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To th e  Reader

A cquisition  of profic iency in a foreign language calls  lor 

d il igent p ractices  in  listening, speaking, reading, and  writing. 

Learning C h inese  is n o  ex cep t ion .  To a s t u d e n t  o f  C hinese , 

e x te n s iv e  re a d in g  e x e rc is e s  a re  a s  im p o r t a n t  a s  c o n s t a n t  

exposure  to  spoken  Mandarin.

Cultural China: Chinese-English Readers  series is an  open- 

en d e d  se r ie s  o f  c o l le c t io n s  o f  w r i t in g s  in  C h inese ,  m os t ly  

essays a n d  shor t  stories by contem porary  Chinese writers. Our 

purpose  in pu tt ing  together th i s  bilingual series is to  he lp  you 

en joy  co n tem porary  Chinese  l i te ra tu re  and  o th e r  w rit ings  in 

th e i r  a u th e n t ic ,  u n a d u l te ra te d  flavor a n d  to  u n d e rs ta n d  the  

C hinese  society, culture ,  history, a n d  th e  con tem porary  life o f  

th e  Chinese  people as you learn the  language and  ho n e  your 

reading skills. A bilingual text will ass is t  you in better  savoring 

t h e s e  w o rk s  a n d  in  c h e c k in g  y o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  th e  

C hinese  original agains t  th e  English t rans la t ion .

We hope you  will like th i s  volume.

— th e  Editor
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A bout th e  Book

Tales fro m  Five T h o u sa n d  Years o f  C h inese  H is tory  is  a 

collection o f  stories arranged in chronological order, covering a 

period from ancient times to  th e  pre-Opium-War Qing Dynasty.

The topics were selected by educator and linguist. Lin Handa 

( I goo-19721, w h o  d re w  u p  th e  o u t l in e  for th e  co llec tion  and  

contr ibuted  som e chapters. Following Lin's death, Cao Yuzhang 

(1924-1996) took over h is  m antle  and  com pleted  the  work. This 

com bined effort o f  tw o  consecutive au th o rs  has  enjoyed wide 

appeal by v i r tu e  o f  i t s  h is to r ic a l  accuracy ,  w e l l - s tru c tu red  

narrative, fluent writing and dis tinctive style.

T he  bilingual Tales fro m  Five T h o u sa n d  Years o f  Chinese  

History I [III covers a period o f  history from th e  last years o f  the 

Eastern Han Dynasty to  the last years o f  the Eastern Jin Dynasty. 

For th e  sake o f  brevity, the  original Chinese work has  been slightly 

abridged in  th is  bilingual edition.
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I .  Y uan Shao  Kills th e  E unuchs

In  189 AD. Emperor Ling o f  th e  H a n  dy n as ty  died . He was 

s u c c e e d e d  by h i s  14-year-old so n  Liu Bian. w h o  b e c a m e  

Emperor Shao. In  accordance  w ith  practice. Empress Dowager 

H e a c te d  a s  reg en t ,  w i th  th e  re in s  o f  p o w e r  e n t r u s t e d  to 

G enera l- in -C hief  He J in .  w h o  w as  a m a te rn a l  relative o f  the 

emperor. One o f  th e  new ly  em pow ered  He J in 's  first ac ts  was 

to  a r re s t  a n d  e x e c u te  J ia n  Shuo ,  a e u n u c h  w h o  h a d  been  

cap ta in  o f  th e  Palace Guard , w h o  had  recen tly  a t t e m p te d  to 

a ssass ina te  h im .

U n der  He J in ' s  c o m m a n d  w as  a  s u b c o m m a n d e r  o f  the  

Middle Army by th e  na m e  o f  Yuan Shao. w h o  w as  descended 

from a family o f  m and ar in s .  For four  gene ra t io ns  th e  family 

h a d  provided off ic ia ls  o f  exa lted  rank, inc lu d ing  Defenders- 

In-Chief. M inisters  o f  E ducation  o r  M in is ters  o f  Works (the 

so-called sun  gong, or  Three Dukes), to  th e  state. T he  fact tha t  

m any  officials o f  th e  imperial c o u r t  had  also been s tu d en ts  or 

s u b o r d in a te s  o f  m em b ers  o f  t h i s  r e n o w n e d  fam ily  fu r th e r  

add ed  to  its pow er a n d  influence.

After the  execu t ion  o f  J ian  Shuo. Yuan Shao adv ised  He 

J in  to  eradicate  th e  inf luence  o f  th e  eu n u c h s  once  and  for all. 

a rg u in g  "Dou W u  o n c e  tr ied  to  e l im in a te  t h e  e u n u c h s ,  bu t  

end ed  u p  ins tead  being killed by them  w h en  new s o f  th e  plan 

w a s  leaked .  Now t h a t  y ou  h av e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a rm y , you 

m u s tn ' t  pass  up th is  opp o r tu n i ty  to  remove th em  for good."

Afraid to  take  sole responsib i l i ty  for su ch  a  decis ion . He

I
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Sbati Kills the  Eunurhs

J in  c o n s u l t e d  th e  e m p r e s s  d o w a g e r  on  th e  m a t te r .  She 

ada m a n tly  rejected th e  idea.

Yuan Shao th en  suggested a n o th e r  approach. He urged He 

J in  to  secretly  o rd e r  tro op s  to  converge  on  the  capita l w i th  a 

view  to  forcing th e  em press  dowager to  go along w ith  the  plan 

to  e l im in a te  th e  eun u ch s .  He J in  agreed and  began to  m uster 

tro op s  s ta t io n e d  in  va r io u s  p a r ts  o f  th e  co u n try .  Of all the  

regions. Bingzhou (covering the  bulk o f  today's Shanxi Province 

an d  p a r t s  o f  In n e r  M ongolia  a n d  H ebeil  p o s s e s se d  in h is  

e s t im a tion  th e  s trongest  military force, w h ic h  w as  u n d e r  the  

c o m m a n d  o f  g o v e r n o r  D on g  Z h u o .  A m e s s e n g e r  w a s  

d is p a tc h e d  w i th  a  le t te r  for Dong Zhuo, in s t ru c t in g  h im  to 

m arch  o n  Luoyang w i th o u t  delay.

T he  eu n u c h s  soon got w ind  o f  th e  plan. A n u m b e r  o f  them  

cam e  to  th e  sam e  conclus ion. "If we d o n ' t  ac t  now . it  will be 

th e  end  for u s  all." They se t  dozens  o f  a rm ed  m en  in am b u sh  

inside th e  palace, th en  su m m oned  He Jin for an audience  with 

th e  em p ress  dowager.

Once ins ide  th e  palace. He J in  walked in to  th e  trap se t  by 

th e  eu n u c h s  and  w as  killed by the  arm ed men w aiting  for hom.

W hen  n ew s  o f  H e  J in 's  m u r d e r  re a c h e d  Y uan  Shao. h e  

im m ed ia te ly  in s t ru c te d  h is  b ro th e r  Yuan S h u  to  launch  an 

a ssau l t  o n  th e  im peria l palace. Yuan S hu  s t a r te d  a fire and  

burned  d ow n  th e  palace gate before large num bers  o f  h is  troops 

su rged  in to  th e  p a lace  g ro u n d s  a n d  began  a t ta c k in g  every 

eu n u ch  in sight. A num ber  o f  hapless unbearded officials were 

even m is taken  for e u n u c h s  and  killed in th e  massacre. While 

th i s  b a t t le  raged in s id e  t h e  palace, th e  Dong Z h u o 's  troops 

m arched  in to  Luoyang.

1 5
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Dong Zhuo. originally  from a pow erful c lan  in Liangzhou 

(m a d e  u p  o f  to d a y ' s  G a n su .  N ingx ia .  Q in g h a i  a n d  I n n e r  

Mongolia), b e c a m e  a fo rce  to  r eck o n  w i th  b y  a l ly in g  w i th  

pow erful m em bers  o f  th e  Q iang  e th n ic  minority .  During the  

Yellow T u rb a n s  Upris ing h e  rose to  th e  p os i t ion  o f  governor 

o f  Bingzhou by he lp ing  to  suppress  th e  insurgencies. He had  

a lw ay s  h a d  d e s ig n s  o n  C h ina 's  cen tra l  p la in s ,  a n d  He Jin 's  

invita tion  cam e n o n e  too soon. Dong Zhuo had quickly obliged 

w ith  th ree  th o u san d  troops.

O nce  in  Luoyang. Dong Z hu o  w a s  eag e r  to  tak e  power. 

However, he  was worried th a t  h is  troops m igh t  n o t  b e  strong 

enough  to  face d ow n  th e  g overnm en t forces, So he  employed 

a ruse: in  th e  d ead  o f  n ig h t ,  h e  su r rep t i t io u s ly  m arch ed  h is  

tro op s  o u t  o f  th e  city ,  on ly  for th ese  sa m e  tro op s  to  m arch  

back in to  th e  capital in full fanfare th e  nex t day. After he had 

done  th is  a few times, th e  res idents  o f  Luoyang were n o  longer 

su re  o f  th e  size o f  Dong Zhuo's army. Some o f  He J in 's  troops, 

im pressed  by th e  a pp aren t  s t ren g th  o f  Dong Zhuo 's  m ili tary  

force, w en t  over to  his side. Dong Z huo  th u s  easily  m anaged 

to  seize contro l  o f  th e  military.

In  o rder  to  concen tra te  all power in h is  hands .  Dong Zhuo 

formed a plan to  depose  Emperor Shao and  install in his  place 

his b ro ther  Liu Xie, Prince o f  Chenliu. Well aware th a t  th e  Yuan 

f a m i ly  w ie ld e d  a n  i n f l u e n c e  u n m a t c h e d  by t h e  o t h e r  

m andar ins  in Luoyang. Dong Zhuo consulted  Yuan Shao about 

th e  matter .

Dong Zhuo said. "In my view th e  Prince o f  Chenliu  is  more 

ca p ab le  th a n  th e  p re s e n t  em pero r .  I p lan  to  ins ta l l  h im  as 

emperor.  W hat d o  you think?"
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Yuan S h ao  replied . T h e  em p ero r  is  s t i l l  y o u n g  a n d  h a s  

only recently  ascen ded  th e  th rone.  Besides, h e  is not know n 

to  h av e  m a d e  any  m is take .  If  y ou  d ep o se  h im , t h e  co u n try  

will probably n o t  v iew  it w i th  favor."

Dong Z huo  w as  enraged  by th e  sn u b —h e  put h is  h an d  on  

th e  h an d le  o f  his sw ord  and  spoke threateningly, h is  eyeballs 

a lm o s t  b u rs t in g  from  th e i r  sockets .  "I have  th e  pow er an d  I 

will d o  w h a t  I w ant.  I dare  an yone  to  oppose  my will. Do you 

d ou b t  th e  sh a rp n e ss  o f  my sword?"

Yuan Shao. his  face red w ith  anger,  retorted. "Do you th ink  

you are t h e  only hero  in th e  world?" W ith  th a t  p ar t ing  shot,  

h e  d rew  h is  sw ord  and  w alked  out.  Fearing t h a t  Dong Z huo  

w ou ld  h u n t  h im  d o w n ,  h e  fled to  J iz h o u  (a co m b in a t io n  o f  

t h e  c e n t r a l  a n d  s o u t h e r n  p a r t s  o f  t o d a y ' s  H e b e i ,  th e  

n o r t h w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  S h a n d o n g  a n d  th e  n o r th e r n  p a r t  o f  

H en an ) .  W h e n  h i s  b ro t h e r  Y uan  S h u  h e a rd  o f  w h a t  h a d  

happened ,  h e  too fled Luoyang to  seek safe ty  in  N anyang (in 

today 's  Henan).

Following th e  d e p a r tu re  o f  Y uan  S hao  a n d  h i s  b ro ther .  

Dong Z huo  su m m o n e d  select officia ls  to  h ea r  h is  decis ion  to 

d e p o se  t h e  em p e ro r .  Liu Xie s o o n  a s c e n d e d  th e  th r o n e  as 

Emperor Xian o f  th e  H an  dynasty ,  w h ile  Dong Z h uo  h im se lf  

took the  position  o f  Counselor-in-chief.

Dong Zhuo was a c ruel and  ru th less  m an. On h is  w a tch  as 

C o u n s e lo r  i n - c h i e f  h e  c o n d o n e d  th e  k i l l in g  o f  i n n o c e n t  

c iv i l i a n s  b y  h i s  s o ld ie r s .  T h e  b a r b a r i t i e s  a n d  e x c e s s e s  

c o m m i t te d  u n d e r  h i s  ru le  w reak ed  h a v o c  in  Luoyang a n d  

prom pted  an exodus  o f  officials, inc lud ing  a C om m a n d an t  o f  

th e  Control Army o f  Luoyang by the  na m e  o f  Cao Cao.

I
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2. Cao Cao L aunches 

M ilitary A ction

Cao Cao w a s  from  Qiao C ounty ,  in t h e  s t a te  o f  Pei. His 

father,  Cao Song, w as  th e  fos ter son  o f  a eunuch .  T here  was at 

th e  t im e  a fam ous w ri te r  nam ed  Xu Shao w h o  w as  no ted  for 

h is  keen eye fo r ju d g in g  ch a rac te r .  T h e  you ng  Cao Cao once  

w ent to  h im  for an evaluation. Xu Shao told him. "A character  

like you w ou ld  m a k e  a  c ap ab le  m in is te r  in  p eace  t im e ,  hut 

troub led  t im es  m a y  make  a sch em in g  scoundre l o f  you."

W hen a  20-year-old Cao Cao becam e Defender o f  Northern 

Luoyang. ov ersee ing  pub lic  secu r i ty  in  th e  n o r th e rn  p art  o f  

th e  cap ita l ,  h e  im m ed ia te ly  h a d  tw e n ty  big, m ul t i -co lo red  

w o od en  s t ick s  m a d e  by w orkers  to  be h u n g  o n  th e  left and  

r igh t walls  o f  h is  office. He th en  issued  a  l i s t  o f  prohibit ions. 

W hoever violated th e  p roh ib i t io ns  w ould  be pu n ish ed  w ith  a 

b ea ting  w i th  th ose  s t icks ,  even i f  th e  transgresso r  happ ened  

to  co m e  from a p ro m in e n t  family.

J ian  S huo 's  u nc le  w as  a  n o to r io u s  v illain  w h o  terrorized 

L uoyang n e ig h b o rh o o d s .  No o n e  d a re d  to  s t a n d  u p  to  h is  

lawless behav io r  b ecause  o f  his pow erful nephew . One n igh t 

h e  was seen  crea t ing havoc w ielding a kn ife  in a public place, 

t h u s  b re a k in g  o n e  o f  Cao Cao s p r o h ib i t io n s .  D esp ite  h is  

pow erfu l co nn ec t io ns ,  h e  w a s  a rres ted  a n d  given a tho rough  

b ea ting  w i th  o n e  o f  th e  multi-colored sticks. T he  h um ilia t ion  

proved more th an  th e  local ty ran t  cou ld  take  and  h e  died  on
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th e  spot. T h is  crea ted  a  sensa tion  th a t  rippled acrrfss Luoyang. 

w h e r e  t h e  c i t i z e n s  p r a i s e d  C ao  C ao’s s t r i c t ,  im p a r t i a l  

e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  law  e v e n  w h e n  th e  p e r p e t r a t o r s  h a d  

po w erfu l  c o n n e c t io n s .  H ow ever,  h e  in sp ired  a  m ix tu r e  o f  

loa th in g  and  fear in th e  eu nuchs ,  w h o  eventually  transferred  

h im  o u t  o f  Luoyang to  becom e a coun ty  magistrate.

During th e  Yellow Turbans  Rebellion. Emperor Ling made 

Cao Cao a C o m m a n d a n t  o f  C a lvary  a n d  s e n t  h im  to  th e  

Y ingchuan area lin  today’s  Yu County in Henan) to  qu ash  the 

rebellion. Cao Cao soon  defeated  th e  Yellow Turbans. To show 

th e  em peror 's  g ra t itude , th e  imperial court  p rom oted  Cao Cao 

to  th e  position of Administrator o f  Jinan. Several years elapsed 

before  he  re tu rned  to  Luoyang.

W hen Dong Z huo entered  Luoyang w ith  h is  troops, a s  part 

o f  h is  plan to  increase his popular ity  he b ough t  th e  loyalty o f  

som e off ic ia ls  by offering favors and  patronage. Aware o f  Cao 

Cao’s fame, h e  prom oted h im  to  Subcom m ander o f  Courageous 

G uards . .  H o w e v e rm  a s  h e  w a s  n o t  w il l in g  to  se rv e  u n d e r  

so m e o n e  h e  d id  n o t  respect.  Cao Cao fled Luoyang a t  g rea t  

risk to  stay with his fa ther  in Chenliu (today’s Chenliu  County 

in  Henanl.

Once back in Chenliu ,  Cao Cao got his  la ther’s back ing  in 

financing an expeditionary army against Dong Zhuo. A wealthy 

m an, Wei Zi. also contr ibuted  a great deal of money and  food to 

help. Cao Cao’s cousin  Cao Hong also arrived with a thousand  

m en  to reinforce Cao Cao's army, w h ich  eventually  soon  grew 

to num ber around five thousand  men. Cao Cao placed his troops 

u nd er  in tensive com bat tra in ing and sen t ou t  scouts  to  ga ther 

information  about th e  s i tua t ions  in  various places.
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In  response  to  th e  Yellow Turbans  rebellion, every region 

and  every com m andery  had raised their ow n  armies. Governors 

o f  m any  regions had long harbored am bitions  to  carve ou t  their 

ow n  ind iv idual k ingdom s, and  th e  an a rchy  in  Luoyang gave 

th e m  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  ra ise  a rm s  u n d e r  th e  p re te n se  o f  

o u s t i n g  D ong Z h u o .  Y u an  S h ao  c o m m a n d e d  th e  la rg e s t  

expedit ionary  force o f  all.

A fte r  h av in g  fallen ou t  w ith  Dong Zhuo. Yuan Shao  had 

le f t  Luoyang to  go to  J izhou ,  w h e re  h e  b ec am e  go v erno r  o f  

Bohai.  H e lp ed  by th e  fac t  t h a t  h e  c a m e  f ro m  a p ro m in e n t  

fam ily  o f  m a n d a r in s ,  as well a s  th e  fac t  t h a t  H a n  Fu. th e  

governor o f  J izhou. h ad  served in th e  troops loyal to  the  Yuan 

family in th e  past. Y uan  Shao h ad  n o  trouble  ra is ing an  army 

in a sh o r t  space  o f  t im e  in  Bohai.

In 190 AD. th e  various  expedit ionary  forces (including the 

one  led by Cao Cao) to ta ling  m ore  th a n  a  h u n d re d  th o u san d  

m en  converged  in Suanzao  ( so u th w es t  o f  to day 's  Yanjin  in 

Henan), no t  far from  Chenliu. They  w ere  th e n  organized into 

a n  a ll ied  force u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  Y uan  Shao. w h o  had 

been  chosen  as leader o f  the  alliance.

W hen n ew s  o f  th e  c rea t io n  o f  th e s e  e xp ed it ion a ry  forces 

reach ed  Luoyang. fea r  g rew  in Dong Z h uo ’s h ea r t .  Over the  

o b je c t io n s  o f  t h e  m in is te r s ,  h e  d e c id e d  to  m o ve  E m pero r  

Xian a n d  a m i l l io n  p e o p le  to  C h a n g 'a n .  w h i le  h e  s t a y in g  

b e h in d  in  th e  Luoyang area  to  face  th e  a ll ied  force  h im self .  

As E m pero r  Xian r e lu c ta n t ly  le f t  Luoyang. D ong Z h u o  se t  

fire to  all  th e  p a laces ,  g o v e r n m e n t  b u i ld in g s  a n d  c iv i l ian  

d w e ll in g s  in  t h e  city. W i th in  a  rad iu s  o f  tw o  h u n d re d  li o f  

Luoyang, ev e ry th ing  w as  b u rn ed  to  th e  g rou nd .  Many o f  th e
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c iv i l ian s  fo rc ib ly  d isp laced  f ro m  Luoyang d ied  on th e  road, 

e i th e r  f rom  s ta rv a t io n ,  f ro m  b e in g  tr am p le d  in  t h e  p an ic  or 

from  f ig h t ing .  R oads lea d in g  from  th e  ca p i t a l  w ere  s t r e w n  

w ith  c o u n t le s s  corpses.

Meanwhile, th e  allied forces were w aiting  in Suanzao. At a 

m ee ting  o f  co m m an d in g  officers in Yuan Shao’s  tent.  Cao Cao 

sa id  to  th o s e  presen t,  "We are h e re  to  o u s t  Dong Zhuo. Now 

t h a t  h e  h a s  a b d u c te d  th e  e m p e r o r  a n d  b u rn e d  d o w n  th e  

palaces,  th e re  is w id esp read  anx ie ty  in th e  coun try .  T h is  is 

ou r  best opportun ity  to  e lim in a te  th e  traitor. Why are we still 

hesitating?"

Cao Cao's im passioned  plea failed to  elicit an en thu s ia s t ic  

response. Even Yuan Shao. th e  leader o f  th e  alliance, show ed 

a p a th y .  No o n e  w a s  w i l l in g  to  b e  t h e  f i r s t  to  l a u n c h  a n  

offensive.

Cao Cao realized tha t  they were more interested in  preserving 

the ir  fighting strength  th an  in  ba tt ling  Dong Zhuo. He decided 

to  go it alone and marched with his five thousand  troops toward 

Chenggao (today’s tow n  o f  Sishui in Xingyang. Henan).

A lerted  o f  Cao C ao 's  a d v a n c e  o n  Chenggao , Dong Z huo  

arrayed h is  troops o n  th e  ban ks  o f  th e  Bian River (sou thw est 

o f  today’s Xingyang in  H enan  I, in  o rd e r  to  In te rcep t h im . No 

so o n e r  h a d  Cao Cao's a rm y reached the  Bian River th a n  Dong 

Zhuo 's  general Xu Rong cu t  it off.

O u tn u m b e re d  by Xu Rong's troops.  Cao Cao's a rm y  w as  

ro u ted  in  th e  very f i rs t  enc o u n te r .  Cao Cao w a s  sh o t  in  th e  

shou lder  by an arrow as h e  rode away in retreat. Another arrow 

th e n  h i t  h is  horse, w h ich  s ta r t led  it  so m u c h  th a t  it panicked 

and  th rew  Cao Cao to  th e  ground.
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CtiOCao Uiimvhes Military Action

Xu Rong's so ld iers  were clos ing in on  Cao Cao. w ho  could 

hear  the ir  b a t t le  cries w ith  increasing clarity. Fortunately, Cao 

Hong arrived in the  nick o f  time. H e  ju m p e d  o f f  h is  horse  and 

helped  Cao Cao to  h is  feet; they  were able to  ride o f f  together 

on  Cao Hong's  horse  to  safety.

W hen Cao Cao re tu rn ed  to  Suanzao a f te r  su f fe r ing  heavy  

losses, he found th e  o th e r  all ied forces still ho ld ing back their 

t ro o p s ,  w h i le  th e i r  g e n e ra ls  w e re  d r i n k in g  a n d  ca ro u s in g  

w i th o u t  giving any th o u g h t  to  f ighting Dong Zhuo.

Filled w ith  ind igna tion  h e  w ent to  w h e re  Yuan S hao  and 

o th e r s  w ere  hav ing  a feast a n d  rep roached  them . "You have 

com e here w i th  your  tro op s  ostensib ly  to  o u s t  a usurper,  bu t  

you are w avering  a n d  tak ing  a w ait-and-see  a t t i tud e .  You’ve 

le t th e  c o u n try  d o w n  and  I feel a sh am ed  for you!"

Very soon  th e  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  tro op s  cam ping  

in Suanzao had  dep le ted  all the ir  food ra t ions  and  d ispersed.

T h is  experience  co nv inced  Cao Cao tha t  h e  w ould  no t  be 

able  to  accom p lish  m u ch  i f  he  c o n t in u e d  to  a sso c ia te  w ith  

t h e s e  m en . He w e n t  a lon e  to  Y angzh ou  (so u th  o f  t h e  Huai 

River and th e  Yangtze in  Jiangsu) to  raise a n  army w ith  a view 

to  re tu rn in g  in the  future.
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3- W ang Y un  S nares D ong Z huo

Dong Z huo  h a d  a lready pres ided  over  th e  ex ecu t io n  o f  a 

large n u m b e r  o f  o ff ic ia ls  in  Luoyang. b u t  a f t e r  th e  m ove  to  

C h an g 'an  h e  b e c a m e  even  m o re  o f  a ty r a n t .  O ff ic ia ls  a n d  

m ili tary  off icers  h a d  to  c h o o se  th e i r  w o rd s  very carefully  in 

Dong Zhuo's presence because  if they off ended  h im  they  risked 

th e i r  necks. Some m in is te rs  en te r ta ined  a secre t  desire  to  get 

rid of th i s  scoundrel,  i f  on ly  to  ensure  th e i r  ow n  survival.

D ong Z h u o  h a d  a t r u s t e d  s u b a l t e r n  c a l l e d  LQ Bu. a 

r e n o w n e d  w a r r io r  w i th  a m a z in g  p h y s i c a l  s t r e n g t h  a n d  

ou ts tan d in g  archery and  equestrian  skills. He had a t  an earlier 

t im e  served u n d e r  Ding Y uan, governor o f  Bingzhou. W hen 

Dong Zhuo marched in to  Luoyang. Ding Yuan was in  com m and  

o f  th e  troops d e fen d in g  th e  capita l.  Dong Z huo  began to  ply 

Lu Bu w ith  p rec io us  g if ts  in  o rd e r  to  enco u rag e  h im  to kill 

Ding Y uan .  Lu Bu s u c c u m b e d  to Dong Z h u o 's  o f f e r s  a n d  

betrayed Ding Yuan.

Dong Z huo  adopted  Lii Bu as his godson and  even en trus ted  

h is  personal safety to  h im . and  from th a t  t im e  onw ard  Lu Bu 

would follow Dong Zhuo a round  like a sh ad o w  in  his capacity  

a s  b o d y g u a rd .  H is  b r a w n  a n d  b rave ry  s e rv ed  to  ac t  a s  a 

d e te r ren t  to  a t t e m p ts  o n  Dong Zhuo 's  life.

M eanw hile ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  e d u c a t io n  W an g  Yun was 

d e te rm in e d  to  e l im in a te  Dong Zhuo. He k n ew  t h a t  to  get at 

Dong Zhuo. h e  m u s t  f i rs t  o f  all get p a s t  Lu Bu. He there fore  

inv i ted  Lii Bu to  h is  ho m e  for frequen t ge t- toge thers  to  cha t
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over a glass o f  wine. As tim e  w ent on, W ang Yun’s fr iendsh ip  

w o n  o v e r  Lu Bu. w h o  b e g a n  to  reveal th e  t r u t h  a b o u t  h is  

re la t io nsh ip  w ith  Dong Zhuo.

I t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e i r  f a th e r - s o n  

re la t ion sh ip ,  t h e  irasc ib le  Dong Z h u o  w o u ld  o f ten  v e n t  h is  

fury on  Lii Bu w h e n  h e  felt even th e  s l igh tes t  f rus tra tion .  In 

o ne  ins tance  Dong Zhuo hurled a halberd at Lii Bu for a defiant 

com m ent.  Had it  no t  been  for Lii Bus agility and  quick reflexes, 

h e  would have  been seriously injured.

Lii Bu apo log ized  to  Dong Z h u o  a f t e r  t h e  in c id e n t  and  

received absolution  but th e  inc ident rankled in  h i s  heart.  After 

hea r in g  th i s .  W ang Y un  th e n  to ld  Lii Bu a b o u t  h is  p lan  to 

a ssass ina te  Dong Zhuo. "Dong Zhuo is  an enem y  o f  the  s ta te  

and  needs to  be removed from power. Can you help by offering 

support from th e  inside?"

However. Lii Bu bec am e  h e s i ta n t  a t  th e  idea o f  ha rm in g  

Dong Zhuo. "I am  h is  a d o p te d  son. H ow  c a n  a  so n  kill h is  

fa ther?

Shak ing  h i s  h ead ,  W ang Y u n  said . "My general ,  d o n ' t  be 

ridiculous! Your su rn a m e  is Lii a n d  h is  is Dong. You are not 

re la ted  by blood. Besides, w h e re  w as  h i s  fa th e r ly  a f fec tion  

w h en  h e  hurled  th e  ha lberd  a t  you?"

Lii Bu found  W ang Yun’s  analysis to  make sense and  agreed 

to  be a  party  to  th e  plot.

O ne  d a y  in  192 AD. E m p e ro r  X ian, w h o  h a d  re c e n t ly  

recovered from an il lness, called a meeting  o f  h is  m in is te rs  in 

W e iy a n g  P alace .  As a  p r e c a u t io n  a g a in s t  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  

a t tem p ts .  Dong Z huo  w ore  a rm o r  u n der  h is  official robe and 

dep lo yed  tw o  so l id  w alls  o f  a rm ed  g u a rd s  to  fo rm  a secure
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Wang Yun Snares Dong Zhuo

corr ido r  a ro u n d  h im , leading all th e  w ay  to  th e  palace. With 

Lu Bu p ro tec t in g  h im  w ith  a lance  j u s t  a s te p  b e h in d .  Dong 

Z huo  felt h e  w as  fully pro tec ted  a n d  secure.

How was he to  know  tha t Wang Yun and Lu Bu had already 

agreed on a  plan? LO Bu p lan ted  a  n u m b e r  o f  t ru s ted  warriors 

am on g  th e  gua rds  m ann in g  the  secure  corr idor a t  the  gate  of 

th e  palace. As soon  a s  Dong Zhuo 's  carriage w ent th rough  the 

gate, so m e o n e  th r u s t  a  ha lberd  a t  h is  ches t .  However, i t  d id  

not pierce th e  a rm o r  he wore benea th  h is  robe.

Dong Zhuo 's  a rm  was w ou nd ed  as h e  raised it to  parry the 

th rus t .  Braving th e  pain, h e  ju m p ed  from his carriage and  cried. 

"Where is  Lu Bu?"

Lu Bu stepped o u t  from behind  th e  carriage and announced 

in a  b oo m in g  voice, "By im peria l edict .  I am  here  to  ta k e  the  

tra i to r  Dong Zhuo!"

W hen h e  saw  th a t  h e  h ad  been  betrayed by h is  son. Dong 

Z huo  railed at Lti Bu, “You d og  o f  a slave! I d a re  you to..."

Yet before he had t im e  to  finish th e  sentence. Lii B us  raised 

lance  h a d  a lready  pierced Dong Z h u o 's  th ro a t .  T he  soldiers  

sw arm ed  tow ard  Dong Z huo  a n d  cu t  o f f  h is  head.

3 5
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4. Cao Cao D iscusses H eroes 

over W ine

Since Dong Zhuo's death , th e  Eastern Han dynasty had been 

on  its last legs. With the loss o f  central control over many o f  the 

regions, local bureaucrats and  gentry took advantage o f  the  power 

v a c u u m  to  g rab  s p h e r e s  o f  in f lu e n c e  a n d  e s ta b l i s h  s e m i 

independent kingdom o f  varying sizes. The more powerful local 

rulers included Yuan Shao o f  Jizhou. Yuan Shu o f  Nanyang. Liu 

Biao o f  Jingzhou (straddling today's Hubei and  H un an  Provinces 

and parts o f  Henan. Guizhou. Guangdong and Guangxi). Tao Qian 

o f  X uzhou  ( th e  p a r t  o f  J ia n g su  n o r th  o f  t h e  Y ang tze  and  

sou theastern  Shandong) and  Lu Bu. They were in perpetual turf 

wars w ith  o ne  another ,  engulf ing  th e  co u n try  in  tu rm oil and 

claiming the  lives o f  h u n d re d s  o f  tho u san d s  o f  civilians. Many 

tow ns and  villages were left deserted and  in ruins.

Cao Cao's force started ou t  small. After defeating th e  Yellow 

T u rb a n s  t h a t  c a p tu re d  Y anzh ou  ( the  s o u th w e s te rn  part  of 

today's Shandong and  the eastern part of Henan), he established 

a foo tho ld  there .  From am o n g  th e  Yellow T u rb a n s  t h a t  had 

su rrendered  to  him. h e  se lec ted  th e  best so ld iers  to  augm ent 

h is  armed force. He w en t  on to  defeat Tao Qian and  LO Bu and 

establish  a powerful regime o f  h is  own.

In 196 AD, Cao Cao installed Emperor Xian o f  the  Han dynasty 

in Xucheng. which thus  became the  interim capital of the Eastern 

Han dynasty  and was nam ed Xudu C'du" m eans capital).
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Cao Cao b u il t  a  pa lace  for Em peror Xian in Xudu so th a t  

t h e  e m pero r  cou ld  ho ld  co u r t  there .  Cao Cao n a m e d  h im se lf  

General in -ch ie f  a n d  w as  th e  real pow er  b e h in d  th e  th rone.  

He assu red  th e  supp ly  of ra t ions  for h is  t roops  by c rea t ing  a 

sy s te m  co m b in in g  garr ison  d u ty  w i th  land  cu l t iv a t io n ,  and  

by s u r r o u n d in g  h im s e l f  w i th  c ap ab le  a d v is e r s  h e  fu r th e r  

enlarged h is  pow er base.

In  th e  year o f  Emperor Xian's arrival in Xudu. Liu Bei. the 

go vern o r  o f  X uzhou . cam e  to  Cao Cao to  o f fe r  h i s  se rv ices  

following h is  defeat by Yuan Shu and  Lii Bu. w ho  had m oun ted  

a coord ina ted  a ttack  aga ins t  him.

Liu Bei was from the  Zhuo Com m andery  o f  Hebei (today's 

Z huo  C oun ty  in  Hebei) a n d  w a s  d escen d ed  from  t h e  royalty  

of th e  W e s te rn  Han dy n as ty .  His f a t h e r  had  d ied  w hen  he 

w as  a ch ild  a n d  had  left b eh in d  a n  im poverished  h ouseho ld  

su b s is t in g  on m eager ea rn in gs  b rough t in  by Liu Bei a n d  his 

m o th e r  from selling sho es  and  weaving mats. With he lp  from 

h is  c lansm en ,  h e  was la te r  able  to  acqu ire  a b as ic  educa t ion  

from  a local tu to r .  H ow ever ,  h i s  real in te re s t  d id  n o t  lie in 

learning b u t  in  fighting for great causes. Two prosperous horse 

trad e rs  pass ing  th ro ug h  the  Z h u o  C om m an dery  got to  know 

Liu Bei a n d  developed  a h igh  regard for h im . T hey  provided 

fu n d in g  for h i s  effor t  to  raise an  army.

T h e  e f fo r t  a t t r a c te d  tw o  m e n  eager  to  take  u p  Liu Bei's 

cause: Guan Yu a n d  Z hang  Fei. Liu Bei w as  deep ly  impressed 

by th e i r  c o m b a t  sk i l l s  a n d  th e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  to  th e  sam e  

cause ,  and  soon  d eve loped  a  specia l  a f fec t io n  for th e m . As 

t im e  w en t  by. th e  th ree  becam e closer th a n  brothers.

A fter  Liu Bei jo in e d  forces w i th  Cao Cao. th e y  la u n c h e d
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an  attack  ag a in s t  Lu Bu. a s  a  re su l t  o f  w h ich  Lu Bu's k ingdom  

w as an n ih i la ted .  Upon th e i r  t r iu m p h a n t  re tu rn  to  Xudu, Cao 

Cao re c o m m e n d e d  to  E m p ero r  Xian t h a t  Liu Bei be m a d e  

Left Leader o f  C o u r t  G e n t le m e n .  He s h o w e d  g rea t  r e s p e c t  

fo r  Liu Bei a n d  i n s i s t e d  on  h i s  n e w  f r i e n d ' s  c o m p a n y  

w h e re v e r  h e  w en t.

Liu Bei w as  uneasy  about th e  respect Cao Cao show ed  him. 

s ince  h e  w as  w orried  t h a t  h i s  ow n  a m b i t io n s  m igh t  a rouse  

Cao Cao's suspicions.

Behind  h is  public ly-avowed h igh  regard for Liu Bei, Cao 

Cao w as  privately  keep ing  a close eye  o n  him. He o f ten  sen t 

his  soldiers to  covertly  spy on  Liu Bei. They w ould  invariably 

find h im  p lan t ing  and  w ater ing  vegetables in his garden, and 

failed to  de tec t  any sign o f  susp ic ious goings-on. In th i s  way. 

Cao Cao's fears w ere  gradually  allayed.

One evening. Cao Cao invited Liu Bei to  jo in  h im  for a drink. 

T h e  tw o  o f  t h e m  h a d  a p l e a s a n t  c h a t  o v e r  w in e .  T h e i r  

c o n v e rs a t io n  s eg u ed  from  o n e  th in g  to  a n o th e r  u n t i l  they  

eventually  tu rn ed  to  th e  political s i tu a t io n  o f  th e  country .

"So m an y  a re  f igh ting  for con tro l  o f  th e  coun try .  In  your 

opinion, how  m any  o f  th em  can accurately  be called heroes?" 

Cao Cao asked.

"1 am  no t  sure." Liu Bei replied.

Cao Cao f lashed  a sm ile .  “As 1 see  it , th e re  are on ly  tw o  

h e ro e s  in  th i s  coun try :  you. ho n o rab le  general ,  a n d  myself. 

Yuan Shao a n d  th e  like d o n 't  count."

Liu Bei had  already been nervous a bo u t  his  secret dealings 

w i th  Dong Cheng; th i s  p ro n o u n c e m e n t  Irom Cao Cao se n t  a 

chill d ow n  h i s  spine, ca u s in g  h im  to drop  h is  chopsticks.
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C:to Cao Discusses Heroi-. over Wine

A b o lt  o f  l i g h tn in g  f l a sh e d  a c ro s s  t h e  sky  ju s t  a t  th i s  

m om ent,  followed by a  burs t  o f  thunder .  Liu Bei b e n t  do w n  to 

pick up  th e  chops t icks ,  saying. "That c ra sh  o f  th u n d e r  really 

scared th e  w its  o u t  o f  me!"

He w as  th u s  able to  d iss im ula te  th e  d isconcertm en t caused 

by Cao Cao's rem ark  and  Cao Cao did  no t  seem  to de tec t  any 

u n u su a l  reaction  in  Liu Bei.

Afterwards. Liu Bei gave m uch  th o u g h t  to  Cao Cao’s remark 

a b o u t  heroes .  He ca m e  to  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  Cao Cao w as  

trea ting  h im  a s  h is  so le rival a n d  w ou ld  surely no t  m ake  life 

easy for h im . Though h e  kept up  his meetings w ith  Dong Cheng 

to  form a plan to  elim ina te  Cao Cao, he also began looking for 

an  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  leave Xudu.

At t h i s  l im e  Y uan  S h ao  h a p p e n e d  to  s e n d  h is  so n  to  

Qingzhou to  reinforce Yuan Shu's army: he  w ould  have to  pass 

th rough Xuzhou o n  h is  way. Knowing th a t  Liu Bei was familiar 

w ith  th a t  area. Cao Cao se n t  h im  to  in te rcep t Yuan Shu. This 

w as  th e  Opportunity he h ad  been  looking for. Liu Bei therefore 

los t  n o  t im e  in  fo l low ing  Cao Cao’s o rd e r s  a n d  tak ing  Guan 

Yu, Zhang Fei and  their  troops on the  road.

W h e n  Cao C ao 's  a d v is e r  G uo  J i a  l e a r n e d  t h a t  Cao Cao 

h a d  allowed Liu Bei to  leave, h e  ru sh e d  over  to  Cao Cao and  

sa id .  "Liu Bei h a s  g rand  a m b i t io n s .  You s h o u l d n ’t h a v e  let 

h im  leave."

Sobered by Guo J ia ’s warning. Cao Cao began to  regret his  

dec is ion  and  im m edia te ly  se n t  his  m en  a f t e r  Liu Bei’s party. 

However, by th is  t im e  Liu Bei w as  o u t  o f  reach.
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Cao Cao Discusses Heroes over W ine

After d e fea t in g  Y uan  Shu and  cap tu r ing  Xuzhou. Liu Bei 

dec ided  n o t  to  re tu rn  to  Xudu. Since Liu Bei h a d  been a good 

g o v e rn o r  o f  th e  reg io n  o f  X uz h o u  in  th e  pas t ,  t h e  nea rby  

co m m a n d e r ie s  a n d  co u n t ie s  sw i tch ed  th e i r  a l leg iance  from 

Cao Cao to  him.

Cao Cao was fu r ious  at Liu Bei's be trayal and  dec ided  to 

personally  lead an  exped it ion  agains t him.

In  th e  fo l low ing  spr ing .  Cao Cao la u n c h e d  a large-scale 

a t tack  against Xuzhou. Liu Bei's troops were too few in  n um ber  

to  p u t  up  a large sca le  d e fen se  a n d  so o n  buck led  u n d e r  Cao 

Cao 's  o ffens iv e .  Liu Bei had  n o  a l t e rn a t iv e  b u t  to  ab a n d o n  

Xuzhou a n d  take  h is  troops to  J izhou  to  jo in  Yuan Shao.

4 5
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5- T he B attle o f  G uandu

Liu Bei’s (l ight to  Jizhou  (so u thw es t  o f  today's Linzhang in 

H ebe i)  f in a l ly  c o n v in c e d  Y u an  S h a o  t h a t  Cao Cao w a s  a 

formidable  fo e  and  so he  steeled his resolve to  cap tu re  Xudu.

In 200 AD, Yuan Shao crea ted  a 100,ooo-strong e li te  force 

w ith  Ju S hou  a s  Army Supervisor to  m arch  to  Liyang (today’s 

Ju n  County  in  Henan). He first o rdered  General Yan Liang to  

cross th e  Yellow River to  a t tack  Baima (today's H ua  County in 

Henan).

At th is  time, Cao Cao had  already re turned to  Guandu with 

h is  troops. W hen h e  learned o f  th e  siege o f  Baima. h e  w an ted  

to  head s tra igh t to  th e  scene o f  th e  ba tt le  to  lift th e  siege. His 

adviser Xun You w arned  h im  agains t it."We are ou tn um b ered  

by th e  enem y. In s tead  o f  c o n f ro n t in g  th e m  we c ou ld  d iver t  

part o f  ou r  troops to  go w est and  p re tend  to  cross  th e  river at 

Yanjin. Th is  w ould  draw  Yuan Shao 's  main force aw ay to  the  

west. We would th en  send a  light cavalry to  attack  Baima w hen  

they  least expect it."

