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To the Reader

Acquisition of proficiency in a foreign language calls for
diligent practices in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
Learning Chinese is no exception. To a student of Chinese,
extensive reading exercises are as important as constant
exposure to spoken Mandarin.

Cultural China: Chinese-English Headers series is an open-
ended series of collections of writings in Chinese, mostly
essays and short stories by contemporary Chinese writers. Our
purpose in putting together this bilingual series is to help you
enjoy contemporary Chinese literature and other writings in
their authentic, unadulterated flavor and to understand the
Chinese society, culture, history, and the contemporary life of
the Chinese people as you learn the language and hone your
reading skills. A bilingual text will assist you in better savoring
these works and in checking your understanding of the
Chinese original against the English translation.

We hope you will like this volume.

- the Editor
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About the Book

Tales From Five Thousand Years of Chinese History is .1
collection of stories arranged in chronological order, covering a
period from ancient times to the pre-Opium-War Qing Dynasty.

The topics were selected by educator and linguist. Lin Handa
(igoo-1972). who drew up the outline for the collection and
contributed some chapters. Following Lin's death. Cao Yuzhang
(1924-1996) took over his mantle and completed the work. This
combined effort of two consecutive authors has enjoyed wide
appeal by virtue of its historical accuracy, well-structured
narrative, fluent writing and distinctive style.

The bilingual Tales from Five Thousand Years o fChinese
History Illlstarts from the unification of China by Qin Shihuang,
and culminates in the Yellow Turban Uprising during the last
years of the Eastern Han Dynasty. For the sake of brevity, the
original Chinese work has been slightly abridged in this bilingual

edition.
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Qin Shihumiv - the

I. Qin Shihuang - the First

Emperor of Unified China

After conquering the six major sovereign slates, thereby
ending the divisions of the Warring States Period and unifying
China. King Zheng of Qin viewed his own accomplishments
as dwarfing those of the legendary Three Huang (Three August
Onesl and Five Or (Five Sovereigns). Believing that the title of
wang (king) no longer did justice to his unprecedented
achievements, he decided to create a new title, huangdi.
Huangdi combined the word huang from the Three Huang
and the word difrom the Five Dr. Being the first huangdi. King
Zheng adopted the name. Shihuangdi (the First Emperor). He
then decreed that his successor would be referred to as Er
Shihuangdi (the Second Emperor), the successor of his
successor as San Shihuangdi (the Third Emperor), and so on.
for ten thousand generations'.

After the unification of China, questions arose as how to
govern a country of such immense size.

At an imperial audience. Chief Counselor Wang Wan said
to Qin Shihuang. "Now that the conquest of these sovereign
states has been so recently accomplished, it is essential that
fiefs be created and princes be named to them, especially for
states geographically distant from the imperial capital.
Xianyang, such as the states of Van. Chu and Qi. I urge his

Majesty to appoint his sons to rule those fiefs."

13
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Qin Shihuang then asked his other ministers lor comments
on this suggestion, and many agreed. Li Si was the lone voice
of dissent. He argued. When King Wu of Zhou founded his
dynasty, lie created feudal lords, who soon became bitter
enemies vowing each other's destruction. Not even the King
of Zhou could dissuade them from this path of mutual ruin.
Clearly creating fiefs is a bad idea. A better approach would
be to create a nation wide system of prefectures and counties."

This idea was music to Qin Shihuangs ears. He abolished
the old feudal system in favor of this new administrative
structure, dividing the empire into 36 prefectures, each
subdivided into a number of counties. The governors of the
prefectures were directly appointed by the imperial court. All
decisions, big and small, pertaining to the administration of
the state, were made by the emperor. In those days, petitions
and reports were written on long pieces of bamboo. It is said
that Qin Shihuang read through 12071x 11J'n equals 1/2
kilogram! worth of these a day, and would not rest until he
had finished reading all of them. This is an indication to the
degree authority was concentrated in his hands.

Before Qin Shihuang unified China, each sovereign state had
its own distinct system of standardization, without any thought
to harmonizing its standards with another slate. Thus, local
vehicles varied in size depending upon the state, and the roads
in each state were built to suit the width of their vehicles. With
the country unified, the disparate widths of roads became a
hindrance to vehicular traffic. It was henceforth decreed that
forvehicles the distance between the wheels on an axle had to

be uniformly exactly six chi 1l chi equals V3 meter). This new
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institution of vehicular-gauge standardization proved to be a
great boon to transportation across the country.

Before unification, linguistic chaos prevailed, often with a
confusing array of variations o f written forms for the same word.
Qin Shihuangs government adopted a standardized formofwritten
language, and an easy to-use system of handwriting. This new
institution of written-language standardization was instrumental
in promoting cultural exchange throughout the nation.

The boom in business that came with improved
communication and transportation was held back by a lack of
common weights and measures. Therefore, to facilitate trade and
commercial exchanges, the Qin government standardized these.

As Qin Shihuang busied himselfin domestic reforms, an
invasion of the Xiongnu (known as the Huns in the West)
surprised the country. The Xiongnu was a nomadic tribe that
traditionally lived in the north. In the waning years ol the
Warring States Period, the Xiongnu nobility had taken
advantage of the decline of the stales of Van and Zhao. They
steadily pushed southward and finally grabbed vast areas in
the Hetao Region (the Great Bend of the Yellow River). After
unifying China. Qin Shihuang dispatched General Meng Tian
at the head ofa 300,000-strong army to fight off the invading
Xiongnu. This army recovered the lost territory in Hetao. and
Qin subsequently established 44 counties there.

In order to ward off future invasions by the Xiongnu, Qin
Shihuang conscripted civilians to begin a construction project
linking the walls previously built by each of the states of Van.
Zhao and Qin as part of their northern defenses. As part of

the project, long segments of new -walls_were constructed.

4
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constituting a defensive Great Wall that extended to.ooo0 /i
liequals 1/2 kilometer). The Wall stretched from Lintao in the
west (modern-day Min County. Gansu Province! to Liaodong
in the east (northwest of modern-day Liaoyang. Liaoning
Province). This world-renowned structure from antiquity has
since become the symbol of the ancient civilization of China.

Qin Shihuang then went on to pacify the south of China
by sending an expeditionary force of 500.000 men. He
established three prefectures there. The following year, after
the Xiongnu had been finally defeated by General Meng Tian.
another prefecture was added to the map of Qin, which now
comprised a total of 40 prefectures.

In 213 BCE, a banquet was held in the imperial palace in
Xianyang in celebration of Qin Shihuang s brilliant
accomplishment ofexpanding Qin's territory. As minister after
minister lavished praise on Qin Shihuang for his feat of
unifying China, the erudite Chun Yuyue sounded a discordant
note when he reiterated his opposition to the abolition of the
giving ol fiefs, arguing that any departure from the rules
handed down from antiquity would be doomed to failure.

Qin Shihuang wanted to hear the view of Li Si. who had
by now been appointed Chief Counselor.

Li Si said. Now that stability has returned to the country, laws
and decrees need to have a unified source. There are some
intellectuals who would like to imitate antiquity instead of
grappling with the present. They make ill-considered, irresponsible
comments about the affairs of state, causing confusion among
the public. Such a state of affairs, ifallowed to go on unchecked,

would undercut the authority of the imperial court.-
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Acting on Li Sis recommendations. Qin Shihuang
immediately decreed. "With the exception ofbooks on medicine
and tree planting, all privately-held books of song and verse,
ancient texts, classics, and writings representing the views of
various schools of thought must be surrendered to be burned.
The discussion of these books by anyone is punishable by
death. Anyone who criticizes present policies by invoking the
practices of antiquity will see his entire clan exterminated."

The following year. Qin Shihuang learned that two men.
Lu Sheng and Hou Sheng, had been privately criticizing him.
These men were alchemists who defrauded people by selling
elixirs and invoking spirits. When Qin Shihuang sent agents
to arrest these men. they slipped away.

This mightily annoyed Qin Shihuang. He ordered
investigations which revealed that some Confucian scholars in
Xianyang had also been making unflattering remarks about him.
These scholars were the rounded up. Under interrogation and
torture, they implicated many more people. Qin Shihuang then
ordered that the more than 460 Confucian scholars accused of
the most serious transgressions be buried alive. The rest were
exiled to remote locations on the frontiers. This is the
historically famous or infamous fen shu keng ru (buming-of-
books-and-burying-of-Confucian-scholarsl incident.

No high official dared try calming Qin Shihuang down in the
heat ofhis anger. Finding the treatment of the Confucian scholars
too harsh. Qin Shihuangs eldest son Fu Su tried to dissuade
him from following it through. This advice incurred the wrath
ofQin Shihuang. who ordered Fu Suoffto the northern frontiers

to share garrison duties with General Meng Tian.
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2. Intrigues at Shaqiu

Qin Shihuang was well aware that following his
conquest of the six sovereign states, an ever-present threat
was that the former nobility of those states might rebel. To
keep better watch over them, he ordered the relocation of
the empire's 120.000 wealthiest families to Xianyang. He
had all civilian weapons collected up. Those weapons not
redistributed to bis troops were melted down to make 12
giant bronze statues each weighing 240.000Jin. A number
of grand bells were also made from them. After all the
weapons were gathered up. Qin Shihuang believed that no
one would make new weapons.

He undertook frequent inspection tours to different parts
of the empire. These tours were intended to offer sacrifices
to the spirits of the famous mountains and rivers, and to
commission the carving of glowing tributes to himself on
mountain boulders in order to remind posterity of his
accomplishments. Additionally, these tours were intended
as a show of force, a muscle-flexing to instill fear in the hearts
of the deposed nobility of the six conquered states.

In 210 BCE. Qin Shihuang s tours took him to southeast
China. He was accompanied by Chief Counselor Li Si and
Zhao Gao. a eunuch from his court. Hu Hai. a favored younger
son. asked to tag along, and Qin Shihuang readily agreed.

The trip took him across the Qiantang River into Guiji

Prefecture and then north to Langya (modern-day Jiaonan
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County, Shandong Province). Starting the trip in the winter,
by summer he began his return to the capital. On his journey
home, he fell ill at Pingyuan Ferry (south of modern-day
Pingyuan County. Shandong Province). Despite his
accompanying physician's treatment and care, there was no
sign of improvement.

By the time the party reached Shaqiu (west ol modern-day
Guangzong County. Hebei Province), his health had
deteriorated. Sensing the approach ol death. Qin Shihuang
instructed Zhao Gao. Write Fu Su without delay and tell him
to immediately return to Xianyang. In case Ido not recover,
put him in charge of the funeral arrangements.'

Before there was time to send the letter, Qin Shihuang
passed away.

Zhao Gao was Hu Hais confidant and had a running feud
with the Meng Tian clan. He secretly consulted Hu Hai on
the idea of falsifying Qin Shihuang s last will to have Fu Su
put to death, thus assuring Hu Hai s ascension to the throne.
As Hu Flai had been waiting all of his lifejust for such an
opportunity, he immediately agreed.

Knowing that such an undertaking must have the approval
of Li Si. Zhao Gao went to him and said. The Emperor's last
will and the imperial seal are in Hu Hai s possession.
Succession to the throne now hinges on the two of us. Whats
your thought on the matter? '

'What treasonous words! It does not behoove us servants
to discuss such matters.' Li Si replied in shocked disapproval.

Zhao Gao answered. '"Hold on! Let me ask you this: Do you

think you are more capable or have more accomplishments
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under your belt than Meng Tian? Do you enjoy closer ties with
Fu Su than Meng Tian does?’

Li Si thought for a moment. "No. Ican't compete.' he replied.

Zhao Gao responded, 'if Fu Su became emperor, he will
definitely appoint Meng Tian as Chief Counselor. You would
then have no choice but to retire to your hometown. Nothing
can be more obvious. Prince Hu Hai is kind-hearted and good-
natured. If he becomes emperor, you and 1will be taken care
of for the rest of our lives. Think about it!'

Frightened by the prospect of losing his position as
Chief Counselor, with Zhao Gaos cajoling Li Si conspired
with Hu Hai to forge an imperial edict under Qin
Shihuang s seal. The edict accused Fu Su of giving a poor
performance on his frontier duty, and of nursing a grudge
against his father, the Emperor. The edict went on to
charge General Meng Tian and Fu Su with conspiracy. It
demanded that they should cede command to the Vice-
General Wang Li and commit suicide.

After he read the forged edict, Fu Su wept. He was ready
to obey the order and commit suicide. However, Meng Tian
suspected that the edict was forged, and urged Fu Su to
appeal before Qin Shihuang. Fu Su. a simple, honest person,
replied. How can I appeal, given the fact that it is my father
the Emperor who desires my death?" With that remark he
killed himself.

Hu Hai then ascended the throne by virtue of the 'last
will of Qin Shihuang*. a forgery made by Zhao Gao and Li Si.
He assumed the title of Qin Er Shi (literally, the Second
Emperor of Qin).



K ot # T £ 6&KMO L ww-m. ow v ow w
K am kK . e it Ne$$58% m @awnmar«*E ,«+ -10w
7%1 t-7 & £ir£ 7 2ENe. u7
A ARXATHNOer-unsap MM K &oKoke * #

7. £MWUBWM7T $*B. I *1I .



After the burial of Qin Shihuang. Qin Er Shi and Zhao
Gao. like all criminals, were haunted by a perpetual fear that
their crime might be discovered. To keep the circumstances
surrounding their usurpation of the throne secret, at Zhao
Gaos urging Hu Hai ordered the death of his siblings, twelve
princes and ten princesses in all. and a large number of
government ministers. A year later, Zhao Gao tricked Er Shi
into arresting and killing their co-conspirator. Li Si. With Li
Si out of the way. Zhao Gao took his place as Chief Counselor

and wielded undisputed power.
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3- The Rebellion of
Chen Sheng and Wu Guang

In order to check the advances of the Xiongnu, Qin
Shihuang had built the Great Wall, fielded a 300.000-strong
army, and conscripted hundreds of thousands of laborers.
During the reign of Qin Er Shi. an additional 300.000 troops
and civilian laborers were mobilized to develop south China,
700.000 prisoners were employed in the construction of the
huge, sumptuous Grand Palace at Epang. and hundreds of
thousands of convict and civilian laborers were conscripted
forthe construction ofthe grand Mausoleum for Qin Shihuang.

The Mausoleum was impressively large both above and
below ground. Its foundation, poured of molten copper, was
surmounted by stone sepulchers, chambers, passageways and
crypts. In the main burial chamber. Qin Er Shi had his
craftsmen create a life like landscape with rivers, lakes and
oceans that used mercury to simulate water.

After Qin Shihuang was laid to rest in his tomb, booby-
traps were installed to kill and deter would-be grave robbers.
Finally, all the craftsmen involved in the construction of the
tomb were ruthlessly buried alive in the underground
passages. Not one was spared.

The construction ofthe Grand Palace at Epang was already
embarked upon by Qin Er Shi and Zhao Gao even before the

completion of the Mausoleum. In a country with a population
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ofonly 20 million, a total of 2 to 3 million people had at one
time or another been conscripted to work on construction
projects such as the Great Wall, the Grand Palace at Epang,
and the Mausoleum, to garrison the southern border regions,
and to engage in other projects of forced labor. Such an
extravagant expenditure of human and financial resources led
to universal discontent.

In 209 BCE. local officials in Yangcheng (southeast of
modern day Dengfeng, Henan Province) sent two military
officers supervising 900 civilian conscripts to garrison duty
in Yuyang (southwest of modern-day Miyun in Beijing). The
two officers picked two strong, capable men from the group
as overseers. One of them was Chen Sheng. who had been a
hired farmhand in Yangcheng. The other was Wu Guang, a
poor peasant from Yangxia (modern-day Taikang County.
Henan Province).

Chen Sheng had shown himselfto be ambitious even at a
young age. As he labored alongside other farmhands for their
landlord, he often bemoaned the squandering of his youthful
energy in this perennial slavish toil, and vowed to accomplish
great things one day.

On one occasion, he exclaimed to his co-workers as they
took a break by the field. Tfany of us prospers in the future,
he must not forget the rest of the gang!-

The others ridiculed the idea by saying. What prosperity
could a hired hand expect?"

Heaving a sigh. Chen Sheng muttered to himself. How
can a sparrow be expected to understand the aspirations

of a swan?"
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Chen Sheng and Wu Guang were strangers before they
joined the gang of conscripts, but their common fate soon
made them fast friends. Since the gang of conscripts was
under a tight deadline to get to Yuyang. the group rushed
north for days on end. frightened by the dire consequences
of failure.

As the group reached tire village of Daze (southeast of
modern-day Suzhou. Anhui Province), its advance was
blocked by flooding due to days of pouring rain. The
conscripts had no choice but to pitch tents and wait for the
weather to clear up enough for them to resume their march.

Under draconian Qin laws, the failure of the conscripts
toreach their destination on time meant certain death, when
the rain showed no sign of letting up, the conscripts became
agitated like so many ants on a hot frying pan, not knowing
what to do.

Chen Sheng pulled Wu Guang aside and said to him. 'We
are still thousands of /i from Yuyang. Are we going to let
ourselves be killed?-

No way!" Wu Guang replied. "Let's escape!"

Chen Sheng answered him. It is death for us if we are
caught deserting. We will also die if we rebel and fail. Since
we are going to die in either case. I find rebellion more
appealing than banding ourselves over to the executioner.
People have suffered enough under Qin. Qin Er Shi is a
younger son and bad no claim to the throne in the first place.
There is a lot of sympathy for Fu Su. By all rights, he should
have become emperor. Now. the valor and military exploits

of General Xiang Yan of the state of Chu are widely
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VucC

recognized. It's not clear whether or not he's still alive, but
if we revolt in the name of Fu Su and Xiang Yan. I'm sure
the people of Chu will rally to our cause.'

Chen Sheng's idea met with the enthusiastic approval of
Wu Guang. In order to lend added credence to their cause,
they came up with several ploys to fully capitalize on the
superstitious beliefs prevalent at the time. They wrote "Chen
Sheng is King' in vermilion on a white piece of silk, and
stuffed it into the belly of a fish being sold by a fishmonger.
The fish was bought by some soldiers in their unit. These
soldiers were flabbergasted when they were cleaning the fish
for cooking and found this handwritten message inside it.

Lateone night. Wu Guang snuck into a dilapidated temple
near their campsite and lit a bonfire. Mimicking the barking
of a fox. he started shouting. "Great Chu is rising, and Chen
Sheng is King!" All of the soldiers in the camp were filled
with wonder and terror when they heard the cries.

The next day. because of these eerie happenings, the sight
of Chen Sheng inspired much pointing and whispering
among the soldiers. Aided by his kindly nature. Chen Sheng
rose in esteem among his comrades.

One day. finding the two officers in an inebriated state.
Wu Guang said in a taunting voice. "We are going to miss the
deadline anyway. Why don't youjust dismiss us and let us
go home?" The officers were predictably provoked. One of
them hit Wu Guang with his officer s staff, and then
threatened him with his sword. Wu Guang wrested the sword
from the officer and killed him with it. At that moment. Chen

Sheng rushed up and killed the other officer.
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Chen Sheng then called the soldiers together and said to
them. "We men must not die in vain. We must die lor a cause.
Are kings and noblemen preordained?"

The men cried out in unison. "Well said! We are at your
command!"

Chen Sheng had the soldiers build a command platform
and make a battle (lag displaying the word "Chu". The men
vowed before the gods to fight together and overthrow the
Qin Dynasty, pledging allegiance to Chen Shengand Wu Guang.
The 900 men handily took over the village of Daze. When
peasants in neighboring villages heard of the uprising, they
came bearing food for the insurgents. Many young men with
hoes and pickaxes on their shoulders came to the camp to
enlist. Since the growing army of insurgents had insufficient
weapons and flags to go around, they jury-rigged weapons
using sharpened wooden rods, and made flagpoles by splitting
bamboo stems. Thus was bom the first contingent of peasant
rebels in Chinese history. This event is historically known as

jiegan erqi(literally, "uprising with raised sticks ).

Following the fall of Chen County (modern-day Huaiyang.
Henan Province) to the insurgents. Chen Sheng had a meeting
with the residents, who said to him. "You are rising up against
the tyrannical Qin in order to redress the grievances of the
people across the nation. Fora great undertaking like this, you
deserve to be king."

Chen Sheng was thus declared King of Chu, and the name

of his kingdom was called Zhang Chu.
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4. Liu Bang and Xiang Yu

The peasant rebellion started by Chen Sheng and Wu Guang
inspired the killings of officials elsewhere. Soon the tide of
peasant uprisings engulfed nearly halfof China.

With the help of reinforcements sent by Chen Sheng and
Wu Guang. insurgents in various localities began to win victory
after victory and to expand the areas under rebel control.
However, with the rebel forces spread too thin and the line ol
command ill defined and fragmented, the control over some
areas reverted to the deposed nobility of the six conquered
states. Within barely three months ofthe start of the rebellion,
the states of Zhao. Qi. Yan and Wei all had self-proclaimed
kings setting out to restore the old kingdoms.

A rebel army dispatched by Chen Sheng went on a
westward offensive under the command of Zhou Wen. It
moved into Guanzhong (west of Hangu Passl like a hot knife
through butter, posing a direct threat to Xianyang. the
imperial capital of Qin. Thrown into a panic. Qin Er Shi
posthaste sent his general Zhang Han to Lishan, where the
convicts and slaves on hard labor were relieved from their
work and conscripted into a fighting force to be pitched
against the insurgents. However, the deposed nobility of
the six conquered states refused to venture beyond the
borders of their states to lend a hand to Zhou Wen. Zhou
Wen s army, left to fend for itself, finally crumbled. Wu

Guang was then killed by his own subordinates in Xingyang.
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Six months into the uprising. Chen Sheng died at the hands
of traitors as his troops were in retreat.

Despite the deaths of Chen Sheng and Wu Guang. the fire
sparked by their uprising against the Qin Dynasty continued
to spread to all parts of the empire. Guiji Prefecture lin
modern-day Suzhou, Jiangsu Province! saw one of the more
intense manifestations of this anti-Qin passion.

In Guiji. the armed rebellion was led by Xiang Liang and
his nephew Xiang Yu. Xiang Liang was none other than the
son of Xiang Yan, the famous general of the former state of
Chu. Xiang Yan had committed suicide in the aftermath of an
attack by the Qin General Wang Jian because he could not
countenance the shame of Chu s destruction as a state.
Afterwards. Xiang Liang had always harbored the thought of
one day restoring the state of Chu. His nephew Xiang Yu was
well endowed both mentally and physically. However, when
Xiang Liang had tried to teach Xiang Yu how to read. Xiang
Yus reading lessons lasted only a few days because of his lack
of enthusiasm. Then, when Xiang Liang tried to teach him
the art of the sword. Xiang Yu soon gave up on that. too.

Reacting to Xiang Liang'sanger. Xiang Yu said dismissively.
"What's the use of learning to read? It helps you remember
how to write your own name. Thats it. And so what if you
master the art of the sword! It enables you to thrust and parry
with a few opponents. No big deal! What I want to learn is
how to fight a grand war."

Impressed by his nephew s lofty ambition, Xiang Liang
brought out heirloom books that had been handed down from

generation to generation about the art of war. Xiang Yu was
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quick on the uptake when his uncle explained the books to
him. but refused to delve any deeper as soon as he had had a
general grasp of the ideas in the books.

Xiang Liang had originally been from Xiaxiang (southwest
of modern-day Suqian. Jiangsu Province) before he got into
trouble with somebody there and was forced to Jlee to Guiji.
Many young people in his adopted city were much impressed
by his scholarly and martial accomplishments and treated him
with deference, looking to him as a teacher.

Soon after learning of Chen Sheng s rebellion. Xiang Liang
and Xiang Yu realized their opportunity had come, so they
killed the governor of Guiji and took over the prefecture. In a
few days, they had rallied 8.000 men to their cause. Since most
of the members of the rebel force were local youths, it got the
name of Zi Di Bing, or "the Young Folks Army."

They led this 8.000-strong army across the Huai River and
soon took over the Guangling Prefecture (in modern-day
Yangzhou. Jiangsu Province). As the troops led by Xiang Liang
crossed the river and continued their march, more people
joined in.

The lollowing year, a man named Liu Bang at the head ofa
group of more than a hundred combatants attached himself
to Xiang Liang's army.

