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To th e  R eader

A cquisition  o f  p ro fic iency  in  a fo reign  language ca lls  for 

d ilig en t p rac tices  in  listen ing , speaking, read ing , an d  w riting. 

L earning C h in ese  is n o  excep tio n . To a s tu d e n t o f  C hinese, 

e x te n s iv e  re a d in g  e x e rc ise s  a re  a s  im p o r ta n t  a s  c o n s ta n t 

exposu re  to  spoken  M andarin.

C ultural China: Chinese-English Readers series is an open- 

e n d e d  se r ie s  o f  c o lle c tio n s  o f  w rit in g s  in  C h in ese , m ostly  

essays and  sh o r t sto rie s  by con tem porary  C hinese w riters. Our 

pu rpose in p u ttin g  to g e th e r th is  b ilingual series is  to  h e lp  you 

enjoy co n tem p o ra ry  C h inese  lite ra tu re  an d  o th e r  w ritin g s in 

th e i r  a u th e n tic , u n a d u lte ra te d  flav o r and  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  

C hinese society , cu ltu re , h isto ry , and  th e  con tem porary  life o f 

th e  C h inese peop le  as you lea rn  th e  language an d  h o n e  you r 

read ing  skills. A bilingual tex t will ass ist you in  better savoring 

th e s e  w o rk s  a n d  in  c h e c k in g  y o u r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  

C h inese  orig inal aga in s t th e  English tran s la tio n .

We hope you will like th is  volum e.

— th e  Editor
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A bout th e  Book

Tales fro m  Five T h o u sa n d  Years o f  C h in ese  H isto ry  is  a 

collection o f  sto ries arranged in chronological order, covering a 

period from  ancient tim es to  th e  pre-Opium-W ar Qing Dynasty.

T he topics were selected by educator and linguist. Lin H anda 

11900 -  1972). w ho  d rew  up th e  o u tlin e  fo r th e  co llection  and 

contribu ted  som e chapters. Following Lin's death . Cao Yuzhang 

11924 -  1996I took over his m antle and com pleted the work. This 

com bined effo rt o f  tw o  consecutive au th o rs  h as enjoyed w ide 

appeal by v ir tu e  o f  its  h is to ric a l accu racy , w e ll-s tru c tu red  

narrative, fluen t w riting and d is tinc tive  style.

T he b ilingual Tales from  Five T h o u sa n d  Years o f  C hinese  

H istory  fW covers a  period o f  history from  th e  foundation  o f the 

N orthern Song D ynasty  to  th e  last years o f  th e  Y uan Dynasty. 

For th e  sake o f  brevity, th e  original Chinese work has been slightly 

abridged in th is  bilingual edition.
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I  nles From Сhii 
Inuteriiil Yellow Ret

I .  T h e Im peria l Y ellow  

Robe Is Now H is

W hen Em peror Gong o f  the Later Zhou Dynasty ascended to  

th rone , h e  w as too  young to  govern, so  h is  ch ie f  m in isters Fan 

Zhi a n d  W ang Pu acted  as regents. In  a Later Z hou racked by 

po litica l u n ce rta in tie s , rum ors began c ircu la tin g  am o n g  th e  

an x ie ty -r id d e n  re s id e n ts  o f  th e  im p eria l c a p ita l th a t  Zhao 

Kuangyin w as on the po in t o f  grabbing th e  throne.

A trusted  military com m ander o f  Emperor Shizong o f  the Later 

Zhou Dynasty, Zhao Kuangyin had achieved an  im pressive string 

o f  battlefie ld  successes as h e  follow ed Em peror Shizong in his 

cam paigns across China. The Em peror placed so  m uch tru s t in 

Zhao tha t h e  appointed him  a com m ander o f  th e  Im perial Army 

in  charge o f  defending the Emperor and the capital, w ith th e  title 

o f  Palace Inspector-G eneral. T he Im perial Army w as th e  best- 

tra ined  and m ost well equipped m ilitary u n it in th e  Later Zhou 

Dynasty.

Upon the death  o f  Emperor Shizong. the contro l o f  the armed 

forces fell in to  the h a n d s  o f  Zhao Kuangyin. T he h istory  o f  the 

Five Dynasties period w as replete w ith instances m  w hich military 

co m m an d ers  took over th e  th ro n e . Specu la tion  ab o u t Zhao’s 

in ten tion  to  seize pow er w as therefore no t a t all surprising.

In 960 AD. a t a  grand audience in th e  Zhou court du ring  th e  

Spring Festival, a m essenger b rought an urgen t w ar a lert to  the 

capital from  th e  frontiers. An allied force o f  th e  N orthern  Han
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Imperial Yrllow Kobe Is Now His

D ynasty  and  th e  Liao D ynasty had  launched  an a ttack  o n  th e  

Zhou borders. Amid th e  general pan ic  at th e  court. Fan Zhi and 

W ang Pu m ade th e  decision  to  d ispatch  Zhao Kuangyin to  repel 

the attack.

W hen lie received th is  order, Zhao im m edia te ly  se t about 

a p p o in tin g  h is  c o m m a n d e rs  and  m u s te rin g  h is  fo rces, and  

w ith in  tw o  days h e  led  h is  m assive arm y o u t o f  Bianjing. the 

capital. H e took along h is  bro ther Zhao Kuangyi and  h is trusted  

adv ise r Zhao Pu.

Arriving th a t evening a t the C henqiao post house  abou t ten 

m iles o u t from  th e  capital, Zhao Kuangyin ordered his troops to 

se t up cam p for th e  n igh t. The so ld iers fell asleep  before th e ir  

h e a d s  h i t  th e  p illow . In th e  m ean tim e , so m e  c o m m an d e rs  

gathered  in private consultation . Some said. T h e  Em peror is so 

young he w on't he able to  rem em ber or recognize o u r contribution 

in the fu tu re  even if  w e risk our lives to  fight th e  battles for him  

now . I t w ould be so  m uch  m ore w o rth  o u r w h ile  to  acclaim  

Inspecto r-G enera l Z hao  a s  E m peror!" T h e  idea w on general 

app rova l am o n g  a ll th o se  p re s e n t a t  th e  d is c u s s io n , a n d  a 

representative conveyed it to  Zhao Kuangyi and Zhao Pu.

B efore th e  re p re s e n ta t iv e  h ad  a c h a n c e  to  f in is h  h is  

p resen ta tion , th e  o th er com m anders had rushed  in w ith  the ir 

sw ords draw n and clam ored in  unison. "We've decided. We m ust 

have the Inspector-General as ou r Emperor!"

K eeping th e ir  joy in  check , Z hao  K uangyi an d  Z hao  Pu 

adm onished them  to calm  their troops an d  see th a t th e  situation 

d id  n o t get o u t o f  h an d . At th e  sam e tim e, th ey  d isp a tch ed  a 

m essenger to  in fo rm  G eneral Shi S houx in  a n d  General W ang 

Shenqi. w ho had  stayed beh in d  to  defend th e  capital.
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As w ord quickly spread th rough  th e  cam p, th e  troops, now 

aroused from  th e ir  sleep, thronged en thusiastica lly  to  th e  post 

house w here Zhao Kuangyin w as staying and  waited outside until 

daybreak.

Zhao Kuangyin. after drinking him self to  sleep, w as aw akened 

by th e  d in  o f  voices com ing  from  th e  ou ts ide . He opened  the 

door and heard a  loud appeal: "We w an t the Inspector-General to 

be Emperor!"

Before Zhao K uangyin cou ld  u tte r  a  w ord, several so ld iers 

had scram bled in and  draped a yellow robe o n  him . T he troops 

fell on  th e ir  knees and  kow tow ed before  h im  am id  a general 

clam or o f  "Long live the Emperor!" They pu t Zhao Kuangyin o n  a 

horse, no t w ithou t som e pushing and dragging, to  lead the troops 

b ark  to  th e  capital.

Once in  h is saddle on the horse. Zhao Kuangyin finally had a 

chance  to m ake h im se lf heard: "Since you've m ade m e Emperor, 

will you be able to  follow  my orders?"

T he troops an sw ered  as a m an , "We are  c e rta in ly  a t His 

M ajesty's orders."

T herefore, Zhao Kuangyin issued  th e  o rder th a t h is  troops 

w ere to  ensu re  the safety o f  th e  Empress Dowager and th e  young 

Emperor o f  th e  Later Zhou Dynasty upon the ir en trance  in to  the 

capital, forbidding them  to  do any harm  to  th e  court officials or 

to  raid th e  s ta te  treasury or storehouses. Those carrying o u t these 

orders w ould he rew arded and those  breaching them  w ould be 

s e v e re ly  p u n is h e d .  S in c e  Z hao  K u a n g y in  w as  su p re m e  

com m ander o f  the Im perial Army and enjoyed th e  support of his 

generals, there was no
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to  th e  le t te r . T h e  tro o p s  m arch ed  to w ard  th e  c ap ita l in  a 

d isciplined, orderly fashion.

W ith in s id e  su p p o rt p rov ided  by Shi S houx in  and  W ang 

Shenqi. tak ing  th e  capital Bianjing w as easy  for Zhao's arm y.

W hen  Fan Z hi an d  W ang Pu w ere  b ro u g h t b e fo re  Zhao 

Kuangyin. h e  said to  them  w ith  feigned em barrassm ent. "I know 

I owe a deep debt o f  gratitude to  Emperor Shizong. But w hat could 

I d o  w hen th e  troops w ouldn 't take my no for an answer?"

Fan Zhi and  W ang Pu did no t know  how  to  reply. A general 

barked. "We ow e allegiance to  n o n e  o th e r th a n  th e  Inspector- 

General. and  we w an t h im  to  be ou r Emperor a s  o f  today!"

Frightened. Fan Zhi and W ang Pu w ent dow n on the ir knees 

to  pay hom age to  Zhao Kuangyin.

W ith th e  a b d ic a tio n  o f  E m peror G ong o f  th e  Later Z hou 

Dynasty. Zhao Kuangyin becam e Emperor o f  a  new  dynasty called 

th e  Song, a n d  c h o se  D ongjing Im odern -day  K aifeng, H enan 

Provincel a s  h is  capital. T h is  becam e know n to  h is to ry  as th e  

N orthern  Song Dynasty. Zhao K uangyin assum ed  th e  title  o f 

Emperor Taizu o f  th e  Northern Song Dynasty. The Five Dynasties 

period  characterized  by five decades o f  w ar and  conflic t th u s 

ended.
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W ith Zhao Kuangyin in th e  throne, h is  m o ther w as now  the 

Empress Dowager. W hen th e  m inisters extended congratulations 

to her, the Em press Dowager looked w orried, h e r brow kn itted  

tightly.

A fter th e  d epartu re  o f  th e  m in isters, h e r a tte n d a n ts  asked 

th e  Empress Dowager. "Why are you unhappy  on th e  occasion o f  

your so n s  e n th ro n e m e n tr

T he Empress Dowager said. "I u n d ers tan d  th a t it's  tough to 

he an  em peror. The em peror ea rn s respect only  w hen it governs 

th e  country  well, i f  h is  rule leads to  chaos, th e  em peror is stuck 

and can no longer return  to civilian life even if  he w an ts  to."

T he Empress Dowagers worry was no t unfounded. China was 

divided at th e  tim e o f  Zhao Kuangyin's accession. Some military 

com m issioners w ho controlled parts o f  th e  Central Plains during 

the Later Zhou Dynasty begrudged Zhao's accession to th e  throne. 

T here w ere also independent governm ents on th e  ou te r fringes 

o f  China.
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2 . A Cup o f  W ine Relieves th e  

G enerals o f  T h e ir C om m and

Barely Six m o n th s  in to  th e  reign o l Em peror Taizu o f  th e  

N orthern  Song Dynasty, tw o m ilitary  com m issioners rebelled. 

Em peror Taizu personally  led h is  arm y to  q u ash  th e  rebellion, 

w hich was p u t dow n after m uch effort.

T h is  e x p e rie n c e  deep ly  u n se t tle d  E m pero r T aizu . w ho 

privately asked Zhao Pu. "Why have five dynasties already risen 

and fallen in  th e  short space o f  tim e betw een the end o f  the Tang 

Dynasty and  now. all plagued by end less strife  th a t took a huge 

toll on civilian lives?"

Zhao 141 replied. T h e  reason is qu ite  plain. The anarchy  in 

th e  co u n try  Inis its  orig in  in th e  unco n tro lled  g row th  o f  th e  

m ilitary  governors' pow er. O nce th e  con tro l o f  th e  m ilitary  is 

centralized in the hands o f  th e  court, th e  country will be a t  peace."

Emperor Taizu nodded in approval.

On an o th e r occasion. Zhao Pu said  to Em peror Taizu. "Shi 

Shouxin and Wang Shenqi. the two generals o f  the Imperial Army, 

w ield too m uch pow er over th e  army. It's a good idea to  transfer 

them  o u t o f  th e  Imperial Army."

The Emperor reassured him . "Don't worry. These tw o  are old 

friends o f  m ine and will no t challenge me."

Zhao Pu replied. "I'm not worried about the possibility o f  their 

rebelling against you. They lack leadership  qualities; if  trouble 

brew s in the ir ranks, they  will be overwhelm ed."
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Em peror Taizu tapped h is  tem ple  and  said. T h a n k s  for the 

tim ely warning!"

A few days la te r Emperor Taizu hosted a banquet in h is palace, 

to  w hich h e  invited  sen ior generals, includ ing  Shi Shouxin  and 

W ang Shenqi.

A fter a few  ro u n d s  o f  w ine. E m peror T aizu  o rdered  th e  

eunuchs in a ttendance  to  w ithdraw . Raising h is  cup. h e  proposed 

a toast and  invited  th e  guests to  drink  up. saying. "W ithout your 

help  I w ou ldn’t he here  today. But does any  one o f  you realize 

th a t  th e  E m p ero r h a s  h is  s h a re  o f  p ro b le m s . A m ili ta ry  

com m issio n e r w ould  h av e  it  easie r th a n  th e  Em peror. To be 

candid  w ith  you. I haven 't had a good n igh t’s sleep for th e  past 

year."

Shi Shouxin and th e  o thers  w ere surprised to hear th is  from 

the Emperor and asked for clarification.

Emperor Taizu said. "Isn’t it  obvious? T he th rone  is a  much 

coveted prize.”

Shi Shouxin and  th e  o thers  got th e  d rift and w ent dow n on 

the ir knees in fear, saying, "Why does H is Majesty say th is? Now 

th a t stability  has been re established in th e  country, w ho would 

have the tem erity  to  w aver in h is allegiance to  H is Majesty?"

Shaking h is  head . Em peror T aizu  said. "I have  full tru s t in 

you. However, if  som e am ong your troops should  be tem pted  by 

w ealth  and  pow er and  pu t a yellow  robe on  you, w ould you be 

able to  resist?"

Shi Shouxin and th e  o thers now  clearly sensed danger; they 

kept knocking th e ir  heads on th e  floor and  said in a teary voice. 

"U nsophisticated  m ilitary  m en th a t  w e are. th e  th o u g h t never 

en tered  our m ind. Will His Majesty po in t a  way ou t for us?"
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Em peror Taizu said, “I th ink  it w ould be in your in te rest to 

h an d  your co n tro l over th e  a rm y  to  th e  c o u rt and  tak e  u p  a 

s inecu re  som eplace aw ay from  th e  capital. You will be able to 

buy som e land and som e houses, w hich could be bequeathed to 

your offspring, and  live ou t th e  res t o f  your life in  happiness and 

w ithou t care. You and I w ill be like family, w ith  no  m ore reason 

for any m utual m istrust. Isn 't th a t be tter for all o f  us?"

Shi Shouxin  and the o thers  replied in un ison . "His Majesty 

h as seen to  every detail w ith  our in terest in  h is  heart!"

T he guests w en t hom e after th e  banquet. The nex t m orning 

each one  o f  th em  sub m itted  a m em orial asking perm ission  to 

resign  th e ir  o ffice  because  o f  age and  illness. E m peror Taizu 

im mediately granted their request and took back their power over 

the military. They w ere subsequently  sen t away w ith  large sum s 

o f  m oney to  take up office as regional m ilitary com m issioners.

T his inciden t is know n to  C hinese h is to ry  as "a cup o f  w ine 

th a t relieves th e  generals o f  the ir com m and."

On a later occasion w hen som e military com m issioners cam e 

to  th e  capital for an im perial aud ience. Em peror Taizu invited  

them  to  a banquet in th e  im perial garden. He said to  them . "You 

a re  all v e teran  m in is te rs  o f  th e  governm en t and  busy  in your 

m ilitary  d istricts. I am  really sorry to  ask you to  undertake such 

a strenuous trip."

A sm art m ilitary com m issioner cam e u p  w ith  a quick answer. 

"1 haven 't m ade any  m ajor co n tribu tion  th a t w ould ju s tify  my 

stay ing  in office. I request H is M ajesty's perm ission to retire to 

m y hom e town."
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A nother, less tac tfu l m ilitary  com m issioner began talk ing 

a b o u t h is  a c h ie v e m e n ts , w h ich  c a u se d  E m pero r T aizu  to  

com m ent w itli a frown. T h e re 's  no need to  rehash this old stuff."

T h e  n e x t day  E m peror T aizu  re lieved  all th e s e  m ilita ry  

com m issioners o f  the ir com m and.

A fte r ta k in g  b ack  th e  p o w er o f  th e  reg io n a l m ilita ry  

com m anders. Emperor Taizu reorganized th e  m ilitary, w ith  the 

best m en selected  from  arm ies aw ay from  th e  capita l recruited 

to  constitu te  th e  Imperial Army, w hich  was p u t u n d e r th e  direct 

con tro l o f  th e  Emperor. Top local officia ls w ere now  appointed 

by th e  cen tra l governm ent. W ith th e  im plem en ta tion  o f  these 

m easures, th e  N orthern  Song D ynasty  finally  began to  see a 

m easure o f  stability.
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3- Li, th e  Last King, 

Loses H is K ingdom

With his house in order, the ambitious Emperor Taizu was 
now poised to unify the country by military force. Of the Ten 
Kingdoms of the Five Dynasties Period, the Northern Flan in the 
north, and the Southern Tang. Wuyue. the Later Shu. the Southern 
Han and Nanping in the south were left. Which one should he 
take on first in his quest to unify China? Should he start by 
attacking the Northern Han. or tac kle the soutli first? Emperor 
Taizu reflected on these matters for days without coming to a 
conclusion.

One freezing night. Zhao Pu was keeping himself warm by a 
stove when he heard someone knocking on his door. He 
wondered who could be visiting in such a snowstorm. He opened 
the door and took a close look at the unexpected visitor in a cape 
standing in the snow. He recognized, to his great surprise. 
Emperor Taizu.

Zhao Pu quickly ushered Emperor Taizu into the house, stoked 
the fire and started boiling a pot of meat. He told his wife to 
bring wine to the table.

Zhao Pu asked. "Why has His Majesty come out in such a 
blizzard?"

Emperor Taizu said. "I couldn't sleep with all these things on 
my mind, so 1 thought I might as well come to you for advice."

After hearing Emperor Taizu out. Zhao Pu paused for reflection
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before saying. "If we take the Northern Han first, we will face 
threat from the Liao. It would be better to pacify the south before 
turning around to attack the Northern Han. which is so tiny that 
sooner or later it will submit to His Majesty."

Emperor Taizu was pleased with the advice. That's the 
conclusion I've come to. as well.”

Once Emperor Taizu and Zhao Pu undertook the pacification 
of the south, it would be another ten years before Nanping, the 
Later Shu and the Southern Han were conquered, leaving only 
the two separatist regimes, the Southern Tang and Wuyue.

The Southern Tang was the largest of the Ten Kingdoms. It 
was economically prosperous because it was blessed with fertile 
land and was spared the ravages of war suffered by the Central 
Plains. Unfortunately, in their collective political ineptitude, a 
succession of kings of this once wealthy kingdom managed to 
pul it on a path of decline.

The last of these kings. Li Yu. known to Chinese history as Li. 
the Last King of the Southern Tang, was a renowned poet, 
exceptionally accomplished in the aits of verse, music, calligraphy 
and painting, but dismally ignorant of the art of governance. 
Following the founding of the Northern Song Dynasty. Li Yu paid 
huge annual tributes to it in gold, silver and other treasures in 
the hope of preserving his status. After three smaller neighboring 
states were conquered by Emperor Taizu of the Northern Song 
Dynasty, he became apprehensive and lost no time in sending an 
emissary with a letter to Emperor Taizu. declaring his willingness 
to rename his kingdom "Southern Tang" and to change his title 
to "King of Jiangnan." This tiny concession proved insufficient 
to alter the determination of Emperor Taizu to unify China.
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In September of 974 AD. Emperor Taizu sent his generals Cao 
Bin and Pan Mci at the command ol 100.000 troops to attack the 
Southern Tang by land and by water. Cao Bin's waterborne force 
sailed out of Jingnan eastward on the Yangtze River and soon 
reached Caishiji (modern-day Ma'anshan. Anhui Province) after 
taking control of Chizhou Imodern-day Guichi. Anhui Province). 
Pan Mei's infantry found its advance barred by the wide river 
after it reached the north bank of the Yangtze.

A suggestion was made to the Song troops to build a pontoon 
bridge made of bamboo rafts and big boats across the river so 
that the infantrymen could safely and quickly cross over. Pan 
Mci immediately acted on the suggestion and started building 
the pontoons.

When this information reached JInling(modern-day Nanjing, 
Jiangsu Province), the capital of the Southern Tang Dynasty, the 
king was drinking with his ministers. Li, the Last King asked his 
ministers for advice. They replied. "Never since ancient time have 
we heard of such a thing as crossing a river on pontoons. It will 
never work!"

The Last King said w ith  a peal o f  laughter. "I knew these were 

a bunch o f  k ids dabbling in ad u lt stuff."

Three day later, the Song troops finished the pontoons, and 
Pan Mei's infantry crossed the Yangtze as if marching on land. 
The commanders of the Southern Tang forces either were 
defeated or surrendered. The roo.ixxvstrong Song army was soon 
at the gates of the city of Jinling.

As this happened. Li. the Last King, was chanting mantras 
and discussing scriptures with Buddhist and Daoists monks in 
his palace, oblivious of what was going on. On one of his routine
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inspections on the battlements, lie was surprised by the sight of 
a sea of Song flags and standards outside the city walls. He rushed 
back to his palace and dispatched his minister Xu Xuan to 
Dongjing to sue lor peace.

Xu Xuan said to Emperor Taizu. "Li Yu has submitted to His 
Majesty like a dutiful son. Why does His Majesty still want to 
attack him?"

Emperor Taizu turned the question back, "Tell me then. Why 
should father and son live in separate households?"

Xu Xuan had no answer to that question and returned to 
Jinling to report to Li. the Last King. Another month elapsed and 
the noose around the city tightened another notch. Li. the Last 
King, sent Xu Xuan on another mission to Dongjing.

Xu Xuan implored Emperor Taizu not to attack Jinling. but 
the Emperor began to lose his patience. With his hand on his 
sword, he said angrily to Xu Xuan. "Save your breath! I'm not 
saying Li Yu has committed any offense. But what I want now is 
a unified country, and to achieve it I cannot allow someone else 
to snore at my bedside."

Recognizing the futility of any further entreaties. Xu Xuan 
relumed to Jinling. After hearing his report. Li. the Last King, knew 
the peace overture was doomed. He immediately called in the 
150.000 troops stationed in Shangjiang to come to his rescue. 
These Tang troops were attacked on two flanks by the Song army 
at Wankou. When the Tang army tried to set fire to the Song 
camp, the wind turned and the Tang troops were themselves 
engulfed in flames and perished in large numbers.
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Cao Bin sent a messenger into the city to urge Li. the Last 
King, to surrender as soon as possible to avoid loss of life and 
property. When Li. the Last King, tried to stall, Cao Bin gave the 
order to attack.

The following day the city fell. Cao Bin's troops entered the 
city in a disciplined and orderly fashion. Li. the List King, had 
asked for a pile ol kindling to be prepared in his palace for the 
purpose of self-immolation, but his nerves failed him at the last 
moment, and he walked out of his palace with his court to 
surrender to Cao Bin.

Li. the Last King, was taken to Dongjing. where he was treated 
well by Emperor Taizu. However, he never got over the fact that 
he had fallen from the power and glory of a monarch to the status 
of a person under house arrest whose kingdom was no more. He 
passed his days in tears. An expert poet, he composed a number 
of poems suffused with a deep wistfulness. One of his most 
popular lines is. "Pray tell how much melancholy weighs on thee? 
It’s like so much water in spring rushing east to the sea!"
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4. Z hao Pu Receives a  Gift

From the time of Emperor Taizu's seizure of power through 
the pacification of the south, Zhao Pu's advice was largely 
responsible for the successes enjoyed by Emperor Taizu ol the 
Northern Song Dynasty. Emperor Taizu, who regularly consulted 
him on matters big and small, appointed Zhao Pu Chief Minister.

Zhao Pu started his career as a minor official. His erudition 
fell far short ol that of most other, much more cultured high 
officials. Following his appointment as Chief Minister. Emperor 
Taizu urged him to get into the habit of reading. Zhao Pu would 
get a lx>ok out ol his book chest when he came home from work, 
close the door of his study and start reading aloud. The next day 
he would dispose of weighty matters of state in an effective and 
decisive manner. His family eventually found out that the only 
books in that chest were the Analects o f  Confucius. A popular 
legend began to circulate that by reading through only hall of 
the Analects o f  Confucius. Zhao 141 was already able to run the 
government as well as he did.

Because of Emperor Taizu’s trust in him. Zhao Pu was unafraid 
to hold to his convictions in front of the Emperor. On one 
occasion. Zhao Pu recommended someone to Emperor Taizu as a 
good choice for an office. For two days. Emperor Taizu withheld 
Ins consent On the third day. when Zhao Pu again presented a 
memorial at the daily audience to urge the Emperor to endorse 
his recommendation. Emperor Taizu took umbrage. He shredded 
the memorial and threw the pieces on the floor.
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Zhao Pu got clown on all fours to pick up the pieces in an 
unhurried fashion and stuffed them into his sleeve. After 
returning home from the audience, he glued the pieces back 
together and handed the salvaged memorial to the Emperor a 
lew days later at an imperial audience. Zhao Pu's insistence finally 
persuaded Emperor Taizu to accept his recommendation.

On another occasion. Zhao Pu's recommendation to promote 
an official was rejected by Emperor Taizu. Again. Zhao Pu insisted. 
Emperor Taizu said. "My answer is no. What are you going to do 
about it?"

Zhao Pu replied. "Promoting talented people is in the state's 
interest. How can His Majesty decide such weighty matters on a 
whim?"

His f ace blanching in anger. Emperor Taizu flicked his sleeves 
and walked off in a huff towards his inner palace. Zhao Pu 
followed him closely and refused to budge from the door to the 
inner palace after Emperor Taizu disappeared behind it

The guard went in to report to the Emperor that the Chief 
Minister was refusing to leave. By this time, the Emperor's anger 
had subsided. He sent a eunuch to inform Zhao Pu that he had 
agreed to his recommendation and that he could go home.

In his ten years as Chief Minister. Zhao Pu accumulated 
enormous power. In time, people began to cultivate connections 
with him. often with gifts.

Emperor Taizu was a frequent unannounced visitor at Zhao 
Pu's home. One day. Qian Chu. the king of Wuyue. sent a 
messenger with a letter to Zho Pu. bearing a gift of ten jars of 
"fruits of the sea". Zhao Pu placed the ten jars in the main hull
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and was on the point of opening the envelope containing the 
letter when Emperor Taizu arrived.

Emperor Taizu sat down in the hall and asked about the ten 
jars. Zhao PU replied. "Some fruits of the sea sent by the king of 
Wuyue."

Emperor Taizu said with a laugh. "Fruits of the sea from 
Wuyue! They must be of superior quality. Let's look inside."

When Zhao Pu had his servants open the jars. All present 
were mesmerized. The jars contained not any products of the 
sea. but bars of gold.

Emperor Taizu. who had long taken a dim view of officials 
accepting bribes and abusing their power, was appalled by what 
he saw and his face darkened.

Breaking out a sweat and in great consternation. Zhao 14.1 

begged for forgiveness. "Your humble servant has not had time 
to read the letter and had no knowledge ol the content of the 
jars. I beg His Majesty's forgiveness."

Emperor Taizu said in an icy tone. “Accept the gift by all 
means! They must think it is scholarly officials like you who call 
the shots in government."
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The incident planted seeds of misgivings in Emperor Taizu's 
mind about Zhao Pu. Zhao Pu's reputation suf fered another blow 
when he was denounced by an official for allegedly selling timber 
in violation of the law. There was an official ban on private 
transportation and trafficking of the heavy timber logged in the 
Qin and Long regions lin modern-day Shaanxi and Gansu). Zhao 
Pu had transported timber from there to build a house for himself. 
Some of his subordinates took advantage of the opportunity to 
smuggle heavy timber in Zhao Pu's name to Dongjing where they 
sold it for profit. Zhao Pu was thus unwittingly implicated in the 
infraction. Emperor Taizu was incensed and decided to punish 
Zltao IHi. In spite of the intercession of other ministers with the 
Emperor on Zhao Pu's behalf, he was in the end stripped of his 
position of Chief Minister.



5 ,

Ш & Ш

1Г4 Ь К Ш * Ж .  4к а Ж № Ж й # Ш 1, ^ n f c T i K t i ; ,  >f<X.

%±т&ЫЕт-&тш, ̂ 979̂ , № i w  
д ^ х ж т .  5К * ж г б й « №  

« « H i t .  * Ж 1 № ^ ¥ Ж Ж й Я 2 : Ф .  r t * * ¥ .

4к К В Х ^ Й 7СЙ 1Й , Я б Ц й Р * . * № ¥ - T W

Я г ^ - ^ Ш Ш ^ Х И Й .  + ^ « й № .  Е

^ * ^ ^ т 4 к ?х , . f f l * a a t r a ^ ,  ч х я л л - ^ о  w  

Л й ^ ш .  4 № Е Л , ¥ ' Я ' 1 М Д а д ' ¥ Ш ^ « Й „  ¥ ¥ - E f l ' $ i J



5 - Yang, th e  In v in c ib le

It took Emperor Taizu thirteen years to quash the five 
kingdoms in the south. Thereafter, he undertook the campaign 
to capture Taiyuan, the capital of the Northern Han Dynasty. With 
the help of Liao troops, the Northern Han defeated the Northern 
Song army. Emperor Taizu died of illness shortly after, and his 
younger brother Zhao Kuangyi succeeded him as Emperor Taizong 
of the Northern Song Dynasty.

Determined to carry through the unification of China. 
Emperor Taizong personally led four armies in 979 AD to lay siege 
to Taiyuan, the capital city of the Northern Han Dynasty. Once 
again. Liao troops came to the Northern Han's rescue. However, 
a force sent by Emperor Taizong cut them off. Taiyuan, now 
tightly encircled by the Song troops and cut off from 
reinforcements, began to run out of food and fodder. Liu Jiyuan. 
the king of the Northern Han. saw no way out but to surrender. 
His veteran general Yang Ye also transferred fealty to the 
Northern Song Dynasty. Having long heard about the military 
talent of Yang Ye, Emperor Taizong entrusted him with important 
responsibilities and conferred the title of Chief General on him.

After quashing the Northern Han Dynasty. Emperor Taizong 
decided to press his new military advantage by attacking the Liao 
Dynasty to recover lost territory in the north. In the face of the 
strong offensive of the Song troops, a succession of Liao 
commanders defending several regions in the north surrendered. 
The Song army had advanced all the way to Youzhou I modern-
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day Beijing), when the Liao Dynasty sent its top general Yelii 
Xiuge into battle to save the day.

The two armiesjoined battle by the Gaoliang River Iwest of 
modern-day Beijing), where the Song army was routed. Emperor 
Taizong fled back to his capital on a donkey-drawn cart.

From then on. the Liao kept up its attacks against Song 
borders. Gravely concerned. Emperor Taizong appointed Yang 
Ye as Governor of Daizhou and charged him with defending 
Yanmen Pass.

In 980 AD. 100,000 Liao troops were sent to breach Yanmen 
Pass, which was at the time defended by Yang Ye with only a 
few thousand men. Realizing he was seriously outnumbered, the 
veteran general knew he could not win in a direct confrontation 
with the enemy force. Leaving the bulk of his troops in Daizhou. 
he led a lew hundred cavalrymen through back roads, outflanking 
the enemy and getting behind the attackers.

The Liao army forged southwards, its spirits buoyed by the 
absence of any resistance, when all of a sudden battle cries 
erupted behind the troops as a cloud of dust rose up. Soon a 
cavalry detachment pounced on them like tigers tearing into a 
flock of sheep, hacking their men to death right and left. Caught 
totally off guard and confused about the size of the enemy attack 
force, the Liao troops were thrown into a panic and fled north in 
disarray. Yang Ye led his men in pursuit, killing large numbers 
ol Liao troops, including a nobleman of the Liao court, and 
capturing a Liao general.

The victory at Yanmen Pass spread Yang Ye's reputation 
everywhere. Whenever the Liao troops saw standards with the 
character Yang on them, they would be afraid to engage the

S I
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enem y. Yang Ye acquired th e  nicknam e "Yang th e  Invincible."

His military successes also made Yang Ye a target of jealous 
bile from commanders of border garrisons. Some submitted 
memorials to Emperor Taizong making damaging accusations 
against Yang Ye. Emperor Taizong. however, considered Yang 
Ye an indispensable aide. Not only did he ignore those attempts 
to malign Yang Ye. but forwarded those slanderous memorials 
in sealed envelopes to Yang Ye. who was naturally deeply touched 
by this trust the Emperor showed toward him.

A few years later, Yelii Longxu. who was only twelve, 
succeeded Yelii Xian. Emperor Jingzong of the Liao Dynasty, on 
his death. He took the title of Emperor Shengzong of the Liao 
Dynasty. Empress Dowager Xiao. Longxu's mother, ruled as regent 
This prompted the commanding general of a border garrison to 
write a memorial to Emperor Taizong of the Northern Song 
Dynasty, urging him to take advantage of the political transition 
in the Liao court to recover the lost territory of the Sixteen 
Regions, including Yanzhou and Yunzhou. Emperor Taizong took 
his advice, and in 986 AD launched a northern expedition with 
three armies led respectively by Cao Bin. Tian Chongjin and Pan 
Mei. with Yang Ye as Pan Mei's second-in-command.

The three arm ies scored early victories as they advanced along 

their respective routes, w ith  Pan Mei and Yang Ye recovering lour 

reg ions a s  soon  as th e ir  arm y m arched  o u t o f  Y anm en  Pass. 

However, th e  m ain lorce led by Cao Bin w as later routed by the 

Liao troops because  it had  p en e tra ted  too  deeply  in to  enem y 

territo ry  w ith o u t en su ring  suffic ien t support. Em peror Taizong 

im m ediately ordered all th e  troops to  pull back.

Upon receiving the order. Pan Mei and Yang Ye withdrew
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their troops as well as llie civilians of the lour liberated regions 
under their protection to the safety of the village of Langya. At 
that time, the Liao army had taken control of Huanzhou least of 
modern-day Shuo County. Shanxi Province) and possessed an 
overwhelming numerical superiority. Yang Ye proposed a tactic 
of feigning an attack to hold down the main force of the Liao 
army, while positioning an elite contingent to provide cover for 
the retreating troops and civilians.

Wang Shen, the Army Supervisor, challenged this tactic, 
arguing. "We have an elite force of tens of thousands of troops. 
Why should we be afraid of them? In my view we should just 
march in formation on the high road leading from Yanmen. 
flaunting our standards and beating our drums to strike terror 
into the hearts of the enemy troops."

Yang Ye objected. "Your tactic is doomed to failure because 
we are now seriously outnumbered."

Wang Shen countered derisively. "Isn't General Yang the 
fabled Invincible One? What could be the real reason behind this 
sudden battle-shyness, I wonder?"

This had the effect of infuriating Yang Ye. who declared. "I'm 
not afraid of death. But 1 do believe our soldiers shouldn't be 
allowed to die in vain when we face such unfavorable odds. If 
you insist on engaging the enemy even under these 
circumstances. I will lead the first attack."

General Pan Mei also took Wang Shen's side. Yang Ye had no 
choice but to ride into action. Before riding into battle, he said in 
tears to Pan Mei. "1 have no doubt that this is a lost battle. I had 
planned to wait for the right moment to deal a heavy blow to the 
enemy in fulfillment of my patriotic duty. But now I am compelled

5  5
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to die before I could fulfill that duty because I have to deflect 
the criticism that I am running from the enemy."

Pointing at Chenjiayu Valley Isouth of modern-day Shuo 
County. Shanxi Province! in the distance, he said to Pan Mei. "1 

hope you can place some infantrymen and archers in ambush on 
the two sides of the valley, when I am forced back to that location, 
you can attack from the two sides in my support. That way we 
might have a chance to turn the tide and snatch victory from the 
jaws of defeat."

As he had predicted, the Liao army ambushed Yang Ye's 
troops not long after they marched out of their camp. Yang Ye's 
heroic combat was useless against the tidal waves of Liao troops 
that kept surging ahead. Although putting up a valiant fight 
despite the odds, Yang Ye and his troops found themselves 
overwhelmed and Yang Ye drew the Liao troops towards 
Chenjiayu Valley as planned.

They reached Chenjiayu Valley at sunset to find the place 
deserted. The valley was eerily quiet and there was no sign of 
any Northern Song troops. Where was the main force under Pan 
Mei's command? It turned out Pan Mei's force did come to the 
Valley, and had been waiting for news from Yang Ye. Alter one 
day. when no news came. Wang Shen believed that the Liao force 
must have retreated. Worried that Yang Ye would claim credit 
ahead of him. he urged Pan Mei to withdraw the ambushers and 
pull out of the Valley. When they finally learned of Yang Ye's 
defeat, they fled by a back road.

When he found that the expected support was not there at 
the designated location. Yang Ye was frustrated beyond words. 
There was nothing to do but to lead his troops back into battle

D
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against the pursuing enemy. Soon Yang Ye had only about a 
hundred men left. Soldier after valiant soldier fell before the 
increasing numbers ol Liao troops. Yang Ye shouted in tears to 
the soldiers. “You have parents and family. I don't want you to 
die with me here. I want you to make a break for it. One day you 
will be able to tell the government what really happened."

The soldiers were moved to tears by these words and by Yang 
Ye's determination to make a heroic last stand. Not one of them 
had the heart to leave him. All perished in battle, including Yang 
Ye's son Yang Yanyu and his lieutenant Wang Gui. Wounded in 
a dozen places on his body and covered in blood. Yang Ye never 
stopped fighting. Charging back and forth, he slew hundreds. 
When his steed, shot by an arrow, fell and threw him off. the 
Liao troops surrounded him. taking him captive.

After Yang Ye was captured, the Liao general urged him to 
surrender. He looked up with a sigh, saying, "I had wanted to 
perform my patriotic duty by defeating the enemy but 1 ended 
up losing all my men because of the actions of wrongheaded 
officials. 1 cannot live with this disgrace." He refused food and 
drink in Liao captivity, and died three days later.



ш т

Й !1к Ш М ? Й Ж # 9 1 Ж Ж . ^ g ± T S > 3 <tii^SuX .e-. *  

* ж и Е * т - ^ 1 # ,  Ё И й й ш ш а ,  й я й н б ш я - .  г  

Е : ^ А й $ * .

S J ^ E J g ,  № М е ^ 4 8 *«$Й<1» - 1к .  я - ш ш .

Ш Т Й .  Ш П - « й У Ш # i $

б о



When news of Yang Ye's death reached Dongjing. the entire 
court mourned the loss. Emperor Taizong was naturally 
heartbroken over the loss of a valiant, competent general. He 
demoted Pan Mei. relieved Wang Shen of his commission, and 
ordered an inquiry into his misconduct.

Yang Ye's descendents turned out to be his worthy successors. 
His son Yang Yanzhao and his grandson Yang Wenguang 
performed brilliantly in defending the Northern Song Dynasty's 
borders against foreign aggression. Their heroic feats became a 
folk legend, and provided material for the popular stories about 
the "Yang Family of Generals" widely circulated and passed down 
through the ages in China.
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6. Kou Z h u n  H o lds  o ff  

Liao A ggression

Taking advantage of the pervasive incompetence at the 
Northern Song court, the Liao Dynasty staged repeated border 
incursions into Song territory. Soon after the accession of Zhao 
Heng. son of Emperor Taizong. as Emperor Zhenzong of the 
Northern Song Dynasty, the name Kou Zhun was submitted to 
the new Emperor as a highly recommended candidate for the 
post of Chief Minister by virtue of Iris loyalty to the government 
and his ability to solve difficult situations.

Emperor Zhenzong observed. "I've heard that Kou Zhun is a 
willful person who thinks he can do no wrong. How does one 
deal with that side of his personality?”

The high official who recommended Kou Zhun replied, "It is 
precisely someone like Kou Zhun who will prove equal to the 
challenge of warding off the Liao's designs on the Central Plains."

During previous stints of service to Emperor Taizong. including 
in Iris stint as Deputy Chief Minister. Kou Zhun had become famous 
for courageously speaking unwelcome truths to the Emperor. On 
one such occasion. Kou Zhun managed to anger Emperor Taizong 
with Iris report and comments. When the Emperor could no longer 
stand listening to Kou Zhun and rose to his feet to go back to his 
inner palace, Kou Zhun slopped him by seizing his gown and 
insisted that Emperor Taizong should hear him out. Emperor 
Taizong had no choice but to stay. He was heard later to heap
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praise on Kou Zhun, saying, "Emperor Taizong of Tang had an 
excellent adviser in Wei Zheng: 1 have my Kou Zhun."

However. Kou Zliun’s uprightness also got him in trouble with 
some of the powerful and resulted in him being ostracized from 
the court <is a regional governor. In the face of a clear danger at 
the borders. Emperor Zhenzong found himself compelled to 
accept his ministers recommendation and call Kou Zhun back 
to the capital.

In 1004 AD. Empress Dowager Xiao and Emperor Shengzong 
of the Liao Dynasty led a 200.000 strong army southward. As its 
vanguard reached Chanzhou (modern-day Puyang, Henan 
Province), the Northern Song court was swamped by reports of 
the imminent danger faced by its regional commanders. Kou 
Zhun urged Emperor Zhenzong to personally lead the army to 
repel the attack, while Deputy Chief Minister Wang Qinruo and 
another minister, Chen Yaosou, were privately counseling the 
Emperor to flee the capital. Wang Qinruo, who was from the soul h. 
believed that the capital should be moved to Jinling Chen Yaosou. 
on the other hand, being from Shu country, advised Emperor 
Zhenzong to seek safety in Chengdu.

Torn between these alternatives, Emperor Zhenzong finally 
called in the new Chief Minister Kou Zhun for advice "Some 
suggest that I move the capital to Jinling others urge me to move 
to Chengdu. What do you think?"

Seeing Wang Qinruo and Chen Yaosou flanking the Emperor. 
Kou Zhun immediately understood what was going on. He 
demanded in a stem voice, "Who are the wise guys who came up 
with these cute ideas? They should have their heads chopped 
off!" He maintained that if Emperor Zhenzong personally led the
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army into battle, the army would be highly motivated and could 
beat back the Liao invaders. He argued also that if the court 
deserted Dongjing and fled south, it would so demoralize the 
people that the enemy would be able to exploit the uncertainties 
and instability to topple the government. Kou Zhun's words 
bolstered Emperor Zhenzong's resolve. He decided to lead the 
army into battle with Kou Zhun as co-commander.

When the Northern Song army reached Weicheng (southeast 
of modern-day Hua County. Henan Province), some 
accompanying ministers, having learned of the strength of the 
massive Liao force moving southward, chose a time when Kou 
Zhun was absent to once again lobby Emperor Zhenzong for a 
temporary withdrawal to dodge the brunt ol the invading army. 
Already weak in his resolve. Emperor Zhenzong began to be 
swayed by the urgings of these ministers. He again summoned 
Kou Zhun for advice.

He said to Kou Zhun. "Everyone says it's wiser to go south. 
What do you think?”

Kou Zhun replied in a sober tone. "Those who propose moving 
south are ignorant cowards. At this moment when the enemy 
presses closer and the people feel insecure, we can only move 
forward. We cannot afford the luxury of retreating one inch. If 
we move forward, the morale of the armies in the various 
garrisons ol Hebei will soar, if we were to take a few steps 
backward, the entire army would disintegrate, with the enemy 
in hot pursuit. When that happened. His Majesty would be 
prevented from reaching Jinling."

Emperor Zhenzong could offer no rebuttal to the cogent 
analysis of Kou Zhun. He fell silent, but deep down he remained
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conflicted, unable to make up his mind.
When Kou Zhun walked out of the imperial tent, he ran into 

Gao Qiong, the Palace Commanderin Chief. Kou Zhun asked Gao 
Qiong, "How do you propose to repay the government for what it 
has done for youf

Gao Qiong replied. "I am ready to die for the country."
Kou Zhun then took Gao Qiong back into the imperial tent 

and repeated his advice to the Emperor, adding, "If His Majesty 
still has doubts about my advice, would he please ask Gao Qiong 
for his view?"

Gao Qiong echoed Kou Zhun's view, saying. “The Chief 
Minister is right. The officers and men in the Imperial Army all 
have their families in Dongjing and will find it hard to support 
moving the capital to the south, if His Majesty makes up his 
mind to lead the expedition to Chanzhou. we are determined to 
fight to the last man. We have no doubt that we will prevail 
against the Liao army."

Before Emperor Zhenzong had time to utter a word. Kou Zhun 
added urgently. "It's now or never. Will His Majesty order his 
army to set out now?"

At the urging of Kou Zhun. Gao Qiong and the troop 
commanders. Emperor Zhenzong finally made up his mind to 
advance toward Chanzhou.

By that time, the Liao army had closed in on Chanzhou from 
three sides. The Northern Song in the meantime had placed 
archers at strategic locations. When the head general of the Liao 
army. Xiao Talin. went on a reconnaissance mission accompanied 
by a few cavalrymen, die party walked into an ambush of Song 
archers, who killed Xiao Talin in a hail of arrows.
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The loss of the head commander of the Liao army brought 
the Empress Dowager Xiao botli grief and fear. The fact that 
Emperor Zhenzong of the Song Dynasty was personally directing 
the campaign made her realize that the Northern Song Dynasty 
would be difficult to defeat. She was now disposed to talk peace.

The city of Chanzhou straddled the Yellow River. Under the 
escort of Kou Zhun. Gao Qiong and other top officials. Emperor 
Zhenzong crossed the river to the northern part of Chanzhou. In 
the meantime, the other forces of the Song army had converged 
on Chanzhou. When the troops saw the Emperor's large standard 
hearing the insignia of the yellow dragon, they broke out in 
thunderous cheers, their morale immeasurably raised.

Empress Dowager Xiao of Liao sent an emissary to the Song 
camp to negotiate a peace accord which would require 
concessions of territory by the Song Dynasty. The peace overture 
found an eager listener in Emperor Zhenzong. who said to Kou 
Zhun. "Concessions of territory are out ol the question, but if the 
Liao can settle for some money and goods. I don't see any 
objection."

Kou Zhu. who was opposed to peace parleys, said, "if they 
want peace, they must give back our territory in the Yanzhou 
and Yunzhou regions. Why should we give them any money or 

goods?"
However, Emperor Zhenzong. eager for peace, overrode Kou 

Zhun's objections and sent his emissary Cao Liyong to the Liao 
camp to negotiate the terms of the peace accord. Before sending 
him off. Emperor Zhenzong instructed Cao Liyong, "If they insist 
on indemnification, you have the authority to agree to annual 
reparations of : ,000.000 taels."

? !
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Is off Liac

Kou Zhun was pained by this offer but did not want to offer 
a contrary view in the Emperor's presence He followed Cao Liyong 
out of the imperial tent. Grabbing Cao's hand, he said to him. 
"The reparation must not exceed 300.000. Otherwise I will demand 
your head when you return."

In fear of Kou Zhun. Cao Liyong drove a hard bargain at the 
Liao camp and succeeded in fixing the annual reparation at 300,000 
taels of silver and silk.

When Cao Liyong returned to camp. Emperor Zhenzong was 
having his meal and was unable to immediately receive a report 
from him. However, eager to find out about the final terms of 
the accord, he sent a low-ranking eunuch to ask Cao Liyong how 
much reparation was agreed. Cao Liyong insisted on personally 
reporting to the Emperor because he considered the information 
a state secret. As the eunuch pressed for a rough figure. Cao Liyong 
could no longer stall and held up three fingers.

When the eunuch reported back to the emperor, the latter, 
believing the reparation to be 3.000.000. cried in alarm, "So much!?” 
However, upon reflection he comforted himself with the thought. 
"So what! At least we got a major problem out of the way."

His meal over. Emperor Zhenzong summoned Cao Liyong lor 
a full report. When Cao Liyong told him the reparation was 300,000 
taels of silver and silk, Emperor Zhenzong nearly leaped with joy 
and heaped praise on Cao Liyong for his negotiating skills.
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Ill accordance with ihe formal accord signed by the two sides, 
the Northern Song Dynasty was to give the liao 200,000 bolts of 
silk and 100,000 taels of silver every year. This large sum added 
to the burden of the people of the Northern Song for years to 
come. This accord is known to Chinese history as the Treaty of 
Chanyuan" (Chanyuan is another name for Chanzhou).