Cao Cao decided to  ado p t  the  diversionary tactic suggested 

by Xun You. W hen Y uan  Shao  h e a rd  th a t  Cao Cao p lanned  to 

cross th e  river at Yanjin. h e  se n t  a large force to  head  Cao Cao 

off. l i t t le  k n o w in g  th a t  th e  la t te r  h a d  led a l igh t cavalry to 

attack  Baima. T he  Yuan arm y  u n der  th e  co m m an d  o f  General 

Yan Liang th a t  was laying siege to  Baima was caught o f f  guard 

and  rou ted  by th e  Cao army. General Yan w a s  kil led a n d  th e  

siege o f  Baima w as  lifted.



ж м м м с т й в , .  т т т т

« ■ - й р - й - й л ш ф .  Е л и й - с - а * .  

ш .  ъ в т т ъ ,  т ъ ъ ш м т ъ Ф ,  я ж * щ х  

Ш Ш К ^ Я Я П Ш .  Й В * « ,  Е Й 6М . Й ^ | 51Ж Й Ш Ш .

в С Й А Ж « # й Ш 6 ® Ш « .  В Ч Й ± «  

T ^ « t .  l f c ^ * i U « T f f l i i .  Я Й Й Й ^ ^ ^ Я М Ы Р Й .

х д м й ^ е я ж # ,  # j * L i * # ^ .  1 к ъ ъ т е . & » &  

Г .  « 1 Ж ± 1 Й ^ « $ $ т ± Й < 1 ^ 8 8 .  w #  - f ^ - t ,  л ж «

Ж 5Р * ^ 5 « б 1 , # * # - t S $ A « r .  Z

я & и и а ш ^ - ж т я й й ,

s i a - s # ^ T f f i ¥ T 6 < j a f t .  х д и  

й * # ,  Ж $ # ± « П - # 8 5 й!Е*С. Е й Ж Ш ^ Ж * # .  -

B I ? 8 ® W ¥ S



Bat Lie o f  (

Yuan Shao  w as  furious w hen  he learned th a t  Cao Cao had 

lifted th e  siege of Baima. Ju  Shou, the  Army Supervisor, advised 

Y uan  Shao  to  s en d  on ly  part  o f  h i s  t roops  to  fight Cao Cao. 

w hile  keep ing  h is  m ain  force s o u th  o f  Yanjin. However, the  

d is t rau gh t  Yuan Shao  d ism issed  Ju  Shou 's  idea a n d  ordered  

all o f  h is  troops to  cross th e  river in p u rsu it  o f  Cao Cao's army. 

He th en  pu t  General W en Chou in  charge  o f  o f  six  th o u san d  

cava lrym en. As Cao Cao w ith d re w  h is  forces from Baima to 

march toward Guandu. he received intelligence th a t  Yuan Shao 

w as  h o t  on h is  trail . He se t  u p  a n  a m b u s h  o f  s ix  h u n d re d  

cavalrymen near  th e  s o u th  h ills o f  Yanjin. w i th  in s tru c t io n s  

to  u n sa d d le  th e  ho rses  a n d  let th e m  loose  to  roam  th e  hills. 

T h e  so ld ie rs  w ere  a lso  to  leave th e i r  w e a p o n s  a n d  s u i t s  o f  

a rm o r  s t rew n  about on t h e  ground.

W hen Wen C hou 's  cavalrymen reached the  sou th  hil ls  and  

saw  th e  a b a n d o n e d  h o rs e s  a n d  w eap on s ,  th ey  w e re  led to 

believe th a t  the  fleeing Cao force was far in th e  dis tance. W hen 

Wen Chou ordered his so ldiers to  retrieve th e  w eapons  strew n 

a b o u t  o n  th e  g ro u n d ,  six  h u n d re d  a m b u s h e r s  le ap t  o u t  o f  

h id ing to  attack  them . T he  Yuan troops were taken by surprise 

a n d  su f fe red  heavy  casu a l t ie s ,  w h i le  W en C h ou  w a s  kil led 

before he h ad  t im e  to  figure ou t  w h a t  w as  happening.

Yuan Shao h ad  lost two generals. Yan Liang and  Wen Chou, 

in  tw o  b a t t le s—m ora le  th e re fo re  s an k  very low a m o n g  th e  

Yuan troops. Yet Yuan Shao refused to  take it lying dow n and  

ins is ted  o n  pursu ing  Cao Cao. Ju  Shou, th e  Army Supervisor, 

said . "jVe may have  a greater n u m b er  o f  troops, b u t  they  lack 

th e  fierce fighting  spirit o f  th e  Cao army. Cao Cao’s troops are 

fierce fighters on the  batt leground. However, we have  a larger
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supply o f  ra t io n s  th a n  they  do. We shou ld  w ail  here  un ti l  the 

Cao force runs  o u t  o f  supplies.  T hey  will move o u t  o f  here  of 

th e i r  ow n  accord w hen  th a t  happens."

Ignoring Ju  S hou 's  advice once  again. Yuan Shao  ordered  

h is  troops to  c o n t in u e  the ir  m arch  un ti l  they cam e to  Guandu. 

w h e re  th ey  p i t c h e d  th e i r  ten ts .  By t h a t  t im e .  Cao Cao h ad  

re tu rned  to  Guandu and  f in ished deploying h is  troops b eh ind  

s tockades  and  o th e r  defenses.

Seeing  t h a t  t h e  Cao tro o p s  h ad  b a r r ic ad ed  th em se lves .  

Yuan Shao  o rd e red  h is  so ld ie rs  to  c o n s t ru c t  e a r th  m o u n d s  

and  h igh  s t ru c tu res  o u ts id e  th e  Cao ca m p  so th a t  they  could 

sh o o t  a r ro w s  in to  it  from a h igh  van tag e  po in t .  T h is  m e a n t  

t h a t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n s i d e  t h e  C ao  c a m p  w e r e  fo r c e d  to  

con as tan t ly  move a ro u n d  b eh ind  shields.

In  response . Cao Cao an d  h is  adv ise rs  dev ised  a c a tapu lt  

t h a t  c o u ld  h u r l  large s to n e s  w e ig h in g  a d o z e n  j i n  w h e n  a 

m ec han ism  on  it w as  released. T he  s to n es  sm a sh e d  th e  high 

s t r u c tu r e s  b u i l t  by th e  Y uan  troo ps ,  m a n y  o f  w h o m  w ere  

injured by th e  flying projectiles.

Yuan Shao  th en  coun te red  w i th  a n o th e r  stra tagem. Under 

co ver  o f  n ig h t ,  h e  h a d  h is  s o ld ie r s  d ig  a  tu n n e l ,  w i th  th e  

in ten t io n  o f  using  i t  for a s te a l th  a ttack .  However, th e  secret 

u n d e r ta k in g  d id  n o t  escap e  th e  no t ice  o f  th e  Cao c a m p  and 

Cao Cao in s t ruc ted  h is  so ld ie rs  to  dig a long, d ee p  trench  at 

th e  fron t edge o f  h i s  cam p  to  cu t  o f f  th e  enem y  tun ne l ,  th u s  

thw ar t in g  th e  surprise  a ttack  p lanned  by Yuan Shao.

W hen th e  stand -o ff  a t  G uandu  en te red  its second  m onth ,  

supplies  were beg inn ing  to  becom e deple ted  in  th e  Cao camp, 

a n d  t h e  so ld ie rs  see m ed  increas ing ly  w eary  a n d  w o rn  out.

5 1
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The Battle o f  G uandu

Even Cao Cao s h o w e d  s ign s  o f  n e a r in g  b reak in g  p o in t .  He 

w ro te  to  Xun Yu in Xudu ab ou t  h is  in te n t io n  to  s t a n d  dow n 

a n d  w i th d r a w  h i s  force. Xun Yu w ro te  b ack  u rg in g  h im  to 

ho ld  h is  g ro u n d  at all costs .

In  t h e  m e a n t im e .  Y u a n  S h ao  w a s  re c e iv in g  a s t e a d y  

su p p ly  o f  ra t io n s  fo r  h is  t r o o p s  from  Yecheng. Y uan  S hao  

e n t r u s t e d  h i s  g e n e r a l  C h u n  Y u q io n g  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  o f  

e s c o r t in g  th e  r a t io n s  w i th  ten  t h o u s a n d  troo ps ,  a n d  large 

a m o u n t s  o f  th e m  were  s to red  in W uchao .  4o  li f rom  G uandu .

H av ing  c o n f i rm e d  th e  in te l l ig e n c e  t h a t  t h e  Cao cam p  

w a s  r u n n i n g  o u t  o f  su p p l ie s .  Y uan  S h ao 's  a d v is e r  Xu You 

p ro p o s e d  t h a t  a sm a l l  fo rce  b e  s e n t  to  l a u n c h  a su rp r i s e  

a t t a c k  o n  X u d u .  b y p a s s in g  G u a n d u .  T h e  id ea  m e t  a co ld  

r e c e p t io n  from  Y u an  S hao .  "No! I w a n t  to  d e f e a t  Cao Cao 

first!" h e  said .

J u s t  a s  Xu You go t  ready  to  m a k e  a f u r t h e r  e f f o r t  to  

p e r s u a d e  Y u an  S h a o  o f  t h e  s o u n d n e s s  o f  h i s  id ea .  Y uan  

S h ao  rece ived  a le t te r  f ro m  Y echeng . It  in fo rm e d  h im  th a t  

s o m e o n e  from  Xu Y ou 's  h o u se h o ld  h ad  b roken  th e  law and  

h a d  b e e n  a r r e s te d  b y  th e  loca l a u th o r i t i e s .  A f te r  r e a d in g  

t h e  le t te r ,  Y uan  S h ao  b egan  to  s h o u t  a t  h i s  adv iser .

Filled w i th  h u r t  a n d  rancor ,  Xu You rem em bered  h is  old 

fr ien d  Cao Cao a n d  t h a t  very n ig h t  h e  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  Yuan 

c a m p  to  go o v e r  to  Cao Cao.

Cao Cao had  ta k e n  o f f  h i s  b o o ts  a n d  w as  g e t t in g  ready  

for bed  in  h i s  te n t  w h e n  he w as  to ld  t h a t  Xu You h ad  co m e  

to  o f f e r l i i s  serv ice . H e  w a s  so  e x c i t e d  t h a t  h e  ru s h e d  ou t  

barefoo t to  g ree t  Xu You. saying. “Very good! W ith  your  he lp  

I h av e  a b e t t e r  c h a n c e  o f  success ."
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The В, Gimndu

After s i t t in g  dow n. Xu You said . "Yuan Shao is  preparing 

a s tron g  offensive. How do  you plan to  dea l w i th  h im ? How 

m u ch  d o  you have  in the  way o f  supplies?"

"We have  enougli for a  year." Cao Cao replied.

Xu You laughed. "No. really?"

"No. w e  h a v e  j u s t  e n o u g h  fo r  s ix  m o n t h s . "  C ao  Cao 

corrected  himself.

Feigning anger,  Xu You asked. "Don t you  w ish  to  defeat  

Y uan  Shao? Why d o  you lie to  an  old friend?"

C ao  Cao f in a l ly  to ld  t h e  t r u th .  "To b e  f r a n k  w i th  you, 

o u r  r a t i o n s  will  o n ly  la s t  a  m o n th .  W h a t  d o  y ou  t h i n k  we 

s h o u ld  do?"

“I have  heard  a b o u t  th e  cr i tical p ligh t you  a re  in. I have 

co m e  to  you w ith  va luab le  in fo rm at io n .  Yuan Shao  h a s  ten  

thousand  carts  o f  rations and w eapons s to red  in Wuchao. They 

are m ain ta ined  u nd er  lax guard by the  troops o f  C hun  Yuqiong. 

All you need to  d o  is  a t tack  W uchao  w i th  a  light cavalry and  

to rch  all h is  ra t ions. W ith in  th ree  days  h is  force will c rum ble  

w i th o u t  a  sh o t  fired." Xu You replied.

A f te r  r e c e iv in g  t h i s  im p o r t a n t  in te l l ig e n c e ,  Cao Cao 

immediately sum m oned  Xun You and Cao Hong. He gave them 

in s t r u c t i o n s  to  d e f e n d  th e  b a r r a c k s  at G u a n d u  w h i le  h e  

h im se lf  led five thou san d  cavalrymen on a night march toward 

W uchao. They carried flags and  s ta n d a rd s  o f  th e  Yuan army, 

and  w h en ev e r  they  w ere  challenged  by sen t in e ls  they  would 

say they  h a d  been s e n t  by Yuan Shao  to  re in fo rce  W uchao . 

The u n su spec t in g  Y uan  sen t in e ls  let th e m  through .

O nce in Wuchao. Cao Cao’s  troops surrounded  the  granaries 

and  s ta r te d  a huge  fire t h a t  des t ro y ed  ten  th o u s a n d  ca r ts  of
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g r a in s .  W h e n  C h u n  Y u q io n g ,  t h e  g e n e ra l  g u a r d i n g  th e  

granaries ,  arr ived to  engage th e  enem y, he w as  kil led by th e  

Cao troops.

W hen  n e w s  o f  th e  b laze  in  W u c h a o  re a c h e d  th e  Y u an  

troops in  Guandu. they were th row n  into a panic. T w o o f  Yuan 

Shao 's generals. Zhang He and  Gao Lan, surrendered with their 

tro op s  to  the  Cao camp. Emboldened by th i s  success, th e  Cao 

troops launched a fierce offensive th a t  routed th e  Yuan troops. 

Yuan Shao  an d  h is  so n  Yuan Tan d id  no t  even  have  t im e  to 

d on  their a rm or before they took the  rem aining eight hundred  

cavalrym en w ith  th e m  on  a  no r th w a rd  flight.

Yuan Shao 's  m a in  force w as  a n n ih i la te d  in th i s  decis ive 

batt le .  Tw o years  later. Yuan Shao d ied .  After a n o th e r  seven 

y e a r s  o f  f igh t ing .  Cao Cao f in a l ly  w ip e d  o u t  Y uan  S hao 's  

rem ain ing  forces a n d  unif ied  n o r th  China.
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6 . Sun  Ce T akes Control 

o f  J ian g d o n g

W hen Cao Cao and  Y uan S hao  w ere  slugg ing  it  ou t in th e  

n o r th , a  se p a ra te  reg im e ro se  a n d  g rew  s tro n g e r  u n d e r  th e  

b ro th e rs  Sun  Ce and  Sun Q uan in J ia n g d o n g  (in th e  low er 

reaches o f  th e  Y angtze River).

Sun  Ce's fa th e r  Sun  J ia n  w as g o v ern o r o f  C h an g sh a  and  

had  served u n d e r  Y uan S hu . A fter Sun J ia n 's  d e a th . S u n  Ce 

w en t over to  Y uan Shu w ith  h is troops. Y uan Shu took a liking 

to  th is  h an d so m e  young  m an and  w as o ften  heard  to  say, “I f  I 

h ad  a  son  like Sun Ce. I w ould  a sk  no m ore o f  life."

D e sp ite  t h i s  p ro fe s s e d  good  w ill. Y uan  S h u  d id  no t 

particu larly  va lue  Sun Ce's services. Sun Ce w ished  to  becom e 

a co m m an d e ry  governor, b u t Y uan S hu  w ou ld  n o t p rom o te  

h im  to  th is  position . Sun Ce had  a m a te rna l u n c le  ca lled  Wu 

Jing, w ho  had  been  governor o f  D anyang (today  s X uancheng  

in A nhui) in  J ian g d o n g , b u t  w as forced  o u t by Liu You, th e  

governor o f  th e  region o f  Yangzhou. Sun Ce asked  Yuan Shu 's 

perm ission  to  go to  Jiangdong  to  h e lp  h is  unc le  fight Liu You. 

Y uan Shu  agreed to  ass ign  o n e  th o u sa n d  so ld ie rs  to  S un  Ce. 

b u t only  because  h e  h a d  a personal grudge ag a in s t Liu You.

As Sun Ce m oved so u th  w ith  h is troops, m any people along 

th e  w ay offered th e ir  services to  him . By th e  tim e  they  reached 

Liyang (today 's H e C ounty in A nhui), th e ir  ranks had  sw elled 

to  m o re  th a n  fiv e  th o u s a n d .  Sun  C e 's  fo rce  w as  fu r th e r
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Sun Ce Takes Control of Jianqdoii!

augm en ted  by th e  m en  b rough t in by Z hou Yu. a  c lose friend  

o f  h is s ince  ch ildhood .

Sun Ce's b ravery  in  b a ttle , h is  m artia l sk ills  and  th e  iron 

d isc ip line  h e  im posed on liis troops earned h im  a lot o f  popular 

support. T h is  enab led  h im  to  bring  h is troops acro ss th e  river 

in good tim e  no t only  to  d e fe a t Liu Y ou's forces a n d  recover 

Danyang. b u t a lso  to  cap tu re  th e  Wu and  Guiji C om m anderies. 

As a resu lt o f  th is  ac tion . Sun Ce succeeded  in tak ing  con tro l 

o f  a v as t a rea  covering six  co m m an d erie s  in  Jiangdong.

A fter ga in ing  co n tro l o f  Jiangdong . th e  a m b itio u s  Sun Ce 

began a no rthw ard  expansion. As Cao Cao and  Yuan Shao were 

locked in  a s ta n d -o ff  a t  G uandu . h e  began  p lan n in g  a  sneak  

a tta ck  on X udu to  tak e  E m peror Xian u n d e r  h is  w ing. W hen 

troop  deploym ents and  logistical p reparations for th e  operation 

w ere u n d er way. how ever, som eth ing  unexpected  happened .

It all began w ith  Sun Ce’s killing  o f  Xu Gong, th e  governor 

o f  th e  Wu C om m andery . T he in c id en t had  ea rn ed  Sun  Ce the 

e n m ity  o f Xu G ong 's re ta in e r s ,  w h o  a m b u s h e d  S un  C e's 

h u n tin g  p arty  in a heav ily  fo res ted  h ill. Sun Ce w as sh o t in 

th e  face by an  arrow  from  o n e  o f  th e  am bushers.

T h e  w o u n d  p ro v e d  s e r io u s  a n d  g o t w o rs e  d e s p i te  

tre a tm e n t. K now ing  h e  w oud  n o t su rv iv e  m uch  longer. Sun 

Ce ca lled  to g e th e r  a few  c lo se  a s so c ia te s , in c lu d in g  Z hang  

Zhao, a n d  m ade  a final request. "I have  b u ilt up a pow er base 

h e re  w ith  en o u g h  peop le  and  te rrito ry  to  co m p e te  w ith  my 

rivals. Please h e lp  m y younger b ro th e r to  take over from  me."

Sun Q uan w as only 19 a t  th e  tim e, bu t already enjoyed great 

p re s tig e  a m o n g  th e  o f f ic ia ls  in  J ia n g d o n g  b e c a u se  o f  h is  

n a tu ra l  in c l in a t io n  fo r c u lt iv a t in g  f r ie n d s , a s  w ell a s  th e

6 l
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prem ium  h e  pu t o n  ta len ts . Sun Ce h an d ed  h is  tasse led  seal 

to  Sun Q uan and  m ade h im  p u t it on. 'M y brother!" H e said  to 

h im , "On th e  b a ttle f ie ld  you are  n o  m a tch  for m e. b u t in th e  

a b ility  to  recogn ize  an d  m ake good u se  o f  ta le n te d  peop le  I 

c a n n o t ho ld  a  ca n d le  to  you. M ake su re  you  c a rry  o n  w h a t 

w e've accom plished  in Jiangdong ." W ith  th o se  las t w ords he 

b rea th ed  h is la s t breath .

S u n  Q u a n 's  lo n g  la m e n t  a t  S u n  C e 's  d e a th b e d  w as  

i n t e r r u p t e d  by Z h a n g  Z h a o , w h o  m a d e  h im  c h a n g e  

im m ediately  in to  o ffic ia l a ttire  and  ride  th rough  th e  barracks 

on an inspection  to u r in o rd e r to  keep u p  th e  so ld iers ' morale. 

In  th e  m eantim e, a m essenger w as d isp a tch ed  w ith  th e  la test 

new s to  Zhou Yu, w ho w as cam ping  in  Baqiu (today 's Yueyang 

in H unan). T h a t n ig h t. Z hou Yu re tu rn ed  w ith  h is  tro o p s  to 

th e  W uzhong  a rea  an d , to g e th e r w ith  Z hang  Zhao, p rovided 

S un  Q uan w ith  a ll th e  su p p o rt h e  needed.

A lthough  Sun Ce had  by th a t tim e  taken  co n tro l o f  all six 

c o m m a n d e r ie s  o f  J ia n g d o n g , th e r e  w e re  s t i l l  p o c k e ts  o f  

r e s is ta n c e  in  m an y  re m o te  a re a s . H ow ever, th a n k s  to  th e  

devo tion  and  help  o f  Zhang Zhao and  Zhou Yu. Sun Q uan w as 

finally  ab le  to  cem en t h is  contro l.

Sun Q uan  took to  h ea rt h is  b ro th e r 's  las t w ords and  left 

no s to n e  u n tu rn e d  in h is  q u est for ta len ted  people to  help  h is  

cause . Z hou  Yu sa id  to  S un  Q uan , ‘I have  a  fr ien d  ca lled  Lu 

Su. w ho is a know ledgeable and perceptive person, i f  you en list 

h is  services, you w ill never reg re t it."

At Sun Q uan 's inv ita tio n . Lu Su arrived th e  tw o  m en soon 

h it it off. On one  occasion, Sun Q uan asked Lu Su to  stay  a fter 

th e  o th er guests had  left in  order th a t they  m ight talk  in private.
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T h e  H an d y n asty  is  in d ec lin e  and  anarchy  reigns in  th e  

country ." Sun Q uan  began. "I w an t to  carry on figh ting  for th e  

cau se  my b ro th e r and m y fa th e r fought for. 1 w an t to  em u la te  

th e  a n c ie n t Duke H uan  o f  Qi a n d  Duke W en o f  J in  and  h e lp  

I he em p ero r to  project im perial pow er far and  w ide. W hat do 

you th ink?"

"I've care fu lly  s tu d ie d  th e  s i tu a t io n  in  th is  co u n try  and 

have com e to  believe th a t it is no  longer possib le  fo r th e  H an 

d y n a s ty  to  re tu rn  to  i ts  fo rm er g lories." Lu Su rep lied . "Cao 

Cao h as grow n too  pow erful to  be easily  e lim in a ted . I believe 

it is in  you r in te re s t for th e  m om en t to  co n so lid a te  you r hold 

on J iangdong  a n d  b id e  you r tim e. Cao Cao is a t th e  m om ent 

to o  busy  dealing  w ith  en em ies in  th e  n o rth  to  pay any  no tice 

to  us. T h is  is  an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  a tta c k  Liu Biao a n d  cap tu re  

Jingzhou . T he conquest o f  th e  w hole co un try  w ill com e later. 

I t 's  a  w o rth y  cau se  th a t  b rin g s  to  m in d  E m peror Gao o f  th e  

H an dynasty ."

Sun Q uan 's sp irit w as lifted  and  h is hea rt w arm ed by th is  

analysis. T h an k s to  Sun Q uan 's ability  to  recognize and  value 

ta le n t. J ian g d o n g  th r iv e d  u n d e r  a  m erito cracy  o f  n u m ero u s  

o u ts ta n d in g  civ il o ffic ia ls  and  m ilitary  officers.

In  o rd e r to  c o u rt th e  su p p o r t o f  S un  Q uan, Cao Cao had 

th e  im p eria l co u rt n am e  h im  Z heng  Lu (" the  v a n q u is h e r  o f  

barbarians") General w ith  doub le  d u ty  as th e  governor o f  Guiji. 

From th e n  on . Sun Q uan  so lid ified  h is  p o sitio n  a s  h ead  o f  a 

d e  facto  sep a ra te  regim e.
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to  th e  Thatch

7. Liu Bei’s T hree  V isits  to  

th e  T h a tc h e d  H u t

A fter th e  b a tt le  o f  G uandu , Liu Bei fled  to  th e  reg ion  o f  

J in g z h o u  for Liu B iao 's p ro te c tio n . Liu Biao a ss ig n ed  som e 

tro o p s  to  h im  a n d  th e n  s e n t h im  to  X inye (to d ay 's  X inye 

C ounty  in Henan).

Liu Bei spen t several years in Jingzhou. D espite th e  special 

tre a tm e n t acco rd ed  h im  by Liu Biao. th e  a m b itio u s  Liu Bei 

never s topped  f re ttin g  ab o u t h is  fa ilu re  to  acco m p lish  w h a t 

he had  se t o u t to  do.

On one  occasion  h e  w as overcom e w ith  em o tio n  and  w as 

un ab le  to  ho ld  back  h is  tears. W hen asked  by Liu Biao w hat 

w as b o th e rin g  h im , Liu Bei rep lied . "I u sed  to  have  pow erful 

m usc les in  m y legs because  I w as a lw ays rid in g  in  battle , b u t 

th e  sed en ta ry  life 1 n ow  lead  h as ad d ed  flab  to  m y th ig h s . I 

am  sad d en ed  to  realize th a t as tim e  flies and  a s  I age I haven 't 

accom plished  m uch  in life."

Liu Biao o ffe red  som e so o th in g  w ords, b u t Liu Bei could  

n o t ta k e  h is  m ind  fro m  h is  p la n s  fo r th e  fu tu re . H e so o n  

decided  th a t he needed  a  good adviser.

As soon  as he learned  th a t a m an  o f  renow n and  learn ing  

called  Sim a H ui resided  in X iangyang. h e  paid  h im  a personal 

v isit. Sim a Hui received h im  courteously  and  asked abou t the 

pu rpose  o f  th e  v isit.

"As a  m a tte r  o f  fa c t 1 have  com e ex p ress ly  to  h e a r  your

б ?
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a n a ly s is  o l th e  p o litic a l s i tu a t io n  in  th i s  c o u n try ."  Liu Bei 

said .

T h is  triggered a  b u rs t o f  laugh ter from  S im a Hui. "W hat is 

a  very o rd inary  person  like m e to  know  abou t th e  s ta te  o f  the 

c o u n try ?  T o  a c h ie v e  d o m in io n  o l th e  c o u n try  y o u  n eed  a 

to p n o tch  m ind  an d  ta le n ts  o f  th e  h ig h es t calibre."

Liu Bei begged S im a Hui to  p o in t h im  to  su c h  p e rso n s . 

"W here can  I find  th e  k ind  o f  ta le n t you  a re  referring  to?"

"We have in  th is  v ic in ity  a W olong (crouching  dragon) and 

a Fengchu  (fledgling phoenix). E ither o f  th em  cou ld  h e lp  you 

gain  con tro l o f  th e  country ." Sim a Hui replied.

Liu Bei c o u ld  n o t w a it to  k n o w  w h o  th is  W olong  and  

Fengchu  w ere. S im a Hui to ld  h im  th a t  th e  W olong w en t by 

th e  nam e o f  Zhuge Liang, also  know n by th e  courtesy  nam e o f  

K ongm ing; th e  F engchu  w as  c a lle d  Pang T ong , w ith  th e  

co u rtesy  n am e  o f  Shiyuan.

Liu Bei th an k ed  Sim a Hui a n d  re tu rn ed  to  Xinye. w here  a 

sc h o la r  cam e to  v is it h im . T h e  v is ito r 's  a ir o f  se lf-a ssu ran ce  

and  com posure  prom pted  Liu Bei to  conc lude  th a t h e  m u s t be 

e ith e r  th e  W olong o r  th e  Fengchu. T h e  c a lle r  w as th e re fo re  

w arm ly received.

Som e tim e  in to  th e  co n v e rsa tio n  it w as  learned  th a t th e  

v is ito r  s n a m e  w as  Xu S hu . H e w as  a local in te lle c tu a l and  

had  com e to  o ffe r h is  se rv ices to  Liu Bei a f te r  le a rn in g  th a t 

th e  la tte r  w as rec ru itin g  ta len ted  m en.

Liu Bei gladly took  h im  in  as an  adviser.

"I h av e  an  o ld  fr ien d  ca lled  Z huge K ongm ing. popu larly  

know n a s  th e  W olong. Are you w illing  to  m eet w ith  him ?" Xu 

S h u  asked.
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From Xu Sim. Liu Bei found o u t de ta ils  about Zhuge Liang's 

life. It tu rn ed  o u t Zhuge Liang w as no t a n a tive  o f  th a t p a rt of 

th e  co u n try , b u t  h a d  co m e  from  Y angdu  C o u n ty  (so u th  of 

today 's Y ishui County in Shandong) o f  th e  Langya Commandery. 

H is fa th er had  d ied  w hen  h e  w as in  h is  teens. H is uncle  Zhuge 

X uan. w ho w as a friend of Liu Biao. had decided to  bring h im  to 

Jingzhou. Shortly  after th is , h is  uncle  had also d ied . H e settled  

dow n in a tha tched  hu t in  Longzhong (west o f  today’s Xiangyang 

in Hubei), and  spen t h is  days farm ing and  reading. H e w as then  

only  27 b u t w as already adm ired  by h is  friends for th e  b read th  

and  dep th  o f  h is  learn ing  and  know ledge. H e liked to  com pare 

h im se lf  to  th e  legendary  G uan Z hong and  Y ue Yi. Pul o ff  by 

th e  ch a o s  in  th e  co u n try  and  rea liz ing  Liu Biao's in ab ility  to  

recognize and  tap  ta len t, he ch o se  to  lead th e  sim ple  life o f  a 

recluse in Longzhong.

A fter hearing Xu Shu 's account, Liu Bei said. "Since you know 

h im  so  well, w hy d o n 't you persuade h im  to  com e to  me?"

Xu Shu shook h is head. T h a t  w on't do. To get a person of his 

caliber, you m ust show  your sincerity by going to  h im  in person."

H aving heard  no th in g  bu t h igh praise for Zhuge Liang from 

b o th  Sim a Hui and  Xu Shu. Liu Bei w as convinced  th a t  Zhuge 

Liang m u s t be g reatly  ta len ted . H e took G uan Yu a n d  Zhang 

Fei w ith  h im  to  pay a v is it to  Zhuge Liang in Longzhong.

In fo rm e d  o f  Liu B ei's im p e d n in g  v is i t .  Z h u g e  Liang 

d elibera te ly  stayed  aw ay  so  th a t  w hen  Liu Bei arrived , h e  w as 

g ree ted  by an  em p ty  house.

G uan Yu and  Zhang Fei. w ho accom pan ied  Liu Bei on  th e  

v is it, w ere  m uch  an n o y ed  by th e  sn u b , b u t Liu Bei took  Xu 

S h u 's  rem ark  to  h e a rt and  w en t back a second  tim e , only  for

7
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th e  sam e th in g  to  h ap p en  again. U ndete rred . Ire w e n t back  a 

th ird  tim e, d e te rm in ed  to  o b ta in  th e  serv ices o f  Zhuge Liang.

Liu B ei's s in c e r ity  fin a lly  w on  o v e r Z huge L iang, w ho  

received Liu Bei in h is  h u m b le  th a tc h e d  h u t.

Liu Bei en tered  th e  h u t to  m eet Zhuge Liang, leaving Guan 

Yu and Zhang Fei w aiting  ou tside. Once alone w ith  Zhuge Liang 

inside th e  h u t. Liu Bei got straight to  the point. T h e  H an dynasty 

is in  deep  decline an d  pow er h as now  fallen in to  evil han d s. I 

w a n t to  try to  reverse th e  s itu a tio n , only  I d o n 't have a good 

strategy. T h a t's  w hy I have com e to  you for en ligh tenm en t."

M oved by Liu Bei’s h u m ility  in  seek ing  h is  advice. Zhuge 

Liang m ade an  expose o f  h is  view s, ho ld ing  n o th ing  bark . "Cao 

Cao h a s  defeated  Yuan Shao and  h as one  m illion  troops under 

h is  co m m an d . He c a n  is su e  c o m m an d s  in  th e  n am e  o f  th e  

em peror, w h o  Cao Cao is  s im p ly  u s in g  a s  a paw n. U nder th e  

c ir c u m s ta n c e s , you  c a n n o t  e x p e c t to  u s e  fo rc e  a lo n e  to  

co m p ete  w ith  h im . Sun Q uan h a s  ru led  J ian g d o n g  for th ree  

g en era tio n s . He p o sse sse s  th e  ad v an tag es  o f  th e  fo rb idd ing  

terra in  o f  Jiangdong. popular support and  a  large pool o f  ta len t 

to  d raw  from . In  m y o p in ion , you  sh o u ld  p u rsu e  a n  alliance  

w ith  h im  in s tead  o f  tre a tin g  h im  as you r n ex t conquest."

Zhuge Liang w en t on to  give an  ana ly s is o f  th e  s itu a tio n  in 

J in g z h o u  an d  Y izhou  (co v e rin g  p a r ts  o f  to d a y ’s S ic h u a n , 

Y unnan . S haanxi. G ansu. H ubei a n d  G uizhou). A ccord ing  to 

h im , Jingzhou  w as strateg ically  im p o rtan t b u t Liu Biao w ould 

n o t b e  ab le  to  h o ld  it fo r long. Y izhou  b o a s te d  v ast, fe r tile  

lan d  an d  had  for th a t reason long been know n as a "H eavenly 

Country", bu t it was ruled by Liu Zhang, w ho w as an o th e r weak 

and  incom peten t leader w ho  w as unpopu lar w ith  h is  subjects.

7
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Liu Bei's T h ree  V isi ts  to  th e  T h a tch ed

"H onorable general, you are  d escen d ed  from  H an royalty  

and  w ell know n acro ss th e  coun try . I f  you succeed  in  tak ing  

c o n tro l o f  Jin g zh o u  and  Y izhou. e n te r  in to  an  a llian ce  w ith  

S un  Q uan and  en su re  good g o v ern m en t in a reas  u n d e r your 

con tro l, th e n  w h en  th e  tim e  com es you w ill b e  ab le  to  launch  

a  tw o-pronged  a tta ck  on Cao Cao from  Jingzhou  an d  Y izhou. 

You w ill be g ree ted  w ith  open  a rm s  by th e  peop le  w herever 

you r cam paign  tak es you. W hen th a t happens, you r v ision  will 

be realized and  th e  H an d y n asty  w ill be revitalized."

"Y ou h a v e  o p e n e d  m y m in d ."  Liu Bei re p l ie d . "I w ill 

c e rta in ly  follow  you r advice. I im plore you to  com e dow n th e  

m o u n ta in  w ith  me."

Liu Bei's en th u s ia sm  and  s in ce rity  w on over Zhuge Liang, 

w h o  g la d ly  fo llo w e d  Liu Bei to  X in y e . T h is  e p is o d e  is  

h is to rica lly  know n a s  th e  T h r e e  V isits  to  th e  T h a tch ed  Hut" 

a n d  Zhuge Liang's d isco u rse  as th e  "Longzhong Dialogue."

From  th e n  on , Liu Bei tre a ted  Z huge Liang a s  h is  m en to r 

a n d  Zhuge Liang trea ted  Liu Bei as h is  m aster, and  th e ir  bond 

grew  s tead ily  stronger.

G uan  Y u a n d  Z h an g  Fei w e re  very  u n h a p p y  w ith  th is  

d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  beg an  to  e x p re s s  p r iv a te  m isg iv in g s . In  

th e i r  e s t im a tio n . Z huge Liang w as to o  y o u n g  to  h av e  a n y  

m a jo r  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  L iu  Bei 

o v e res tim a ted  h is  ab ilites.

Liu Bei a d m o n ish ed  th em  fo r th e se  feelings. "W ith M ister 

K o n g m in g  a s  m y a d v is e r  1 n ow  fee l lik e  a s t r a n d e d  fish  

re tu rn ed  to  w ater. I d o n 't  w an t to  h e a r  any  o f  th is  n o n sen se  

from  you  in th e  fu tu re ."  T h is  s ilen ced  G uan Yu a n d  Z hang  

Fei. and  th e  m a tte r  w as la id  to  r e s t
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8 . Z hou  Y u’s Fiery A ttack a t

A fter pacify ing  th e  n o rth . Cao Cao led  a large fo rce in 208 

AD to  a tta ck  Liu Biao in  th e  so u th . V est before  th e  Cao arm y 

had  even  reached  Jin g zh o u , Liu Biao d ied  o f  illness. H is son 

Liu Cong, pe trified  a t th e  sca le  o f  th e  a tta ck in g  force, sen t an 

envoy to  neg o tia te  a  su rrender.

W h en  Liu Bei. w h o  w as  c a m p e d  in  F a n c h e n g  (to d ay 's  

X iangfan City in  Hubei), h eard  ab o u t th e  so u th w ard  p u sh  o f  

Cao Cao's arm y, he decided to  pull h is  troops back to  Jiangling  

(today 's Jiangling  in  Hubei). T he populace in Jingzhou  decided 

to  leave th e ir  land  to  follow  Liu Bei because  th e y  h ad  heard  

abou t h is  legendary generosity .

W hen Cao C ao a rr iv ed  w ith  h is  tro o p s  in  X iangyang. he 

lea rn ed  th a t  Liu Bei h a d  w ith d ra w n  to  Jian g lin g . w h e re  Liu 

Biao h ad  reported ly  s to ckp iled  large q u a n ti tie s  o f  g ra in s and 

w eapons. C oncerned th a t th e se  m igh t fall in to  Liu Bet's hands, 

h e  p e rso n a lly  led a  lig h t cavalry  o f  five th o u s a n d  tro o p s  to 

h ead  h im  o il. Loaded dow n w ith  w eapons, supp lies a n d  over 

a h u n d red  th o u san d  civ ilians w ho had chosen  to  h im . Liu Bei's 

troops could  advance  o n ly  a dozen  li a day. w hereas Cao Cao’s 

cavalry  covered  th r e e  h u n d re d  li in  a s in g le  d a y  a n d  soon  

caught u p  w ith  th em  at Changban Hills in Dangyang (northeast 

o f  to d ay 's  D angyang C ounty  in  Hubei).

Liu Bei's a rm y  w as soon  ro u te d  by C ao C ao 's cavalry . It

7
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w as only  Zhang ie i 's  rearguard  ac tion  ho ld ing  back th e  enem y 

fo r a w h ile  th a t enab led  Liu Bei an d  Zhuge Liang, esco rted  by 

a sm all rem n an t force, to  sh ak e  o f f  th e ir  p u rsuers . H ow ever, 

by th a t tim e  th e  road to  Jiang ling  h ad  been cu t o ff  by th e  Cao 

a rm y  a n d  th e y  w ere  co m p e lled  to  h e a d  in s te a d  to  X iakou 

(today’s W uhan  C ity in  Hubei).

H av in g  c a p tu re d  J ian g lin g . C ao Cao’s fo rce s  c o n tin u e d  

th e i r  m a rc h  a lo n g  th e  r iv e r  to w a rd  th e  e a s t .  T h e y  w ere  

ap p ro ach in g  X iakou w h en  Z huge Liang sa id  to  Liu Bei. "We 

are  in  d eep  trouble . We have no ch o ice  b u t  to  seek h e lp  from  

Sun Q uan."

It so  h ap p en ed  th a t , w orried  by th e  p rospect o f  Cao Cao’s 

cap tu re  o f  Jingzhou . Sun Q uan had  sen t Lu Su to  lobby Liu Bei 

for an  alliance  against th e  Cao offensive. Zhuge Liang returned  

w ith  Lu Su to  m eet w ith  Sun  Q uan in C haisang  (so u th w est o f 

to d ay 's  J iu jian g  in Jiangxi).

Z h u g e  Liang sa id  to  S u n  Q u an . "W hen  C ao C ao ta k e s  

Jingzhou . h is  nex t ta rget w ill be th e  s ta te  o f  Wu in Jiangdong. 

If  you are d e te rm ined  to  p u t up  a fight, you sho u ld  sever your 

ties  w ith  Cao Cao now  and  jo in  forces w ith  us. The a lternative  

is  c lea rly  to  su rre n d e r  to  h im . i f  you p ro c ra s tin a te , d is a s te r  

w ill s tr ik e  and  it  w ill be too  late."

'W hy  do esn 't G eneral Liu su rrender to  Cao С аоГ  Sun Quan 

re to rted .

"G eneral Liu is d e sc e n d e d  fro m  th e  H an  ro y a lty  a n d  

possesses su p e rio r ab ilities . He w ill never c o n se n t to  debase  

h im se lf  by su rren d e rin g  to  Cao Cao." Zhuge Liang replied.

At th e s e  w ords Sun Q uan becam e w orked  up. "I w ill no t 

s u n e n d e r  J iangdong  and  m y h u n d red  th o u san d  troops either.
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Zhou Yu's Fiery Attack at Red Cl

But h ow  w ill G eneral Liu b e  a b le  to  d e fen d  h im se lf  ag a in s t 

C ao's a fte r  h is  recen t defeat?"

"D on't worry! D espite h av in g  lo s t one  ba ttle , G eneral Liu 

s till h a s  tw en ty  th o u sa n d  navy m en." Zhuge Liang reassu red  

h im . "Cao Cao m ay have a large force, b u t th e  long  m arch es 

have tired  h is  so ld ie rs  o u t. W h a t's  m ore, th e s e  n o rth e rn e rs  

are  n o t accustom ed  to  naval ba ttle s  an d  they  face th e  hostility  

o f  th e  people of Jingzhou . If w e a re  u n ited , w e w ill be ab le  to  

d e fea t th e  Cao arm y."

Buoyed by Z huge Liang's an a ly s is  Sun Q uan  im m edia te ly  

sum m oned  h is  generals to  d raw  up a plan o f  res istance  against 

Cao C ao's im m in en t a ttack .

In th e  m ean tim e, a m essenger had  been  sen t by Cao Cao 

to  deliver a  le tte r  o f  challenge, w h ich  read . "On th e  o rders o f 

the em pero r o f  th e  H an dynasty . I am  lead ing  an expeditionary  

force on a  so u thern  cam paign. 1 am  challenging  you to  a ba ttle  

ag a in s t m y 800.000-strong naval force."

Sun  Q uan  sh o w e d  th e  le t te r  to  h is  s ta f f , all o f  w hom  

su d d en ly  becam e pale-faced and  speech less.

T h en  Z hang  Z hao , th e  m o s t s e n io r  m em b er o f  th e  Wu 

hierarchy, spoke. "Cao Cao is now  cam paigning in th e  nam e o f  

th e  em peror. I f  we resist, it's  already one strike  against us a s  far 

as legitim acy i-. concerned. Besides, we used to  have  the natu ra l 

barrier o f  th e  Yangtze on our side bu t we've lost th a t now. W ith 

Cao Cao’s cap ture  o f  Jingzhou and  h is arm ada o f  over a  thousand  

battlesh ips, we have no hope o f  resisting  a jo in t land  and  naval 

a ttack . In  my view , w e have no  a lte rna tive  bu t to  surrender."