Liu Bang was originally from Pei County (inJiangsu Province),
and had previously been the head of a ling (a /ling was an
administrative division about ten //, or about five kilometers,
in length). He was ordered one day by his superior to take a
group of conscripted laborers to Lishan to do hard labor. Each

day on their forced march, several laborers would run away.
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and there was nothing Liu Bang could do to Stanch the loss. He
realized that he would have a hard time accounting for the
reduced size of his work force once he arrived in Lishan.

One day during a rest break, he said to the laborers
sitting around him on the ground. When you reach Lishan.
what awaits you is either death by exhaustion or death by
beating. Even if you escape death, there s no telling when
you'll be allowed to go home. I m going to free you now to
find a living for yourselves.-

The grateful laborers were moved to tears by this act of
generosity. They asked him, "What s going to happen to you. sir?-

Icant go back now. so 1 1l be on the run.- Liu Bang replied.

A dozen laborers then decided then to stick with him and
somehow find a way to survive by pooling their wits.

Liu Bang and his followers fled into the Mangdang Mountains.
Withinjust a few days over a hundred men joined them there.

Xiao He. a secretary in the Pei County government, and
Cao Shen. a prison warden, knew Liu Bang to be a trustworthy
person. Because of their sympathy for him. they maintained
secret contact with him and his group.

When Chen Sheng’s insurgents captured Chen County. Xiao
He and the residents of Pei County killed their own county
magistrate and invited Liu Bang to come out of the Mangdang
Mountains to be their new chief. Liu Bang thus came to be
known as the Duke of Pei.

Alter Liu Bang launched his uprising in Pei County, he
mustered a couple of thousands of men and had them capture
his home village. Fengxiang. However, as he led a contingent

of soldiers in a campaign to seize other county towns, the
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subordinates who had stayed behind in Fengxiang surprised
him with their own little rebellion. When Liu Bang got wind
of the betrayal, he wanted to turn back and march on
Fengxiang but. finding himself in need of more soldiers for
the attack, had to turn to other sources for support.

When he reached Liucheng (southeast of Pei County. Jiangsu
Province), he encountered Zhang Liang, a very capable soldier
well-versed in the art of war. Zhang had intended tojoin other
insurgents with his hundred followers. When he met Liu Bang,
the two immediately hit it off. They both reckoned that Xiang
Liangs army was the largest of all the nearby insurgent groups,
so they decided to cast in their lot with him.

Xiang Liang saw much promise in Liu Hang and willingly
lent him the requisite troops to take back Fengxiang. Liu Bang
and Zhang Liang thus came to serve under Xiang Liang.

Following the deaths of Chen Sheng and Wu Guang, the
main protagonists ol the rebellion, the control over the
insurgencies across the country fell into the hands of the
deposed nobility of the six former states. Their turf wars
eventually led to a splintering ol the movement. This gave
the Qin generals Zhang Han and Li You an opening to divide
and conquer the insurgent groups.

At this crucial juncture, Xiang Liang convoked a meeting at
Xuechengin an effort to reunite and reinvigorate the insurgency.
Realizing that he needed to broaden the appeal of the rebellion.
Xiang Liang followed a suggestion of his adviser Fan Zeng and
got hold of Xin. a grandson of King Huai of Chu. Xin was now a
mere commoner, but Xiang Liang proclaimed him King of Chu.

As the heir to the throne of King Huai. Xin took the same name.
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5- Xiang Yu Orders his Army
to Smash All its Stoves
and Sink All 1ts Boats

After reforming his army. Xiang Liang won a string of
victories against the Qin general Zhang Han. An army under
Xiang Yu and Liu Bang also killed the Qin general Li You. These
successes caused Xiang Liang to become arrogant and to lower
his guard against the Qin army, which he dismissed as of no
account. In the meantime General Zhang Han regrouped and
replenished his troops. He launched a fierce counterattack that
caught Xiang Liang off guard, killing him in battle. Xiang Yu
and Liu Bang had to beat a retreat to Pengcheng.

After defeating Xiang Liang, General Zhang Han reckoned
that he had dealt a heavy blow to the Chu forces, seriously
sapping its strength. He therefore decided to shift his attention
away from the south bank ofthe Yellow River, and lead his
army northward to attack the state of Zhao. This was not the
same state of Zhao of the Warring States Period, but a recently
established regime. He quickly captured the Zhao capital.
Handan. and forced its leader. King Xie. to flee to Julu
(southwest of modern-day Pingxiang. Hebei Province).

Zhang Han ordered General Wang Li to lay siege to Julu.
He himselfbivouacked with the main force in Jiyuan. situated

to the south ofJulu. He had a road built between Jiyuan and
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Julu expressly for the purpose of transporting food and
supplies to the troops led by Wang Li

King Xie of Zhao made repeated appeals to King Huai of
Chu for relief and rescue. Al the time, King Huai of Chu had
already been contemplating a march to the west to attack the
Qin capital of Xianyang. Eager to avenge his uncle s death. Xiang
Yu volunteered to lead an invading force against Xianyang.

Some veteran ministers close to King Huai of Chu said to
him in private. Xiang Yu has a foul temper and has killed too
many people. Liu Bang on the other hand is a decent man. It
would be better to send him on the mission." Zhao's appeal
for help gave King Huai an added reason to act on his plans.
He decided to send Liu Bang on the expedition against
Xianyang. and to dispatch Song Yi as Commander and Xiang
Yu as Vice-Commander, at the head of an army ol 200.000
soldiers, to lilt the siege of Zhao at Julu.

When Song Yi arrived with his troops at Anyang (southeast
of modern-day Anyang. Henan Province), he received
intelligence that the Qin forces were quite large and powerful.
He ordered pause in his army's advance. He hoped that the
Qin army would face attrition in their battle with the Zhao
army before he had to weigh in with his own troops.

The pause ordered by Song Yi lasted 46 days. Already
chomping at the bit. Xiang Yu went to Song Yi and said. "Julu is
under siege: the situation is untenable. Let's ford the river and
attack the Qin forces! Sandwiched between the Zhao army in
the city and our troops, the Qin forces will surely be defeated."

Song Yi replied, "Lets wait until a decisive battle has been

fought between the Qin and the Zhao forces!" He then added.
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"I'm no match for you in battle, but you are no match for me
when it comes to devising strategies and tactics."

Song Yithen pointedly issued a decree that any soldieror officer
disobeying his orders would be decapitated according to military law.

Xiang Yu was deeply angered by this decree plainly
directed against him. It was November, and the weather was
already very cold in the northern country. Pouring rains did
not help matters. With food and supplies dwindling, the cold
and hungry soldiers started to grumble.

Xiang Yu said. The soldiers do not have enough to eat.
but the General chooses to wait. He gets to drink and make
merry. What does he care about the country or the soldiers!
What kind of a general is he?"

The next day during morning muster, Xiang Yu drew his sword
and killed Commander Song Yi. With Song Yis head dangling from
his hand. Xiang Yu said to the troops: "Song Yibetrayed the King
Imeaning King Huai ofChul Iexecuted him on orders of the King."

Most of the soldiers and officers had previously served
under Xiang Liang, and Song Yi had never enjoyed much
authority in the military anyways. Now with Song Yi dead,
the troops pledged their allegiance to Xiang Yu.

Xiang Yusent a messenger to King Huai of Chu reporting the
execution of Song Yi. Despite his unhappiness with this turn of
events, the Kinghad no choice but to name Xiang Yu Commander.

After killing Song Yi. Xiang Yu sent a vanguard unit of20.000
men led by Generals Ying Bu and Pu across the Zhang River. In
doing so, the Qin supply route was cut and the troops of Zhang
Han were isolated from those led by Wang Li. With that

accomplished. Xiang Yu forded the river with the main force.
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Once on the other bank ol the river. Xiang Yu gave the
order that each combatant was to carry only three days worth
ol rations. He had all army cooking stoves smashed, and all
of their boats sunk. This is the origin of the famous Chinese
saying, po hi chen zhou (literally, "smash the stoves and sink
the boats'), meaning "cross the Rubicon". He said to the troops.
"With this action, there’s no turning back. The only way is
forward. We have to defeat the Qin army in three days."

The courage and determination of Xiang Yu proved a great
inspiration for the troops, and the morale of the Chu troops
surrounding the forces of Wang Lisoared. With each battle, the
Chu army improved, until finally each Chu soldier became as good
as ten Qin soldiers. After nine rounds of fierce fighting, Wang Li
was captured alive. The other Qin officers all eitherdied in combat
or fled. The Qin army that laid siege to Julu was thus routed.

There were at the time a dozen contingents of soldiers
supposedly on a mission to rescue Zhao. However, intimidated
by the powerful Qin army, most of these contingents of soldiers
decided to pitch tentand avoid engagement, when these soldiers
heard the deafening battle cries of the Chu forces, they climbed
to high vantage points tohavea look. The sight o fthe Chu soldiers
bravely storming into the Qin camp left them gaping and
breathless. Afterwards, when they were invited by the nemesis ol
the Qin army Xiang Yu to see him in his camp, these soldiers
crawled in on their knees, not daring even to raise their eyes to
look at him. There was universal praise lor Xiang Yu: The
generalissimo’s might is unprecedented. We are at your command.’

From that moment on. Xiang Yu became the supreme

leader of all the anti Qin forces.
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Liu Hunt's Contract with thv People

6. Liu Bang's Contract

with the People

Although the Qin army laying siege to Julu was routed,
a large force of some 20.000 men under the command of
the Qin general Zhang Han was stationed not far away in
Jiyuan. He appealed to the imperial court for
reinforcements. However, instead of sending relief. Qin Er
Shi and Zhao Gao decided to discredit Zhang Han. Fearing
that Zhao Gao was out to get him. General Zhang Han had
no alternative but to surrender to Xiang Yu with his troops.
When news of Zhang Han s surrender reached Xianyang.
chaos broke out within the Qin regime.

Al the time, all power was concentrated in the hands of
Zhao Gao. Alter causing the death of Li Si. Zhao knew that
there was animosity toward him among the ministers.

One day, Zhao Gao had broughta deer to the imperial court
and declared publicly to Qin Er Shi, "I ve acquired a rare,
purebred horse, and I am now presenting it to His Majesty."

His muddle-headedness notwithstanding, Qin Er Shi was
capable of distinguishing a deer from a horse. He said with a
laugh. My ChiefCounselor, stop pulling my leg! This is patently
a deer. How can you claim its a horse?"

Zhao Gao gave this deadpan reply: "How can you say it's
not a horse? What do your ministers think?"

Er Shi turned to his ministers for their opinion. Many were
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on to Zhao Gao's trick and humored him by saying, 11 is indeed
an excellent horse!"

Some were afraid of Zhao Gao and kept their silence. Only
a handful answered that it was a deer. After a few days, the
few high officials who said it was a deer were arrested on
various charges trumped up by Zhao Gao.

Since then, the senior and junior officials inside and
outside the imperial court were even more terrified of Zhao
Gao. No one dared again voice any criticism of Zhao Gao in
front of the Emperor.

In 206 BCE, Wuguan Pass (southeast of modern-day
Danfeng County. Shaanxi Province) fell to Liu Bang's troops,
which were now threatening Xianyang, the capital of Qin. This
struck terror into the heart ol the Emperor of Qin. who
immediately ordered Zhao Gao to dispatch troops to head off
an attack. Knowing that he would not survive such a battle.
Zhao Gao sent a trusted henchman to get rid of Qin Er Shi.

After having the Emperor killed. Zhao Gao said to the
ministers. 'Now that the six stales have been restored. Qin
can no longer rightfully claim the spurious title of emperor,
but should revert to the previous title of king. In my
estimation. Ziying. the nephew of Er Shi is fit to be

proclaimed king."

Not daring to contradict Zhao Gao. the
ministers nodded their heads in consent.

Ziying knew that Zhao Gao had killed Qin Er Shi with a
view to becoming king himself. Only the fear of opposition
from the Qin ministers and the lords of other states had

checked Zhao's ambitions, reluctantly leading him to make

Ziying king. Ziying feigned illness on the day of his
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enthronement, and stayed away from the ceremony. This was
in accordance witli plans he had made beforehand with his
two sons. When Zhao Gao personally went to Ziying to urge
him to attend the ceremony, Ziying had Zhao Gao killed.

After Zhao Gao was dead. Ziying dispatched 50.000 troops
to defend Yaoguan Pass (northwest of modern-day Shang
County. Shaanxi Province). When the Qin army approached.
Liu Bang used a ruse suggested by Zhang Liang. They planted
innumerable flags and standards on the peaks surrounding
Yaoguan Pass to simulate the presence of large numbers of
troops. He then sent his general Zhou Bo with all his troops
on a circuitous route around the front entrance ol the Pass,
and attacked the Qin army's southeastern flank. The defending
commander was killed in action, and the Qin troops were
decimated.

As Liu Bang's troops passed through Yaoguan Pass and
reached Bashang (east of modern-day Xi an. Shaanxi Province),
King Ziying of Qin greeted him and surrendered with all his
high officials. He stood in a bowed posture by the wayside,
with a ribbon wrapped about his neck in token of shame. The
imperial seal of jade, the scepter, and the commander in chief's
tally were in his outstretched hands.

Liu Bang's generals urged him to kill Ziying, but Liu Bang
said. "King Huai of Chu entrusted me with this mission of
taking Xianyang precisely in the beliefthat I have a generous
disposition. Moreover it is bad form to kill someone who has
surrendered."”

He accepted the imperial seal from Ziyings hands and

remanded him to the custody of his troops.
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Liu 13a

The mighty dynasty founded by Qin Shihuang was thus
extinguished alter a mere fifteen years of existence in a
groundswell of a peasant rebellion.

After Liu Bangentered Xianyang. his troops went on a wild,
noisy rampage through the palace storehouses, stripping them
ol valuables. Xiao He alone was uninterested in the treasures,
He went instead to the official residence of the Chief
Counselor and collected all the public records, maps and other
archives, which he ordered to be put in secure storage.

Escorted by his troops. Liu Bang came to the luxurious
Grand Palace of Epang. where he was struck by the sight of its
sumptuous appointments, draperies, hangings, canopies and
other dazzling furnishings, as well as the bevies of beautiful
court ladies. He was so bewitched by all that beauty and posh
that he was loath to leave the palace.

His reverie was interrupted when his subordinate Fan
Kuai burst into the room and exclaimed. Myesteemed Duke
of Pei! Are you interested in taking power or amassing
wealth? All this luxury proved to be the undoing of the Qin
Dynasty. How can you still be attracted to it? Please come
back quickly to the camp!"

Liu Bang ignored his pleadings, saying. 'Let me have
some rest!"

When Zhang Liang came into the room and overheard
Fan Kuai's pleas, he said to Liu Bang, "Remember the popular
saying: Good advice offends one's ears but helps guide one s
action: Effective medicine tastes bitter but helps cure the
disease ? Fan Kuai has made a valid point. Hopefully you'll

heed his advice."
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Liu Bang, who had always had full trust in Zhang Liang,
was sobered by these words. After ordering his troops to seal
the storehouses, he led them back to their camp in Bashang.

Liu Bang subsequently called together the peasants from
nearby counties and said to them. "You've suffered enough
under draconian Qin rule. I am going to lay down only three
laws: First, he who kills pays with his life; second, he who
commits assault and battery causing injury to others will be
prosecuted and punished: third, he who steals will he
prosecuted and punished. All other laws, regulations and
prohibitions of Qin. with these three exceptions, are abolished
forthwith. The public can go home and go about their daily
life and business without fear."

Liu Bang asked the people and Qin officials from other
counties and to publicize these three laws.

When the people learned of the three laws of Liu Bang,
there was widespread rejoicing. Spontaneously, the public
offered beef, mutton, wine and food to Liu Bangs troops.
However. Liu Bang patiently explained to them that they
should take the offerings back, because, he said, "We have
enough food in storage. Don't worry about us anymore."

Liu Bang's troops thus created a favorable impression upon
the people in the Guanzhong region, and there was a growing

demand for Liu Bang to stay and rule as king.
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y. The Banquet at Hongmen

Soon after accepting the surrender ol General Zhang Han,
Xiang Yu decided to capitalize on the chaos in Qin to attack
its capital Xianyang.

When the army reached Xin'an (in Henan Province!, the
Qin soldiers that had surrendered began to whisper to each
other. "When the attacking Chu army goes into Guanzhong.
where our homes are. we will be the ones that suffer. It the
Chu attack fails, we will be taken east and our folks back
home will be killed by the Qin troops as punishment. What
are we to do?'

These private discussions eventually reached the ears of
the Chu officers and were reported to Xiang Yu. He began to
have doubts about his ability to keep these Qin soldiers under
his thumb, and murderous thoughts started to creep into his
mind. Overnight, he had all 200.000 Qin soldiers who had
surrendered to him. with the exception of Zhang Han and two
other generals, buried alive in a mass grave. The ruthlessness
of Xiang Yu attained instant notoriety.

When Xiang Yus army reached Hangu Pass, the troops
guarding the pass would not let it through, declaring that. "On
orders of the Duke of Pei, no armed groups, of whatever
provenance, shall be allowed in.'

Xiang Yu was so incensed at this affront he ordered his
troops to storm the pass. With the disadvantage of having

inferior troop strength, Liu Bangs force was unable to stop
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the advance of Xiang Yus army. It marched straight to Xinfeng
and Hongmen (northeast ot modern-day Lintong, Shaanxi
Province), where it bivouacked.

One ol Liu Bang's generals by the name of Cao Wushang.
wanting to switch his loyalty to Xiang Yu. sent a message to
the latter via a secret emissary. His message said. The Duke
of Pei has plans to set himselfup as king in Guanzhong with
his capture of Xianyang."

This information predictably provoked a violent reaction
in Xiang Yu. With his eyes glaring fiercely, he launched into a
long tirade against this outrage from Liu Bang.

Xiang Yu s adviser Fan Zeng said to him. "Liu Bang has
shown himselfto be immune to the lure of lucre and beautiful
women after occupying Xianyang. This means he has grander
designs in mind. If he is not neutralized now, he will spell no
end of trouble for us in the future."

This strengthened Xiang Yus determination to destroy
Liu Bang s fighting capability. Xiang Yus 400.000-strong
force was then camped in Hongmen, only forty /i from
Bashang. where Liu Bang had stationed his 100.000 troops.
This huge disproportion in troop strength put Liu Bang at a
perilous disadvantage.

Xiang Yu's uncle Xiang Bo was an old friend of Zhang
Liangs, and owed the latter his life. Troubled by the thought
that Zhang Liang would become a collateral casualty once
Xiang Yu launched his attack against Liu Bang, at nightfall
Xiang Bojumped on a fast horse and rode posthaste to Bashang
to warn Zhang Liang and urge him to run for his life.

Not only did Zhang Liang refuse to abandon Liu Bang.
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but he conveyed Xiang Bo's information to the latter. Liu
Bang then asked Zhang Liang to take him to see Xiang Bo.
At the meeting, lie took pains to deny any intention ol doing
Xiang Yu any harm, and asked Xiang Bo to intercede lor
him with Xiang Yu.

Xiang Bo agreed to this request, and impressed upon Liu
Bang the importance of his apologizing in person to Xiang Yu.

Early the next morning, Liu Bang, accompanied by Zhang
Liang. Fan Kuai and an entourage of over a hundred people,
went to Hongmen to pay a call on Xiang Yu.

Liu Bang said to Xiang Yu, 'My esteemed general! You and
I are united in our desire to overthrow Qin rule, with you. Sir,
fighting north of the river and I south of the river. It was by
accident and not by design that I was the first to enter the
city of Xianyang. It is indeed a pleasure and an honor to be
able to meet my esteemed general here today. I can only regret
that there was an unworthy attempt to drive a wedge between
us, thus incurring your wrath. How unfortunate, isn't it?-

Liu Bang deferential tone effectively placated Xiang Yu,
who admitted in an unguarded moment. 'All this originated
with your subordinate, Cao Wushang. if not for him. I would
not have acted the way Idid."

The same day. Xiang Yu invited Liu Bang to stay and drink
with him in his camp. Fan Zeng, Xiang Bo. and Zhang Liang
were also asked to be present.

Al the banquet. Fan Zeng repeatedly signaled Xiang Yu
with his eyes and even raised the jade ring he was wearing to
prompt Xiang Yu to kill Liu Bang when the opportunity presented

itself. However. Xiang Yu turned a blind eye to his signals.
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Realizing 1lial Xiang Yu did not have the heart kill Liu Bang.
Fan Zeng used a pretext to leave the bancjuet, and sought out
Xiang Yu's brother Xiang Zhuang. He said to Xiang Zhuang,
Our lord is too much ofa bleeding heart. Why don't you go in
and propose toasts, and at the right moment take out Liu Bang?"

Xiang Zhuang went into the banquet. As he proposed a
toast, he said. "We need some entertainment to liven up this
boring place, why don't lamuse you with a sword dance?"
Thereupon, he drew his sword and started to go through the
motions of a sword play. His choreographed steps took him
closer and closer to Liu Bang.

Realizing Xiang Zhuangs real intent. Xiang Bo got to his
feet, drew his sword and said. "Let mejoin your dance!" In the
thrust-and-parry pus dc deux, he shielded Liu Bang from the
murderous thrusts of Xiang Zhuang.

Sensing the mounting tension. Zhang Liang excused
himselfand left the banquet to look for Fan Kuai outside. Fan
Kuai asked anxiously. "How Is it in tbere?"

Zhang Liang told him, 'Il s tense and fraught with danger.
Xiang Zhuang is performing a sword dance, apparently wanting
to kill the Duke of Pei."

Fan Kuai leapt up and declared. Then we will die together!"

He rushed toward the encampment with his sword in
his right hand and his shield in his left. When the guards at
the gate tried to stop him, he shoved them to the ground.
Flinging open the curtains at the entrance of the main tent,
he hurst In. His chest heaving, his hair standing on end. and
his eyeballs seemingly ready to burst out of their sockets, he

glared at Xiang Yu.
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Xiang Yu. startled by this intrusion, put his hand on his
sword and demanded. 'Who's this? What's lie doing here?'

Zhang Liang, entering close on Fan Kuai's heels, replied lor
him. He is Fan Kuai. the carriage driver of the Duke of Pci.'

"What a brave man!' Xiang Yu remarked. He told his guards
to oiler a cup of wine and a pig's leg to Fan Kuai.

As he downed the drink. Fan Kuai said, his anger still
simmering. "It was agreed between King Huai of Chu and his
generals that whoever entered Guanzhong first with his troops
would be named king there. The Duke of Pei has entered
Guanzhong but has not proclaimed himself king. Instead, he
ordered the storehouses and official premises sealed, and his
troops billeted in Bashang to await the arrival of your troops,
my esteemed general! Instead of rewarding his meritorious
performance, my general now wants him dead. This smacks
of the King of Qin's way of doing things. [ am worried lor you.
my esteemed general."

Rendered speechless, Xiang Yu could only say. "Sit
down please!'

Fan Kuai sat down next to Zhang Liang.

After a while Liu Bang got up to relieve himself. Zhang
Liang and Fan Kuai followed him out of the tent. Leaving some
gifts with Zhang Liang to be given to Xiang Yu in token of
farewell. Liu Bang took Fan Kuai with him and hurriedly
returned to Bashang by a hack way.

After sufficient time had elapsed to aid Liu Bang's
departure. Zhang Liang went back in and said to Xiang Yu.
'"The Duke of Pei isn't one to hold much alcohol. He got drunk

and has already gone back. He instructed me to present you
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The Biinquet at Hougttieu

these two pieces ol whitejade. And this pair ofjade wine
goblets is for Ya Fu IHterally, "second father"; Xiang Yus
reverential term of address for Fan Zengl."

Xiang Yu accepted the two pieces of whitejades and placed
them on a chair. Fan Zeng, on the other hand, was furious and
flung thejade wine goblets on the ground. He hacked the gilt
to pieces with his sword, saying with a sigh. "Good ideas are
wasted on this hopeless fool! The prizeof reigning over China
is certain to be taken by Liu Bang. We have nothing to look
forward to but to be taken prisoner one day."

