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To th e  R eader

A c q u is itio n  o f  p ro f ic ie n c y  in  a  fo re ig n  lan g u a g e  c a l ls  fo r 

d i lig e n t  p ra c t ic e s  in  l is te n in g , sp e a k in g , re ad in g , a n d  w ritin g . 

L e a rn in g  C h in e s e  is  n o  e x c e p tio n .  T o  a  s tu d e n t  o f  C h in e s e , 

e x te n s iv e  r e a d in g  e x e r c is e s  a r e  a s  im p o r ta n t  a s  c o n s t a n t  

e x p o su re  to  sp o k e n  M a n d a rin .

C u l tu ra l  China: C h in ese -E n g l ish  R eaders  se r ie s  is  a n  o p en - 

e n d e d  s e r ie s  o f  c o l l e c t io n s  o f  w r i t in g s  in  C h in e s e ,  m o s tly  

e s sa y s  a n d  s h o r t  s to r ie s  by  c o n te m p o ra ry  C h in ese  w rite rs . O ur 

p u rp o se  in  p u t t in g  to g e th e r  th is  b ilin g u a l se r ie s  is  to  h e lp  you  

e n jo y  c o n te m p o ra ry  C h in e se  l i te r a tu r e  a n d  o th e r  w r i t in g s  in  

th e i r  a u th e n t ic ,  u n a d u l te r a te d  f la v o r  a n d  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  

C h in e se  so c ie ty , c u ltu re ,  h is to ry , a n d  th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  life  o f  

th e  C h in e s e  p e o p le  a s  y o u  le a rn  t h e  la n g u a g e  a n d  h o n e  y o u r  

re a d in g  sk ills . A b ilin g u a l te x t w ill a s s is t  you  in  b e tte r  sav o rin g  

t h e s e  w o r k s  a n d  in  c h e c k in g  y o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  th e  

C h in e se  o r ig in a l a g a in s t  th e  E n g lish  t ra n s la t io n .

W e h o p e  y o u  w ill lik e  t h is  v o lu m e.

— th e  E d ito r
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A bout th e  Book

T a le s  f r o m  Five  T h o u s a n d  Y e a r s  o f  C h in e s e  H i s t o r y  i s  a 

co lle c tio n  o f  s to r ie s  a rra n g e d  in  c h ro n o lo g ica l o rd e r, co v erin g  a 

pe rio d  fro m  a n c ie n t t im e s  to  th e  p re-O pium -W ar Q ing D ynasty.

T he to p ics  w ere  se lec ted  by e d u c a to r  a n d  lin g u ist, Lin H a n d a  

(1900 -  1972), w h o  d re w  u p  th e  o u t l in e  fo r  th e  c o lle c tio n  a n d  

c o n tr ib u te d  so m e  c h ap te rs . Follow ing L in's d e a th , C ao Y uzhang  

11924 -  1996) to o k  o v er h is  m an tle  a n d  co m p le ted  th e  w ork . T h is  

c o m b in e d  e f fo r t  o f  tw o  c o n se c u tiv e  a u th o r s  h a s  en jo y ed  w id e  

a p p e a l  b y  v i r tu e  o f  i t s  h i s to r ic a l  a c c u ra c y , w e l l- s tru c tu re d  

n a rra tiv e , f lu en t w rit in g  a n d  d is tin c tiv e  style.

T h e  b i lin g u a l Tales f r o m  Five T h o u s a n d  Y ea rs  o f  C h in e s e  

History  (V I)covers a  period  o f  h is to ry  fro m  th e  early  y ears o f  th e  

M ing D y n asty  to  th e  O p iu m  W ar. For th e  s a k e  o f  b re v ity , th e  

orig ina l C h in ese  w o rk  h a s  been  s lig h tly  abridged  in  th is  b ilingual 

ed itio n .
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I . B attle a t  Lake Poyang

T h e  firs t fo rm id ab le  e n e m y  e n c o u n te re d  by  Z h u  Y u an zh an g  

in  h is  s o u th w a rd  e x p a n s io n  w a s  C h en  Y o u lian g . w h o  w a s  a 

co m m an d er in  th e  insurgency  led  by Xu S h o u h u i. A fter m urdering  

Xu. h is  fo rm er superio r. C hen p rocla im ed  h im se lf  k in g  o f  a  regim e 

h e  ca lled  "H an". O w in g  to  i ts  v a s t  a rea  a n d  a b u n d a n t  su p p ly  o f  

c o m b a ta n ts . C h e n 's  s e p a ra tis t  reg im e, w h ic h  s tra d d le d  J iangx i. 

H u n an  a n d  H ubei, so o n  becam e a  p o w er to  be  reckoned  w ith . In 

1360 C h en  Y o u lian g  sa ile d  h is  p o w e rfu l n av a l fo rce  d o w n  th e  

Y angtze  fro m  C aish i in  a  b o ld  b id  to  a tta c k  Y ing tian  in  th e  e as t 

a n d  g o bb le  u p  th e  te rr ito ry  u n d e r  Z h u  Y uan zh an  s co n tro l.

Z hu  Y uan zh an g  called  a n  u rg en t m ee tin g  o f  h is  c o m m an d ers  

to  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e .  O n e  p a r ty  b e lie v e d  th e y  s h o u ld  

s u r re n d e r  b e fo re  b e in g  o v e rru n  by  th e  o v e rw h e lm in g  fo rce  o f  

C hen  Y ouliang: o th e rs  argued  fo r re trea tin g  to  M ount Z hongshan . 

in  m o d ern -d ay  N anjing, w h e re  th e y  w o u ld  e n tre n c h  th em selves; 

s till  o th e r s  a d v o c a te d  en g ag in g  th e  e n e m y  in  a  d e c is iv e  b a ttle  

a n d  o n ly  b e a t in g  a  r e t r e a t  w h e n  d e f e a te d .  In  t h e  h e a te d  

d isc u ss io n , o n ly  th e  recen tly  re c ru ite d  ad v iser. Liu Ji, rem ain ed  

co n sp icu o u s ly  s ilen t.

T h e  d isc u ss io n  le f t Z hu  Y uan zh an g  u n d e c id ed . H e a sk ed  Liu 

Ji to  s ta y  b e h in d  a f te r  th e  m ee tin g  a n d  so lic ited  h is  v iew .

Liu Ji sa id . "T hose  w h o  adv o ca ted  su rren d er o r  re trea t deserve, 

in  m y  v iew , to  d ie ."

"T h en  h o w  d o  you  p ro p o se  to  th w a r t  t h e  a ttack?" asked  Zhu 

Y uanzhang .

I
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B u ttle  a t  Lake P o y an g

"T he e n em y  h a s  trave led  a  g rea t d is tan c e  to  a tta ck  us." replied 

Liu Ji. "W e h a v e  th e  a d v an tag e  o f  a  w e ll-rested  a rm y  a g a in s t its  

e x h a u s te d  tro o p s. It is  n o t d if f ic u lt  u n d e r  th e s e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  

to  d e fe a t  th e  e n em y . By o ffe r in g  m o n e ta ry  in c e n tiv e s  to  y o u r  

o ffice rs  a n d  m en , a n d  by  lay in g  a m b u s h e s  to  h i t  th e  v u ln e rab le  

p o in ts  o f  th e  H an  troops, you h av e  a very good ch an ce  o f  defea ting  

C hen  Y oulian s force."

Z hu  Y uanzhang  w a s  p leased  by Liu J i 's  analysis. T he tw o  w en t 

o n  to  m ap  o u t  th e  b a tt le  plan.

Z hu  Y u an zh an g  s u m m o n e d  h is  su b a lte rn  K ang M aocai. w h o  

w a s  a n  o ld  acq u a in ta n ce  o f  C hen Y ouliang, a n d  to ld  h im , "Your 

h e lp  is  in d is p e n s a b le  fo r  e x e c u tin g  m y  p la n  to  e n s n a re  C hen 

Y ouliang . I n e ed  y o u  to  w rite  a  le tte r  to  h im  fe ig n in g  s u rre n d e r  

a n d  o fferin g  y o u r  a ss is ta n c e  a s  h is  s leeper agent. You a re  to  feed 

h im  m is in fo rm a tio n  a n d  a d v is e  h im  to  a t ta c k  Y in g tia n  a lo n g  

th re e  ro u te s  so  th a t  h is  a rm y  w ill b e  s tre tc h e d  th in ."

"T h is  w o n 't b e  d ifficult." Kang M aocai rep lied . "1 h a v e  a n  old 

se rv an t in  m y  h o u seh o ld  w h o  o n c e  ran  e rran d s fo r C hen Youliang. 

i f  h e  delivers th e  letter. C hen Y ouliang w ill n o t  find  it suspicious."

Kang Maocai w en t h o m e  a n d  im m ediately  com posed a  le tte r  as 

in stru c ted  b y  Z hu  Y uanzhang. T h a t  very n ight, h is  o ld  servan t w as 

d ispa tched  w ith  th e  le tte r  to  C aishi in  o rder to  seek a  m eeting  w ith 

C hen Youliang. As predicted, th e  le tter did no t arouse any  suspicion 

in Chen Youliang, w h o  asked th e  servant, "W here is  Mr. Kang now?"

T h e  o ld  s e rv a n t rep lied , "H e 's  n o w  c a m p e d  n e a r  J ia n g d o n g  

Bridge w ith  h is  a rm y, w a itin g  to  jo in  fo rces w ith  you."

"W hat is  J iangdong  Bridge like?" asked  C hen Y ouliang  eagerly.

"It's a w ooden bridge," the old servant replied. "You can't 

miss it."

l S
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B attle  a t  l a k e  Poyang

A fte r  ta lk in g  w ith  th e  o ld  s e r v a n t  a  w h i le  lo n g e r . C h en  

Y ou liang  o rd e re d  fo o d  a n d  w in e  fo r h im . B efore th e  s e rv a n t se t 

o u t  for h o m e  a fte r th e  p len tifu l m eal. C hen  Y ou liang  sa id  to  h im :

"Tell Mr. Kang th a t  I w ill so o n  go to  J ian g d o n g  Bridge to  m eet 

w ith  h im . W h en  I a p p ro ac h  th e  b rid g e  I w ill call o u t  h is  nam e, 

'Lao Kang, Lao K ang , a few  tim es. T h a t  w ill b e  th e  s ig n a l fo r h im  

to  im m e d ia te ly  jo in  fo rces w ith  me."

U pon  h is  re tu rn , th e  o ld  se rv an t ren d ered  a full rep o rt o f  h is  

m ee tin g  w ith  C hen  to  Z h u  Y u an zh an g .

"Bravo! W ell done!” Z hu  Y u an zh an g  g u sh e d  effusively . T h a t 

very  n ig h t, h e  o rd ered  th e  w o o d en  b ridge a t J iangdong  d ism an tled  

a n d  rep laced  w ith  a  s to n e  bridge.

W ith  in fo rm a tio n  o b ta in e d  fro m  C hen  Y o u lia n g s  d ese rte rs , 

Z hu  Y u an zh an g  h a d  a d v an ce  know ledge  o f  C hen 's p lan n ed  rou te  

o f  a tta c k  a n d  d ep lo y ed  tro o p s  acco rd ing ly . U n d e r th e  co m m an d  

o f  g en era ls  Xu Da a n d  C h an g  Y u c h u n , tro o p s  la id  a m b u s h e s  a t 

s tra teg ic  p o in ts  a long  th e  river. Z hu  Y uan zh an g  cam p ed  w ith  th e  

b u lk  o f  h is  fo rce  a t  Lulong H ill, th e  m o d e rn -d a y  S h iz i. o r  Lion 

H ill, c lo se  to  N anjing. T w o flags, o n e  red a n d  o n e  yellow , w ere to  

b e  u sed  as signals: w h e n  th e  red flag w a s  ra ised , i t  w o u ld  signal 

th e  ap p ro ach  o f  e n em y  troops: th e  yellow  flag w o u ld  b e  a n  o rder 

fo r  tro o p s  to  c o m e  o u t  o f  th e ir  a m b u s h  a n d  a tta c k  th e  en em y . 

T h ey  w a ite d  p a tie n tly  fo r C hen Y ou liang  to  w a lk  in to  th e  trap.

S hortly  a f te r  th e  d e p a r tu re  o f  th e  o ld  se rv an t, C hen  Y ouliang 

o rd ered  h is  e n tire  naval force  to  se t sa il to w ard  Jian g d o n g  Bridge, 

w ith  h im  in  p e rsonal co m m an d . At th e  a p p o in te d  loca tio n , th e re  

w as  n o  w ooden  bridge in  sigh t. T o th e ir  puzzlem en t, w h a t greeted 

th e m  in s tea d  w a s  a  s to n e  b ridge, c au s in g  C h en 's  tro o p s  to  p au se  

in  c o n fu s io n . C hen  Y ouliang, h o w e v e iv th o u g h t it  d id n 't  m a tte r

'  • - - - a v o i y
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w h e th e r  th e  b rid g e  w as s to n e  o r  w ooden , a s  long  a s  K ang Maocai 

w as th e re  to  m ee t w ith  h im . As h e  a p p ro ac h ed  th e  s to n e  bridge, 

C hen repea ted ly  called  o u t. "Lao Kang! Lao Kang!" O nly  w h en  th ere  

w a s  n o  rep ly  d id  C h en  re a liz e  h e 'd  b e e n  d o u b le -c ro s se d  a n d  

o rd e re d  a n  im m e d ia te  w ith d raw al.

O n rece iv in g  c o n f irm a tio n  th a t  th e  e n em y -h ad  w a lk ed  in to  

h is  trap , Z hu  Y u an zh an g  o rd ered  th e  yellow  flag ra ised  to  signal 

a n  a tta c k . A t th e  s ig n a l, b a t t le  d r u m s  s ta r te d  ro llin g  a n d  th e  

a m b u s h e rs  o n  th e  sh o re  su rg ed  o u t o f  h id in g , w ith  naval tro o p s 

jo in in g  th e  a ttack .

C a u g h t by  su rp r ise , th e  te n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  tro o p s  led  by 

C hen  Y o u lian g  w e re  th ro w n  in to  d isa rray . M any w e re  s la in  o r 

d ro w n ed ; tw e n ty  th o u sa n d  m en  a n d  o v er a  h u n d re d  b a ttle sh ip s  

w e re  c a p tu re d  b y  Z h u  Y u a n z h a n g ’s  t ro o p s .  E sc o rte d  by  h is  

su b a lte rn s . C hen  Y ouliang  m anaged  to  c o m m a n d ee r a  sm all boat 

a n d  flee to  freedom .

C hen  Y o u lian g 's  f ig h tin g  fo rce  su ffe re d  a  m ajo r se tb a c k  in 

th is  b a ttle  w h ile  Z hu  Y u a n zh a n g s  em erged  stronger. Not p repared 

to  accep t d e fea t, C hen  p u t h is  tro o p s th ro u g h  a  p eriod  o f  rigorous 

tra in ing , d e te rm in ed  to  exac t h is  revenge. T hree  years later, h av ing  

b u i l t  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  b a t t le s h ip s ,  C h en  Y o u lian g  a g a in  led  

600,000 tro o p s  in  a n  a tta c k  o n  Z h u  Y u a n z h a n g s  te rrito ry , th is  

t im e  o n  H o n g d u . o r  m o d ern -d ay  N a n ch a n g  in  Jiangx i Province.

On h e arin g  o f  th e  a tta ck , Z hu  Y u an zh an g  raced  w ith  200,000 

tro o p s  to  d e fen d  H ongdu . On Z hu’s  arrival, C hen lifted  th e  siege 

a n d  m oved  h is  naval force to  Lake Poyang. Z h u 's  fo rces resp o n d ed  

by b lo ck in g  all o u t le ts  o f  th e  la k e  to  fo rce  C hen  Y o u lian g  to  a 

d ecisiv e  d u e l in  th e  lake.

C h en  Y o u lia n g s  a rm a d a  o f  ta ll  s h ip s  e x te n d in g  fo r m ile s
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Pill's from  C hinese H istory) 
Battle a t Lake 1’oyang

c o n fro n ted  Z hu  Y uanzhan s m u ch  in ferio r naval force  co n sistin g  

m a in ly  o f  sm a ll  c ra f ts .  In  th r e e  d a y s  o f  d u e lin g , Z h u 's  tro o p s  

su ffe red  se tb ac k  a f te r  se tback .

"W e a re  s e r io u s ly  o u tn u m b e re d ,"  Z h u 's  g e n e ra l to ld  h im . 

"C onventional figh ting  is  hopeless. W e m u s t reso rt to  fire attacks."

Z hu  Y u a n zh a n g  to o k  h is  genera l’s  adv ice  a n d  read ied  seven 

sm all b o a ts  lo ad ed  w ith  gunpow der, each  w ith  a  fast, lig h tw e ig h t 

b o a t in  tow . T h a t  even ing , a h e lp fu l n o rth ea s te rly  w in d  ro se  a n d  

a  d e a th -d e fy in g  te a m  d ro v e  th e  se v e n  b o a ts , n o w  ig n ite d , in to  

C h e n 's  a rm a d a  o f  ta ll  sh ip s . W ith  th e  a id  o f  th e  w in d , th e  tall 

s h ip s  w e re  s o o n  e n g u lfe d  in  to w e rin g  flam es, c o lo rin g  th e  lake  

red. T h e  m ajo rity  o f  C hen  Y ouliang’s  tro o p s  w ere  e ith e r  cap tu red  

o r  b u rn e d  alive.

C hen  Y o u lian g  led h is  re m n a n t  fo rce  o n  a  d a sh  to w a rd  o n e  

o f  th e  lak e ’s  o u tle ts  b u t  fo u n d  it b locked . C hen  d ie d  in  a  h a il o f  

a rro w s in  h is  a tte m p t to  ru n  th e  b lockade.

A fter q u a sh in g  C hen  Y ouliang , le a d e r o f  th e  m o s t pow erfu l 

se p a ra t is t  reg im e  in  s o u th  C h in a , Z hu  Y u a n zh a n g  p ro c la im e d  

h im s e lf  K ing o f  Wu.

F o llo w in g  th e  d e a th  o f  Liu F u to n g , Z h u  Y u a n z h a n g  h a d  

in sta lled  K ing Ming. Jr. in  C h u zh o u , p ledg ing  n o m in a l a llegiance 

to  h im . B ut now , Z hu’s  in te re s t  in  th e  th ro n e  h a d  g ro w n  to  th e  

e x te n t  th a t  h e  b eg an  to  f in d  K in g  M ing, J r. a  h in d ra n c e  to  h is

2 I
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a m b itio n . In  1366 h e  s e n t  a s h ip  to  t ra n s p o r t  K ing M ing, Jr. to  

Y ing tian . A t th e  G uabu  crossing , so u th e a s t  o f  m o d ern -d ay  Liuhe 

in  J ian g su  Province, K ing M ing d ro w n ed  w h en  h is  boa t, sabotaged 

u n d e r  Z hu’s  o rd e rs , sank .

T h e  fo llo w in g  year, Z hu  Y u a n zh a n g  su c c ee d ed  in  q u a sh in g  

th e  se p a ra tis t  reg im e o f  Z h an g  S h icheng . Z hu  w e n t o n  to  lau n ch  

a  n o r th e rn  ex p ed itio n  w ith  tw o  h u n d re d  f if ty  th o u sa n d  troops, 

led  by Xu Da a s  Z h en g lu  G en era l-in -ch ief a n d  C h an g  Y u ch u n  as 

d e p u ty  c o m m an d er. T w o  m o n th s  later, Z h u 's  tro o p s  took  contro l 

o f  Shandong . So it follow ed, th a t  in Ja n u a ry  1368. Z hu Y uanzhang  

a s c e n d e d  th e  th r o n e  in  Y in g tia n  a s  E m p e ro r T a izu  w ith  th e  

d y n a s ty  n a m e  o f  "Ming",

T h e  in c u m b e n t  Y u an  a rm y  re tre a te d  b e fo re  th e  in ex o rab le  

m arch  o f  th e  v ic to rio u s M ing troops. A nd in  th e  follow ing August, 

Xu Da’s  a rm y  m a rc h e d  in to  th e  Y uan  c a p ita l o f  D adu, fo rc in g  

E m pero r S h u n d i o f  Y u an  to  flee  to w a rd  S h a n g d u . T h u s  en d ed  

th e  Y uan D ynasty, w h ic h  h a d  ru led  C hina for n in e ty  seven  years.
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Liu B ow en P rays fo r R ain

2. Liu Bowen Prays fo r Rain

In  h is  cam p aig n s to  u n ify  C h ina. E m peror T aizu  o f  M ing relied 

o n  brave  a n d  b a ttle -s a w y  gen era ls  to  c a p tu re  to w n s  for h im  and  

e x p a n d  h is  te rr i to ry . H e  a lso  b ro u g h t  in  a d v is e rs  to  h e lp  h im  

fo rm u la te  s tra teg ies  a n d  dev ise  tac tics. Liu Ji w as  o n e  o f  th e  m o st 

p ro m in en t.

Liu Ji, a lso  k n o w n  as Liu Bowen, h a d  p rev iously  served  in  th e  

Y u an  g o v e rn m en t. Yet. d isa ffe c tio n  w ith  th e  c o rru p tio n  rife  in 

p o litic a l c irc le s  h a d  p ro m p te d  h im  to  w rite  p ieces lam p o o n in g  

c u rre n t ev en ts , ev en tu a lly  lead ing  to  h is  d ism issa l a n d  p rem a tu re  

re ti re m e n t to  h is  h o m e  to w n  o f  Q in g tian  (m o d ern -d ay  Q ing tian  

C o u n ty  in  Z h e jia n g  P ro v in ce). W h en  Z h u  Y u a n z h a n g 's  a rm y  

m o v ed  in to  th e  e a s te rn  p a r t  o f  Z hejiang , Liu J i  w as  re c ru ite d  as 

a n  a d v is e r  to  Z h u . Z h u  re lied  h e a v ily  o n  Liu J i ’s a d v ic e  in  th e  

c a m p a ig n s  t h a t  led  to  th e  d e fe a t o f  C h en  Y o u lian g  a n d  Z h an g  

S h ich en g . Liu e a rn e d  th e  t ru s t  o f  E m peror T aizu  o f  M ing b y  h is  

re so u rce fu ln ess  a n d  sh rew d n ess .

B esides h is  ex p ertise  in  s tra te g ic  a n d  tac tical th in k in g . Liu Ji 

a lso  p o ssessed  a n  e x ce llen t kn o w led g e  o f  a s tro n o m y . In  a n c ien t 

tim es , a stro n o m ic a l p h e n o m e n a  w ere  o ften  in te rp re te d  as o m en s  

o f  e a r th ly  e v e n ts . A lth o u g h  Liu J i ’s  a b il i ty  to  m a k e  g e n e ra lly  

accu ra te  p red ic tio n s  a b o u t c u rre n t e v en ts  w as a c tu a lly  g ro u n d ed  

in  k e e n  o b s e r v a t io n  a n d  th o r o u g h  a n a ly s is ,  h i s  a b il i ty  w a s  

genera lly  pe rce iv ed  to  d e riv e  from  h is  k n o w led g e  o f  a s tro n o m y . 

Liu B ow en w a s  tre a te d  in  p o p u la r  leg en d  a s  so m e o n e  w ith  th e  

g if t o f  p rophecy .

2 5
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D uring  a sev ere  d ro u g h t in  th e  lo w er reach es o f  th e  Y angtze 

River, d u r in g  Z hu  Y u an zh an  s reign  a s  K ing o f  W u, Liu J i, w h o  

w a s  in  c h a rg e  o f  a s t r o n o m ic a l  m a t te r s ,  w a s  a s k e d  b y  Z h u  

Y u a n zh a n g  w h y  th e  d ro u g h t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  a n d  w h a t it w ould  

ta k e  to  in v o k e  ra in . Liu J i  to ld  h im  th e  lo n g  d ry  spe ll h a d  been 

c au sed  by  th e  in ca rce ra tio n  o f  w ro n g fu lly  c o n v ic ted  p risoners.

Z h u  Y uanzhang  believed  in  Liu J i 's  w isd o m  a n d  ask ed  h im  to 

rev iew  th e  c ases  o f  th o se  se n te n c e d  to  p riso n  te rm s. The review  

fo u n d  a  s ig n ific a n t n u m b e r  o f  cases o f  w ro n g fu l im p riso n m en t. 

A fte r  re p o rtin g  h is  f in d in g s  to  Z hu  Y u an zh an g , Liu o v e rtu rn e d  

th e  w ro n g fu l c o n v ic tio n s  a n d  freed  th e  p riso n e rs  in  q u e stio n . A 

few  d ay s la te r  a  so ak in g  ra in  p o u red  d o w n  fro m  a n  o v ercast sky, 

fu lfillin g  Liu's prophecy .

T h e  ra in , in  fact, h a d  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  th e  o v e r tu rn in g  o f  

w rongfu l c o n v ic tio n s  a n d  n e ith e r  d id  Liu Ji p o ssess  a n y  m agical 

r a in -m a k in g  p o w e rs . It m ay  w e ll b e  t h a t  h is  k n o w le d g e  o f  

a s tro n o m y  h a d  en ab led  h im  to  o b se rv e  a n  im m in e n t  c h an g e  o f  

w e a th e r  w h ic h  h e  d e f tly  e x p lo ited  to  p e rsu ad e  Z h u  Y uan zh an g  

to  c o rrec t th o se  m isca rriag es o f  ju s tic e . T ak ing  ad v an tag e  o f  Zhu 

Y u a n zh a n g ’s h ig h  s p ir i ts  a f te r  th e  ra in . Liu J i  m a d e  a  c a se  for 

e n a c tin g  a n d  im p le m e n tin g  law s  to  p re v en t fu tu re  m iscarriages 

o f  ju s t ic e  a n d  lo ss  o f  in n o c e n t lives.

Upon h is  accession . E m peror Taizu  o f  M ing m ad e  Liu Ji Palace 

A ide T o T h e  C ensor-in-C hief. in  ch arg e  o f  th e  a d m in is tra t io n  o f  

ju s t ic e .  Liu J i  p ro v e d  a  s t r i c t  law  e n fo rc e r .  S h o r t ly  a f te r  h is  

ap p o in tm en t, a n  o ffense  w as c o m m itted  by a  tru s ted  a ide o f  grand 

c o u n c ilo r Li S hanchang . Li h a d  c o n tr ib u ted  m uch  to  th e  fo u n d in g  

o f  th e  M ing D y n asty  a n d  w a s  fro m  th e  sa m e  v illage a s  E m peror 

T a iz u  o f  M ing. D e sp ite  Li's o b s t ru c t io n s ,  Liu J i  h a d  th e  a id e

2
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Liu B ow en P rays fo r R a in

e x e c u te d  a f te r  in fo rm in g  th e  em p ero r. T h is  n a tu ra lly  in cu rre d  

th e  ill w ill o f  Li S h an ch an g .

T he im perial c ap ita l su ffered  a n o th e r  severe d ro u g h t th a t year, 

c au s in g  h ig h  an x ie ty  in  E m peror T aizu  o f  Ming. Liu Ji seized th e  

o p p o rtu n ity  to  m ake  a n o th e r case  fo r ju s t ic e  before  E m peror Taizu.

'T h e  w iv e s  o f  so ld ie rs  a n d  o ff ic e rs  w h o  gav e  th e ir  l iv e s  on 

th e  b a ttle fie ld  a w a it  co m p en sa tio n ,"  h e  p leaded. "And th e  bo d ies  

o f  c ra ftsm en  w h o  d ied  b u ild in g  th e  c ity  w alls a re  still exposed  to 

th e  e le m e n ts  w ith o u t a  p ro p er bu ria l. I f  th e se  p ro b lem s c o u ld  be 

ta k e n  care  of, h e av e n  m ig h t b e  m oved  to  rain."

In  h is  e a g e rn e s s  fo r ra in , E m pero r T a izu  o f  M ing n a tu ra lly  

approved  th e  re q u es ts  o f  Liu J i w ith  alacrity: th e  w ives o f  fallen  

officers and  so ld iers received p ro m p t financia l co m p ensa tion  and  

th e  rem ains o f  th e  c ity  w all bu ilders killed in  th e  line o f  d u ty  w ere 

d u ly  buried . Liu Ji h a d  in tervened in a  w orthy cause, b u t th e  m ethod 

he relied on  to  persuade tire em peror proved n o t consistently  reliable. 

T h is  tim e, h is  p red ic tio n  proved false, a n d  ten  d ay s la te r  th e  su n  

still b lazed d o w n  from  a c loud less sky w ith o u t a  h in t o f  rain.

T h e  la c k  o f  ra in  in v o k ed  th e  w ra th  o f  E m p ero r T aizu , a n d  

w ith  Li S h a n c h a n g  f a n n in g  th e  im p e ria l  ire  w i th  d e ro g a to ry  

r e m a rk s  a b o u t  h im , Liu J i  c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  b u t  feel a f ra id .  It 

h a p p e n e d  th a t  L iu 's w ife  h a d  j u s t  d ie d  o f  i lln e s s  in  h is  h o m e  

to w n  a n d  so  h e  w a s te d  n o  tim e  in  o b ta in in g  leave  to  go  h om e.

D esp ite  th is  failure, E m peror T aizu  o f  M ing still h ig h ly  valued  

Liu J i 's  se rv ice  a n d  advice. In  fact, h e  in te n d e d  to  m ak e  Liu Ji a 

g ran d  co u n cilo r. Liu h a s te n e d  to  d e c lin e  th e  offer.

"C h o o sin g  a g ra n d  c o u n c ilo r."  h e  to ld  th e  e m p e ro r, "is like  

c h o o s in g  th e  m a in  b e a m  o f  a  h o u se . Y ou  n e e d  s tro n g , b u lk y  

tim b e r fo r it. Flimsy tim b e r will likely cause  th e  h o u se  to  collapse."

2
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W hen E m peror T iiizu ev en tu n lly  d ism is se d  Li S h a n c h a n g  as 

g ran d  co u n cilo r, lie  o n c e  again  b ro u g h t u p  th e  su b je c t o f  hav in g  

Liu Ji ta k e  o v er th e  post.

"I have a  sh o rt, im p a tien t tem per." resp o n d ed  Liu Ji. "especially 

w h en  it c o m es to  dealing  w ith  unsavory  characters . Besides, a t  my 

ad v an ced  age. I am  no longer fit fo r u n d e rta k in g  su c h  a  w eigh ty  

re sp o n s ib ility . T h e re  is  n o  d e a r th  o f  ta le n t  in  th e  c o u n try . H is 

M ajesty o n ly  n e e d s  to  p ick  th e  m an  b es t q ua lified  fo r th e  job."

Liu Ji re tired  to  Q ing tian  to  lead th e  life  o f  a  recluse. H e never 

m e n tio n e d  h is  p as t c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  h is  fam ily  a n d  ne ig h b o rs . 

All re q u es ts  m a d e  b y  th e  local c o u n ty  m a g is tra te  to  pay  a v is it 

w ere  c o u rteo u sly  re fused . Finally, th e  c o u n ty  m ag is tra te  d ropped  

by. d isg u ise d  as a  p easan t. Liu J i w a s  w a sh in g  h is  feet w h e n  th e  

stran g er approached . He im m edia te ly  p u t o n  h is  sh o es  a n d  invited 

th e  p e asan t in to  h is  h o m e  a n d  even ask ed  h im  to  s ta y  for a  m eal.

W h e n  Liu Ji a s k e d  fo r  th e  s t r a n g e r 's  n a m e , th e  c o u n ty  

m ag is tra te  h a d  to  reveal h is  tru e  id en tity .

"I am  th e  c o u n ty  m a g is tra te  o f  Q in g tian ."  h e  to ld  Liu Ji. "1 

h a v e  c o m e  to  pay  y o u  a  visit."

Liu J i. g rea tly  su rp rise d , ro se  fro m  h is  c h a ir  to  m ak e  a bow . 

d e sc rib in g  h im s e lf  a s  j u s t  a  c o m m o n  p e rso n . T h a t  w a s  th e  last 

m ee tin g  h e  a llow ed  h im s e lf  w ith  th e  c o u n ty  m ag istra te .

Even in  r e ti r e m e n t.  Liu J i  re m a in e d  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t  th e  

p o litica l w e llb e in g  o f  th e  M ing D ynasty . O ne  day . a n  e n v o y  w a s  

s e n t  by  E m pero r T a izu  o f  M ing to  Q in g tia n  to  c o n su lt  Liu Ji on  

m eteoro log ical om ens.

"After th e  severe, freez ing  w in ter"  p ro p h esized  Liu Ji, “co m es 

b a lm y  sp rin g . N ow  th a t  th e  c o u n try  is  b le s se d  w ith  p eace  a n d  

s tab ility , it is  h o p ed  th a t  H is M ajesty w ill ru le  w ith  leniency."

3
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T h e  H u  W eiy o n g  A f la ir

3. T h e  H u  W eiyong A ffair

C om ing from  a  p e asan t fam ily  h im self. E m peror Taizu o f  M ing 

h a d  so m e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  p e a sa n t life . A fter h is  a cc ess io n  to  

th e  th ro n e , E m peror T aizu  recognized th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  a llow ing  

th e  people  to  re s t a n d  recuperate.

'T h e  c o u n try  h a s  o n ly  re cen tly  em erged  fro m  civ il strife." he  

a d m o n i s h e d  lo c a l  o f f i c ia l s .  "T h e  p o p u la c e  is  f in a n c ia l ly  

s t r a p p e d —it’s  l ik e  a  f le d g lin g  w h o s e  f e a th e r s  w ill n o t  s ta n d  

p lu c k in g , a n d  a  s a p l in g  w h o s e  ro o t w ill n o t  s t a n d  rig o ro u s  

shak ing ."

T h e  e m p e ro r e x h o rte d  o ffic ia ls  to  p rac tice  c lean  governance  

a n d  a b id e  by  th e  law  in  o rd e r  n o t to  a d d  to  th e  peo p le ’s  b u rd e n  

th r o u g h  o f f ic ia l  c o r ru p t io n  a n d  la w b re a k in g . H e  o rg a n iz e d  

d isp laced  p e asan ts  in  a la n d  rec lam atio n  project, ex em p tin g  th em  

from  obligatory  d u tie s  a n d  tax es for th ree  years. H e ordered  troops 

to  en g ag e  in  a g r ic u ltu re  a n d  th e  c u lt iv a t io n  o f  w a s te  la n d  for 

food  grow ing so  th a t  th e y  cou ld  be  se lf-su ffic ien t M ajor irrigation 

a n d  d ra inage  p ro jec ts w ere u n d e rta k en  a n d  th e  p lan tin g  o f  co tto n  

a n d  h e m p  encouraged . As a  re su lt o f  th e se  m easu res, agricu ltu ra l 

p ro d u c tio n  m a d e  re m a rk a b le  s t r id e s  in  th e  e a rly  M ing period ; 

th is  in tu rn  so lid ified  th e  ru le  o f  th e  new ly fo u n d ed  M ing Dynasty.

B u t E m p e ro r  T a iz u  o f  M ing  h a d  m is g iv in g s  a b o u t  th o s e  

cred ited  w ith  m ajo r c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  h is  dynasty . 

H e e s tab lish e d  th e  J in  Y i  W ei  o r  "G uards o f  E m bro idered  Coats", 

a sec re t serv ice  task ed  w ith  sp y in g  o n  h is  m in is te rs . W ith  th e  J in  

Yi Wei  rep o rtin g  to  h im  d irec tly , E m peror T aizu  w a s  a b le  to  have

3 3
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in tim a te  know ledge o f  all th e  d o in g s  a n d  say ings o f  h is  m in iste rs, 

w herever th ey  w ere, in c lu d in g  in  th e  p rivacy o f  th e ir  o w n  hom es. 

A nyone  c o m in g  u n d e r  s u sp ic io n  risk ed  ja i l  o r e x ecu tio n .

Em peror T aizu  o f  M ing w a s  s tr ic t to  th e  p o in t o f  c ru e lty  w ith  

h is  o ffic ia ls . I f  a  m in is te r  in c u rre d  h is  w ra th  d u r in g  th e  da ily  

assem bly , h e  w o u ld  be fo rced  to  lie  p ro s tra te  o n  th e  g ro u n d  a n d  

th e n  flogged in  fro n t o f  th e  en tire  court. Som e officials w ere beaten  

to  d e a th  in th e se  "court callings." T h is  p rac tice  p u t th e  m in is te rs  

o n  ten te rh o o k s . Every m o rn in g  b efore  th e y  a tte n d e d  th e  im perial 

au d ien ce  th ey  w ould  b id  ad ieu  to  th e ir  fam ilies w ith  a  heavy h e art 

a n d  w o rr ie d  m ie n , i f  a  m in is te r  c a m e  o u t  o f  th e  a u d ie n c e  

un sca th ed , h e  w ould  receive hearty  congratu la tions from  h is  fam ily 

w h en  h e  got h o m e  fo r hav in g  su iv iv ed  a n o th e r  g rueling  day.

In  1380, g ra n d  c o u n c ilo r  H u  W eiy o n g  w a s  d e n o u n c e d  for 

t r e a s o n  a n d  s e d i t i o u s  i n te n t io n s .  E m p e ro r  T a iz u  o f  M ing 

im m e d ia te ly  h a d  a ll th e  m em b e rs  o f  H u ’s  fam ily  b e h e a d e d  and  

s t a r te d  a  w i tc h  h u n t  fo r  h i s  p a r t i s a n s .  U p w a rd s  o f  f i f te e n  

th o u s a n d  c iv il a n d  m ilita ry  o ffic ia ls  w e re  im p lica ted . E m peror 

T a izu  c o ld -b lo o d e d ly  m a s sa c re d  a ll th o s e  s u s p e c te d  o f  b e in g  

c o h o rts  o f  H u W eiyong.

So n g  L ian. a n  a c a d e m ic , w a s , lik e  Liu Ji. a  t r u s te d  a id e  o f  

Em peror Taizu o f  M ing in  th e  early  y ears o f  th e  M ing D ynasty  and  

a c ted  a s  th e  c ro w n  p rin ce 's  tu to r . Song Lian w a s  a  very  c au tio u s  

m an  b u t th a t  d id n 't  p rev en t E m peror T aizu  from  q u e s tio n in g  h is  

loyalty. O ne day. Song Lian h a d  a  few  friends over to  h is  h o m e  for 

d rin k s. T h e  n ex t day. E m peror T aizu  o f  M ing a sk ed  h im  i f  h e  h a d  

d ran k  th e  day  before, w h o  h e 'd  inv ited  over a n d  w h a t d ish e s  w ere 

served. Song Lian an sw ered  all th e  em peror’s  q u es tio n s  tru th fu lly .
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T h e  H u  W eiy o n g  A ffa ir

"You d id  n o t lie  to  me," sa id  E m pero r T aizu  w ith  a  sa tis f ie d  

sm ile .

E m peror Taizu h a d  in  fact o rd e red  covert su rve illance  o n  Song 

L ian 's  p a r ty  th e  n ig h t  b e fo re . A s a r e s u l t  o f  h is  h o n e s ty ,  th e  

e m p e ro r w as  h ea rd  to  p ra ise  Song Lian b e fo re  th e  e n tire  c o u rt.

"S ong L ian h a s  n e v e r  o n c e  lie d  to  m e  o r  u t te r e d  a  s in g le  

d e ro g a to ry  rem ark  a b o u t  o th e rs  in  h is  n in e te e n  y ea rs  o f  service  

to  me," h e  p ro c la im ed . "H e is  a  tru e  sage."

A t th e  age o f  68, Song Lian re tired  to  h is  h o m e  to w n . E m peror 

T aizu  o f  M ing gave h im  a  p a rtin g  g if t o f  a  p iece  o f  b rocade .

"Save th is  fo r  32 years," th e  e m p e ro r  to ld  h im . "W hen  you 

tu rn  100 you  can  hav e  a c e n te n n ia l d re s s  m ad e  fro m  it."

H ow ever, d u rin g  th e  inv es tig a tio n  in to  th e  H u  W eiyong affair, 

S ong Lian w as im p lica ted  th ro u g h  h is  g ran d so n  Song Shen , w h o  

h a d  b e e n  b r a n d e d  a  H u  p a r t i s a n .  E m p e ro r  T a iz u  s e n t  h is  

"E m bro idered  C oats" to  J in h u a , Song Lian's h o m e  to w n , to  b ring  

h im  to  Beijing to  b e  ex ecu ted .

W hen  E m press Ma lea rn ed  o f  th e  fa te  reserved  fo r Song Lian, 

s h e  tr ie d  to  m ak e  E m peror T aizu  c h an g e  h is  m in d .

"E ven  c o m m o n  fo lk  k n o w  h o w  to  t r e a t  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n 's  

te a ch e rs  w ith  respect." sh e  c h as tise d  h im . “I s  th is  th e  re sp ec t an  

im p e ria l tu to r  g e ts  fro m  yo u ?  B esides, Mr. So n g  h a s  s ta y e d  all 

th is  tim e  in  h is  h o m e  tow n; you  c a n 't  e x p ec t h im  to  k n o w  ab o u t 

h is  g ra n d so n 's  d o in g s  in  th e  capital."

In  th e  h e a t  o f  l iis  anger. E m p ero r T aizu  w as  in  n o  m o o d  to  

forgive  Song Lian. T h a t  d a y  a t  d in n er, E m press M a sa t q u ie tly  a t  

th e  tab le , to u c h in g  n e i th e r  d r in k  n o r  m ea t. E m pero r T a izu  w a s  

puzzled  b y  h e r  u n u su a l b eh av io r a n d  asked  h e r  i f  sh e  fe lt unw ell.

E m press Ma rep lied  in  sorrow , "I feel d eep ly  sa d d e n ed  by  Mr.

3 7
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Song be ing  ch arg ed  w ith  a  c ap ita l o ffense. 1 am  pray ing  fo r him ."

E m press Ma h a d  loyally  su p p o rte d  E m peror T aizu  s in ce  th e ir 

y o u th , a n d  h e  valued  h e r  o p in io n s . H er w o rd s p ro d u ced  a n  e ffec t 

o n  h im . c au s in g  h im  to  red u ce  Song Lian's d e a th  se n te n c e  to  th e  

m o re  le n ie n t  s e n te n c e  o f  g a rriso n  d u ty  in  ex ile . So n g  Lian w as 

d u ly  e x ile d  to  M ao zh o u . m o d e rn -d a y  M ao C o u n ty  in  S ic h u an  

Prov ince. H ow ever, th e  ag ed  So n g  Lian d ie d  o n  th e  jo u rn e y  to  

M aozhou  a s  a  re su lt o l  th e  h a rro w in g  e x p e rien c e  a n d  th e  rigors 

o f  travel.

T en  y ears  late r. Li S h an ch an g . E m peror T aizu 's  fo rm er g rand  

c o u n c ilo r, w a s  d e n o u n c e d  fo r h a v in g  h a d  c lo se  c o n ta c ts  w ith  

H u  W eiyong  a n d  h a v in g  c e r ta in  k n o w le d g e  o f  H u 's  s e d itio u s  

in te n tio n s . In s te a d  o f  d en o u n c in g  H u, Li S h an ch an g  c h o se  to  do  

n o th in g  a n d  th u s  c o m m itte d  a  c a rd in a l s in . Li S h a n c h a n g  w as 

co n sid e red  to  h a v e  m ad e  th e  g re a tes t in d iv id u a l c o n tr ib u tio n  to 

th e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  d y n a s ty  a n d  w as  re la ted  to  E m peror T aizu  

by  m arriage . W h en  E m pero r T aizu  m e te d  o u t re w ard s  to  th o se  

w h o  h a d  he lp ed  p u t h im  in th e  th ro n e , h e  gave tw o  im p eria l life- 

sp a rin g  c e r t if ic a te s  to  Li S h a n c h an g . D esp ite  th e s e  g u a ra n te e s  

g iven  by th e  em p ero r, th e  77-year-old Li S h a n c h a n g  a n d  th e  rest 

o f  h is  fa m ily -m o re  t h a n  s e v e n ty  o f  th e m , w e re  e x e c u te d  by 

E m peror T aizu . w h o  sh o w ed  n o  regard fo r p a s t  service, a ffec tion  

o r  p rom ises.

In  a n o th e r  r o u n d u p  o f  H u  p a r t i s a n s ,  a  f u r th e r  f i f te e n  

th o u sa n d  peo p le  w ere  ex ecu ted .

S in ce  th e  H u  W eiyong  c r is is . E m p ero r T aizu  n o  lo n g er felt 

c o m fo r ta b le  e n tru s t in g  m in is te rs  w ith  m ili ta ry  a n d  e x ec u tiv e  

p o w ers. H e a b o lish e d  th e  p o s t o f  g ran d  c o u n c ilo r  a n d  o rd e re d  

th e  h e a d s  o f  th e  M in istry  o f  Personnel, th e  M in istry  o f  Revenue.

3
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th e  M inistry  o f  R ites, th e  M in istry  o f  W ar, th e  M in istry  o f  Ju s tice  

a n d  th e  M inistry  o f  W orks to  rep o rt d irec tly  to  h im . H e  ab o lish ed  

th e  C h ie f  M ilitary C o m m and , w h ic h  w as in  ch arg e  o f  all m ilita ry  

forces a n d  estab lish ed  in  i ts  p lace five C h ie f M ilitary C om m issions 

( th e  Left. R ight, C enter, Forw ard  a n d  R ear C om m issions), e ach  in 

c h arg e  o f  i ts  o w n  m ilita ry  force , to  be p u t u n d e r  th e  em p e ro r 's  

c o m m a n d  in  t im e s  o f  w ar. P ow er w as  th u s  g rea tly  c en tra liz e d  

u n d e r  th e  e m p ero r o f  th e  M ing D ynasty.

T h e  c r is is  o f  H u  W eiyong  w a s  n o t  th e  la s t, a n d  th re e  y ears 

la te r  th e  J m  Y i  W ei  d e n o u n c e d  G en era l Lan Y u fo r  s e d i tio u s  

in te n t .  E m p e ro r T a iz u  h a d  Lan Y u e x e c u te d  a n d  o rd e re d  a n  

in v es tig a tio n  to  fe rre t o u t h is  co-consp ira to rs . As a  resu lt, fifteen  

th o u sa n d  c iv il a n d  m ilita ry  o ffic ia ls  w e re  fo u n d  im p lica ted  a n d  

ex ecu ted .

In  th e  a f te rm a th  o f  th e se  tw o  h igh-profile  c ases, th e  im perial 

co u rt w as purged  o f  nearly  all th o se  w h o  h a d  m ad e  a  c o n trib u tio n  

to  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  M ing D ynasty. E m peror T aizu  o f  M ing th u s  

g a in ed  n o to r ie ty  in  h is to ry  a s  a ru th le s s  d ic ta to r.
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T h e  P r in c e  o f Y a n  M a rc h e s  in to  N ani

4. T he Prince o f  

Y an M arches in to  N anjing

As E m peror T aizu  o f  M ing busied  h im s e lf  w ith  k illin g  o f f  h is  

p o w erfu l m in is te rs , h e  c o n c u rre n tly  m a d e  e ac h  o f  h is  tw e n ty - 

fo u r so n s  P rince o f  a fiefdom . Som e o f  th e  feu d ato ry  p rin ces h a d  

th e i r  o w n  a rm ie s .  E m p e ro r T a iz u  o f  M ing b e lie v e d  th a t  th is  

a rra n g e m e n t w o u ld  so lid ify  th e  ru le  o f  th e  Ming; l ittle  k n o w in g  

th a t  h e  h a d  so w n  th e  seed  o f  fu tu re  a n arch y .

W h en  E m peror T aizu  o f  M ing re ac h ed  h is  s ix tie s , h is  c ro w n  

p r in c e  Z h u  B iao d ie d  a n d  Z h u  Y u n w e n , Z h u  B iao’s  so n , w a s  

d e s ig n a te d  h e ir  t o  th e  th ro n e  o n  a c c o u n t o f  h is  s ta tu s  a s  o ld es t 

g ra n d so n  o f  th e  re ig n in g  em p ero r. M ost o f  th e  feu d a to ry  p rin ces 

w e re  u n c le s  o f  Z h u  Y u n w e n  a n d  w e re  u p s e t  b y  th e  l ik e ly  

su c c e ss io n  o f  th e ir  n e p h e w . O ne p r in c e  in  p a r tic u la r  fo u n d  it 

d i f f ic u l t  to  a c c e p t  th e  d e s ig n a t io n  o f  Z h u  Y u n w e n  a s  h e ir  

ap p aren t. H e w as  Z hu  Di, P rince o f  Y an . w h o  w a s  th e  fo u rth  son  

o f  E m peror T aizu , s ta tio n e d  w ith  h is  tro o p s  in  B eiping ( t o d a / s  

Beijing) a n d  c red ite d  w ith  m an y  b a tt le  v ic to ries .

Z hu  Di w a s  am o n g  th e  m ore  capab le  a n d  in telligent o f  Em peror 

T aizu 's sons. It is  sa id  th a t  Em peror Taizu o n ce  asked  Z hu  Y unw en 

to  c o m p le te  a m a tch in g  coup le t. T h e  em p ero r read  o u t h is  lin e

'T h e  w in d  b low s a t  th e  h o rse 's  tail, c rea tin g  a th o u sa n d  lines".

Z hu  Y u n w en  c am e  u p  w ith  th e  m a tc h in g  l in e

'T h e  ra in  b e a ts  o n  th e  sh e e p 's  w ool, ra is in g  a  b ig  b a d  stink".

E m p e ro r  T a iz u 's  fa c e  f e ll  in  d is a p p ro v a l .  Z h u  Di, w h o

4 3
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h ap p en e d  to  b e  p re sen t, sa id  “I h a v e  a  m a tc h in g  l in e  too". W hen 

p ro m p te d  by E m pero r T aizu , Z hu  Di read  o u t

“T h e  su n  tu rn s  th e  d rag o n ’s  sca les  in to  te n  th o u sa n d  g litters 

o f  gold."

Z hu  Di s  m a tc h in g  l in e  c lea rly  a im e d  to  p lea se  th e  em p ero r 

a s  it referred  to  th e  d ragon , a sym bol o f  im perial pow er. Em peror 

T a izu  h a d  h ig h  p ra is e  fo r Z h u  Di s  m a tc h in g  v e rse  a n d  Z hu  Di 

b ecam e e v en  m o re  d ism iss iv e  o f  Z h u  Y unw en.

A lth o u g h  re la tiv e ly  u n so p h is tic a te d . Z hu  Y u n w en  w as n o t 

u n aw are  o f  Z hu  Di's low  o p in io n  o f  h im . O ne day  H u an g  Zicheng, 

a n  official in  th e  Eastern Palace (reserved fo r im perial heirs) a n d  Zhu 

Y unw en 's teacher a n d  reading com panion, saw  th e  la tter sitting  alone 

o u ts id e  th e  e a s te rn  e n tra n ce  o f  th e  palace, w ith  h is  b ro w  tig h tly  

kn it a n d  h eav ing  deep, long sighs. H uang  Z icheng asked  th e  clearly 

troubled  a n d  pensive  h e ir  w h a t w as w eigh ing  o n  h is  m ind.

"All m y u n c le s  h av e  th e ir  arm ies." rep lied  Z h u  Y u n w en . "H ow 

c an  I co n tro l th e m  in  th e  fu ture?"

H u a n g  Z ic h e n g  to ld  Z h u  Y u n w e n  th e  s to ry  o f  h o w  th e  

W este rn  H an  h a d  ov erco m e th e  R ebellion o f  th e  Seven S ta tes.

"As pow erfu l a s  th e  W u a n d  th e  C hu  a n d  th e  o th e r  five feudal 

s ta te s  w ere." H u an g  Z ich en g  c o n c lu d ed , " th e  m o m e n t E m peror 

J in g  o f  H an  u n leash ed  h is  a rm y  o n  th em , th e ir  rebellion crum bled. 

I n  th e  sa m e  v e in , a s  a  d i r e c t  d e s c e n d a n t  o f  th e  e m p e ro r . H is  

H ig h n e ss  n e ed  n o t  w o rry  a b o u t  rebellion  b y  h is  unc les."

H is te a c h e r 's  ta le  re a ssu red  Z hu  Y unw en  to  a n  ex ten t.

U p o n  t h e  d e a th  o f  E m p e ro r T a iz u  o f  M ing  in  1398, Z h u  

Y u n w e n  a cc ed e d  to  th e  th r o n e  a s  E m p ero r H u i o f  M ing, a lso  

k n o w n  a s  E m peror J ia n w e n  (Jianw en be ing  o n e  o f  h is  era nam es). 

T h e  im perial c a p ita l w as  s o o n  abuzz  w ith  ru m o r a b o u t c o n ta c ts
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b e tw een  th e  o ilie r  p rin ces in  p rep ara tio n  for a  coup . T aking fright 

a t  th e  re p o rte d  c o u p  p re p a ra tio n s .  E m p ero r J ia n w e n  c a lled  in 

H u an g  Z icheng.

"Do y o u  re m e m b e r  w h a t  y o u  s a id  to  m e  n e a r  th e  e a s te rn  

e n tra n c e  o f  m y  palace?" lie  a sk ed  h im .

"D on 't w o rry , H is  M ajesty!" H u a n g  Z ic h en g  rep lied . "H ow  

co u ld  I h a v e  forgo tten?"

As so o n  a s  H u a n g  Z ich en g  le f t th e  im p e ria l p a lace , h e  m et 

w ith  Qi T ai. a n o th e r  o f  E m pero r J ia n w e n 's  t ru s te d  a id es . Qi Tai 

w as o f  th e  v iew  th a t  o f  a ll th e  p rin ce s  th e  P rince o f  Y an h a d  th e  

m o st pow erfu l a rm y  a n d  h a d  b ig  p la n s  fo r h is  fu tu re . H e sh o u ld  

th e re fo re  b e  th e  f irs t to  h a v e  h is  w in g s  c lipped . H u an g  Z ich en g  

d isag reed . In  h is  o p in io n  th e  Prince o f  Y an h a d  p repared  h im se lf  

fo r a c o n fro n ta tio n  a n d  th e re fo re  it w o u ld  b e  p ru d e n t to  a c t first 

ag a in s t p rin ce s  o n  th e  p e rip h e ry  o f  th e  Prince o f  V an 's  fiefdom . 

Z h u  Xiao, P rin ce  o f  Z hou , w a s  th e  P rin ce  o f  V an 's  b ro th e r  a n d  

h a d  h is  fiefdom  in Kaifeng. N eutralizing th e  P rince o f  Z hou w ould 

b e  t a n ta m o u n t  to  c lip p in g  th e  w in g s  o f  th e  P rin ce  o f  Y an  a n d  

fa c ilita tin g  h is  e lim in a tio n .