H is v iew  w as im m ed ia te ly  ech o ed  by o th e rs . Only Lu Su 

looked o n  d isp assio n a te ly  w ith o u t u tte rin g  a  w ord.

8 l
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Sun Q uan d id  no t like w h a t he w as seeing  an d  hearing, so  

h e  w alked o u t, fo llow ed by Lu Su.

T e l l  m e w h a t w e sh o u ld  do." Sun Q uan asked  Lu Su.

"Z hang Z hao  and  th e  o th e r s  d o n 't  know  w h a t th e y  are 

ta lk ing  abou t. Ignore them !" Lu Su replied . "It m ay be all right 

fo r m e to  su rren d er, b u t it is  n o t fo r you. i f  1 su rren d e red . I 

w ould  a t th e  w orst go back to  m y h o m eto w n  and  renew  my 

lie s  w ith  sch o la rs  and  in te lle c tu a ls . 1 m ig h t even  b e  ab le  to  

g e t an  o ff ic ia l c o m m iss io n  in  th e  reg ional o r  co m m an d ery  

governm ent. But if  you. my esteem ed  general, su rrendered , all 

six com m anderies o f  J iangdong  w ould fall in to  Cao C ao's lap. 

a n d  w here  w ould  you go then?"

"I w as really d isap p o in ted  by w h a t th e  o th e rs  w ere saying 

ju s t  now . You a lo n e  have  said  w h a t w as on  m y m ind." Sun 

Q uan  said  w ith  a sigh.

A fter th e  m eeting , Lu Su urged Sun Q uan to  call G eneral 

Z hou  Yu back  from  Poyang w ith o u t de lay  fo r co n su lta tio n .

W h en  Z hou  Yu a rr iv e d  in  C h a isan g . Sun  Q uan  ca lled  

a n o th e r  m eeting  o f  high offic ia ls. Z hou Yu m ade a  passionate  

sp eech  a t  th e  m eet ing. "Cao Cao is th e  C o u nse lo r-in -ch ie f of 

th e  H an  c o u r t in  nam e, b u t in  rea lity  h e  is  a tra ito r. He has 

now  offered h im se lf  u p  to  lie killed, so  why in th e  w orld should 

w e s u r r e n d e r  to  h im ?"  H e w e n t  o n  to  e n u m e r a te  m an y  

d isad v an tag es  and  h a n d ic a p s  Cao Cao had  to  c o n te n d  w ith . 

H is so ld iers w ere n o rth e rn e rs  unaccustom ed  to  naval w arfare, 

and  th e ir  long trek  to  an  u n fam ilia r  lan d  a lm o s t guaran teed  

th a t  th e y  w o u ld  s u f fe r  from  s to m a c h  tro u b le s . W hen  th a t  

h appened  h is n a tu ra l ad v an tages w ould  evaporate.

Sun Q uan. h is  n e rv es  s te e led  by th e  reassu rin g  w o rd s  o f
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Attack a t  Red Cliffs

Zhou Yu. got to  h is  feet w ith  h is  sw ord  u n sh ea th ed , and  w ith  

it h e  w h itt le d  o f f  a  co rn e r o f  th e  tab le . "W hoever m e n tio n s  

su rren d e r again  w ill end  up  like th is  ta b le . ' H e declared .

T h a t evening, Zhou Yu w en t to  Sun Q uan again for a private 

m eeting . "I've fo u n d  o u t th a t Cao Cao w as ju s t  b lu ffing  w hen 

h e  claim ed to  have  800,000 troops." He said . "The actua l figure 

is  m ore  lik e  200.000. m any  o f  w h o m  a re  fro m  J in g zh o u  and  

th e re fo re  o f  qu estio n ab le  loyalty. Ju s t give m e fifty  th o u san d  

of you r b es t troops a n d  I a ssu re  you 1 w ill d efea t him ."

T he n e x t  day. Sun  Q uan  m ade  Z hou  Yu com m ander-in - 

c h ie f  o f  30.000 naval troops, w ith  in s tru c tio n s  to  co o rd in a te  

h is  a c tio n s  w ith  Liu Bei in  a  jo in t  e ffo r t to  re s is t Cao C ao's 

o ffensive.

Z hou Y u's tro o p s  ran  in to  Cao C ao's fo rw ard  se n tin e ls  at 

Red C liffs (Chiji M oun ta in s w est o f  to d ay 's  W uchang  C ounty 

in  H ubei). As p red ic ted  by Z hou  Yu, m any  in  th e  Cao arm y 

had  been s tru ck  dow n w ith  d iarrhea . In  th e  first sk irm ish  th e  

Cao troops w ere beaten  back and  had to  w ithd raw  to  th e  north  

bank  o f  th e  Yangtze. Z hou  Y u a n d  h is  naval fo rce m oored on 

th e  so u th  bank  op p o site  th e  Cao force.

Also a s  p red ic ted  by Z hou Yu. th e  n o rth e rn e rs  in  th e  Cao 

fo rce  w ere  ill-a d a p te d  to  n av a l o p e ra tio n s  a n d  go t seas ick  

w henever th e ir  b a tt le sh ip s  w ere  b u ffe ted  by w in d  o r  w aves. 

T hey  d ec id e d  to  tie  th e  sh ip s  to g e th e r  w ith  s te e l cab le s  to  

stab ilize  th e  river craft.

W hen Z hou  Y u 's  s ta f f  o ff ic e r  H u an g  Gai saw  w h a t th e  

enem y had  d o n e  w ith  th e  steel cables, h e  had an idea. "We are 

o u tn u m b e re d  by th e  en em y  a n d  it 's  n o t in  o u r  in te re s t  to  

pro long  th e  s tand-o ff. Now th a t  th e  Cao arm y have tied  the ir

8 5
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s h ip s  to g e th e r , I th in k  w e m ig h t b e  ab le  to  d e fea t th e m  by 

a tta ck in g  w ith  fire."

H uang  Gai's idea so u n d ed  ingen ious to  Z hou Yu. T h e  tw o 

form ed a p lan  w hereby  H u an g  Gai w ould  sen d  w ord  to  Cao 

C ao s ta t in g  h is  in te n t io n  to  a b a n d o n  th e  s ta te  o f  W u o f  

J ian g d o n g  an d  d e fe c t to  Cao C ao 's side. C onv inced  th a t  th e  

generals o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W u w ere in aw e o f  him . Cao Cao never 

had  th e  s l ig h te s t su sp ic io n  abou t th e  a u th e n tic i ty  o f  H uang 

Gai's p ro fessed  in ten tio n  to  defect.

In  th e  m ean tim e. H u an g  Gai had  in s tru c te d  h is  so ld ie rs  

to  load ten  b ig  vesse ls  w ith  dry  tw ig s  gen ero u sly  sp rin k led  

w ith  kerosene. T he b o a ts  w ere  th e n  sh ro u d ed  w ith  sa ilc lo th  

a n d  ad o rn ed  w ith  n u m e ro u s  flags an d  s ta n d a rd s . Sm aller, 

lig h te r c ra f t w ere  te th e red  to  th e  s te rn  o f  th e  bigger b o a ts  to 

be u sed  as getaw ays once  th e  fire w as s ta rted .

T h e  N o ev em b er w e a th e r  w as a b n o rm a lly  w arm , a n d  a 

sou theaste rly  w ind  began to  blow. At n ightfall, H uang Gai and 

som e o f  h is  troops sailed  in th e  ten  b ig  b o a ts  follow ed by th e  

sm a lle r c ra f t, a n d  w h en  th e  flo tilla  reached  m id stream  th e  

s a ils  w ere  u n fu r le d  a n d  th e  b o a ts  began  to  race tow ard  th e  

n o rth  bank.

C ao Cao’s nava l tro o p s  h a d  h e a rd  a b o u t th e  im m in e n t 

surrender o f an enem y general and  were crow ded near th e  prows 

of the ir sh ip s to  gawk. W hen th e  flotilla o f  th e  W u cam e w ith in  

tw o  li o f  th e  no rth  bank, th e  ten  b ig  boa ts  sudden ly  b u rs t in to  

flam es. W ith th e  rising  w ind  fann ing  th e  flam es, th e  ten  fiery 

boa ts  ram m ed in to  th e  Cao troops' naval h eadquarters like ten 

fire-b rea th ing  d ragons. T he b a ttle sh ip s  m oored there , having 

been  tied together, cou ld  n o t break free and  th e  blaze ju m p ed
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Yu's Fiery AtVn k a t  Red Cl

f rom  sh ip  to  ship, soon engu lf ing  everyth ing. Not on ly  were 

th e  naval headquarte rs  reduced to  ashes,  b u t  th e  te n t s  on the 

shore  h ad  also caught fire. Many soldiers were burned  to  death 

and many others w ho  did not know how to swim drowned when 

they were jos t led  in to  th e  river.

W h e n  Z h o u  Yu sa w  th e  b laze  o n  th e  n o r t h  b a n k ,  he 

im m ed ia te ly  c ro s sed  th e  river w i th  h is  e l i te  troo ps  to  press 

th e  a t tack .  They m ad e  a  su s ta in ed ,  loud racket o n  th e i r  war 

d ru m s  as  th ey  m oved  forw ard , c o n fu s in g  th e  Cao a rm y in to  

t h i n k in g  t h a t  th e y  w e re  c o n f r o n te d  by a  large force. T he  

pan icked  Cao arm y  w as  quickly routed.

Cao Cao fled w i th  h i s  r e m n a n t  t ro o p s  to w ard  H uarong  

(sou thw est o f  today 's  Q ianjiang County  in  Hubei). T hey  took 

a  m u dd y  back road full th a t  proved d iff icult for h is  cavalry to 

traverse. Cao Cao ordered the  older and  weaker sold iers  to  lay 

s t raw  o n  th e  road to  im prove th e  surface . T h is  e n ab led  Cao 

Cao and  h is  cavalrymen to  finally ride ahead ,  bu t  m any  o f  the  

soldiers covering th e  road w i th  s t raw  were tram pled to  death  

in th e  process.

Liu Bei a n d  Z h o u  Yu r e l e n t l e s s ly  p u r s u e d  Cao C ao 's  

re m n a n t  forces o n  land  a n d  o n  th e  river u n ti l  th ey  cam e  to 

th e  Nan C o m m an dery  (at today 's  J iang ling  in  Hubei), w here  

Cao Cao fou nd  m ore  th a n  h a l f  o f  h i s  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  

o f  t r o o p s  h a d  e i t h e r  d ie d  in  b a t t le  o r  o f  d is ea se .  Cao Cao 

e n t r u s t e d  th e  g a r r iso n s  o f  J ia n g l in g  a n d  X iangyang  to  h is  

generals  Cao Ren. Xu H u ang  a n d  Yue J in .  an d  th en  re tu rned  

w ith  h is  troops to  the  north.

T h e  Battle o f  Red C liffs  w a s  a n  ea r ly  m i le s to n e  in  th e  

d iv is ion  o f  the  co u n try  in to  th ree  separa te  kingdom s.
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g. G uan Yu S w am ps 

th e  Seven A rm ies

Not long nftcr  t h e  Battle  o f  Red Cliffs,  Z hou  Yu d ie d  o f  

i l lness .  At Lu Su 's  su g g es t io n .  S un  Q uan  ced ed  c o n tro l  o f  

J ingzhou  tem porarily  to  Liu Bei.

In  2 i 4 AD. Liu Bei m a rch e d  in to  C h eng du  a n d  d ec la red  

h im se lf  governor o f  Yizhou.

w h e n  Sun Q uan  lea rned  t h a t  Liu Bei h a d  seized Yizhou. 

h e  d e m a n d e d  th e  re turn  o f  Jingzhou, bu t  Liu Bei refused. The 

tw o  nea r ly  h a d  a fa l l ing-out over  t h i s  is sue .  W hen  Cao Cao 

w as  preparing  for to  a t tack  H anzhong , th u s  also th rea ten in g  

Yizhou. Liu Bei a n d  S u n  Q uan  rea lized t h a t  Cao Cao w as  a 

formidable foe to  bo th  o f  them . They decided to  make u p  with 

each  o th e r  a n d  agreed th a t  th e  part  o f  J in g zh o u  w es t  o f  the  

Xiang River w ou ld  go to  Liu Bei a n d  th e  eas te rn  p a r t  would 

revert to  th e  s ta te  o f  Wu.

With the  ques t ion  o f  Jingzhou ou t  o f  th e  way. Liu Bei could 

d ev o te  h is  a t t e n t io n  to  dea l in g  w i th  Cao Cao. He left Zhuge 

Liang in charge o f  defending Chengdu and  m arched at the  head 

o f  a  large force tow ard  Hanzhong. tak ing  h is  adviser Fa Zheng 

a long  w i th  him.

In response ,  Cao Cao readied  h i s  troo ps  for ba t t le  again! 

Liu Bei. He w en t  to  Chang'an to  personally d irect th e  campaign 

in H anzhong . T h e  s t a n d -o f f  la s ted  a year u n ti l  in  a b a t t le  a t  

Y angping Pass t h e  arm y  o f  th e  s t a te  o f  S h u  (Liu Beil finally
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Guan Yu Swamps llie Seven At

defeated  the  Wei (Cao Caol army, w h ose  co m m an d in g  general 

Xia H ouyuan  w as  killed in action . Cao Cao w as  forced o u t  o f  

H anzho ng  and  w i th d rew  the  Wei a rm y to  Chang’an.

In th e  a f te rm a th  o f  th ese  batt les .  Liu Bei sa w  h is  position  

in  Y iz h o u  f u r t h e r  c o n s o l i d a t e d .  In  219 AD. w i t h  t h e  

e n th u s ia s t i c  su p p o r t  o f  h i s  m in is te r s  and  genera ls ,  Liu Bei 

decla red  h im se lf  King o f  H anzhong.

T he  strategy m apped  ou t  by Zhuge Liang to  deal w i th  Cao 

Cao ca lled  for a tw o -ph ase  approach .  Now th a t  th e  w este rn  

cam paign into H anzhong  had succeeded. Liu Bei shou ld  press 

h is  new  m ili ta ry  ad v an ta ge  by going e a s t  f rom  J in g zh o u  to  

take  th e  centra l plains.

T h e  c o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  J in g z h o u  g a r r iso n  w a s  G enera l  

G uan  Yu. w h o  th o u g h  b o th  in te ll igen t a n d  s t ro n g  w as  also 

a r r o g a n t  a n d  c o n c e i t e d .  A fte r  d e c la r in g  h i m s e l f  King o f  

H a n z h o n g .  Liu Bei m a d e  h im  G enera l  o f  t h e  A rm y o f  th e  

Front, bu t  Guan Yu rem ained  u n im p re ssed .  It  w as  on ly  af te r  

t h e  m e s s e n g e r  b r in g in g  th e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o r d e r  a n d  th e  

officia l seal had  painstakingly  explained to  h im  h o w  the  King 

o f  H a n z h o n g  v a lu ed  h i s  se rv ice  th a t  h e  f ina l ly  c h e e re d  u p  

a n d  accep ted  th e  ap p o in tm en t .

Liu Bei a lso  m a d e  G uan  Yu th e  c o m m a n d e r - in - c h i e f  o f  

th e  e a s te rn  cam pa ign .  G uan  Yu left th e  d e fe n s e  o f  J iang ling  

a n d  Gong’a n  to  tw o  o f  h is  m en, w h ile  h e  led a large force to  

a t ta ck  Fancheng.

Cao Ren. t h e  c o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  Wei t ro o p s  d e fe n d in g  

Fancheng, urgently  appealed to  Cao Cao for help. Cao Cao duly 

s e n t  seven  c o n t in g e n ts  u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  g ene ra ls  Yu 

J in  and  Pang De to  re inforce th e  garrison o f  Fancheng. At th e
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reques t  o f  Ciio Ren. th ese  u n i t s  se t  u p  d e fe n s e s  in  th e  level 

te r ra in  n o r th  o f  F ancheng  a n d  co o rd in a te d  th e i r  op e ra t io ns  

w i th  t h e  c ity  d e fe n d e rs .  G uan  Yu w as  th u s  p reven ted  from 

sto rm ing  th e  city.

As th e  s t a n d -o f f  c o n t in u e d ,  heavy  ra in  b egan  to  fall in 

Fancheng , c au s ing  th e  H a n  River to  flood. T h e  flood w ater  

rose to  ten feet above ground level and submerged th e  barracks 

o f  th e  seven con tingen ts  cam ping ou ts ide  th e  city. Yu Jin and 

h is  troops h ad  to  sw im  to  h igher  g round  for safety.

G uan  Yu had  fo reseen  th i s  v u ln e rab i l i ty  o f  t h e  Yu J in  

c o n t in g e n ts  cam ped  o n  low ground. Taking  advan tage  o f  th e  

Hood, h e  led a  river force aga in s t  th e  Cao troops. Guan Yu's 

forces su r ro u n d ed  Yu Jin .  w h o  w a s  s t ran d ed  on a m o u n d  o f  

ear th  in th e  middle o f  th e  river, and  called on h im  to surrender. 

T he  cres tfallen  Yu Jin h ad  no alternative.

Guan Yu w e n t  o n  to  attack  Pang De. w ho  h ad  found  refuge 

o n  a river dike w i th  som e troops. Archers on Guan Yu's ships 

show ered  th e  d ike  w ith  arrows.

A f r ig h te n e d  s o ld ie r  s a id  to  Pang De. "W hy d o n ’t we 

s u r r e n d e r r

Pang De s w u n g  a r o u n d  a n d  k il led  th e  o f f ic e r  w i th  h is  

sw ord .  T h e i r  genera l 's  d e te r m in a t io n  to  f igh t in sp ired  th e  

soldiers to  put up a  s t i f f  resistance. Pang De calmly picked up 

h is  bow  and  s h o t  back a t  Guan Yu's sh ips.  His accura te  aims 

felled m a n y  Shu  soldiers. T he  ba t t le  la s ted  from m orn ing  till 

late in th e  afternoon. W hen they h ad  n o  more arrow s left. Pang 

De to ld  h i s  so ld ie rs  to  u s e  th e i r  dag g e rs  in  h a n d - to -h a n d  

com b a t .  He sa id  to  th e  troo ps  a ro u n d  him , "It is sa id  t h a t  a 

good general will not r u n  for h is  life an d  a b rave  so ld ier will

9 5
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not forfeit h is  h o n o r  j u s t  to  save h is  skin. Th is  is  th e  day tha t  

1 shall die."

As th e  flood w a te r  co n tin u e d  to  rise, th e  em erged  p art  o f  

th e  d ike  kept sh r ink ing .  As G uan  Yu's naval a t ta ck  w ith  big 

river cra f t  ga ined  in  in tens i ty ,  th e  Cao troops su rrendered  in 

droves. In  th e  m id s t  o f  t h e  co n fu s io n ,  Pang De and  th ree  ol 

h is  officers grabbed a  small boa t from th e  Shu troops and  were 

try ing  to  flee to  Fancheng w hen  a su d d en  wave Hipped the ir  

b o a t  over. G uan  Yu's  fo rces ru sh e d  to  th e  scene  a n d  fished  

Pang De o u t  o f  th e  water.

W hen Pang De w as  b ro u g h t  to  Guan Yu's  ten t ,  w h ere  he 

tried to  coax Ring De into surrender, However. Pang De retorted 

a n g r i ly .  "The K ing  o f  Wei h a s  a m i l l io n  m e n  u n d e r  h is  

c o m m an d ,  a n d  th e  e n t i re  n a t io n  b o w s  before  h is  au th o r i ty .  

Your m a s te r  Liu Bei is a puny  figure in c om par ison  w ith  th e  

King o f  Wei. I w ould  ra th e r  die a m ar tyr o f  the  co u n try  th a n  

consen t  to  be a general un der  your  master!"

In a  fury, G uan  Yu w aved  h i s  h a n d  a n d  h is  gua rds  leapt 

fo rward  a n d  killed Pang De.

After dec im ating  th e  seven a rm ies  of Yu J in  and  Pang De, 

Guan Yu pressed his advantage and  attacked Fancheng. which 

was awash with flood w ater  and w hose  city walls had crumbled 

u n d e r  the  pressure o f  the  rush ing  water.  T he  troops un d er  Cao 

Ren were th ro w n  in to  a  panic. Some o f  th em  approached  Cao 

Ren to  give h im  advice. "The city  is undefendab le  u nd er  these 

c ircum stances .  We shou ld  escape  in small b o a ts  before Guan 

Yu's naval force closes the  noose  o n  us."

Cao Ren was also o f  the  view th a t  there was not m uch  hope 

o f  ho ld ing  th e  city. However. Man Chong, a n o th e r  general in

9
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charge o f  th e  defense  o f  the  city, told him. T h e  flash flood will 

recede in  a few days. According to  our intelligence reports. Guan 

Yu h a s  se n t  troops n o r th  by a n o th e r  route. He h a s  rem ained 

b eh in d  probably for fear o f  h av ing  h is  escape rou te  cu t  off. If 

we flee now. th e  territories so u th  o f  th e  Yellow River will likely 

no longer be ours. Let's hold on  for a  little longer!"

Conceding th a t  Man Chong w as  right. Cao Ren encouraged 

h is  troops to  co n t in u e  the  de fense  o f  th e  city

In th e  meantim e. Sun Lang, a  resident o f  Luhun (northeast 

o f  today's Song County in  Henan), led an upris ing af ter  killing 

th e  county  officials and  pledged his allegiance to  Guan Yu. The 

upris ing  a tt rac ted  a large following sou th  o f  Xudu and  helped 

to  spread Guan Yu's repu ta tion  th rough the  central plains.

After his  arrival in Luoyang. Cao Cao was more than  a  little 

f lustered by th e  spate  o f  bad news. Alarmed at th e  recent turn 

o f  ev e n ts ,  h e  g a th e re d  h i s  o f f ic ia l s  to  d i s c u s s  h is  idea  o f  

tem porarily  evacuating  Xudu to  avoid a frontal confron ta t ion  

w ith  Guan Yu.

"His H ighness  need not worry." His adviser Sima Yi said. 

“In  m y  o p in io n ,  u n d e r  t h e  o s t e n s ib l y  c lo s e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  

b e tw een  Liu Bei and  Sun  Q uan  lu rks d ee p  m u tu a l  m is t ru s t .  

Now th a t  Guan Yu has  reason to  feel good, Sun Quan is bound 

to  be upse t .  W hy d on 't  w e  send  so m eon e  to  lobby Sun  Quan 

and  dangle  before h im  the  lure o f  recognizing h is  sovereignty 

over J iangdong  in  re tu rn  for h is  agreem ent to  a t tack  Guan Yu 

in  c o o r d in a t io n  w i th  us?  T h is  w o u ld  re l ieve  th e  s ieg e  o f  

Fancheng."

H eed ing  S im a Yi's adv ice  .Cao Cao se n t  an  envoy  to  see 

Sun Quan.
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io. Lti M eng C rosses 

th e  River in W hite

S im a Yi's a n a ly s is  w as  in d ee d  o n  ta rge t .  T h e i r  a l l iance  

no tw ith s tand in g ,  ten s ion s  were runn ing  high betw een Liu Bei 

and  Sun Quan. When Lu Su w as  still alive, h e  h a d  advocated  a 

Wu S hu  all iance  ag a ins t  Cno Cao. General Lii Meng. w ho  took 

over from Lu Su d id  no t  sh a re  h is  approach.

Lu Meng w as  a  reno w n ed  general of" th e  s ta te  o f  Wu. His 

f in e  m i l i ta ry  sk i l ls  e n a b le d  h im  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  h im s e l f  in 

n u m e ro u s  ba t t les  very early  in  h is  career, and  he soon  cam e 

to  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  S u n  Q u a n .  w h o  a s s i g n e d  i m p o r t a n t  

responsib i l i t ies  to  him.

On o n e  o cc as io n  S un  Q uan  sa id  to  Lu Meng. "S ince you 

have  an im p o r tan t  charge  now, you shou ld  dev o te  som e time 

to  reading."

'T h e re  a re  so m any  th in g s  th a t  d e m a n d  my a t t e n t io n  in 

the  army. I could hard ly  find time for books." LO Meng replied.

"I d o  n o t  m ean  for you to  be versed  in all th e  c lassics .  1 

m ere ly  w a n t  y ou  to  read  m o re  on  th e  a r t s  o f  w a r  a n d  on 

h is to ry .  You say  you  h av e  too  m a n y  th in g s  to  a t t e n d  to; I 

d o n ' t  t h i n k  you  h av e  m o re  on  y o u r  h a n d s  t h a n  1 do. Some 

k n o w led g e  o f  t h e  a r t s  o f  w a r  a n d  h is to ry  h a s  h e lp e d  m e  a 

lot. W hy n o t  give it  a  t r y r

Follow ing  S un  Quart 's  adv ice .  Lu M eng s t a r t e d  to  read 

w hen ever  he  had  a chance.



ш # £ a s # ф . в < 1 ж г б Я Е 1 - х * в ш  

^ й й - й й ^ .  т и & & * ± ъ .  ж @ .  № « в # ж т 5

Р Л ё, Уг$1| В * 0(«;й.<Ё. ftllfffiG?. t ^ M S K .  й :  ' Ш

й М Я Ш М ,  (Н Р Й Ф ) И * .  * ^ - # Т . "

a s m - s m # :  “ ^ - t A .  н ^ ^ ж м е « й 1 в * в » .

я я ш ш т п т ш т г в .  т ш й п ш а  ( ^ ш ь

« Й @ Ж ) . { 1!1̂ * ^ * Ж ? Ғ Ж 51Й9» . С г , | б 1Й х Й ± 1$5 Ж  

Ш Й Ж 'Г ^ Э Д .  Ш= Й Р Й Й Й Ж ^ Й А ,

я ш х я я ш ш я т л ? .  х я * т х ш ,  & т ш %  

# 5 т - « ,  а л .  й х б й я т в * # » ,

I H i f f t a ' h B . t K .  Й Ш г ) 6 № # ^ « * Й .  ^ № ^ й ^ ^ . й х  

« ^ ± й ( а .

^ Э Д & Ф г й В * © * .  6 3 9 ^ S : № - - ^ .

а - И .  Е Д



W hen Lu Su passed  th ro ug h  Lu Meng's garrison, he paid a 

v is i t  to  Lu Meng. He h ad  th o u g h t  Lu Meng w a s  ju s t  a n o th e r  

general, u n d is t ing u ish ed  by any  great ta len ts  or grand vision. 

He w a s  th e r e fo re  su rp r is e d  by th e  g enera l 's  a r t ic u la te  and  

incisive argum ents ,  a s  well a s  by h is  eloquence. He said to  Lii 

Meng. "Your v is ion  and  ins igh ts  are in  sh a rp  con tras t  to  w h a t  

1 observed in  you years ago."

“R e m em b er  t h e  p o p u la r  say ing : y ou  n eed  t o  look  w ith  

f r e sh  eyes  o n  a  p e rso n  every  th r e e  days." Lti M eng rep l ied  

w i th  pride.

A fte r  t a k in g  o v e r  Lu S u 's  p o s i t io n .  LO M eng a s s u m e d  

garrison d u ty  in Lukou (sou thw est  o f  today 's  Jiayu in Hubei). 

Convinced o f  Guan Yu's  in ten t ion  to  annex  J iangdong and  th e  

s t a te  o f  Wu. he p e t i t io ned  Sun Q uan  to  s en d  troo ps  aga ins t  

Guan Yu. "Both Liu Bei and  Guan Yu a re  cham eleons by nature; 

they  can 't  be regarded a s  d epen dab le  allies." He argued.

Sun Quan also perceived Guan Yu as arrogant and conceited. 

Sun Q uan  h a d  o n  n u m ero u s  occas ions  sen t m a tch m akers  to 

G uan  Yu in t h e  h o p e  o f  o b ta in in g  h is  c o n se n t  to  m arry  his 

daugh ter  to  Sun Quan's  son. Not con ten t w ith  merely rejecting 

th e  idea. Guan Yu hurled insults  at th e  messenger, to  th e  great 

ind ignation  o f  Sun Quan. The le t te r  o f  pe ti tion  from LO Meng 

bolstered his resolve to  e l im inate  Guan Yu.

Cao Cao's p ro po sa l  o f  an  a l l iance  ag a in s t  G uan  Yu was 

therefore  greeted w ith  agreem ent by Sun Quan.

Guan Yu had  heard  a bo u t  Lii Meng's formidable  qualities. 

He h ad  accordingly  m ade  w a te r t ig h t  dep lo y m en ts  a long  th e  

border o f  th e  W u an d  th e  Shu.

LO Meng. well k n o w n  fo r  t h e  f r e q u e n t  r e lap se s  o f  h is

I О
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ch ro n ic  il lness, feigned a n o th e r  f lare-up o f  h is  malady. Sun 

Q u an  ac ted  h is  p a r t  a n d  recal led  Lu Meng fo r  recu pera t ion ,  

send ing  th e  younger  Lu Xun to take h is  place.

T h e  n ew s  so o n  sp read  to  Fancheng .  G u an  Yu w a s  soon  

gloating abo u t  Lii Meng's deter iorating  health  and  th e  fact th a t  

Lu Xun was a n  inexperienced  scholar.

A few days  later, Lu Xun sen t an envoy from Lukou to  pay 

a call  on  G uan  Yu. ca rry ing  w i th  h im  a le t te r  a n d  gifts. The 

le t te r  said th a t  new s o f  Guan Yu's hero ic  feats had  spread far 

and  w ide  following th e  naval defea t  o f  seven Cao a rm ies  and 

th e  capture  o f  Yu Jin; th a t  Cao Cao's la test  se tback w as  a cause 

for j o i n t  ce leb ra tion ; a n d  th a t  th e  le t te r  w r i te r  w as  a mere 

scholar unqualified for th e  jo b  h e  h ad  been given and  therefore 

c o u n ted  on General Guan Yu's  suppor t  in the  fu ture .

Deeply im p ressed  by th e  m o d es ty  ex h ib i ted  in  Lu Xun's  

letter. Guan Yu no  longer saw any jus ti f ica t ion  for h is  worries, 

and  so began to  redeploy h is  troops aw ay from the  Wu border 

to  Fancheng. T h ese  t ro op  m o v em e n ts  w ere  du ly  repor ted  to  

Sun Q uan  an d  Lii Meng.

However, hav ing  accepted the  su rren der  o f  several tens  of 

th o u s a n d s  o f  Yu J in 's  s o ld ie r s  in  F anch eng ,  G uan  Yu w as  

h a v in g  d i f f i c u l ty  e n s u r in g  en o u g h  food  su p p l ie s ,  a n d  so 

expropriated th e  grain sto red  by th e  s ta te  o f  W u in Xiangguan.

W hen h e  learned th a t  h is  su pp l ie s  h a d  been  grabbed  by 

Guan Yu. Sun Quan m ad e  Lii Meng com m ander- in -ch ie f  o f  an 

arm y  sen t to  a t tack  Guan Yu's troops.

At X unyang  ( s o u th w e s t  of to day 's  H u a n g m e i  in Hubeil. 

Lti Meng disguised all h is  batt leships as m erchan t ships,  hiding 

h is  troops in th e i r  ho lds .  The  sold iers  m an n in g  th e  oars  and

I
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p a d d le s  w e re  all d r e s s e d  in  w h i te ,  a s  w a s  c u s to m a r y  for 

m e rc h a n ts  of th e  time.

w h e n  th e  S hu  troops  g u a rd in g  th e  n o r th  ban k  saw  th a t  

th e  boa ts  were filled w i th  white-clad m erchan ts ,  they  allowed 

them  to  moor their c raf ts  by the shore. At nightfall, th e  soldiers 

ensconced  in the  ho lds  emerged and  a ttacked th e  w atch  towers 

near  th e  shore, cap tur ing  all th e  Shu troops and  taking control 

o f  th e  towers.

Lu Meng's a rm y  th e n  m arch ed  o n  Gong’an . T h e  genera ls  

responsible for th e  defense  o f  Gong’an and  Jiangling had  never 

liked Guan Yu, so  w hen  LO Meng urged th em  to  surrender they 

readily  subm it ted .

A fte r  Lu M eng 's  a rm y  e n te r e d  a  c i ty ,  h e  w o u ld  s e n d  

m e sse n g e rs  to  r e a s su re  th e  fam il ie s  o f  th e  S hu  tro op s  and  

would impose s t r ic t  d iscip line on h is  troops, forbidding them  

to harass  the  local people. In  o n e  in s tan c e  a W u soldier, w ho  

happ ened  to  be from Lu Meng's h om e  village, took a  bam boo  

ha t  from a local family to  shield  his arm or from the  rain. When 

Lu Meng's hea rd  about this, he h ad  the  soldier executed. This 

inc iden t proved to  be a de te r ren t  for th e  rest o f  th e  troops.

In  t h e  m e a n t im e ,  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  c o m m a n d e d  by Xu 

H uan g  were approach ing  th e  fron t near  Fancheng. Xu H uang  

h a d  h i s  a rch e r s  f i re  co p ies  o f  th e  le t te r  in  w h ic h  Sun  Q uan  

p ro m ised  Cao Cao to  co o rd in a te  th e i r  a t t a c k s  a g a in s t  Guan 

Yu in to  th e  ta t ter 's  camp. Already in  a quandary  a s  to  w hat to  

d o  about Lii Meng's a ttack ,  Guan Yu now  faced a  new  attack  

by Xu H uang .  He w a s  d e fe a ted  and  forced  to  w i th d r a w  h is  

troops laying siege to  Fancheng.

G u a n  Yu t h e n  s e n t  a n  e n v o y  t o  J i a n g l i n g  t o  g a th e r

1 0
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th e  River in Whiti

in fo rm a t ion .  T he  env oy  w as  offered  w a rm  ho sp ita l i ty  by Lii 

Meng an d  a llow ed  to  v is i t  fam il ie s  o f  Shu  troops,  w h o  told 

th e  en vo y  t h a t  th e  W u people  t r e a ted  th e m  decen t ly .  W hen 

th e  envoy  re tu rn ed  to  h is  camp, h e  relayed th i s  in fo rm ation  

to  th e  s o ld ie r s  w h o  in q u i re d  a b o u t  t h e i r  f a m il ie s  b e h in d  

e n e m y  lines.  W h en  th e s e  s o ld ie r s  h e a rd  a b o u t  th e  d ece n t  

t r e a tm e n t  t h e i r  re la t iv e s  rece ived  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  Wu 

troops,  th ey  lost th e i r  will  to  fight a n d  so m e  so ld ie rs  even 

s to le  back to  Jiangling.

By t h i s  t i m e ,  G u a n  Yu h a d  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  

u n d e re s t im a ted  th e  th re a t  o f  th e  Wu. b u t  it  w as  a lready too 

late. He w as  forced  to  re t rea t  w i th  b is  t ro o p s  to  M aicheng 

(sou theas t  o f  today 's  Dangyang in  Hubei).

Sun Quan m arched  h is  a rm y  to  Maicheng and  urged Guan 

Yu to surrender.  However. Guan Yu took a dozen cavalrymen 

w ith  h im  and  resum ed  h is  w es tw ard  flight.

T he  a m b ushers  pre-positioned by Sun Quan o n  a  back road 

in te rc e p te d  G uan  Y u 's  p a r ty  a n d  c a p tu re d  G uan  Yu alive. 

K nowing th a t  G uan  Yu w ould  no t  su r rend er ,  Sun Q uan  had 

h im  sum m ari ly  executed.

In recognition  o f  Sun Q uan ’s g reat  co n tr ib u t io n ,  Cao Cao 

m ad e  h im  Marquis o f  Nanchang . W hen Cao Pi a scen d ed  th e  

imperial th rone ,  h e  m ade  Sun Quan the  King o f  Wu.

I C Q
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11. Lu Xun T o rch es a  200-mile 

C hain  o f  B arracks

In  220 AD. Cao Cao had  a relapse o f  a chronic  illness, which 

would n o t  respond to  trea tm en t .  He died in Luoyang th a t  year 

a t  th e  age o f  66.

After Cao Cao's dea th ,  h is  c row n  p rin ce  Cao Pi succeeded 

him as bo th  King o f  Wei and  Counselor-in-chief to  the  emperor. 

In  au tu m n  o f  th e  same year his  suppor ters  and  close associates 

s ig n e d  a p e t i t io n  to  E m peror  Xian, u rg in g  h im  to  c ed e  the  

th rone  to  th e  King o l  Wei.

By th e  e n d  o f  220 AD. Cao Pi h a d  b eco m e  e m p e ro r  and  

fo u nd ed  th e  Wei dynasty, assum in g  th e  title  o f  Emperor Wen 

ol th e  Wei d y nasty .  T h is  form ally  m arked  th e  dem ise  o f  th e  

Eastern Han dynasty.

W h en  ne w s  o f  Cao Pi's access ion  to  t h e  im perial th ro n e  

reached  th e  s ta le  o f  Han, rum ors  w ere  rife th a t  Emperor Xian 

h a d  b een  k i l led  b y  Cao Pi. Liu Bei. t h e  King o f  H anzh on g , 

even  a rran ged  a funera l  fo r  th e  em peror.  Liu Bei's m in is te rs  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  w i t h  E m p e r o r  X ia n ' s  d e a t h .  Liu Bei. a 

d e sc e n d a n t  o f  th e  Han royalty, sh o u ld  righfully  succeed  h im  

a s  em pero r .  In  221 AD. t h e  King o f  H an z h o n g  w a s  form ally  

m ad e  em p ero r  in C hengdu  w ith  th e  ti t l e  o f  Em peror Zhaolie 

o f  th e  Han dy nasty .  S ince th e  geographical e x te n t  o f  h i s  rule 

w as  largely c o n f in ed  to  S hu  (covering  S ichuan ,  th e  bu lk  o f  

Y u n n a n .  G u izhou  in  i t s  e n t i re ty ,  a n d  p a r ts  o f  S h aanx i  and

I I I
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Gansu),  li is  k in g d o m  w a s  h is to r ica l ly  k n o w n  a s  th e  H a n  o f  

S hu  o r  s im ply  Shu.

T he  cap tu re  o f  J ingzhou  a n d  th e  s laying o f  Guan Yu had 

so rankled  Liu Bei th a t  h is  f irst order  a f te r  becom ing  em peror 

w a s  to  a v e n g e  t h e s e  h u m i l i a t i o n s  b y  a t t a c k i n g  W u o f  

Jiangdong.

His general Zhao Yun argued, however, th a t  it  w as  Cao Pi. 

n o t  Sun Quan. w h o  h a d  u su rped  th e  im peria l  th ron e ,  i f  the 

Caos could be annihila ted , th e  subm iss ion  o f  W u w ould  follow 

as a corollary. He w as  the re fo re  ag a ins t  a t ta c k in g  W u w hile  

le t t ing  Wei o f f  th e  hook.

O b jec t io n s  w ere  a lso  ra ised  by a s ig n if ic a n t  n u m b e r  o f  

m in is te rs ,  bu t  they  fell o n  d e a f  ears. Leaving Zhuge Liang in 

C hengdu to  ass is t  th e  crow n prince Liu Shan. Liu Bei decided 

to  lead a large expedit ionary  force ag a ins t  Wu.

As prepara tions were underw ay for th e  expedition. Liu Bei 

in s t ru c t e d  Z han g  Fei to  j o i n  fo rces  w i th  h im  in J ia n g zho u  

(today's Chongqing). Yet before th e  exped it ionary  force even 

began. Zhang  Fei w as  m urde red  by m u t in o u s  so ld iers ,  w ho  

th e n  defec ted  to  Wu. T h e  loss o f  tw o  exce l len t  generals  in  a 

row greatly weakened Liu Bei’s fighting force, bu t  his  obsession 

w i th  revenge con tin u ed  to  cloud h is  judg em en t .

W u w a s  a le r te d  o f  th e  im p en d in g  a ttack ,  and  Sun Quan 

w as  alarm ed w h en  h e  was inform ed th a t  Liu Bei was pi t t ing  a 

m assive  force agains t him. However, h is  o ffers  o f  peace were 

sp u rn ed  by Liu Bei.

W ith in  a  few days. Wu C oun ty  (nor th  o f  today 's  W ushan  

County in Sichuan) fell to  the  a rm y o f  Han o f  Shu. w hich  w ent 

o n  to  ta k e  Zigui (in th e  s o u t h  o f  Hubei). Sun Q uan  h ad  no

I I
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choice  bu t  to  send  Lu Xun a s  co m m ander- in -ch ie f  o f  a 50,000- 

s t rong  force to  res is t  th e  advancing  enemy.

After a  few m onths. Liu Bei's army had  penetrated 200 miles 

in to  Wu territory. From Zigui h e  led h is  main force on a  long 

m arch  th a t  look th e m  across  high  m o u n ta in s  along th e  sou th  

b a n k s  o f  t h e  Y ang tze ,  u n t i l  th e y  e v e n tu a l ly  a r r iv e d  n e a r  

Xinoting (n o r th w es t  o f  today 's  Y ichang in  Hubei).

Every b ite  o f  W u te r r i to ry  h a d  w h e t te d  th e  Shu  a rm y 's  

appe ti te  for larger conquests ,  an d  a s  they  pressed relentlessly 

o nw ard ,  th e  so ld ie rs  began  to  long for batt le .  However, they 

w ere  overr idden  by th e  com m ander- in -ch ie f  Lu Xun.

"The large  e x p e d i t io n a r y  fo rce  led by Liu Bei o n  th i s  

eastern  campaign has  the  advantage o f  h igh  morale a n d  robust 

c o m b a t  c ap a b i l i ty .  W h a t 's  m o re ,  th e y  a r e  u p s t r e a m  and  

therefore contro l impregnable, s trategic high ground, It  would 

be foolhardy for us to  risk our troops in a  frontal confrontation. 

T h e  w iser  th in g  to  d o  is increase ou r  s treng th  a n d  take  a  long 

view. W ith  l im e  they  will be tired o u t ,  and  th a t  will be  our 

ch an ce  to  attack."

T h e  genera ls  u n d e r  Lu Xun w ere  e i t h e r  v e te r a n s  h av ing  

served  u n d e r  S un  Ce. o r  m em b ers  o f  th e  nob il i ty  o f  th e  Sun 

l ineage, all  o f  w h o m  h a d  b een  u n h a p p y  w i th  Sun  Q u an 's  

ap p o in tm e n t  o f  the  young, schola r ly  Lu Xun a s  co m m an der-  

in-chief. W hen Lu Xun vetoed  th e i r  idea o f  engaging Liu Bei's 

army in battle, they  believed th a t  h e  was too cowardly to  fight. 

Their growing re sen tm en t  o f  h im  w as  reflected in the ir  private 

grumblings.