The tense banquet with daggers drawn and sabers rattling

finally gave way to a temporary lull.
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8. Xiao He Chases after
Han Xin

After Xiang Yu entered Xianyang, he ordered the execution
of Ziying. the king of Qin. and some 800 of the Qin nobility.
He also ordered the Grand Palace of Epang torched. He
renamed King Huai of Chu. titling him Emperor Yi. and divided
the former Qin empire into 18 principalities, which he dolled
out to the deposed nobility of the six former states and to
army commanders who had made outstanding contributions
in the war. He gave himself the title of Xi Chu Bji Wang
(Overlord of Western Chu). This is a throwback to the Spring
and Autumn Period, when princes served under an overlord.
By calling himself overlord, Xiang Yu effectively proclaimed
himself as above all other lords and princes. The following
year. Xiang Yu decided he had no more use for the nominal
Emperor Yi and had him executed.

After being awarded their respective principalities, the new
princes set off with their troops for their fiefs. Xiang Yu also
returned to Pengcheng (modern-day Xuzhou City. Jiangsu
Province), the capital of his fief Western Chu.

Of the eighteen princes. Liu Bang was the one that aroused
the deepest misgivings in Xiang Yu. Xiang Yu sent him off to
faraway regions ol Bashu and Hanzhong with the title of Prince
ol Han. To contain Liu Bang, Xiang Yu gave territories in the

Guanzhong region to Zhang Han and two other Qin generals
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who had surrendered, with the task of preventing Liu from
ever breaking out of his marginalized status.

Although very unhappy with his new lief, given the small
size of his army the Prince of Han Liu Bang had no bargaining
power with Xiang Yu. He resigned himselfto his new post
in the capital of his principality. Nanzheng (east of modern-
day Hanzhong. Shaanxi Province). Once settled in Nanzheng.
the Prince ol Han appointed Xiao He his Chief Counselor,
and Cao Shen. Fan Kuai. and Zhou Bo as his generals. They
were tasked with regrouping and recouping strength in active
anticipation of another contest with Xiang Yu for the
authority to rule the empire. Liu Bang's soldiers, however, had
different priorities: They pined for home. His army suffered a
daily hemorrhage of deserters. Liu Bang was so alarmed by
the crisis he lost all appetite for food.

Then one day came the bombshell news that his Chief
Counselor Xiao He had also deserted. The Prince of Han was
thrown into a panic —sickened as though his right or left
hand had been severed from him.

Three days later. Xiao He reemerged. The Prince of Han
greeted his return with acombination of anger and relief. "Why
did you of all people run away?" he demanded.

"Why should I run away?" Xiao He replied. 4 was chasing
after someone else who had deserted."

The Prince of Han inquired, "Who were you chasing after?"

"Han Xin." Xiao He replied.

Han Xin was a native of Huaiyin. When Xiang Liang's
insurgent troops passed through Huaiyin. Han Xinjoined up

and became a foot soldier in the Chu camp. At Xiang Liangs
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death, lie pledged his allegiance to Xiang Yu. Xiang Yu judged
that Han Xin was more than a mere foot soldier in ability,
and made him ajunior officer.

Han Xin had become disappointed because the
numerous ideas he presented to Xiang Yu were all rejected.
Therefore, when the Prince of Han Liu Bang arrived in
Nanzheng. Han Xin went there to offer his services.

Once in Nanzheng. Han Xin only succeeded in obtaining
a minor post from the Prince of Han. On one occasion. Han
Xin was arrested for breaking the law. He was on the point
of being beheaded when a general under the Prince of Han
by the name of Xia Houying passed by and overheard this
cry for help, 'If the Prince ol Han desires the imperial
throne, why is he killing off good men?"

Xia Houying sized him up. and found him to be indeed a
good man. He ordered Han Xin released and commended him
to the Prince of Han. who then assigned Han Xin to an office
dealing with food and grain.

In a chance conversation with Han Xin. the Chief
Counselor Xiao He found him to be a capable man and came
to admire his qualities. However, his repeated
recommendations that Han Xin be elevated to a position of
trust fell on deafears.

Realizing the Prince of Han's reluctance to give him any
important responsibilities, Han Xin joined the exodus of
army deserters.

Xiao He was desperate when he learned of Han Xin's
departure. He immediately jumped on a fast horse to pursue

him. It took two days to get Han Xin to come back with him.
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When the Prince of Han learned that it was Han Xin that
Xiao He had ridden alter, he angrily reproached him: A dozen
generals have run away and you haven't gone after any of them.
Why did you chase after Han Xin?"

Xiao He replied, "You can always find generals, but a man
of Han Xin's qualities is a rare gem. If you are content with
spending the rest of your life in Hanzhong, then you don't
need Han Xin. But. if you're interested in ruling the empire,
he is indispensable. What is it to be. my Prince?"

The Prince of Han answered. "Of course I want to go back
east. How can I fritter away my life here?"

"If his Highness has made up his mind about ruling over
China, then he should entrust Han Xin with major
responsibilities. Otherwise, he will leave sooner or later." Xiao
He declared.

"All right. I'll do as you say and make him a general." the
Prince replied.

That will not stop him from leaving." Xiao He answered.

"Then I1I appoint him Commander in Chief." the Prince
responded.

Xiao He exclaimed with satisfaction. "Avery wise decision,
your Highness!"

The Prince of Han told Xiao He to bring Han Xin before
him so that he could make the appointment then and there.
Xiao He replied bluntly. "Niceties of etiquette have never been
a forte of your Highness. The appointment of a Commander
in Chiefis a serious matter, not a children's game. Youjust
can't call him in like that, if your Highness has decided to

name him Commander in Chief, then a propitious day should



D4F0 7.

Kirx"xTx, aj.w #n /LtSjNe?X

+ * o« .
Fifi)ffA#6<jHA. *XK » K "M o* # 1T XK ¥0 «Ne ITT
Ne>FS6<jNefS, -T " iffiST.

arsurTsamMT3m e, ssm fs. -

AFSWIiltXH, []J#XZWWoilsfflrNe Tis (K -it) LI

*MXKX Ne. Ikl ESW X E . fX " etoff
n@ l1o6axx $3aa”n’.

nmuis, 16@a«iewt, m &y. wmmuw

#KKUEAT.



be selected, and a solemn ceremony should be scheduled to
confer the title."

"All right, whatever you say." the Prince replied.

Word soon began lo spread among the rank and file that
the Prince of Han was going to appoint a Commander in Chief
on a certain auspicious day. Generals who had served many
years under the Prince of Han were having sleepless nights in
joyous anticipation of being named to this position.

When that day finally came, everyone was stunned to learn
that the new Commander in Chief was to be Han Xin, who
had long been held in contempt by them.

Following the conclusion of the ceremony, the Prince ol
Han received Han Xin anil said to him. The Chief Counselor
has repeatedly commended you to me. I'm sure you have
excellent ideas in your head, and I am ready to hear them."

Han Xin expressed gratitude to the Prince, and then
presented a detailed comparative analysis of the respective
strengths and weaknesses of Chu under Xiang Yu, and of Han.
He concluded that the Prince of Han would be assured of
victory when he launched an attack on Xiang Yu in the east.
As the briefing continued, the mood of the Prince of Han
became increasingly buoyant, tin Bang regretted not having
discovered this talented man sooner.

With Han Xin in command and in charge of training the
troops, conditions ripened for a military campaign against

Xiang Yu to the east.
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Rivalry between llie Slutes ol Chu and Han

9. Rivalry between the States
of Chu and Han

With his Commander in Chief Han Xin and his Chief
Counselor Xiao He. the Prince of Han Liu Bang embarked in
earnest on a program of internal reform and military training. In
August 206 BCE. the Prince of Han led his army with Han Xin as
Commander in Chief on a campaign against Guanzhong. The
peopleofGuanzhong still had fond memories ofthe Princeo f Han.
author of the "Contract with the People", and did not put up much
ofa fight as the Han army marched in. In less than three months,
the Prince of Han neutralized the forces of Zhang Han and other
former Qin generals, and took control ofthe Guanzhong region.

The Overlord of Western Chu Xiang Yu was furious at this
turn of events. He wanted to move against Liu Bang to the
west, but another crisis was coming to a head in the east. In
the principality of Qi. Tian Rong deposing the prince installed
by Xiang Yu.and declared himself prince. As the imbroglio in
Qi seemed more threatening than Liu Bang's advance in the
west. Xiang Yu had no choice but to deal with Tian Rong first.

Capitalizing on the deadlock between Xiang Yu and the
principality of Qi. the Prince of Han Liu Bang pressed his attack
further east and took Pengcheng. the capital of the Overlord
of Western Chu. This compelled Xiang Yu to break off his
engagement against Qi and race back towards his capital. He

met the Han forces led by Liu Bang in battle at the Sui River.
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The battle turned into a debacle forthe Han army, as countless
of their soldiers drowned in the River. Many others were taken
prisoner. The Chu forces even succeeded in capturing the Prince
of Han's father Tai Gong, and Liu Bangs wife Queen Lti.

The Prince of Han fell back to the vicinity of Xingyang
and Chenggao (in Henan Province! to regroup. Han morale
was then lifted by the arrival of two contingents of
reinforcements deployed from the capital by Xiao He. and
of troops led by Han Xin.

In the belief that the best defense is a good offense, the
Prince ol Han sent troops under Han Xin's command
northward to conquer the principalities of Wei. Van and Zhao.
Meanwhile, he kept behind only a small garrison to defend
Xingyang and pin down Xiang Yus forces.

Xiang Yu's adviser Fan Zeng advocated taking Xingyang
in a lightning strike. The possibility of such a strike had the
Prince of Han greatly worried. Liu Bang's adviser Chen Ping, a
defector from Xiang Yus camp, came up with the idea of
driving a wedge between Xiang Yu and Fan Zeng.

Paranoid by nature. Xiang Yu believed the lies and started
to have suspicions about Fan Zeng. In indignation. Fan Zeng
said to Xiang Yu. 'The situation in the country has stabilized.
I1I leave you to finish the good work, my King! 1 am loo old
and too frail. It’s time to retire and go home.'

On his way home from the Xingyang area. Fan Zeng fell ill.
possibly because of indignation and a deep sense of having
been wronged. Before reaching Pengcheng. he died from a
festering sore on his spine.

With the death of Fan Zeng. there was no one left in the



I Ne >

T. "«m & 3TAH AW . Aw vw wow w A3bm
Ne « ?W ii«ifiJL, NeYIIBIDBx * 1§~ * [siNeiif, I bl
DUIMmM rm*z.

ATCIM203 ¥, YII M B aJlslll. iEf- R'HAD ft'ft

MTK” X*, gHm BT a1 ~m N#i.

SNUIAYA+ £ I tfE * (MUAHII, fE

-tsi ) «H#H €« H#H o«

&dNak a&kunum. wawmuwiwa-g

w m , w vMmuwy nmM, €w m K. HAIHHK,

5 ol & w ow om 2. 6#eF Wi FT.



Rivalry hi:

Chu camp able to give wise counsel to the Overlord ol Western
Chu. and the Han forces had lost a formidable opponent. While
the Prince of Han used his small force in the Xingyang and
Chenggao area to pin down Xiang Yu s army. Han Xin was
able to continue his campaigns to the north and east. Working
in concert with them, General Peng Yue went behind Chu lines
and worked to cut off the supply routes to the Chu troops.
Xiang Yu s forces shuttling between multiple fronts were thus
harassed and overstretched, leading to a stand-off between
Chu and Han that lasted for more than two years.

In 203 BCE, Xiang Yu decided to take on General Peng Yue.
He instructed General Cao Jiu to stay behind and defend
Chenggao. Cao Jiu had strict instructions not to engage the
Han forces under any circumstances.

After Xiang Yu s departure, the Prince of Han immediately
challenged Cao Jiu lo a light. At first. Cao Jiu adamantly
refused lo be provoked. The Prince of Han then had his soldiers
hurl non-stop insults at the Chu camp from their side of the
Si River, which flowed west of Xingyang.

After being bombarded by volleys of name-calling for days
on end. Cao Jiu finally lost his cool. He decided to cross the Si
River for a fight to the death with the Han lorces.

His Chu army did not have enough boats for its soldiers,
and had to ferry them across the River in batches. When half
of the army was across the river, the Han army attacked,
dealing this advance contingent a decisive blow. The Chu
troops that were following retreated in disarray. Many were
trampled to death by their own comrades. Too ashamed to

face Xiang Yu again. CaoJiu committed suicide by the Si River.
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Meanwhile, Xiang Yu achieved victory on the eastern front,
but then was informed of the fall of Chenggao and had to race
back westward to take on the Prince of Han. At Guangwu
(northeast of modern-day Xingyang County. Henan Province!
the two armies met and became locked in another standoff.

As the confrontation dragged on. the Chu forces began to
run out of rations. As a last resort. Xiang Yu had Liu Bangs
father bound and placed on a butcher's table. He then sent
someone to shout at the Han camp. 'Liu Bang, surrender now.
or your father will be butchered!"

Calling Xiang Yus bluff, the Prince of Han shouted back.
We were once sworn brothers, so my father is your father,
too. If you kill Father, please make a meat soup out of him
and offer me a bowl of it.’

Xiang Yu gnashed his teeth in anger. He seriously
contemplated killing Liu Bang's father Tai Gong, but was
dissuaded by Xiang Bo.

Xiang Yu then sent an envoy to the Prince of Han with the
message: The present chaos in the realm boils down to a
stalemate between you and me. I dare you to a man to man duel.'

The Prince of Han sent the envoy back with this reply: 'I
can agree to a duel of wits, but not of physical strength."

Xiang Yu then met Prince of Han face-to-face. The Prince
of Han read out a ten-point indictment of Xiang Yu. accusing
him ofduplicity, the murder of Emperor Yi. and the slaughter
of civilians. Deeply angered by these accusations. Xiang Yu
signaled with his halberd, and the archers behind him
unleashed a volley of arrows at the Prince of Han. He quickly

maneuvered his horse to dodge the arrows, but it was too late.
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He was shot in the chest and seriously wounded.

Braving the pain, as a ruse he reached down and touched a
foot, cursing, "The bastards shot my toe!'

His guards helped the Prince of Han into his tent. Word
quickly spread that the Prince of Han had been injured, throwing
the Han troops into a panic. Fearinga collapse of morale, Zhang
Liang advised the Prince of Han to go on an inspection tour of
the camp pretending not to be seriously injured. This inspection
tour had the effect ol calming the troops.

Xiang Yu was sorely disappointed when he learned that
the Prince of Han had survived. Later. Han Xin routed the Chu
troops in Qi territory. General Peng Yue then succeeded in
cutting the Chu supply routes. The Chu army now faced a
worsening logistical crisis.

Seeing that Xiang Yu was in dire straits, the Prince ol Han
made peace overtures. He asked for the release of Tai Gong and
Queen Lii. and proposed dividing the empire along the waterway
called Honggou (southeast of modern-day Xingyang. Henan
Province). The territory east of Honggou would be given to Chu.
and territory west of it given to Han. Thinking this proposed
partition a fair bargain, Xiang Yu gave his consent. He released
Tai Gong and Queen Lu. and took his troops back to Pengcheng.

However, this peace treaty was actually a tactic by the
Prince of Han to buy time. Following the advice of Zhang Liang
and Chen Ping, in less than two months the Prince of Han
was able to merge the three armies of Han Xin. Peng Yue and
Ying Bu into a single lighting force. He placed this under Han
Xin's command and sent him in pursuit of Xiang Yu. Thus

the stage was set lor a final showdown between Chu and Han.
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Xiang Yu Haunted by Chu Chants

10. Xiang Yu Haunted by
Chu Chants

In 202 BCE. Xiang Yu was trapped in an ambush by Han
Xin at Gaixia (southeast of modern-day Lingbi County. Anhui
Province). In the end. Xiang Yu had very few soldiers left, and
was running out of food. He wanted to make a break for it.
but the Chu army was encircled on all sides by ring upon ring
of troops notjust from Han. but from other principalities, as
well. As soon as Xiang Yu would beat back one wave of
attackers, a new wave would be unleashed upon him.
Whenever he thought he had broken through enemy lines, he
always found another army closing in on him.

After he was unable to break through the encirclement.
Xiang Yu would always return to his encampment at Gaixia.
He would instruct his troops to be on high alert, and then
bide his time as he prepared for another round of combat.

One night, a gloomy Xiang Yu walked into his tent with
his brows knit into a deep frown. The beautiful Lady Yu. Xiang
Yu s favorite companion, tried to cheer him up by having a
few drinks with him.

As the first watch was sounded, he heard snatches of song
wafted in by the gusts of the westerly wind. As Xiang Yu listened
more intently, he realized that the singing originated in the Han
camp, but that all the tunes were from Chu. He could tell that a

remarkable number ofpeople hadjoined in the singing.
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Xiang Yu was taken aback by the Chu music coming at
him From all sides. Dispirited he said. 'All is lost! Has Liu Bang
taken conlrol of Western Chu? How else can one explain so
many Chu voices in the Han camp?"

Overwhelmed by sadness. Xiang Yu began to sing in a

forlorn voice:

Zwas invincible with strength to move mountains.

Now my piebald steed even balks at my misfortune.
What am Ito do when my piebald shirks its duty?

How do Ido theejustice. Lady Yu. my beauty?

Alter several refrains. Lady Yu joined Xiang Yu in the
singing. As the Overlord of Western Chu sang, tears began to
streak down his cheeks. Even the attendants around him
stood with their heads bowed in sadness.

That night, Xiang Yu mounted his piebald horse and
led his 800 men in a daring dash through the Han
encampment, galloping on without stopping to rest. It was
only when day broke that the Han troops found out Xiang
Yu had breached the encirclement. A cavalry detachment
of 5.000 was immediately sent after him. By the time his
flight took him across the Huai River. Xiang Yu found he
had only 100 men left. As the party rode on. they lost their
way.

Coming to a fork in the road. Xiang Yu saw a peasant and
asked him which way led to Pengcheng. The peasant
recognized him. Not wishing to help him. he pointed in the

wrong direction and said. Bear left at the fork!"
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As Xiang Yu and his 100 men rode down the path to the
left, they began to suspect something was awry. After a while,
the patli ended in a marsh. Xiang Yu turned his steed around
in the realization that they had been duped, and tried to find
a way out of the wetland. However, by that lime, the Han
detachment in pursuit had already caught up with them.

Xiang Yu's remnant troops ran toward the southeast, suffering
heavy casualties as they did so. When they reached Dongcheng
(southeast of modern-day Dingyuan County. Anhui Province), they
counted only 28 cavalrymen left. By this time, thousands of Han
soldiers had formed a tight noose around them.

Although Xiang Yu did not expect to extricate himself from
this mess, he did not concede defeat. He said to his soldiers.
'In more than 70 battles in the eight years since I started this
rebellion. I've never once been defeated. That's how 1 have
earned my position as Overlord. Ive been trapped here not
because [ am unable to triumph over my foes, but because its
the will of Heaven."

Dividing his remaining 28 combatants into four groups,
he instructed them. 'When I get off my horse and kill one of
their generals, you disperse in four different directions. We
will regroup later at the foot of East Hills."

He then let out a terrible cry and charged into the Han
troops. The Han defenses immediately crumbled and one of
the Han generals was killed on the spot.

When Xiang Yu arrived at East Hills, he was rejoined by
the four groups of remaining troops. Xiang Yu organized them
into three squads to man defenses on three fronts. The

pursuing Han troops launched a three-pronged attack,
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enveloping the Chu troops. Wading fearlessly into the enemy
forces coming from all directions. Xiang Yu killed a Han
commander and several hundred soldiers. Finally, he mustered
his three squads together and tallied his forces. He had
suffered only two casualties out of the 28 soldiers.

Xiang Yu asked his men. 'What do you think of our
performance?"

His men replied. "Your Highness was a hundred-percent right."

Having breached the encirclement of Han troops. Xiang
Yuescaped with his remaining 26 men southward to the hanks
of the Wujiang River (northeast of modern-day He County.
Anhui Province). The chief of the local ting happened to have
a small boat moored at the waterside.

The chief of the ting urged Xiang Yu to ferry across
immediately, saying. "The territory east of the river may not
be that vast, but it still extends a thousand /i and boasts a
population of hundreds of thousands. Once there, your
Highness will still be a king."

With a wry smile. Xiang Yu said. "When 1| started the
rebellion in Guiji. | took 8.000 folk with me across the river. |
will not be able to bring a single one ol them home now. Even
if the folks east of the river have sympathy for me and pul me
on the throne. lam ashamed to see them again."

After making a gift of his piebald steed to the chiefofthe ting
and ordering his soldiers to dismount, he and the 26 braves wielded
daggers and engaged the pursuing Han troops in hand-to-hand
combat. They fell one by one as they killed several hundred
Han soldiers. Having received a dozen wounds, Xiang Yuended

his own life with his sword on the banks of the Wujiang River.

10
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Song of tlie Rising Wind

li. Song of the Rising Wind

In the aftermath of the decisive battle at Gaixia, the Prince
of Han Liu Bang achieved final victory, and founded the Han
Dynasty, which proved more powerful than Qin. In 202 BCE,
Liu Bang ascended the imperial throne with the title of
Emperor Gaozu of Han. (The start of the Western Han Dynasty
is sometimes predated to 206 BCE, the year Liu Bang assumed
the title of the Prince of Hanl.

Gaozu of Han made Luoyang the capital of the new
dynasty. Eventually, the capital was moved to Chang'an
(modern-day Xian, Shaanxi Province). Chang'an would remain
the capital of the Han dynasty for 210 years. This period is
historically called the Western Han dynasty, also known as
the Former Han.

At a celebration held in the South Palace in Luoyang
shortly after Gaozu s ascension to the throne, he said to his
ministers. We are gathered here today to celebrate. You can
speak freely, without any inhibition. What in your opinion
enabled me to win imperial power? What caused Xiang Yu
to lose the contest?'

Wang Ling and other ministers said, "By always properly
rewarded those who helped him conquer cities and towns,
your Majesty has secured loyalty. Xiang Yu lost because the
talents and exploits of others aroused jealousy and mistrust
in him, instead of earning them any credit."

Gaozu said with a smile. "There's something else you've
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missed. It is important to understand that success often
depends on the ability to use the right people for the right
job. In directing a battle to victory from thousands of miles
away. I am no match for Zhang Liang. In day-to-day
administration of the country, anticipating popular
sentiments, and providing supplies and support for the front,
I can't do any better than Xiao He. When it comes to
commanding a large army to victory after victory and taking
city after city. I can't hold a candle to Han Xin. These three
people are the best talents of our time. I have succeeded
because [ have tapped their talents, while Xiang Yu couldn't
even keep Fan Zeng. That was why he was defeated by me.'

All those present were convinced of the truth of Gaozus
analysis. The trio of Xiao He. Zhang Liang and Han Xin was
later known as the 'Magnificent Three of Early Han'.

As for the generals who had made major contributions to
his cause in the contest for power between Chu and Han.
Emperor Gaozu felt obligated to make them princes. Although
these new princes were not of the deposed nobility ol the six
states of old. they were not immune either to the ambition of
carving out a turf beyond the reach of central control. The
Prince of Chu Han Xin. the Prince of Liang Peng Yue and the
Prince ol Hualnan Ying Bu were the most decorated of the
princes and commanded the strongest fighting forces. Han
Gaozu understandably had questions about their loyalty.

Gaozu had put out an arrest warrant for a former general
under Xiang Yu called Zhong Limei. For some reason. Han Xin
decided to take Zhong Limei under his wing.

The following year, Gaozu received a denunciation of Han

II
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Xin's because ol his alleged seditious intentions. When Gaozu
consulted his ministers on the matter, many recommended a
military expedition to take out Han Xin. In a lone dissenting
voice. Chen Ping argued. "Han Xin has better-trained soldiers
and more competent generals than we do. It would be risky to
use force against him."

Adopting a ruse devised by Chen Ping. Gaozu traveled to
Lake Yunmengze. which was under Chen Ping's control,
ostensibly on an inspection tour. When he arrived, he ordered
the princes ol his liefs to come there lor a meeting. This was
an order Han Xin could not have disobeyed. Upon Han Xin s
arrival. Gaozu ordered warriors to bind him up for prosecution.

Some thought that leniency should be shown by Gaozu in
the light of Han Xin's past contributions. This prompted Gaozu
to spare him further punishment after stripping him ol the title
of Prince of Chu and demoting him to Marquis of Huaiyin. Alter
his demotion. Han Xin became dispirited and often absented
himself from the daily imperial audiences by feigning illness.

A few years later, a general called Chen Xi started an
insurrection and proclaimed himself Acting King. In a short
period, he was able to capture twenty cities.