Kou Zhun's insistence on fighting the Liao invaders averted 
greater losses. Emperor Zhenzong gave due credit to Kou Zhun. 
for whom he continued to have great respect. However. Wang 
Ruoqin. a proponent for fleeing to the south, said to Emperor 
Zhenzong that Kou Zhun had used the Emperor as a wager in his 
risky gamble on winning the war by getting the Emperor to 
personally lead the expedition. He characterized the incident as 
a serious affront to the state. In addition. Emperor Zhenzong could 
not recall what happened at Chanzhou without some jitters. The 
rancor that began to build up in his heart against Kou Zhun finally 
led to the dismissal of the loyal Kou Zhun as chief minister.
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7 - Di Q ing Sees No S ham e 

in  H is Low Birth

By making concessions for peaceful coexistence. Emperor 
Zhenzong of the Northern Song Dynasty managed to appease the 
Liao. However, as the Northern Song Dynasty was busy dealing 
with the Liao threat, the Dangxiang (also known as the Tangut) 
in the northwest was emboldened to make frequent attacks on 
the Song borders.

In 1038 AD. Yuan Hao. the chieftain of the Dangxiang tribe, 
formally proclaimed himself Emperor of the new Dynasty of Great 
Xia. with its capital at Xingqing (modern-day Yinchuan. Ningxia). 
Because of its location northwest of the Northern Song Dynasty, 
it is also known as the Western Xia Dynasty.

Emperor Renzong of the Song Dynasty sent his ministers Han 
Qi and Fan Zhongyan to Shaanxi to direct the campaign against 
the Western Xia. When Han Qi and Fan Zhongyan arrived in 
Shaanxi, someone recommended a young officer in the local army 
by the name of Di Qing. who was said to be a brave and skillful 
warrior and to possess the leadership qualities of a commanding 
general. Fan Zhongyan. who was looking for military leaders, was 
very much interested, so he asked his subordinates for more 
details about Di Qing. It turned out Di Qing had been a private in 
the Imperial Army in the capital. Because of the martial skills he 
had acquired since a child, his expert horsemanship and mastery 
of archery as well as bravery and physical strength, he was later
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promoted to become a low-ranking officer.
Following Yuan Hao's self-proclamation as Emperor of the 

Western Xia. Emperor Renzong of the Northern Song Dynasty 
dispatched troops of the Imperial Army to the frontiers to garrison 
the borders. Di Qing was sent to Bao'an (modern-day Zhidan, 
Shaanxi Province).

When an army of the Western Xia attacked Bao'an. the Song 
troops defending the city, which had previously suffered 
numerous defeats in clashes with the Xia. were afraid to engage 
the enemy. As the commanding general. Lu Shouqin. was fretting 
about his troops’ battle shyness. Di Qing volunteered to lead the 
vanguard to battle the army of the Western Xia. Relieved that Di 
Qing was willing to lead the vanguard into action. Lu Shouqin 
put a contingent at Di Qing's disposal.

Before every battle. Di Qing would change his costume. He 
would let down his long hair and put a bronze mask over his 
face, leaving two holes through which his eyes glared. Then he 
would ride into the enemy formation with a lance and start 
spearing the enemy combatants. In all their skirmishes into Song 
territory, the soldiers of the Western Xia had never encountered 
so formidable a foe. whose battle regalia struck terror into their 
hearts. With Di Qing and Song troops charging fearlessly into 
their midst, the Xia army was soon thrown into disarray and 
с rumbled in defeat. Pressing their advantage. Di Qing and his 
troops pursued the enemy force until total victory was in hand.

When news of the victory reached the court, the elated 
Emperor Renzong of the Song Dynasty promoted Lu Shouqin to a 
higher position and elevated Di Qing's military rank by four steps. 
Emperor Renzong had wanted to summon Di Qing to the capital
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for an audience but the plan was called oil when Di Qing was 
sent to repel an attack by the Western Xia against Weizhou. A 
portrait of Di Qing was commissioned and later sent to the court.

For several years, the Western Xia continued to harass the 
Song borders, disturbing the peace of the border communities. 
In his twenty-five battles. Di Qing was wounded by arrows eight 
times, but never once lost a battle. The troops of the Western 
Xia were so awed by his name that they dreaded engaging him 
in battle.

After hearing the recommendation of his officers. Fan 
Zhongyan summoned Di Qing. When Fan asked Di what books 
he had read, Di Qing the soldier, who was not fully literate, was 
hard put to give an answer. Fan Zhongyan had this advice for 
him. "You are now a general. For a general it is no longer enough 
to be courageous in battle. You need to have a good knowledge 
of history and current events." He went on to give Di Qing a list 
of books to read.

Di Qing was grateful to Fan Zhongyan for his concern and 
encouragement, and made a point of reading assiduously 
whenever he had free time in his campaigns. In a few years, he 
had familiarized himself with all the hooks on military doctrine 
and the art of warfare written by famous generals since the Qin 
and Han dynasties. As his war achievements grew, he rose quickly 
through the ranks and his fame spread. He was later transferred 
hack to the capital as Deputy Commander-in-Chief of the cavalry.

In order to prevent soldiers from deserting, the Northern Song 
Dynasty resorted loan inhumane practice of tattooing or branding 
the soldiers' faces with identifying marks. Di Qing had had his
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Di Q in »  S e e s  No S h a m e  in  H is  Low Birth

face tattooed when he was a private. When he became a 
prominent genera! years later, he still had the black tattooed 
characters on his face.

In an audience with Emperor Renzong, the Emperor told Di 
Qing that it was unseemly for a general to have these tattooed 
characters on his face, and that he should apply some special 
medication to remove them when he went home.

Di Qing replied. "1 am grateful to His Majesty for promoting 
me to where I am solely on the basis of my war achievements, 
without regard to my humble origin. I would rather keep these 
markings as an incentive to the soldiers to aspire for greater 
achievements."

Di Qing's perceptive analysis inspired greater admiration from 
Emperor Renzong.

On the strength of his numerous victories in military 
campaigns, he was eventually elevated to the post of Military 
Affairs Commissioner in charge of all national military affairs. It 
was unheard-of in Song history for someone to rise from the rank 
of private to that of Military Affairs Commissioner. Some 
ministers with a dim view of Di Qing's humble origins tried to 
dissuade Emperor Renzong from elevating Di Qing to such a high 
position, but Emperor Renzong. who was in that period in 
desperate need of military talent, dismissed such advice.



$ т й с : ж м ш « .  &

Й У :#1Й : "

т т ш к т ш :  “й ф ^ й ^ ж й ш м л ,  № й «

$ № & Ш Ш Й(5 . .-SAEBSSk^iei*®,"



L)i Qing Sees No Sliam e in  H is Low Birth

There were people who found Di Qing's stature as Military 
Affairs Commissioner grossly at variance with his lowly 
beginnings. A sell-described descendant of Di Renjie. the famous 
Chief Minister of the Tang Dynasty, presented a portrait of Di 
Renjie to Di Qing with this advice. "You must be a descendant ol 
Lord Di. Why don’t you adopt him as your ancestor?”

Di Qing smiled and answered modestly, "I am a person of 
low birth. It is by accident that I've risen to such prominence. 
There’s no way 1 can claim such a distinguished personality as 
Lord Di as my ancestor."
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T he New Deal o l Fun Z hongyan

8. T he  New Deal o f  

Fan Z hongyan

Fan Zhongyan's strict discipline over the army and measures 
he took to reduce the fiscal burden on frontier communities 
helped to solidify the Northern Song's border defenses. On the 
other hand, the Western Xia failed to reap any tangible benefits 
from years of war with the Northern Song. In 1043 AD Yuan 
Hao. the king of the Western Xia. was finally ready to submit 
to the Northern Song Dynasty and sign a peace treaty. In 
exchange, the Northern Song Dynasty promised him annual gifts 
of silver, silk and tea. Because of the accord, the Northern Song 
was able to enjoy a period of peace and stability along its 
northwestern borders.

Military strategy was not the only area where Fan Zhongyan's 
talent shone he was also an outstanding statesman and man of 
letters in the Northern Song Dynasty. A native of Wu County. 
Suzhou, his father died when he was still a child. He followed 
his mother to the household of a Mr. Zhu. whom she married to 
escape destitute poverty. Fan Zhongyan grew up amid great 
hardship. When he boarded at a temple in order to devote himself 
to his studies, he could not afford to have three meals a day and 
had to sustain himself on daily rations of thin gruel. However, 
none of this shook his determination to improve himself by 
studying and reading. When he read into the wee hours and could 
not even keep his eyes open out of sheer fatigue, he would douse
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The Now Deal o f Fan Zhoni

his face with cold water to remain awake so that he could 
continue his. After I ive or six years of assiduous study, he became 
an erudite scholar.

When he was a Remonstrance Official (in charge of keeping 
watch over documents flowing to and from the throne and 
remonstrating with the ruler about conduct or policies that he 
considered improper). Fan Zhongyan denounced Lil Yijian, the 
Chief Minister, to Emperor Ranzong for his nepotism and abuse 
of power. By stepping on the toes of such a powerful figure, he 
was courting trouble. Lu Yijian counterattacked by falsely 
accusing Fan Zhongyan of surrounding himself with a clique and 
driving a wedge between the Emperor and the Chief Minister. 
Swayed by Lii Yijian's slander. Emperor Renzong banished Fan 
Zhongyan to a district in the south. He was transferred to Shaanxi 
only when the war with the Western Xia erupted.

Fan Zhongyan's brilliant performance in the war with the 
Western Xia convinced Emperor Renzong of his leadership 
qualities. This was a time when corruption in the government 
and the enormous war and reparations expenditure were 
depleting the coffers of the state treasury to a critical point. To 
deal with this pressing problem. Emperor Renzong summoned 
Fan Zhongyan from Shaanxi to the capital and named him Deputy 
Chief Minister.

When Fan Zhongyan returned to the capital, Emperor Renzong 
lost no time in calling him in for an audience to hear his proposals 
for good governance. Fan Zhongyan was fully aware that it was 
impossible to remedy all the ills that plagued the central 
government in one go. and that it had to lie accomplished gradually. 
Nevertheless, at the urging of Emperor Renzong. he laid out a draft
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ten -p o in t p lan  fo r reform , w h ic h  in c lu d ed  th e  following.

1. Periodic ev a lu a tio n  o f  g o v ern m en t o fficials a n d  p ro m o tio n / 

d e m o tio n  b ased  o n  p e rfo rm a n ce  a n d  m erit, o r  lack  thereof.

2. S tr ic t  re s tr ic tio n s  p laced  o n  th e  o b ta in in g  o f  g o v e rn m en t 

jo b s  by  c h ild ren  o f  h ig h  o ffic ia ls  o n  th e ir  fa th e r 's  coatta ils :

3. R eform  o f  th e  sy s te m  o f  c o u r t-a d m in is te re d  c iv il se rv ice  

ex am in a tio n s :

4 . C areful v e tt in g  a n d  re c ru itm e n t o f  c a n d id a te s  fo r th e  to p  

p o s itio n s  in  local g o v e rn m en ts .

O th e r p o in ts  re la ted  to  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  silk  p ro d u c tio n  and  

a g ric u ltu re , re d u c tio n  o f  m a n d a to ry  lab o r re q u ire d  o f  c itizen s, 

e n h a n c e d  m ilita ry  p re p a re d n ess , a n d  th e  t ig h te n in g  o f  th e  ru le  

o f  law.

I n  h is  zeal for re fo rm . E m pero r R enzong  im m e d ia te ly  gave 

h is  approval for th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  ten -p o in t re fo rm  plan 

a c ro ss  th e  Em pire. T h is  p lan  is  k n o w n  to  C h in ese  h is to ry  as th e  

"Qingli R eform " (Q ingli is  a n  e ra  n a m e  o f  E m peror Renzong).

T o  im p le m e n t  th e  p ro p o se d  re fo rm s . Fan  Z h o n g y a n  go t 

to g e th e r  w ith  o th e r  m in is te rs , in c lu d in g  H an  Qi a n d  Fu Bi. to  

rev iew  th e  c a n d id a te s  fo r  th e  p o s it io n  o f  c ir c u it  su p e rv iso r  in 

th e  v a r io u s  lu  (c irc u its : a d m in is t r a t iv e  d iv is io n s  in  th e  Song 

p e riod ). O ne  d a y  w h e n  Fan Z h o n g y an  w a s  e x a m in in g  a  l is t  o f  

c irc u it  su p e rv iso rs , h e  n o tic e d  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  so m e o n e  k n o w n  

to  be  a  c o rru p t o ffic ia l. H e c ro sse d  o u t  h is  n am e , s ig n a lin g  h is  

rem oval from  o lfice .

S e e in g  t h i s  f ro m  a  s e a t  n e a r b y .  Fu Bi c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  

c o m m en tin g . "Mr. Fan, th a t  s tro k e  o f  th e  b ru sh  w o u ld  b ring  tears 

to  a  w h o le  hou seh o ld ."

9



Ш Ш М Ж Ш Т Ь Ж Ъ Ш .,
Ш - 1 — 2д.

ШПШГ*Ш№: и̂ Ш - Ж ^ .  № Ш ' М Т - т Ш  
№ $ - ^ Т . "

Ж Й В Я Т Й Й .  . С * Е Ш % 1 £ Т .  т Ж ? Е № # е № Ж « Й 9 9 .

т й т ^ й й - # .  - ш т  

[ а ж .  к й ^ е ,  r t r e ^ .  ш № т @ * .  # е д ж ,  ж ш ж

« о  Ж ё Ж з К 8 № Е № $ ^ # 1 № * Е . 5 с 9 е б 5К С Ж Е М » «  

is . -Я к -х ш т ,  гбЯҒЖ.

Ъ С Я т & Я М А Я ,  Е№ ?<ЕЙ-1М ?#6Й(

S t S a i S ^ l i j P J R B B ^ i t i # .

$ Й Т .

9 2



T h e  N ew  Deal o l Fan Z hongyan

Fan Z hon g y an  gave th is  so b e rin g  a n sw er. "W ith o u t b ring ing  

tea rs  to  th a t  h o u seh o ld , w e  w o u ld  b rin g  tea rs  to  th e  peo p le  o f  an  

e n tire  c ircu it."

T h is  rep ly  im m ed ia te ly  m a d e  Fu Bi se e  th e  lig h t a n d  ad m ire  

ev en  m ore  th e  p e rsp icac ity  a n d  in s ig h t o f  Fan Z hongyan.

T h e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  th e  n ew  refo rm  m easu re s  h a d  th e  e ffec t 

o f  o p e n in g  a  P a n d o ra 's  box . M em b ers o f  th e  roya l fam ily  a n d  

n o b i li ty ,  h ig h  o f f ic ia ls  a n d  c o r ru p t  b u r e a u c r a t s  j o in e d  in  a  

c h o ru s  o f  p ro te s t  a n d  s ta r te d  s p re a d in g  ru m o rs  in  a n  a tte m p t 

to  d e m o n iz e  th e  re fo rm s. M in iste rs  w h o  h a d  a lw ay s  h a rb o re d  a 

g ru d g e  a g a in s t  Fan Z h o n g y a n  b o m b a rd e d  th e  E m p e ro r w ith  

da ily  a lleg a tio n s  a b o u t Fan  Z h o n g y an 's  c liq u e -b u ild in g  ac tiv itie s  

a n d  a b u se  o f  pow er.

As o p p o s itio n  to  th e  re fo rm s grew . E m peror R enzong  b egan  

to  w aver in  h is  resolve. Feeling th e  h ea t. Fan Z hongyan  fo u n d  his 

c o n tin u e d  s ta y  in  th e  c a p ita l u n te n a b le  a n d  v o lu n te e re d  to  go 

b a ck  to  h i s  g a r r is o n  d u ly  a t  th e  S h a a n x i  f ro n t ie r s .  E m p ero r 

R e n zo n g  w a s  v e ry  h a p p y  to  g ra n t  h is  w ish  a n d  g e t rid  o f  a  

co n tro v e rs ia l m in is te r.

W ith  th e  d e p a r tu r e  o f  F an  Z h o n g y a n , E m p e ro r R en zo n g  

ab o lish e d  all th e  reform s.
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J a l e . h u m  C h in e s e  H is to ry )  
T h e  N ew  D eal o l  I a n  Z llo n g y a n

Fan Z h o n g y a n 's  re fo rm  p ro p o sa ls  b ro u g h t  h im  im m e n se  

pe rsonal grief, b u t h e  d id  n o t fre t a b o u t it. A y ear a f te r  h is  o u ste r  

h e  w as  so lic ite d  fo r a  c o m m e m o ra tiv e  a r tic le  by  h is  o ld  frien d  

T en g  Z ongliang, w h o  w as a  g o v ern m en t o fficial in  Y uezhou  (w ith 

i ts  sea t in  m odern-day  Y ueyang. H u n an  Province) o n  th e  occasion  

o f  th e  com ple tion  o f  th e  resto ra tio n  o f  Y ueyang Pavilion, a  fam ous 

local lan d m ark . In  h is  a rtic le  o f  d e d ic a tio n  for Y u ey an g  Pavilion, 

h e  w ro te  th a t  a  pe rso n  w ith  a  g ran d  po litica l v is io n  sh o u ld  in  h is  

h e a r t  a n d  m in d  b e  p re p are d  to  "be p ro a c tiv e  in fo resee in g  a n d  

fee lin g  th e  c o n c e rn s  o f  so c ie ty , a n d  pu t th e  h a p p in e s s  a n d  th e  

in te re s ts  o f  so c ie ty  b e fo re  o n e 's  ow n". T h is  h a s  b eco m e a  m uch- 

q u o ted  m o tto  th ro u g h  th e  ages. T h e  d e d ic a tio n  essay  he lp ed  pul 

Y ueyang  Pavilion o n  th e  n a tio n a l m ap.
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g. T he  N o-nonsense, 

Im p artia l  Bao Zheng

In  th e  a f te rm a th  o f  th e  a b o litio n  o f  F an  Z hon g y an 's reform s, 

c o rru p tio n  in  th e  c e n tra l g o v e rn m e n t b e ca m e  m ore  pervasive , 

n o ta b ly  in  th e  c a p ita l  K aifeng . w h e re  g ra f t  a n d  b r ib e ry  w ere  

ram p an t in  th e  to p  ech e lo n s o f  governm en t. M em bers o f  th e  royal 

fam ily  a n d  n o b ility  sh o w ed  n o  regard for th e  law  in  th e ir  w an to n  

p u rsu it o f  ill g o tte n  g a ins. T h is  law lessn ess began  to  ch an g e  w ith  

th e  a rrival of Bao Zheng, th e  n ew  G overnor o f  Kaifeng.

Bao Z heng  w a s  o rig in a lly  fro m  H efei, a n d  h a d  se rv ed  a  s tin t 

a s  th e  C o u n ty  M a g is t ra te  o f  T ia n c h a n g  C o u n ty  ( in  A n h u i 

Province). In  h is  te n u re  a s  C oun ty  M ag istra te , h e  c a m e  a c ro ss  a 

case  in  w h ic h  a p easan t h a d  p u t h is  ox  in  th e  c o w sh e d  overn igh t, 

a n d  th e n  w oke u p  th e  n ex t m o rn in g  to  f in d  th e  ox  ly ing  in  a pool 

o f  b lood  w ith  its  to n g u ed  c u t  o u t. T h e  angry  a n d  p a in e d  p easan t 

w e n t to  th e  c o u n ty  g o v e rn m en t o ffice  to  file  a  c o m p la in t a n d  a sk  

Bao Z h en g  to  f in d  th e  p erpetra to r.

W ith  n o  lea d s  o r  su sp ec ts , th e  c ase  ap p eared  to  b e  d ifficu lt to  

so lve . A fte r  so m e  re fle c tio n . Bao Z h en g  to ld  th e  p la in t if f .  ‘Go 

h o m e  q u ie tly  a n d  b u tc h e r  th e  ox."

T h e  p e a s a n t  d id  n o t h a v e  th e  h e a r t  to  k ill h is  ox . B esides, 

b u tch e rin g  ox en  u sed  lo r  tillin g  w as p ro h ib ite d  by law  for private  

in d iv id u a ls . O n th e  o th e r  h a n d , a n  o x  w ith  its  to n g u e  c u t  p o u t 

w o u ld  n o t su rv iv e  fo r m ore  th a n  a  few  d ay s. O n th e  o th e r  h a n d , 

n o w  th a t  h e  h a d  th e  s a n c tio n  o f  th e  c o u n ty  m ag istra te  to  b u tch er
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th e  ox . h e  sh o u ld  n o t n e ed  to  Iea r  th e  s a n c tio n  o f  law .

H e w e n t h o m e  a n d  b u tc h e re d  th e  ox. T h e  n e x t d a y  so m eo n e  

f ile d  a  c o m p la in t  w ith  th e  c o u n ty  g o v e rn m e n t a c c u s in g  th e  

p e asan t o f  illegally b u tc h e r in g  a n  ox.

A fter h e a rin g  th e  c o m p la in t. Bao Z heng’s  face  d a rk en e d . H e 

th u n d e re d , "You h a v e  th e  n e rv e  to  d e n o u n c e  illegal b u tc h e rin g  

o l a n  o x  w h e n  it w as  you  w h o  c u t o u t th e  to n g u e  o f  t h a t  ox  in 

th e  f i r s t  place."

T h e  p la in tiff , s tu n n e d  by w h a t  h e  h e a rd , sa n k  to  h is  k n e e s  

a n d  rep ea ted ly  k n o ck in g  h is  h e a d  o n  th e  floor a d m itte d  h is  g u i l t

I t  tu rn e d  o u t  th e  perso n  w h o  c u t o u t th e  o x 's  to n g u e  h a d  had  

a  feu d  w ith  th e  a n im a l's  ow ner. He h a d  been d riv en  by h is  grudge 

to  c u t  o u t th e  o x 's  to n g u e  a n d  to  d e n o u n ce  th e  p e asan t for illegal 

b u tch e rin g .

By so lv ing  th e  case. Bao Z h en g  b ecam e w idely  k n o w n  for h is  

ab ility  a s  a ju d g e .

H e  re d u c e d  ta x e s  a n d  so lv e d  c a s e s  in v o lv in g  w ro n g fu l  

co n v ic tio n s everyw here  h e  w e n t a s  C h ief M agistrate. In  h is  ten u re  

as a  R em o n stran ce  O fficial in th e  c ap ita l, h e  a lso  proved  a  so u rce  

o f  g o o d  a d v ic e . In  a n  a t te m p t  to  c le a n  u p  K a ifen g . E m p ero r 

R enzong  a p p o in te d  Bao Z h en g  a s  i ts  G overnor.

K a ife n g  w a s  w h e r e  ro y a lty , n o b i l i ty  a n d  th e  p o w e rfu l  

c o n g reg a te d . W h o ev e r b e c a m e  i ts  g o v e rn o r  in  th e  p a s t w o u ld  

c u lt iv a te  th e  p o w erfu l e li te  a n d  a c c e p t b rib e s  fro m  th e m . Bao 

Z h en g  w a s  d e te rm in e d  to  ch an g e  all th a t  a n d  d ea l a  heavy  b low  

to  th e  c u ltu re  o f  c o rru p tio n .

It w as a  co m m o n  p rac tice  in th e  N o rth e rn  Song D ynasty  fo r a 

p la in tif f  to  n e ed  so m eo n e  to  p repare  a  w ritte n  c o m p la in t fo r h im . 

w h ic h  a  p e tty  o ffic ia l in  th e  b u reau c racy  w o u ld  th e n  p ass  o n  to
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th e  governor. Som e officials w o u ld  seize th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to  ex to rt 

m o n ey . Bno Z h en g  p u t a n  e n d  to  th e  p ra c t ic e  n o w  a n  o rd in a ry  

c itizen  w ith  a  c o m p la in t c o u ld  sim p ly  go  to  th e  c o u n ty  b u ild in g  

a n d  b ea t th e  d ru m  p laced  in  f ro n t o f  th e  b u ild in g , a n d  th e  d o o r 

w o u ld  op en  a llow ing  h im  to  go d irec tly  b efore  th e  p resid ing judge . 

T h is  e lim in a ted  th e  p o ssib ility  o f  pe tty  officials d em an d in g  b ribes 

o r  c o m m ittin g  o th e r  sh e n a n ig a n s .

O ne year, d e v a s ta tin g  H oods s tru c k  Kaifeng. a n d  th e  H u im in  

River co u ld  n o t c h a n n e l  aw ay  th e  flo o d w ate r. An in v es tig a tio n  

revealed  t h a t  e u n u c h s  a n d  h ig h  o ffic ia ls  h a d  ap p ro p ria te d  p a rts  

o f  th e  riv erb ed  fo r th e ir  p riv a te  use, u p o n  w h ic h  th e y  h a d  b u ilt 

g a rd en s  a n d  p av ilio n s, c logg ing  th e  river. Bao Z h en g  o rd ered  th e  

o w n e rs  to  im m e d ia te ly  d is m a n t le  all p r iv a te  s t ru c tu re s  o n  th e  

r iv e rb e d . O n e  h ig h  o ff ic ia l  b a lk e d  a t  th e  o rd e r  a n d  re fu sed  to  

d is m a n t le  h is  s t ru c tu re s .  W h en  o ff ic ia ls  s e n t  by  th e  K aifeng  

g o v e rn m en t a rrived  to  p re ss  for d ism an tlem en t, th e  h igh  official 

c o u n te re d  w ith  all k in d s  o f  sp e c io u s  a rg u m e n ts  a n d  p ro d u ced  a 

d eed  to  prove h is  o w n ersh ip  o f  th e  land. Upon sc ru tin y , Bao Z heng 

fo u n d  th e  d eed  to  h av e  been  forged by  th e  h ig h  official. Bao Z heng 

w a s  fu r io u s  a n d  o rd e re d  h im  to  im m e d ia te ly  d is m a n t le  h is  

g a rd en , th rea te n in g  to  d e n o u n ce  th e  forgery in  a  m em orial to  th e  

E m peror. R ealiz in g  th a t  it w a s  n o t in  h is  in te re s t  to  h a v e  th e  

m atte r  e sca la te  a n d  be rep o rted  to  th e  Em peror, w h o  m ig h t o rd e r 

a n  in qu iry , th e  o ffic ia l gave in  a n d  d ism a n tle d  t ire  g a rd en . T he 

h ig h  o ffic ia ls  a n d  p ow erfu l f igures w h o  u sed  to  engage  in  sh ad y  

b eh av io r n o w  d re w  b ack  in  fear o f  th e  n o -n o n se n se  s ty le  o f  law  

e n fo rc e m e n t o f  Bao Zheng.

W hen  a  certa in  h igh  o fficial w an ted  to  cu ltiv a te  a  re la tio n sh ip  

w ith  Bao Z h en g  b y  o ffe r in g  h im  a  g ift, o th e r s  to ld  h im  to  sav e

I О
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h is  m o n ey  b ecau se  Bao Z h en g  w as k n ow n for h is  incorrup tib ility . 

T h e  o ffic ia l w as  to ld  th e  fo llow ing  story: Bao Z h en g  o n c e  served 

in  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  D u a n z h o u  ( m o d e r n - d a y  Z h a o q tn g , 

G uang d o n g  Province), w h ic h  w as  fa m o u s  fo r its  in k  s to n e s . T he 

im perial c o u rt d e m a n d ed  th a t  D uanzhou  o fficials fulfill an  an n u al 

q u o ta  o f  D u a n zh o u  in k  s to n e s  a s  a  t r ib u te .  T h is  a n n u a l  q u o ta  

w as  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r D u an zh o u  o ffic ia ls  to  lin e  th e ir  p o ck ets  

by  p lu n d e rin g  th e  c o m m u n ity . T h ey  sav ed  so m e  in k  s to n e s  for 

th e m se lv e s  to  g rease  th e  p a lm  o f  h ig h  o ffic ia ls . T h e  n u m b e r  o f  

ink s to n e s  th a t  w en t in to  th e ir  private  p ossession  w as m any tim es 

th e  required  n u m b er lor th e  a n n u a l tribu te . W hen Bao Z heng  took 

u p  h is  p o s t in  D u a n zh o u  h e  w o u ld  c o llec t o n ly  th e  n u m b e r  o f  

in k  s to n e s  req u ired  fo r th e  t r ib u te  to  th e  im p eria l c o u rt, a n d  n o t 

o n e  m o re. H e  c o m p le te d  h is  te rm  in  D u a n zh o u  w i th o u t  ev er 

d e m a n d in g  o n e  in k  s to n e  fo r h im self.

T h e  h ig h  o ff ic ia l  u n d e r s to o d  n o w  th a t  h e  w o u ld  n o t  ge t 

a n y w h e r e  w i th  h i s  b r ib e r y  s c h e m e ,  so  h e  g a v e  u p . T h e  

in c o r ru p t ib le  Bao Z h e n g  b e c a m e  a  h o u s e h o ld  n a m e  a m o n g  

re s id e n ts  o l K aifeng. w h o  c irc u la ted  th is  d itty , "D on 't e x p e c t to 

s tr ik e  a  bargain  w ith  e ith e r  Y an lu o  (th e  G od o f  th e  N etherw orld ) 

or w ith  lo r d  Bao Zheng."

Bao Z heng  app lied  th e  sam e  s tr in g e n t s ta n d a rd s  to  h is  frien d s 

a n d  re la tiv es. H e w o u ld  re b u ff  a ll a tte m p ts  by  re la tiv e s to  r id e  

o n  h is  c o a t t a i l s .  In  t im e , h i s  f r i e n d s  a n d  r e la t iv e s  w o u ld  

u n d e rs ta n d  th e  k in d  o f  pe rso n  h e  w as  a n d  w o u ld  n o  lo n g er d a re  

to  seek  h is  h e lp  w ith  th e ir  p riv a te  affa irs.

E m peror R enzong  sh o w e d  h is  a p p rec ia tio n  fo r  Bao Z heng  by 

m ak in g  h im  D epu ty  M ilitary  A ffa irs C o m m iss io n e r. Even a f te r  

re a c h in g  s u c h  h e ig h ts  in  o ff ic ia ld o m , h e  c o n tin u e d  to  lead  a
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s im p le , Frugal life, n o t m u c h  d iffe re n t fro m  th a t  o f  a n  o rd in a ry  

c itizen . Upon h is  d e a th  five y ears later, h e  left a w ill w h ic h  sta ted , 

"if a n y  o f  m y d e sc en d a n ts  is  conv ic ted  o f  co rrup tion  w h ile  serving 

in  th e  governm ent, h e  w ill n o t be  allow ed to  re tu rn  to  th e  ancestral 

h o m e, a n d  w ill n o t  b e  a llo w e d  to  b e  b u r ie d  in  th e  Bao fam ily  

cem etery ."

Bao Z h en g  w o n  p ra ise  fo r h is  h o n e s ty  a n d  in c o rru p tib il i ty  

w h e n  h e  w as  a liv e  h e  becam e a  m odel o f  h o n esty  in  g o v ernm en t 

se rv ice  a f te r  h is  d e a th . H is  h o n o ra ry  t it le s  in c lu d e  "Bao Gong" 

I Lord Baol. 'B ao  Daizhi" (daizh i is  a n  ed ic t a tte n d a n t , a ssig n ed  to  

tak e  n o te s  on  im perial p ro n o u n cem en ts) a n d  "Bao Lcmgtu" (Longtu 

w a s  th e  D ragon D iagram  H all, w h e re  h e  w a s  acad em ic ian ). Folk 

s to ries  a b o u t im p artia l Bao G ong s  n o -n o n se n se  c ru sad e s  a g a in st 

m a lfe a sa n t o ffic ia ls  a b o u n d , a n d  so m e  h a v e  b een  a d a p te d  in to  

o p e ra  p ieces a n d  novels, w h i le  th e se  s to ries  involve m ore  f ic tio n  

th a n  fact, th ey  reflect soc ie ty 's  a d m ira tio n  a n d  longing for h o n e s t 

a n d  c lean  g o v e rn m en t.
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I о. T he  R eform s o f  W ang A nshi

In  h is  th ir ty  y e a rs  in  th e  th ro n e . E m pero r R en zo n g  in v ited  

u p r ig h t  m e n  su c h  a s  Fan  Z h o n g y a n  a n d  Bao Z h e n g  in to  th e  

g o v e rn m en t to  serve  a s  h is  m in is te rs . H ow ever, h is  c o m m itm e n t 

to  re fo rm  w as w eak  a n d  th e  c o u n try  w e n t o n  a  d ecline . S ince  he  

h a d  n o  so n . a m em b e r o f  th e  royal fam ily  su c c ee d ed  h im  up o n  

h is  d e a th ,  a s  E m p ero r Y in g zo n g  o l th e  N o rth e rn  S o n g  D ynasty . 

Y in g zo n g d ied  o f  illness a l te r  on ly  fo u r  years, a n d  w a s  succeed ed  

by C row n Prince Z hao Xu, a s  E m peror S hen zo n g  o f  th e  N orthern  

Song D ynasty.

E m pero r S h e n z o n g  a sc e n d e d  th e  th ro n e  w h e n  h e  w as  o n ly  

tw en ty . H e tu rn e d  o u t  to  he  a  young  ru ler w h o  w a n te d  to  m ak e  a 

d iffe ren ce . H e  very  m u c h  w a n te d  to  l if t  th e  c o u n try  o u t  o f  th e  

sorry  m ess i t  w a s  in  b y  in s titu tin g  reform , b u t h e  w as  su rro u n d ed  

by th e  o ld  guard  left by  E m peror Renzong. Even peo p le  like Fu Bi. 

w h o  u sed  to  su p p o rt reform , had  lo st th e ir  e n th u s ia sm . T o change  

th e  s ta tu s  quo . E m peror S h en zo n g  be liev ed  h e  n e ed e d  a s tro n g  

a d v o ca te  o f  re fo rm  to  h e lp  him .

E m peror S h e n z o n g  o f te n  h e a rd  so m e  very  go o d  id eas  from  

a n  o ffic ia l c a lled  H an  W ei. H ow ever, w h e n  E m pero r S hen zo n g  

p ra ised  h is  in s ig h ts . H an  W ei sa id . "T hese  a re  a c tu a lly  id e a s  I 

b o r ro w e d  fro m  m y  f r ie n d  W an g  A n sh i."  T h u s  W an g  A n sh i 

favorably  im p ressed  E m peror S hen zo n g  even b e fo re  th e  tw o  ever 

m et. In  h is  q u est fo r a  s tro n g  ally in  h is  re fo rm  e ffo rt, h e  n a tu ra lly  

th o u g h t o f  W an g  A nsh i. He h a d  W ang A n sh i tra n s fe rre d  to  th e  

cap ita l f ro m  J ian g n in g . w h e re  h e  w as  a  local o fficial.
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W ang A nshi w a s  a  ren o w n ed  m an  o f le tte rs  a n d  s ta te sm a n  in  

th e  N o rth e rn  Song D ynasty . H e w a s  o rig in a lly  fro m  L inchuan . 

Fuzhou (w est o f  m odern-day Fuzhou. Jiangxi Province). As a  young  

m an. h e  greatly  im pressed  O uyang Xiu w ith  h is  essays. Because o f  

h is  suc cess in  th e  co u rt-ad m in iste red  civil service  ex am  a t  th e  age 

o f  20. h e  se rv ed  a s  m a g is tra te  o f  loca l g o v e rn m e n t in  sev e ra l 

locations. W hen  h e  w as  c o u n ty  m ag istra te  a t Yin C ounty  (m odern- 

d ay  Yin C ounty, Z hejiang Province), a  n a tu ra l d isa s te r  h it. causing  

g re a t h a rd s h ip  to  th e  local peo p le . W ang  A n sh i b ro u g h t so m e  

se m b la n ce  o l no rm alcy  b ack  to  th e  c o m m u n ity  by  u n d e rta k in g  

w aterw orks p rojects and  im proving transport a n d  com m unications. 

W henever there  w as a tem porary  food sh o rtag e  b e tw een  harvests , 

h e  w o u ld  o p e n  u p  th e  s ta te  g ra n a rie s  to  lo an  g ra in  to  th e  poor, 

w h o  w ould  repay th e  loan w ith  in te re s t a f te r  th e  a u tu m n  h arvest 

a t  o ffic ia lly  fixed ra tes . T h is  h e lp ed  im p ro v e  th e  p e a sa n ts ' lives 

because  th ey  n o  longer h a d  to  b o rrow  from  large lan d o w n ers  and  

w ealth y  g en try  a t  u su rio u s  rates.

B ecause o f  h is  p e rfo rm an ce  a s  th e  m ag is tra te  o f  v a rio u s local 

g o v e rn m e n ts  o v er a  p e rio d  o f  tw e n ty  years, W ang A n sh i rose  to 

n a t io n a l  p r o m in e n c e .  H e  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t ly  s u m m o n e d  b y  

E m peror R enzong to  th e  c ap ita l to  deal w ith  fiscal m a tte rs . O nce 

in  th e  cap ital, he p resen ted  a  loooo-w ord m em orial to  th e  Em peror 

o u tlin in g  h is  p ro p o sa ls  fo r fiscal reform . E m peror Renzong, w h o  

h a d  j u s t  a b o lish e d  th e  re fo rm s  o f  Fan Z h o n g y an . fo u n d  a n y  

m e n t io n  o f  r e fo rm  d is ta s te fu l  a n d  p u t  W an g  A n s h i's  re fo rm  

p ro posa l to  o n e  side . R ealizing th a t  th e  c en tra l g o v e rn m e n t d id  

n o t h a v e  th e  req u is ite  c o m m itm e n t to  reform , a n d  f in d in g  it hard  

to  get a long  w ith  so m e  m in iste rs , W ang A nshi resigned  a n d  w ent 

h o m e, p u rp o rted ly  to  a t te n d  h is  m o th e r 's  funeral.

I О
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W h en  h e  rece iv ed  a n o th e r  in v ita tio n  to  se rve, th is  tim e  by 

E m peror Shenzong. w h o  w as  recru iting  ta le n t in  ea rn est, lie  gladly 

a cc ep te d  th e  in v ita tio n  a n d  se t  o u t fo r th e  c ap ita l.

O n h is  a rr iv a l, h e  w a s  in v ite d  to  a  p r iv a te  a u d ie n c e  w ith  

E m peror S henzong. T h e  E m perir c u t to  th e  c h a s e  a n d  asked  him . 

"W h ere  d o  y o u  th in k  I s h o u ld  s t a r t  in  o rd e r  to  r e s to re  good 

governm en t?"

W ang A n sh i rep lied  w ith  se lf-assu ran ce . "T he f irs t  o rd e r  o f  

b u s in e ss  is  t o  re fo rm  th e  old sy s tem  a n d  b u ild  a  new  legal order."

E m p e ro r  S h e n z o n g  in s t r u c te d  h im  to  p re p a re  a  d e ta i le d  

p re sen ta tio n  o f  h is  reform  ideas. T h a t  ev en in g  W ang A nshi d rew  

u p  a  re p o rt e la b o ra tin g  h is  p ro p o sa ls . H e su b m itte d  it th e  n e x t 

d a y  to  th e  Em peror. W ang  A n sh i's  id ea s  re so n a te d  w ith  E m peror 

S h e n z o n g  a n d  re in fo rc ed  th e  h itte r 's  t ru s t  in  h im . In  1069 AD. 

W an g  A n sh i w a s  p ro m o te d  to  D ep u ty  C h ie f  M in iste r. I n  th a t  

period  th e re  w ere  fo u r c h ie f  m in is te rs  in  th e  c en tra l g o v e rn m e n t 

b u t th e se  w ere  s low ed  d o w n  by frail h e a lth , ad v an ced  years, o r  a 

v io len t a llergy  to  a n y  m en tio n  o f  reform . W ang  A n sh i knew  th a t  

n o th in g  s ig n ific a n t co u ld  b e  a cc o m p lish e d  w ith  th e se  of fic ia ls 

in  pow er. W ith  Em peror Shenzong’s approval, h e  recru ited  a team  

o f  y o u n g  o ffic ia ls  a n d  e s tab lish e d  a  n ew  a gency  ta sk ed  w ith  th e  

p repara tion  of n ew  law s. W ith  th e  pow er to  in s titu te  reform  firmly 

secu red , W ang A nshi h a d  a  free  h a n d  n o w  in  im p le m e n tin g  h is  

re fo rm s in  earn est.

T h e  m ain  e le m e n ts  o f  W ang A n sh i's  re fo rm  ag en d a  were:

1. A s e e d lin g  law . w h ic h  w a s  a g o v e rn m e n t m ic ro f in a n c e  

sc h e m e  to  t id e  fa rm e rs  o v e r  b e tw e e n  h a rv e s ts , p ilo te d  in  Y in 

C o u n ty  a n d  n o w  to  b e  ap p lie d  a c ro ss  th e  c o u n try .

2. A n a g r ic u ltu ra l  la n d  a n d  w a te rw o rk s  law  th a t  o ffe re d
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in c e n tiv e s  to  loca l g o v e rn m e n ts  lo r  w a te rw o rk s  a n d  fa rm lan d  

rec lam atio n  p ro jec ts  u n d e rta k e n  by th em .

3. A law  o f  e x e m p tio n  fro m  m a n d a to ry  lab o r a n d  serv ices, 

w h ic h  a b o lish e d  th e  o ld sy s tem  o f  req u irin g  c itize n s  to  pe rfo rm  

m a n d a to r y  l a b o r  a n d  s e r v i c e s  fo r  th e  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  

g o v e rn m en t w o u ld  n o w  h ire  w o rk e rs  to  p e rfo rm  th e s e  serv ices, 

a n d  levy  se rv ice  e x e m p tio n  fe es  fro m  c itiz e n s  th a t  v a rie d  o n  a 

w e a lth  scale . G o v ern m en t o ffic ia ls  a n d  lan d o w n ers , w h o  u sed  to  

en jo y  ex em p tio n  fro m  p u b lic  serv ices, w o u ld  n o w  be req u ired  to 

pay  th e s e  fees. T h is  law  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  in c re a se  g o v e rn m e n t 

rev en u e  a n d  re d u c e  th e  b u rd e n  o f  c o n sc rip ted  lab o r o n  farm ers.

4. A fa rm lan d  tax  e q u a liza tio n  law . d e s ig n ed  to  p rev en t large 

la n d o w n e rs  fro m  ta k in g  m o re  la n d  a n d  fa ls ify in g  in fo rm a tio n  

a b o u t la n d  h o ld in g s a n d  ag ricu ltu ra l h o u se h o ld s . U n d er th e  new  

law . th e  g o v e rn m e n t w o u ld  c o n d u c t  la n d  su rv e y s  to  a sc e r ta in  

h o ld in g s  a n d  levy la n d  ta x e s  b a se d  o n  th e  a m o u n t o f  h o ld in g s  

a n d  th e ir  fe rtility .

5. T h e  law  o l bno  a n d  jin ,  u n d e r  w h ic h  th e  g o v e rn m e n t 

organized p e a sa n t hou seh o ld s. T en  h o u se h o ld s  c o n s titu te d  a b a a  

f ifty  h o u se h o ld s  a  g re a te r  baa  a n d  te n  g re a te r  baos m a d e  a du  

bno. A h o u s e h o ld  t h a t  h a d  tw o  o r  m o re  a d u l t  m a le s  m u s t  

c o n tr ib u te  o n e  a s  a  reserve  so ld ie r o f  th e  bno. w h o  w as req u ired  

to  rece iv e  m ilita ry  t ra in in g  in  p e ac e tim e  a n d  re p o rt fo r  a c tiv e  

d u ty  in  w artim e.

W ang  A n s h i's  re fo rm s  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  c o n so lid a t io n  o f  

th e  ru le  o f  th e  N orthern  Song D ynasty  a n d  increased  g o v ernm en t 

rev en u e . At th e  s a m e  tim e , th ey  c o n flic te d  w ith  th e  in te re s ts  o f  

large la n d o w n e rs , a n d  c o n se q u e n tly  ra n  in to  s tro n g  re s is ta n c e  

by  m an y  h ig h  o ffic ia ls  a n d  m in is te rs .



w - & .  и ш й : "j'hB A SStiC te,

^ Ф М Л № 6 ,  % Ш

А * ?  ’

т ъ ш т ш - .  “ й т т л ж ^ а е ^ .  й й ж й й й И :  

Ш Т .  ЙТЕШТШЙУЖЯ., aStSESPJHifeT. Sift, л  

( n r o m w s iK to .  р ,щ т т ш & ч -& т .  ч м и й х ш е .

£ ^ Ш Ф Н ^ '1 Й ,  ( Н Й А # ;К ) Н < ^ № № А ® 8 1 , т т  

й * ш а ^ ' > .  т ш * .

' i i j t  Ю74 fp. щ ш  Г ~ < к * Ш '

^ R S r T ^ f t .  * Ш Ш £ .  W - t S M

Ш Ш Т - Щ  “EREH" ittimfrg,

^ ? Ф Ж #  Г Й Н Ж Й В Э .  R S K W X ,  №  h i S ^ S K £ „  t t  

^ 6 9 t i # W * B  И  А Ж Ш 6 » ж Ш Е  9£ ' « о » , Ш %

т я т & ш  г, m nzm jtm .
т ш г г т ш ш т £ ; . ч т и - .  п т и



E m peror S h e n z o n g  s u m m o n e d  W ang A n sh i to  see  h im  one  

day  a n d  a sk ed  h im . "№ ople a re  g ru m b lin g  ab o u t m y d isregard  for 

th e  risk s o f  destab iliza tion , m y d isd a in  for public  o p in io n  a n d  my 

d iso b ed ien ce  to  a n cestra l co n v en tio n s. W hat sh o u ld  I do?"

U n p e rtu rb ed . W ang  A nshi rep lied . 'B y tak in g  g o v e rn m en t as 

seriously  a s  H is  M ajesty does, H is M ajesty is  p rev en tin g  in stab ility  

in  th e  co u n try . By c o n su ltin g  h is  adv isers . H is M ajesty is  h eed in g  

p u b lic  o p in io n . Besides, n o t all p u b lic  o p in io n  is  righ t. As long  as 

w e a re  d o in g  th e  rig h t th in g , w e  sh o u ld n 't b e  b o th e re d  by  people 's 

g rum bling . As fo r c o n v e n tio n s  la id  d o w n  by  a n ce s to rs , th e y  are 

n o t se t in  stone."

D esp ite  a ll th e  a tte m p ts  by  W ang  A n sh i to  a ssu ag e  E m peror 

S hen zo n  s w o rries , th e  la t te r  lac k ed  th e  s t re n g th  o f  c h a ra c te r  

e v id e n t  in  W an g  A n s h i.  a n d  b e g a n  to  w a v e r  in  t h e  fa c e  o f  

m o u n tin g  o p p o sitio n .

A d e v a s ta tin g  d ro u g h t  in  H ebei In 1074 AD, fo llo w in g  te n  

ra in le s s  m o n th s ,  c a u s e d  a  m ass iv e  e x o d u s  o f  h u n g ry  p e a s a n ts  

s t r u g g l in g  to  s u rv iv e .  An o f f ic ia l  s a w  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  a n d  

p resen ted  a  p a in tin g  e n title d  "Refugees" to  th e  Emperor, o n  w h o se  

m in d  d ie  fam in e  w eighed  heavily. T he official b lam ed  th e  d isaste r 

o n  th e  re fo rm s o f  W an g  A n sh i a n d  ca lled  fo r h is  rem o v a l frOm 

office.

A lte r  v iew in g  th e  p a in tin g . E m pero r h eav ed  d e ep  s ig h s  a n d  

s le p t b ad ly . H is  g ra n d m o th e r .  E m p ress D ow ager Cao, a n d  h is  

m o th e r .  E m p re ss  D o w ag er G ao. w e n t  b e fo re  h im  in  te a rs  to  

c o m p la in  th a t  th e  c o u n try  h a d  b e en  p lu n g ed  in to  th is  m ess  by 

W ang  A nshi. T h ey  p re sse d  fo r th e  a b o litio n  o f  th e  reform s.

R ealizing th e  in su rm o u n ta b le  h u rd le s  faced  by h is  re fo rm s. 

W an g  A n sh i s u b m i t t e d  h is  r e s ig n a t io n  in  d is g u s t .  E m p e ro r

I I
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S h e n z o n g  fo u n d  it p ru d e n t  to  s e n d  W an g  A n sh i to  J ia n g n in g . 

s h e l te r e d  fro m  th e  p o l i t ic a l  u p ro a r  b re w in g  in  th e  c a p ita l  

Dongjing.

T h e  n e x t  y e a r  E m p ero r S h e n z o n g  su m m o n e d  W an g  A rish i 

b ack  to  th e  c ap ita l to  be  th e  C h ief M inister. A few  m o n th s  late r, a 

c o m e t w a s  s e e n  s t r e a k in g  a c ro s s  th e  sk y . T h is  is  a  c o m m o n  

en o u g h  p h e n o m e n o n  bu t w as co n sid ered  a  bad  o m en  at th e  tim e. 

In a  p a n ic  E m peror S hen zo n g  so lic ited  th e  v iew s o f  h is  m in is te rs  

o n  th e  m im in g  o f  th e  governm en t. C onservative  m in is te rs  jum ped 

a t th e  c h a n c e  to  renew  th e ir  a t ta d t  o n  th e  re fo rm s. D esp ite  W ang 

A n s h i 's  b e s t  e f f o r t s  to  d e f e n d  t h e  re fo rm s  a n d  to  d is s u a d e  

E m p ero r S h e n z o n g  fro m  a  s u p e r s t i t io u s  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  

co m et. E m peror S h en zo n g  rem a in ed  u n d ecid ed .