T he  Shu army estab lished  several dozen large cam p s  from 

W u C oun ty  all th e  w ay  to  Yiling (east o f  to day ’s Y ichang in
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Hubei), w h ic h  w e re  e n c lo se d  w i th  fen ces  m a d e  f rom  tree  t ru n k s  

a n d  b r a n c h e s ,  c r e a t in g  a  c h a in  o f  b a r ra c k s  t h a t  s t r e t c h e d  for 

a b o u t  t w o  h u n d r e d  m iles ,  l i u  Bei be l ieved  t h a t  t h i s  w o u ld  act  

a s  a  d r a g n e t  w a i t in g  to  e n s n a r e  a n y  W u fo rces  w h o  a ttack ed .

Y e t  s t i l l  Lu X u n  b i d e d  h i s  t i m e  a n d  m a d e  n o  m o v e .  T h e  

s t a n d - o f f  l a s te d  f ro m  J a n u a r y  u n t i l  J u n e  o f  t h a t  y e a r  I2 2 2  AD).

Liu Bei b e g a n  to  lo se  h i s  p a t i e n c e  a n d  s e n t  h i s  g e n e ra l  Wu 

Ban w i th  severa l  t h o u s a n d  t ro o p s  d o w n  t h e  m o u n ta i n  to  p i tc h  

t e n t s  o n  t h e  p l a i n  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  W u  f o r c e s .  T h e  Wu 

g e n e r a ls  w e r e  a ls o  c h a m p i n g  a t  t h e  b i t  a n d  d e m a n d e d  t o  be  

s e n t  i n t o  ba tt le .

Lu X u n  to ld  h i s  t roops .  "I've s tu d i e d  t h e  te r ra in .  W h ile  it  is 

t rue  t h a t  t h e  S h u  so ld iers  cam p ed  in  t h e  plain  a re  n o t  n u m ero u s ,  

th e re  m u s t  b e  a n  a m b u s h  in t h e  su r r o u n d in g  m o u n ta in  valleys.  

T h e y  a r e  t ry in g  t o  d r a w  u s  in by  c la m o r in g  fo r  a  l ig h t ,  b u t  w e  

m u s t  n o t  play i n to  t h e i r  h a n d s  b y  ob l ig ing  them ."

His  t ro o p s  r e m a in e d  u n c o n v in c ed .  Several d a y s  later,  w h e n  

t h e  W u  t r o o p s  s t i l l  r e f u s e d  t o  c o m e  o u t  f o r  a  f ig h t .  Liu Bei 

rea l ized  t h a t  Lu X u n  m u s t  h a v e  s e e n  t h r o u g h  h i s  ru se .  W h en  

h e  o r d e r e d  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  e ig h t  t h o u s a n d  S h u  t ro o p s  

f ro m  t h e  va lleys,  t h e  W u  t ro o p s  f in a l ly  c a m e  to  t h e  rea l iza t ion  

t h a t  Lu X u n  h a d  b e e n  r ig h t  a ll  a long.

O n e  d a y .  Lu X u n  c a l l e d  a n  u n s c h e d u l e d  m e e t i n g  o f  h is  

o f f i c e r s  a t  w h i c h  h e  a n n o u n c e d  h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  l a u n c h  a n  

a t t a c k  o n  t h e  S h u  a r m y .  H o w e v e r ,  h i s  o f f i c e r s  e x p r e s s e d  

d o u b t s .  "W e h a v e  m i s s e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  a t t a c k  Liu Bei. 

Now t h a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  a l lo w e d  to  p e n e t r a t e  2 0 0  m i le s  i n to  o u r  

te r r i to ry  a n d  h a s  t a k e n  c o n t r o l  o f  s t r a te g ic  p a s s e s  a n d  roads ,  

th e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  t o  b e  g a in e d  by a t t a c k i n g  h im ."

I I
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"W h e n  Liu Bei f i r s t  a r r iv e d  w i t h  h i s  t ro o p s ,  t h e y  h a d  h ig h  

m o r a l e  g o in g  fo r  t h e m  a n d  w e  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  e a s i l y  d e f e a te d  

t h e m ."  Lu X un  e x p la in e d .  "But th e y  h a v e  been  t ied  d o w n  here  

fo r  s u c h  a  long  t im e  w i t h o u t  m a k i n g  m u c h  p rog ress  t h a t  th e i r  

so ld ie r s  a rc  a l r e a d y  t i re d  o u t .  T h i s  i s  t h e  p e r fec t  l im e  for  u s  to  

d e f e a t  t h e m .”

H e  d i s p a t c h e d  a  sm a l l  c o n t i n g e n t  to  a t t a c k  a S h u  c a m p .  

A s s o o n  a s  h i s  t r o o p s  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  w o o d e n  f e n c e .  S h u  

s o l d i e r s  c h a r g e d  o u t  f r o m  b o t h  s i d e s .  T h e y  w e r e  s o o n  

r e in fo rc e d  by  t r o o p s  f ro m  a d ja c e n t  c a m p s .  T h e  o u t n u m b e r e d  

W u c o n t in g e n t ,  u n a b le  to  w i t h s t a n d  th e  ro b u s t  c o u n te r a t t a c k  

a n d  h a v in g  s u s t a i n e d  h e a v y  c a s u a l t i e s ,  b e a t  a  h a s t y  re trea t .

T o  t h e  c o m p la in t s  o f  h is  gen era ls .  Lu Xun r e sp o n d e d .  T h a t  

w a s  o n l y  a r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  m i s s i o n  t o  p r o b e  t h e  e n e m y ' s  

s t r e n g th s  a n d  w e ak n e sse s .  Now I h a v e  fo rm e d  a  p la n  to  s to r m  

t h e  S h u  army."

T h a t  n ight.  Lu Xun in s t ru c ted  every  so ld ie r  to b r in g  a  b u n d le  

o f  s t r a w  a n d  s o m e  k in d l in g  a n d  h id e  th e m s e lv e s  in  t h e  d e n s e  

w o o d s  o n  t h e  s o u t h  shore .  At m id n ig h t  t h e y  w e re  to  c h a rg e  o u t  

o f  t h e i r  h id in g  p laces  a n d  to rc h  t h e  c h a i n  o f  S h u  ba rracks .

At t h e  a p p o in t e d  h o u r ,  f o u r  W u g e n e r a l s  led  a  c h a r g e  o f  

sev e ra l  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  t ro o p s  t o w a r d  t h e  S h u  b a r ra c k s  

a n d  s e t  t h e  w o o d e n  fence  o n  fire. T h e  fire raced  f rom  o n e  c a m p  

to  t h e  n ex t ,  a id e d  b y  t h e  s t r o n g  w in d  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a ll  th e  

c a m p s  w ere  l inked  u p  by th e  w o o d e n  fences.  T h e  fo r ty -odd  large 

c a m p s  o f  Liu Bei's a rm y  w ere  s o o n  laid w id e  o p e n  to  a t tack .

By t h e  t im e  Liu Bei rea l ized  t h e r e  w a s  a  f i re  i t  w a s  t o o  la te  

t o  p u t  u p  a  f ig h t .  U n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  h i s  t ro o p s ,  Liu Bei 

b r o k e  o u t  o f  t h e  b la z e  a n d  fied i n to  t h e  M a 'an  M o u n ta in s .

I I
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Lu X un T o rches :i zoo-m ilc C hain  o l Bamn

Lu X u n  o r d e r e d  a l l  h i s  t r o o p s  t o  s u r r o u n d  t h e  M a 'a n  

M o u n ta in s  a n d  b eg in  a n  a l l - o u t  a t ta ck ;  t h e  te n  t h o u s a n d  Shu  

t ro o p s  in t h e  m o u n ta i n s  w e re  s o o n  ro u te d  a n d  su f fe re d  a h u g e  

n u m b e r  o f  c a s u a l t i e s .  T h e  b a t t l e  l a s te d  in to  t h e  n ig h t ,  w h e n  

Liu Bei w a s  f inal ly  a b le  to  b r e a c h  t h e  e n c i r c l e m e n t  w i th  a  few 

r e m a in in g  t ro o p s .  W h e n  t h e  W u  t r o o p s  d isc o v e re d  h i s  e s c a p e  

t h e y  im m e d ia t e l y  g ave  c h a s e .  T h e  p u r s u i n g  W u t r o o p s  w e r e  

h a n d i c a p p e d  b y  t h e  h e a v y  p i e c e s  o f  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  a r m o r  

t h r o w n  in  p i l e s  in  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  m o u n t a i n  p a s s e s  b y  t h e  

s u c c e s s i v e  p o s t  h o u s e s  to  h e lp  Liu Bei to  e s c a p e  to  Baidi (in 

to d a y 's  Feng j ie  C o u n ty  in  Chongqing) .

In t h i s  b a t t l e ,  t h e  e n t i r e  S h u  a r m y  w a s  d e c i m a t e d  a n d  all 

i t s  r iv e r in e  n a v a l  c ra f t ,  m a te r ie l  a n d  e q u ip m e n t  w a s  c a p tu r e d  

by t h e  W u  t roops.  T h i s  b a t t le  i s  h is to r ica l ly  k n o w n  a s  t h e  Battle 

o f  X ia o t in g  o r  t h e  B a tt le  o f  Yiling.

F o l lo w in g  t h i s  d e b a c le ,  Liu Bei r u e fu l ly  r e m a r k e d .  "H o w  

d id  I lo se  to  s o m e o n e  l ike  Lu X u n ?  It m u s t  b e  m y  b a d  karma!" 

A y e a r  l a te r  h e  c a m e  d o w n  w i th  a n  i l ln e ss  in  Y o n an  ( to d ay 's  

Fengjie  in  C hongqing) .

I  2  I
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12. Meng H u o ’s Seventh  

C apture

As h i s  h e a l t h  c o n t i n u e d  to  w o rs e n .  Liu Bei. t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  

t h e  H a n  o f  S h u .  s u m m o n e d  Z h u g e  L iang  t o  Y o n g 'a n  f ro m  

C h e n g d u  to  lea v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  fo r  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h .  H e  to ld  

Z h u g e  Liang. "You a re  t e n  t im e s  m o re  a b le  t h a n  Cao Pi, s o  I 'm  

s u r e  y o u  will  p u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  o n  t h e  r i g h t  t r ac k .  I f  y o u  t h in k  

m y  s o n  A d o u  ( i n f a n t  n a m e  o f  t h e  c r o w n  p r in c e  Liu S h an )  c a n  

b e  h e lp e d ,  t h e n  b y  all m e a n s  h e lp  h im .  O th e rw ise ,  I w a n t  you  

to  t a k e  o v e r  f ro m  h im  a s  ru le r .”

Z h u g e  Liang h a d  t e a r s  s t r e a m i n g  d o w n  h i s  c h e e k s  a n d  h is  

v o ic e  w a s  b r o k e n  b y  so b s .  T h e  o n ly  w a y  to  rep ay  y o u r  t ru s t ,  

s i re ,  is to  give  m y  b e s t  til l m y  la s t  b rea th ."

Liu Bei c a l led  h i s  y o u n g e s t  s o n  Liu Y o n g  to  h i s  b e d s id e  

a n d  sa id  to  h im .  “A fte r  m y  d e a t h  y o u  a n d  y o u r  b r o th e r s  m u s t  

re sp e c t  t h e  C o u n se lo r - in -c h ie f  a s  y o u  d o  y o u r  fa the r ."

Following Liu Bei's d e a th .  Z h u g e  Liang r e tu r n e d  t o  C h e n g d u  

a n d  w i t h  h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  Liu S h a n  a s c e n d e d  t h e  t h r o n e .  H e 

w o u ld  l a te r  b e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  Last E m p e ro r  o f  t h e  H a n  o f  Shu .

F o l l o w i n g  Liu S h a n ' s  a c c e s s i o n ,  a l l  m a t t e r s  o f  s t a t e ,  

r e g ard les s  o f  t h e i r  grav ity ,  w e re  d e c i d e d  b y  Z h u g e  Liang, w h o  

w o r k e d  d i l i g e n t ly  fo r  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  H a n  o f  S h u .  Yet 

t ro u b le  so o n  s ta r te d  in several c o m m a n d e r i e s  o f  t h e  N an zh o n g  

re g io n  (c o v e r in g  p a r t s  o f  p r e s e n t - d a y  S i c h u a n .  Y u n n a n  a n d  

G uizhou) .

I 2
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H uo’s  S even th  C apture

A p o w e r f u l  lo ca l  f i g u r e  in t h e  Y i z h o u  C o m m a n d e r y  by  

t h e  n a m e  o f  Y o n g  Kai h a d  k i l led  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a f t e r  l e a r n in g  

o f  Liu B e i 's  d e a t h ,  a n d  h a d  t h e n  s t a r t e d  a  r e b e l l i o n .  H e  

s w i t c h e d  h i s  a l l e g ia n c e  t o  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  W u o f  J i a n g d o n g  

a n d  c u l t i v a t e d  t i e s  w i t h  M en g  H u o .  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  a n  e t h n i c  

m i n o r i t y  in  N a n z h o n g ,  i n s t i g a t i n g  h i m  t o  ra l ly  o t h e r  t r ib a l  

g r o u p s  in  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  a g a in s t  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  H a n  o f  Shu .

At Y o n g  Kai 's  in s t ig a t io n .  Z h u  Bao. t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  Z an g k e  

(n e a r  t o d a y ' s  Z u n y i  in G u iz h o u )  a n d  G ao  D ing, a  t r ib a l  c h i e f  

in Y u ex i  ( s o u t h e a s t  o f  t o d a y ' s  X ic h a n g  C o u n t y  in  S i c h u a n )  

a ls o  ro se  in revo lt .  H a l f  o f  S h u  t e r r i to ry  w a s  t h u s  lo s t ,  t o  t h e  

g re a t  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  o f  Z h u g e  Liang.

T h e  s t a t e  o f  H a n  o f  S h u  w a s  t h e n  s t i l l  r e c o v e r in g  f r o m  

t h e  d e b a c l e  o f  X i a o t i n g  a n d  t h e  d e a t h  o f  i t s  f o u n d i n g  

e m p e r o r ,  a n d  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  in  n o  p o s i t i o n  t o  p l u n g e  b a c k  

i n t o  w ar .  Z h u g e  L iang  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  a  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i th  

t h e  s t a t e  o f  W u  o f  J i a n g d o n g  to  e n s u r e  s t a b i l i t y  in t h e  e a s t .  

H e  i m p l e m e n t e d  in c e n t iv e  m e a s u r e s  to  p r o m o te  p r o d u c t io n ,  

u n d e r t o o k  i r r ig a t io n  w o rk s ,  a c c u m u l a t e d  s u r p l u s  g ra in  a n d  

in te n s i f i e d  m il i ta ry  t r a in in g .  W h e n  s ta b i l i ty  w a s  r e s to r e d  tw o  

y e a r s  l a t e r .  Z h u g e  L ia n g  d e c i d e d  t o  l a u n c h  a  s o u t h e r n  

c a m p a ig n .

In  M a rch  o f  2 2 5  AD. Z h u g e  L iang  s e t  o f f  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  a 

la rge  a rm y .  Ma Su. t h e  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  o f  Z h u g e  L iang 's  c lose  

f r i e n d  Ma Liang, a c c o m p a n i e d  Z h u g e  L iang  u n t i l  t h e y  w e r e  

m ile s  o u t  o f  t h e  c ity .

W h e n  p a r t in g .  Z h u g e  Liang t o o k  Ma S u 's  h a n d s  in  h i s  a n d  

sa id .  "W e h a v e  b e e n  f r i e n d s  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  n o w .  Do y o u  h a v e  

a n y  g o o d  a d v ic e  to  o f f e r  m e  b e f o re  w e  s a y  g o odbye?"

I 2 5
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" B e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  i n a c c e s s i b l e  t e r r a i n  a n d  t h e i r  

g e o g r a p h i c a l  r e m o t e n e s s  f r o m  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  t h e  p e o p l e  of 

N a n z h o n g  h a v e  lo n g  r e s i s t e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  Even if 

w e  s u b ju g a te  t h e m  w i th  o v e r w h e lm in g  force ,  t h e y  a re  b o u n d  

t o  m a k e  t ro u b le  in t h e  fu tu re .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  key to th e  

a r t  o f  w a r  i s  w i n n i n g  h e a r t s  a n d  m in d s .  M il i ta ry  c o n q u e s t  is 

s e c o n d a r y  to  t h a t .  O n  y o u r  s o u t h e r n  c a m p a ig n  m a k e  s u r e  you 

w i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  p eo p le  o f  N a n zh o n g .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n ly  w ay  

t o  so lv e  t h e  p r o b le m  o n c e  a n d  for  all," Ma Su  rep lied .

Ma S u  h a d  s p o k e n  Z h u g e  L ia n g 's  m i n d  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  

n o d d e d  a p p r o v in g ly .  T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  h e lp f u l  a d v ic e !  I 

w i l l  d o  a s  y o u  say."

T h e  S h u  e x p e d i t i o n a r y  fo rc e  le d  b y  Z h u g e  Liang s c o r e d  a 

s t r i n g  o f  v i c to r i e s  a s  it m a r c h e d  s o u t h w a r d .  W i th  t h e  la rge  

S h u  f o r c e  s t i l l  h a l f w a y  f r o m  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .  G ao  D in g  I t h e  

c h i e f t a i n  o f  Y u ex i l  a n d  Y o n g  Kai w e r e  a l r e a d y  in  a  p i t c h e d  

b a t t l e .  Y o n g  Kai w a s  s o o n  k i l l e d ,  y e t  w h e n  t h e  S h u  t r o o p s  

m a r c h e d  i n t o  Y uex i ,  t h e y  s l e w  Gao Ding.

Z h u g e  Liang a t t a c k e d  in  t w o  p r o n g s ,  le d  b y  h i s  g e n e r a ls  

Li H u i  a n d  Ma Z h o n g  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  In  l e s s  t h a n  a  f o r t n ig h t .  

Ma Z h o n g  b r o k e  t h e  d e f e n s e s  o (  Z an g k e .  w i p i n g  o u t  a ll  t h e  

r e b e l s  in  t h e  a rea .  T h e  r e b e l l i o n  o f  t h e  f o u r  c o m m a n d e r i e s  

w a s  t h u s  p u t  d o w n  in  s h o r t  o rd e r .

H o w ev e r ,  t r o u b le  w a s  f a r  f r o m  over .  A f te r  a b s o r b in g  Y ong  

Kai 's  r e m a in i n g  t ro o p s .  M eng H u o .  a c h i e f t a i n  o f  N a n zh o n g .  

c o n t i n u e d  h i s  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  S h u  a rm y .  Z h u g e  Liang 

f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  n o t  o n ly  w a s  M en g  H u o  a  b r a v e  w a r r io r  b u t  

t h a t  h e  a l s o  e n jo y e d  g r e a t  p r e s t ig e  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  a m o n g  t h e  

t r i b e s  t h a t  i n h a b i t e d  N a n z h o n g .
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H uci’s S e w iitli Cnptiirc

R e c a l l i n g  Ma S u ' s  p a r t i n g  a d v ic e .  Z h u g e  L iang  d e c i d e d  

t o  t r y  t o  w i n  M e n g  H u o  o v e r .  H e  o r d e r e d  h i s  t r o o p s  to  

c a p t u r e  M en g  H u o  a l iv e  a n d  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  n o  h a r m  w a s  

d o n e  t o  h i m .

W ith  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a s t u t e n e s s ,  Z h u g e  L iang  d i r e c te d  h is  

fo r c e s  t o  b e a t  a  f a ls e  r e t r e a t  a f t e r  a  s k i r m i s h  w i t h  t h e  t ro o p s  

o f  M e n g  H u o .  w h o  s e n t  h i s  s o l d i e r s  in  h o t  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  

f lee in g  e n e m y  i n  t h e  b e lie f  t h a t  h i s  fo rc e  e n jo y e d  a  n u m e r ic a l  

a d v a n t a g e .  Y e t  it d i d  n o t  t a k e  h i m  l o n g  t o  r e a l i z e  h e  h a d  

w a lk e d  in to  a n  a m b u s h :  h i s  t r o o p s  d i s p e r s e d  in  all d i r e c t i o n s  

a n d  M en g  H u o  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  c a p t u r e d  alive .

W h e n  M eng H u o  w a s  b o u n d  a n d  t a k e n  to  Z h u g e  L iang 's  

h e a d q u a r te r s ,  h e  w a s  s u r e  h e  w o u ld  be  k illed .  T o  h i s  su rp r i se .  

Z h u g e  L ian g  o r d e r e d  t h a t  h e  b e  u n t i e d  a s  s o o n  a s  h e  w a s  

b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  c o m m a n d e r ' s  t e n t .  Z h u g e  L iang  b e g a n  to  

t ry  t o  r e g a in  M en g  H u o ' s  f e a l ty  t o  t h e  t h e  H a n  o f  S h u .  b u t  

M eng H u o  w o u ld  n o t  c h a n g e  h i s  p o s i t io n .  "I w a lk e d  i n t o  y our  

t r a p  o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  m y  c a r e le s s n e s s .  T h i s  is n o t  fair."

Z h u g e  L iang  d i d  n o t  i n s i s t ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  r o d e  w i t h  M eng 

H u o  a r o u n d  h i s  c a m p  t o  s h o w  h i m  t h e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  

t h e  s t a t e  o f  h i s  t r o o p s .  " W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  o f  m y  t ro o p s? "  

H e  a s k e d  M en g  H uo.

"I w a s  d e f e a t e d  b e f o re  b e c a u s e  I w a s  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  t r u e  

s t a t e  o f  y o u r  fo rce s .  I t h a n k  y o u  fo r  s h o w i n g  i t  to  m e .  I a m  

n o t  im p re s s e d .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  w i l l  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e f e a t  you." 

M eng  H u o  rep lied .

1 2 9
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Z h u g e  L iang  h a d  a g o o d ,  h e a r t y  la u g h .  "S ince  t h a t ’s  h o w  

y o u  t h i n k ,  I  w a n t  y o u  t o  g o  b a c k  a n d  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  

b a t t le ."

A f t e r  h i s  r e l e a s e .  M e n g  H u o  f l e d  b a c k  t o  h i s  t r i b e  a n d  

r e b u i l t  h i s  fo rce .  S o o n  h e  l a u n c h e d  a n o t h e r  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  

t h e  S h u  t r o o p s .  B rav e  b u t  n a iv e  w a r r io r  t h a t  h e  w a s .  M eng  

H u o  p r o v e d  n o  m a t c h  fo r  Z h u g e  Liang a n d  w a s  s o o n  c a p tu r e d  

a s e c o n d  t im e.

Y et  Z h u g e  Liang’s  e lo q u e n c e  s t i l l  fa i led  t o  w i n  o v e r  M eng  

H u o ,  a n d  h e  w a s  s e t  f ree  o n c e  aga in .

T h e  s a m e  e v e n t s  c a m e  to  b e  r e p e a te d  s e v e n  t im e s .  W h e n  

M en g  H u o  w a s  c a p t u r e d  fp r  t h e  s e v e n t h  t im e ,  Z h u g e  Liang 

i n t e n d e d  t o  free  h i m .  b u t  t h i s  t i m e  M en g  H u o  w a s  r e lu c t a n t  

t o  go. "You’v e  c a p tu r e d  m e  sev en  t im e s  a n d  e v ery  t im e  y o u ’ve 

s e t  m e  free aga in .  You've  d o n e  e v e ry th in g  y o u  c o u ld  to  be  k ind  

t o  m e  a n d  I r e s p e c t  y o u  f r o m  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  m y  h e a r t .  From 

n o w  o n  I c a n  n o  lo n g e r  b r in g  m y s e l f  to  rebel  a g a i n s t  you."

U p o n  h i s  r e t u r n .  M e n g  H u o  s e c u r e d  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  

a ll  t h e  t r i b e s  a n d  t h e  N a n z h o n g  re g io n  o n c e  a g a in  r e v e r te d  

t o  S h u  c o n t ro l .

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  o f  N a n z h o n g .  Z h u g e  L iang  

d e c r e e d  t h a t  M e n g  H u o  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  c h i e f t a i n s  s h o u l d  

a d m i n i s t e r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  a r e a s  a s  t h e y  u s e d  to .  S o m e  o f  

h i s  g e n e r a l s  s a i d  t o  Z h u g e  L ia n g .  " T h e  r e c o n q u e s t  o f  

N a n z h o n g  h a s  n o t  b e e n  e asy .  W h y  d o  y o u  lea v e  t h e  s a m e  o ld  

c h i e f s  i n  p o w e r  i n s t e a d  o f  a p p o i n t i n g  o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  t h e  

c ap i ta l?"
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"T he  c o n s  liir  o u t w e ig h  t h e  p ro s  in s e n d i n g  o f f i c ia l s  f rom  

t h e  c ap i t a l ."  Z h u g e  L iang  r e p l ie d ,  " i f  w e  s e n d  o f f i c ia l s ,  th e y  

h a v e  t o  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  t r o o p s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  to  b e  fed .  

B e s id es ,  r e c e n t  w a r s  h a v e  in e v i t a b l y  l e f t  c a s u a l t i e s  in  t h e i r  

w a k e .  I f  w e  a p p o i n t  o u r  o f f i c i a l s  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  re g io n ,  

t h e r e  i s  b o u n d  to  b e  t r o u b le .  I f  w e  d o n ' t  s e n d  o f f i c ia l s ,  t h e n  

w e  w i l l  n o t  n e e d  to  s t a t i o n  t r o o p s  h e r e  a n d  w e  w il l  n o t  n e e d  

t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  s e n d i n g  s u p p l i e s  t o  t h e  t r o o p s .  W h e n  t h e  

t r i b e s  g e t  t h e i r  a u t o n o m y ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  p e a c e  b e tw e e n  th e  

H a n s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  e th n ic i t i e s .  S u re ly  t h i s  i s  a n  a r ra n g e m e n t  

t h a t  s u i t s  e v e ry b o d y ."

W h e n  Z h u g e  L ian g  r e t u r n e d  t o  C h e n g d u ,  t h e  E m p e r o r  

c a m e  o u t  o f  t h e  c i t y  t o  w e l c o m e  h i m .  T h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  o f  

N a n z h o n g  w a s  c a u s e  fo r  n a t i o n a l  c e le b r a t io n .

Z h u g e  Liang t h e n  t u r n e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  to  p r e p a r a t i o n s  fo r  

a  m a jo r  n o r t h e r n  c a m p a ig n .  T o  t h i s  e n d  h e  p u r s u e d  a  p o l icy  

o f  a c c u m u l a t i n g  n a t i o n a l  w e a l t h  a n d  b e g i n n i n g  i n t e n s i v e  

m i l i t a r y  t r a in in g .
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13. Ma Su Loses J ie ting

In t h e  w i n t e r  o f  2 2 7  AD, t w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  p a c i f ic a t io n  o f  

N a n zh o n g .  Z h u g e  Liang w a s  r e a d y  a n d  fu l ly  p re p a re d .  H e  led 

a  la rge  g a r r i s o n  fo rce  i n t o  H a n z h o n g ,  w h i c h ,  b y  v i r t u e  o f  i t s  

p r o x i m i t y  to  t h e  b o r d e r  b e tw e e n  W ei a n d  S h u .  w o u l d  b e  an 

idea l  b a s e  f ro m  w h i c h  h e  c o u ld  in v a d e  t h e  k in g d o m  o f  W ei a t  

t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  c h o o s in g .

Before s e t t i n g  o f f  f ro m  C h e n g d u ,  h e  p re s e n te d  a  m em o r ia l  

t o  Liu S h a n ,  t h e  L as t  E m p e ro r ,  in  w h i c h  h e  c a u t i o n e d  h im  

a g a in s t  c o m p la c e n c y  a n d  m is p la c e d  h u m il i ty ,  a n d  e n c o u ra g e d  

h i m  t o  s u r r o u n d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  sa g e  c o u n s e l o r s  a n d  to  s h u n  

b ase -sp i r i ted  p e rso n s .  H e  a ls o  e x p re s s e d  h is  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to 

t a k e  o n  t h e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  r e s to r in g  t h e  H a n  d y n a s ty .  T h is  

i s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  f a m o u s  "C hu  Shi  Biao" (m e m o r i a l  to  t h e  

e m p e r o r  o n  t h e  o c c a s io n  o f  t h e  t ro o p s '  send-off) .

T h e  fo l low ing  year,  Z h u g e  Liang em p lo y e d  a  feint: h e  leaked  

o u t  i n f o r m a t io n  t h a t  h e  w a s  t a r g e t i n g  M e ic h e n g  ( in  w h a t  is 

n o w  Mei C o u n t y  in  S h a a n x i )  w h i l e  a c tu a l ly  d i s p a t c h i n g  h is  

g en era l  Z h a o  Y u n  t o  lead  a  c o n t i n g e n t  i n to  Ji Valley  (n o r th  of 

w h a t  i s  n o w  t h e  c i t y  o f  X ib a o  in  S h a a n x i) .  W h e n  t h e  leak ed  

n e w s  re a c h e d  t h e  W ei a rm y ,  it  d e p lo y e d  t h e  b u lk  of i ts  t ro o p s  

to  M eicheng ,  j u s t  a s  Z h u g e  Liang h a d  p l a n n e d .  T h i s  w h e n  t h e  

W ei  a r m y  l e a s t  e x p e c t e d  i t .  t h e  m a s s i v e  fo rc e  le d  b y  Z h u g e  

L iang  a d v a n c e d  o n  M o u n t  Qi l e a s t  o f  t o d a y ' s  Li C o u n t y  in 

G an su )  f ro m  t h e  w est .

Y ears  o f  r ig o ro u s  t r a i n i n g  h a d  m a d e  th e  S h u  a r m y  i n t o  a
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well-o rgan ized  a n d  d isc ip l in ed  f ig h t in g  fo rce  w i th  h ig h  m orale.  

M e a n w h i le ,  t h e  u n e v e n t f u l  y e a r s  o n  t h e  S h u  f r o n t  fo l lo w in g  

Liu Bei s  d e a th  h a d  lu lled  t h e  k in g d o m  o f  Wei i n to  a  fa lse  se n se  

o f  s e c u r i t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  S h u  a r m y ' s  a t t a c k  o n  M o u n t  Qi 

c a u g h t  t h e  W ei g a r r i so n  th e re  to ta l ly  o l  f  guard .  T h e  W ei t ro o p s  

r e t r e a t e d  b e f o re  t h e  a d v a n c in g  S h u  a rm y ,  w h i c h  s e i z e d  t h e  

m o m e n t u m  g e n e ra te d  by i ts  f re s h  v ic to ry  to  p re s s  on .  T h e  Wei 

ge n era ls  d e f e n d in g  t h e  c o m m a n d e r i e s  o f  T ia n s h u l ,  N an 'an  and  

A n d in g  n o r t h  o f  M o u n t  Qi d e f e c te d  a n d  o f f e r e d  t o  s u r r e n d e r  

to  Z h u g e  Liang.

C ao  Pi. E m pero r  W e n  o f  t h e  Wei d y n a s ty ,  a ls o  d ie d  a r o u n d  

t h i s  t i m e .  S o  w h e n  t h e  c o u r t  o f f i c i a l s  o f  W e i  h e a r d  a b o u t  

t h e  m a s s i v e  c a m p a i g n  u n l e a s h e d  b y  S h u  H a n ,  t h e y  w e r e  

t h r o w n  i n t o  g r e a t  c o n s t e r n a t i o n .  C ao  Rui. t h e  n e w ly  c r o w n e d  

E m p e r o r  M in g ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  s e n t  Z h a n g  H e  w i t h  f i f t y  

t h o u s a n d  m e n  t o  M o u n t  Qi. in o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  

t h e  S h u  force .  T h e  e m p e r o r  h i m s e l f  e v e n  t ra v e le d  to  C h an g 'n n  

to  d i r e c t  t h e  b a t t l e .

At M o u n t  Qi.  Z h u g e  Liang d e c id e d  to  s e n d  a  c o n t i n g e n t  to 

t ak e  c o n t r o l  o f  J i e t i n g  ( s o u th e a s t  o f  w h a t  is n o w  Z h u a n g la n g  

in  G a n s u l  a s  a b a s e  l o r  f u r t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s .  B y p a s s in g  th e  

v e te r a n  g e n e ra ls  a t  h is  s id e  h e  p ick ed  Ma Su  t o  b e  c o m m a n d e r  

o f  t h i s  c o n t in g e n t .

Ma Su  w a s  a n  a v id  r e a d e r  o f  b o o k s  o n  t h e  a r t  o f  w a r  a n d  

e n jo y e d  a n a l y s i n g  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e .  H is  g o o d  a d v ic e  o n  w a r  

m a t t e r s  h a d  e a r n e d  h i m  t h e  t r u s t  o f  Z h u g e  L iang. Liu Bei. 

h o w ev er ,  s u s p e c te d  Ma Su  o f  b e in g  u n t r u s tw o r th y ,  a n d  h e  had  

m a d e  a  p o in t  o f  w a r n i n g  Z h u g e  Liang. "Ma Su  t e n d s  to  b rag  

a n d  is n o t  l i t  f o r  b ig  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s . "  Z h u g e  Liang d i d  n o t

I
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Ma Su to s e s  Jie ting

p a y  m u c h  h e e d  to  t h i s  w a r n in g ,  a n d  a p p o in t e d  Ma Su  to  t h e  

v a n g u a r d  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t io n ,  w i th  W a n g  P ing  a s  h i s  d e p u ty .

As t h e  t ro o p s  led  by  Ma Su  a n d  W a n g  Ping re a c h e d  J ie t ing .  

t h e  W ei f o r c e s  a t  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  Z h a n g  H e w e r e  m a r c h in g  

in  f ro m  t h e  e as t .  A f te r  s u rv e y in g  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a rea ,  Ma Su 

s a id  t o  W a n g  Ping, "W e a re  p r o t e c t e d  b y  f o r b i d d in g  t e r r a in  

h e re .  T h e r e  i s  a  m o u n t a i n  n e a r  J i e t i n g .  W e  c a n  c a m p  o n  th e  

m o u n t a i n  a n d  p r e p a r e  a n  a m b u s h ."

'T h e  C o u n se lo r - in -c h ie f  l e f t  i n s t r u c t io n s  to  d e f e n d  t h e  c ity  

w i t h  fo r t i f i c a t io n s .  It i s  t o o  r isky  t o  c a m p  o n  th e  m o u n ta in ."  

W a n g  Ping r e m i n d e d  h im .

Ma Su ,  s h o r t  o n  w a r  e x p e r i e n c e  b u t  p r o u d  o f  h i s  w id e  

r e a d in g  o n  th e  sub jec t ,  ignored  W an g  Ping's a d v ic e  a n d  in s is ted  

o n  c a m p in g  o n  t h e  m o u n ta in .  A f te r  s e v e ra l  fu t i le  a t t e m p t s  to 

m a k e  Ma Su  c h a n g e  h i s  m in d ,  W a n g  P ing  gave  u p  a n d  a sk e d  

Ma Su  to  a s s ig n  o n e  t h o u s a n d  m e n  to  h im .  w h o  h e  s e t  u p  c a m p  

w i th  a t  t h e  fo o t  o f  t h e  m o u n ta in .

W h e n  Z h a n g  H e  in J i e t i n g  h e  w a s  d e l i g h t e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  

Ma Su  h a d  n o t  s t a y e d  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  w a l l s  t o  d e f e n d  i t .  He 

i m m e d ia t e l y  p r o c e e d e d  to  b u i ld  f o r t i f i c a t io n s  a n d  s u r r o u n d  

t h e  m o u n t a i n  w i th  t roops .

W av e s  o f  s o ld ie r s  c h a r g e d  d o w n h i l l  a t  Ma S u 's  o r d e rs ,  bu t  

w e re  u n a b le  t o  b re a c h  t h e  d e f e n s e s  b u i l t  b y  Z h a n g  H e 's  t roops.  

M any  S h u  so ld ie rs  w e re  killed in th e  s h o w e r  o f  a r ro w s  re leased  

by  W ei a rch e rs .

W ith  t h e  m o u n t a i n ' s  w a te r  so u rc e  c u t  o f f  by  t h e  W ei a rm y ,  

t h e  S h u  t r o o p s  w e re  u n a b l e  t o  c o o k  t h e i r  m e a l s ,  a n d  a s  t h e  

e n c i r c l e m e n t  d rag g ed  o n  th e r e  w a s  g ro w in g  u n r e s t  in  t h e  S hu  

e n c a m p m e n t .  Z h a n g  H e  c h o s e  t h i s  m o m e n t  to  l a u n c h  a general

1 3 9
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a t t a c k .  T h e  S h u  so ld ie r s  d isp e r se d  in a ll  d i r e c t io n s  d e s p i te  Mu 

S u 's  o r d e r s  to  s t a y  g r o u n d e d .  H e  w a s  fo rced  to  f ig h t  h i s  way 

o u t  o f  t h e  e n c i r c l e m e n t  a n d  flee  w est .

In  t h e  m e a n t im e ,  W a n g  Ping w a s  se c u re ly  e n t r e n c h e d  w i th  

h i s  o n e  t h o u s a n d  t r o o p s  a t  t h e  fo o t  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n .  W h e n  

h e  l e a r n e d  o f  Ma S u 's  ro u t ,  h e  o r d e r e d  h i s  s o ld ie r s  t o  m a k e  a 

r a c k e t  o n  t h e i r  d r u m s  t o  s i m u l a t e  a  c h a r g e .  Z h a n g  H e ,  

s u s p e c t i n g  a n  a m b u s h ,  k e p t  h i s  t r o o p s  a  s a f e  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  

t h e  n o i s e .  W a n g  P ing  w a s  t h u s  a b le  t o  a s s e m b l e  h i s  t r o o p s  

a n d  b e a t  a n  o r d e r l y  r e t r e a t  w i t h o u t  a  s i n g l e  c a s u a l ty ,  e v e n  

p ick in g  u p  m a n y  o f  t h e  d e s e r t e r s  f ro m  Ma S u 's  a rm y .

W i th  t h e  lo ss  o f  J i e t in g .  t h e  S h u  a r m y  w a s  d e p r iv e d  o f  an  

i m p o r t a n t  b a s e  a n d  s u f f e r e d  h e a v y  c a s u a l t i e s .  In  o r d e r  to  

c u t  h i s  lo s s e s .  Z h u g e  L ian g  d e c i d e d  to  c a l l  h i s  e n t i r e  a r m y  

b a c k  to  H a n z h o n g .

Z h u g e  Liang c o n d u c te d  a  t h o r o u g h  in q u iry  u p o n  h i s  re tu rn  

t o  H a n z h o n g .  a n d  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  l o s s  o f  J i e t i n g  w a s  

e n t i r e l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  Ma S u 's  d i s r e g a r d  fo r  h i s  o r d e r s .  Ma 

Su  w a s  p u t  in  j a i l  a f t e r  b e in g  c o n v ic t e d  o f  a  c a p i t a l  o f fen se .

In  j a i l .  Ma Su  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r  t o  Z h u g e  L iang. "Y ou  h a v e  

t rea te d  m e  l ike  y o u r  o w n  s o n  a n d  I 've looked  to  y o u  a s  a  fa the r .  

I 've  c o m m i t t e d  a  c a p i ta l  o f f e n s e .  1 h o p e  y o u  c a n  t rea t  m y  son  

in  t h e  w a y  E m p e r o r  S h u n  o f  a n t i q u i t y  w a s  a b l e  t o  g iv e  

i m p o r t a n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  Y u  e v e n  a f t e r  p u t t i n g  t o  d e a t h  

Y u 's  f a th e r  G un .  T h i s  i s  m y la s t  r e q u e s t  o f  you ."

A fte r  t h e  e x e c u t io n  o l  Ma Su. Z h u g e  Liang fo n d ly  reca lled  

t h e  h a p p y  m o m e n t s  h e  h a d  s h a r e d  w i t h  Ma S u  a n d .  t r u e  to 

h i s  p ro m ise ,  h e  t o o k  g o o d  c a re  o l  Ma S u 's  son.

W an g  Ping, w h o  h a d  t r ie d  to  p re v e n t  Ma Su  f rom  m a k in g  a

1 4  I
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m is ta k e  a n d  h a d  c o n t r ib u t e d  t o  t h e  p re se rv a t io n  o f  h i s  t roops,  

w a s  p r o m o te d  by Z h u g e  Liang to  a c o m m a n d  of five d iv is io n s .

Z h u g e  L iang  to ld  Iris t r o o p s .  - T h i s  m i l i t a r y  s e t b a c k  w a s  

a d m i t t e d l y  a r e s u l t  o f  Ma S u 's  i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n ;  b u t  I c a n n o t  

e s c a p e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  for  n o t  p i c k i n g  t h e  r i g h t  c o m m a n d e r .*  

H e  a c c o rd in g ly  a s k e d  t h e  e m p e r o r  t o  d e m o t e  h im .

Liu S h a n  w a s  a t  a  lo s s  a s  to  w h a t  to  do .  A m i n i s t e r  sa id ,  

"S ince  t h i s  is w h a t  t h e  C o u n s e lo r - in - c h ie f  w a n t s ,  y o u  sh o u ld  

g r a n t  h i s  w i s h . "  Liu S h a n  i s s u e d  a n  e d i c t  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  

d e m o t io n  o f  Z h u g e  Liang to  G enera l  o f  t h e  R ight  w i t h  d e  fac to  

f u n c t i o n s  o f  C o u n se lo r- in -ch ie f .

T h e  o f f ice rs  a n d  m e n  o f  t h e  S h u  a r m y  w ere  d e e p ly  m o v ed  

b y  Z h u g e  L iang’s  e x a m p l e .  T h e y  l e a r n e d  i m p o r t a n t  l e s s o n s  

f r o m  t h e  d e f e a t  a n d  m o r a l e  w a s  h e i g h t e n e d .  T h a t  w i n t e r .  

Z h u g e  L iang 's  f o r c e s  f o u g h t  t h e i r  w a y  o u t  o f  S a n g u a n  Pass  

( s o u t h w e s t  o f  w h a t  i s  n o w  Baqji in  S h a a n x i )  a n d  e n c i r c l e d  

C h e n c a n g  l ea s t  o l  Baojil.  k i l l in g  a W ei genera l;  t h e  n e x t  sp r ing ,  

h i s  force  recove red  t h e  c o m m a n d e r i e s  o f  W u d u  ( today 's  C h en g  

C o u n t y  in G a n s u )  a n d  Y a n g p in g  ( n o r t h w e s t  o f  w h a t  is n o w  

W e n  C o u n t y  i n  G a n s u ) .  I n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  

a c h i e v e m e n t s .  Liu S h a n  t h e  Last E m p e r o r  i s s u e d  a n  e d i c t  

r e in s ta t in g  Z h u g e  Liang a s  C o u n se lo r - in -c h ie f .
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i 4. D eath o f  a G enius 

a t  W u zh an g y u an

In  April o f  2 2 9  AD. S un  Q u a n ,  t h e  King o f  W u. w a s  fo rm al ly  

d e c la r e d  e m p e r o r .  M ost  o f  t h e  m in i s t e r s  o f  S h u  H a n  be l ieved  

t h a t  h e  h a d  u s u r p e d  a n d  th e r e f o r e  d e m a n d e d  a n  e n d  t o  S h u 's  

a l l i a n c e  w i t h  W u. Z h u g e  L iang, o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  t h e  m a in  t h r e a t  c a m e  f ro m  Wei. H e  d e c i d e d  t o  m a in t a in  

t h e  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  W u  a s  h e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  h i s  n o r t h e r n  

c a m p a ig n .