Gaozu had intended for Han Xin and Peng Yue to lead a
joint expedition against Chen Xi. but both men declined on
grounds of illness. This left Gaozu no choice but to lead the
expedition himself.

After Gaozu departed Chang'an at the head of his troops.
Queen Lit received a denunciation ol Han Xin. 11 alleged that
Han Xin and Chen Xi were co-conspirators in the insurrection

and that an orchestrated attack had been planned. After

II
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consulting Chief Counselor Xiao He. Queen LI put out the
disinformation that Chen Xi had been captured by Gaozu and
that all high officials were invited to celebrate this in the
palace. As soon as Han Xin stepped inside the palace, he was
waylaid by armed guards and killed.

Barely three months after Han Xin's death. Gaozu put down
Chen Xi s rebellion and returned to Luoyang. When he arrived.
Peng Yue's own people denounced him. saying that Peng Yue
was plotting sedition. Gaozu had Peng Yue arrested and pul
in prison. Unable to substantiate Peng Yues seditious intent,
Gaozu stripped him of all official duties and exiled him to
faraway Shuzhong.

While en route to Shuzhong. Peng Yue ran into Queen Lii.
In tears, he protested his innocence before the Queen and
pleaded for her to intercede with Gaozu so that he would be
allowed to go back to his home town. Queen Lureadily agreed
and took Peng Yue back to Luoyang.

Upon her return to the capital. Queen Lu said to Gaozu.
"Peng Yue is a good fighter. Banishing him to Shuzhong would
be tantamount to returning a tiger to the wild. You would be
courting trouble."

Acting on Queen LOs advice, Gaozu then had Peng Yue
executed.

After learning of Han Xin and Peng Yue s killings, the
Prince of Huainan Ying Bu decided to rebel. He said to his
staff. The Emperor is ageing and will not be able to come out
here to fight us. The only generals to be worried about were
Han Xin and Peng Yue, but they are now dead. The others are

no match for me. We have nothing to fear from them."
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Ying Bu did indeed win a string of early victories, and was
able to conlrol large areas ofJing and Chu. Gaozu had to lead
his army into battle himself.

On the battlefield. Gaozu called out to Ying Bu. I made
you Prince! Why have you turned against me?"

Ying Bu said unabashedly. "l want to be emperor!"

Gaozu then unleashed his superior force against Ying Bu in
a merciless attack. Gaozu was shot in the chest in a volley of
arrows released by Ying Bus archers. The injury was fortunately
not very serious, and he continued the relentless assault despite
the pain. Finally. Ying Bu was killed in a chaotic retreat.

After putting down Ying Bus rebellion, on his way back to
the capital Gaozu stayed a few days in Pei County, his home
town. He invited town folk and old acquaintances to a feast
where he wined and dined them. He was able to enjoy a few
carefree days.

Even as he savored his new-found happiness, his mind
began to fill with memories of how he had outmaneuvered
Xiang Yu in the past, and thoughts about how he must run
the country in the future. He marveled at the complexity of
government: On the one hand, there were subordinates always
up to some mischiefand. on the other hand, troubles always
abounded on the frontiers. Where could he find a few good
men to help him defend the empire? As emotions churned in

his chest, a song came unbidden to his lips:

Clouds billow, roiled by the rising winds fury.
The native son returns in imperial glory-

Eagerfora few good men to defend the country.

I1I
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12. The Oath of
the White Horse

In his old age. Gaozu heaped favors on Lady Qi. who had a
child by him named Ruyi. This son was given the title of Prince
of Zhao. Gaozu had always found Crown Prince Liu Ying. son
of Queen Lii, a weak character and doubted his ability to
accomplish great things in the future. On the other hand. Ruyi
reminded him of himselfin his manner and problem-solving
sills. Gaozu started thinking about making Ruyi crown prince
instead of Liu Ying.

He consulted his ministers on this idea, but received
little support. Even Zhang Liang, whose opinion he had
always highly valued, threw his support behind Queen LO.
Zhang Liang then enlisted the 'Venerable Four of
Shangshan' (four renowned hermits of the time) to mentor
Crown Prince Liu Ying.

Seeing his effort to replace the Crown Prince frustrated.
Gaozu said to Lady Qi. "The Crown Prince now has received
support and isno longer the fledgling that he was. It s too late
to change the situation.' Lady Qi was saddened beyond words
by this development.

Gaozu had been shot in the chest by an arrow during his
expedition against Ying Bu. The wound later festered. One day
someone whispered to him. Fan Kuai iQueen LOs brother-in

lawl has been conspiring with the Queen to kill Lady Qi and
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the Prince of Zhao Ruyi once his Majesty departs this world.-

In a fit of rage. Gaozu summoned Chen Ping and General
Zhou Bo and said to them. 'Go this moment to Fan Kuai s
barracks and decapitate him. Then come back to me with
his head."

Fan Kuai was then in the Principality of Van with his
troops. After receiving their orders. Chen Ping and Zhou Bo
huddled together and concluded, "Fan Kuai has rendered the
country great services and is moreover the brother-in-law of
the Queen. We can'tjust kill him like that. The Emperor
ordered him killed in a lit of rage, what if he later regrets
that decision?"

After some discussion, the two put Fan Kuai in a pillory
cart and escorted him to Chang'an. where Queen Lu ordered
him freed.

As Gaozu s health worsened, he summoned his ministers
before him and ordered a white horse butchered. He then had
the ministers swear this oath while smearing the blood of the
white horse on their mouths: "From now on the title of prince
can only be given to members of the Liuclan and to men who
have rendered outstanding service to the country. Whoever
violates this pact will be subject to collective sanctions."

After the ministers swore this oath. Gaozu had peace
of mind.

When Gaozu s condition deteriorated, he summoned Queen
LOto hear his last wishes.

Queen LO asked Gaozu. After his Majesty's ascension to
Heaven, who should take the place of Chief Counselor Xiao

He when he dies?'
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While He

'Cao Shen will do." Gaozu replied.

"And after Cao Shen dies?" Queen Lu asked.

Gaozu responded. "Wang Ling can take his place. But Wang
Ling is sometimes a little too blunt and tactless, so he can use
some help from Chen Ping. Chen Ping is astute and resourceful,
but can | make independent decisions. Zhou Bohas a generous
disposition, and is prudent and meticulous, but not cultured
enough. Still, Zhou Bo will be the key to ensuring the
continuation ofthe Liu lineage."

Queen Lu had more questions, but Gaozu shook his head
and said. There s no telling what may come."

In 195 BCE. Gaozu of Han died. Keeping the death under a
tight lid. Queen Lii summoned Shen Yiji, a minister and aclose
confidant, and said to him. "The generals were the late
Emperors comrades in arms right from the beginning of the
rebellion. However, they were already grumbling when the
Emperor was alive. Their loyalty is now even more
questionable. We should kill them all."

Sensing he would not be able to handle the tough
assignment all by himself, Shen Yiji sought the help of Queen
LOs brother Lii Shizhi. Lu Shizhi s son LO Lu leaked the secret
to his good friend LiJi. who in turn informed his father Li Shang.

Upon learning of the secret goings-on. Li Shang paid an
urgent call on Shen Yiji and said to him. T ve learned that the
Emperordied fourdays ago. and that the Queen has put a hold
on funeral arrangements while hatching a plan to kill ministers
and high officials. This would surely provoke a rebellion by
these ministers and generals. The country would be in chaos

and. more importantly, your own life would be injeopardy."

123
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Alarmed at this prospect. Shen Yiji sought urgent
consultations with Queen Lii. The Queen, no longer so sure
her plan to purge the old guard would work, gave the go-ahead
for the funeral to take place.

In the wake of Gaozu of Han's funeral, Crown Prince Liu
Ying ascended the throne and became Emperor Hui of Han.
Queen Lit became the Empress Dowager.

Emperor Hui turned out indeed to be a gentle soul lacking
the qualities required for the job. He left all decisions to the
Empress Dowager. Empress Dowager Lu. with real power now
concentrated in her hands, had no qualms about exercising
that power as she saw fit.

The time had come for settling accounts with Lidy Qi and
the Prince of Zhao Ruyi. for whom she had always had a
visceral hatred. First, Lady Qi was made a slave. Then. Ruyi
was recalled to Chang'an from his fief.

Well aware of the Empress Dowager's intention to
engineer the death of his brother Ruyi. Emperor Hui decided
to frustrate the Empress Dowager's scheme by giving him a
room in his palace and keeping him at his side during
mealtime and bedtime.

One morning. Emperor Hui was going to his morning
archery practice after getting out of bed. He had intended for
Ruyi to accompany him. but did not have the heart to wake
up his younger brother, who was still in a deep, adolescent
sleep. He lelt by himself. On his return, he found Ruyi dead in
his bed. Immediately, knew his brother had been poisoned.
He took the corpse in his arms and wept bitterly.

After having Ruyi killed, the Empress Dowager cold-
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The Oath of the White Horse

bloodedly ordered the hands and feet of Lady Qi hacked
off and her eyes gouged out. Lady Qi was forcibly fed a
substance that made her mule. Subsequently, she was
thrown into a pig sty.

Emperor Hui cried inconsolably when he saw the cruel
torture of Lady Qi by the Empress Dowager. The experience
was so traumatic the he fell ill. He then sent word to the
Empress Dowager. "The things that you ve done are inhuman.
As your son. 1no longer feel I have the ability to rule."

From then on. Emperor Hui studiously tried to refrain from

intervening in affairs of the state.
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13- Cao Adopts the Ways
of Xiao

In the second year of Emperor Hui s reign, the ageing
Chief Counselor Xiao He fell seriously ill. The Emperor
visited him and asked him who would be a good candidate
to take his place.

Noncommittal. Xiao He merely said. "No one understands
me better than his Majesty."

Emperor Hui then asked, "What do you think of Cao Shen?"

Cao Shen and Xiao He had been officials in the Pei County
government beforejoining the rebellion of Gaozu of Han. Their
earlier cordial relations became strained after Cao Shen
realized that he would always remain in Xiao He's shadow,
despite his own brilliant war exploits. That did not stop Xiao
He from recognizing Cao's leadership qualities. At Emperor
Hui's mention of Cao Shen. Xiao He immediately expressed
agreement, saying. "His Majesty has made a good choice. With
Cao Shen to take my place, I can leave with peace of mind."

Cao Shen was a general by profession. When Gaozu made
his eldest son Liu Fei Prince of Qi, Cao was drafted to be the
Prime Minister of Qi. Cao Shen arrived in the Principality of
Qi ata time when China had only recently emerged from civil
strife. He called a meeting with more than a hundred local
residents and intellectuals to hear their ideas about good

government. No consensus emerged out of the meeting

12
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because of the diverse range of views.

A renowned local hermit called Gai Gong came Vo the
attention of Cao Shen. who invited the recluse for
consultation. Gai Gong was a believer in the laissez-faire
philosophy of the Huangdi and Laozi (Lao Tzu) school of
thought, which advocated less government so that the people
could be left in peace. Cao Shen took Gai Gongs advice and
was careful not to bother the people with too much red tape.
In his nine years as Qi s Prime Minister, relative peace reigned
in all the seventy-odd cities of the Principality.

Upon Xiao He's death. Emperor Hui immediately
summoned Cao Shen to Chang'an to succeed Xiao He as Chief
Counselor. Eollowing Gai Gong's advice to have minimal
governmental intervention. Cao Shen kept Xiao He's system
and policy in place without making the slightest change.

Some ministers became alarmed at Cao Shen s
philosophy ol government by inaction. They were eager to
offer him advice, but every time they called on him he
would invite them to drink with him. Whenever the
conversation at the table turned to politics, he would steer
it towards other topics, effectively forestalling any serious
discussion. The guests woidd gohome in an inebriated state
without having said their piece.

Emperor Hui himself was unsettled by what he perceived
as a paternalistic, patronizing attitude towards him by Cao
Shen. On one occasion. Emperor Hui said to Cao Shen s son
Cao Zhu. who was an attendant in the Emperor's court, 'When
you go home, ask your father this question: With Gaozu

departed, and the Emperor still very young, you arc the Prime

13
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Minister entrusted with the weighty responsibility ol
government. How can you ensure good government when you
indulge in drinking instead of governing? Id like to know your
fathers answer to that."

When Cao Zhu went home on leave, he duly relayed the
Emperor's question to his father.

Cao was angered by the question, and started to scold
his son. "What does a callow youth like you know about
the affairs of state? You ve overstepped your bounds!" Cao
Shen had a servant fetch a rod. and then went on to give
his son a good beating.

Cao Zhu lelt deeply wronged by the unwarranted scolding
and heating, and naturally recounted the incident to the
Emperor upon his return to the palace. The Emperor was also
upset about it.

The next day. Emperor Hui said to Cao Shen during the
daily imperial audience. "Cao Zhu merely relayed my question
to you. Why did you beat him?"

After presenting his apologies to the emperor. Cao Shen
asked. "His Majesty! How do you rate your wisdom in
comparison with that of Gaozu?"

"It goes without saying that I pale before Emperor Gaozu!"
Emperor Hui replied.

Cao Shen continued. "How does my talent compare with
Xiao He's?"

"Well, you probably can't compare to Xiao He," the Emperor
responded with a smile.

Cao Shen responded. "His Majesty is right on both counts.

His Majesty can t compare to Gaozu and t can t compare to
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Prime Minister Xiao He. After winning political power.
Emperor Gaozu and Prime Minister Xiao He have left us a fine
legacy of institutions and rules. All we need to do is to
implement their system faithfully and dutifully."

With this. Cao Shen s approach to government finally began
to make sense for Emperor Hui.

In his three years as Prime Minister, Cao Shen pursued a
policy underpinned by the philosophy of the Huangdi and
laozi school of thought. In that particular period, with the
country just emerging from protracted conflict, what the
people most needed was stability and peace. His policy met
that need by ensuring that no unnecessary, extra burdens were
placed on the people. Both Xiao He and Cao Shen were
therefore celebrated in folk song that circulated during their
own lifetimes. In Chinese history, this instance of seamless
transition is known as, Xiao gui Cao sui ("the Xiao ways are

adopted by Cao").
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14. Zhou Bo Wrests Control
of the Army

Since Emperor Hui did not have a son. Empress Dowager
Lii had a baby boy brought in to be passed off as the son of
the Emperor. The boy was made Crown Prince. He later
ascended the throne upon the death of Emperor Hui in 188
BCE. thereby guaranteeing the continued power of the
Empress Dowager as Regent.

In a bid to consolidate her power further, Empress Dowager
Lii planned to create principalities for the Lii clan. She
consulted the ministers on the feasibility ofher idea.

The Right Prime Minister Wang Ling, never one to mince
words, said. 'Emperor Gaozu had us swear the Oath of the
White Horse, which forbids us from making princes ol people
outside the Liu clan."

Resentful of his reply. Empress Dowager Lii turned to the
Left Prime Minister Chen Ping and Commander in Chief Zhou
Bo for their views.

The two answered. "It was only logical that Emperor Gaozu
awarded principalities to his owti folk after taking political
power. By the same token, there s nothing wrong with the
reigning Empress Dowager making her clansmen princes."

Empress Dowager Lii. placated by this reply, nodded her
approval.

After the audience was over, Wang Ling took Chen Ping

IB?
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and Wani; Bo to task. He said to them. 'You were both present
when Emperor Gaozu swore us to the Oath of the White Horse.
By violating your oath, youre dishonoring Gaozu's memory!'

Chen Ping and Wang Bo retorted. Dont be too quick to
passjudgment. You may be better at confronting the Empress
Dowager, but we will be better at keeping the Liuclan in power.'

Emboldened by the endorsement of the ministers. Empress
Dowager Lu created principalities for her nephews and
grandnephews. including Lii Tai, Lii Chan, Lu Lu, Lii Jia, and
Lii Tong. The Lu clan was also given control of the military.
Soon, all the levers of power in the country were in Lii hands.

Although Empress Dowager Lii's maneuver to grab power
from the Liu clan had provoked private grumblings among
numerous ministers, they did not have the courage to openly
air their anger.

Gaozu's grandson the Marquis of Zhuxu Liu Zhang was
married to Lii Lu's daughter. One day the Empress Dowager
put Liu Zhang in charge of a banquet she was planning to
host. Liu Zhang said to the Empress Dowager, 'l am descended
from a general. Will you allow me to oversee the banquet in
the military tradition?" The Empress Dowager LO gave her
consent to this.

In the general merriment, aided by much imbibing of
alcohol, Liu Zhang proposed to further liven up the party by
performing a farmer's chant for the Empress Dowager. Empress
Dowager Lti said. "Go ahead! Sing it for us!"

In a booming voice Liu Zhang sang.

Plough deeply and plant well-apard
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Pull up seedlings that don't belong!

This ditty incurred the great displeasure of the Empress
Dowager.

When a guest from the Lii clan got drunk and left without
taking proper leave. Liu Zhang went after him and killed him
on the pretext of his breach of etiquette. When Liu Zhang
returned to the banquet and reported this incident to the
Empress Dowager, the ministers attending her greatly feared
for him. However, having given him permission to conduct
the affair under military law. the Empress Dowager could not
pin any blame on him.

In the eighth year of her regency. Empress Dowager Lii
became seriously ill. Before her death, she made the Prince of
Zhao Lii Chan Chief Counselor and gave him command of the
Southern Army. Lii Lu was promoted to General in command
of the Northern Army. The Empress Dowager warned them.
"The ministers are not happy with the passage of power into
our hands. It is important that after my death, you stay here
with your troops to protect our interests. Do not attend the
funeral, because you might walk into a trap."

Thus, after the death of Empress Dowager Eif control of
the military was concentrated in the hands of LuChan and 1O
Lu. who bided their time as they planned a dynasty change.

Through his wife, who was a Lii. Liu Zhang got wind of the
plotbeing hatched by the Luclan. He sent a messenger bearing
the intelligence to his elder brother the Prince of Qi Liu Xiang,
and invited him to march on Chang'an.

When Lu Chan received information that the Prince of Qi

14
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Liu Xiang was leading his troops on a westward march, lie
immediately sent a forcecommanded by his general Guan Ying
to thwart the attack. When he reached Xingyang. Guan Ying
summoned his staff for a consultation and said to them. "With
the military under their control, the Lii clan now has designs
on the throne ofthe Liu dynasty. If we attack the Prince of Qi.
we will be accomplices in this seditious Lii plot."

The decision was then made to put a hold on any
military action against the Prince of Qi. Secret emissaries
were sent to the Prince urging him to coordinate with the
chiefs of the other principalities a well-timed attack against
the LOclan. Alter receiving this communication, the Prince
of Qi halted his advance.

When Zhou Bo and Chen Ping cast about for ways to thwart
the seditious plan of the Lu clan, they had limited options
because the army was in LQhands. Then they remembered
that Minister Li Shangs son LiJi was on good terms with Lu
Lu. so they sent an emissary asking LiJi to lobby Lii Lu

Li Ji said to Lii Lu. "With the Empress Dowager dead and
the Emperor so young, you. the Prince of Zhao, have chosen to
stay in Chang'an with your troops. As a result, the ministers
are beginning to question your loyalty. This is not in your
interest. If you cede control of the army to the Commander in
Chief and return to your own fief, the Prince ol Qi will also
withdraw his troops. This will set the ministers at ease."

LiJi thus succeeded in persuading Lti Lu to cede command
ofthe Northern Army to the Commander in Chief Zhou Bo.

With the General s seal in hand. Zhou Bo immediately went

to the headquarters of the Northern Army and issued this
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order: 'The Lii clan is plotting to wrest imperial power from
the Liu clan. It's up to you to decide what to do. Those on the
side of the LOclan will bare their right arms, and those on the
side of the Liu clan, their left arms!"

The troops of the Northern Army had always been on the
side of the Liuclan, so when the order was given they instantly
bared their left arms. Zhou Bo was thus able to handily wrest
control of the Northern Army from Lii Lu.

Unaware that control of the Northern Army had passed
from Lii Lu to Zhou Bo, Lu Chan marched his troops to Weiyang
Palace with the intention of launching a coup. Zhou Bo sent
i.000 troops under the command of the Marquis of Zhuxu Liu
Zhang to confront Lii Chan. In the ensuing battle LOChan was
killed. With Zhou Boat its command, the Northern Army went
on to root out all remnants of the LOclan.

With their courage restored, the ministers now said. 'The
Emperor put on the throne by Empress Dowager LO is really
not Emperor Hui's son. Now that the LO clan has been
neutralized, we don t want this puppet to usurp power, because
when he grows up he will become a supporter of the LOcause.
From among the Liu princes, we should pick the best of the
crop to be the emperor."

After deliberating, the ministers came to the conclusion
that, of all the sons of Emperor Gaozu of Han. the Prince of
Dai Liu Heng was the most senior and had the highest moral
caliber. A delegation was then dispatched to Dai lin modern-
day Wei County. Hebei Province) to escort Liu Heng to
Chang'an. There, he was enthroned and given the title Emperor

Wen of Han.
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15- Zhou Yafu, Martinet

of Camp Xiliu

After ascending lo the throne. Emperor Wen of Han
continued the policy of pacifying the Xiongnu by arranging
marriages ofconvenience with the Xiongnu nobility. No major
conflict erupted between the two sides until the Chanyu (i.e.,
King! of the Xiongnu was instigated by forces inimical to Han-
Xiongnu amity to sever relations with the Han Dynasty. In
158 BCE. the Chanyu of the Xiongnu Kunkhan led a 6.000-strong
invading force against Shangjun Prefecture (southeast of
modern-day Yulin, Shaanxi Province) and Yunzhong
(northeast of modern-day Tuoketuo, Inner Mongolia). His army
carried out wanton looting and caused heavy civilian
casualties. As the watchtowers on the frontier lit up bonfire
after bonfire to alert of the invasion, the smoke and flames
could be seen from as lar away as Chang’an.

Emperor Wen immediately sent three forces, each under
the command of a general, to confront the invading Xiongnu.
Three other generals were deployed with their troops around
the Chang'an area for the defense of the capital: General Liu
Li at Bashang, General Xu Li at Jimen (northeast of modern
day Xianyang. Shaanxi Province) and General Zhou Yalu at
Xiliu (southwest of modern-day Xianyang).

The Emperor then undertook a tour through these three

camps to boost morale and inspect the troops.
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The tour took him first to Bashang, where General Liu and
his troops eagerly rode out to greet the Emperor. The Emperor's
party freely passed through the camp perimeter without being
stopped or challenged at any point. After a pep rally, the Emperor
was ready to move on and the troops gave him a rousing sendoff.

A no less elaborate welcoming ceremony awaited him
when he arrived at Jimen.

Then he arrived at Xiliu. the final stop of his tour. A
sentinel at General Zhou Yafus camp saw in the distance the
advance of the Emperor's party, and immediately sent back
this intelligence to the General. The troops instantly snapped
into battle alert, with armor on their backs, arrows on their
bows, and swords out of their scabbards.

When the advance group of the Emperor's party
approached the camp gate, it was immediately halted and
barred from entering.

The officials at the head of the advance group barked with
authority, "The Emperor will be arriving in no lime!"

Unruffled, the guards manning the gate replied. Tn the
army, we go by the commanding general s orders. Without his
authorization, we cannot let you in."

Before the officials had time to argue, Emperor Wen's
carriage had arrived at the gate. However, it was also stopped
by the guards.

The Emperor was left with no choice but to order his
attendants to show his imperial stave, and to send word to
Zhou Yafu that the Emperor was here to boost troop morale.

Zhou Yafu then gave the order to open the gate to let the

imperial carriage through.
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Once inside the gate, the Emperors entourage was told
in no uncertain terms. In accordance witli military
regulations, vehicles and horses are forbidden to travel at
high speed inside the camp.-

All the attendant officials were incensed by this injunction,
but Emperor Wen gave the order to relax the reins and proceed
at a leisurely pace.

When the party approached the commander's tent, it was
greeted by the sight of a forbidding-looking, armed General
Zhou Yafu in full battle dress. He stood before Emperor
Wen and bowed. Raising his clasped hands in salute several
times, he said to the Emperor. "I am unable to kowtow
because of the armor on me. Please grant me permission to
give the military salute."

Disconcerted by this request, the Emperor returned the
salute by slightly inclining his body as he steadied himself
with one hand on his carriage. He then sent greetings to the
troops through messengers.

On their return to Changan from Camp Xiliu at the end
of the morale-boosting tour, the members of the Emperors
entourage expressed their indignation at Zhou Yafu s
rudeness to the Emperor.