U n ab le  to  h a v e  h is  v is io n  im p le m e n te d . W ang A nshi on ce  

a g a in  re s ig n ed  fro m  h is  p o st a s  C h ie f  M in is te r  in  th e  sp r in g  o f  

1076 AD, th re e  y ea rs  in to  h is  ten u re , a n d  re tu rn e d  to  Jian g n in g .
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7jcb. wi-7ĵ ire$ijsi?&±. тшМ' л km,
т т ш т а ш ш т .  s ' l m m - n m r f .  * ғ т - ш %  

n s .  & к к Ш .  Ш Щ Х Ш Ш .  № ¥ Ш ±



I I .  Sim a G uang W rites 

Z i Z h i T o n g jia n  (“H istorical 

Events Retold as a  M irror 

for G o v ern m en t”)

A f te r  W a n g  A n s h i 's  r e s i g n a t i o n .  E m p e ro r  S h e n z o n g  

m a in ta in ed  th e  re fo rm s fo r nearly  ten  m ore  years. In  1085 AD. lie 

d ied  o f  illness. H e w a s  su cceed ed  by h is  ten-year-o ld  so n . C row n 

P rince Z h ao  Xu, w h o  b e ca m e  E m peror Z hezong . B ecause o f  h is  

y o u n g  age. h is  g ra n d m o th e r  E m p ress D ow ager G ao  ru led  a s  h is  

reg en t. A lo n g tim e  o p p o n e n t o f  reform , sh e  in v ite d  S im a G uang. 

o n e  o f  th e  fie rc e s t fo e s  o f  re fo rm , to  se rv e  a s  th e  C h ief M in ister 

so o n  a f te r  s h e  took  o v er th e  re in s  o f  s ta te .

S im a  G u an g . o r ig in a l ly  f ro m  X ia C o u n ty  o f  S h a a n z h o u  

I m o d ern -d ay  Xia C oun ty , S h an x i Province) w as  o n e  o f  th e  m ost 

p ro m in en t m in is te rs  in  th e  p eriod . H is fa m e  began to  sp re ad  a t a 

v e ry  y o u n g  ag e. A t s e v e n  h e  w a s  a lre a d y  a n  a v id  re a d e r . In  

s w e lte r in g  h e a t  o r  f re e z in g  c o ld , h e  w o u ld  k e e p  o n  re a d in g , 

s o m e tim e s  fo rg e tt in g  to  e a t  o r  d r in k . H is zea l fo r b o o k s  w a s  

m a tc h e d  by a  n im b le  m in d . O ne d a y  h e  w as  p lay in g  w ith  o th e r  

k id s in  th e  b ackyard , w h e re  a  big v a t filled  w ith  w a te r  sa t. A boy 

w h o  c lim b ed  o n  th e  rim  o f  th e  v a t fell in to  th e  w a te r  a n d  w a s  o n  

th e  p o in t o f  d ro w n in g . O th e r k id s  c ried  in  I rig h t a n d  ra n  to  seek  

h e lp  fro m  a d u lts .  S im a G uan g  calm ly  p ick ed  u p  a b ig  rock  and

I I
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h u r le d  ii a t  th e  v a t. c rack in g  it w itli a  "pong". As w a te r  e m p tied  

o u t  o f  th e  b ro k en  v a t. th e  d ro w n in g  k id  w as  saved.

T h e  reso u rcefu lness sh o w n  by h im  in th is  acc id en t ca tap u lted  

th e  y o u n g  S im a G uan g  in to  in s ta n t fam e. T h e  d eed  w a s  d ep ic ted  

in  p a in tin g s  w id e ly  c irc u la ted  in  D ongjing a n d  Luoyang.

D uring  th e  reign  o f  E m pero r S h en zo n g , S im a G uan g  w a s  an  

A cad em ic ian  a t  th e  H a n lin  A cad em y . H e  a n d  W an g  A n sh i h a d  

been  c lo se  frien d s , b u t  th e  re fo rm -m in d ed  W ang A nsh i a n d  th e  

m o re  c o n se rv a tiv e  S im a  G u an g  e v e n tu a l ly  p a r te d  w ay s. Every 

re fo rm  m ea su re  p ro p o sed  by W ang A nsh i a s  C h id  M in iste r w as 

in v a r ia b ly  o p p o s e d  by  S im a  G u an g . G u a n g  e v e n  p e ti t io n e d  

E m pero r S h en zo n g  fo r th e  repeal o f  th e  S eed lin g  Law. H e o n c e  

w ro te  a  le tte r  a s  a n  o ld  fr ien d  to  W ang  A n sh i. fa u ltin g  h im  for 

u su rp in g  th e  ro le  o f  o th e r  o ffic ia ls , ro ck in g  th e  b o a t, a m a ss in g  

w e a lth  a n d  re fu s in g  to  h eed  advice.

In  h is  reply to  th e  letter, W ang A nshi re fu ted  S im a G uang  point 

by  po in t. H e  w rote. "Since I have b een  pu sh in g  reform  a t th e  orders 

o f  th e  Em peror, y o u  c an n o t a cc u se  m e  o f  u su rp in g  o th e rs . I am  

do in g  all th is  in  th e  in te re s t o f  th e  c o u n try . I am  no t rock ing  th e  

boat, as you alleged. 1 a m  g e tting  th e  financial h o u se  o f  th e  co u n try  

in  o rd e r  a n d  n o t a m a ss in g  a n y  p e rso n a l w e a lth  a s  you  charged . 

C hallenging w ro n g  id eas d o e s  n o t m ean  I d o  no t h eed  advice."

S im a G uan g  s te a m e d  w h e n  h e  read  th e  reply. H ow ever, h e  

co u ld  n o t d o  a n y th in g  b ecau se  W ang  A n sh i h a d  th e  h ack in g  of 

th e  E m peror. H e  fin ally  d e c id e d  to  re s ig n  fro m  h is  p o s t in  th e  

c en tra l g o v e rn m e n t a n d  leave th e  c ap ita l fo r Luoyang, w h e re  he  

a n n o u n ce d  h e  w a s  g iv ing  u p  p o litics to  d e v o te  h is  life to  w riting .

S im a G uang  w as  a  se rio u s h is to ry  bu ff. H e believed  th a t  th e  

ru lin g  e lite  m u st lx* th o ro u g h ly  versed  in  h isto ry , d raw in g  lessons
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fro m  th e  rise  a n d  fa ll o f  p a s t d y n astie s . H e believed th a t  em perors 

sim ply  lacked  th e  tim e  to  read  th e  p le th o ra  o f  h is to rica l a cc o u n ts  

th a t  h a d  a c c u m u la te d  fro m  a n c ie n t  t im e s  to  th e  Five D ynasties  

p e r io d , so  e a rly  in  h is  c a re e r  h e  s ta r te d  to  c o m p ile  a  h is to ry  

sp a n n in g  th e  t im e  b e tw ee n  th e  W arrin g  S ta te s  p e rio d  a n d  th e  

Five D y n a s t ie s  p e r io d . D u rin g  E m p e ro r Y in g z o n g 's  re ig n , h e  

p re se n te d  a  p a r tia l  d ra f t  to  th e  c e n tra l  g o v e rn m e n t. E m pero r 

Y in g zo n g  g re a tly  a p p re c ia te d  th e  w o rk  b e c a u se  h e  b e lie v ed  it 

w o u ld  h e lp  c o n so lid a te  h is  d y n a s tic  rule.

A f te r  th e  a c c e s s io n  o f  E m p e ro r  S h e n z o n g . S im a  G u an g  

p re sen ted  a n o th e r  in s ta llm e n t o f  h is  w o rk  to  th e  Em peror. W hile 

n o t a  su b sc r ib e r  to  S im a G u an g 's  p o litica l p h ilo so p h y . E m peror 

S h en zo n g  p ro v id ed  e n th u s ia s t ic  su p p o rt to  h is  w rit in g  pro ject. 

H e gave th e  2,400 b o o k s h e  h a d  co lle c ted  s in c e  a  y o u n g  m an  to 

S im a G uang. a n d  ex p ressed  th e  w ish  to  see  a n  e x ce llen t p roduct 

fro m  th is  e n d eav o r. E m peror S hen zo n g  e v en  th o u g h t u p  a  n am e  

for th e  w ork Zi Zhi Tong Jinn ("H istorical E vents R etold a s  a  M irror 

fo r G overnm ent").

A fte r  le a v in g  h is  g o v e rn m e n t  p o s t ,  i t  to o k  S im a  G u an g  

n in e te e n  y ea rs  o f  h a rd  w o rk  in  Luoyang to  fin ally  co m p le te  th e  

Zi Zhi Tongjian. H e o f te n  w o rk ed  la te  in to  th e  n ig h t, a n d  th e  

u n d e r ta k in g  to o k  a  h eav y  to ll o n  h i s  h e a lth . By th e  c o m p le tio n  

o f  th e  book , h e  w as  very  w eak. H is  v is io n  w a s  b lu rred  a n d  m ost 

o f  h is  te e th  w ere  loose.

T he bo o k  itse lf  p re sen ts  a  p an o ram ic  h is to ry  in  chronolog ical 

o rd e r, s p a n n in g  th e  1.362 y e ars  b e tw e e n  403 BC o f  th e  W arrin g  

S ta te s  Period a n d  959 AD o f  th e  Five D ynasties  Period. T o w rite  

th is  epic w ork. S im a G uang a n d  h is  a s s is ta n ts  collected  a n d  sorted 

th ro u g h  larg e  a m o u n ts  o f  d a ta  a n d  m a te r ia l.  B esid es o ffic ia l
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g o v e rn m e n t h is to r ie s , th e y  c o n su lte d  m o re  th a n  300 h is to ric a l 

w orks o f  a  less official n ature . By th e  tim e  o f  th e  book s com pletion , 

th e  m an u sc rip ts  filled  tw o  e n tire  room s. Because o f  th e  w ealth  o f  

m a te r ia l  i t  w a s  b a se d  o n . i ts  s u p e rb  e d it in g ,  r ig o ro u s  te x tu a l 

research  a n d  th e  econom y a n d  v ibrancy  o f  its  prose, it h a s  becom e 

one  o f  tlie  m o st valuable w orks in th e  h isto ry  o f  C h in ese  lite ra tu re  

It p ro v id es a  w e a lth  o f  In fo rm atio n  fo r s tu d e n ts  o f  h isto ry .

W h ile  h e  w a s  w ritin g  h is  book , so m e  c o n se rv a tiv e  o ffic ia ls  

n e v e r  fo rg o t th is  m a n  k n o w n  fo r h is  f ie rc e  o p p o s it io n  to  th e  

re fo rm s  o f  W ang A nsh i. D esp ite  h is  p ro fessed  a b a n d o n m e n t ol 

po litics, m an y  still c o n sid ered  h im  th e  " true  C h ie f  M inister". Even 

o rd in a ry  c it iz e n s  k n e w  th e re  w a s  a  Lord S im a in  Luoyang.

W hen  th e  regen t. E m press D ow ager Gao. in v ited  S im a G uang 

back  to  th e  c en tra l g o v ern m en t, h e  w as  a lready  a  frail, sick ly  old 

m an . H ow ever, ev en  in  th is  frail s ta te , h e  h a d  re ta in e d  v igorous 

o p p o sitio n  to  W ang A n sh i's  re fo rm s. T h e  f irs t o rd e r o f  b u s in e ss  

lo r  th e  n ew  c h ie f  m in is te r  w a s  to  a b o lish  th e m . T o th o s e  w h o  

h a d  co n cern s ab o u t th e  u n seem ly  h a s te  in  ab o lish in g  th e  re fo n n s 

so  so o n  a f te r  th e  d e a th  o f  E m peror S henzong . h e  rep lied  angrily. 

"Good law s  m a d e  by th e  la te  E m p ero r s h o u ld  n a tu ra lly  n o t  be  

tam p ered  w ith , b u t  th is  s tu f f  cooked  u p  by  W ang A nshi is  a  b an e  

to  so c ie ty . W hy  c a n ’t w e  c h a n g e  it?  B esides. E m press D ow ager 

G ao is  E m pero r Shenzong"s m o th e r. W hat’s  to  p re v en t a m o th e r 

fro m  c h an g in g  h e r  s o n 's  d ecisions?"

O v errid in g  th e  o p p o s itio n  o f  m an y  o ffic ia ls , h e  d u m p e d  all 

th e  re fo rm s a n d  law s in s titu te d  by  W ang A n sh i in 1086 AD. W ang 

A n sh i w a s  an g ered  a n d  sa d d e n ed  by th e  tu rn  of e v e n ts  a n d  soon 

d ie d  a  h e a r tb ro k e n  m a n . In  S e p te m b e r  o f th e  sa m e  y ear, th e  

in creasing ly  ill S im a G uang  a lso  d ied .
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1 2 . T he  P lants and  

Rocks Convoys

After eigh t years as regent. Em press Dowager Gao died  and 

Emperor Zhezong took over the reins o f  state. The young Emperor 

h ad  never agreed to  h is  g ran d m o th e r 's  em p o w erm en t o f  the 

conservatives. Once he got power, lie brought the reform ists back 

into governm ent. However, the latter-day reform ists lacked Wang 

A nsh i's  tru e  devo tion  and  w ere forever em broiled  in factional 

squabbles, and  o p p o rtu n is ts  stirred  up trouble  in  th e  nam e of 

reform. W hen Emperor Zhezong w as succeeded a t  his dea th  by 

his younger b ro ther Zhao Ji. as Emperor H uizong o f  the Northern 

Song Dynasty, th e  governm ent w as in w orse sh ap e  th a n  ever.

E m peror H u izong  had  a  re p u ta tio n  o f  b e in g  a d is so lu te  

p leasu re -seek e r. u n in te re s te d  a n d  u n in i t ia te d  in  th e  a r t o f  

g o v ern an ce . A tru s te d  e u n u c h  T ong  G uan p a n d e re d  to  h is  

p ro p e n s itie s  and  scou red  th e  co u n try  fo r a r t is t ic  treasu res , 

w orks of calligraphy and pain tings for h is view ing pleasure. One 

of Tong G uan 's treasu re-hun ting  tr ip s  took h im  to  th e  Suzhou 

area, w here h e  m et an  offic ia l called Cai Jing , w ho w an ted  to 

ing ra tia te  h im se lf  w ith  Tong Guan in o rder to  im prove h is poor 

career prospects. He atten d ed  on Tong Guan, m aking h im  a gift 

of decorative screens and  fans bearing h is  ow n calligraphy and 

paintings. To repay Cai Jing. T ong Guan im m ediately  sen t these 

on  to  E m peror H u izong  in Dongjing. w ith  a m essage th a t he 

had  found  a rare talent.
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W hen Cai Jing w as transferred to  Dongjing. lie got influential 

o fficials to  lobby for him . An official said  to  Em peror Huizong. 

"Im plem enting  reform s is a fo rm idable  ta sk  and  n o n e  o l th e  

m in isters in  governm ent can be depended on to  make a success 

o f  it. If  His Majesty really desires to  take u p  the m antle o f Emperor 

Shenzong and fin ish  h is  u n fin ish ed  business, th e n  Cai Jin g  is 

your only  hope." The official drew  up a  ch a rt for th e  perusal o f 

Emperor Huizong. w hich listed all th e  conservative m inisters on 

th e  righ t and  th e  re fo rm is ts  on  th e  le ft. All th e  in cu m b en t 

m in is te rs  w ere p u t in th e  righ t co lum n an d  only  tw o  nam es 

figured in  th e  left. Cai Jing  being one  o f  them . Delighted by Cai 

Jin g 's  re fo rm is t c red en tia ls . E m peror H u izong  im m ed ia te ly  

decided to  make him  C hief Minister.

Soon a f te r  tak in g  o ffice , in th e  n am e  o f  refo rm  Cai Jin g  

proceeded to  brand  m any honest, uprigh t officia ls m em bers o f 

schem ing  cliques, regardless o f  the ir conservative or reform ist 

inclination. Under h is m achinations. Emperor Huizong approved 

the erection o f  a marker in front o f  Duanli Gate bearing the nam es 

of m em bers o f  th e  so-called Yuanyou Clique. T his was a group of 

about 1 2 0  form er and incum bent officials, including lum inaries 

su ch  as Sim a Guang, Wen Yanbo. Su Shi and Su Zhe. w ho were 

alleged to  have form ed a clique during  th e  Yuanyou Era o f  the 

reign o f  Em peror Zhezong. T hose no longer alive w ere stripped 

o f  th e ir  fo rm er o ffic ia l ti tle s , w h ile  th o se  s till alive w ere  all 

dem oted and sen t into exile. After th e  ouster o f  large num bers of 

o ff ic ia ls  w ith  in te g rity , Cai J in g  a n d  h is  ilk p ro sp e re d  in 

g overnm en t. T he refo rm s o f  W ang A nshi w ere d is to rted  and 

adu ltera ted  by Cai Jing  beyond recognition. W hile th e  original 

in tent o f th e  service exem ption law  w as to  reduce th e  burden on

I  2 C
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c iv ilia n s , th e  e x e m p tio n  fees, w h ic h  w ere  c o n s ta n tly  ra ised  by 

Cai J in g  a n d  h is  p a rtisa n s , b ecam e a too l o f  ex to rtio n .

D riven by a  su p e rs ti tio u s  b e lie f in  D aoism . E m peror H uizong 

a n d  Cai J in g  e m b a rk ed  o n  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  larg e  n u m b e rs  o f  

D aoist tem ples. A D aoist p riest called  Lin Lingsu to ld  a s to ry  before  

E m pero r H u izo n g , c la im in g  th a t  th e re  w e re  n in e  lev e ls  in  th e  

f irm am en t, th e  h ig h es t o f  w h ic h  w as c a lled  C od 's Sphere, w h ere  

K in g  Y u q in g , e ld e s t  s o n  o f  t h e  S u p re m e  G o d . h e ld  c o u r t .  

A ccording to  h im . E m peror H uizong  w as  th e  su p re m e  god 's e ld est 

so n  in c a r n a te  o n  E a rth . T h e re  w e re  e ig h t h u n d r e d  c e le s tia l  

o fficials in  G od's Sphere, a n d  Cai J in g  a n d  T ong  G uan w ere  am ong  

th e s e  c e le s tia l  o f f ic ia ls  in c a rn a te  o n  E arth . E m p ero r H u izong . 

fla ttered  by th is  n o n sen se , inv ited  d ro v es  o f  D ao ists to  th e  palace 

to  g ive  lec tu res. T h e  D aoist gave E m peror H u izong  th e  t it le  G uru 

D aoist Em peror, w h ic h  o s te n s ib ly  m a d e  h im  its  leader.

E m peror H uizong  o f  th e  N orthern  Song D ynasty  w allow ed  in 

d e c a d e n c e  a n d  in d u lg e d  in  p le a s u r e  s e e k in g . T o n g  G u an  

co m m iss io n ed  th o u sa n d s  o f  c ra ftsm en  in  Suzhou  a n d  H angzhou  

to  p ro d u ce  e m b ro id ery  a n d  h a n d ic ra f ts  m ad e  o f  ivory, h o rn  and  

ra ttan , fo r th e  so le  p lea su re  o f  th e  Em peror. All th e  raw  m ateria ls 

w e re  o f  c o u r s e  ta k e n  f ro m  c iv i l ia n s  w i th o u t  l i t t l e  o r  n o  

c o m p e n sa tio n . As t im e  w e n t by. E m peror H u izong  b eg an  to  tire  

o f  th e se  t r in k e ts  a n d  so u g h t th e  n o v e lty  o f  ra re  p la n ts  a n d  rocks. 

P andering  to  th e  E m peror's w h im s, Cai J in g  a n d  T ong  G uan pu t a 

w o r th le s s  m an  n a m e d  Z h u  M ian in  ch arg e  o l a n  ag en c y  c a lled  

th e  T r ib u te s  B ureau, w h ic h  e x is te d  fo r  th e  e x p re ss  p u rp o se  o f  

f in d in g  s u c h  ra re  flow ers a n d  ro ck s  fo r th e  E m peror. W h en ev er 

th e  b a iliffs  in  h is  e m p lo y  go t w in d  o l a n y  p la n t o r  rock  o f  som e 

n o v e lty  o r  ra re  b e au ty , th e y  w o u ld  b r in g  so ld ie rs  w ith  th e m  to
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th e  o w n e r 's  h o m e  a n d  s la p  a  y e llo w  r ib b o n  o n  th e  o b je c t to  

d e s ig n a te  i t  a s  a  t r ib u te  to  th e  E m peror. U n til i t  re a c h e d  th e  

E m p e ro r, th e  o w n e r  h a d  to  la k e  g o o d  c a re  o f  it. fo r  o b je c ts  

su ffe rin g  d am ag e  w o u ld  c au se  th e  o w n e r to  b e  fined  o r  even ja iled  

fo r g ro ss  c o n te m p t-  I f  a  p la n t w e re  to o  big o r  d if f ic u lt  to  m ove, 

so ld iers  cou ld  d ism a n tle  a  h o u se  o r  break  d o w n  a  w all to  facilita te  

th e  rem oval o l d ie  p lan t. T h e  b a iliffs  a n d  th e  so ld ie rs  o f te n  used  

th e  o c c a s io n  to  e x to r t  m o n ey  fro m  th e  o w n ers, so m e  o f  w h o m  

w ere th u s  b an k ru p ted  a n d  so m etim es forced to  sell th e ir  ch ild ren .

Z h u  M ian h a d  th e s e  p la n ts  a n d  ro c k s  t ra n s p o r te d  o n  s h ip  

a f te r  s h ip  to  D ongjing . W h en  th e re  w e re  n o t e n o u g h  sh ip s , h e  

w o u ld  c o m m a n d e e r  sh ip s  tra n sp o r tin g  g ra in  o r  o th e r  cargo  a n d  

d u m p  th e ir  cargo  to  m ak e  room  fo r th e  p lan ts  a n d  rocks. T he u se  

o f  s u c h  a  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  s h ip s  n a tu r a l l y  in v o lv e d  th e  

co n sc rip tio n  o f  c iv ilian  lab o r o n  a  h u g e  scale. T h e  sh ip s  sh u ttle d  

b ack  a n d  fo rth  o n  th e  rivers, w h ile  c o n sc rip ted  lab o re rs  w orked  

d a y  a n d  n ig h t fo r th e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  th e  p la n ts  a n d  rocks. T h ese  

w ere  th e  so-called  "P lan ts  a n d  R ocks Convoys".

W hen  th e  first convoy o f  p lan ts  a n d  rocks a rrived  in Dongjing, 

it p lea se d  E m pero r H u izo n g  so  m u c h  th a t  h e  gave a ra ise  a n d  a 

p ro m o tio n  to  Z hu  M ian. Z h u  M ian 's po litica l fo r tu n e s  ro se  w ith  

e v er m ore  ru n s  o f  th e  P lan ts a n d  R ocks convoys, a n d  th o se  in  th e  

c o rrid o rs  o f  p o w er sc ram b led  to  g e t in to  th e  good g races o f  Zhu 

M ian. As a  tes tim o n y  to  th e  im m en se  pow er w ie lded  by Z hu  M ian, 

h is  T rib u te s  B ureau, w h ic h  o p e ra te d  in  S u zh o u  a n d  H angzhou , 

w a s  g iv en  th e  n ic k n a m e  o f  "C o u rt in  M in ia tu re  in  S o u th e a s t  

C h ina" by  h is  c o n tem p o ra ries .



13, шых
к { т т :. - - ^ № ] \ т , щ р к ъ т ш ъ ,  ж

Й Ж Э Д Ш Й Ж , ® Я 1 * Ж  ( Ш Ш Ш - )  Ш Я , t t i r - Ъ Ш - б  

w * .  м ю й е ^ ж ж г с ё х й я ш .  т м я .  a « i * t  

т т .  ш я т м .  в ?
я а з а я # * .  & ш ш  r m m v x i s .  т - т я ш - м ,  и  

х «  и  ш т к % % % к ш ю в . ж  

& £ ' № ± ж т ш * .  ш - и т а .

^ т с п г о ^ й - ^ .  Д Ж 1 ^ * # 1а $ № Й Е * * 6 * - Е й 9 

ш ш ,  т ш т ± Ш :  - т ш к - ^ ж т .  ш — f- 

А Ж .  6 f W B ) f T - 6 f 8 M . ^ ,  ?« » < Й < П Й

Х Я . Ш Ш Т .  «tM№fnW!tr- w,

( п ш е а ^ й » ? "

А У С - Ю П е Ю :  “ ^ Й Ж !  -



Fang 1,1 Rises in R

1 3 . Fang La Rises in Rebellion

T h e  P lan ts a n d  R ocks C onvoys w ere  ru in o u s  lo r th e  people in 

s o u th e a s t  C h in a . T h o se  w h o  lived in  a re a s  th a t  w ere  a b u n d a n t  

s o u r c e s  o f  th e  ra re  p la n t s  a n d  ro c k s  b o re  th e  b r u n t  o f  th e  

e x p lo ita tio n . O n e  su c h  p lace  w a s  Q ingxi, M uzhou  (m od ern -d ay  

C h u n 'an  C ounty . Z h ejiang  Province), w h o se  rich ly  d iv erse  p lan ts, 

ro ck s , b a m b o o  a n d  tr e e s  m a d e  it a  ta rg e t  o f  f re q u e n t  ra id in g  

p a r tie s  s e n t  by  Z h u  M ian 's T r ib u te s  B u reau . Л re s id e n t  o f  th e  

c o u n ty  by  th e  n a m e  o f  Fang La. w h o  eked o u t a  su b s is te n c e  selling 

th e  p ro d u c ts  o f  h is  la c q u e r trees , h a te d  b e in g  v ic tim ized  by th e  

b a iliffs  e x to r tio n  a n d  p lu n d er. W h en  h e  sa w  th e  m isery  su ffe red  

b y  th e  o th e r  p e a s a n ts  o f  h is  c o u n ty  b e ca u se  o f  th e  P la n ts  a n d  

R ocks Convoys, h e  d e c id ed  to  o rgan ize  th e m  in  a  rebellion .

O ne day  in  1120 AD. several h u n d re d  angry, aggrieved p easan ts  

a ssem b led  in  Fang la 's  g a rd en  a n d  h e a rd  h im  g ive a  p a ss io n a te  

speech . H e to ld  th e  c ro w d  h eated ly . "The c o u n try  is  like a  fam ily. 

W h en  th e  y o u n g  in  a  fam ily  lab o r all y ear ro u n d  to  b rin g  so m e  

food  to  th e  tab le  a n d  c lo th in g  fo r th e  b a ck s  o f  i ts  m em bers, on ly  

to  see  th e  f ru i t  o f  th e ir  la b o r  s q u a n d e re d  b y  th e i r  e ld e rs , a n d  

re c e iv e  la s h e s  f ro m  th e s e  e ld e r s  a t  t h e i r  w h im , w o u ld  you  

c o n s id e r  it n o rm al a n d  ju s tif ied ?"

T he c ro w d  roared , "N ot ju s tif ied !"

Fang La w e n t o n  to  say . "N ot c o n te n t  w ith  sq u a n d e rin g  th e  

fa m ily 's  r e so u rc e s ,  th e s e  e ld e r s  in g r a t ia te  th e m s e lv e s  w it li  

e n em ies  o f  th e  fam ily  w ith  g ifts . Is  i t  ju s tif ied ?"

T h e  c ro w d  a n s w e re d  w ith  a n g e r  in  t h e i r  v o ice . “No! I t 's
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u nconsc ionab le!"

W ith  tea rs  in  h is  eyes. Fang l a  sa id , "W ith  g o v e rn m en t levies 

a n d  c o n sc rip ted  lab o r a lread y  w e ig h in g  so  heav ily  o n  th e  people, 

th o se  b u re a u c ra ts  w a n t  to  e x to r t  s t i ll  m o re  m o n e y  o u t  o f  us. 

A ny la c q u e r  o r  p a p e r  p ro d u c e d  by th e  sw e a t o f  o u r  b ro w  h a s  

g o n e  to  l in e  th e ir  p o c k e ts . For o u r  y e a r lo n g  to il, a ll w e  g e t in 

re tu rn  is  h u n g e r  a n d  co ld  fo r  o u r  fa m ilie s . W h a t d o  y o u  th in k  

w e  s h o u ld  do?"

T h e  c ro w d  gav e  a  th u n d e ro u s  a n sw e r, "G ive u s  y o u r  o rd e r 

a n d  w e  w ill fo llow  you!"

H av ing  o b ta in e d  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  p e asan ts . Fang La ra ised  

a rebellion  w ith  "D eath to  Z h u  M ian" a s  th e ir  b a ttle  cry. Fang La 

assu m ed  personal c o m m an d  o f  th e  in su rg en t a rm y, g iving h im se lf  

th e  t i t l e  o f  S h en g g o n g . H is  tro o p s  d o n n e d  tu rb a n s  o f  v a rio u s  

co lo rs  fo r  id e n tif ic a tio n  p u rp o se s . T h e  an g ry  in su rg e n ts  k illed  

g o v e r n m e n t  o f f ic ia l s  a n d  b u rn e d  d o w n  th e i r  h o u s e s .  T h e  

re s id e n ts  in  th e  Q ingxi v ic in ity , all v ic t im s  o f  th e  e x a c tio n s  o f  

th e  b u reaucracy , ra llied  to  th e  reb e ls  a n d  in  le s s  th a n  te n  d a y s  a 

rebel a rm y  o f  te n s  o l th o u sa n d s  o f  m en  h a d  b een  form ed .

T h e  tro o p s  s e n t  b y  th e  loca l g o v e rn m e n t to  p u t  d o w n  th e  

rebellion  w ere so u n d ly  bea ten , a n d  tw o  Song gen era ls  w ere  killed 

in  th e  a c tio n . P ress ing  th e ir  v ic to ry , th e  re b e ls  p u sh e d  in to  th e  

c o u n ty  se a t o f  Q ingxi a n d  se n t i ts  m ag is tra te  o n  th e  ru n . Dozens 

o f  c o u n tie s  w e re  ta k e n  by  th e  in s u rg e n ts  in  q u ic k  su c c e ss io n  

be fo re  th e y  re a c h e d  H angzhou .

As n e w s o f  th e  rebellion  reach ed  D ongjing. E m peror H uizong  

w as  scared  sense less. H e im m ed ia te ly  sen t T ong  G uan a t th e  head 

o f  150.000 g o v e rn m e n t  tro o p s  to  th e  s o u th e a s t  to  q u e ll  th e  

rebellion .
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W h e n  T o n g  G u n n  a r r iv e d  in  S u z h o u ,  h e  r e a l iz e d  th e  

m ag n itu d e  o f  th e  p o p u la r  an g er a t  th e  P lan ts  a n d  R ocks C onvoys 

a n d  im m ed ia te ly  issu ed  a n  e d ic t in  th e  Em peror's n am e  accep tin g  

b lam e, a b o lish e d  th e  T rib u te s  B ureau, a n d  f ir in g  Z h u  Mian.

T h e  p eo p le  o f s o u th e a s t  C hina fe lt v in d ica ted  a n d  so m ew h a t 

p laca ted  by  th e  c an c e lla tio n  o f  th e  co n v o y s  a n d  th e  rem oval o f  

Z h u  M ian, l i t t le  s u s p e c t in g  th a t  T o n g  G uan  w a s  in  th a t  sa m e  

m o m e n t a c tiv e ly  d e p lo y in g  tro o p s  fo r th e  su p p re s s io n  o f  th e  

in su rgency .

In  th e  face o f  th e  at tack  by a  c o n ce n tra ted  force o rgan ized  by 

T ong  G uan, Fang La's a rm y  w a s fo rced  b ack  to  Q ingxi. w h e re  he  

e n tre n c h e d  h is  tro o p s  in  B angyuan C averns d e ep  in a  valley a n d  

se ttled  d o w n  for a  long  resis tan ce . T h e  g o v ern m en t troops, w h ich  

w ere  u n fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  m o u n ta in o u s  te rra in , c o u ld  n o t lau n ch  

a n  im m e d ia te  a tta ck . N ev erth e less , w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  a  t ra i to r  in 

th e  in s u r g e n ts ’ ra n k s  w h o  g u id e d  th e  g o v e rn m e n t tro o p s  to  

Bangyuan C averns. Fang La w as  c au g h t co m p le te ly  o f f  guard  and  

cap tu red . H e  w as tak en  to  D ongjing. w h e re  h e  w as  killed.

A lth o u g h  th e  rebellion  led  by Fang La en d ed  in  failure, it w as 

a heavy  b lo w  to  th e  N orthern  Song D ynasty . In th e  sam e  period  a 

large sca le  u p ris in g  h a d  a lso  e ru p te d  in  th e  n o rth , w h ic h  began 

w ith  so m e  th ir ty -s ix  m en  in  H ebei led  by  Song Jiang , fig h tin g  a 

m ob ile  w a r be tw een  Q ingzhou, Q izhou a n d  Puzhou (all in  m odem -
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F a ils  Ui R ise s  in  R eb ellio n

d a y  S h a n d o n g  P rov ince). T h e y  s t ru c k  te r ro r  in  th e  h e a r t s  o f  

g o v ern m en t tro o p s, w h o  o f te n  fled b e fo re  th e ir  a ttack .

An u p ris in g  b y  f ish e rm e n  a lso  b roke  o u t a t L iangshan Lake in  

S han d o n g . It is  sa id  th a t  th e  in su rg e n ts  o f  S o n g  J ia n g  h a d  been  

to  L iangshan Lake. T w o sto ries  w idely  c ircu la ted  s in c e  th a t  tim e. 

"The B unch  o f  G ood M en in  L ian g sh an  la k e "  a n d  th e  "S tory  o f  

th e  O ne H u n d re d  Eight C om m an d ers" , w ere  b ased  o n  th e  d eed s 

o f  th e se  rebels. D uring  th e  p e rio d  sp a n n in g  th e  la s t y ears o f  th e  

Y u an  D y n a s ty  a n d  th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  th e  M ing  D y n a sty , th e  

n o v e lis t Shi N ui'an e x p an d e d  th e  a s so rte d  leg en d s su rro u n d in g  

th e  rebellions o f  th e  p e asan ts  o f  L iangshan Lake in to  a n  ep ic  novel 

e n title d  Heroes o f  the Water Margin. T h is  im m orta lized  in  a rtis tic  

fo rm  th e  m a n y  h e ro e s  o f  L ian g sh an  Lake, in c lu d in g  h u t  n o t  

lim ited  to  Lin C hong. Lu Z h ish en  a n d  W u Song, a n d  b eco m e one  

o f  th e  m as te rp iec es  o f  C h in ese  lite ra tu re .

1 4  I
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14. A guda's Defiance 

a t  th e  Fish Feast

S h o rtly  a f te r  T ong  G uan’s  su p p re ss io n  o f  Fang L i's  rebellion , 

a n  e m issa ry  o f  th e  J in  D y n asty  w a s  d isp a tc h e d  to  D ongjing to  

u rg e  th e  N o rth e rn  So n g  D y n asty  to  a tta c k  Y an jin g  a s  p a r t  o f  a  

tw o -flan k ed  cam p aig n  ag a in s t th e  Liao D ynasty.

T h e  Liao D ynasty  had  b e en  w eak en ed  by a su ccess io n  o f  civil 

d is tu rb an c es  a n d  rebe llio n s by  o th e r  e th n ic  g roups. T he Ju rc h en s  

(called th e  N tizh en  in  C hinese, a n d  la te r  k n o w n  a s  th e  M anchus) 

g rew  in  s tre n g th . In  th e ir  lo n g  y ears  u n d e r  th e  y oke  o f  th e  Liao 

a ris to c racy , th e  o p p re sse d  J u rc h e n  h a d  dev elo p ed  a s tro n g  an ti- 

Liao se n tim e n t.

In  th e  sp r in g  o f  1112 AD. Y e lii Y anxi. E m pero r T ia n z u o  o f  

th e  Liao D ynasty , w e n t o n  a  to u r  to  C h u n z h o u  (In m o d e rn -d a y  

Jilin  Province), w h ere  h e  en joyed  h im se lf  f ish in g  o n  th e  H u n to n g  

R iv er ( th e  m o d e rn -d a y  S o n g h u a  R iver), a n d  c o n v o k e d  th e  

c h ie f ta in s  o f  all J u rc h e n  tr ib e s  t o  pay h o m ag e  to  h im .

As a  loca l c u s to m , ev ery  sp r in g  th e  f irs t c a tc h  o n  th e  riv er 

h a d  to  h e  sac rificed  to  th e ir  a n c e s to rs  in  a big feast, so  E m peror 

T ian zu o  o f  th e  Liao D ynasty  in v ited  th e  c h ie f ta in s  to  a  fish  feast 

in  C h u nzhou . A fter a  few  ro u n d s  o f  w ine, a  sligh tly  d ru n k  Em peror 

T ianzuo  ordered  th e  c h ie fta in s  to  d an ce  for h im . A fraid to d iso b ey  

th is  in te n se ly  re se n te d  o rd e r, th e  c h ie f ta in s  left th e ir  s e a ts  o n e  

a f te r  a n o th e r  to  pe rfo rm  so m e  Ju rc h e n  fo lk  d an ces .

W hen  it w as  th e  tu rn  o f  o n e  y o u n g  m an . h e  rem a in ed  ro o ted
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w h e re  h e  sa t .  f ix in g  a co ld  g la re  o n  E m p ero r T ia n zu o . H e  w a s  

Aguda. th e  son  o f  W uyashu . c h ie fta in  o f  th e  W anyan  tr ib e  o f  th e  

Ju rc h en

U p set by  A guda's p u b lic  d e fian ce . E m pero r T ian zu o  in s is ted  

t h a t  h e  p e rfo rm  a d a n c e . S o m e  c h ie f ta in s  a ls o  u rg e d  h im  to  

c o m p ly  fo r  fe a r  th a t  h is  c o n t in u e d  b a lk in g  w o u ld  a n g e r  th e  

Em peror. H ow ever. A guda w as  n o t to  be  budged , p u ttin g  Em peror 

T ian zu o  in  a n  a w k w ard  po sitio n .

T h e  fish  feast e n d e d  o n  a  so u r  n o te . A lth o u g h  h e  re fra in ed  

fro m  e x p lo d in g  a t  th e  b a n q u e t .  E m p ero r T ia n z u o  s a id  to  h is  

m in is te r  X iao Fengxian  a f te r  th e  feast. "T he  a rro g a n t d e fia n ce  ol 

A guda is  in to le rab le . Let's k ill h im  b e fo re  h e  tu r n s  in to  a fu tu re  

th re a t"

B elieving th a t  A guda h a d  c o m m itte d  n o  eg reg io u s  o ffen se  

a n d  k illin g  h im  w o u ld  a n ta g o n iz e  th e  o th e r  c h ie f ta in s .  X iao 

F engx ian  sa id , "H e is  a n  u n c o u th , ill-m an n e red  p e rso n . It’s  no t 

w o r th  H is  M a je s ty 's  w h ile  to  lo se  s le e p  o v e r  h im . Even i f  h e  

h a rb o rs  so m e  a m b itio n , a  c h ie f ta in  o f  a sm all tr ib e  like  h im  will 

n ev er a m o u n t to  m uch ."

F in d in g  X iao F e n g x ian ’s  a n a ly s is  to  m a k e  se n se . E m pero r 

T ia n zu o  o f  Liao p u t th e  in c id e n t b e h in d  him .

A guda re fu sal to  d a n c e  c e r ta in ly  w a s  n o t o u t o f  a n y  la c k  o f  

d a n c in g  skill. R ather, h e  w as strong-w illed , a n d  h a d  long  resen ted  

th e  Liao a ris to c rac y 's  o p p re ss io n  o f  th e  Ju rc h e n s . As h e  sa w  th e  

d e ca y  a n d  d e c lin e  o f  th e  Liao D ynasty , h e  m a d e  u p  h is  m in d  to  

strike.

W h en  W u y ash u , h is  fa th e r , d ie d  sh o r tly  th e re a f te r , A guda 

s u c c e e d e d  h im  a s  c h ie f ta in  o f  th e  W a n y a n  t r ib e .  H e  b u i l t  

fo r tif ic a tio n s , u p g ra d ed  w e a p o n s  a n d  p u t h is  so ld ie rs  th ro u g h

I 4
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rigorous tra in ing . In p repara tion  for w a r w ith  th e  Liao D ynasty, h e  

em barked o n  a  system atic  in tegration  o f  th e  various Ju rc lien  tribes.

W hen Em peror T ian zu o  o f  th e  Liao D ynasty learned  o f  A guda's 

w a r  p re p a ra tio n s , h e  s e n t  a n  e m issa ry  to  c h a llen g e  A guda. a n d  

d e p lo y e d  s e v e ra l  a r m ie s  fro m  H e b e i to  t h e  n o r th e a s t  a s  a 

d e te r r e n t

A guda sa id  to  h is  officers, "The Liao w ill so o n  m ake  th e  m ove. 

W e n e ed  to  s tr ik e  first."  H e  p u t to g e th e r  a cav a lry  o f  2.500 m en 

a n d  led  i t  in  a n  a tta c k  a g a in s t  th e  Liao. T h e  Liao g e n e ra l w as  

c a u g h t by  s u rp r is e  a n d  fled  in  d e fea t. W h en  E m pero r T ian zu o  

received  n e w s o f  th e  a tta ck , h e  im m ed ia te ly  s e n t  a m assiv e  arm y 

to  q u a sh  it. H is tro o p s  w ere  so u n d ly  b e a te n  by  A gu d a 's cavalry , 

w h ic h  sw elled  to  10.000 a s  it p u rsu e d  th e  c ru m b lin g  Liao troops.

In  t i t s  AD. A guda p ro c la im ed  h im s e lf  E m peror in  H u in in g  

(so u th  o f  m o d ern -d ay  A cheng, H eilo n g jian g  Province) w ith  th e  

D y n a s ty  n a m e  o f  th e  G rea t J in . H e  gav e  h im s e l f  th e  t i t l e  o l 

E m peror T aizu  o f  J in  D ynasty .

A l te r  h i s  a c c e s s io n .  E m p e ro r  T a iz u  o f  th e  J in  D y n a s ty  

la u n c h e d  a n  a t ta c k  a g a in s t  H u a n g lo n g  (m o d e m  d a y  N ong 'an  

C oun ty , J il in  Province), a s tra te g ic  to w n  in  th e  n o r th e a s t  o f  Liao 

te rr ito ry . T h e  200.000-strong in fa n try  s e n t  by  E m peror T ian zu o  

o f  th e  Liao D ynasty  to  d e fen d  i ts  n o r th ea s t w a s  ro u ted  by th e  J in  

a rm y , a b a n d o n in g  a ll th e ir  w e a p o n s  a n d  fa rm in g  im p le m e n ts . 

W h en  E m pero r T ia n zu o  m ad e  p eace  o v e r tu re s . E m p ero r T aizu  

re fused , in s is t in g  in s tea d  o n  E m peror T ian zu o 's  su rren d er.

A ngered  by  th is  h u m ilia tio n . E m peror T ian zu o  led  a 700,000- 

s tro n g  a rm y  o n  a  m arc h  to  H uanglong .

As E m pero r T aizu  w a s  in  th e  m id s t o f  b u ild in g  e a r th w o rk s  

a n d  d ig g in g  t re n c h e s  in  p re p ara tio n  fo r  b a ttle . E m peror T ian zu o
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s u d d e n ly  r e tre a te d  b e c a u s e  a n  in te rn a l  d is p u te  h a d  e ru p te d  

w ith in  th e  Liao g o v e rn m en t. E m peror T aizu  o rd ered  h is  a rm y  to  

k eep  th e  re tre a tin g  e n em y  in  h o t p u rsu it ,  a n d  th e  Liao a rm y  ol 

h u n d re d s  ol th o u sa n d s  c ru m b led  in  sh o r t  order. E m peror T ianzuo 

fled  to  sa fe ty  a f te r  r id in g  h u n d re d s  o f  m iles, d a y  a n d  n ig h t.

By th a t  t im e  th e  Liao h a d  s e e n  i ts  f ig h tin g  fo rc e  la rg e ly  

n e u tra liz e d . T h e  peo p le  in  th e  n o rth , re s tiv e  u n d e r  th e  yo k e  o f  

th e  Liao a ris to c racy , n o w  rose  u p  in  revolt.

A su g g estio n  w as m ade  to  E m peror H uizong  o f  th e  N orthern  

So n g  D y n asty  th a t  th e  im m in e n t  c o lla p se  o f  th e  Liao D y n asty  

o ffe re d  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  recover lo s t te rr i to ry  in  th e  Y an zh o u  

a n d  Y u n zh o u  regions. E m peror H u izo n  s e n t  a n  e n v o y  acro ss  th e  

sea  from  S h an d o n g  to  m eet w ith  E m perorT aizu  o f  th e  J in  Dynasty 

to  co n v ey  h is  re a d in e s s  to  j o in  th e  J in  in  a  tw o -p ro n g ed  a tta ck  

ag a in st th e  Liao. T h e  tw o  s id e s  agreed  th a t  a f te r  th e  q u a sh in g  o f  

th e  Liao D ynasty , th e  N o rth e rn  Song w o u ld  g e t b a ck  th e  s ix teen  

reg ions o f  Y anzhou  a n d  Y u n zh o u  ced ed  to  th e  Liao in th e  Later 

J in  period , a n d  th e  J in  D ynasty  w o u ld  get th e  sam e  a n n u a l g ifts 

o f  s i lk  a n d  s i lv e r  th e  Liao D y n a s ty  u se d  to  re ce iv e  f ro m  th e  

N o rth e rn  Song D ynasty . T h is  is  k n o w n  to  C h in ese  h is to ry  a s  th e  

"Pact o n  th e  Sea".

In  i ts  so u th w a rd  drive, th e  J in  a rm y  c ap tu red  fo u r Liao cities, 

leav ing  Y anjing  to  be c ap tu red  by  th e  Song a rm y, as s tip u la te d  in 

th e  a g re e m e n t

Fresh  a f te r  h is  su p p ress io n  o f  th e  in su rg en cy  o f  Fang la .  Fong 

G uan  led a  igo.ooo s tro n g  a rm y  n o rth w a rd  to  a tta c k  Y anjing. He 

fu lly  e x p ec ted  th e  tak in g  o f  Y an jin g  to  be  e asy  b ecau se  th e  m ain  

fo rce  o l th e  Liao h a d  b een  d e fe a te d  by  th e  J in  a rm y . W h en  th e  

w eak en ed  Liao a rm y  tu rn ed  ou t to  be  w a s  still very  m u ch  sujxirior

I
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to  th e  Song arm y, h e  w as unprepared . T ong  G uan lo s t tw o  b a ttle s  

in a  row , b u t  still h a d  n o t tak en  b ack  Yanjing. W orse, h e  su ffe red  

heavy casu a ltie s  a n d  lo st all th e  w eapons, g ra in  a n d  feed  h e  had  

b e en  ab le  to  a cc u m u la te  th ro u g h  th e  years.

In  a n  a t t e m p t  to  a v o id  b la m e , T o n g  G u a n  s e n t  a  s e c re t  

em issary  to  th e  J in  general ask in g  th e  J in  a rm y  to  cap tu re  Y anjing  

fo r h im . O n ce  th e  J in  a rm y  to o k  Y an jing . i t  re fu se d  to  h a n d  it 

o v er to  th e  N orthern  Song. It w a s  o n ly  a f te r  T o n g  G uan prom ised  

th e  J in  a  m il l io n  s t r in g s  o f  c o p p e r  c o in s  a  y e a r  fro m  th e  tax  

rev en u e  o f  Y an jin g  th a t  Y anjing  w a s  given b ack  to  h im .

T h is  e p iso d e  o p en ed  th e  ey es o f  th e  J in  D ynasty to  th e  corrupt 

c u ltu re  p e rv a d in g  th e  So n g  g o v e rn m e n t. In  1125 AD. W an y an  

S heng , E m pero r T a izo n g  o f  th e  J in  D ynasty , y o u n g e r b ro th e r  o f 

E m pero rT aizu . s e n t  h is  tro o p s a f te r  E m peror T ianzuo , k illing  h im  

a n d  d e s tro y in g  th e  Liao D y n asty . Soon h e  d ire c te d  h is  a tta c k  

so u th w a rd  ag a in s t th e  N o rth e rn  Song D ynasty.
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Ig. Li G ang D efends th e  Capital

A lte r  c o n q u e rin g  th e  Liao D ynasty . E m pero r T a izo n g  o f  th e  

J in  D y n asty  la u n c h e d  a  tw o -p ro n g ed  a tta c k  again  th e  N o rth e rn  

Song D ynasty  o n  th e  p re tex t th a t  it h a d  h a rb o re d  a  fu g itiv e  Liao 

genera l. Z o n g h an  led th e  a tta c k  a g a in s t T a iy u an  fro m  th e  w est, 

w h ile  Z ongw ang  a tta ck e d  Y an jing  from  th e  e as t. T h e  tw o  a rm ies 

w ere  to  su b seq u e n tly  converge  o n  Dongjing.

T h e  c o u rt  o f  th e  N o rth e rn  So n g  D ynasty  w a s  sw am p ed  hy a 

s te a d y  s tre a m  o f  b a d  n e w s a n d  u rg en t a p p ea ls  fo r re in fo rc em e n t 

fro m  th e  front- E m peror T aizong  s e n t  a d e leg a tio n  to  Dongjing to  

p re ssu re  th e  N o rth e rn  Song D ynasty  to  c ed e  territo ry  a n d  su b m it 

to  th e  J in  D ynasty. As th e  e n tire  co u rt o f  civil o fficials a n d  m ilitary  

o f f ic e r s  w a s  p e tr i f ie d  w ith  fe a r , o n e  m a n , Li G ang . D ep u ty  

C h a m b e rla in  fo r  C e rem o n ies  (in  c h a rg e  o f  r i te s  a n d  sacrifices), 

c am e  o u t  s tro n g ly  fo r re s is tin g  th e  aggressor.