A fte r re a c h in g  a  c o n se n su s , th e  tw o  tru s te d  a id e s  rep o rted  

b a ck  to  E m p e ro r J ia n w e n . w h o  lik e d  w h a t h e  h e a rd  a n d  se n t 

tro o p s  o n  so m e  v ag u e  p re te x t to  H e n a n  to  a rre s t Z hu  X iao and  

b rin g  h im  b ack  to  N anjing . H e w a s  s tr ip p ed  o f  h is  t it le  a n d  sen t 

to  Y u n n a n  o n  g a rriso n  d u ty . A n o th e r  th re e  p r in c e s  w ere  so o n  

fo u n d  to  h av e  v io la ted  th e  law  in  so m e  w ay  a n d  all s im ila rly  lost 

th e ir  t it le  o f  p rince .

T h e  P rin ce  o f  Y an  h a d  lo n g  b e e n  tr a in in g  h is  a rm y  fo r  a 

reb ellion . In  o rd e r  to  lull E m pero r J ia n w e n  in to  a  fa lse  se n se  o f  

secu rity , h e  fe igned  in san ity , ta lk in g  n o n se n se  a ll day  long  a n d
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so m etim es ly ing o n  th e  g round  for days. W hen  a n  envoy  w as sen t 

b y  E m peror Jian w en  to  v isit h im . h e  found  th e  Prince o f  Y an try ing  

to  k eep  w arm  by  a  b razier, a ll th e  w h ile  c o m p la in in g  o f  feeling  

co ld , in  th e  m id d le  o f  sum m er! A fter h e a rin g  th e  e n v o / s  report. 

Em peror J ian w en  w a s  conv in ced  th e  Prince o f  Y an w as really sick.

But Qi T ai a n d  H u a n g  Z ic h en g  h a d  th e ir  s u s p ic io n s  a b o u t 

th e  v e rac ity  o f  th e  P rince o f  Y an’s  illn e ss . T h ey  s e n t  a p a rty  to  

B eiping to  d e ta in  m em b e rs  o f  th e  P rin ce  o f  Y an ' fam ily  w h ile  

i s s u i n g  a  s e c r e t  o r d e r  to  Z h a n g  X in . R e g io n a l  M il ita ry  

C o m m iss io n e r o f  B eiping, to  se n d  tro o p s  to  a rre s t th e  P rince o f  

Y an . S o m e  of f ic ia ls  in  th e  p r in c e 's  h o u s e h o ld  h a d  a ls o  b een  

e n lis te d  to  p ro v id e  su p p o rt for th e  ac tio n . T h ey  h a d  n o t co u n ted  

o n  th e  p o ss ib ility  th a t  Z h an g  X in w o u ld  s id e  w ith  th e  P rince o f  

Y an  a n d  in fo rm  h im  o f  th e ir  p la n —w h ic h  h e  d id .

U pon lea rn in g  o f  th e  a r re s t  p lan , th e  P rin ce  o f  Y an ro u n d e d  

u p  a ll  th o s e  o f f ic ia l s  in  h is  h o u s e h o ld  w h o  h a d  a g re e d  to  

co lla b o ra te  w ith  E m pero r J ia n w e n  a n d  s e t th e  c o u p  in  m o tio n . 

Sh rew d  a s  h e  w as. th e  Prince k n ew  th a t  pub lic ly  rebelling  against 

E m p e ro r  J i a n w e n ,  a l e g i t im a te  ru le r ,  w o u ld  b e  to  h is  o w n  

d isa d v a n ta g e ; s o  h e  d e v is e d  a  p re te x t  fo r  h is  m ilita ry  a c tio n , 

c la im in g  it w as  a im e d  at h e lp in g  E m pero r J ia n w e n  to  e lim in a te  

th e  ev il m in is te rs  H u a n g  Z ich en g  a n d  Qi T ai. T h is  c iv il w a r  is 

k n o w n  to  h is to ry  as J in g  N a n  Z h i  Bian  o r  th e  "C am paign to  C lear 

A w ay D isorders".

T h e  P rince o f  Y an w a s  a  se a so n ed  m ilita ry  c o m m a n d e r  w ith  

re a l c o m b a t  e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  h a d  a  w e ll- tra in e d  a rm y . H e w a s  

th e re fo re  a b le  to  q u ick ly  sec u re  a  n u m b e r  o f  s tra te g ic  p o s itio n s  

d u rin g  h is  m arc h  to  th e  so u th  a n d  th e  o ffic ia ls  o f  m a n y  reg ions 

a n d  c o u n tie s  su r re n d e re d  to  h im . In  a  frigh t. E m pero r J ia n w e n

4 c
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sack ed  Qi T ai a n d  H u a n g  Z ich en g  in  a n  a tte m p t to  in d u c e  th e  

P rince o f  Y an  to  pu ll b ack  h is  tro o p s, b u t th e  P rin ce  p e rsis ted .

T h is  civil w a r las ted  nearly  th ree  years. In  1402, a  fierce b a ttle  

e ru p ted  in  H uaibei. n o rth  o f  th e  H ua i River, be tw een  th e  Prince o f  

Van’s  arm y a n d  th e  so u th e rn  troops se n t by  th e  M ing court. W hile 

som e co m m an d ers in h is  a rm y  urged a  tem porary  retreat, th e  Prince 

o f  Y an to ld  th em . "In th is  cam p aig n  re tre a t is  n o t  a n  option!"

Soon, th e  a rm y  o f  th e  P rince o f  Y an  c u t o f f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t 

troops' su p p ly  ro u te  a n d  lau n c h ed  a  su rp rise  a tta ck  th a t  p u t th em  

to  rou t.

From  th e n  o n . th e  Y an  a rm y  m et l it t le  re s is ta n c e  a n d  easily  

a n d  q u ick ly  a rrived  a t  Y in g tian . R ealizing th e  d ire  s tra its  h e  w as 

in. E m peror J ia n w e n  o rd e re d  h is  tro o p s  to  d e fen d  th e  c ap ita l to  

th e  d e a th , a n d  a t th e  s a m e  tim e  s e n t  peace  en v o y s to  th e  Prince 

o f  Y an , o f fe r in g  to  c ed e  te rr ito ry  in  e x c h a n g e  fo r th e  P rin ce ’s 

ag reem en t to  w ith d ra w  h is  troops. T h e  peace  o v e rtu re  w as  again  

reb u ffed  b y  th e  P rince o f  Yan.

A few  d a y s  later. Li J in g long . th e  g en era l in  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  

cap ita l garrison , o p en ed  th e  c ity  ga tes in  su rre n d e r a n d  th e  cap ital 

fell to  th e  Y an arm y.
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T h e  P rince o f  Y an  e n te re d  th e  c ity  a t  th e  h e a d  o f  h is  troops, 

o n ly  to  f in d  th e  im p e ria l p a la ce  e n g u lfe d  in  a  ra g in g  fire. T he 

P rince o f  Y an  im m e d ia te ly  o rd e re d  h is  tro o p s  to  p u t  o u t  th e  fire 

b u t m an y  h a d  p e rished  in  th e  in fem o  by th e  tim e  th ey  succeeded. 

W h e n  h e  d e m a n d e d  to  k n o w  th e  w h e r e a b o u ts  o f  E m p e ro r  

J ia n w e n . h e  w a s  to ld  th a t  b e fo re  th e  Y an  a rm y  h a d  e n te re d  th e  

c ity , E m pero r J ia n w e n  h a d  g iven  th e  o rd e r  to  to rc h  th e  p a lace  

a n d  th e  em p ero r a n d  em p ress  h a d  c o m m itted  su ic id e  b y  th ro w in g  

th em se lv es  in to  th e  flam es.

Z h u  Di, th e  P rince o f  Y an. a sc e n d e d  th e  th ro n e  a s  E m pero r 

C hengzu  o f  M ing. In  1421 E m pero r C hengzu  o f  M ing m o v ed  h is  

c a p ita l to  B eijing a n d  it re m a in e d  th e  im p e ria l c a p ita l th ro u g h  

th e  re s t o f  th e  M ing period .
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5- S anbao  th e  E unuch  Explores 

th e  "W estern  O ceans"

A fter se iz in g  th e  th ro n e  by  fo rce  f ro m  h is  n ep h ew , E m peror 

C hengzu  o f  M ing w;is tro u b led  by  a  nagging d o u b t  a b o u t th e  real 

fa te  o f  E m peror Jianw en : h is  rem ain s w ere n ev er fo u n d  am id  th e  

ru b b le  o f  th e  to rc h e d  palace. Did h e  d ie  in  th e  fire  o r  n o t?

R um ors a b o u n d ed  in  th e  cap ita l. A ccord ing  to  som e. Em peror 

J ia n w e n  d id  n o t c o m m it su ic id e  b u t  h a d  ta k e n  ad v an tag e  o f  th e  

c h a o s  c rea te d  by  th e  fire  to  e scap e  w ith  a  n u m b e r  o f  a tte n d a n ts  

a n d  e u n u c h s  th ro u g h  a n  u n d e rg ro u n d  tu n n e l  th a t  led  o u t o f  th e  

city. M ore bizarre s to rie s  cam e back  to  th e  capital-alleging Em peror 

J ia n w e n  h a d  se ttle d  in  th is  o r  th a t  to w n  a n d  ev en tu a lly  b ecam e 

a  m onk. T h e  spec ific  d e ta ils  th a t  acco m p an ied  th e  s to ries  seem ed 

so  com p ellin g  th a t  E m peror C hengzu 's d o u b t w as re in fo rced . He 

trem b led  a t  th e  th o u g h t t h a t  i f  E m peror J ia n w e n  w as  s till  a live 

h e  m ig h t be  reg ro u p in g  so m e w h e re  in  p re p ara tio n  for a n  a tta ck  

a g a in s t  h im  in  th e  n a m e  o f  leg itim acy . In  o rd e r  to  ge t to  th e  

b o tto m  o f  th e  m a tte r , E m pero r C h engzu  s e n t  o u t  t ru s te d  a id es 

acro ss th e  c o u n try  on  a  sec re t m issio n  to  track  d o w n  th e  m issing  

e m p e ro r. S in c e  th e  real p u rp o se  o f  th e  m is s io n  w a s  b e s t kep t 

s e c re t  f ro m  th e  g e n e ra l  p u b l ic ,  t h e  m is s io n  w a s  o f f ic ia l ly  

desc rib ed  a s  o n e  to  sco u r th e  lan d  fo r d iv in itie s . T h e  sea rch  w ent 

o n  fo r n early  th re e  decades.

It o ccu rred  to  E m peror C hengzu th a t  E m peror J ia n w e n  m ight 

h a v e  fled  o v e rsea s. C h in a  w as  th e n  a  n a s c e n t  a n d  r is in g  naval 

p o w e r a n d  E m pero r C hengzu  th o u g h t  h e  w o u ld  b e  k illin g  tw o
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b ird s  w ith  o n e  s to n e  b y  sen d in g  a  fleet ab road  w ith  th e  com b in ed  

m iss io n  o f  p ro jec tin g  th e  e m p ire 's  p o w er, tra d in g  w ith  fo reign  

n a tio n s ,  p ro c u rin g  so m e  p re c io u s  s to n e s  a n d  try in g  to  lo ca te  

E m peror J ian w en .

T h u s  th e  d e c is io n  w a s  m a d e  to  d is p a tc h  su c h  a  f le e t. T h e  

n e x t q u e s t io n  w a s  w h o  sh o u ld  lead  th is  m iss io n . C learly  it had  

to  b e  so m e o n e  th a t  en jo y ed  h is  to ta l tru s t. H is  th o u g h ts  tu rn e d  

to  Z heng  He, a  e u n u c h  w h o  h a d  se rv ed  a t h is  s id e  for m any  years. 

H e w o u ld  be a n  ideal c a n d id a te  fo r th e  jo b .

Z heng  H e 's n a m e  a t b ir th  w a s  Ma He. y e t h e  w a s  n ick n am ed  

"Sanbao". Z h en g  w a s  b o rn  to  a M u slim  fam ily  in  Y u n n a n . H is 

g ra n d fa th e r  a n d  fa th e r  believed  in  Islam  a n d  h a d  co m p le ted  th e  

p ilg rim age to  M ecca. Z h en g  H e g a rn ered  s n ip p e ts  o f  in fo rm atio n  

a b o u t  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  fro m  h is  fa th e r  f ro m  a  y o u n g  age. W hen  

h e  w a s  tak en  to  th e  h o u se h o ld  o f  th e  P rince o f  Y an  a n d  m a d e  a 

e u n u c h , h is  k n o w led g e  a n d  a b ili ty  e a rn e d  h im  th e  t ru s t  o f  th e  

fu tu re  E m peror C h engzu . T h e  h o n o rif ic  s u rn a m e  o f  Z h en g  w as 

a w ard e d  by th e  em peror, b u t th e  n ick n a m e  S an b ao  s tu c k  a n d  he 

c o n tin u e d  to  be  k n o w n  a m o n g  th e  p eo p le  a s  "E unuch  Sanbao" 

a n d  th e  a p p e lla tio n  ev en  fo u n d  i ts  w ay  in to  so m e  books.

In  J u n e  1405. E m peror C hengzu  o f  M ing fo rm ally  d e s ig n a ted  

Z h en g  H e  e n v o y  a t  th e  h e ad  o f  a f le e t  o f  s h ip s  b o u n d  fo r "the 

W este rn  O ceans" o r  " th e  W est". T h e  “W est" o f  th a t  tim e  d id  no t 

re fe r to  th e  E u ro p ean  c o n tin e n t  b u t  r a th e r  to  th e  se a s  a n d  th e  

s la te s  b o rd e rin g  th o se  w a te rs  to  th e  w e s t o f  th e  S o u th  C hina Sea. 

Z h en g  H e 's  flee t c o n s is te d  o f  m o re  th a n  27.800 c rew  m em b ers , 

in c lu d in g  so ld ie rs  a n d  sa ilo rs  a s  w ell a s  tec h n ic ian s , in te rp re te rs  

a n d  p h y sic ian s . T h ey  trav e led  in  six ty -tw o  large s h ip s  th a t  w ere  

145 m e te rs  long  a n d  60 m e te rs  w id e—a  ra re  size  in  th o s e  tim es.

5
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T h e  im p ress iv e  fleet sa iled  from  L iujiahe in  Suzhou, p resen t-d ay  

L iuhe  in  T aica rig  o f  J ia n g su  Province, a n d  h u g g in g  th e  c o a s t o f  

Fu jian , h e ad e d  so u th .

Z h en g  H e 's  f i r s t  v o y ag e  in c lu d e d  v is i ts  to  C h a m p a  (in  th e  

so u th  o f  m o d e m  V ietnam ); fo llow ed  by  Jav a . P a lem b an g  (on th e  

s o u th e a s te rn  c o a s t  o f  m o d e rn  S u m a tra , In d o n e s ia ) ; S u m atra ; 

Malacca; C alicut a n d  Ceylon. W hen h is  treasu re-laden  fleet arrived 

in  a  k in g d o m , h e  w o u ld  d e liv e r a le t te r  by  E m pero r C hengzu  to  

th e  local k in g  a n d  o ffe r  g ifts  a s  a  to k e n  o f  C h in a 's  good w ill. He 

w a s  w a rm ly  rece iv ed  in  m a n y  k in g d o m s , w h ic h  rea lized  th a t  

Z h e n g  H e  d id  n o t  i n te n d  h i s  a w e  in s p i r in g  f le e t  to  b e  a n  

in s tm m e n t  o f  in tim id a tio n , b u t w as  frien d ly  to w a rd s  th em .

Z h en g  H e re tu rn e d  to  C h in a  in  S e p tem b e r o f  th e  th ird  year 

o f  h i s  v o y a g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  " W e s te r n  O c e a n s ."  H e  w a s  

a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  g if t-b e a r in g  e n v o y s  s e n t  o n  a  r e tu rn  v is i t  by  

th e  k in g s  o f  la n d s  a lo n g  h is  ro u te s  o f  e x p lo ra tio n . T h e  voyage 

h a d  n o t  b e en  w i th o u t  in c id e n t ,  a n d  m a n y  fie rc e  s to r m s  a n d  

h ig h  w av es h a d  b e e n  e n c o u n te re d . B ut th e  s h ip s  w ere  m a n n e d  

b y  se a so n ed  sa ilo rs  w h o  e n su re d  th a t  th e y  w e a th e red  th e  s to rm s 

w ith o u t  in c id e n t. As th e  re tu rn in g  flee t a p p ro ac h ed  P alenbang , 

h o w e v e r, it ra n  in to  tro u b le .

A m an  by th e  n a m e  o f  C hen  Zuyi. w h o  h a d  in s ta lled  h im se lf  

o n  a n  is lan d  n e a r  P a lenbang . w a s  th e  h e a d  o f  a  gan g  o f  p ira te s  

w h o  ro b b ed  p a ss in g  m erc h an ts . C hen  sa liv a ted  a t  th e  n ew s th a t 

th e  treasu re -lad en  flee t o f  Z h en g  H e  w a s  ap p roach ing . A fter som e 

d is c u s s io n  w ith  h is  c o -c o n sp ira to rs , it w a s  d e c id e d  to  fe ig n  a 

w a rm  re ce p tio n  fo r Z h en g  H e a n d  w a it fo r  th e  m o m e n t o f  h is  

low ered  g u a rd  to  ra id  th e  treasu res.
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li Explores ib

H ow ever, local re s id en t, S h i Jin q in g , got w o rd  o f  th e  p ira tes ' 

p la n  a n d  s e c re t ly  s e n t  w o rd  to  Z h e n g  H e. w h o s e  f le e t  w as  

a n ch o re d  o ffsh o re .

W ith  h is  tw e n ty  th o u sa n d  sold iers, Z heng  H e w as  n o t u n d u ly  

d is tu rb ed  by th e  p lan n ed  a ttack  o f  th e  p ira tes . R ather, h e  decided  

to  te a c h  th e m  a  le sso n . Z h en g  H e  o rd e re d  th e  larg e  g a lleo n s  to  

d isp e rse  a n d  w eigh  a n ch o r  in  th e  port o f  P alenbang. T h e  so ld iers  

w ere  to ld  to  b e  o n  b a ttle  a lert, w ith  gun  pow der, sw o rd s a n d  o th e r 

w e ap o n s  a t  th e  ready.

W h en  n ig h t fell. C hen Zuyi a n d  h is  gan g  o f  p ira tes , rid in g  in  

d o z en s  o f  sm all c ra fts , sa iled  d irec tly  to w ard  th e  p o rt o n  a  calm  

sea  to  carry  o u t  a sn eak  a ttack . Yet before  th e y  k n ew  it. th e  large 

ga lleo n s su rro u n d e d  th e m  a t th e  signal o f  a s in g le  c a n n o n  sh o t, 

fired from  Z heng  H e 's flag sh ip , h em m in g  in  th e  p ira tes ' b oa ts . As 

a  re su lt o f  th e ir  o v e rw h elm in g  n u m b ers  a n d  th e ir  read in ess , th e  

M ing troops d ecim ated  C hen  Zuyi's party . T h e  so ld iers o n  th e  large 

galleons h u rled  to rch es in to  th e  p ira tes ' boats. As h is  b o a t burned . 

C hen Zuyi. realizing escape w a s  n o  longer possible, allow ed h im self 

to  be  taken  cap tive  w ith o u t resistance. Z heng H e b o u n d  C hen Zuyi, 

a n d  took  h im  to  C hina. In  th e  capital. Z heng  H e p resen ted  Em peror 

C hengzu  w ith  C hen Zuyi a n d  h is  fe llow  p risoners.

I n  a n  a u d ie n c e  w i th  E m p e ro r  C h e n g z u . t h e  e n v o y s  o f  

n u m e ro u s  k in g d o m s p re sen te d  h im  w ith  ra re  a n d  p rec io u s g ifts  

a n d  th e  e m p e ro r 's  fa c e  g lo w e d  w ith  g e n u in e  p le a su re  a t  th e  

b r illian t su c c ess  o f  Z h en g  H e’s  m issio n .

E m p ero r C h en g zu  w a s  e v e n tu a lly  c o n v in c e d  th a t  E m pero r 

J ia n w e n  h a d  in d e e d  d ie d  a n d  th e r e  w a s  n o  lo n g e r  a  n e e d  to  

c o n tin u e  th e  s e a rc h  fo r  h im . T h e  v o y ag es  o v e rsea s , h o w ev er, 

o f fe re d  m a n y  o th e r  b e n e f i ts ,  n o ta b ly  th e  g a in  in  h is  e m p ire 's

6  I
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p res tig e  a n d  th e  p ro m o tio n  of tra d e  w ith  c o u n tr ie s  to  th e  w e s t 

o f  h is  em p ire . So th e  v oyages th ro u g h  th e  "W estern  O ceans" led 

by  Z heng  H e co n tin u e d . In  th e  nearly  th ree  d e ca d es  b e tw een  1405 

a n d  1433 . Z heng  H e  led  seven  voyages th a t  v is ited  a to ta l o f  m ore 

t h a n  th i r ty  n a t io n s  in  th e  I n d ia n  O cean , re a c h in g  a s  f a r  as 

M ogadishu , in  to d ay 's  S om alia  on  th e  A frican  coast.

In  th e  y ea r Z heng  H e  re tu rn ed  from  h is  s ix th  voyage. E m peror 

C hengzu d ied  o f  illness. H is  so n  Z h u  G aochi, w h o  succeed ed  h im  

w ith  th e  t it le  o f  E m pero r R enzong  o f  M ing, d ied  le s s  th a n  a  year 

later. T h e  n e x t successo r, Z hu  Zhanji, w h o  acced ed  to  th e  th ro n e  

a s  E m pero r X uanzong  o f  M ing, w as  o n ly  e ig h t o r  n in e  y e a rs  old 

a n d  real p o w e r w a s  h e ld  by  h is  g ra n d m o th e r  E m press D ow ager 

Xu a n d  th re e  sen io r, h o ld o v er m in is te rs . T h e  m in is te rs  believed  

th a t  th e  sev en  voy ag es o f  Z h en g  H e  h a d  p ro v ed  to o  m u c h  o f  a 

financ ia l b u rd e n  to  th e  s ta te  a n d  C hina’s  m aritim e  en te rp rise  w as 

s to p p ed  in  its  tracks.

Z heng  He’s  seven  voyages n o t  o n ly  em b o d ied  th e  irrepressib le  

exp lo ra to ry  sp irit  o f  C h in a 's  a n c ie n t in h ab itan ts , b u t  a lso  a tte s ted  

to  th e  a d v a n c e d  s ta te  o f  C h in a 's  o cean -g o in g  tec h n o lo g y  in  th e  

p e rio d  of th e  M ing D y n asty . Z h en g  H e’s  e x p e d itio n s  p ro m o te d  

f r ie n d s h ip  a n d  e c o n o m ic  a n d  c u ltu ra l  e x c h a n g e s  w ith  m an y  

co u n tries  in  A sia a n d  Africa. T o th is  day , s to rie s  a b o u t th e  C hinese 

e x p lo re r-eu n u ch  "Sanbao" still c irc u la te  in  th e s e  co u n trie s .
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6 . Yu Q ian D efends Beijing

In  1436 Z hu  Q izheii. th e  n ine-year-o ld  c ro w n  prince, ascended  

th e  th ro n e  a s  E m peror Y ingzong o f  Ming. T h e  e u n u ch  W ang Zhen, 

a s  D irec to r o f  C e rem o n ies, h e lp e d  E m pero r Y ingzong  w ith  th e  

re ad in g  o f  m e m o ra n d u m s  a n d  re p o rts  p re se n te d  b y  m in is te rs . 

In  h is  w a n to n  p u r s u i t  o f  p le a su re  E m p ero r Y in g zo n g  to ta lly  

neg lec ted  th e  ru n n in g  o f  th e  s ta te  a n d  W ang Z h en  h a d  a  perfect 

o p p o rtu n ity  to  u su rp  civil a n d  m ilita ry  pow er.

It w as a t  th is  t im e  th e  O irats, a  M ongol tribe , rose  in  s tren g th . 

I n  1449 th e  O ira t  le a d e r  E sen T ay is i led  a b a t ta l io n  to  a tta c k  

D atong. E m pero r Y ingzong. n e v e r  k n o w n  to  h a v e  a  m in d  o f  h is  

o w n . w a s  p e rsu ad e d  by W ang  Z h en  to  tak e  th e  ra sh  d e c is io n  to  

p e rso n a lly  lead  th e  c o u n te ra t ta c k  o v er th e  o b je c tio n s  o f  o th e r  

m in is te rs  a n d  adv isers .

T h e  resu lt w as th e  collapse o f  th e  500.000 s tro n g  M ing a rm y  at 

Fort T u m u  (east o f  m odern-day  H uailai in  Hebei Province). In  th e  

b a ttle . W ang  Z h en  lo s t h is  life a n d  E m peror Y ingzong w a s  taken  

prisoner. W hen  n e w s o f  th e  d e fea t reached  Beijing, th e  frigh tened  

em press dow ager and  th e  em p ress  m elted  in to  tears. T hey secretly 

se n t e u n u c h s  w ith  a n  im pressive  h o a rd  o f  gold, silver, g em s and  

silk s  p icked  from  th e  p rivate  v a u lts  o f  th e  im perial h o u se h o ld  to 

seek  o u t th e  O irat a rm y  a n d  o ffer th e  treasu res a s  ran so m  fo r th e  

re tu rn  o f  th e  em peror. It w as all in  vain.

M ing so ld ie rs  w o u n d e d  in  th e  b a tt le  o f  Fort T u m u  b eg an  to  

ap p ea r in  th e  s tre e ts  o f  Beijing w ith  th e ir  a rm s  o r  legs m is s in g -  

a d d in g  to  p o p u la r  u n e a s e  a n d  u n c e r ta in ty  a b o u t th e  fa te  o f  th e
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e m p ero r. B esides, th e  in h a b i ta n ts  w o n d e re d , w ith  th e  sh a rp ly  

red u ced  s tre n g th  o f  th e  tro o p s  d e fe n d in g  th e  c ap ita l, how  cou ld  

w e  d e fen d  o u rse lv es  a g a in s t a n  in v as io n  by th e  O irat arm y?

In  o rd e r  to  c a lm  th e  p u b lic 's  fe a rs , th e  e m p re s s  d o w a g e r  

a n n o u n ce d  th a t  Z hu  Q iyu. th e  P rince o f  C heng, w o u ld  h e n ce fo rth  

a c t as regent. She  called  th e  to p  o fficials to g e th e r to  d isc u ss  w ays 

to  d ea l w ith  th e  O ira ts . T h e re  w as  m u ch  ta lk , b u t  l it t le  r e s u l t -  

good id ea s  w ere  in  sh o r t supp ly .

T h e r e 's  n o  w ay  w e  c o u ld  w ith s ta n d  a tta c k  by  th e  su p e rio r  

fo rc e  o l th e  O ira ts ,"  t h e  m in i s t e r  Xu Y o u z h e n  s a id .  “My 

astro n o m ica l o b se rv a tio n s tell m e a m ajor c a ta s tro p h e  is loom ing 

o v er th e  cap ital. I t  w o u ld  b e  w ise  to  re trea t to  th e  s o u th  to  s it ou t 

th e  d is a s te r  b e fo re  c o n s id e r in g  o u r  fu tu re  o p tions."

Yu Q ian , a  v ic e -m in is te r  o f  th e  M in istry  o f  W ar, sa id  w ith  a 

s e r io u s  e x p re ss io n  to  th e  e m p re s s  d o w a g e r  a n d  th e  P rin ce  o f  

Cheng, "A nyone a d v o ca tin g  ru n n in g  aw ay  sh o u ld  b e  decap ita ted . 

T h e  c a p i ta l  is  a  c e n t r a l  s y m b o l o f  th e  s t a te .  I f  t h e  c e n tr a l  

g o v e rn m en t pu lls  o u t fro m  th e  cap ital, it w ill spell th e  e n d  o f  th e  

s ta te . H ave w e  fo rg o tten  th e  lesso n  o f  th e  Song D ynasty?"

Yu Q ian 's  v ie w  h a d  m a jo rity  su p p o rt a m o n g  th e  m in is te rs , 

th u s  th e  e m p re ss  d o w ag er p u t Yu Q ian  in  c h arg e  o f  th e  d e fen se  

o f  th e  cap ital.

Yu Q ian h a d  r ise n  th ro u g h  th e  ran k s  o f  local b u reau c racy  to  

th e  p o s itio n  o f  "G rand C o o rd inato r"  (o fficial s e n t  b y  th e  c en tra l 

g o v e rn m e n t to  su p e rv ise  p ro v in c ia l a d m in is tra t io n )  o f  H enan . 

W h en  th e  p o w e r o f  W ang  Z h en  w a s  a t  i ts  z e n ith , th e  in te g rity  

a n d  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  Yu Q ian h a d  c au sed  h im  to  c o n flic t  w ith  

W ang Z h en . w h o  e n co u rag ed  h is  p a r tisa n s  to  d e n o u n c e  Yu Qian 

to  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  o n  a  t ru m p e d - u p  c h a rg e , le a d in g  to  h is

6
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in ca rc e ra tio n  a n d  d e a th  se n te n c e . W h en  local o ff ic ia ls  a n d  th e  

co m m o n  people o f  H en an  a n d  Shanxi learned o f  h is  be ing  fram ed, 

te n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  th e m  jo in e d  fo rce s  to  s ig n  a  p e t i t io n  to  

E m pero r Y ingzong  a sk in g  for Yu Q ian 's  re lease . C o n fro n ted  by 

p o p u la r  w ra th  a n d  lac k in g  a n y  s u b s ta n t ia t in g  e v id e n c e  a g a in s t 

Y u Q ian. W ang Z h en  saw  n o  a lte rn a tiv e  b u t  to  free  Yu Q ian and  

re in s ta te  h im . Yu Q ian w as  e v en tu a lly  tra n s fe rre d  to  B eijing as 

v ice -m in is te r  o f  war.

A t th is  m o m en t o f  crisis . Yu Q ian b ravely  took  o n  th e  on ero u s 

resp o n sib ility  o f  d e fen d in g  th e  cap ital. H e  redep loyed  tro o p s and  

c o m m a n d e rs  to  s tre n g th e n  th e  d e fe n se  o f  th e  c ity  a n d  re in fo rce  

s t r a te g ic  p o s i t io n s .  H e  s im u lta n e o u s ly  la u n c h e d  a c le a n u p  

o p era tio n , lead ing  to  th e  a rre s t o f  a n u m b e r o l tra ito rs  sp y in g  for 

th e  O ira t a rm y.

O ne day. a t  a n  a ssem b ly  p resided  o v er b y  Z h u  Qiyu. th e  Prince 

o f  C heng, in  h is  c ap ac ity  a s  Regent, th e  m in is te rs  c lam o red  for a 

p u b lic  a irin g  o f  th e  c rim es o f  W ang Z hen . Z hu  Q iyu d id  n o t w a n t 

to  ta k e  re sp o n s ib ili ty  fo r  su c h  a  d e c is io n . Ma S h u n , a  e u n u c h  

w h o  w as  a  c lose  assoc ia te  o f  W ang Zhen. tried  by b lu ff  a n d  b lu s te r  

to  d isp e rse  th e  m in is te rs  w h o  sh o w ed  little  in c lin a tio n  o f  leaving 

w ith o u t  th e ir  re q u e s t b e in g  sa tis f ie d . Y et. h e  h a d  n o t  reck o n ed  

on th e  angry  reac tio n  o f  th e  m in is te rs , w ho , sw arm ed  a ro u n d  Ma 

Sh u n  a n d  began  to  b e a t h im  w ith  f is ts  a n d  feet. Ma S h u n  d id  no t 

su rv iv e  th e  "m ob" a ttack .

W hen Zhu Qiyu tried  to  leave th e  r io tous scene  by ensconcing  

h im se lf  in th e  in n er quarte rs o f  th e  palace, Yu Qian blocked h is  exit.

“W an g  Z h en  is th e  m ain  c u lp r i t  r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  recen t 

d e fea t."  h e  to ld  Z h u  Q iyu. "Public o p in io n  w ill n o t b e  a p p eased  

u n le s s  h e  is  h e ld  r e s p o n s ib le  a n d  p u n is h m e n t  a d m in is te re d
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a c c o rd in g ly .  T h e  m in i s te r s  w ill b e  s a t is f ie d  w ith  a  p u b lic  

ack n o w led g m en t by H is M ajesty  o f  th e  c rim e  o f  W ang  Zhen."

A cqu iescing  to  th is  adv ice  o f  Y u Q ian . Z h u  Q iyu o rd ered  th e  

co n fisca tio n  o f  a ll th e  a sse ts  o f  th e  fam ily  o f  W ang  Z h en  a n d  th e  

p ro se c u tio n  a n d  p u n is h m e n t  o f  W ang Z h en 's  p a r tisa n s . T h ese  

m easu re s  h a d  a c a lm in g  e ffe c t o n  p u b lic  op in ion .

A fte r  c a p tu r in g  E m p e ro r Y in g zo n g , Esen K h an , th e  O ira t 

leader, d id  n o t k ill h im  b u t ra th e r  u se d  h im  a s  a  h o s ta g e  w h ile  

c o n tin u in g  to  a tta ck  th e  M ing borders. R ealizing th e  aw k w ard n ess 

o f  g o v e rn in g  w ith o u t  a n  em p ero r. Yu Q ian  a n d  o th e r  m in is te rs  

p e t i t io n e d  th e  e m p re s s  d o w a g e r  to  fo rm a lly  a n n o u n c e  th e  

e n th ro n e m e n t  o f  Z hu  Q iyu a n d  to  c h a n g e  th e  t i t le  o f  E m peror 

Y in g zo n g  in  c a p t iv i ty  to  "S u p er-E m p ero r."  Z h u  Q iy u  f in a lly  

ascen d ed  to  th e  th ro n e  w ith  th e  t it le  o f  E m peror Daizong o f  M ing 

(also  k n o w n  a s  E m pero r Jingdi).

Realizing th e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f  th e  M ing D ynasty  to  re s is t  th e  

O ira ts . Esen K han lau n c h ed  a  m assiv e  a tta c k  a g a in s t B eijing on  

th e  p re te x t o f  re s to r in g  E m peror Y ingzong to  th e  th ro n e .

In  O c to b er o f  th a t  year, th e  O ira t a rm y  e as ily  fo u g h t i ts  w ay 

to  Beijing a n d  c am p ed  o u ts id e  Xizhi Gate. Yu Q ian called  a  council 

o f  w ar. Shi H eng, an  a rm y  general, believed th a t  given th e  in ferio r 

s tre n g th  o f  th e  M ing a rm y  it w o u ld  be  p ru d e n t to  p u ll b ack  th e  

tro o p s  in s id e  th e  c ity  w a lls  a n d  c lo se  all o f  th e  c ity  g a te s . T h e  

O ira t a rm y  ju s t  m ig h t d ec id e  to  go  aw ay  o f  i ts  o w n  acco rd  w h en  

th e  siege d ragged  o n  fo r to o  long.

Yu Q ian o b served , 'T h e  e n em y  is  a lready  o v e rco n fid en t. Any 

sh o w  o f  w e a k n e ss  o n  o u r  p a r t  w o u ld  o n ly  fuel th e ir  a rrogance. 

W e m u s t  r id e  o u t to  d e liv e r a  d ecisiv e  blow."

T h ereu p o n  h e  dep loyed  h is  c o m m a n d e rs  to  lead  th e ir  tro o p s
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o u ts id e  th e  n in e  g a te s  a n d  g e t in to  b a tt le  fo rm atio n .

A lte r  m ak in g  th e s e  d ep lo y m e n ts , Yu Q ian  p e rso n a lly  led  a 

c o n tin g e n t o u t  o f  th e  c ity  to  g u a rd  D esheng  G ate a n d  o rd e re d  all 

ga tes c lo sed -d em o n s tra tin g  h e  h a d  c o m m itte d  h im se lf  to  conquer 

o r  p e r ish . Y u Q ian  gav e  o rd e rs  th a t  a n y  c o m m a n d e r  fo u n d  to  

a b a n d o n  h is  tro o p s  a n d  lead  a  re tre a t  w o u ld  h e  e x ec u te d , and  

a n y  so ld ie r  w h o  d e se rte d  a g a in s t o rd e rs  w o u ld  b e  e x e c u te d  by 

tro o p s  th a t  follow ed.

T h e  tro o p s  w e re  in sp ired  b y  th e  co u rag e  a n d  d e te rm in a tio n  

o f  Yu Q ian a n d  v ow ed  w ith  h e ig h te n ed  m orale  a n d  w ill to  b a ttle  

th e  O ira t a rm y  to  th e ir  la s t b re a th  in  o rd e r  to  d e fen d  Beijing.

M eanw hile . M ing tro o p s  s ta tio n e d  in  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  th e  lan d  

h a d  a n sw e re d  th e  g o v e rn m e n t's  call a n d  a rriv ed  n e a r  Beijing to  

h e lp  a lla y  th e  s ie g e . T h e  M ing  tro o p s  o u t s id e  th e  c i ty  n o w  

sw elled  to  220,000.

T h e  n o w  c o n s id e r a b ly  e n la r g e d  M in g  a r m y  o f f e r e d  a 

fo rm id a b le  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  c o u ra g e o u s ly  r e p e l le d  r e p e a te d  

o f fe n s iv e s  b y  E sen K han. T h e  c iv il ia n  in h a b i ta n ts  o u ts id e  th e  

c ity  w alls w o rk ed  h a n d  in  h a n d  w ith  th e  M ing troops, c lim b in g  

o n  roofs a n d  enc lo su re  w a lls to  h u rl b ricks a n d  tile s  a t  th e  en em y  

so ld ie rs . In  five  d a y s  o f  p itc h e d  b a ttle , th e  O ira t a rm y  su ffe red  

heavy  casu a ltie s .

H a v in g  in c u r re d  h e av y  lo sse s  a n d  a f ra id  th a t  h is  ro u te  o f  

r e tre a t  c o u ld  b e  c u t  o f f  b y  th e  M ing  a rm y . E sen K han  lo s t  h is  

re so lv e  fo r c o n tin u e d  f ig h tin g  a n d  p u lle d  b a ck  w ith  E m pero r 

Y in g zo n g  o f  M ing a n d  h is  re m n a n t  tro o p s . W h en  h e  w a s  su re  

E m peror Y ingzong o f  M ing w a s  o u t o f  range, Y u Q ian o rd e re d  an  

a tta ck  by c an n o n s , lay in g  low  y e t m ore  o f  th e  O irat so ld iers . T he 

d e fe n se  o f  Beijing w as  a b r ill ia n t success .
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T lii' b u lk  o f  th e  c red it for th is  im p o r ta n t v ic to ry  w e n t to  Yu 

Q ian , w h o s e  p o p u la r i ty  a m o n g  th e  m il i ta ry  a n d  th e  c iv ilia n  

p o p u la tio n  grew . E m pero r D aizong o f  M ing h a d  g reat re sp ec t for 

h im  a n d  w a n te d  to  b u ild  a  p ro p e r  re s id en c e  fo r h im  to  rep lace  

h is  fa m ily 's  m o d e s t  h o u s e ,  w h ic h  m ere ly  se rv e d  a s  a  s h e l te r  

a g a in s t th e  e le m e n ts  a n d  n o t m u ch  m ore. B ut Y u Q ian  d eclin ed , 

say ing , "H ow  can  I th in k  o f  liv ing  in  c o m fo rt w h e n  th e  c o u n try  

is  in  g reat danger?"

A fte r  h is  l a t e s t  d e fe a t ,  E sen  K h an  k n e w  t h a t  d e ta in in g  

E m peror Y ingzong n o  longer served  a  u se fu l purpose , so  h e  freed 

h im  to  re tu rn  to  Beijing.

W hile Yu Q ian ded ica ted  h is  life to  th e  d e fen se  o f  th e  coun try . 

Xu Y ouzhen . w h o  adv o ca ted  fleeing th e  c ap ita l w h en  Beijing w as 

in  d an g er o f  falling, a n d  G eneral Shi Heng. w h o  w as o n c e  b e ra ted  

by Y u Q ian , n u rse d  th e ir  r e s e n tm e n t  a g a in s t  h im  a n d  q u ie tly  

p lo tte d  th e ir  revenge.

In  1457. sev en  y e ars  a f te r  th e  re tu rn  o f  E m peror Y ingzong to  

Beijing, E m peror D aizong fell se rio u s ly  ill. Xu Y o u zh en  a n d  Shi 

H eng saw  th e ir  o p p o rtu n ity . In  co llu sion  w ith  so m e  e u n u c h s  they  

fo rced  th e ir  w ay  in to  th e  pa lace  a n d  resto red  E m peror Y ingzong 

(Zhu Q izhen) to  th e  th ro n e . T h is  is kno w n  to  h is to ry  as th e  "Break- 

in  In c id en t."  E m pero r D aizong  d ied  sh o rtly  a fte rw ard s.

Follow ing h is  re s to ra tio n  to  th e  th ro n e . E m pero r Y ingzong, 

w h o  h a d  long  h a rb o re d  a  g ru d g e  a g a in s t Y u Q ian fo r h e lp in g  h is  

y o u n g e r b ro th e r  a cc ed e  to  th e  th ro n e  d u r in g  h is  o w n  cap tiv ity , 

w a s  fu r th e r  in f la m e d  b y  Xu Y o u zh en  a n d  Shi H en g 's  c o n s ta n t  

s la n d e r  o f  Y u Q ian. T h u s  h e  co ld -b lo o d ed ly  h a d  Yu Q ian  killed  

o n  a  c h arg e  o f  “se d itio u s  in ten t."
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у. H ai Rui, M an o f  In teg rity  

an d  In d e p e n d e n c e

In  1522 Z hu  H oucong  ascended  th e  th ro n e  as E m peror Shizong 

o f  Ming. In  th e  period im m ediately following h is  accession. Emperor 

Shizong in tro d u ced  som e political reform s, in c lu d in g  th e  cu rb ing  

o f  e u n u ch  pow er a n d  tax  reform s. But h e  la te r becam e in fa tu a ted  

w ith  T aoism  a n d  increasingly engrossed in th e  invocation  o f  deities 

a n d  sp irits  o n  a lta rs installed  in  h is  palace. H e began neglecting  th e  

ru n n in g  o f  sta te . G rand Secretary V an Song w as so  adep t a t  d rafting  

th e  p ray ers  u se d  in  th e s e  T ao is t r i tu a ls  th a t  h e  w as ev en tu a lly  

e le v a te d  to  S e n io r  G ra n d  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  G ran d  S e c re ta r ia t  

(equivalent in ran k  to  G rand  Councilor). In  th is  po sitio n  o f  Senior 

G rand Secretary, h e  a n d  h is  so n  Van S h ifan  b u ilt a  c lique a round  

them selves to  o b ta in  private gain th rough  corruption, larceny, shady 

dealings a n d  un sc ru p u lo u s deeds.

A t th e  h e ig h t o f  V an  So n g 's pow er, e v en  h is  fo llo w ers ro d e  

ro u g h sh o d  over th e  general pub lic  o n  acco u n t o f  th e ir  co n n ec tio n s 

in  h ig h  p la c e s , n o t  to  m e n t io n  w i th  V an  S o n g  a n d  h is  so n  

them selves. Everyone, from  m in iste rs  a t  th e  im perial co u rt to  local 

o ffic ia ls , h a d  to  sh o w  d e fe re n ce  to  th em .

B ut a n  o b sc u re  c o u n ty  m a g is t r a te  in  C h u n 'a n  C o u n ty  o f  

Z h e j ia n g  w a s  a n  im p a r t ia l  ju d g e  a n d  s h o w e d  n o  s p e c ia l  

c o n s id e ra tio n  fo r V an S o n ^ s  p a rtisa n s . H is n a m e  w a s H ai Rui.

H ai Rui w as  a  n a tiv e  o f  Q io n g sh an  o f  G uangdong . H is fa th e r 

d ie d  w h e n  h e  w a s  a  c h ild  a n d  h e  w a s  ra ised  by  h is  m o th e r  in
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p overty . A fter o b ta in in g  h is  j u  ren  d eg ree  in  th e  p ro v in c ia l civil 

se rv ice  re c ru itm e n t e x a m in a tio n  in  h is  tw e n tie s , h e  b e ca m e  a 

sch o o l in s tru c to r in  h is  c o un ty . He w as a  c o n sc ie n tio u s  a n d  s tr ic t 

te a c h e r .  S o o n  h e  w a s  p ro m o te d  to  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  c o u n ty  

m a g is t r a te  o f  C h u n 'a n  o f  Z h ejian g . M o st o f  h is  p re d e c e s so rs  

d e c id e d  c a se s  b a se d  o n  th e  b rib es th e y  received . W h en  H ai Rui 

to o k  o ff ic e  in  C h u n 'a n , h e  ca re fu lly  rev iew ed  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  

cases. R egardless o f  th e  co m p lex ity  o f  th e  case, o n c e  it w a s  taken  

u p  b y  H ai Rui. it w o u ld  invariab ly  be  so lved  a n d  th e re  w as never 

an  in n o ce n t m an  w rongfully  conv ic ted . T h e  local in h a b ita n ts  took 

to  c allin g  h im  Qing T ian  o r  "b lu e  sky", a te rm  reserved in  a n c ie n t 

C h in a  fo r in co rru p tib le  o fficials.

H ai Rui's boss. H u  Z ongxian . G overnor of Z hejiang, w as Van 

Song’s  fo llo w er a n d  h is  c o n n e c tio n s  in  h ig h  p laces e m b o ld en ed  

h im  to  en rich  h im self by e x to rtin g  m oney  a n d  e x ac ting  bribes. He 

w h o  dared  to  ruffle  H u Z ongxian 's feathers d id  so  a t  h is  o w n  peril.

O n o n e  o ccasion , o n e  o f  H u  Z ongx ian ’s so n s  p assed  th ro u g h  

C h u n 'a n  w ith  a  larg e  e n to u ra g e  a n d  s ta y e d  a t  th e  g o v e rn m e n t 

g u e s th o u se .  I n  a n y  o th e r  c o u n ty ,  o f f ic ia ls  w o u ld  s c ra m b le  to  

f la tte r  a n d  faw n  o n  th e  so n  o f  a  governor: b u t  in  C h u n 'an  C ounty  

H ai Rui h a d  is su e d  a  d ire c tiv e  th a t  a ll h ig h  o f f ic ia ls  a n d  th e ir  

fam ily  m em b e rs  w ere  to  be  trea te d  like any  o th e r  guests.

W hen  H u  Z ongx ian 's  so n , a cc u s to m e d  to  a life  o f  lux u ry  a n d  

p leasu re , sa w  th e  k in d  o f  food  se rv ed  to  h im  a t  th e  g u e s th o u se , 

h e  believed  it w as a  d e lib e ra te  s ligh t. In  a n g er h e  tip p ed  th e  tab le  

o v er a n d  to ld  h is  b o d y g u a rd s  to  h o g tie  th e  s t a f f  m em b e r w h o  

se rv ed  th e  m ea l a n d  h o is t  h im  u p  o n  a  b eam , u p sid e  d ow n .

O th e r s ta f f  im m edia te ly  reported  th e  in c id en t to  Hai Rui. The 

c o u n ty  m agistra te  w as  a lready ann o y ed  by th e  fanfare  w ith  w hich
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M aster H u a rrived  in  th e  coun ty ; Iris b razen n ess in h o is tin g  u p  a 

county  employee w as th e  final straw  th a t com pelled h is  intervention.

A fte r  h e a r in g  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  s ta f f ,  H ai R ui s a id  w ith  

ap p a re n t calm , 'T h e  governor is a  squ eak y  c lean  h ig h  official and  

h a s  in s t r u c te d  a ll th e  c o u n tie s  in  h is  j u r i s d ic t io n  to  e sc h e w  

e x tra v ag a n c e  in  rece iv in g  o ffic ia ls  p a ss in g  th ro u g h  to w n . T h a t 

flam b o y an t playboy f la u n tin g  a  h ig h  s ty le  a n d  a rro g an t m an n e rs  

co u ld  n o t  po ss ib ly  b e  G overnor H u 's  so n . T h is  c h a ra c te r  m u s t be  

a crook  p assin g  o f f  a s  h is  so n  to  c o n  us."

T h e re u p o n  h e  to o k  a  large g ro u p  o f  b a il if f s  w ith  h im  to  th e  

g u e s th o u se  a n d  h a d  H u  Z ongx ian 's  so n  a n d  h is  e n tire  en to u rag e  

ro u n d e d  u p  a n d  tak en  to  th e  c o u n ty  h o u se  to  b e  q u e s tio n e d . In 

th e  b e g in n in g . M aster H u  w a s  s till  ju m p in g  u p  a n d  d o w n  w ith  

fu ry , h is  ego  in f la te d  b y  th e  h ig h  p o s i t io n  o f  h i s  fa th e r .  But 

w h e n  H ai R ui in s is te d  th a t  h e  w a s  a  fak e  a n d  th re a te n e d  to  

m e te  o u t  a s e v e re  p e n a l ty ,  h e  b e c a m e  c r e s t f a l le n .  H a i R ui 

c o n f is c a te d  th e  se v e ra l th o u s a n d  ta e ls  o f  s i lv e r  fo u n d  in  h is  

s u i tc a s e  a n d  ran  h im  o u t  o f  th e  c o u n ty  a f te r  h a ra n g u in g  h im  

a b o u t  p ro p e r  b eh av io r.

By th e  t im e  M aste r H u  re tu rn e d  to  H a n g zh o u  to  te a rfu lly  

co m p la in  before  h is  fa th e r. Hai Rui’s  rep o rt o n  th e  case  h a d  been 

d e liv e red  to  th e  g o v e rn o r's  o ffice , d e ta i l in g  h o w  a fak e  M aster 

H u h o is te d  u p  a  c o u n ty  o ffic ia l a n d  b ea t h im  up . H u  Z ongxiang  

k n ew  h is  so n  h a d  received  u n fa ir  trea tm e n t, b u t  H ai R u i's  rep o rt 

d id  n o t im p lica te  th e  g o v ern o r a n d  i f  h e  m a d e  a  fu ss  a b o u t th e  

m atte r, it w a s  h e  w h o  w o u ld  lose face. So h e  d e c id ed  to  "'swallow 

th e  fro n t to o th  th a t  w a s  k n o ck ed  loose” o r  to  g rin  a n d  b e a r  it.

On a n o th e r  o ccasion  Y an M aoqing, a  cen so r d isp a tch ed  by th e  

cen tral governm ent, w e n t o n  a n  official inspection  to u r o f  Zhejiang.
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He w as Y an S o n g s  a d o p te d  son  a n d  h a d  a n  insa tiab le  ap p etite  lor 

b r ib e s . W h e re v e r  h e  w e n t,  lo ca l o f f ic ia ls  h a d  to  m a k e  larg e  

" d o n a tio n s "  to  h im , o r  e ls e . N ew s o f  Y an  M a o q in g 's  c o m in g  

in sp ec tio n  to u r  th ro u g h  Z hejiang  u n d e rs ta n d a b ly  c a s t  a  sh a d o w  

o f  gloom  over th e  local officialdom . But Y an M aoqing h a d  a  perverse 

h a b it  o f  keep in g  u p  th e  a p p ea ran c e  o f  law -ab id in g  propriety ; he  

n o tif ie d  th e  c o u n tie s  o n  h is  i tin e ra ry  th a t  h e  w as  a  s tic k le r  fo r 

s im p lic ity  a n d  frugality  a n d  d is lik ed  syco p h an cy  and  flattery.

W h en  h e  le a rn e d  o f  Y an  M a o q in g 's  im p e n d in g  v i s i t  to  

C h un 'an . H ai R ui w ro te  a  le tte r  to  h im .

"W e hav e  rece iv ed  y o u r  n o tif ic a tio n  th a t  you  p re fe r s im p le  

a n d  frugal receptions." h e  w ro te . "But to  o u r  know ledge, w h erev er 

you  go you  are  w in e d  a n d  d in e d  a t s u m p tu o u s  b a n q u e ts . W e are 

in  a  q u an d ary , i f  w e  a c t a cco rd in g  to  y o u r  n o tif ic a tio n , w e  w orry  

th a t  it m ig h t a p p ea r to  be  a  s lig h t to  you; o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  i f  we 

d o  a s  o th e r  c o u n tie s  d o  a n d  th ro w  lav ish  p a r tie s  in  y o u r  honor, 

w e  fear go ing  a g a in s t y o u r e x h o rta tio n  to  frugality . Please adv ise  

a s  to  p ro p er behavior."

Yan M aoqing  read  th e  le t te r  w ith  g n a sh e d  te e th  b ecau se  it 

ex p o sed  h im  a n d  p u t h im  o n  th e  sp o t. B ut h e  h a d  h e a rd  a b o u t 

th e  s t r ic t  im p a r tia li ty  o f  th e  to u g h  ju d g e  H ai R ui, a h d  h e  a lso  

k n ew  h o w  H u Z o n g x ia n 's  so n  w as  g iv en  h is  c o m e u p p a n c e  in  

C hun’an . N ervous ab o u t h is  e n co u n te r  w ith  H ai Rui, Yan M aoqing 

c h an g e d  h is  p la n s  a n d  b y p assed  C h un 'an .

Y an M aoqing bore  a g rudge  a g a in s t H ai Rui for th is  in c id e n t 

a n d  la te r  in s tig a te d  h is  p a r t i s a n s  to  b a d m o u th  H ai Rui b e fo re  

E m pero r S h izo n g  o f  M ing, m ak in g  se r io u s  a c c u sa tio n s  a g a in s t 

h im . As a re su lt. H ai Rui w as s tr ip p ed  o f  h is  fu n c tio n s  a s  c o u n ty  

m ag is tra te  o f  C h un 'an .

(S
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E ventually . Y an  Song fell in to  d isgrace a n d  Y an M aoqing w as 

e x ile d  to  g a r r is o n  d u ty .  H ai R u i w a s  d u ly  r e in s ta t e d  a n d  

tra n s fe r re d  to  th e  cap ital.

In  th e  c a p ita l. H ai Rui h a d  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  se e  u p  c lo se  

th e  a b su rd ity  o f  E m pero r S h izo n g  a n d  th e  c o rru p tio n  e n d e m ic  

in  th e  c e n tra l  g o v e rn m e n t. By th a t  tim e , E m pero r S h izo n g  h a d  

a b se n te d  h im s e lf  fro m  im p e ria l a u d ie n c e s  fo r m o re  th a n  tw o  

d e ca d es . H e  w h iled  aw ay  th e  t im e  w ith  fe llo w  T a o is ts  in  th e  

c o n fin e s  o f  h is  palace. T h e  h ig h -ran k in g  m in is te rs  w ere afra id  to  

say  a n y th in g  to  th e  e m p ero r b u t  th e  low -ranking  H ai Rui h a d  th e  

n e rv e  to  w rite  a c an d id  m em o ran d u m  to  th e  e m p ero r, m ak in g  a 

sc a th in g  c r itiq u e  o f  th e  c au ses  o f  o ffic ia l co rru p tio n .