They were surprised to hear Emperor Wen's unreserved
praise for the General. The Emperor said. "Now we see a real
general worthy of the title! The troops atJimen and Bashang
were a laid-back bunch. They acted as if they were in a make-
believe sport. It will be a wonder if they can avoid being taken
prisoner in a surprise attack by the enemy. Butan enemy would

think twice before taking on a general like Zhou Yafu. who is

15
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mu Yafu. Martinet of Camp Xiliu

able to enforce iron discipline in his troops."

A month Inter, the Xiongnu invading Force was forced to
retreat before the advancing Han vanguard. Afterwards, the
three units defending Chang an returned to normal duty.

After the inspection tour. Emperor Wen was convinced
that Zhou Yafu was a military talent, and so he elevated
him to the post of Commander of the Capital.

A year later, a seriously ill Emperor Wen summoned the
Crown Prince to his deathbed, and left him this fatherly
advice: "In any lutiire upheaval, you will do well to give the
command of the army to Zhou Yafu."

Crown Prince Liu Qi succeeded Emperor Wen. and became

EmperorJing of Han.
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16. Li Guang,

the "Flying General"

Both Emperor Wen and Emperor Jing pursued a policy of
peace and rebuilding. In the six decades of their reigns, no
major conflict occurred, with the exception of the short. Seven
Slate Rebellion. This relative peace and stability fostered
economic recovery and development. It is said that, by the
end of Emperor Jing s reign, the coffers of the treasury were
so full that the ropes used to string up the coins by their holes
in the center snapped from the weight of the metal. Some ol
the unconsumed, surplus grain that accumulated year alter
year in the state s granaries had to be stored in the open air,
with inevitable spoilage. In Chinese history, this is known as
the Prosperous Wen jing Years.

The powerful and prosperous Han Dynasty was however not
immune to threats from the Xiongnu in the north. Since the
besiegement of Emperor Gaozu by the Xiongnu at Baideng. the
Han Dynasty had implemented a policy of peace by marriage".
This was in effect a compromise on the part ol the Han Dynasty,
which was obliged to give its daughters to the Chanyu of the
Xiongnu in marriage, and to make yearly offerings of large
amounts from the treasury. The conciliatory efforts of the Han
Dynasty did not stop the Xiongnu from making frequent forays
into Han territory, killing and pillaging, looting food and rustling

cattle. North China was in a perpetual unsettled state as a result.
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After the death of Emperor Jing. his more ambitious
successor Liu Che. Emperor Wu of Han. was determined to
remedy this humiliating situation.

In 129 BCE. the Xiongnu attacked Shanggu (southeast of
modern-day Huailai. Hebei Province). Emperor Wu of Han sent
four generals. Wei Qing, Gongsun Ao. Gongsun He. and L
Guang, witli their respective troops to confront the invaders.

Li Guang was the oldest and most senior of the four
generals. He had been made a general in the time of Emperor
Wen. Under Emperor Jing. he shared credit with Zhou Yafu
for the suppression of the Seven Slate Rebellion. He was
later appointed by Emperor Jing to the governorship of
Shangjun Prefecture (southeast of modern-day Yulin.
Shaanxi Province).

In a previous foray of the Xiongnu into Shangjun. Li Guang
in command of too cavalrymen went in pursuit of three
Xiongnu archers. He caught up with the three after dozens of
//. shooting two of them dead and captured the third alive. As
they prepared to return to camp, they saw thousands of
Xiongnu warriors riding towards them.

Li Guang s soldiers were thrown into panic by the enemy's
overwhelming superiority in numbers. Li Guang said to them.
'We are dozens of /i from our camp. If the Xiongnu catch up
with us while we retreat, we are done for. We have a better
chance if we stay put. That will give the Xiongnu the
impression that we are luring them into some kind of an
ambush, and will deter their attack.-

Li Guang then gave the order to advances towards the

Xiongnu. When they were only two /i from the Xiongnu
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camp, he ordered his soldiers to dismount and unsaddle
all their horses for a rest.

The soldiers cried out in anguish. "With so many Xiongnu
so close, what will we do if we are attacked?"

Li Guang reassured them. "We want to dupe them into
believing that we are here to lure them into a trap."

The Xiongnu generals began to feel uneasy at this
maneuver by Li Guang. They decided to watch the Han troops
from afar and not take any risks.

When a Xiongnu general astride his white steed was seen
inspecting his troops, Li Guang and a dozen soldiersjumped
on their horses and dashed in his direction, killing him with
an arrow. Returningjust as quickly to their camp, theyjumped
off their horses and resumed their rest.

This had the effect of deepening Xiongnu suspicions. At
nightfall, they became increasingly convinced thata Han ambush
was imminent. Fearingan attack under the cover of night, they
beat a hasty retreat. At daybreak, after making sure there were
no more Xiongnu soldiers in the hills, i Guang brought his mo
cavalrymen back to the main camp without a single casualty.

After a careful assessment of the four generals sent against
him. the Chanyu ol the Xiongnu Kunkhan concluded that his
toughest opponent was Li Guang. He accordingly concentrated
his forces in Yanmen. He set ambushes along the way and
gave orders for Li Guang's capture, wanting him to be taken
alive. Since their numbers were superior, alter a fierce battle
the Xiongnu were able to break apart the forces of Li Guang.
He was wounded and captured by Xiongnu soldiers.

The Xiongnu soldiers put the gravely wounded Li Guang
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in a rope hammock and slung him between two horses to
transport him to the Chanyu's main camp. Li Guang lay in the
hammock motionless and lifeless. After a dozen /i. he caught
a glimpse of a Xiongnu soldier riding a good horse. Mustering
all his strength, he heaved himselfonto that horse, grabbed
the soldiers bow and arrows, and pushed the soldier off. He
jerked the animal around and galloped south.

With hundreds of Xiongnu soldiers riding in pursuit. Li
Guang dug his heels into the belly of horse, prodding it to run
even faster as he turned in his saddle and fired off his arrows,
killing several pursuers. Unable to catch up with Li Guang.
the pursuing party gave up and gazed after the fast-
disappearing general.

Although out of danger in this instance. Li Guang was
convicted ofthe capital offense oflosing a battle and incurring
heavy casualties. Under Han law. a person convicted ofa crime
could redeem himself by paying a fine. Li Guang redeemed
himselfand went home, stripped of all his official functions.

Not long after his fall from grace, the Xiongnu began to
make trouble again on the frontier. Emperor Wu of Han
brought Li Guang out of disfavor, and made him governor of
Youbeiping Prefecture (southwest of modern-day Lingyuan,
Liaoning Province).

In all the years which Li Guang manned the northern
defenses, his agility, accuracy with the bow. and ability to
confound the enemy by appearing and disappearing at
unexpected moments earned him the nickname the "Flying
General" among the Xiongnu. With the feared Li Guang as

governor of Youbeiping. the Xiongnu left the prefecture alone.
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Although Youbeiping was now free from the threat of
marauding Xiongnu, there were frequent injuries and deaths
caused by prowling tigers. Li Guang never missed an
opportunity to hunt tigers with his deadly accurate arrows.
No tiger ever survived an encounter with him.

Legend has it that on his way home one day in failing light, i
Guang and his attendants were walking. They were looking eagle-
eyed forsigns ofa tiger when they sighted a bright-striped specimen
crouched in the grass at the foot ofa hill. i Guang armed his bow
with an arrow and made bull’ eye with his usual accuracy.

His soldiers, armed with swords and lances, ran towards
the tiger. As they came closer to the quarry, they did a double
take. It was not a tiger, but a big rock that Li Guang had shot.
The arrow had gone so deep into the rock that no one could
pull it out. The soldiers' surprise was mixed with admiration.

When Li Guang came to have a look, he was also filled with
disbelief at how far his arrow had penetrated the rock. He went
back to where he was before, and fired another shot at the rock.
This time the arrow glanced off the rock, causing only sparks.
However, that first shot cemented his legendary reputation as
the Flying General who could shoot through a rock.

Li Guang devoted the better part of his life to fighting the
Xiongnu. By a display of courage and battle skills in more than
70 battles, he became a formidable nemesis to the Xiongnu
nobility. However, he was no stranger to unexpected reversals
of fortunes in the course of his battles. In this sense, he was
unlike the newly promoted younger generals, Wei Qing and
Him Qubing. who were credited with unalloyed success in the

war against Xiongnu invasion.
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17- Generals Wei Qing and
Huo Qubing

Wei Qing had modest beginnings. His Father was a servant
in the household of the Marquis of Pingyang Cao Shou. so
when he grew up he also became a servant in the employ of
the Marquis of Pingyang. His position improved markedly alter
his sister Wei Zifu was presented to the imperial palace and
found favor with Emperor Wu.

The same year Li Guang escaped after being captured by
the Xiongnu in combat, three of the four armies sent against
the Xiongnu invading force suffered defeat. Only Wei Qing
led his army to victory. As a reward, he was made Marquis of
Guannei. He went on to win an impressive string of victories
against the Xiongnu marauders.

In 124 BCE, Wei Qing s pursuit of the Xiongnu took his
30.000-strong cavalry force outside the Great Wall. Under the
false impression that the Han troops were still some distance
away, the Right Virtuous King of the Xiongnu had let down
his guard and was drinking and making merry in his camp.
He got stone drunk.

In the meantime, under cover of night. Wei Qing s troops
endured a forced march of seven hundred /i in order to
surround the Right Virtuous King. When the Han troops
charged into the Xiongnu camp from all sides, the Xiongnu

troops broke up in disarray and dispersed in all directions.
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The sobered Right Virtuous King tried to put up a light, but it
was already too late. He got away with only a few hundred ol
his closest associates.

In this battle. Wei Qing s army captured 15.000 enemy
soldiers, including a dozen princes.

The Right and Left Virtuous Kings of the Xiongnu were
next in rank to the Chanyu. Because of this battle, the Right
Virtuous King lost his entire army. This was a heavy blow to
the Chanyu.

As soon as news ol this victory reached Emperor Wu, he
sent an emissary to Wei Qing. He was given the General in
Chief's seal, officially making him the General in Chief. With
all of the honors bestowed to him. even his three minor sons
were to be made marquises.

Wei Qing declined these honors, saying. "All credit for my
victories goes to my officers and soldiers. Moreover, my three
sons are still young boys who have never rendered any service
to the country, if his Majesty makes them marquises, how s
that going to motivate the soldiers to give their best in battle?"

Sobered by Wei Qing's remarks. Emperor Wu awarded the
title of marquis to seven of Wei Qing's generals.

The next year, the Xiongnu launched another invasion.
Emperor Wu sent a large expeditionary force to repel the
invaders with Wei Qing in command aided by six generals.

An 18-year-old nephew of Wei Qing s called Huo Qubing.
who was known for his daring and equestrian and archery
skills, also participated in the campaign. He organized a
detachment consisting of 800 brave men to seek out

Xiongnu troops. They marched north, but did not see a
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single Xiongnu. They had rode hundreds of /i before they
finally saw Xiongnu tents in the distance.

Moving stealthily towards the enemy camp by a circuitous
route, they found the largest tent and charged in. The sharp-
eyed and fast-moving Huo Qubing killed a Xiongnu nobleman
with one swing ofhis sword, and his soldiers captured two more.

The now leaderless Xiongnu troops dispersed in a
disorderly flight. The 800 braves chased after them, and killed
more than 2.000 0f them before returning to camp.

The anxious Wei Qing was waiting for them when Huo
Qubing went into his tent. He carried a severed head in his
hand and was followed by soldiers escorting the two captives.
After an interrogation, they learned that one of the captives
was the Chanyu s uncle, while the other was the Chanyu s Chief
Minister. The man killed by Huo Qubing in the big tent turned
out to be a Xiongnu king who was of the same generation as
the Chanyu s grandfather.

Thus, the 18-year-old Huo Qubing had captured two
Xiongnu generals in his very first battle. This was no mean
feat, and so he was made Marquis of Guanjun when the
campaign was over.

In 121 BCE. Emperor Wu made Huo Qubing Cavalry
General and ordered him to take 10.000 soldiers on an attack
against the Xiongnu. Huo's troops marched from Longxi
(western Gansu Province), and fought the Xiongnu for six
days before the Xiongnu could no longer hold and started to
beat a retreat. Huo Qubing with his cavalry engaged the
fleeing Xiongnu across the Yanzhi Mountains (west of

modern-day Yongchang County. Gansu Province) on a 1,000-
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/i pursuit that took them through some vassal states loyal to
the Xiongnu. These included Hunxie (in modern-day Gansu
Province) and Xiutu (north of modern-day Wuwei County.
Gansu). The Han troops captured the prince and the chief
minister of the King ol Hunxie. and carted away the Golden
Statue (actually, a bronze figure) used by the King of Xiutu
for his sacrifice to the gods.

For this. Emperor Wu wanted to reward Huo Qubing with
a new house, but the latter declined, saying. T have no use for
a house as long as the Xiongnu have not been annihilated."

In Tig BCE. after painstaking preparations. Emperor Wu
sent Wei Qing and Huo Qubing with 50.000 elite troops on a
two-pronged attack against the Xiongnu with a view to
stopping the Xiongnu invasions for good.

Wei Qin passed through the Great Wall at Dingxiang
Prefecture into the Gobi Desert. His soldiers then marched
more than a thousand /i. until they ran into well-trained
and well armed troops led by Yizhixie (also known as
Elchishye). the Chanyu of the Xiongnu. A fierce battle was
joined. As night fell, a gale-force wind rose in the desert,
kicking up a storm of sand and gravel that darkened the
theater of the raging battle. Despite having a strong wind
and sand blowing in his face. Wei Qing ordered his cavalry
to carry out a two-pronged attack. El chishye was
overwhelmed by the assault. He made a dash toward the
north with a few hundred ofhis horsemen, and succeeded
in breaking through the encirclement. Wei Qing pressed on
in pursuit until his troops reached Zhaoxin City at the foot

of the Tianyan Mountains la southern spur of modem day

I?
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Hang ai Mountains on the Mongolian Plateau). The city had
been deserted by the Xiongnu soldiers, who left behind
large quantities of rations. Wei Qing's troops feasted on the
food, before torching the remaining grain and embarking
on a triumphant return.

Meanwhile. Huo Qubing also crossed the Gobi, marching
2.000 /i to engage the troops of the Left Virtuous King of
the Xiongnu. These were soundly defeated. Huo s troops
chased them all the way to the Langjuxu Mountains (either
northwest of modern-day Wuyuan. Inner Mongolia on the
north bank of the Yellow River: or alternately, in modern-
day People's Republic of Mongolia). A stele was planted at
the location as a monument.

This was the largest-scale military campaign ever
undertaken by the Han Dynasty, with the deepest
penetration into Xiongnu territory. In the aftermath of the
campaign, the Xiongnu retreated to regions north of the
Gobi Desert. South of the Gobi, all vestiges of Xiongnu

presence were removed.
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18. Zhang Qian's Mission to

the Western Regions

When debriefing Xiongnu defectors in the early years of
his reign. Emperor Wu of Han was able to glean some
knowledge of the situation in Xiyu. a region which includes
modern-day Xinjiang and the regions west of it. According
to these defectors, a kingdom called Yuezhi (also known as
Indo-Scyths, or Tokharians) had migrated westward to settle
in Xiyu after being defeated by the Xiongnu. The people of
Yuezhi were feuding with the Xiongnu and were seeking
revenge, but had failed to find an ally in their vendetta
against the Xiongnu.

Emperor Wu realized that if the Han Dynasty could make
an ally of Yuezhi. which was situated west ol the Xiongnu s
dominion, the Xiongnu s links with other countries in Xiyu
would be severed and the Xiongnu would lose, as it were,
their right arm.

He issued an imperial edict seeking qualified people to
initiate a liaison with Yuezhi. Very few people knew then
where or how far away Yuezhi was. It would take great
courage to volunteer for such a mission.

A young langzhong (mgentleman-of-the-interior": a low-
ranking official) called Zhang Qian found this a worthy cause
and was the first to respond. Emboldened by his example,

more than mo brave men also signed up. A man of Xiongnu
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extraction called Tang Yifu volunteered tojoin Zhang Qians
quest for the kingdom of Yuezhi.

In 1)8 BCE, this group led by Zhang Qian embarked on the
quest ordered by Emperor Wu. To reach Yuezhi. however, they
needed to pass through territory under Xiongnu control. Zhang
Qian and his team took great pains to avoid detection, but
still fell into the hands of Xiongnu soldiers after a few days
of travel. The entire group was taken into custody.

They were not killed by the Xiongnu, but were separated
into small groups for easier surveillance. Zhang Qian was
paired with Tang Yifu. and spent more than a decade in
Xiongnu country.

With the passage of time, the Xiongnu gradually relaxed
their control. Seizingupon a moment of the guards inattention.
Zhang Qian and Tang Yifu grabbed two fast horses and escaped.

Their flight to the west took them on an odyssey that lasted
dozens of days. After enduring numerous ordeals, when they
finally escaped Xiongnu country they did not find Yuezhi but
instead found themselves in a kingdom called Dayuan ("Great
lonians". near Ferghana in Central Asia).

Dayuan was a close neighbor of the Xiongnu. Since the
people of Dayuan understood the Xiongnu language, the
Xiongnu-speaking Zhang Qian and Tang Yifu could easily
communicate with them. The King of Dayuan had heard about
the power and prosperity of the Han Dynasty, and was eager
to show good will towards its envoys. He warmly received
the two men and provided them with an escort that took them
safely to Kangju (between Lake Balkhash and the Aral Sea),

and from there to the Yuezhi.
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After their defeat by the Xiongnu, the Yuezhi migrated to
an area bordering Daxia (Bactria, in the north ol modern-day
Afghanistan). There, they founded the kingdom of Great
Yuezhi. By this time the Yuezhi had lost appetite for war with
the Xiongnu, and so the King of Great Yuezhi was not
interested in Zhang Qian's proposals. However, he treated him
with great courtesy because he was envoy ol the Han Emperor.

Their stay in Great Yuezhi lasted over a year. During that
time, Zhang Qian and Tang Yifu made a trip to Daxia. and were
intrigued by the many wonders they saw there. Unable to
persuade Great Yuezhi to join an alliance against the Xiongnu.
they finally started theirjourney home. When they passed
through Xiongnu country, they were once again captured and
taken prisoner. However, thanks to internal conflict among the
Xiongnu they found a chance to escape and return to Chang an.

Upon returning from his thirteen-year-long peregrination
abroad, in reward for his great accomplishments Zhang Qian
was made Superior Grand Master of the Palace by Emperor Wu

In a lull account ol his travels through the countries and
kingdoms of Xiyu. he reported. In the kingdom of Daxia 1
saw bamboo canes produced in Qiongshan Imodern-day
Sichuan Province!, and fine fabric made in Shudi Imodern-day
Chengdu, Sichuan Province!. The people in Daxia told me these
had been imported from Tianzhu Imodern-day Indial.' Zhang
Qian went on to say that if products of Shudi were available
in Tianzhu. Tianzhu could not be too far from Shudi.

Emperor Wu named Zhang Qian his envoy charged with
the mission to establish friendly ties with Tianzhu. Zhang

Qian s party, loaded with gifts, used Shudi as ajumping-off
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point. He organized his team into four groups. Each went off
in different directions in search of the kingdom ol Tianzhu.
After traveling 2.000 /i. none of the groups found it, and some
were turned back by local tribes.

The group that went south was barred passage at Kunming.
Circumventing Kunming, the Han travelers arrived in Dianyue
tin the east ol modern-day Yunnan Province). The King there
was a descendant of the old state of Chu, but the area had not
been in contact with China proper for generations. The King
was willing to help Zhang Qian find his way to Tianzhu, but
they still could not get past Kunming.

Zhang Qian thus returned to Chang an without finding
Tianzhu. but Emperor Wu was still quite pleased because ol
the re-establishment of ties with Dianyue, which had long ago
lost contact with China.

After Wei Qing and Huo Qubing neutralized the main
fighting forces ol the Xiongnu and forced them to flee beyond
the northern edge of the Gobi Desert, the countries in Xiyu
lost their incentive to pay tribute to the weakened Xiongnu
Empire. Emperor Wu saw these changed circumstances as an
opportunity, and sent Zhang Qian on a new mission to Xiyu.

In 119 BCE, Zhang Qian and his aides, carrying the imperial
stave of the Han Empire before them, embarked on another
goodwill mission through the Xiyu region, taking with them
300 soldiers, each of whom had in his care two horses. The
gifts the delegation bore included 10.000 head of cattle and
large amounts of gold, coins, silk and other fabrics.

When Zhang Qian arrived in Wusun (in modern-day

Xinjiang), its King came out to greet him. Zhang Qian presented
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him with a handsome gift, and proposed an alliance by
marriage to counter the threat of the Xiongnu. The King of
Wusun only knew that the Han Empire was very far from his
kingdom, but had no idea of its military might. Although he
wanted to receive assistance from the Han Empire, he was
afraid to antagonize the Xiongnu. Daysof discussions between
the King and his counselors about the proposed anti-Xiongnu
alliance produced no decision. Since he did not want to lose
time. Zhang Qian sent aides bearing gifts to the kingdoms of
Dayuan. Great Yuezhi and Yutian Inear modern-day Hetian.
Xinjiang). The King of Wusun provided them with interpreters.

After the aides had been gone for a long time, the King of
Wusun decided to send Zhang Qian back to Chang'an first. A
visiting mission composed of dozens of Wusun nationals
traveled with Zhang Qian to the Han capital. They brought
dozens of strong horses as a tribute to the imperial court of
the Han. Emperor Wu was pleased to receive the foreign
visitors. The gift of strong horses he received from the king of
Wusun added to his pleasure, and the Wusun emissaries were
accorded privileged treatment.

A year later. Zhang Qian died of illness. The aides he had
sent to other countries ofthe Xiyu region slowly began returning
to Chang'an after visiting a total of36 countries between them.

From then on, Emperor Wu sent emissaries on yearly visits
to these countries, cementing friendly ties between the Han
Empire and the countries of Xiyu. Emissaries and traders also
flocked to China from Xiyu. Silk and silk products of China
were exported to West Asia through Xiyu. and from there on

to Europe. This was the beginning of the legendary Silk Road.

18
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19. Su Wu, tlie Shepherd

For many years after the generals Wei Qing and Huo
Qubing defeated the Xiongnu. there was no war between
the two sides. However, the Xiongnu s professed
willingness to be at peace with the Han Empire was belied
by their persistent yearnings for a push into the central
plains of China. Though a steady stream of envoys were
sent between the Chanyu and the Han imperial court to
negotiate a peace treaty, some of the Han envoys were
detained on visits to the Xiongnu court, and a number of
Xiongnu emissaries were detained by the Han.

In too BCE, Emperor Wu was in the midst of planning
an attack on the Xiongnu when a Xiongnu envoy arrived
with a peace proposal. As a goodwill gesture, all detained
Han envoys were to be freed. To reciprocate. Emperor Wu
sent Su Wu. his Leader of Court Gentlemen, on a diplomatic
mission to the Xiongnu court. Su Wu embarked on his
mission carrying the imperial stave, symbolizing his official
status, and accompanied by his deputy Zhang Sheng and
his aide Chang Hui. He brought with him freed Xiongnu
emissaries and gifts for the Chanyu. As Su Wu waited for a
letter from the Chanyu to be carried back to Emperor Wu.
he suffered a stroke of bad luck.

Prior to Su Wu's mission to the Xiongnu. a Han emissary
called Wei Eii had defected to the Xiongnu court. The Chanyu

made him a prince, and particularly valued his service.
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One of Wei Lu's subordinates, Yu Chang, had long been
critical ofhim. Yu Chang was also an old friend of Su Wu's
deputy. Zhang Sheng. Yu Chang confided to Zhang Sheng his
plan to kill Wei Lu. take the Chanyu's mother hostage, and
then escape back to his homeland China. Zhang Sheng was
sympathetic to Yu Chang's plan. However, the plot backfired
and Yu Chang was arrested by the Xiongnu. The furious
Chanyu put Wei Lii in charge of the trial of Yu Chang in order
to ferret out of co-conspirators. Zhang Sheng was afraid of
being implicated, so he told Su Wu the truth about the plot.
Previously. Su Wu had been kept in the dark.