In  2 3 1  AD. Z h u g e  L ian g  l a u n c h e d  h i s  f o u r t h  n o r t h e r n  

e x p e d i t i o n ,  m a r c h i n g  h i s  t r o o p s  t o w a r d  M o u n t  Qi. T o  r e s i s t  

t h i s  o f f e n s i v e ,  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  W ei  i m m e d i a t e l y  s e n t  t h e  

g e n e r a l s  S im a  Yi a n d  Z h a n g  H e  w i t h  t h e i r  t r o o p s  t o w a r d  

M o u n t  Qi. L eav ing  s o m e  o f  h i s  t r o o p s  n e a r  M o u n t  Qi. Z h u g e  

L iang led  h i s  m a in  fo rc e  t o  i n t e r c e p t  S im a  Yi.

S i m a  Yi w a s  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  Z h u g e  L ia n g 's  m i l i t a r y  

s t r a t e g i e s .  I n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  Z h u g e  L ia n g ' s  f o r c e  h a d  

p e n e t r a t e d  t o o  d e e p  i n t o  e n e m y  t e r r i t o r y ,  c a r r y i n g  o n l y  a 

l i m i t e d  s u p p l y  o f  g r a in ,  h e  i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  t r o o p s  t o  s h i e l d  

t h e m s e lv e s  b e h in d  s t r o n g  d e f e n s e s  a n d  r e f ra in  f ro m  e n g ag in g  

t h e  o p p o s i n g  fo rc e s  in  b a t t le .

T h e  o th e r  W ei g en era ls , th in k in g  S im a Yi w as a fra id  o f  

Z huge Liang, rep ea ted ly  a sk ed  fo r p e rm iss io n  to  engage th e  

en em y . "You fea r th e  Shu  a rm y  a s  if  it  w ere  a tiger. A ren 't 

you a fra id  o f  be ing  m ade  a  lau g h in g sto ck ?”

I
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A g a in s t  h i s  b e t t e r  j u d g m e n t .  S im a  Yi w a s  p r e s s u r e d  to  

t h r o w  h i s  t ro o p s  i n to  b a t t l e .  T h e y  su f f e r e d  a  c r u s h i n g  d e fea t .  

As a  r e s u l t  o f  m i s h a n d l i n g  b y  su p p ly  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  S h u  a r m y  

s o o n  d e p l e t e d  i ts  g r a in  s u p p l i e s  a n d  h a d  t o  w i t h d r a w .  T h e  

W ei  g e n e r a l  Z h a n g  H e  le d  h i s  t r o o p s  in  h o t  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  

r e t r e a t in g  S h u  a rm y  u n t i l  t h e y  c a m e  to  t h e  v ic in i ty  o f  M um en.  

a n  a rea  c r i s s c ro s se d  w i th  valleys,  w h e r e  h e  m e t  h i s  d e a t h  in a 

v o l ley  o f  a r ro w s  s h o t  by  a n  a m b u s h  la id  b y  Z h u g e  Liang.

Z h u g e  L ian g  h a d  in  s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  b e e n  f o r c e d  to  

w i t h d r a w  h i s  t r o o p s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  r u n n i n g  o u t  o f  g r a in .  

C h a s t e n e d  b y  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  h e  d e v i s e d  t w o  k i n d s  o f  

t r a n s p o r t :  o n e  w a s  c a l l e d  " m u  n /u*  ( w o o d e n  b u l lo ck )  a n d  t h e  

o t h e r  “liu  m a"  ( f lo w in g  h o r se )  ( b o th  w e r e  n e w  ty p e s  o f  car ts ) .  

T h e s e  w e r e  u s e d  t o  c o n v e y  g r a in  to  X ie g u k o u  ( s o u t h w e s t  o f  

m o d e r n  Mei C o u n ty  in  S h a a n x i) ,  w h e r e  i t  w a s  s to re d .

In  2 3 4  AD. a f t e r  m a k i n g  t h o r o u g h  p r e p a r a t i o n . s  Z h u g e  

L iang  l a u n c h e d  h i s  l a s t  n o r t h e r n  e x p e d i t i o n  w i t h  a m a s s iv e  

f o r c e  o l  o n e  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  m e n .  H e  s e n t  a n  e n v o y  to  

W u  t o  o b t a i n  S u n  Q u a n ' s  a g r e e m e n t  t o  l a u n c h  a  p a r a l l e l  

c a m p a i g n  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  s u b j e c t  W ei  t o  a n  o r c h e s t r a t e d  

a t t a c k  o n  b o t h  i ts  n o r t h e r n  a n d  s o u t h e r n  f lan k s .

Z h u g e  Liang's  a r m y  m a r c h e d  o u t  o f  X ie g u k o u  a n d  a r r iv ed  

a t  W u zh a n g y u a n .  o n  t h e  s o u t h  sh o re  o f  t h e  Wei River. S e t tl ing  

in  f o r  a l o n g  c a m p a i g n ,  h e  h a d  s o m e  o f  h i s  t r o o p s  b u i ld  

f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  t o  g e t  r e a d y  f o r  c o m b a t  a n d  s e n t  a n o t h e r  

c o n t i n g e n t  to  W u z h a n g y u a n  t o  s e t  u p  a  m il i ta ry  a g r ic u l tu ra l  

z o n e ,  w h e r e  t h e  s o ld i e r s  j o i n e d  t h e  loca l  p e o p le  in  p l a n t in g  

a n d  fa rm ing .  T h e  e x ce l le n t  d i s c ip l in e  o f  t h e  S h u  a rm y  fos te red  

a  c o n g e n ia l  r e la t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  t h e  t r o o p s  a n d  t h e  people .

I
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E m p e r o r  M in g  o f  t h e  W ei  d y n a s t y  s e n t  S im a  Yi a n d  h i s  

t ro o p s  a c ro s s  t h e  W ei Itiver, w h e r e  th e y  a lso  b u i l t  fo r t i f ic a t io n s  

o p p o s i t e  t h e  S h u  a rm y .

A f t e r  r e a d i n g  Z h u g e  L iang 's  le t t e r .  S u n  Q u a n  s e n t  t h r e e  

c o n t i n g e n t s  a g a in s t  Wei. In  re sp o n se .  E m pero r  M ing  p e rsona l ly  

le d  a la rg e  fo rc e  t o  r e s i s t  t h e  a t t a c k  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h  w h i l e  

o r d e r in g  S im a  Yi to  h o ld  h i s  g r o u n d  in W u z h a n g y u a n  a n d  to 

d e f e n d  t h e  c ity .

Z h u g e  Liang h a d  b e e n  w a i t in g  fo r  n e w s  f ro m  t h e  W u fron t ,  

b u t  w a s  d i s a p p o in t e d  to  h e a r  t h a t  S u n  Q u a n 's  a t t a c k  h a d  been  

repelled .  H e  w a n t e d  a  d e c i s iv e  b a t t l e  w i th  t h e  W ei forces,  b u t  

S i m a  Yi s t a y e d  b e h i n d  h i s  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  r e f u s i n g  t o  b e  

p ro v o k e d  by  Z h u g e  Liang's  re p e a te d  ch a l len g es .  T h e  s t a n d - o f f  

l a s te d  o v e r  a  h u n d r e d  days .

T o  t ry  a n d  p ro v o k e  h im  in to  b a t t le .  Z h u g e  Liang s e n t  Sim a 

Yi a w o m a n 's  d r e s s  w i th  t h e  im p l ica t io n  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  m anly  

e n o u g h  to  c o m e  o u t  a n d  f ight.

W h e n  t h e  W ei t ro o p s  s a w  t h a t  t h e i r  c o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f  

h a d  b e e n  t a u n t e d  in  s u c h  a n  i n s u l t i n g  f a sh io n ,  t h e y  c la m o re d  

fo r  a  f i g h t  w i t h  t h e  e n e m y .  W ell  a w a r e  t h a t  it  w a s  s i m p ly  a 

t r ick  to  p ro v o k e  a  rash  reac tion .  S im a  Yi t r ie d  to  c a lm  h i s  staff.  

"Very well! I will  a sk  t h e  e m p e r o r  fo r  p e rm is s io n  to  a t t a c k  th e  

S h u  a rm y ."

A f e w  d a y s  l a te r  a  m in i s t e r  w a s  d i s p a tc h e d  by  t h e  e m p e ro r  

to  t h e  Wei c am p ,  c o n v e y in g  t h e  im peria l  o rd e r  a g a in s t  engag ing  

t h e  e n em y .

T h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  S h u  a r m y  w e r e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  

n e w s ,  b u t  Z h u g e  L iang  u n d e r s t o o d  S im a  Y i 's  a c t i o n s .  "S im a  

Y i 's  q u e r y  o f  h i s  e m p e r o r  w a s  m e r e ly  a  s h o w  i n t e n d e d  fo r
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i l i e  c o n s u m p t i o n  o l  h i s  o f f i c e r s  a n d  m e n .  A t o p  g e n e r a l  

c o m m a n d i n g  a n  a r m y  in t h e  f i e ld  a t  a  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  f ro m  

t h e  i m p e r i a l  c o u r t  h a s  n o  p l a u s ib l e  r e a s o n  t o  w r i t e  a ll  t h e  

w a y  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  s e e k  p e r m i s s io n  t o  g o  i n t o  c o m b a t ."

Z h u g e  L iang  h a d  u n d e r s t o o d  S im a  Yi. a n d  S i m a  Yi w a s  

a l s o  t ry in g  t o  f ig u re  o u t  Z h u g e  Liang. O n  o n e  o c c a s io n ,  w h e n  

Z h u g e  Liang s e n t  a  m e s s e n g e r  to  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  W ei a r m y  for  a 

f ig h t ,  h e  w a s  c o u r te o u s ly  re ce iv e d  by  S im a  Yi. w h o  e n g a g e d  

t h e  m e s s e n g e r  in c o n v e r sa t io n .  "Y our  C o u n se lo r - in -c h ie f  m u s t  

b e  ve ry  b u sy .  H o w  is  h i s  h e a l t h ?  A n d  h o w  is  h i s  appet i te?"

Believing t h a t  t h e s e  in q u ir i e s  w e re  m a d e  o u t  o f  p o l i ten ess ,  

t h e  m e s s e n g e r  a n s w e r e d  t r u th f u l l y .  "H e  i s  i n d e e d  v e ry  b u sy  

b e c a u s e  h e  i n t e r e s t s  h i m s e l f  in  e v e r y t h in g ,  b ig  o r  s m a l l ,  in 

t h e  c a m p .  H e r i s e s  e a r ly  a n d  g o e s  t o  b e d  la te .  H i s  a p p e t i t e  

h a s n ' t  b e e n  so  g o o d  la te ly  a n d  h e  e a t s  l it t le ."

A fte r  t h e  m e s s e n g e r  left .  S im a  Yi s p o k e  to  h i s  s t a f f .  "You 

s e e !  Z h u g e  L ia n g  e a t s  l i t t l e  a n d  i s  w e i g h e d  d o w n  by  

r e sp o n s ib i l i t ie s .  H o w  lo n g  d o  y o u  t h in k  h e  c a n  h o ld  up?"

As p re d ic te d  by Sim a Yi. t h e  o v e rw o rk e d  Z h u g e  Liang soon  

fell ill in h i s  c am p .

O n  l e a r n i n g  o f  Z h u g e  L iang 's  i l l n e s s .  Liu S h a n  t h e  Last 

E m pero r  im m e d ia te ly  s e n t  h i s  m in i s t e r  Li Eu to  W u z h a n g y u a n  

t o  i n q u i r e  a f t e r  Z h u g e  L iang 's  h e a l t h .  A f te r  s o m e  d i s c u s s i o n  

o f  m a t t e r s  o f  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  m il i ta ry .  Li Fu d e p a r t e d .

A fe w  d a y s  l a t e r  Li Fu r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  c a m p  fo r  a n o t h e r  

v i s i t .  H e  c r i e d  w h e n  h e  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  Z h u g e  L iang 's  h e a l t h  

h a d  d e te r io r a t e d .  Z h u g e  Liang o p e n e d  h i s  e y e s  a n d  sa id  to  Li 

Fu. "I k n o w  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  t o  k n o w  o n  t h i s  s e c o n d  v i s i t ,  l l  

I 'm  n o t  m is ta k e n ,  y o u  w a n t  to  k n o w  a b o u t  J i a n g  W an."
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"You a r e  r i g h t .  C o u n se lo r - i t i  c h ie f ,"  Li Fu r e p l i e d .  "T he  

e m p e r o r  w a n t s  t o  k n o w  w h o  c a n  a s s u m e  y o u r  r e sp o n s ib i l i t ie s  

i f  y o u  b e c o m e  to o  s ick .  B esides  J i a n g  W an ,  w h o  e l s e  d o  y o u  

t h i n k  w o u ld  b e  a  g o o d  c a n d i d a t e  t o  s u c c e e d  you?"

"Fei Yi w il l  do." Z h u g e  Liang t o ld  h im .

A l th o u g h  Li Fu a s k e d  m o re  q u e s t io n s ,  Z h u g e  Liang c lo s e d  

h i s  e y e s  a n d  r e m a in e d  s i l e n t .  S ev e ra l  d a y s  la te r ,  t h e  5 4 -year- 

o ld  C o u n se lo r  in - c h ie f  p a s se d  a w a y  in t h e  c am p .

F o l lo w in g  h is  d e a t h b e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e  g e n e r a l s  o f  t h e  

S h u  a r m y  k e p t  h i s  d e a t h  a  s e c re t .  T h e y  k e p t  h i s  b o d y  u n d e r  

c o v e r  in  h i s  c a r r i a g e  a n d  s t a r t e d  a n  o r d e r l y  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  

a ll  t h e  c o n t i n g e n t s .

W h e n  s c o u t s  o f  t h e  W e i  a r m y  f o u n d  o u t  a b o u t  Z h u g e  

L iang 's  d e a t h ,  it  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  S im a  Yi. w h o  im m e d ia t e l y  

l e d  h i s  t r o o p s  i n  p u r s u i t .  J u s t  p a s t  W u z h a n g y u a n .  t h e  

s t a n d a r d s  a n d  f la g s  o l  t h e  S h u  a r m y  a ll  o f  a  s u d d e n  s w u n g  

a r o u n d  a n d  Its  s o l d i e r s  b e g a n  t o  c h a r g e  a t  S im a  Y i 's  t ro o p s ,  

w i t h  w a r  d r u m s  b e a t in g .

S im a  Yi w a s  c a u g h t  b y  s u r p r i s e  a n d  q u i c k l y  t u r n e d  h i s  

h o r s e  a r o u n d  a n d  o r d e r e d  a  re t r e a t .

W h i l e  t h e  W ei  f o r c e s  r e t r e a t e d ,  t h e  g e n e r a l s  o f  t h e  S h u  

a r m y  m o v e d  a l l  t h e i r  t r o o p s  t o  s a f e ty  in  a n  o r d e r ly  f a s h io n .

T h e  i n c i d e n t  p r o m p t e d  t h e  p o p u l a c e  t o  c o m p o s e  a  d i t t y  

r i d i c u l i n g  S i m a  Yi.  "A d e a d  Z h u g e  s c a r e d  a w a y  a  l i v e  

Z h o n g d a !"  ( Z h o n g d a  b e in g  S im a  Yi’s  s t y l e  n a m e .)
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Y et  S im a  Yi d i d  n o t  t a k e  o f f e n s e  a t  t h e  d e r i s io n .  "1 c o u ld  

o n l y  g o  i n s i d e  t h e  m i n d  o f  a  l iv e  Z h u g e .  H o w  c a n  I b e  

e x p e c t e d  t o  d o  t h e  s a m e  fo r  a  d e a d  Z h u g e?"  W h e n  h e  l a t e r  

v i s i te d  t h e  S h u  a r m y  c a m p s i t e  t o  su rv e y  Z h u g e  Liang s  b a t t l e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  h e  w a s  d e e p l y  i m p r e s s e d .  

"Z h u g e  Liang w a s  t r u ly  a  ra re  g en iu s !"  H e  a n n o u n c e d .

A l t h o u g h  Z h u g e  L ia n g  f a i l e d  t o  a c h i e v e  h i s  d e s i r e  o f  

u n i f y in g  C h in a ,  h i s  s t r o n g  c h a r a c t e r  h a s  b e c o m e  leg en ad a ry ,  

H e  h a d  a l s o  b e e n  re v e re d  a s  a n  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  t r u e  w i s d o m .  

In  t h e  'L a t t e r  C h u  S h i  B iao "  ( s e c o n d  m e m o r i a l  b e f o r e  a 

m i l i t a r y  e x p e d i t i o n )  a t t r i b u t e d  to  h i m .  h e  w r o t e .  "I p u t  m y  

n o s e  t o  t h e  g r i n d s t o n e ,  n o t  s t o p p i n g  u n t i l  e x h a u s t i o n  a n d  

d e a t h . "  w h i c h  is c o n s i d e r d  b y  m a n y  t h e  e p i t o m e  o f  h i s  life 

a n d  c h a r a c t e r .



й г « й * е 6 л ¥ е ,  « м л а д * » ' ? » ,  a a w »

SUN М о н т а ж  Ж ^ > ; ± № Я Ь З £ .  « Ш Я Ш У ^ К М  

й ^ж . w n tm ,

% ш ,  ^ Е Ж Й Й ,  ® Й Х ^ * С Й И * # .  ш ш т я .  

m m .  w a f f @ a i 4 » s s « i f t ,

4 «M EhS*S*. * « # л ш ч в ж « « л « ш ± .
Й Ж Й 1Л . S 8 S 9 ^ « 6 < |# ± ,  Ш% 

9 Г Ғ % Ш ? .  № Р А * 9 ^ ® 5 ^ Й М < Ш .  

в ] ^ в й ж ж - ¥ .  я ® * и ш т м а » .
W J S S ^ - ^ S ^ f f l f g ,  й е Л Й Ш Ш И « * Т .  

e i ^ « t o s w # ^ # s t a t t .  а т - й в . м ' в ] ,  л л ^ ж  

г й ж .  $ . к ш т е . ® # т .  ^ t m f f - f c g f t w t e s .  t e * t

* т ® т .



i5- S im a Yi Feigns Illness

F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a f t e r  Z h u g e  L ia n g 's  d e a t h ,  S h u  H a n  

m a i n t a i n e d  a d e f e n s i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  W e i .  Y e t  t h e  

g r o w i n g  p o w e r  o f  W e i  w a s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  

i n t e r n a l  u n r e s t .

S im a  Yi. o n e  o f  W ei 's  t o p  gen era ls ,  c a m e  f r o m  a  p r o m in e n t  

l a n d o w n in g  fam ily  o f  m a n d a r in s .  In  t h e  early  d a y s  o f  Cao Cao's 

ru le ,  h e  h a d  t r ie d  to  d r a f t  S im a  Yi i n to  p u b l ic  serv ice .  S im a  Yi 

w a s  r e l u c t a n t  to  a c c e p t  a n  o f f e r  f r o m  a m a n  o f  s u c h  lo w ly  

b i r t h  s u c h  a s  C ao  Cao. b u t  h e  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  o f f e n d  C ao  Cao 

w i t h  a n  o u t r i g h t  r e b u f f .  H e  t h e r e f o r e  d e c i d e d  t o  f e ig n  

p a ra ly s is .  C ao  C ao  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  s im p ly  a  ru se  a n d  

s o  h e  s e n t  a n  a s s a s s in  t o  v is i t  S im a  Yi's b e d r o o m  la te  o n e  n ighL

T h e  i n t r u d e r  w a s  g r e e t e d  by t h e  s i g h t  o f  S i m a  Yi r ig id ly  

s t r e t c h e d  o u t  in  b e d .U n c o n v i n c e d ,  h e  d r e w  h i s  s w o r d  a n d  

r a i s e d  i t  a g a i n s t  S im a  Yi. m a k i n g  t o  b r i n g  it  d o w n  o n  h im .  

H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i f  S im a  Yi w a s  o n ly  f e ig n i n g  p a r a l y s i s  h e  

w o u l d  s u r e l y  j u m p  u p  in  a l a r m .  H o w e v e r .  S i m a  Yi m e r e ly  

s t a r e d  u p  a t  t h e  a s s a s s in ,  h i s  b o d y  n o t  m a k i n g  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  

m o v e m e n t .  T h e  a s s a s s i n  w a s  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  i l l n e s s  w a s  

g e n u i n e  a n d  p u t a w a y  h i s  s w o r d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  C a o  C a o  w i t h  

h i s  f in d in g .

K n o w in g  t h a t  C ao  C ao  w o u l d  n e v e r  g ive  up .  S im a  Yi let  

s o m e  t i m e  p a s s  b e f o re  s t a r t i n g  r u m o r  t h a t  h i s  p a r a ly s i s  h a d  

b e e n  c u re d .  W h e n  C ao  C ao  d r a f t e d  h im  a  s e c o n d  t im e ,  h e  n o  

lo n g e r  re s i s ted .
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S im a  Yi se rv ed  in  i m p o r t a n t  c ap a c i t ie s  u n d e r  b o th  Cao Cao 

a n d  Cao Pi. By t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  re ign  o f  E m p e ro r  Ming, S im a  Yi 

h a d  b e c o m e  a n  e ld e r  s t a t e s m a n  o f  Wei. largely  c o n t ro l l in g  th e  

m i l i t a r y  t h a n k s  t o  l o n g  y e a r s  s p e n t  c o m m a n d i n g  t r o o p s  

f i g h t in g  t h e  S h u  a r m y  in  G u a n z h o n g .  W h e n  G o n g s u n  Yuan, 

t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  L iaodong ,  re b e l le d  a g a i n s t  W ei in c o l lu s io n  

w i t h  t h e  a r i s to c ra c y  o f  t h e  X ia n b e i  t r ib e .  E m p e ro r  M in g  s e n t  

S im a  Yi to  p u t  d o w n  t h e  rebe l lion .

W h e n  S im a  Yi g o t  re a d y  t o  r e tu r n  t o  t h e  c a p i ta l  fo l low ing  

t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  o f  L ia o d o n g ,  a m e s s e n g e r  a r r i v e d  f r o m  

Luoyang, b e a r in g  a n  u r g e n t  o rd e r  f ro m  t h e  e m p e r o r  fo r  h im  to 

r u s h  b a c k  to  Luoyang.

W h e n  S im a  Yi a r r i v e d ,  h e  f o u n d  t h a t  E m p e r o r  M in g  s 

h e a l t h  h a d  t a k e n  a  t u r n  f o r  t h e  w o r s e .  E m p e r o r  M in g  

s u m m o n e d  S im a  Yi a n d  C ao  S h u a n g ,  a  m in i s t e r  a n d  m e m b e r  

o f  t h e  royal  fam ily ,  to  h i s  b e d s id e  to  a r ra n g e  t h e i r  c o  regency 

o f  C ao  Fang, t h e  c r o w n  p r ince .

Fo l lo w in g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  E m p e ro r  Ming. Cao Fang s u c c e e d e d  

t h e  t h r o n e  a s  E m p e ro r  S h a o  ol t h e  Wei d y n a s ty .  Cao S h u a n g  

w a s  m a d e  G e n e r a l - i n - c h i e f  a n d  S im a  Yi b e c a m e  D e fe n d e r -  

i n - c h i e f .  e a c h  w i t h  a  c o m m a n d  o f  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  t r o o p s  

w h i c h  t o o k  t u r n s  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  i m p e r i a l  p a la ce .  A l th o u g h  

o f  ro y a l  d e s c e n t .  C a o  S h u a n g  w a s  d w a r f e d  b y  S i m a  Yi in 

a b i l i ty  a n d  q u a l i t i e s  a n d  h a d  to  d e f e r  to  h i m  In t h e  e ar ly  d a y s  

o f  t h e i r  c o -regency .

Y e t  C a o  S h u a n g  w a s  b o m b a r d e d  w i t h  a d v i c e  f r o m  h i s  

t r u s t e d  a s so c ia te s ,  w h o  r e m in d e d  h i m  t h a t  " p o w er  c a n n o t  be  

s h a r e d  w i t h  o u t s i d e r s . "  T h e y  c a m e  u p  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  

p r o m o t i n g  S i m a  Yi t o  G r a n d  M e n t o r  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e

I
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e m p e r o r  w i t l i  t h e  i n t e n d e d  e f f e c t  o f  t a k i n g  a w a y  h i s  c o n t r o l  

o f  t h e  a rm y .  C ao  S h u a n g  fo l lo w e d  t h e i r  a d v is e  a n d  t h e n  p u t  

h i s  c lo se  a s s o c i a t e s  a n d  b r o t h e r s  i n to  p o s i t io n s  o f  pow er .

W h en  he had  succeeded  in c o n cen tra t in g  pow er in h i s  hands,  

Cao S h u an g  began  a  life o f  h e d o n is t ic  pleasures. T o  e s tab l i sh  his 

a u th o r i ty  h e  led a  force  aga ins t  S h u  H a n  b u t  w a s  ro u te d  by th e  

S h u  army, nearly losing h is  e n t i re  e x p ed i t io n a ry  party.

M e a n w h i l e .  S i m a  Yi w a s  p r i v a t e l y  m a k i n g  p l a n s .  H i s  

a d v a n c e d  age  a lso  gave  h i m  a  h a n d y  p re te x t  to  e x c u s e  h im s e l f  

f ro m  t h e  d a i ly  im p e r ia l  a u d i e n c e s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  ill h e a l t h .

T h e  n e w s  o f  S im a  Yi's i l ln e ss  s u i t e d  C ao  S h u a n g  perfec tly .  

H o w ev e r ,  t o  h a v e  to ta l  p e a c e  o f  m in d  h e  n e e d e d  to  f in d  o u t  

w h e t h e r  t h e  G ra n d  M e n to r  w a s  real ly  ill o r  m ere ly  fa k in g  it.

W h e n  C ao  S h u a n g ' s  t r u s t e d  s u b o r d i n a t e .  Li S h e n g ,  w a s  

a p p o in t e d  g o v e r n o r  o f  J i n g z h o u  a n d  p l a n n e d  a  v i s i t  t o  S im a  

Yi b e f o re  d e p a r t i n g  for h i s  n e w  p o s t .  C ao  S h u a n g  g a v e  h im  

t h e  ta s k  o f  f i n d in g  o u t  a b o u t  t h e  real s t a t e  o f  S im a  Y i 's  h e a l th .

W h e n  Li S h e n g  w a s  u s h e r e d  i n t o  S im a  Y i 's  b e d r o o m ,  h e  

s a w  h im  ly in g  in  b ed .  b e in g  fed  p o r r id g e  b y  t w o  s e r v a n t s .  A 

f e w  d r i b b le s  o f  g ru e l  w e r e  d r i p p i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  h i s  

m o u th ,  w e t t i n g  t h e  f r o n t  o f  h i s  c lo th in g .  T h i s  s i g h t  m a d e  Li 

S h e n g  feel d e e p ly  so r ry  fo r  S im a  Yi.

“By t h e  g race  o f  t h e  e m p e ro r .  I 've  b e e n  a p p o in t e d  g o v e rn o r  

o f  m y h o m e  reg io n  a n d  I 've c o m e  to  b id  fa rew el l  t o  t h e  G ran d  

M entor ."  H e  sa id  to  S im a  Yi.

"Oh. w h a t  a d i f f icu l t  m iss ion ."  S im a  Yi r ep lied  a s  h e  gasped  

f o r  air.  "B ingzhou  in  t h e  n o r t h  is v e ry  c lo s e  to  t h e  n o r t h e r n  

H u  t r ib e .  You m u s t  b e  o n  y o u r  g u a rd .  I 'm  v e ry  s ic k  a n d  I 'm  

a f r a id  t h i s  m a y  b e  o u r  l a s t  m ee ting ."

I
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S im a  Vi F e ig n s  I l ines

T h e  G r a n d  M e n t o r  d i d n ' t  h e a r  m e  r ig h t .  I s a id  I ’m  g o in g  

b a c k  t o  m y  h o m e  r e g i o n  o f  J i n g z h o u .  n o t  B i n g z h o u . "  Li 

S h e n g  sa id .

S im a  Yi s t i l l  d i d n ' t  c a t c h  t h e  n a m e ,  p r o m p t in g  Li S h e n g  to  

r e p e a t  it  a t  a  lo u d e r  reg is te r .  S im a  Yi f in a l ly  h a d  s o m e  id ea  o f  

w h a t  w a s  b e in g  sa id .  "I 'm  o ld  a n d  h a r d  o f  h e a r in g  s o  I d i d n ' t  

h e a r  y o u  co rrec t ly  at f i r s t  I t 's  w o n d e r fu l  t h a t  you 'v e  b e e n  m a d e  

g o v e rn o r  o f  J ingzhou!"

A f te r  t a k i n g  lea v e  o f  S im a  Yi. Li S h e n g  m a d e  a  full rep o rt  

t o  C ao  S h u a n g .  T h e  G ra n d  M e n t o r  i s  o n e  b r e a t h  a w a y  f ro m  

d e a t h .  Y o u  d o n ' t  n e e d  to  w o r ry  a b o u t  h im ."

T h is  p u t  C ao  S h u a n g  in  a n  e x c e l l e n t  m o o d .

O n  t h e  o c c a s io n  o f  t h e  s p r in g  fes t iva l  in  2 4 9  AD. Cao Fang. 

E m pero r  S h a o  o f  t h e  Wei d ynasy .  l e f t  t h e  c i ty  to  o f f e r  sacrif ices  

a t  h i s  a n ce s t r a l  to m b s .  Cao Shu an g ,  h i s  b r o th e r s  a n d  m in i s te r s  

loyal  to  h i m  a lso  a t t e n d e d .  N o  o n e  in v i te d  S im a  Yi o n  a cc o u n t  

o f  h i s  g rave  i l lness .

Y e t  n o  s o o n e r  h a d  C ao  S h u a n g  a n d  h i s  c o h o r t s  l e f t  t h e  

im p e r ia l  c o m p o u n d  t h a n  S im a  Yi h a d  a  c o m p le te  recovery .  In  

a n  e x u b e r a n t  m o o d ,  h e  d o n n e d  h i s  a r m o r  a n d .  w i t h  h i s  t w o  

s o n s  S im a  Shi  a n d  S im a  Z h a o  in  to w .  led  h i s  t r o o p s  to  ta k e  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c i ty  g a te s  a n d  th e  a rm o ry .  H e  a lso  s t r ip p e d  Cao 

S h u a n g  o f  a ll  f u n c t i o n s  p e r t a in i n g  to  h i s  p o s i t io n  o f  Genera l-  

in - c h i e f  b y  fa k in g  a n  e d i c t  f ro m  t h e  e m p r e s s  d o w ag er .

1 6 3
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W h e n  t h e  n e w s  r e a d i e d  C ao  S h u a n g  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r s  

o u t s i d e  t h e  c i ty ,  t h e y  w e re  t h r o w n  i n t o  g re a t  c o n s t e r n a t i o n .  

S o m e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h e  f lee  t o  X u d u  w i t h  t h e  e m p e r o r  a s  

h o s t a g e  a n d  a s s e m b l e  a  fo rc e  to  c o n f r o n t  S im a  Yi. B u t  Cao 

S h u a n g  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r s  h a d  n o  s t o m a c h  fo r  s u c h  a  d a r in g  

e n t e r p r i s e .  W h e n  S i m a  Yi s e n t  a n  e n v o y  t o  u r g e  h i m  to  

s u r r e n d e r ,  p r o m is in g  l e n ie n t  t r e a t m e n t  a s  lo n g  a s  h e  h a n d e d  

o v e r  h i s  c o n tro l  o f  t h e  a rm y .  C ao  S h u a n g  p r o m p t ly  s u b m i t t e d .

Л fe w  d a y s  l a t e r  .S i m a  Yi r e c e i v e d  d e n u n c i a t i o n s  o f  

s e d i t i o u s  p l a n s  m a d e  b y  C ao  S h u a n g  a n d  h i s  a s so c ia te d .  T h e y  

w e r e  th e re fo re  t h r o w n  in  j a i l  a n d  s o o n  e x e c u te d .

W h ile  t h e  W ei reg im e  r e m a in e d  n o m in a l ly  in t h e  h a n d s  o f  

t h e  Caos.  real p o w e r  w a s  n o w  e x e rc is e d  b y  t h e  S im as .
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16 . T h e  A m b itio n s  o f  

S im a Zhao

T w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  h e  k i l le d  C ao  S h u a n g .  S im a  Yi d i e d  a n d  

w a s  s u c c e e d e d  by  h i s  so n .  S im a  Shi. Pow er in  t h e  k in g d o m  o f  

Wei w a s  n o w  f i r m ly  in  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  b r o t h e r s  S im a  Shi 

a n d  S im a  Z hao .  A n y  m i n i s t e r  w h o  s to o d  i n  t h e i r  w a y  w o u ld  

b e  s w i f t l y  e l i m in a t e d .  E m p e ro r  S h a o  h a d  t h e  u t m o s t  h a t r e d  

fo r  S im a  Shi. a n d  h a d  been  u rg ed  to  s t r ip  t h e  tw o  S im a  b ro th e rs  

o f  t h e i r  a u th o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  a rm y .  Y e t  b e fo re  t h e  e m p e r o r  c o u ld  

d o  t h i s ,  S im a  Shi  fo rc e d  th e  e m p r e s s  d o w a g e r  t o  d e p o s e  Cao 

Fan g  a n d  p u t  C ao  M ao.  a g r a n d s o n  o f  E m p e r o r  W en .  o n  t h e  

t h r o n e  in s te a d .

G e n e r a l s  in  s o m e  p a r t s  o f  W ei  r e s e n t e d  t h e  S im a s ,  a n d  

t h e  re m o v a l  o f  C ao  Fan g  f r o m  t h e  t h r o n e  w a s  t h e  las t  s t ra w .  

W e n  Q in .  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  Y a n g z h o u .  a n d  G e n e r a l  G u a n q iu  

J i a n  r a i s e d  a r m s  a g a i n s t  S i m a  S h i  b u t  w e r e  d e f e a t e d .  

H o w e v e r .  S im a  S h i  fe ll  ill a n d  d i e d  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  h i s  

t r o o p s  t o  X udu .

W h e n  S im a  Z h a o  to o k  o v e r  as G e n e ra l - in -c h ie f  h e  p ro v ed  

n o  l e s s  a n  a u to c r a t  a n d  b u l ly  t h a n  h i s  f a th e r  a n d  b ro th e r .

C ao  Mao. t h e  n e w  e m p e ro r ,  f o u n d  h i s  t o le r a n c e  s t r e t c h e d  

t o  b r e a k i n g  p o i n t .  O n e  d a y  h e  s u m m o n e d  t h r e e  m in i s t e r s ,  

in c lu d in g  W a n g  J in g .  t h e  Im p er ia l  Secretary ,  t o  t h e  c o u r t .  "The 

a m b i t io n s  o f  S im a  Z h a o  a re  e v id e n t  e v e n  to  t h e  p eo p le  in t h e  

s t r e e t s .  1 c a n ' t  j u s t  s i t  h e r e  a n d  w a i t  fo r  h i m  to  d e a l  w i th  me. 

W ith  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e .  I w a n t  t o  tak e  a c t i o n  a g a in s t  h im  n o w . '

I
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K n o w in g  t h a t  c ro s s in g  S im a  Z h a o  w a s  a k in  t o  p i t c h in g  a n  

egg  a g a in s t  a  rock, t h e  m in i s t e r s  a d v is e d  p a t i e n c e  a n d  c a u t io n  

in  o r d e r  to  a v e r t  d i s a s te r .

C a o  M ao to o k  o u t  a n  e d i c t  Ire h a d  p r e p a r e d  a n d  t h r e w  it 

o n  t ire  f loor .  "I 've  m a d e  u p  m y  m in d .  I'll d o  i t  a t  t h e  r i sk  o f  

d e a th .  B esides .  I m a y  y e t  c o m e  o u t  alive."  W ith  t h o s e  w o rd s ,  

h e  w e n t  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  e m p r e s s  d o w a g e r  o f  h i s  p lan s .

Little d id  h e  k n o w  t h a t  tw o  o f  t h e  th r e e  m in i s te r s  sn e a k e d  

o u t  t o  t i p  o f f  S im a  Zhao.

C ao  M ao w a s  o n ly  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o ld .  a n d  h a d  a b s o l u te l y  

n o  i d e a  o f  h o w  t o  d e a l  w i t h  S im a  Z h ao .  H e  a s s e m b l e d  t h e  

i m p e r i a l  g u a r d s  a n d  e u n u c h s ,  a n d  t h e  p a r ty  h e a d e d  fo r th  

f ro m  t h e  p a la c e  w i th  Cao Mao. w ie ld in g  a  sw o rd ,  g iv in g  o rd e rs  

f r o m  h i s  ca r r iage .

S im a  Z h ao 's  t r u s t e d  a id e  J ia  C h o n g  a rrived  w i th  h i s  t ro o p s  

to  b lo ck  t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  im p e r ia l  guard .  As t h e  t w o  p a r t ie s  

s c u f f l e d .  C ao  M ao let  o u t  a  s u d d e n  c ry  a n d  c h a r g e d  i n t o  t h e  

fray w i th  h is  s w o r d  ra ised .  W h e n  t h e  J ia  C h o n g 's  so ld ie r s  s a w  

t h e  e m p e r o r  c o m i n g  a t  t h e m ,  t h e y  w e r e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y  

i n t i m id a t e d  a n d  u n s u r e  w h a t  to  do .

J ia  C h o n g 's  su b o r d in a te  C h en g  Ji a sk e d .  "W h at  d o  y o u  th in k  

w e  s h o u l d  do?"

"W h at  h a s  S im a  Z h a o  p a id  y o u  for? You k n o w  w h a t  t o  do!" 

J ia  C h o n g  rep lied  s te rn ly .

T h is  e m b o l d e n e d  C h e n g  J i  t o  lu n g e  a t  C ao  M ao  w i th  h is  

l a n c e .  C a u g h t  b y  su rp r i s e .  C ao  M ao w a s  s t a b b e d  in t h e  c h e s t  

a n d  d i e d  a lm o s t  in s ta n t ly .

W h e n  n e w s  r e a c h e d  S im a  Z h a o  t h a t  h i s  p e o p le  h a d  k i lled  

t h e  e m p e r o r ,  h e  r u s h e d  to  t h e  i m p e r i a l  h a l l  to  s u m m o n  t h e

I
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io A m bit ions  o f  S im a Zhao

m i n i s t e r s  fo r  c o n s u l t a t i o n .  "Tell  me! W h a t  s h a l l  I do?"  H e 

a s k e d  th e m .

“T o  a p p e a s e  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  e x e c u t e  J i a  

C hong ."  C h e n  Tai  sa id .

S i m a  Z h a o  f o u n d  t h i s  i d e a  u n p a l a t a b l e .  “I s  t h e r e  a n y  

a l te rn a t iv e?"

"In  m y  v ie w ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  s m a l l e s t  p r i c e  t o  pay ."  C h e n  Tai 

rep lied .

E ven tua l ly .  S im a  Z h ao  i s su e d ,  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  e m p r e s s  

d o w a g e r ,  a n  e d i c t  p o s t h u m o u s l y  r e d u c i n g  C a o  M ao  t o  a 

c o m m o n e r  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  n u m e r o u s  c r im e s ,  g lo s s in g  o v e r  

t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  h i s  d e a th .

Y e t  a s  p u b l ic  o p i n io n  b eg an  to  t u r n  a g a in s t  h im  fo r  l e t t in g  

t h e  k i l le r  o f f  t h e  h o o k .  S im a  Z h a o  k n e w  h e  c o u ld  n o t  a f fo rd  to 

h e s i t a t e  a n y  lo n g e r .  H e  m a d e  a  s c a p e g o a t  o f  C h e n g  J i ,  w h o  

w a s  m a d e  to  s h o u l d e r  so le  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  t h e  m u r d e r  o f  

t h e  e m p e r o r ,  a  c r i m e  t h a t  w a s  p u n i s h e d  b y  t h e  w h o l e s a l e  

e x e c u t io n  o f  h i s  e n t i r e  c lan .

W i t h  C ao  M ao o u t  o f  t h e  w a y .  S i m a  Z h a o  f o u n d  f r o m  

a m o n g  C ao  C ao 's  d e s c e n d a n t s  a  1 5 -year-old n a m e d  C ao  H u a n  

t o  s u c c e e d  t h e  t h r o n e  a s  E m p e ro r  Y uan .



Й Й Э Д Й .

WB-t^. & & я % ш к & т т .  s a

й ( Г : Л ^ - 4 ' № й  т .  ш т Ъ ' Ш л я щ -%6< ) d t№ ' К -ik, л  

а ш ш ш л й е & е з к ш з .  #  

т * ш ъ т ш ш п , й е й й ш п  т * ' ш л .

^ Т С 2 6 3 i F ,  t i ] ^ B 8 « # ¥ 5 ( p j t ,  «■

^ ^ й + л я » н й й й » а .

# « 6 W S J 8 6 - ¥ - F ^ ? S * ,  Й Ы Й Й ^ Т .  

s j e  ( ❖ г а ж з ш й ) .  ^ й ^ й $ | | т » » ] | # и .  -

E s a a a i o

> q i 3 t e $ i J # ¥ $ A ^ 6 ® J № . S f c ^  r t o f t f H S S 8 jfl$iJSiJ 

® Е ® й д - * $ к / 1 ' Ш ± | 8 г ж й ж .  а



17 - Deng Ai Sneaks 

th ro u g h  J ia n ’ge

A f te r  e n g i n e e r i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  C;io Mao. S im a  Z h a o  n o  

l o n g e r  h a d  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  i n t e r n a l  u n r e s t .  H e  t h e r e f o r e  

d e c i d e d  to  l a u n c h  a  m a s s iv e  c a m p a ig n  a g a in s t  S h u  H an .