T h e  p eo p le 's  m isery  is  m a d e  w o rse  b y  th e  c o rru p t o ffic ia ls  

a n d  arro g an t bu reaucrats,"  h e  w rote. "Popular d isc o n te n t d irec ted  

a t  H is  M ajesty h a s  s im m e re d  fo r a  lo n g  tim e  n o w .”

A fter su b m ittin g  th e  m em o, H ai Rui believed  it w o u ld  in cu r 

th e  w ra th  o f  th e  e m p e ro r a n d  h is  life  w a s  likely in  th e  b a lan ce . 

O n h is  w ay  h o m e  h e  p ick ed  o u t  a  co ffin . H is w ife  a n d  c h ild ren  

w ere  sp o o k e d  by th e  s ig h t o f  th e  c o ffin . H ai Rui e x p la in ed  th e  

w h o le  th in g  to  h is  fam ily  a n d  m ad e  m e ticu lo u s  a rra n g e m e n ts  in 

c a s e  o f  h i s  d e a t h .  H e  a ls o  d i s m is s e d  a l l  h i s  s e r v a n t s  in  

a n tic ip a tio n  o f  h is  a rre s t a n d  e x ecu tio n .
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H a i Rui. Me

H is m e m o ra n d u m , a s  fo reseen  by  h im . c a u s e d  a b ii; s t i r  a t  

th e  co u rt. E m peror S h izong  b ecam e fu rio u s w h en  h e  read  it and . 

th ro w in g  i t  o n  tire  flo o r sa id  to  h is  a tte n d a n ts .  "A rrest th is  m an  

im m ed ia te ly  a n d  d o n 't  le t h im  s lip  away!"

A e u n u c h  a t h is  s id e , w h o  h a d  lo n g  h e a rd  o f  H a i Rui. to ld  

E m peror Shizong. “Everyone k n o w s th is  m an  is  a  le a rn ed  person. 

H e k n o w s h e  w ill n o t live  b ecau se  h e  h a s  o ffe n d e d  H is M ajesty 

an d  h a s  m a d e  all th e  a rra n g e m e n ts  in  c a se  o f  h is  d e a th . I d o n ’t 

th in k  h e  w ill ru n  aw ay."

E m p ero r S h iz o n g  h a d  H ai R ui a r re s te d  a n d  tu rn e d  o v e r  to  

th e  "E m b ro id e red  C oats" (sec re t serv ice), w h e re  h e  u n d e rw e n t  

q u estio n in g  u n d e r  to rtu re , i t  w as o n ly  a f te r  th e  d e a th  o f  E m peror 

Sh izo n g  o f  M ing th a t  H ai R ui reg ained  h is  freedom .
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G e ls  R id o f  t lie  IVb

8. Qi J ig u an g  G ets Rid o f  

th e  W o Kou

T h e  re ig n  o f  E m pero r S h izong  o f  M ing w a s  p lag u ed  by ra ids 

o f  J a p a n e s e  p i r a te s  a lo n g  C h in a 's  s o u th e a s te r n  c o a s t.  T h e se  

Ja p a n e se  p ira te s  w o rk ed  in  c a h o o ts  w ith  C h in ese  loca l ty ra n ts  

a n d  u n s c r u p u l o u s  b u s i n e s s m e n  to  p l u n d e r  t h e  c o a s ta l  

co m m u n itie s , w reak in g  h av o c  on  life a n d  p roperty , a n d  ca s tin g  a 

pall o f  in secu rity  a n d  fear a lo n g  th e  coast. T h ese  Jap an ese  p irates 

a re  k n o w n  to  C h in ese  h is to ry  a s  w o  kou.

In  1 5 5 3 . t h e  J a p a n e s e  p ir a te s ,  s u p p o r te d  b y  th e  C h in e se  

co llaboration ists W ang Zhi a n d  Xu Hai, assem bled  a  fleet o f  several 

h u n d re d  sea-going b o a ts  and  lan d ed  o n  th e  coast o f  Zhejiang and  

Jian g su . T h ey  th e n  fa n n ed  o u t  in sm all b a n d s  to  sack  d o zen s  of 

c itie s  a n d  tow ns. G overnm ent officials a n d  tro o p s d id  n o t d a re  to  

p u t up  a resistance, flee ing  a t th e  s ig h t o f  Jap an ese  pirates.

As th e  p ro b le m  o f  th e  w o k o u  in c u r s io n s  go t w o rse , even  

E m peror S h izo n g  o f  M ing, sn u g ly  e n sco n ced  in  h is  palace, began 

to  w orry . H e  in s tru c te d  Y an  Song to  th in k  o f  a  w ay  to  deal w ith  

it. Y an S ong 's s u p p o r te r  Z h ao  W en h u a  o ffe re d  a n  idea: th e  on ly  

w ay  to  s to p  th e  w o  ko u  invasions, h e  believed, w a s  to  pray to  th e  

se a  god  in  th e  E a s t C h in a  Sea lo r  p ro te c tio n . T h e  c re d u lo u s  

E m pero r S h izo n g  a c c e p te d  l id s  n o n se n s ic a l  s tra te g y  o f  Z h ao  

W en h u a 's  a n d  s e n t  h im  to  Z h ejiang  to  p ray  to  th e  sea  god.

T h e  c en tra l g o v ern m en t la te r d isp a tc h ed  Y u D ayou. a ve teran  

g en era l w h o  h a d  h a d  lo n g  e x p e rien c e  w ith  co as ta l d e fen se s , to
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f ig h t th e  w o  k o u .  H e h a d  in itia l  su c c e s s , w in n in g  a  se r ie s  o f  

b a ttle s . B ut w ith  Z h a n g  J in g . th e  g o v e rn o r o f  Z h ejian g , o u t  o f  

p ow er a s  a  re su lt o f  be ing  fram ed  by th e  sch em in g  Z hao W enhua . 

Yu D ayou w a s  im p lica ted  a n d  th ro w n  in  ja i l .  T ak in g  a d v an tag e  

o f  th e  v acu u m  in  co as ta l d e fen ses, th e  w o k o u  c am e back w ith  a 

v e n g e a n c e . O n ly  a f t e r  d e p lo y in g  G e n e ra l Q i J ig u a n g  fro m  

S h a n d o n g  to  Z hejiang , w a s  th e  c en tra l g o v e rn m e n t a b le  to  tu rn  

th e  c r itic a l s i tu a tio n  a ro u n d .

Qi J ig u an g  is  a  w e ll-know n n a tio n a l h e ro  in  C h in ese  h is to ry . 

O nce  ta k in g  u p  h is  p o s t in  Z hejiang , h e  d isco v ered  a f te r  a  review  

o f  th e  lo ca l tro o p s  th a t  th e y  su ffe re d  fro m  lax  d is c ip l in e  a n d  

th e i r  b a tt le -w o r th in e s s  w a s  n e x t to  n a u g h t. H e c o n c lu d e d  h e  

m u s t re c ru it  fre sh  b lo o d . As so o n  a s  th e  re c ru itm e n t cam p aig n  

w a s  a n n o u n c e d , a  larg e  n u m b e r  o f  p e a s a n ts  a n d  m in e rs  fed  up  

w ith  th e  w o  k o d s  ravages, e n lis te d . Som e m ilitia s  o rg an ized  by 

la n d o w n e rs  in c lin e d  to  r e s is t  th e  w o  k o u  a lso  jo in e d  up . Soon 

th e  n e w  a rm y  o f  Qi J ig u a n g  sw elled  to  4 .0 0 0  m en .

A c o m m a n d e r  w e ll v e rs e d  in  th e  a r t  o f  w a r. Qi J ig u a n g  

u n d e rsto o d  th a t tro o p s cou ld  n o t b e  se n t in to  b a ttle  w ith o u t going 

th ro u g h  rig o ro u s tra in in g . H e  carefu lly  d ev ised  b a tt le  fo rm atio n s  

a d a p te d  to  th e  m a r s h la n d s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  s o u th e r n  

g eography  a n d  to o k  a p e rso n a l in te re s t  in  tra in in g  h is  tro o p s  in 

th e  u se  o f  all ty p es  o f  w eaponry . T h is  n ew  a rm y  w a s  forged in to  

a s tro n g  fo rce  w ith  im p ress iv e  fig h tin g  c ap ab ilitie s  a n d  th e  fam e 

o f  th is  "Qi Arm y" sp re ad  fa r a n d  w ide.

A n u m b er o f  y ears la te r w h e n  th e  w o k o u  ra ided  th e  T aizhou  

area (m o d em  Linhai o f  Zhejiang Province). Qi Jiguang  m arched  h is 

new  arm y  to Taizhou and h o unded  th e  marauding w o  k o u  w herever 

th ey  w en t. T h e  ragtag h o rd es  o f  p ira tes  w ere  n a tu ra lly  n o  m atch

9
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fo r th e  Qi A rm y, w h ic h  eng ag ed  th e m  in  b a ttle  n in e  t im e s  and  

cam e  o u t th e  v ic to r in  every  sing le  one. No lo n g er ab le  to  survive 

o n  land, th e  w o  k o u  w ere forced to  flee to  th e  safety  o f  th e ir  ships, 

w h ic h  w e re  su b je c te d  to  b o m b a rd m e n ts  by  th e  c a n n o n s  o f  Qi 

Jiguang . As th e  sh ip s  c au g h t fire, large n u m b e rs  o f  w o  k o u  w ere 

b u rn ed  to  d e a th  o r  fell in to  th e  sea  a n d  d ro w ned . T h o se  w h o  had 

n o t m ad e  it to  th e ir  sh ip s  su rren d ered  w ith o u t a f ig h t

T h e  s tre n g th e n e d  d e fe n se s  o f  Z h ejian g  d e te rred  th e  w o kou  

fro m  f u r th e r  in c u rs io n s . T h e  fo llo w in g  y ear th e y  m o v ed  th e ir  

loo ting  o p e ra tio n s  so u th  to  th e  Fujian sea  co ast. O ne b a n d  o f  wo 

k o u  w e n t so u th  from  W en zh o u  to  tak e  co n tro l o f  Ningde; a n o th e r 

h o rd e  m o v ed  n o r th  fro m  G u an g d o n g  to  o p e ra te  in  th e  N iu tian  

area . T h e  tw o  s t r a n d s  o f  b a n d it s  in  m u tu a l su p p o r t  b e c a m e  a 

fo rm id a b le  fo rc e  t h a t  th re a te n e d  to  o v e rw h e lm  th e  g e n e ra ls  

d e fe n d in g  Fuzhou. W h en  th e  c en tra l g o v e rn m e n t received  th e ir  

u rg en t ca lls  fo r h e lp , it s e n t Qi J ig u an g  to  th e  rescu e . A rriv ing  in 

N ingde  a t th e  h e ad  o f  h is  n e w  a rm y , Qi J ig u an g  d isco v ered  th e  

e n em y 's  la ir  w a s  o n  H engyu  Island , te n  li  from  th e  c ity  o f  Ningde. 

Protected by  th e  w a te r  su rro u n d in g  th e m  a n d  inaccessib le  terrain , 

th e  w o k o u  s e t  u p  c a m p  o n  th e  is lan d , in  th e  se c u re  k n o w led g e  

th a t  th e  local M ing tro o p s  w o u ld  n o t v e n tu re  th ere .

Qi J ig u a n g  p e rso n a lly  su rv e y e d  th e  to p o g rap h y  o f  H engyu  

Island  a n d  its  su rro u n d in g  a rea  a n d  fo u n d  th a t  th e  w aterw ay  w as 

n o t a s  w ide o r  as d eep  as feared. T h at even ing  a t low  tide. Qi Jiguang 

o rd e re d  h is  tro o p s  to  each  carry  a  b u n d le  o f  s tra w  a n d  th ro w  it 

in to  th e  w ater. T h o u sa n d s  o f  sheaves o f  s traw  fo rm ed  a  pa th w ay  

acro ss  th e  w aterw ay , o n  w h ic h  th e  Qi tro o p s  w ere ab le  to  sn eak  

in to  th e  w o  k o u  c am p  w ith o u t b e in g  de tected . A fter a fierce battle, 

th e  m ore th a n  tw o  th o u sa n d  w o k o u  o n  th e  island  w ere killed  off.
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A fter tak in g  H en g y u  Is la n d , th e  Qi Arm y w e n t o n  to  m arch  

to  N iu tia n . A s i t  a p p ro a c h e d  its  d e s t in a t io n , Qi J ig u a n g  issu e d  

th e  o rd en  "It l ia s  b e en  a  long  m arch  a n d  b o th  m en  a n d  h o rse s  are 

fa tig u ed . W e w ill s to p  h e re  to  recuperate."

N ew s o f  t h is  o rd e r  s o o n  m a d e  i ts  w ay  to  th e  e n em y  cam p . 

T h e  w o  k o u  i n  N iu t ia n .  b e l i e v in g  t h a t  t h e  Q i A rm y  w a s  

te m p o ra r ily  h a l t in g  i t s  a d v a n c e , re la x e d  th e ir  v ig ila n ce . T h a t 

n ig h t  Qi J ig u a n g  o rd e re d  a n  a ll-o u t a tta c k  a g a in s t N iu tia n . T h e  

w o  kou . c a u g h t to ta lly  o f f  g u a rd , p u t u p  a h a p h a z a rd  f ig h t b u t 

w ere  qu ick ly  b e a ten  back  by th e  s tro n g  o ffen s iv e  o f  th e  Qi Army. 

T h e  le a d e rs  o f  th e  w o k o u  fled  to  X in g h u a  w ith  th e ir  re m n a n t 

t r o o p s .  T h e  Qi A rm y  t r a c k e d  th e m  th r o u g h  t h e  n ig h t  a n d  

d e s tro y e d  m o re  th a n  s ix ty  e n em y  e n c a m p m e n ts ,  e lim in a t in g  

th e  e n e m y  s o ld ie r s  in  M ight. W h en  d a y  b ro k e , th e  Qi A rm y 

e n te red  th e  c ity  o f  X inghua. It w as th e n  th a t  th e  c ity  in h a b ita n ts  

lea rn ed  fo r th e  f irs t  tim e  th e  w o  k o u  h a d  b e en  w ip ed  o u t by  th e  

Qi A rm y. B uoyed by th e  good n ew s, th e y  fe te d  th e  tro o p s  w ith  

fre sh ly  b u tc h e re d  s te e rs  a n d  w in e .

T h e  fo llo w in g  y ear, th e  w o  k o u  a g a in  a tta c k e d  F u jian  a n d  

recap tu red  X inghua. By th a t  tim e  Yu D ayou h a d  b e en  re in s ta ted  

a n d  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a p p o in t e d  h im  a s  R e g io n a l  

C o m m a n d e r  o f  F u jia n  a n d  Qi J ig u a n g  a s  d e p u ty  R e g io n a l 

C o m m an d er. W o rk in g  to g e th e r, th e s e  tw o  leg e n d a ry  f ig u res  in 

th e  fig h t ag a in s t th e  w o  k o u  su ccess fu lly  ro u ted  th e  w o  k o u  and  

recovered  X inghua. In  1565  th e  tw o  g en era ls  d e a lt  a n o th e r , fatal 

b lo w  to  th e  w o  k o u  in  a  jo in t  o p era tio n . T h e  co asta l c o m m u n itie s  

w ere finally  r id  o f  th e  w o k o u  th a t  had  p lagued  th e m  for decades.
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Li S h iz h e n  S c o u rs  M o u n ta in s  fo r  M edic in a l H e rb

9. Li S h izh en  S cours M o u n ta in s  

fo r M edicinal H erbs

Life w as  filled  w ith  p leasu res for E m peror S h izong  in  h is  m ore 

th a n  forty  years o n  th e  th ro n e , b u t h e  began to  w orry  th a t physical 

d e c lin e  a n d  h is  e v e n tu a l d e a th  w o u ld  c u t s h o r t  h i s  h a p p y  days. 

H e e m b a rk e d  th e re fo re  o n  a  d e s p e ra te  se a rc h  fo r  a  re c ip e  for 

longev ity  a n d  im m o rtality .

I n  1 5 5 6 . t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i n s t r u c t e d  a ll  lo c a l 

g o v e rn m e n ts  to  re co m m e n d  th e ir  b e s t  d o c to rs  o f  m ed ic ine . T he 

Prince o f  C hu. w h o  h a d  h is  fie fd o m  in  W uchang , reco m m en d ed  

Li Shizhen, h is  o w n  resid en t doc tor, to  th e  Tai Y i Yu a n  o r  I m perial 

M edical A d m in is tra tio n .

Li S h iz h en  w as  fro m  Q izhou . p re sen t-d a y  Q ic h u n  o f  H ubei 

Province. H is g ra n d fa th e r  a n d  h is  fa th e r w ere  b o th  d o c to rs . His 

fa ther, Li Y anw en, w h o  h a d  a n  e x ce llen t know ledge  o f  m edic ina l 

h erbs, had  a  g reat in flu en ce  over th e  y oung  Li Shizhen. w h o  w ould 

m ak e  fre q u e n t o u tin g s  in to  th e  m o u n ta in s  w ith  o th e r  c h ild ren  

to  c o llec t a  w id e  v a r ie ty  o f  h e rb s . W ith  tim e , h e  k n e w  n o t o n ly  

th e  n a m e s o f  th e  h e rb s  b u t th e ir  u se s  in  trea tin g  v arious d iseases. 

H is m ed ic in a l kn o w led g e  g rew  prodigiously .

But. in  th o se  days, d o c to rs  c o m m a n d e d  little  re sp ec t a m o n g  

th e  so c ia l e lite . H im se lf  a  d o c to r. Li Y an w en  w a n te d  h is  so n  Li 

S h iz h en  to  s tu d y  fo r th e  c iv il se rv ice  re c ru itm e n t e x a m in a tio n  

in s te a d  o f  fo l lo w in g  in  h i s  f o o t s t e p s .  U n d e r  h i s  f a th e r 's  

en co u rag em en t, Li S h izh en  w a s  ab le  a t  th e  age o f  14 to  q ualify  as
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x iu  cai, o r  c a n d id a te  fo r  th e  P ro v inc ia l E x am in a tio n , w h ic h  lie 

th e n  fa iled  th re e  t im e s  in  a  row . W hile  th is  c au sed  m u ch  hand- 

w rin g in g  a m o n g  fam ily  a n d  frien d s , Li S h izh en  w as n o t u n d u ly  

d isa p p o in te d . H e w as  m u ch  m ore  in te re s ted  in  b eco m in g  a good 

d o c to r  to  t re a t  illnesses.

From th e n  on , Li S h izh en  s ta r te d  to  s tu d y  m ed ic in e  in  e arn est 

u n d e r  h is  fa th e r’s  tu te lage . T h a t sam e  year, h is  h o m e  village w as 

h i t  by  a  large  flood, w h ic h  b ro u g h t in  its  w ak e  a n  e p id em ic  th a t 

d isp ro p o rtio n a te ly  a ffec ted  th e  poor. A lthough  financia lly  m o d est 

th em se lv es , fa th e r  a n d  s o n  h a d  d e e p  c o m p a ss io n  fo r th e  p o o r 

a n d  trea te d  th e m  w ith  care, reg ard less o f  th e ir  ab ility  to  pay. T he 

c o m m u n ity  w as  g ra te fu l to  th e m  fo r th e ir  m ed ica l ex p ertise  and  

d e v o tio n  to  p a tie n t  care.

I n  h is  e f fo r t  to  h o n e  h is  m e d ic a l sk ills , Li S h iz h en  s tu d ie d  

m a n y  a n c ie n t  m ed ica l te x ts . T h e  m ed ica l l ite ra tu re  w e n t  b ack  

a lo n g  w ay  in  C h in a . T h e  S h e n  N o n g 's  M ateria  M ed ica  w r i t te n  

in  th e  H an  D ynasty  w as fo llow ed  by  fresh  crops o f  n ew  m ed ical 

t r e a t i s e s  th r o u g h o u t  th e  m o re  t h a n  a  th o u s a n d  y e a rs  th a t  

p re c e d e d  h is  tim e . Li S h iz h e n  h a d  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  b o rro w  

fro m  th e  im p re ss iv e  c o lle c t io n s  o f  b o o k s  fo u n d  in  th e  h o m e s  

o f  th e  r ich  a n d  p o w erfu l w h o  w ere  trea te d  by  h im . H is vo rac io u s 

re ad in g  m a d e  h im  a  p o w e rh o u se  o f  k n o w le d g e  a n d  sh a rp e n e d  

h is  m ed ica l sk ills .

Li S h iz h e n 's  fa m e  g re w  a s  p a t ie n ts  su c c e ss fu lly  tre a te d  by 

h im  vocally  p ra ised  h is  m ed ica l ex p ertise . P a tien ts  fro m  nearb y  

reg io n s a n d  c o u n tie s  flocked to  Li S h iz h en 's  h o m e  for trea tm en t.

w h e n  h is  so n , th e  l ig h t  o f  h is  life , w as  o n e  d a y  rack ed  by 

convulsions, a n d  even th e  resid en t d o c to rs  in  h is  h o u seh o ld  could  

n o t  c u re  th e  d is e a s e , th e  P rin ce  o f  C h u  w a s  u n d e r s ta n d a b ly
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S h iz h e n  S'

w o rried . W h en  so m e o n e  su g g e s te d  th a t  o n ly  Li S h iz h en  co u ld  

c u re  th is  d isease , th e  P rince o f  C h u  im m ed ia te ly  se n t for h im . By 

e x a m in in g  th e  p a tie n t 's  facial co m p lex io n  a n d  feeling  h is  pulse , 

Li S h iz h e n  c o n c lu d e d  th e  c o n v u ls io n s  h a d  a  g a s t ro in te s t in a l  

o rig in . H e p rescrib ed  a  c o u rse  o f  m ed ic in e  to  t re a t  th e  p a tie n t's  

d ig e s tiv e  sy s te m  a n d  s e n t  th e  p re s c r ip t io n  to  b e  f illed  by  a n  

ap o th ecary . T h e  co n v u ls io n s  s to p p ed  a f te r  th e  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  

th e  m ed ic ine .

T h e  P rin c e  o f  C h u  w a s  s o  p le a se d  t h a t  h e  in s is te d  o n  Li 

S h izh en ’s  s ta y in g  in  h is  h o u se h o ld  a s  re s id e n t d o c to r. I t  w a s  a t  

th is  t im e  th a t  th e  c en tra l g o v e rn m e n t la u n c h e d  a  c am p a ig n  to  

recru it m ed ical ta len t. In  o rd e r to  in g ra tia te  h im se lf  w ith  Em peror 

Shizong. th e  Prince o f  C hu recom m ended  Li S h izhen  for a  position  

in  th e  Im p eria l M edical A d m in is tra tio n  in  Beijing.

T h e  Im p e r ia l  M edical A d m in is tra t io n  w a s  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  

th e  h ig h e s t  m e d ic a l i n s t i tu t io n  in  th e  c o u n try .  B ut E m p ero r 

Sh izong  gave sh o r t  s h r if t  to  real m ed ical sc ience, in s tea d  h o ld in g  

a  b lin d  fa ith  in th e  c o te r ie  o f  a lc h e m is ts  w h o  p e rfo rm ed  T ao is t 

r i te s  a n d  a t te m p te d  to  p ro d u c e  a n  e lix ir  o f  l ife  to  e n s u r e  h is  

im m o r ta l i ty .  Li S h iz h e n  w a s  a  d o c to r  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  a n d  fe lt 

d i s g u s t e d  b y  t h e  i n s a lu b r i o u s  n e w  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  h i s  

w o r k p l a c e .  H e  r e s i g n e d  f r o m  t h e  I m p e r i a l  M e d ic a l  

A d m in is tra tio n  a n d  w e n t  h o m e  a f te r  o n ly  o n e  year.

O n h is  w ay  h o m e  fo llow ing h is  resignation , Li S h izh en  v isited  

m an y  re n o w n e d  m o u n ta in s  a n d  p lac es  o f  in te re s t ,  n o t fo r th e  

sc e n e ry  b u t  fo r th e  p u rp o se  o f  c o lle c tin g  m e d ic in a l h e rb s  a n d  

s tu d y in g  th e  m ed ic in a l a ttr ib u te s  o f  p lan ts . H is trav e ls  to o k  h im  

to  th e  W u d an g  M o u n ta in s  in  Ju n z h o u , m o d ern -d ay  J im  C oun ty  

o f  H u b e i Province, w h ere , h e  h a d  h ea rd , a p lu m  ca lled  th e  lang

I O I
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m e i p lu m  c o u ld  r e ju v e n a te  w h o e v e r  in g e s te d  it, t h u s  th e  

n ic k n a m e  "im m o rta lity  fru it." T h e  n o b ility  o f  th e  im p eria l c o u rt 

c o n s id e re d  i t  a  t re a su re  a n d  d e m a n d e d  a n  a d e q u a te  su p p ly  o f  

th e  p lum  by th e  local g o v e rn m en t in  th e  fo rm  o f  a n n u a l trib u te . 

C o m m o n  fo lk  w e re  p ro h ib ite d  fro m  p ick in g  th e  f ru i t  fo r th e ir  

o w n  c o n su m p tio n . Li S h izh en  had  n e v e r  b e en  a b e liev er in  th e  

so -called  " im m o rta lity  fru it."  In o rd e r  to  ge t to  th e  b o tto m  o f  it. 

h e  c lim b ed  precip ices a t g reat peril to  o b ta in  a  sam ple  o f  th e  plum  

a n d  to o k  it h o m e  w ith  h im . A fter m e tic u lo u s  re sea rch , h e  cam e 

to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  th e  lan g m e i p lu m  w a s n o  d iffe re n t fro m  

th e  c o m m o n  p lu m  in  th a t  it p ro m o te d  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  sa liva  

a n d  s la k e d  o n e 's  t h i r s t  b u t  h a d  n o  " im m o r ta l i ty "  p ro p e r ly  

w hatso ev er.

Li S h izh en  a m a ssed  a w e a lth  o f  sc ien tif ic  d a ta  in  th e  c o u rse  

o f  h is  lo n g  y ears o f  m ed ical p rac tice  a n d  c o llec tio n  o f  m ed ic in a l 

herbs. H e id en tif ie d  m any  e rro rs  in  a n c ie n t m ed ica l tex ts . T h ere  

w a s  a lso  th e  fa c t th a t  n ew  m ed ic in a l h e rb s , u n re c o rd e d  in  past 

m ed ica l books, h a d  b een , a n d  w ere  s till  being, d isco v ered  s in ce  

th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  te x ts . H e  d e c id e d  th e re fo re  to  

c o m p ile  a  n ew . c o m p re h en s iv e  p h a rm aco p o e ia . A fte r re tu rn in g  

to  h is  h o m e  village fro m  th e  c ap ita  h e  sp e n t nearly  th ir ty  y ears 

c o m p le tin g  th e  fa m o u s C o m p e n d iu m  o f  M ateria  M edica, w h ich  

reco rded  1.892  m ed ic in e s  a n d  co llec ted  m ore  th a n  ten  th o u sa n d  

p re scrip tio n s . It w as  a g rea t c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  

C h in a 's  m edical sc ience.
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I.i S h iz h e n  S c o u rs  M o u n ta in s  lo r  M e d ic in a l H e rb s

A fter th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  th e  "C om pendium ." it sp re ad  abroad  

a n d  w as  e v e n tu a lly  t ra n s la te d  in to  J a p a n ese . G erm an , E nglish . 

F rench , R u ss ian  a n d  Latin, e a rn in g  a n  im p o r ta n t p lace  in  w orld  

pharm acology .

Ironically , Em peror Shizong. in  h is  e n th u s ia sm  for d iscovering  

a n  e lix ir  o f  life  to  e n su re  h is  im m o rta lity , lo s t h is  life  w h e n  he 

a cc id en ta lly  sw allo w ed  a  to x ic  "golden pill."

A t h is  d e a th , E m peror S h izong  w as  su cceed ed  by h is  son  Zhu 

Z aih o u  a s  E m peror M uzong o f  Ming.
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T h e  T u te la g e  o f  Z h a n g  JuzhetH '

io. T h e  T u telage o f 

Z hang  Ju zh en g

In  th e  re ig n  o f  E m pero r M uzong, Z h an g  J u z h e n g , a G rand  

S e c re ta ry , w o n  th e  t r u s t  o f  th e  e m p e ro r  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h is  

o u ts ta n d in g  a b ilitie s . W h en  E m pero r M uzong  d ie d  in  157 2 . h e  

w a s  s u c c e e d e d  by  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  Z h u  Y iju n  a s  E m p e ro r  

Shen zo n g  o f  Ming. O n h is  d ea th b ed . E m peror M uzong d esig n ated  

Z h a n g  J u z h e n g  a n d  tw o  o t h e r  m in i s t e r s  a s  B u lw a rk s  o f  

G o v e rn m en t to  h e lp  th e  n e x t  e m p e ro r ru n  th e  c o u n try .

S h o r t ly  a f te r  th e  a c c e s s io n  o f  E m p e ro r S h e n z o n g , Z h an g  

Ju z h e n g  b e c a m e  C h ie f  B ulw ark  an d . a s  in s tru c te d  b y  E m peror 

M uzong, b e g an  to  t u to r  th e  ten -y ear-o ld  e m p e ro r  m u c h  lik e  a 

c o n s c ie n tio u s  te a ch e r. H e c o m p iled  a  c o lle c tio n  o f  i llu s tra te d  

h isto rica l ta le s  e n title d  Illu stra ted  Lessons For E m perors. H is daily 

re a d in g  a n d  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e s e  ta le s  w as  eagerly  a w a ite d  by  

E m pero r S hen zo n g , w h o  w as  d e lig h ted  by  th e  book . O nce, a f te r  

f in ish in g  th e  ta le  a b o u t E m pero r W en o f  H an  v is itin g  h is  tro o p s 

a t C am p Xiliu to  b o o st th e ir  m orale. Z hang  Ju zh en g  to ld  th e  young  

E m peron  "H is M ajesty s h o u ld  pay a tte n tio n  to  w ar p reparedness. 

W h en  p eace  h a s  b een  a ro u n d  for so  long , peo p le  te n d  to  tak e  it 

for g ran ted  a n d  low er th e ir  g u a rd  in  th e  m a tte r  o f  arm s. It is  h igh  

tim e  to  g ive it u rg en t a tte n tio n ."

E m peror S h en zo n g  v igo rously  n o d d e d  in agreem ent.

On a n o th e r  o ccasion . Z hang  Ju zh en g  h a d  j u s t  f in ish ed  a story  

a b o u t  h o w  E m pero r R enzong  o f  S ong d is lik e d  th e  u se  o f  p earls
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a n d  ja d e  a s  o rn am en t.

"H e w a s  right." E m peror S hen zo n g  c o m m en ted . "An em p ero r 

sh o u ld  trea su re  m in is te rs  w h o  o ffe r  w ise  co u n se l in stead . W h a fs  

th e  u se  o f  p earls  a n d  jad e?"

Z h an g  J u z h e n g  w a s  p lea se d  to  h e a r  su c h  w ise  w o rd s  fro m  

th e  m o u th  o f  a  ten -year-o ld  ch ild .

'A w ise  ru le r  v a lu e s  g ra in  a n d  d e sp is e s  g em s a n d  p re c io u s  

s to n e s ,"  h e  sa id . "For h e  k n o w s  p e o p le  c a n  live  o n  fo o d , w h ile  

p recio u s s to n e s  cou ld  n e ith e r a ssu ag e  h u n g e r  no r o ffe r  p ro tec tio n  

a g a in s t th e  cold."

Z h an g  Ju z h e n g  to o k  E m peror Shenzongfs e d u ca tio n  seriously. 

T h e  e m p e ro r  v e n e r a te d  Z h a n g  a s  a  s t r i c t  te a c h e r  a n d  w as  

s o m e w h a t  in  a w e  o f  h im . W ith  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  e m p re s s  

d o w ag er a n d  th e  e u n u c h  Feng Bao, Z h an g  Ju z h e n g  h a d  fin a l say 

o n  nearly  a ll m a tte rs  o f  sta te .

Z hang  Ju zh en g  w a s  a  capab le  s ta te sm a n  in  th e  M ing D ynasty. 

A fte r a s s u m in g  real p o w er, h e  p u s h e d  th ro u g h  b o ld  m ilita ry , 

e co n o m ic  a n d  po litica l reform s.

A lth o u g h  th e  p ro b lem  o f  th e  w o  kou  o n  th e  e a s t  c o a s t h a d  

b e en  so lv ed , th e  freq u en t in c u rs io n s  led  by  T a r ta r  n o b lem e n  in 

th e  n o r th  grew  in to  a  m a jo r th re a t  to  th e  M ing D ynasty . Z h an g  

Ju z h e n g  se n t Qi Jig u an g , th e  legendary  n e m e s is  o f  th e  w o  kou, to  

th e  n o rth  to  h ead  th e  garriso n  o f  Jizh o u . in  th e  n o rth  o f  m odern- 

d a y  H eb ei p ro v in c e . Qi J ig u a n g  c o n s t r u c te d  th r e e  th o u s a n d  

defen siv e  w orks a long  th e  G reat W all from  S han h a i Pass to  Juyong  

Pass. A fte r th e  w e ll-d isc ip lined  a n d  w ell-arm ed  Qi A rm y repelled  

n u m ero u s  T arta r o ffensives, A nda  K han, a T a rta r  leader, expressed  

a  w ish  fo r reco n c ilia tio n  a n d  trad e . T h e  p ro posa l w as rep o rted  to  

th e  em p ero r by  Z hang  Ju zh en g  a n d  it w a s  decreed  th a t  A nda K han

I
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w o u ld  b e  m a d e  P rin ce  S lm ny i. Z h an g  im p le m e n te d  a  p o licy  o f  

trad e  w ith  th e  T arta rs  coup led  w ith  s tre n g th e n ed  b o rd e r defenses, 

in te n s iv e  m ilita ry  tra in in g  a n d  ag ricu ltu ra l d ev e lo p m en t in  th e  

b o rd e r a reas by  th e  M ing troops. T h ere  e n su e d  nearly  th ir ty  years 

o f  peace b e tw ee n  th e  M ing a n d  th e  T arta rs  a n d  im proved security  

fo r all th e  e th n ic  c o m m u n itie s  in  n o r th e rn  C hina.

In  th o se  tim es  th e  Y ellow  River, w h o se  m ain ten a n ce  h a d  long 

b e e n  n e g le c te d ,  f r e q u e n t ly  o v e r f lo w e d  i t s  b a n k s ,  f lo o d in g  

fa rm lan d  a n d  w reak in g  h av o c  o n  a g ricu ltu re  a n d  tran sp o rta tio n . 

Z h a n g  J u z h e n g  a p p o in te d  Pan J ix u n , a n  i r r ig a t io n  e x p e rt , to  

oversee  th e  repair o f  th e  sy s tem  o f  d y k es a lo n g  th e  Y ellow  River. 

Pan J ix u n  re b u ilt th e  d y k e s  a n d  repaired  th e  b re ac h es  to  c o n ta in  

th e  river. As a  resu lt, tran sp o rta tio n  flow ed  again  a n d  agricu ltu ra l 

p ro d u c tio n  re su m ed  a n d  grew.

B efo re  t h e  r e fo r m s ,  p o l i t ic a l  c o r r u p t io n  a llo w e d  la rg e  

lan d o w n ers  to  co n so lid a te  a n d  enlarge lan d  h o ld in g s a n d  to  evade 

taxes. As a  resu lt, pow erfu l g en try  a n d  large lan d o w n ers  a m assed  

in c re as in g  w e a lth  w h ile  s ta te  c o ffe rs  d w in d led . Z h an g  Ju z h e n g  

o rd e re d  a  lan d  survey , w h ic h  u n co v ered  p rev io u sly  u n d isc lo sed  

lan d  h o ld in g s  o w n ed  by  m em b e rs  o f  th e  im p e ria l c lan , nob ility , 

local g e n try  a n d  lan d o w n ers . T h is  h a d  a  d e te r re n t  e ffe c t o n  th e  

large lan d o w n ers  a n d  b ro u g h t in  m ore  rev en u e  fo r th e  s ta te .

A f te r  t h e  l a n d  s u rv e y , Z h a n g  J u z h e n g  s im p l i f i e d  a n d  

c o n s o l id a te d  th e  c o m p le x  s y s te m  o f  ta x e s  a n d  c o m p u lso ry  

serv ices, a ll c o n v ertib le  to  m o n e ta ry  levies. T h e  n ew  sy s te m  w as 

ca lled  th e  “in te g ra te d  c a sh  ta x a tio n  schem e."  T h e  fiscal reform  

c lo sed  th e  lo o p h o le s  th a t  h a d  en ab led  o ffic ia ls  to  o b ta in  private  

g a in  th r o u g h  f ra u d :  it in c r e a s e d  g o v e r n m e n t  r e v e n u e  a n d  

lig h ten ed  to  so m e  e x te n t th e  tax  b u rd e n  o n  p easan ts .

I I
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In  te n  y ea rs  o f  b o ld  re fo rm s. Z h an g  J u z h e n g  su c c ee d ed  in  

b re a th in g  a  b re a th  o f  f re sh  a ir  in to  th e  c u ltu re  o f  c o r ru p tio n  

prevalen t in  M ing politics, filling s ta te  g ranaries w ith  en o u g h  grain 

re serv e  to  la s t te n  years. But th e s e  re fo rm s n a tu ra lly  c o n flic te d  

w ith  som e o f  th e  in te res ts  o f  th e  rich a n d  pow erful. W hile publicly 

th e y  h a d  to  b e n d  to  th e  n e w  re g u la tio n s , p riv a te ly  th e y  h a d  a 

v iscera l h a tre d  fo r Z h an g  Juzh en g .

In  th e  f ifth  y ear o f  Z h an g  Ju zh en g 1 s  ten u re , h is  e lderly  fa th e r 

d ied  in  h is  h o m e  to w n  o f  J ian g lin g . T h e  tra d itio n a l e tiq u e tte  o f  

fe u d a l t im e s  d e m a n d e d  th a t  h e  leave  h is  o ffic ia l d u tie s  to  go 

h o m e  a n d  o b se rv e  m o u rn in g  fo r a  p e rio d  o f  th re e  y ears. B ut he  

w a s  w orried  th a t  h is  d e p a rtu re  w o u ld  c au se  th e  o ng o in g  refo rm s 

to  fa lter. E m peror S hen zo n g  a n d  so m e  h ig h  o ffic ia ls  a lso  w an ted  

h im  to  s tay  in  th e  capital; so  h e  se n t h is  son  to  a tte n d  th e  funeral 

o n  h is  b e h a lf  s o  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  s ta y  "on th e  jo b "  in  th e  cap ita l. 

Som e people  to o k  a d v an tag e  o f  h is  fa ilu re  to  a t te n d  h is  fa th e r 's  

fu n e ra l  a n d  u s e d  i t  to  p e t i t io n  E m p e ro r  S h e n z o n g  fo r  th e  

im p e a ch m en t o f  Z h an g  Ju zh en g . "A ttack ad s" sh a rp ly  c ritic a l o f  

h im  s ta r te d  sp rin g in g  u p  a ll over to w n . T he a tta ck s  su b sid ed  on ly  

a f te r  E m pero r S h e n z o n g  fe lt c o m p e lle d  to  is su e  a n  e d ic t  th a t  

th r e a te n e d  to  e x e c u te  a n y o n e  c h a lle n g in g  Z h a n g  J u z h e n  s  

c o n tin u e d  service.

W ith  th e  b u lk  o f  p o w e r c o n c e n tr a te d  in  Z h a n g  Ju z h e n g . 

E m peror Shenzong. by  n o w  a n  a d u lt, began  to  feel bored  by hav ing  

l i t t le  b u s in e s s  to  a t te n d  to . T h e  e u n u c h s  tr ie d  v a rio u s  ta c k s  to  

a m u s e  h im  in  th e  b a c k  p a la ce . O n  o n e  o c c a s io n , a  d r u n k e n  

E m peror S hen zo n g  b ea t tw o  y o u n g  e u n u c h s  a lm o s t to  d e a th  for 

n o  a p p a re n t  re a so n . W h en  th e  in c id e n t  c a m e  to  th e  e m p re s s  

d o w a g e r’s  a t te n tio n ,  s h e  s e n t  fo r th e  e m p e ro r  a n d  g av e  h im  a

I  I
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sev ere  to n g u e-lash in g . S h e  h a n d e d  h im  a  co p y  o f  th e  b io g rap h y  

o f  H uo G uan g  in  th e  H isto ry  o f  th e  H an D yn a sty  to  s tu d y . During 

H uo  Guang*s tu te lag e  in  th e  W este rn  H an  p e rio d , w a sn 't  th e re  a 

P rin ce  o f  C h angy i n a m e d  Liu H e  w h o  w a s  o v e r th ro w n  b y  th e  

e m p re ss  d o w ag er a n d  H uo G u an g  s h o r tly  a f te r  h is  a cc ess io n  to 

th e  th ro n e?  Well, Z hang  Ju zh en g  n o w  o ccup ied  th e  sam e  territo ry  

a s  H u o  G u a n g  d id  in  th e  H an  D y n a sty . E m p e ro r  S h e n z o n g  

s h u d d e re d  a t  th e  th o u g h t a n d  im m e d ia te ly  w e n t d o w n  o n  his 

k n ees to  a sk  th e  e m p re ss  d o w ag er fo r forgiveness.

A d ecisio n  w as la te r m ade  by Z hang  Ju zh en g  to  tu rn  o u t th o se  

e u n u c h s  w h o  lu re d  E m p e ro r S h e n z o n g  in to  u n w h o le s o m e  

pastim es. T h e  e m p re ss  d o w ag er a sk ed  Z h an g  Ju z h e n g  to  d ra f t  a 

m ea  c u lp a  e d ic t  o n  th e  e m p e ro r 's  b e h a lf . A lth o u g h  th e  m a tte r  

w as  th u s  tak en  care  of. E m peror S h e n z o n g s  fear o f  Z hang  Juzh en g  

h a d  n o w  tu rn e d  in to  h a te .

In  1582 Z h an g  Ju z h e n g  d ie d  o f  illn ess  a n d  E m peror S henzong  

to o k  o v er th e  re in s  o f  s ta te  c o n tro l. H igh o ffic ia ls  w h o  h a d  long 

re se n te d  Z h an g  J u z h e n g . n o w  c a m e  fo rw a rd  to  d e n o u n c e  h is  

a rro g a n c e  a n d  h ig h -h a n d e d n e s s .  T h e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  E m pero r 

S h en zo n g  s tr ip p ed  Z h an g  Ju z h e n g  o f  h is  o ffic ia l t i t le s  a n d  had  

all th e  a s se ts  o f  h is  fam ily  c o n fisca te d . A d o zen  o f  h i s  o ffsp rin g  

w ere p u t u n d e r h o u se  a rre s t a n d  ev en tu a lly  s ta rv ed  to  d ea th . 11 is 

o ld e s t so n  c o m m itte d  su ic id e  a f te r  b e in g  to r tu re d . T h e  re fo rm s 

in s t i t u t e d  b y  Z h a n g  J u z h e n g  w e r e  u n d o n e  a n d  th e  M ing  

g o v e rn m e n t, w h ic h  h a d  b eg u n  to  sh o w  s ig n s  o f  im p ro v e m en t, 

re su m ed  its  decline.
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N u rh n c i F o u n d s  d ie  L ater J in

11. N u rh ac i F ounds 

th e  Later J in

As th e  Ming governm ent becam e increasingly co rm pt, its border 

security  suffered  from  neglect and  a tribal subgroup  o f  th e  Jurchens, 

called th e  J ianzhou  Ju rchens, took advantage o f  th e  slack to  expand 

a n d  grow  stronger. I ts  lead er w as A isin J io ro  N urhaci.

N urhaci w as b o m  to  a nob le  fam ily  o f  th e  J ia n zh o u  Ju rchens. 

H is  g ra n d fa th e r  G iocangga a n d  h is  f a th e r  T ak s i w e re  J u rc h e n  

no b lem en  a p p o in te d  by th e  M ing a s  o ffic ia ls  o f  th e  left J ia n zh o u  

g a rriso n . N u rh ac i, w h o  s ta r te d  rid in g  a n d  sh o o tin g  a rro w s a t  a 

y o u n g  age. b ecam e a n  a cco m p lish ed  h o rse m a n  a n d  w arrio r. H is 

m o th e r  d ie d  w h e n  h e  w a s  te n  a n d  h is  s te p m o th e r  w a s  c m e l to  

h im . N urhaci h a d  to  eke  o u t a  living aw ay  from  h o m e  by  h u n tin g  

gam e, d ig g in g  g in se n g  ro o ts , p ick in g  p in e  se e d s  a n d  co llec tin g  

m u sh ro o m s d e ep  in  th e  fo res ts w ith  h is  f rien d s  a n d  se llin g  th em  

in F u sh u n . At th e  bu stlin g  bazaars a n d  fa irs in  Fushun. th e  Ju rch en s 

traded  th e ir  m o u n ta in  fa re  a n d  w are for th e  iron im plem ents, food, 

s a l t  a n d  fab rics o f  th e  H an  people. In  h is  lo n g  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  

H an  peo p le  in F u sh u n . N u rh ac i le a rn ed  to  sp eak  M an d arin . He 

en joyed  read ing  C hinese  novels su c h  a s  th e  R om ance  o f  th e  Three  

K in g d o m s and  H eroes o f  th e  W ater Margin.

S ev era l c la n s  o f  th e  J ia n z h o u  J u r c h e n s  w e re  c o n s ta n t ly  

f ig h tin g  e a c h  o th e r  fo r  d o m in a t io n .  Li C h e n lia n g . R eg io n a l 

C o m m an d e r o f  th e  M ing, ex p lo ited  th is  rivalry  to  m a in ta in  tig h t 

co n tro l. W hen  N urhaci w as 25, T u lin 's  N ik an  W ailan, a  J ia n zh o u
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J u rc h e n . a c c o m p a n ie d  M ing tro o p s  to  a tta c k  A ta i's  F o rt C ure . 

A tai's w ile  w as  a  g ran d d au g h te r  o f  G iocangga a n d  w hen  th e  la tter 

h e a r d  o f  th e  a t t a c k ,  h e  to o k  T a k s i  w i th  h im  to  v i s i t  h i s  

g ra n d d au g h te r  a t  Fort C ure. T h ey  w ere  in  th e  fo rt w h en  th e  M ing 

a rm y  b egan  its  a ssa u lt a n d  b o th  G iocangga a n d  T aksi w ere  killed  

in  th e  b a ttle .

N u rh a c i c r ie d  o v e r  th e ir  d e a th  a n d  b u rie d  h is  g ra n d fa th e r  

a n d  h is  fa ther. K now ing  h e  w a s  n o t s tro n g  en o u g h  to  tak e  o n  th e  

M ing arm y, h e  d irec te d  a ll h is  v en o m  a g a in s t N ikan  W ailan.

"It w a s  N ik an  W ailan  w h o  k ille d  m y g ra n d fa th e r  a n d  m y 

father," h e  to ld  M ing o fficials. '1 w ill b e  s a tis f ie d  i f  you  tu rn  over 

N ikan to  me." T h e  M ing g o v e rn m e n t re fused .

T h e  e m b itte re d  N urhaci re tu rn e d  h o m e, go t o u t  th e  th ir te e n  

s u i ts  o f  a rm o r h is  fa th e r  left b e h in d  a n d  d is tr ib u te d  th e m  to  h is  

follow ers. H e led  th e m  o n  a n  a tta ck  on  T ulin . N ikan W ailan. w ho  

w a s  n o  m a tc h  fo r th e  b rav e  a n d  b a tl le - s a w y  w a rr io r  N urh ac i, 

f led  in  h a s te .  A fte r  c a p tu r in g  T u lin , N u rh a c i p re s se d  o n  a n d  

co n q u ered  so m e  o th e r  c la n s  o f  th e  J ia n z h o u  Ju rc h en s .

Fo llow ing  a h a rrie d  (ligh t. N ikan  W ailan  fina lly  a rrived  n ear 

w h a t  is  m o d e rn -d a y  Q iq ih a r  a n d  r e q u e s te d  th e  p ro te c tio n  o f  

M ing tro o p s . N u rh ac i so o n  c a u g h t u p  w ith  h im  th e re . R ealizing 

th a t  N u rh ac i w a s  n o t g o in g  to  ta k e  n o  lo r  a n  a n sw e r, th e  M ing 

a rm y  a llo w ed  h im  to  s la u g h te r  N ikan  W ailan  in  o rd e r  to  avo id  

a n  a rm e d  c o n fro n ta tio n .

W ith  N ik a n  W a ila n  e l im in a t e d .  N u rh a c i  b e c a m e  m o re  

p o w erfu l th a n  ever. A few  y ears  la te r  h e  su c c ee d ed  in  u n ify in g  

th e  J ia n z h o u  Ju rc h e n s . T h is  c au sed  p a n ic  a m o n g  o th e r  trib e s  o f  

th e  Ju rc h en s . w h ic h  a t  th e  tim e  co m prised  th re e  large  subgroups: 

th e  J ia n z h o u  J u r c h e n s .  th e  H a ix i J u r c h e n s  a n d  th e  "W ild"
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Ju rc h e n s . In  1593 th e  Y ehe  trib e , th e  m o st p o w erfu l a m o n g  th e  

Haixi Ju rch en s . en te red  in to  a n  a lliance  com posed  o f  n in e  Ju rch en  

a n d  M ongol t r ib e s  a n d  la u n c h e d  a 30.000-strong c o a litio n  force  

a g a in s t N u rh ac i in  a  th ree -p ro n g ed  a ttack .

N u rh ac i m a d e  all n e ce ssa ry  p re p a ra tio n s  in  a n tic ip a tio n  o f  

th e  a tta ck  b y  th e  n in e -trib e  c o a litio n  force , in c lu d in g  th e  lay in g  

o f  a m b u sh e s  by  h is  b e s t  tro o p s  a n d  th e  p lac ing  o f  heavy  logs and  

ro c k s  a to p  c lif f s  a lo n g  th e  ro a d . W h en  h e  w a s  s a t is f ie d  th a t  

ev e ry th in g  w a s  ready, h e  w e n t to  s leep  like  a  baby . H is  a n x io u s  

w ife  w o k e  h im  up.

"H ow  c an  you  sleep  w ith  th e  n in e  tr ib e s  m arc h in g  o n  you?" 

sh e  asked . "H ave you  b e en  sca red  o u t  o f  y o u r wits?"

"If I w ere scared." N urhaci an sw ered  w ith  a  laugh. "I w o u ld n 't 

b e  a b le  to  fall a s lee p  e v en  i f  I w a n ted  to."

T h e  n e x t d ay . w h en  th e  sc o u ts  s e n t  from  J ia n z h o u  cam e  back 

w ith  th e  r e p o rt  th a t  th e  e n em y  force  w as  m assive, b o th  lead ers  

a n d  th e  ra n k  a n d  file tro u p s  began  to  feel nervous.

"Don't worry!" N urhaci reassu red  th em . "We h av e  form iddab le  

te rra in  o n  o u r  side . T h ey  m ay h a v e  th e  n u m b ers , b u t  th e y  a re  a 

rag tag  force . T h ey  hav e  d isp a ra te  c o m p o n e n ts  w h o  e ac h  exp ec t 

th e  o th e rs  to  ta k e  th e  in itia tiv e . W h en  th e y  s ta r t  th e  a tta c k , w e  

w ill k ill a  cou p le  o f  th e ir  leaders. T h a t  w ill m ake  th e m  pu ll back."

W h en  th e  n in e -tr ib e  c o a lito n  force a rrived  a t  th e  fo o t o f  th e  

C ure M ountains, th e  J ia n zh o u  Ju rc h en s , a lready  w a itin g  fo r th em  

in b a ttle  fo rm ation , se n t o u t one  h u n d re d  cavalrym en to  challenge 

th e  c o a litio n  to  a  fig h t. W h en  a  Y ehe  lea d e r c h arg ed  fo r th , h is  

h o rse  w as  tr ip p e d  b y  a  w o o d e n  p o le  a n d  th e  J ia n z h o u  tro o p s  

sw arm ed  a ro u n d  h im  a n d  killed  h im ; a n o th e r  Y ehe lead er fa in ted  

a t  th e  s ig h t .  T h e  n in e - t r ib e  c o a l i t io n  fo rc e , la c k in g  u n if ie d

I
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c o m m a n d , d isp e rse d  in  a  d iso rd e rly  re trea t. N urhaci gave ch ase  

a n d  d e fea ted  tire  Yehe. In  a n o th e r  few  y ears h e  largely com pleted  

th e  u n if ic a tio n  o f  a ll th e  Ju rc h e n  tribes.

I n  th e  c o u rse  o f  th e  u n if ic a t io n  o f  th e  J u rc h e n s .  N u rh ac i 

o rgan ized  th e ju rc h e n s  in to  e ig h t 'b an n ers ."  A b a n n e r  w a s  a t once 

a n  a d m in is tra tiv e  u n i t  a n d  a  m ilita ry  o rg an zia tio n ; each  b a n n e r  

c o m p ris e d  n u m e ro u s  n iru  o f  th r e e  h u n d r e d  m e n  e a c h , w h o  

fa n n ed  a n d  h u n te d  in  peace  tim e  a n d  p e rfo rm ed  c o m b a t d u ty  in 

t im e s  o f  w ar. T h e  sy s te m  e ffec tiv e ly  p ro m o te d  p ro d u c tio n  a n d  

in creased  co m b at read iness. In  o rd e r to  lu ll th e  M ing co u rt in to  a 

fa lse  se n se  o f  se c u rity , h e  k e p t u p  h is  t r ib u te  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  

th e  M ing, w h ic h  a w ard e d  h im  th e  tit le  o l D ragon-T iger G eneral 

in  recogn ition  o f  h is  subm issio n . H e  w e n t to  Beijing several tim es 

to  a s s e s s  f ir s t-h a n d  th e  tru e  s ta te  o f  th e  M ing g o v e rn m e n t. In 

i 6i 6, ju d g in g  th e  tim e  ripe, h e  p ro c la im ed  h im se lf  K han o f  H c tu  

Ala, n e a r  m o d ern -d ay  X inbin  in  L iaoning Province, fo u n d in g  th e  

G rea t J in  D y n a sty . T o  d is t in g u is h  it fro m  th e  J in  D y n a s ty  in 

an tiq u ity , h is to r ia n s  h a v e  c a lled  i t  t h e  L ite r  J in .
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12. B attle a t S arhu

A fter th e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  L ater J in . N u rh ac i sp e n t  tw o  y ears 

c le a n in g  h o u s e ,  e x p a n d in g  p ro d u c tio n  a n d  b u i ld in g  u p  th e  

m ilitary . In 1618, N urhaci su m m o n ed  th e  c o m m a n d ers  a n d  troops 

o f  th e  Eight B anners to  a rm s  a n d  a n n o u n ce d  h is  Seven G rievances 

(M anchurian : n a d an  кого) a g a in st th e  M ing, w ith  th e  u n p rovoked  

s la u g h te r  o f  h is  f a th e r  a n d  g ra n d fa th e r  to p p in g  th e  l is t .  T h e  

a n n o u n c e m e n t se rv ed  a s  a  d e c la ra tio n  o f  w a r a g a in s t th e  M ing 

to  v en g e  h is  e ld e rs ' d ea th s .