T h e  J in  a rm y  a tta c k in g  Y an jin g  fro m  th e  e a s t to o k  th e  c ity , 

a n d  G uao  Y aosh i. th e  So n g  g e n e ra l d e fe n d in g  it. su rre n d e re d . 

M ak ing  G uao Y ao sh i h is  g u id e , th e  J in  c o m m a n d e r  Z ongw ang  

to o k  th e  J in  a rm y  s o u th , d irec tly  th re a te n in g  D ongjing.

In  th e  face  o f  th e  c r it ic a l  tu r n  o f  e v e n ts ,  th e  a n g ry  a n d  

f lu s te re d  E m peror H u izong  g rab b ed  th e  h a n d  o f  a  m in is te r  and  

lam e n te d , "I n ev er th o u g h t th e  J in  w o u ld  d o  th is  to  m e." Before 

h e  had  tim e  to  fin ish  w h a t h e  w as  going to  say, h e  ch o k ed  o n  his 

w o rd s a n d  fa in ted , fa lling  in h is  co u ch . T h e  m in is te rs  sc ram bled  

to  p ro p  h im  up , f in a lly  re s u s c i ta tin g  h im  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  th e  

im p e ria l p h y s ic ia n  w h o  a d m in is te re d  m ed ic in e  to  h im . A sking

I
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h is  a tte n d a n ts  for b ru sh  a n d  paper, h e  w ro te  a n  e d ic t  an n o u n c in g  

h is  a b d ic a tio n  in  favor o f  th e  C row n Prince. S h o rtly  a fte rw ard s , 

h e  lied  Dongjing u n d e r  th e  g u a rd  o f  20,000 tro o p s loyal to  h im  to  

th e  sa fe ty  o f  B ozhou Im o d em -d ay  Bo C ounty , A nhui Province).

C ro w n  P rin ce  Z h ao  H u a n  a sc e n d e d  th e  th ro n e  a s  E m pero r 

Q in z o n g  o f  th e  N o r th e rn  S o n g  D y n a s ty . E m p e ro r  Q in z o n g  

p ro m o ted  Li G ang to  D irecto r o f  th e  M in istry  o f  W ar a n d  issu ed  

a n  e d ic t  a n n o u n c in g  h e  w a s  p e rso n a lly  le a d in g  a n  e x p e d itio n  

a g a in s t  th e  J in  a rm y . W h ile  h e  w e n t  th ro u g h  th e  m o tio n s  a n d  

p u t u p  a  b rave  face, E m pero r Q inzong  w a s  n o t m u ch  b e tte r  th a n  

h is  fa th e r, a n d  w a s  a t  a  lo ss  a s  to  w h a t to  do .

As th e  So n g  a rm y  su ffe red  o n e  d e fe a t a f te r  a n o th e r  a n d  th e  

th re a t  to  D o n g jin g  b e c a m e  m o re  p a lp ab le , C h ie f  M in is te rs  Bai 

S h iz h o n g  a n d  Li B angyan  u rg e d  E m p e ro r Q in zo n g  to  f lee  th e  

c ap ita l. T h e  e m p e ro r began  to  w aver.

W h e n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  c a m e  to  Li G a n g ’s  k n o w le d g e , h e  

im m ed ia te ly  w e n t to  see  E m peror Q inzong  a n d  sa id  to  h im , "T he 

S u p e r-E m p e ro r (m e a n in g  E m p ero r H u iz o n g ) a b d ic a te d  in  h is  

M ajesty 's favor in th e  ex p ec ta tio n  th a t H is M ajesty  w ould  de fen d  

th e  d y n a s tic  c ap ita l. H ow  c an  H is M ajesty  th in k  o f  leaving?"

Before E m peror Q inzong  co u ld  reply , th e  C h ie f  M in iste r Bai 

S h izhong  answ ered , "T here is  n o  w ay  th e  cap ital c an  be  defended  

a g a in s t su c h  o v e rw h e lm in g  e n em y  forces."

Li Gang c h a llen g ed  th e  a ssessm en t; "T here  is  no  o th e r  c ity  as 

im p re g n ab le  a s  th e  c ap ita l. B esides, th e  c a p ita l is  th e  c e n te r  o f  

th e  s ta te , w ith  th e  h ig h e s t c o n c e n tra tio n  o f  its  civil a n d  m ilita ry  

e lite . I f  th e  E m peror p e rso n ally  lea d s  th e  fig h t, th e re 's  n o  reaso n  

th e  c ap ita l c a n 't  b e  d e fen d e d  successfu lly ."

An a tte n d in g  e u n u ch  g ru m b led  th a t  D ongjing w as  n o t  s tro n g
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e n o u g h  to  r e s is t  th e  a tta c k  o f  th e  J in  a rm y . E m p e ro r Q inzong  

to ld  Li G ang to  to u r  th e  c ity  w a lls  to  a s se ss  th e ir  so lid ity . A fter 

m ak in g  a n  in sp e c tio n . Li G ang  re p o rte d . "T h e  c ity  g a te s  a re  tall 

a n d  so lid . T h e  m o a ts  a re  n o t d e e p  e n o u g h , b u t  w e  c a n  m an ag e  

w ith  e lite  tro o p s  a n d  a rch e rs ."  H e  w e n t o n  to  lay  o u t  ta c tic s  for 

d e fen se , a n d  ask ed  E m peror Q inzong  to  ra lly  th e  p eo p le  a n d  th e  

m ilita ry  a ro u n d  h im  to  re so lu te ly  d e fe n d  th e  c a p ita l u n t i l  th e  

a r r iv a l  o f  r e in f o r c e m e n ts ,  w h e n  a  c o u n te r a t t a c k  c o u ld  be 

lau n ch ed .

S till no t to ta lly  con v in ced . E m peror Q inzong  asked . "W ho can 

b e  e n tru s te d  w ith  th e  d e fe n se  o f  th e  city?"

Li Gang g lanced a ro u n d  a t  th e  m in is te rs  b efore  reply ing. "The 

g o v e rn m e n t h a s  a w a rd e d  h ig h  s a la r ie s  a n d  p o s i t io n s  to  h ig h  

o ff ic ia ls  so  th a t  th e y  can  pay  it b ack  a t  t im e s  o f  c r is is  like  th is . 

Bai S h izh o n g  a n d  Li Bangyan. be ing  C h ie f  M in isters , sh o u ld  have 

th e  c h ie f  re sp o n sib ility  o f  d e fe n d in g  th e  cap ital."

As h e  spoke . Bai S h izh o n g  a n d  Li B angyan k e p t ro llin g  th e ir  

e y e s  in  d e s p a ir .  Bai S h iz h o n g  f in a l ly  l o s t  h is  p a t ie n c e  a n d  

p ro te s te d  loud ly . "Li Gang! I t 's  e asy  fo r  y o u  to  say . Do y o u  know  

h o w  to  fight?"

Li G ang sa id  w ith  c o m p o su re , " if  H is  M ajesty  t ru s ts  m e  a n d  

o rd e rs  m e  to  lead  th e  d e fe n se . I am  read y  to  rep ay  m y  c o u n try  

w ith  m y life."

E m peror Q inzong  w a s  m oved  by  Li Gang’s  d e te rm in a tio n  and  

d e c id ed  to  hav e  h im  o v ersee  th e  d e fe n se  o f  th e  cap ital.

As so o n  a s  Li Gang tu rn ed  h is  back, Bai Sh izhong  a n d  a group 

o f  e u n u c h s  again  p riv a te ly  lobb ied  E m pero r Q inzong  to  flee th e  

capital. Early th e  n ex t m orn ing , on  h is  w ay to  an  im perial a ud ience  

Li Gang saw  th e  im perial g u a rd s  flan k in g  th e  pa lace  a n d  carriages



т к Ж ' Л ,
№.. Й Й Ш Й ?  "

я ш п т т и т й :  ‘ E S « J 2 S « !  ’  

# i H f a * ¥ # @ - E a s .  ' Ш Щ ± т м

ш ш .  i n m s i a t e t n ^ .  я - т к й ш .  & к

ш .  i i * « r s ± ?  ’ 
е т * .

т & т \ ' 8 $ \ ш ж ъ :  “1±ей*йи^ж«. w s  
т п ш т , - w - m r  & ± т т , m m m - m ,

Ш Ш Т Ш Ш ,  б Ж К И Ш Ш Ж

№ & к я л .  м т & т ъ м я % ,  я т - х ш т я м
№ Ш & ,  0> ± & к Ш % ,

Я Т ~ к .  ^ Я $ Ш ^ В Ш Т Ж Ж « Т .  М Ш Л  

+ * * № .  И 1-Ж№11№Т, Ж * ^ Й Ж # П . т ш ж ш  
$к&±:-?к, ш т т т ,  т ш  -т. * ± f n s t i



w ith  im perial trappings w aiting  for Emperor Qinzong.

Li Gang w as furious. H e said in a s tem  voice to  th e  imperial 

arm y officers and soldiers, "Are you ready to  defend th e  capital 

or are  you runn ing  away?"

T he troops replied in u n iso n . "We are ready to  defend  the 

capital!'

Li Gang th en  took th e  im perial arm y officers w ith  h im  in to  

th e  palace and  said  to  Emperor Q inzong. "The officers and  men 

ol th e  im perial arm y are reluctant to  leave Dongjing because they 

have the ir family here. If they are  com pelled to go. som e o f  them  

m ight try to  d e se rt later. W hen th a t  happens, w ho 's going to 

p ro tec t H is Majesty against th e  enem y troops?" Realizing th a t 

running away also involved risks. Emperor Qinzong th o u g h t the 

better o f  it.

Li Gang im m ediately w en t ou ts ide  w ith  th e  announcem ent. 

"The Em peror has decided to stay and defend th e  capital. Anyone 

w ho  m en tio n s ru n n in g  aw ay again  w ill be beheaded." A loud 

cheer w en t up  from  th e  soldiers.

After he succeeded in m aking up  Emperor Qinzongfs mind. Li 

Gang plunged in to  active preparations for war. deploying troops 

a ro u n d  th e  c ity  and  erecting  defenses. He a lso  d isp a tch ed  an 

elite  force ou t o f  th e  city  to  protect th e  granaries against surprise 

attack.

T hree days later, th e  Jin  am iy led by Zongwang cam e to  the 

foo t o f th e  c ity  w alls . R eadying d ozens o f  b o a ts  filled  w ith  

flam m able m aterials upriver, they planned to  storm  Xuanze Gate 

w ith  flaming boats sailing dow nstream . Li Gang recruited a squad 

o f  2,000 fearless m en to defend the gate. W hen the flam ing boats 

u n le a sh e d  by th e  J in  a rm y  cam e close, th e se  so ld ie rs  used

I
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g ra p p lin g  h o o k s  to  im m o b iliz e  th e  b o a ts  a n d  k e ep  th e m  from  

c o m in g  to o  c lo se  to  th e  w a lls . Li G ang h a d  h is  so ld ie rs  o n  th e  

e m b a ttle m e n ts  h u rled  large ro ck s  a t  th e  flam in g  b o a ts . Pelted by 

th e  ra in in g  rocks, th e  flam in g  b o a ts  sa n k , s e n d in g  th e  J in  sa ilo rs 

in to  th e  river.

R e a liz in g  t h e  im p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  a q u ic k  c a p tu r e  o f  th e  

im p reg n ab le  c ap ita l. Z o n g w an g  se n t a n  e m issa ry  to  in fo rm  th e  

N orthern  Song D ynasty  o f  h is  read in ess  fo r  peace  talks. T h is  w as 

w h a t E m pero r Q inzong  a n d  Li B angyan a n d  c o m p a n y  h a d  been  

long ing  for. a n d  th ey  im m ed ia te ly  d isp a tc h e d  a  d e legation  to  th e  

J in  c a m p  to  n eg o tia te  th e  te rm s  o f th e  peace  accord .

Z o n g w a n g  s to n e w a lle d  by  s e t t in g  fo r th  h a rsh  c o n d it io n s  

w h ile  in te n s ify in g  h is  a tta c k s  ag a in s t th e  c ity . Li G ang d irec ted  

th e  b a ttle s  o n  th e  b a ttlem en ts . W hen  th e  J in  tro o p s tried  to  scale  

th e  w alls w ith  ladders, h e  o rd ered  h is  a rch e rs  to  u n leash  a  show er 

o f  a rro w s, s e n d in g  J in  so ld ie rs  tu m b lin g  o f f  th e  lad d e rs . T h e n  a 

lew  h u n d re d  b ra v es  s e n t  by  Li G ang  s lid  d o w n  ro p es  to  d estro y  

th e  lad d e rs  o f  th e  J in  a rm y  a n d  killed  d o z en s  o f  J in  gen era ls  and  

officers. C o u n tle ss  n u m b e rs  o f  J in  so ld ie rs  w e re  e ith e r  k illed  or 

d ro w n e d  in  th e  river.
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16. Tw o Em perors 

Are T aken P risoner

T en  d a y s  la te r. So n g  r e in fo rc e m e n ts  a r r iv e d  fro m  v a rio u s  

p laces, to ta l in g  200,000 m en. T h is  g a lv an ized  th e  m o ra le  o f  th e  

D ongjing  d e fe n d e rs  a n d  fo rced  th e  w ith d ra w a l o f  th e  J in  a rm y  

led  by Zongw ang.

A fter th e  w ith d raw al o f  th e  J in  a rm y . E m pero r Q inzong  and  

m an y  o f  h is  m in is te rs  believed th ey  cou ld  n o w  live in  p e ac e  They 

b ro u g h t E m peror H u izong  b ack  to  D ongjing. Li G ang c o n s tan tly  

r e m in d e d  E m p e ro r  Q in z o n g  o f  th e  n e ed  to  in c re a s e  m ilita ry  

p re p a re d n e s s  ag a in s t fu tu re  J in  a tta c k s , b u t h is  p ro p o sa ls  w ere  

invariab ly  o p p o sed  by  d e fe a tis t  m in is te rs . E m peror Q inzong  a lso  

fau lted  Li G ang fo r h is  nagging.

H ow ever, w h ile  Z ongw ang  h a d  w ith d raw n  h is  e a s te rn  arm y, 

th e  w e s te rn  a rm y  led  by  Z o n g h an  h a d  p e rs is ted , a n d  h a d  ev en  

in te n s if ie d  i ts  a tta c k  a g a in s t  T a iy u an . An a rm y  s e n t  to  re lieve 

T a iy u a n  led  b y  G en era l C h o n g  S h iz h o n g  w a s  e n c ir c le d  a n d  

d e fe a te d  b y  th e  J in  a rm y  b e fo re  re a c h in g  i ts  d e s t in a t io n , a n d  

C h o n g  S h iz h o n g  d ie d  in  b a ttle . A t th e  sam e  tim e , th e  d e fe a tis t  

m in is te rs  fo u n d  Li G ang 's p re sen c e  in  th e  c a p ita l in c o n v e n ie n t 

to  th e m , so  th e y  lo b b ie d  E m p ero r Q in zo n g  to  se n d  Li G ang  to  

H eb ei to  p ro s e c u te  th e  w a r th e re .  S o m e  h o n e s t  a n d  u p r ig h t  

m in is te rs  e x p ressed  th e  v iew  th a t  th is  w a s  n o t th e  tim e  to  sen d  

Li G ang aw ay  b u t  E m pero r Q inzong  in s is ted .

Li G ang knew  h e  w as  b e in g  p u sh e d  o u t. h u t  h e  w as  h ap p y  to
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fig h t th e  J in  D ynasty  o n  th e  fro n tlin e . H e w a s  g iven  12,000 m en 

by  E m peror Q inzong. H ow ever, w h en  lie  req u ested  silver, silk  and  

m o n ey  to  pay h is  m en . th e  g o v ern m en t a p p ro v ed  o n e  f ifth  o f  th e  

req u ested  a m o u n t  T h e n  w h en  Li Gang ask ed  fo r tim e  to  p repare  

h is  force. E m peror Q inzong  p ro d d ed  h im  to  se t o u t  a t  once, before 

h is  fo rce  h a d  b een  p roperly  p repared .

W h en  Li G ang  re ac h ed  H eyang, h e  s to p p e d  th e re  to  rec ru it 

m o re  m e n  a n d  to  h a v e  h is  s o ld ie r s  p re p a re  th e i r  w e a p o n s .  

H ow ever, th e  c e n tra l g o v e rn m e n t o rd e re d  h im  to  d isb a n d  h is  

n e w  re c ru its  a n d  to  r u s h  to w a rd  T a iy u an . Li G ang  tr ie d  to  pu t 

to g e th e r  a th re e  p ro n g ed  a tta c k  b u t th e  local c o m m a n d e rs  o n ly  

recogn ized  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  c en tra l g o v e rn m e n t a n d  to ta lly  

ignored  Li G ang 's o rd e rs . T h e  th re e  c o n tin g e n ts  w ere  ro u ted  for 

lack o f  an  in te g ra te d  co m m an d .

A lth o u g h  h e  w as  th e  n o m in a l C om m ander-in -C h ief, Li Gang 

h a d  n o  a u th o r i t y  to  go  w ith  th e  t i t le ,  w h e n  h e  o f f e re d  h is  

resig n a tio n , th e  d e fe a tis ts  lam b asted  h im  for b e in g  h a w k ish  a n d  

ye t incu rring  heavy casu altie s  o n  th e  ba ttlefield . E m peror Q inzong 

fired  h im  a n d  s e n t  h im  in  ex ile  to  th e  so u th  o f  C hina.

Li G ang  w as th e  m o st feared  n em esis  o f  th e  J in  E m peror a n d  

h is  c o u rt.  W ith  Li G ang  o u t  o f  th e  So n g  g o v e rn m e n t th e y  n o w  

h a d  a  c le a r  f ie ld . E m p e ro r T a izo n g  lo s t  n o  t im e  in  o rd e r in g  

Z onghan  a n d  Z ongw ang  to  a tta c k  D ongjing.

By th a t  tim e. T aiy u an  h a d  b een  u n d e r  siege for e ig h t m o n th s  

by th e  w este rn  a rm y  o f  Z o nghan . W ang Bing, th e  c o m m a n d e r  o f  

th e  T aiyuan  defenses, led  iLs in h ab itan ts  a n d  th e  m ilitary  in  a fierce 

resistance. All artifices u sed  by th e  J in  a rm y  to  s to rm  th e  c ity  had 

been b e a ten  h ack  by W ang Bing. As th e  siege dragged on . th e  city  

ran o u t o f  food  a n d  th e  tro o p s k illed  c a ttle , h o rse s  a n d  m u les to

I  b
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a ssu ag e  ilie ir  h u n g e r. W h en  a ll th e  c a tt le  a n d  ho rses w ere  e aten , 

th e  so ld ie rs  bo iled  th e  le a th e r  u se d  o n  th e ir  b o w s fo r food . T he 

c iv i l ia n s  fed  o n  w ild  g ra ss  a n d  g ra in  h u sk s . H ow ever, n o  o n e  

c o n tem p la ted  su rren d er. T aiyuan w as finally  taken  by force. After 

le a d in g  h is  h u n g ry  so ld ie rs  in  a  h o p e le ss  h o u se -to -h o u se  figh t. 

W ang B in g jm n p ed  to  h is  d e a th  in to  th e  Fenshu i River.

Al te r  th e  fall o f  T a iy u an , th e  tw o  J in  a rm ie s  re su m e d  th e ir  

s o u th w a rd  m a rc h  to w a rd s  D ongjing . W h en  th e  So n g  g en era ls  

s ta tio n e d  aw ay from  th e  c ap ita l c am e  o l th e ir  o w n  acco rd  to  th e  

rescu e  o f  th e  im periled  capital, E m peror Q inzong a n d  h is  d e fea tis t 

m in is te rs  s e n t th e  re in fo rcem en ts  b ack  to  w h ere  th e y  cam e  from , 

a s  th e y  w e re  eager to  o ffe r  a la n d  for-peace  deal.

At th is  tim e  th e re  w e re  s till  120,000 So n g  in fa n try m e n  a n d  

10,000 cavalry  m en  d e fe n d in g  S ong territo ry  a long  d ie  so u th  bank 

o f  th e  Y ellow  River. W hen  Z onghan’s  w e s te rn  a rm y  reach ed  th e  

n o r th  b a n k  o f  th e  riv er, h e  d id  n o t w a n t  to  ta k e  th e  r isk  o f  a 

fo rced  c ro ss in g . A fter d a rk , t h e  J in  tro o p s  b e a t th e ir  w a r d ru m s  

th ro u g h  th e  n ig h t, c rea tin g  a  s e n se  o l im m in en t a ttack . T h e  Song 

d e fen d e rs  on  th e  so u th  b an k  w ere  led by th e  d ru m  rolls to  believe 

th e  J in  a rm y  w as o n  th e  p o in t o f  c ro ssin g  th e  river, a n d  all 130000 

o f  th e m  fled  in hoSte. Z o n g h an  w a s  th u s  ab le  to  ta k e  h is  a rm y  

a c ro ss  th e  Yellow  River w ith o u t a  fight.

In  th e  m e a n tim e . Z o n g w an g 's  e a s te rn  a rm y  h a d  a lso  tak en  

D arning (in H ebei Province) a n d  crossed  th e  river in  i ts  so u th w ard  

m a rc h . A s th e  tw o  J in  a rm ie s  g o t c lo s e r  to  D ongjing . E m pero r 

Q inzong  o f  th e  N orthern  Song D ynasty  w a s  sca red  sen se less . H is 

ea rs  a ssa iled  by  h is  d e fe a tis t  m in is te rs ' c o n s ta n t  a sse r tio n  th a t  

th e  o n ly  w ay  o u t w as to  su e  for peace, h e  finally  gave in  a n d  sen t 

h is  y o u n g e r b ro th e r  Z h ao  Gou. th e  P rince o f  Kang, to  p lead  for
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peace  w ith  Zongw ang.

W h en  Z h a o  G ou p a s se d  th r o u g h  C izh o u  (m o d e rn -d a y  Ci 

C o u n ty . H ebei I’rov ince l, i ts  g o v e rn o r Z ong Ze s a id  to  h im . T h e  

J in  is  p lay in g  a  tr ic k  by  in v itin g  H is  H ig h n e ss  fo r p eace  talks. 

W h a t's  th e  s e n se  o f  su in g  fo r p eace  w h e n  its  tro o p s  a re  w ith in  

s tr ik in g  d is ta n c e  o f  th e  capital?"

T h e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  C izhou  g rab b ed  th e  re in s  o f  Z h ao  G ou's 

h o rse , re fu s in g  to  le t h im  go to  th e  J in  cam p . Z h ao  G ou w as  a lso  

a fra id  o f  b e in g  d e ta in e d  by th e  J in  D y n a s ty  a s  a h o s ta g e , a n d  

d e c id e d  to  s y to p  in  X ia n g zh o u  (m o d e rn -d a y  A n y an g . H e n a n  

Province).

T h e  tw o  J in  a rm ie s  s o o n  a r riv e d  o u ts id e  th e  c ity  w a lls  o f  

D o n g jin g  a n d  la u n c h e d  a  b ru ta l  a t t a c k .  T h e  c i ty  w a s  n o w  

d e fen d e d  by  a  p a ltry  fo rce  o f  a b o u t  30.000 tro o p s  o f  th e  Im perial 

A rm y, h a lf  o f  w h ic h  h a d  a lre ad y  d e se r te d . A rm y c o m m a n d e rs  

fro m  o th e r  g a rriso n s  h a d  b e en  o rd e re d  a w a y  by  im p eria l ed ic t, 

a n d  n o w  s ta y e d  aw ay . E m peror Q inzong  w a n te d  to  call Li G ang 

b ack  in to  serv ice  b u t  it w as  a lread y  to o  late.

A s E m p e ro r Q in z o n g  d e sp a ire d ,  a c h a r la ta n  in  th e  c a p ita l  

c a lled  G uo  J in g  c la im ed  to  p o sse s s  m ag ic  p o w e rs  by  w h ic h  he  

c o u ld  a ssem b le  7.779 "d iv ine  so ld ie rs ' to  c a p tu re  th e  J in  gen era ls  

a liv e  a n d  b e a t  b a ck  th e  J in  a tta c k . S o m e  d e s p e ra te  m in is te r s  

c lu tc h e d  a t  th e  life -sav ing  s tra w  th a t  G uo J in g  p re sen te d  th em , 

a n d  to ld  h im  to  go a h ea d  a n d  p u t to g e th e r a  rag tag  fo rce  o f  local 

h o o lig a n s  as "d iv in e  so ld ie rs" . T h e  b rig ad e  o f  "d iv in e  so ld iers"  

led by G uo J in g  c ru m b led  a s  so o n  a s  i t  m et th e  a tta ck in g  J in  troops 

a n d  D ongjing w as taken.

E m pero r Q in zo n g  rea lized  th e  d a y  o f  re c k o n in g  h a d  com e. 

H e h a d  a goo d  cry  b e fo re  b e in g  e sc o rte d  by  h is  m in is te rs  to  th e

I D
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Jill c am p  b earin g  a n  o ffer o f  su rren d er. Z onghan  o rd ered  Em peror 

Q inzong  to  ced e  all te rr i to ry  e a s t  a n d  n o r th  o f  th e  Y ellow  River 

to  th e  J in  D ynasty , a n d  to  pay  t r ib u te  c o n s is t in g  o f  10,000,000 

in g o ts  o f  go ld , 20.000.000 in g o ts  o f  s ilv e r  a n d  10,000,000 b o lts  o f 

silk  a n d  o th e r  fabric  to  th e  J in  c o u rt. O nly w h e n  E m peror Q inzong 

ag reed  to  a ll th e s e  d e m a n d s  d id  th e  J in  g en era l a llo w  h im  to  go 

b a ck  to  Dongjing.

Back in th e  city . E m peror Q inzong requ isitioned  large a m o u n ts  

o f  go ld  a n d  s ilv e r fro m  th e  in h a b ita n ts  to  lie  t ra n sp o rte d  to  th e  

J in  cam p . T h e  J in  g en era l, f in d in g  th e  p ro c e ss  to o  s lo w  fo r h is  

p lea su re , so o n  o rd e re d  E m p ero r Q in zo n g  b a ck  in to  c u s to d y  in 

th e  J in  cam p  to  w a it for th e  fu lfillm en t o f  th e  q u o ta s  o f  go ld  a n d  

s ilver. E m pero r Q inzong  a ss ig n e d  tw e n ty  fo u r o f f ic ia ls  to  h e lp  

th e  J in  tro o p s  th o ro u g h ly  s e a rc h  th e  h o m e s  o f  roya l fa m ily  

m em b ers , n o b lem e n , o ffic ia ls  a n d  B u d d h ist a n d  D aoist m onks. 

A fte r  tw e n ty  d a y s  o f  ru m m ag in g , large a m o u n ts  o f  go ld , silver 

a n d  o th e r  t r e a s u re s  w e re  ta k e n , a lo n g  w ith  ra re  a n t iq u e s  a n d  

v a luab le  c u ltu ra l relics. T he m ap  arch iv es ol th e  c o u n try 's  regions 

a n d  p ro v in ces  w ere  a lso  ran sack ed .

I n  A pril 1127 AD. Z o n g h an . Z o n g w a n g  a n d  th e  J in  a rm ie s  

u n d e r  th e i r  c o m m a n d , lo ad ed  w ith  loo t, r e tu rn e d  n o r th  w ith  

E m peror H uizong . E m peror Q inzong  a n d  tw o  to  th re e  th o u sa n d  

Song officials a n d  nobility  in  custody . T he N orthern  Song Dynasty 

fo u n d ed  by Z hao K uangyin w as  th u s  e x tin g u ish e d  a f te r  167 y ears 

o f  reign.
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17- Zong Ze T h rice  Cries, 

“Cross th e  River!”

Following th e  dow nfall o f th e  Northern Song Dynasty. Z hao Gou. 

Prince o f  Kang, w h o  had  opted  to  stay  in  Xiangzhou. fled to  Nanjing 

(m odern-day Shangqiu. H enan Province). In  May 1127 AD, Zhao Gou 

a scen d ed  th e  th ro n e  in  N anjing  a s  E m peror G aozong o f  th e  Song 

Dynasty. T his rum p  regim e o f  th e  Northern Song Dynasty Inter moved 

its capital to  Lin'an (m odern-day H angzhou. Zhejiang Province), and  

is kno w n  to  C hinese  h isto ry  as th e  Southern  Song Dynasty.

A fter h is  a c c e s s io n  to  th e  th ro n e , E m p ero r G aozong  o f  th e  

S o u th e rn  So n g  D y n asty  w a s  fo rced  by  p u b lic  o p in io n  to  call Li 

G ang b ack  to  th e  c en tra l g o v e rn m e n t to  serve  a s  C h iel M inister, 

b u t  h is  e a r s  w e re  m o n o p o liz e d  by  tw o  t r u s te d  a id e s  H u a n g  

Q ia n sh a n  a n d  W ang  Boyan.

Li G ang h a d  m a n y  id ea s  a b o u t  re s is t in g  th e  J in . H e sa id  to  

E m pero r G aozong. "To ta k e  b a c k  D ongjing , H is M ajesty  n e ed s  

th e  serv ice  o f  Z ong Ze."

Z ong  Ze w a s  a  g en era l c o m m itte d  to  th e  re s is ta n c e  ag a in s t 

th e  J in . B efore th e  N o r th e rn  So n g  D y n asty  h a d  b e en  to p p le d . 

E m peror Q inzong  h a d  a p p o in te d  h im  a s  h is  e n v o y  to  n eg o tia te  a 

p e a c e  a c c o rd  w ith  th e  J in  D y n a sty . Z o n g  Ze sa id . "I a m  n o t  

c o u n tin g  o n  co m in g  o u t o f  th is  m issio n  alive. If  th e  J in  ag rees to  

w ith d ra w  its  in v ad in g  a rm ies , th e n  a ll 's  fine. I f  no t. I w ill p u t my 

fo o t d o w n  a n d  n o t y ie ld  a n  in ch . I'd  r a th e r  lo se  m y h e a d  th a n  

b rin g  h u m ilia tio n  a n d  sh a m e  o n  m y coun try ."
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W h en  E m peror Q inzong  lea rn ed  o f  Z ong Z e's to u g h  ta lk , he 

c o n s id e re d  h im  a p o ss ib le  liab ility  ra th e r  th a n  a n  a s se t to  th e  

p eace  ta lk s. H e rev o k ed  h is  c o m m is s io n  a s  a p eace  e n v o y  a n d  

sen t h im  to  C izhou a s  a  local g o v ern m en t a d m in is tra to r .

T h en  d u rin g  th e  seco n d  J in  cam p aig n  ag a in st Dongjing, Z ong 

Ze a t  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  h is  fo rces sc o re d  th ir te e n  c o n se c u tiv e  

v icto ries ag a in st th e  J in  troops. T o tak e  ad v an tag e  o f  th is  favorable 

s itu a tio n , h e  w ro te  to  Z hao Gou. w h o  w as th e n  th e  Prince o f  Kang, 

u rg in g  h im  to  s u m m o n  c o m m a n d e rs  o f  v a r io u s  g a r r is o n s  to  

converge on  Dongjing. H e a lso  w ro te  to  th ree  genera ls a sk in g  th em  

to  com e to  th e  rescue o f  th e  cap ita l in  a  c o o rd in a ted  action . T hese 

gen era ls  no t on ly  re fu sed  to  co m m it th e ir  troops, b u t a lso  derided  

Z ong  Z e 's  id e a  a s  h a re -b ra in e d . Z ong Ze h a d  n o  c h o ic e  b u t  to  

c o n tin u e  th e  f ig h t w i th o u t  a n y  h e lp . I n  o n e  a c tio n , h is  tro o p s  

w ere  e n c irc led  by th e  J in  a rm y , w h ic h  w as  ten  t im e s  la rg e r th a n  

h is  w as. Z ong Ze sa id  to  h is  troops. T o d a y  w e  d ie  if  w e  a d v an ce  

a n d  w e d ie  i f  w e re trea t. So let's figh t, a n d  th e n  m aybe w e  hav e  a 

c h a n c e  to  c o m e  o u t a liv e ."  in s p ir e d  a n d  e n c o u ra g e d  by  th e ir  

c o m m a n d e r 's  d e te rm in a tio n , th e  tro o p s  fo u g h t w ith  te n  tim es  

th e ir  u su a l m e ttle  a n d  su c c ee d ed  in  b e a tin g  b ack  th e  J in  arm y.

Em peror Gaozong o f  th e  Southern  Song D ynasty, w h o  h a d  long 

b een  a w are  o f  th e  valor o f  Z ong Ze. accep ted  th e  reco m m en d a tio n  

o f  Li Gang a n d  ap p o in ted  h im  G overnor o f  Kaifeng.

By th a t  tim e , th e  J in  tro o p s  h a d  p u lle d  o u t o f  K aifeng , b u t 

a f te r  th e  ravages o f  tw o  m ajo r b a ttle s , all its  c ity  w a lls h a d  been  

red u ced  to  ru b b le . T h e  m ilita ry  h a d  to  be  b a rra c k ed  in  c iv ilian  

n e ig h b o rh o o d s . T h e  c ity 's  p ro x im ity  to  th e  Y ellow  R iver a lso  

m e a n t th a t  th e  a c tiv itie s  o f th e  J in  a rm y  on th e  n o r th  b a n k  o l 

th e  river h a d  a  dem ora liz ing  a n d  destab iliz in g  effec t o n  th e  psyche
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o l th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  Kaifeng.

Z ong  Ze, w h o  e n jo y e d  g reat a u th o r i ty  a m o n g  b o th  c iv ilia n s  

a n d  th e  m ilita ry , im m e d ia te ly  issu e d  a n  o rd e r w h e n  h e  to o k  u p  

h i s  p o s t  in  K aifeng . "A n y o n e  ro b b in g  c iv i l ia n  h o m e s  w ill he  

sev e re ly  d e a l t  w ith  a cc o rd in g  to  m ilita ry  law ." W h en  ro b b eries  

d id  o c c u r  a f te r  th e  o rd e r  w a s  i s s u e d . Z ong  Z e e x e c u te d  th e  

p e rp e tra to rs , a n d  o rd e r  w a s  g rad u ally  re -estab lished .

Fed u p  w ith  th e  lo o ting , b u rn in g  a n d  k illin g  p e rp e tra te d  by 

th e  J in  t ro o p s  a g a in s t  th e m , i n h a b i ta n t s  o f  H eb ei o rg a n iz e d  

u p ris in g s  to  b a tt le  th e  J in  a rm y . Li G ang  w as  a  s tro n g  a d v o c a te  

fo r o rg an iz in g  a  n ew  co alitio n  ag a in st th e  J in  by  re ly ing  o n  th ese  

in su rg e n t  fo rces a s  a llies. W h en  h e  a rriv ed  in  K aifeng, Z ong Ze 

a c tiv e ly  p u rs u e d  a l l ia n c e s  w ith  th e  in su rg e n c ie s . W h en  th e  

in su rg e n ts  in  v a rio u s p a rts  o f  H ebei h ea rd  o l th e  h e ro ic  d e ed s  o f  

Z ong Ze. th e y  v o lu n ta rily  su b m itte d  to  h is  co m m an d .

An In su rg e n t lea d e r in H ed o n g  by th e  n a m e  o f  W an g  S h an  

m ad e  p lan s  to  a tta ck  K aifeng w ith  h is  700.000 troops. W hen  Zong 

Ze lea rn ed  o f  h is  in te n tio n s , h e  ro d e  a lo n e  to  m ee t w ith  W ang 

S h an . H e sa id  w ith  tea rs  in  h is  eyes to  W ang S h an . “O u r c o u n try  

is n o w  in m o rta l d an g er. If good m en  like you  can  get to g e th e r in  

a  u n i te d  f ig h t a g a in s t  th e  J in . w e  w ill n o  lo n g er h a v e  to  w orry  

a b o u t  be ing  in v ad ed  by  its  a rm y  again."

M oved to  tea rs . W ang S h a n  sa id . “I am  a t  y o u r  order."

O th e r m o v em en ts  o f  re sis tan ce  led  by Yang Jin . W ang  Zaixing. 

Li G u i a n d  W an g  D a lan g  c o m m a n d e d  tro o p s  w h o s e  s t re n g th  

v a ried  from  te n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  to  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u sa n d s . Zong 

Ze s e n t  d e le g a tio n s  to  lobby  all o f  th e m  fo r a n  a llian c e  a g a in s t 

th e  J in  a rm y . T h is  e n su re d  .1 s tro n g  p e r ip h e ra l d e fe n se  a ro u n d  

Kaifeng. reassu rin g  its  in h ab itan ts . As a resu lt, th e  g ran aries  w ere
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re p le n ish ed , a n d  p rice s  s tab ilized  to  p re -w ar levels.

H o w e v e r , a s  Z o n g  Z e g o t re a d y  to  l a u n c h  a  n o r th e r n  

e x p e d it io n  to  re c o v e r  th e  lo s t  te r r i to ry  o f  th e  C e n tra l  P la ins. 

E m peror G aozong a n d  h is  t ru s te d  a d v ise rs  H u an g  Q ian sh an  a n d  

W ang Boy a n  p lan n e d  to  Нее fu r th e r  so u tli fro m  N anjing, w h ic h  

th e y  c o n s id e re d  to o  in se cu re . B ecause Li G ang  w as  o p p o se d  to  

th is  re trea t. E m peror G aozong rem oved  h im  fro m  office.

Zong Ze. fru s tra te d  a n d  a n x io u s , c ro sse d  th e  Yellow  River to  

lobby  th e  le a d e rs  o f  th e  re s is ta n c e  m o v e m e n ts  in  p e rso n  fo r a 

u n i t e d  f r o n t  a g a in s t  th e  J in  a rm y . H e  c o m m is s io n e d  th e  

c o n s tru c tio n  o f  tw e n ty -fo u r  fo r tre s s e s  a ro u n d  K aifeng . a n d  a 

s tr in g  o f  back-to -back  m ilita ry  g a rriso n s  a lo n g  th e  Y ellow  River, 

c a lled  " th e  N ecklace  o f  S tockades". T h e  d e fe n s iv e  c ap a b ility  o f  

th e  So n g  a rm y  g rew  s te a d ily  w ith  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  m ilitia s  in 

v a rio u s  p a rts  e as t a n d  n o r th  o f  th e  Y ellow  River.

Zong Z e f ired  o f f  m em o ria l a f te r  m em o ria l u rg in g  E m peror 

G ao zo n g  to  re tu rn  to  K aifen g  to  lead  th e  f ig h t a g a in s t  th e  Jin 

a rm y . H ow ever, th e s e  m em o ria ls  in v ariab ly  w ere  in te rce p ted  by 

th e  t re a c h e ro u s  H u a n g  Q ia n s h a n  a n d  c o m p a n y , w h o  d e r id e d  

Z ong Ze a s  a  lu n a tic . So o n  E m peror G aozong  o f  Song (led  from  

N anjing  to  Y angzhou.

S h o rtly  a fte r , th e  J in  a rm y , a s  p re d ic te d . la u n c h e d  a n o th e r  

m ass iv e  a tta c k . E m p ero r T a izo n g  o f  th e  J in  D y n a s ty  m a d e  h is  

g e n e ra l W u zh u  c o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  c a m p a ig n  a g a in s t K aifeng. 

W h en  W u z h u  a p p ro a c h e d  K a ifen g  w i th  h i s  a rm y . Z o n g  Z e 

d ep lo y ed  a  few  th o u sa n d  e lite  tro o p s  to  o u tf la n k  th e  e n em y  a n d  

c u t  o f f  i ts  ro u te  o f  re tre a t. W u z h u 's  a rm y  w a s  ro u te d  w h e n  it 

c a m e  u n d e r  th e  s im u l ta n e o u s  a t t a c k  fro m  th e  f ro n t  a n d  a n  

a m b u s h  in  th e  re a r b y  e lite  S o n g  troops.
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In  a n o th e r  b a ttle , th e  J in  general Z o nghan  led  a Ibrce a g a in st 

I.uoyang. T h e  a rm y  s e n t  by  Z ong Ze u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  h is  

l ie u t e n a n ts  G uo  Z h e n m in  a n d  Li J in g l ia n g  w a s  d e fe a te d  by 

Z o n g h an . G u o  Z h e n m in  su rre n d e re d  to  th e  J in  a rm y , w h ile  Li 

J in g lian g  ran  aw ay  to  avo id  p u n ish m e n t.

W h en  Li J in g lia n g  w a s  c a u g h t a n d  b ro u g h t b a ck  b y  so ld iers  

s e n t  a f te r  h im , Z ong Ze lo o k  h im  to  task , "Losing a  b a tt le  c an  be 

fo rg iv e n . B ut y o u r  f l ig h t is  in s u b o rd in a t io n ."  Me o rd e re d  Li 

J in g lian g  b e h ead ed .

Z onghan sen t a  J in  general, accom panied  by  G uo Zhenm in. w ho  

had  surrendered  to  th e  J in  arm y, to  Kaifeng to  urge Zong Ze to  su b m it 

Zong Ze received th em  in  th e  great ha ll o f  th e  governor's office. He 

said  to  G uo Zhenm in, “ll you had  d ied  fighting, you w ould  now  be a 

patrio tic  m artyr. But you  ch o se  surrender. How dare  you sh o w  your 

face h e re? ' H e o rdered h is  guard s to  b ehead  G uo Z henm in .

A fte r  th e  o rd e r  w a s  c a rried  o u t. Z ong  Ze tu rn e d  to w a rd  th e  

J in  g e n e ra l w ith  a  d isd a in fu l  lau g h . "I h a v e  d e fe n d e d  th is  c ity  

u n til now . a n d  I’ve  p repared  m y se lf  for a  lig h t to  th e  d e a th . You 

are  a  m ilita ry  m an . You o u g h t to  be  a sh a m e d  o f  y o u rse lf fo r try ing  

to  lu re  m e  w ith  false p rom ises b ecau se  you  d o n ’t hav e  th e  ab ility  

to  beat m e  o n  th e  b a ttlefie ld ."

T h e  J in  g e n era l's  face  b lan c h ed  w ith  fe a r a s  Z ong Ze barked  

a n  o rd er. T h e  J in  genera l w as  tak en  o u t b y  Z ong Ze's g u a rd s  and  

ex ecu ted .

Z ong  Z e 's  e x e c u tio n  o f  th r e e  m en  in  a  row  a t te s te d  to  h is  

d e te rm in a tio n  to  re s is t J in  a g g ress io n  a n d  g rea tly  b o o s te d  th e  

m o ra le  o f  th e  So n g  tro o p s . By h is  s t r ic t  d isc ip lin e  a n d  n im b le  

p ro secu tio n  o f  th e  war. h e  sco red  n u m e ro u s  v ic to ries  a g a in st th e  

J in  a rm y  a n d  as a  re su lt h i s  fam e  sp read . T h e  J in  tro o p s ' fea r  o f
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Z ong Ze w ;is m ix e d  w itli  a d m ira t io n . T h ey  re fe rre d  to  h im  as 

"G randpa Zong".

By re ly in g  o n  th e  re s is ta n c e  m o v e m e n ts  in  H ebei. Z ong  Ze 

w a s  ab le  to  in c rease  h is  tro o p  s tre n g th  a n d  rep len ish  g ranaries . 

H e  w a s  c o n f id e n t  th a t  h e  h a d  th e  c a p a b ili ty  to  ta k e  b a ck  th e  

C e n tra l P la in s . H e fired  o f f  a  su c c e ss io n  o f  m o re  th a n  tw e n ty  

m em orials, u rg in g  E m peror G aozong to  re tu rn  to  Kaifeng. All th o se  

m em o ria ls  w ere  in te rc e p te d  by  H u an g  Q ia n sh a n  a n d  h is  ilk.

By th is  lim e  Z ong Ze w as in  h is  sev en ties . All th e  fru s tra tio n  

a n d  s tr e s s  tr ig g e red  a ra sh  o f  fe s te r in g  so re s  o n  h is  b ack  th a t  

fina lly  b ro u g h t h im  d o w n . W hen  h is  c o n d itio n  w o rsen ed , som e 

o f  h is  l ie u te n a n ts  v is ite d  h im . H e  o p e n e d  h is  e y e s  a n d  sa id  to  

th e m  in  a n  e m o tio n a l to n e , T v e  c o m e  d o w n  w ith  th e s e  so re s  

becau se  1 a m  fru s tra te d  by m y in ab ility  to  a venge  m y c o u n try , if  

1 c an  b e  s u re  th a t  you  w ill c o n tin u e  to  lig h t th e  en em y . I w ill be 

a b le  to  d ie  w ith o u t a n y  regret."

T h ese  w o rd s b ro u g h t tea rs  in to  th e  generals ' eyes. W hen  they  

left, th ey  cou ld  h e a r  Z ong Ze recite  a lin e  o f  v e rse  by  th e  fam o u s 

T an g  p o e t  Du Fu. "T he g en era l d ie s  b e fo re  th e  b a ttle  is  w on . h is  

b re a s tp la te  co v ered  w ith  h e ro 's  tears!" T h en  m u s te r in g  a ll th e  

s tre n g th  left in  h im ."he  sh o u te d . "Cross th e  river! C ross th e  river! 

C ross th e  river!" b e fo re  c lo s in g  h is  ey es forever.

Z ong Z e's d e a th  w a s  d e ep ly  m o u rn e d  b y  all th e  in h a b ita n ts  

a n d  m ilita ry  m en  o l Kaifeng.

A fter th e  d e a th  o f  Z ong Ze. th e  So n g  g o v e rn m e n t ap p o in ted  

Du C hong  a s  d e fe n d e r  o l Dongjing. Du C hong  w a s  a n  in co m p eten t 

a n d  r u t h l e s s  m a n .  H e  u n d id  a ll  o f  Z o n g  Z e 's  d e f e n s iv e  

d e p lo y m e n ts  a n d  w o rk s , a n d  a s  a  re su lt th e  J in  a rm y  w a s  so o n  

ab le  to  re ta k e  a ll o f  th e  C en tra l Plains.

1 8
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18. H an  S h izhong  Blocks th e  

Passage o f  th e  J in  Army

As th e  J in  a rm y  d rove  so u th w a rd  all th e  w ay  to  d ie  sea sh o res  

in  M ingzhou, it ran  in to  c o n s ta n t  a tta c k s  by  m il i t ia s  o rg an ized  

by re sis tan ce  m o v em e n ts  a long  th e  w ay. R em em bering  th a t  large 

n u m b e rs  o f  Song tro o p s  w ere  s ti ll  d ep lo y ed  a lo n g  th e  Y angtze, 

th e  J in  genera l W uzhu  d e c id ed  ag a in s t tarry in g  fo r to o  lo n g  a n d  

pu lled  h is  tro o p s h ack  to  th e  n o rth  a f te r  a  fa ir a m o u n t o f  looting.

In  M arch 1130 AD, W uzhu a rrived  w ith  h ish o m e b o u n d  troops 

n ea r Z hen jiang . a n d  w as  in te rce p ted  by  th e  S ong a rm y  u n d e r  th e  

c o m m a n d  o f  G en era l H a n  S h iz h o n g . A s t r o n g  a d v o c a te  fo r 

re s is ta n c e  a g a in s t  J in  a g g re ss io n . G en era l H an  S h iz h o n g  w as 

angered  by th e  a tro c itie s  o f  th e  in vad ing  J in  a rm y , a n d  w as eager 

to  d ea l a  heavy  b lo w  to  th e  J in  tro o p s  w ith d ra w in g  to  th e  n o rth .

W h en  W u zh u 's  tro o p s  a rriv ed  a t  th e  r iv e r 's  edge, th e y  w ere  

b a rre d  passag e  t o  th e  o th e r  b a n k  by H an  S h izh o n g . W u zh u  sen t 

a  m essen g er to  th e  Song c am p  w ith  a  le tte r  c h a llen g in g  th e m  to  

a hat tie. H an  Shizhong  took  th e  challenge  and  agreed  w ith  W uzhu 

o n  th e  t im in g . T h e  o d d s  w e re  h e a v ily  s ta c k e d  a g a in s t  H an  

Shizhong . w h o  w a s  facing  o f f  a g a in s t 100,000 J in  tro o p s w ith  h is  

pa ltry  8.000. H e w a s  fu lly  aw are  th a t  th e  key to  w in n in g  .1 b a ttle  

w i th  su c h  a  se rio u s  n u m erica l d isa d v a n ta g e  w a s  tro o p  m orale. 

H e d isc u sse d  th e  m a tte r  w ith  h is  w ife  Liang H ongyu , w h o  w as 

a lso  a  sh re w d  m ilita ry  o ffice r w ell v e rsed  in  th e  a r t  o f  w a r. S he  

su b sc rib ed  to  h e r  h u sb a n d 's  p lan  a n d  v o lu n tee red  fo r th e  b a ttle .
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H an  S h iz h o n g  th e n  ca lled  to g e th e r  h is  o ff ic e rs  a n d  sa id  to  

th e m . T h e  m o st s tra te g ic  sp o t in  th e  s u rro u n d in g  te rra in  is  th e  

Dragon K ing T em p le  o n  M o u n t J in s h a n  (n o r th w e s t  o f  m o d ern - 

d a y  Z henjiang). It is  a lm o s t c e r ta in  th a t  th e  J in  a rm y  w ill se n d  a 

sc o u tin g  pa rty  to  size  u p  th e  area." H e s e n t  a  lie u te n a n t w ith  at*» 

so ld ie rs  to  p rep are  a n  a m b u sh  n e a r  th e  tem ple.