Responding to Zhang Sheng's report. Su Wu said, 'The
way things are going. I am bound to be implicated. To be
executed after being dragged through a trial would bring
disgrace on the Emperor!' So saying, he drew his sword to
commit suicide. With their quick reflexes. Zhang Sheng and
Chang Hui wrested the sword from him. They then talked
him out of killing himself.

Under prolonged torture, Yu Chang only admitted to being
a friend of Zhang Sheng's. He said that he had exchanged some
words with him. but adamantly denied conspiring with him.

When Wei LOreported to the Chanyu that Yu Chang had
talked with Zhang Sheng. the Chanyu was furious and wanted
to kill Su Wu. However, his counselors held him back. The
Chanyu then ordered Wei Lii to pressure Su Wu to defect.

When Wei Liidemanded that Su Wu defect. Su Wu replied.
ITam a Han envoy. Il I fail my mission and lose my integrity.
Ive no right to continue living.'

He then drew his sword and swung it towards his neck.
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Wei Lu ruslied to take the sword away from him. However,
before he could do this. Su Wu had seriously cut himselfin
the neck and lost consciousness. Emergency medical care was
administered to him. and he slowly recovered.

The Chanyu was deeply impressed by the integrity and
courage of Su Wu. After Su Wu had recovered from his wound,
the Chanyu once again tried to pressure him to defect by
having Wei Lii interrogate Yu Chang in Su Wu's presence. At
the end of the interrogation. Wei Lii sentenced Yu Chang to
death and had him executed. Then Wei LO raised his sword
and threatening to kill Zhang Sheng. Terrified. Zhang Sheng
immediately defected to the Xiongnu.

Wei Lii then exclaimed to Su Wu. 'Because of your
association to your deputy, you also are guilty and must
be punished."

Su Wu retorted, "l didn't conspire with him and | am no
relative ol his. By what association must I be punished?"

Wei LO raised his sword to threaten Su Wu, but the Su
Wu remained unruffled. Seeing the threat had no effect on
him. Wei LO lowered his sword and began cajoling him. 'l
defected because I was left with no other option. The
Chanyu has been very kind to me. He made me a prince,
gave me tens of thousands of soldiers, and enough sheep
and cattle to fill an entire hill. My life is now sweet. If you
agree to defect today, tomorrow you will be like me. Life is
too precious to throw away!"

Su Wu rose to his feet in a huffand said. Wei Lu! You are
a Han and a Han public official, but you have now bitten the

hand that feeds you. You ve betrayed your parents and your
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Emperor and have become a shameless traitor. You are
unworthy to talk to me! Despite all your threats and sweet
talk, I will never defect."

Snubbed by Su Wu. Wei Lureported what had happened
to the Chanyu. The Chanyu threw Su Wu into a cellar and
deprived him of food and water, trying to force him to yield
by putting him through a long, slow ordeal.

It was winter, and big snowflakes fell heavily outside the
cellar. Su Wu was racked with hunger pangs. He slaked his
thirst by scooping up handfuls of snow, and assuaged his
hunger by chewing on pieces of sheepskin. After some days
had passed, he was still alive.

When the Chanyu saw that this slow torture did not work,
he exiled Su Wu to Beihai ("Northern Lake"; modern-day Lake
Baikall as a shepherd. He separating him from his aide Chang
Hui. and forbade them to communicate with each other.

The Chanyu told Su Wu, "You will be released when a ram
gives birth to a kid." Since no one has ever heard of a ram
giving birth, it was the Chanyu's way of telling him that he
would be in prison for a long, long time.

At Beihai. Su Wu was alone in the northern landscape
with only the imperial stave for company. When food ran
out, he would dig into moles' burrows for grass roots to
eat. With the passage of time, all of the decorative yak s
hair on his stave fell off.

In 85 BCE. the Chanyu died. This triggered infighting that
led to the partition ofthe Xiongnu Empire into three kingdoms.
The new Chanyu was too weak to go to war with the Han

Empire, and so he sent an envoy with an olive branch. Emperor
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i'll, thelShepherd

Wu had also died by that time, and was succeeded by his son.
Emperor Zhao of Han. Emperor Zhao sent an envoy to the
Xiongnu court to demand the release of Su Wu. However, after
being given false information by the Xiongnu side that Su Wu
had died, the gullible envoy did not press the matter.

On another visit by a Han envoy to the Xiongnu. Su Wu's
aide Chang Hui, who was alive in Xiongnu territory, bribed a
Xiongnu to obtain a private meeting with the envoy. He told
the envoy that Su Wu was herding sheep at Lake Baikal.

Later, when the envoy met the Chanyu. he harshly
criticized him, saying, "Since the Xiongnu court is determined
to be at peace with the Han Empire, it should not deceive the
Han. My Emperor shot a goose in his imperial garden, and
found a silk ribbon tied to its foot with a message saying that
Su Wu is still alive. Why did you tell us he had died?"

The Chanyu was taken aback by the account. He actually
believed that Su Wu s loyalty must have so moved the goose
that it had agreed to carry the message. He apologized to
the envoy, saying. "Su Wu is indeed alive. We will Iree him
and let him go home."

Su Wu was -towhen he went on the diplomatic mission to
the Xiongnu. After nineteen years of ordeal, his beard and hair
had turned completely white. On his return to Chang'an, the
residents turned out to give him a massive welcome. They
were deeply touched by the sight of a Su Wu. with his white
beard and hair and imperial stave now completely shorn of
its decorative yak's hair.

"Here is a real man of courage and integrity!' exclaimed

the crowd with admiration.
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20. Sima Qian, Author of
the ShiJi

In the second year of Su Wu's diplomatic mission to the
Xiongnu court. Emperor Wu of Han sent Li Guangli. the General
of Ershi (Sutrishna) with a 30.000-strong expeditionary force
against the Xiongnu. Li Guangli suffered a rout resulting in
the decimation ol his force and fled back to the capital.

His grandson. Li Ling, who was then Commander of
Calvary, engaged the Xiongnu with 5,000 soldiers. However,
Li Ling's troops were then surrounded by 30,000 cavalrymen
personally commanded by the Chanyu ofthe Xiongnu. Li Ling
had legendary skill as an archer and his soldiers were quite
brave. They were able to kill five or six thousand Xiongnu
horsemen, but they were seriously outnumbered by a
Xiongnu army that seemed only to keep growing in size. With
no reinforcement coming to their rescue, only 400 Han
soldiers succeeded in slipping through the noose ol the
encircling Xiongnu cavalry. Li Ling surrendered and was
taken prisoner by the Xiongnu.

News of Li Ling's surrender shocked the Han court. Emperor
Wu put Li Ling's mother, wife, and children in jail, and then
summoned his ministers for a discussion of Li Ling's crime.

The ministers denounced Li Ling's cowardice in
surrendering to the Xiongnu. Emperor Wu then asked his

Grand Scribe Sima Qian for his view on the matter.
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Sima Qian said, 'Willi barely 5,000 infantrymen, Li Ling
penetrated deep behind enemy lines, and inflicted heavy
casualties on an enemy force tens of thousands strong. He
had something to show for his efforts despite being finally
defeated. Li Ling must have his reasons for not choosing to
die now. He must he thinking ol one day vindicating himself
and repaying the Emperor with a valiant act.'

His apology for Li Ling sounded to the Emperor like a
pointed put down of Li Guangli. the brother ofthe Emperor's
favorite concubine. The Emperor replied in fury. 'How can
you defend someone who has surrendered to the enemy?
Your behavior is blatantly against the interests of the
imperial court.’

In a thundering voice he ordered Sima Qian incarcerated,
pending a trial by the Chamberlain for Law Enforcement.

At the conclusion ol the trial, Sima Qian was convicted.
As a penalty, he sentenced to be castrated. Since he could not
afford the sum necessary to redeem the crime, Sima Qian
submitted to the punishment and remained injail.

Overwhelmed by the stigma and shame ofcastration. Sima
Qian was tempted to commit suicide. He banished these
thoughts by remembering that he had important, unfinished
business. He was then totally absorbed in the writing ofa book
which would later become known as the greatest work of
ancient Chinese history. The book was called the Shi Ji
1Historical Records o fthe Grand Scribe).

For generations. Sima Qian's forefathers had been court
historiographers. His father Sima Tan was also a Grand

Scribe at the Han court. At ten years of age. Sima Qian
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iina Qi

followed his father to Chang'an. Even at this young age, he
was already well-read.

In order to collect historical data and materials and to
broaden his knowledge, at the age of 20 Sima Qian began
traveling to various places in China. He went to Guiji in
Zhejiang to visit the spot where, according to legend. Da Yu
had convoked tribal chiefs for a meeting. In Changsha, he paid
respects to the patriotic poet Qu Yuan on the banks of the
Miluo River. He toured the ruins of what used to be Confucius's
academy in Qufu. His travels took him to Pei County, the
hometown of Emperor Gaozu of Han, where he was regaled
with tales about Liu Bang's rebellion. His journeys combined
sightseeing and study, broadening his knowledge. In the
process, the rich local languages he came across helped inform
Sima Qian’s future writing in a major way.

After being appointed an attendant to Emperor Wu of Han.
Sima Qian accompanied the Emperor on imperial inspection
tours to various places. He was sent on inspection tours to
the Ba Shu (modern-day Sichuan) and Kunming areas on
several occasions.

At his father's death. Sima Qian succeeded him as the
Grand Scribe. In his new post, he had the opportunity to read
and collect more historical data and materials.

Just when he readied himselfto write his historical record,
the Emperor had him thrown into jail and castrated as
punishment for defending Li Ling. Sima Qian was agonized
by the thought. 'I brought it on myself. I am now castrated,
and my manhood is ruined. I'm finished."

On the other hand, he thought, King Wen of Zhou had
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finished his work Zhou Yi(Changes ofZhoui when he wasjailed
at Youli. Confucius completed his Spring and Autumn Annals
after being stranded in Chencai on his wanderings through the
various states. Qu Yuan wrote the poem LiSao1The Lament) in
exile. Zuoqiu Ming authored Cuoyu(Remarks ol Monarchs) after
he lost his sight. Sun Bin wrote his treatise on The Art ol War
after being punished by having his kneecaps cut out. Most of
the 300 poems of the Book ofSongs were composed by poets
filled with indignation and sadness. Behind every one of these
famous works of antiquity one could find an author who was
oppressed by a deep sense of frustration and disillusionment.
'Why can't I also take advantage of this opportunity to finish
my historical work?' thought Sima Qian.

And so he completed his great work, the ShiJi. It is
comprised of 130 chapters and 520.000 words, and covers
China's history from the Yellow Emperor of legend down to
the second year 195 BCE) of the Taishi Era, during the reign of
Emperor Wu of Han.

In his ShiJi. Sima Qian gave detailed accounts of the lives
and deeds of famous personalities in China's history, and
translated the obscure and arcane language used in ancient
texts into easier-to-understand contemporary expressions.
With its vivid imagery in depicting history's protagonists, and
its vibrant, captivating prose, ShiJiis at once a great work of
history, and a literary masterpiece.

After being released fromjail, Sima Qian was made Director
of the Secretariat. He remained in depression until the day of
his death, but was assured of an exalted place in the history

of China's literary and historical studies.



21,

#Hel9«BB»aT+r<srx *. "TcM
T3, aun«it<lua»uulP{r. wwouw %' m

&?2wm*Fveld]. nne*& 1% . e*. 68K*x«-«.

K® - ® K T« UDM >y, (fPSzhi)
O T*r, WITHh&JL. «fttWla*:EJOi*)s. tk-II

tm w

Diakze» " *a<m, %K& DPIn&«k

nf#l1la$er60$irT-1-xsa9. 68 3sits*»fnsbte

i-ii. ax *5 W oT. «

202



21. Wang Zhaojun Carried off

in Marriage by a Xiongnu

After Emperor Wu died. Emperor Zhao of Han succeeded
to his throne and reigned for 12 years. In 73 BCE, lie was
succeeded by a great-grandson of Emperor Wu, Liu Xun. who
ascended the throne as Emperor Xuan of Han. By that time,
the Xiongnu had entered a period of steady decline as its
noblemen jostled for power. The Xiongnu Empire eventually
split up with five separate Chanyus embroiled in perpetual
internecine conflict.

One of the Chanyus was Huhanye. His army had been
defeated in war and suffered heavy casualties by the hand of
the Chanyu Zhizhi, his brother. To forestall complete disaster,
after consulting his counselors Huhanye decided to sue for
peace with the Han. He personally led a delegation to pay
tribute to the Emperor Xuan of Han.

Being the first Chanyu to come to the central plains of
China for an audience with the Han Emperor. Emperor Xuan
rolled out the red carpet for Huhanye. personally greeting him
at the outskirts of Chang'an, and throwing a gala in his honor.

Alter he had stayed in Chang'an for over a month, Huhanye
asked Emperor Xuan to help him return to his country. The
Emperor had him escorted to the southern fringe of the Gobi
Desert by two generals at the command of 10.000 cavalrymen.

Since there was a food shortage besetting the lands under
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Xiongnu control ill that time, the Han sent witli him 34.000
/iu (equivalent to about 10 decaliters) ol grain.

The grateful Chanyu Huhanye was committed to peace
with the Han. Hearing of the reconciliation between the
Xiongnu and the Han. other countries and kingdoms in the
Xiyu region eagerly scrambled to improve ties with the Han.

At his death, Emperor Xuan's son Liu Shi succeeded him
as Emperor Yuan of Hun. A few years later, the Xiongnu
Chanyu Zhizhi invaded countries in Xiyu and killed the envoys
sent there by the Han Dynasty. A Han army was then sent to
Kangju. where it defeated the Chanyu Zhizhi and killed him.

The death of the Chanyu Zhizhi led to the consolidation
ol Huhanye's power. In 33 BCE, the Chanyu Huhanye made
another trip to Chang'an and asked to marry a lady in the
imperial family. Emperor Yuan gave his consent.

Traditionally, when a marriage was proposed between
the Xiongnu and the Han. the bride had to be a princess or
a daughter in the imperial clan. This time. Emperor Yuan
decided to give him a palace lady-in-waiting. He had word
circulated in the imperial harem, "Whoever volunteers to
he married oil to the Xiongnu court will he treated by his
Majesty like a princess.'

The ladies-in-waiting in the imperial harem had all been
recruited from among the common people. Once they were
brought into the palace, they were confined like birds in a
cage. While their fondest wish was to leave the palace, when
they learned that the bride had to leave the country for a
foreign land, their interest waned. However, a beautiful and

sophisticated lady-in-waiting called Wang Qiang. also known
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as Wang Zhaojun, wanting to make something of her life,
volunteered to be married oil to the land of the Xiongnu.

The minister entrusted with the task of finding a
candidate was fretting over the lack ol volunteers when he
received Wang Zhaojun s application. He reported her name
to Emperor Yuan. The Emperor then instructed the official
to pick an auspicious dale for the wedding of Huhanye and
Wang Zhaojun in Chang'an.

The Chanyu Huhanye. needless to say. was elated and
grateful at the prospect of having such a beautiful, young
woman for wife. However, when the Chanyu Huhanye and
Wang Zhaojun went before Emperor Yuan to give their thanks,
the Emperor was dazzled by Wang Zhaojun's beauty and grace.
He was a little reluctant to let her go and soon had thoughts
ol keeping her lor himself, but it was too late.

Legend has it that when Emperor Yuan returned to his
quarters he was increasingly annoyed by what had just
happened. Emperor Yuan had Wang Zhaojun's portrait brought
to him from the collection of portraits of the ladies in the
harem. He found that although the portrait bore some
resemblance to Wang Zhaojun. it failed miserably to do justice
to her exquisite beauty.

In truth, the ladies-in-waiting were not normally interviewed
by the Emperor in person. Instead, their likenesses were painted
by court painters, and presented to the Emperor for his perusal.
One court painter. Mao Yanshou. would paint more flattering
portraits of the ladies in return for favors or gifts. Since Wang
Zhaojun had no wish to give Mao Yanshou a present, he had

chosen not to do full justice to her true beauty.

20



> 08

iXjc-a? -4 2 T,

nam w . ww
w oy . l#eS||#raX)x1, "o o e w ow ow . w om n ow
ONari . ISR PNV o —x,
fgiKASS-

"TexuxkhaMx#, »m w » w . w m w

1J&L,

amm w & w v a2 X" uow w . w u " w

(ifdo) m . xx ax *.



When Emperor Yuan saw the painting, in fury he had Mao
Yanshou executed.

Escorted by Han and Xiongnu officials, Wang Zhaojun
departed Chang an. Braving the bitterly cold wind, she rode
thousands of /i to the land ol the Xiongnu. where she was
made Queen of the Chanyu Huhanye. In time, she became
accustomed to Xiongnu life and got along very well with the
Xiongnu. who loved and respected her.

Wang Zhaojun settled in the land of the Xiongnu.
thousands of /i away from home. She counseled the Chanyu
Huhanye against making war and introduced the Han culture
to the Xiongnu. Under her influence, the Xiongnu and the Han
Empire coexisted in peace for six decades.

Not long after Wang Zhaojun s departure from Chang an.
Emperor Yuan tlied. His son Liu Aosucceeded him as Emperor

Cheng of Han.
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22. Wang Mang Restores
the Old System

Alter the ascension ol the profligate Emperor Cheng to the
Han throne, power in the Han court gradually fell into the
hands ol his mother, the Empress Dowager, and the Queen.
Wang Zhengjun. the Empress Dowager, had eight brothers.
With the exception of one who had died young, all the others
were all made marquises. Wang Feng, the eldest of them, also
held the titles of Commander in Chief and Chief General.

The concentration of power in the hands of Wang Feng
fueled the arrogance, insolence and extravagance of his
brothers and nephews. Only Wang Mang, a nephew who had
lost his father at a young age. remained unspoiled by this
power and wealth. Like the average scholar, he was prudent
and frugal. He had the reputation of being the most decent
young man in the Wang clan.

After Wang Feng's death, the post of Commander in
Chief was held by a succession of his brothers. Finally, the
position of Commander in Chief was occupied by Wang
Mang. His reputation as ajudge of talent attracted many a
scholar who volunteered their service. Wang Mang took
them all under his wing.

Within a ten-year period after the death of Emperor Cheng
of Han, two emperors, Emperor Ai and Emperor Ping, followed

one another in the throne. Emperor Ping was only nine years
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old when he ascended the throne, and so all the important
decisions of the empire were left in the hands o( Wang Mang.
Some sycophants began beating the drum to have Wang Mang’s
great contribution to the stability of the Han Empire
recognized. They lobbied the Grand Empress Dowager Wang
Zhengjun to make him the Duke of Anhan (literally, 'the
stabilization of the Han-). Wang Mang steadfastly refused to
accept the title or the fiefthat came with it. At the insistence
of the other ministers, he finally accepted the title. However,
he declined the fief.

In 2 CE. the central plains of China were ravaged by draught
and locusts. For years, the nobility, the rich, and the powerful
had been grabbing land and the exploiting peasants. The
people were already on the brink of starvation, so whenever a
natural disaster struck there was civil unrest.

In order to appease popular anger at the imperial court
and public officials, Wang Mang proposed reducing the
government's consumption of grain and fabrics. He
donated i,000.000 ginn ol his own money and 30 hectares
ol land to be used lor disaster relief. His example was
followed, albeit grudgingly, by some members of the
nobility and high officialdom.

The Grand Empress Dowager's offer of 20.000 hectares of
land in Xinye (modern-day Xinye, Henan Province) to Wang
Mang was declined once again by him.

Wang Mang sent eight of his trusted ministers to different
parts ol the country for a first-hand understanding of the
places and the people. They widely publicized Wang Mang's

refusal to accept a fiefin Xinye, making much of his modesty
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and his willingness to listen to the people's concerns. When
the smaller landowners, who deeply resented the powerful
and wealthy land-grabbers, heard about Wang Mang s refusal
of the fief offered to him. they became convinced that he
was a very decent man.

Wang Mang's refusal only prompted more lobbying of the
Grand Empress Dowager to reward him. It is said that there
were a total of over 480,000 requests from court ministers,
local officials, and commoners for Wang Mang to receive a
fief. The official tributes and praises for Wang Mang were
compiled and totaled 30,000 words. Wang Mang's authority
and popularity soared.

The rising popularity of Wang Mang only heightened
Emperor Ring's fear and resentment of him. When Emperor
Ring grew older, he sometimes complained about Wang Mang
behind his back. To reciprocate, Wang Mang prevented the
Emperor's mother, the Empress Dowager, from staying with
him. and then had all of her relatives killed.

Then, at a parly organized by ministers to celebrate the
Emperor's birthday. Wang Mang offered a poisoned glass
of wine to the Emperor, who drank it without suspecting
foul play. The next day. word spread from the palace that
Emperor Ping was seriously ill. He died a few days later
and Wang Mang made a show of crying disconsolately over
his death. The Emperor naturally died without an heir, as
he was only fourteen years old. Wang Mang selected a two-
year-old boy called Ruzi Ying from the Liu clan and set him
up as Crown Prince. Then he granted himself the title of

Acting Emperor.
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Eager to become the founding fathers of a new dynasty,
some civilian and military officials urged Wang Mang to
proclaim himselfemperor. Wang Mang also preferred to be an
actual emperor instead of a mere acting one. Superstitious
omens and myths were invented by sycophants to mislead
the public. Thus books were 'discovered' that declared Wang
Mang to be a preordained 'Son of Heaven', and a bronze case
was 'found' in the Temple to Emperor Gaozu that proved
Gaozu ceded the throne to Wang Mang'.

The famously self-effacing Wang Mang was no longer so
self-effacing. He went before the Grand Empress Dowager to
demand the imperial seal of the Han Empire. Wang Zhengjun,
belatedly shocked by the turn ofevents, refused to surrender
it. When pressed further, she angrily threw it to the floor.

In 8 CE. Wang Mang ascended the throne and created the
Xin Dynasty, keeping the capital at Changan. The Western Han
Dynasty founded by Gaozu of Han thus came to an end after
210 years of rule.

After becoming Emperor. Wang Mang proclaimed a host
ol new laws under the guise of restoring the golden age of
antiquity. First, he decreed that all the land in the Empire was
now owned by the Empire. All land transactions were thus
henceforth banned. Second, he banned slave trading. Third,
he announced price controls and monetary reform.

These reforms looked fine on paper, but all of them
failed in actual execution. Land reform and the ban on slave
trading fizzled early on alter meeting strong resistance from
the nobility, the powerful, and the wealthy elite. The

administration of price controls was given to the nobility



ke /LIIW« VY1@JIE, XK/ VoK. MAHUIITAE 6§ffi it

ffiM ScTffA. Uriit® /b, "« N U A, KB ®-i#Y

aft**Sc«, *<BSE$SNe R & *h

Tdiin, iffl. MHXolIl-A

S ONe?-@.
r<sj«, ffl«. EX & liTem x *. B®
#12, m A" " Hshuix$. AN m ooy g, WH, itiMA



and bureaucrats, who were only too glad to have one more
opportunity to use their position to enrich themselves
through speculation, corruption and extortion. Instead of
helping the populace, his price-stabilizing measures only
added to their misery. In successive waves of monetary
reform, the size of coins got smaller while their face value
kept increasing. His monetary reform in effect took more
money out of the pockets of the people.

These reforms were not only opposed by the peasants, but
also alienated many small landowners. Three years after the
introduction of the new policies. Wang Mang reversed the ban
on land transactions and slave trading.

Wang Mang tried to distract attention from domestic
tensions by waging war against foreign lands, but this had
the effect of antagonizing the Xiongnu. and countries and
tribes in Xiyu and southwest China. Wang Mang's use of
conscripted labor, his tax increases, and his acquiescence in
the cruel and harsh punishments meted out by ruthless

officials pushed the peasants toward rebellion.
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23- Uprising of the Red
Eyebrows and the Army of

the Green Woods

In 17 CE. famine struck the Jingzhou region in the south
of China. The people were forced to resort to digging up wild
water chestnuts in marshland for food. However, there were
not enough wild water chestnuts to feed all the hungry people,
and disputes broke out. Wang Kuang and Wang Feng, two
respected men from Xinshl (northeast of modern-day Jingshan.
Hubei Province), came forward to mediate the disputes. The
appreciative peasants made them their leaders.

Wang Kuang and Wang Feng led the hungry peasants in
an uprising. Soon the force grew to several hundred, and some
escaped prisonersjoined their ranks.