T h e  fo llow ing  d ay . N urhaci led  20.000 m en  to  a tta ck  Fushun . 

H e w ro te  a  le tter to  th e  c ity 's  co m m an d er u rg ing  h im  to  su rrender. 

T h e  M ing c o m m a n d e r  Li Y ongfang  d id  so  w ith o u t a  fig h t in  th e  

face  o f  th e  o v e rw h e lm in g  fo rce  o f  th e  Later J in . T h e  J in  tro o p s  

cap tu red  300.000 people  a n d  c a ttle . T h e  tro o p s  s e n t by  th e  M ing's 

G ran d  C o o rd in a to r  in  L iaodong w e re  in te rc e p te d  a n d  d e fe a te d  

by  th e  J in  a rm y . N u rh ac i o rd e re d  th e  c ity  o f  F u sh u n  d e s tro y ed  

a n d  re tu rn e d  to  H e tu  Ala lo ad ed  w ith  th e  sp o ils  o f  w ar.

W hen  n ew s o f  th e  debacle  reached  Beijing. E m peror Shenzong 

o f  M ing  w a s  f u r io u s .  H e  a p p o in te d  Y a n g  H a o  a s  M ilita ry  

C o m m iss io n e r  o f  L iaodong to  u n d e r ta k e  a  p u n itiv e  e x p e d itio n  

a g a in s t th e  L ite r J in . I t  w a s  w ith  m u ch  e ffo rt th a t  Y ang  H ao  w as 

fina lly  ab le  to  p u t  to g e th e r  a  ioo.ooo s tro n g  force . In  1619. Yang 

H ao 's  tro o p s  a d v an c ed  o n  H e tu  Ala a lo n g  fo u r d if fe re n t ro u te s  

u n d e r  fo u r regional co m m an d ers . T h e  left flank o f  th e  c en te r  arm y 

w a s  led  by  Du Song. R egional C o m m a n d e r o f  S h a n h a i P a s s  th e  

r ig h t  f la n k  o f  th e  c e n te r  a rm y  w a s  le d  by  Li R ubo . R eg io n a l
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C o m m an d er o f  Liaodong; th e  n o rth  a rm y  w a s  u n d e r  tire com m an d  

o f  K aiyuan’s  R egional C o m m an d er, Ma Lin; a n d  th e  so u tli arm y 

u n d e r  Liu T in g , R eg io n a l C o m m a n d e r  o f  L iaoyang. T h e  fo rce  

s tre n g th  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  a t  a n  in fla ted  470.000 fo r psycho log ical 

e ffec t. Y ang H ao  d irec ted  th e  c am p aig n  fro m  Shenyang.

T h e  to ta l tro o p  s tre n g th  o f  th e  E ight B an n ers  w a s  l ittle  over 

60.000. S o m e  c o m m a n d e rs  o f  th e  L ater J in  w e re  n e rv o u s  w h e n  

th ey  received  in te llig en ce  a b o u t e n em y  tro o p  m o v em en ts . T hey 

w e n t b e fo re  N urhaci fo r advice.

"D on’t worry!" N u rh ac i to ld  th e m  w ith  se lf-a ssu ran c e  'T h e ir  

m a n y  ro u te s  w ill n o t h o ld  u p  a g a in s t m y o n e  route."

T h ro u g h  re co n n a is sa n ce  N u rh ac i k n ew  th a t  th e  le f t flan k  of 

th e  e n e m y 's  c e n te r  a rm y  led  b y  Du Song w a s  th e  M ing 's m ain  

force; it h a d  le f t  F u s h u n  a n d  w a s  m a rc h in g  to w a rd  th e m . He 

c o n c e n tra te d  h is  fo rce  a g a in s t Du Song.

Du Song w a s  a ren o w n ed , b a ttle -h a rd e n e d  general. W hen  he 

led  h is  tro o p s o u t o f  F u sh u n , it w as sn o w in g  heavily , b u t eager to  

be  th e  f irs t  to  sco re  a  v icto ry , Du Song p u t  h is  tro o p s  o n  a  forced 

m arc h  d e sp ite  th e  b lizzard . H e  c a p tu re d  th e  m o u n ta in  p a ss  a t 

S a rh u , e a s t  o f  p re se n t-d a y  F u sh u n  in  L iaon ing  P rov ince, b e fo re  

d iv id in g  h is  fo rce  in to  tw o . w ith  h a lf  o f  th e m  c a m p e d  in  Sarhu  

w h ile  h e  led  h is  e lite  troops to  a tta ck  J ie fan  (n o rth w es t o f  m odern- 

day  X inbin) c o n tro lled  by  th e  Later J in .

N urhaci restra in ed  h is  a s  h e  d iscovered  Du Song h a d  s tre tch ed  

th in  h is  force. H e  d irec te d  a ll th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  Eight B anners to  

th e  M ing c a m p  a t  S a rh u  a n d  b y  o v e r ru n n in g  it. s u c c e e d e d  in  

c u tt in g  o f f  Du Song 's re tre a t ro u te . H e  th e n  tu rn e d  a ro u n d  a n d  

ru sh e d  to  J ie fa n 's  re sc u e  o n  a  fo rce d  m arc h . T h e  M ing tro o p s  

a ttack in g  J ie fan  b ecam e d em ora lized  w h en  th ey  learned  th a t  they

I 2
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h a d  b e en  o u tfla n k ed . In  th e  m ean tim e , th e  J in  tro o p s d e fen d in g  

J ie fan  cam e  d o w n  fro m  h ig h  g round  a n d  a ttack ed  D u Song's arm y, 

d ec im atin g  it. W hen  N urhaci arrived w ith  h is  a rm y, th ey  encircled  

th e  M ing fo rce  in  a  t ig h t noose . As Du Song d a sh e d  a b o u t to  find  

a gap  in  th e  e n c irc le m e n t, h e  w a s  s h o t  in  th e  h e a d  b y  a n  arrow . 

H e  fell fro m  h is  h o rse  a n d  d ie d  o n  th e  sp o t. T h e  b o d ie s  o f  h is  

m a ssa c re d  tro o p s  s tre w e d  th e  b a tt le f ie ld . H is  e l i te  fo rce  w as 

w ip ed  o u t  in  th e  b lo o d b ath .

W hen  th e  n o rth  a rm y  u n d e r th e  co m m a n d  o f  Ma Lin m arched  

w ith in  4o  H o f  S a rh u , n o t lo n g  a f te r  s e ttin g  o f f  from  K aiyuan  in 

L iaoning  Province, it received  n ew s o f  Du Song’s fa ilu re. Ma Lin, 

s h a k e n  by  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t, m ad e  th e  im m e d ia te  d e c is io n  to  

sw itc h  fro m  th e  o ffen s iv e  to  th e  d e fen s iv e  p o stu re . H e  o rd ered  

h is  t r o o p s  to  p i tc h  c a m p  in  o r d e r  to  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  

m o u n ta in o u s  te r ra in .  T h ree  ro w s  o f  t r e n c h e s  w e re  d u g  a s  th e  

tro o p s  s e t t le d  in  fo r a  lo n g  re s is ta n c e . T h e  e ig h t-b a n n e r  fo rce  

u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  N u rh a c i raced  fro m  J ie fa n  a n d  a g a in  

overran  th e  M ing cam p. Ma Lin fled h a s tily  back  to  K aiyuan. T h u s 

a se c o n d  M ing a rm y  w as d e fea ted .

Yang H ao, d irec tin g  th e  cam paign  from  S henyang  a n d  w aiting  

for n ew s o f  v ic to ries from  th e  various fro n ts , w a s  in s tea d  shocked  

by  th e  new s o f  tw o  fiascos in  tw o  days. R ecognizing a fo rm idab le  

foe in  N urhaci. h e  s e n t rap id  o rd e rs  fo r th e  re m a in in g  tw o  a rm ies 

to  im m e d ia te ly  h a l t  th e ir  m arch .

Li R ubo, L iaodong’s  R egional C o m m a n d e r  le a d in g  th e  rig h t 

flank o f  th e  c e n te r  arm y, w as w ell k n o w n  fo r h is  t im o ro u s  n a tu re  

a n d  p ro p e n s ity  fo r a c tin g  in  a  slow , d e lib e ra te  m an n e r. H e w as 

all to o  h a p p y  to  pu ll b ack  u p o n  rece iv in g  th e  o rd e r  f ro m  Y ang 

H ao. W h en  th e  tw e n ty  o r  so  J in  s e n tin e ls  o n  p a tro l in  th e  h ills
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s a w  th e  M ing w ith d raw a l, th e y  ra ised  a  lo u d  c lam o r, w h ic h  led 

th e  M ing tro o p s  to  believe th ey  w ere  be ing  p u rsu ed  by  a  large  J in  

c o n tin g e n t.  T h is  tr ig g e red  a  s ta m p e d e  r e su ltin g  in  m a n y  M ing 

so ld ie rs  b e in g  tram p led  to  d e a th  by  th e ir  o w n  co m rad es .

T h a t  le f t th e  s o u th  a rm y  led by  Liu T ing . W h en  Y ang  H ao  

issu ed  th e  o rd e r to  h a lt  th e  tro o p s ' adv an ce . Liu T ing’s  a rm y  had  

a lread y  p e n e tra te d  d e ep  in to  J in  te rr ito ry  a n d  h a d  n o  know ledge  

o f  th e  g riev o u s  d e fe a ts  su ffe re d  by  th e  o th e r  M ing a rm ies . Liu 

T in g  w as  a  M ing c o m m a n d e r  fa m o u s  fo r h is  p ro w e ss  in  b a ttle , 

h e  w ie ld ed  a b ro ad  sw o rd  w e ig h in g  so m e  o n e  h u n d re d  tw e n ty  

j i n  w ith  su c h  e a se  a n d  d e f tn e s s  th a t  it se e m e d  to  fly in  th e  air, 

th u s  e a rn in g  h im  th e  n ic k n a m e  o f  "Broad S w o rd  Liu." Liu T ing 

ran  a  tig h t s h ip  a s  c o m m a n d e r a n d  h is  a rm y  w as w ell-arm ed  a n d  

eq u ip p ed . H e h a d  a lread y  o v e rru n  a  s tr in g  o f  e n e m y  fo r ts  a s  h is  

a rm y  w e n t d e ep  in to  e n em y  territo ry .

N urhaci k n ew  th a t  h e  c o u ld n 't c o u n t  o n  d irec t c o n fro n ta tio n  

to  d e fe a t th e  v a lia n t Liu T ing. H e h a d  a  M ing de fec to r, d isg u ised  

a s  Du S o n g 's  su b o rd in a te , c a rry  a  le t te r  to  Liu T in g , sa y in g  Du 

S ong 's a rm y  w as  n o w  a t th e  g a te s  o f  H e tu  Ala. w a itin g  o n ly  for 

Liu T in g 's  a rm y  to  jo in  h im  fo r a n  a s sa u lt  o n  th e  c ity .

Liu T ing , w h o  h a d  n o t y e t rece iv ed  th e  n ew  o rd e rs  o f  Y ang 

H ao  a n d  d id  no t k n o w  Du Song 's a rm y  h a d  b een  w iped  ou t, d id  

n o t d o u b t th e  verac ity  o f  th e  sto ry . Not w a n tin g  Du Song to  keep  

all th e  c red it for h im self, h e  o rdered  an  im m edia te  m arch  o n  H etu 

Ala. T he road  w as  to o  n a rrow  even  for m en  o r  ho rses to  m arch  tw o  

a b reast, so  th e y  h a d  to  fo rm  a s in g le  file. A su d d e n , m u rd e ro u s  

c lam or e ru p ted  a ro u n d  Liu T ing’s troops. T he h ills a n d  valleys now  

sw a rm e d  w ith  J in  a m b u s h e rs . w h o  c h a rg e d  a t  th e m  fro m  all 

d irections. In  h is  co n stern a tio n . Liu T ing saw  a  co n tin g en t o f  troops
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in  M ing u n ifo rm  fly ing M ing flags c o m in g  to  h is  rescue. W ith o u t 

hesita tion . Liu T ing b ro u g h t h is  troops in to  th e  m id s t of th is  "Ming" 

co n tingen t, w h ic h  w a s  actually  com posed  o f  J in  tro o p s in disguise, 

s e n t  b y  N u rh aci to  lu re  Liu T in g  in to  a  trap . H em m ed  in  o n  all 

s id e s  by J in  tro o p s, th e  M ing arm y  fell in to  d isarray . T h e  v a lian t 

Liu Ting, w ie ld ing  h is  b roadsw ord , w as ab le  to  kill a  n u m b er o f  J in  

so ld iers, b u t w as so o n  overw helm ed. W ith  serious in ju ries to  bo th  

a rm s, h e  finally  fell.

T h e  e n tire  c am p a ig n  la s te d  a  m ere  f iv e  d a y s  fro m  s ta r t  to  

fin ish , w ith  h a lf  o f  Y ang H ao’s  force d e c im a ted , a n d  m ore  th a n  

th ree  h u n d re d  h igh -ran k in g  civil and  m ilita ry  o fficers killed. T h is 

is  k n o w n  a s  th e  fa m o u s "B attle o f  Sarhu" in  C h in ese  h isto ry .

T h e  b a ttle  a t  S a rh u  seriously  d ra in ed  th e  s tre n g th  o f  th e  Ming. 

T h e  Later J in  p ressed  its  ad v an tag e  in  fu r th e r  a tta ck s . T w o  y ears 

la te r  N urhaci, a t  th e  h e ad  o f  h is  e ig h t-b an n e r force, c ap tu red  th e  

im p o rta n t s tra teg ic  to w n s  o f  S hen y an g  a n d  Liaoyang in Liaodong 

in  q u ick  su ccess io n .

In  M arch 1625. N u rh ac i m oved  th e  c ap ita l o f  th e  L ite r  J in  to  

Shen y an g , w h ic h  h e  re n am ed  S hengjing . H e n ce fo rth , th e  Later 

J in  b e ca m e  th e  g rea tes t th re a t  to  th e  Ming.
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X u G u an g q i S lu

13. Xu G uangqi S tud ies  

W este rn  Sciences

T lie  e n tire  M ing c o u rt  w a s  in  a  s ta te  o f  sh o c k  a f te r  th e  n ear 

an n ih ila tio n  o f  all four a rm ies u n d e r  Yang H ao a t Sarhu. T h e  en tire  

civil a n d  m ilitary leadership  assem bled a t  th e  en tran ce  o f  th e  palace 

to  call o n  Em peror S henzong  to  co n fro n t th e  J in  th rea t by  bu ild ing  

u p  th e  m ilita ry  a n d  in c re a s in g  m ilita ry  p a y  a n d  sp e n d in g . Xu 

Guangqi. a n  official o f  th e  im perial H an lin  A cadem y, fired off three  

p e titio n s in  qu ick  succession  a rgu ing  for th e  necessity  o f  selecting 

th e  b e s t ta le n t a n d  recru itin g  n ew  blood in to  th e  a rm y, fo r w hose 

tra in in g  h e  v o lu n te e re d  h is  o w n  serv ice . H av ing  h e a rd  th a t  Xu 

G uangqi w as  w ell versed  in  m ilita ry  m atte rs . E m peror S henzong  

agreed to  s e n d  h im  to  T ongzhou  to  tra in  troops.

Xu G uangqi w as  fro m  S h an g h a i. Before h is  b ir th . S h an g h a i 

s h o re s  w ere  p lag u ed  by w o  k o u  (Ja p an e se  p ira tes )  in c u rs io n s . 

F re q u e n t a c c o u n ts  by h is  fa th e r  o f  th e  h e ro ic  d e e d s  o f  p o p u lar 

re s is ta n c e  a g a in st th e  ivo k o u  in s tilled  a  p a tr io tic  p a ss io n  in  th e  

y o u n g  Xu G uangqi.

In  h is  a d u lth o o d , a s  Xu G uangqi passed  th ro u g h  N anjing  on 

h is  w ay  to  ta k e  th e  c iv il se rv ice  r e c r u i tm e n t  e x a m in a t io n  he 

le a rn e d  th a t  a  E u ro p ea n  m is s io n a ry  n a m e d  M a tteo  R icci gave 

freq u e n t ta lk s  th e re  a b o u t W este rn  sc ien ces  a n d  w as  b e frien d ed  

b y  m a n y  C h in e se  in te lle c tu a ls . T h ro u g h  a n  in te rm e d ia ry . Xu 

G u a n g q i w a s  a b le  to  m e e t M a tte o  R icc i. H e fo u n d  t h a t  th e  

sc ien tif ic  k n o w led g e  d isse m in a ted  by M atteo  Ricci w as n o w h ere
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to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  a n c ie n t  C h in e se  te x ts  lie  h a d  s tu d ie d .  He 

dev elo p ed  a n  in te n se  in te re s t  in  W este rn  sc iences.

M a tteo  Ricci d is s e m in a te d  sc ie n tif ic  k n o w le d g e  m a in ly  to  

fac ilita te  h is  m issionary  w ork . H e believed  th a t  in  o rd e r to  w id en  

th e  a p p ea l o f  h is  re lig io n , h e  m u s t  o b ta in  th e  b le s s in g  o f  th e  

C h in ese  em peror. In  th a t  period , th e  M ing p ro h ib ite d  m issionary  

w o rk  in  B eijing . M a tte o  R icci lo b b ie d  lo ca l h ig h  o f f ic ia ls  to  

in te rced e  w ith  th e  e m p ero r o n  h is  behalf. H e trav e led  to  Beijing 

a n d  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  th e  e u n u c h  Ma T an g , o ffe re d  a  C h ris tia n  

b ib le , a n  ico n  o f  th e  V irg in  M ary a n d  a  few  n ew fan g led  c h im in g  

tim ep ieces  to  E m peror S h en zo n g  a s  g ifts .

E m p ero r S h en zo n g  d id n 't  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  b ib le . n o r  d id  he 

k n o w  w h o  th e  V irg in  M ary w as. But th e  novel c h im in g  c lo ck s 

p iq u ed  h is  in te re s t a n d  h e  im m ed ia te ly  h a d  M atteo  Ricci b rough t 

to  h is  palace.

A t th e  recep tion  o f  M atteo Ricci. Em peror S henzong  asked  h im  

to  d e sc rib e  W este rn  c u s to m s  a n d  m ores. M atteo  Ricci, w h o  w as 

Ita lian , tr ie d  to  in fla te  h is  im p o rtan ce  b y  c la im ing  to  be  from  th e  

co u n try  o f  Du X i Yang, o r  "Great W estern  Ocean". W hen a check  o f 

th e  w orld  a tla s  p roduced  n o  c o u n try  o f  su ch  n am e, so m e  began  to 

d o u b t h is  p ro v en an ce  a n d  urged  E m peror S hen zo n g  to  ru n  h im  

o u t o f  th e  city . But E m peror S henzong d isregarded  th is  adv ice  and  

in s te a d  o f fe re d  h im  m o n ey  a n d  gav e  h im  p e rm is s io n  to  d o  

m iss io n a ry  w o rk  in  Beijing. The su p p o rt o f  th e  e m p e ro r g reatly  

facilitated  M atteo 's c o n ta c t a n d  in te rac tio n  w ith  co u rt officials.

A fe w  y e a rs  la te r ,  h a v in g  w o n  th e  t i t l e  o f  M e tro p o lita n  

G ra d u a te  a f te r  s u c c e e d in g  in  th e  h ig h e s t- le v e l  c iv il s e rv ic e  

re c ru itm e n t e x am in a tio n . Xu G uangqi a rrived  in  Beijing to  serve 

a t  th e  H a n lin  A cad em y . B e liev in g  t h a t  th e  s tu d y  o f  W es te rn

I
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sc ien c es  w o u ld  c o n tr ib u te  to  in c re ased  n a tio n a l p ro sp e rity  a n d  

s t r e n g th ,  h e  d e c id e d  to  a sk  M a tteo  Ricci to  b e  h is  te a c h e r  in 

sc ien tif ic  d isc ip lin es , in c lu d in g  astro n o m y , m a th e m a tic s , su rvey  

a n d  w e ap o n  m an u fac tu re .

O ne d a y  in  c la ss . M a tteo  R icci m e n tio n e d  to  Xu G uangqi a 

m a jo r m a th e m a tic a l  w o rk  b y  th e  G reek m a th e m a tic ia n  Euclid 

e n ti t le d  E lem en ts .  H e  s a id  i t  w a s  a p ity  th a t  th e  tra n s la t io n  o f  

su c h  a n  im p o r ta n t  w o rk  in to  C h in ese  p ro v ed  su c h  a d if f ic u lt  

u n d e rta k in g .

"S in c e  t h i s  b o o k  is  s o  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  y o u  e x p r e s s  th e  

w illin g n e ss  to  o ffe r  a d v ice  a n d  a ss is ta n ce ."  sa id  Xu G uangqi. "I 

w ill t r a n s la te  it n o  m a tte r  h o w  d iff ic u lt  it is."

From th e n  on , Xu G uangqi w ould  go to  M atteo  every afte rnoon  

a f te r  w o rk  to  w o rk  o n  th e  tra n s la tio n  o f  E uclid’s  E lem ents, w ith  

M atteo  ex p la in ing  th e  tex t a n d  Xu Guangqi co m m ittin g  i t  to  paper 

in  C hinese. No one  h a d  e v er a tte m p ted  th e  tran s la tio n  o f  a  foreign 

m ath em atical tex t before  a n d  a n  accu ra te  ren d erin g  o f  th e  original 

in to  C h in ese  w a s  n o  m e a n  feat. A fter sp e n d in g  m ore  th a n  a  y ear 

c a re fu lly  w e ig h in g  e a c h  w o rd  a n d  s e n te n c e  a n d  re p e a te d ly  

rev is in g  th e  d ra ft, Xu G uangqi finally  co m p le ted  th e  tran s la tio n  

o f  th e  f irs t  s ix  p a r ts  o f  E lem ents.

In  a d d itio n  to  E uclid 's Elem ents. Xu G uangqi a lso  collaborated  

w ith  M atteo  Ricci a n d  a n o th e r  m issio n ary , S a b a tin o  d e  U rsis. on  

tran s la tio n s  o f  sc ien tific  w orks o n  survey  a n d  irrigation  and  w ater 

conservancy . By co m b in in g  h is  s tu d y  o f  a n c ien t C hinese  calendric  

sy s te m s  w ith  th e  la te s t  a d v an c es  in  a s tro n o m y  in  c o n tem p o ra ry  

E urope, h e  ra ised  a s tro n o m ic  a n d  c a le n d ric  re se a rc h  to  a h ig h  

level.

In  h is  d e v o tio n  to  sc ien ce . Xu G uangqi n ev er s to p p ed  be ing
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deep ly  co n ce rn ed  a b o u t th e  h a rsh  fa te  o f  th e  s tru g g lin g  m asses. 

W hen  h is  fa th e r d ied  Xu Guangqi re lu m ed  to  S hanghai to  observe 

m o u rn in g .  T h a t  s u m m e r  a  la rg e  f lo o d  in  s o u t h e a s t  C h in a  

subm erged  v as t agricu ltu ra l a reas p lan ted  w ith  rice  o r  w heaL  After 

th e  w a te r  re c e d e d , n o t  a  k e rn e l w a s  le f t o n  th e  fa rm la n d . Xu 

G uangqi w as  p a in ed  by  th e  d ire  s itu a tio n .

"If n o  o th e r  food  c ro p  is  s u b s ti tu te d , h o w  w ill peo p le  survive 

th e  fo o d  sh o rta g e  c o m e  n e x t spring?" h e  fre tted .

It so  h a p p en e d  th a t  a  frien d  h a d  b ro u g h t so m e  s w e e t p o ta to  

se e d lin g s  fro m  Fujian  a n d  Xu G uangqi began  a n  e x p e rim e n t by 

p la n tin g  th e m  o n  so m e  u n c u lt iv a te d  la n d . So o n  th e  se e d lin g s  

th riv e d  a n d  fo rm ed  a n  a b u n d a n t  m ass. H e ev en tu a lly  p u b lish ed  

a book let d ed ica ted  to  th e  p opu lariza tion  o f  sw eet p o ta to  farm ing. 

T h e  p la n t ,  w h ic h  o r ig in a t e d  in  c o a s ta l  F u j ia n ,  w a s  th u s  

su ccess fu lly  tra n sp la n te d  to  J ia n g su  a n d  Zhejiang.

E m peror S henzong’s  approval o f h is  id ea s  a b o u t  tra in in g  th e  

m ilita ry  filled Xu G uangqi w ith  h o p e  a n d  h e  co u ld n 't w a it to  s ta rt 

tra in in g  n ew  re c m its  in  o rd e r  to  m ake  a  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  n a tio n a l 

d e fen se . But h e  h a d  n o t ex pected  to  ru n  in to  so  m u ch  co rm p tio n  

in  g o v e rn m e n t b u re a u c ra c ie s . A m o n th  a f te r  th e  s e t tin g  u p  of 

th e  m ili ta ry  tr a in in g  o ffice . Xu G uangqi h a d  s ti ll  n o t rece ived  

recru its  o r  tro o p  sa lary  a n d  h a d  n o  u se fu l w o rk  to  perfo rm . W hen  

h e  finally  received so m e  fu n d s  to  pay  tro o p  salary , h e  trav e led  to  

T o n g zh o u  a n d  rev iew ed  th e  sev en  th o u sa n d  n ew  recru its . M ost 

o f  th e m  tu rn e d  o u t  to  be  m o stly  e ld e rly , frail o r  su ffe r in g  so m e  

fo rm  o f  d isab ility . O nly  tw o  th o u sa n d  o f  th e m  co u ld  serve, a t a 

p in c h ,  in  s o m e  m il i ta ry  c a p a c ity ;  b u t  by  n o  s t r e tc h  o f  th e  

im a g in a t io n  c o u ld  b e  d e e m e d  g o o d  s o ld i e r  m a te r i a l .  In  

d isa p p o in tm e n t h e  su b m itte d  h is  resig n atio n .
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In  1620, E m p ero r S h e n z o n g  d ie d  a n d  w as  su c c ee d ed  b y  h is  

so n  Z h u  C h an g lu o  as E m pero r G uangzong  o f  M ing, w h o  d ied  o f  

illn e ss  sh o r tly  a fte r . W h en  E m p ero r S h e n z o n g 's  g ra n d so n , Z hu  

Y oujiao , a cced ed  to  th e  th ro n e  a s  E m p ero r X izong o f  Ming, Xu 

G uangqi re tu rn e d  to  th e  im p e ria l cap ital. H e again  m ad e  a s tro n g  

p itc h  fo r th e  m a n u fa c tu re  o f  W estem -ty p e  c a n n o n s  to  c o n fro n t 

th e  in creas in g  th re a t posed  by  th e  l a te r  J in . T h is  c rea ted  ten s io n  

b e tw ee n  h im  a n d  th e  M in iste r o f  W ar a n d  led to  X u 's ex p u ls io n  

fro m  th e  M ing co u rt.

W hen  Xu G uangqi re tu rn ed  to  S hanghai, he  w as in  h is  six ties. 

H is long  in te re s t  in ag ro n o m y  led h im  to  c a rry  o u t  e x p e rim e n ts  

in h is  o w n  fie ld s . H is  f in d in g s  w e re  th e  b a s is  fo r h is  C o m p le te  

Treatise  o n  A gricu ltural A d m in is tra tio n ,  w h ic h  p rov ided  d e ta iled  

d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  fa rm in g  im p le m e n ts , so il, w a te r  c o n se rv a n c y , 

f e r t i l iz a t io n ,  s e e d  s e le c tio n  a n d  g ra f t in g . I t  w a s  a  v e r ita b le  

en cy c lo p ed ia  o f  a g ricu ltu re  in  th o se  tim es.
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i 4. Zuo G uangdou  Goes to  Jail

In  th e  la te  reign  o f  E m peror S hen zo n g  o f  Ming. Gu X iancheng, 

a n  o f f ic ia l  k n o w n  fo r  h is  c o u ra g e  in  s p e a k in g  t r u th  to  th e  

leadersh ip , w a s  sack ed  a f te r  in cu rrin g  th e  d isp lea su re  o f  E m peror 

Shenzong . A fter r e tu rn in g  to  h is  h o m e  to w n  o f  W uxi in  J ian g su  

Province, h e  o rg an ized  a g ro u p  o f  k in d red  sp ir its  to  s tu d y  u n d e r  

h im  a t th e  D onglin  A cadem y o u ts id e  th e  East Gate. In te llec tu a ls  

a n d  s c h o la r s  in  s u r r o u n d in g  c i t i e s  a n d  to w n s , d ra w n  by Gu 

X ian ch en g ’s  re n o w n e d  le a rn e d n e ss , f lo ck ed  to  W uxi to  a tte n d  

h is  lec tu res, filling  th e  far fro m  sp a c io u s  h a lls  o f  th e  acad em y  to  

capacity . D isgusted  by  th e  c o rru p t a n d  sh a d o w y  p ra c tic e s  a t  th e  

M ing  c o u r t ,  h e  w o u ld  in e v i ta b ly  p e p p e r  h i s  l e c tu r e s  w ith  

c r it ic ism s  o f  th e  p o litics  o f  th e  c o u rt a n d  d irec t h is  fire  a t  som e 

in cu m b e n t h igh  officials. T h o se  w h o  a tte n d ed  h is  lec tu res largely 

sh a red  th o se  c ritic ism s, w h ic h  a lso  fo u n d  su p p o rt a m o n g  som e 

h ig h  o ffic ia ls  in  th e  cap ital.

As th e  fa m e  o f  th e  D onglin  A cad em y  s te a d ily  sp re a d , th e  

h a tre d  fo r Gu X ia n ch e n g  a m o n g  b u re a u c ra ts  a n d  m em b e rs  o f  

th e  r ich  a n d  p o w erfu l w h o  h a d  b een  p illo ried  by  h im  ro se  to  a 

n e w  p itc h : th e y  to o k  to  b ra n d in g  th o s e  w h o  s u p p o r te d  th e  

D onglin  A cadem y p a r tisa n s  o f  th e  "D onglin Clique."

In  th e  period im m ed ia te ly  fo llow ing th e  accession  o f  Em peror 

X izong o f  M ing, so m e  p a r tisa n s  o f  th e  "D onglin  C lique" ro se  to  

p o w e r. T h e  m o s t re n o w n e d  o f  th e m  w e re  Y an g  L ian a n d  Z uo  

G u a n g d o u . O n  o n e  o c c a s io n  Z uo  G u a n g d o u  w as  s e n t  by  th e  

c en tra l g o v e rn m en t o n  an  in sp ec tio n  to u r  o f th e  e n v iro n s  o f  th e

I
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c a p ita l ,  w h e re  h e  w as  a lso  c h a rg e d  w ith  o v e rse e in g  th e  c iv il 

se rv ice  re c ru itm e n t e x am in a tio n .

O n e  d a y . Z uo  G u a n g d o u  w a s  d r in k in g  in  h is  o f f ic e  w h ile  

o u ts id e  a b i t te r  n o rth  w in d  b lew  a n d  large flakes o f  sn o w  stead ily  

d r if te d  d o w n  from  th e  sky  w h e n  su d d e n ly , h e  w as  se ized  w ith  

a n  im p u lse  to  go  o u t  for a  j a u n t  A ccom pan ied  by a  few  a id es, h e  

ro d e  to  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  to w n  t h r o u g h  a s n o w - b la n k e te d  

landscape. An an cien t-lo o k in g  tem p le  in  a  qu ie t s e ttin g  cam e  in to  

view . Z uo  G u an g d o u  d e c id ed  to  go  in  fo r  a rest.

T h ey  d is m o u n te d . W h en  th e y  e n te re d  th e  te m p le  th ro u g h  

th e  d o o r, w h ic h  s to o d  ajar, th e y  fo u n d  in  a  sm all ro o m  o p en in g  

left o f f  th e  c o rrid o r a sch o la r w h o  h a d  dozed  off, s lu m p ed  over a 

d e sk  w ith  a few  sc ro lls  o f  m a n u sc r ip ts  ly in g  o n  it. Z uo  w e n t up  

to  th e  d esk  a n d  p icked  u p  th e  scrolls, w h ic h  h e  read  w ith  in terest. 

H e  m arveled  a t  th e  e legance  o f  th e  callig raphy  a n d  th e  verve  a n d  

grace o f  th e  w riting . As h e  p u t d o w n  th e  m an u sc rip ts  a n d  tu rn ed  

to  leave, it su d d e n ly  o c cu rre d  to  h im  th a t  w ith  th e  h eav y  snow  

a n d  freez in g  te m p e ra tu re  o u ts id e , th e  y o u n g  sc h o la r , w h o  w a s  

c learly  n o t w earin g  e n o u g h  w arm  c lo th in g , w o u ld  su re ly  ca tch  

co ld  in  h is  sleep. H e u n d id  th e  m in k  c ap e  d rap ed  o n  h im s e lf  and  

w ith o u t  h e s ita tio n  p u t it g e n tly  o n  th e  scho lar.

A fter w ith d raw in g  from  th e  room  a n d  pu lling  th e  d o o r closed, 

Zuo G uangdou  se n t a n  a ss is ta n t to  f in d  o u t m ore fro m  th e  m o n k s 

o f  th e  tem ple. T hey lea rn ed  th a t  th e  sch o lar’s  n am e  w as  Shi Kefa; 

h e  h a d  c o m e  to  th e  c ap ita l to  p re sen t h im s e lf  a t  th e  c iv il serv ice  

re c ru itm e n t e x am in a tio n . Zuo G u an g d o u  m ad e  a m en ta l n o te  o f  

th e  nam e.

O n th e  day  o f  th e  e x am in a tio n , Z uo  G u angdou  p re sid ed  over 

th e  e x a m in a tio n  h a ll a s  th e  n a m e s o f  th e  c a n d id a te s  w ere  read

I
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o u t  o n e  by  o n e . W h en  th e  n a m e  o f  S h i K efa w a s  c a lled , Zuo 

G u angdou  to o k  a  carefu l look  a t  th e  c a n d id a te  w a lk in g  u p  w ith  

h is  d is se r ta tio n  a n d  c o n firm ed  th a t  i t  w a s  th e  sam e  sc h o la r  he 

h a d  seen  th e  p rev io u s d a y  in  th e  t e m p le  Z uo  G uangdou  to o k  th e  

d is se r ta tio n  fro m  th e  y o u n g  m an  a n d  m ark ed  it "Rank n u m b e r 

i" on  th e  spot.

A fter th e  e x a m in a tio n . Zuo G u an g d o u  rece ived  Shi Kefa in 

h i s  o f f i c i a l  r e s i d e n c e ,  o f f e r i n g  w o r d s  o f  p r a i s e  a n d  

en co u rag em en t. H e  th e n  to o k  h im  to  th e  fam ily  q u a rte rs  to  m ee t 

Mrs. Zuo. H e g low ingly  in tro d u c e d  Shi K efa t o  h is  w ife.

"O ur o w n  c h ild re n  are  u n d is t in g u ish e d ,"  h e  to ld  he r, "so I 

c o u n t  o n  th is  y o u n g  fe llow  to  ta k e  o v er m y m antle ."

From  th e n  on . Zuo G uangdou a n d  Shi Kefa developed  a  c lose 

teach er-stu d en l rapport. In  light o f  th e  d ifficu lt f inancia l s itu a tio n  

o f  Shi Kefa's fam ily, Zuo G aungdou  had  h im  m ove in to  h is  official 

re s id en ce  so  th a t  h e  c o u ld  give personal a tte n tio n  to  h is  s tud ies . 

S om etim es , w h en  Zuo G u angdou  w orked  d e ep  in to  th e  n ig h t, he  

w ould  w alk  over to  Shi Kefa's room  to  have intellectual d iscussions 

w ith  him . T hey w ould  becom e so  engrossed  in  th e  lively exchange 

th a t  th e y  so m e tim es forgot it w as w ell p a s t bed  tim e.

Zuo G uangdou  a n d  Yang Lian w ere  c o m m itted  to  g o v ern m en t 

re fo rm , b u t  E m p ero r X izong  w as  h o p e le ss ly  in c o m p e te n t  a n d  

fa tu o u s . H e gave W ei Z h o n g x ia n . a n  e v il e u n u c h , free  re in  in  

ru n n in g  th e  in fa m o u s  s e c re t  se rv ice  " th e  E as te rn  D epot." T h e  

pow ers a n d  p riv ileges h e  enjoyed e n ab led  W ei Z hongxian  to  build  

a  p o w e r b a se  d o in g  a  b risk  b u s in e s s  o f  re ap in g  p r iv a te  gain  by 

s e llin g  p a tro n a g e , ta k in g  b rib es , d o in g  sh a d y  d e a lin g s  a n d  all 

m a n n e r  o f  u n sc ru p u lo u s  d e ed s . S o m e  b u re a u c ra ts  o p p o se d  to  

th e  "D onglin C lique" o ffered  th e ir  a lleg ian ce  to  W ei Z h o n g x ian

I
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th e  e u n u c h  a n d  fo rm e d  a  c l iq u e  k n o w n  to  h i s to r y  a s  th e  

"C astra tists ."  R evolted  by th e  ex ce sse s  o f  th e  C a s tra tis ts ,  Y ang 

Lian fearlessly  p re se n te d  a  p e tit io n  to  th e  e m p e ro r c o n ta in in g  a 

24-count in d ic tm e n t o f  W ei Z h o n g x ian ’s  c rim es . Zuo G u angdou  

o ffered  h im  h is  u n re se rv ed  su p p o rt.

T h is  a c tio n  b ro u g h t g rie f  o n  th e m . In  1625, W ei Z hongx ian  

a n d  h is  C a s tra tis ts  la u n c h e d  a  c o o rd in a te d  a tta c k  a g a in s t  Y ang 

Lian a n d  Zuo G uangdou, accu sin g  th e m  o f  b e in g  p a r tisa n s  o f  th e  

“D onglin C lique." T h ey  w ere  th ro w n  in  jail a n d  to rtu red .

A fter Z uo  G u an g d o u ’s  a rre s t. Shi Kefa b e ca m e  a g ita te d  a n d  

frustra ted  by h is  in ab ility  to  help. H e paced back  a n d  fo rth  o u tsid e  

th e  p riso n  ga te , d e sp e ra te  fo r a c h a n c e  to  v is it h is  m en to r. But 

th e  C a s t r a t i s t s  k e p t  a  t ig h t  w a tc h ,  h o ld in g  Z u o  G u a n g d o u  

in co m m u n icad o .

D esp ite  b e in g  to r tu re d  by th e  C a s tra t is ts .  Z uo  G u a n g d o u  

re fu sed  to  buck le . W h en  Shi Kefa h ea rd  th a t  Z uo  G u angdou  w as 

o n  th e  b r in k  o f  d y in g  fro m  th e  to r tu re , h e  o ffered  fifty  ta e ls  o f 

silver to  th e  p riso n  guard , a t  g reat peril to  h im self, f o r a  c h an c e  to  

see  h is  m e n to r  b e fo re  h is  d ea th .

T h e  p riso n  guard , m oved  by  Shi Kefa's d ev o tio n  to  h is  m entor, 

agreed  to  f in d  a w ay  fo r Shi to  v is it th e  in m a te . T h a t n ig h t. Shi 

Kefa c h an g e d  in to  a  ta t te re d  tu n ic  a n d  p u t  o n  s tra w  sa n d a ls  to  

p a ss fo r a c o llec to r o f  h u m a n  w aste . W ith  a  b am b o o  b ask e t s lung  

o n  h is  b ack  a n d  a  sh o v e l in  h is  h a n d , h e  w as  led  by  th e  p riso n  

guard  in to  th e  p rison .

W hen Shi Kefa c a m e  to  th e  cell o f  Z uo G u angdou , h e  fo u n d  

h im  s it tin g  in  a  co m er, w ith  b ru ise s  a n d  in ju ries  all over h is  body, 

h is  face  b u rn e d  b ey o n d  reco g n itio n  a n d  h is  left leg ro tte d  to  th e  

bone. Shi Kefa's h e a rt c o n trac ted  w ith  p a in  a t  th e  sight: h e  w alked

I S
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u p  to  Z uo  G u angdou , fell d o w n  o n  h is  k n ees a n d  s ta r te d  to  sob  

u n c o n tro llab ly , h is  a rm s  h o ld in g  Z uo 's leg.

Zuo G u an g d o u  w a s  u n a b le  to  o p e n  h is  ey es b e ca u se  o f  th e  

b ru is e s  co v erin g  h is  face, b u t  from  th e  so b s  h e  c o u ld  te ll it w as 

th e  v o ice  o f  Shi Kefa. L ifting  u p  h is  h a n d s ,  h e  p ried  h is  eyelid s 

o p e n  w ith  th e  last o u n c e  o f  h is  s tre n g th ; a  p a ir  o f  a n g ry  eyes 

bored  in to  Shi Kefa. seem in g ly  ready  to  b re a th e  fire.

"Fool!" Zuo G u an g d o u  sco ld ed . "Do y o u  realize  w h a t k in d  o f  

p lace  th is  is? W hy h a v e  you  co m e?  T h e  c o u n try  is in  s u c h  a  sorry  

s ta te  a n d  1 am  f in ish ed . N ow  you  h av e  risk ed  y o u r  life  to  com e 

here. I f  you  a re  fo u n d  o u t. w h o  w ill be  le f t to  carry  o n  o u r  cause?"

W hen Shi Kefa c o u ld n ’t s lo p  h is  sobbing. Z uo G u angdou  sa id  

h a rsh ly . " If you  d o n 't  leave  th is  m o m en t. I w ill ta k e  c a re  o f  you 

m y se lf  to  sav e  th e  c ro o k s  trouble ." T h e re u p o n  h e  p ick ed  u p  th e  

leg  iro n s a t  b is  s id e  a n d  m ad e  a s  i f  to  h u rl  th e m  a t Shi Kefa.

A fraid to  say  a  w o rd  m ore, Shi Kefa. re p re ss in g  h is  so rro w  

a n d  pa in , le f t th e  p rison .

A few  d a y s  la te r. Z uo  G u angdou  a n d  Y ang  l ia n  w ere  killed  by 

W ei Z hongx ian . By b rib in g  th e  p riso n  guard  again . Shi Kefa w as 

ab le  to  o b ta in  th e  re m a in s  o f  Zuo G u angdou  fo r bu ria l. W henever 

th e  last sc e n e  in th e  cell c am e  b ack  to  h im . Shi Kefa w o u ld  say. 

w ith  te a rs  s tre am in g  d o w n  h is  face, "My m en to r’s  h e a rt m u s t be 

m a d e  o f  iro n  a n d  stone."
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15. T he  Battle o f  N ingyuan

In  th e  p e r io d  w h e n  W ei Z h o n g x ian  w a s  m a k in g  a  s t in k in g  

m e ss  o f  M ing p o litics . N u rh ac i. th e  G reat K han  o f  th e  L ite r  J in . 

s te p p e d  u p  h is  a tta c k s  a g a in s t M ing tro o p s  in  L iaodong. In  th e  

w a k e  o f  th e  B a ttle  o f  S a rh u . th e  M ing g o v e rn m e n t a p p o in te d  

X io n g  T in g b i, a  v e te ra n  g e n e ra l,  to  th e  d e fe n s e  o f  L iaodong . 

X iong w a s  a n  o u ts ta n d in g  c o m m a n d e r  b u t  W ang H u a zh e n . th e  

G rand  C o o rd in a to r  o f  G u a n g n in g  in  L iaon ing  P ro v ince, d id  h is  

b e s t to  p u t  a  s t ic k  in  th e  sp o k e s  o f  X io n g 's  c o m m a n d  fo r fear 

t h a t  X io n g 's  p o s t in g  w o u ld  e r o d e  h i s  o w n  in f lu e n c e  a n d  

p o s i t io n .  D u rin g  a n  o f f e n s iv e  la u n c h e d  b y  N u rh a c i  a g a in s t  

G u an g n in g  in  1622. W ang H u a zh e n  fled so u th  in to  C h in a  proper, 

leav in g  G enera l X iong to o  w eak  to  c o u n te r  th e  o ffen s iv e . X iong 

h a d  n o  a lte rn a tiv e  b u t  to  re tre a t w ith  so m e  o f  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  

to  th e  sa fe ty  in s id e  S h a n h a i Pass.

W ith  t h e  f a l l  o f  G u a n g n in g ,  t h e  M in g  g o v e r n m e n t  

in d is c r im in a te ly  th re w  b o th  X iong T in g b i a n d  W ang H u azh en  

in to  ja i l .  W ei Z h o n g x ian  p o u n c ed  o n  th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to  e x to rt 

m o n ey  fro m  X iong, th re a te n in g  c a p ita l  p u n is h m e n t  u n le s s  h e  

paid  40,000 taels o f  silver. Xiong T ingbi. w h o  w a s  a  m an  o f  integrity  

w ith  m o d e s t  m e a n s , c a teg o rica lly  re fu sed . T h e  C a s tra t is ts  had  

h im  e x e c u te d  o n  th e  tru m p e d -u p  c h arg e  o f  h a v in g  s to len  from  

tro o p  pay.

W ith  th e  e x ec u tio n  o f  G eneral Xiong, w h o  w a s  go ing  to  lead 

th e  f ig h t a g a in s t  th e  J in  a rm y ?  W h ile  th e  W ar M in is try  w a s  

f r e t t i n g  a b o u t  a  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  i t  s u d d e n l y  r e a l iz e d  a n

I
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a d m in is tra tiv e  a ide . Y uan C h o n g h u an . w a s  m issing . H is fam ily  

to ld  m in istry  o fficials th a t  th ey  w ere u n aw are  o f  h is  w hereabouts. 

Y uan  C h o n g h u a n  re ap p e a re d  a  few  d a y s  la te r. W o rried  b y  th e  

c ritic a l s i tu a t io n  o f  th e  M ing, h e  h a d  v e n tu re d  u n a cc o m p a n ied  

beyond  S h a n h a i Pass o n  h is  h o rse  to  d o  so m e  reco n n a isan ce .

Y uan  C h o n g h u a n  re p o rte d  h is  a s s e s s m e n t o f  th e  s itu a tio n  

in sid e  a n d  o u tsid e  th e  p ass  to  S un  Chengzong. th e  M inister o f  War.

"If I a m  g iven  th e  tro o p s a n d  th e ir  pay." h e  co n clu d ed . "I will 

a s su m e  th e  re sp o n sib ility  o f  d e fe n d in g  Liaodong."

W h en  m in is te rs  u n n e rv ed  by th e  o ffen s iv es  o f  th e  Later J in  

h e a rd  a b o u t  Y u an  C h o n g h u a n 's  v o lu n te e r in g  to  a s s u m e  th e  

d e fe n se  o f  L iaodong , th e y  w e re  a ll fo r su p p o r tin g  h is  a tte m p t. 

E m peror X izong approved  200,000 tae ls  o f  s ilv e r in  tro o p  pay  and  

gave h im  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  M ing tro o p s s ta tio n e d  in  th e  n o rth east.

In  th e  a f te rm a th  o f  severa l y e a rs  o f w ar. th e  a rea s  b ey o n d  

Shan h a i Pass w ere largely laid to  w aste  a n d  s trew n  w ith  th e  bodies 

o f  dead co m b a tan ts . T h e  freezing w eather, th e  snow , a n d  th e  feral 

b eas ts  ro am in g  th e  lan d scap e  ad d ed  to  th e  h a rsh n ess  o f  life. Y uan 

C h o n g h u an  ro d e  w ith  a n u m b e r  o f  so ld ie rs  o u t o f  S h an h a i Pass. 

A fter traveling  all n ig h t a cro ss  th e  vast, u n in h ab ited  n o rth eas te rn  

lan d , th e y  a rriv ed  b e fo re  th e  f irs t  l ig h t  o f  d a w n  a t  th e  fo rw ard  

o u tp o st o f  N ingyuan, m odern-day X ingcheng o f  Liaoning Province. 

T here  th ey  began tak ing  in refugees and  fortifying defensive  works. 

Y uan C h o n g h u an ’s  courage, w illp o w er a n d  ten ac ity  b ro u g h t h im  

th e  re sp ec t a n d  a d m ira tio n  o f  h is  tro o p s a n d  superiors.

A fter su rv ey in g  th e  s itu a tio n  in  L iaodong. Y uan  C h o n g h u an  

d e c id e d  to  s ta tio n  tro o p s  in  N in g y u an  a n d  b u ild  fo r tif ic a tio n s  

there . H e s u b m itte d  h is  p roposa l to  th e  c en tra l g o v e rn m e n t a n d  

w o n  im m e d ia te  su p p o rt fro m  Sun  C hengzong.

I
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Y u an  C h o n g h u a n  e re c te d  a  w a ll te n  m e te rs  h ig h  a n d  six  

m ete rs  th ic k  a ro u n d  N ingyuan, o n  w h ic h  w ere  m o u n te d  v a rio u s 

k in d s  o f  w e a p o n s  a n d  c a n n o n s .  S u n  C h e n g z o n g  d e p lo y e d  

c o n tin g e n ts  to  n ea rb y  to w n s , in c lu d in g  J in z h o u  a n d  S o n g sh an  

to  serve  a s  su p p o rt fo r N ingyuan.

Y uan  C h o n g h u an  en d ea red  h im se lf  to  th e  p o p u lace  a n d  th e  

m ilita ry  by  e n fo rc in g  a  s tr ic t  d isc ip lin e  o v er h is  tro o p s. T rad ers  

across Liaodong, d ra w n  by  th e  secu rity  o ffered  by th e  fo rtifica tion  

o f  N ingyuan  d e fen se s , b ro u g h t th e ir  b u s in e s s  to  th e  c ity . Soon 

L iaodong 's c ritica l se c u rity  s itu a tio n  w a s  tu rn e d  a round .

By m a k in g  h e a d w a y  in  L iaodong  d e fe n se s . S u n  C hen g zo n g  

a n d  Y uan  C h o n g h u an  e a rn ed  th e  ill w ill of W ei Z hongxian , w h o  

su cceed ed  in  fo rc in g  S u n  C hengzong  o u t  o f h is  p o s t o f m in is te r  

o f  w a r  by  m o b iliz in g  h i s  p a r t i s a n s  to  m o u n t  a  m u d s lin g in g  

cam p aig n  ag a in s t him .

A fte r  g e ttin g  rid  o f  S un  C hengzong , W ei Z h o n g x ian  p u t h is  

p a r tisa n  G ao Di in  c o m m a n d  o f  L iaodong d e fe n se s . No so o n e r 

h a d  th e  feckless, in c o m p e te n t G ao Di a rrived  a t  S h a n h a i P ass to  

a ssu m e  co m m an d , th a n  h e  su m m o n ed  h is  c o m m a n d ers  a n d  to ld  

th em  th e  J in  force  w as to o  s tro n g  fo r M ing tro o p s to  resist o u ts id e  

th e  p a ss  a n d  th e re fo re  all M ing fo rce s  w ere  to  pu ll b ack  in s id e  

S h a n h a i Pass.

Y uan C hon g h u an  w a s  d ead  se t a g a in st th e  idea  o f  w ithdraw al, 

a rg u in g , "W e h a v e  so lid if  ied  o u r  fo o th o ld  in  L iaodong  a t  g re a t 

p a ins. W e c a n 't  sac rifice  o u r  h a rd -w o n  g a in s  so  lightly ."

Gao Di in s is te d  th a t  Y uan  C h o n g h u an  a b a n d o n  N ingyuan.

"My d u ty  is  to  d e fen d  N ingyuan," sa id  Y uan in d ig n an tly . "I’d 

sooner die in Ningyuan than withdraw."

U n a b le  to  b u d g e  Y u an  C h o n g h u a n , G ao  Di a llo w ed  h im  to

I
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rem ain  in  N ingyuan w ith  so m e  tro o p s b u t se t a  d ead lin e  for M ing 

forces to  w ith d ra w  fro m  all o th e r  lo ca tio n s  to  so u th  o f  S h an h a i 

Pass. As th e  o rd e r  w a s  is su e d  a t  s h o r t  n o tic e , th e  M ing tro o p s  

m a d e  a  h a s ty  w ith d ra w a l, leav in g  b e h in d  five  m illio n  k ilo s  o f  

m ilita ry  ra tio n s .

T h e  d iso rg an ized  w ith d ra w a l o f  th e  M ing tro o p s  c o n v in c ed  

N u rh aci th a t  it w o u ld  be easy  to  d ea l w ith  th e  Ming. In  1626, he  

led a 130,000-strong force  across th e  Liao River to  a tta ck  Ningyuan.

W ith  M ing tro o p s a lready  pu lled  fro m  su rro u n d in g  positions, 

N ingyuan  h a d  to  d e fen d  itse lf w ith  a  p a ltry  te n  th o u sa n d  tro o p s 

w ith o u t a n y  e x te rn a l su p p o rt. But Y uan  C h o n g h u an  re fu se d  to 

lose  heart. D raw ing b lood  by  b itin g  o n  a  finger, h e  w ro te  in  blood 

a  v o w  to  f ig h t th e  J in  to  h is  la s t b re a th  a n d  sh o w e d  it to  h is  

tro o p s  a s  h e  gave h is  p re -b a ttle  sp eech . T h e  tro o p s  w ere ro u sed  

to  re d o u b le d  a rd o r  a n d  v o w ed  to  s ta n d  b y  G enera l Y u an  in  th e  

d e fe n se  o f  th e  city .

Yuan C hon g h u an  in stru c ted  in h ab itan ts  o u ts id e  th e  c ity  w alls 

to  m ove in to  th e  c ity  w ith  a ll th e ir  food  a n d  im p le m e n ts  a n d  to  

to rch  th e ir  h o u se s  in  o rd e r to  den y  J in  tro o p s food  a n d  cover. H e 

a ss ig n e d  d u tie s  to  c ity  o ffic ia ls , so m e  ch arg ed  w ith  ra tio n s  and  

su p p lie s ,  so m e  w ith  fe r r e t in g  o u t  t r a i to r s .  H e  w ro te  to  th e  

c o m m a n d in g  o f f ic e r  a t  S h a n h a i  P a ss  w i th  in s t r u c t io n s  to  

su m m a r ily  e x e c u te  a n y  d e s e r te r  f ro m  N in g y u a n . T h is  h a d  a 

c a lm in g  e f fe c t  o n  th e  c ity : p eo p le  n o w  e n te r ta in e d  n o  o th e r  

th o u g h t th a n  th a t  o f  th e  d e fe n se  o f  th e ir  c ity  a g a in st th e  enem y.

T w e n ty  d a y s  later, N u rh ac i a rriv ed  w ith  h is  a w eso m e  force. 