By t h a t  t i m e  b o t h  J i a n g  W a n  a n d  Fei Yi.  w h o  h a d  

s u c c e e d e d  Z h u g e  L iang, h a d  d i e d .  T h e  G e n e r a l  in  c h i e f  o f  

S h u .  J i a n g  W ei .  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  Z h u g e  

L ian g 's  n o r t h e r n  e x p e d i t o n s .  l a u n c h e d  n e a r l y  y e a r ly  r a id s  

a g a i n s t  W ei.  H o w e v e r ,  i n s t e a d  o f  w i n n i n g  a n y  b a t t l e .  J i a n g  

W ei s u c c e e d e d  o n ly  in  s q u a n d e r i n g  h i s  c o m b a t  r e s o u r c e s  in  

t h e s e  e x e r c i s e s  in  fu t i l i ty .

In  2 6 3  AD. S im a  Z h a o  l a u n c h e d  a t h r e e - p r o n g e d  a t t a c k  

a g a i n s t  S h u  H a n .  T h i s  w a s  le d  by  h i s  g e n e r a l s  Deng  Ai a n d  

Z h u g e  Xu, e a c h  c o m m a n d i n g  a fo rce  o f  t h i r t y  t h o u s a n d ,  a n d  

Z h o n g  H u i .  c o m m a n d i n g  a  f o r c e  o f  o v e r  o n e  h u n d r e d  

t h o u s a n d .

R eco g n iz in g  h i s  in a b i l i ty  t o  r e s i s t  s u c h  a n  o v e r w h e lm in g  

fo rce .  J i a n g  W ei  c o n c e n t r a t e d  h i s  t r o o p s  in J i a n 'g e  ( t o d a y 's  

J i a n 'g e  C o u n t y  i n  S i c h u a n )  in  o r d e r  to  d e f e n d  t h e  s t r a te g i c  

p a s s .  T h i s  w h e n  Z h o n g  H u i ' s  f o r c e s  r e a c h e d  J i a n 'g e .  h i s  

a d v a n c e  w a s  te m p o ra r i ly  b lo ck ed .

A f t e r  f i n d i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h e  b u lk  o f  t h e  S h u  f o r c e s  w e r e  

d e p lo y e d  to  d e f e n d  J ian 'ge .  Deng Ai u se d  a n a r ro w  f o o tp a th  to 

sn e a k  to  t h e  w e s t  o f  J ian 'ge  w i th  a n  e l i te  g ro u p  o f  t roops ,  b e fo re

I
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m o v in g  s o u t h .  T h i s  e l i t e  b a n d  o f  s o l d i e r s  t r a v e le d  t h r o u g h  

t e r r i t o ry  w h e r e  n o  h u m a n  fo o t  h a d  p re v io u s ly  t ro d ,  a n d  h a d  

t o  b laze  t ra i l s  t h r o u g h  m o u n t a i n s  a n d  b u i ld  b r id g e s  to  c r o s s  

r ivers .  For m o re  t h a n  200 m ile s  t h e y  a d v a n c e d  u n d e t e c t e d  by 

t h e  S h u  a rm y .

T h e i r  p r o g r e s s  w a s  b l o c k e d  w h e n  t h e y  c a m e  t o  a  s h e e r  

c l i f f  o v e r l o o k i n g  a n  a b y s s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e y  w e r e  a l s o  

r u n n i n g  o u t  o l  r a t i o n s .  T h e  o f f i c e r s  b e g a n  to  p a n ic .

I n  a  b o l d ,  d e c i s i v e  a c t .  D e n g  A i w r a p p e d  h i m s e l f  in  a 

b l a n k e t  a n d  t u m b l e d  d o w n  t h e  s t e e p  s l o p e .  D e n g  A i ' s  

o f f i c e r s  a n d  m e n  fo l lo w e d  h i s  lead  a n d  w e n t  d o w n  t h e  s t e e p  

s id e  o f  t h e  a b y s s .  S o m e  c a r e f u l ly  c l im b e d  d o w n  b y  g r a b b in g  

o n t o  t r e e  t r u n k s  a n d  b r a n c h e s .  T h e y  w e r e  f i n a l l y  a b l e  to  

o v e r c o m e  t h e  b a r r i e r  t o  r e a c h  J i a n g y o u  ( t o d a y ' s  J i a n g y o u  

C o u n t y  in  S ic h u a n ) .

T h e  S h u  t r o o p s  s t a t i o n e d  in  J i a n g y o u  w e r e  c a u g h t  by  

c o m p l e t e  s u r p r i s e  b y  D en g  A i 's  a t t a c k .  W h e n  t h e  W ei  t ro o p s  

a p p e a r e d  o u t  o f  n o w h e r e ,  t h e  c i t y  d e f e n d e r s  w e r e  u n a b l e  to  

o r g a n iz e  a  t im e ly  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  s o o n  c a p i t u la te d .

D en g  Ai p r e s s e d  th e  a t t a c k  t o w a r d  M ia n z h u  ( s o u t h w e s t  o f  

t o d a y ' s  M i a n y a n g  in S i c h u a n ) ,  w h o s e  d e f e n s e s  w e r e  b e in g  

m a n n e d  by Z h u g e  Liang's so n .  Z h u g e  Dan. Deng  Ai s e n t  Z huge  

Dan a  l e t t e r  u rg in g  h i m  t o  s u r r e n d e r .  " I f  y o u  s u r r e n d e r .  1 will  

r e c o m m e n d  t o  m y e m p e r o r  to  c r e a te  y o u  P r in ce  o f  Langya."

E nraged  b y  t h i s  o ffer .  Z h u g e  Dan h a d  Deng  Ai's m e s se n g e r  

k i l led .  H e  d r e w  u p  h i s  t ro o p s  a n d  p r e p a r e d  fo r  a  f i g h t  to  t h e  

f i n i s h .  No m a t c h  for D en g  Ai. b o t h  Z h u g e  D an  a n d  h i s  so n .  

Z h u g e  S h a n g ,  w e re  k i l led  in  c o m b a t .

A f t e r  t h e  c a p t u r e  o f  M i a n z h u .  D e n g  Ai r a c e d  t o w a r d

I
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M Sneak

C h e n g d u ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  S h u  H a n .  T h e  p o p u la c e  o f  C h e n g d u  

c o u ld  n o t  b e l iev e  t h e  sp e e d  w i th  w h i c h  t h e  W ei a r m y  a rrived  

a t  t h e  cap i ta l ,  a n d  th e y  ra n  i n to  t h e  h i l ls  a n d  fo res ts  fo r  refuge. 

T h e  c o u r t  o f  S h u  H a n  w a s  in  d i s a r r a y ,  a n d  t h e  Last E m p e ro r  

s u m m o n e d  h i s  m i n i s t e r s  f o r  u r g e n t  c o n s u l t a t i o n .  S o m e  

su g g e s te d  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  m o v e  so u th :  s o m e  a d v o c a te d  se ek in g  

p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  W u  o f  J i a n g d o n g ;  w h i l e  o t h e r s  b e l i e v e d  i t  

w o u l d  b e  w i s e r  t o  s u b m i t  w i t h o u t  d e l a y  in  t h e  fa c e  o f  t h e  

o v e r w h e lm in g  W ei  force.

T h e  Last E m p e ro r  o f  S h u  H a n  w a s  a n  in d e c i s iv e  m a n .  b u t  

h e  h a d  n o  w i s h  to  o f f e r  a n y  re s i s tan c e .  W h e n  t h e  fo rce  led  by  

D en g  Ai a r r iv e d  a t  C h e n g d u ,  t h e  S h u  e m p e r o r  h a d  h i s  a r m s  

v o lu n ta r i ly  t r u s s e d  b e h in d  h i m  a n d  lef t  t h e  c i ty  g a te  w i th  h is  

e n t i r e  c o u r t  t o  o f f e r  t h e i r  su r re n d e r .

A f t e r  h e  m o v e d  i n t o  t h e  c i t y  w i t h  h i s  t r o o p s .  D e n g  Ai 

b e c a m e  s o  a r r o g a n t  t h a t  h e  d e c i d e d  to  b y p a s s  Z h o n g  H u i  to 

w r i t e  d i r e c t l y  t o  S i m a  Z h a o  w i t h  a p r o p o s a l  to  a t t e m p t  to 

c o n q u e r  W u  o f  J i a n g d o n g  b y  p r e s s i n g  t h e  n e w  m i l i t a r y  

a d v a n ta g e .  T o  h i s  g re a t  c h ag r in ,  S im a  Z h a o  i s s u e d  a n  o r d e r  to 

D e n g  Ai.  "Y ou  c a n n o t  i n i t i a t e  a n y  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  w i t h o u t  

a u th o r i z a t i o n  f ro m  y o u r  su p e r io rs ."

T h e  S h u  g e n e r a l  J i a n g  W ei w a s  in  t h e  m i d s t  o f  b a t t l i n g  

Z h o n g  H u i 's  t r o o p s  w h e n  h e  l e a r n e d  o f  D en g  A i 's  a t t a c k  o n  

C h e n g d u .  W h e n  h e  go t  re a d y  t o  r e d e p lo y  h i s  t r o o p s  to  re scu e  

C h e n g d u ,  a n  o r d e r  a r r iv e d  f ro m  t h e  e m p e r o r  I n s t r u c t i n g  h im  

to  s u r r e n d e r  to  t h e  W ei  force.

T h i s  o r d e r  p r o v o k e d  in d ig n a t io n  a n d  s a d n e s s  a m o n g  t h e  

S h u  o f f ice rs  a n d  m en .  s o m e  o f  w h o m  d r e w  t h e i r  s w o r d s  a n d  

s t r u c k  a t  t h e  ro c k s  a b o u t  t h e m  in t h e i r  a g i ta t io n .

1 7 7
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Y e t  J i a n g  W ei  r e m a i n e d  c a lm .  F o l l o w i n g  c o n s u l t a t i o n  

w i t h  h i s  m e n .  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e  t o  s u r r e n d e r .  Z h o n g  

H ui  a p p r e c ia t e d  J i a n g  W ei 's  sk i l ls ,  a n d  t r e a te d  h i m a s  a  fr iend; 

t h e y  o f t e n  r o d e  a b o u t  i n  t h e  s a m e  c a r r i a g e  a n d  c o n v e r s e d  

a b o u t  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s  t o g e th e r .

P lay ing  o n  t h e  f r i c t io n s  b e tw e e n  Z h o n g  H u i  a n d  Deng  Ai. 

J i a n g  W ei  p e r s u a d e d  Z h o n g  H u i  t o  w r i t e  s e c r e t l y  t o  S im a  

Z h a o  a c c u s i n g  D en g  Ai o f  p l o t t i n g  a  re b e l l io n .

w h e n  S i m a  Z h a o  r e c e i c e d  t h e  Z h o n g  H u i ' s  l e t t e r  ol  

a c c u s a t i o n  h e  i s s u e d  a n  e d i c t  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  E m p e r o r  Y u an  

t o  o r d e r  t h a t  D en g  Ai b e  a r r e s t e d  in C h e n g d u  a n d  t a k e n  b a c k  

t o  L u o y a n g  in  a  p i l l o r y  c a r t .  T o  p r e e m p t  a n y  r e s i s t a n c e  o n  

D e n g  A i 's  p a r t ,  h e  o r d e r e d  Z h o n g  H u i  t o  m o v e  h i s  t r o o p s  

i n t o  C h e n g d u .

O n c e  in  C h e n g d u .  Z h o n g  H u i  h a d  a  c o n t i n g e n t  o f  t ro o p s  

t a k e  D en g  Ai to  Luoyang .  D en g  Ai m e t  h i s  d e a t h  o n  t h e  w ay  

t o  t h e  c a p i t a l .  A f t e r  e n g in e e r i n g  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o l  D en g  Ai. 

Z h o n g  H u i  h a d  g a in e d  to ta l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a rm y ,  a n d  b e g a n  

p l o t t i n g  a r e b e l l io n  in e a r n e s t .

Z h o n g  H u i  d i s c u s s e d  h i s  i d e a  w i t h  J i a n g  W e i .  w h o  

e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  it.  H o w e v e r .  J i a n g  W ei h a d  h is  

o w n  h i d d e n  a g e n d a :  h e  w a n t e d  to  le t  Z h o n g  H u i  e l i m i n a t e  

t h e  t o p  m i l i t a r y  b r a s s  o f  W ei.  a n d  t h e n  d o  a w a y  w i t h  Z h o n g  

H u i  h i m s e l f .  H e  t h e r e f o r e  s e c r e t ly  w r o t e  t o  Liu S h a n .  "I a sk  

h i s  M a je s ty  t o  b e  p a t i e n t  fo r  a  f e w  d a y s  m o re ,  i w i l l  r e v iv e  

t h e  c o u n t r y . "
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Z h o n g  Hui.  m e a n w h i l e ,  to o k  i t  fo r  g r a n te d  t h a t  J i a n g  Wei 

w a s  a  s i n c e r e  a lly .  H e  i s s u e d  a n  o r d e r ,  a l l e g e d ly  f r o m  th e  

e m p r e s s  d o w a g e r ,  t h a t  i n s t r u c t e d  h i m  to  le a d  a n  e x p e d i t io n  

a g a i n s t  S i m a  Z h a o .  T o  p r e e m p t  a n y  o p p o s i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  

g e n e r a ls ,  h e  h a d  t h e m  p la c e d  u n d e r  h o u s e  a r r e s t  i n s i d e  t h e  

p a la c e  g r o u n d s .

T h e  W ei m il i ta ry  h a d  d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  a u th e n t i c i t y  o f  t h e  

o r d e r  f ro m  t h e  b e g in n in g .  R u m o r  so o n  c i r c u la t e d  t h a t  Z h o n g  

H ui  a n d  J ia n g  W ei w e re  p l a n n in g  a  w h o le s a le  s l a u g h te r  o f  all 

t h e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  m e n  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h .  T h i s  p r o v o k e d  a 

d i s t u r b a n c e  in  w h i c h  f i r e s  w e r e  s e t  o n  t h e  p e r ip h e r y  o f  t h e  

p a l a c e  a n d  l e a d e r l e s s  s o l d i e r s  s u r g e d  i n t o  t h e  p a l a c e  

c o m p o u n d .  J i a n g  W ei a n d  Z h o n g  H u i  w e re  b o th  k i l led  b y  th e  

r io to u s  s o ld ie r s  a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  s p u n  o u t  o f  co n tro l .
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i 8 .  A d o u  R e v e l s  i n  

a  F o r e i g n  C o u r t  a n d  F o r g e t s  

h i s  H o m e  C o u n t r y

A fte r  S h u  H a n  w a s  e x t in g u i s h e d  in t h e  w a k e  o f  Deng  Ai's 

a t t a c k ,  t h e  Last E m p e ro r  Liu S h a n  ( in f a n t  n a m e :  A dou) s ta y e d  

in  C h e n g d u .  In  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  r e b e l l io n  o f  Z h o n g  Hui 

a n d  J i a n g  Wei.  S i m a  Z h a o  c a m e  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  

a l lo w in g  t h e  Last E m p e ro r  t o  s t a y  s o  fa r  a w ay ,  so  h e  s e n t  h i s  

t r u s t e d  a s s o c i a t e  J ia  C h o n g  to  b r in g  Liu S h a n  t o  Luoyang.

Liu S h a n  h a d  a lw a y s  b e e n  a n  i n c o m p e t e n t  le a d e r .  W h e n  

Z h u g e  Liang w a s  alive ,  h e  lef t  a ll  m il i ta ry ,  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  a n d  

p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  t o  Z h u g e  L iang  b e c a u s e  h e  d i d  n o t  t r u s t  

h i s  o w n  j u d g m e n t .  A l th o u g h  h e  w a s  a b le  to  rely o n  to p  a id e s  

(n o ta b ly  J i a n g  W an .  Fei Yi a n d  J i a n g  Wei) to  a s s i s t  h im  a f te r  

Z h u g e  Liang s  d e a th ,  h e  w a s  n o t  a s  c a re fu l  a s  w h e n  Z h u g e  Liang 

h a d  b e e n  a r o u n d .  Fo l low ing  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Fei Yi a n d  J i a n g  Wei, 

a n d  w i th  t h e  e u n u c h  H u a n g  H a o  w i e ld in g  in c r e a s in g  power,  

t h e  p o l i t ica l  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  b e c o m in g  in c re a s in g ly  u n s t e a d y .

Fo l lo w in g  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o f  S h u  H an .  J i a n g  W ei w a s  k i lled  

a n d  t h e  o t h e r  m in i s t e r s  e i t h e r  d i e d  o r  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  c o u r t ,  

leav in g  o n ly  t w o  lo w -ran k in g  o ff ic ia ls .  Xi Z h e n g  a n d  Liu Tong, 

to  a c c o m p a n y  th e  e m p e r o r  t o  L uoyang .  U n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  

w a y s  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  Liu S h a n  d e p e n d e d  o n  Xi Z h en g 's  g u id a n c e  

d o w n  t o  t h e  s m a l l e s t  d e t a i l .  U n t i l  n o w .  Liu S h a n  h a d  n o t
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t h o u g h t  m u c h  o f  Xi Zheng ;  b u t  in t h e  n e w  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  h e  

c a m e  t o  se e  Xi Z h e n g  a s  a loya l  a ide .

W h e n  Liu S h a n  a r r iv e d  in Luoyang .  S im a  Z h a o  m a d e  h im  

Duke o f  A n le  a n d  co n fe r re d  t h e  t i t le  o f  m a r q u i s  o n  h i s  p rogeny 

a s  w e l l  a s  o n  m o r e  t h a n  f i f ty  e x - m i n i s t e r s  o f  S h u  H a n .  S im a  

Z h ao  d id  all  th is  to  w in  h e a r t s  a n d  m in d s ,  th e reb y  c o n so l id a t in g  

h is  a u th o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  o ld  d o m in i o n  o f  t h e  n o w - d e f u n c t  Shu  

H an .  H ow ever .  Liu S h a n  c o n s id e re d  it t h e  g re a te s t  honor .

S im a  Z h a o  g a v e  a  l a v i s h  b a n q u e t  f o r  Liu S h a n  a n d  h i s  

fo r m e r  m in i s te r s .  A t r o u p e  o f  s in g in g  g ir ls  w a s  b r o u g h t  in to 

p e r fo r m  s o n g s  a n d  d a n c e s  o r ig in a t in g  f ro m  S h u  c o u n t r y .

T h e s e  s o n g s  a n d  d a n c e s  f ro m  th e i r  h o m e  c o u n t r y  w ere ,  to 

s o m e  fo r m e r  S h u  m in i s t e r s ,  a  p a in f u l  r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e  t rag ic  

lo s s  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  a n d  b r o u g h t  t h e m  to  t h e  b r i n k  o f  tears .  

Liu S h a n  m e a n w h i l e ,  in  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t ,  w a s  so  a b s o r b e d  by  

t h e  p e r fo r m a n c e  t h a t  h i s j a w  d r o p p e d ,  s e e m in g ly  o b l iv io u s  o f  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  w a s  in a  fo re ig n  court .

T h i s  d i d  n o t  e s c a p e  t h e  n o t ic e  o f  S im a  Z hao .  "Liu S h a n  is 

real ly  a  h e a r t l e s s  c r e a tu re .  S h u  H a n  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  su rv iv ed  

e v e n  i f  Z h u g e  Liang, a  c o u n s e lo r  o f  m u c h  h i g h e r  c a l ib e r  t h a n  

J i a n g  Wei. h a d  b e e n  a l ive  a n d  h a d  d o n e  h i s  b e s t  to  h e lp  h im ."  

H e  s a id  to  J ia  C h o n g  a f t e r  t h e  b a n q u e t .

W h e n  Liu S h a n  w a s  rece ived  a  few  d a y s  l a te r  b y  S im a  Zhao, 

h e  a s k e d  h i m .  “Do y o u  s t i l l  feel n o s ta lg ia  fo r  Shu?"

"I a m  q u i te  h a p p y  here," Liu S h a n  rep lied  c o n te n te d ly .  'No, 

I d o n ' t  m is s  S h u  a n y m o re ."  (T h is  i s  t h e  o r ig in  o f  t h e  C h in e s e  

p h r a s e  “le bu  si  s/ iu."  l i te ra l ly  "so h a p p y  o n e  n o  lo n g e r  y e a rn s  

f o r  h i s  h o m e  c o u n t r y  Shu".I

Xi Z h en g ,  w h o  w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  m e e t in g ,  w a s  o u t r a g e d

I
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b y  Liu S h a n ' s  r e p ly .  W h e n  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  Liu S h a n ' s  

r e s id e n c e .  Xi Z h e n g  s a id .  "You s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a n s w e r e d  th e  

w a y  y o u  d i d  t o  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  S im a  Zhao."

"H ow  d o  you  th in k  I sh o u ld  h a v e  answered?" Liu S h a n  asked.

" I f  h e  a s k s  t h e  s a m e  q u e s t io n  a g a in ,  y o u  s h o u l d  sa y  w i th  

t e a r s  in  y o u r  e yes :  m y  a n c e s t r a l  t o m b s  a r e  in S hu :  I h a v e  a 

h eav y  h e a r t  a n d  I m is s  m y  h o m e  c o u n t r y  a ll  t h e  t im e.  W e m ay  

t h e n  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  to b e  a l low ed  to  go  h o m e ,"  Xi Z h e n g  replied.

Liu S h a n  n o d d e d  h i s  a p p r o v a l .  " Y o u  a r e  r i g h t .  I w i l l  

r e m e m b e r  th a t ."

O n  a n o th e r  o c ca s io n  S im a  Z h ao  d id  ask  Liu S h a n  t h e  s a m e  

q u e s t io n  aga in .  "You s e e m  to  b e  e n jo y in g  o u r  w a r m  h o sp i ta l i ty  

h e re .  Do y o u  s t i l l  m is s  y o u r  h o m e  c o u n try ?"

Remem bering w ha t  Xi Z heng  had  co ached  h im  to say. Liu Shun 

regurgitated it w ord  for word. H e  tried to p u t  o n  a  sad  face, b u t  the  

tears s im ply  w o u ld n ' t  come, so  l ie  h a d  to  keep  h is  eyes closed.

O b s e rv in g  Liu S h a n 's  e f fo r t ,  S im a  Z h a o  g u e s s e d  w h a t  h a d  

h a p p e n e d .  "This  s o u n d s  l ike  Xi Z h e n g  sp eak in g ."

Liu S h a n  r e o p e n e d  h i s  e y e s  w i t h  a  s t a r t  a n d  a d m i t t e d  a s  

m u c h .  "You a re  r ig h t1 You a re  right! It is Xi Z h e n g  w h o  c o a c h e d  

m e  to  give  t h i s  reply."

S im a  Z h a o  c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  b u r s t  o u t  l a u g h in g ,  a s  d i d  t h e  

a t t e n d a n t s .

T h is  c o n v in c e d  S im a  Z h a o  t h a t  t h e  a d d le -b ra in e d  Liu Sh an  

p o s e d  n o  t h r e a t  t o  h i m  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  h e  s a w  n o  n e e d  to  

e l i m in a t e  h im .

P e o p l e  h a v e  s i n c e  u s e d  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  " A d o u  t h e  

U n h c l p a b l e "  t o  d e s c r i b e  s o m e o n e  w h o  is h o p e le s s ly  f a in t -  

h e a r t e d  a n d  in c o m p e te n t .
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i g .  S h i  C h o n g  a n d  W a n g  K a i  

i n  a  W e a l t h  C o n t e s t

B efo re  l ie  h a d  t i m e  to  l a u n c h  a n  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  W u  o f  

J i a n g d o n g  fo l lo w in g  h i s  c o n q u e s t  o f  S h u  H a n .  S im a  Z h a o  fell 

ill a n d  d ied .  H is  so n .  S im a  Y an .  d e p o s e d  t h e  n o m in a l  e m p e ro r  

Cao H u a n ,  a n d  d e c la re d  h i m s e l f  e m p e r o r  o f  J in .  a  n e w  d y n a s ty .  

H e  g ave  h i m s e l f  t h e  t i t l e  o f  E m p e ro r  W u  o f  J in .  F ro m  265 to 

316 AD. t h e  J i n  d y n a s t y  h a d  i t s  c a p i t a l  a t  L u o y a n g  a n d  is 

th e re fo re  h i s to r ic a l ly  k n o w n  a s  t h e  W e s te rn  J in .

Long b e fo re  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  W e s te r n  J i n  d y n a s ty .  W u 

o f  J i a n g d o n g ,  t h e  o n ly  k i n g d o m  r e m a i n i n g  f r o m  t h e  T h r e e  

K in g d o m s  p e r io d ,  h a d  b e g u n  t o  d e c l in e .  In  279 AD. E m p e ro r  

Wu o f  J in  l a u n c h e d  a n  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  W u  cap ita l  J i a n y e  ( t o d a y s  

N a n j in g  in  J i a n g s u )  w i t h  a  2 0 0 .0 0 0 -s t ro n g  fo rc e .  T h e  l a s t  

e m p e r o r  o f  W u. S u n  H ao ,  w i t h  h i s  b a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l  a n d  

a ll  o p t i o n s  c lo s e d ,  b a r e d  h i s  u p p e r  t o r s o  a n d  h a d  h i s  a r m s  

t r u s s e d  b e h in d  h im  in  o r d e r  to  s u r r e n d e r  to  W a n g  Ju n .

T h is  m a rk e d  th e  e n d  o f  t h e  T h r e e  K in g d o m s  per iod ,  w h ic h  

b e g a n  w i t h  C a o  Pi's  a c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  t h r o n e  in  220 AD. T h e  

c o u n t r y  w a s  t h u s  r e u n i f i e d  u n d e r  t h e  J i n  d y n a s ty .

A f t e r  u n i f y i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  E m p e r o r  W u  b e c a m e  

c o m p l a c e n t  a n d  t u r n e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n s  i n s t e a d  t o  w e a l t h  a n d  

p l e a s u r e  . F o l lo w in g  h i s  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  h i g h  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  

c o u r t  v i e d  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e i r  p r e s t i g e  b y  f l a u n t i n g  t h e  

t r a p p i n g s  o f  w e a l th .
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In  t h e  im p e r ia l  c a p i t a l  o f  Luoyang .  t h e  t h r e e  r i c h e s t  m e n  

w e re  Y an g  Xiu ( the  C apita l  Protector),  W an g  Kai ( th e  e m p e ro r 's  

u n c le )  a n d  G en era l  o f  t h e  Rear,  a n d  Sh i  C h o n g  ( t h e  C av a l ie r  

A t t e n d a n l  in o rd inary ) .

Y an g  Xiu a n d  W an g  Kai w e re  re la te d  t o  t h e  roya l  h o u s e  by  

m a r r i a g e  a n d  p o s s e s s e d  g r e a t e r  p o w e r  t h a n  S h i  C h o n g .  

H o w e v e r .  Sh i  C h o n g  w a s  f a r  r i c h e r  t h a n  th e y  w e re ,  a n d  n o  

o n e  c o u ld  p u t  a n  e x a c t  f ig u re  o n  Sh i  C h o n g 's  w e a l th .  H e  h a d  

a m a s s e d  h i s  v a s t  w e a l t h  d u r i n g  h i s  t e n u r e  a s  g o v e r n o r  o f  

J in g z h o u ,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  r e n o w n e d  for h i s  c o r r u p t i o n .  W h e n  

fo re ig n  l e g a t io n s  o r  m e r c h a n t s  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  J i n g z h o u .  Sh i  

C h o n g  w o u ld  s e n d  h i s  h e n c h m e n  to  e x to r t  m o n e y  f ro m  th e m  

o r  e v e n  to  o p e n ly  ro b  a n d  kill th e m .  H e  h a d  th e re fo re  b e c o m e  

t h e  r i c h e s t  m a n  o f  t h e  realm.

U p o n  h is  arrival in Luoyang. Sh i  C h o n g  h e a rd  of W an g  Kai's 

i m p r e s s i v e  w e a l t h .  T o  p u t  W a n g  K ai 's  w e a l t h  t o  s h a m e  he 

in s t r u c t e d  h is  c u l in a ry  s t a f f  to  u s e  c a n d le s  in l ie u  o f  f i rew ood  

b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  h e a r d  t h a t  W a n g  K ai’s h o u s e h o l d  u s e d  

S w ee tw ate r  f ro m  m a l to se  t o  w a sh  p o t s  a n d  p a n s .  T h u s  a  w ea l th  

c o n te s t  b eg an  b e tw e e n  Shi  C h o n g  a n d  W a n g  Kai.

W a n g  Kai r e s p o n d e d  b y  c o m m i s s i o n i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  a  tw e lv e  m i le - lo n g  s t r e t c h  o f  s c r e e n s  m a d e  o f  p u r p l e  s i lk  

a lo n g  b o t l i  s i d e s  o f  t h e  ro a d  l e a d i n g  to  h i s  h o u s e .  A n y o n e  

v i s i t in g  t h e  W an g  re s id e n c e  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  p a s s  b e tw e e n  t h e s e  

t w e n t y  m i l e s  o f  s c r e e n s .  T h i s  l a v i s h  f e n c e w o r k  c r e a t e d  a 

s e n s a t i o n  in Luoyang.

N ot  t o  b e  o u t d o n e .  S h i  C h o n g  u s e d  m o r e  e x p e n s iv e  a n d  

m o r e  e l e g a n t  s a t i n  t o  c o n s t r u c t  s c r e e n s  t h a t  e x t e n d e d  fo r  

s ix teen  m i le s  b e fo re  b i s  o w n  h o m e .
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Kai in  a  W e a l t h  C o m

W a n g  Kai, h o w e v e r ,  r e fu s e d  to  c o n c e d e  d e fea t .  H e  so u g h t  

t h e  h e lp  o f  h i s  n e p h e w .  E m p e ro r  W u o f  J in .  I n t r ig u e d  by th e  

c o n t e s t ,  t h e  e m p e r o r  g a v e  a  t w o - f o o t - t a l l  c o r a l  t r e e  i n  h i s  

im p e r ia l  c o l l e c t io n  to  W an g  Kai. so  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  c o u ld  s h o w  

it o f f  to  t h e  public .

The e m p ero r 's  h e lp  gave a  bo o s t  to  W an g  Kai's d e te rm in a t io n  

to  c o n t in u e  t h e  co n te s t .  H e  t h e n  in v ited  Sh i  C h o n g  a n d  a  large 

n u m b e r  o f  o ff ic ia ls  to  a d i n n e r  a t  h i s  hom e.

At t h e  b a n q u e t ,  W an g  Kai a n n o u n c e d  w i t h  g lo w in g  p r ide .  

"I h a v e  a  ra re  c o r a l  t r e e  in  m y h o u s e .  Do y o u  w a n t  to  h a v e  a 

look?"

W a n g  Kai h a d  a  m a id  b r in g  o u t  t h e  c o ra l  tree ,  w h i c h  h a d  

sy m m e t r ic a l  b r a n c h e s  a n d  b r ig h t ,  p ink  f low ers .  H is  im p re ssed  

g u e s t s  lav i sh e d  p ra is e  o n  t h e  ra re  p lan t .

Yet Sh i  C h o n g  s im p ly  looked o n  w i th  a  sn e e r in g  express ion .  

S ee in g  a n  i ro n  ruy i  (o r n a m e n ta l  b a c k  sc ra tc h e r )  o n  t h e  table,  

h e  g ra b b e d  it a n d  l ig h t ly  ta p p e d  t h e  c o ra l  t r e e  w i th  it. W i th  a 

lo u d  c ra sh ,  t h e  coral  t r ee  s h a t t e r e d  in to  t in y  pieces.

T h e  in v i te d  o f f i c ia l s  w e re  s t u p e f i e d  a n d  W a n g  Kai 's  face  

t u r n e d  red  w i t h  anger .  " W h a t  o n  e a r t h  a re  y o u  doing?"

"D o n 't  b e  so  u p s e t .  I'll g iv e  y o u  a n o t h e r  o n e ."  S h i  C h o n g  

rep lied .

"Yes,  g iv e  m e  a n o t h e r  one!  G ive  m e  a n o t h e r  o n e  th en !"  

W a n g  Kai s h o u t e d .

Shi  C h o n g  s e n t  h i s  a t t e n d a n t  h o m e  to  f e tc h  a ll  t h e  coral  

t r ee s  in  h i s  c o l l e c t io n  fo r  W a n g  Kai to  c h o o s e  f rom .

A g r o u p  o f  a t t e n d a n t s  r e tu r n e d  w i th  d o z e n s  o f  co ra l  t rees ,  

i n c l u d i n g  s ix  o r  s e v e n  t h a t  w e re  t h r e e  to  f o u r  fee t  ta ll ,  ev e ry  

o n e  o f  t h e m  e le g a n t ly  s h a p e d  a n d  b r ig h t ly  c o lo red .

1 9 З



Г 'I > Ш

ц т ь ч к т ъ т .  m t

й « й : я ^ ; м р й ш а # й * т .  у е м ш ж в б б й г о  

tb T « .  ± T - i t # * S f t W a e .  №

ш .  ъ ъ г ж н з т ш я .  t t K K z m r t .  5б б й # й я  

ч ,  t t f ( « ,  ш * й й и , a #

T i . ’g ^ r # .

W iR iS # T # * . « 1 * ^ Я К . f&№5S. И й - # ,  -  

B i D ' K f t S J . - ш - т & ,  a

a t S S S $ 4 * i L T .

1 9 4



Title- t r o u t  (.'hinest• Histo ry ')  
Slii  C h o n g  a n d  W .m g  Kai in  a  W e a l t h  C o n t e s t

All t h o s e  p r e s e n t  w e r e  d a z z le d  by  t h e  d i s p l a y .  W a n g  Kai 

c o n c e d e d  d e fea t ,  f inal ly  rea l iz ing  t h a t  t h e  w e a l th  o f  Sh i  C h o n g  

w a s  m a n y  t im e s  t h a t  o f  h i s  o w n .

T h a t  b r o u g h t  to  a  c lo se  t h e  fa rc e  o f  a  w e a l t h  c o n t e s t  a n d  

S h i  C h o n g ' s  f a b u l o u s  w e a l t h  b e c a m e  k n o w n  t h r o u g h o u t  

L u o y an g .  A m i n i s t e r .  Fu X ian ,  c o m p l a i n e d  t o  E m p e r o r  Wu. 

c r i t i c iz in g  t h i s  e x t r a v a g a n c e  a n d  s q u a n d e r  a n d  d e s c r i b i n g  it 

a s  even  m o re  d e v a s ta t i n g  t h a n  n a tu ra l  d isa s te r s .  H e  ex p re ssed  

a  fear  fo r  t h e  f u tu r e  i f  t h i s  k in d  o f  o n e - u p m a n s h i p  c o n t i n u e d  

to  c o n f e r  p re s t ig e  i n s te a d  o f  b e in g  a c t iv e ly  d i s c o u ra g e d .

E m pero r  W u  ig n o red  t h e s e  c o m p la in t s .  Like Sh i  C h o n g  a n d  

W a n g  Kai h e  w e n t  o n  s u p p o r t i n g  h i s  e x t r a v a g a n t  l i f e s ty le  by  

r e d o u b l i n g  h i s  p l u n d e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  

d e c a d e n c e  s ig n a l le d  i m p e n d i n g  d i s a s te r .
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20. I m b e c i l e  o f  a n  E m p e r o r

It w a s  well  k n o w n  t h a t  t h e  c ro w n  p r ince .  S im a  Z hong .  w as  

n o t  b l e s s e d  w i th  m u c h  in t h e  w a y  of in te l l ig e n ce .  T h e r e  w a s  

c o n c e r n  b o t h  in  a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o u r t  a b o u t  w h a t  d i s a s t e r  

m ig h t  b e  in  s to r e  for  t h e  c o u n t r y  o n c e  E m p e ro r  W u  d i e d  a n d  

w a s  su c c e e d e d  by t h e  c r o w n  p r ince .

S o m e  m in i s te r s  w a n te d  to  a d v is e  t h e  e m p e r o r  t o  e s tab l i sh  

a n o t h e r  s o n  a s  c r o w n  p r in ce ,  b u t  w e r e  a f ra id  t o  c o m e  o u t  a n d  

s a y  so .  O n e  d a y .  a t  a  b a n q u e t  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  e m p e r o r ,  t h e  

m in i s t e r  Wei G u an  s t u m b le d  a n d  fell in f ro n t  o f  t h e  t h r o n e  in 

f e i g n e d  d r u n k e n n e s s .  " W h a t  a  w a s t e  o f  t h i s  c h a i r ! "  H e  

m u m b l e d  a s  h e  s t r o k e d  t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  t h ro n e .

E m p e r o r  W u  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  d r i f t  o f  t h e  

c o m p l a in t  b u t  d e c i d e d  to  p lay  d u m b .  " W h a t  is t h i s  n o n s e n s e ?  

Y o u  m u s t  b e  d ru n k ."  H e  sa id ,  a n d  to ld  h i s  a t t e n d a n t s  t o  h e lp  

Wei G u a n  u p  a n d  t a k e  h im  h o m e .

From  t h e n  o n  n o  o n e  d a r e d  m e n t io n  t h e  to p ic  again .

H ow ever .  E m pero r  W u b e g a n  to  h a v e  d o u b t s .  T o  t e s t  h o w  

in te l l igen t  t h e  c ro w n  p r in ce  w as.  h e  s e n t  a  d o s s ie r  to  th e  p r ince  

an d  asked  h im  to  deal w i th  a few  p ieces  o f  official  b u s in e s s  in it.

T h e  w ife  o f  t h e  c r o w n  p r ince ,  t h e  p r in c e s s  c o n s o r t  J ia .  w as  

a n  a s t u t e  lady .  W h e n  s h e  s a w  t h e  d o s s ie r ,  s h e  im m e d ia t e l y  

s e n t  fo r  a  c o u r t  o f f i c ia l  t o  h e l p  a n s w e r  a ll  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  fo r  

t h e  p r ince .  T h e  o ff ic ia l  w a s  a n  e r u d i t e  m a n .  a n d  t h e  r e p o r t  he  

g h o s t w r o t e  w a s  w e l l - r e a s o n e d  a n d  c o n t a i n e d  n u m e r o u s  

c la ss ica l  a l l u s io n s  a n d  re fe ren ces .
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T h e  p r i n c e s s  c o n s o r t  J i a  r e a d  t h e  r e p o r t  a n d  w a s  q u i t e  

h a p p y  w i t h  i t .  H o w e v e r ,  a  e u n u c h  r e m i n d e d  h e r .  T h i s  is 

in d e e d  a  w e l l -w r i t t e n  p iece ,  b u t  t h e  e m p e r o r  k n o w s  perfec t ly  

w e l l  t h a t  t h e  p r in c e  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a  p a r t icu la r ly  i n te l l ig e n t  

p e r so n .  An e x c e l l e n t  re p o r t  l ik e  t h i s  w o u l d  o n ly  a w a k e n  h is  

su s p ic io n s ,  a n d  th e  w h o le  t h i n g  c o u ld  c o m e  back  t o  h a u n t  us 

i f  h e  s h o u l d  o r d e r  a n  inquiry."

"You a re  r igh t.  T h a t  w a s  a  t im e ly  r e m in d e r .  W h y  d o n ' t  you 

r e d ra f t  i t?  I f  y o u r  d r a f t  d o e s  t h e  jo b .  w e  will  n o t  fail  to  r ew ard  

you ."  T h e  p r in c e s  c o n s o r t  rep lied .

T h e  e u n u c h  w r o te  a n  u n p o l i s h e d ,  p la in  report ,  w h ic h  w a s  

re c o p ie d  b y  t h e  p r in c e  a n d  p a s s e d  o n  t o  t h e  e m p ero r .

E m p e r o r  W u  r e a d  t h e  r e p o r t .  T h o u g h  i t  w a s  n o t  a n  

e x e m p la r y  p ie c e  o f  w r i t in g ,  i t  d i d  p ro v id e  a n  a n s w e r  t o  every  

q u e s t i o n  a s k e d ,  a n d  t h u s  p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e  c r o w n  p r i n c e  w a s  

c le a r  h e a d e d  a f t e r  all.

In  290 AD. E m pero r  W u fell c r i t ica l ly  ill. T h e  c r o w n  p r in c e  

w a s  t h e n  in  h i s  t h i r t i e s  a n d  s h o u l d  in  n o r m a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

h a v e  b e e n  m a t u r e  e n o u g h  to  tak e  o v e r  t h e  r e in s  o f  s t a te .  Yet 

E m p e ro r  W u w a s  n o t  c o n v in c ed ;  h e  lef t  d e a th b e d  in s t r u c t io n s  

fo r  Y a n g  J u n  ( t h e  Q u e e n ' s  f a th e r )  a n d  S im a  L iang  (P r in ce  o f  

R u 'n a n  a n d  t h e  e m p e r o r ' s  u n c l e )  t o  a c t  a s  c o - r e g e n t s .  A t 

E m p e r o r  W u 's  d e a t h ,  o n l y  Y an g  J u n  w a s  by  h i s  b e d s i d e .  In  

o r d e r  to  t a k e  s o l e  c o n t r o l  o f  i m p e r i a l  p o w e r .  Y a n g  J u n  in 

c o l lu s io n  w i t h  h i s  d a u g h t e r  t h e  q u e e n  r e w r o te  t h e  e m p e ro r 's  

las t  e d i c t  t o  d e s i g n a t e  Y an g  J u n  a s  so le  r e g e n t

U p o n  h i s  d e a th .  E m pero r  W u w a s  s u c c e e d e d  by t h e  c ro w n  

p r in c e  S im a  Z h o n g  a s  E m p e ro r  Hui.
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A fte r  h i s  a c c e s s i o n  to  t h e  t h r o n e .  E m p e r o r  H u i  p ro v e d  

in c a p a b le  o f  m a k in g  a n y  d e c i s io n s  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  

t h e  s t a t e  a n d  o n  n u m e r o u s  o c c a s a i o n s  h e  m a d e  a 

l a u g h in g s to c k  o f  h im se l f .

O n e  e ar ly  s u m m e r  d ay .  a s  h e  w a s  a m u s i n g  h i m s e l f  in th e  

im p e r ia l  g a rd e n  w i th  t h e  u s u a l  r e t in u e  o f  e u n u c h s ,  h e  h e a r d  a 

c h o r u s  o f  c r o a k in g  to ad s .

"Are th e s e  l i t t l e  fe l lo w s  s in g in g  fo r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  for  

s o m e  p r iv a te  c i t izen s?"  T h e  e m p e r o r  a s k e d  t h e  e u n u c h s .

T h e  e n u c h s  l o o k e d  a t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  n o t  k n o w i n g  h o w  to  

a n sw e r .  A e u n u c h  w i th  a  q u ic k  w i t  s a id  w i t h  a  s t r a ig h t  face. 

" T h e y  s i n g  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i f  t h e y  a r e  l o c a t e d  o n  

g o v e r n m e n t  l a n d  a n d  s in g  f o r  p r iv a t e  c i t i z e n s  i f  l o c a t e d  o n  

p r iv a te  land ."