As p re d ic te d  by  H an  S h izh o n g . a d a y  la te r  five  J in  o ffice rs  

ro d e  u p  M o u n t J in s h a n  o n  a  re c o n n a is sa n c e  m iss io n  to  g a th e r  

in te l l ig e n c e  a b o u t  S o n g  d e p lo y m e n ts .  W h e n  th e  J in  p a r ty  

a p p ro a c h e d , th e  S o n g  a m b u s h e r s  in  th e  te m p le  c h a rg e d  o u t  

b e a t in g  th e ir  w a r  d ru m s . T h e  f iv e  J in  o f f ic e rs , re a liz in g  th e y  

h a d  w a lk ed  in to  a  trap , q u ick ly  tu rn e d  th e ir  h o rse s  a ro u n d  a n d  

ga llo p ed  aw ay . T h e  p u rsu in g  So n g  tro o p s  c a p tu re d  tw o  o f  th e  

J in  o ffice rs , w h ile  th e  o th e r  th re e  k ep t p ro d d in g  th e ir  h o rse s  to  

ru n  fa s te r , th e i r  u p p e r  to r s o s  le a n in g  f la t  a g a in s t  th e  b a ck  o f  

th e ir  m o u n ts .  A J in  g e n e ra l in  a red  b a t t le  tu n ic  w i th  a ja d e -  

s t u d d e d  b e l l  a ro u n d  h is  w a is t  fe ll o i l  h i s  h o r s e  d u r in g  th e  

d e s p e ra te  f l ig h t, b u t  m an a g ed  to  ju m p  h a ck  o n  a n d  g e t aw ay . 

A fte r  in te r ro g a tin g  th e  c a p tu re d  J in  so ld ie rs , th e  So n g  tro o p s  

fo u n d  o u t  th e  g en era l in  th e  red  tu n ic  w a s  n o n e  o th e r  th a n  th e  

C o m m a n d e r-in -C h ie f  W uzhu .

O n th e  d a y  of th e  d e c is iv e  b a ttle , th e  tw o  o p p o s in g  a rm ie s  

faced  o f f  e ac h  o th e r  by  th e  river. A b loody  b a ttle  fo llow ed . H an  

S h izh o n g  d o n n e d  h is  a rm o r a n d  ro d e  in to  a c tio n  w h ile  h is  w ife  

Liang H o n g y u . a lso  in  b a tt le  g ear, b ea t w a r  d ru m s  o n  a  m an-o- 

w a r o n  th e  river. G alvan ized  b y  th e  s ig h t o f  th e  C o m m ander-in - 

C h ie f 's  w ife  tak in g  part in th e  w ar e ffo rt, th e  Song tro o p s charged  

w ith  re d o u b le d  v a lo r in to  th e  e n em y  fo rm a tio n . T h e  J in  arm y, 

w h i le  s u p e r io r  in  n u m b e rs ,  w a s  s h o r t  o n  d is c ip l in e .  F u rth e r
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w eak en ed  by  th e  fa tigue  o f lo n g  m arch es , il cou ld  n o t w ith s ta n d  

th e  s tro n g  o ffe n s iv e  of th e  e l i te  fo rce  u n d e r  H a n  S h iz h o n g ’s  

c o m m a n d . T h e  Jin  a rm y  su ffe red  h eav y  c asu a ltie s , a n d  W uzhu 's 

son-in -law . P rince L onghu (Dragon a n d  T igerl w a s  c ap tu red .

W u zh u  s e n t  a n o th e r  m esse n g e r to  th e  Song c a m p  w ith  th e  

proposal to  re tu rn  all th e  loo t th ey  h a d  taken  from  J ia n g n a n  to  th e  

Song a rm y  a s  lo n g  a s  th e y  w e re  a llo w ed  to  c ro ss  th e  river. T he 

proposal w as  rejected by H an  Shizhong. W uzhu offered a  treasured  

p u reb red  h o rse  to  H an  Shizhong , b u t it w as  rejected  too.

U n ab le  to  c ro ss  th e  river. W u zh u  tra n s p o r te d  h is  tro o p s  by 

b o a t back  to  H u a n g tia n d a n g  (n o rth w es t o f  m o dern -day  N anjing, 

J ia n g su  Province). It tu rn e d  o u t  H u a n g tia n d a n g  w as  a  d ead -en d  

port w itli no  o u tle t. W hen  th e  convoy  w a s  s tu c k  in th is  aw kw ard  

s itu a tio n , so m e o n e  m ad e  a  su g g estio n , T h e r e  u sed  to  Ire a  canal 

h e re  th a t  led  d irec tly  to  Jian k an g . It is  n o w  m ad e  im p a ss ib le  by 

silt. 11 th e  so ld iers cou ld  d redge  th e  canal, w e w ill be  ab le  to  sh ak e  

o f f  th e  p u rsu in g  Song arm y."

W uzhu im m ed ia te ly  o rd ered  h is  tro o p s to  s ta r t dredging. W ith 

p len ty  o f  labor, th e  J in  a rm y  w o rk in g  th ro u g h  th e  n ig h t w a s  ab le  

to  o p e n  u p  so m e  tw e n ty  m iles o f  th e  c an a l for nav igation . W uzhu 

let! h is  tro o p s in  a  d a sh  for J ia n k a n g  o n  th e  new ly  d red g ed  canal, 

b u t th e y  w ere  d r iv e n  b a ck  to  H u a n g tia n d a n g  b y  th e  tro o p s  o f  

th e  Song general Yue Feibefore  th ey  cou ld  reach th e ir  d estin a tio n .

T h e  J i n  a r m y  w a s  e n c i r c l e d  b y  t h e  S o n g  t r o o p s  in  

H u a n g tia n d an g  fo r fo rty -eigh t m iserab le  d ay s. In  th e  m ean tim e , 

th e  J in  tro o p s s ta t ioned n o rth  o f  th e  river b a d  sen t re in fo rcem en ts 

to  re liev e  th e  siege. W u zh u  p la n n e d  to  c ro s s  th e  riv er by  u s in g  

s m a lle r  b o a ts , b u t H an  S h iz h o n g  w as  p rep ared . H e lo ad e d  h is  

s h ip s  w ith  p le n ty  o f  g ra p p lin g  h o o k s  a tta c h e d  to  iro n  c h a in s .
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W hen  th e  J in  troops s ta r te d  c ro ss in g  th e  river in th e  sm alle r craft, 

th e  Song so ld ie rs  o n  th e  h ig s h ip s  w o u ld  th ro w  o u t  th e  c h a in s  to  

h o o k  th e  sm a ll b o a ts  a n d  th e n  w itli  a  fo rce fu l tu g  cap s iz e  th e  

sm all b o a ts , s e n d in g  th e  J in  tro o p s to g e th e r w ith  th e  b o a ts  to  th e  

b o tto m  of th e  river.

O v erw h e lm ed  by an x ie ty . W uzhu ask ed  H an  S h izh o n g  fo r a 

d ia lo g u e  o n  th e  b a ttle fie ld , im p lo rin g  h im  to  a llow  th e  c rossing . 

H a n  S h izh o n g  sa id . "T h a t's  n o t a  p ro b lem , p ro v id ed  y o u  re tu rn  

all th e  te rr ito ry  you 've  tak en  from  us."

W uzhu  re tu rn e d  to  c a m p  to  c o n su lt  h is  o ffice rs  o n  w a y s  to  

d e a l  w ith  th e  S o n g  a rm y . H e  s a id  w ith  d e je c t io n . "T he  Song 

tro o p s  a re  a s  goo d  w ith  th e i r  b o a ts  a s  w e  a rc  w it li  o u r  h o rse s . 

H o w  c a n  w e  h o p e  to  c ro s s  th e  r iv e r w h e n  th e i r  s h ip s  s a i l  a t  

su c h  g re a t speed?"

S o m eo n e  sa id , 'In  a  c ris is  like th is ,  w e s h o u ld  probably  try  to  

o ffe r a rew ard  for good id eas. T h a t  m ay  h e lp  to  f in d  a  w ay  ou t."

W h en  th e  rew ard  w a s  p o s te d , a  So n g  tra i to r  c a m e  fo rw ard  

w ith  th e  adv ice. "T he  sea  going s h ip s  o f  th e  S o n g  arm y  a re  w in d  

p ro p e lled . If  y o u  p ick  a w in d le s s  d a y  to  c ro ss  th e  river, th e  big 

sh ip s  w ill lie h e lp le ss  in  try in g  lo  s to p  you." H e a lso  sugg ested  

th e  use  o f  fire a tta c k s  ag a in st th e  S o n g  arm y.
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Han Shizhong Blocks I lie Passage of the Jin Army

A few  d ay s la te r th e  w in d  d ied  d o w n  on th e  river a n d  th e  sun  

w as out. T lie J in  troops sneaked in to  sm all bo a ts to  cross th e  river in 

batches. W hen  H a n  Shizhong  a ttem p ted  to  s to p  th em  w ith  h is  big 

ships, these  proved to o  slow  w ith o u t th e  a id  o f  th e  w in d  to  catch  up 

w ith  th e  sm aller, n im bler boats. T h e  s itu a tio n  w as m ade  w orse  by 

th e  flam ing a rro w s sh o t by  th e  J in  so ld iers. T h e  sa ils  o n  th e  Song 

sh ip s cau g h t fire and  th e  sh ip s w ere engulfed in  flam es, forcing the 

sa ilo rs  to  ju m p  in to  th e  river. H an  S h izh o n g  h a d  to  a b an d o n  th e  

bu rn in g  sh ip s  a n d  w ith d raw  to  Z henjiang in  sm alle r craft.

W u zh u  finally  b ro k e  th ro u g h  th e  b lo ck ad e  o f  H an  S h izh o n g  

a n d  b ro u g h t h is  tro o p s  back  to  Jian k an g . A fter a n o th e r  ro u n d  o f  

lo o tin g , h e  g o t  re a d y  to  re tu rn  to  th e  n o r th .  W h en  h is  a rm y  

re a c h e d  J in g 'a n  (n o r th w e s t  o f  m o d e rn -d a y  J ia n g n in g , J ia n g su  

Province), it w a s  a tta c k e d  a n d  ro u te d  by  th e  a rm y  c o m m a n d e d  

b y  Y ue Fei. T h e  J in  tro o p s  fled  in d isa rray . Y ue  Fei d ro v e  aw ay 

th e  J in  tro o p s  a n d  recovered  J iankang .

I 9 3
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Ig. Y ue Fei Routs 

W u zh u ’s Arm y

Y ue Fei. w h o  h a d  recovered J iankang . is  c o n sid e red  a  n ational 

hero  in  C hinese  h isto ry . H e w as  b o m  to  a p o o r fam ily  in  Tangyin. 

X ia n g zh o u  (in  H e n a n  P rov in ce) in  th e  y e a r  th e  Y e llo w  River 

b reached  i ts  banks, flooding h is  h o m eto w n . H e w a s  an  av id  reader 

s in c e  a  ch ild , w ith  a  spec ia l love fo r b o o k s a b o u t  th e  a r t  o f  war. 

E ndow ed  w ith  g rea t p h y sica l s tre n g th , in  h is  te e n s  h e  w a s  ab le  

to  w ie ld  a h u g e  bow  w eig h in g  th ree  h u n d re d  jin.  Later h e  s tu d ied  

u n d e r  Z h o u  T o n g , w h o  w a s  a  v e n e ra b le  m a n  fa m e d  fo r  h is  

e x ce lle n t m artia l sk ills . Soon Y ue Fei b e c a m e  a n  e x p e rt  a rc h e r  

w ith  d e ad ly  p rec isio n  in  sh o o tin g  a t  m o v in g  targets.

H e la te r jo in e d  th e  m ilita ry . At th e  tim e  th e  J in  a rm y  invaded  

th e  s o u th ,  h e  w a s  a  lo w -ran k in g  o ff ice r  in D ongjing. O n e  day, 

w h en  h e  w a s  tra in in g  a h u n d re d  cavalrym en  by th e  Y ellow  River, 

a  large c o n tin g e n t  o f  J in  tro o p s  su rg ed  in to  v iew . Y ue Fei sa id  

c a lm ly  to  h i s  e v id e n t ly  s c a re d  s o ld ie r s ,  "T h e  e n e m y  m ay  

o u tn u m b e r  us. b u t th e y  h av e  n o  idea  h o w  m an y  w e  are. W e can 

d e fea t th e m  b e fo re  th e y  realize  o u r  d isad v an tag e ."  T h a t sa id , he  

led  th e  ch arg e  in to  th e  e n em y  fo rm atio n  a n d  k illed  a  J in  general. 

H is so ld ie rs , in sp ired  by  Y ue Fei's e x am p le , fo llo w ed  h im  in to  

b a ttle  a n d  d e c im a ted  th e  J in  c o n tin g e n t.

T h e  in c id e n t cem en ted  Y ue Fei's fam e  a s  a  courageous leader. 

A few  y ears later, h e  serv ed  a s  a  c o m m a n d e r u n d e r  Z ong Ze. Z ong 

Ze greatly  va lu ed  h is  serv ice  a n d  to ld  h im . "Your physical courage
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a n d  in s ig h t  a r e  c o m p a ra b le  to  th e  b e s t  q u a l i t ie s  o f  fa m o u s  

g e n e ra ls  in  h is to ry . B ut to  e n su re  m ilita ry  su c c e ss  in  th e  lo n g  

ru n . co u rag e  in  b a t t le  is  n o t  e n o u g h ."  H e  h a n d e d  to  Y ue Fei a 

d iag ram  o f  m ilita ry  F orm ations p assed  d o w n  from  a n c ien t tim es; 

"S tudy  th is  carefully ."

T h an k in g  Z ong Ze. Y ue Fei sa id . "It is  m ilita ry  c o n v e n tio n  to  

fo llo w  th e s e  d ia g ra m s  o f  b a t t l e  fo r m a t io n s  in  b a t t le .  B u t a 

c o m m a n d e r  s till  n eed s to  u se  h is  ju d g m e n t in  a d a p tin g  th e m  to  

c h an g in g  c o n d it io n s  o n  th e  battlefie ld ."

Z ong  Ze n o d d e d  h is  ap p ro v al, f in d in g  th e  y o u n g  g e n era l's  

p e rcep tio n  adm irab le .

Like Z ong  Ze, Y ue Fei c o n s id e re d  th e  f ig h t  a g a in s t  th e  J in  

D y n a s ty  h is  m is s io n  in  l ife . W h en  E m p e ro r G a o zo n g  o f  t lie  

S o u th ern  S ong D ynasty a scen d ed  th e  th ro n e . Y ue Fei im m ediately  

s u b m itte d  a  m em o ria l u rg in g  t h e  E m p ero r to  lead  a n o r th e rn  

e x p e d itio n  in  o rd e r  to  b o o s t t ro o p  m o ra le  a n d  re co v e r th e  lo s t 

te rr i to ry  o f  th e  C en tra l P la ins. H e  a lso  d e n o u n c e d  th e  d e fe a tis t  

v iew s o f  H u a n g  Q ian sh an  a n d  W ang Boyan.

E m pero r G aozong  d is re g a rd e d  th e  m em o ria l a n d , f in d in g  il 

o b jec tio n a b le  th a t  a  g en era l re la tiv e ly  low  in  th e  peck in g  o rd e r 

d id  n o t  k n o w  b e tte r  th a n  to  m in d  h is  o w n  b u s in e ss , s tr ip p e d  

Y ue Fei o f  h is  m ilita ry  c o m m iss io n .

A fter Z ong  Ze’s d e a th ,  Y ue Fei se rv e d  u n d e r  Du C h o n g , th e  

d e s ig n a te d  d e f e n d e r  o f  D ongjing . In  th e  fa c e  o f  a  m a s s iv e  J in  

o f f e n s iv e ,  Du C h o n g  f le d  to  J i a n k a n g .  T h e n  w h e n  G e n e ra l 

W u z h u  a t t a c k e d  J i a n k a n g .  t h e  s h a m e l e s s  D u  C h o n g  

s u r r e n d e r e d .  A s tro o p s  le d  b y  o th e r  c o m m a n d e r s  u n d e r  Du 

C h o n g  d isb a n d e d . Y ue Fei c o n tin u e d  to  en g ag e  th e  e n e m y  w ith  

h is  a rm y  in  th e  J ia n k a n g  a re a . As W u zh u  w ith d re w  h is  a rm y

I



№ 4. f6 R » ttS S A .

£ & i t m ' X f s .  « w s 5A k s f f l i s i a t t $ .  4 « б Ф 85и е к  

S T - 'h t t e a f f j t u * .  a ^ * 3f ,  @ tt*

гм ш . шл*т±*»:тт&ш*, »& m. тш
E i S M -  4  №  f . 'l $ E 6 < j№ K , №

эдм ш ята . »\m. шппяшт.
i tw - s w r n .  №.-чт-ъштшя ш а а » ,  f f s

T № 6 il f c 6 < ) t tS iE f i l .  i81M ± ¥ S J 6 «

£ № S .  № ^ i h .  « « s e t .  

mm. (Ф̂ кзд. шшт.
= + Й ^ ^ ^ ± .  А ^ Ж Й Й Й Я .

* # т й т ^ л к .  s s t o .

б и - - £ 4 * * Ф № . (tfc x m e w ^  h ^ - r t t .

98



Fei R o u ts  W u zh

n o r th w a rd .  Y u e  Fei h a d  a n  o p p o r tu n ity ,  w i th  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  

H an  S h iz h o n g . to  ro u t th e  e n e m y  force .

W ith  th e  J in  a rm y  p u lled  b ack  to  th e  n o rth . E m pero r Gaozong 

r e tu rn e d  lo  L in 'an  fro m  W en z h o u . I n  th e  m e a n tim e , th e  J in  

D y n asty  h a d  g ro o m ed  a  c e r ta in  Liu Yu a s  a p u p p e t e m p e ro r  o f  

th e  so -called  G reat Qi D y n asty  to  b e  a n  acco m p lice  o f  th e  J in  in 

its  in cu rs io n s  in to  Song te rrito ry . Y ue Fei led  h is  a rm y  to  m any 

v ic to rie s  in  b e a tin g  b ack  in v as io n s  by  th e  Jin-Q i c o a litio n  force. 

A t t h e  a g e  o f  32 . h e  w a s  e l e v a t e d  to  r e g io n a l  m i l i t a r y  

co m m iss io n e r, h is  s ta tu s  eq u alin g  t h a t  o f  re n o w n ed  g en era ls  o f  

th e  tim e , su c h  a s  H an  Sh izhong . Liu G uangsh i a n d  Z hang  Ju n .

It w a s  in  th a t  p e rio d  th a t  h e  c o m p o se d  th e  fa m o u s  poem , 

p o p u la r  u n til  th is  d ay . e n ti t le d  To the  Tune o f  Man Jiang Hong 

(A River ol Red), w h ic h  gave e x p re ss io n  to  h is  p a tr io t ic  fe rv o r 

a n d  d e te rm in a tio n  to  d e fea t J in  aggression . T h e  poem  s ta r ts  w ith ,

My h a ir  b r is tle s  w ith  anger

As 1 look o u t by  th e  rail

At a  w o rld  f re sh en e d  by recen t rain

R aising m y  eyes. I ro a r  a t  th e  sky

T he p a ss io n  th a t  ag ita te s  m y  breast

A fter a  c areer sp a n n in g  th ir ty  y ears

O f su c c ess  a n d  fam e  n o w  tu rn e d  to  d u s t  a n d

Eight th o u sa n d  li o n  th e  ro ad  go n e  w ith  th e  w in d

W ait n o t u n til y o u r y o u n g  h ead  tu rn s  all w h ite

Leaving a  life tim e  o f  u se le s s  regret

In  h is  unw av erin g  passion  for th e  recovery o f  lo st territo ry  in  

tlie  C entral Plains. Y ue Fei se t h ig h  e th ica l s ta n d a rd s  fo r h im self.

I
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E m peror G aozong b u ilt a  h o u se  for h im  b u t  Y ue  Fei d ec lin ed  th e  

gift, say ing . "As lo n g  a s  th e  e n e m y  h a s  n o t  b een  d e fea te d , I will 

h a v e  n o  t im e  fo r a  hom e." A sked w h e n  peace a n d  s ta b ility  w ould 

c o m e , Y ue Fei rep lied . "W h en  c iv il o ff ic ia ls  a re  n o  lo n g er venal 

a n d  w h en  m ilita ry  o ffice rs  a re  u n a fra id  to  d ie, p eace  w ill hav e  a 

c h an c e  to  b reak  out."

Y ue Fei w a s  a  s t ic k le r  fo r  r ig o ro u s  m il i ta r y  t r a in in g  in  

peacetim e. W h en  h is  tro o p s w ere  recuperating , h e  w o u ld  still pu t 

th e m  th ro u g h  tr a in in g  a s  i f  in  w a r t im e  b y  ta k in g  th e  lead  in 

ru n n in g  u p  h ills in  a rm o r a n d  hop p in g  over tren ch es . In  a tra in in g  

ex erc ise , h is  so n  Y ue Y un fell o f f  h is  h o rse  w h e n  i t  tr ip p e d  as 

th e y  ru sh e d  u p  a  hill. Y ue Fei severely  p u n ish e d  Y ue Y un for th e  

inc id en t. W hen  o th e r  so ld ie rs  saw  th e  C om m ander-in -C h ief apply  

th e  sam e  rig o ro u s d isc ip lin e  to  h is  so n . th ey  tra in ed  ev en  m ore 

co n sc ien tio u s ly .

D is c ip lin e  w a s  s t r i c t  in  G e n e ra l Y u e 's  A rm y . W h e n  h e  

d isco v ered  th a t  a  so ld ie r  h a d  u se d  so m e  c iv ilia n 's  ro p e  to  b in d  

k in d lin g  w ood , h e  d e a lt  w ith  t h a t  s o ld ie r  severely . H is tro o p s  

slep t a lo n g  th e  ro ad  in  o p e n  a ir  w h e n  th e y  s to p p e d  fo r th e  n igh t 

a t  a  v illage. Even w h e n  v illag e  in h a b i ta n ts  in v ite d  th e m  to  go 

in s id e  th e ir  h o u ses , n o  so ld ie r  w o u ld  d o  so. A slo g an  o f  G eneral 

Y u e 's  A rm y  w a s. "I'd  r a th e r  freeze  to  d e a th  th a n  ta k e  d o w n  a 

h o u se  for k in d lin g  w ood . I'd  ra th e r  s ta rv e  to  d e a th  th a n  loot."

Y ue Fei's s tr ic t  d isc ip lin e  w a s  acco m p an ied  b y  caring . W hen 

so ld iers fell ill, h e  o ften  personally  p repared  th e ir  m edicine . W hen 

h is  l ie u te n a n ts  d e p a r te d  fo r b a tt le , h e  w o u ld  a sk  h is  w ile  to  

co m fo rt th e ir  fam ilies. W h en  tro o p s d ied  in  b a ttle , h e  w ould  m ake 

su re  th e ir c h ild ren  received рго |х т  care. All m ateria l a n d  m onetary  

re w a rd s  h e  received  from  th e  g o v e rn m e n t w o u ld  be d is tr ib u te d
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to  h is  tro o p s. N one  w as k e p t fo r h im s e lf  o r  h is  fam ily.

Because o f  th e  rigorous tra in in g  a n d  Yue le i 's  carin g  a ttitu d e , 

h is  a rm y  w a s  a lw ay s  h ig h ly  m o tiv a te d  a n d  v a lo ro u s  in  b a ttle . 

Before every  m ilita ry  a c tio n . Y ue Fei w o u ld  call h is  c o m m a n d e rs  

to g e th e r  to  d isc u ss  th e  b a ttle  p lans. T h is  e n su re d  th a t  h is  a rm y  

n ev er lo s t a  b a ttle . G eneral Yue’s  A rm y insp ired  te rro r a m o n g  Jin  

c o m m a n d e rs  a n d  so ld ie rs , w h o  re ac h ed  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t.  "It 

is  e a s ie r  to  m ove a  m o u n ta in  th a n  to  w in  a b a ttle  ag a in s t General 

Y ue 's Arm y."

W ith  m ilita ry  c o m m a n d e rs  o f  th e  c a lib e r  o f  Y ue Fei. H an  

S h izh o n g  a n d  m an y  o th e rs , a n d  th e  su p p o rt o f  th e  m ilitia s  o f  th e  

re s is ta n c e  m o v e m e n ts  a c ro ss  th e  c o u n try , th e  S o u th e rn  Song 

D y n asty  h a d  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  rep e llin g  th e  in v a d in g  J in  arm y. 

N evertheless, E m pero r G aozong w as  b e n t on  seek in g  p eace  w ith  

th e  J in  even  o n  h u m ilia tin g  term s, d e sp ite  o p p o sitio n  by Y ue Fei 

a n d  o th e rs . In  1139 AD. h e  ag reed  to  su b m it to  th e  J in  D ynasty . 

T h e  S o u th e rn  So n g  D ynasty  w a s  to  pay  th e m  a n  a n n u a l tr ib u te  

o f  250.000 tae ls  o f  s ilv e r a n d  250.000 b o lts  o f  s ilk . In  re tu rn , th e  

J in  D y n asty  a g reed  to  rew ard  th e  S o u th e rn  Song D y n asty  w ith  

te rr ito ry  in  S haan x i a n d  H en an , te rr ito ry  w h ic h  th e  J in  D ynasty  

h a d  tak en  fro m  th e  S o u th e rn  So n g  D ynasty  to  b eg in  w ith .

In  O c to b e r  I Mo AD. th e  J in  D y n asty  to re  u p  th e  a cco rd  a n d  

lau n ch ed  a  m assive cam paign . Its b e s t tro o p s u n d e r  th e  co m m an d  

o f  W u zh u  a tta c k e d  th e  S o u th e rn  So n g  D ynasty  o n  fo u r  f ro n ts . 

W ith in  b a re ly  a  m o n th ,  th e  J in  a rm y  re to o k  a ll th e  te r r i to ry  

re tu rn e d  to  th e  S o u th e rn  S o n g  D y n asty  p u rs u a n t  to  th e  peace  

a c c o rd . W ith  t h e  S o u th e rn  S o n g  D y n a s ty  fa c in g  im m in e n t  

co llapse. E m peror G aozong finally  saw  n o  a lte rn a tiv e  b u t  to  issu e  

an  e d ic t  c a llin g  o n  a ll So n g  tro o p s  to  fig h t back.
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A fter receiving th e  o rd e r  to  figh t. Y ue Fei im m edia te ly  o rdered  

h is  l ie u te n a n ts  W ang  Gui. Niu Gao a n d  Y ang  Z aix ing  to  lead  th e ir 

tro o p s in to  action . In  th e  m ean tim e, h e  se n t a  d e legation  to  Hebei 

to  ge t in  to u c h  w ith  L iang  X ing , th e  le a d e r  o f  a  r e s i s ta n c e  

m o v em e n t, a sk in g  h im  to  m o v e  h is  m il i tia s  to  th e  re a r  o f  th e  

e n em y  arm y  e a s t a n d  n o r th  o f  th e  river. Y ue Fei d irec ted  th e  w ar 

e ffo rt fro m  Y ancheng.

A few  d a y s  la te r, tro o p s  u n d e r  h is  c o m m a n d  w o n  v ic to rie s  

o n  v arious fron ts, regain ing  con tro l o f  Y ingchang  (east o f  m odern- 

d ay  X uchang. H en an  Province), C henzhou  (m odern-day  H uaiyang. 

H e n an  Province) a n d  Z h en g zh o u  in  se p a ra te  b a ttle s . W h en  th e  

su p re m e  c o m m a n d e r o f  th e  J in  in v as io n  force  W uzhu  learned  in  

D o n g jin g  o f  th e  a c t io n  o f  Y u e  Fei. h e  w a s  d is m a y e d  a n d  

im m e d ia te ly  c a lle d  h is  c o m m a n d e r s  to g e th e r  to  a g re e  o n  a 

re sp o n se . T h e  c o n s e n s u s  o f  th e  m ee tin g  w a s  th a t  it w o u ld  be  

e asy  to  d ea l w ith  o th e r  g en era ls  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  So n g  D ynasty , 

b u t  G enera l Y ue 's A rm y w a s a  fo rm id a b le  foe. H ow ever, s in c e  

they  h a d  com e th is  far. th e re  w a s  n o  a lte rn a tiv e  b u t to  co n cen tra te  

a ll th ey  h a d  o n  a  b a ttle  w ith  G eneral Y ue’s  A rm y. Soon W uzhu . 

King l.onghu a n d  King G aitian  led th e ir  troops o n  a m assive  a ttack  

a g a in s t Y ancheng .

W h en  W u z h u 's  a rm y  a rriv ed  n e a r  Y an ch en g . th e  tw o  s id e s  

fo rm ed  b a tt le  a m iy s. Y ue Fei s e n t  h is  so n  Y ue Y u n  w ith  a n  e lite  

cavalry b rigade  to  sp e a rh e a d  th e  action . H e said  to  Yue Y un, "You 

m u s t w in  th is  b a ttle . O th e rw ise  I w ill h a v e  y o u r  h e ad  ch o p p ed  

o f f  w h e n  you  re turn ."

Y ue Y un gave a  q u ick  ack n o w led g m en t, a n d  bravely  led  th e  

ch arg e  in to  en em y  lines. T h e  re s t o f  th e  S ong troops, w h o  inflicted  

h eavy  ca su a ltie s  o n  th e  J in  a rm y, fo llow ed  Y ue Y u n 's  v anguard .

2 0
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A fter losing o n e  round, W uzhu resorted  to  h is  specially  trained  

cav a lry  u n i ts  ca lled  "Iro n  T ow ers", e a c h  o f  w h ic h  c o n s is te d  o f  

th re e  h e av ily  a rm o re d  h o rse m e n  lin k e d  to g e th e r. T h e s e  w ere  

c o n c e n tra te d  in  th e  c en te r . T w o cavalry  d e ta c h m e n ts  u s in g  th e  

guaizi  m a  dev ice  (several ho rses  tie d  together) a ttack ed  th e  flanks.

Y ue Fei so o n  d isco v ered  th e  w e ak n e ss  o f  th e  guaizi ma, a n d  

o rd e re d  h is  tro o p s  to  go in to  b a tt le  c a rry in g  axes. W hen  th e  J in  

guai zi  ma  tro o p s  c am e  a t th em , th e y  w o u ld  s to o p  low  a n d  h ack  

a t  th e  ho rses’ h oofs. T h e  s tu m b le  o f  o n e  h o rse  w o u ld  d rag  dow n  

th e  o th e r  h o rse s  w ith  it. s e n d in g  th e  r id e rs  to  th e  g ro u n d . Yue 

Fei's tro o p s  w o u ld  th e n  se t  o n  th e  fa llen  J in  so ld ie rs . T h e  Iro n  

T o w ers a n d  guai zi  ma  d ev ices fa iled  m iserably .

W uzhu  cried  d isco n so la te ly  a t  th e  n ew s, say ing . T v e  a lw ay s 

w o n  m y b a ttle s  o n  th e  s tre n g th  o f  th e  guai zi  ma. N ow  all is lost.” 

H ow ever, h e  re fu se d  to  c o n ce d e  d e f e a t  A few  d a y s  la te r  h e  led  

o n e  120.000 t r o o p s  a g a in s t  th e  S o n g  a rm y . W h en  Y ue Fei’s 

l ie u te n a n t  Y ang Z aix in g  in sp e c te d  th e  f ro n tlin e  a t  th e  h e ad  o f  

3« ) cava lrym en , h e  saw  th e  a d v an c in g  J in  a rm y  a n d  im m edia te ly  

engaged  it. k illin g  2.000 e n e m y  so ld ie rs . H e w as  s h o t  d e ad  by  a n  

arro w . A n o th e r  So n g  g en era l, Z h an g  X ian , jo in e d  th e  Iray  a n d  

succeeded  in  d ispersing  th e  J in  tro o p s a n d  sen d in g  W uzhu  fleeing.

A fter h is  d e fe a t  a t  Y an ch en g , W u zh u  m a d e  Y in g c h an g  th e  

ta rg e t o f  h is  n e x t a ttack . Y ue Fei h a d  fo reseen  th is  d ev elo p m en t 

an d  s e n t Y ue Y un w ith  tro o p s to  relieve Y ingchang. T h e  J in  a n n y  

proved  n o  m a tc h  fo r th e  800 b ravely  c h arg in g  cav a lry m en  u n d e r 

Y ue Y u n 's  c o m m a n d . W ith  Song in fan try  a n d  m ilitia s  a tta ck in g  

its  flan k s , th e  J in  a rm y  w a s  a g a in  ro u ted .

T h e  m ilitia s  in  th e  T a ih an g  M o u n ta in s led  b y  Liang X ing and  

o th e r  m ilitia s  a long  th e  Y ellow  River w e re  a lso  jo in in g  th e  fight.
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T h ey  fo u g h t th e  J in  tro o p s  u n d e r  th e  b a n n e r  o f  G enera l Y ue’s 

A rm y, c u t t in g  o f f  th e  J in  a rm y 's  su p p ly  ro u te s . T h ey  g en era lly  

gave th e  J in  tro o p s  a  h a rd  tim e.

Propelled by  a n  un b ro k en  w in n in g  streak . G eneral Y ue 's Army 

m arc h ed  to  th e  to w n  o f  Z h u x ian . w ith in  som e tw e n ty  k ilom eters 

o f  Dongjing.

T h e  m ili tia s  in  H ebei w e re  e la te d  by  th e  n e w s  th a t  G eneral 

Y ue's Arm y had  reach ed  Z h u x ian . T h ey  c ro ssed  th e  Yellow  River 

to  jo in  fo rces w ith  it. Local in h a b ita n ts  b ro u g h t fo o d  o n  o x c a rts  

G eneral Y ue's tro o p s, g ree tin g  th e  so ld ie rs  w ith  in ce n se  b u rn ers . 

T ea rs  o f  e x c ite m e n t filled  th e ir  eyes.

B uoyed by  th e  v ic to r ie s  a n d  u n a b le  to  c o n ta in  h is  joy. Y ue 

Fei ch eered  h is  tro o p s on . " le t 's  k eep  u p  th e  good fight! W hen  we 

e n te r  H u an g lo n g  o f  th e  J in  D ynasty , w e  w ill d r in k  a  b ig  to a s t  to 

o u r  v ictory ."
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lid Hi

2 0 . T he  Traitor, Qin Hui

F o llow ing  a m a jo r  v ic to ry  a t  Z h u x ia n , Y ue  Fei's a rm y  n o w  

appro ach ed  Dongjing. Realizing h e  cou ld  n o  longer ho ld  Dongjing. 

W uzhu  d ec id ed  to  c ro ss  th e  Yellow  River, w ith d raw in g  h is  arm y 

to  th e  n o rth . W hen  h e  w a s  o n  th e  p o in t o f  leav ing  D ongjing w ith  

h is  tro o p s , a  y o u n g  s c h o la r  s to p p e d  h is  m o u n t  a n d  sa id . "My 

prince! You d o n 't  n eed  to  leave. S h aobao  Y u e  w ill w ith d ra w  h is  

tro o p s  so o n . I c an  a ssu re  you  D ongjing  is  safe." (“S h aobao" w a s  

Y ue Fei's o ffic ia l title : It m e a n t “Ju n io r  G uardian".)

W u zh u  a sk e d  in  d isb e lie f . “Y ue Fei w a s  a b le  to  d e fe a t  m y

100.000 w ith  h is  500 cav a lry m en , a n d  th e  in h a b ita n ts  h e r e  p ray  

fo r h is  a tta c k  ag a in s t th e  c ity . H ow  c an  D ongjing be  safe?"

T h e  y o u n g  s c h o la r  s a id .  "W h en  th e r e  a re  p o w e r-h u n g ry , 

sc h e m in g  m in is te rs  in  th e  c en tra l g o v e rn m en t, th e  g en era ls  will 

be p rev en ted  from  c la im in g  c red it o n  th e  b a ttle fie ld . In  m y  v iew  

S h aobao  Y ue w o n 't  ev en  be a b le  to  save h is  o w n  neck , m u ch  less 

b e  g iven  a  c h a n c e  to  sh o w  h is  m e ttle  a n d  c la im  credit."

S tru ck  by  th e  co g en cy  o f  th e  a n a ly s is . W u zh u  im m e d ia te ly  

tu rn e d  h is  h o rse  a ro u n d  a n d  led  h is  tro o p s  b ack  to  Dongjing.

O n e  o f  th e  s c h e m in g  m in is te r s  th a t  y o u n g  sc h o la r  h a d  in 

m in d  w as  C h ie f M in ister Q in H ui o f  th e  S o u th e rn  Song D ynasty. 

Q in H u i had  been  a  m in is te r  in  th e  N o rth e rn  So n g  period. W hen 

E m peror H u izong  a n d  E m peror Q inzong  w ere  ta k e n  to  th e  n o rth  

a s  p riso n ers  by  th e  J in  a rm y , Q in H u i a n d  h is  w ife  follow ed th e m  

in  c a p tiv ity  to  th e  c a p ita l o f  th e  J in  D ynasty . Q in  H ui g roveled  

b e fo re  E m p ero r T a izo n g  o f  th e  J in  D y n asty  a n d  s u c c e e d e d  in

2  I I
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im pressing  h im  w ith  h is  ab ility  to  serve. He g o t h im se lf  appoin ted  

to  a p o s itio n  in  th e  m ilita ry  s t a f f  o f  t h e j i n  G eneral T alan .

At th a t tim e, t h e j i n  D ynasty w itn essed  w ith  a la rm  th e  steady  

g row th  o l an ti-Jin  forces in  th e  S o u th ern  S ong D ynasty. S tau n ch ly  

h a w k ish  g e n e ra ls  su c h  a s  Y ue Fei a n d  H an  S h iz h o n g  p o sed  a 

p a r tic u la r  challenge . It w as  d e c id e d  th a t  Q in H ui w o u ld  h e  sen t 

b ack  to  th e  s o u th  a s  a  m ole in  th e  S o n g  g o v e rn m e n t In  1130 AD. 

Q in  H u i a n d  h i s  w ife  w e re  s lip p e d  b a c k  in to  S o u th e rn  Song 

territo ry  w h e n  t h e j in  G eneral T a lan  a tta ck e d  C h u zh o u  (m odern- 

d a y  H u a i'an . J ia n g su  Province).

Q in  H u i w e n t  to  th e  tra v e lin g  im p e ria l p a la ce  o f  E m pero r 

G aozong  in  Y u ezh o u  fo r a n  a u d ie n c e , d u r in g  w h ic h  h e  g av e  a 

v iv id , th o u g h  f ic tio n a l,  a c c o u n t o f  h o w  h e  h a d  k illed  e n em y  

g u a rd s  in  C h u z h o u  a n d  e sc ap e d  o n  a  b o a t  h e  c o m m a n d e e re d . 

M any m in is te r s  w e re  v e ry  sk e p tic a l a b o u t  th e  v e ra c ity  o f  th e  

a cco u n t. C h u zh o u  w as  a long  w ay fro m  th e r e  w h y  w a s  Q in Hui 

n o t  in te r c e p te d  b y  th e  J in  a rm y  a s  h e  e sc a p e d  th r o u g h  Jin - 

c o n tro l le d  te r r i to ry ?  B esides, e v en  i f  h e  c o u ld  h a v e  sn e a k e d  

th ro u g h  lax en em y  d e fen ses, th e  escap e  m u s t h a v e  b een  a  h u rried  

affa ir. H ow  cou ld  h e  h a v e  h a d  t h e  le isu re  to  b ring  h is  w ife  along?

However, C h ief M inister Fan Zongyin. an  o ld  friend o f  Qin Hui's, 

v o u ch ed  fo r h im  in  fron t o f  E m peror Gaozong. p ra is in g  Q in H u i’s  

re lia b ility  a n d  c o m p e te n c e . E m p e ro r G aozong . w h o  h a d  b een  

o b se sse d  w ith  th e  id ea  o f  re co n c ilia tio n  w ith  t h e j i n  D ynasty , 

im m e d ia te ly  sen t fo r Q in H ui, in  th e  b e lie f  th a t th is  m an  fresh  

from  t h e j i n  c o u rt  m u st h av e  a n  in sid e r 's  in s ig h ts  in to  J in  affairs.

In  th e ir  f irs t m eeting . Q in H ui im m ed ia te ly  sp o k e  to  Em peror 

G aozong  o f  p eace  a n d  re c o n c ilia tio n  w ith  t h e j i n  D y n asty . He 

h a d  ev en  c o m e  p repared  w ith  a  peace  o ffe r  h e  h a d  d ra fte d  in  th e
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n a m e  o f  th e  S o n g  g overn m en t.

A fte r  m e e tin g  w ith  Q in  H u i. E m p ero r G aozong  fo u n d  h is  

v iew s q u ite  pala tab le. H e sa id  to  h is  m in iste rs , "Qin H u i’s  loyally  

is  u n im p e a c h a b le .  I w a s  s o  e x c i te d  a b o u t  h a v in g  h im  in  th e  

g o v e rn m e n t th a t  I c o u ld n 't  s le ep  la s t n ig h t."  E m pero r G aozong 

im m edia te ly  m ade  h im  I m perial Secretary o f  th e  M inistry  o f  Kites. 

T h ree  m o n th s  la te r, h e  w a s  p ro m o ted  to  D eputy  C h ie f M inister. 

In  a n o t h e r  s ix  m o n th .  Q in  H u i b e c a m e  C h ie f  M in is te r ,  

c o n cu rre n tly  h o ld in g  th e  t it le  o f  M ilitary A ffairs C om m issioner, 

w h ic h  gave h im  c o n tro l over all civil a n d  m ilita ry  m atters .

O nce in  th e  p o st o f  C h ief M inister, Q in H u i began  w o rk in g  for 

re c o n c ilia tio n  w ith  th e  J in  D ynasty , in te n d in g  to  se ll o u t  b is  

c o u n try 's  in te res ts . E ventually , h e  w as  d e m o te d  from  th e  p o st o f 

C h ief M inister b e a iu se  o f  th e  intense; o p p osition  o f  m any  m in iste rs 

to  h is  ap p ro ach . H ow ever, th e  fa tu o u s  E m peror G aozong  n ev er 

ceased  to  tak e  Q in H ui in to  h is  c o n fid en ce , a n d  reap p o in ted  h im  

C h ief M in ister a  few  y ears later. A busing  h is  p o w er a n d  position . 

Q in H ui m ad e  c o m m o n  cau se  w ith  t h e j i n  D ynasty  a n d  d id  h is  

best to  u n d e rcu t th e  genera ls c o m m itted  to  th e  an ti-Jin  cause. He 

w as  g reatly  a la rm ed  by th e  su ccess iv e  v ic to ries  a ch iev ed  by Yue 

Fei ag a in st t h e j i n  a rm y, a n d  th e  p ro sp ect o f  h is  im m in e n t d rive  

in to  th e  J in  c ap ita l. H e feared  th a t  o n c e  t h e j i n .  h i s  "backstage  

b o ss”, c o lla p sed , h is  p o s it io n  w o u ld  b e c o m e  u n te n a b le  in  th e  

S o u th e rn  Song D ynasty . U n d e r h is  p ro d d in g . E m peror G aozong 

o rd ered  Yue Fei to  w ith d raw  h is  forces from  th e  fron t.

Y ue  Fei fo u n d  th e  o rd e r  in c o m p re h e n s ib le . I n  a  m em o ria l 

to  E m peror G aozong. h e  sa id , "T he  J in  a rm y  is  d em o ra lized , and  

o u r  h ig h ly  m o tiv a te d  tro o p s  a re  o n  th e  c u s p  o f  w in n in g  th e  

w a r . W e m u s t  n o t  le t s l ip  t h is  o p p o r tu n i ty ."  H e  a s k e d  tire
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E m p e ro r  to  r e s c in d  th e  w i th d ra w a l  o rd e r  a n d  a llo w  h im  to  

c o n tin u e  th e  c am p aig n .

A fte r  re a d in g  th e  m em o ria l by  Y ue Fei. Q in  H u i to o k  th e  

cyn ical s te p  o f  o rd e rin g  th e  w ith d raw al o f  th e  t roops o f  gen era ls  

Z h an g  Ju n  a n d  Liu G u an g sh i fro m  th e  fro n t in  H uaibei. H e th e n  

to ld  E m peror G aozong th a t  Y ue Fei's a rm y  w as n o w  a n  iso la ted , 

o rp h an  a rm y  in  th e  C entral Plains, a n d  th ere fo re  sh o u ld  n o  longer 

s ta y  th e r e  in  s u c h  a n  e x p o se d  p o s i t io n .  H e  u rg e d  E m p ero r 

G aozong to  o rd e r  a n  im m e d ia te  w ith d raw al by  Y ue Fei.

Y ue Fei w a s  w a itin g  ex p ec ta n tly  fo r E m peror Gaozong’s  edict 

th a t  w o u ld  a u th o riz e  h im  to  c o n tin u e  h is  m arch  to w ard  t h e j i n  

c ap ita l, b u t  w h a t h e  rece iv ed  w a s  a  g o ld -co lo red  ta b le t  b earin g  

th e  u rg en t o rd e r  fo r  h im  to  w ith d ra w  h is  tro o p s. W hen  Y ue Fei 

w as  s till  re co v erin g  fro m  th e  sh o c k  o f  th e  f irs t go ld  tab le t, th e  

s e c o n d  g o ld  ta b le t  a rriv e d  o n  a  fa s t h o rse , a n d  a  th ird ,  th e n  a 

fo u rth  a n d  so  fo rth  u n t i l  h e  rece iv ed  a  to ta l  o f  tw e lv e . Y ue Fei 

gave u p  a n y  h o p e  o f  se e in g  E m peror G aozong ch an g e  h is  m ind; 

h e  sa id  w ith  an g er a n d  tea rs  s tre am in g  d o w n  h is  ch eek s, "I never 

w o u ld  hav e  im ag in ed  th a t  m y  te n  y ears o f  e ffo r t w o u ld  c o m e  to  

n a u g h t o v e rn ig h t"

N ew s o f  Y ue F e i's  w ith d ra w a l fro m  Z h u x ia n  sh o c k e d  th e  

in h a b ita n ts , w h o  p oured  in to  th e  s tree ts . Som e s to p p ed  Y ue Fei's 

h o rse  a n d  sa id  w ith  te a rs  in  th e ir  eyes, T h e  J in  a rm y  k n o w s w e 

w e lc o m e d  th e  g o v e rn m e n t tro o p s  w ith  in c e n s e  b u rn e rs  a n d  

c a r tfu ls  o f  food . W h en  you  leave, w e  a re  c e r ta in  to  be  killed."

Y ue Fei a lso  sh e d  te a rs  o f  sa d n e ss . H e ask ed  h is  so ld ie rs  to 

sh o w  th e  c ro w d  E m peror G aozong’s  e d ic t  a n d  sa id . "T he c en tra l 

g o v e rn m en t issu e d  th is  top-p rio rity  o rd e r. 1 c o u ld n 't  s tay  h e re  in 

d e fia n ce  o f  th e  order."

2  I
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R e a liz in g  th e y  w e re  u n a b le  to  m a k e  Y u e  Fei s ta y ,  th e  

in h a b ita n ts  b ro k e  in to  lo u d  so b s a n d  th e  so ld ie rs  a lso  c rie d  w ith  

th e ir  h a n d s  c o v erin g  th e ir  laces . T h e  a ir  re v e rb e ra ted  w ith  th e  

so u n d  o f  w eep in g  in  th e  to w n  o f  Z h u x ian .

Y ue Fei c o u ld  n o t  b ear leaving im m edia te ly , a n d  a n n o u n ced  

th a t  th e  w ith d raw a l w o u ld  b e  p u sh e d  b ack  by five d ay s, so  th a t  

th o se  in h a b i ta n ts  so  d isp o se d  co u ld  leave w ith  th e  troops. Five 

d a y s  la te r , th e  w i th d r a w in g  tro o p s  w e re  fo llo w e d  by  la rg e  

n u m b ers  o f  local people  o n  th e  jo u rn e y  so u th . Later Y ue Fei w ould  

re q u e s t th e  c e n tra l g o v e rn m e n t to  re s e t t le  th e s e  p e o p le  in  th e  

so u th  in  a rea s  w h e re  lab o r w a s  in  d e m a n d  fo r  lan d  reclam ation .

W h en  W uzhu  rece iv ed  re p o rts  th a t  G eneral Y ue 's A rm y w a s 

g o n e  for good, h e  im m e d ia te ly  re su m ed  h is  so u th e rn  cam paign . 

T h e  m an y  reg io n s a n d  c o u n tie s  in  H e n an  recovered  by Y ue Fei 

o n c e  a g a in  fell in to  J in  h an d s.