T h e  Jin  troops, in m assive  n u m bers , s to rm ed  th e  c ity  b eh in d  th e ir  

s h ie ld s ,  b ra v in g  th e  h a i l s  o f  a r ro w s , ro c k s  a n d  c a n n o n b a lls  

u n lea sh e d  b y  th e  M ing d e fen d e rs . A lthough  th e  M ing tro o p s  pu t

I б  I
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u p  a  v a lia n t  figh t, th e  e n em y  o n s la u g h t w a s  re len tle ss , a s  fallen  

e n e m y  s o ld ie r s  w e re  q u ick ly  re p la ce d  by  m o re  tro o p s . At th e  

critica l m o m en t. Y uan C hon g h u an  ordered  th e  great c an n o n s  in to  

ac tio n . J in  tro o p s  w ere  b lo w n  to  p ieces in  fiery e x p lo s io n s  a s  th e  

can n o n s  w ere  fired a t  th em . T h e  rem ain in g  J in  a rm y  b ea t a  retreat.

T h e  n e x t d ay . N u rh ac i led  a  m ass iv e  a s sa u lt  u p o n  th e  c ity . 

Y uan  C h o n g h u an  c lim b ed  u p  to  th e  o b se rv a to ry  to w e r a to p  th e  

e m b a ttle m e n ts  to  w a tc h  c alm ly  th e  m o v em e n ts  o f  th e  J in  force. 

W h en  th e  J in  tro o p s c am e  very  c lo se  to  th e  w alls, h e  o rd e re d  h is  

s o ld ie r s  to  f ire  th e i r  c a n n o n s  a t  th e  d e n s e  c o n c e n tr a t io n s  o f  

e n em y  so ld ie rs , in f lic tin g  h eav y  c a su a ltie s . N urh ac i w a s  bad ly  

w o u n d e d  in  th e  b a ttle  a n d  h a d  to  call o f f  th e  a ttack .

Y uan  C h o n g h u an  seized  th e  m o m e n tu m  o f  v ic to ry  a n d  gave 

c h a s e  w ith  h is  tro o p s , re tu rn in g  t r iu m p h a n tly  to  th e  c ity  o n ly  

a f te r  p u rsu in g  th e  e n em y  force o v er a  d is ta n c e  o f  a d o zen  m iles.

T h e  bad ly  w o u n d ed  N urhaci sa id  to  h is  su b a lte rn s  upo n  th e ir 

re tu rn  to  S h en y an g , "I've b e en  a n  in v in c ib le  c o m m a n d e r  s in ce  

th e  age  o f  25. n e v e r  lo s in g  a b a ttle . I c a n 't  a cc ep t th a t  I w a sn ’t 

a b le  to  c o n q u e r  a sm a ll to w n  lik e  N ingyuan ." A few  d a y s  later, 

N urhaci d ied  from  h is  festering  w o u n d  a n d  h is  an g er a n d  sorrow . 

H is e ig h th  so n  H ung  Taiji (also  k n ow n as H uan g  Taiji) succeeded  

h im  a s  G reat K han o f  th e  b i te r  Jin .
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16. H u n g  Taiji Sows 

D is in fo rm ation

A fter N u rh ac i d ied  o f  h is  w o u n d s . Y u an  C h o n g h u a n  se n t an  

e n v o y  to  S h en y an g  to  o ffe r  h is  co n d o len ces, w ith  th e  u n sp o k en  

in te n tio n  o f  siz ing  u p  th e  s itu a tio n  in  th e  L ite r  J in . W hile  H ung 

Taiji n u rse d  a  b i t te r  g rudge  ag a in s t Y u an  C h o n g h u an . th e  L ite r 

J in  n eed ed  tim e  to  recover fro m  i ts  recen t m ilita ry  setback. H ung  

Taiji a lso  w a n ted  to  p robe  M ing in te n tio n s . H e th e re fo re  no t only 

received  th e  e n v o y  o f  Y uan  C h o n g h u an , b u t a lso  d isp a tc h e d  h is  

o w n  e m iss a ry  to  N in g y u a n  to  e x p re s s  h is  th a n k s .  B eh in d  th e  

facad e  o f  re c o n c ilia tio n , b o th  s id e s  w e re  a c tiv e ly  p re p a rin g  for 

th e  n e x t c o n fro n ta tio n .

T h e  fo llo w in g  year, H u n g  Taiji led  a  m assiv e  a tta c k  ag a in st 

th e  M ing. T h e  J in  tro o p s  m arc h ed  so u th  a lo n g  th re e  ro u te s  a n d  

la id  s iege  to  J in z h o u . Y uan  C h o n g h u a n  w a s  c e r ta in  th a t  H ung  

T aiji's  real ta rg e t w a s  N ingyuan. so  h e  d e c id e d  to  s tay  to  d e fen d  

th e  c ity  a n d  s e n t  h is  s u b a l te r n s  to  re liev e  J in z h o u  w ith  fo u r 

th o u s a n d  cav a lry m e n . A s p re d ic te d  by Y u an , e v en  b e fo re  th e  

d e p a r tu re  o f  th e  J in z h o u  re lie f  fo rce , H u n g  T aiji h a d  la u n c h e d  

a  s im u l ta n e o u s  a t t a c k  a g a in s t  N in g y u a n . Y u an  C h o n g h u a n  

d irec ted  th e  b a tt le  fro m  th e  ra m p a rts  a n d  o rd ered  h eav y  a rtille ry  

fire  a g a in s t th e  J in  troops; M ing re in fo rc e m e n ts  o u ts id e  th e  c ity  

in  c o o r d in a t io n  w i th  t h e  c i ty  d e f e n d e r s  d r o v e  o f f  t h e  J in  

attackers.

H u n g  T aiji p u lle d  b a ck  h is  a rm y  to  J in z h o u  b u t  th e  M ing
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d efen se  o f  J in zh o u  proved im p reg n ab le  T he w a n n in g  w ea th e r also 

dep ressed  th e  J in  troops. H u n g  Taiji decided  to  w ith d raw  h is  army.

A lth o u g h  Y uan  C h o n g h u a n  w o n  a n o th e r  m ajo r v ic to ry , th e  

p a r tis a n s  o f  W ei Z h o n g x ian  to o k  th e  c red it fo r th e m se lv e s  and  

fau lted  Y uan for d e re lic tio n  o f  d u ty  by  n o t h a v in g  p e rsonally  led 

th e  r e l ie f  o f  J in z h o u . R ea liz in g  W ei Z h o n g x ia n  w a s  b e n t  o n  

m ak in g  h is  life  d iff ic u lt. Y uan  C h o n g h u a n  d e c id ed  to  resign .

In  1627. th e  w e ak  a n d  in e p t E m pero r X izong d ie d  a n d  w as 

su c c ee d ed  by  h is  b ro th e r  Z hu  J ia n  a s  E m peror S izong  o f  Ming, 

a ls o  k n o w n  a s  E m p ero r C h o n g z h e n  (C h o n g z h en  b e in g  a n  e ra  

n a m e  o f  h is).

E m p ero r C h o n g z h en  h a d  lo n g  b e en  a w a re  o f  th e  d e p th  o f  

p o p u la r  a n g er a t  th e  evil W ei Z hongx ian . U pon h is  a cc ess io n  h e  

lo s t n o  tim e  in  a n n o u n c in g  th e  c rim es  o f  W ei a n d  ex iled  h im  to  

garrison  d u ty  in Fengyang. K now ing  h e  w as  no t go ing  to  survive. 

W ei Z hongx ian  c o m m itte d  su ic id e  o n  th e  w ay  to  exile.

E m pero r C h o n g z h en  o u tla w e d  W ei Z h o n g x ia n ’s  C a s tra tis t  

C lique a n d  o v e rtu rn e d  th e  w ro n g fu l c o n v ic tio n s  le a d in g  to  th e  

im prisonm en t o f  Yang Lian a n d  Zuo G uangdou. He w as determ ined  

to  th o ro u g h ly  c lean  h o u se . M any h ig h  o ffic ia ls  p e titio n e d  h im  to  

call Yuan C honghuan  back to  governm ent service a t  th e  M ing court. 

E m p ero r C h o n g z h en  fo llo w ed  th is  a d v ice  by  p ro m o tin g  Y uan 

C hon g h u an  to  M inister o f  W ar in  charge o f  th e  d e fen ses o f  H ebei 

a n d  Liaodong. E m peror C h o n g th en  also received Y uan  C honghuan  

in  pe rso n  a n d  ask ed  h im  ab o u t h is  p lans.

" I f  I a m  g iven  th e  a u th o r i ty  a n d  a s s u re d  o f  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  

o th e r  m in is tr ie s  a n d  d e p a r tm e n t o f  th e  governm en t." sa id  Y uan 

C h o n g h u an , I will he ab le  to  recover L iaodong w ith in  five years.”

Em peror C hongzhen  ex u lted  over th e  p rospect a n d  gave Y uan

I 6
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C h o n g h u an  a  sh a n g  fang  b a o j ia n  (an  im p eria l sw o rd  co n ferrin g  

su p rem e  a u th o r ity  o n  th e  pe rso n  carry in g  it), in v es tin g  h im  w ith  

fu ll pow er.

A fte r  r e tu r n in g  to  N in g y u a n  in  h i s  n e w  c a p a c ity ,  Y uan  

C hon g h u an  p ro m o ted  dese rv in g  co m m an d ers , stream lin ed  troops 

a n d  en fo rced  d isc ip line . M orale so a red  a s  a resu lt. Mao W en long, 

t h e  re g io n a l  c o m m a n d e r  o f  D o n g jia n g , w a s  k ille d  b y  Y u an  

C h o n g h u a n 's  s h a n g  fang  bao  j i a n  b e ca u se  o f  p o o r  p e rfo rm a n ce  

in b a ttle , in fla ted  acco u n t o f  b a ttle  su ccesses a n d  in su b o rd in a tio n  

to  Y u an  C ho n g h u an .

H u n g  Taiji w as  n a tu ra lly  d e te rm in e d  n o t to  passively  accep t 

d e fea t. R ealizing N in g y u an  a n d  J in z h o u  w e re  w e ll-d e fen d ed , he  

d e c id e d  to  m o d if y  h i s  r o u t e  o f  a t t a c k .  A f te r  m e t ic u lo u s  

p re p a ra tio n s , h e  to o k  h is  h u n d r e d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  of tro o p s  in  

O c to b e r  1629 o n  a  c irc u ito u s  ro u te  th ro u g h  L ongjing  P ass a n d  

D a 'an k o u  (n o rth  o f  m o d ern  Z u n h u a  o f  H ebei Province) to  e n te r  

H ebei a n d  h e ad  d irec tly  to w ard  th e  M ing c ap ita l o f  Beijing.

T h is  c a u g h t Y u an  C h o n g h u a n  by  su rp r ise , a n d  b y  th e  tim e  

h e  ru sh e d  h is  tro o p s t o  b lock  th e  ad v an ce  o f  th e  in v as io n  force it 

w a s  a lre ad y  to o  la te . T h e  J in  tro o p s  c u t th ro u g h  te r r ito ry  l it t le  

d e fe n d e d  b y  M ing tro o p s , a n d  s o o n  e n te re d  th e  o u t s k i r ts  o f  

Beijing. W h en  n ew s re ac h ed  Y uan  C h o n g h u an , h e  ru sh e d  w ith  

h is  tro o p s tow ard  Beijing. A rriving a fte r tw o  d ay s o f  fo rced  m arch, 

w ith o u t p au sin g  fo r rest, h e  engaged th e  J in  a rm y  in  fierce com bat. 

M ing tro o p s c o m in g  front o th e r  lo c a tio n s  la te r  jo in e d  th e  b a ttle .

T h e  s u rp r is e  J in  a t ta c k  a g a in s t  B eijing  s e n t  a sh o c k  w ave  

th ro u g h  th e  c ity . E m peror C hongzhen  w a s  flu ste red  a n d  a t  a  lo ss 

a s  to  w h a t to  do. H e calm ed  d o w n  so m e w h a t w h en  h e  learned  o f  

th e  a rr iv a l o f  Y u a n  C h o n g h u a n 's  re in fo rc e m e n ts . H e rece iv ed

I



% ± я я т

91Я *Й 9. № ^ Й Ж Ш Й * ^ 1 Я « 1 В .

£ № Ж й ^ ш . 1 Ж * т ,  p f t r a ^ i s w .  т т к  

е*. E6ti;Wf8, -̂Ф»̂ *№й1*1й*жм.̂ в*г 
и*. i6is#*W6. й#**»ж*вegtTTem. «ж 
ш к ,  ^ т . ш т ч к т .

® * .

ж. wmt-., -^ й «м *ж ж «е* . 
ш & ш ш & р ш ъ .

- ^ й Ш :  “4-^ае<П 1Й »Ж й. % ± Й Ж ± ( Й Ж * « )  

W .» f f i .  Й-.Й1Й1Я? ’

Я - ^ Н Й ,  иШ & Ь Ш №  '

- Ф Х Й :  “ й № Ш # Й Ж ± - Ф Л . 1Й « ^ 19« в л , 
Эдвж&жи^л#̂ аж. КЖ±«Т«:¥5сй*111*. ВЯ 
Й Ш 5№ А Ш 4Й *№ ® *М . Ж В Й № Ж ± * Ж ^ , BR ftA lt

« е ж » *  ’

й Ш М сЕ Й У гТ Й Ж Х Г й . Ж Ж ^ Ж Й ^ ^ Е Ж .  Ш

ш иьйтш*. е ^ й м ж й . йжуиеж^г. т ш т т ь  

ш т .  и к » ж й 1 Ж .  й ' М й ш й ж ж е й .  

й Ж Ж * Й 9 1 5 Ь е Ж Й .



Y u an  C h o n g h u a n  to  e x p re ss  g ra ti tu d e  to  th e  tro o p s . But so m e  

h o ld o v ers  o f  W ei Z h o n g x ian 's  c liq u e  s ta r te d  ru m o rs  th a t  th e  Jin  

tro o p s a tta ck in g  Beijing by  tak in g  a  ro u n d a b o u t rou te  d id  so  w ith  

Y u an  C h o n g h u a n 's  he lp . T h ey  in s in u a te d  th e re  w a s  so m e  k in d  

o f  in tr ig u e  involved.

Em peror C hongzhen, w h o  w as a  p a ran o id  person , b egan  to  be  

sw ayed  by  th ese  rum ors. At h is  tim e  a  e u n u ch  cap tu red  by th e  Jin  

e scap ed  from  th e  J in  c a m p  a n d  rep o rted  to  E m peror C hongzhen  

th a t Y uan C honghuan  had  concluded  a  secre t p a d  w ith  H ung  Taiji 

p ro m is in g  to  s u r re n d e r  B eijing  to  h im . T h is  in fo rm a tio n  h it 

Em peror C hongzhen like a  bo lt ou t o f  th e  sky. H e w as flabbergasted.

In  fact, tw o  e u n u c h s  o f  th e  M ing co u rt h a d  b een  cap tu red  and  

d e ta in e d  in  th e  J in  cam p . A e u n u c h  n a m e d  Y ang w oke u p  o n e  

n igh t a n d  overheard  th e ir  cap to rs ta lk ing  in h u sh e d  to n es  ou tside.

D o  you  k n o w  th a t  it w a s  th e  e m p e ro r I m ean in g  H u n g  Taijil 

w h o  d e c id ed  to  s u sp e n d  th e  a tta c k  today?" o n e  J in  so ld ie r  said.

A n o th e r s o ld ie r  asked . "H ow  d o  you  know ?"

Y et a n o th e r  so ld ie r  sa id . "I j u s t  saw  o u r  e m p e ro r  r id e  a lo n e  

to w a rd  th e  M ing c a m p  a n d  tw o  p e rso n s  ro d e  o u t fro m  th e  M ing 

b a rrack s to  m ee t h im . T h ey  ta lk ed  to  h im  for q u ite  a  w h ile  b efore  

re tu rn in g  to  th e ir  c am p . I h ea rd  th a t th o se  tw o  h a d  b een  se n t by 

General Y uan, w h o  h a d  c o n clu d ed  a  secre t p ac t w ith  o u r  em peror. 

I t  se e m s th e  deal h a s  b een  clinched..."

T he e u n u c h  w h o  o v e rh ea rd  th e  c o n v ersa tio n  e scap ed  th e  J in  

c a m p  in  a  m o m e n t o f  d is tra c tio n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  h is  c a p to rs  a n d  

h u r r i e d  to  th e  p a la c e  to  re p o r t  it to  t h e  e m p e ro r .  E m p e ro r 

C h o n g z h e n  b o u g h t  t h e  s to r y ,  l i t t l e  k n o w in g  t h a t  i t  w a s  

d is in fo rm a tio n  d e lib e ra te ly  fed to  th e  M ing th ro u g h  th e  g u a rd s’ 

co n v e rsa tio n  sta g ed  by  H u n g  Taiji.
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E m p e r o r  C h o n g z h e n  s u m m o n e d  Y u a n  C h o n g h u a n  

im m ed ia te ly . C om ple tely  u n aw are . Y uan  C h o n g h u an  h u rried  to  

th e  palace.

"Y uan  C h o n g h u a n !"  T h e  s te m -fa c e d  E m p e ro r C h o n g z h en  

a sk e d  re p ro a c h fu lly , "W hy d id  you  k ill G en era l M ao W enlong  

w ith o u t  au th o riza tio n ?  W hy w ere  y o u r tro o p s  la te  in c o m in g  to  

th e  re sc u e  o f  B eijing  a f te r  th e  J in  la u n c h e d  a n  a t ta c k  o n  th e  

capital?"

Y uan  C h o n g h u a n  gave a  s ta r t, m y stified  by  th e  accu sa tio n s. 

Before h e  h a d  tim e  to  rep ly  t o  th e  ch arg es, E m pero r C hongzhen  

h a d  a lread y  o rd e re d  th e  "E m bro idered  C oats" (secre t se rv ice) to  

tie  h im  u p  a n d  th ro w  h im  in  ja il.

A m in is te r  w h o  k n ew  Y uan  C h o n g h u a n  h a d  a lw ay s  b e en  a 

d ev o ted  p a tr io t, fe lt t h a t  so m e th in g  d id n 't  a d d  up.

"H is M ajesty  m ay  w a n t  to  p ro c ee d  w ith  p ru d e n c e  o n  th is  

m atter."  h e  u rged  E m peror C hongzhen .

"Prudence m y foot!" d ec lared  th e  em peror. "Prudence c an  only 

b rin g  d isaster."

E m p e ro r  C h o n g z h e n  r e fu s e d  to  h e e d  th e  a d v ic e  o f  h is  

m in iste rs: so m e  rem n an t p a rtisa n s  o f  W ei Z hongxian  a lso  ju m p e d  

o n  th e  an ti-Y u an  C h o n g h u an  b an d w ag o n . T he n ex t y ear E m peror 

C ho n g zh en  o rd e re d  Y uan C h o n g h u an  ex ecu ted .

A fter su ccessfu lly  e lim in a tin g  h is  nem esis. Y uan  C honghuan , 

th ro u g h  a s tra tag em  o f  so w in g  d is tru s t  a n d  su sp ic io n  in  th e  Ming 

c o u rt.  H u n g  T aiji to o k  h is  tro o p s  b a ck  to  S hen g jin g . T h e  Later 

J in ’s  s tre n g th  grew  stead ily  from  th a t  tim e . In  1635. H u n g  Taiji 

ch an g ed  th e  n am e  o f  Ju rc h e n  to  M anchu. A year later, H u n g  Taiji 

p ro c la im e d  h im s e l f  e m p e ro r  o f  S h e n g jin g  a n d  c h a n g e d  th e  

d y n a s ty  n a m e  to  Q ing. H e b ecam e E m peror T aizo n g  o f  Qing.

I
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17- Li Z icheng, th e  

T railb lazing  King

In  1628, th e  second  year o f  Em peror C hongzhen 's reign, fam ine  

b ro k e  o u t  in  S h a a n x i. A fte r  e a t in g  a ll th e  g ra ss  ro o ts  a n d  tree  

b a rk , th e  h u n g ry  p o p u lac e  w a s  re d u c e d  to  e a t in g  e a r th  in  th e  

hills . T h is  d id  n o t p rev en t so m e  local g o v e rn m en t o ffic ia ls  from  

d e m a n d in g  land  tax  a n d  o th e r  levies, a n d  life becam e u n b earab le  

for th e  people . Soon , p e a s a n t  reb e llio n s  e ru p te d  a c ro ss  Shaanx i.

In  th e  w in te r  o f  t h a t  year, th e  M ing  c o u rt  o rd e re d  a  tro o p  

c o n t in g e n t  to  r e d e p lo y  f ro m  G a n su  to  B e ijin g . W h e n  th e  

c o n t in g e n t  r e a c h e d  J in  C o u n ty ,  m o d e rn  Y u lin  o f  S h a a n x i  

Province, th e  so ld iers , w h o  h a d  n o t received  th e ir  pay, to o k  th e ir  

c o m p la in t to  th e  c o u n ty  g o v ern m en t, w h e re  th e y  ra ised  a  stin k . 

W hen  h ig h  o ff ic ia ls  tr ie d  to  q u a sh  th e  u n re s t  by  force , a  y o u n g  

so ld ie r  s te p p e d  fo rw ard  a n d  led  h is  fe llow  so ld ie rs  i n  a  m u tin y , 

k illing  b o th  th e ir  g en era ls  a n d  th e  c o u n ty  m agistra te . T h e  young  

so ld ie r 's  n a m e  w a s  Li Z icheng.

Li Z ich en g  w a s  b o m  to  a p e a s a n t  fam ily  in  M izhi. S h aan x i. 

H e h a d  loved to  r id e  a n d  sh o o t a rro w s s in c e  c h ild h o o d  a n d  had  

b eco m e  a n  a cc o m p lish e d  w arrio r. A fter th e  d e a th  o f  h is  fa th e r. 

Li Z ich en g  b e ca m e  a  h o rse  g room  a t a  p o st h o u se  in  Y in c h u an  to  

escape th e  poverty  o f h is  fam ily. H is friend ly  d isp o sitio n  endeared  

h im  to  th e  ru n n e rs  a t  th e  post.

Li Z icheng’s  fam ily  u se d  to  c o llec t re n t fo r th e  g o v ern m en t. 

A fter years o f  poor h a rv ests , th e  p easan ts  o f  Mizhi w ere  n o  longer

I 7 5
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able to  pay land  ren t. A large landow ner nam ed  Ai, seeking to  profit 

from  th is  situ a tio n , len t m o n ey  to  th e  p e asan ts  a t  ex o rb itan t rates. 

Li Z irh en g  k new  th e  p e asan ts  cou ld  n o t com e u p  w ith  th e  m oney  

to  pay th e ir  land  tax. so  h e  borrow ed  from  Ai a n d  paid  th e  tax  on  

th e  p e asan ts ' beh a lf. A fter so m e  tim e , th e  lan d o w n er n am ed  Ai 

pressed  Li Z ich en g  fo r rep ay m en t o f  th e  d eb t. Li d id  no t hav e  th e  

m oney  to  pay back th e  loan. Ai sen t bailiffs to  take h im  in to  custody 

a n d  b e a t h im  sen se less . H e w as  th e n  sh a c k le d  a n d  left to  b ak e  

u n d e r  th e  su n  w ith o u t a n y  food. W h en  th e  local people  a n d  th e  

ru n n e rs  of th e  post h o u se  en trea ted  th e  cou n ty  m ag istra te  to  m ove 

Li Z ich en g  to  th e  sh a d e  a n d  give Li so m e th in g  to  e a t. th e  c o u n ty  

m ag is tra te  re fu sed . T h is  p ro v o k ed  th e  an g er o f  th e  c ro w d , w h o  

su rg ed  fo rw ard  a n d  sh a tte re d  th e  sh a c k le s  o n  Li Z icheng . T h ey  

took  h im  from  M izhi to  G ansu, w h ere  he becam e a  soldier.

A fte r Li Z ich en g  k illed  h is  su p e rio r  o f ficers in  J in  C ounty , he  

to o k  d o z en s  of so ld ie rs  w ith  h im  to  jo in  th e  p e a sa n t m ilitia  led 

by  W ang Z uogua  a n d  b e ca m e  a  lead er o f  th e  m ilitia  troops.

Y ang H e. th e  g o v e rn o r a p p o in te d  by  th e  M ing g o v e rn m en t, 

w a s  fr ig h te n ed  by th e  p ro life ra tio n  o f  in su rg en cies . H e coup led  

a rm e d  re p re s s io n  w ith  a  p o lic y  o f  c o -o p tin g  c o m m a n d e rs  o f  

p e a s a n t  m il i tia s  w ith  p ro m is e s  o f  h ig h  p o s i t io n s  a n d  m o n ey . 

W ang Z uogua cou ld  n o t re s is t th ese  tem p ta tio n s  a n d  surrendered , 

fo rc ing  Li Z ich en g  to  f in d  a n o th e r  p erch . H e ev en tu a lly  d e c id ed  

to  j o in  th e  in su rg e n c y  o f  G ao  Y in g x ian g . w h o  c a lle d  h im s e lf  

"C huang W ang" or T ra i lb la z in g  King".

G ao Y in g x ian g  w a s  p leased  to  h a v e  Li Z ich en g  a n d  h is  m en  

jo in  h is  o rg a n iz a tio n , a n d  m a d e  h im  c o m m a n d in g  g en era l o f  a 

re g im e n t.  P e o p le  to o k  to  c a l l in g  Li Z ic h e n g  Chuang Jiang, 

■Trailblazing G eneral".

I
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Gao Y ingxiang's insurgency, in  a lliance w ith  o th e r insurgencies 

op erated  in  five p rov inces inc lu d in g  Shanxi a n d  Hebei, con tin u ed  

to  e xpand . T h e  g o v ernm en t forces' pacifica tio n  a n d  encirc lem en t 

a tte m p ts  w ere  th w a rte d . In  fru stra tio n , E m peror C hongzhen  gave 

o rd ers  to  a ll th e  g o v ernm en t forces in  v arious p rovinces to  encircle 

an d  w ip e  o u t th e  in su rg e n ts  in  o n e  fell sw oop.

T o  c o u n te r  th e  g o v e rn m e n t p la n , G ao  Y in g x ian g  c a lle d  a 

m ee tin g  o f  c o m m a n d ers  fro m  th ir te e n  in su rg en c ies  a t  X ingyang 

to  th ra s h  o u t  a response.

T h e  d is c u s s io n  a t  X ingyang  w as  lively. Som e b e liev ed  th a t 

th e  e n e m y  w a s  to o  p o w erfu l a n d  th e y  sh o u ld  f ig h t th e ir  w ay  

b a ck  to  th e ir  h o m e  v illag es in  S h a a n x i a n d  lie  low  fo r a w h ile , 

o th e rs  d isag reed  b u t  cou ld  o ffe r  n o  b e tte r  a lte rn a tiv es. Li Z icheng 

rose  to  h is  feet.

"If a so ld ier is  w illing  to  risk  h is  life, he  h a s  a  fig h tin g  chance," 

h e  said. "W e h av e  a  h u n d re d  th o u sa n d  m en. W h at c an  th e  en em y  

d o  to  us?"

Gao Y ingxiang said  approvingly . "W hat d o  you  p ropose  then?"

Li Z ich en g  p ro p o sed  th a t  th e  in su rg e n ts  sh o u ld  d iv id e  in to  

several s tra n d s , e ach  a tta ck in g  in  a d iffe re n t d irec tio n . T h is  w ay 

th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  a  b e tte r  c h a n c e  o f  b re ac h in g  th e  en c irc lem en t. 

T h e r e  w a s  g e n e ra l  a g r e e m e n t  w i th  t h e  id e a .  A f te r  s o m e  

c o n su lta tio n , th e  th ir te e n  in su rg e n c ie s  w ere  o rg an ized  in to  six  

a rm ies. Som e w ere  ta sk ed  w ith  p in n in g  e n em y  forces d o w n  a n d  

o th e rs  w ere  to  f ig h t a  m o b ile  w ar. T h e  tro o p s  o f  Gao Y ingxiang. 

Li Z icheng  a n d  Z hang  X ianzhong  w o u ld  break th ro u g h  th e  enem y 

e n c i r c l e m e n t  in  t h e  e a s t  a n d  h e a d  to  F e n g y a n g  n e a r  th e  

c o n flu e n c e  o f  th e  H u a i River a n d  th e  Y angtze.

F engyang  w a s  th e  h o m e  to w n  o f  Z hu  Y u a n zh a n g . E m peror

I
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T aizu  o f  M ing. It b e ca m e  th e  "M iddle C apita l" o f  th e  M ing a fte r 

E m p e ro r T a iz u 's  d e a th .  T h e  p e a s a n t  in s u r g e n ts  in te n d e d  to  

h u m b le  th e  M ing c o u rt by  a tta ck in g  Fengyang.

T h e  in su rg e n ts  led  b y  G ao Y ingx iang  a n d  Z h an g  X ianzhong  

c u t  th ro u g h  M ing d e fe n se  like  a h o t k n ife  th ro u g h  b u tte r . In  less 

t h a n  te n  d a y s , th e y  c a p tu re d  F engyang  a n d  b u rn e d  d o w n  th e  

a n c e s tra l  to m b s  o f  th e  M ing roya l h o u se  a s  w e ll a s  F luangjue  

T em p le , w h e re  Z h u  Y u a n z h a n g  w a s  o n c e  a  m o n k . T h is  w a s  a 

serious b lo w  to  th e  M ing c o u r t  W hen  E m peror C hongzhen  learned 

o f  th e  fa ll o f  F en g y an g . h e  w a s  so  fu r io u s  h e  h a d  th e  G ran d  

C o o rd in a to r o f  Fengyang e x ecu ted .

G ao Y ingx iang  a n d  Li Z ich en g  m arc h ed  th e ir  tro o p s  b ack  to  

S h a a n x i. T h ey  c o n tin u e d  th e ir  ro v in g  a t ta c k s  o n  g o v e rn m e n t 

troops, keep ing  th em  o v erstre tch ed  a n d  on  th e  defensive. Em peror 

C h o n g z h e n  a n d  lo c a l g o v e r n m e n t  o f f ic ia l s  c o n s id e r e d  th e  

in s u rg e n ts  a th o rn  in  th e ir  s id e  a n d  v o w ed  to  w ip e  th e m  ou t. 

O nce. G ao Y in g x ian g  m arc h ed  h is  tro o p s  o n  X i'an a n d  w alked  

in to  a n  a m b u s h  n e a r  Z h o u zh i (m o d ern -d ay  Z h o u zh i o f  S haan x i 

P ro v in ce) la id  b y  S u n  C h u a n tin g , th e  G ra n d  C o o rd in a to r  o f  

S h aan x i. C a u g h t b y  su rp r ise . G ao  Y in g x ian g  w a s  c a p tu re d  a n d  

k illed  a f te r  a  fierce  b a ttle .

Li Z ich en g  w a s  a b le  to  b reak  o u t  w ith  th e  re m a in in g  troops. 

T h e  d e a th  o f  th e ir  su p rem e  c o m m a n d e r w a s  a  p a in fu l lo ss  to  th e  

m en . S ince  Li Z icheng, th e  T ra ilb laz in g  G eneral, w as  c o n sid e red  

by a ll to  b e  G ao Y in g x ian g ’s  m o s t t r u s te d  c o m m a n d e r  a n d  an  

acc o m p lish e d , b rav e  w arrio r, h e  w a s  acc la im ed  b y  th e  tro o p s  as 

th e  n ew  C h u an g  W ang (T railblazing King) to  tak e  G ao Y ingxiang’s 

p lac e . F rom  th e n  o n . th e  n a m e  "Li C h u a n g  W ang" b e c a m e  a 

h o u se h o ld  nam e.
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T h e  fear a n d  h a te  Li C h u an g  W ang insp ired  in  th e  M ing co u rt 

w as p ro p o rtio n a l to  th e  g row tli o f  h is  fam e. E m peror C hongzhen  

o rd e re d  G overnor H o n g  C h en g ch o u  a n d  G rand  C o o rd in a to r Sun 

C h u a n tin g  to  d e v o te  th em se lv es  exclusively  to  th e  e n c irc lem en t 

a n d  d e s tru c tio n  o f  Li Z icheng  a n d  Li in creasing ly  felt th e  h e a t o f  

th e i r  in te n t io n s .  H o w ev e r, th e  v a lo r  o f  th e  in s u rg e n ts  a n d  Li 

Z icheng’s  reso u rce fu ln ess  a n d  a s tu te  u se  o f  tac tic s  enab led  th em  

to  b reach  g o v ernm en t encirc lem en t lin es on  n u m ero u s  occasions 

a n d  to  challenge governm ent forces in S ichuan. G ansu a n d  Shaanxi.

D uring  th is  d iff ic u lt period . Z h an g  X ianzhong  a n d  Luo Rucai, 

th e  le a d e rs  o f  tw o  o th e r  in su rg e n c ie s , s u b m itte d  to  th e  Ming. 

S o m e  c o m m a n d e rs  u n d e r  Li Z ich en g  a lso  d e fe c te d . T h is  o n ly  

a d d ed  to  Li's g ro w in g  d ifficu lties .

In  1638. Li Z icheng  m oved  h is  tro o p s fro m  G ansu  to  Shaanxi, 

w ith  th e  in te n t io n  o f  f ig h tin g  h is  w ay  o u t  o f  T o n g g u an  Pass. 

T ipped  o f f  a b o u t  h is  tro o p s ' m o v em en ts . H ong  C h en g ch o u  and  

Sun  C h u a n tin g  la id  a m b u s h e s  a t  th re e  s e p a ra te  lo ca tio n s  in  th e  

h ig h  m o u n ta in s  n e a r  T o n g g u an , d e lib e ra te ly  lea v in g  th e  m ain  

ro ad  le a d in g  to  T o n g g u an  free  a n d  c le a r fo r p a ssag e  to  lu re  Li 

Z ich en g  in to  th e  n o o se  th ey ’d  p rep ared  fo r h im .

A nd Li Z icheng took th e  bait. W hen  h is  m assive in su rg en t force 

en tered  a  valley n ear Tongguan. swarms o f  M ing troops m aterialized 

an d  charged dow n  from  th e  hills. W ith  th e ir  advan tages in  num bers 

an d  terrain , th e  M ing arm y  u n leash ed  w aves upon w aves o f  assau lt 

011 th e  insurgen ts . T h e  close com bat lasted several d ay s a n d  nights, 

e n d in g  in th e  d e a th  o f  te n s  o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  rebel c o m b a tan ts  and  

th e  co llapse  o f  th e  in su rg e n t arm y.
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O n ly  17 in su rg e n ts , in c lu d in g  Li Z ich en g  a n d  h is  su b a lte rn  

Liu Z ongm in . succeed ed  in  b reak in g  o u t o f  th e  en c irc lem en t a fte r 

b e a tin g  b ack  large n u m b ers  o f  M ing troops. T h ey  trave led  acro ss 

h ig h  m o u n ta in s  u n d e r  ex trem e ly  h a rsh  c o n d it io n s  to  reach  th e  

S h a n g lu o  h ills  in  th e  so u th e a s te rn  p a rt o f  S h aan x i, w h e re  th ey  

w e n t in to  h id ing .

A fte r  ta k in g  c o n tro l o f  T o n g g u an , th e  M ing a rm y  s e n t  o u t 

m o u n te d  s c o u ts  to  track  d o w n  Li Z icheng. T h e  tra il tu rn e d  co ld  

a f te r  m o n th s  o f  sea rch in g . T h e  in te n s iv e  m a n h u n t  w a s  re laxed  

o n ly  a f te r  th e  M ing a rm y  lea rn ed  th a t  Li Z icheng  h a d  rep o rted ly  

d ie d  from  th e  m orta l w o u n d  h e  h a d  received in  th e  recen t battle.
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i8 . Z h a n g  X ia n z h o n g ’s  S te a lth  

A tta c k  o n  X ia n g y a n g

In  M ay 1639, Z h an g  X ian zh o n g  la u n c h e d  a n ew  reb ellio n  in 

G u ch en g  o f  H ubei. H is su b m iss io n  to  th e  M ing h a d  b een  a ruse  

to  e n a b le  h im  to  se c re tly  reg ro u p  fo r a co m eb ack . W h en  M ing 

g en era ls  b e ca m e  a w are  o f  h is  in te n t io n s  a n d  w ere  o n  th e  p o in t 

o f  s e n d in g  tro o p s  a f te r  h im , h e  m a d e  a  p re -e m p tiv e  s t r ik e  by 

k illing  th e  c o u n ty  m ag istra te  o f  G ucheng  a n d  to rch in g  th e  cou n ty  

g o v e rn m e n t h o u se  b e fo re  re la u n c h in g  h is  re b e llio n . Soon Luo 

Rucai ra ised  a rm s  in  h is  su p p o rt.

Z uo  L iangyu . a  reg io n a l c o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  M ing, s e n t  h is  

t r o o p s  to  c o n f r o n t  Z h a n g  X ia n z h o n g . Z h a n g  s u c c e e d e d  in 

d e fea tin g  Suo Liangyu s  force  a n d  on ly  a few  h u n d re d  M ing troops 

su rv iv e d  a n d  fled  b ack . In  a rage. E m p ero r C h o n g z h en  sack ed  

b o th  th e  su p re m e  c o m m a n d e r  X iong W en can  a n d  th e  reg io n a l 

c o m m a n d e r  Z uo  L iangyu . H e  d i s p a tc h e d  Y an g  S ic h an g , th e  

M in ister o f  W ar. to  besiege  Z h an g  X ianzhon s s tro n g h o ld  in  th e  

H u g u an g  area.

W ith  th e  "sh an g  fan g  b a o jia n "  (sw ord  o f  im perial au th o rity ) 

given to  h im  by th e  em p ero r a n d  a h u n d red  th o u san d  troops u n d e r 

h is  c o m m a n d . Y ang  S ic h an g  a rriv ed  in  X ian g y an g  a m id  g re a t 

fan fare . H e o rd e re d  h is  co m m a n d ers , in c lu d in g  Z uo  Liangyu. to  

h e m  in  th e  in su rg e n ts  from  all s id e s . W h en  Z h an g  X ianzhong  

m oved  h is  tro o p s to  Manao Hills, th e y  w ere  lu red  in to  an en em y  

t r a p  b y  a  h id d e n  t r a i to r  w h o  h a d  in f il t r a te d  th e i r  ra n k s . T h e
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in su rg e n ts  w ere  d e fea te d  by  Z uo  L iangyu's tro o p s  a n d  lo s t h uge  

am o u n ts  o f  gold and  silver as well as a large n u m b er o f  battle  horses. 

Z hang  X ian zh o n g s w ife  a n d  so n s  w ere taken  p riso n er in  th e  clash.

W ith  h i s  o n e  th o u s a n d  c a v a lry m e n . Z h a n g  X ia n z h o n g  

re tre a te d  to  S ich u an . Y ang S ich an g  fo llow ed  c losely  a n d  m oved 

h is  field h e ad q u a rte rs  to  C hongqing, w ith  th e  in te n tio n  o f  w iping 

o u t  th e  in su rg e n ts  in  S ichuan .

Yang S ichang  p o sted  a rew ard  acro ss S ichuan , p ro m is in g  ten  

th o u sa n d  tae ls  o f  gold a n d  th e  t it le  o f  m arq u is  for w h o ev er w as 

a b le  to  c a p tu r e  Z h a n g  X ia n z h o n g . T h e  n e x t  d a y . th e  f ie ld  

h e ad q u a rte rs  o f  Y ang S ich an g  w as  fo u n d  to  hav e  b een  p las te red  

w ith  p o ste rs  bearing  th e  c o u n te r  rew ard: "Three q ian  la  m in iscu le  

u n i t  o f  w eigh t) o f  s ilv e r for th e  h ead  o f  Y ang Sichang."

Yang S ichang  se n t o u t large forces in p u rsu it o f  th e  insurgents. 

But Z hang  X ianzhong"s tro o p s  w ere  a m ob ile  lot. never g iv ing  th e  

g o v ern m en t tro o p s th e  sa tis fac tio n  o f  k n ow ing  w h ere  th ey  w ould 

c ro p  up . It w a s  n o t u n til  J a n u a ry  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  th a t  th e  

g o v e rn m e n t tro o p s  w ere  ab le  to  c a tc h  u p  w ith  th e  in su rg e n ts . 

W hen  th e  e x h a u s te d  tro o p s  led  by  th e  M ing gen era ls  M eng R uhu 

a n d  Liu Sh ijie  c a m e  near, Z h an g  X ianzhong’s  force, o u tf la n k in g  

th e  g o v e rn m e n t tro o p s , c a m e  c h a rg in g  d o w n  th e  h i lls  b e h in d  

th e m , a m id  lo u d  b a tt le  c rie s . T h e  g o v e rn m e n t fo rce  c ru m b led , 

w ith  Liu S h ijie  k illed  in  b a tt le  a n d  M eng R u h u  e sc ap in g  by th e  

sk in  o f  h is  tee th . H av in g  b e a ten  b ack  th e  e n em y , th e  in su rg e n ts  

san g , c lap p in g  th e ir  h a n d s .

"First th e re  w a s  th is  G ran d  C o o rd in a to r  o f S ic h u an  n am ed  

S h a o . w h o  o f te n  ran  in  c irc le s  a b o u t  us: th e n  th e r e  w a s  th is  

A d ju tan t Liao, w h o  fell in  line  w ith o u t a fight: good o ld  M in ister 

Y ang is  th re e  fe e t away."
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W h en  th e  d i t ty  re a c h e d  th e  e a r s  o f  th e  M ing tro o p s , th e  

em barrassed  Yang S ichang d id n 't know  w h e th e r  to  o r  laugh o r  cry.

In  г64i .  Z h an g  X ian zh o n g  d isco v ered  th a t  w ith  th e  b u lk  o f  

Y an g  S ichang"s tro o p s  c o n c e n tr a te d  in  S ic h u a n , th e r e  w a s  a 

v acu u m  in  X iangyang. He sh o o k  o ff  th e  p u rsu in g  M ing a n n y  and  

ab ru p tly  to o k  h is  tro o p s  o u t  o f  S ich u an  a n d  raced  e as t, c overing  

th ree  to  four h u n d red  li  o f  territo ry  in  a  d a / s  forced m arch, leaving 

th e  a rm y  o f  Y ang S ich an g  in  th e  d u s t. N ear D angyang o f  H ubei, 

th e y  e n c o u n te re d  a  M ing in te rc e p tio n  force . Leaving Luo Rucai 

b e h in d  to  face  th e  e n e m y  in  D angyang, Z hang  X ianzhong  led  an  

e lite  force  to  c o n tin u e  th e  ad v an ce  o n  X iangyang.

W h en  Y ang S ichang , w h o  w as  in  C hongqing , lea rn ed  o f  th e  

d e v e lo p m e n t ,  h e  im m e d ia te ly  d i s p a tc h e d  a  m e s s e n g e r  to  

X ian g y an g . w i th  th e  o rd e r  t h a t  th e  c i ty  re a d y  i t s e l f  fo r  th e  

im p e n d in g  a ttack . T h e  m essen g er w a s  d isco v ered  a n d  d e ta in ed  

by th e  in su rg en ts a s  h e  m ade h is  w ay tow ard  Xiangyang. H e carried 

w ith  h im  th e  o fficial token  a u th e n tic a tin g  h is  s ta tu s  a s  conveyer 

o f  th e  o rd e r a n d  p a p ers  b earin g  th e  seal o f  Y ang S ichang"s field 

HQs. Z hang  X ianzhong h a d  h is  ad o p tiv e  so n . Li D ingguo. p ass  for 

Yang S ic h a n /s  m essenger to  gain e n tra n ce  in to  X iangyang w ith  a 

few  “aides" a n d  h is  o fficial token  a n d  d o cu m en ts .

It w as  n ig h tfa ll w h e n  Li D ingguo  a rrived  a t  X iangyang  w ith  

th e  o ffic ia l to k e n  a n d  pap ers . H e ca lled  o u t to  th e  M ing tro o p s  

in sid e  th e  g a te  an n o u n c in g  h im se lf  as M inister V a n /s  m essenger. 

A fter e x am in in g  h is  o ffic ia l to k e n  a n d  pap ers  a n d  f in d in g  th em  

in  o rd e r, th e  M ing g u a rd s  le t Li D ingguo  a n d  h is  a cc o m p an y in g  

so ld ie rs  in to  th e  city.

T h a t  n ig h t,  th e  in su rg e n ts  w h o  h a d  th u s  tr ic k ed  th e ir  w ay 

i n to  X ia n g y a n g  s t a r t e d  s e v e ra l  f i r e s  in  t h e  c i ty .  T h e  c i ty
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i n h a b i t a n t s  w e re  ro u s e d  f ro m  t h e i r  s le e p  b y  th e  e n s u in g  

c o m m o tio n  a n d  fo u n d  th e  c ity  en g u lfed  in  f lam es  a n d  p lu n g ed  

in to  ch ao s . A m id  th e  c o n fu s io n , th e  im p o s te rs  o p e n ed  th e  c ity  

g a te  to  le t in  th e  in su rg e n t tro o p s. It w a s  by th e n  to o  la te  fo r th e  

Ming d e fe n d e rs  to  p u t u p  a n  e ffec tiv e  resis tan ce .

O nce  in  th e  c ity , th e  in su rg e n ts  th re w  o p e n  th e  p riso n  gate  

a n d  r e s c u e d  th e i r  fe llo w  in s u r g e n ts  a n d  t h e i r  fa m ily  fro m  

cap tiv ity . A d e ta c h m e n t  raced  to  th e  re s id en c e  o f  Z h u  Y im ing. 

th e  P rince o f  X iang, a n d  to o k  h im  prisoner.

Z h an g  X ian zh o n g  p re s id e d  in  th e  m ain  h a ll o f  th e  P rince 's 

re s id en ce  a s  so ld ie rs  b ro u g h t h im  in. Z hu  Y im ing, sh ak in g  like a 

leaf, begged fo r h is  life.

Z h an g  X ianzhong  sa id . "All 1 w a n t i s  to  b o rrow  y o u r  h e ad  for 

a p u rp o se  I h a v e  in  m ind ."

T errified  by  th is  a n n o u n c e m e n t o f  h is  d e a th  se n ten c e , Z hu  

Y im ing  rep ea ted ly  k n o ck ed  h is  h e ad  o n  th e  floor a n d  sa id . "H is 

H ig h n ess  c an  hav e  all th e  gold, s ilver a n d  trea su re s  in  m y palace! 

B ut p lease  s p a re  m y life!"

Z h an g  X ian zh o n g  b u rs t  in to  a p ea l o f  la u g h te r  a n d  sa id . "I 

h a v e  a lre ad y  ta k e n  X iangyang . All y o u r  t re a su re s  a re  m in e  for 

th e  tak in g  anyw ay. But w ith o u t your head , I w ill n o t be  ab le  take  

Y ang S ichan s life."

H e b a rk ed  a n  o rd e r  a n d  Z h u  Y im ing  w a s  tak en  o u ts id e  a n d  

ex ecu ted .
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By In k in g  c o n tro l o f  X iangyang . Z h an g  X ian zh o n g  se ized  a 

h u g e  a m o u n t  o f  w a r  s p o ils  in  th e  fo rm  o f  tro o p  r a t io n s  a n d  

w e ap o n s  s to re d  by  Y ang S ich an g  in  th e  city . H e d is tr ib u te d  th e  

m o re  th a n  o n e  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  ta e ls  o f  s ilv e r  fo u n d  in  th e  

v a u lts  o f  th e  P rince o f  X iang to  th e  local fa m in e  v ic tim s. T o say 

th a t  th e  p o p u lace  re jo iced  a t  th e  e x e c u tio n  o f  th e  ev il P rince o f  

X iang w o u ld  b e  a n  u n d e rs ta te m e n t.

Z h a n g  X ia n z h o n g ’s  c a p tu re  o f  X ia n g y a n g  s tu n n e d  Y ang 

S ich an g  a s  n e w s  trav e led  to  S ich u an . H is  m eticu lo u s ly  d ev ised  

co u n te rin su rg en cy  p lan  w a s  n o w  in  ta tte rs . H ow  w as h e  going to  

exp la in  to  E m peror C hongzhen  th a t  r ig h t before  h is  eyes, a n d  on 

h is  w a tch , a p rin ce  o f  th e  M ing w as  killed  in  a  su rp r ise  a tta ck  by 

Z h an g  X ianzhong?

T h e  d is tra u g h t Yang S ich an g  m ad e  h is  w ay  fro m  S ich u an  to 

H u b e i. T h e  m o m e n t  h e  a r r iv e d  in  S h a sh i h e  le a rn e d  th a t  Li 

Z icheng’s  in su rg e n ts , n o w  reg ro u p ed  a n d  re in v ig o rated , h a d  left 

th e ir  h a u n ts  in  th e  m o u n ta in s  o f  S h an g lu o  to  c a p tu re  Luoyang 

by tak in g  a d v an tag e  o f  th e  re la tive  w eak n ess  o f  M ing d e fe n se  in 

H en an . Z hu  C h angxun . th e  P rince o f  Fu. w as  k illed  in  th e  b a ttle . 

S h ocked  a n d  terrified , Yang S ich an g  c o m m itte d  su ic ide , hav in g  

c o m e  to  th e  p a in fu l c o n c lu s io n  th a t  th e re  w as n o  fu tu re  fo r h im .
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19- Li Y a n  a n d  t h e  R ed  Lady

W h en  Li Z ich en g  a rriv e d  in  H e n a n  fro m  S h a n g lu o , H e n an  

w a s  in  th e  m id d le  o f  a  se v e re  d ro u g h t.  T e n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f 

fa m in e  v ic t im s  ro a m e d  th e  la n d  in  se a rc h  o f  fo o d . W h en  th ey  

le a rn e d  th a t  Li C h u a n g  W ang, th e  T ra ilb laz in g  King, h a d  c o m e  

d o w n  th e  m o u n ta in s , th e  fam ish ed  a n d  d isp laced  people  flocked 

to  h im  to  jo in  forces, fo r b e tte r  o r  w orse.

O n e  day , a  g ro u p  o f  fa m in e  v ic t im s  b ro u g h t a y o u n g  m an. 

w h o  a ppeared  to  be  a  scho lar, to  C h u an g  W ang. Li Z ich en g  found  

o u t a f te r  a  few  q u e s tio n s  th a t  th e  y o u n g  m an , w h o se  n a m e  w as 

Li Y an  (a lso  k n o w n  a s  Li X inl. h a d  j u s t  b e en  re sc u e d  fro m  th e  

c o u n ty  ja i l  o f  Qi C oun ty . H enan .

Li Yan w iis th e  son  o f  a w ealth y  m an  in  Qi C ounty. A few  years 

ago. w h e n  fa m in e  w as  a t  i ts  w o rs t a n d  m an y  p e a sa n ts  w e re  no  

longer ab le  to  p u t food o n  th e  tab le , Li Y an h e lp ed  th e m  o u t w ith  

h is  fam ily’s  grain. It w as ra re  for so m e o n e  fro m  a  w ea lth y  fam ily 

to  o ffe r  re lie f  to  th e  h u n g ry  poor. T h e  n e ed y  fo u n d  h im  to  be  a 

d e cen t m an  a n d  took  to  calling  h im  "Li G ong Zi." o r  M aster Li.

W hen  th e  poor w ere sta rv ing  from  years o f  un re len tin g  fam ine, 

th e  c o u n ty  g o v ernm en t co n tin u ed  to  sen d  o u t bailiffs d em an d in g  

fro m  th e m  p a y m e n t o f  th e  la n d  ta x  a n d  re p a y m e n t o f  a rrea rs. 

W o rried  th a t  th e  g o v e rn m e n t's  p e rs is ten c e  in  its  tax  co llec tio n  

e ffo rt co u ld  p ro v o k e  c iv il u n re s t. Li Y an w e n t to  see  th e  c o u n ty  

m ag istra te  nam ed  Song a n d  tried  to  p e rsu ad e  h im  to  a n n o u n ce  a 

tax  m o rato rium  a n d  to  a llocate part o f  th e  h o ld ings in  g o v ernm en t 

g ranaries to  a id  th e  fam in e  v ic tim s in  th e  fo rm  o f  food  loans.

I
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T h e  c o u n ty  m a g is tra te  sa id  to  Li Y an , "H ig h e r a u th o r i t ie s  

h a v e  b een  p re ss in g  local g o v e rn m e n ts  to  fu lf ill th e i r  q u o ta s  for 

t ro o p  ra t io n s .  H o w  a m  I g o in g  to  a c c o m p lis h  t h a t  w i th o u t  

c o lle c t in g  ta x e s  a n d  d e b t  re p a y m e n ts ?  B esid es , t h e  c o u n ty  

g ra n a r ie s  h a v e  lo n g  b een  d e p le ted . T h e re ’s  n o th in g  le f t to  lend  

to  th e  f a m in e  v ic tim s . U n le ss  th e  w e a lth y  fa m ilie s  a re  w illing  

to  o f fe r  th e ir  g ra in  ho ld in g s ."

R eb u ffed  by  th e  c o u n ty  m ag is tra te . Li Y an w e n t h o m e  a n d  

d is tr ib u ted  th e  tw o  h u n d re d  o r  so  h ec to lite rs  o f  gra in  in  h is  fam ily 

g ran ary  to  fa m in e  v ic tim s.

T h e  fam in e  v ic tim s w ere  d e lig h ted  by M aster Li’s generosity , 

b u t  th e  Li fa m ily 's  g ra in  a lo n e  w a s  in su ff ic ie n t  g iven  th e  larg e  

n u m b e r o f  th e  needy. Som eone  c am e  u p  w ith  th e  idea  o f  sen d in g  

a  few  d o z en  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  to  th e  o th e r  w e a lth y  fa m ilie s  to  

p e tit io n  th e m  to  fo llow  th e  ex am p le  o f  th e  Li fam ily .

T h e  o th e r  w e a lth y  fa m ilie s  n o t o n ly  re je c te d  th e i r  re q u es t 

b u t c la im ed , sh o o tin g  d irty  looks a t th e  rep resen tatives, t h a t  they  

h a d  n o  g ra in  left. F ru s tra ted , th e  h u n g ry  peo p le  b e ca m e  u n ru ly  

a n d  fo rce d  th e ir  w ay  in to  th e  g ra n ary  o f  a  w e a lth y  fam ily  a n d  

he lp ed  th em se lv es  to  th e  s to re d  grain.

T h e  p a n ic k ed  w e a lth y  h o u se h o ld s  b ro u g h t th e ir  c o m p la in t 

te a rfu lly  to  th e  c o u n ty  m ag is tra te , w h o  sa id  an g rily . 'T h is  is  a 

rebellious lot!" H e im m ed ia te ly  se n t bailiffs w ith  h is  official token 

o f  a u th o r i ty  to  s to p  th e  r io tin g  a n d  p ro m ised  to  m e te  o u t h a rsh  

p u n is h m e n t  to  a n y o n e  c o n tin u in g  to  en g ag e  in  m o b  v io len ce . 