The insurgents made the LOlin (Green Woods) Mountain
(modern-day Dahong Mountain. Hubei Province) their base of
operations and seized nearby villages. In a few months, the
ranks of insurgents had swelled to 8.000.

Wang Mang sent an army of 20.000 to smash the Army of
the Green Woods, but the government forces were soundly
beaten by the insurgents and fled in a rout. Riding the
momentum of victory, the Army of the Green Woods captured
several county towns, and freed the inmates of the localjails.

They distributed a small partof the grain stored in government
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granaries lo the local poor, and transported the rest to their
mountain base. As more impoverished peoplejoined the
insurgents, the rebel army grew to 50.000.

The next year, an unfortunate epidemic decimated the rebel
camp, killing nearly halfofthe 50,000 combatants. The survivors
were forced to leave Lulin Mountain. They eventually split into
three groups: the Xinshi Regiment, the Pinglin Regiment (Pinglin
was northeast of modern-day Sui County. Hubei Province) and
the Xiajiang Regiment iXiajiang was downstream the Yangtze
from western Hubeil. The three regiments grew stronger in their
respective spheres of operations.

While the Army of the Green Woods was fighting
government forces in Jingzhou. an insurgency was also gaining
strength in the east. In Langya (modern-day Rizhao County.
Shandong Province), an old woman by the name of Lii lost her
son. Her son was a bailiffin the county government who had
been killed by the county magistrate because he had defied
orders to beat up a citizen who was too poor to pay his taxes.
This created a public uproar. About a hundred impoverished
peasants avenged Mother Lii by killing the county magistrate.
The peasants followed Mother LO and sought refugee on the
Yellow Sea. They made frequent sorties against government
forces on the shore.

At about that same time, another rebel leader. Fan Chong,
occupied Tai Mountain with a force ol several hundred. After
Mother Lii died, her followers joined Fan Chong's group.
Within a year the rebel force grew to 10.000. It attacked
government installations and landlords in the area between

Qingzhou and Xuzhou.
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Uprising of the Red tyebrows and the Army of ihe Green Woods

In the insurgent army of Fan Chong, discipline was strict.
Any of his group who killed a civilian would be put lo death,
and any harm caused to a civilian would be punished. As a
result, the army enjoyed wide popular support.

In 22 CE Wang Mang sent a nobleman. Wang Kuang (not
the Wang Kuang of the Army of the Green Woods) and General
Lian Dan with 100.000 soldiers to put down the rebellion of
Fan Chong. Fan Chong was meanwhile was primed for a pivotal
battle with the government force. In order to avoid confusion,
he instructed his soldiers to paint their eyebrows red to
distinguish themselves from Wang Mang's soldiers. This
earned them the moniker of the "Red Eyebrows Army".

In the battle with the Red Eyebrows, Wang Mang's forces
were routed, and half of the soldiers melted away. Fan Chong
stabbed the nobleman Wang Kuang in the leg with his lance,
causing him to flee back to his camp. General Lian Dan was
killed in the confusion of the battle. The Red Eyebrows grew
stronger in combat, and swelled to more than 100.000 men.

As news spread of the defeats of Wang Mang's forces by the
Army ol the Green Woods in the south, and the Red Eyebrows
in the east, peasants in other areas were galvanized into action.
Dozens of insurgencies of varying scale were active on the plains
on both sides ofthe Yellow River. Some noblemen, landlords,
and erstwhile powerful and wealthy clans who had fallen on
hard times alsojumped on the anti-Wang Mang bandwagon.

The brothers Liu Yin and Liu Xiu. local gentry from the
village of Chongling in Nanyang Prefecture (north of modern-
day Ningyuan. Hunan Province) were deeply resentful of Wang

Mang for stripping the Han royal clan of their titles, and for
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denying public office to anyone whose surname was Liu. They
led a force 0f8.000 clansmen and retainers in an uprising in
Chongling. In alliance with the three regiments of the Army of
the Green Woods, they were able to defeat forces led by several
of Wang Mang's best generals, gaining in strength in the process.

The regiments of the Army of the Green Woods suffered
from a lack of unified command. The troops realized that to
ensure a unified line ofcommand in their vastly expanded force
they must have a leader. Some of their generals descended from
nobility and orland owners. They argued that, for the movement
to have legitimacy, their leader should have the surname of Liu.

There were many with the surname of Liu in the Army of the
Green Woods, so it was a question which one should be selected
leader. The forces from Chongling wanted to nominate Liu Yin.
However, fearing Liu Yin. the generals of the Xinshi and the
Tingling Regiments insisted on Liu Xuan. a ruined aristocrat, as
emperor. Liu Yin proposed to delay the setting up of an emperor
until after eliminating Wang Mang and co opting the Red
Eyebrows, but they opposed his suggestion. Sensing that he was
in the minority. Liu Yin did not insist on having his way.

In 23 CE. the Army of the Green Woods and allied forces
proclaimed Liu Xuan Emperor, seeking to reinstitute the Han
Dynasty. Since they gave the era the name "Gengshi", Liu Xuan
was also known as Emperor Gengshi. Upon installation as
Emperor, he conferred upon Wang Kuang and Wang Feng the
title of Superior Duke, and named Liu Yin Grand Minister of
Education and Liu Xiu Deputy General. Many other generals
were also awarded titles. From then on. the Army of the Green

Woods became known as the Han Army.
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Liu Xiu Restores the Han Dynasty

24. Liu Xiu Restores

the Han Dynasty

After Liu Xuan ascended the throne as Emperor Gengshi.
the Han Army led by Wang Feng, Wang Chang and Liu Xiu
annihilated the bulk of Wang Mang's army in a major battle at
Kunyang (north of modern-day Ye County. Henan Province).

As the fame of Liu Yin and Liu Xiu grew, Liu Xuan was advised
to get rid of Liu Yin. and so he was executed on a dubious charge
ofinsubordination. When Liu Xiu learned that his elder brother
had been killed, he rushed to Yuan County Imodern-day Nanyang
City, Henan Province) to present his apologies to Liu Xuan.
knowing very much thathe was no match for Liu Xuan in military
strength. When asked about the Battle of Kunyang. he declined
all credit for himself and attributed the victory to his officers
and soldiers. He was careful not to betray the slightest sign of
mourning for his brother, and continued to show a healthy
appetite for food, drink, conversation, and a good laugh.

Feeling a little guilty by Liu Xius apparent forgive-and forget
attitude. Emperor Gengshi named Liu Xiu a to lu (Barbarians
Exterminator) Chief General, but gave him no real responsibilities.
It was not until after Wang Mang was killed. Changan fell, and
the Emperor Gengshi arrived in Luoyang that Liu Xiu received
the command of a small force, which was entrusted with the
pacification of the prefectures and counties in Hebei.

In that period, many powerful families and local gentry across
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China were well-provisioned in arms. They proclaimed
themselves generals, princes, kings, and even emperors in their
respective spheres of influence. Liu Xius mission of pacification
to Hebei gave him a heaven-sent opportunity to broaden his
power base and influence. He abolished some draconian laws
and regulations dating to the Wang Mang period, and released some
prisoners. Devoting equal attention to eliminating the pockets of
armed local gentry and to suppressing the peasant insurgencies
in Hebei, soon he extended control over the entire region.

In 25 CE. Liu Xiu and his officials considered the time ripe
for him to proclaim himselfemperor. He ascended the throne
as Emperor Guangwu of Han at Hao (north of modern-day
Boxiang County. Hebei Province).

Emperor Gengshi had made Luoyanghis capital before moving
it to Changan. Once in Chang an. he became complacent because
he believed his imperial rule was assured. Becoming corrupt, he
doled out patronage without regard to merit, and indulged in a
life of profligacy in the palace to the neglect of the running of
state. He even condoned the looting and pillaging of his troops.
His excesses were deeply resented by some of the generals who
had served with him in the Army of the Green Woods.

Reckoning that the days of Emperor Gengshi were numbered.
Fan Chong, the leader of the Red Eyebrows, led 200.000 troops in
an assault on Changan. The army sent by Emperor Gengshi to
repel the attiick suffered a series of setbacks throwing the Emperor
into a panic. Generals of his army urged the Emperor Gengshi to
leave Changan. hut this aroused his suspicion, and he had them
killed. Some other generals went over to the Red Eyebrows. The

turmoil in Emperor Gengshi s court enabled the Red Eyebrows to
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easily penetrate their defenses at Hangu Pass.

The Red Eyebrows wanted to overthrow Emperor Gengshi,
but Fan Chong and his followers were deeply attached to the
idea of legitimacy, and insisted on having an Emperor from
the Liu clan. Of the more than 70 members of the Liu clan in
the Red Eyebrows Army, a 15-year-old cow herder called Liu
Penzi was said to be closest in blood to the royalty of the
Western Han. He was made Emperor without his own consent.

When the Red Eyebrows entered Changan, Emperor
Gengshi fled the city. Fan Chong’s emissary gave Emperor
Gengshi 20 days in which to surrender. Having little choice,
he went with his imperial seal to the Red Eyebrows.

The huge size of the Red Eyebrows Army had the downside
that there were not enough rations for the hundreds of
thousands of soldiers in Changan. The wealthy local
merchants and landowners capitalized on the chaos to hoard
grain. Daily, people died from starvation in Chang an. The
chaotic situation in the capital spiraled out of control.

Fan Chong led his army on a westward trek to find food,
but food was hard to come by anywhere. Near Tianshui lin
modern-day Gansu Province), they were attacked and turned
back by armed local gentry and landowners. Fan Chong had
no choice but to take his troops east.

Emperor Guangwu of Han took control of Luoyang at the
same time the Red Eyebrows captured Changan. When he
received intelligence that the Red Eyebrows were marching
east, he led a force of 200.000 to waylay them.

Emperor Guangwu sent General Feng Yi to Huayin to lure

the Red Eyebrows further east. By a ruse. Feng Yi was able to
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surround a contingent of the Red Eyebrows at the foot of the
Xiaoshan Mountain. He delivered a letter to the Red Eyebrows
daring them to battle at an appointed time and place. The
unsophisticated Fan Chong fell for the enemy s trick and sent
10.000 of his troops into battle. Feng Yi deployed only a small
force at first. When the Red Eyebrows saw the small size of
the Han army, they came out in force. Feng Yi's had a large
contingent his army made-up and dressed like soldiers in the
Red Eyebrows Army. Suddenly, in the midst of the melee, these
troops surged around Red Eyebrows.

Before the Red Eyebrows had time to recover from their
initial shock and confusion, the Han soldiers in the guise of
Red Eyebrows started shouting, "I surrender! I surrender!"

The Red Eyebrows panicked when so many of their
"comrades" apparently surrendered, and the Han troops were
able to disarm the demoralized and disoriented enemy soldiers
without much difficulty.

In January of 27 CE. when Feng Yi received intelligence that
Fan Chong and his remnant force of Red Eyebrows were moving
towards Yiyang (modern-day Yiyang County. Henan Province),
he immediately reported it to Emperor Guangwu. The Emperor
came out to take personal command of two armies already
positioned in that vicinity. They intercepted and encircled the
Red Eyebrows. With his back to the wall. Fan Chong sent a
messenger to Emperor Guangwu suing for peace.

Emperor Guangwu brought Liu Penzi and his followers
back to Luoyang. He gave them land and houses so that they
could settle down, but within a few months had Fan Chong

killed on charges of sedition.
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The Quest for Buddhist Sutr.is and statuus

25. The Quest for Buddhist

Sutras and Statues

Emperor Guangwu reunified China after suppressing the
two largest insurgencies, the Army of the Green Woods and
the Red Eyebrows. He subsequently toppled the separatist
regimes at Longyou and Shudi, and made Luoyang his
capital. To distinguish it from the Han dynasty founded
by Liu Bang, historians call this new dynasty Eastern Han'
or "Later Han.'

Dying of illness at the age of 63, Emperor Guangwu was
succeeded by Crown Prince Liu Zhuang, who took the title
Emperor Ming of Han.

One day Emperor Ming dreamed of a golden giant with a
halo around his head. The golden giant flew around the palace,
then abruptly soared into the sky and disappeared to the west.

When he recounted this dream to his ministers, they were
unable to surmise the identity of the haloed, golden giant.

Alearned man called Fu Yi said. "There is a god in Tianzhu
called Buddha. The golden giant in his Majesty's dream must
have been the Buddha of Tianzhu."

The Tianzhu referred to by Fu Yi was alternatively
known as Yuandu in China. It was reputed to be the
birthplace of Sakyamuni. founder of Buddhism (Tianzhu
was another name for ancient India. Sakyamuni was born

in Kapililavastu in the north of ancient India, now in Nepali.
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Sakyamuni, or Gautama Buddha, was born circa 565 BCE.
According to legend, lie abandoned the good life of a prince
at the age of 29 to lead the life of asceticism dedicated to
learning. He went on to found Buddhism.

Sakyamuni traveled about spreading his Buddhist
philosophy. In his more than 40 years of teaching, he acquired
a large following and was venerated as Buddha by the believers.
After his death, his disciples wrote down his teachings and
compiled them into sutras. or Buddhist scriptures.

Emperor Ming was intrigued by what Fu Yi told him,
and sent his officials Cai Yin and Qin Jing to Tianzhu to
acquire the sutras.

After an odyssey over "thousand mountains and ten
thousand rivers', Cai Yin and Qin Jing finally arrived in the
kingdom of Tianzhu. When the people of Tianzhu learned that
China had sent a delegation on a quest for Buddhist sutras.
they gave the envoys a warm welcome. Two sramanas of
Tianzhu called Dharmaraksa IChufarlanl and Kasyapa Matanga
iMotonl taught Cai Yin and QinJing about Buddhism, and were
invited by them to visit China.

In 67 CE. Cai Yin and Qin Jing brought the two eminent
monks, white horses carrying a statue of the Buddha, and The
Sutra of Forty-two Sections Spoken by the Buddha through
the Xiyu region back to Luoyang.

Allhough he had little understanding of Buddhist
scriptures or philosophy. Emperor Ming treated the two
monks bringing the scriptures to his court with great
respect. The next year, he ordered a Buddhist temple to be

built in the Indian style west of Luoyang. The temple (in
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the eastern outskirts of modern-day Luoyang City) came to
be known as Bat Mu Si (White Horse Temple) because the
white horses carrying the scriptures back to China were kept
on the temple grounds.

Emperor Ming was unfamiliar with the Buddhist scriptures,
and his ministers and nobility were not Buddhist believers.
Very few people visited White Horse Temple to bum incense
or pray to Buddha. Liu Ying, the Prince of Chu. was an
exception. He took Buddhism seriously and sent an emissary
to Luoyang for the express purpose ol seeking enlightenment
from the two Indian monks. They made a copy of the image
of Buddha and ofthe Buddhist text for the emissary to take
back to Liu Ying. After the emissary returned to Liu Ying's
fief of Chu, the Prince of Chu put the statue of Buddha in his
palace and worshipped it regularly.

Liu Ying was an ambitious man. In the name of Buddhist
worship, he linked up with many alchemists and used schemes
playing on peoples superstitions to fool them.

In 70 CE. Emperor Ming heard accusations that the Prince
of Chu was building a power base and setting up a parallel
system of government in preparation fora rebellion. Alter an
investigation, the Emperor found that Liu Ying was indeed
preparing to commit treason. He was stripped of his title and
exiled to Danyang, where he committed suicide after realizing
the serious nature of his crimes.

Emperor Ming then ordered an inquiry into people who
had been in contact with Liu Ying. The Prince of Chu had
entered the names of eminent persons across the country

into a roster. This was discovered, leading to the systematic
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The Quest for Buddhist Sutras mid Statues

arrest of numerous people. Many of the implicated
subsequently died during the investigation, which lasted
over a year.

JI minister made the case to the Emperor that most of
those arrested were innocent of the crime they had been
charged with. After personally looking into the matter.
Emperor Ming found that over a thousand people were
wrongly incarcerated in thejails of Luoyang. He issued an
edict that granted them amnesty.

Although Emperor Ming sent a delegation to India to
bring back Buddhist scriptures and Buddha's statue, he was
not a believer in Buddhism but was a proponent of the
Confucian school of thought. It is said that he gave lectures
on Confucian classics at the National University to a

combined audience of 100.000 people.
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26. Ban Chao Discovers that
the Sword 1s Mightier

than the Pen

Alter founding the Eastern Han Dynasty. Emperor
Guangwu commissioned the erudite scholar Ban Biao to write
a history of the Western Han. Ban Biao had two sons. Ban Gu
and Ban Chao, and a daughter. Ban Zhao. All of these were
initiated by him into the study of literature and history at a
tender age.

At the death of Ban Biao. Emperor Ming appointed Ban Gu
as Clerk of the Orchid Pavilion (the Palace archive or library)
to complete the Book of Han. or the history of the Western
Han. which was left unfinished by his father upon his death.
Ban Chao did clerical work to help out his brother. The two
brothers were equally well-read, but had different
temperaments. Ban Gu enjoyed studying the contemporary
schools of thought and was devoted to the writing ol the Book
of Han. Ban Chao, on the other hand, was not interested in
being glued to his desk doing clerical work. One day after
hearing reports ol how the Xiongnu were constantly violating
their borders, pillaging towns and rustling cattle, he angrily
threw down his writing brush and said. A real man should
serve his country on the frontier like Zhang Qian, and not

waste his life in study!"
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Ban Chao Discovers that the Sword is Miehtivi than tin: IVt

He decided to abandon his desk to enlist in the army.

In 73 CE. when Chief General Dou Gu led an expedition
against the Xiongnu. Ban Chao served with distinction as
Deputy Commander under him.

In order to counter the threat of the Xiongnu. Dou Gu
decided to follow the approach of Emperor Wu of Han and
send envoys to the countries of Xiyu (the western regions)
to lobby for an anti-Xiongnu alliance. Impressed by Ban
Chao's capabilities. General Dou sent him on this mission.

With an entourage of 36. Ban Chao arrived first at
Shanshan. Shanshan was a kingdom that existed roughly
from 200 BCE 1000 CE at the north eastern end of the
Taklamakan Desert (in modern-day Xinjiang). It included a
great salt lake, known as Lop Nur. As a vassal of the Xiongnu.
it was forced to pay levies and tributes, and to meet other
extortionate demands. Since for decades the Han imperial
court had been too busy to interest itself in the Xiyu region,
although he was deeply resentful of the Xiongnu the King of
Shanshan had no choice but to submit to their exactions.
Consequently, the envoy sent by the Han after this long
hiatus was enthusiastically received by the King of
Shanshan.

After a few days in Shanshan. Ban Chao delected a sudden
cooling in the King's attitude towards him. He discussed his
suspicions with members of his delegation. "Have you noticed
that the king of Shanshan is behaving very differently from a
few days ago? I bet he has a Xiongnu visitor!"

However, this was only speculation. When the Kings

attendant brought in their food and drink, Ban Chao tested
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him by remarking in a knowing tone. 'How long has the
Xiongnu emissary been here? Where is he staying?"

The King of Shanshan had meant to keep Ban Chao in the
dark about his talks with the Xiongnu envoy, so the servant
was startled by Ban Chao s question. Thinking that Ban Chao
knew about the matter, the servant saw no reason to lie, and
replied. He s been here three days, and is staying at a place 30
/i from here."

Ban Chao detained the servant and immediately
summoned the 36 members of his delegation. He said to them.
*You've come with me all the way to Xiyu for no other purpose
than to render a great service to your country. You can see the
about-face of the king of Shanshan only days after the arrival
of the Xiongnu envoy, if they bind us up and hand us over to
the Xiongnu. not even our remains will get back to our country.
What do you think we should do?"

His entourage replied in unison. "Were in grave danger.
We put our lives in your hands."

Ban Chao then responded, "if a man does not dare to enter
a tigers lair, how can he get his hands on tiger cubs? There is
only one thing we can do now: We ll sneak to the Xiongnu's
tents under the cover of night, set them on fire, and attack
the Xiongnu. Not knowing how many we are. they'll panic.
Once we kill the Xiongnu envoy, the matter will be settled.”

"Agreed!" His aides answered, "Lets give it a try!"

At midnight. Ban Chao led his 36 combatants on a stealth
attack against the Xiongnu. A strong wind was blowing that
night. Ban Chao placed ten soldiers with drums behind the

Xiongnu tents, and twenty soldiers in ambush in front of the
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tents. He then started a fire with the remaining six. Fanned
by the strong wind, the fire raced towards the tents. The ten
men behind the tents started beating theirdrums and shouting
at the top of their lungs, and the twenty ambushers charged
into the tents with loud battle cries.

The Xiongnu soldiers, roused from their sleep, fell into
disarray. With Ban Chao in the lead, the Han soldiers went in
and killed the Xiongnu envoy and his 30 staff. All the tents
burned to the ground.

Ban Chao returned to his camp at daybreak and invited the
King of Shanshan to come to his tent, when the King found
out the Xiongnuenvoy had been killed by Ban Chao, he switched
his allegiance to the Han.

Upon his return. Ban Chao was promoted to Division
Commander by Emperor Ming and sent to Yutlan. When the
Emperor suggested that he take more people with him on the
mission. Ban Chao replied. 'Yulian is a large country a great
distance from here. Even if I bring a few hundred more soldiers
with me, it would still be a drop In the bucket. If something
untoward happens, a larger force would be more a hindrance
than a help.'

In the end. Ban Chao went to Yulian with his original 36
staff. With his small entourage. Ban Chao received a less than
enthusiastic welcome from the KingofYutian. When Ban Chao
explained to him the advantages of distancing himself from
the Xiongnu and strengthening ties with the Han, the King
was unable to make a decision. He asked his sorcerer to seek
the gods' advice.

Long opposed to rapprochement with the Han. the sorcerer



TIH£i8Bffi|6]Si8*i'm. IIILIL “z77v, "IIEM

BXXKme.”

i: SIPKOKJIIfifbITT oif e . flINeT $§ NeM & TISE, W
“# s wosom *osil. ax 'l i ;M u#/
£A £ *uvm Ui, wmdc 'vom.

T. #i: -EXE?X®«Ne."

##. EMEX@«(MX®BX, ABIIUMUTHN, 8II

umMBImW *"# (Sqm ci.» 7w m » a2 -e).h«l ("
SrBngft-1fc-W) »tilNe EffEfm»6f T,
M««-BM £ ®tW )fijg, B "I

+ e ¥ . i TiH:BH#61, " K K dKeABTHAH AP "M I , X

atwm ¥, BASI ®E*. flbK)JL-27Jffi(-tda) BPfi,

Hoex ixke.



assumed the voice of a spirit said to the king of Yutian, '"Why
do you want to befriend the Han? By the way. 1 want that nice,
dark horse of the Han envoy!"

The king of Yutian asked the Couselor-Designate (sort ofa
high commissioner appointed by the Han court) to persuade
Ban Chao to part with his horse. Ban Chao agreed. "Fine!" He
said, "Tell the sorcerer to pick it up himself."

When the gloating sorcerer came to Ban Chao for the horse.
Ban Chao drew his sword and killed him on the spot, not
bothering to exchange a word with him. He then went to see the
kingof Yutian with the sorcerers head dangling from his hand.

Threatening the King, he said. "If you continue your
collaboration with the Xiongnu.you 1l end up like the sorcerer
here."

Already in awe ofthe tough-guy reputation of Ban Chao, the
King of Yutian now felt his knees weakening. He replied with
alacrity. "Yes.  am ready to strengthen ties with the Han court."

Shanshan and Yutian were major kingdoms in Xiyu. Their
rapprochement with the Han set an example for other countries
such as Qiuci (near modern-day Kucha. Xinjiang) and Shule (near
modern-day Kashgar. Xinjiang), which soon renewed ties with
the Han.

After 65 years of estrangement since the start of Wang Mangs
rule, relations between the countries of Xiyuand the Han Empire
were finally normalized. They returned to where they had been
atthe time of Zhang Qian s diplomatic missions to Xiyu. Frequent
diplomatic and commercial exchanges resumed.

Two years later. Emperor Ming died and was succeeded by

his son Liu Da as Emperor Zhang of Han.
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Zhang Hengiuid his Seismometer

27. Zhang Heng and

his Seismometer

During the reign of Emperor Zhang of Han. the Eastern
Han enjoyed relative political stability. At the death of Emperor
Zhang, Empress Dowager Dou acted as regent for his successor.
Emperor He. who was then only ten. She vested real power in
her brother Dou Xian. This marked the beginning of the
Eastern Han's decline.