Q in H ui a n d  E m p ero r G aozong  h a d  m a d e  u p  th e ir  m in d  to  

reco n c ile  w ith  t h e j i n  D ynasty . N ot w ish in g  to  b e  h a m s tru n g  by 

th e  lik e s  o f  Y ue  Fei a n d  H a n  S h izh o n g . th e y  su m m o n e d  th e se  

g e n e ra ls  b a ck  to  th e  c a p ita l  a n d  m a d e  H an  S h iz h o n  M ilitary  

A ffa ir s  C o m m is s io n e r  a n d  Y u e  Fei D e p u ty  M ilita ry  A ffa irs  

C o m m iss io n e r . I t  w a s  a p ro m o tio n  in  n a m e , b u t w a s  In  fa c t 

d e s ig n ed  to  s tr ip  th e m  o f  th e ir  c o n tro l o v er th e  a rm y.
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A fter Yue Fei w as  s tr ip p ed  o f  h is  c o n tro l o v er th e  a rm y . Q in 

H u i s e n t  a d e le g a tio n  to  th e  J in  D y n asty  to  s u e  fo r peace. In  

N ovem ber i i4 i AD. tlie  J in  g o v ernm en t s e n t a  d e legation  to  Lin'an 

to  n eg o tia te  te rm s  o f  th e  peace  accord . T h e  final accord  in c luded  

th e  fo l lo w in g  p ro v is io n s :  th e  S o n g -J in  b o u n d a r y  w o u ld  be  

d e m a rc a te d  a lo n g  th e  H u a i R iver in  th e  e a s t  a n d  D a sa n  Pass 

(so u th w e s t o f  m o d ern -d ay  Baoji, S h aan x i Province) in  th e  w est; 

th e  S o u th e rn  Song in su b m iss io n  to  t h e j in  w o u ld  pay  a n  a n n u a l 

t r ib u te  o f  250.000 ta e ls  o f  s ilv e r  a n d  250,000 b o lls  o f  s ilk . T h is  

p eace  a g ree m e n t is  k n o w n  to  C h in ese  h is to ry  a s  th e  "T rea ty  o f  

S haox ing" (S h ao x in g  w a s  a n  e ra  n a m e  o f  E m peror G aozong). It 

w as  in  fa c t a n  a g re e m e n t o f  h u m ilia t io n  a n d  s u r re n d e r  by  th e  

S o u th e rn  So n g  D ynasty.
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2 i. “A Plausible Case"

A fter th e  s ig n in g  of th e  "T reaty  o f  Shaoxing". W u zh u  s e n t  an  

e m iss a ry  b e a r in g  a  c o n f id e n tia l  le t te r  to  Q in  H ui. w h ic li read . 

"You k eep  a s s u r in g  u s  o f  y o u r  d e s ire  fo r  peace. B ut a s  lo n g  as 

Y ue Fei lives, w e  w ill n o t feel reassu red . A w ay  m u st be  fo u n d  to 

ge t rid  o f  him ."

A fter rece iv ing  th is  sec re t m issiv e  from  h is  m aste r. Q in H ui 

se t  to  w o rk  to  e n g in e e r Y ue Fei's d o w nfa ll.

In v e s t ig a t in g  C e n so r M oqi X ie fired  th e  f irs t  sa lvo . A t th e  

in s t ig a t io n  o f  h is  p o litic a l ally . Q in H u i, h e  w ro te  a  m em o ria l 

w h ic h  d e n o u n c e d  Y ue Fei fo r h is  a rro g an ce . H e in v en te d  o u t  o f  

w h o le  c lo th  th e  s to ry  th a t  Y ue Fei re fu sed  to  se n d  h is  a rm y  to  

re liev e  d e fe n d e rs  o f  H u a ix i w h e n  th e y  w ere  u n d e r  J in  a tta c k , 

a n d  th a t  h e  o n c e  left t h e  b a ttle fie ld  w ith o u t  a u th o riz a tio n . T h is  

w as fo llow ed b y  successive  sa lv o s fired  by o th e r  p a rtisa n s  o f  Qin 

H u i 's  cause.

Y u e  Fei k n e w  t h a t  Q in  H u i w a s  o u t  to  g e t h im . s o  h e  

v o lu n te e re d  to  resig n  fro m  h is  p o st o f  D epu ty  M ilitary  A ffa irs 

C o m m is s io n e r .  E m p e r o r  G a o z o n g  r e a d i ly  a p p r o v e d  h i s  

resig n atio n .

T h e  m a tte r  d id  n o t  e n d  th ere . O n e  o f  th e  to p  generals . Z hang  

J u n . o n c e  Y ue Fei's su p e rio r , b e c a m e  je a lo u s  o f  Y ue  Fei fo r h is  

fe a ts  o n  th e  b a ttle fie ld . A w are of Z h an g  J u r is  re sen tm en t o f  Yue 

Fei's su c c e ss e s . Q in  H u i in  c o llu s io n  w ith  Z h a n g  J u n  in c ite d  

s u b a lte rn s  W ang G ui a n d  W ang  J u n  in  th e  Y ue A rm y to  falsely 

a ccu se  a n o th e r  su b a lte rn  Z hang  X ian o f  in te n d in g  to  tak e  contro l

2 2
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o f  X iangyang  in  o rd e r  to  m o u n t a m u tin y  to  h e lp  Y ue Fei w res t 

b a c k  h is  c o n tro l o v er th e  a rm y . T h ey  a lso  fa lse ly  a cc u se d  Yue 

Y un (so n  o f  Y ue Fei I o f  w r i t in g  to  Z h an g  X ian to  m ak e  se c re t 

p la n s  fo r th e  m utiny .

B ased o n  th e  fa lse  te s tim o n y  o f  th e  tra i to r s  W an g  G ui a n d  

W ang Ju n . Q in H ui a rre s te d  Z h an g  X ian a n d  p u t  h im  in  th e  ja il 

o f  th e  C ourt o f  Ju d ic ia l Review , w h e re  h e  w as to rtu red . H ow ever. 

Z hang  X ian ad am an tly  re fu sed  to  c o n fess  to  th e  fab ricated  crim e. 

Soon a fter. Q in H u i req u ested  E m peror G aozong to  o rd e r th e  arrest 

o f  Yue Fei a n d  Y ue Y un a n d  p u t th em  o n  tria l before  th e  C ourt o f 

Ju d ic ia l Review.

W h en  Q in  H u i 's  p e o p le  a rr iv e d  to  a r re s t  h im . Y ue Fei sa id  

w ith  a  s m ile .  " H e a v e n  a n d  E a r th  b e  m y w i tn e s s !  I w ill b e  

v in d ic a te d  a n d  cleared."

W hen Yue Fei and  Yue Y un w ere taken  to  th e  C ourt o f  Jud ic ia l 

Review, th ey  fo u n d  a  b loodied , a lm o st unrecognizab le  Z hang  Xian 

co v ered  w ith  b ru ise s  a n d  in ju r ie s  s u s ta in e d  d u r in g  h is  to rtu re . 

T h e  s ig h t filled  Y ue Fei w ith  sa d n e ss  a n d  anger.

T h e  tria l ju d g e  w a s  Moqi Xie. H e p laced  th e  fa lse  te s tim o n y  

o f  W ang  G ui a n d  W ang  J u n  b e fo re  Y ue Fei a n d  a sk e d  in  a  s te rn  

voice , " H a sn 't  th e  g o v e rn m e n t b een  goo d  to  yo u ?  W hy are  you  

p lan n in g  a  m utiny?"

Yue Fei replied . "1 have d o n e  n o th in g  ag a in st th e  governm ent. 

You a re  in  ch arg e  o f  law  a n d  ju s tic e . Y ou m u s t n o t u se  trum ped- 

u p  charges to  fram e officials loyal to  th e  g o v ernm en t a n d  country."

O ther officials p re sen t a lso  echoed  Moqi Xie. in sis tin g  th a t Yue 

Fei h a d  se d itio u s  in te n tio n s . Y ue Fei u n d e rs to o d  th e  fu tility  o f  

a rg u in g  w ith  th e se  p a r tisa n s  o f  Q in H u i's  clique. H e sa id  w ith  a 

d eep  sigh, T v e  fallen in to  th e  h a n d s  o f  a  b u n ch  o f tra ito ro u s thugs.

2 2
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T here 's n o  p o in t in  try ing to  prove to  you m y loyally and  patriotism ."

Q in H u i h a d  assig n ed  Vice C ensor-in -C hief H e Z hu  to  try  Yue 

Fei. W h en  h e  b eg an  q u e s tio n in g  Y ue Fei, Y ue Fei p u lle d  u p  h is  

sh ir t  w ith o u t u tte r in g  a w o rd  a n d  sh o w ed  H e Z hu  h is  bare  back. 

W h a t g re e te d  H e  Z h u 's  e y e s  w e re  t h e  fo u r  d e e p ly  ta t to o e d  

c h a ra c te rs , j ingzhong  baoguo  ("D edicated  to  th e  se rv ice  o f  th e  

country"). H e Z hu  w as  so  s h a k e n  th a t  h e  c o u ld  n o t go  o n  w ith  

th e  in q u iry . H e  re m a n d e d  Y ue Fei to  h is  cell. A fte r  rev iew in g  

so m e  m ore  m ate ria l re la ted  to  th e  case, h e  cou ld  find  n o  ev idence  

to  s u p p o r t  th e  a l le g a t io n  o f  Y u e  F e i 's  s e d i t i o u s  i n te n t .  H e 

tru th fu lly  rep o rted  h is  c o n c lu s io n  to  Q in  H ui.

S en sin g  H e  Z h u 's  sy m p a th y  fo r Y ue Fei. Q in  H u i to o k  h im  

o f f  th e  c a s e  a n d  in s t r u c te d  M oqi X ie to  c o n tin u e  fa b ric a tin g  

c h a rg e s  a g a in s t  Y ue Fei. Moqi Xie in s is te d  t h a t  Y u e  Y un h a d  

w r i t te n  to  Z h an g  X ian to  m a k e  p la n s  fo r a  m u tin y . U n a b le  to  

p ro v id e  a n y  m a te r ia l  e v id e n c e , th e y  a lle g ed  Z h an g  X ian h a d  

d e s tro y ed  th e  le tte rs .

Moqi Xie p u t th e  th re e  d e fe n d a n ts  th ro u g h  m o re  to rtu re , bu t 

Y ue Fei w o u ld  n o t  g ive  th e m  th e  s a t is fa c tio n  o f  a  c o n fe ss io n . 

O n e  d a y . w h e n  M oqi X ie tr ie d  to  fo rc e  Y ue Fei to  c o m p o se  a 

c o n fe ss io n . Y ue Fei w ro te  d o w n  th e s e  e ig h t  c h a ra c te rs :  linn ri 

zhaozhno. tian ri zhao  z /ia o  I "H eaven  be m y  w itn ess , h eav en  be 

m y w itness").

A fte r  d ra g g in g  o n  fo r  tw o  m o n th s ,  th e  tr ia l  s t i l l  h a d  n o t 

p ro d u ced  any  co n clu sio n . Everyone in  g o v ern m en t k n ew  Y ue Fei 

h a d  b een  fram ed . H ow ever, so m e  w h o  h a d  th e  courage  to  pe tition  

th e  E m peror to  c le a r  Y ue  Fei’s n a m e  th em se lv es  b ecam e v ic tim s  

o f  Q in  H u i's  reprisals.

T h e  v e n e ra te d  g e n e ra l H an  S h iz h o n g  w e n t  to  se e  Q in H ui.

2 2
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IvlllWSB НкЮгу) 
' Л Plausible Casv"

a n d  d e m a n d ed  e v id e n ce  o f  Y ue Fei's a lleged p lan s  fo r a  m utiny . 

Q in H ui sa id  in  a n  a rro g an t a n d  cava lie r m an n er. "A lthough there  

is  n o  e v id en ce  o f  Y ue Y un 's w ritin g  to  Z h an g  X ian, o n e  c an  m ake 

a  p lau s ib le  c a se  o f  it."

H a n  S h iz h o n g  sa id  an g rily , "H o w  c a n  y o u r  p la u s ib le  c a se  

co n v in ce  th e  country?"

H a n  S h iz h o n g 's  re p e a te d  e f fo r t s  p ro v e d  f r u i t le s s  a n d  h e  

re sig n ed  a s  M ilitary A ffairs C om m issioner.

O ne d a y  a f te r  w ork. Q in H ui w as d rin k in g  w ith  h is  w ife  W ang 

by a  w in d o w . W ang n o ticed  h im  fid d lin g  w ith  an  orange, absen t- 

m in d e d ly  gou g in g  th e  peel w ith  h is  fing ern a il. W ang, w h o  w as 

ev en  m ore  ru th le ss  th a n  Q in H ui. u n d e rs to o d  th a t  Q in  H u i w as 

s ti ll  o f  tw o  m in d s  a b o u t w h e th e r  to  k ill Y ue Fei im m e d ia te ly . 

W ang  sa id  w ith  a  s in is te r  sn o rt. "You in d ec is iv e  co o ti I t 's  e as ie r 

to  tie  a  tig e r d o w n  th a n  to  s e t  it free."

W a n g 's  w a r n in g  h e lp e d  m a k e  u p  Q in  H u i 's  m in d .  Fie 

im m e d ia te ly  w ro te  a n o te  w h ic h  w as  se c re tly  d e liv e re d  to  th e  

p rison . In  a  n ig h t in J a n u a ry  1142 AD, th e  p a trio tic  n a tio n a l h e ro  

Y ue Fei w a s  m urd ered . H e w a s  o n ly  39. Y ue Y un a n d  Z h an g  Xian 

su ffe red  th e  sam e  fa te  th a t  n ig h t.

2 2 9
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A fter Y ue Fei's m urder, a  p riso n  w a rd en  in  Lin'an n am ed  Kui 

S h u n  se c re tly  b u r ie d  h is  re m a in s . Y u e  Fei’s  n a m e  w a s  c leared  

o n ly  a f te r  th e  d e a th  o f  E m peror G aozong. a n d  h is  re m a in s  w ere 

m o v ed  to  Q ix ia  Peak fo r  p ro p e r b u r ia l .  A Y ue Fei T em p le  w as  

a d d e d  la te r  e a s t o f  h is  to m b . A s ta tu e  o f  Y ue Fei c lad  in  b a ttle  

gear now  s its  in  th e  great hall o f  th e  Y ue T em ple. A bove th e  s ta tu e  

h a n g s  a n  aw e-in sp irin g  board  in scribed  w ith  th e  fo u r ch aracte rs , 

/m a n  iv o  shan  h e  l"G iv e  b a c k  m y  c o u n tr y " )  in  Y u e  F e i’s 

h an d w ritin g . O pposite  th e  to m b  are fo u r cast-iron  kneeling  figures 

w ith  th e ir  h a n d s  tied  b e h in d s  th e ir  backs. T h ey  a re  th e  d esp ised  

a n d  h a te d  tra ito rs  Q in H ui. h is  w ife  W ang. M oqi X ie a n d  Z h an g  

Ju n . T h is  a rra n g e m e n t is  d e s ig n ed  to  re flec t p o p u la r a d m ira tio n  

for a n a tio n a l h e ro  a n d  rev u ls io n  for tra ito rs.
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Genghis Khan Unifies the Mongols

2 2 . Genghis  K han Unifies 

th e  Mongols

In  1206 AD. th e  c h ie f s  o f  th e  M ongol t r ib e s  h e ld  a k u riltn i 

("G reat A ssem bly") by  th e  O n o n  R iver, a t  w h ic h  T im u jin  w a s  

ha iled  as th e  G reat K han, w ith  th e  t itle  o f  G enghis K han. T im ujin’s 

f a th e r  Y isugei w a s  a c h ie f ta in  o f  th e  M ongol B orjigin c lan . He 

grew  u p  u n d e r th e  ru th le ss  ru le  o f  th e  J in  D ynasty  over th e  Mongol 

peo p le . Life w a s  m a d e  m o re  u n b e a ra b le  by  th e  c o n s ta n t  feu d s  

b e tw een  d if fe re n t M ongol c lan s. O ne o f  T im u jin ’s  a n ce s to rs  w as 

k illed  b y  a  J in  em peror.

W h en  T im u jin  w a s  n in e , h is  f a th e r  Y isugei to o k  h im  to  a 

fr ien d 's  h o m e  to  c em en t a rra n g e m e n ts  fo r h is  b e tro th a l. Y isugei 

left T im ujin  a t  th e  frien d 's  h o m e  a n d  set o u t for h o m e  by h im self. 

A fter trav e lin g  fo r a  w h ile  h e  w a s  fam ish ed  a n d  w a s  lo o k in g  for 

so m e th in g  to  e a t  w h e n  h e  sa w  a g ro u p  o f  T a r ta rs  h a v in g  a feast 

o n  th e  steppe. H e d ism o u n te d  a n d  w alked in to  th e  reveling  crow d 

a n d  jo in e d  in  th e  feast, its w a s  th e  local cu sto m .

T h e re  w a s  a  feu d  b e tw ee n  th e  T a rta rs  a n d  th e  B oijig in  c lan , 

b u t Y isugei d id  no t give it to o  m u ch  th o u g h t a t  th e  tim e. H e w as 

h o w e v e r reco g n ized  by th e  T arta rs , a n d  so m e o n e  p o iso n e d  h is  

fo o d . O n  h i s  w a y  h o m e  a l t e r  le a v in g  th e  fe a s t ,  h e  h a d  a n  

e x cru c ia tin g  p a in  in  h is  a b d o m en . H e  realized  h e  m u s t hav e  been 

p o iso n e d  a t th e  feast, b u t  it w as  a lre ad y  to o  la te . H e  d ie d  so o n  

a f te r  h e  re ac h ed  hom e.

I n  th e  a f te rm a th  o f  Y isugei's  d ea th , th e  h ead less  Borjigin clan

2ЗЗ
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d isb an d ed . Y isugei's follow ers, inc lu d in g  m em b ers o f  th eT a iy ich i 

c lan  th a t  h a d  sw o rn  fealty  to  h im , d e fec ted  to  o th e r  c lan s, tak in g  

w ith  th em  Yisugei’s  slaves a n d  c attle , th u s  fu r th e r  im poverish ing  

T im u jin 's  fam ily.

Fearing th a t T im u jin  w o u ld  try  to  tak e  revenge o n  th e m  w hen  

h e  grew  up. th e  c h ie f  o f  th e  T aiy ich i c lan  se n t a  p a rty  a fte r T im ujin  

w ith  th e  a im  o f  k illin g  h im . T im u jin  w a s  a le rted  a n d  w e n t in to  

h id in g  in a  forest.

H e laid  low  in  th e  fo rest fo r n in e  days, w ith o u t food o r  d rink . 

W h en  h e  w as  fo rce d  by  h u n g e r  to  w a lk  o u t  o f  th e  fo re s t, the" 

T a iy ich i p u rsu e rs  im m e d ia te ly  c a p tu re d  h im . H e w a s  p a rad e d  

p as t th e  ten te d  h o m es o f  th e  c lan  in a  pillory. O ne day. theT aiy ich i 

c h ie f  a n d  h is  tr ib e sm e n  g a th e red  fo r a  feast by  th e  O n o n  River. 

T h e y  le f t a  lo n e , in e x p e r ie n c e d  g u a rd  to  w a tc h  o v e r  T im u jin . 

T im u jin  w a ite d  u n t i l  th e  g u a rd  b e c a m e  d is t r a c te d ,  a n d  th e n  

k n o ck ed  h im  u n c o n sc io u s  w ith  h is  p illory, escap ing .

T im u jin . h is  m o th e r  a n d  h is  s ib lin g s  o n c e  a g a in  to o k  to  th e  

h ills , w h e re  th e y  s u s ta in e d  th e m se lv e s  b y  s n a r in g  ro d e n ts . Life 

b e ca m e  h a rsh e r  th a n  ever for th em .

T h e  y o u n g  T im u jin  w a s  d e te rm in e d  to  ta k e  o v er th e  m an tle  

o f  h is  fa th e r. H e w as  ab le  th ro u g h  h is  t ire le s s  e f fo r t  to  lo ca te  

a n d  reg ro u p  b lood  re la tio n s  a n d  m em b e rs  o f  th e  c la n  w h o  had  

d isp e rsed . H is p o w e r g rew  in  th e  w ake  o l n u m e ro u s  v ic to ries  in 

h is  b a ttle s  a g a in s t o th e r  tribes.

T im u jin  had  a fr ien d  Ja m u k a , w h o  w a s  th e  c h ie l o f  a n o th e r  

tr ib e . T h ey  h a d  fre q u e n t d a y tim e  fe a s ts  in  th e  s h a d e  o f  trees , 

a n d  s le p t in  th e  sa m e  bed  a t n ig h t, c lo se  a s  b ro th e rs . H ow ever. 

J a m u k a  w as  no t a m u se d  w h en  so m e  o f  h is  fo llow ers w e n t over 

t o  th e  in c re a s in g ly  p o w e rfu l T im u jin  to  o f fe r  th e i r  fea lty . A
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c o n fro n ta tio n  o f  th e  tw o  s id e s  o ccu rred  w h e n  T im u jin ’s  people  

k illed  J a m u k a ’s  y o u n g e r  b ro th e r  w h e n  h e  w a s  try in g  to  ru s t ic  

T im u jin ’s  c a ttle . Ja m u k a  p u t to g e th e r a  force o f  30.000 m en  from  

th e  th ir te e n  su b  c la n s  u n d e r  h is  c o n tro l to  a tta ck  T im ujin .

R ising to  th e  challenge, T im ujin  dep loyed  th ir te en  co n tin g en ts  

to ta lin g  30.000 m e n  to  engage  th e  Ja m u k a  forces. T h e  tw o  sid es 

fo u g h t a  fierce  b a ttle  o n  th e  s te p p e s  b y  th e  O n o n  River. T im u jin  

lo s t  th e  b a ttle , a n d  J a m u k a  k illed  large  n u m b e rs  o f  p riso n e rs  ol 

w ar. T h is  h a d  th e  e ffe c t o f  d isa f fe c tin g  h is  o w n  fo llow ers, w h o  

d e fe c te d  to  T im u jin  in d ro v es. Iro n ica lly , d e fe a t m ad e  T im u jin  

stronger.

T im u jin  h a d  n e v e r  fo rg o tte n  a b o u t  M ieguzhen, th e  c h ie f  o f 

th e  T a r ta r s ,  w h o  k ille d  h i s  f a th e r .  M ie g u zh e n  in c u r re d  th e  

d is p le a s u re  o f  th e  J in  D y n asty . W a n y a n  X iang, th e  J in  C h ie f  

M in ister, fo rm ed  a n  a llia n c e  w ith  T im u jin  a g a in s t  th e  T arta rs . 

T im ujin  grabbed th is  long-aw aited  o p p o rtu n ity  to  tak e  h is  revenge 

o n  th e  T artars . T h e  j o in t  forces o f  th e  J in  a n d  T im u jin  ro u ted  th e  

T a r ta r  a rm y , a n d  large  n u m b e rs  o f  T a r ta r  c la n sm e n , c a t t le  a n d  

larg e  a m o u n ts  o f  s u p p lie s  w ere  c a p tu re d  by th e  co a litio n . As a 

rew ard  lo r h is  c o n tr ib u tio n  in  th e  cam p aig n , th e  J in  g o v ern m en t 

c o n fe rred  o n  T im u jin  th e  t it le  o f  C o m m a n d e r o f  th e  V anguard .

In  s u b s e q u e n t  b a ttle s . T im u jin  c o n q u e re d  sev e ra l tr ib e s  on 

th e  M ongolian  p la te au , a n d  fin a lly  ach iev e d  th e  u n if ic a t io n  o f  

th e  M ongol people. H e w a s  h a iled  a s  G reat K han  by th e  c h ie fs  o f  

th e  M ongol tribes and  is  kno w n  to  w orld  h is to ry  a s  G enghis K han.

A fter h is  e n th ro n e m e n t. G enghis K han  e s tab lish e d  a  m ilitary  

a n d  a d m in is tra tiv e  sy s tem  a n d  a  M ongolian  w ritin g  sy s tem  th a t  

c o n tr ib u te d  to  b u ild in g  h is  k h a n a te  in to  a  s tro n g  em p ire . In  th e  

m e a n tim e , th e  J in  e m p ire  c o n t in u e d  to  t r e a t  th e  M o n g o ls  as
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v assa ls , d e m a n d in g  t r ib u te  fro m  G en g h is  K h an . G en g h is K han 

v o w ed  to  c h an g e  th is  h u m ilia tin g  s ta te  o f  affa irs.

W hen W anyan  Yongji, th e  C row n Prince, su cceed ed  Em peror 

Z han g zo n g  o f  th e  J in  D y n asty  a t  h is  d e a th , h e  se n t a n  em issary  

to  M ongolia bearing  a n  ed ic t. W hen  th e  m essen g er b ad e  G enghis 

K han to  receive  th e  e d ic t o n  h is  knees, G enghis K han  asked  h im  

w h o  th e  n ew  E m peror w as. W hen h e  w a s  to ld  th a t W anyan  Yongji 

h a d  ju s t  a scen d ed  th e  th ro n e . G en g h is K han sp a t sco rn fu lly  and  

sa id . "I th o u g h t  th e  m a s te r  o f  th e  C e n tra l  P la in s  m u s t  b e  o f  

celes tia l caliber. I'm  su rp rised  a m ediocre , in co m p e te n t m an  like 

h im  c o u ld  q u a lify  fo r  th e  th ro n e ."  W ith  th a t ,  h e  m o u n te d  h is  

h o rse  a n d  ro d e  off. leaving th e  J in  em issary  b e h in d .

G enghis K han broke  w ith  th e  J in  a f te r  t h a t  in c id en t.

In  1211 AD. G e n g h is  K h an  m o u n te d  a  m a ss iv e  c am p a ig n  

a g a in s t th e  J in  D ynasty . H e  w e n t  u p  a  m o u n ta in  a n d  p ray ed  to  

h is  god. "A J in  e m p ero r k illed  o n e  o f  m y fo refa th ers . Let m e  h av e  

m y  re v en g e !"  S o o n  a f te r w a r d s ,  h e  p ic k e d  3.000 o f  h i s  b e s t 

c a v a lry m e n  a n d  led  th e m  s o u th .  T h e se  3.000 m en  ro u te d  th e

300.000 J in  tro o p s led  by G eneral H u  S h ao h u . T w o  y ears later, th e  

M ongols b re ac h ed  th e  d e fe n se s  o f  Ju y o n g  Pass a n d  la id  s iege  to  

Z hongjing  (m o d ern -d ay  Beijing). T h e  tro o p s  led  by  G enghis Khan 

a n d  h is  fo u r  s o n s  p ro v ed  in v in c ib le  a s  th e y  w ag ed  w a r  a c ro ss  

th e  v a s t p la in s  n o r th  o f  th e  Y ellow  River.

At th is  tim e, th e  J in  g o v ern m en t w a s  d iv ided  b y  in te rn a l strife, 

a n d  E m peror W anyan  Yongji w as  k illed  in  th e  upheaval. Em peror 

X uanzong. w h o  su cceed ed  h im , saw  n o  a lte rn a tiv e  bu t to  su e  for 

p eace  w ith  G e n g h is  K han . G en g h is  K h an  w ith d re w  h is  fo rces 

o n ly  a f te r  re ce iv in g  large  a m o u n ts  o l go ld  a n d  silk , a s  w ell a s  a 

J in  p rin ce ss  in  m arriage.
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A fter d e fea tin g  th e  J in  D ynasty, G enghis K han s  a rm y  becam e 

m ore  p o w erfu l. In  1219 AD. w h e n  a  M ongol c a ra v an  d isp a tc h e d  

b y  G en g h is K han  p a sse d  K h o rasm  (east o f  th e  C asp ian  Sea a n d  

w e s t  o f  th e  A ral Seal o n  i ts  jo u r n e y  w e s t, i ts  m e m b e rs  w e re  

m assac red  by th e  so ld ie rs  s ta tio n e d  in  th e  c ity . G en g h is  K han 

re sp o n d ed  by  p e rso n ally  lead in g  200.000 Mongol tro o p s to  a ttack  

Khorazm . H e th e n  pressed  o n  w estw ard  and  took  con tro l o f  a reas 

in  w h a t  is  m o d e rn -d a y  C en tra l Asia. H is v a n g u ard  a d v an ced  all 

th e  w ay  to  e a s te rn  Europe a n d  n o r th e rn  Persia b e fo re  h e  decided  

to  tu rn  b ack  w ith  h is  troops.

W h en  G e n g h is  K h an  w e n t o n  h is  w e s te rn  c a m p a ig n , he 

requested  su p p o rt from  th e  W estern  Xia. b u t they  n o t o n ly  refused 

to  c o n tr ib u te  a n y  tro o p s to  h e lp  h im . b u t  a lso  e n te red  a n  alliance 

w ith  th e  J in  D ynasty. O n h is  re tu rn  from  th e  w e s te rn  cam paign , 

h e  s e t  o u t  to  q u a sh  th e  W es te rn  Xia. In  th e  f in a l s ta g e s  o f  th e  

siege a g a in s t th e  Xia cap ital, h e  fell se rio u sly  ill. K now ing h e  w as 

no t going to  su rv ive  th e  illness, h e  sa id  to  h is  co m m an d ers . W h en  

w e  a tta c k  th e  J in .  w e  n eed  to  p a ss  th ro u g h  So n g  te rr ito ry . T h e  

Song is  c e r ta in  to  g ra n t u s  p assag e  b e ca u se  o f  th e  lo n g -stan d in g  

e n m ity  b e tw een  them ."
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A fte r h is  d e a th .  G e n g h is  K h a n  w a s  s u c c e e d e d  by h is  so n  

O gedei K han . As in s t ru c te d  by  G en g h is  K han  o n  h is  d e a th b ed . 

O gedei K h an  n e g o tia te d  p a ssa g e  th ro u g h  S o n g  te r r i to ry  a n d  

e n c irc le d  th e  J in  c a p ita l  o f  K aifeng . In  1233 AD, th e  M ongols 

b re ac h ed  th e  d e fen se s  o f  Kaifeng. fo rcing E m peror A izong to  flee 

to C a iz h o u  (m odern -day  R u 'nan. H en an  Province). W ith  S ou thern  

Song su p p o rt, th e  M ongols laid  siege to  C aizhou.

E m pero r A izong s e n t  a n  e m iss a ry  to  E m peror L izong o f  th e  

S o u th e rn  So n g  D y n asty  to  s u e  fo r p eace. H e sa id  th ro u g h  th e  

envoy . " If th e  J in  is  c o n q u e re d  now . th e  n e x t  ta rg e t w ill be  th e  

Song. An a llia n c e  b e tw ee n  u s  w ill lie in  th e  in te re s t  o l  o u r  tw o  

co un tries ."

This peace overture w as snubbed by Emperor Lizong. Emperor 

Aizong o f  th e  Jin  Dynasty com m itted  su icide ou t o f  despair. In 

1234 AD. th e  Jin  Dynasty was extinguished under th e  jo in t attack 

o f  th e  Mongols and th e  Song army.
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23. Jia Sidao Sells the Country 

dow n the River

A lte r  th e  J in  D y n a s ty  w a s  d e s tro y e d  by th e  M ongol-Song  

c o a litio n  forces, th e  S o u th e rn  So n g  D ynasty  w a n te d  to  p u sh  on

K h an  a  p re tex t to  m o u n t a cam p aig n  ag a in s t th e  S o u th e rn  Song 

D y n asty  fo r b re a c h in g  th e ir  a g re e m e n t. T h e  M ongo ls a n d  th e  

S o u th e rn  Song D ynasty  w ere  a t  w a r e v er since.

A lte r  Ogedei K h an ’s  n e p h e w  M ongke K h an  a s c e n d e d  th e  

th ro n e , lie  sen t h is  you n g er b ro th e r  Kublai K h an  a n d  h is  general 

U riyangqadai o n  a  c am p aig n  a g a in s t Y unnan , g a in in g  c o n tro l o f  

s o u th w e s t  C h in a . I n  1258 AD. M o n g k e 's  a rm y  a t ta c k e d  th e  

S o u th e rn  Song D ynasty  o n  th re e  fro n ts . H e  h im s e lf  led  th e  m ain  

force  to  a tta ck  H ezhou  I m odern-day  H ech u an , S ich u an  Province); 

K ublai a tta c k e d  E zhou I m o d ern -d ay  W u ch an g , H ubei Province); 

a n d , U riy a n g q ad a i led a n  a rm y  n o r th  fro m  Y u n n a n  to  a tta c k  

T a n z h o u  (m o d e rn -d a y  C h a n g sh a . H u n a n  Prov ince). T h e  th re e  

a rm ie s  w o u ld  th e n  c o n v erg e  a n d  a d v an c e  o n  L in'an.

W h en  M ongke’s  a rm y  a t ta c k e d  H ezh o u . it ra n  in to  fie rce  

r e s is ta n c e  b y  th e  lo ca l So n g  c o m m a n d e r  W an g  J ia n  a n d  th e  

in h a b ita n ts , w h o  hero ically  d e fen d e d  D iaoyu s itu a te d  to  th e  e as t 

o f  H ezh o u . T h e  M ongols w ere  u n a b le  to  ta k e  D iaoyu a f te r  five 

m o n th s  o f  siege a n d  a ttack s . In  o n e  o f  th e  o ffen s iv es  a gainst th e  

city , M ongke w as  seriously  in ju red  by  a rock fired  from  a  c a ta p u lt  

H e d ie d  sh o rtly  a f te r  re tu rn in g  to  cam p.

a n d  reco v er lo s t te r r i to ry  in  th e  H e n a n  a rea . T h a t  gave Ogedei
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Kublai received new s o f  M ongke's d ea th  a s  he w as o n  th e  poin t 

o f  c ro ss in g  th e  riv er to  a d v an ce  o n  Ezhou. Som e urged h im  to  go 

b ack  n o rth  to  c la im  th e  th ro n e , b u t Kublai rep lied . "1 hav e  b e en  

ordered  to  a tta ck  th e  Song. I c an 't very w ell re tu rn  em pty-handed."

A fte r  su rv e y in g  th e  la n d s c a p e  a lo n g  th e  riv er. K ublai p u t 

to g e th e r  a su ic id e  sq u a d  o f  a  few  h u n d re d  m e n  a s  a  v an g u ard  

u n i t  to  c ro ss  th e  Yangtze. T h e  Song tro o p s  w ere  su rp rised  by th e  

a p p ea ran c e  o f  th e  v a n g u a rd  a n d  th e i r  d e fe n se s  c ru m b led . T h e  

M ongols w ere  n o w  a b le  to  m ove  th e  h u lk  o f  th e ir  tro o p s  acro ss  

th e  riv er a n d  su rro u n d  Ezhou.

T h e  S o u th e rn  So n g  c o u r t  in  L in 'an  w a s  s h a k e n  by  th e  bad  

n ew s p o u rin g  in . E m pero r Lizong o rd e re d  Song tro o p s  in  o th e r  

loca tions to  race  to  th e  rescu e  o f  Ezhou. and  s e n t  J ia  Sidao. new ly 

a p p o in te d  a s  C h ie f  M in ister a n d  M ilitary A lla irs  C om m iss io n er, 

to  H a n y an g  to  o v ersee  th e  w ar.

T h e  n e w ly  a p p o in te d  C h ie f  M in is te r  J ia  S id a o  w a s  a n  

u n e d u c a te d  lo a fe r  w h o  go t in to  th e  g o v e rn m e n t o n ly  b e ca u se  

h is  s is te r  w a s  a  fav o rite  c o n c u b in e  in  E m pero r L izong's ha rem . 

H e w a s  o f te n  se e n  d r in k in g  a n d  re v e lin g  o n  W est Lake in  th e  

co m p an y  o f  fem a le  s ingers, to ta lly  n eg lec tin g  h is  o ffic ia l d u tie s . 

O ne even ing . E m peror Lizong sa w  b rig h t lig h ts  o n  th e  W est Lake 

as h e  looked  o u t fro m  a h ig h  p o in t in  h is  pa lace. H e rem ark ed  to 

th e  m in is te rs  in  a tte n d a n c e , "It m u s t be  th is  y o u n g  fe llo w  Sidao 

h a v in g  a good tim e."

W ell aw are  th a t J ia  S idao w as in  Em peror Lizong's good graces, 

th e  m in is te rs  qu ip p ed , "H e m ay b e  y o u n g  a n d  fun-lov ing , b u t h e  

su re  p o ssesse s  g reat ab ilities."

O rdered  by E m peror Lizong to  o v ersee  th e  w a r o n  th e  f ro n t in 

H an y an g , J ia  S id ao  w e n t d e sp ite  h is  fears . O nce, w h e n  h e  w a s
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to ld  t h a t  a  M ongol d e ta c h m e n t  w a s  n o t  fa r  aw ay , h e  s ta r te d  

sh a k in g  a n d  ask ed  p lead ing ly . "W hat’s  to  be  d o n e ?  W h a t 's  to  be  

d o n e?"  In  th e  e n d . th e  M ongols le f t  a f te r  d o in g  so m e  lo o ting , 

c a u s in g  J ia  S idao  to  b re a th e  a  sigh  in  relief.

As K u b la i in te n s if ie d  h is  o f fe n s iv e s .  J ia  S id a o  fo u n d  th e  

s i tu a t io n  g e t t in g  d e s p e ra te .  W ith o u t  in fo rm in g  th e  c e n tra l  

g o v e rn m en t, h e  se n t a  sec re t envoy  h e  cou ld  tru s t  to  th e  M ongols 

to  su e  fo r peace, d ec la rin g  th a t  a s  long  a s  th e  M ongols w ith d rew  

th e ir  fo rces, th e  So n g  g o v e rn m e n t w o u ld  b e  ready  to  s u b m it  to  

th e  M ongols a n d  p ay  tr ib u te  in  silver a n d  silk . W ith  h is  a tta c k  in 

full sw ing . K ublai re jected  th e  ceasefire  o ffer. At th is  tim e. Kublai 

rece ived  a c o n f id e n tia l  le tte r  f ro m  h is  w ife  in  th e  n o rth , w h ic h  

s a id  th a t  so m e  M ongol a r is to c ra ts  w e re  g ro o m in g  h is  y o u n g e r 

b ro th er, Arik Hoke, to  b e  th e  n ex t great K han. In  h is  ru sh  to  re tu rn  

to  c o n te n d  fo r th e  th ro n e , K ublai ag reed  to  J ia  S idao 's  o ffe r  a n d  

sig n ed  it secre t pact w ith  h im . J ia  Sidao p rom ised  to  ced e  territo ry  

n o rth  o f  th e  river to  th e  M ongols, a n d  to  pay  a n  a n n u a l tr ib u te  o f

200.000 tae ls  o f  s ilv e r a n d  200.000 b o lts  o f  s ilk . K ublai h u rried ly  

left w ith  h is  tro o p s a f te r  s e c u rin g  th is  prom ise.

Back in  Lin'an. J ia  S idao  d id  a  good jo b  o f  co n cea lin g  th e  fact 

th a t  h e  h a d  m ade  a n  u n a u th o riz e d  p a c t w ith  th e  M ongols. W ith 

so m e  M ongol p riso n e rs  o f  w a r in  h is  c u s to d y , h e  bragged ab o u t 

th e  b r i l l ia n t  v ic to r ie s  o f  th e  So n g  a rm y , w h ic h  n o t  o n ly  d ro v e  

a w ay  th e  M ongol t ro o p s  a t ta c k in g  E zhou . b u t  m o p p e d  u p  a ll 

re m n a n t p o c k e ts  o l re s is ta n c e  a long  th e  Yangtze.

C onvinced by th e  w ho p p in g  l ie so l J ia  S idao th a t  h e  had  m ade 

a n  o u ts ta n d in g  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  w a r e ffo r t. E m pero r Lizong 

is su e d  a n  e d ic t  p ra is in g  h im  fo r h is  c o u rag e  a n d  h is  ex ce llen t 

p e rfo rm an ce  a s  co m m an d er. Im m ediate ly , h e  p ro m o ted  h im  and
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gave h im  a  raise.

A fte r  r e tu rn in g  to  th e  n o rth , w ith  th e  su p p o rt o f  a  m ajo rity  

o f  th e  M o n g o l n o b le m e n  K u b la i b e c a m e  th e  G re a t K h a n . 

R em em bering  th e  p ac t h e  sig n ed  w ith  J ia  S idao in Ezhou. h e  sen t 

h is  e m issa ry  H ao  J in g  to  th e  S o u th e rn  Song D ynasty  to  d em an d  

th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  te rm s  o f  th e  ag reem en t.

W h en  H ao  J in g  a rriv ed  in  Z h en z h o u  (m o d ern -d ay  Y izheng. 

J ia n g su  Province), he se n t h is  d e p u ty  w ith  a  le t te r  to  J ia  Sidao. 

U pon lea rn in g  th a t  H ao  J in g  w as c o m in g  to  Lin 'an. J ia  S idao  s e n t 

h is  peop le  to  Z h en zh o u  to  lock u p  H ao Jing . fo r fear th a t  h is  w eb  

o f  lies w o u ld  now  unravel. K ublai K han w a s  fu rio u s a t  th e  perfidy  

o f  J ia  S id ao , b u t h e  w as  in  a p o w e r s tru g g le  w ith  h is  y o u n g e r 

b ro th e r  A rik Boke. a n d  h a d  to  d e v o te  a ll h is  e n erg ies  to  d ea lin g  

w ith  h im . T h e  p ro b lem  w ith  th e  S o u th ern  Song D ynasty  w a s  pu t 

o n  th e  b ack  b u rn ers .

By w eav in g  a  w eb  o f  d ece it. J ia  S idao  w a s  ab le  to  c lin g  to  h is 

p o s t o f  C h ie f M in ister for m ore  th a n  a  decad e. A fter t h e  d e a th  o f  

E m peror Lizong. C row n Prince Z h ao  Qi su cceed ed  h im  a s  E m peror 

D uzong. E m peror D uzong a p p o in ted  J ia  S idao a s  G rand  Preceptor, 

a n d  con ferred  o n  h im  th e  t itle  o f Duke o f  W ei. J ia  S idao  w as  now  

a t  th e  z en ith  o f  h is  career. He p re ten d ed  th a t he  d esired  to  retire. 

A t th e  sam e  tim e , h e  h a d  h is  su p p o rte rs  p u t o u t ru m o rs a b o u t a n  

im m in e n t  a t t a c k  b y  th e  M o n g o ls . T h is  c a u s e d  th e  n e w ly  

e n th ro n e d  E m pero r D uzong  to  beg  h im  to  s ta y  in  g o v e rn m e n t. 

H is  p o litica l fo r tu n e s  k e p t r is in g  a s  a re su lt. E m p ero r D uzong  

h a d  a  su m p tu o u s  v illa  b u ilt  fo r  J ia 's  e x c lu s iv e  u se  in  th e  G eling 

H ills overlook ing  W est Like, w h e re  J ia  Sidao in d u lg ed  in  a  lilc  of 

p lea su re . O ffic ia ls  h a d  to  trav e l th e re  to  c o n su lt  h im  a n d  seek  

in s tru c tio n s  o n  a ffa irs  o f  s ta te .
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A fter d e fe a tin g  A rik Boke a n d  re s to r in g  th e  s ta b il i ty  o f  h is  

g o v e rn m e n t. K u b la i p ro c la im e d  h im s e lf  E m p e ro r in  1271 AD, 

g iv in g  th e  n ew  d y n a s ty  th e  n a m e  Y uan, a n d  h im s e lf  th e  t it le  o f  

E m peror Shizu .

O n  t h e  p r e te x t  o f  t h e  S o u th e r n  S o n g  D y n a s ty 's  n o n -  

c o m p lia n c e  w i th  th e  p e a c e  t r e a ty ,  E m p e ro r  S h iz u  s e n t  h is  

g en era ls  Liu Z h en g  a n d  A sh u  o n  a  c am p a ig n  a g a in s t X iangyang. 

d e f e a t in g  th e  S o n g  a rm y  in  b a t t l e  a f te r  b a t t le .  T h e  s ie g e  o f  

X iangyang  la s te d  fo r five  y ears. J ia  S idao  k e p t E m peror D uzong 

in  th e  d a rk  a b o u t  th e  s i tu a t io n  o n  th e  X iangyang  fro n t. W hen  

a n  o ffic ia l su b m itte d  a m em o ria l in fo rm in g  th e  E m pero r o f  th e  

c r i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  i t  w a s  i n t e r c e p t e d  b y  J i a  S id a o .  w h o  

im m e d ia te ly  h a d  th e  o ffic ia l fired .

O n e  d a y  J ia  S idao  w a s  a sk e d  by E m peror D uzong d u rin g  th e  

d a ily  a u d ie n ce . "I've h ea rd  th a t  X iangyang h a s  b e en  in  a siege by 

th e  M ongols fo r several y ea rs  now . W hat sh o u ld  b e  done?"

Jia  S idao  sa id  w ith  fe igned  su rp rise . "The M ongols h a v e  been  

b ea ten  back  by u s  y ears ago. W here  d id  H is M ajesty get th a t k ind  

o f  news?"

E m peror D uzong said, "1 j u s t  h ea rd  it from  a  m aid-in-w aiting ."

A fter th e  a u d ie n c e  w a s  over. J ia  S idao  fo u n d  o u t th e  id en tity  

o f th e  m aid  w h o  leaked  o u t th e  n ew s, a n d  h a d  h e r  k illed  o n  som e 

tru m p e d -u p  charge. From  th e n  o n  E m peror D uzong w o u ld  never 

again  h e a r  a n y  n e w s a b o u t M ongol a tta ck s .

T h e  situ a tio n  in X iangyang w as g e ttin g  increasing ly  u n ten ab le  

u n d e r  th e  o ffen siv es o f  th e  M ongols. H ow ever, J ia  S idao  in su la ted  

h im s e lf  from  th e  c ris is  in  h is  villa o n  G eling H ills. O nce, a  tru s ted  

a id e  fo u n d  h im  o n  h is  h a u n c h e s  w a tc h in g  c r ic k e ts  fig h t in  th e  

c o m p a n y  o f  m aid s. T h e  o ffic ia l tap p e d  o n  J ia  S id a o 's  sh o u ld e r
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a n d  asked , "Is th is  a n  im p o rta n t a ffa ir  o f  s ta te r"  Engrossed in th e  

gam e J ia  S idao  to o k  n o  n o tic e  o f  th e  rem ark.

W h en  X iangyang  fina lly  fell to  th e  M ongols, th e  e v e n t  s e n t  

sh o ck  w av es th ro u g h  th e  S o u th e rn  Song g o v ern m en t. No longer 

ab le  to  k eep  th e  lid  o n  th e  s itu a tio n . J ia  S idao  b lam ed  th e  w hole  

th in g  o n  th e  c o m m a n d e rs  lead in g  th e  d e fe n se  o f  X iangyang. a n d  

fired  th em .

W itn e ss in g  th e  c o rru p tio n  a n d  ro t te n  s ta te  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  

S o n g  g o v e rn m e n t, E m p ero r S h izu  o f  Y uan  d e c id e d  to  p re ss  h is  

m ilita ry  a d v an tag e  a n d  o v e rth ro w  it. H e s e n t  h is  C h ie f  M in ister 

Boy a n  w ith  200,000 tro o p s  to  a tta c k  E zhou  fro m  th e  w e s t  a n d  

Y ang zh o u  fro m  th e  e a s t

By th is  tim e. E m peror D uzong h a d  d ied , a n d  J ia  S id ao  se t  up  

th e  fo u r-y ea r-o ld  Z h ao  X ian a s  E m pero r. A fte r  ta k in g  Ezhou, 

Boyan's a rm y  m oved e as t a long  th e  river to  a tta ck  l in 'a n . J ia  S idao 

led  70.000 Song tro o p s  to  d e fen d  W u h u . w h ile  a t  th e  sam e  tim e  

sen d in g  envoys to  th e  Y uan c am p  to  su e  fo r peace. Boyan snu b b ed  

th e  peace o v ertu res  a n d  o rd ered  th e  Y uan a n n y  to  lau n ch  a ttack s  

a long  b o th  b a n k s  o f  th e  Y angtze. T h e  Song re s is tan c e  cru m b led  

o n  all f ro n ts  a n d  J ia  S idao  fled  b ack  to  Y angzhou. T h e  S o u th ern  

Song D y nasty 's  fa te  w as n o w  sea led .
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II T iim x liiiig  Roil

24. Wen Tianxiang 

Raises an Army

T h e  Y u an  a rm y  c o n tin u e d  i ts  t r iu m p h a n t  m arc h  a n d  w a s  

g e ttin g  c lo ser a n d  c lo se r to  Lin 'an. Four-year-old Z h ao  X ian w as 

th e  n o m in a l  E m p e ro r . A f te r  c o n s u l t in g  th e  m in is te r s ,  h i s  

g ra n d m o th e r, E m press D ow ager Xie, ru sh e d  o u t a n  e d ic t  calling  

o n  th e  m ilita ry  c o m m a n d e rs  o f  v a r io u s  re g io n s  to  c o m e  to  th e  

rescu e  o f  th e  govern m en t. T h e  ed ic t e lic ited  little  response  except 

fro m  W en T ianxiang , th e  governor o f  G anzhou . a n d  Z hang  Shijie. 

th e  g e n e ra l  d e fe n d in g  C h e n g z h o u  (m o d e rn -d a y  Z h o n g x ia n g . 

H u b e i Province), w h o  im m ed ia te ly  m obilized  th e ir  troops.