E m p e r o r  H u i  n o d d e d  w i t h  a n  a i r  о  I u n c e r t a i n  

c o m p r e h e n s io n .

In  a  y e a r  o f  w id e s p r e a d  f a m in e ,  loca l  o f f ic ia l s  r e p o r te d  to  

t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  m a n y  c iv i l i a n s  h a d  s t a r v e d  to  

d e a t h .  W h e n  E m p e ro r  H u i  w a s  m a d e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  s i tu a t io n ,  

h e  a s k e d  h i s  m in i s te r s .  "H o w  c a n  p e o p le  s t a r v e  t o  d e a t h ? ”

"As a  r e su l t  o f  n a tu r a l  d i s a s t e r s  p eo p le  in  s o m e  a re a s  h a v e  

r u n  o u t  o f  grain ,"  t h e  m in i s t e r s  replied.

E m p e r o r  H u i  h a d  a  s u d d e n  idea .  "W hy  d o n ' t  t h e y  a d ju s t  

t h e i r  d i e t  to  e a t  m o r e  m e a t  porr idge?"

W i th  s u c h  a  p e r s o n  o n  t h e  t h r o n e ,  p l o t t e r s  o f  a ll  s t r i p e s  

b e g a n  t o  c o m e  o u t  o f  t h e  w o o d w o rk .

2 0 1
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2 i .  W a r  o f  E i g h t  P r i n c e s

E m p e r o r  W u  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o i  t h e  W ei  d y n a s ty  

t o  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  roya l  h o u s e  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  f a i lu r e  to  

d i s t r i b u t e  p o w e r  t o  i ts  m e m b e r s .  A f te r  h i s  a c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  

t h r o n e ,  h e  a c c o r d i n g l y  c r e a t e d  27 p r i n c e s .  E a c h  o f  t h e s e  

p r in c ip a l i t i e s  h a d  i ts  o w n  a r ra y  a n d  i ts  p r in c e  h a d  t h e  p o w e r  

to  a p p o i n t  h i s  o w n  c iv i l  a n d  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s .  H e  b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  w i t h  so  m a n y  e m p o w e r e d  b l o o d  r e l a t i o n s  s u p p o r t i n g  

t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  H o u s e  o f  t h e  S i m a s  w o u l d  b e  

s o l id ly  e n t r e n c h e d  in p o w e r .

A f te r  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  E m p e r o r  H u i .  Y a n g  J u n .  a  r e la t iv e  

o n  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  s i d e ,  b e c a m e  t h e  s o l e  r e g e n t .  A n u m b e r  o f  

p r in c e s  n a tu ra l ly  b e g ru d g e d  t h i s  m o n o p o ly  o f  pow er ,  b u t  th e y  

h a d  n o  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c t  a g a in s t  h im .

E m p e ro r  H u i  h a d  a  r u th le s s ,  s c h e m i n g  w i f e  in  Q u e e n  Jia .  

w h o  h a d  n o  i n t e n t io n  o f  l e t t in g  Y an g  J u n  m o n o p o l iz e  pow er .  

S h e  s e n t  s e c r e t  e m i s s a r i e s  to  c o n t a c t  S im a  Liang, P r in c e  o f  

R u ' n a n .  a n d  S i m a  W e i .  P r i n c e  o f  C h u .  i n v i t i n g  t h e m  t o  

a d v a n c e  o n  t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  to p p le  Y an g  Ju n .

P r i n c e  W e i  o f  C h u  s e t  o u t  f r o m  J i n g z h o u  w i t h  h i s  

t r o o p s  a n d  e n t e r e d  L u o y a n g .  W i t h  t h e  b a c k i n g  o f  P r in c e  

W ei .  t h e  q u e e n  p u b l i c l y  a c c u s e d  Y a n g  J u n  o f  o f  p l o t t i n g  a 

r e b e l l i o n  a n d  h a d  h i m  k i l l e d  a f t e r  s u r r o u n d i n g  h i s  

r e s i d e n c e  w i t h  t r o o p s .

F o l l o w i n g  Y a n g  J u n ' s  d e a t h .  P r i n c e  L ia n g  o f  R u 'n a n  

r e tu r n e d  to  L uoyang  a s  regen t .  H e  a ls o  w a n t e d  to  m o n o p o l iz e

2 О 3
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W ar o f  Eight Print vs

p o w e r ,  b u t  t h e  a r m y  w a s  s t i l l  c o n t ro l l e d  by P r in ce  Wei o f  Chu. 

T e n s i o n s  d e v e lo p e d  b e tw e e n  th e m .  Q u e e n  J i a  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

P r in ce  Liang o f  R u 'n a n  w a s  a  l iab i li ty ,  a n d  so  s h e  c o u n te r f e i t d  

a s e c re t  o r d e r  f ro m  E m p e ro r  H u i .  a u t h o r i z i n g  P r in ce  W ei o f  

C h u  to  a r r e s t  a n d  e x e c u te  P r in ce  Liang o f  R u 'n an .

A l th o u g h  P r in ce  W ei w a s  Q u e e n  J i a 's  a lly ,  t h e  q u e e n  w a s  

w o r r i e d  t h a t  a f t e r  k i l l i n g  t w o  p r i n c e s  in  a  r o w  h e  w o u l d  

b e c o m e  to o  p o w e rfu l .  T h a t  s a m e  e v e n in g ,  s h e  a c c u s e d  Prince 

W ei  o f  fo rg in g  a n  im p e r ia l  e d ic t  to  k i l l  P r in ce  Liang w i t h o u t  

c a u s e  o r  a u th o r i z a t io n  T h is  w a s  a  c a p i t a l  o f f e n s e .  I t  d a w n e d  

o n  Prince  W ei o f  C h u  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  d u p e d  se t  u p  b y  Q u e en  

Jia .  a n d  b e  c r ie d  foul ,  b u t  it  w a s  to o  late .

F ro m  t h e n  o n .  t h e r e  w a s  n o  r e g e n t  in t h e  c o u r t ;  t h o u g h  

E m p e r o r  H u i  w a s  t h e  n o m i n a l  r u le r ,  i t  w a s  Q u e e n  J i a  w h o  

w ie ld e d  a ll  t h e  power.

Q u e e n  J i a ' s  e i g h t  y e a r s  in  p o w e r  w e r e  n o t o r i o u s  fo r  h e r  

o v e r b e a r in g ,  a r b i t r a r y  d e c i s io n s .  S h e  w a s  n o t  t h e  b io lo g ic a l  

m o t h e r  o f  t h e  c r o w n  p r in c e  Yu. a n d  fe a re d  lo s in g  h e r  p o w e r  

o n c e  t h e  c ro w n  p r in c e  g rew  s t ronge r ,  s o  s h e  w o rk e d  d i l igen tly  

fo r  h i s  rem ova l.

O n  o n e  occas io n .  Q u e e n  J ia  h a d  a  l e t te r  w r i t te n  in t h e  n a m e  

o f  t h e  c r o w n  p r in c e  p r e s s u r in g  E m p e ro r  H u i  to  a b d ic a te .  She  

t h e n  in v i t e d  t h e  c r o w n  p r in c e  fo r  a  f e w  d r i n k s  a n d  w h e n  h e  

b e c a m e  d r u n k  s h e  s o m e h o w  p e r s u a d e d  h im  t o  c o p y  o u t  t h e  

l e t t e r  in h h i s  o w n  h a n d .

T h e  n e x t  d ay ,  Q u e e n  J i a  a s k e d  E m p e ro r  H u i  t o  s u m m o n  

h i s  m in i s te r s .  S h e  s h o w e d  t h e m  t h e  c r o w n  p r in c e 's  l e t t e r  a n d  

a c c u s e d  h i m  o f  p l o t t i n g  a  reb e l l io n .  T h e  m in i s t e r s  e x p r e s s e d  

d o u b t s  t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  h a d  b e e n  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  p r in ce .  W h e n
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rV.'ir o f Eitjlu Prhki

Q u e e n  J i a  a s k e d  t h e m  t o  c h e c k  it  c lo se ly ,  t h e y  f o u n d  t h a t  it  

w a s  in d e e d  t h e  p r in ce 's  h a n d w r i t in g .  Q u e en  J ia  t h u s  succeed ed  

in d e p o s i n g  t h e  c r o w n  p r ince .

T h e  m in i s t e r s '  r e s e n t m e n t  o f  Q u e e n  J ia 's  r u t h l e s s n e s s  w a s  

n o w  in te n s i f i e d  by  h e r  role in d e p o s in g  t h e  c ro w n  p r in ce ,  a n d  

t h e y  p r iv a t e ly  v o ic e d  a n g r y  c r i t i c i s m  o f  h e r .  S im a  Lun. t h e  

P r in c e  o f  Z hao ,  w h o  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  im p e r ia l  g u a rd ,  s e n s e d  a 

g o o d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r a is e  a r m s  a g a i n s t  Q u e e n  J ia .  H o w ev e r ,  

h e  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  a n  e m p o w e r e d  c r o w n  p r in c e  w o u ld  be  

o n e  m o r e  o b s t a c l e  t o  d e a l  w i t h .  H e  b e g a n  t o  s p r e a d  r u m o r s  

t h a t  t h e  m in i s t e r s  w e r e  s e c re t ly  p l a n n i n g  t h e  r e i n s t a t e m e n t  

o f  t h e  c r o w n  p r in ce .  W h e n  t h e  r u m o r s  r e a c h e d  Q u e e n  J i a 's  

e a r s ,  s h e  b e c a m e  a p p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  h a d  t h e  c r o w n  p r i n c e  

p o iso n e d .  T h i s  gave Prince  Lun o f  Z h a o  t h e  e x c u s e  h e  needed .  

He  s e n t  t h e  S u b c o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  Im p er ia l  G uard .  S im a  Jiong, 

to  a r r e s t  Q u e e n  J i a  in t h e  im p e r ia l  palace.

W h e n  s h e  s a w  S im a  J i o n g  e n t e r in g  t h e  p a la c e  a t  t h e  h e a d  

o l  h is  t ro o p s ,  Q u e e n  Jia  a sk e d  w i th  g re a t  a s to n i s h m e n t ,  "W hat 

d o  y o u  w an t?"

'1 a m  h e r e  to  a r r e s t  y o u  o n  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  e m p e ro r ."  P r ince  

J io n g  o f  Qi rep lied .

"All im p e r ia l  e d ic t s  p a s s  t h r o u g h  m y  h a n d s .  I h a v e n ' t  seen  

a n y  s u c h  o rd e r ."  Q u e e n  J ia  sa id .

Q u e e n  J i a  k ic k e d  u p  a  f u s s  in t h e  h o p e  o f  g e t t in g  E m pero r  

H u i  t o  r u s h  to  h e r  re scu e .  H o w ev e r .  P r in c e  Lun o f  Z h a o  h a d  

h e r  a r r e s t e d  a n d  e x ec u te d .

O n c e  h e  h a d  a  t a s t e  o f  p o w e r .  P r i n c e  Lun o f  Z h a o ' s  

a m b i t i o n s  grew. H e w a s  n o  lo n g er  c o n te n t  t o  be  a  m e re  p r im e  

m in i s t e r .  A y e a r  l a t e r  . h e  p l a c e d  E m p e ro r  H u i  u n d e r  h o u s e
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a r r e s t  a n d  d e c l a r e d  h i m s e l f  e m p e r o r .  H e  i m m e d i a t e l y  

p r o c e e d e d  t o  c o n f e r  o f f i c i a l  t i t l e s  o f  v a r y in g  r a n k s  o n  h i s  

s u p p o r t e r s ,  b e  t h e y  c iv i l  o r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c ia l s ,  a t t e n d a n t s  o r  

s o l d i e r s .  I n  t h a t  e r a .  t h e  h a t s  w o r n  b y  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  

o r n a m e n te d  w i th  a n  e rm in e 's  tail . T h e  n e w  o f f ic ia l s  a p p o in te d  

by P r in c e  Lun o f  Z h a o  w e re  s o  n u m e r o u s  t h a t  th e y  so o n  u se d  

u p  a ll  t h e  e r m i n e  t a i l s  in  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  s t o r e h o u s e .  Many 

h a d  to  c o n te n t  t h e m s e l v e s  w i th  d o g  t a i l s  o n  t h e i r  h a ts .  T h e re  

w a s  a  p o p u l a r  d i t t y  l a m p o o n i n g  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  t h a t  w e n t  

"Dog t a i l s  a re  in w h e n  e r m i n e  t a i l s  r u n  out ."

W h e n  t h e  o t h e r  p r in c e s  h e a r d  t h a t  P r ince  Lun o f  Z h a o  h a d  

d e c la r e d  h i m s e l f  e m p e ro r ,  t h e y  a ll  b e g a n  t o  v ie  fo r  t h e  s a m e  

t h r o n e .  A p e r io d  o f  s t r i f e  s t a r t e d  a s  S im a  Lun ( th e  P r in c e  o f  

Zhao),  S im a  J io n g  ( th e  P r in ce  o f  Qil. S im a  Y in g  ( t h e  P r in ce  o f  

C hengdu) .  S im a  Y o n g  ( the  P r ince  o f  Hejian), S im a  Yi ( th e  Prince 

o f  C h a n g sh a )  a n d  S im a  Y ue  ( th e  P r ince  o f  D o ngha i)  a ll  j o s t l e d  

for  p o w e r .  If  S im a  Ling ( th e  P r in ce  o f  R u 'n a n )  a n d  S im a  Wei 

( th e  P r in ce  o f  C hu).  w h o  h a d  b e e n  k i l led ,  a re  c o u n te d ,  t h e r e  

w e r e  e ig h t  p r i n c e s  w h o  w e re  e m b r o i l e d  in  t h i s  b a t t l e  for  t h e  

th ro n e .  T h i s  p e r io d  is th e re fo re  k n o w n  a s  " the  W ar  o f  t h e  Eight 

P r in c e s '  in C h in e s e  h is to ry .

T h e  W a r  o f  E ight  P r in ces  w e n t  o n  fo r  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  u n t i l  

306 AD, w h e n  se v e n  o f  t h e  e ig h t  h a d  d ie d ,  l eav in g  o n ly  P r ince  

Y ue  o f  D o n g h a i .  H e  k i l le d  E m p e r o r  H u i  o f  J i n  w i t h  p o i s o n  

a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  E m p e ro r  H u i 's  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  S im a  C h i  a s  

E m p e ro r  H u a i  o f  t h e  J i n  d y n a s ty .
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2 2 . A X iongnu  (H un) Declares 

H im se lf  E m peror o f  H an

In 304 AD. Liu Y u a n ,  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  X io n g n u  ( H u n  in 

W e s t e r n  t e r m i n o l o g y )  a r i s t o c r a c y  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  s t o p p e d  

p a y i n g  h o m a g e  t o  t h e  J i n  d y n a s t y  a n d  d e c l a r e d  

i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  n a m i n g  h i m s e l f  t h e  K in g  o f  H a n .

T o w a r d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  H a n  d y n a s t y .  X io n g n u  

t r i b e s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  in  r e m o l e  c o m m a n d e r i e s  a n d  c o u n t i e s  

in t h e  n o r t h .  A f te r  p r o l o n g e d  c o n t a c t  a n d  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i th  

p e o p le  o f  H a n  s to c k ,  t h e y  h a d  i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  H a n  c u l tu r e .  

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  X i o n g n u  a r i s to c r a c y  c o n s i d e r e d  th e m s e l v e s  

r e la te d  to  H a n  ro y a l ty  b y  v i r tu e  o f  t h e  se v e ra l  i n te r m a r r i a g e s  

b e tw e e n  t h e  X io n g n u  a n d  t h e  H a n  royal  f a m i l ie s  in  p re v io u s  

g e n e r a t i o n s .  T h e y  e v e n  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  n a m e  t o  Liu, t h e  

s u r n a m e  o f  t h e  H a n  e m p e r o r s .  A f t e r  u n i f y i n g  t h e  n o r t h  o f  

C h in a ,  C a o  C ao  h a d  g r o u p e d  t h e  t h i r t y  t h o u s a n d  X i o n g n u  

t r i b e s  i n t o  f iv e  l e a g u e s ,  e a c h  le d  b y  a  League  C o m m a n d e r .  

Liu B ao .  a  X i o n g n u  a r i s t o c r a t ,  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  

C o m m a n d e r s .

Liu Y u a n ,  a  s o n  o f  Liu Bao, h a d  re a d  m a n y  H a n .  H e  h a d  

g r e a t  p h y s i c a l  s t r e n g t h  a n d  c a r e f u l l y - h o n e d  c o m b a t  sk i l ls .  

I t  is e v e n  s a id  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  m a n i p u l a t e  a  330 p o u n d  b o w .  

O n  Liu B ao 's  d e a t h .  Liu Y u a n  t o o k  o v e r  h i s  f a th e r ' s  p o s i t io n .  

H e  l a t e r  s e r v e d  a s  a  g e n e r a l  u n d e r  S i m a  Y in g .  P r i n c e  o f  

C h e n g d u  o f  W e s te r n  J i n  (o n e  o f  t h e  E ig h t  Princes)..  H e  s ta y e d  

in  Y e c h e n g .  in c h a r g e  o f  t h e  t r o o p s  o f  f ive  X io n g n u  leagues .
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Л X io n g n u  I H u n )  D ec la re s  H im s e l f  i n i p v r o r  of H a r

W h e n  t h e  W a r  o f  t h e  E i g h t  P r i n c e s  s t a r t e d ,  s o m e  

X i o n g n u  n o b l e m e n  c a l l e d  a  m e e t i n g  i n  Z u o g u o  ( n o r t h  o f  

t o d a y ' s  L ish i  i n  S h a n x i ) .  A n  e l d e r l y  X i o n g n u  n o b l e m a n  

a d d r e s s e d  t h e  t r i b e s m e n .  " T h e  X i o n g n u  h a v e  b e e n  l ik e  

b r o t h e r s  t o  t h e  H a n  p e o p l e  s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  H a n  

d y n a s t y .  T h r o u g h  t h e  W e i  a n d  t h e  J i n  d y n a s t i e s  t h e  

d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  o u r  C h a n y u s  h a v e  b e e n  g r a n t e d  t i t l e s  o f  

n o b i l i t y  b y  t h e  C h i n e s e  e m p e r o r s ,  b u t  w e  d o  n o t  p o s s e s s  

a n y  l a n d  t h a t  w e  c a n  c a l l  o u r  o w n .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d  w e  a re  n o  

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  c o m m o n  p e o p l e .  N o w  t h a t  t h e  J i n  

d y n a s t y  h a s  c o l l a p s e d  i n t o  c iv i l  w a r ,  t h e  X i o n g n u  h a v e  a 

g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e s t o r e  o u r  o l d  glory ."

T h e  o t h e r  n o b l e m e n  a g r e e d —b u t  w h o  w a s  g o in g  t o  lead  

t h e m  o n  t h e  p a t h  t o  g lo r y ?  A f t e r  s o m e  d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  t h e y  

a g r e e d  t h a t  Liu  Y u a n  p o s s e s s e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a b i l i t y  a n d  

a u th o r i t y .

T h e  n o b l e m e n  s e n t  a n  e n v o y  t o  Y e c h e n g  t o  c o n v e y  t h e  

c o n s e n s u s  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  Liu Y u a n  a n d  t o  i n v i t e  h i m  

t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e m .  Liu Y u a n  e m b r a c e d  t h e  p r o p o s a l  a n d  

s u b m i t t e d  a  l e a v e  r e q u e s t  t o  S i m a  Y i n g .  c l a i m i n g  h e  

n e e d e d  t o  a t t e n d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  f u n e ra l .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  r e q u e s t  

w a s  d e n i e d  a n d  Liu Y u a n  h a d  n o  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  s e n d  t h e  

e n v o y  h o m e .  In  t h e  m e a n t i m e  h e  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  t r o o p s  o f  

t h e  l iv e  X i o n g n u  l e a g u e s  i n  h i s  c h a r g e  t o  j o i n  f o r c e s  a n d  

m o v e  s o u t h .

S o m e  t i m e  l a te r .  S i m a  T e n g  ( g o v e rn o r  o f  B in g zh o u )  a n d  

G e n e r a l  W a n g  J u n .  b o t h  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  J i n  d y n a s t y ,  a id e d  

b y  t h e  X ia n b e i  m in o r i t y ,  l a u n c h e d  a n  a t t a c k  o n  S im a  Y ing. 

w h o  w a s  d e f e a t e d  a n d  f o r c e d  t o  f lee  t o  L u o y an g .  Liu Y u a n
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H im self Emperor of Him

a s k e d  S im a  Y in g  fo r  p e r m i s s io n  t o  g o  b a c k  h o m e  a n d  r e tu r n  

w i t h  X i o n g n u  r e in f o r c e m e n t s .  T h i s  t im e ,  S im a  Y in g  g r a n te d  

t h e  r e q u e s t ,

t n  304  AD. Liu Y u a n  r e t u r n e d  t o  Z u o g u o  a n d  w a s  

u n a n i m o u s l y  m a d e  C h a n y u .  H e  p u l  t o g e t h e r  a  fo rc e  o f  f i f ty  

t h o u s a n d  a n d  p e r s o n a l l y  led  i t  o n  a  s o u t h w a r d  m a r c h ,  in 

o r d e r  t o  h e l p  t h e  J i n  t r o o p s  f e n d  o f f  t h e  X ia n b e i  a rm y .

O n e  o f  h i s  m e n  a s k e d  h i m  w h y  h e  d i d  n o t  s e i z e  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o v e r th r o w  t h e  J i n  d y n a s t y  i n s t e a d  o f  h e lp in g  

t h e m .

"To e x t i n g u i s h  t h e  J in  w o u ld  b e  a s  e a s y  a s  s n a p p i n g  d e a d  

b r a n c h e s  f r o m  a  tree ,  b u t  th e r e  is n o  w a y  o f  t e l l in g  w h e t h e r  

t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  J i n  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  u s .  In  m y  v ie w ,  s i n c e  

t h e  H a n  d y n a s t y  e n jo y e d  t h e  l o n g e s t  re ig n ,  i t  c o n t i n u e s  to  

e x e r t  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  g r ip  o n  t h e  p o p u la r  im a g in a t io n .  Besides ,  

t h e  X io n g n u  o f  t h e  l a s t  g e n e r a t i o n  w e r e  b r o t h e r s  t o  t h e  H a n  

royalty .  If w e  l a k e  over  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  d e f u n c t  H a n  d y n a s ty ,  

w e  m a y  y e t  w i n  o v e r  t h e  people ."  Liu Y u a n  rep lied .

T h is  w a s  fo u n d  to  be  a  good idea  a n d  Liu Y uan  su b seq u en t ly  

d e c la re d  h im s e l f  K ing o f  H a n .

A fter  p ro c la im in g  h im s e l f  King o f  H an .  Liu Y u an  w e n t  f rom  

s t r e n g th  t o  s t r e n g th ,  q u i c k ly  c a p t u r in g  t h e  c o m m a n d e r i e s  o f  

S h a n g d a n g ,  T a iy u an .  H e d o n g  a n d  Pingyuan .  S o m e  l e s se r  rebel  

fo rce s  o f  v a r io u s  m in o r i t ie s  c h a l l e n g in g  J in  ru le  a ls o  g ave  th e i r  

a l l e g ia n c e  to  Liu Yuan.
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I n  308 AD. Liu Y u a n  d e c l a r e d  h i m s e l f  E m p e r o r  o f  H a n .  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  h e  m o v e d  h i s  c a p i t a l  t o  P i n g y a n g  

( s o u t h w e s t  o f  to d a y 's  L infen in  S h a n x i )  a n d  c o n c e n t r a t e d  h is  

f o r c e s  t o  a t t a c k  L uoyang .  For  a ll  t h e i r  h a t r e d  o f  t h e  c o r r u p t  

W e s te r n  J i n  d y n a s t y ,  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  L u o y a n g  w e r e  l o a t h  to  

s u b m i t  to  X io n g n u  ru le .  T w ic e  Liu Y u a n  a t t a c k e d  a n d  tw ic e  

h e  w a s  f o r c e d  t o  r e t r e a t  in t h e  f a c e  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  

c iv i l i a n s  a n d  t h e  t r o o p s  d e f e n d i n g  Luoyang .

D u r in g  t h i s  t im e ,  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  e i g h t  p r in c e s  s t i l l  a live ,  

S im a  Y u e  ( t h e  P r in c e  o f  D o n g h a i ) ,  w a s  i n v o lv e d  in  b l o o d y  

i n f i g h t i n g  w i t h  m a n y  c o u r t  m i n i s t e r s ,  t h u s  s a p p i n g  w h a t  

l i t t l e  f i g h t in g  s t r e n g t h  t h e  J i n  s t i l l  p o s s e s s e d .

W h e n  Liu Y u a n  d ie d ,  h i s  s o n  Liu C o n g  s u c c e e d e d  h im  a s  

E m p e ro r  o f  H a n .  Liu C o n g  s e n t  h i s  g e n e r a l s  Liu Y a o  a n d  Shi 

Le t o  a t t a c k  L u o y a n g  o n c e  a g a in .  I t s  c i v i l i a n  a n d  m i l i t a r y  

d e f e n d e r s  p u t  u p  a h e r o ic  r e s i s t a n c e ,  b u t  w e re  o u t n u m b e r e d  

b y  t h e  X io n g n u .  I n  311 AD. L u o y an g  fe ll  a n d  E m p e r o r  H u a i  

o f  t h e  J i n  d y n a s t y  w a s  t a k e n  p r i so n e r .

A f t e r  e n t e r i n g  L u o y a n g .  L iu  C o n g  m a s s a c r e d  l a r g e  

n u m b e r s  of  J i n  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  c iv i l i a n s .  A t a  b a n q u e t  h o s t e d  

b y  Liu Cong, E m p e ro r  H u a i  w a s  m a d e  t o  w e a r  a s e r v a n t ' s  b lu e  

u n i f o r m  a n d  p o u r  w i n e  f o r  t h e  g u e s t s .  S o m e  e x - m i n i s t e r s  o f  

t h e  J in  b u r s t  o u t  c r y n g a t  t h e  s ig h t .  M a d d e n e d  b y  t h i s  d isp lay  

o f  d e e p  a f f e c t i o n  b y  t h e  f o r m e r  J i n  m i n i s t e r s  f o r  t h e i r  

m o n a r c h .  Liu C o n g  h a d  E m p e ro r  H u a i  k i l led .
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A  X io n g n u  i H u n l  D ec la re s  H im s e l f  E m p e r o r  o l  H an

A f te r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  E m p e r o r  H u a i  o f  J in .  t h e  J i n  o f f i c ia l s  

in  C h a n  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  n e p h e w  S im a  Y e a s  E m p e ro r  M in 

o f  t h e  J i n  d y n a s ty .

in  316 AD. Liu C o n g  c a p tu r e d  C h a n g 'an .  E m p e ro r  M in fa red  

n o  b e l t e r  t h a n  h i s  p re d e c e s s o r ,  h e  w a s  k i l le d  a f t e r  b e in g  p u t  

t h r o u g h  u n s p e a k a b l e  h u m i l i a t i o n s .  T h a t  m a r k e d  t h e  e n d  o f  

t h e  W e s te r n  J i n  d y n a s t y ,  w h i c h  h a d  l a s te d  f i f ty  T w o  years .

A f t e r  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  W e s te r n  J i n  d y n a s t y ,  t h e  n o r t h e r n  

p e o p le s  (p r in c ip a l ly  t h e  X io n g n u .  t h e  X ia n b e i .  t h e  J ie .  t h e  Di 

a n d  t h e  Q ia n g  m in o r i t ie s )  s t a r te d  rebe lling .  T h e i r  l e a d e r s  took  

a d v a n t a g e  o l  t h e  c h a o s  t o  r a i s e  a r m s  a n d .  l ik e  Liu Y u a n ,  to  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  o w n  re g im es .  T h is  p e r io d  s a w  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  

o f  a  to ta l  o l  s i x t e e n  s e p a ra t e  r e g im es ,  a n d  is t h e r e f o r e  k n o w n  

in  C h in e s e  h i s to r y  a s  t h e  ‘S ix t e e n  K in g d o m s '  p e r io d  ( a n o th e r  

t e r m  u s e d  i s  t h e  'S ix tee n  K in g d o m s  o f  t h e  Five Hu ',  h u  b e in g  

a t e r m  u s e d  in  a n c i e n t  t i m e s  t o  c o l l e c t i v e l y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  

n o r t h e r n  n o m a d i c  tr ibes) .
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2 3 . Sw ord Practice at 

th e  First Crow o f  th e  Rooster

T h o u g h  t h e  re b e l l io n s  s ta g e d  b y  X io n g n u  n o b le m e n  in th e  

n o r th  w e re  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  ve ry  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  W e s te rn  J in  

d y n a s ty ,  th e re  w e re  s t i l l  s o m e  J i n  ge n era ls  w h o  f o u g h t  f iercely 

t o  u p h o l d  th e  d y n a s t y .  Liu K u n  w a s  o n e  s u c h  genera l.

In  Liu K u n 's  y o u th  h e  h a d  a goo d  f r ien d  n a m e d  Z u  Ti. W h e n  

t h e y  b o t h  s e r v e d  in  t h e  r e g i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  S i z h o u  

( n o r t h w e s t  o f  t o d a y ' s  L u o y a n g )  in  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  

W e s te rn  J in .  t h e y  o f t e n  e n g a g e d  in  s e r i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  

t h e  g e n e ra l  s t a t e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  l a t e  i n t o  t h e  n ig h t .

O n e  n ig h t .  Z u T i w a s  a w o k e n  b y  t h e  c r o w in g  o f  a  ro o s te r .  

H e  l o o k e d  o u t  o f  t h e  w i n d o w  a n d  f o u n d  a  s l i v e r  o f  m o o n  

s t i l l  h a n g i n g  o v e r  t h e  h o r i z o n ,  t h e  e a s t e r n  s k y  s t i l l  

u n c o l o u r e d  b y  d a w n .

N ot  fee l in g  l ike  g o in g  b a c k  to  s le e p  Zu  Ti a w o k e  Liu Kun. 

Liu K un  r u b b e d  h i s  e y e s  a n d  a s k e d  w h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  w a s .  

"Listen! T h a t  w a s  a  t im e ly  a la rm !  T h e  r o o s t e r  j u s t  s o u n d e d  a 

w a k e u p  call!" Zu  Ti rep lied .

T h e  t w o  g o t  o u t  o f  b e d  i n  h ig h  s p i r i t s ,  to o k  d o w n  t h e i r  

s w o r d s  w h i c h  w e r e  h a n g in g  o n  t h e  w a l l ,  a n d  h e a d e d  o u t s i d e  

to  b e g in  t h e i r  s w o r d  p ract ice .

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  d a i ly  p ra c t ic e  o f  m a r i t ia l  sk i l ls ,  a s  well  

a s  t h e i r  d i l i g e n t  s t u d y  o f  t h e  a r t s  o f  w a r .  t h e y  e v e n t u a l l y  

b e c a m e  f a m o u s  gen era ls .
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In  308 AD. E m p e ro r  H u a i  a p p o i n t e d  Liu K un  g o v e r n o r  o f  

B i n g z h o u .  A t t h a t  l i m e .  B i n g z h o u  w a s  p l a g u e d  b y  t h e  

p l u n d e r i n g ,  l o o t i n g  a n d  m u r d e r o u s  i n c u r s i o n s  o f  X i o n g n u  

w a r r io r s ,  w h i c h  p r o d u c e d  w a v e s  o l  re fu g e e s .  Liu Kun ra ised  

a n  a r m y  o f  o v e r  a  t h o u s a n d  m e n .  w h i c h  h e  led in to  c o m b a t .

W i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  w a l l s  o f  J i n y a n g  ( s o u t h w e s t  o f  t o d a y ' s  

T a i y u a n  in  S h a n x i )  t h e y  w e r e  g r e e t e d  b y  a  f o r lo r n  s c e n e  o f  

h o u s e s  b u r n e d  to  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  ru in s  ev e ry w h e re  

a r o u n d  t h e m .  T h e  f e w  r e s i d e n t s  t h e y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  ra n  in to  

w e re  d o u b le d  o v e r  w i t h  h u n g e r .

Liu K u n  w a s  d e e p ly  s a d d e n e d  b y  w h a t  h e  w i t n e s s e d .  H e  

i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  m e n  t o  b u r y  t h e  d e a d  a n d  r e b u i ld  t h e  h o u s e s  

a n d  c i ty  w a l l s  a n d  h e  p e rso n a l ly  o v e r s a w  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

c i ty  d e f e n s e s  a g a in s t  X iongnu  a t ta ck s .  As a  resu l t  o f  h i s  policy 

o f  s o w in g  d i s s e n s i o n  a m o n g  t h e  X i o n g n u  t r ib e s ,  m o r e  t h a n  

t e n  t h o u s a n d  X io n g n u  s o ld ie r s  s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  Liu K un.  Even 

Liu Y u a n ,  t h e  s e l f - s t y l e d  K in g  o f  H a n .  w a s  d e t e r r e d  f r o m  

f u r t h e r  i n c u r s io n s  i n to  h i s  te r r i to ry .

Liu K u n  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  r e fu g e e s  to  r e tu r n  to  r e p la n t  th e  

fa l lo w  fie lds .  W i t h i n  less  t h a n  a year ,  t h e  c i ty  w a s  o n c e  ag a in  

a l i v e  w i t h  t h e  s o u n d s  o f  d o m e s t i c a t e d  a n i m a l s ,  a n d  s o o n  

f o u n d  i ts  w a y  b a c k  to  t h e  b u s t l in g  p ro sp e r i ty  o f  yea rs  before .

A f t e r  Liu C o n g  b r e a c h e d  t h e  d e f e n s e s  o f  L u o y an g .  t h e  

W e s te r n  J in 's  m i l i ta r y  e f f o r t s  in t h e  n o r t h  l a rg e ly  c o l la p sed .  

O n ly  Liu Kun kep t  u p  t h e  f igh t  in t h e  reg io n  o f  Bingzhou. After 

h i s  a c c e s s io n  in C h a n g 'a n .  E m p e ro r  M in c o n fe r r e d  t h e  t i t l e  o f  

G e n e r a l - i n - c h i e f  o n  Liu K u n .  w h o  w a s  p u t  in  c h a r g e  o f  all 

m il i ta ry  m a t t e r s  in B ingzhou .

G e n e r a l  S h i  Le o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  H a n .  h a v i n g  g a in e d

2 2
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c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  o f  X i n n g g u o  ( s o u t h w e s t  o f  t o d a y ' s  

X ing ta i  in Hebei),  w a s  p o ised  to  t a k e  B ingzhou  w i th  a  fo rce  o f  

h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  t ro o p s .  Liu K u n  w a s  t r a p p e d ,  w i th  

Liu Cong  a t t a c k in g  f rom  t h e  s o u th  a n d  Sh i  Le th r e a te n in g  from  

t h e  n o r th .  U n d e te r r e d  by  t h i s  d i re  s i t u a t io n  a n d  u n y ie ld in g  in 

h i s  r e s i s t a n c e ,  h e  w r o te  to  E m pero r  Min. "Liu C o n g  a n d  Shi  Le 

a re  m y  s w o r n  e n e m ie s .  1 w il l  o n l y  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  a f t e r  

p u t t i n g  d o w n  t h e i r  rebellion ."

W h e n  J i n y a n g  w a s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  t h e  h u g e  c r o w d s  o f  

X io n g n u  c a v a l r a y m c n .  t h e  s e r io u s ly  o u t n u m b e r e d  d e f e n d e r s  

o f  t h e  c i t y  p a n i c k e d .  H o w e v e r .  Liu  K u n  m a i n t a i n e d  h i s  

c o m p o s u re .  W h e n  n ig h t  fell, h e  m o u n te d  t h e  w a t c h t o w e r  a n d  

e m i t t e d  a .  l o u d  m o u r n f u l  c ry  in  t h e  m o o n l i g h t .  W h e n  th e  

X io n g n u  h o r s e m e n  h e a r d  it.  t h e y  r e tu r n e d  th e  cry .  l a t e r  t h a t  

n ig h t ,  Liu Kun h a d  m u s ic i a n s  p lay X io n g n u  t u n e s  o n  X iongnu  

r e e d  p ip e s ,  w h i c h  e v o k e d  n o s t a l g i a  a m o n g  t h e  X io n g n u  

s o l d i e r s  a n d  m o v e d  t h e m  t o  t e a r s .  S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  d a y b re a k ,  

w h e n  t h e  r e e d  p i p e s  s o u n d e d  a g a in ,  t h e  X i o n g n u  s o l d i e r s  

d e s e r t e d  a n d  d i sp e r se d .

Liu K u n 's  l a te r  a t t a c k  o n  Liu C o n g  by a l ly in g  h i m s e l f  w i th  

X i a n b e i  c h i e f t a i n s  d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d .  W h e n  S h i  Le 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  a t t a c k e d  Lep ing  ( s o u t h w e s t  o f  t o d a y 's  X iyang  

i n  S h a n x i ) ,  Liu K u n  s e n t  h i s  f o r c e s  t o  t h e  r e s c u e  b u t  n e a r ly  

l o s t  a l l  o f  t h e m  w h e n  th e y  w e r e  a m b u s h e d  b y  Sh i  Le's e l i t e  

t r o o p s ,  t n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  n e w s  a r r i v e d  t h a t  C h a n g 'a n  h a d  

b e e n  t a k e n  by  Liu Cong. U n d e r  (h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  n o  a m o u n t  

o l  t e n a c i t y  o n  Liu K u n 's  p a r t  w a s  e n o u g h  t o  e n a b l e  h i m  to 

h o ld  o n  t o  B ingzhou .  H e  t h e r e f o r e  to o k  h i s  r e m a in i n g  t ro o p s  

t o  s e e k  s a n c t u a r y  in  Y o u z h o u .
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24. H o u se  o f  th e  S im as 

an d  th e  W angs

A fte r  Liu C o n g  c a p t u r e d  C h a n  a n .  t h e  s o u t h  r e m a in e d  in 

t h e  c o n t r o l  of J i n  o f f ic ia l s .  B efore  h i s  c a p t u r e .  E m p e ro r  Min 

l e f t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  fo r  S i m a  Rui, P r in c e  o f  L an g y a ,  w h o  w a s  

d e f e n d i n g  J i a n k a n g  ( fo rm e r ly  k n o w n  a s  J i a n y e ,  a n d  n o w  a s  

N an j in g  in  J ia n g su ) ,  t o  s u c c e e d  h i s  t h ro n e .

S im a  Rui d i d  n o t  e n jo y  a  h ig h  s t a t u s  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  

roya l  h o u s e  o f  t h e  W e s te r n  J i n  d y n a s t y .  D u r in g  t h e  re ig n  o f  

E m p e r o r  H u a i ,  h e  w a s  d i s p a t c h e d  to  J i a n g n a n  ( t h e  c o a s ta l  

r e g io n s  s o u t h  o f  t h e  Yangtze) o n  g a r r i so n  d u ty .  O f  t h e  n o r th e r n  

m a n d a r i n s  h e  t o o k  w i t h  h i m .  t h e  m o s t  r e n o w n e d  w a s  W an g  

Dao. S im a  Rui v a lu e d  W a n g  D ao 's  a d v ic e  a n d  c o n s id e r e d  h im  

a  c lo s e  f r ien d .

A f te r  S im a  Rui’s  a r r iv a l  in  J i a n k a n g ,  t h e  large l a n d o w n in g  

f a m i l i e s  o f  m a n d a r i n s  in  J i a n g n a n  s l i g h t e d  h i m  b e c a u s e  o f  

h i s  low  s t a tu s ,  a n d  d i d  n o t  e v e n  d e ig n  to  p a y  h i m  a  c o u r te s y  

call. S im a  Rui w a s  u n se t t l e d  by  th is  t r e a tm e n t  a n d  a sk e d  W ang 

Dao t o  c o m e  u p  w i th  a  so lu t io n .

W a n g  D ao  h a d  a  c o u s in  n a m e d  W a n g  D un.  w h o  w a s  t h e n  

g o v e rn o r  o f  Y a n g z h o u  a n d  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  a n  in f lu e n t i a l  m an .  

W a n g  Dao in v i t e d  W a n g  D u n  t o  J i a n k a n g  a n d  t o g e t h e r  t h e y  

c a m e  u p  w i th  a n  idea.

T h e  t h i r d  d a y  o f  t h e  t h i r d  m o n t h  o f  t h e  y e a r  w a s  b y  local 

t r a d i t i o n  t h e  Xi Fes t iv a l  ( th e  b a th i n g  to  c le a n s e  s in  fest ival).
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T h is  w a s  a  d a y  w h e n  c iv i l ian s  a n d  o f f ic ia l s  w o u ld  f lock to  t h e  

r iver  to  “p ra y  fo r  goo d  f o r tu n e  a n d  fo r  b a d  luck  to  b e  aver ted" .  

On  t h i s  p a r t i c u la r  d ay .  fo l lo w in g  W a n g  Dao 's  adv ice ,  S im a  Rui 

ro d e  in a n  e leg an t  s e d a n  c h a i r  to  t h e  b a n k  o f  t h e  river,  p receded  

by  a  g u a r d  o f  h o n o r  c le a r in g  t h e  w a y  b y  s t r i k in g  g o n g s ,  a n d  

fo l lo w ed  b y  W a n g  Dao. W a n g  D u n  a n d  h ig h  o f f ic ia l s  f ro m  th e  

n o r t h ,  all  r id in g  o n  large h o rse s .  T h is  c r e a te d  a  d r a m a t i c  a n d  

im p o s in g  s ig h t .

T h e  Xi Fest iva l  t r a d i t io n a l ly  a t t r a c t e d  large c r o w d s  to  th e  

r i v e r s id e  to  t a k e  p a r t  in t h e  f e s t iv t i e s .  T h i s  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  

d isp la y  o f  p o w e r  c r e a te d  a n  i n s t a n t  s e n s a t io n  in  t h e  city.

W h e n  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  loca l  h ig h  s o c i e ty ,  i n c l u d i n g  Gu 

Rong, le a rn e d  o f  t h e  p ro c ess io n ,  th e y  all c a m e  t o  se e  w h a t  w as  

h a p p e n in g .  T h e y  w e re  s u r p r i s e d  by t h e  r e sp ec t  t h a t  p o w e r fu l  

f ig u res  s u c h  a s  W an g  Dao a n d  W an g  D u n  sh o w e d  to  S im a  Rui. 

Eager n o t  to  b e  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  l a c k in g  in  respec t ,  t h e y  a ll  c a m e  

o u t  o f  t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e s  a n d  l i n e d  u p  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  t o  pay  

h o m a g e  t o  S im a  Rui.