T h e  h u n g ry  c ro w d  in  th e  h e a t  o f  a n g e r  w a s  u n im p re s s e d  by 

o ff ic ia l  in tim id a tio n . T h ey  ta c k le d  th e  b a il i f f s  a n d  th re w  th e  

c o u n ty  m a g is tra te 's  o ffic ia l to k e n  o f  a u th o r i ty  o n  th e  g ro u n d , 

s h a t te r in g  it to  p ieces; th e  c ro w d  th e n  m o v ed  in  f ro n t  o f  th e
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c o u n ty  g o v ern m en t b u ild in g  a n d  sh o u ted , "W ithout food, w e  will 

d ie  anyw ay . W e m ig h t a s  w ell d ie  fig h tin g  you!"

T h e  c o u n ty  m ag is tra te  co w ered  in  h is  o ffice , f r ig h te n ed  by 

th e  h u n g ry  m ob. H e rem em b ered  Li Y an w a s  o n  good te rm s w ith  

th e  fa m in e  v ic tim s , so  h e  s e n t  fo r h im  to  d is c u s s  a w ay  o u t  of 

th e  im passe.

" I f  y o u  w a n t  to  a v o id  a  rio t,"  sa id  Li Y an . "you m u s t  s to p  

p re ss in g  fo r re p ay m en t o f  a rre a rs  a n d  p e rsu a d e  th e  w e a lth y  to  

d o n a te  re lie f  grain."

T h e  c o u n ty  m ag is tra te , se e in g  n o  o th e r  a lte rn a tiv e , g av e  h is  

r e lu c ta n t  c o n s e n t.  T h e  fa m in e  v ic t im s  in  f ro n t  o f  th e  c o u n ty  

b u ild in g  w e re  o n ly  p laca ted  w h e n  th e y  lea rn ed  th a t  Li Y an h a d  

p e rsu ad e d  th e  c o u n ty  m ag is tra te  to  u n d e rta k e  food  relief.

“Let's a ll go  b ack  now ." so m e  sa id , " if  w e  d o n ’t  see  a n y  g ra in  

in  a  few  days, w e  w ill c o m e  b ack  to  se ttle  a c c o u n ts  w ith  them ."

No so o n e r h a d  th e  angry  c row d d isp e rsed  th a n  th e  m agistra te  

r e g re t te d  h i s  d e c is io n . By a n n o u n c in g  a ta x  m o ra to r iu m , h e  

th o u g h t,  h e  m ig h t h a v e  a v e rted  a  r io t in  th e  m aking ; b u t  w h a t 

w a s  h e  go ing  to  d o  w h e n  h e  w a s  p re sse d  to  fu lfill th e  c o u n ty 's  

q u o ta  fo r tro o p  ra tio n s?  W ould  h e  be ab le  to  k eep  h is  jo b  th e n ?  

T h e  m o re  h e  th o u g h t, th e  m ore  h e  h a te d  Li Yan. H e  b lam e d  all 

th is  t ro u b le  s t i r r e d  u p  b y  th e  f a m in e  v ic t im s  o n  Li Y an . H e 

im m ed ia te ly  in s tru c te d  h is  sec re tary  to  d ra f t  a m em o ran d u m  to  

h is  su p e rio r, fa lse ly  a c c u s in g  Li Y an  o f  p la n n in g  a  re b e llio n  by 

in g ra tia tin g  h im s e lf  w ith  th e  populace.

W h en  n e w s  a b o u t  t h is  m em o  g o t o u t .  th e r e  w a s  g e n e ra l 

co n ce rn  fo r Li Y an. T h e re  w as a  b a n d  o f  p e a sa n t in su rg e n ts  in  a 

fo rest nearby , u n d e r  th e  lead ersh ip  o f  a  young  w o m an , w h o  used  

to  m ake  a liv ing  b y  g iving s tree t perfo rm ances. S he  w as popularly

2 0
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k n o w n  as th e  "Red Lady." An a d m ire r  o f  Li Y an for h is  generosity  

in o fferin g  fam in e  relief, th e  Red Lady w e n t to  Li V an’s  h o m e  and  

took  h im  in to  th e  fo rest tin d er h e r  p ro tec tio n  a f te r  h earin g  abou t 

th e  d an g er h e  w a s  in.

Li Y an w a s  a t  f irs t  c o n fu sed  a b o u t  th e  in te n t io n  o f  th e  Red 

Lady, b u t  w h e n  h e  realized  sh e  in te n d e d  to  m ak e  a  rebel o f  h im . 

h e  b a lk e d  a n d  so o n  sn e a k ed  b a ck  h o m e. W h en  Li Y an  a rriv ed  

h o m e, th e  t ru c u le n t  b a il i f f s  w e re  w a itin g  w ith  h a n d c u f fs  a n d  

leg iro n s, w h ic h  th e y  p u t o n  h im  th e  m o m e n t h e  w a lk ed  in. He 

w as  tak en  to  th e  c o u n ty  b u ild in g  fo r trial.

W hen  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  Qi C oun ty  lea rn ed  o f  Li Van’s  a rrest, 

th e y  sa id  to  e ac h  o th e r .  "W e c a n n o t s i t  id ly  by w h ile  M aster Li 

lan g u ish es in  prison." T h e  Red Lady a lso  appeared  w ith  h e r  troops. 

A large c ro w d  o f  fa m in e  v ic t im s  fo llo w ed  h e r  w ith  k n iv e s  a n d  

s tic k s  to  ad v an ce  o n  th e  c o u n ty  g o v e rn m en t.

T h e  c o u n ty  m a g is tra te  a n d  h is  b a iliffs  s lip p ed  aw ay  in  th e  

r e a l iz a t io n  t h a t  th e y  w e re  h o p e le s s ly  o u tn u m b e r e d  by  th e  

a ttack ers . T h e  Red Lady a n d  th e  fam in e  v ic tim s s to rm ed  th e  ja il 

a n d  freed  Li Yan. U n d er th ese  c ircu m stan ces Li Yan realized  th ere  

w a s  n o  f u tu re  fo r h im  i f  h e  re tu rn e d  h o m e , so  h e  h e e d e d  th e  

a d v ic e  o f  th e  R ed Lady a n d  fo llo w ed  th e  in s u rg e n ts  to  jo in  Li 

C h u an g  W ang  th e  T ra ilb lazing  King.

Li Z ich en g  u n d e rs to o d  th a t  a lth o u g h  Li Y an w a s  a sc h o la r  

b o rn  to  a w e a lth y  fam ily , h e  w as  a lso  a v ic tim  o f  p e rsec u tio n . 

Besides, h e  h a d  been look ing  for a n  ad v iser. So b e  a llow ed  Li Yan 

to  stay . Li Y an. w h o  h a d  lo n g  h e a rd  th a t  Li Z ich en g  w a s  a  m an  

w ith  a  m issio n , d e c id ed  to  d e d ic a te  h im s e lf  to  h e lp in g  Li Z icheng 

to p p le  th e  M ing g o v e rn m en t.

As h is  in su rg e n cy  g a in e d  in  s tre n g th . Li Z ich en g  in s t i tu te d
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tro o p  re fo rm s a n d  tig h ten ed  d isc ip line . Follow ing Li V an's advice, 

h e  a d o p te d  th e  slogan  o f  "Equitable d is tr ib u tio n  o f  fa rm lan d  a n d  

tax  m oratorium ." In su rg e n ts  d isg u ised  as trad e rs  w ere d isp a tch ed  

b y  Li Y an to  to w n s  o c cu p ied  by  g o v e rn m e n t tro o p s, w h e re  th ey  

w o u ld  te ll a n y o n e  w h o  cared  to  lis ten : "Li C h u an g  W ang 's tro o p s 

a re  w ell-d iscip lined : th e y  d o n 't  k ill c iv ilian s a n d  th e y  d o n ’t  loot." 

People  w e re  g en era lly  fed  u p  w ith  th e  k illin g  a n d  lo o tin g  o f  th e  

g o v e rn m en t tro o p s  a n d  w h e n  th ey  h e a rd  th a t  Li C h u an g  W ang 's 

tro o p s w ere  a  d isc ip lin ed  lot. th ey  n a tu ra lly  began  to  th ro w  th e ir  

su p p o rt b e h in d  h im . A d i tty  c rea ted  by  Li Y an c irc u la ted  am o n g  

th e  peasan ts:

"W e lo o k  to  Li C h u a n g  W an g  fo r  fo o d  a n d  c lo th in g ;  w e 

w e lco m e  h im  w ith  o p e n  a rm s  b e ca u se  u n d e r  h im  w e  d o n ’t  pay 

tax  in  th e  fo rm  o f  grain.

"Day a n d  n ig h t th e  p o o r sc ro u n g e  a ro u n d  for so m e th in g  to  

so o th e  th e ir  h u n g e r. T h e  so o n e r  w e  sw ear fealty  to  C h u an g  W ang, 

th e  so o n e r  th e  h a p p y  d a y s  w ill com e."

Li Z ic h en g s  in su rg e n ts  en joyed  p o p u lar support. A lter k illing  

Z hu  C h angxun . th e  P rince o f  Fu. th e y  w e n t o n  to  w in  a  s tr in g  o f  

m a jo r v ic to r ie s  in  H en an . In  1643. T o n g g u an  to  Li Z icheng. 

H e  k illed  th e  M ing s u p re m e  c o m m a n d e r  a n d  M in is te r  o f  W ar, 

Sun  C h u an tin g . S h o rtly  a fte r, h is  tro o p s  to o k  co n tro l o f  Xi'an.
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20. W u S angui Borrow s 

Q ing T roops

In  i644, Li Z ich en g  fo rm ally  e s ta b lish e d  h is  reg im e  in  Xi'an 

w ith  th e  d y n a s ty  n a m e  o f  G reat S h u n . Soon a f te r  th a t.  Li Z icheng  

led a  m illion  in su rg e n ts  a c ro ss  th e  Yellow  River to  a tta c k  Beijing 

a long  tw o  ro u tes . Li's fo rces m ad e  rap id  p ro g ress  a n d  converged  

o u ts id e  B eijing in  M arch o f  th a t  year. T h ree  o f  th e  M ing’s  b e s t 

re g im en ts  d e fe n d in g  th e  p e rip h e ry  o f  th e  c ap ita l su rren d ered .

T h e  in su rg e n ts  su b je c ted  Beijing to  a  re le n tle ss  a ssa u lt. T he 

fo llow ing  n ig h t w h en  E m peror C h o n g zh en  c lim b ed  th e  M eishan  

H ills b e h in d  th e  p a lace  (p resen t-d ay  J in g sh a n  H ills l a n d  looked 

a ro u n d , all h e  saw  w as a  land scap e  o f  to w ering  flam es. H e realized 

th e  d ire n e ss  o f  th e  s i tu a t io n  a n d  ra n  b a ck  to  h is  p a lace  to  ring  

fu rio u sly  a t  a  bell in  th e  h o p e  o f  su m m o n in g  h elp . H e w a ited  for 

a  lo n g  tim e , b u t n o  o ffic ia l a n sw e red  h is  call fo r help . R ealizing 

h is  day  o f  reck o n in g  h a d  com e, h e  re tu rn e d  to  th e  M eishan  H ills 

a n d  h a n g ed  h im s e lf  o n  a  sc h o la r  t re e  c lo se  to  th e  S h o u h u a n g  

Pavilion. T h e  Ming D ynasty  th u s  cam e to  a n  e n d  a fte r ru ling  C hina 

fo r 277 years.

At th e  fa ll o f  Beijing. G en era l Liu Z o n g m in  w as  th e  f irs t to  

e n te r  th e  c ity  a t  th e  h e ad  o f  h is  tro o p s . H e w a s  fo llo w ed  by  Li 

Z icheng. Em peror o f  th e  G reat S h u n , o n  h is  s teed , w earin g  a s traw  

h a t  a n d  a  b lack  c lo th  tu n ic ,  m ak in g  a  le isu re ly  e n try  in to  th e  

F o rb idden  City. T h e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  Beijing gave th e  in su rg e n ts  a 

fe stiv e  w elcom e.
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T h e  G re a t S h u n  g o v e rn m e n l is su e d  a p u b lic  s ta te m e n t  to  

re a s s u re  th e  c it iz e n s  t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  n o w  b e  a b le  to  re su m e  

n o rm a l life . T h e  n ew  g o v e rn m e n t p ro se c u te d  w ith o u t  m ercy  

m e m b e rs  o f  th e  M ing  ro y a l h o u s e  a n d  c o r ru p t  o f f ic ia ls . At 

in s tru c tio n s  fro m  Li Z icheng. Lui Z ongm in  a n d  Li G uo d em an d ed  

th e  e lite  s u r re n d e r  th e  sp o ils  th e y  h a d  ex ac te d  from  th e  people  

to  fu n d  th e  in su rg e n t  tro o p s ' ra tio n s . T h o se  w h o  re fu se d  w ere  

g iv e n  s t i f f  s e n t e n c e s .  S o m e  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  r o y a lty  a n d  

a ris to c racy  m o st h a te d  by th e  p u b lic  h a d  to  be  ex ecu ted .

Liu Z o n g m in  c o n fisca te d  th e  fam ily  a s s e ts  o f  a h ig h  official 

n a m e d  W u X iang a n d  h a d  h im  d e ta in e d  in  o rd e r  to  reco v er h is  

ill-go tten  gains. Li Z icheng  w a s  to ld  by so m eo n e  th a t  W u X iang's 

so n . W u Sangui. w a s  th e  M ing 's reg io n a l c o m m a n d e r  a t  S han h a i 

Pass, w ith  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  tro o p s  a t  b i s  d isp o sa l. If  

W u Sangui c o u ld  b e  p ersu ad ed  to  su b m it, th e n  th e  Sh u n  D ynasty  

w o u ld  be  rid  o f  a m ajo r th rea t.

Li Z ich en g  th o u g h t  th e  id ea  m a d e  s e n s e  h e  in s tru c te d  W u 

Xiang to  w rite  to  h is  so n  to  u rg e  h im  to  su b m it to  th e  in su rgen ts .

W u S a n g u i h a d  b e en  d is p a tc h e d  by  th e  M ing c o u r t  to  th e  

n o r th , o u ts id e  S h a n h a i Pass, to  b lo ck  th e  a d v a n c e  o f  th e  Q ing 

fo rc e s  a n d  w a s  s t a t i o n e d  in  th e  N in g y u a n  a re a . W h e n  th e  

in su rg e n ts  p re sse d  c lo se r to  B eijing. E m peror C ho n g zh en  issu ed  

a  su ccess io n  o f  o rd e rs  to  W u Sangui d e m a n d in g  th a t  h e  lead  bis 

tro o p s b ack  in to  C h in a  p ro p er to  d ea l w ith  th e  in su rg en ts . By th e  

tim e  W u Sangui re ac h ed  S h an h a i Pass, B eijing h a d  fa llen  to  th e  

rebels. A few  d a y s  la te r, w h e n  W u S an g u i rece ived  h is  fa th e r’s 

le t te r  u rg in g  h im  to  su rre n d e r  to  th e  rebels. W u Sangui c o u ld n 't  

m ak e  u p  h is  m in d . H e c e r ta in ly  w a s  u n w illin g  to  su rre n d e r  to  

th e  rebels, i f  h e  re fu sed  to  su rre n d e r, how ever, h e  k n ew  b e  w as
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n o  m a tc h  fo r th e  su p e r io r  reb el fo rce  k n o w n  fo r i ts  v a lo r a n d  

fig h tin g  ab ilities. H e w as a lso  n o t y e t ready  to  a b an d o n  h is  fam ily 

a n d  a sse ts  in  Beijing. S ince  Li Z icheng  h a d  m ad e  h im  a n  offer, h e  

m ig h t a s  w ell go  b ack  to  Beijing to  a sse ss  th e  s itu a tio n  th ere .

W h en  W u S a n g u i r e a c h e d  L u an zh o u , o n  th e  a p p ro a c h  to  

B eijing , h e  m e t p e o p le  w h o  h a d  fled  th e  M ing  c a p ita l .  A fter 

q u e s t io n in g  th e m , h e  lea rn ed  w ith  irrep re ss ib le  a n g e r  th a t  h is  

f a th e r  W u X ian g  h a d  b e e n  a r re s te d  a n d  th e i r  fa m ily  a s s e ts  

confisca ted . W hen  he learned  th a t  h is  favorite  s in g e r—co m p an io n  

C hen  Y u a n y u an  h a d  a lso  b e en  d e ta in e d  b y  th e  in su rg e n ts , h is  

b lood  boiled. H e  im m edia te ly  m arch ed  h is  tro o p s back  to  S hanhai 

Pass, w h e re  h e  d e m a n d e d  th a t  h is  tro o p s  c h a n g e  in to  w h ite  

h e lm e ts  a n d  w h ite  su i ts  o f  a rm o r to  s ign ify  h is  d e te rm in a tio n  to  

avenge  E m peror C hongzhen .

A fter le a rn in g  th a t  W u S angu i h a d  re fu sed  to  su rre n d e r , Li 

Z icheng  d ec id ed  to  p ersonally  lead a 200,000-strong force to  a ttack  

S h an h a i Pass. W u Sangui. w h o  h a d  a lw ay s h a d  a  fear o f  p easan t 

t ro o p s ,  w a s  s c a re d  o u t  o f  h i s  w its  b y  th e  im m in e n t  a tta c k . 

T hrow ing  n a tio n a l p ride  o u t  o f  th e  w indow , h e  d isp a tc h ed  a le tter 

by  fast h o rse  to  th e  Q ing c o u rt,  a sk in g  for h e lp  in  p u ttin g  d o w n  

th e  in su rg en ts .

W h en  P rin c e  D orgon , w h o  w a s  re g e n t  o f  th e  Q in g  c o u r t,  

re ce iv e d  W u S a n g u i’s  ca ll fo r  a s s is ta n c e ,  h e  s a w  o p p o r tu n ity  

beckon  a n d  in s tan tly  replied a ffirm atively  to  th e  letter. No so o n er 

sa id  th a n  d o n e , h e  raced a h u n d re d  th o u sa n d  Q ing tro o p s  to w ard  

S h an h a i Pass.

W h en  D orgon a n d  th e  Q in g  a rm y  a rriv e d  o u ts id e  S h a n h a i 

Pass, W u S angu i w a s  a lread y  w a itin g  e x p e c ta n tly  w ith  h is  five 

h u n d re d  bodyguards. H e resignedly  e n trea ted  Dorgon to  h e lp  h im

2
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w ith  h is  revenge. D orgon w a s  h a p p y  to  ob lige , a s  th is  c o u rse  o f  

a c t io n  p e rfe c tly  c o rre sp o n d e d  w ith  h is  o w n  p lan s . W u S angu i 

in v ite d  D orgon in s id e  S h a n h a i Pass, la v ish ly  w in e d  a n d  d in e d  

h im . a n d  sw o re  a  p a c t o f  a llia n c e  in  a  sa c rif ic ia l r i te  c o m p le te  

w ith  th e  b u tc h e rin g  o f  a w h ite  h o rse  a n d  a  b lack  ox.

In  th e  m ean tim e , th e  a rm y  o f  Li Z icheng  ap p ro ach ed  S han h a i 

Pass from  th e  sou th . H e arrayed h is  tw o  h u n d re d  th o u sa n d  troops 

in  a n  im p resseiv e , s in g le  r a n k  s tre tc h in g  fro m  th e  h ills  to  a s  far 

a s  th e  eye  c o u ld  se e  in  th e  d ir e c tio n  o f  th e  sea . T h e  sh re w d  

D o rg o n , s u r v e y in g  t h e  e n e m y  f o r m a t io n  f ro m  a to p  th e  

b a ttlem en ts , knew  th ey  h a d  b e fo re  th e m  a  fo rm id ab le  foe. H e let 

W u Sangui h a v e  th e  h o n o r  o f  tak in g  th e  lead in g  p o s itio n  in  th e  

a d v a n c e  w h ile  h is  Q in g  tro o p s  lay  in  a m b u sh . D orgon a n d  h is  

gen era ls  o bserved  th e  a c tio n  fro m  a  h illto p  a  sa fe  d is ta n c e  aw ay.

As th e  b a ttle  c o m m en ced . Li Z ich en g  c lim b ed  th e  W est H ills 

o n  h is  h o rse  to  d irec t o p e ra tio n s . Soon a f te r  W u S angu i sa llied  

o u t  o f  th e  gate, h is  tro o p s w ere  h e m m e d  in  fro m  left a n d  rig h t by 

in su rg e n ts . T h e  M ing tro o p s  d a sh e d  ab o u t, u n a b le  to  f in d  a  w ay 

o u t  o f  th e  e n c irc lem en t. T h e  in su rg e n ts  fo u g h t a fearless  b a ttle , 

th e ir  w a r c rie s  c rea tin g  a  d e a fe n in g  d in .

As th e  b a ttle  raged, a  s tro n g  g u s t b lew  from  th e  sea, w hipp ing  

u p  a  sa n d  s to rm  th a t  o b sc u red  th e  sky. In  th e  su d d e n  d a rk n ess , 

c o m b a ta n ts  w ere  u n a b le  to  m ak e  o u t  th e  peo p le  a ro u n d  th em . 

T ak in g  a d v an tag e  o f  th e  co n fu sio n , D orgon o rd e re d  h is  te n s  o f  

th o u sa n d s  o f  Q ing tro o p s th a t  h a d  la in  low  in  th e  rear to  lau n ch  a 

lig h tn in g  a ttack  a gainst th e  in su rgen ts , w h o  w ere c au g h t o f f  guard 

a n d  c o u ld n 't tell from  w h ic h  d irec tion  th e  en em y  co m b a tan ts  w ere 

com ing. T hey fell in to  disarray  in a  m o m en t o f  panic a n d  confusion. 

Only w h en  th e  w in d  su b s id ed  a n d  th e  d u s t  se ttled  d id  th ey  realize
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th a t  th ey  h a d  b een  a ttack ed  b y  Q ing tro o p s sp o rtin g  pigtails.

O n th e  W est H ills . Li Z ic h en g  cam e  to  th e  re a liz a tio n  th a t  

Q ing tro o p s  h a d  b een  a d m itte d  in s id e  S h a n h a i Pass. It w a s  to o  

la te  to  reg roup  a n d  fig h t back, so  h e  o rdered  a  retreat. S andw iched  

b e tw e e n  th e  a t ta c k in g  tro o p s  o f  D orgon  a n d  W u S a n g u i th e  

in su rg e n ts  su ffe red  h eav y  casu a ltie s .

Li Z ich en g  re tre a te d  w ith  h is  force , f ig h tin g  to  fe n d  o f f  th e  

tro o p s  o f  W u S angu i. w h o , e m b o ld e n e d  b y  th e  p re sen c e  o f  th e  

Q in g  a rm y , d o g g ed ly  p u rsu e d  th e  in su rg e n ts . T h e  in s u rg e n ts  

re tu rn e d  to  Beijing a  m u ch  w e ak e n e d  force.

F o llo w in g  Li Z ic h en g 's  re tu rn  to  Beijing, a n  e n th ro n e m e n t  

ce rem o n y  w as h e ld  in  th e  g reat ha ll o f  th e  im perial palace, w here  

h e  re c e iv e d  th e  h o m a g e  o f  th e  o f f ic ia ld o m . F irs t  th in g  th e  

fo llo w in g  th e  m o rn in g , h e  led  h is  tro o p s  o u t  o f  Beijing to  m ove 

to w ard  X i'an.

T h e  th ird  d a y  a fte r Li Zichen s dep artu re  fro m  Beijing, D orgon 

a t  th e  h e a d  o f  Q in g  tro o p s  e n te r e d  B eijing  t r iu m p h a n tly .  In  

O c to b er : 644. D orgon b ro u g h t E m pero r S h u n zh i to  Beijing from  

Shen y an g  a n d  m ad e  Beijing th e  cap ita l o f  th e  Q ing D ynasty. T h u s  

began  th e  re ig n  o f  th e  Q ing D y n asty  in  C hina.

T h e  fo llow ing year, th e  Q ing s e n t a  force  to  a ttack  X i'an along
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tw o  ro u tes . O ne ro u te  w a s  tak en  by Ajige. W u Sangui a n d  S hang  

Kexi a n d  th e  o th e r  by  Dodo and  Kong Y oude. l i  Z icheng  resis ted  

th e  Q ing a ttack  a t  th e  h ead  o f  h is  peasant arm y a t Tongguan; after 

a  f ierce b a ttle , lie  w as forced to  ab an d o n  Xi'an a n d  re trea t tow ard  

Xiangyang. A few  m o n th s  later, h is  p easan t a rm y  w a s a ttack ed  by 

th e  local landow ners ' m ilitia in  th e  Jiugong M ountains in  T ongshan  

C ounty . H ubei. Li Z icheng  w as  d e fea ted  a n d  killed.

A t th e  t im e  o f  Li Z ic h en g 's  d e p a r tu re  fro m  B eijing, Z h an g  

X ia n zh o n g  p ro c la im e d  h im s e lf  e m p e ro r  in  S ic h u a n , w ith  th e  

d y n a s ty  n a m e  o f  G reat Xi, a n d  c o n tin u e d  f ig h tin g  th e  Qing. In 

1647. th e  Q in g  s e n t  t r o o p s  in to  S ic h u a n . In  a  b a t t l e  in  th e  

Fenghuang  M o u n ta in s n ear X ichong in  n o rth e rn  S ichuang . Z hang 

X ian zh o n g  w a s  k illed  by  a n  arrow . T h u s , b o th  o f  th e  tw o  m ajo r 

in su rg e n c ie s  in  th e  la te r  p e rio d  o f  th e  M ing e n d ed  in  failure.
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2 i. Shi Kefa’s V alian t 

D efense o f  Y angzhou

W hen  new s o f  E m peror C hon g zh en 's  su ic id e  in  M eishan  Hills 

re ac h ed  th e  M ing au x ilia ry  cap ita l of N anjing, th e  h ig h  o ffic ia ls  

th e re  w e re  th ro w n  in to  e x tre m e  c o n s te rn a tio n . T h ey  p roceeded  

to  in s ta ll  a s  e m p e ro r a  c e r ta in  Z hu  Y ousong . th e  P rince of Fu, a 

m em b e r o f  th e  im p eria l h o u se  w h o  h a d  fled  so u th . T h is  reg im e 

fo u n d e d  in  N an jing  is  k n o w n  to  h is to ry  a s  th e  S o u th e rn  Ming, 

a n d  Z h u  Y o u so n g  is k n o w n  a s  E m peror H ongguang.

E m p ero r H o n g g u an g  w as  a g ro te sq u e  c h a ra c te r  w h o  h a d  a 

h o p e le ss  w e a k n e ss  fo r a lco h o l a n d  sex . T h e  fa tu ity  o f  E m peror 

H o n g g u a n g  e n a b le d  Ma S h iy in g , G o v e rn o r o f  F en g y an g . a n d  

h o ld o v e rs  fro m  W ei Z h o n g x ia n ’s  c liq u e  to  u su rp  th e  p o w e r o f  

th e  S o u th e rn  M ing. E m pero r H ongg u an g  a n d  Ma S h iy in g  never 

in te n d e d  to  f ig h t th e  Q in g  a rm y; th e y  b o th  w a llo w ed  in  carn a l 

p leasures.

S h i K efa, th e  M in is te r  o f  W ar o f  th e  S o u th e rn  M ing, w a s  

a g a in s t th e  id ea  o f  in s ta llin g  Z hu  Y ousong  in  th e  th ro n e , b u t in 

th e  in te re s t  o f  in te rn a l h a rm o n y  h e  gave h is  r e lu c ta n t  c o n se n t. 

A fter th e  accessio n  o f  E m peror H ongguang , Shi Kefa v o lu n tee red  

fo r m ilita ry  d u ty  o n  th e  fro n tline .

I n  t h a t  p e r io d  th e re  w e re  fo u r  M ing a rm ie s  n o r th  o f  th e  

Y angtze, c a lled  th e  F o u r G arriso n s . T h e  c o m m a n d e rs  o f  th e se  

fo u r g a rriso n s  w ere  w ith o u t e x cep tio n  a rro g an t a n d  overbearing . 

T h ey  carv ed  o u t  th e ir  tu r fs , jo c k e y e d  fo r p o w e r a n d  c o n d o n e d
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th e ir  tro o p s ' a tro c itie s  a g a in s t th e  c iv ilia n  p o p u la tio n . Shi Kefa 

w a s  a  m a n  o f  s ta tu re  a n d  h ig h  p restig e  a m o n g  th e  m ilita ry  in  th e  

so u th e rn  Ming. W h en  h e  a rrived  in  Y angzhou. th e  g en era ls  th e re  

d e fe rre d  to  h is  a u th o rity ; w h e th e r  th e y  l ik e d  it o r  no t. S h i Kefa 

personally  w e n t to  see  th o se  genera ls to  urge th e m  to  refra in  from  

in fig h tin g . H e th e n  dep loyed  th em  to  th e  pe rip h ery  o f  Y angzhou 

w h ile  h e  e s ta b lis h e d  h is  c o m m a n d  in s id e  Y an g zh o u . H e  w a s  

k n o w n  as "S uprem e C o m m an d e r Shi."

A s S u p re m e  C o m m a n d e r . S h i K efa w o n  th e  re s p e c t  a n d  

a ffec tion  o f  h is  tro o p s b y  h is  exem plary  b ehav io r a n d  h is  com m on  

to u ch . O n N ew  Y ear's Eve th a t  year. Shi Kefa gave o rd e rs  fo r th e  

tro o p s  to  ta k e  a  r e s t  fo r th e  fe s tiv e  o c c a s io n  a n d  s ta y e d  in  h is  

o ffice  to  read  o ffic ia l c o m m u n ic a tio n s  a n d  m em os. Late a t  n ig h t. 

Shi K efa felt tire d  o f  w o rk in g  a n d  ca lled  th e  co o k  to  ask  h im  to  

p re p are  so m e  food  a n d  w ine.

"In a cc o rd an c e  w ith  y o u r  o rders ."  th e  co o k  rep lied , "all th e  

m ea t in  th e  k itc h e n  w a s  d is tr ib u te d  to  th e  tro o p s  fo r th e  festive  

o ccasio n . T h ere 's  n o th in g  le f t  to  go w ith  y o u r w ine."

"T hen  b r in g  m e  so m e  sa l t  a n d  sa u c e  to  go  w ith  m y  w ine," 

sa id  Shi Kefa.

T h e  cook b ro u g h t h is  w in e  a n d  Shi Kefa began d rin k in g  a t  h is  

d esk . He w as a  m an  w ith  a large  cap acity  fo r a lcohol, h u t he  had  

q u it  d r in k in g  a f te r  tak in g  u p  h is  p o st in  Y angzhou. T h at evening, 

h o w e v e r, h e  n e e d e d  a n  a lc o h o lic  b o o s t  to  s ta y  aw ak e . As h is  

th o u g h ts  tu rn e d  to  th e  d ifficu lties  th e  c o u n try  w a s  going th rough  

a n d  th e  ra m p a n t g o v e rn m e n t c o rru p tio n  a n d  in co m p e te n ce , he  

w as filled  w ith  fru s tra tio n  a n d  w orry. T ea rs  s tre a m e d  d o w n  his 

face  as lie  re filled  h is  c u p  w ith o u t realizing it; so o n  he had  d ru n k  

lo o  m u ch  a n d  fell asleep  o n  h is  desk , in tox icated .
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T h e  n e x t  m o rn in g , w h e n  th e  c iv il a n d  m ili ta ry  o f f ic ia ls  of 

Y angzhou cam e  as u su a l to  th e  S u p rem e  C o m m an d er’s  o ffice  to  

tra n s a c t  o ffic ia l b u s in e ss , th e y  fo u n d  th e  d o o r  s till  tig h tly  sh u t. 

T h is  w a s  h ig h ly  u n u su a l b ecau se  t h e  S u p rem e  C o m m an d e r w as 

n o rm a l ly  a n  e a r ly  r is e r . A fte r  a  w h i le  a  s o ld ie r  c a m e  o u t  to  

a n n o u n c e  ’T h e  S uprem e C o m m an d er h a d  a  few  d rin k s  la s t n igh t 

a n d  h a s  n o t  y e t w o k en  up."

R en M in y u . G o v e rn o r  o f  Y a n g z h o u . s a id ,  "T he  S u p re m e  

C o m m a n d e r is  overw orked . It is  n o t  o f te n  th a t  h e  ge ts su c h  rest. 

Let’s  n o t  d is tu rb  h is  sleep . H e n e e d s  it." H e ca lled  in  th e  n ig h t 

w a tch m an  a n d  in s tru c te d  h im  to  k eep  signaling  o n  h is  d ru m  th e  

o n e  to  tw o  a .m . h o u rs  in  o rd e r  to  m ak e  Shi K efa b e liev e  it w as 

s till  n ig h t.

W h en  S h i K efa w o k e  u p  to  f in d  it w a s  la te  m o rn in g  a n d  yet 

th e  n ig h t w a tc h m a n  w a s s till  b e a tin g  th e  o n e  to  tw o  a .m . h o u rs  

o n  h is  d ru m , h e  flew  in to  a  rage.

He su m m o n ed  a  so ld ie r  a n d  d em a n d ed , "W ho is  m ark in g  th e  

w ro n g  h o u rs  o n  h is  n ig h tw a tc h  d ru m  in  v io la tio n  o f  m y orders?"

T h e  so ld ie r  e x p la in ed  th e  in s tru c tio n s  given by  R en Y um in . 

Shi Kefa c a lm ed  d o w n  a n d  su m m o n e d  th e  o ffic ia ls  to  beg in  th e  

d a / s  b u sin ess.

F rom  th a t  d a y  o n  Shi K efa d e c id e d  n ev er to  d r in k  a n o th e r  

d rop .

W hen Dodo m arched  a  m assive Q ing arm y against th e  Southern 

M ing, S h i K efa led  th e  c o m m a n d e rs  o f  t h e  Four G a rr is o n s  in 

re s is tin g  th e  Q ing advance, w ith  so m e  success. But th e  S o u th ern  

M ing  g o v e rn m e n t w a s  ra ck e d  by  in te rn a l  s tr ife : G en era l Z uo  

Liangyu. g a rriso n ed  in  W uchang , b eg an  m arc h in g  h is  tro o p s  on  

Nanjing in a  co n te st o f  pow er w ith  Ma Shiying. Frightened to  death .
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Ma Shiy ing  im m edia te ly  o rd ered  lire tro o p s o f  th e  Four G arrisons 

n o rth  o f  th e  Y angtze to  c o m e  b ack  to  th e  c ap ita l to  c o n fro n t Zuo 

Liangyu. He a lso  o rdered , in  th e  n am e  of E m peror H ongguang. Shi 

Kefa to  re tu rn  to  N anjing  w ith  h is  tro o p s to  p ro tec t him .

Shi Kefa k n ew  h e  sh o u ld  n o t leave Y angzhou w h e n  th e  Q ing 

a rm y  w as th re a te n in g  to  a ttack . But in  th e  in te re s t o f  e as in g  th e  

in te rn a l te n s io n s  in  th e  M ing c o u rt, h e  h a d  n o  a lte rn a tiv e  b u t  to 

re tu rn  to  N anjing w ith  h is  troops. W hen  h e  c ro ssed  th e  Y angtze, 

h e  le a rn ed  th a t  Z uo  Liangyu h a d  b een  d e fea ted : b y  th e  t im e  h e  

dou b led  back, th e  Q ing arm y w as a lready w ith in  s tr ik in g  d is tan ce  

o f  Y angzhou.

S h i Kefa issu e d  a n  u rg en t ap p ea l fo r th e  c o m m a n d e rs  o f  th e  

g a rriso n s  to  converge  on  Y angzhou to  h e lp  w ith  its  d e fen se . But 

d a y s  p a sse d  w ith  n o  re sp o n se . Shi K efa rea lized  th a t  h e  h a d  to 

fig h t th e  b a ttle  w i th o u t  c o u n tin g  o n  e x te rn a l he lp , re ly ing  on ly  

o n  th e  m ilita ry  a n d  c iv ilia n s  in s id e  Y angzhou.

W hen  th e  Q ing arm y  arrived  a t th e  foo t o f  th e  c ity  w alls. D odo 

s e n t  a n  e m issa ry  to  Y angzhou  to  u rge Shi Kefa to  s u rre n d e r. He 

se n t lo u r  e m issa r ie s  in su c c ess io n  a n d  e ac h  w a s  reb u ffed  by Shi 

Kefa. In  a  rage. D odo o rd e re d  a siege.

Y an g zh o u  w a s  in  d ire  d a n g e r  a n d  so m e  c o m m a n d e rs  w ith  

le s s  th a n  s te ad y  ne rv es w ere  frig h te n ed . T h e  n e x t d a y  a  regional 

c o m m a n d e r  a n d  a n  A rm y S u p e rv iso r w e n t o u t  o f  th e  c ity  w ith  

th e ir  respec tive  tro o p s  a n d  su rren d ered  to  th e  Q ing arm y, w ith o u t 

S h i K efa's k now ledge. T h e  c ity  d e fe n se s  w ere  fu r th e r  w eak en ed  

a s  a  resu lt.

Shi K efa a sse m b le d  a ll th e  o ff ic ia ls  a n d  lea d e rs  o f  th e  c ity  

a n d  c a lle d  o n  th e m  to  u n i te  a g a in s t  th e  Q in g  a t ta c k e r s .  H e 

assig n ed  th e m  to  v a rio u s task s. A ccording to  h is  a sse ssm e n t, th e
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w e s t  g a te  w a s  th e  m o s t v ita l lin k  in  th e  l in e  o f  d e fe n se , so  he 

a s su m e d  p e rso n a l c o m m a n d  th ere . T h e  tro o p s  w ere  in sp ired  by 

th e  ca lm  d e te rm in a tio n  o f  Shi K efa a n d  v o w ed  to  f ig h t to  th e ir  

la s t  b re a th s  by th e  S u p rem e  C o m m an d e r's  side.

D odo m o u n te d  a  c o n tin u o u s  a s s a u lt  o n  th e  c ity  by  ro ta tin g  

h is  tro o p s. As th e  v a lia n t p eo p le  a n d  tro o p s  d e fe n d in g  Y angzhou 

th w a r te d  o n e  w a v e  o f  a tta c k ,  a n o th e r  w av e  o f  Q in g  so ld ie rs  

w o u ld  ta k e  th e  p lace  o f  th e  d e a d  c o m ra d e s  b e fo re  th e m . T h e  

s i t u a t io n  w a s  b e c o m in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  p r e c a r io u s  fo r  th e  

d e fe n d e rs  o f  th e  c ity .

D o d o  s o o n  e s c a la te d  th e  a t t a c k  by  u s in g  c a n n o n s .  H is  

in te llig e n c e  to ld  h im  th a t  th e  w e s t  g a te  w a s  th e  m o s t h eav ily  

d e fen d e d  sp o t a n d  w a s  u n d e r  Shi K efa’s  p e rso n a l co m m an d . H e 

o rd e re d  h is  g u n n e rs  to  sh e ll th e  n o r th w e s t  c o rn e r  o f  th e  city . 

U n d e r  th e  s te a d y  b o m b a rd m e n t, th e  w all se c tio n  n e a r  th e  w est 

g a te  c ru m b led  a n d  a  gap  appeared .

As Shi Kefa w as  d irec tin g  th e  in h a b ita n ts  a n d  tro o p s to  repair 

th e  b reach , large n u m b ers  o f  Q ing tro o p s sw arm ed  in to  th e  city . 

R ealizing t h e  c ity  c o u ld  n o  lo n g er b e  d e fe n d e d , S h i K efa p u lled  

o u t  h is  sw o rd  a n d  sw u n g  it to w ard  h is  neck , b u t  h e  w as  quickly  

tack led  by  nearb y  co m m a n d ers  w h o  w rested  h is  sw o rd  from  him . 

S h i K efa re fu se d  to  leave  Y a n g zh o u  b u t  h is  s u b a l te rn s  coaxed  

a n d  d ragged  h im  to  sa fe ty  th ro u g h  th e  e a s t  gate. T h ey  ran  in to  a 

g ro u p  o f  Q ing so ld ie rs  w h o , se e in g  Shi K efa in  a n  o ffic ia l gow n 

o f  th e  M ing co u rt, yelled  a t  h im  to  reveal h is  id en tity .

S h i Kefa, n o t  w ish in g  to  im p lic a te  o th e rs , s h o u te d :  "1 am  

S u p rem e C o m m an d e r Shi. Tm  ready  to  die!"

In  April 1645 Y angzhou fell to  th e  Q ing a n d  Shi Kefa w a s  killed.

D odo, an g ered  by th e  h eav y  c a su a ltie s  su ffe red  b y  th e  Q ing
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a rm y  in  th e  a s s a u l t  o n  th e  c ity , c o m m itte d  a c r im e  a g a in s t  

h u m a n ity  by  o rd e rin g  th e  m assac re  o f  Y angzhou’s  in h a b ita n ts . 

T h e  a tro c ity  w e n t o n  for ten  d a y s  a n d  is  k n o w n  to  h is to ry  a s  th e  

T e n  D ays in  Y angzhou."

In  th e  w ake  o f  th e  m assacre. Shi Kefa's ad op tive  son  Shi Dewei 

w e n t in to  th e  c ity  to  look  fo r th e  re m a in s  o f  Shi Kefa. B ut th e re  

w e re  s im p ly  to o  m a n y  d e a d  b o d ie s : a ll d e c o m p o se d  b e y o n d  

reco g n itio n  in  th e  h o t  w e a th e r. H e h a d  to  c o n te n t  h im s e lf  w ith  

b u ry in g  a n  o f f ic ia l  g o w n  a n d  a ta b le t  (h e ld  d u r in g  im p e ria l  

a u d ie n c e s )  u se d  by S h i K efa in  a to m b  in  M o u n t M e ih u a lin g  

o u ts id e  Y angzhou. T h is  to m b  co n ta in in g  o n ly  a rtic le s  o f  c lo th in g  

b e lo n g in g  to  S h i Kefa h a s  b e en  p reserv ed  to  th is  day.

Several d ay s a fte r th e  fall o f  Yangzhou, th e  Q ing arm y  cap tured  

N anjing. O fficials o f  th e  S o u th ern  M ing e ith e r  su rren d ered  o r  fled 

a n d  th e  regim e o f  E m peror H ongguang  w as  toppled .

T he Q ing c o n tin u e d  its  so u th w a rd  advance. It issu ed  a n  o rder 

th a t  gave th e  C h in ese  people  ten  d a y s  to  a d o p t th e  Q ing (M anchu) 

c u s to m  o f  sh av in g  th e  f ro n t h a lf  o f  th e ir  h ead  leav ing  a p igtail a t 

th e  b ack . V io laters w o u ld  b e  execu ted : " if  you  w a n t  to  keep  your 

head , lose  y o u r ha ir, i f  you w an t to  keep  y o u r h a ir , lose  y o u r head." 

T h is  fu r th e r  an tag o n ized  th e  peo p le  so u th  o f  th e  Y angtze. U nder 

th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f  Y an Y in g y u an , a  m in o r  o ffic ia l o f  J ian g y in . its  

i n h a b i ta n t s  a n d  tro o p s  h e ld  th e  to w n  a g a in s t  tw o  h u n d re d  

th o u sa n d  Q in g  tro o p s  for m ore  th a n  e ig h ty  d ay s. N ot o n e  o f  its 

in h a b i ta n t s  su r re n d e re d  a n d  th e  Q in g  tro o p s  s u f fe re d  h eav y  

casu a ltie s  in  th e  b a ttle . In J iad ing , its  peop le  a n d  m ilita ry  fou g h t 

th e  Q ing tro o p s  fo r th re e  m o n th s  a n d  su ffe red  th re e  m assacre s 

c o s tin g  tw e n ty  th o u sa n d  lives. T h is  a tro c ity  is  k n o w n  to  h isto ry  

a s  th e  'T h re e  M assacres o f  Jiad ing ."

2
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2 2. Z heng  C henggong 

Recovers T aiw an

A fter E m peror Longwu e stab lish ed  a regim e in  Fuzhou. H uan g  

D aozhou . a c o m m itte d  a n ti-Q in g  m in is te r  o f  h is . w a s  e a g e r  to  

h e lp  E m pero r Longw u to  la u n c h  a n o r th e rn  e x p e d itio n  ag a in s t 

th e  Q ing. But Z h en g  Z h ilo n g , w h o  c o n tro lle d  th e  m ilita ry , w a s  

m o re  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t  p re se rv in g  h i s  m ili ta ry  s t r e n g th  th a n  

r isk in g  it in  a m ili ta ry  o p e ra tio n . A y e a r  la te r , w h e n  th e  Q ing 

m a rc h e d  o n  F u zh o u  a n d  s e n t  a n  e m iss a ry  to  p e rsu a d e  h im  to  

s u r re n d e r .  Z h e n g  Z h ilo n g  c o u ld  n o t  r e s is t  th e  te m p ta t io n  o f  

w e a lth  a n d  p o w e r a n d  s u r re n d e re d  to  th e  Q ing , a b a n d o n in g  

E m peror Longwu. T h a t spe lled  th e  e n d  o f  th e  L ongw u regim e.

Z h en g  Z hilong 's so n . Z heng  C henggong. w as  a  y o u n g  general 

o f  22. Z h e n g  C h e n g g o n g  h a d  t r ie d  to  ta lk  h i s  f a th e r  o u t  o f  

su r re n d e r in g  to  th e  Q ing. W h en  h e  rea lized  h is  fa th e r  w a s  no t 

a m e n ab le  to  reaso n  a n d  p e rs is ted  in  h is  d e fec tio n , h e  left h o m e  

in  a n n o y a n c e  a n d  w e n t  to  N an’a o  Is la n d , w h e re  h e  re c ru ite d  

severa l th o u s a n d  m en  to  c o n tin u e  f ig h tin g  th e  Q ing. T h e  Q ing 

saw  a n  o u ts ta n d in g  general in  Z heng  C henggong a n d  tried  several 

t im e s  to  co-op t h im  b u t w ere  reb u ffed  e ac h  tim e. T h e  Q ing a rm y  

d isp a tc h e d  Z heng  C henggong’s  y o u n g e r b ro th e r  carry in g  a  le tte r  

f ro m  th e ir  fa th e r . Z h en g  Z h ilo n g . u rg in g  h im  to  s u b m it  to  th e  

Qing.

"If you  c o n tin u e  to  re fu se  to  su rren d er."  w a rn ed  h is  b ro th er, 

“o u r  fa th e r 's  life w ill b e  in  danger."

2 3
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Z h en g  C h en g g o n g  re m a in e d  u n sw a y e d  a n d  d iso w n e d  h is  

fa th e r  Z heng  Z hilong  in  a  w r it te n  reply.

Z heng  C henggong’s  force  grew  a n d  h e  b u ilt a  navy in  X iam en. 

In  a llian ce  w ith  th e  an ti-Q ing  general Z hang  H uangyan, h e  sailed 

a  sea-go ing  fleet o f  sh ip s  w ith  170.000 tro o p s  in to  th e  Y angtze in 

a n  a tta c k  o n  N an jin g  by  lan d  a n d  w a te r. H is flee t fo u g h t its  way 

in to  N anjing , b u t  h e  w a s  foo led  by a fake su rre n d e r  by  th e  Q ing 

arm y. H e re tu rn e d  to  X iam en, d e fea ted .

By th e  tim e  o f  Z heng  C henggong’s re tu rn  to  X iam en, th e  Q ing 

h a d  ta k e n  co n tro l o f  m o s t o f  F u jian . T h e  Q ing a rm y  im p o se d  a 

b lockade  against Z heng  by o rd erin g  all s e ttle m e n ts  a long  th e  coast 

o f  Fujian a n d  G uangdong  m o v ed  in la n d  by fo rty  li to  d e n y  Z heng  

C henggong  log istical su p p o rt. W ith  h is  so u rce  o f  m an p o w er and  

fu n d s  d ry in g  up . h e  d e c id ed  to  m ove h is  o p e ra tio n s  t o  T aiw an.

T a iw a n  h a d  b een  C h in ese  te r r i to ry  s in c e  tim e  im m em o ria l. 

H o w e v e r , h a v in g  t a k e n  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h e  c o r r u p t io n  a n d  

in c o m p e te n c e  o f  th e  M ing  in  i ts  la te r  y e a rs , th e  D u tc h  n o w  

o c c u p ie d  c o a s ta l  a re a s  o f  T a iw a n  a n d  h a d  b u ilt  fo r tif ic a tio n s . 

I h e  peo p le  o f  T aiw an  rebelled  ag a in st th e  h a rsh  lev ies im posed  

by th e  D utch , bu t th e ir  freq u en t u p ris in g s  w ere p u t  d o w n  by  th e  

D utch  invaders.

Z heng C henggong h a d  v isited  T aiw an w ith  h is  fa th e r  w h en  he 

w a s  a n  a d o le sc e n t .  W itn e s s in g  th e  h a r s h  life  o f  th e  T a iw a n  

in h a b ita n ts  u n d e r a lien  rule, h e  becam e o bsessed  w ith  th e  idea  o f  

recovering  T aiw an  fro m  foreign o ccu p a tio n . Now m ore  th a n  ever 

d e te rm in e d  to  expel th e  in v ad ers, h e  co m m iss io n ed  th e  bu ild in g  

o f  sh ip s  a n d  s to re d  u p  ra tio n s  in  p rep ara tio n  for a  crossing.

A m a n  n a m e d  H e T in g b in . w h o  h a d  b e en  a n  in te rp re te r  for 

th e  D u tc h  tro o p s , c a m e  a t  t h is  t im e  to  X iam en  to  se e  Z h en g
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C henggong  a n d  u rged  h im  to  recover T aiw an  fro m  th e  D utch . He 

s a id  t h a t  th e  p e o p le  o f  T a iw a n , s u f fe r in g  u n d e r  th e  D u tc h  

invaders, h a d  long  c o n sid e red  a revolt. W ith  th e  a rrival o f  Zheng’s 

tro o p s, th e y  w ere  su re  to  ru n  th e  e n em y  o f f  T a iw an . H e T ingb in  

gave Z heng  a  m a p  o f  T aiw an  sh o w in g  th e  d e ta ils  o f  th e  m ilita ry  

d ep lo y m en t o f  th e  D utch  invaders. W ith  th is  reliable in fo rm atio n  

in  h a n d . Z h en g  C henggong  fe lt g rea te r c o n fid e n ce  in  h is  p lan n ed  

a tta c k  o n  T aiw an .

In  M arch 1661. leav in g  h is  son  Z h en g  J in g  in  c h arg e  o f  th e  

d e fe n se  o f  X iam en  w ith  so m e  troops. Z heng  C henggong a n d  h is  

flee t o f h u n d re d s  o f  b a tt le  s h ip s  carry in g  tw en ty -fiv e  th o u sa n d  

tro o p s  se t o u t from  J in m e n  (Quem oyl. T h ey  b rav ed  th e  w aves o f  

th e  T aiw an  S tra it a n d  a rrived  a t  th e  Penghu Is la n d s  (Portuguese 

nam e: th e  P escad o res), w h e re  th e y  p a u se d  fo r a  fe w  d a y s  rest, 

preparing  for th e  voyage to  T aiw an. Som e officers a n d  tro o p s w ere 

a p p reh e n s iv e  a b o u t th e  c a n n o n s  o f  th e  E uropeans, w h ic h , th e y  

h a d  heard , w ere lethal. Z heng  C henggong m oved  h is  o w n  flagship  

to  th e  fro n t o f  th e  fleet in a n  a tte m p t to  b o o st tro o p  m orale.

T h e r e 's  n o th in g  t o  fear fro m  th e  c a n n o n s  o f  th e  re d h ea d ed  

D utch." h e  d eclared . "Just fo llow  m y  ship!"

T h e  D u tc h  in v a d e r s  w e re  r a t t l e d  by  th e  n e w s  o f  Z h e n g  

C h en g g o n g 's  a tta c k  o n  T aiw an . T h ey  c o n c e n tra te d  th e ir  tro o p s  

in  th e  fo rtre sse s  in  T ay o an  C ity (D utch  nam e: Fort Z eeland ia . in 

presen t-day  Dongpinsjl a n d  C hikan (D utch n a m e  Fort Providentia. 

in  to d ay 's  T ain an ) a n d  sa n k  a n u m b e r o f  o ld  sh ip s  in  th e  h a rb o rs  

to  p re v en t Z h en g 's  s h ip s  fro m  b erth in g .

W ith  H e  T in g b in  a s  g u id e .  Z h e n g  C h e n g g o n g ’s  f le e t  

su c c ess fu lly  to o k  a d v an tag e  o f  h ig h  t id e  to  e n te r  Lu’e rm e n  a n d  

lan d  th e ir  tro o p s  o n  th e  T aiw an  shore.

)
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Large c ro w d s  o f  T a iw a n  in h a b i ta n ts  w e lco m ed  th e  Z h en g  

tro o p s  by  b r in g in g  w a te r  a n d  te a  to  th e m . W h en  th e  f lu s te re d  

D u tch  tro o p  lead er en sco n ced  in th e  fo rt s e n t a  h u n d re d  so ld iers 

a g a in s t th e m , Z h en g  C henggong  o rd e re d  h is  tro o p s  to  su rro u n d  

th e  D u tc h  so ld ie rs . O n e  D u tch  o ff ic e r  w a s  k ille d  a n d  th e  rest 

d isp e rse d  in  defea t.

T h e  D u tc h  in v a d e rs  c a lled  in  th e i r  la rg e s t b a tt le s h ip .  T he 

co lo ssu s bore  d o w n  o n  th e  Z heng  fleet in  a n  a tte m p t to  s to p  h im  

fro m  la n d in g  m o re  t ro o p s .  W ith o u t  lo s in g  h is  c o o l. Z h e n g  

m an eu v ered  h is  s ix ty  b a ttle sh ip s  in to  a c irc le  a ro u n d  th e  D utch  

sh ip . Z h en g 's  sh ip s  w ere  sm a lle r  b u t  a lso  n im b le r, w h e n  Z heng  

gave th e  o rd er, th e  s ix ty  sh ip s  fired  th e ir  c a n n o n s  a t  th e  D utch  

sh ip , s e t t in g  it a lig h t. T h e  flam es tu rn e d  th e  sea  su rfa c e  b rig h t 

red . As th e  D u tc h  s h ip  b eg an  to  s in k , th re e  o th e r  D u tch  sh ip s  

b e ca m e  a la rm e d  a n d  th e y  tu rn e d  ta il a n d  s te am ed  aw ay.