W en  T ia n x ia n g , a  w e ll-k n o w n  n a tio n a l  h e ro  in  C h in e se  

h is to ry , w a s  b o rn  in  L uling  o f  J izh o u  (m o d ern -d ay  J i 'a n , Jian g x i 

P ro v in ce). S in c e  a  c h ild ,  h e  e n jo y e d  re a d in g  b io g ra p h ie s  o f  

p a tr io t ic  s ta te s m e n  a n d  h e ro e s  w h o  gav e  th e i r  liv e s  fo r  th e  

co u n try , a n d  w as d e te rm in e d  to  e m u la te  th e ir  exam ple. W hen  a t 

th e  age  o f  tw e n ty  h e  to o k  th e  c o u r t-a d m in is te re d  c iv il se rv ice  

e x a m  in  L in 'an . h e  so  im p re ssed  th e  p re s id in g  e x a m in e rs  w ith  

h is  e ssay  o n  w ay s to  pu ll th e  c o u n try  o u t o f  its c u rre n t c ris is  that 

h e  w on to p  h o n o rs.

So o n  a f te r  e n te r in g  p u b lic  serv ice  a t  th e  level o f  th e  c en tra l 

g o v e rn m en t. W en T ian x ian g  d iscovered  th a t  J ia  S idao  a n d  m any  

pow erful e u n u c h s  h a d  a cynical d isregard  for th e  well being  o f  th e  

c o u n try  a n d  th e  people. At th e  tim e  o f  a  Mongol cam paign  against 

th e  S o u th e rn  Song D ynasty . D ong S o n g c h e n , a  e u n u c h , u rged

2 5 7
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Em peror Lizong o f  Song to  flee Lin'an. W en T ianx iang  im m ediately  

w ro te  a  m em o ria l ca llin g  for ih e  e x ec u tio n  o f  Dong S ong ch en  to  

p reven t p u b lic  panic . T h is  adv ice  cau sed  h im  to  b e  s tripped  o f  his 

office. He even tually  re tu rn ed  to  Lin'an in  a  p o st w ritin g  sp eeches 

d ra f t in g  e d ic ts  fo r th e  Em peror, b u t  h e  m an ag ed  to  s te p  o n  th e  

to es  o f  J ia  Sidao a n d  w a s  forced in to  re tirem en t a t th e  age o l 37. It 

w as n o t u n til th e  S o u th ern  Song D ynasty  w a s  in  im m in e n t danger 

o f  fo u n d erin g  th a t h e  w as  sen t to  Jiangx i a s  governor o f  G anzhou.

S hortly  a f te r  receiv ing  th e  e d ic t calling  h im  back  in to  service. 

W en T ian x ian g  recru ited  30.000 m en  w ith  th e  in te n tio n  o f  racing  

to  L in 'an. S o m e  a d v ise d  a g a in s t  th e  idea: T h e  Y uan  a rm y  h a s  

p en etra ted  d e ep  in to  Song territo ry  ag a in st c ru m b lin g  resistance. 

I f  you  try  to  s to p  d ie m  w ith  y o u r h a s tily  fo rm ed  u n it, you  w ill be 

sen d in g  a flock o f  sh e e p  in to  th e  ja w s  o f  tigers. W hy d o  you w an t 

to  d o  so m e th in g  th a t’s  d o o m ed  to  fail?"

W en T ia n x ian g  rep lied  calm ly , "I a m  a w are  o f  th aL  But I am  

pain ed  to  th in k  th a t  a f te r  y ears in  th e  pay  o f  th e  g overn m en t, no t 

o n e  o f f ic e r  o r  so ld ie r  is  n o w  w illin g  to  c o m e  to  th e  a id  o f th e  

g o v ern m en t a t  a  tim e  o f  crisis . I am  fully a w are  o f  m y lim ita tions, 

b u t I’m  ready  to  d ie  fo r m y c o u n try . I ho p e  th a t  by  d o in g  so  I will 

in sp ire  a n d  m obilize  m y p a tr io tic  c o u n try m en . T h e  c o u n try  h as 

a  d ia n c e  of b e in g  sav ed  on ly  w h en  th e re  is  a  general m obilization  

o f  th e  m asses."

O v erco m in g  a ll h u rd le s , W en T ia n x ian g  fina lly  b ro u g h t h is  

a rm y  to  L in 'an. C hen  Y izhong , th e  C h ie f  M in iste r, s e n t  h im  to  

P ing jiang  (m o d ern -d ay  S uzhou . J ia n g su  Province) to  o v e rsee  th e  

d e fen ses there . At th is  tim e, th e  Y uan  arm y c o m m an d ed  by Boyan 

h a d  a lready  c ro ssed  th e  Y angtze a n d  w as  m arch in g  o n  Lin'an on  

th re e  fro n ts . T h e  Y uan  tro o p s  th a t  h a d  left J ia n k a n g  a n d  h a d  by

2
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r ia n x ia n i’ Rai:

now  m arch ed  passed  Pingjiang. th rea te n in g  D usong Pass (m odern- 

d a y  Y u h a n g , Z h e jia n g  P rov ince). C h en  Y iz h o n g  o rd e re d  W en 

T ia n x ian g  to  pu ll h is  tro o p s  back  to  d e fen d  th e  Pass. H ow ever. 

W en T ia n x ian g  h a d  b a re ly  le f t P ing jiang  w h e n  D usong  Pass fell 

to  th e  Y uan  troops. T h en  by th e  tim e  he tu rn e d  a ro u n d  to  re tu rn  

to  Pingjiang. P ing jiang  h a d  a lso  fallen.

W en T ian x ian g  re tu rn e d  to  Lin 'an. w h ere  h e  h a d  a  d iscu ssio n  

w ith  G eneral Z h an g  Sh ijie  from  C hengzhou . T ogether th ey  urged 

th e  c e n tra l  g o v e rn m e n t to  c o n c e n tra te  i ts  fo rce s  in  a d ec is iv e  

b a ttle  w ith  th e  Y uan arm y. H ow ever, th e  sp in e le ss  C hen Y izhong 

w o u ld  h e a r  n o n e  o f  it.

By t h i s  t im e , B o y an 's  a rm y  h a d  c o m e  to  M o u n t G a o lin g  

(n o rth ea s t o f  m o d ern -d ay  H angzhou), w ith in  fifteen  k ilo m e te rs  

o f  L in 'an . T h e  sp in e le s s  m in is te rs , in c lu d in g  Liu M engyan . (h e  

C h ie f  M in ister, h a d  all d e se r te d  th e  co u rt. In  a p an ic . E m press 

D ow ager Xie a n d  C h en  Y izh o n g  h a s te n e d  to  se n d  a n  o ffic ia l to  

B oyan w ith  th e  im p e ria l seal a n d  a n  o f fe r  to  su rre n d e r . Boyan 

in s is te d  o n  n e g o tia tin g  w ith  th e  Song C hief M in is te r in  p e rso n , 

b u t C hen  Y izhong  fled so u th  fo r fear th a t  o n ce  in  th e  Y uan cam p 

h e  w o u ld  b e  d e ta in e d .  In im ic a l  to  th e  id e a  o f  s u r re n d e r in g . 

G eneral Z h an g  Sh ijie  se t o u t  to  sea  w ith  h is  Iroops.

E m press Dowager Xie w as  left n o  cho ice  b u t  to  a n n o u n c e  th e  

rep lacem en t o f  C hen  Y izhong  by  W en T ian x ian g  as C h ief M inister, 

a n d  lo  se n d  h im  to  n e g o tia te  th e  s u r re n d e r  w i th  Boyan. W en 

T ianxiang  agreed to  go to  th e  Y uan cam p, b u t h a d  h is  o w n  agenda. 

W h en  h e  to o k  h is  c o -m in is te rs  W u  J ia n  a n d  J ia  Y uqing to  m ee t 

w i th  B o y an . h e  m e n t i o n e d  n o t  a  w o r d  a b o u t  p e a c e  b u t  

re p ro a c h fu lly  ask ed  Boyan. “Do y o u  h a v e  g oo d  w ill to w a rd  my 

c o u n try  o r  a rc  you  b e n t  o n  e x tin g u ish in g  th e  Song?"
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Boyan sa id . "My E m peror is very c le a r a b o u t  th is . W e a re  n o t 

o u t  to  e x tin g u ish  th e  Song."

W en T ia n x ia n g  sa id . "In th a t  case, p lea se  im m e d ia te ly  pull 

b ack  y o u r  tro o p s  to  P ingjiang o r  J iax in g . I f  you  in s is t  o n  w ip in g  

th e  S ong o f f  th e  m ap. th e  peo p le  in  th e  s o u th  a n d  th e  Song arm y 

w ill fig h t you  to  th e  b i t te r  e n d . a n d  you w ill reap  th e  b i tte r  fruit."

Boyan's face d a rk en ed . He sa id  in  a  th re a te n in g  to n e . "If you 

d o n 't  su b m it im m ed ia te ly , you 'll suffer."

W en T ia n x ia n g  r ip o s te d  in d ig n a n tly . "As C h ie f  M in is te r  o f  

th e  So n g  D ynasty , I a m  fu lly  p re p are d  to  d ie  for m y c o u n try  in 

th is  tim e  o f  c ris is . I am  n o t a fra id  o f  go ing  th ro u g h  a  m o u n ta in  

o l sw o rd s o r  a  sea  o f  flam es."

B oyan's b lu s te r  w a s  d e fla ted  by  th e  Ixrom ing vo ice  a n d  sh a rp  

w o rd s  o f  W en T ian x ian g . T h e  Y uan c o m m a n d e rs  p re sen t in  th e  

m ee tin g  w ere  v isib ly  d isco n ce rted .

Al te r  th e  m ee tin g  Boyan gave o rd ers  to  sen d  th e  o th e r  envoys 

b ack  to  L in 'an  to  c o n s u l t  E m p ress D ow ager Xie w h ile  k e ep in g  

W en T ia n x ian g  in  th e  Y uan  cam p. R ealizing  th e  s in is te r  in te n t  

b e h in d  th is  a r ra n g e m e n t, W en T ia n x ia n g  p ro te s te d  to  Boyan. 

Boyan sa id , fe ig n in g  u n co n ce rn . "D on't be  so  u p s e t  W e need  you 

h e re  to  n eg o tia te  th e  peace  treaty."

W u J ia n  a n d  J ia  Y u q in g  re tu rn e d  to  Lin'an to  b r ie f  E m press 

D ow ager Xie o n  W en T ia n x ian g 's  re fu sa l to  su rre n d e r . Eager to  

su rren d er. E m press D ow ager Xie a p p o in te d  J ia  Y uqing to  replace 

W en T ia n x ia n g  a s  C h ie f  M in is te r , a n d  lo  c a r ry  th e  s u r re n d e r  

o f fe r  to  t h e  Y u an  c am p . A fte r  re c e iv in g  th e  s u r r e n d e r  o ffe r . 

Boyan in v ite d  W en T ia n x ian g  to  h is  t e n t  a n d  to ld  h im  th e  Song
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c o u r t  h a d  s e n  I a n o th e r  e n v o y  w ith  a  s u r r e n d e r  o f fe r . W en 

T ia n x ia n g  gav e  J ia  Y u q in g  a  se v e re  c h id in g , b u t  th e  s u rre n d e r  

w a s  a  fo reg o n e  c o n c lu s io n .

In  1276 AD. B oyan to o k  c o n tro l  o f  L in 'an  w ith  h i s  a rm y . 

E m press D ow ager Xie a n d  Z h ao  X ian w e n t o u t o f  th e  p a la ce  to  

fo rm ally  s u r re n d e r  to  th e  Y u an . Z h ao  X ian  d e p a r te d  fo r D adu 

(m odern-day  Beijing) a s  a p riso n er, as d id  W en T ianx iang . Escape 

w as  c o n s ta n tly  o n  h is  m in d  a s  th e  co n v o y  m ad e  its  w ay  to w ard  

D adu . W h en  th e  co n v o y  a rriv e d  n e a r  Z h en jian g , h e  a n d  a few  

fo llo w e rs  b ro k e  free  f ro m  th e  Y u an  c a m p  in  a  m o m e n t o f  lax 

su rv e illan ce , a n d  f led  to  Z h en z h o u  o n  a  sm a ll boa t.

M iao Z aich en g . th e  c o m m a n d e r  d e fe n d in g  Z h en z h o u . w a s  

d e lig h ted  by  W en T ian x ian g 's  a rrival a n d  o p en ed  th e  c ity  g a te  to  

w e lc o m e  h is  p a r ty . W h en  M iao Z a ic h e n g  le a rn e d  fro m  W en 

T ia n x ian g  th a t  L in 'an h a d  fa llen , h e  e x p re sse d  h is  re a d in e s s  to  

jo in  W en T ian x ian g  in  reg roup ing  th e  fo rces e as t a n d  w e s t o f th e  

H u a i River to  repel th e  Y u an  invaders.

W en T ia n x ian g  w a s  ex c ited  by th is  d ev elo p m en t, b u t  in  th e  

m e a n tim e  Li T ingzhi. th e  S o n g  general d e fen d in g  Y angzhou. w as 

led  b y  ru m o r to  b e liev e  W en T ia n x ian g  h a d  su rre n d e re d  to  th e  

Y uan  a n d  w as  a  sp y  s e n t  by  th e  Y uan  a rm y  to  Z h en z h o u . He 

o rdered  M iao Z aicheng  to  ex ec u te  W en T ianxiang. M iao Z aicheng  

d id  n o t  b e lie v e  th e  d a m a g in g  s to ry  a b o u t  W en  T ia n x ia n g . 

H ow ever, o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  h e  c o u ld  n o t  very  w ell d iso b ey  th e  

o rd e rs  o f  h is  su p e rio r Li T ingzh i. H e lu red  W en T ian x ian g  o u t o f 

Z h e n z h o u . a n d  a sk e d  h im  to  le a v e  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s ib le  a f te r  

sh o w in g  h im  th e  o rd e r  fro m  Y angzhou.
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W en T ia n x ian g  h a d  n o  a lte rn a tiv e  b u t  to  ta k e  h is  fo llow ers 

w itli h im  to  Y an g zh o u  o v e rn ig h t. T h e  p a rty  re ac h ed  o n e  of th e  

g a te s  o f  Y ang zh o u  b e fo re  d ay b reak  th e  n e x t d a y  a n d  w a ited  for 

th e  g a te  to  op en . W en T ia n x ian g  lea rn ed  fro m  th e  c o n v ersa tio n  

a m o n g  o th e r  p e o p le  w a itin g  fo r th e  g a te  to  o p e n  th a t  a  rew ard  

w a s  o ffe re d  in  Y ang zh o u  fo r h i s  a r re s t .  T h is  m e a n t Y angzhou  

w a s  o u t o f  th e  q u e s tio n  fo r th em .

W en T ia n x ia n g 's  p a rty  o f  tw e lv e  c h a n g e d  th e ir  n a m e s  a n d  

a ssu m e d  d isg u ise s  to  e scap e  d e te c tio n  a n d  a rre st. T h ey  trave led  

e a s t  o n  re la tiv e ly  d e se r te d  ro ad s  in  a n  a tte m p t to  ge t to  th e  sea  

a n d  fin d  a b o a t to  tak e  th e m  so u th . T h ey  ran  in to  a  Y u an  cavalry 

d e ta c h m e n t  o n  th e i r  j o u r n e y  a n d  h id  b e h in d  a n  e a r th w o rk . 

T rav e lin g  by d a y  a n d  re s tin g  b y  n ig h t  th ro u g h  m a n y  d iff ic u lt  

c ircu m stan ces . W en T ian x ian g ’s  pa rty  finally  w ere ab le  to  o b ta in  

h e lp  fro m  so m e  p e a sa n ts , a n d  g e t o n  a  b o a t  th a t  to o k  th e m  to  

W enzhou . T here , h e  learned  th a t Z h an g  Sh ijie  a n d  C hen  Y izhong 

h a d  se t  u p  a  n ew  e m p ero r in  Fuzhou, so  h e  d e c id ed  to  go  there .
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25- Z hang  Shijie D efends 

Y ash an  to  th e  D eath

H ow  d id  Z h an g  Sh ijie  a n d  C hen  Y izhong  e n d  u p  in  Fuzhou? 

A fter th e  c a p tu re  o f  Lin'an by  th e  Y uan  a rm y, a n d  th e  rem oval o f  

th e  ch ild -em pero r Z hao Xian a s  p riso n e r to  D adu. h is  tw o  bro thers , 

th e  9-year-old Z hao Shi a n d  th e  6-year-old Z hao Bing w ere  escorted  

b y  royal fam ily  m em b ers a n d  th e  m in is te r  Lu X iufu to  th e  safety  

o f  Fuzhou. Lu X iufu th e n  s e n t fo r Z h an g  Shijie  a n d  C hen  Yizhong. 

A fte r  c o n su lta tio n  a m o n g  th e  th re e  m in is te rs , it w a s  d e c id ed  to  

s e t  u p  Z hao Xia a s  th e  n ew  E m p ero r to  c o n tin u e  th e  re s is tan c e  

a g a in s t th e  Y uan in  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  Song D ynasty.

A fter lea rn in g  o f  th is  d eve lo p m en t. W en T ian x ian g  sa w  a  ray 

o f  h o p e  fo r th e  re s to ra t io n  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  So n g  D ynasty . He 

im m ed ia te ly  w e n t to  F uzhou , w h e re  h e  b ecam e M ilitary  A ffairs 

C o m m iss io n e r  in  th e  n ew  g o v e rn m e n t. H e  p ro p o se d  to  C hen  

Y iz h o n g  th e  id e a  o f  re c o v e r in g  te r r i to ry  in  th e  J ia n g s u  a n d  

Z hejiang  a rea  by  a ttack in g  th e  Y uan  a rm y  fro m  th e  sea. b u t C hen 

d isag reed  w ith  th e  idea , d e em in g  it to o  risky.

W en T ia n x ian g  h a d  to  f in d  a n o th e r  w ay. H e e s ta b lish e d  an 

a rea  c o m m a n d  in  N a n jia n z h o u  I m o d e rn -d a y  N an p in g , F u jian  

P ro v in ce), w h e re  h e  s ta r te d  r e c r u i t in g  in  p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  a 

c am p aig n  to  recover lo s t territo ry . T h e  n ex t year, W en T ian x ian g  

m arch ed  h is  iro o p s in to  Jiangx i a n d . w ith  th e  allied  m ilitias, w on  

a  s trin g  o f  v icto ries a gainst th e  Y uan a n n y , tak in g  back  H u ich an g  

a n d  n u m e ro u s  o th e r  c o u n ty  sea ts .
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A t tii i it  t im e , ii Y u an  a rm y  h a d  m a rc h e d  s o u th  to  a t ta c k  

F u zh o u , d e fe a tin g  th e  S o n g  tro o p s  in  b a tt le  a f te r  b a ttle . C hen  

Y izhong  gave u p  h o p e  o n  re s to r in g  th e  S o u th e rn  So n g  D ynasty  

a n d  fled  by  th e  sea. Z h an g  S h ijie  a n d  Lu X iufu . w ith  Z hao Xia in  

th e ir  p ro tec tio n , bo ard ed  a n  ocean-go ing  sh ip  to  G uangdong. T he 

s h ip  n e a rly  c ap s iz ed  in  a  su d d e n  cy c lo n e , a n d  th e  y o u n g  Z h ao  

Xia, trau m a tize d  by  th e  ex perience , fell ill a n d  so o n  d ied .

Still a t  sea, Z h an g  Shijie  a n d  Lu X iufu se t u p  Z h ao  Bing as th e  

Em peror, a n d  took  th e ir  naval flee t to  Y ashan  (so u th  o f  m odern- 

day  X inhu i. G uang d o n g  Province).

Z h an g  H o n g fa n . a  Y uan  g en era l, sa id  to  E m p ero r S h iz u  o f  

Y uan  in  a  b rie fin g , " i f  th e  ru m p  Song c o u rt in  th e  s o u th  is  no t 

q u ick ly  q u a sh e d , it m ig h t a ttra c t  a  larger fo llo w in g  a m o n g  th e  

Song people." E m peror Shizu  o f  Y uan  sen t a n  e lite  force  o f  20.000. 

w ith  Z hang  H ongfan  as co m m an d er a n d  Li H en g  as dep u ty , so u th  

by  b o th  la n d  a n d  sea.

Z h an g  H o n g fan  firs t s e n t  a  fo rce  to  a tta c k  C haozhou . w h ich  

w as d e fe n d e d  b y  W en T ian x ian g . O u tn u m b ere d . W en  T ian x ian g  

w a s  c o m p e lle d  to  re tre a t  to  a  m o u n ta in  in H aifen g . w h e re  h e  

w as su rp r ise d  by  th e  Y uan  a rm y  a n d  tak en  prisoner.

W hen Yuan so ld iers  look  W en T ian x ian g  to  th e  te n t o f  Z hang  

H o n g fa n , Z h a n g  H o n g fa n  h a n d le d  h im  w ith  k id  g lo v e s  a n d  

feigned so lic itude. H e o rd ered  W en  T ian x ian g  u n tie d  a n d  let h im  

s tay  w ith  h im  in h is  ten t. At th e  sam e  tim e, h e  o rd e re d  h is  naval 

tro o p s  to  sa il to w ard  Y ashan .

W hen th e  Yuan troops reached  Y ashan, Z haong  H ongfan  sen t 

a n  em issary  to  Z h an g  Shijie  u rg ing  h im  to  su rrender. Z hang  Shijie 

sa id . "I k n o w  th a t  by  su rre n d e r in g  to  th e  Y uan a rm y , I c an  no t 

o n ly  b e  sp a red  m y life  b u t w ill b e  rich ly  rew ard ed . But Vd ra th e r
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d ie  th a n  b e tra y  m y  country ."

Z h an g  H ongfan  k n ew  o f  Z h an g  S h ijie 's  a d m ira tio n  fo r W en 

T ianxiang. so  h e  W en T ian x ian g  to  w rite  Z hang  Shijie  u rg in g  h im  

to  su rren d er. W en T ian x ian g  sa id  w itli a  sn o rt, "I a lread y  deep ly  

reg re t n o t b e in g  a b le  to  h e lp  m y m o th e rlan d . Do you  ex p ec t m e 

to  e n co u rag e  o th e rs  to  b e tray  it?"

Z hang  H ongfan  h a d  in k  a n d  b ru sh  b ro u g h t in  a n d  forced  h im  

to  w r i te  a  le t te r .  T ak in g  th e  b ru sh , W en T ia n x ia n g  w ro te  th e  

fo llow ing  line  w ith o u t  p au sin g  to  th in k .

M an is  m o rta l to  b e  su re , a  p u re  h e a r t  w o u ld  lo n g er endure!

T h is  l in e  w a s  p a r t  o f  a p o e m  p re v io u s ly  w r i t te n  by  W en 

T ia n x ian g  w h en  h e  w a s  trav e lin g  o n  th e  L ingding  Sea.

W h en  a  so ld ie r  b ro u g h t th e  sh e e t  o f  p a p e r  w ith  th e  lin e  o f  

v erse  to  Z h an g  H ongfan . h e  c o u ld  on ly  sm ile  w ryly. R ealizing he  

w a s  n o t  g o in g  to  ge t th e  d e f e n d in g  g e n e ra l to  s u r re n d e r ,  h e  

re su m ed  h is  s tro n g  o ffensive .

Y a sh a n  w a s  s tra te g ica lly  s i tu a te d  in  a  b a y  in  S o u th  C h ina, 

w ith  a  m o u n ta in  o v erlo o k in g  th e  sea. Z h an g  S h ijie  p laced  m ore 

th a n  1,000 b o a ts  nex t to  each  o th e r  in  a  stra ig h t line, tie d  to g eth e r 

w ith  ropes a n d  s u rro u n d e d  by d efen siv e  su p e rs tru c tu re s . H e w as 

d igging in  for a  b a ttle  to  th e  d e a th  w ith  th e  Y u an  arm y. T h e  Yuan 

tro o p s  lau n c h ed  a  fire  a tta c k  by  se n d in g  to w ard  th e  Song tro o p s 

sm all b o a ts  lo ad ed  w ith  d ry  s traw  d o u sed  w ith  k e ro sen e  a n d  se t 

aflam e. T h e  w in d  w as  u n favorab le  to  th e  Song arm y. Z hang  Shijie 

h a d  b e e n  p re p a re d  fo r  th is : by  d a u b in g  h is  sh ip s  w ith  a th ic k  

c o a t o f w et m u d  a n d  eq u ip p in g  th em  w ith  long  w o o d en  poles, he  

w as ab le  lo  k eep  th e  f ireb o a ts  a t  bay.
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H is  f ire  a t t a c k  h a v in g  fa ile d .  Z h a n g  H o n g fa n  s ta r te d  a 

b lockade  w itli a  flotilla, c u ttin g  o f f  Z hang  Shijie 's co m m u n ica tio n  

w ith  th e  sh o re . T h e  Song tro o p s  w e re  red u ced  to  e a tin g  ra tio n s  

o f  d ry  food  a n d  d r in k in g  from  th e  sea. T h e  b riny , b itte r  seaw ate r 

c a u s e d  v o m itin g  a m o n g  th e  so ld ie rs . In  th e  m e a n tim e . Z h an g  

H o ngfan  in te n s if ied  h is  o ffen siv e . T h e  Song tro o p s  fo u g h t back  

v a lian tly , re su ltin g  in  a  sta lem ate .

At th is  tim e , th e  d e p u ty  c o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  Y u an  a rm y . Li 

H eng. led  h is  tro o p s  fro m  G uan g zh o u  to  jo in  fo rces w ith  Z h an g  

H o n g fa n  in  Y a s h a n .  W ith  r e in f o r c e m e n ts .  Z h a n g  H o n g fa n  

re n e w e d  h is  o f fe n s iv e .  H e  a t ta c k e d  th e  S o n g  a rm y  o n  fo u r  

fro n ts , s u r ro u n d in g  it. A t low  tide , t h e  Y uan  a rm y  a tta ck e d  from  

th e  n o rth : a t  h ig h  tid e , i t  a tta c k e d  w ith  th e  in co m in g  t id e  from  

th e  so u th .

T h e  Song tro o p s  w ere  reeling  from  th e  tw o  p ro n g ed  a tta ck s  

w h en  th e y  h ea rd  m u sic  c o m in g  from  Z h an g  H o n g fan 's  sh ip . T he 

S o n g  tro o p s, b e liev in g  d ie  Y uan  g en era l w a s  h o s t in g  a  ban q u et, 

se ize d  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  g e t so m e  re s t. H o w ev er, th e  m u s ic  

tu rn e d  o u t to  b e  a  signal fo r a n  a ll-ou t o ffensive . At th e  so u n d  o f  

th e  m u sic  Z hang  H ongfan 's sh ip  led  th e  charge a n d  a rro w s ra ined  

o n  th e  So n g  sh ip s . By u n le a sh in g  a  b a rrag e  o f  a rro w s, th e  Y uan 

troops succeeded  in  se izing  seven  Song b a ttlesh ip s . All Y uan u n its  

w e re  p i tc h e d  in to  th e  f ie rc e  o f fe n s iv e .  F rom  m o rn in g  u n til  

ev en in g , th e  s e a  a t Y a sh a n  w as  a  sc e n e  o f  b illo w in g  w av es a n d  

e a r-sp littin g  b a tt le  cries.

Z h an g  S h ijie  w a s  d ire c tin g  th e  b a tt le  w h e n  h e  c a u g h t s ig h t 

o f  a  Song s h ip  lo w erin g  i ts  flag  a n d  c ea s in g  i ts  fig h tin g . As o n e  

Song s h ip  a f te r  a n o th e r  d id  th e  sam e. Z h an g  Sh ijie  realized  th e

2
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b a ttle  w a s  over. H e  im m ed ia te ly  d ep lo y ed  h is  b e s t  tro o p s  to  th e  

c e n te r , a n d  s e n t  a  sm a ll  b o a t to  fe tc h  Z h ao  Bing in  p rep ara tio n  

lo r a n  a tte m p t to  ru n  th e  b lockade.

Lu X iu fu  p ro tec te d  Z h ao  B ing 's sh ip . U n su re  a b o u t th e  tru e  

in te n tio n s  o f  th e  peo p le  c o m in g  to  t ra n s fe r  Z h ao  Bing to  a  sm all 

b o a t, a n d  w o rr ie d  th a t  th e  y o u n g  E m p ero r m ig h t fa ll in to  th e  

h a n d s  o f  th e  Y uan  a rm y . Lu X iu fu  re fu se d  th e  d e m a n d  o f  th e  

envoy . H e  sa id  o v er h is  s h o u ld e r  to  Z h ao  Bing. 'T h e re 's  n o  ho p e  

n o w  fo r o u r  co u n try . H is M ajesty  h a s  n o  a lte rn a tiv e  b u t  to  d ie  

fo r  th e  co u n try ."  W ith  th a t ,  h e  ju m p e d  w ith  Z h ao  Bing o n  h is  

back in to  th e  sea. a n d  b o th  w ere sw allow ed  by th e  c rash in g  w aves.

Z h a n g  S h ijie  h a d  to  leav e  w i th o u t  Z h a o  Bing. H e led  h is  

flee t o f  b a tt le sh ip s  u n d e r  cover o f  n ig h t to  th e  H ailing  M oun ta in , 

su c c e s s fu lly  g e tt in g  th ro u g h  th e  b lo ck a d e . W h en  h e  c o u n te d  

h is  sh ip s  a g a in , o n ly  a  d o z en  w e re  le f t  o u t  o l i.ooo. A cy c lo n e  

th e n  a p p ro a c h e d . H is fo llo w ers  u rg ed  h im  to  se e k  s h e l te r  on  

th e  sh o re , b u t  Z h an g  S h ijie  a d a m a n tly  re fu se d , a n d  a  ta ll w ave  

cap s iz ed  h is  sh ip . T h e  Song g enera l, w h o  h a d  vow ed  to  f ig h t to  

th e  d e a th , d ro w n e d .

in  F ebruary  1279 AD. th e  Y uan  D ynasty  u n if ie d  C h in a , a n d  

th e  S o u th e rn  Song D ynasty  w a s  ex tin g u ish ed .
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26. O de to  th e  Force o f  V irtue

A fter ta k in g  c o n tro l o f  Y a sh a n . Z h an g  H o n g fa n  su m m o n e d  

th e  Y uan  c o m m a n d e rs  to  a  v ic to ry  feast, w h e re  W en T ian x ian g  

w as  a lso  a n  in v ited  guest. Z h an g  H ongfan  sa id  to  W en T ian x ian g  

a t  t h e  b a n q u e t .  "N o w  t h a t  t h e  S o n g  D y n a s ty  h a s  b e e n  

ex tin g u ish ed , you  can  say you 've  d o n e  y o u r p a trio tic  b e s t as C hief 

M in is te r . I f  y o u  c h a n g e  y o u r  m in d  a n d  s u b m it  to  th e  Y u an  

Em peror, y o u  c an  c o n tin u e  to  Ire C h ie f M inister."

W en  T ia n x ia n g  sa id , w ith  te a r s  in  h is  eyes. "N ow th a t  my 

c o u n try  is n o  m ore. I feel g u ilt laden  fo r n o t  h av in g  b een  ab le  to  

p re v e n t i ts  d e s tru c t io n . Even m y d e a th  w o n 't  b eg in  to  red eem  

m y gu ilt. H o w  c an  I p ro lo n g  m y  e x is te n ce  in  ignom iny?"

U n a b le  to  p e r s u a d e  W en T ia n x ia n g  to  s u r re n d e r .  Z h a n g  

H o n g fa n  o rd e re d  h im  ta k e n  to  D adu. S ix m o n th s  la te r . W en 

T ia n x ia n g  a rriv ed  in  D adu. w h e re  th e  Y u an  c o u rt  o rd e re d  th a t  

h e  be  a cc o m m o d a te d  in  th e  b e s t  g u e s th o u se  a n d  g iven  th e  best 

w in e  a n d  food . A few  d a y s  later, th e  Y u an  Chief M in iste r Boluo 

se n t Liu M engyan. a Song of ficial w h o  h a d  d e fec ted , to  try  to  ta lk  

W en T ia n x ian g  in to  su rren d erin g . W en T ianx iang , w h o  h a d  long 

d e te s ted  a n d  d esp ised  th is  tra ito r, w a s  in fu ria ted  by  h is  a tte m p t 

to  w a n g le  a n  a g re e m e n t to  s u r r e n d e r  o u t  o f  h im . B efore  Liu 

M engyan  o p e n e d  h is  m o u th , W en T ia n x ia n g  gav e  h im  su c h  a 

c h id in g  th a t th e  h u m b le d  Liu M engyan left in  sh am e.

U n s u c c e s s f u l  in  i t s  a t t e m p t s  to  m a k e  W en  T ia n x ia n g  

su rren d er, th e  Y uan g o v ern m en t tran sferred  h im  to  th e  W arden 's 

O ffice, w h e re  h e  b e ca m e  a  p riso n  in m a te  in  h a n d c u f f s  a n d  leg
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iro n s. Л m o n th  la te r. B oluo h a d  W en T ia n x ia n g  b ro u g h t to  th e  

Bureau o f  M ilitary A ffairs, w h ere  h e  p e rsonally  c o n d u c ted  a  trial.

W en T ian x ian g , flanked  by  g u ard s, a rrived  in th e  ha ll o f  th e  

B ureau o f  M ilitary  A ffairs, w h e re  a  g laring , m ean -lo o k in g  B oluo 

w as a lready  in sta lled  in  h is  sea t. W en T ia n x in ag  w a lk ed  u p  w ith  

h is  back ra m ro d  s tra ig h t a n d  h is  h ead  held  h ig h , n o t d e ig n in g  to  

cas t a  g lan ce  a t  th e  p resid in g  ju d g e . T h e  so ld ie rs  yelled a t  h im  to  

kneel, b u t W en T ia n x ian g  refused .

B oluo w a s  in fu r ia te d  b y  th is  irrev e ren c e , a n d  o rd e re d  th e  

so ld ie rs  to  m ake  h im  kneel. By d ragging  a n d  push ing , th e  so ld iers 

p u sh e d  W en T ia n x ian g  to  th e  g round .

Boluo sa id , "Now w h a t  d o  you  h a v e  to  say?"

W en  T ia n x ia n g  s a id  c a lm ly , " C o u n t r ie s  r i s e  a n d  fa ll. 

G overnm ent o fficials a re  ex ecu ted . T h is  is in  th e  n a tu re  o f  th ings. 

I a m  a n  ol ficial o f  a  d e fea ted  co u n try . All I w a n t is  to  b e  killed  as 

q u ick ly  a s  possible."

N ot w a n tin g  th e  in te rro g a tio n  to  bog d o w n  in  c o n fro n ta tio n . 

B oluo tr ie d  to  in je c t a l ig h t n o te  in to  th e  p ro ceed in g s , "Tell m e 

h o w  m an y  e m p e ro rs  th e re  a re  from  Pan Gu u n til now ."

W en T ia n x ian g  sa id  w ith  a  sn o rt, 'T h ey  fill se v e n te en  to m e s  

o f  h is to r ic a l c h ro n ic le s , to o  m a n y  to  c o u n t. B esides, I a m  no t 

h e re  to  tak e  a n  e x am in a tio n , a n d  I a m  in  n o  m o o d  to  e n g ag e  in  

sm a ll ta lk  w ith  you."

H u rt by  th e  brush-off. Boluo co n fro n ted  W en T ianxiang o u t o f  

sp ite . "W hy d id  you  d ese rt Lin',"in? W hy d id  you  go  a long  w ith  th e  

e n th ro n e m e n t o f  Z h ao  Xia a n d  Z h ao  Bing?" A fter re b u ttin g  h im  

p o in t by  p o in t. W en T ia n x ian g  c o n c lu d ed  sp irited ly . "S ince I a m  

in  your h an d s. I'm  prepared  to  d ie. T here 's  n o  need to  w aste  words."

B oluo w a s  fu rio u s. H e o rd e re d  W en T ia n x ian g  re m a n d ed  to
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ie lo lh<- tom» of Virtue

th e  B ureau o f  M ilitary A ffairs, w ith  th e  in te n tio n  o f  h a v in g  h im  

killed. H ow ever. E m pero r Shizu o f  Y uan d id  no t give h is  c o n sen t, 

fo r fear th a t k illin g  W en T ian x ian g  w o u ld  prove  u n p o p u lar.

W en T ia n x ia n g  w as  in c a rc e ra te d  in  a d a rk , d a m p  d u n g e o n  

w ith  a  low  c e ilin g  a n d  c ra m p e d  space. W h en  i t  ra in e d , th e  cell 

w o u ld  g e t flooded. In  su m m er, th e  d a m p n e ss  ris in g  u p  from  th e  

e a r th e n  floo r m ad e  th e  a ir  c lose  a n d  u n c o m fo rtab ly  w arm . T he 

w a rd e n 's  s to v e  a n d  s ta le  g ra in  s to re d  n e x t d o o r  gave o u t sm o k e  

a n d  a m oldy  sm ell, a n d  th e  a ir  w a s  m ade  m ore  u n b earab le  by  th e  

o d o r  fro m  th e  la tr in e  a n d  th e  s tin k  o f  d e ad  rats.

T h e  h a rsh  c o n d itio n s  o f  h is  cell m ade  h im  physically  w eaker, 

b u t  w e re  p o w e r le s s  a g a in s t  h is  m e n ta l  fo r t i tu d e .  H e  f irm ly  

believed th a t h is  love o f  th e  people a n d  th e  c o u n try  w as a  v ir tu o u s  

fo rce  th a t  w o u ld  e n a b le  h im  to  e n d u re  a n y  h a rsh  co n d itio n s .

In  h is  cell, h e  w ro te  th e  legendary  Zheng Qi G e l’O d e  to  th e  

Force o f  Virtue"), a  poem  th a t  is p o p u lar ev en  today. In  th e  poem , 

h e  c ite d  e x am p les  fro m  h is to ry  o f  ju s t ic e -u p h o ld in g  a n d  d e a th - 

d e fy in g  hero es, w h o  rep re se n ted  in  h is  v iew  th e  fo rce  o f  v irtue . 

T h e  m ain  idea o f  th e  poem  is  a s  follow s;

A fo rce  o f  v ir tu e  p e rm e a te s  H eaven  a n d  Earth.

It is  e m b o d ie d  in  all p h y sica l fo rm s:

T h e  r iv e rs  a n d  m o u n ta in s  o n  Earth.

T h e  s u n  a n d  s ta rs  in  H eaven.

In  m an . it m a n ife s ts  i ts e lf  a s  a b o u n d le ss  sp ir it

So  v a s t it (ills th e  u n iv e r s e ...

T ru e  s tre n g th  o f  c h a ra c te r  is  revealed

O nly  in  t im e s  o f  c ris is  a n d  peril.

T h ey  a re  rem em b ered  by h isto ry .
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In  th e  th ird  year o f  W en T ianxiangfs in ca rce ra tio n , a  p e asan t 

u p r is in g  b ro k e  o u t  in  Z h o n g sh a n  o f  H e b e i. T ire  reb el le a d e r  

c la im e d  to  b e  a d e s c e n d a n t  o f  th e  ro y a l So n g  fam ily . H e  pu t 

toge th e r a n  a rm y  o f  several th o u sa n d  m en , a n d  called  fo ra  m arch  

to w a rd  D adu  to  r e s c u e  C h ie f  M in is te r  W en  T ia n x ia n g . T h is  

d evelo p m en t frig h ten ed  th e  Y uan governm en t. It n o w  feared d ire  

c o n seq u en ces if W en T ian x ian g  w a s  k ep t alive. H ow ever. Em peror 

S h iz u  o f  Y u a n  h a d  n o t  g iv e n  u p  th e  id e a  o f  t u r n in g  W en 

T ia n x ian g . a n d  d e c id e d  to  g ive  i t  a try  h im se lf . W en T ia n x ian g  

w a s  ta k e n  fro m  h is  cell to  th e  palace.

W h en  h e  w a s  b ro u g h t b e fo re  E m pero r S h izu  o l Y uan. W en 

T ia n x ian g  re fu sed  to  kneel, b u t  on ly  m ad e  a  b o w  w ith  h is  h a n d s  

fo ld ed . E m p ero r S h iz o n g  a sk e d  h im  w h a t  h e  h a d  to  say . W en 

T ian x ian g  rep lied . "As C h ie f M in ister o f  th e  Song. I gave m y b es t 

a d v ic e  to  m y  g o v e rn m e n t.  B u t th e  t r a i to r o u s  a c t s  o f  so m e  

m in is te rs  p re v e n te d  m e fro m  m ak in g  a  d iffe re n ce . I h a v e  been  

u n a b le  to  recover lo s t territo ry , a n d  h a v e  fa llen  in to  h u m ilia tin g  

cap tiv ity . I w ill n o t d ie  w ith  peace  o f  m ind." H e g ritted  h is  te e th  

a n d  k ep t b e a tin g  o n  h is  c h e s t a s  h e  sa id  th is .

E m peror S h izu  sa id  a ffab ly  a n d  in  a  cajo ling  to n e . “I can  fully 

u n d e rs tan d  y o u r loyalty  a n d  p a trio tism . But g iven th e  new  reality, 

i f  you  c an  ch an g e  y o u r  m in d  a n d  jo in  th e  Y u an  g o v e rn m e n t. I 

w ill k eep  you  o n  a s  C h ie f  M in ister. W h at d o  you  th in k ?"

W en T ia n x ia n g  re p lied  in  a  p a s s io n a te  v o ice . "1 a m  C h ie f  

M in ister o f  th e  Song g o v e rn m e n t T h ere  is  n o  w ay  I am  go ing  to  

s e rv e  tw o  g o v e r n m e n ts .  O n ly  by  d y in g  n o w  w o u ld  I fe e l 

c o m fo rtab le  in  th e  co m p an y  o f  th e  p a tr io ts  a n d  h e ro es  w h o  d ied  

b e fo re  me."
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E m peror Sh izu  sa id , I f  y o u  d o n 't  w a n t to  b e  C h ie f M inister, 

w o u ld  you  agree to  be  M ilitary  A ffairs C om m issioner?"

W en T ia n x ian g  a n sw ered  d irectly , "All 1 w a n t n o w  is to  d ie . 1 

h a v e  n o  m ore  to  say."

E m p e ro r S h iz u  k n e w  th e n  th a t  h e  w o u ld  n e v e r  g e t W en 

T ia n x ian g  to  su rre n d e r . H e  o rd e re d  W en ta k e n  aw ay . T h e  n e x t 

day , W en T ian x ian g  w as  e x ecu ted .

I t  w a s  a  d a y  o f  a h o w lin g  n o r th  w in d  a n d  a n  o v e rc a s t sky. 

T en  th o u s a n d  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  c ity  f lo ck ed  sp o n ta n e o u s ly  to  

th e  heavily  gu ard ed  C haish i e x ecu tio n  g ro u n d  in th e  cap ita l w hen  

th e y  le a rn e d  t h a t  W en  T ia n x ia n g  w a s  g o in g  to  h is  d e a th  th a t  

day . T h e  c ro w d , sev e ra l d e ep  a ro u n d  th e  p e rim ete r, sa w  a  calm  

W en T ia n x ian g  a rriv e  a t  th e  e x ec u tio n  g ro u n d  in  h a n d c u f fs  and  

leg  iro n s. H e  a sk e d  th e  c iv ilia n s  c lo se s t to  h im  w h ic h  w ay  w as 

so u th . T h e  peo p le  p o in te d  it o u t  to  W en T ian x ian g . w h o  m ade  

several b o w s in  th a t  d irec tio n . S ittin g  d o w n  w ith  a s tra ig h t back, 

h e  sa id  to  th e  o ffic ia l su p e rv is in g  th e  e x ec u tio n . T m  ready."

In  J a n u a ry  1283 AD, th is  n a tio n a l h e ro  o f  C h in a  fina lly  w e n t 

to  h is  d e a th  a t  th e  age o l 47. e m b o d y in g  th e  b o u n d le s s  sp ir i t  o f  

th e  fo rce  o f  v irtue .
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itor from  Ei

27. M arco Polo, a  V isito r 

fro m  Europe

D uring  th e  reign o f  E m peror Sh izu  o f  Y uan, th e  v a s t M ongol 

k h an ate  founded by  Genghis Khan w as split in to  four divisions, w ith  

th e  Y uan E m peror n o m in a lly  still th e  G reat K han ru ling  all four 

khanates. In  th a t period, C hina w;is th e  m o st pow erful and  richest 

n a tio n  in  th e  w orld , a s tro n g  m ag n e t a ttra c t in g  m an y  lega tions, 

m erchants and  travelers w h o  flocked th ere  to  v isit th e  land o f  fabled 

riches. O ne of th e  m o st fam ous o f  th em  is  M arco Polo.

M arco Polo's fa th e r N iccold and  u n c le  M affeo w ere  m erc h an ts  

from  Venice. T h e  tw o  Polo b ro th e rs  m ade  freq u en t b u s in e ss  trip s  

abroad . A fter th e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  M ongol K hanate, th e y  traveled  

to  th e  K ipchak  K h an ate  w ith  a  load  o f  treasu res th ey  in te n d e d  to  

sell. W h en  w a r b ro k e  o u t th ere , th e y  m oved  to  B ukhara, a c ity  in 

C en tra l Asia, a n d  se ttle d  d o w n  there .

An e n v o y  se n t by  Kublai h ap p en ed  to  see  th ese  tw o  European 

m e rc h a n ts  a s  h e  p assed  th ro u g h  B ukhara. H is  c u rio s ity  p iqued , 

h e  sa id  to  th em , "My G reat K han h a s  n e v e r  se e n  a  E uropean . I f  

you  agree to  c o m e  w ith  m e  to  see  m y G reat K han, you  w ill m ake  

a  fo rtu n e . B esides, n o  o n e  e lse  c an  p ro v id e  th e  k in d  o f  secu rity  

th a t  w e  c an  g ive  you  o n  y o u r  jo u rn e y  to  China."

T h e  Polo b ro th e rs  w ere  trave l e n th u s ia s ts . W h en  th ey  h ea rd  

t h a t  t h e  G re a t  K h a n  o f  C h in a  c o u ld  r e c e iv e  th e m ,  th e y  

im m e d ia te ly  g ra b b e d  th e  c h a n c e . T h e  tw o  m e n  fo llo w ed  th e  

envoy  to  S h an g d u  (n o rth w es t o f  m o dern -day  D uo lun  C ounty , th e

2 8 9
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/is ito r 1

A u to n o m o u s Region o f  In n e r  M ongolia). K ublai. a s  p red ic ted , w as 

h a p p y  to  se e  th e  E u ro p ean s . H e  w a rm ly  rece iv ed  th e m  in  h is  

trav e lin g  p a lace  a n d  ask ed  m an y  q u e stio n s .

T h e  Polo b ro th e r s  d id  n o t in te n d  to  s ta y  in  C h in a . K ublai. 

a f te r  h e a r in g  a b o u t E urope from  th em , ask ed  th e m  to  re tu rn  to  

E urope w ith  a  le tte r  from  Kublai to  th e  Pope, a sk in g  h im  to  sen d  

m issio n arie s  to  C hina. T h e  tw o  m en took  leave  o f  K ublai a n d  left 

C hina. T h ey  traveled  for m ore th a n  th ree  y ears b efore  th ey  arrived 

b ack  in  V enice . By th a t  tim e  N icco ld s w ife  h a d  d ie d  o f  illness, 

leav ing  a  so n  M arco Polo, w h o  w as a  y o u n g  m an  o f  15.

A fter h e a rin g  th e  a c c o u n ts  o f  h is  fa th e r  a n d  h is  u n c le  ab o u t 

th e  r ich e s  o f  C h ina. M arco Polo w a s  c a p tiv a te d  a n d  begged h is  

fa th e r to  tak e  h im  lo  C hina. N iccold a lso  felt u n co m fo rtab le  abou t 

le a v in g  h is  so n  b e h in d  w ith  n o  o n e  to  ta k e  ca re  o f  h im . so  h e  

d e c id ed  to  tak e  h im  a long.

A fter a n  a u d ie n c e  w ith  th e  pope, N iccold s e t  o u t  w ith  M arco 

Polo fo r C hina. It w a s  a n o th e r  th ree  y ears o n  th e  road  before  th ey  

a rrived  in  C hina, in  1275 AD- W hen  Kublai. w h o  h a d  by th a t  tim e  

b eco m e  Em peror, h e a rd  a b o u t th e  a rriv a l o f  th e  Polos, h e  se n t a 

w e lco m in g  p a r ty  to  m ee t th e m  w h e n  th e y  w ere  s till  a  long  w ay 

fro m  Shangdu .

T h e  Polo b ro th e rs  took  M arco Polo w ith  th e m  to  th e  au d ie n ce  

w ith  E m peror Shizu  o f  Y uan. T h e  la tte r  w a s  su rp rised  a t  th e  sight 

o f  a y o u n g  m a n  a c c o m p a n y in g  th e m  a n d  a sk e d  w h o  h e  w as. 

N iccold rep lied , "My so n  a t y o u r service."

T h e  h a n d so m e  M arco Polo im p ressed  Em peror Shizu. H e sa id  

w ith  e n th u s ia sm . "W elcom e, w elcom e!"