This period produced a noted scientist whose name is
Zhang Heng.

Zhang Heng was a native of Nanyang, which he left at
the age of seventeen. His studies took him to Chang an and
then Luoyang, where he was an assiduous student at the
National University. Chang'an and Luoyang were booming
and bustling cities, in which the elite led dissolute lives.
Disgusted by the decadence of high society. Zhang Heng
penned the satirical Xi Jing Fu [Western Metropolis
Rhapsody) and DongJing Fu)Eastern Metropolis Rhapsody).
referring respectively to Chang an and Luoyang. It is said
that it took him ten years of reflection and revisions to
complete these works of poetry. This attests to his serious
and meticulous nature.

However. Zhang Heng's excellence was not confined to
literature; He was also absorbed in mathematical and

astronomical studies. Impressed by his erudition, the imperial
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court offered him a position in the capital. He started as a
Gentleman of the Interior, but later become a Grand Scribe in
charge of astronomical observations. This was a happy
marriage between his job and his hobbies.

Through his observations and research, he reached the
conclusion that the Earth was round, and that the Moon's
glow was only a reflection of the light emanating from the
Sun. He also theorized that the sky was like an eggshell
cloaking the Earth, which could be likened to the egg yolk
inside the shell. Although his theory was not entirely
accurate, the mere fact that such a scientific view was
propounded 1,800 years ago is cause for much admiration
from later astronomers.

As a hands-on scientist, for astronomical measurements
Zhang Heng crafted from copper an instrument called the hun
Yan yi larmillary sphere). It had representations of
constellations and other astronomical phenomena on it. and
was hydraulically driven. It is said that the device enabled
users to know clearly which stars would be rising in the east,
and which would be setting in the west.

This was a time of frequent earthquakes. At the rate of
one or two per year, each occurrence of one of these seismic
events was felt in dozens of prefectures. They caused city
walls and buildings to collapse, and took a heavy toll of
human and animal lives.

The rulers and common people of feudal times believed
earthquakes were bad omens. These natural phenomena
became tools for some to spread superstitious rumors against

the government.
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Zhang Heng did not believe earthquakes were
manifestations of the will of the gods or evil spirits. Based
on his careful scrutiny, his analysis of seismic records, and
his experiments, he invented an instrument called the di
dong yi. It was a seismometer that helped measure and
forecast earthquakes.

The seismometer was made from bronze and shaped like
a wine vat. Eight dragons were represented on the exterior of
the device, with their heads pointing in eight directions. Each
of the dragons had a small copper ball in its mouth, and a
copper toad squatting below it with its mouth open. When a
seismic event occurred, the dragon pointing to the direction
of the quake would automatically open its mouth and drop
its ball, which would then fall into the toad's mouth with a
loud sound that warned of an earthquake.

One February day in 138 CE. the dragon pointing due west
on Zhang Heng's seismometer suddenly opened its mouth and
spat out the copper ball. By Zhang Heng s design, this meant
that an earthquake was occurring in the west of China.

However, no sign of an earthquake was discernable that
day in the western metropolis of Luoyang. nor was any
earthquake anywhere reported. People began voicing their
doubts about the device, saying it was a hoax. Some even
accused him ol spreading rumors and making mischief.

A few days later, the imperial court received information
via a messenger on a fast horse that a devastating earthquake
had occurred a thousand //away inJincheng and Longxi. There
were reports that whole mountainsides had collapsed in the

quake. This vindicated the value of Zhang Heng's seismometer.
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Zhang Hvng and his Seismometer

Unfortunately, the power in tire imperial court was
usurped by eunuchs and maternal relatives of the Emperor.
This led to a tendency to suppress and isolate, instead ol
fully tapping, the talent of able people such as Zhang Heng.
when he was a palace attendant, his proximity to the
Emperor caused anxiety among the eunuchs who were
afraid he might denounce their misconduct to the Emperor.
To forestall this eventuality, the eunuchs preemptively
maligned Zhang Heng before the emperor whenever they
had a chance. As a result. Zhang Heng was transferred out
of the capital, and dispatched to the princedom of Hejian
as Counselor-Designate.

Zhang Heng died of illness at the age of 61. He left a

splendid legacy of scientific development in China.
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28. The Dang Gu Incidents

Starting with Emperor He. most emperors of the Han
Dynasty were young children when they ascended the throne,
the youngest being a baby mo-days old. During an emperor's
minority, normally the queen mother exercised ruling power
as regent. Not uncommonly, the queen mother would in turn
give power to members of her clan. As a result, imperial power
would rest entirely in the hands of the emperor's maternal
relatives. When an emperor died without a male heir, the queen
mother or other maternal relatives would sometimes select a
young boy from the royal clan as his successor. This would
facilitate their continuance in power.

When the emperor grew up and became more
knowledgeable and sophisticated, he would often resist being
manipulated like a puppet, and would try to find freedom from
the control of his maternal relatives. However, since the
imperial court was crawling with people loyal to those same
relatives, the emperor had few people to turn to. and so would
seek advice and counsel from his eunuchs. The eunuchs had
daily access to the emperor, and the emperor found in them
the levers with which to pry loose the power of the maternal
relatives. As a result, the eunuchs would accrue power. In the
ensuing power struggles between these two interest groups,
political corruption deepened in the Eastern Han Dynasty.

Some officials of gentry and landowner stock were critical

ol the eunuchs rising influence. They stepped forward to
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propose political reform, and to demand the institution of
eunuchs be abolished. Students of the National University
were by and large from small-landowner families. They saw
their career prospects dimmed by the ubiquitous corruption,
and so clamoring for reform, as well. They lashed out at the
way the country was governed, and abhorred the power-
usurping eunuchs and yes-men.

In 165 CE. Chen Fan was appointed Defender in Chief
and Li Ying. a man of respect, became Metropolitan
Commandant. Both were resentful of the eunuchs. Since
the university students saw these men as models, they also
had their support.

Metropolitan Commandant Li Ying received a complaint
regarding the corrupt and extortionate practices of Zhang
Shuo. the brother of the eunuch Zhang Rang and the county
magistrate of Yewang (modern-day Qinyang County.
Henan). When Li Ying began investigative and
impeachment procedures against him. Zhang Shuo fled to
Luoyang. seeking refuge at his brother's residence. Li Ying
took bailiffs with him, and conducted a search of Zhang
Rang s residential compound. There, he found Zhang Shuo
hiding in a hollow wall. After Zhang Shuo was taken away.
Zhang Rang immediately got an intermediary to intercede
in his brother's behalf, but it was too late: Li Ying had
already executed Zhang Shuo after a quick prosecution and
trial. The incensed Zhang Rang made a tearful complaint
before Emperor Huan of Han. However, the Emperor took
no action against Li Ying because he knew Zhang Shuo was

guilty as charged.



266

’

mm & Kkw 'urxe. —wm v KW ww'a
MW . $S5 $|ISWAASL. I M oI I II . ##
*S*n*

w-~"faes*a$ «jtor-+
k) KK /mllr /SIS ek W-$ it 5, 11

AStoMJL A . $I1UY ,+«17"T1>Y A" K Me*. Ne&#;

TrA . KUAMKKAAAIL: “ig45T *

I. A"IHTKKITa N JTITHK *-"
NIDKATTSIA. (6it: KALLA
UIIAW, UXKIIIEAA, AUNeTAS$6F 1| NeJIEF£."

OKfiK9|!;L#Stic. flfcSSSS«£. »ih#temyi. mn
WHT-"H*£K,
ifIflIAM, «=* 5K WiFKA.



Li Ying saw his fame grow after this incident. He became
much in demand as educated people considered meeting him
a great honor. Being received by him was described as
"ascending to the dragon gate".

The next year, an alchemist close to the eunuchs called
Zhang Cheng was tipped off by the eunuch Hou Lan that a
general amnesty was soon to be announced by the imperial
court. Armed with this reassuring information, he told his son
to go ahead and kill someone who had longbeen on his revenge
list. Li Ying arrested the murderer. Zhang Cheng's son. and
was all set to bring him tojustice.

When the general amnesty was announced the next day.
Zhang Cheng crowed in public. The imperial amnesty has been
announced! The Metropolitan Commandant will have to
release my son now."

This brag was brought to the attention of Li Ying. annoying
him to no end. He said. 'Zhang Cheng had known about the
amnesty before instigating his son to commit murder.
Therefore, his son is not eligible for the amnesty."

With this interpretation of the edict. Li Ying had Zhang
Chengs son beheaded.

Zhang Cheng was not going to take this lying down. He
asked the eunuchs Hou Lan and Zhang Rang to help him
avenge his son. They hatched this malicious plot: Zhang
Cheng's follower Lao Xiu was to accuse Li Ying falsely before
the Emperor, saying that Li Ying had formed of a clique of
university students and eminent personalities with the
purpose of slandering the imperial court and corrupting

good morals.
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After receiving Lao Xius complaint. Emperor Huan of Han
immediately ordered the arrest of partisans of this supposed
clique. Apart from Li Ying, 200 other people, including Du Mi,
Chen Shi and Fan Pang, were purged as partisans. To
demonstrate its resolve, the imperial court put out a reward
across China for the arrest of these people.

Du Mi was, like Li Ying, also an official not afraid to tangle
with the all-powerful eunuchs. Both men were equally famous
for their uprightness, and were often mentioned in one breath
as the "Li-Du" duo. After Li Ying was thrown in jail, Du Mi
predictably suffered the same fate.

Chen Shi was an alumnus of the National University put
on the blacklistbecause of his prominence. Some urged him
to flee, but he was unafraid, saying, if 1run away, what will
become of the others? if 1 go tojail, maybe I can boost their
morale." He went to the capital and surrendered. He too was
incarcerated.

In the same way. Fan Pang proudly went tojail.

When the imperial decree for the arrest of the partisans
arrived at the prefectures, the local officials reported all who
had had any association with the clique. In each area, the list
of partisans sometimes ran into the hundreds. Only Shi Bi.
the governor of Pingyuan Prefecture in the Qingzhou region,
did not report any partisans.

Imperial edicts came down from the capital to demand
names from him. Finally, an official was sent from the regional
government of Qingzhou to make an inquiry into the situation.

The regional official had Governor Shi Bi brought before

him. and upbraided him for failing to provide a list of
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partisans. Shi Bi replied to him. "We don't have anyone
belonging to the clique here. What do you want me to report?"

The official's face hardened, and he responded, "Of the six
prefet lures of Qingzhou. five have reported partisans, how can
Pingyuan be the only exception?"

Shi Bi replied. "Each place has its own distinct customs and
natural environment. Just because there are partisans in other
locations, doesn t necessarily mean we must also have them."

The official, unable to come up with a counter argument,
was speechless.

Shi Bi added. "If you insist on rounding up innocent people,
then everyone is a partisan here. I would rather die than give
you a list of partisans, because I don t know of any."

Unable to get anything out of Shi Bi. the regional official
summarily put all the Pingyuan officials injail, and reported
the matter to the central government.

Thejailed partisans were subjected to cruel torture by the
hands of the eunuchs supporters. They were beaten while
wearing neck shackles, handcuffs and leg irons, and hoods over
their heads. The ordeal lasted for over a year.

The next year, a man called Jia Biao. a native of Yingchuan.
went to Luoyang to try to get the suspects exonerated. Dou Wu.
the father of Queen Dou. also petitioned Emperor Huan for the
partisans release.

Inspired by the dictum. The best defense is a good offense".
Li Ying fingered many of the eunuchs' young relatives as
partisans. This tactic scared the eunuchs, who said to the
Emperor. "This abnormal climate is an omen that a general

amnesty is in order."
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The D.vw Gulncidt

Since Emperor Huan was under the eunuchs' thumb, he
obliged them by announcing a general amnesty. As a result,
all 200 partisans in the capital were (reed.

However, on order of the eunuchs, these freed partisans
were forbidden to stay in the capital, and all had to go back
to their hometowns. Their names were given to the local
authorities to ensure that they could never again hold
public office. This is known as the Dang Gu Incident
(Disaster of Partisan Prohibitions).

Refore long, Emperor Huan died. Queen Dou and her
father Dou Wu arranged the selection of 12-year-old Liu
Hong of the royal clan to succeed Emperor Huan. He
would go on to become the notoriously corrupt Emperor

Ling of Han.
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2g. Fearless Fan Pang

Goes to Jail

In the period immediately after the ascension of Emperor
Ling to the Han throne. Empress Dowager Dou acted as
Regent. She made her father Dou Wu Chief General and Chen
Fan Defender in Chief. Dou Wu and Chen Fan had been on
the side of the partisans and eminent intellectuals. They
brought Li Ying and Du Mi. who had been permanently
stripped of their civil liberties, back to the capital to serve in
the government.

Chen Fan said to Dou Wu. "As long as the eunuchs are not
neutralized, there will be no peace in our country. I am going
on 80 years old. Not much in life tempts me now. The only
reason I'm still here is I want to rid the court ol this cancer,
and to help you accomplish this worthy cause."

Dou Wu. in fact, had the same thoughts. The two agreed
that Dou Wu would present a proposal to eliminate the
eunuchs to Empress Dowager Dou. However, the Empress
Dowager shared with Emperor Huan the same total trust in
the eunuchs, and was unable to make up her mind to act on
the proposal. Chen Fan followed with a petition enumerating
the crimes and misdeeds of the eunuchs Hou Lan. CaoJie and
Wang Fu. The Empress Dowager simply put the petition aside.

These actions had the unintended effect of alerting the

eunuchs. Cao Jie and Wang Fu mounted a preemptive strike
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against their accusers. First, they grabbed the imperial seal
from Empress Dowager Don. They then put her under house
arrest. Finally, in the name of Emperor Ling, they charged
Dou Wu and Chen Fan with treason and had them killed.

Imperial power thus swung back to the eunuchs. All
officials owing their offices to the support and patronage of
Dou Wu and Chen Fan were purged.

After Li Ying and Du Mi were once again ousted and sent
home, their prestige rose even higher among intellectuals and
university students, and their abhorrence of the eunuchs
intensified. The eunuchs reciprocated this hatred, seeing them
as sworn enemies. The eunuchs did not pass up any
opportunity to do them harm.

ZhangJian was an intellectual. He had once denounced
the eunuch Hou Lan. and now Hou lan was waiting for an
opportunity to get even with him. The chance finally came in
the shape of a servant recently expelled from Zhang Jian's
household. Hou lan had the servant falsely accuse ZhangJian
of forming a clique with 24 partisans from his village to slander
the imperial court and plan sedition.

The eunuch Cao Jie also seized the opportunity to have a
trusted supporter present a petition to the Emperor, asking
him to issue an edict rounding up the partisans once again.

The Emperor, who was barely fourteen, had no idea what
the partisans were or did. He asked Cao Jie. "Why do you want
them killed? What crime have they committed?"

Cao Jie made up ajuicy story of how the truculent
partisans were working feverishly for the overthrow of his

imperial rule, and Emperor Ling fell for the story hook, line
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and sinker. An imperial edict went out immediately for the
arrest of the partisans.

The new arrest order immediately caused a stir in all the
regions and prefectures. When the news was broken to Li Ying.
he said with equanimity. If I run. others will suffer. Besides.
I am already 60. Life or death is no longer much of a concern
for me. So I am not running from this."

After voluntarily surrendering, he was thrown injail, and
was beaten and tortured to death. Du Mi killed himself in
anticipation of a similar fate.

A local inspector in Runan Prefecture was sent to
Zhengqiang Imodenvday Yancheng. Henan Province) to arrest
Fan Pang. When he arrived at the post house in Zhengqiang.
he went to his room and cried inconsolably on his bed. The
arrest warrant was clutched in his hand. The staffand guests
in the post house were mystified by his wailing.

When Fan Pang heard about this, he said. T am sure he
cried because he didn't want to arrest me."

Therefore, Fan Pang went of his own accord to the county
office to give himself up. The County Magistrate Guo Yi.
himself a man of integrity, was startled to see Fan Pang. He
asked him, "Ofall the places in the wide world you are free to
travel to. why have you chosen to come here?"

Guo Yi even considered aloud the idea of resigning from
office by surrendering his official seal so that he could go on
the run with Fan Pang.

Fan Pang said in gratitude to Guo Yi. There's no need for
that. After my death, the central government may suspend

this witch hunt against the partisans. There is no way | am
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going to implicate you. Besides, if I become a fugitive, my
ageing mother will suffer.’'

Unable to shake Fan Pangs determination, the County
Magistrate had no alternative but tojail Fan Pang. He then
sent for Fan Pang s elderly mother and his son to visit him
in jail.

Fan Pang's mother was escorted by a bailiffto the county
jail to visit him. She was accompanied by her grandson.
Fan Pang consoled her by saying. After my death, you still
have your younger son to take care of you. Try not to grieve
too much.'

His motherreplied, "lam content that you willleave a name
comparable in goodness to that of the Li-Du duo IL Ying and
Du Mil. Don't feel too bad yourself.'

Alter receiving his mother s encouraging words, Fan Pang
knelt and turned his head toward his son. He said to him, 'I
won t tell you to do evil, because one shouldn t do evil. I want
you to grow up to be a decent man. But look at me: This is
what happens to a man who has been decent all his life.'

All those present were moved to tears by that observation.

All in all. over a hundred people were executed as was Fan
Pang. Additionally, about 700 people were falsely accused of
being partisans. Some were arrested: others, killed: others,
assigned to hardship military duly in faraway places. All. at a
minimum, were stripped ol their civil liberties for life by the
eunuchs, who either envied their high national standing, or
had private accounts to settle with them.

Only ZhangJian. nemesis of the eunuch Hou Lan. slipped

through the governments dragnet. At peril of death, many were
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Tuaiiess Fan Pang Gex's to Jail

willing to provide succor and refuge to him as he eluded
capture. This assistance enabled him to stay always one step
ahead of the government agents hot on his trail and armed
with the latest information. However, it also meant that those
who provided him with refuge ended up beingjailed or even
killed after he escaped. Sometimes, entire prefectures or
counties were penalized.

In the aftermath of the two Disasters of Partisan
Prohibitions', the more decent among the court officials were
dealt a heavy blow. The eunuchs and their followers were able

to monopolize all offices, high and low.
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30. The Yellow Turban

Uprising

The hopelessly fatuous Emperor Ling put all his trust in
the eunuchs. Neglecting the running of state, he led a life of
debauchery. When the coffers were depleted by his and the
eunuchs' extravagant living, they invented new ways ofraising
money. They opened up a special shop in West Garden, a sort
ol patronage mill, where wealthy people could openly buy
offices, commissions and titles. A bulletin posted outside
Hongdu Gate listed the prices of public offices. A prefecture
governorship cost 20 million. One could become a county
magistrate by paying 4 million. Those who were temporarily
cash-shy could buy on credit, and pay back at double the
purchase price. Those who bought their commissions would
naturally doubly bleed the public once in office to recoup their
investment. Thus, the corruption permeating the Eastern Han
Dynasty plummeted to abysmal depths.

Corruption in the central government, oppression by the
landowning class and powerful gentry, and a spate of natural
disasters forced people, now on the brink of starvation, to
rise up in revolt.

Peasants in the area of Wu Prefecture fired the opening
salvo by attacking the county seat and killing county
officials. Xu Sheng, originally from Guiji, started an

insurgency in Gouzhang (modern-day Cixi. Zhejiang Province)
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that attracted more than 10,000 followers in a few days. The
troops sent by Emperor Ling to suppress the insurrection,
commanded by the Regional Inspector of Yangzhou and the
Governor of Danyang Prefecture, were defeated by the
peasants. As Xu Sheng s forces gained momentum, he
proclaimed himself Emperor Yangming.

In 174 CE. the government sent out a combined force of
regional and the prefectural armies, reinforced by soldiers
newly recruited from Wu Prefecture. This force defeated Xu
Sheng. However, while the insurgency in Wu Prefecture was
put down, even bigger armed insurgencies were in the making.

There were three brothers in Julu Prefecture noted for their
skills, and willingness to help the people. They were, listed by
age. ZhanglJiao. Zhang Bao. and Zhang Liang. Zhang Jiao, being
versed in medicine, was well loved by the poor because he
always treated them free of charge. He knew that the people
were caught between the oppression of the landowners and
gentry, and the ravages of natural disasters, but were thirsting
for a tai ping (peaceful) society and a normal, secure life.
Deciding to use religion as a unifying force, he founded a sect
called Way of Supreme Peace (Tai Ping Dao) and started
proselytizing with his disciples.

Soon gathering a large following. Zhang Jiao sent his
brothers Zhang Bao and Zhang Liang with their disciples across
the country on an evangelical mission that provided people
medical care. In ten years time, the Way of Supreme Peace
spread to all corners of the country and had a following of
hundreds of thousands. Everyone in the country, believer or

non-believer, knew about the Tai Ping Dao.
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111 those days, prefecture and county officials did not
at first pay much attention to the phenomenon, thinking
that the Tai Ping Dao was merely a sect that advocated good
deeds and offered medical treatment. A couple of ministers
in the imperial court did believe that there was more than
met the eye regarding the sect. In a petition to the Emperor,
they called for a ban on the Way of Supreme Peace.
However. Emperor Ling was busy with the construction of
his imperial hunting grounds, so he dismissed the Tai Ping
Dao from his mind.

Zhang Jiao organized the hundreds of thousands of
peasants from eight regions into 36 branches. The bigger
branches each consisting of 10.000 men. and the smaller ones
were formed of six to seven thousand. The branch leaders were
all directly accountable to Zhang Jiao. With his leaders, he
created a secret plot that called for a simultaneous uprising
by the insurgents in the imperial capital and across China on
March 5 of the year ofJia Zi 1184 CE). Their battle cry would
be: "The blue sky is dead and the yellow sky begins, in this
auspicious year ofJia Zi." The "blue sky" was a reference to the
Eastern Han Dynasty, and the "yellow sky" meant the Tai Ping
Diio. The characters Jin zi’ were furtively written in <halk on
temple doors in Luoyang. and on the doors ol regional and
prefectural government offices across the country, as a secret
signal to start the insurrection.

In the crucial one-month period leading up to the
insurrection, a traitor from among the insurgents ranks
informed the Eastern Han government of the planned attack.

The imperial government immediately searched lor and
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arrested rebels in Luoyang. Ma Yuanyi. the group's liaison in
the city, was executed after his arrest, as were 1.000 people
associated with the sect.

Faced with this unexpected turn of events. Zhang Jiao
decided to move the schedule for the planned attack ahead
by one month. He gave himself the title General of the Sky.
Zhang Bao the title General of the Earth, and Zhang Liang the
title General of Humanity. At the command of Zhang Jiao, all
36 branches of the sect started attacking simultaneously. As
an identifying mark, all the peasants in the insurgency wore
yellow head scarves or turbans. This was the origin of the
name. 'Yellow Turban Uprising'.

The various contingents ol the uprising attacked and
torched prefectural and county government offices, freed
prison inmates, seized government property, opened up
granaries to the public, and punished officials, landowners
and members of the gentry. Within ten days, other
insurgencies sprang up across the country. These converged
on the imperial capital. The imperial court in Luoyang was
bombarded by requests for help from prefectures and counties
across the country.

Emperor Ling summoned his ministers for an emergency
session to discuss ways to pul down the rebellion. He
appointed his maternal relative He Jin as Chief General, and
sent Huangfu Song. Zhu Jun and Lu Zhi with their troops to
attack the Yellow Turbans from two sides. However,
government forces were unable to stop the insurgent armies,
and the uprising surged forward like flood water that had

broken through a dike. Stymied. Chief General He Jin asked
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the Emperor to issue an edict telling local governments to
raise their own armies to light the Yellow Turbans. The
nobility, local government leaders, powerful landowners and
gentry capitalized on this opportunity to grab turfand expand
their influence, all in the name of fighting the Yellow
Turbans. Consequently, the country was grievously
fragmented.

In the face of this bloody suppression by the imperial
government, the local landowners, and the gentry, the Yellow
Turbans put up stiff resistance for nine, difficult months. At
a critical stage of fighting, the Yellow Turbans leader Zhang
Jiao died from illness, and Zhang Liang and Zhang Bao were
killed in fierce, fight to the-death combat.

Even after the defeat of the main force of insurgents,
pockets of Yellow Turbans managed to keep up their fight for
twenty years. This large-scale insurgency dealt a fatal blow to
the corrupt and decadent Eastern Han Dynasty. From that

point on. the Dynasty went into a rapid decline.
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