S oundly  bea ten  in  th e  enco u n ter, th e  D utch  in v aders b a ttened  

d o w n  in  th e  tw o  fo rtresses , n o t d a r in g  to  v e n tu re  o u t to  engage  

th e  Z h en g  force . W h ile  q u ie tly  se n d in g  a n  e m issa ry  to  B atavia 

(m o d e m  Java) fo r he lp , th e y  d isp a tc h e d  a n  e n v o y  to  th e  Z heng  

h e a d q u a r te r s  to  a p p e a l  fo r  p e a c e . T h e y  o f f e r e d  a  h u n d r e d  

th o u s a n d  tae ls  o f  s ilv e r  in  re tu rn  fo r th e  Z h en g  a rm y 's  p u llin g  

o u t o f  T aiw an .

Z heng  C henggong. h is  eyebrow s ra ised  in  ind ig an tio n , replied, 

T a iw a n  h a s  a lw ay s  b een  C h in ese  territo ry . It is  w ith in  o u r  rig h t 

to  reco v er th is  lan d . I f  you  in s is t  o n  s ta y in g  h e re , w e  w ill d riv e  

you  o u t by  force!"

A fter re b u ffin g  (h e  D u tch  peace  o v e rtu re . Z h en g  C henggong  

la u n c h e d  a s tro n g  o ffe n s iv e  a g a in s t C h ik an  (Fort P rov iden tia). 

T h e  D utch  fo rce  a t  (h e  fo rt p u t  u p  a  s t i f f  re s is tan c e  a n d  Z heng 's
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a tta ck  sta lled . A local m an  gave v ita l in fo rm a tio n  to  Z heng’s  army: 

C h ik an  received  i ts  f re sh w a te r  from  th e  h ills  o u ts id e  th e  city: if  

th e  w a te r w as  c u t off, th e  D utch  d e fe n se  w o u ld  c ru m b le  w ith o u t 

a  figh t. Z h en g  to o k  th e  a d v ice  a n d  w ith in  th re e  d ay s th e  D utch 

a t  C h ikan  su rren d ered .

T h e  D utch  in v ad e rs  o ccu p y in g  T ay o an  C ity (Fort Z eelandia) 

k ep t u p  th e ir  re s is tan c e  w h ile  w a itin g  fo r re in fo rcem en ts . Z heng  

d e c id e d  to  fo rce  th e m  to  su rre n d e r  by a  lo n g  siege. A fter e ig h t 

m o n th s  o f  siege. Z h en g  la u n c h e d  a n  a ll-o u t a s s a u lt  o n  th e  fort. 

T h e  D utch defen d ers , se n sin g  th ey  h a d  ru n  o u t o f  o p tio n s , h o isted  

th e  w h i te  flag. In  e a rly  1662. th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  D u tc h  in v ad e rs  

w e n t  to  Z h e n g  C h e n g g o n g ’s  h e a d q u a r te r s  to  s ig n  th e  D u tc h  

s u rre n d e r  t h a t  e n d e d  th e  D utch  p re sen c e  o n  T aiw an.

Z h en g  C hen g g o n g ’s  reco v e ry  o f  T a iw a n , a n  in te g ra l p a r t  o f  

C hinese  territo ry , from  th e  D utch  in v ad ers h a s  e a rn ed  h im  a p lace 

in  C h in ese  h is to ry  a s  a  g rea t patrio t.
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23. Li D ingguo C am paigns 

in S o u th w es t  C hina

A fte r th e  fa ll o f  th e  S o u th e rn  M ing reg im es o f  L ongw u a n d  

th e  P rince o f  Lu. th e  Q in g  s e n t  i ts  a rm y  a lo n g  th re e  ro u te s  in to  

s o u th w e s t  C h in a . Q u  S h is i .  a  M ing  o f f ic ia l  in  L ian g g u an g , 

a lo n g sid e  o th e r  M ing officials, h a iled  Z hu  Y o u lang  (Prince o f  Gui) 

a s  e m p e ro r  in  Z h ao q in g  w ith  th e  re ig n  n a m e  o f  Y ongli. H e  is 

k n o w n  to  h is to ry  a s  E m peror Yongli.

In  N ovem ber 1647, re m n a n t tro o p s  o f  th e  G reat S h u n  u n d e r 

th e  com m an d  o f th e  M ing general H eT engjiao  w on  a m ajor victory 

in Q uan zh o u  ag a in st th e  Q ing arm y. Qu Shisi a lso  repelled a  Qing 

a ttack  in G uilin. T h e  S o u th e rn  M ing m ilita ry  w as rid ing  high; bu t 

soon  H uguang  a n d  G uangxi w ere re taken  by th e  Q ing a s  a  re su lt o f  

in te rn a l  d is u n i ty  in  th e  reg im e o f  th e  P rince o f  Gui. T w o  y ears 

later He Tengjiao w a s  cap tu red  and  k illed in  X iangtan a n d  Q u Shisi 

w as  a lso  killed a f te r  G uilin fell to  th e  Q ing arm y. As th e  reg im e o f  

th e  Prince o f  Gui tee te red  o n  th e  b rink  o f  collapse, th e  Daxi (Great 

W est) p e asan t a rm y  led  by Li D ingguo b ecam e a  m ajo r p lay er in  

th e  anti-Q ing cause. I t  o p erated  in th e  so u th w e st fo r over a  decade.

Li D ingguo w as  o n e  o f  th e  fo u r to p  co m m a n d ers  u n d e r  Z hang 

X ianzhong . Both h e  a n d  S u n  K ew ang. h is  se n io r, w e re  Z h an g 's  

a d o p tiv e  so n s . A fte r th e  d e a th  o f  Z hang . Sun  a n d  Li led  th e  fifty  

to  s ix ty  th o u sa n d  in su rg e n ts  in to  G u izh o u  a n d  Y u n n a n  in  th e  

so u th w e s t. T h ey  p ro p o sed  to  E m peror Y ongli th a t  th e y  fo rm  an 

a llian ce  a g a in s t th e  Q ing. A fter several flip-flops, E m peror Y ongli

2 4
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w a s finally  fo rced  by th e  c ritica l s i tu a tio n  h e  fo u n d  h im s e lf  in  to  

e n l is t  th e  h e lp  o f  th e  Daxi a rm y  a n d  p ro n o u n c e d  S u n  K ew ang 

Prince o f  Qin.

An a m b it io u s  m an . Sun  K ew ang  so o n  h a d  E m pero r Y ongli 

u n d e r  h is  th u m b  a n d  b ecam e a  local ty ran t in  G uiyang. T h e  an ti- 

Q ing c a u s e  w a s  fa r fro m  h is  th o u g h ts . Li D ingguo. o n  th e  o th e r  

h a n d , re m a in e d  c o m m itte d  to  th e  f ig h t a g a in s t th e  Q ing . I n  a 

y e a r  h e  h a d  ra is e d  th i r t y  th o u s a n d  w e l l- t r a in e d  tro o p s  a n d  

activ e ly  p u sh e d  fo r th e  m a n u fa c tu re  o f  w e ap o n s  a n d  a rm o r. He 

h ire d  e le p h a n t  t ra in e rs  to  fo rm  a n  e le p h a n t  b rigade . W h en  th e  

co n d itio n s  ripened, h e  m arched  h is  tro o p s a g a in st th e  Q ing arm y.

Li h a d  a w e ll-d isc ip lined  a rm y  w ith  a  h ig h  m orale. H is force 

b a ttled  its w ay  from  Y u n n an  a n d  G uizhou  to  H u n an , w in n in g  an  

u n b ro k en  strin g  o f  v icto ries a n d  recap tu ring  a  n u m b er o f  strategic 

tow ns. It th e n  m arched  o n  G uilin  a long  th ree  routes. Kong Youde, 

th e  Q ing co m m an d er defen d in g  G uilin sen t h is  troops ou t to  engage 

th e  en em y  several tim es b u t each  tim e  h is  troops lied b efore  battle  

w a s  jo in e d . K ong Y ou d e  d e c id e d  to  p e rso n a lly  lead  a f o rce  to  

Y anguan to  co n fro n t th e  M ing troops. Li D ingguo's im pressive arm y 

w a s  p reced ed  by th e  b rig ad e  o f  ta ll e le p h a n ts , w h o se  tru m p e ts  

s ta rtled  th e  b a ttle  ho rses  o f  th e  Q ing arm y  a n d  sen t th em  ru n n in g  

in all d irections. As a  heavy ra in  fell am id  th u n d erc lap s a n d  flashes 

o f  lightning, d ie  e lep h an ts  charged ah ead  and  th e  Q ing tro o p s w ere 

d e fea ted . M any w ere  killed  by  th e  p u rsu in g  M ing army.

Kong Y o u d e  b ea t a  h a s ty  re tre a t w ith  h is  tro o p s in to  th e  c ity  

o f  G u ilin  a n d  c lo se d  th e  c ity  g a te . Li D ingguo  s u r ro u n d e d  th e  

c ity  w ith  h is  tro o p s and  m o u n ted  round-the-c lock  a ssau lts . W hen 

Kong Y oude c lim bed  th e  b a ttle m e n ts  to  d irec t o p erations, h e  w as 

h i t  by  a n  a rro w  o n  th e  fo rehead . Follow ing th is  near-fa ta l injury.
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h e  w a s  to ld  th a t  th e  h ig h  g ro u n d  n o rth  o f  th e  c ity  h a d  b een  taken  

by  Li's tro o p s . D is tra u g h t, h e  s ta r te d  a  f ire  a n d  th re w  h im s e lf  

in to  th e  flam es.

Li D in g g u o  e n te r e d  G u ilin  w ith  h is  t ro o p s . As a  c le a n -u p  

o p e ra tio n  w e n t on . h e  appea led  for p u b lic  ca lm  a n d  inv ited  back  

th e  S o u th e rn  M ing o ffic ia ls  w h o  h a d  fled  in to  th e  hills.

At a b a n q u e t  th ro w n  by Li D in g g u o  a t  Q ix in g y an  fo r  th e  

o fficials, h e  to ld  th em . "Our s itu a tio n  is  a k in  to  th a t  p revailing  in 

th e  w a n in g  y ears o f  th e  S o u th ern  Song. Y ou a re  a d m ire rs  o f  W en 

T ian x ian g . Lu X iufu  a n d  Z h an g  Shijie . T h ey  hav e  e a rn e d  a  p lace 

in  h is to ry  as g rea t p a trio ts . W e a re  p a tr io ts  to o  b u t. w e  d o n 't  w a n t 

o u r  c o u n try  to  go th e  w ay  o f  th e  Song in  its  last gasps."

T he officials w ere deeply im pressed by Li’s  vision and  perspective

W h e n  E m p e ro r Y ong li re c e iv e d  n e w s  o f  th e  v ic to ry , h e  

declared  Li D ingguo P rince o f  Xining. Li w e n t o n  to  tak e  Y ongzhou, 

H eng y an g  a n d  C han g sh a . As h is  a rm y  ap p ro ach ed  Y uezhou . th e  

Q in g  c o u rt  w a s  g rea tly  a la rm e d  a n d  im m e d ia te ly  s e n t  P rin ce  

N ikan w ith  a h u n d re d  th o u sa n d  tro o p s  to  re tak e  C han g sh a . Not 

w a n t in g  to  d ire c tly  c o n f ro n t  a  s tro n g  e n e m y . Li p u lle d  o u t  o f  

C h a n g s h a  b y  c h o ic e  b u t  la id  a n  a m b u s h  a lo n g  th e  w ay  to  

H engyang . N ikan  led  h is  tro o p s  in  p u rsu it  a n d  w a lk ed  in to  th e  

trap . H e w a s  h ack ed  to  d e a th  in  th e  b a ttle .

Li’s  v ic to rie s  a ro u sed  th e  je a lo u sy  o f  S un  Kewang. th e  P rince 

o f  Q in. S u n  in v ited  Li D ingguo t o  m ee t w ith  h im  o n  th e  p re tex t 

o f  d is c u s s in g  a ffa irs  o f  s ta te , w ith  th e  in te n tio n  o f  e lim in a tin g  

Li. D iscovering S u n 's  in te n tio n s . Li D ingguo left H u n a n  w ith  h is  

tro o p s  a n d  re tu rn e d  to  Y u n n an . In  a b id  to  ra ise  h is  o w n  s ta tu re  

a n d  p restig e . Sun  K ew ang led  a fo rce  in to  H u n a n  to  a tta c k  th e  

Q ing a rm y  b u t su ffe red  a  m ajo r defea t.
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T h e  a m b it io u s  S u n  K ew an g  a t te m p te d  to  fo rce  E m p e ro r 

Y ongli to  ced e  th e  th ro n e  to  h im . K now ing  h e  m u s t e lim in a te  Li 

D ingguo in  o rd e r to  acco m p lish  th is , h e  led  a  i4o.ooo-strong force 

in to  Y u n n a n  to  a tta c k  Li. But h is  tro o p s  w ere  d isg u s te d  by  h is  

d iv is iv e  tac tic s; w h e n  b a tt le  b eg an , th e y  sw itc h e d  th e ir  loyalty  

to  Li D in g g u o  a n d  S u n 's  a rm y  s u f f e re d  a  d e b a c le . W h en  Sun  

K ew an g  fled  b a ck  to  G u iyang , th e  tro o p s  o f  G u iy a n g  w a n te d  

n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  h im . W ith  n o w h e re  to  tu r n ,  h e  f led  to  

C h an g sh a , w h e re  h e  su rre n d e re d  to  th e  Q ing arm y.

T h e  S o u th e rn  M ing w as  m u ch  w e a k e n e d  a s  a re su lt  o f  th e  

be tray a l by  Sun  K ewang. In  1658, a  Q ing a rm y  led  by th e  d e fec to r 

M ing genera ls W u Sangui a n d  H ong  C hengchou  a ttack ed  Y unnan  

a n d  G u izhou  a lo n g  th re e  ro u tes . Li D ingguo tr ie d  to  c h ec k  th e ir  

a d v an c e  o n  th re e  fro n ts  b u t  fa iled  a n d  w a s  co m p elled  to  re tu rn  

to  K unm ing. T h e  p an icked  Em peror Y ongli acco m p an ied  by som e 

tru s te d  a id e s  fled  to  M yanm ar.

A fter E m peror Y ongli’s  flight, Li D ingguo c o n tin u e d  to  recru it 

a n ti-Q in g  tro o p s  a lo n g  th e  Y u n n a n  b o rd e r  in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r 

recovery  o f  lo st territo ry . H e s e n t  th ir te e n  m iss io n s  to  M yanm ar 

to  u rg e  E m p ero r Y o n g li's  re tu rn  b u t  th e  e m p e ro r  d id  n o t hav e  

th e  n e rv e  to  c o m e  back.

I n  D e c e m b e r  1661. W u S a n g u i e n te r e d  M y a n m a r w ith  a 

h u n d re d  th o u sa n d  Q ing tro o p s a n d  forced  M yanm ar to  su rren d er 

E m peror Y ongli. w h o m  h e  to o k  b ack  to  K u n m in g  a n d  stran g led  

to  d e a th . T h e  la s t  S o u th e rn  M ing reg im e th u s  p e rish ed .

U nab le  to  acc o m p lish  h is  goal a f te r  m o re  th a n  te n  y ears o f  

h a rd  struggle against th e  Q ing, Li Dingguo, s tre ssed  a n d  frustra ted , 

fell ill a n d  d ie d . O n h is  d e a th b e d , h e  sa id  to  h is  o f fsp r in g  a n d  

su b a lte rn s : "B etter d ie  in  th e  w ild  th a n  surrender!"
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24. Em peror K angxi S ubdues 

th e  T hree  F eudatories

T h e  y ear th e  last reg im e o f  th e  S o u th e rn  M ing fell. E m peror 

S h u n z h i o f  Q ing d ie d  a n d  w a s  su c c ee d ed  by h is  so n  X uanye  as 

E m peror S h engzu  o f  Qing, a lso  k n o w n  a s  E m peror Kangxi.

At h is  access io n  K angxi w as  o n ly  e ig h t. In  a cc o rd an c e  w ith  

E m peror S h u n d i 's  d e a th b e d  in s tru c tio n s , fo u r M anchu  m in is te rs  

a s s is te d  h im  in  th e  ru n n in g  o f  th e  s ta te . O f th e  fo u r  m in iste r- 

reg en ts , O boi d o m in a te d  b e ca u se  o f  h is  c o n tro l o f  th e  m ilita ry  

a n d  th e  y o u n g  age  o f  E m pero r K angxi. M in is te rs  w h o  c ro sse d  

Oboi o r  d id  n o t sh a re  h is  v iew s w ere  s id e lin e d  o r  p e rsecu ted .

A fter th e  Q in g 's a rrival in  C h in a  p roper, i t  ap p ro p ria te d  v as t 

f a rm la n d  a n d  d i s t r ib u te d  it a m o n g  th e  n o b ili ty  o f  th e  e ig h t 

M a n c h u  b a n n e r s .  At th e  h e ig h t  o f  h is  p o w e r. O b o i u se d  th e  

in f lu e n c e  o f  h is  o f f ic e  to  e n la rg e  h i s  la n d  h o ld in g s  a n d  to  

ex ch an g e  h is  p o o r h o ld ings for b e tte r  lan d  o w n ed  by o th ers . W hen 

loca l o f f ic ia ls  ra is e d  o b je c tio n s . O boi h a d  th e m  e x e c u te d  o n  

tru m p e d -u p  c h a rg e s  o f  trea so n .

W hen E m pero r Kangxi to o k  o v er th e  re in s  o f  th e  s ta te  a t  th e  

age  o f  i4, a n o th e r  m in is te r - re g e n t S u k sa h a  cam e  in to  c o n flic t  

w ith  Oboi. Deeply o ffended , Oboi a n d  h is  p a rtisan s falsely accused 

S u k sa h a  o f  se r io u s  c r im e s  a n d  p e ti t io n e d  E m p ero r K angxi for 

au th o riza tio n  to  execu te  S uksaha . W hen  th e  em p ero r balked, Olxii 

got in to  a n  a rg u m e n t w ith  E m peror Kangxi in  th e  a u d ie n c e  hall, 

g e ttin g  so  w orked  u p  th a t  h e  even  rolled u p  h is  sleeves, b a red  h is
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k n u c k le s  a n d  s ta r te d  to  th ro w  a  tan tru m . E m peror Kangxi deep ly  

resen ted  O hoi’s  o u tb u rs t h u t saw  n o  profit ju st yet in an tagonizing  

th e  p o w e rfu l O boi; h e  c h e c k e d  h is  a n g e r  a n d  a c q u ie s c e d  in 

S u k sah a 's  e x ec u tio n  by  O boi.

T h is  in c id e n t re in forced  th e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f  E m peror Kangxi 

to  be r id  o f  O boi. H e re c ru ite d  fro m  a m o n g  th e  n o b ility  a  g roup  

o f  s tro n g  y o u n g  m en  in  th e ir  te e n s  a s  h is  bo d y g u ard s. T h ey  w ere 

assig n ed  to  th e  c lose  p ro tec tio n  o f  th e  e m p o re r a n d  tra in ed  daily  

in  w restling .

T h ese  no isy  y o u n g s te rs  w re s tlin g  in  th e  im p eria l g a rden  d id  

n o t b o th e r  O boi. w h o  th o u g h t  th e y  w e re  m erely  p laying.

O ne day  O boi w as su m m o n ed  to  a  p rivate  a u d ie n ce  to  d iscu ss 

im p o r ta n t  m a tte rs  o f  s ta te  w ith  th e  e m p ero r. H e h e ad e d  to  th e  

palace w ith  h is  u su a l sw agger a n d  s tru t. No so o n e r had  h e  c leared  

th e  th re sh o ld  o f  th e  p rivate  q u a rte rs  o f  th e  e m p ero r th a n  a  g roup  

o f  y o u n g  m e n  ru s h e d  fo rw ard  a n d  m asse d  a ro u n d  h im . Som e 

h e ld  h is  a rm s  a n d  so m e  h is  legs. A lth o u g h  Oboi w as  a  m ilita ry  

m an  w ith  g rea t p h y sical s tre n g th , th e  y o u n g  m en  h a d  n u m erica l 

a d v an tag e  a n d  w e re  tra in e d  w restle rs . O boi w as w re s tled  to  th e  

g ro u n d  a n d  n o  o n e  cam e to  h is  h e lp  d esp ite  h is  loud  p ro testa tions.

O boi w as  th ro w n  in  ja i l  a n d  E m pero r K angxi im m e d ia te ly  

o rd e re d  h is  m in is te rs  to  beg in  a  p robe  in to  O b o i's  c rim es . T h e  

m in iste rs believed th a t O lwi deserved to  d ie  because  o f  h is  despotic  

ways, h is  a rb itrary  killings a n d  n u m ero u s  o th e r  o ffenses. Em peror 

Kangxi show ed  leniency by  stripp ing  Oboi on ly  o f  h is  rank  and  title.

T h e  e n tire  Q ing c o u rt  w a s  d e lig h ted  by  th e  c lever o u s t in g  o f  

O boi by  E m peror Kangxi. M in is te rs  w h o  u sed  to  be  a rro g a n t a n d  

d isd a in fu l now  h a d  a  fo re ta ste  o f  th e  y o u n g  em p ero r 's  a s tu te n ess  

a n d  learned  to  c lim b  d o w n  from  th e ir  h ig h  h o rse s  in h is  presence.
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A fte r a s s u m in g  p e rso n a l  ru le . E m p ero r K angxi in s t i tu te d  

g o v e r n m e n t  r e fo r m s ,  i n t r o d u c e d  in c e n t iv e s  to  s t im u la te  

p r o d u c tio n  a n d  c ra c k e d  d o w n  o n  c o r ru p t io n .  T h e  r e c e n tly  

fo u n d ed  Q ing D ynasty  g rew  in  stren g th . W hile  th e  S o u th ern  Ming 

reg im e  h a d  b e en  q u a sh e d , th e  th re e  fe u d a to r ie s  in  th e  so u th  

rem a in ed  a  th o rn  in E m peror K angxi's side.

T h ese  fe u d a to rie s  w ere  M ing g en era ls  w h o  h a d  sw o rn  fealty  

to  th e  Qing; th ey  w ere W u Sangui. w h o  w as in stru m en ta l in  letting  

t h e  Q in g  a r m y  i n to  C h in a  p ro p e r .  S h a n g  K ex i a n d  G eng  

Z ho n g m in g . In  reco g n itio n  o f  th e ir  c o n tr ib u tio n  in  h e lp in g  th e  

Q in g  to  to p p le  th e  S o u th e rn  M ing a n d  q u e llin g  p e a s a n t  revo lts, 

th e  Q in g  c o u r t  p ro n o u n c e d  W u S a n g u i P rin ce  P in g x i ("w ho  

p a c if ie d  th e  w e s t" !  a n d  a w a rd e d  h im  la n d  in  Y u n n a n  a n d  

G uizhou. S hang  Kexi a s  Prince P ingnan ("w ho pacified  th e  south"! 

w ith  la n d  g iven  in  G u an g d o n g  a n d  G eng Z h o n g m in g  a s  P rince 

J in g n a n  ("w h o  c le a n e d  u p  th e  s o u th " )  w i th  la n d  in  F u jian . 

T o g eth er th e y  w ere  c a lled  th e  T h r e e  F eudatories."

O f th e  th ree . W u Sangui w as  th e  s tro n g est. A fter beco m in g  a 

fe u d a to ry , W u w as  m o re  a r ro g a n t  th a n  ev er. Fie n o w  n o t  o n ly  

c o n tro lle d  th e  m ilita ry  b u t  a lso  o v e rsa w  fin an c es . H e h a d  th e  

a u th o rity  to  a p p o in t h is  o w n  officials a n d  n o  longer to ed  th e  line 

o f  th e  Q ing co u rt.

E m p ero r K angx i fo u n d  th e  T h re e  F e u d a to r ie s  to  h e  a big 

o b s ta c le  to  h is  e ffo r t to  c en tra liz e  co m m a n d . H e  w a ited  fo r  th e  

r ig h t m o m e n t to  c u r ta il  th e ir  in f lu e n c e  a n d  pow er. By a  h ap p y  

c o in c id en ce  S h an g  Kexi, w h o  w as  g e tting  o n  in  y ears a n d  desired  

to  re tire  to  h is  hom e to w n  in  Liaodong, p e titio n ed  E m peror Kangxi 

in  th is  p e rio d  fo r p e rm iss io n  to  a llow  h is  so n  S h a n g  Z h ix in  to  

su c c ee d  h im  a s  p r in c e  in  G u an g d o n g . T h e  e m p e ro r  a p p ro v ed



Ж  Щ я

to



£  Я  с .

S Е 8

Ж  и-

EH IK W■
2

5
4



S hang  Kexi's re tirem en t bu t d e n ied  h is  so n 's  su ccess io n  a s  p rince 

a n d  h is  re q u es t to  s tay  in  G uan g d o n g . T h e  m a tte r  sh o c k e d  W u 

S angu i a n d  G eng  J in g z h o n g  (G eng Z h o n g m in g 's  g ra n d so n ). T o 

t e s t  th e  r e a c tio n  o f  E m p e ro r  K an g x i. th e y  o f fe re d , w i th o u t  

s in c e rity , to  give u p  th e ir  t it le  a n d  ra n k  o f  p rin ce  a n d  re tu rn  to  

th e  n o rth .

W h en  E m peror Kangxi received th is  in fo rm a tio n , lie  called  a 

m e e tin g  o f  h is  m in is te rs  to  d is c u s s  th e  m a tte r . M any o f  th e m  

w e re  o f  th e  o p in io n  th a t  th e  o f fe r  to  g ive u p  fe u d a to ry  s ta tu s  

w a s  d is in g e n u o u s  a n d  i f  th e  re q u es t w as  ap p ro v ed . W u Sangui 

w a s  su re  to  m utiny .

E m p ero r K an g x i sa id  w ith  re so lv e . "W u S a n g u i h a s  lo n g  

h a rb o re d  a m b itio n s . He w ill revolt i f  I s tr ip  h im  o f  h is  feu d ato ry  

title . Yet h e  is  su re  to  rebel so o n e r o r  la te r even i f  I d o n ’t. I th in k  

I sh o u ld  p re-em pt him ."

T h e  e m p e ro r  im m e d ia te ly  is su e d  a n  e d ic t  a p p ro v in g  W u 

S angu i’s  p ro p o sa l to  h a v e  h is  fe u d a to ry  t it le  a n d  ra n k  revoked. 

W u Sangui flew  in to  a  rage a t th e  response. H e co n sid ered  h im self 

o n e  o f  th e  f o u n d in g  f a th e r s  o f  th e  Q in g  D y n a sty . H e  n e v e r  

e x p e c te d  th e  s ti ll  v e ry  y o u n g  e m p e ro r  to  d a re  to  s t r ip  h im  o f  

pow er. H e  w a s  le f t w ith  n o  c h o ice  b u t  to  rebel.

In  1673 W u S angu i ra ised  a rm s  in  Y u n n a n . I n  o rd e r  to  w in  

th e  h e a r ts  a n d  m in d s  o f  th e  populace, h e  sh e d  th e  o fficial u n ifo rm  

o f  a  Q ing fe u d a to ry  a n d  d o n n e d  th e  a rm o r o f  a  M ing genera l to  

w eep  w ith  in s in ce re  te a rs  b e fo re  th e  to m b  o f  E m peror Y ongli o f  

th e  Ming. H e vow ed to  v en g e  th e  M ing. But th e  people  s till  h a d  a 

v iv id  m em o ry  o f  W u S a n g u i's  d ire c t re sp o n s ib ili ty  in  o p e n in g  

th e  d o o r  to  th e  Q in g 's  in v a s io n  o f  C h in a  a n d  th e  m u r d e r  o f

2 5 5
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E m p e ro r Y ongli. H e c o u ld  fo o l n o b o d y  w ith  h i s  ca ll fo r  th e  

re s to ra tio n  o f  th e  Ming.

W u S an g u i h a d  a  s tro n g  p re se n c e  in  th e  s o u th w e s t ,  so  h is  

rebellion  m ad e  good h ead w ay  in  th e  b eg in n in g  a n d  so o n  reached  

H u n a n . H e go t in  to u c h  w ith  S h a n g  Z h ix in  in  G u an g d o n g  a n d  

Geng J in g zh o n g  in  Fujian , c a llin g  o n  th e m  to  jo in  th e  rebellion . 

W ith  W u S an g u i a s  c h a m p io n , th e  o th e r  tw o  fe u d a to r ie s  a lso  

to o k  th e  p lu n g e. T h is  is k n o w n  to  h is to ry  a s  th e  "Rebellion o f  th e  

T h ree  Feudatories."

W ith  th e  th re e  fe u d a to r ie s  in  revo lt, a ll o f  so u th  C h in a  w as 

n o w  in  rebel h a n d s . U n d e te rre d . E m peror K angxi c o n c e n tra te d  

h is  a tta c k  o n  W u S angu i w h ile  p u ttin g  a  s to p  to  th e  rev o ca tio n  

o t th e  f e u d a to ry  t i t l e  a n d  ra n k  o f  S h a n g  Z h ix in  a n d  G eng 

J in g z h o n g  to  ap p ease  th e  la t te r  tw o . R ealizing  th e  s itu a tio n  w as 

n o t  in  W u S a n g u i 's  favor. S h a n g  Z h ix in  a n d  G eng  J in g z h o n g  

su rre n d e re d  to  th e  Q ing c o u rt  a  se c o n d  tim e.

W u S angu i en jo y ed  in itia l su c c e sse s  in  h is  reb e llio n  b u t  as 

th e  Q ing a rm y  g rew  in  tro o p  s tre n g th  a n d  p ro w ess . W u S angu i's  

fo rce  b e c a m e  w e a k e r  a n d  m o re  iso la te d . E igh t y e a rs  in to  th e  

reb e llio n , h e  k n ew  h e  c o u ld  n o  lo n g er k e ep  u p  th e  s tru g g le . In  

fru s tra tio n  a n d  regret, h e  fell se rio u sly  ill a n d  so o n  d ied .

In  1681, th e  Q ing arm y m arched o n  K unm ing along th ree  routes. 

W u S an g u i's  g ra n d so n  W u S h ifan  c o m m itte d  su ic ide . T h e  Q ing 

succeeded in quelling  th e  rebellion a n d  in  un ify ing  so u th e rn  China.

But th e  c e le b ra t io n s  o f  th e  v ic to ry  a g a in s t  th e  s o u th e rn  

rebellion  a t  th e  Q ing c o u rt  w ere  spo iled  b y  n e w s o f  th e  in v asio n  

o f  T sa ris t R ussia a long  th e  n o rth e a s te rn  bo rd er o f  C hina. Em peror 

K angxi's a tte n tio n  w as  fo rcib ly  w re n ch e d  from  th e  so u th  to  th e  

n o r th e rn  fron tie r.
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25. V ictory  a t Y aksa (Albazin)

T o  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  t h a t  a llo w e d  T s a r is t  

in c u rs io n s  in to  C h in a ’s  n o r th e a s t ,  o n e  n e e d s  to  go  b a ck  to  th e  

th e  la s t  y e a rs  o f  th e  M ing, w h e n  th e  Q ing w a s  so  e n g ro sse d  in  

th e  s o u th w a rd  m a rc h  in to  C h in a  p ro p e r  th a t  it n e g le c te d  its  

n o rth e rn  defense . T h is  a fforded  T saris t Russia a n  o p en in g  to  m ake 

in ro a d s  in to  C h in a  in  th e  H eilong jiang  a rea , w h e re  i t  engaged  in  

lo o tin g  a n d  k illin g , p ro v o k in g  th e  re s is ta n c e  o f  v a r io u s  loca l 

e th n ic  c o m m u n itie s . A fter e n te r in g  C h in a  p roper, th e  Q ing s e n t 

tro o p s  to  a ttack  th e  T sa ris t in v aders a n d  su cceed ed  in  recovering  

Y aksa, w h ic h  h a d  fallen u n d e r  R ussian  co n tro l, o n  th e  n o rth  bank 

o f  th e  H eilo n g jian g  R iver (n o rth w es t o f  m o d e m  H u m a  a n d  eas t 

o f  M ohe o f  H eilo n g jian g  Province).

A t th e  tim e  w h e n  E m pero r K angxi d ep lo y ed  large  n u m b e rs  

o f  tro o p s  to  C h in a 's  s o u th e a s t  to  s u b d u e  th e  T h ree  Feudatories, a 

R u ss ian  fu g itiv e  b ro u g h t a  g a n g  o f  84 d e sp e ra d o s  in to  C h in a ’s 

Y aksa a n d  s ta r te d  to  b u ild  fo r tif ic a tio n s  th e re , fro m  w h ic h  th ey  

m a d e  lo o tin g  ra id s . T h e  m in k  fu r  th e y  g rab b ed  fro m  th e  local 

p o p u la tio n  w as  p re sen te d  to  th e  T sar. In  ex ch an g e , th e  T sa r  n o t 

o n ly  p a rd o n ed  th e  fu g itiv e ’s  o ffen ses , b u t  a p p o in te d  h im  to  th e  

p o sitio n  o f  c h ie f  a d m in is tra to r  o f  Y aksa, in  a n  a tte m p t to  m ake  

R u ss ian  o c c u p a tio n  p e rm an en t.

E m peror Kangxi, f lu sh  w ith  th e  v ic to ry  w on ag a in st th e  T hree  

F eu d a to ries , w as  u n d e rs ta n d a b ly  very  u p se t w h e n  h e  lea rn ed  o f  

th e  v io la tio n  o f  th e  Q ing’s  n o r th e a s te rn  fro n tie r. H e  trav e led  to  

S h en g jin g  in  o rd e r  to  a s se ss  f ir s t-h a n d  th e  e n e m y  in ro a d s  a n d

2



Й -

т т ш # - ш & ± } з М А Ш ш % т ш т щ & ш ,

^ № i i ¥ i i £ t i S 5E F .  Ш Ш Ш

щ ь ,  f f i s i a m .  т т т т & Е . & * ш т , ш ш ш ж

& 7П 1685Ф ,  * « № Ж 7к ¥ - Я Е

^ Л ,  ® ? S S S f f $ i | S 55; F « T ,  « Й Ғ И Т Й Я е .

K ! - - ( 8 ¥ 6 k S t i / L ¥ M $ # ,  «5Ш « ? # + ^ Й 0 

S T i & s z B ,  б « ж ж е ± ш ,  и : й ± № б ± ш ± б б е ж й :

% f r o

S J L t o S ? » ¥ i P 6 « d № . E № * i ! c T A ® -  Ш Ш к Ш Я  

Й .  Й с Л М Ш

т ш ш т .

^ ё ж ж к й ,  т ш х . ш ,  ®

Ж ^ В Ж ^ Ш Т # .  6 Ш ± Е Е Й Ж Й № „



h e  s e n t  h is  g e n e ra ls  P en g ch u n  a n d  L angtan  o n  re co n n a is sa n ce  

m issio n s a long  th e  bo rd er u n d e r  th e  gu ise  o f  a  h u n tin g  expedition . 

In  th e  m ea n tim e  h e  in s tru c te d  local o ffic ia ls  t o  b u ild  b a ttle sh ip s  

an d  fo rtre sse s  in  p re p ara tio n  for a  p u n itiv e  cam paign .

W hen a ll p rep ara tio n s  w ere  in  place, th e  K angxi E m peror sen t 

a  le tte r  to  th e  R ussian  c h ie f  a t  Y aksa. o rd e rin g  h im  to  pu ll o u t  o f  

th e re  a s  fa s t  a s  h e  c o u ld . H ow ever, in s te a d  o f  p u llin g  o u t. th e  

R ussian  a rm y  se n t re in fo rc em e n ts  to  Y aksa in  a  d irec t challenge  

to  th e  Q ing. R ealizing th e  m a tte r  cou ld  n o t be  reso lved  peacefully, 

E m peror Kangxi gave th e  o rd e r  to  m arch  o n  Yaksa.

In  1685, a  15,000-strong force com p ris in g  land  a n d  naval troops 

u n d e r  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  P e n g c h u n  a r r iv e d  a t  Y a k sa  a n d  

su rro u n d e d  th e  se ttle m e n t.

T h e  fo rtress  h a d  been  Im pressively  fo rtified  th ro u g h  y ears o f  

w ork by T saris t troops. A fter a  survey o f  th e  terra in , Pengchun had  

a n  e arth en  p latfo rm  b u ilt so u th  o f  th e  to w n , from  th e  to p  o f  w hich  

h is  so ld ie rs  ra in e d  a rro w s o n  th e  d e fen d e rs . T h e  R ussian  tro o p s 

w ere  led  to  be lieve  th e  a s sa u lt  w o u ld  c o m e  fro m  th e  so u th  side  

a n d  c o n cen tra ted  th e  b u lk  o f  th e ir  force in  th e  so u th e rn  sec tion  o f  

th e  tow n. T ak ing  adv an tag e  o f  th e  m o m en tary  vacu u m  o f  defense  

in  th e  n o rth e rn  section . Q ing c an n o n s  previously h id d en  from  view  

in  th e  n o rth  began b o m b ard in g  th e  to w n . Shells w hizzed  o v er th e  

to w n , h itt in g  i ts  b u ild in g s a n d  se ttin g  th e m  o n  fire.

As th e  d a y  p ro g re sse d , th e  Q in g  tro o p s  p lac ed  p ile s  o f  h a y  

a n d  firew o o d  a g a in s t th e  w all p ro tec tin g  th e  fo rt, g e ttin g  ready  

to  to rch  th e  to w n . T h is  fr ig h te n ed  th e  to w n  lead er in to  h o is tin g  

th e  w h ite  flag.

A cting  o n  E m peror K angxi's in s tru c tio n s . P eng ch u n  freed  all 

th o se  R u ss ian  tro o p s  w h o  h a d  su rre n d e re d  a n d  o rd ered  th e m  to
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re tu rn  to  R u ss ia . T o lb u z in . th e  d e je c te d  R u ss ian  c o m m a n d e r , 

d e p a rte d  w itli  h is  re m a in in g  troops.

After th e  dep artu re  o f  th e  R ussian troops. Pengchun ordered his 

so ld iers to  d ism an tle  th e  fo rtress a t  Y aksa and  re tu rned  th e  land  to 

farm ing by  th e  local inhabitants. H e then  led  h is  troops back to  Aigun.

But th e  bad ly  d e fea te d  R ussian  c o m m a n d er d id  n o t lea rn  his 

le sso n . As so o n  a s  h e  rea lized  th a t  th e  Q ing tro o p s  h a d  p u lled  

o u t  o f  Y aksa . h e  re tu rn e d  w ith  h is  tro o p s  a n d  re b u ilt  th e  fort, 

m ak in g  it stronger.

W hen  new s o f  th e  re tak in g  o f  Y aksa by th e  R u ssians reached 

Beijing. E m peror Kangxi se t  o u t to  d e s tro y  th e  in v ad in g  R ussian  

troops. In  th e  su m m er o f  th e  fo llow ing  year, a  seco n d  cam p aig n  

w as launched  a g a in st Y aksa u n d e r  th e  co m m an d  o f  General Sabsu 

o f  H eilongjiang. T h e  Q in g  tro o p s  c o u ld n 't  w a it to  d e s tro y  th e se  

en em y  tro o p s w h o  had  repaid th e  len iency  previously sh o w n  th em  

by  re invading . T h is  tim e  a ro u n d  th e  Q ing tro o p s red o u b led  th e ir  

fire  pow er a n d  b e a t back  rep ea ted  R ussian  so rtie s  o u t o f  th e  fort. 

T h e  R u ss ian  c o m m a n d e r T olbuzin  w a s  killed  by  a  b u lle t a n d  h is  

rem ain in g  tro o p s b arricaded  them se lv es in  th e  cellars. A lte r  a  few 

d a y s  m an y  o f  th e m  fell ill o r  d ied , leaving 150 w h o  survived.

O nly  w h e n  th e  T s a r is t  g o v e rn m e n t d isp a tc h e d  a n  en v o y  to  

B eijing  w ith  a n  u rg e n t  re q u e s t  fo r  n e g o tia t io n s  d id  E m pero r 

Kangxi call a h a l t  to  th e  o p era tio n .

In  i68g, n e g o tia tio n s  w ere  h e ld  a t N e rch in sk  w ith  Songgo tu  

r e p re se n tin g  th e  C h in ese  g o v e rn m e n t a n d  G olov in  p re se n t  o n  

b e h a l f  o f  T s a r is t  R u ss ia . T h e  r e s u l t in g  T re a ty  o f  N e rc h in sk  

d e l in e a t e d  t h e  b o u n d a r y  b e tw e e n  t h e  tw o  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  

recognized v as t a reas o f  th e  H eilongjiang  (Amur! R iver a n d  U ssuri 

R iver b a s in s  a s  C h in ese  territo ry .
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26. T h ree  E xped itions 

a g a in s t G aldan

T h e  T sa r is t  g o v e rn m e n t d id  n o t  ta k e  th e ir  d e fe a t a t  Y aksa 

w ith  a  good grace. T he year fo llow ing th e  sign ing  o f  th e  T rea ty  o f  

N erchinsk , it p ro m p ted  G aldan, c h ie f  o f  th e  D zunghars (a Mongol 

tribe), to  a tta ck  th e  M obei M ongols n o r th  o f  th e  Gobi.

In  th a t  p e rio d , th e  M ongols w ere  d iv id e d  in to  th e  M o N an 

(so u th  o f  th e  Gobi), th e  M o Bei (n o rth  o f  th e  Gobi) a n d  th e  Mo Xi 

(w est o f  th e  Gobi) M ongols. B esides tire  Mo N an M ongols, w h o  

h a d  su b m itte d  to  th e  Q ing m u c h  e a rlie r , th e  o th e r  tw o  g ro u p s  

a lso  re co g n ize d  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  Q ing. T h e  D z u n g h a rs  w e re  a 

b ran ch  o f  th e  Mo Xi (w estern ) M ongols, w h o  lead  a  n o m ad ic  life 

in  th e  Ili area. W h en  th e  a m b itio u s  G aldan  b e ca m e  c h ie f  o f  th e  

D zu n g h ars , h e  f irs t  fo rc ib ly  in te g ra te d  th e  o th e r  M o Xi M ogol 

tribes b efore  m ov ing  eas t to  a tta ck  th e  Mo Bei (northern) M ongols. 

A fte r  th e ir  re s is ta n c e  c ru m b le d , h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  Mo 

Bei M ongols fled so u th  acro ss  th e  Gobi to  seek  th e  p ro tec tio n  o f  

th e  Q ing. E m pero r K angxi s e n t  a n  en v o y  to  G a ld an  to  d e m a n d  

th e  re tu rn  o f  th e  la n d  h e  h a d  ta k e n  fro m  th e  M o Bei M ongols. 

G aldan. e m b o ld en ed  by T saris t R ussian  su p p o rt, n o t o n ly  re fused  

to  w ith d ra w  h is  tro o p s  b u t m arch ed  so u th  a c ro ss  th e  Gobi w ith  

a  large  fo rce  p u rp o rted ly  to  p u rsu e  th e  M o Bei M ongols.

E m pero r K angxi su m m o n e d  h is  m in is te rs  to  a n n o u n c e  h is  

d ec is io n  to  p e rsonally  lead  a  p u n itiv e  e x p ed itio n  ag a in s t G aldan, 

w h o se  arrogance, am b itio n  a n d  cro ss-b o rd er ac tio n , h e  believed,

2
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m u st be firm ly  resisted . In  i6go, E m peror K angxi led  a fo rce  sp lit 

in to  tw o  a r m ie s  th e  left a rm y  u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  F uyuan 

G eneral Fuquan w as to  m arch  o u t o f  G ubeikou  Pass; a n d  th e  right 

a rm y  u n d e r  A nbei General C hangn ing  w a s  to  m arch  o u t o f  Xifeng- 

k o u  Pass. T h e  e m p ero r d irec te d  th e  c am p aig n  from  th e  rear.

T h e  r ig h t a rm y  o f  th e  Q ing w a s  th e  f irs t  to  e ngage  G a ld an 's  

t ro o p s  a n d  w a s  d e fe a te d .  G a ld a n 's  fo rc e  w a s  a b le  to  d r iv e  

u n o p p o sed  in to  U lan -B u tung(m odem  H ex ig ten  B anner in  C hifeng 

o f  In n e r M ongolia), w h ich  w a s  on ly  seven  h u n d re d  //' from  Beijing. 

T h e  sm u g  G aldan se n t a n  e n v o y  to  th e  Q ing a rm y  to  d e m a n d  th e  

su rre n d e r  o f  h is  enem ies.

T h e  K angxi E m p ero r o rd e re d  a c o u n te ro ffe n s iv e  by Fuquan. 

G aldan g a th e red  h is  te n s  o f th o u sa n d s  o f  cav a lry m en  a t th e  foot 

o f  M ount D ahong. tak in g  ad v an tag e  o f  th e  n a tu ra l cover p rov ided  

b y  th e  w o o d s  b e h in d  th e m  a n d  r iv e r  in  f r o n t  o f  th e m . T en  

th o u sa n d  cam els  w ere  m a d e  to  lie  o n  th e  g ro u n d  w ith  th e ir  legs 

b o u n d  to g e th e r  a n d  b o x e s  w rap p ed  in  w e t fe lt b la n k e ts  t ie d  to  

th e ir  b a c k s  to  fo rm  a  lo n g  w all o f  c am els. T h e  reb e ls  to o k  cover 

b e h in d  th e s e  b o x e s  in  lie u  o f  b a t t l e m e n ts  a n d  s h o t  a r ro w s  

th ro u g h  th e  g ap s to  s to p  th e  Q ing a ssau lts .

T h e  Q in g  tro o p s  c o n c e n tra te d  th e ir  c a n n o n  a n d  gun  fire  on  

o n e  sec tion  o f  th e  cam el w all. A m id th e  th u n d erin g , ea rth -sh ak in g  

a t ta c k ,  a  b re a c h  w a s  m a d e  in  th e  c am e l b a rr ie r  a n d  th e  Q in g  

in fan try m en  a n d  calvalry  charged  to w ard  th e  b reach . Fuquan sen t 

tro o p s  to  o u tf la n k  th e  reb e l p o s i t io n  a n d  c h a rg e  a t th e  e n e m y  

f ro m  b e h in d  th e  m o u n ta in .  W ith  i t s  f r o n t  a n d  r e a r  u n d e r  

s im u lta n e o u s  a tta ck , th e  reb e l fo rce  w as  d e fea te d  a n d  forced  to  

flee  a n d  a b a n d o n  th e ir  cam p.

S en sin g  th a t  th e  b a lan ce  h a d  tip p ed  ag a in s t h im . G aldan w as
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qu ick  to  se n d  a  lam a  to  th e  Q ing c a m p  to  appeal for peace. Calling 

a  h a l t  to  h i s  p u r s u i t  o f  th e  G a ld a n  fo rc e .  F u q u a n  s o u g h t  

in s tru c tio n s  from  Em peror Kangxi. w h o  issu ed  th e  o rd e r  "Resum e 

th e  p u rsu it  w i th o u t  d e lay ! D o n 't fa ll fo r th e  ra sc a l 's  ruse!" He 

w as  p roved right: G aldan 's peace  o v e rtu re  w a s  a  ploy to  buy  tim e. 

By th e  tim e  th e  Q ing a rm y  re su m ed  its  p u rsu it. G aldan h a d  m ade 

it n o r th  acro ss th e  Gobi w ith  h is  re m a in in g  troops.

A f te r  r e tu r n in g  to  h i s  h a u n t  n o r th  o f  t h e  G obi, G a ld an  

c o n tin u e d  to  rebu ild  h is  force q u ie tly  w h ile  o u tw ard ly  su b m ittin g  

to  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  Q ing . In  1694. E m p ero r K angxi in v ite d  

G aldan to  m ee t w ith  h im  w ith  a  v iew  to  s ig n in g  a p a c t  Not on ly  

d id  G aldan re fuse  to  a tte n d  th e  m ee tin g  b u t h e  a lso  sen t h is  people 

so u th  a c ro ss  th e  G obi to  in s tig a te  a  rev o lt. H e  c la im ed  to  h a v e  

b o r r o w e d  s i x t y  t h o u s a n d  m u s k e te e r s  f r o m  t h e  T s a r i s t  

g o v e rn m en t a n d  w as  ready  to  lau n c h  a m assiv e  a ttack . E m peror 

Kangxi received n u m ero u s  d e n u n c ia tio n s  o f  G aldan from  Mongol 

p rin ces in  In n e r  M ongolia.

In  1696. E m p ero r K angxi u n d e r to o k  a n o th e r  cam p aig n , th e  

second  upo n  w h ich  h e  em barked  in  person, w ith  th e  H eilongjiang 

G eneral S ab su  c o m m a n d in g  th e  e a s t  a rm y , th e  G enera l-in -ch ief 

F iyanggu co m m a n d in g  th e  w e s t a rm y  co m p o sed  o f  tro o p s  from  

S haanxi a n d  G ansu  to  cu t o f f  G aldan 's re treat and  th e  c en ter arm y 

led by Em peror Kangxi se ttin g  o u t from  D ushikou. T he th ree  arm ies 

w ere  to  lau n c h  a  s im u lta n eo u s  a tta ck  a t a p red e term in ed  tim e.

As th e  c e n te r  a rm y  led  by  E m p ero r K angxi re a c h e d  K etu, it 

ra n  in to  th e  v an g u ard  o f  th e  e n em y  force. T h e  e a s t  a n d  th e  w est 

a rm ie s  h a d  n o t ye t a rriv ed  a n d  th e re  w a s  ta lk  o f  T sa r is t R ussia 

p la n n in g  t o  se n d  tro o p s  to  h e lp  G aldan . S o m e  m in is te rs  in  th e  

em p e ro r 's  e n to u ra g e  b ecam e n erv o u s  a n d  urged E m peror Kangxi

V)C
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to  tak e  th e  tro o p s  b ack  to  Beijing.

"H o w  w o u ld  I e x p la in  it to  th e  n a t io n  il I w ith d re w  m y 

e x p ed itio n a ry  fo rce  b e fo re  lay in g  e y es o n  th e  rebel leader?" T he 

e m p e ro r re to rted  angrily . "Besides, i f  I w ith d rew  th e  c e n te r  arm y, 

th e  reb e l a rm y  w o u ld  c o n c e n tra te  i ts  a tta c k  o n  th e  w e s t a rm y  

a n d  th e  w e s t a rm y  w o u ld  b e  in  danger."

So E m pero r K angxi d e c id e d  to  c o n tin u e  th e  m arc h  to w ard  

th e  K erulen River a n d  se n t a n  em issary  to  tell G aldan th a t  Em peror 

Kangxi h a d  e m b ark ed  o n  th e  e x p ed itio n  in person . W hen  G aldan 

s a w  fro m  a  h i l l to p  th e  y e llo w  s ta n d a r d s  o f  E m p e ro r K angxi 

flu tte rin g  in  th e  b reeze a n d  th e  d isc ip lin ed  arrays o f  Q ing troops, 

h e  d e ca m p e d  th a t  very n ig h t.

E m p e ro r  K a n g x i k e p t  in  p u r s u i t  o f  G a ld a n  a n d  s e n t  

in s t r u c t io n s  to  th e  e a s t  a rm y  g e n e ra l, F iyanggu , to  in te rc e p t  

G a ld an 's  troops.

A fte r  m a rc h in g  fo r  five  d a y s  a n d  n ig h ts  w ith  h is  tro o p s . 

G a ld an  re a c h e d  Ja o  M odo ( s o u th e a s t  o f  p re sen t-d a y  U lan  Bator 

o f th e  P eop le 's  R ep u b lic  o f M ongolia), w h e re  h e  e n c o u n te re d  

F iy an g g u 's  a rm y . J a o  M odo w as, a t  th a t  tim e , a m ass iv e  fo re s t 

w ith  a n  a d ja s c e n t  larg e  o p e n  sp a c e  t h a t  w a s  a  sc e n e  o f  m an y  

b a ttle s  n o rth  o f  th e  G obi. Follow ing th e  p lan s  o f  E m peror Kangxi. 

Fiyanggu p laced  a m b u sh e rs  in d e n se ly  fo res ted  a reas in  th e  h ills  

a n d  se n t o u t a  v an g u ard  o f  fo u r h u n d re d  m en  to  d ra w  th e  en em y  

o u t. As th e  v an g u ard  d re w  b ack  in  b a tt le  to w a rd s  th e  a m b u sh , 

th e  reb e l tro o p s  fo llow ed ; th e  Q ing tro o p s  th e n  d is m o u n te d  to  

f ig h t a s  fo o t so ld ie rs . At th e  s o u n d  o f  b u g les , th e  Q in g  so ld ie rs  

leapt o n to  th e ir  h o rse s  a n d  galloped u p  th e  h ill to  tak e  th e  h illtop. 

As th e  rebel tro o p s b egan  a n  a ssau lt in  th e  d irec tio n  o f  th e  hilltop, 

th e  Q ing a rm y  fired  g u n s  a n d  s h o t  a rro w s fro m  th e  top . A fierce
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b a ttle  u n fo ld ed . Fiyanggu se n t a d e ta c h m e n t to  a tta ck  th e  supply  

v eh ic les  o f  th e  rebels a t  th e  fo o t o f  th e  hills. T h e  rebels, a tta ck ed  

fro m  ab o v e  a n d  b e lo w , d ie d  o r  su r re n d e re d  in  larg e  n u m b ers . 

G aldan escap ed  w ith  on ly  d o z en s  o f  cava lrym en .

A fter th e  tw o  m ajo r b a ttle s , th e  G aldan in su rgency  collapsed. 

Em peror Kangxi called  o n  G aldan to  su rre n d e r b u t h e  kep t u p  h is 

s tu b b o r n  re s is ta n c e .  A y e a r  l a t e r  E m p e ro r K angx i m o u n te d  

a n o th e r  p u n itiv e  ex p ed itio n  a cro ss  th e  Y ellow  River. By th is  tim e. 

G a ld an 's  b ase  o f  o p e ra tio n s  in  lli h a d  b een  w re s ted  fro m  h im  by 

h i s  n e p h e w  T se w a n g  A ra p ta n . M any  o f  h is  c lo s e  a s s o c ia te s  

su rren d ered  a n d  vo lu n tee red  to  be  th e  Q ing arm y 's guides. Having 

n o w h e re  to  tu rn , G aldan c o m m itte d  su ic id e  by in g es tin g  poison.

From  th a t  tim e  on . th e  Q ing g o v e rn m en t reg ained  co n tro l o f  

th e  M obei (n o rth e rn )  M ongols e a s t o f  th e  A ltai M o u n ta in s  a n d  

began  a w ard in g  official titles  a n d  ran k s  to  m em bers o f  th e  Mongol 

nob ility . T h e  Q ing g o v e rn m en t a lso  e s tab lish e d  a  g e n era lsh ip  in 

U lias ta i to  govern  th e  M obei M ongols.