T h at evening Emperor Shizu invited them  to  a welcom ing banquet 

in  h is  palace. T hey w ere later asked to  serve in  tire governm ent.
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M arco Polo w a s  a sm a rt y o u n g  m an. a n d  w a s  a b le  to  qu ickly  

p ic k  u p  M o n g o lian  a n d  H an  C h in ese . Im p re s se d  b y  h is  ra p id  

p ro g re ss . E m p ero r S h izu  s o o n  s e n t  M arco Polo to  Y u n n a n  o n  

o ff ic ia l  b u s in e s s .  E m p e ro r S h iz u  w a s  in tr ig u e d  by  d if f e r e n t  

c u s to m s  a n d  w ay s  o f  life  in  v a rio u s p a rts  o f  h is  d o m in io n . In  th e  

p as t, o ffic ia ls  s e n t  o n  in sp e c tio n  to u rs  to  v a rio u s  p a r ts  o f  C hina 

w ould  o ften  be u n ab le  to  a n sw e r E m peror S hizu 's q u e s tio n s  ab o u t 

local c u s to m s  a n d  cu ltu re . M arco Polo in c o n tra s t  w ould  pay close 

a tte n tio n  to  local c u ltu re  a n d  m ak e  d e ta ile d  re p o rts  to  E m peror 

Sh izu  o n  h is  re tu rn  f ro m  th e  m iss io n s . E m pero r Sh izu  w a s  full 

o f  p ra is e  fo r M arco  P o lo 's  a b il i t ie s ,  a n d  f re q u e n tly  e n tru s te d  

im p o rta n t m is s io n s  to  him .

In  h is  se v e n te e n  y ea rs  in  C h ina. E m peror Sh izu  s e n t  M arco 

Polo o n  in s p e c tio n  to u r s  to  m a n y  lo c a t io n s  in  C h in a  a n d  as 

d ip lom atic  envoy abroad. He w e n t to  several coun tries in S outheast 

Asia as a  d ip lom at. H e s tay ed  for th ree  years in Y angzhou. w h ere  

he is sa id  to  hav e  been  ap p o in ted  Supervisor-iu-Chief.

As tim e  w e n t o n , th e  th re e  E u ropeans b ecam e ho m esick  a n d  

rep ea ted ly  p e tit io n e d  E m peror S h izu  to  b e  a llo w ed  to  go  hom e. 

H ow ever, b e ca u se  o f  M arco Polo's im p o rta n c e  to  h im . E m peror 

S h iz u  w a s  r e lu c ta n t  to  le t th e m  go . It s o  h a p p e n e d  th a t  a 

c o n c u b in e  o f  th e  K han o f  th e  11 K h a n a te  h a d  d ied , a n d  h e  s e n t  

an  e n v o y  to  D adu to  find  a b ride. E m peror Shizu  se lec ted  a young  

lady  called  K u o k u o zh en  from  th e  royal fam ily  a s  c o n c u b in e  fo r 

th e  II K han. T h e  e n v o y  fro m  th e  ll K han  fe lt th a t  trave l by  land  

w a s  to o  a rd u o u s , a n d . k n o w in g  th e  l>olo b ro th e rs ' e x p erien ce  in  

sea travel, req u ested  E m peror S h izu  to  ask  th e  Polos to  e sc o rt th e  

co n cu b in e  to  th e  ll K h an ate  by  sea. E m peror Sh izu  h a d  n o  reaso n  

to  refuse.

2
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In  1292 AD. th e  Polos left C h in a  w ith  th e  ll K han envoy , and  

sa iled  a c ro ss  th e  In d ia n  O cean, e sc o rtin g  K u o k u o zh en  sa fe ly  to  

th e  ll K h an ate . T h ey  c o n tin u e d  on , a n d  a f te r  a n o th e r  th re e  years 

o f  travel, f in a lly  a rrived  b ack  in  V en ice

By th a t  tim e , th e y  h a d  b e en  a b s e n t  fro m  V enice  fo r tw e n ty  

y ears. T h e  local p e o p le  th o u g h t th e y  h a d  d ie d  a b ro ad  b ecau se  

th e y  had  no t h e a rd  fro m  o r  a b o u t  th e m  for all th o se  lo n g  years. 

N o w  th a t  th e y  c a m e  b a ck  in  o r ie n ta l  o u t f i t s  a n d  re p o rte d ly  

b ro u g h t lo ad s  o f  p e a rls  a n d  o th e r  p re c io u s  s to n e s  fro m  C hina, 

e x c ite m e n t rip p led  th ro u g h  th e  c ity . M arco Polo w as  g iven  th e  

n ic k n a m e  o l M arco M illioni, o r M arco o l th e  M illion.

S h o rtly  a fte rw a rd s , a  c o n f lic t  a ro se  b e tw een  V enice  a n d  th e  

c ity -s ta te  o f  G enoa, a n d  naval b a tt le s  w ere  fo u g h t b e tw ee n  th e ir  

flee ts on  th e  M ed ite rranean . M arco Polo o b ta in e d  a  b a ttle s h ip  a t 

h is  o w n  e x p e n se  a n d  jo in e d  th e  V en etian  fleet, w ith  h im s e lf  a t 

th e  w h eel o f  th e  sh ip . W h en  V en ice  lo s t th e  b a ttle , M arco Polo 

w a s  c ap tu red  a n d  p u t  in  a ja i l  in  G enoa. T h e  G en o an s flocked  to 

th e  p r iso n  to  a sk  th e  fa m o u s  w o rld  tra v e le r  to  ta lk  a b o u t  th e  

O rien t a n d  C hina.
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A fellow  in m a te  in  th e  G enoan cell, by  th e  n a m e  o f  R ustician. 

w ro te  d o w n  th e  o ral a cc o u n ts  o f  M arco Polo, w h ich  w ere collected  

in  th e  fa m o u s  Travels o f  Marco Polo. In  th e  bo o k , M arco  Polo 

gave d e ta ile d  d e sc r ip t io n s  o f  fa m o u s  C h in ese  c it ie s  lik e  D adu. 

Y angzhou , S u z h o u  a n d  H an g zh o u , a n d  g lo w in g  a c c o u n ts  o t th e  

p ro sp e rity  a n d  c iv iliz a tio n  o f  C h in a . I ts  p u b lic a tio n  s to k e d  th e  

fa sc in a tio n  o f  Europe w ith  C hinese civ ilization . W ith  M arco Polo's 

fam e  grow ing, th e  G en o an s freed  h im  to  go  b ack  to  h is  co u n try .

An e ra  o f  in c re a se d  e x c h a n g e s  a n d  c o n ta c ts  b e tw e e n  th e  

C h inese, th e  E uropeans a n d  th e  A rabs w as u sh ered  in. T h e  A rabs- 

k n o w le d g e  o f  a s tro n o m y , m a th e m a tic s  a n d  m e d ic in e  began  to  

s p re a d  to  C h in a . T h re e  C h in e se  in v e n t io n s  th e  c o m p a ss , th e  

p rin tin g  p ress a n d  gunpow der-w ere  im p o rted  in to  Europe D uring 

th is  period  (a n o th e r o f  C hina’s  in v en tio n s , paper, h a v in g  a lready  

sp read  to  Europe a t  an  ea rlie r  tim e).
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28. D ou E’s  G rievance  Moves 

H eaven  an d  Earth

E m peror S h izu  o f  Y uan  in tro d u c e d  n u m e ro u s  in ce n tiv e s  to  

p ro m o te  p ro d u c tio n , c o n tr ib u tin g  to  a n  in c reased  p ro sp e rity  in  

th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  h is  re ig n . H o w ev e r , th e  e c o n o m ic  b o o m  

e x c lu s iv e ly  b e n e f i te d  th e  a r is to c r a t ic  c la s s , la n d o w n e rs  a n d  

officials. T o m ee t th e  M ongol a ris to c ra ts  n eed  for a n  ex trav ag an t 

l ife s ty le  a n d  to  s u p p o r t  h e  m ilita ry . E m p ero r S h iz u  re c ru ite d  

m in is te rs  sp ec ia liz in g  in  f in a n c e  to  h e lp  h im  fill h is  c o ffe rs  by  

p lu n d e r in g  th e  peo p le . T h e se  m in is te r s  g a n g ed  u p  w ith  loca l 

o ffic ia ls  in illegal sc h e m e s  o f  b ribery  a n d  p ro fiteerin g .

T h e  Y uan g o v e rn m en t p u rsu ed  a n  e th n ic  policy th a t  d iv id ed  

i t s  s u b je c ts  in to  fo u r  c la sse s . T h e  f i r s t  c la s s  c o n s is te d  o f  th e  

Mongols; th e  second , called  th e  S em uren , co n sis ted  o f  people from 

th e  W este rn  R egions a n d  th e  W este rn  Xia; th e  th ird , c a lled  th e  

H an . c o n sis ted  o f  th e  H an  C h inese, th e  K itan s a n d  th e  Ju rch en s . 

w h o  h a d  liv e d  u n d e r  th e  J in  ru le; a n d . th e  fo u r th ,  c a lled  th e  

N anren  (so u th e rn  people), c o n s is te d  o f  th e  e th n ic  c o m m u n itie s  

w h o  h a d  lived  u n d e r  th e  ru le  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  Song. Each of th e  

fo u r c la sses  p o ssessed  a  d is t in c t  po litica l s ta tu s  a n d  w as  trea ted  

accord ing ly , w ith  th e  H an  a n d  th e  N anren heav ily  d isc rim in a ted  

a g a in st. In  th is  sy s te m  o f  o p p re ss io n  a n d  e th n ic  d isc rim in a tio n , 

th e  w o rk in g  people lived  a  m iserab le  life. C orrup tion  w as en dem ic  

a n d  in ju s tic e s  w ere  r a m p a n t

Em peror Shizu o f  Yuan w as succeeded by h is  g randson  T em u r

2
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as Emperor Chengzong o f  th e  Yuan Dynasty. During th e  reign o f 

Emperor Chengzong. corruption and injustices becam e even more 

unwieldy. In one investigation. 18.000 officials w ere ferreted ou t 

as having been im plicated in graft, and 5,000 cases injustice were 

discovered.

Л theatrical genre called zaju  (a form  o f  poetic dram a se t to 

m usic) becam e popular in Dadu. In te llec tuals d isaffected  w ith  

the benighted  policies o f  th e  governm ent resorted to  th e  veh id e  

o f  Ziiju to  lam poon offic ia l co rru p tio n , in e p titu d e  and  social 

inequity.

One such  intellectual in  Dadu called Guan Hanqin displayed 

an  affinity for m usic and  theater at a very young age. He mastered 

th e  xiao  la bam boo flute) and  th e  zither, a s  well as singing and 

dancing. Although he had been an  official doctor a t  the Imperial 

C linic in the capital, h is  h e a rt w as no t in m edicine. Instead , he 

had  a passion  for play w riting. In those  days, ac to rs  had  a  low 

so c ia l s tan d in g , b u t G uan  H an q in  freq u en ted  th e ir  c irc les . 

Som etim es h e  w ould  perform  a role in  one  o f  th e ir  theatrica l 

num bers. Because of h is  expertise in both  m usic and theater, his 

creations were often possessed o f  an  unusual charm  and  in terest

Theater-going w as popular am ong both  th e  aristocracy and 

th e  ordinary people in  Dadu. Guan HanqiiVs plays were not purely 

fare to  am use  th e  aristocrats, bu t w ere often  vehicles for putting  

across the com m on people's message. The miseries o f th e  people 

th a t he w itnessed or heard about were incorporated into his plays. 

One o f  h is  signature works w as Dau ffs Grievance Moves th e  Gods 

(also know n as Dou F s  Grievance).

T he main protagonist in  Dou F s  Grievance is an impoverished 

w om an called Dou E from  Chuzhou. Her m other died  w hen she
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w as a  c h ild . H er fa th e r. Dou T ianzhang . so ld  h e r  to  a n  A u n tie  Cai 

a s  c h ild  b rid e  fo r  a su m  o f  m o n ey  so  th a t  h e  c o u ld  trav e l to  th e  

c ap ita l to  tak e  p a rt in th e  Civil Service  exam . Less th a n  tw o  years 

a f te r  h e r  m arriage  in to  th e  Cai fam ily, h e r  h u sb a n d  d ied  o f  illness 

leav ing  h e r  to  live a lo n e  w ith  th e  w id o w ed  A u n tie  Cai. w h o  w as  

a lso  poor.

A h o o lig an  in  C h u zh o u  called  D onkey Zhang, a n d  h is  fa th e r, 

O ld m an  Z hang , e m b o ld e n e d  b y  th e  fa c t th a t  D ou E a n d  A un tie  

Cai h a d  n o  o n e  to  p ro te c t th e m , re fu se d  to  leav e  th e  w o m e n  s 

h o u se  u n le s s  A u n tie  Cai ag reed  to  m arry  O ld m an  Z h an g . A fte r 

th e  t im id  A u n tie  Cai gave h e r  re lu c ta n t c o n se n t. D onkey Z h an g  

tr ie d  to  c o erce  D ou E in to  m arry in g  h im . b u t  s h e  fla tly  re fu sed  

a n d  sc o ld ed  h im .

Donkey Z hang  rem em bered  th e  slight. A few  d ay s later. A untie 

Cai fell ill arid  a sk e d  Dou E to  m ak e  so m e  m u tto n  tr ip e  so u p  for 

he r. D onkey Z h an g  s lip p ed  so m e  po iso n  in to  lire so u p  in  o rd e r to  

k ill A u n tie  Cai. a n d  fo rce  Dou E to  m arry  h im . W h en  A u n tie  Cai 

took  th e  so u p  from  Dou E a n d  w a s  abou t to  d r in k  it. sh e  su d d en ly  

fe lt n a u se o u s  a n d  h a n d e d  th e  bo w l o f  s o u p  to  O ld m an  Zhang, 

w h o  d ra n k  it in s tea d . O ld m an  Z h an g  fell d o w n  a n d  d ied .

D o n k ey  Z h an g , w h o s e  p o iso n  k ille d  h is  o w n  f a th e r ,  n o w  

b lam ed  th e  m u rd e r o n  Dou E. a n d  d e n o u n ce d  h e r  to  th e  C huzhou  

g o v ern m en t.

T ao  W u, th e  g o v e rn o r  o f  C h u z h o u . w a s  a  c o r ru p t  o ffic ia l. 

H av in g  h a d  h is  p a lm  g re ase d  b y  D onkey Z h an g , h e  h a d  Dou E 

a rre s te d  a n d  b ro u g h t b e fo re  h im . H e tried  to  fo rce  a  c o n fess io n  

o u t o f  her. D espite  b e in g  severely  to r tu re d . Dou E still re fu sed  to 

a d m it to  a d m in is te r in g  th e  po ison .

T ao  W u fo u n d  o u t th a t  Dou E w a s  a  d u tifu l d au g h ter-in -law .
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H e h a d  A u n tie  C ai b e a te n  in  f ro n t  o f  D ou E. w h o  th e n  fe lt 

c o m p e lled  to  c o n fe s s  to  a  m u rd e r  sh e  d id  n o t  co m m it, b ecau se  

sh e  c o u ld  n o t s ta n d  th e  s ig h t o f  h e r  e ld e rly  m o th er-in -law  be ing  

to rtu red .

T h e  co rru p t T ao  W u se n ten c ed  Dou E to  d e a th , a f te r  to rtu rin g  

a  c o n fe ss io n  o u t o f  her. A s s h e  w as  led  to  th e  e x ec u tio n  ground , 

Dou E. d espairing  o f  h av ing  h e r fa lse  co n v ic tio n  o v ertu rn ed , railed  

a t  H eav en  a n d  E arth . "Earth! S h am e  o n  y o u  b e c a u se  y o u  c a n 't  

te ll good a n d  evil! H eaven! S h am e  o n  you  b ecau se  you  c a n 't  tell 

rig h t fro m  wrong!"

M o m en ts  b e fo re  h e r  e x ecu tio n , s h e  m ad e  th re e  w ish es; first, 

th a t  h e r  h e ad  w o u ld  b e  c le an ly  c h o p p e d  o f f  w ith  o n e  s tr ik e  of 

th e  sw o rd , a n d  all h e r  b lood  w o u ld  sp ill o n  th e  w h ite  flag fo r th e  

dead ; seco n d , th a t a  h eav y  sn o w  w o u ld  cover u p  he r body, th ird , 

t h a t  C h u z h o u  w o u ld  s u f fe r  d ro u g h t  th re e  y e a rs  in  a  row . H er 

w is h e s  m o v ed  H e av e n  a n d  E arth  a n d  th e  m o m e n t  a f te r  h e r  

ex ecu tio n  a  heavy  sn o w  s ta r te d  fa lling  fro m  a  d a rk en ed  sky. even 

th o u g h  it w a s  th e  h o t  m o n th  o f  Ju n e . T h re e  y ea rs  o f  d ro u g h t 

th e n  in flic ted  C huzhou . Dou E"s fa th e r. Dou T ian zh o u . b e ca m e  a 

h ig h  o f ficial in  th e  cap ita l a n d  D ou E's w ro n g fu l c o n v ic tio n  w as 

o v ertu rn ed . T he real killer D onkey Z h an g  w as sen ten ced  to  d eath , 

a n d  th e  co rru p t governor T ao  W u go t h is  j u s t  d e se rts .

T h e  p lay  w a s  f ic tio n , a n d  sn o w  in  J u n e  is  a  p ro d u c t o f  th e  

p lay w rig h t's  im a g in a tio n . H ow ever, th e  p lay  gave e x p re ss io n  to  

th e  s tro n g  d e s ire  o f  th e  people  u n d e r  feu d al ru le  for ju s tic e  and  

re tr ib u tio n . T h a t is  th e  e x p la n a tio n  fo r th e  e n d u r in g  p o p u larity  

o l th is  p lay, a n d  G uan  H a n q in 's  w ell-deserved  re p u ta tio n  a s  o n e  

o l th e  m o st acc la im ed  p lay w rig h ts  in  C h in ese  h isto ry .

3
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29. A One-eyed S tone Figurine

A fter th e  reign  of E m peror C hengzong , n in e  m ore  em p ero rs  

p a ssed  th ro u g h  th e  Y uan  th ro n e . In f ig h tin g  a n d  in te rn a l s tr ife  

in te n s i f ie d  in  th e  c o u r t ,  a n d  p o lit ic a l  c o r ru p t io n  d e e p e n e d , 

b rin g in g  u n b e a ra b le  h a rd sh ip  to  th e  p o p u la tio n .T o g h an -T em ilr. 

th e  la s t Y uan Em peror, w ith  th e  title  o f  E m peror S h u n d i o f  Yuan, 

w as a  d isso lu te , ru th le ss  ruler, u n d e r  w h o se  reign  th e  s ta te  coffers 

w ere  d e p le te d  a n d  p rice s  soa red . M any p e a sa n ts , u n a b le  to  eke  

o u t a liv ing  a n d  d riv en  to  d e sp a ir, rose  u p  in  revolt.

A tea ch e r in  H ebei w a s  secre tly  u s in g  a cu ll c a lled  th e  W h ite  

Lotus Society  t o  o rg an ize  a n  an ti-Y u an  p e asan t m o v em en t. T he 

g o v e rn m e n t d isc o v e re d  h is  a c t iv it ie s ,  a n d  s e n t  h im  aw ay  to  

Y on g n ian  (n d rth ea s t o f  m o d ern -day  H an d an . H ebei Province) to 

d o  fo rced  la b o r  fo r th e  m ilita ry . H is g ra n d so n . H an  S h an to n g , 

t h e n  to o k  u p  le a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  c u l t ,  a n d  b e g a n  r e c r u i t in g  

im p o v e r ish e d  p e a s a n ts  a n d  h o ld in g  m e e tin g s  in  w o r s h ip  o f  

B uddha. H an  S h a n to n g  sa id  to  th e  p easan ts . "B uddha is  going to  

se n d  M aitreya B o d h isa ttv a  d o w n  to  th is  a n a rc h ic  w orld  to  rescue 

th e  m asse s ."  T h is  p re d ic t io n  so o n  s p re a d  to  th e  H e n a n  a n d  

J ia n g h u a i areas, w h ere  th e  people  began w a itin g  e x p ec ta n tly  for 

th e  a d v en t o f  M aitreya B odhisa ttva .

At th is  tim e , th e  Y ellow  River b re a c h e d  th e  d ik e  a t  Baim ao. 

Heavy ra in s lasting  for m ore th a n  tw en ty  days triggered devasta ting  

floods, c au sin g  w idesp read  d e s tru c tio n  to  people  o n  b o th  s id e s  o f  

th e  river. A proposal w as  m ad e  to  th e  cen tra l g o v ernm en t to  repair 

th e  b reach  w h ile  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  d ig g in g  a n o th e r  c h a n n e l  in

j o ?
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H uanglinggang  (so u th w est of m odern-day  Cao C ounty . S han d o n g  

Province) to  divert th e  river w ater. In  1351 AD. th e  Y uan governm ent 

c o n sc rip ted  150.000 c iv ilia n s  in  B ianliang I m o d ern -d ay  Kaifeng. 

H en an  Province) a n d  D arning. T hey o rgan ized  th e m  in to  th ir te en  

forced-labor d e ta c h m e n ts , a n d  se n t th em  w ith  20.000 so ld ie rs  to  

H uanglinggang  to  d ig  a  new  river c h an n e l.

As th e  d igging pro ject got underw ay , th e  c iv ilian  laborers w ere 

fo rced  to  to il day  a n d  n ig h t in  th e  heavy  ra in , w h ile  th e  o ffic ia ls  

o v e rse e in g  th e  p ro je c t lib e ra lly  h e lp e d  th e m s e lv e s  w ith  th e  

g o v ern m en t fu n d s  earm arked  for th e  w ork . As a  result, n o t enough 

w as  s p e n t  o n  fe e d in g  th e  la b o re rs , w h o  o f te n  W ent h u n g ry . 

D isc o n ten t sw elled .

H an  S h a n to n g  sa w  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  m ob ilize  th e  m asse s. 

H e s e n t  a  few  h u n d re d  sec t fo llo w ers  to  jo in  th e  fo rced -lab o r 

d e ta ch m e n ts . U pon arrival, th ey  s ta r te d  sp read in g  a d itty : "A one- 

ey ed  s to n e  fig u rin e  h e ra ld s  a rev o lt o n  th e  Y ellow  River."

T h e  c h a n n e l d iggers d id  n o t really  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  d itty , bu t 

th e  m en tio n  o f  a "revolt" gave th e m  a  sen se  o f  im m in en t liberation  

an d  a v is io n  o f  b e tte r  d a y s  to  com e. W h en  th e  d igg ing  p rogressed  

to  H uang linggang , a  few  lab o re rs  s u d d e n ly  h i t  a  s to n e  figurine. 

O th e rs  flocked  to  look, a n d  w ere  f lab b e rg as ted  a t  th e  s ig h t o f  a 

s to n e  m a n  w ith  o n ly  o n e  ey e. T h is  c u r io u s  fa c t im m e d ia te ly  

s p r e a d  a m o n g  th e  h u n d r e d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  l a b o re rs ,  w h o  

th o u g h t th e  d itty ’s  p rophecy  h a d  n o w  b een  fu lfilled . It n a tu ra lly  

m ea n t th e  day  o l revo lt h a d  com e. O f cou rse , th e  s to n e  figu rine  

h a d  b een  sec re tly  p laced  th e re  by  H an  S h an to n g .

T h e  m asse s  w ere  n o w  stirred  up. Liu F u tong , a  frien d  o f  H an  

S h a n to n g ’s, sa id  to  h im . ‘T h e  peo p le  a re  n o sta lg ic  fo r th e  Song 

D y n asty  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  fed u p  w ith  th e  iro n -h a n d e d  ru le  o f

3°
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th e  Y uan D ynasty . I f  w e  u se  th e  b a ttle  c ry  o f  re s to rin g  th e  Song 

D ynasty , w e w ill ge t a  larger follow ing."

H an  S h a n to n g  liked th is  idea  a n d  a n n o u n c e d  publicly . "H an 

S h an to n  s o rig in a l su rn a m e  is  n o t  H an  b u t  Zhao. H e is  actually  

a n  e ig h th  g enera tion  d e sc en d a n t o f  E m peror H uizong o f  Song. Liu 

Futong is a  descen d an t ol th e  Southern  Song general Liu GuangshL" 

T h ese  in v en ted  d e ta ils  conv in ced  th e  c red u lo u s  laborers.

O n a n  a u s p ic io u s  d a y  s e le c te d  b y  H an  S h a n to n g  a n d  Liu 

Futong. a  p u b lic  g a th e r in g  w as  o rg an ized  to  w itn e s s  th e  k illin g  

o f  a  w h ite  h o rse  a n d  a  b lack  ox . w h ic h  w ere  o ffe red  to  th e  gods 

above a n d  below . T h e  c ro w d  acc la im e d  H an  S h a n to n g  as th e ir  

leader, w ith  th e  t it le  o f  King M ing. A d a te  w as  se t fo r la u n c h in g  a 

r e v o lt  in  Y in g s h a n g .  Y in g z h o u  ( m o d e r n - d a y  F u y a n g  a n d  

Y ingshang , A nhui Province), w ith  red tu rb a n s  a s  th e  in su rg en ts ' 

id e n tify in g  m ark . As th e  g a th e r in g  p ro ceed ed  to  sw ea r a b lood 

o a th  o f  a lleg iance , g o v e rn m e n t tro o p s  a rriv ed  a n d  a rre s te d  H an  

S h a n to n g . w h o  w a s  ta k e n  to  th e  c o u n ty  g o v e rn m e n t b u ild in g  

a n d  e x ec u te d . H is w ife  su c c ee d ed  in  e v a d in g  th e  g o v e rn m e n t 

troops, a n d  w e n t in to  h id in g  in  W u 'an  (in  H ebei Province! w ith  

th e ir  so n  H an  Liner.

After b reak ing  th ro u g h  th e  en c irc lin g  g o v ern m en t troops. Liu 

F u tong m u ste re d  th e  p e a sa n ts  w h o  h a d  ag reed  to  p a rtic ip a te  in 

th e  revo lt a n d  took  co n tro l o f  so m e  p o s itio n s  a ro u n d  Y ingzhou. 

W h e n  n e w s  o f  t h e i r  a c t i o n  r e a c h e d  t h e  la b o r e r s  o n  th e  

H uanglinggang project, th ese  w orkers killed th e ir  superv iso rs and  

jo in e d  u p  w ith  Liu F u to n g . B ecause o l th e  re d  tu rb a n s  o f  th e  

in su rg en ts , th ey  w ere  d u b b e d  th e  "Red Army" by  th e  people, and  

are  kno w n  to  C hinese h isto ry  a s  th e  Red T u rb an  A nny. W ith in  ten  

days, th e  Red T u rb an  Army had  grow n to  m ore  th a n  100.000 m en.

j
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T h e  Y u an  g o v e rn m e n t w a s  a la rm e d  a t th e  rap id  g ro w th  o f  

Liu F u to n g ’s  force , a n d  im m e d ia te ly  d e p lo y e d  th e  A-Su Arm y, 

c o m p r is e d  o f  6.000 S e m u re n  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  H an  u n i ts ,  to  

q u a sh  th e  Red T u rb an  reb ellion . In  th e  p as t, th e  A Su A rm y w as 

a n  e li te  fo rce , b u t  it w as  n o w  a  p a le  sh a d o w  o f  i ts  fo rm er self, 

w ith  i ts  c o m m a n d e rs  w a llo w in g  in  d r in k  a n d  rev e lry  a n d  th e  

so ld ie rs  in d u lg in g  in  ra m p a n t loo ting . W h en  th e  A-Su Arm y m et 

t h e  R ed T u rb a n s ,  i ts  s u p re m e  c o m m a n d e r  tu r n e d  h is  h o rse  

a ro u n d  a n d  fled  b e fo re  fig h tin g  e v en  s ta r te d , s h o u tin g . "A bu! A 

b u ! ( -R u n . ru n !  ')." H is  s o ld i e r s  f o l lo w e d  h i s  e x a m p le  a n d  

s c a tte re d  in  a ll d ire c tio n s .

A m o n th  later. Liu Futonsfs Red T urbans succeeded in  cap turing  

severa l to w n s  in  a  row . T h e  p e asan ts  in  th e  J ia n g h u a i area, long 

u n d e r th e  in flu en ce  o f  th e  W hite  Lotus Society, jo ined  Liu Futong's 

re b e llio n . X u S h o u h u i  o f  Q ish u i (m o d e rn -d a y  X ish u i. H u b e i 

P rovince) a n d  G uo Z ix in g  o f  H ao zh o u  (m o d ern -d ay  Fengyang. 

A nhui Province), for exam ple, rebelled  u n d e r  th e  Red T u rb an  flag. 

At th e  sam e  tim e, th e re  w ere  o th e r  rebels w h o  d id  n o t u se  th e  Red 

T u rb an  Hag. su c h  a s  Z hang  Sh icheng  in  n o rth  Jiangsu.

In  1354 AD. E m peror S h u n d i o f  Y uan  o rd ered  C h ie f  M in ister 

T u o tu o  to  m u s te r  a  i.ooo.ooo-strong a rm y  c o m p rise d  o f  fo rces 

u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  p rin ces, tro o p s  fro m  th e  p ro v in ces  a n d  

from  th e  W este rn  R egions. T h ey  w e re  to  a tta c k  th e  in su rg e n ts  

led by  Z h an g  S h ich en g . w h o  h a d  ta k e n  co n tro l o f  G aoyou. T he 

Y u an  a rm y  im p o sed  a  w a te r t ig h t  s ieg e  a ro u n d  G aoyou. At th is  

critical ju n c tu re , an  in te rn a l conflic t b roke  o u t in  th e  Y uan cen tral 

g o v e rn m e n t,  w i th  E m p e ro r S h u n d i  s t r ip p in g  T u o tu o  o f  h is  

po sitio n . T h e  Y uan a rm y , w ith o u t its  C om m ander-in -C hief. soon 

w e n t in to  d isa rray  a n d  co llapsed .
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A fte r th e  Y u a n  a rm y  d is in te g ra te d ,  in s u rg e n ts  le d  b y  Liu 

F u tong  in  th e  n o r th  p re sse d  o n  a n d  ro u te d  th e  Y uan  tro o p s. In  

F ebruary  o f  th e  n e x t year. Liu F u to n g  b ro u g h t Flan S h a n lo n g 's  

so n , H a n  Lin’e r . to  B o zh o u  (m o d e rn -d a y  Bo C o u n ty . A n h u i 

Province) a n d  proc la im ed  h im  E m peror o f  th e  Song D ynasty. H an  

Lin'er w a s  given th e  title  K ing Ming, Ju n io r.

A fter lo u n d in g  th e  n ew  reg im e. H an  L in 'er a n d  Liu F u tong  

e m b a rk e d  o n  a  n o r th e rn  e x p e d itio n . A w e s te rn  a rm y  led by Li 

W u a n d  Cui De w as to  cam p aig n  in  S h aan x i. G ansu . N ingxia a n d  

S ichuan . An e as te rn  a rm y  led by M ao Gui w a s  to  a d v an ce  tow ard  

th e  Y uan c ap ita l o f  D adu th ro u g h  S h a n d o n g  a n d  H ebei. W hile  a 

c e n t r a l  a rm y  led  b y  G u a n  X ia n s h e n g  a n d  P o to u  Pan w o u ld  

cam p aig n  from  Shanxi to  Liaodong, a n d  su p p o rt th e  eas te rn  a rm y  

in  its  a tta ck  ag a in s t Dadu.

T h e  th r e e  a rm ie s  o f  t h e  n o r th e r n  e x p e d i t io n  m a d e  good 

h eadw ay , w ith  Mao G ui's  e a s te rn  a rm y  a p p ro ac h in g  D adu. A fter 

tak in g  c o n tro l o f  B ianliang. Liu F u tong  b ro u g h t H an  Lin’er, King 

Ming. Jr.. t o  B ianliang, w h ic h  w a s  n o w  d e s ig n a ted  a s  th e  c ap ita l 

o f  th e ir  reg im e. T h e  g ro w in g  s t r e n g th  o f  th e  R ed T u rb a n  Arm y 

a la rm ed  th e  Y uan  g o v e rn m en t, a n d  th e y  m u ste red  a rm e d  b a n d s  

o f  lan d o w n ers  to  su p p re ss  th e  rebellion . T he th re e  a rm ie s  o f th e  

n o r th e rn  e x p e d itio n  s u ffe re d  b a tt le  lo sses , a n d  B ian lian g  w as 

re ta k e n  by th e  Y uan  tro o p s . By o ffe r in g  a  h ig h  p o s it io n  in  th e  

Y uan  g o v e rn m e n t a n d  g e n e ro u s  m a te ria l in ce n tiv e s , th e  Y uan 

c o u rt  w as  a b le  to  b u y  o f f  Z h an g  S h ich en g . A fte r  e sc o rtin g  King 

Ming. Jr. to  th e  safety  o f  A nfeng (m odern -day  S h o u  C ounty, A nhui 

P ro v in c e ). Liu F u to n g 's  fo rc e  c a m e  u n d e r  a t t a c k  by  Z h a n g  

Shicheng. I n  1363 AD. Liu Futong d ied  in b a ttle  a n d  th e  insurgency 

o f  th e  n o rth  fa lte red  a f te r  tw e lv e  y ears o f  fighting .
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30. A M onk T urned  

Grand M arshal

As th e  Red T u rb an s  o f  Liu Fu tong  w ere fig h tin g  in  th e  n o rth . 

R ed T u rb a n s  led by G uo  Z ix in g  g rew  in  s t r e n g th  in  H aozhou . 

G uo Z ix ing  w as  a w e a lth y  m an  in  D in g y u an  (in  A nhui Province! 

w h o  w a s  a  freq u e n t ta rg e t o f  e x to r tio n  by  local o ffic ia ls  because  

o f  h is  h u m b le  o rig in . H e  jo in e d  th e  W h ite  Lotus Socie ty  o u t  o f  

in d ig n a tio n . He b e frien d ed  R obin H ood types, w in in g  a n d  d in in g  

th e m  a t  g reat e x p en se  a n d  b id in g  h is  t im e  fo r a  c h an c e  to  avenge 

all th e  w ro n g s  h e  h a d  su ffe red  by  k illin g  th e  c o rru p t o fficials.

In  1352 AD. th e  y e a r  a f te r  Liu F u to n g  s ta r te d  th e  rebellion , 

G uo  Z ix in g  saw  h is  c h a n c e  a n d . u n d e r  c o v e r  o f  n ig h t,  h e  a n d  

fo u r  f r ie n d s  led  a  few  th o u s a n d  y o u n g  m e n  o n  a ra id  in to  th e  

c ity  o f  H aozhou . k illin g  th e  g o v e rn o r a n d  ta k in g  co n tro l o f  th e  

lo ca l g o v e rn m e n t.  T h e y  a n n o u n c e d  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e i r  

rebellion, w ith  G uo Z ixing a n d  h is  fo u r frien d s  a s  g rand  m arshals.

T h e  Y uan g o v e rn m en t s e n t G eneral C herig  B ukha to  lay siege 

to  H a o zh o u . C h e rig  B u k h a  w a s  a f ra id  o f  th e  R ed T u rb a n s , so  

in s te a d  o f  la u n c h in g  a n  o ffen s iv e  h e  c a m p e d  a t a  sa fe  d is ta n c e  

fro m  th e  city . H e h a d  h is  so ld iers  c ap tu re  so m e  c iv ilians o u ts id e  

th e  c ity , a n d  rep o rted  th e se  c iv ilian s a s  p riso n e rs  o f  w a r in  o rd e r 

to  re c e iv e  c r e d i t  a n d  r e w a r d s  fro m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  

in h a b i ta n ts  o u ts id e  c ity  l im its  c o u ld  n o t b ea r th e  e x a c tio n s  o f  

th e  Y uan  troops, a n d  fled in to  th e  c ity  to  seek  th e  p ro te c tio n  o f  

G uo Zixing. T h is  in flu x  o f  re fugees sw elled  G u o 's  ranks.
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O ne ev en in g  a s  th e  Red T u rb an s  o f  H aozhou  w ere  o n  a  patro l 

n e a r  th e  d t y  gate, a  y o u n g  m o n k  cam e  tow ard  th em  a n d  expressed  

th e  w ish  to  jo in  th e  Red T u rb an  A rm y. S u sp ec tin g  th a t  h e  w as  

Y uan spy  o n  a  re co n n a is sa n ce  m issio n , th e  so ld iers  g u ard in g  th e  

gate  b o u n d  h im  u p  a n d  rep o rted  th e  in c id en t.

A fter h earin g  th e  report. G uo Z ixing d ec id ed  to  g ive  th e  m onk  

th e  b e n e f it  o f  th e  d o u b t  a n d  ro d e  to  th e  g a te  to  ta k e  a  p e rso n a l 

look. H e  fo u n d  th e  m o n k  t ie d  u p  a n d  in  rags, b u t  n e v e rth e le s s  

possessing  a  s tro n g  bu ild , th ick  eyebrow s a n d  b ig eyes. G uo Z ixing 

liked  w h a t h e  saw , a n d  im m ed ia te ly  o rd ered  h is  so ld ie rs  to  u n tie  

th e  m o n k  a n d  b rin g  h im  to  th e  o ffice  o f  th e  G rand  M arshal.

T h e  y o u n g  m o n k  w h o  w a n te d  to  o f fe r  b is  se rv ic e  to  G uo  

Z ix ing  w a s  Z hu  Y uanzhang . H is fa th e r  w as a  stru g g lin g  p easan t 

in  Z h o n g li .  H a o z h o u  le a s t  o f  m o d e rn -d a y  F e n g y a n g . A n h u i 

Province). W hen  Z hu  Y uan zh an g  w as 17. a  se rio u s  d ro u g h t a n d  a 

p lag u e  o f  lo cu s ts  s tru c k  th e  H u a ib e i area . T h is  w a s  fo llow ed  by 

an  e p id em ic , w h ic h  k illed  h is  fa th e r, b is  m o th e r  a n d  h is  e ld e s t 

b ro th er. Z h u  Y u a n zh a n g  a n d  h is  se c o n d  e ld e r b ro th e r  su rv ived , 

b u t  d id  n o t hav e  m oney  to  buy  th e  co ffin s . Only w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  

so m e  sy m p a th e tic  ne ig h b o rs w ere th ey  ab le  to  b u ry  th e ir  p a ren ts .

N ow  o rp h a n e d . Z h u  Y u a n z h a n g  h a d  a  h a rd  t im e  fe ed in g  

h im se lf . At n e ig h b o rs ' su g g e s tio n  h e  b e ca m e  a  ju n io r  m o n k  at 

th e  n e a rb y  H u a n g ju e  T e m p le  so  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  a t  le a s t  h a v e  

so m e th in g  to  e a t  T h is  is  h o w  Z hu Y u an zh an g  b e ca m e  a  m onk. 

T h e  ju n io r  m o n k s  in  th e  tem p le  w ere  a c tu a lly  m en ia l se rv an ts . 

Z hu  Y u an zh an g  w a ited  o n  h is  m as te r  a n d  o n  th e  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  

w h o  w e re  h i s  s e n io r s ,  r i s in g  e a r ly  a n d  g o in g  to  b e d  la te , 

pe rfo rm in g  c h o res  su c h  as sw eep in g  th e  tem p le  g rounds, p u ttin g  

u p  in ce n se  s tick s , rin g in g  th e  bell a n d  co o k in g  m eals.
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H ow ever, g e ttin g  fed ;it t lie  tem p le  w a s  ziot easy, b ecau se  th e  

tem p le  d e p e n d e d  o n  re n t p a id  to  it in  th e  fo rm  o f  rice . D uring  

th is  tim e  o f  n a tu ra l  d isa s te rs , th e  tem p le  w a s  n o t  re ce iv in g  its  

ren t. A fter o n ly  fifty  d ay s a t  th e  tem p le . Z h u  Y uan zh an g  realized 

th a t  th e y  w e re  r u n n in g  o u t  o f  fo o d . H is  m a s te r  a n d  fe llo w  

s tu d e n ts  had  all gone o u t to  beg  fo r a lm s. Z hu  Y u an zh an g  h im se lf  

w a s  se n t o u t o f  th e  tem p le  w ith  a n  a lm s bow l a n d  a  sm all w ooden 

Hsh d ru m  to  beg a lm s  in th e  H uaix i area. T h ree  y e a rs  later, w ith  

th e  e ffe c ts  o f  th e  n a tu ra l d is a s te r s  e a s in g  a  b it. h e  re tu rn e d  to  

th e  H u an g ju e  T em ple.

A year late r, th e  Red T u rb a n  A rm y s ta r te d  its  rebellion . News 

o f  Liu F u to n g 's  c a p tu re  o f  Y in g zh o u . S e sa m e  Li ta k in g  X uzhou. 

a n d  s o  f o r th ,  f i l t e r e d  i n to  t h e  t e m p le  a n d  r e a c h e d  Z h u  

Y u an zh an g fs ears. At y ear 's  e n d . h e  h e a rd  th a t  th e  Red T u rb a n s  

h a d  ta k e n  H aozhou . Z hu  Y u a n zh a n g  h a d  a lso  h ea rd  so m e  tim e  

ago  a b o u t  th e  c o m in g  o f  M aitreya B o d h isa ttva  to  b rin g  sa lvation  

to  th e  m asses. T h e  n e w s a b o u t th e  sp read in g  rebellion  o f  th e  Red 

T u rb a n s  a n d  t h e  d e fe a t  o f  Y u an  tro o p s  in  b a t t le  a f te r  b a t t le  

re in fo rc e d  h is  s e n s e  t h a t  th e  s a lv a t io n  o f  th e  p o o r  a n d  th e  

d o w n tro d d en  w as  near. H e d ec id ed  to  leave th e  H uangjue  Tem ple 

to  o ffe r  h is  se rv ice  to  G uo Z ix ing  in  H aozhou.

In  h is  c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  Z h u  Y u a n zh a n g . G uo Z ix in g  w as 

im p re ssed  by Iris a r tic u la te n e ss . Im m e d ia te ly , h e  h a d  h im  tak e  

o f f  h is  c a s so c k  a n d  c h a n g e  in to  a  m ilita ry  u n ifo rm . G uo Z ixing 

m ad e  h im  a  c lose  bodyguard .

Zhu Y u an zh an g  had  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to  sh o w  h is  ta le n ts  in  th e  

Red T u rb an  Arm y. H e w a s  co u rag eo u s a n d  a s tu te  in  b a ttle , and  

G uo Z ixing placed great t ru s t  in  h im . a lw ays co n su ltin g  h im  liefore 

a b a ttle . Zhu Y uanzhangfs s ta tu re  grew  a m o n g  th e  Red T urbans.

4
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Л frien d  o f  G uo Z ixin s, by  llie  n a m e  o f  Ma, d ie d  o f  illn ess  

th e  y ea r G uo s ta r te d  th e  re b e llio n . Ma h a d  e n tru s te d  h is  o n ly  

d a u g h te r  to  th e  c a re  o f  G uo Z ix ing  on h is  d e a th b ed . T h e  girl w as 

b ro u g h t h o m e  b y  G uo a n d  g iv en  to  h is  w ife  to  ta k e  ca re  o f  as it 

sh e  w ere  th e ir  b io logical d a u g h te r . G uo Z ix ing  h a d  b een  looking 

fo r a  s u i ta b le  h u s b a n d  fo r he r. R eco g n iz in g  Z h u  Y u an zh an  s 

a b ilitie s , h e  d is c u s se d  w ith  h is  w ife  th e  id e a  o f  m arry in g  Ma s 

d a u g h te r  to  Z h u  Y uan zh an g . H is w ife  a p p ro v ed  o f  th e  idea . too. 

W hen  th e  ju n io r  m o n k  o f  th e  H uan g ju e  T em ple  b ecam e th e  son- 

in -law  o f  G ran d  M arsh a l G uo. h e  acq u ired  a  sp ec ia l s ta tu s . T h e  

Red T u rb a n s  took  to  c a llin g  h im  "M aster Zhu".

T h ere  w ere five G ran d  M arshals, in c lu d in g  G uo Zixing. in  th e  

Red T u rb a n  A rm y in  H ao zh o u . T h e  five  m a rsh a ls  w ere  e q u a l in  

ran k , a n d  th e re fo re  n o  o n e  h a d  a u th o r i ty  o v e r  a n y  o f  th e  o th e r  

m arshals. U n like  G uo  Zixing. th e  o th e r  fo u r m arsh a ls  h a d  carried  

o v er h a b its  a n d  s ty le s  acq u ired  in  th e ir  sw ash b u ck lin g  d ay s, and  

h a d  n o  r e sp e c t  fo r  d is c ip l in e .  G u o  Z ix in g  w a s  in c re a s in g ly  

an n o y ed  by th em , a n d  th ey  by h im . T en sio n s b e tw een  th em  grew  

w ith  th e  passage  o f  tim e, a n d  th e  o th e r  fo u r ganged u p  to  side line  

G uo Z ixing. O nce  th e y  n early  killed  Guo, b u t h e  w a s  saved  w h en  

Z hu  Y u a n zh a n g  cam e  to  h is  re scu e  a f te r  lea rn in g  o f  th e  plot.

F ind ing  so m e  c o m m a n d ers  in  th e  rebel a rm y  n arro w -m in d ed  

a n d  petty , Z hu  Y uan zh an g  felt h e  w o u ld  n o t acco m p lish  a n y th in g  

u n d e r  th em . H e re tu rn e d  to  h is  h o m e to w n  to  rec ru it for h is  o w n  

arm y. Xu Da a n d  T an g  He. f r ien d s  f ro m  h is  y o u th , c am e  to  o ffer 

th e ir  se rv ice  a f te r  h e a r in g  th a t  Z h u  Y u a n zh a n g  h a d  b e c o m e  a 

c o m m a n d e r  in  th e  Red T u rb an  Arm y. In  le s s  th a n  te n  d ay s, he  

w as ab le  to  a ssem b le  a  force o f  700. In su b seq u e n t a tta ck s  against 

Y uan  troops, h e  w a s  ab le  to  p ick ed  u p  m a n y  d efec to rs .
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H a v in g  g a th e re d  a  l ig h t in g  fo rce . Z h u  Y u a n z h a n g  p u t it 

th ro u g h  in ten s iv e  tra in in g  a n d  in stilled  rigorous d isc ip lin e  in  th e  

so ld ie rs  a n d  officers, c rea tin g  a n  a rm y  to  b e  reck o n ed  w ith .

An in te llec tu a l in D ingyuan called  Li S h an ch an g . w h o  w a s  an  

ex p ert in tac tic s  a n d  stra tegy , a lso  c am e  to  Z hu  Y uan zh an g . Well 

a w a re  o l h is  k n o w le d g e , Z h u  Y u a n z h a n g  k e p t h im  o n  its an  

adv iser. O nce. Z hu  Y uanzhang  ask ed  Li S h an ch an g . "W ar is raging 

a c ro ss  th e  c o u n try . W hen  w ill w e hav e  peace?"

Li S h a n c h a n g  rep lied . "T he sa m e  c h a o s  p lag u ed  th e  w a n in g  

y e ars  o f  th e  Q in  D ynasty . E m peror Gaozu o f  H an. a  c iv ilian , w as 

ab le  to  u n ify  th e  c o u n try  in o n ly  five y ears b ecau se  o f  h is  physical 

s t re n g th ,  h is  a b il i ty  to  ta p  ta le n t,  a n d  h is  w isd o m  in  a v o id in g  

n eed less  killing . N ow  th a t  th e  Y uan  D ynasty  is  in  su c h  po litica l 

c h a p s  a n d  an arch y  reigns, w h y  d o n 't  you  e m u la te  E m peror Gaozu 

o f  Han?"

From  th a t  m o m e n t on . Z hu  Y u a n zh a n g  se t  o u t  to  be a n o th e r  

E m peror G aozu o f  Han.

At th e  h e a d  o f  th e  a rm y  t r a in e d  b y  h im . Z h u  Y u a n zh a n g  

c a p tu re d  C h u zh o u  a n d  H e zh o u  in  q u ick  su ccess io n . In  th e  year 

H an  Lin’er. King Ming. Jr.. b ecam e E m peror in  Bozhou, G uo Z ixing 

d ied  o f  illness. King Ming. Jr. m ade  G uo T ianxu . G uo Zixin s sou. 

G rand  M arshal and  Z hu  Y uanzhang  D eputy G rand  M arshal.
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W ith  G uo T ianxu  lack ing  experience  in  co m m an d in g  a n  army, 

a n d  w ith  Z h u  Y u a n z h a n g  c o m m a n d in g  th e  lo y a lty  o f  m o s t  

o ffice rs  a n d  m en  o f  th e  Red T u rb an  Arm y, w ith  Z hu  Y uanzhang . 

th e  n o m in a l  D ep u ty  M arsh a l, w ie ld e d  re a l a u th o r i ty .  S h o rtly  

a fte rw ard s. G uo T ianxu  w as killed  by  tra ito rs  in  a n  a ttack  a g a in st 

J iq in g  ( m o d e r n - d a y  N a n jin g . J i a n g s u  P ro v in c e ) ,  a n d  Z h u  

Y uan zh an g  b e ca m e  G rand  M arshal.

W ith  th e  m ilita ry  u n d e r  h is  co n tro l. Z hu  Y u a n zh a n g  ro u ted  

th e  naval fo rce  o f  th e  Y uan  D y n asty  a n d  led  h is  m ass iv e  a rm y  

a c r o s s  t h e  r iv e r  to  a t t a c k  J iq in g . w h e re  i t s  h a l f  a  m il l io n  

in h a b i ta n ts  a n d  d e fe n d e rs  su rre n d e re d . A fter e n te r in g  th e  c ity . 

Z hu  Y u an zh an g  issu ed  a n  o rd e r to  reassu re  th e  in h a b ita n ts , and  

c h a n g e d  th e  n a m e  o f  t h e  c ity  to  Y in g tia n . From  th e n  o n  Z hu  

Y u a n z h a n g  w o u ld  e x p a n d  h is  in f lu e n c e  to  J i a n g 'n a n  w ith  

Y ing tian  a s  h is  base.
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