S o m e  t im e  l a t e r  G a ld a n ’s  n e p h e w ,  T s e w a n g  A r a p ta n .  

l a u n c h e d  a n  a t t a c k  i n to  T ib e t .  I n  1720. E m p e ro r  K an g x i 

d isp a tc h e d  a n  e x p ed itio n a ry  force  to  T ib e t to  d riv e  o u t T sew ang  

A ra p tan  a n d  e s c o r t  th e  S ix th  Dalai Lam a b a ck  in to  T ib e t. T he 

Q in g  g o v e rn m e n t la te r  a p p o in te d  a  re s id e n t  m in is te r  to  T ib e t 

to  с о -m an a g e  T ib e t  a f fa irs  w ith  th e  P a n c h e n  a n d  D alai Lam as 

o n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  c e n tra l  g o v e rn m e n t.
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27- L iterary In q u is itio n

T he Q ing ru lin g  e lite 's carro t an d -stick  policy tow ard  th e  Ming 

lite ra ti c o n s is te d  o f  c o -o p tio n  co u p led  w ith  sev ere  su p p ress io n  

o f  th o s e  w h o  re fu sed  to  s u b m it  to  M an ch u  ru le . In  th e  seco n d  

y ear o f  th e  re ig n  o f  E m peror K angxi. Z h u an g  T ing long , a  m an  o f  

le t te r s  in  H u z h o u . Z h e jia n g  w as  re p o rte d  by so m e  o ff ic ia ls  for 

o rg an iz in g  a g ro u p  o f  sc h o la rs  w i th o u t  a u th o r iz a tio n  to  w rite  a 

h is to ry  o f  th e  M ing co n ta in in g  an ti-Q ing  w o rd in g  a n d  re fe ren ces 

to  e ra  n a m e s  o f  th e  Ming. As Z h u an g  T ing long  h a d  a lread y  d ied  

a t  th e  tim e  o f  h is  d e n u n c ia tio n , th e  Q ing c o u rt o rd e red  h is  body 

e x h u m e d  so  th a t  h e  c o u ld  b e  "executed" p o sth u m o u sly . Z h u an g  

T ing long 's so n s , a long  w ith  th o se  w h o  h a d  w ritte n  th e  p reface to  

th e  book , th o se  w h o  h a d  so ld  th e  book , th o se  w h o  h a d  w orked  

o n  th e  w o o d e n  b lo ck s , a n d  th e  p r in te r s  o f  th e  b o o k  a s  w ell as 

local o ffic ia ls  w ere  all e x ec u te d  o r  ex iled  to  g a rriso n  d u ty . More 

th a n  se v e n ty  peo p le  w ere  im p lica ted  a n d  p u n ish e d  in  th e  case.

In  1711. Dai M ingshi. a n  o ffic ia l a t  th e  H a n lin  A cadem y, w as 

a c c u s e d  o f  c a s t in g  t h e  M ing  in  a  s y m p a th e t ic  l ig h t  in  h is  

an th o lo g y  a n d  o f  re ferring  to  th e  e ra  n a m e  o f  E m peror Yongli o f  

th e  S o u th e rn  Ming. H e w a s  th ro w n  in  ja il a n d  se n ten c ed  to  d eath . 

T h is  c ase  im p lica ted  m ore  th a n  th ree  h u n d re d  people, in c lu d in g  

fam ily  a n d  fr ien d s  a s  w ell a s  th o se  ta k in g  part in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  

o f  th e  an th o lo g y .

S in ce  th e s e  c ases  o f  l ite ra ry  in q u is it io n  a ro se  e n tire ly  from  

w ritin g , th e y  w e re  ca lled  “w en  zi yu" o r  “im p r iso n m e n t c au sed  

by w riting ."
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E m peror K angxi d ied  a t  a  r ipe  o ld  age, a f te r  s ix ty  o n e  y ears o f  

p o w e r. H is  f o u r th  s o n , Y in z h e n , su c c e e d e d  h im  a s  E m p ero r 

S h izo n g  o f  Q ing, a lso  k n o w n  a s  E m peror Y ongzheng . H e tu rn ed  

o u t  to  be  a c ru e l, p a ran o id  ru ler. U n d e r h is  ru le , c ases  o f  lite rary  

in q u is it io n  grew  in  n u m b e r  a n d  sev erity  o f p u n ish m e n t. O ne o f 

th e  m o st p ro m in e n t c ases  in vo lved  Lit Liuliang.

Eli L iuliang w a s  a n o th e r  re n o w n ed  sch o lar, w h o  h a d  tu rn ed  

to  te a ch in g  s tu d e n ts  a t h o m e  a f te r  unsu ccessfu l a tte m p ts  to  m ake 

a  m a rk  in  th e  a n ti-Q in g  c a u s e . H e  w a s  re c o m m e n d e d  fo r th e  

"special e x am in a tio n  for b road  lea rn in g  a n d  e x ten s iv e  w ords” b u t 

categorically  re fused . O ffic ia ls tried  th e  c a rro t a n d  th e  big stick , 

b u t  h e  re m a in e d  u n m o v e d . LU f in a l ly  s h a v e d  h i s  h e a d  a n d  

b e ca m e  a  m onk; th e  g o v e rn m en t gave u p  o n  h im .

A fter b e co m in g  a m o n k , Lit L iu liang  sp e n t  h is  tim e  w ritin g  

in  th e  tem p le . A nti-Q ing se n tim e n t fo u n d  its  w ay  in to  h is  books. 

F o rtu n a te ly , th e  b o o k s  h e  w ro te  w ere  n o t  w id e ly  c irc u la ted  a n d  

a f te r  h is  d e a th  th e y  w ere  fo rgo tten .

Z e n g jin g , a  n a tiv e  o f  H u n an , o n e  day  s tu m b le d  u p o n  a piece 

w r i t te n  b y  L ii L iu lia n g  a n d  w a s  g re a t ly  im p r e s s e d  b y  h i s  

e ru d it io n . H e  a sk e d  a  s tu d e n t  n a m e d  Z h an g  Xi to  trav e l from  

H u n a n  to  Lii s  h o m e  to w n  in  Z h e jian g  to  look  fo r m ore  o f  h is  

m an u scrip ts .

Z h a n g  Xi n o t  o n ly  fo u n d  m o re  o f  L i i 's  m a n u s c r ip ts  in  

Zhejiang, b u t a lso  m et tw o  o f  h is  s tu d e n ts . T h ey  h a d  a n  agreeable 

c o n v e rsa tio n . A fte r  b e in g  b rie fe d  o n  Z h an g  X i's t r ip  u p o n  h is  

re tu rn  to  H u n a n , Z e n g j in g  a r ra n g e d  a  m e e tin g  w ith  th e  tw o  

s tu d e n ts  o f  L i t . w h e re  th e  fo u r  vo iced  th e ir  a n g er a t  Q in g  rule. 

T h ey  b eg an  to  e x p lo re  b e h in d  c lo sed  d o o rs  w a y s  to  o v e rth ro w  

th e  Qing.
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T h e y  re a liz e d  t h a t  n o t  m u c h  c o u ld  b e  a c c o m p lis h e d  by  

m em b e rs  o f  th e  e d u c a te d  c la ss  a lone. Z e n g jin g  h a d  h eard  ab o u t 

th e  g o v e rn o r  o f  S h a a n x i a n d  G a n su  n a m e d  Y ue Z ho n g q i, w h o  

w a s  o f  H an  e x tra c t io n  a n d  h a d  a t h is  c o m m a n d  a  s ig n if ic a n t 

n u m b e r  o f  troops. H is  service  w as  va lu ed  by  E m peror Y ongzheng  

b ecau se  o f  h is  b a ttle  v ic to ries  th a t  h a d  q u a sh e d  rebe llio n s a long  

th e  f ro n tie r . Z e n g j in g  b e lie v ed  i f  Y ue  c o u ld  be  p e rsu a d e d  to  

c h a m p io n  th e  a n ti-Q in g  cau se , th e  o d d s  fo r  su c c e ss  w o u ld  be  

g reatly  in creased .

Z e n g j in g  s e n t  Z h an g  Xi w ith  a le tte r  to  Y ue Z hongqi. W hen 

Y ue read  th e  le t te r  a n d  fo u n d  i t  w as  a n  in v ita tio n  to  j o in  th e  

an ti-Q in g  cause, h e  gave a  s ta rt.

"W h o  s e n t  you?" H e d e m a n d ed  o f  Z h an g  Xi. "H ow  d a re  you 

d e liv e r su c h  a  m o n s tro u s  letter?"

W ith o u t  lo s in g  h is  se lf-p o sse ss io n , Z h a n g  Xi rep lied . "You 

hav e  a  fam ily  feud  w ith  th e  Q ing. D on 't you w a n t to  avenge  your 

fam ily?"

"Explain yourself!" Y ue Z hongqi again  d em an d ed .

“Y our n am e  is  Yue," rep lied  Z h an g  Xi, "Y ou a re  a  d e sc en d a n t 

o f  G eneral Y ue Fei o f  th e  S o u th e rn  Song a n d  th e  a n ce s to rs  o f  th e  

Q ing royalty  w ere  J in  people . G eneral Y ue w as  k illed  a s  a  re su lt 

o f  c o llu s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  J in  (Ju rch en s) a n d  Q in  H ui. E veryone 

k n o w s th a t  h e  w a s  fram ed . W ith  th e  tro o p s  you  co m m a n d , you 

a re  in  a  p e rfec t p o s itio n  to  a v en g e  G eneral Y ue Fei."

At th is . Y ue Z hongqi’s  face w rith ed  in  anger, h e  b a rked  ou t an  

o rd e r  a n d  Z h an g  Xi w as  th ro w n  in  ja il. Y ue in s tru c te d  th e  local 

officials to  q u estio n  Z hang  Xi to  find  o u t w h o  pu t h im  u p  to  this.

Z hang  Xi refused to  co n fess  d esp ite  be ing  sub jected  to  various 

fo rm s o f  to rtu re .

2
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"You c an  k ill m e," h e  sa id , "b u t m y a n sw e r  w ill s t i ll  be: n o  

o n e  p u t m e  u p  to  th is."

Y ue Z h ongq i c o n c lu d e d  th a t  th e  to u g h  a p p ro ac h  w o u ld n 't  

w o rk  o n  a  s tro n g  m an  like Z h an g  Xi. so  h e  sw itc h ed  to  a  g en tle r 

ta c tic . T h e  fo llo w in g  d a y  h e  h a d  Z h an g  re le a sed  from  j a i l  a n d  

rece ived  h im  in  a p r iv a te  m ee tin g . Y ue sa id  w ith  d u p lic ity  th a t  

th e  q u e s tio n in g  th e  d a y  b e fo re  h a d  m erely  b e en  a te s t  a n d  th a t 

h e  w a s  m oved  by  w h a t w a s  sa id  by  Zhang; th u s  h e  h a d  d ec id ed  

to  ra ise  a rm s  a g a in s t th e  Q ing b u t  n e ed e d  adv ice  fro m  him .

Z h an g  w a s  in itia lly  u n c o n v in c ed  bu t. by  p u ttin g  o n  a  se rio u s 

a ir  a n d  in v o k in g  h e av e n  a n d  e a r th  a s  w itn e s se s  o f  h is  s in cerity . 

Y u e  f i n a l l y  r e m o v e d  h i s  d o u b t s .  A f te r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  o f  

co n v ersa tio n , th e  tw o  b ecam e closer. Zhang, h is  to n g u e  loosened  

by th e  n ew fo u n d  frien d sh ip , d isc lo sed  d e ta ils  o f  th e  in s tru c tio n s  

given b y  h is  te a ch e r Z en g jin g .

A cting  o n  th e  in fo rm a tio n  th u s  coaxed  o u t  o f  Z hang  Xi, Yue 

se n t h is  m en  to  H u n a n  to  a rre s t Z e n g jin g  a n d  in  th e  m ean tim e  

w ro te  a  re p o rt to  E m peror Y ongzheng  g iv ing  a d e ta ile d  acco u n t 

o f  th e  su b v ersiv e  p lo t b e in g  h a tc h e d  by Z e n g jin g  a n d  Z h an g  Xi.

O n re ad in g  th e  rep o rt. E m peror Y ongzheng  w a s  fu rio u s. He 

im m ed ia te ly  o rd ered  Z e n g jin g  a n d  Z hang  Xi b ro u g h t to  Beijing, 

w h e re  th e y  w ere  q u e s tio n e d  u n d e r  to rtu re . Z h an g  Xi realized  h e  

h a d  b e en  royally  d u p e d  b y  Y ue Z h o n g q i a n d  it w a s  u se le s s  to  

re ca n t now . F u rth e r p ro b in g  b y  th e  co u rt revealed  th a t  Z e n g jin g  

h a d  h a d  c o n ta c t w ith  tw o  s tu d e n ts  o f  Lii Liuliang.

T h e  c a s e  n o w  im p l ic a te d  Lii L iu l ia n g ’s  f a m ily .  A s Lii 

L iu liang w a s  n o  lo n g er a live . E m pero r Y on g zh en g  h a d  h is  to m b  

razed  a n d  h is  c o ffin  sm a sh e d . For goo d  m e a su re , h e  o rd e re d  

th e  e x e c u tio n  o f  Lii L iu lian g 's  o f f s p r in g  a n d  a ll  m e m b e rs  o f
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th e  fam ilie s  o f h is  tw o  s tu d e n ts .  A large n u m b e r o f  in te lle c tu a ls  

w h o  b e lie v e d  in  Lii L iu lian g  w e re  im p l ic a te d  a n d  e x ile d  to  

g a rriso n  d u ty  in  re m o te  f ro n tie r  reg ions.

T h is  w as  a  case  in v o lv in g  p roven  a n ti-Q in g  a c tiv itie s . M any 

o th e r  cases w ere  m u ch  m ore far-fe tched , som e based  o n  s tra in ed , 

h a ir-sp littin g  in te rp re ta tio n s  o f  p u rp o rted ly  s e d itio u s  w o rd s  and  

p h rases . A s in g le  lin e  o f  v e rse , e v en  a  s in g le  w o rd , c o u ld  in voke  

d isa s tro u s  consequences. O nce, a n  official o f  th e  H an lin  A cadem y 

n a m e d  Xu Ju n  w ro te  " " (a legen d ary  b e a s t p a in te d  o n  p riso n

do o rs) fo r "Ш " (H is  M ajesty) by  a  s lip  o f  pen  in  a  m em o ran d u m  

to  th e  e m p e ro r .  H e  w a s  im m e d ia te ly  s a c k e d  b y  E m p e ro r  

Y o n g z h e n g  fo r  t h i s  u n in te n t io n a l  m is ta k e .  In  a  fo llo w -u p  

in v e s tig a tio n , in s p e c to rs  c a m e  u p o n  tw o  l in e s  o f  v e rse  in  a n  

a n th o lo g y  o f  Xu J u n ’s  poem s:

"T he b reeze  (q ing  feng) d o e s  n o t read,

W hy d o e s  it ran d o m ly  tu rn  th e  pages?”

T h e  in v es tig a to rs  in s is te d  th a t  th e  w o rd  "qing" in  "qing feng" 

(breeze) w a s  a n  a llu s io n  to  th e  Q in g  c o u rt.  T h e  u n in te n t io n a l  

o ffen se  o f  d e fam atio n  o f  th e  im perial c o u rt proved  to  be  Xu J u n ’s 

d e a th  sen ten ce .
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28. Em peror Q ian long’s Book 

Bans a n d  A n tho logy  C reation

A fter th e  Q ing u n ified  C h ina, it m ad e  g reat e co n o m ic  s tr id e s  

u n d e r  E m peror Kangxi a n d  E m peror Y ongzheng. D uring  th e  reign 

o f  E m p e ro r  Q ia n lo n g  (a ls o  k n o w n  a s  H o n g li a n d  E m p e ro r 

G aozong  o f  Q ing. so n  o f  E m peror Yongzheng). C h in a 's  pow er and  

p r o s p e r i ty  g re w  to  a n  im p r e s s iv e  le v e l ,  a n d  i t s  c u l t u r a l  

a c h iev e m en ts  a n d  m ilita ry  p ro w ess  re ac h ed  a n  a ll- tim e  h ig h  in  

th is  early  p e rio d  o f  th e  Q ing.

In  t757. A m ursana, th e  D zunghar aris tocrat w h o  had  su b m itted  

to  th e  Qing, s ta rted  a  revolt. A force  sen t by  th e  Q ian long  Em peror 

to  lii succeeded in su p ressing  th is  revolt. T he U igur b ro th ers  Burhan 

Al-Din and  Khwaja-i Ja h a n  held  hostage  by th e  D zunghars escaped  

back  to  th e  T ia n sh a n  M o u n ta in s  in  X in jiang  a n d  s ta r te d  a  revolt 

th e re  against th e  Qing. Em peror Q ianlong sen t a  pun itiv e  exped ition  

a g a in s t th em . T h e  tw o  b ro th e rs  ru th le ss ly  o p p re ssed  th e  people 

th ere  a n d  w ere h a te d  by  th e  U igurs, w h o  rose  u p  in  su p p o rt o f  th e  

Q in g  a rm y . T h e  re v o lt w a s  so o n  in h ib i te d .  In  1762, th e  Q ing 

governm ent estab lish ed  th e  p o st o f  Ili General in X injiang lo r m ore 

e ffec tive  c o n tro l o f  th e  territo ry  n o rth  a n d  so u th  o f  th e  T ian sh an  

M o u n ta in  range.

Like h is  g ra n d fa th e r  a n d  fa th e r . E m pero r Q ian lo n g  d id  n o t 

n e g le c t c u ltu ra l  d e v e lo p m e n t e v en  a s  h e  b u s ie d  h im s e lf  w ith  

m ilita ry  cam paigns. H e c o n tin u e d  to  h o ld  "special e x a m in a tio n s  

fo r b ro a d  le a rn in g  a n d  e x te n s iv e  w o rd s"  to  re c ru it l ite ra t i  a n d
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sc h o la rs  in  th e  c o m p ila tio n  o f  a  v a r ie ty  o f  b o o k s. At th e  sam e  

tim e, h e  re len tle ssly  c arried  o u t lite rary  in q u is itio n s  to  p ersecu te  

s c h o la rs  s u s p e c te d  o f  a n ti-Q in g  s e n tim e n t.  O n h is  w a tc h , th e  

n u m b e r  o f  c a se s  o f  l ite ra ry  in q u is it io n  fa r e x ceed ed  th a t  in th e  

re ig n s o f  E m pero rs K angxi a n d  Y ongzheng.

But E m p ero r Q ian lo n g  w as  a w a re  t h a t  l ite ra ry  in q u is it io n s  

a lo n e  w o u ld  n o t a ssu re  c u ltu ra l c o n tro l by  th e  g o v ern m en t. T ens 

o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  b o o k s rem a in ed  in  p riv a te  co llections. H e so u g h t 

a w ay  fo r  th e  g o v e rn m e n t to  pu rge  th e m  o f  c o n te n t  c o n s id e re d  

in im ica l to  its  rule.

H e fina lly  c am e  u p  w ith  a n  idea: h e  w o u ld  try  to  poo l all th e  

b o o k s in  p riv a te  c o lle c tio n s  in to  a  lib ra ry  to  fo rm  th e  b a s is  o f  a 

v o lu m in o u s  a n th o lo g y  o n  a  sc a le  n ev er a tte m p te d  before . T h is  

w o u ld  a t  o n c e  e n d e a r  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  to  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  

in te llectu a ls by  d em o n s tra tin g  th a t  th e  em p ero r gave h ig h  p riority  

to  c u ltu re , a n d  a ffo rd  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  su b je c t a ll th e  p riv a te  

h o ld in g s  to  rev iew  a n d  cen so rsh ip . H e w ould  be k illin g  tw o  b ird s 

w ith  o n e  s tone .

In  1773, E m peror Q ian lo n g  o rd e re d  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  

"C om plete Library o f  th e  Four T reasu ries" . M em bers o f  th e  royal 

house , p rin ces a n d  g rand  a cad em ics  w ere a p p o in te d  as d irec to rs . 

T h ese  royal a n d  a ris to c ra tic  o ffice rs  largely  p layed  a n  h o norary , 

su p e rv iso ry  role. T h e  e d ito rs  w h o  d id  th e  n itty -g ritty  w o rk  w ere  

re n o w n e d  c o n te m p o ra ry  sch o la rs , in c lu d in g  Dai Z hen . Y ao Nai 

a n d  Ji Y un  a m o n g  o th ers .

S in ce  a n c ie n t  t im e s . C h in a 's  b o o k s  w e re  d iv id e d  in to  fo u r 

g e n e ra l ca teg o ries: j i n g .  o r  c la ss ic s , w h ic h  in c lu d e d  C o n fu c ian  

c la ss ic s  (e.g. T h e  Book o f  Songs.  T h e  A n a le c t s  o f  C o n fu c iu s  a n d  

T h e  Book o f  M encius)  a n d  b o o k s o n  lin g u is tic s  su c h  a s  s tu d ie s
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o f  rh y m es a n d  sounds: shi, o r  h is to ry , w h ic h  in cluded  b ooks abou t 

h is to r y ,  g e o g ra p h y  a n d  b io g r a p h ie s ;  z i.  o r  m is c e l la n e o u s  

ph ilosophy , w h ic h  in c luded  a n c ien t sch o o ls  o f  th o u g h t a n d  books 

o n  s c ie n c e  a n d  te c h n o lo g y , s u c h  a s  a g r ic u ltu re ,  m e d ic in e ,  

a stro n o m y , calendric  system s, a r ith m e tic  a n d  art; a n d  j i .  o r literary 

c o m p o s i t i o n s ,  w h ic h  i n c lu d e d  l i t e r a r y  a n th o l o g i e s  a n d  

m o n o g rap h s . A lib rary  c o lle c tin g  w o rk s  from  all fo u r  c ateg o ries 

w a s  c a lled  th e  S i Ku. o r  Four T reasuries Encyclopedia.

In  o rd e r  to  c o m p ile  su c h  a  m assiv e  an th o lo g y , th e  f irs t  s tep  

w a s  to  a s se m b le  a ll th e  b o o k s . E m pero r Q ia n lo n g  o rd e re d  all 

p ro v in c ia l g o v e rn m e n ts  to  s e a rc h  for a n d  a c q u ire  a ll k in d s  o f  

b o o k s, w h ic h  th e y  w o u ld  se n d  o n  to  th e  c e n tra l g o v e rn m e n t. 

In c e n t iv e s  w e re  o f fe re d  fo r d o n a t io n s  o f  b o o k s  f ro m  p r iv a te  

co llections, w ith  rew ards p roportiona l to  th e  size o f  th e  do n a tio n s. 

S o o n  b o o k s  b eg an  to  p o u r  in  fro m  a c ro ss  th e  co u n try , reach in g  

tw e n ty  th o u sa n d  v o lu m e s  in  tw o  years. W ith  th e  larg e  e x is tin g  

im perial h o ld in g s  th e y  fo rm ed  a n  im p ress iv e  library.

O nce  th e  b o o k s w ere  a ssem b led  in Beijing. E m peror Q ian long  

o rd ered  th e  e d ito rs  to  go th ro u g h  th e m  w ith  a  f in e-to o th ed  com b. 

Any bo o k  found  to  co n ta in  subversive  w ritin g  w as to  be  destroyed  

o u t r ig h t .  T h e  re v ie w  fo u n d  le t te r s  a n d  re p o r ts  p re s e n te d  by  

m in is te rs  in  th e  la te  M ing p e rio d , c o n ta in in g  re fe re n ce s  to  th e  

Q in g  roya l h o u se 's  p re c e d in g  g e n e ra tio n s  t h a t  w e re  le s s  th a n  

resp ec tfu l. T h e  d o c u m e n ts  m en tio n ed , for exam ple, th e  fact th a t 

m em b e rs  o f  th e  o ld e r g en era tio n  o f  th e  Q ing royal c lan  received  

M ing o ffice s  a n d  title s . T h is , in  Q ian lo n g 's  eyes, d id  n o t exac tly  

e c h o  th e  glory  o f  h is  lineage, so  h e  o rd e re d  su c h  p u b lic a tio n s  

b u rn e d  too . T h e  w ritin g s  o f  a v o w ed  a n ti-Q in g  s c h o la rs  like  Lii 

L iuliang a n d  H uan g  D aozhou su ffe red , n eed less  to  say . th e  sam e
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fa te . As th e  rev iew  w e n t o n , it w a s  fo u n d  th a t  ev en  b o o k s  by  

a u th o rs  o f  th e  So n g  D y n asty  c o n ta in e d  c r itic a l re m a rk s  a b o u t 

th e  Liao, th e  J in  a n d  th e  Y uan d y n a s tie s , w h ic h  c o u ld  eas ily  be  

c o n s tru e d  a s  h o s t i le  to  th e  Q in g  a n d  th e re fo re  d e se rv e d  to  be  

d e s tro y e d  e ith e r  c o m p le te ly  o r  p a rtia lly . An a lte rn a tiv e  w a s  to  

ex punge  o r  a lte r su ch  references. T h u s, som e o f  th ese  books w ould 

s u rv iv e ,  b u t  b e y o n d  r e c o g n i t io n .  E m p e ro r  Q ia n lo n g  re a lly  

s tru g g led  to  a cc o m p lish  th e  a n th o lo g y  c o m p ila tio n . A ccord ing  

to  so m e  s ta tis t ic s , nearly  th re e  th o u sa n d  w o rk s  w ere  b a n n e d  or 

b u rn e d  in  th e  p ro cess  o f  c o m p ilin g  th e  F our Treasuries.

R egardless o f  E m peror Q ian lo n g 's  m o tiv a tio n  in  u n d e rtak in g  

th is  c u ltu ra l project, th e  m assiv e  "Four T reasuries" an th o lo g y  w as 

f in a l ly  c o m p le te d  a n d  h a s  b e e n  p re se rv e d  to  t h is  d a y . T h e  

an th o lo g y 's  e d ito r-sch o la rs  sp e n t ten  y ears e d itin g , p roo fread ing  

a n d  t r a n s c r ib in g  th e  te x ts .  U p o n  i t s  c o m p le tio n  in  1782. th e  

an th o lo g y  co m prised  3.503 w o rk s in  79.337 v o lum es. Seven cop ies 

w ere  p roduced  a t  th a t t im e  a n d  p laced  respectively  in  th e  im perial 

palace, th e  Y u an m in g y u an  (S um m er Palace), th e  T raveling  Palace 

in  Je h o l (m odern  C hengde  o f  H ebei Province), Fengtian  (m o d em  

S h enyang). H an g zh o u , Z h en jian g  a n d  Y angzhou . (T hree co p ies 

w ere  e v en tu a lly  d e s tro y e d  by  fire  d u r in g  w a r tim e .) T h is  w a s  a 

s ig n if ic a n t c o n tr ib u t io n  to  fu tu re  s c h o la rs h ip  o n  C h in a 's  rich  

c u ltu ra l  he ritag e , ev en  th o u g h  th e  b o o k s  b a n n ed  a n d  b u rn e d  in  

th e  p ro c ess  o f  th e  c re a tio n  o f  th is  co llec tio n  re p re se n ted  a  lo ss 

to  C h in a 's  c u ltu re . T h e  b a n  w as . b y  its  n a tu re , n o t e x h au s tiv e ; 

m a n y  c u ltu re  a f ic io n a d o s  h id  b o o k s  o f  g re a t v a lu e  fro m  th e  

in q u is ito rs , r isk in g  p r iso n  a n d  w o rse . T h e se  p ro h ib ite d  b o o k s  

re su rfaced  in  th e  la te  p e rio d  o f  th e  Qing.



29, w s ? r ^  u i m m

ш я т ш я .  ‘w m u k ,  ш

^ + w s i e m # .  t t i ± 7 i S t t S $ ^ m f ? f i ! £ № .  т т ж ш  

S r i t f e W ^ T * .

« t s a w f f i ,  б ж « ж # е » - Ф / | ' Ш ,  n  « a # » » ,  f f  

Ш , Л 1 П а # ^ « № # Ж « -  6 Ж й й 9Ғ% . 

g B H W S t f .

Ж Ж ^ Ж Ж Й -Ф # $ Ж Ж 6 < |^ % . ffe^ S fflW E  ( S x i )

w m m m m m .  т ш щ ш и т т ш ,  а т й | Г / ; Ж  

« $ № * ,  т ш £ к ® ш - ш т .  f k ' m m m ® . ,  ш к  

й ,  w - s ^ f i ^ w w .  x i K w ^ W f u )  й ^ т а Ф Г й й - ,  -  

ж h¥misw, 5ғдшж̂ в*й$ж, $ г-
1 - Ж П .

E iE ^B P ^e, В ^ Ж Ж А З Р И т , % m \tf% ' Я  IE

Ш * № Ж й " Ш № .  ж ш ж т ж т ғ , ,  а т ^ ж ^ т з ы л



2g. Cao X ueqin W rites 

A Dream o f  Red Mansions

T h e  b a llo o n in g  d e fe n s e  s p e n d in g  in  th e  y e a rs  o f  m ilita ry  

c a m p a ig n in g  u n d e r  E m p e ro r  Q ia n lo n g . th e  la v ish  e x p e n s e s  

in cu rred  d u rin g  h is  six  to u rs  th ro u g h  th e  p rov in ces so u th  o f  th e  

Y an g tze  a n d  a  c u l tu re  o f  c o rru p tio n  a n d  e x tra v a g a n c e  a m o n g  

p u b lic  o ffic ia ls  all c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  Q ing’s  decline.

It w as  in  th is  p e rio d  th a t  a  n o v e l e n ti t le d  A D reum  o f  Rod  

M ansions  becam e p o p u lar read ing  in  th e  im perial cap ital. Initially , 

t h e  a u th o r s h ip  w a s  u n c le a r  b u t  a f t e r  s o m e  re se a rc h  it w as  

d e te rm in e d  th a t  it w as  p e n n ed  b y  a  m a n  n a m e d  Cao X ueqin.

C ao  X u eq in  w a s  b o rn  to  a n  a r is to c ra t ic  fa m ily . H is  g re a t 

g ra n d fa th e r  C ao Xi w a s  a  c o n fid a n t o f  E m peror K angxi a n d  w as 

d isp a tc h e d  to  J ia n g n in g  to  se rv e  a s  "zhi zao" o r  S u p e rin te n d e n t 

o f  Im perial Silk M anufac tu ring . J ia n g n in g  w as th e n  a  p rosperous 

s o u t h e r n  c i ty  a n d  th e  o f f ic e  o f  "zh i z a o " —o v e r s e e in g  s ilk  

m a n u fa c tu re  fo r th e  im p e ria l h o u se h o ld , w a s  a  lu c ra tiv e  post. 

A fter C ao Xi's d e a th . Cao X ueq in 's  g ra n d fa th e r  C ao Yin. fo llow ed 

by h is  fa th e r C ao Fu. in h e r ite d  th e  po sitio n . N eedless to  say . a fte r 

o c cu p y in g  th e  p o st o f  "zhi zao" fo r th re e  g e n e ra tio n s  sp a n n in g  

six  to  seven  d ecad es , th e  fam ily  had  a m a ssed  im p ress iv e  w ealth .

A fter th e  access io n  o f  E m pero r Y ongzheng , fa llo u t from  th e  

in f ig h t in g  in  th e  ro y a l h o u s e  h i t  th e  C ao  fa m ily . E m p e ro r 

Y on g zh en g  h e ld  a  g ru d g e  a g a in s t llie  C ao fam ily  fo r n o t tak in g  

h is  s id e  in  th e  quarre l. H e no t on ly  rem oved  C ao Fu from  h is  post
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b u t  o rd e re d  a ll a s s e t s  o i th e  C ao  fa m ily  c o n f is c a te d .  T h e  

c a ta s tro p h e  d e sc en d in g  o n  h is  fam ily  w a s  a  trau m a tic  experience 

fo r th e  ten -y ear-o ld  C ao X ueq in . a lre ad y  s e n s i t iv e  to  w h a t  w as 

g o in g  o n  a ro u n d  him .

A fter h is  fa th e r lo st h is  jo b . th e  fam ily  co u ld  n o  lo n g er affo rd  

to  s tay  in J ian g n in g . T h ey  m oved  hack  to  th e ir  n a tiv e  Beijing a n d  

to  a n  in creas in g ly  im p o v e rish ed  life. T he fam ily  seem ed  dogged 

by m is fo rtu n es . Life b e ca m e  m ore d iff ic u lt fo r Cao X ueq in  a f te r  

h is  fa th e r 's  d e a th . H e  h a d  to  m ove to  th e  w e s te rn  o u ts k ir ts  o f  

Beijing w h ere  h e  c o n tin u e d  h is  s tu d ie s  in  sp a rtan  qu arte rs . W hen 

food  ran low . h e  w as  red u ced  to  su rv iv in g  o n  th in  gruel.

I n  h is  n e w  e n v iro n m e n t in  th e  o u t s k i r ts  o f  th e  c ity . Cao 

X u eq in  c a m e  in to  c o n ta c t  w ith  im p o v e r ish e d  lay p eo p le . T h e  

c o n tra s t  b e tw een  th e ir  liv es  a n d  th e  h ig h life  h e  h a d  en jo y ed  in 

h is  c h ild h o o d  se t h im  th in k in g  a lot. H e la te r  d e c id ed  to  w rite  a 

n o v e l b a sed  o n  h i s  e x p e rie n c e s  to  m irro r  c o n te m p o ra ry  life . A  

D ream  o f  R ed  M a n s io n s  w a s  th e  resu lt.

A  D ream  o f  R ed  M a n s io n s  c h ro n ic le s  th e  e v e n ts  revo lv ing  

a ro u n d  th e  a r is to c ra tic  J ia  fam ily  a s  it m oves fro m  i ts  heyday  to 

i ts  d e c l in e .  T h e r e  is  n o  s h o r ta g e  o f  p a r a s i t e s  i n s id e  t h a t  

a r is to c ra t ic  h o u se h o ld  w h o  feed  th e ir  e x tra v a g a n t h a b its  a n d  

carnal p leasu res w ith  m oney  from  charg ing  u su rio u s  in te res t ra tes 

a n d  c o lle c tin g  r e n t.  S o m e  h id e  a f i lth y  m in d  a n d  m e a n  sp ir i t  

b e h in d  a  san c tim o n io u s  facade. T h e  m ain  p ro tagon ists. J ia  Baoyu. 

th e  so n  o f  th e  J ia  fam ily , a n d  h is  co u sin  Lin D aiyu. a re  tw o  young  

people  w h o  a re  d isg u sted  by  th e  a ris to c ra tic  w ay  o f  life  a n d  resist 

th e  ty ran n y  o f  fe u d a l c o n v en tio n s . In  th e  e n v iro n m en t in w hich  

th e y  f in d  th em se lv es , th e ir  a t te m p t  a t  b re a k in g  free  fro m  th e  

c o n fo rm is t  m o ld  is  d o o m e d  to  fa ilu re . A s a re su lt.  Lin D aiyu
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su ffe rs  social co n d em n a tio n  a n d  falls m o rta lly  ill. Jia  Baoyu runs 

aw ay  fro m  h om e. A great a ris to c ra tic  fam ily  w ith  a g lo rio u s past 

th u s  co llap ses like  a  d ecay ed  m an sio n .

C ao X ueqin  d ra w s  w ith  a  sy m p a th e tic  pen  a  v iv id  p o rtra it  o f  

th is  y o u n g  p a ir  a n d  o f  op p ressed  a n d  ab u sed  m aid  serv an ts . T he 

boo k  is  a n  a n g ry  in d ic tm e n t  o f  th e  d e c a d e n c e  a n d  v ice s  o f  th e  

fe u d a l ru l in g  e li te .  In  A D reum  o f  R e d  M a n s io n s ,  th e re  is  a n  

ep iso d e  w h ic h  ex p o ses  h o w  b u re au c ra ts  a n d  rich  a n d  pow erfu l 

fam ilie s  w o rk  h a n d  in  h a n d  to  fleece th e  c o m m o n  folk.

T h e  J ia  fam ily  a n d  th e  X ue  fa m ily  a re  re la te d . T h e  y o u n g  

m a s te r  o f  th e  X ue fam ily . Xue Pan. k ills  so m e o n e  in  a fig h t over 

a  m aid  servan t. T h e  servan t o f  th e  v ic tim 's  fam ily files a co m p la in t 

w ith  th e  g o v ern o r o f  Y ing tian . W h en  th e  g o v ern o r J ia  Y u cu n  is 

o n  th e  p o in t o f  s e n d in g  h is  m en  to  th e  X ue re s id e n c e  to  a rre s t 

th e  s u s p e c t ,  h i s  a t t e n d a n t  s to p s  h im  w ith  a w in k . A fte r  th e  

hearin g  is  over, h e  a sk s  th e  a tte n d a n t  to  s tay  b eh in d  a n d  q ueries 

w h y  h e  h a s  s to p p e d  h im  fro m  g o in g  a f te r  th e  m u rd e r  su sp ec t. 

T h e  a tte n d a n t  p ro d u ces a p iece o f  p ap er o n  w h ic h  is tran sc rib ed  

a  p o p u la r  ba llad , w h ic h  ru n s  a s  follow s:

"Jia I th e  J ia  fam ily) is n o t j ia  la m yth); th ey  h av e  h a lls  o f  w h ite  

ja d e  a n d  h o rse s  o f  gold.

E pang Palace, th ree  h u n d re d  li  in  ex te n t, is  n o t big e n o u g h  to  

h o u se  th e  S h i o f  J in lin g .

Even Longw ang. th e  K ing o f  th e  D ragons, c o m es to  th e  W ang 

o f  J in lin g . w h e n  th e  e a s te rn  sea  n e e d s  a  w h ite  ja d e  bed.

A b u m p e r y ear is  p resaged  b y  p len tifu l Xue' Isnow k to  th em  

p earls  a n d  g em s a re  like  d ir t, a n d  go ld  is  lik e  iron."

T h e  a t te n d a n t  e x p la in s  to  th e  m y s tif ie d  J ia  Y u cu n  th a t  in  

N anjing  th e re  a re  four p ro m in e n t fam ilies: th e  J ia  fam ily  is related
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to  tin- roynl h o u s e  th e  Shi and  th e  W ang fam ilies a re  h igh  officials 

in J in lin g  (m o d em  Nanjing); "Xue" (h o m o p h o n e  o f  x u e  o r  snow ) 

refers to  th e  Xue fam ily—rich  local m erch an ts . T h e  fo u r fam ilies 

are in tricate ly  linked  by  m arriage a n d  to g e th e r w ield  u nparalle led  

pow er. Any o ffic ia l w h o  is  in te re s te d  in  k eep in g  h is  jo b  sh o u ld  

b e  c a re fu l n o t  to  g e t o n  th e  w ro n g  s id e  o f  th e  b ig  fo u r . T h e  

a t t e n d a n t  re m in d s  J ia  Y u cu n  th a t  th e  m u rd e r  su s p e c t  is  n o n e  

o th e r  th a n  th e  y o u n g  m as te r  o f  th e  Xue fam ily . I f  h e  an tag o n izes 

th e  X ue fam ily , n o t  o n ly  w ill h e  lose  h is  jo b  b u t like ly  w ill lose  

h is  h ead  too.

J ia  Y u c u n  g iv e s  a s t a r t  a t  t h e  a t t e n d a n t ’s  w o rd s  a n d  

im m ed ia te ly  a b a n d o n s  th e  id ea  o f  a rre s tin g  th e  suspec t. H e tak es 

th e  a t te n d a n t 's  a d v ic e  a n d  a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  th e  m u rd e r  v ic tim  

h a s  a c tu a lly  d ie d  o f  a  s u d d e n  i lln e ss . A m u rd e r  c a s e  is  th u s  

su m m arily  d isp o se d  of.

Cao X ueqin sp e n t te n  y ea rs  w ritin g  th e  novel in  th e  w este rn  

o u ts k ir ts  o f  B eijing a n d  b e c a m e  very  frail a s  a  re su l t  o f  a h a rd  

life, h a rd  w ork  a n d  failing h e a lth . W h en  h e  f in ish ed  th e  e ig h tie th  

ch ap ter, o n e  o f  h is  favourite  c h ild ren  d ied  o f  illness. Shortly  a fte r 

th is  t r a u m a tic  lo ss . C ao  X ueq in  h im s e l f  le f t  th e  w o rld  b e fo re  

f in ish in g  h is  novel.

A fter th e  d e a th  o f  C ao X ueq in . h is  m a n u s c r ip ts ,  c o p ied  by
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f r ie n d s ,  g ra d u a l ly  s p re a d  to  a  w id e r  a u d ie n c e .  P eo p le  w e re  

d e lig h te d  a n d  m o v ed  b y  th e  n o v e l b u t  la m e n te d  th e  fa c t th a t  

su c h  a  m asterp iece  rem ain ed  a n  u n fin ish ed  w ork. It w as  n o t un til 

la te r  t h a t  a m a n  o f  le tte rs , n am ed  G ao E. co m p le ted  A D ream  o f  

R ed  M a n sio n s  w ith  h is  4o -c h ap te r  sequel.

T h e  c irc u la tio n  o f  th e  novel A D ream o f  R ed  M an sio n s  grew  

a s  m an u a l re p ro d u c tio n s  p ro life ra ted . I ts  ap p ea l h a s  e n d u re d  to 

th is  d a y  a n d  i t  h a s  b e en  a cc la im e d  th e  m o st o u ts ta n d in g  novel 

in a n c ien t C h in a  prized no t on ly  fo r it su p erb  a rtis tic  ach ievem en t 

b u t  fo r  i t s  r e v e l a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  s o c ia l  

c ir c u m s ta n c e s  im m e d ia te ly  p re c e d in g  th e  d e c lin e  o f  C h in a 's  

feudal order. T o th is  day. m any  C h in ese  a n d  in te rn a tio n a l scho lars 

are  still s tu d y in g  a n d  c o n d u c tin g  ev id en tia l research  o n  th is  great 

lite ra ry  w ork . T h is  d isc ip lin e  is  k n o w n  as “R ed ology".
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30. H e Shen , C orrup t M andarin  

w ith  an  In sa tiab le  Greed

E m p ero r Q ia n lo n g 's  6o-year re ig n  w as  m ark e d  b y  b r i l l ia n t  

m ilita ry  a n d  c u ltu ra l  a ch iev e m en ts . H e b ecam e sm u g  a n d  to o k  

to  c a llin g  h im s e lf  "sh i q u a n  lao  ten "  (lite ra lly , te n -p e rfe c t old 

p e rso n  I o r. to  bo rrow  from  m o d ern  p o p u la r  c u ltu re  v e rn acu la r, a 

ven erab le  e ld e r  w ith  "a p erfec t ten." W ith  a n  increasing ly  in fla ted  

ego, h e  g rew  fond  o f  flattery . T h is  gave an  o p en in g  to  people  w ho 

in g ra tia ted  th em se lv es  w ith  th e  em p ero r to  g ain  co n tro l o v er th e  

levers o f  pow er.

B efore o n e  o f  E m pero r Q ia n lo n g 's  to u rs , h e  in s t ru c te d  h is  

a id e s  to  read y  th e  royal p ro c ess io n , b u t  th e s e  h a rrie d  o ffic ia ls  

w e re  u n a b le  to  q u ick ly  lo ca te  th e  ye llo w  c a n o p ie s  req u ired  for 

th e  p rocession . E m peror Q ian long  lost h is  tem p e r  a n d  d e m a n d ed  

to  k n o w  w h o  w a s  re sp o n sib le  fo r th is  g litch .

T h e  o ffic ia ls  w ere  sca red  sp eech less  by  th e  royal rep roach . A 

y o u n g  c o m m a n d a n t w as  h ea rd  to  say  w ith  ca lm  se lf-assu ran ce ; 

T h o s e  in  c h arg e  sh o u ld  b e  h e ld  acco u n tab le ."

E m peror Q ian lo n g  tu rn e d  h is  g lan ce  in  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  th e  

sp e a k er a n d  fo u n d  h im  to  b e  h a n d so m e , w ith  d e lic a te  fea tu res , 

a n d  se lf -a ssu re d . P leased  b y  th e  y o u n g  c o m m a n d a n t 's  w o rd s . 

E m pero r Q ian lo n g  ask ed  fo r h is  n am e , th e  m a tte r  o f  th e  yellow  

can o p ies n o w  com plete ly  fo rgo tten . T he y o u n g  co m m a n d an t gave 

th e  n a m e  o l H e  S h e n  a n d  a n sw e re d  w ith  e a se  a ll s u b s e q u e n t  

q u e s tio n s  a b o u t  h is  fam ily  a n d  th e  b o o k s h e  h a d  s tu d ied .
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E m peror Q ian lo n g  w a s  so  im p ressed  by H e S h e n  th a t  lie  pu t

la te r  a p p o in te d  h im  Palace G u a rd sm an . H e S h e n  h a d  a  n im b le  

m in d  a n d  w a s  a b le  to  c a te r  to  Q ian lo n g 's  every  need ; k n o w in g  

th e  e m p e ro r ’s  e a g e rn e s s  to  h e a r  p ra is e , H e  S h e n  n e v e r  sa id  

a n y th in g  t h a t  w o u ld  g ra te  o n  th e  royal e a rs . In  tim e , H e S h en  

b e ca m e  a  c o n f id a n t to  th e  E m peror a n d  en jo y ed  a  m ete o ric  rise  

to  pow er. In  less th a n  te n  y ears h e  ro se  from  g u a rd sm an  to  G rand 

A cadem ic. Later. E m peror Q ian lo n g  gave h is  d a u g h te r . P rin cess 

H ex iao . in  m arriag e  to  H e S h e n 's  so n . W ith  t h is  n ew  a llian c e  

th ro u g h  m arriag e  w ith  ro y a lty . H e S h e n ’s  p o w e r g rew  to  new  

h e ig h ts . G iven  E m p ero r Q ia n lo n g 's  fra il h e a l th  a n d  a d v an c ed  

y ears, th e  ru n n in g  o f  s ta te  n a tu ra lly  fell to  H e Shen .

H e  Sh en  u se d  h is  e n o rm o u s  p o w e r c h ie f ly  to  a m a ss  p riv a te  

w e a lth  th ro u g h  cro o k ed  m e a n s  a n d  n o t to  a d v an ce  th e  in te re s ts  

o f  th e  n a tio n  a n d  society. N ot o n ly  d id  h e  accep t bribes, h e  openly  

e x to r ted  m oney . Not o n ly  d id  h e  s tea l from  th e  s ta te  covertly , he 

p lu n d e re d  o v ertly . All t r ib u te s  by  local g o v e rn m e n t o ffic ia ls  to  

th e  e m p e ro r  p a s se d  th ro u g h  H e  S h e n 's  h a n d s .  T h e  f in e s t  a n d  

ra re s t trea su re s  w ere  k ep t by  H e Shen a n d  th e  re s t w o u ld  b e  sen t 

on  to  th e  im perial palace. Luckily fo r h im . E m peror Q ian long  never 

c h eck ed , a n d  n o  o n e  d a re d  to  re p o rt th e  irreg u laritie s . T h u s . He 

S h en 's  greed grew .

O n ce, a  m in is te r  n a m e d  S u n  S h iy i w a s  o n  h is  w ay  to  see  

E m peror Q ian lo n g  a f te r  re tu rn in g  fro m  a  tr ip  to  th e  so u th  w hen  

h e  ra n  in to  H e  S h e n  a t  th e  e n tr a n c e  to  th e  p a lace . G e s tu r in g  

to w a rd  a b o x  h e ld  in  S u n 's  h a n d . H e S h e n  a sk e d . "W hat hav e  

y o u  g o t there?"

"It's  j u s t  a  sn u f f  bo ttle ,"  rep lied  Sun  Shiyi.

h im  in  c h arg e  o f  royal p ro cess io n s  a n d  p ag ean ts  o n  th e  spo t. He



W S-hmf*. ЯРЯ
ш # т х  

* ,  т ш & ч т ш ,  т  ( S x i d n )  ж т > ш ш :  - » $ щ !  

й д й ^ $ ,  % Ш 1 -

$ Р ± Й Ш Ш Й :  ‘ К .  Ш Т .  Ш Ф $ ! Д Й ® & Ш & М ± 1 Й .  

№ЗсЕ^#вяж±Т."
} Е « $ Й Й ' ± 8 $ ^ Ж - $ .  “ f t

r a S ^ f f ^ S t ^ .  М -£ -Я Р № »Й 1У ! "

ш ® ш я ш т % т ш я .  & т ш .  f f i x f f i w  

« 6 - е ,  R n w ^ s m m i X :  

s # * ,  № ^FI6й ^ ± г к ж ж й я р я  t t ? "

ы ± т ш £ - т . т т % т % ш ш т р м . к  

±е«1ЖпЕ#т/1б]. -с-жи, 
ж, -&ш%.шшшт. (ёшшпв/г,
$ S « / A . S S S i t i * M .

Я Я Ш А Ш Й Ш Х Л .  Т Ъ Ш Ш Ж Ж ,  - S t e f f i



H e Shen w alked u p  and  uncerem oniously  grabbed th e  box from  

S un . W h en  h e  o p en ed  th e  box. a sn u f f  b o ttle  carv ed  o u t  o f  a  big 

p recious s to n e  greeted  h is  eyes. He S h en  took it o u t o f  th e  box  and  

co u ld n 't tak e  h is  eyes o f f  it a s  h e  c lu ck ed  h is  to n g u e  in  w onder.

"W h at a  f in e  sp e c im en ! W hy d o n 't  you  g ive  it to  m e?" H e 

a sk e d  w ith  a n  in g ra tia tin g  sm ile.

"Oh. th a t 's  im possib le ."  S u n  Shiyi sa id  qu ick ly . "I p ro m ised  

th is  to  th e  e m p e ro r y esterday ."

H e S h e n 's  face  d a rk e n e d  a s  h e  sh o v e d  th e  b o t tle  in to  S un 's 

h a n d s  a n d  sa id  w ith  a  sn o rt. '1 w as  o n ly  k idd ing . Y ou a re  su c h  a 

ch eapskate ."

Sun  S h iy i p re se n te d  th e  p re c io u s  s n u f f  b o ttle  to  E m p ero r 

Q ianlong. A lew  d ay s la te r w h e n  h e  saw  H e S h en  again , th e  la tter 

sa id  g loatingly . "1 got ho ld  o f  a ra re  gem  yesterday . T ak e  a look a t 

it! H ow  d o es it stack  u p  ag a in s t th e  o n e  you gave to  th e  e m p ero r? ’

W h en  Sun  Shiyi m oved  c lo ser to  h a v e  a  look, h e  fo u n d  it to 

b e  th e  very s a m e  s n u f f  b o ttle  h e  h a d  p re sen ted  to  th e  e m p e ro r a 

fe w  d a y s  b e fo re . S u n  S h iy i m u m b le d  so m e  v a g u e  re sp o n se , 

w o n d e rin g  h o w  it e n d e d  u p  in  H e S h e n 's  p o sse ss io n . E m peror 

Q ia n lo n g  m u s t  h a v e  g iven  it to  h im  a s  so m e  k in d  o f  rew ard , h e  

sp ecu la ted . Al te r  so m e  d isc ree t in q u irie s  h e  learned  th a t  th e  s n u ff  

b o ttle  h a d  b een  sm ugg led  o u t o f  th e  p alace by  a e u n u c h  w h o  had  

b een  b rib ed  by  H e  S hen.

H e S h e n  u se d  h is  o f f ic e  a n d  p o w e r to  th e  fu ll to  ra k e  in  

p e rso n a l w e a lth . O ffic ia ls  o f  th e  c o u r t  a n d  local g o v e rn m e n ts , 

k n o w in g  h is  lik e s  a n d  d is lik e s , left n o  s to n e  u n tu rn e d  to  f in d  

ra re  trea su re s  a n d  je w e lry  to  b u y  H e Sh en 's good w ill. W ith  h ig h
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o ffic ia ls  e x to r tin g  fro m  lo w er-ran k in g  o ffic ia ls  a n d  low -rank ing  

b u re a u c ra ts  e x to r t in g  fro m  th e  laypeop le . it b e c a m e  h a rd e r  for 

th e  peo p le  to  m ak e  e n d s  m eet.

A fter s ix ty  y ears o f  reign. E m peror Q ian long  ceded  th e  th ro n e  

to  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  Y o n g y an , w h o  a c c e d e d  to  th e  th r o n e  a s  

E m peror R enzong  o f  Q ing, a lso  k n o w n  a s  E m peror Jiaq ing .

E m p e ro r J ia q in g  h a d  lo n g  b e en  a w are  o f  H e  S h e n 's  b r ib e 

ta k in g  a n d  u n la w fu l a c ts . W h en  E m pero r Q ian lo n g  d ie d  th re e  

y e a rs  later, E m pero r J ia q in g  im m e d ia te ly  h a d  H e Sh en  a rre s ted  

a n d  o r d e r e d  h im  to  c o m m it  s u ic id e .  A ll h i s  a s s e t s  w e re  

c o n fisca te d  by  th e  gov ern m en t.

H e Shen 's fabu lous w ealth  w as co m m o n  know ledge, b u t w hen  

h is  a s se ts  w ere  in v en to ried  for c o n fisca tio n , th e  p u b lic  w a s  still 

a s to n ish ed  by w h a t w as revealed. T h e  long  list recorded incredib le 

a m o u n ts  o f gold, silver, jew elry , f in e  s ilk s  a n d  brocade, ra re  curios 

and  antiques. By rough estim a tes  they  w ere valued a t  e ig h t hun d red  

m illio n  tae ls  o f  s ilver—eq u iv a len t to  te n  y ea rs  o f  s ta te  revenue.
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T h o se  c o n fis c a te d  a s s e ts  w ere  re p o rte d ly  t ra n s p o r te d  in to  th e  

im perial palace. T h is  p ro m p ted  th e  cynical doggerel:

"He Sh en  h a s  fallen , b u t  E m peror Jiaq in g  g e ts  to  e a t h is  fill." 

P araphrased : "H e S h e n 's  lo ss  is  E m peror J ia q in g 's  gain."

At h is  d e a th .  E m p e ro r J ia q in g  w as  s u c c e e d e d  by h is  so n . 

M inning , a s  E m peror X uanzong  o f  Qing. a lso  k n o w n  a s  E m peror 

D aoguang. He p re s id ed  o v er th e  d e c lin e  o f  th e  Q ing D ynasty , as 

W este rn  im p e ria lis t p o w e rs  s te p p ed  u p  th e ir  in v as io n  o f  C h in a  

an d  th e  n a tio n  e n te re d  a  period  o f  d e ep e n in g  c ris is . In  1840, th e  

tw e n tie th  y ea r o f  Em peror Daoguang"s reign, th e  O pium  W ar broke 

ou t. T h e  ev en t m ark ed  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a g rad u al tran sfo rm atio n  

o f  C h in a  from  a  feu d al in to  a  sem i-co lon ia l, sem i-feu d al society . 

As its  p eo p le  fou g h t v a lian tly  a n d  ten ac io u sly  a g a in s t im peria lis t 

in v as io n s  a n d  feu d al rule. C h in a  e n te re d  i ts  m o d ern  h isto ry .
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