As a r e su l t .  S im a  R u i’s  p r e s t ig e  ro se  a m o n g  t h e  r ich  a n d  

po w e rfu l  fam i l ie s  o f  J i a n g n a n .  W an g  Dao su b s e q u e n t ly  o ffered  

a n o t h e r  p iec e  o f  a d v ic e  t o  S im a  Rui. "Gu Rong a n d  H e X u n  a re  

well  k n o w n  in te l l e c tu a l s  in t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n ty .  I f  w e  h a v e  

th e s e  p e o p le  o n  o u r  s id e ,  o t h e r s  w i l l  follow."

F o l lo w in g  W a n g  D ao 's  a d v ic e .  S im a  Rui s e n t  h i m  t o  G u  

R o n g  a n d  H e  X u n ,  t o  o f f e r  t h e m  h i g h  p o s i t i o n s  in  h i s  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h e  t w o  s o o n  c a m e  t o  s e e  S im a  Rui. w h o  

re ce iv e d  t h e m  w i th  w a r m  h o s p i t a l i ty  a n d  a p p o in t e d  t h e m  to 

t h e  p r o m is e d  posts .

T h e re a f te r ,  a l l  t h e  p r o m in e n t  f a m i l ie s  in J i a n g n a n  o f fe red
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t h e i r  a l l e g ia n c e  to  S im a  Rui, w h o  w a s  t h u s  a b le  to  e s t a b l i s h  

h i s  a u th o r i t y  th e re .

I n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  a n a r c h y  in  t h e  n o r t h ,  a  la rg e  

n u m b e r  o f  f a m i l i e s  o f  m a n d a r i n s  a n d  l a n d o w n e r s  s o u g h t  

re fu g e  in  J i a n g n a n .  W a n g  Dao o n c e  ag a in  a d v is e d  S im a  Rui to 

e n l i s t  t h e  b e s t  a n d  b r i g h t e s t  o f  t h e m  t o  s e r v e  in  h i s  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  S im a  R u i  t o o k  t h i s  a d v i c e  t o  h e a r t  a n d  

a p p o in t e d  106 t a l e n te d  p e o p le  t o  v a r io u s  p o s i t io n s .

T h a n k s  t o  W a n g  D a o 's  g u i d a n c e .  S im a  Rui w a s  a b l e  to  

fu r t h e r  c o n s o l id a t e  h i s  p o s i t io n  b o th  b y  w i n n i n g  local su p p o r t  

a n d  by  u s in g  t h e  t a l e n ts  o f  t h e  n o r th e r n  d ia s p o ra  in t h e  region. 

T h e  d e e p ly  g r e a t e f u l  S im a  R u i  o n c e  sa id  to  W a n g  Dao, "You 

are  i n d e e d  m y  Xiao He!"

In  317 AD. S im a  R u i  a c s e n d e d  t o  t h e  t h r o n e  in  J i a n k a n g  

a n d  t h u s  re v iv ed  t h e  J i n  d y n a s t y ,  t a k i n g  t h e  n a m e  E m p e ro r  

Y u a n .  H e  a l s o  m a d e  J i a n k a n g  t h e  i m p e r i a l  c a p i t a l .  T o  

d i s t i n g u i s h  t h i s  d y n a s t y  f r o m  t h e  W e s t e r n  J i n  f o u n d e d  by  

S im a  Y a n ,  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  ca l led  it t h e  E as te rn  J i n  d y n a s ty .

On  t h e  d a y  o f  h i s  a s c e n s i o n  to  t h e  t h r o n e ,  t h e  e m p e o r  

re c iev e d  W a n g  Dao a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u r t .

W h e n  E m p e r o r  Y u a n  s a w  W a n g  D ao .  h e  r o s e  f r o m  t h e  

t h r o n e  a n d  to o k  h o ld  o f  h i m .  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  s h a r e  

t h e  t h r o n e  w i th  t h e  e m p e r o r  to  receive t h e  h o m a g e  o f  t h e  court.

W a n g  Dao w a s  s t a r t l e d  by  t h i s  u n e x p e c t e d  g e s tu re ,  s i n c e  

th e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  t h e  t h r o n e  by  a n y o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  em p e ro r  

w a s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  h e a r d  of. W a n g  Dao w a s  

q u i c k  t o  d e c l i n e  t h i s  u n u s u a l  h o n o r .  “I m u s t  d e c l i n e .  I f  a 

c o m m o n  o r g a n i s m  is p l a c e d  t o o  c lo s e  t o  t h e  s u n .  it  w i l l  b e  

d e p r iv e d  o f  t h e  p o ss ib i l i ty  o f  b a s k in g  In t h e  s u n s h in e . "
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E m p e r o r  Y u a n  w a s  g r e a t l y  p l e a s e d  b y  W a n g  D a o 's  

m e ta p h o r .  H e  w a s  d e e p ly  c o n s c io u s  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  h e lp  

o f  t h e  b r o t h e r s  W a n g  D a o  a n d  W a n g  D u n  h a d  b e e n  

i n s t r u m e n ta l  in h is  a cc e s s io n  to  t h e  t h r o n e  a n d  th e re fo re  he ld  

t h e m  in  g r e a t  e s t e e m .  H e  m a d e  W a n g  D a o  t h e  I m p e r i a l  

S e c re ta ry ,  in  c h a r g e  o f  o v e r s e e in g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

co u r t ,  a n d  h e  p u t  W a n g  D u n  in c h a rg e  o f  t h e  a rm y .  M any  o t h e r  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  W a n g  f a m i l y  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  i m p o r t a n t  

c o m m is s io n s .

A p o p u la r  s a y in g  c i r c u la te d  in t h a t  pe r iod .  "W an g  a n d  Ma 

R u le  in  t h e  s a m e  h o u se ,"  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p o w e r  w a s  

s h a r e d  by t h e  W a n g  fa m i ly  a n d  th e  royal  h o u s e  o f  t h e  S im as  

in  t h e  E as te rn  J in  d y n a s ty .

W i th  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a rm y ,  W a n g  D u n  g r e w  a r r o g a n t  a n d  

c o n c e i t e d  a n d  s o o n  b e g a n  t o  t a k e  t h e  e m p e r o r  f o r  g ra n te d .  

W a n g  D u n ' s  a r r o g a n c e  p r o m p t e d  E m p e r o r  Y u a n  t o  s h i f t  

i m p o r t a n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  Liu K u i  a n d  D iao  Xie a n d  to 

d i s t a n c e  h i m s e l f  f r o m  t h e  W a n g  b r o th e r s .  In  t h i s  w a y .  t h e  

n e w l y  f o u n d e d  E a s t e r n  J i n  d y n a s t y  w a s  a l r e a d y  r i v e n  by  

in te r n a l  rifts .
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2 5 . S h i  Le E n j o y s  H a n  B o o k s

In  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  t h e  re ign  o f  E m p e ro r  Y u a n .  Liu Cong, 

t h e  X io n g n u  K in g  o f  H a n .  d ie d ,  leav ing  a  k in g d o m  fi l led  w i th  

s t r i f e .  H is  n e p h e w  Liu Yao. w h o  t o o k  o v e r  a s  k in g ,  b e l iev ed  

t h a t  t a k i n g  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  o l d  H a n  d y n a s t y  h a d  n o t  b e e n  

u s e f u l ,  s o  in  319 AD h e  c h a n g e d  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  d y n a s t y  to  

Z hao .  Sh i  Le. g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  X i o n g n u  K in g d o m  o f  H an .  w h o  

h a d  e x p a n d e d  h i s  m i l i ta r y  fo rce  in  t h e  c a m p a ig n  a g a i n s t  th e  

J i n .  n o  lo n g e r  w a n t e d  t o  p la y  s e c o n d  f i d d l e  to  Liu Y ao  a n d  

n a m e d  h i m s e l f  t h e  K ing o f  Z h a o  a s  well.

Shi Le had descended  from a family o f  m ino r  ch ief ta ins  of 

a Jie tribe. W hen Bingzhou was ravaged by a famine, th e  young 

Shi Le got separated  from h is  tr ibe and  only survived by selling 

h im s e l f  in to  s e r v i tu d e  as a s lave .  He w a s  a l s o  o n c e  w a s  

cap tu red  by rebels and  p u t  in  a p r isoner  t ransport  cart. It  was 

o n ly  t h a n k s  to  t h e  s u d d e n  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a h e rd  o f  dee r ,  

d raw in g  t h e  rebel so ld ie rs  aw ay  o n  a d ee r  h u n t ,  th a t  Shi Le 

w as  able to  escape.

A fte r  go in g  th r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  t r ia l s  a n d  t r ib u la t io n s ,  Shi 

Le a s s e m b le d  a  g r o u p  o f  p e a s a n t  re fugees  a n d  m o ld e d  it  i n to  a 

s t r o n g  f ig h t in g  force .  A f te r  Liu Y u an  ra is e d  a  rebe llion .  Sh i  Le 

o f f e r e d  h i s  a l l e g ia n c e  t o  t h e  K in g d o m  o f  H an ,  s e r v in g  a s  a 

g e n e ra l  u n d e r  Liu Y uan .

T h e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  J ie  m in o r i ty  w ere ,  in  genera l ,  less 

educa ted  than  th e  Xiongnu. Unlike Liu Yuan. Shi Le had  never 

received a Han edu ca t io n  and  w as  th e re fo re  illi terate. After
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b e in g  a p p o i n t e d  g e n e r a l ,  l ie  c a m e  t o  re a l iz e  t h a t  t o  a c h i e v e  

g r e a t e r  t h in g s  h e  n e e d e d  m o re  t h a n  m i l i ta r y  c ap a b i l i t i e s .  O n  

t h e  a d v ic e  o f  a  H a n  in t e l l e c t u a l  Z h a n g  Bin h e  i m p l e m e n t e d  

n u m e r o u s  p o l i t i c a l  r e fo r m s .  H e  a l s o  t o o k  u n d e r  h i s  w in g  a  

g r o u p  o f  im p o v e r i s h e d  H a n  s c h o la r s  a n d  o rg a n iz ed  t h e m  in to  

a  "D iv ision  o f  G e n t le m e n "  .

T h e  b rav ery  a n d  a b i l i ty  d e m o n s t r a t e d  by  Sh i  Le in  warfare ,  

a n d  t h e  p o l icy  g u i d a n c e  p r o v id e d  b y  a d v i s e r s  s u c h  a s  Z h a n g  

Bin. m a d e  Sh i  Le in c re a s in g ly  p o w e r fu l .  By 328 AD, h e  f inal ly  

s u c c e e d e d  in  t o p p l i n g  Liu Y a o  a n d  t w o  y e a r s  l a t e r  Sh i  Le 

p r o c l a i m e d  h i m s e l f  e m p e r o r  in  t h e  c o u n t y  o f  X ia n g g u o .  

r e ta in in g  t h e  d y n a s t y  n a m e  o f  Z hao .  H i s t o r i a n s  ca l l  t h e  Z h ao  

o f  t h e  Liu l in e a g e  t h e  " F o rm e r  Z h a o '  a n d  Sh i  Le's  Z h a o  t h e  

“Later Zhao."

A lth o u g h  h e  w a s  i l l i te ra te .  Shi Le h a d  h ig h  regard  for 

s c h o la r s  a n d  in te l le c tu a ls .  A fte r  b e c o m in g  e m p e ro r  o f  th e  

Later Zhao, h e  gave e x p l ic i t  o rd e r s  to  h is  t ro o p s  t h a t  th e y  

were forb idden  to  kill any  ed uca ted  people  cap tu red  by them , 

w h o  w ere  i n s t e a d  to  be t r a n s p o r t e d  to  X ia n g g u o  fo r  h is  

persona l a t te n t io n .

Following Z han g  Bin's adv ice ,  h e  fo u n d e d  a n u m b e r  o f  

schools and  put th e  children  ol h is  mili tary officers in to  these 

schools to  receive an education. He also found  talent for public 

se rv ic e  by i n s t i t u t i n g  a  sy s te m  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  and  

exam ina tions .  Persons reco m m end ed  by local au th o r i t ie s  for 

p u b l ic  se rv ice  w o u ld  be a p p o in te d  i f  fo u n d  q ua l i f ie d  af te r  

evalua tion  a n d  appraisal.

S h i  Le s t r i c t l y  f o r b a d e  t h e  m e n t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d s  “Hu" 

( m e a n i n g  n o r t h e r n  b a r b a r i a n s )  a n d  "Jie" ( t h e  n a m e  o f  h i s

2 3
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m in o r i t y )  b y  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s .  H o w e v e r ,  in  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  

h u m o r i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  o f  H a n  s t o c k  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  w a s  

s o m e t i m e s  w a ived .

On  o n e  o c ca s io n .  Fan T a n .  a  n e w ly  a p p o in t e d  H a n  official ,  

a r r iv e d  a t  t h e  p a laq e  t o  a t t e n d  a n  im p e r ia l  a u d i e n c e  d r e s s e d  

in  t a t t e r e d  c lo th e s .  "H ow  d i d  y o u  b e c o m e  so  im p o v e r ish e d ?"  

Sh i  Le a s k e d  in a s t o n i s h m e n t .

Fan T an .  m o m e n ta r i ly  fo rg e t t in g  t h e  p ro h ib i t io n s ,  replied,  

"A b a n d  o f  J i e  b a n d i t s  j u s t  c le a n e d  o u t  m y  h o u s e  t h a t ’s  w h y  I 

c o u ld n ’t  f ind  a n y  a p p ro p r ia te  c lo th e s  to  w e a r  t o  t h e  audience.*

Shi  Le real ized  t h a t  t h e  o f f ic ia l  h a d  b e e n  w ro n g e d .  "These 

J i e  b a n d i t s  c a u s e  a  lo t  o f  t ro u b le !  A llow  m e  t o  r e c o m p e n s e  

y o u  o n  t h e i r  beha lf ."  H e  sa id .

S u d d e n l y  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  h e  h a d  v i o l a t e d  a n  i m p e r i a l  

tab o o .  Fan  T a n  b e g a n  t o  s h a k e  w i t h  f r ig h t  a n d  q u ic k ly  a sk e d  

Sh i  Le for  fo rg iveness .

"My p r o h i b i t i o n  i s  i n t e n d e d  fo r  o r d i n a r y  p e o p le .  I a m  

n o t  g o in g  t o  h o l d  s e n i o r  s c h o l a r s  t o  a c c o u n t . "  S h i  Le sa id  

w i t h  a  s m i le .

A s p ro m ised .  Fan T a n  rece ived  c o m p e n s a t io n  fo r  h i s  losses 

a n d  w a s  e v e n  g iv en  a h o r s e  a n d  ca r r iag e  a s  a  b o n u s .

Sh i  Le lo v e d  b o o k s .  H e  a s k e d  o t h e r s  t o  re a d  a n d  e x p la in  

th e  b o o k s  to  h im  a n d  w o u ld  give h i s  o p i n io n s  a n d  c o m m e n t s  

a s  t h e  r e a d in g  w e n t  on.

O nce ,  w h e n  s o m e o n e  w a s  re a d in g  f ro m  t h e  His tory o f  Hun 

a n d  c a m e  t o  t h e  p a r t  a b o u t  E m p e ro r  G a o z u  b e in g  a d v i s e d  to  

c o n f e r  t i t l e s  o n  t h e  r e m a in in g  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  n o b i l i ty  o f  t h e  

f o r m e r  s i x  s t a t e s .  S h i  Le c o m m e n t e d ,  "L iu  B a n g  w a s  

w r o n g h e a d e d  t o  d o  t h a t .  H o w  c o u ld  h e  e x p e c t  to  c o n tro l  t h e

2
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c o u n t r y  w i t h  a m i s g u i d e d  p o l i c y  l ik e  t h a t ? "  T h e  r e a d e r  

h a s t e n e d  t o  e x p la in  t o  h i m  t h a t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  Z h a n g  Liang's 

o b je c t io n .  E m p e ro r  G aozu  d i d  n o t  go  d o w n  t h a t  p a th .  At th is .  

S h i  Le n o d d e d  in  ap p ro v a l .  "T h a t 's  m o r e  l ike  it!"

O n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  a f e a s t  o r g a n iz e d  b y  S h i  Le fo r  h is  

m in i s te r s ,  h e  a s k e d  o n e  o f  t h e  m in i s te r s ,  "W hat e m p e r o r s  o f  

a n t i q u i ty  d o  y o u  t h in k  I c a n  b e  c o m p a r e d  to?"

T h e  m in i s t e r  c a m e  u p  w i t h  a  f a w n in g  reply.  " H is  M ajes ty  

is s u p e r io r  to  E m p e ro r  G aozu  in w i s d o m  a n d  m ig h t .  N o n e  o f  

t h e  o t h e r s  c o u ld  e v e n  c o m e  c lose."

"You exaggerate ."  Sh i  Le sa id  w i th  a laugh .  " I f  I h a d  b e e n  

a l iv e  in  G a o zu 's  t im e ,  t h e  m o s t  I w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  q u a l i f i e d  

f o r  w a s  b e in g  o n e  o f  h i s  m in i s t e r s ,  m a y b e  in  t h e  l e a g u e  o f  

H a n  X in  a n d  Pen g  Y ue.  H o w e v e r ,  i f  I h a d  b e e n  b o m  in  t h e  

t im e  o f  E m p e ro r  G u a n g w u .  t h e n  th e re 's  n o  t e l l in g  w h i c h  o f  u s  

w o u l d  h a v e  c o m e  o u t  t h e  w in n e r ."

As a r e s u l t  o f  S h i  Le's a b i l i ty  t o  n u r t u r e  t a l e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  

h i s  r e la t iv e ly  e n l i g h t e n e d  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  Later  Z h a o  w i t n e s s e d  

a n  i n i t i a l  p e r io d  o f  p ro sp e r i ty .
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26. Zu Ti K nocks 

h is  Oar ag a in s t  th e  G unw ale 

in M id-crossing

A fte re  t h e  X io n g n u  g a in e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  p l a in s  o f  

C h in a ,  m as s iv e  w a v e s  o f  re fu g e e s  b e g a n  t o  m ig ra te  s o u t h w a r d  

f r o m  t h e  n o r t h .  Liu K u n 's  c lo s e  f r i e n d  Zu  Ti a l s o  b r o u g h t  

h u n d r e d s  o f  f a m i l ie s  f r o m  h i s  h o m e  to w n  to  t h e  H u a i  r iver 

bas in .  Z u  Ti v o lu n te e re d  to  d i rec t  t h e  e n t i r e  e x o d u s .  H e  offered  

h i s  o w n  c a r r i a g e  a n d  h o r s e s  t o  t h e  e ld e r ly ,  f ra i l  a n d  s ic k  in 

t h e  group ,  a n d  s h a r e d  h is  fo o d  a n d  c lo th in g .  C o m m a n d in g  th e  

re sp e c t  o f  all. h e  w a s  m a d e  lea d e r  b y  p o p u la r  d e m a n d .

By th e  t im e  t h e  g ro u p  re a c h e d  S ik o u  ( s o u t h w e s t  o f  to d ay 's  

H u a i y i n  in J i a n g s u ) .  Z u  Ti h a d  a l r e a d y  a s s e m b l e d  a la rge  

n u m b e r  o f  w a r r io r s ,  w h o  w e r e  a ll  n o r t h e r n e r s  fo rc e d  to  flee 

t h e i r  h o m e s  a n d  w h o  h o p e d  Zu T i w o u l d  l e a d  t h e m  in  t h e  

f ig h t  to  tak e  b a c k  th e  c e n t r a l  p l a in s  w h i c h  w o u ld  a l lo w  th e m  

to  r e tu r n  to  t h e i r  h o m e la n d . .

At t h a t  t im e .  S im a  Rui h a d  n o t  ye t  a c s e n d e d  to  t h e  th rone .  

Zu  Ti c r o s s e d  t h e  r iv e r  i n to  J i a n k a n g .  w h e r e  h e  e x p la in e d  h is  

id ea  t o  S im a  Rui. P r in c e  o f  Langya. "T h e  a n a r c h y  in  t h e  J in  

d y n a s ty  is m a in ly  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  c o n f l i c t s  b e tw e e n  m e m b e r s  o f  

t h e  roya l  h o u se ,  w h i c h  gave  t h e  H u  b a r b a r i a n s  a n  o p e n in g  to  

a t t a c k  t h e  c e n t ra l  p la ins .  T h e  p eo p le  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  p la in s  h a v e  

b e e n  b ru ta l ly  o p p r e s s e d  a n d  p e r s e c u te d  b y  t h e  e n e m y  a n d  so
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nre  e a g e r  to  f i g h t  back .  All it  t a k e s  is a n  o r d e r  f r o m  you  a n d  

w e  w il l  b e g in  w r e s t i n g  buck t h e  t e r r i t o ry  w e  lo s t .  W h e n  t h a t  

h a p p e n s ,  t h e  p eo p le  in  t h e  n o r t h  w il l  r ise  u p  in  a r m s  to  fo l low  

u s  i n t o  c o m b a t ."

T h e  r e c o v e r y  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  p l a i n s  h a d  n o t  b e e n  p a r t  o f  

S im a  R u i 's  p lan s ,  b u t  f i n d in g  n o  go o d  e x c u s e  to  re jec t  Zu TVs 

well-a rgued  p ro p o sa l  h e  gave a  g ru d g in g  c o n se n t .  H e  a p p o in te d  

Zu Ti g o v e rn o r  o f  Y u z h o u  (covering  t h e  e a s te r n  p a r ts  o f  to d ay 's  

H e n a n  a n d  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t s  o f  A n h u i )  a n d  a l l o t t e d  h i m  

e n o u g h  fo o d  fo r  a t h o u s a n d  m e n  a s  w e l l  a s  th r e e  t h o u s a n d  pi 

o f  c lo th ,  t h o u g h  h e  m a d e  it c le a r  t h a t  h e  h a d  t o  r a is e  h i s  o w n  

a r m y  a n d  f in d  h i s  o w n  w e ap o n s .

Zu  T i o r g a n iz e d  t h e  h u n d r e d s  o f  f a m i l ie s  h e  h a d  led  o n  

t h e  s o u t h w a r d  e x o d u s  i n t o  a  f i g h t i n g  f o r c e  a n d  t o o k  t h e m  

a c r o s s  t h e  Y angtze .  W h e n  t h e  b o a t s  r e a c h e d  m id s t r e a m ,  Z u  Ti 

m a d e  a  p led g e  b y  h i t t i n g  t h e  g u n w a le  w i th  a n  oa r .  "If I. Z u Ti, 

c a n n o t  w ip e  o u t  t h e  e n e m y  t h a t  se ized  t h e  c e n t ra l  p la in s  f rom  

us ,  I will  n e v e r  c ro s s  t h i s  r iver  again ."  H i s  im p a s s io n e d  sp eech  

ro u s e d  t h e  w a r r io r s  a n d  s te e le d  t h e i r  will  to  fight.

i n  H u a i y i n .  t h e y  p a u s e d  in  t h e i r  m a r c h  in  o r d e r  to  

m a n u f a c t u r e  w e a p o n s  a n d  r e c r u i t  m o re  f ig h te r s .  By t h e  t im e  

t h e y  r e s u m e d  t h e i r  n o r t h w a r d  a d v a n c e  t h e i r  f o r c e  h a d  

e x p a n d e d  to  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  t h o u s a n d  m en .

Zu T i ' s  a r m y  rece iv ed  p o p u la r  s u p p o r t  a lo n g  t h e  w a y  a n d  

w a s  a b le  t o  r e c o v e r  a  lo t  o f  lo s t  te r r i to ry .  At t h e  t im e ,  m a n y  

p o w e r f u l  local f a m i l ie s  a n d  l a n d o w n e r s  h a d  t a k e n  a d v a n ta g e  

o f  t h e  c h a o s  in  t h e  a r e a  t o  e n g a g e  in  t u r f  w a r s  f r o m  t h e i r  

p r iv a te  fo r t r e s s e s .  Zu Ti w a s  a b le  t o  p e r s u a d e  m a n y  o f  t h e m  

t o  s t o p  t h e i r  f i g h t i n g  a n d  j o i n  h i s  n o r t h e r n  e x p e d i t i o n .
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I n s u b o r d i n a t i o n  w a s  se v e re ly  p u n i s h e d ,  a n d  Z u  T i 's  a u th o r i ty  

c o n t i n u e d  to  grow.

Liu Kim, w h o  h a d  r e m a i n e d  in t h e  n o r t h ,  w a s  d e l i g h t e d  

t h a t  h i s  f r i e n d  Zu  Ti h a d  l a u n c h e d  a n o r t h e r n  e x p e d i t i o n .  

"Every n ig h t  I s leep  w i th  m y h e a d  re s t in g  o n  m y  sw o rd  b e cau se  

I 'm  c o m m i t t e d  t o  d e f e a t in g  t h e  e n e m y .  Now, Z u  Ti h a s  a c te d  

a h e a d  o f  me." H e  sa id .

I n  319 AD. f o l lo w in g  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  C h e n  C h u a n  la  

p o w e r f u l  l a n d o w n e r  in  C h e n l iu )  t o  Sh i  Le (K ing  o f  t h e  Later  

Zhao), Zu Ti d e c id e d  to  a t t a c k  C h e n  C h u a n .  T h e  f i f ty  t h o u s a n d  

t r o o p s  s e n t  by  Sh i  Le t o  r e in f o r c e  C h e n  C h u a n  w e r e  s w if t ly  

ro u t e d  by Zu  Ti. S u b s e q u e n t ly  T a o  Bao (g en era l  o f  t h e  Later 

Zhao)  a n d  H an  Q ian  l o n e  o f  Zu T i 's  m e n )  fo u g h t  fo r  c o n t r o l  o f  

t h e  c i ty  o f  Pengpi  (n e a r  to d a y 's  K a ifeng  in H enan) .  Both  s id e s  

b e g a n  t o  s e e  t h e i r  r a t i o n s  r u n n i n g  o u t  a s  t h e  b a t t l e  rag ed  for 

o v e r  fo r ty  d a y s  w i t h o u t  a n  a p p a r e n t  w in n e r .

O n e  d ay .  Zu  Ti s e n t  a t h o u s a n d  s o ld ie r s  ca r ry in g  bags  f illed 

w i t h  e a r t h  t o  t h e  J i n  c a m p ,  in o r d e r  to  g ive  t h e  i m p r e s s io n  

t h a t  t h e i r  c a m p  s t i l l  h a d  p len ty  o f  ra t  io n s .  H e  th e n  s e n t  o u t  a 

n u m b e r  o f  s o ld i e r s  c a r ry in g  b a g s  o f  r ice, i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e m  to 

p a u s e  fo r  a  r e s t  e n  ro u t e  to  t h e i r  d e s t in a t io n .

W h e n  T a o  Bao s a w  t h e  J i n  s o l d i e r s  c a r r y in g  r ice ,  h e  s e n t  

a  large n u m b e r  o f  t ro o p s  t o  g rab  t h e  r ice  f ro m  t h e  J i n  so ld ie r s  

t a k i n g  a  r e s t .  T h e  Z h a o  c a m p  h a d  lo n g  r u n  o u t  o f  fo o d  a n d  

t h e  r ice  s e i z e d  f r o m  t h e  J i n  s o l d i e r s  l a s t e d  o n l y  a f e w  d a y s  

w i t h  t h e  s t r i c t e s t  r a t i o n i n g .  T h e  i m p r e s s i o n  c r e a t e d  o f  

p l e n t i f u l  s u p p l i e s  o f  fo o d  in t h e  J i n  c a m p  s t a r t e d  to  a f f e c t  

th e  m o ra le  o f  t h e  Z h a o  t ro o p s ,  a n d  T a o  Bao u rg e n t ly  ap p ea le d  

t o  Sh i  Le fo r  he lp .
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A few  d a y s  l a t e r ,  S h i  Le s e n t  a t h o u s a n d  d o n k e y s  

ca rry in g  food for Tao Hao's troops .  H av ing  fo u n d  o u t  a bo u t  

th e  s h i p m e n t  a h e a d  o f  t im e .  Zu Ti’s fo rces  a m b u s h e d  the  

co n v o y  a n d  in te rc e p te d  all  th e  food. As a  re su l t .  Z h ao  Bao 

w a s  u n a b l e  t o  h o ld  o u t  a n y  lo n g e r  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  h is  

p o s i t io n  t h a t  very  n igh t .

U nder  Zu Ti’s leadership, the  J in  forces were able to  regain 

all th e  lan ds  s o u th  o f  th e  Yellow River and  large n u m bers  of 

Liter Zhao troops su r ren dered  to  th e m  Emperor Yuan nam ed 

Zu Ti "Zhen Xi General" for h is  o u ts ta n d in g  ach ie vem en ts .

Despite th e  h a rsh  w a r t im e  condit ions .  Zu Ti lived a frugal 

life ,  u s i n g  h i s  s a v in g s  t o  h e lp  o u t  h i s  m en . He o f f e re d  

incen tives  to  p rom ote  crop cu lt iva t ion  and  w as  not averse  to 

o f fe r in g  p o s i t io n s  to  peo p le  w h o  h ad  recen t ly  t r a n s fe r re d  

a l leg iance  to  h im . Even people  o u ts id e  h i s  circle o f  f r iends 

a n d  ac q u a in tances ,  a s  well a s  people  o f  low s tan d in g ,  were 

received w ith  w arm  h osp ita l i ty  by him . w h ich  earned  h im  a 

large a m o u n t  o f  popu la r  support.

At a feast organized by Zu Ti for th e  elderly, the  partygoers 

sang  and  danced  w ith  great joy . "Though we are all gett ing  on 

in years, w e  can  go w ith  peace now  th a t  we have  been able to 

see o ur  loved ones  again." Many old people were h ea rd  to  say.

Zu Ti kept tra in ing his so ld iers  a n d  expanded  recru itm ent 

o f  new blood in preparation  for th e  nex t stage o f  th e  no rthern  

expedit ion ,  w h ich  w as  a im ed  at regain ing lands  n o r th  o f  the  

Yellow River. Emperor Yuan, however, w as  becom ing paranoid 

ab ou t  Zu Ti’s loyalty, and  feared th a t  a n  overpow erfu l Zu Ti 

w ould  be hard to  re in  in. He therefore  appoin ted  Dai Yuan as 

"Zheng Xi General" (zheng  xi li terally m e a n s  c o n q u e s t  o f  the

2
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Z u  T i  K n o c k s  h i s  O a r  a g a i n s t  t h e  G u n w a l e  in  M i d - c r o s s i n g

west) overseeing the  military affairs  o f  th e  six regions in the 

north ,  m eaning th a t  Zu Ti was u n d e r  h is  com m and .  Zu Ti was 

n a t u r a l l y  u n h a p p y  a b o u t  t h i s  a t t e m p t  by t h e  c e n t r a l  

go v ernm en t to  clip  h is  w ing s  af te r  h e  h a d  foug h t  so h a rd  to 

rec la im  so m u ch  territory  for it.

Soon af te r  th is .  Zu Ti learned th a t  h is  fr iend  Liu Kun h ad  

been killed in  Youzhou by one  o f  Wang Dun's  hen ch m e n . As a 

re s u l t  o f  excess ive  worry a n d  anger  h e  fell ill a n d  d ied . His 

d e a th  w as  greaty m ourned .

A lthough  Zu Ti d id  no t  get to  fully accom plish  h is  vis ion 

o f  recover ing  th e  cen tra l  p la in s  o f  China, h is  hero ic  pledge 

m a d e  w i th  a n  o a r  k n o c k in g  a g a in s t  t h e  g u n w a le  in  m id 

cross ing  has  b ecom e a popular legend th a t  h a s  echoed  dow n 

th e  ages.
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27- W ang  Xizhi W rites 

h is  F am ous  “Preface to  th e  

Poem s C om posed  

a t  th e  O rch id  Pavilion”

In th e  E as te rn  J in  d y n a s ty ,  t h e  p r o m in e n t  W ang c lan , 

h a v in g  p ro v id e d  g e n e ra t io n s  o f  h ig h  ra n k in g  m a n d a r in s ,  

e x e r c i s e d  a p o w e r f u l  i n f l u e n c e  i n  c o u r t  p o l i t i c s .  T h e  

descen d an ts  o f  W ang Dao and  Wang Dun he ld  public office at 

v a ry in g  r a n k s ,  t h o u g h  m o s t  o f  th e m  r e m a in e d  m e d io c re  

b u reau c ra ts .  One. how ever ,  s to od  o u t  from th e  rest. He was 

W ang Xizhi. o ne  o f  China 's  best kn ow n calligraphers.

Wang Xizhi enjoyed writ ing since h e  was a child. It is said 

t h a t  ev en  w h ile  w a lk ing  h e  w o u ld  p ra c t ic e  w r i t in g  o n  h is  

c l o t h e s  w i th  h i s  f in g e r ,  so  m u c h  so  t h a t  t h e y  b e c a m e  

th r e a d b a re  in  so m e  sp o ts .  W ith  h a rd  w o rk  a n d  a s s id u o u s  

s tu d y .  W ang  X izh i s o o n  b e c a m e  a h ig h ly  a c c o m p l i s h e d  

calligrapher.

I n  t h e  fa c t  t h a t  h e  c a m e  f ro m  a p r o m in e n t  fam ily  o f  

m a n d a r in s  a n d  p o s s e s s e d  an  u n u s u a l  t a l e n t  e a rn e d  h im  

re c o m m e n d a t io n s  for public  off ice  from  m in is te rs  and  high 

officials  in the  imperial court .  He b ecam e a regional governor 

a n d  t h e  R ig h t  L e a d e r  o f  C o u r t  G e n t l e m e n  ( h e n c e  t h e  

n ic k n a m e  Wang th e  Right Leader), and  h e  la te r  served  in  th e

2
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c o m m a n d e ry  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  Guiji. In fact ,  h e  pre fe rred  th e  

q u ie t  b e a u ty  o f  Guiji to  th e  b u s t l i n g  a n d  o p u le n t  im perial 

c a p i t a l .  In  Guiji .  w h e n e v e r  h e  c o u ld  sp a re  s o m e  t i m e  he 

w o u ld  o f t e n  travel to  va r iou s  scen ic  sp o t s  w i th  h is  f r iends.  

On o ne  su ch  occasion . Wang Xizhi and  f r iends  h ad  a feas t  at 

th e  Orchid Pavilion in  Shanyin . w here  th ey  com p osed  poetry 

over  w ine .  T h e  feas t  c u lm in a te d  w i th  W ang Xizhi w ie ld ing  

h is  b ru s h  to  co m p o se  an  essay  in  m em o ry  o f  th e  occasion . 

T h is  is th e  f a m o u s  "Preface to  th e  Poem s C om po sed  a t  th e  

Orchid Pavilion." T he  original, w r i t ten  in W ang Xizhi’s h a n d ,  

h a s  been  ca lled  th e  "F inest Piece o f  Call igraphy in  R unn ing  

S c r ip t ."  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  h a s  b e e n  lo s t ,  a n d  o n ly  l a t e r  

im i ta t io n s  h a v e  survived.

As W ang Xizhi's fam e  a s  a  ca l l ig raph er  grew, h is  w o rks  

becam e avidly sought af ter  by h is  contem poraries .  Legend has 

it th a t  Wang Xizhi once  vis ited a s tu d en t 's  hom e, and  spotted 

a b rand  new  table w ith  a  sm ooth  and  clean surface. T h is  put 

h im  in a  m o o d  for so m e  b ru s h w o rk .  a n d  so  h e  a sk e d  h is  

s tu d en t  for a b ru sh  and  so m e  ink.The s tu d e n t  w as  overjoyed 

and  im m edia te ly  b rough t h im  h is  tools.  After w ri t in g  a  few 

lines on  th e  table su rface  as souvenir .  Wang Xizhi left.

A few  d ay s  la ter ,  th e  s t u d e n t  h a d  to  leave  h i s  h o m e  to 

a t ten d  to  so m e  bu s iness .  W h en  h is  fa the r  en te red  the  s tu dy  

to  tidy it up, h e  n o ticed  th a t  the  new table w as  covered in ink, 

so h e  sc raped  o f f  th e  s ta in  w i th  a  kn ife .  W hen th e  s tu d e n t  

re tu rned  to  f ind  th e  call igraphy gone  from th e  tab le  surface, 

h e  b ecam e beside  h im se l f  w i th  anger.

A n o the r  s to ry  re la tes  w h a t  hap p en ed  w h e n  W ang Xizhi 

m e t  a n  o ld  w o m a n  a t  a  c o u n t r y  fa i r .  S h e  w a s  h a w k in g
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V an o  Xizln W r i te s  h i s  F a m o u s  "lYeface t o  t h e  l \ ) e m s

h e x a g o n a l l y  s h a p e d  b a m b o o  f a n s  w h i c h  s h e  c a r r i e d  in a 

b a sk e t .  T h e  f a n s  h a d  a  s im p le ,  c r u d e  d e s ig n ,  o b v io u s ly  q u i te  

u n a p p e a l in g  to  t h e  p a sse rs -b y .  a n d  t h e  w o m a n  h a d  a s in k in g  

s e n s e  o f  n o t  b e in g  a b le  to  se l l  a n y  f a n s  t h a t  day.

W a n g  X izhi  w a s  s y m p a t h e t i c .  "T h e  f a n s  a r e  n o t  s e l l i n g  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  a re  n o t  a d o r n e d  b y  a  p a in t i n g  o r  c a l l ig rap h y .  Do 

y o u  m in d  i f  I w r i t e  s o m e th i n g  o n  th em ?"

T he  o ld  w o m a n  d id  n o t  k n o w  W an g  Xizhi, b u t  sh e  gave th e  

b a m b o o  fans  to  h i m  an y w ay  because  o f  h i s  f r iendly  o f fer  o f  help.

W a n g  X iz h i  w r o t e  f i v e  c h a r a c t e r s  o n  e a c h  f a n  in  h i s  

"d ra g o n s - f ly in g -a n d -p h o e n ix e s -d a n c in g "  f lo w in g  s ty le  b e fo re  

r e tu r n i n g  t h e m  to  t h e  o ld .  i l l i t e r a t e  w o m a n ,  w h o  w a s  q u i t e  

p u t  o f f  by  t h e  a p p a r e n t ly  c a re le s s  sc r ib b lin g s .

W an g  Xizhi s e n s e d  h e r  d i s a p p o in tm e n t .  "Don 't  worry! Ju s t  

te l l  t h e  p ro s p e c t iv e  b u y e r s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  w o rk  o f  W a n g  t h e  

R ig h t  Leader."

A f te r  W a n g  X izhi  left ,  t h e  o l d  w o m a n  d i d  a s  i n s t r u c t e d .  

H e r  n e w  c u s to m e r s ,  reco g n iz in g  t h e  h a n d w r i t i n g  o f  W a n g  th e  

R ig h t  Leader, s n a p p e d  u p  t h e  f a n s  in  n o  t im e .

W a n g  X izhi  h a d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  in  geese .  W h e n e v e r  

h e  h e a rd  o f  a f ine  s p e c im e n  o f  a  g o o se  h e  w o u ld  g o  a n d  in sp ec t  

it.  w i th  a  v ie w  to  b u y in ig  it in  o r d e r  to  t a k e  i t  b a c k  h o m e .

A T ao is t  p r i e s t  in  S h a n y in  ( to d ay 's  S h a o x in g  in  Z hejiang!  

h a d  a lw a y s  e n te r ta i n e d  t h e  idea  o f  a s k in g  W a n g  Xizhi to  c opy  

a  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  T a o  Т е  C h in g  (T he  Book o f  t h e  W a y  a n d  i ts  

V i r tu e ,  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Laozi)  in  h i s  e x q u i s i t e  h a n d w r i t i n g .  

H o w e v e r ,  h e  k n e w  t h a t  W a n g  X iz h i  r a r e ly  a g r e e d  t o  s u c h  

reques ts .  So. h a v in g  fo u n d  o u t  a b o u t  W a n g  Xizhi's  p red ilec t io n  

fo r  geese, t h e  p r ie s t  b re d  a  b a t c h  o f  f ine-ped ig reed  w h i t e  geese.
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W  ing  Xizhi W ri te s  h i s  F a m o u s  “Pre face  t o  t h e  P o e m s  
C o m p o s e d  n t  t h e  O r c h id  Pav ilion"

W h e n  W a n g  Xizhi  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  f i n e  g e e s e  k e p t  b y  t h e  

T a o s i t  p r ie s t ,  h e  v i s i te d  h i m  to  t a k e  a  look .  As h e  a p p ro a c h e d  

th e  T a o i s t ' s  d w e l l in g ,  h e  w a s  g re e te d  by t h e  c a p t iv a t in g  s ig h t  

o f  a  g a g g le  o f  g e e s e  s w i m m i n g  in  t h e  r iv e r ,  t h e i r  g l o w i n g  

p l u m a g e  s n o w  w h i t e  a n d  t h e i r  b r i g h t  r e d  c r o w n s  h e l d  h ig h  

in  t h e  air.

W a n g  Xizhi p a u se d ,  t r a n s f ix e d ,  o n  t h e  r iver  b a n k ,  lo a th  to 

t a k e  h i s  e y e s  f ro m  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  c r e a tu r e s .  H e  s e n t  s o m e o n e  

to  a sk  t h e  p r ie s t  i f  h e  w o u ld  se l l  t h e  geese  to  h im .

"S ince  Mr. W a n g  l ikes  t h e m  s o  m u c h .  I w il l  g ive  t h e  e n t i re  

b a tc h  o f  geese  to  h im  free  o f  charge .  But I h a v e  a  l i t t le  r e q u e s t  

I 'd  l ike  to  a sk  h im  to  c o p y  a c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  D ao d e  J in g  fo r  me." 

T h e  T ao s i t  p r ie s t  s a id  w i th  a  sm ile .

W i th o u t  h e s i t a t io n ,  W a n g  Xizhi g r a n te d  h im  h i s  w ish  a n d  

t h e n  to o k  t h e  geese  h o m e  w i t h  h im .
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Huai Northern Exp<

28. H u a n  W en  on  

a N orth e rn  E xpedition

T h e  d e a t l i  o f  Sh i  Hu. k ing  o f  t h e  Later Z h a o  a n d  s o n  o f  Shi 

Le. w a s  fo l lo w e d  b y  a  p e r io d  o f  e n o r m o u s  in te rn a l  u p h e av a l ,  

w i th  a g en era l  o f  t h e  Later Z hao .  R an  Min, c la im in g  t h e  t h r o n e  

a n d  f o u n d i n g  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  W ei  (h i s to r ic a l ly  k n o w n  a s  th e  

W ei  o f  Rani.  T h is  in  t u r n  w a s  c o n q u e r e d  b y  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  

t h e  F o r m e r  V a n .  f o u n d e d  b y  M u r o n g  H u a n g  o f  t h e  X ian b e i  

n o b i l i t y .  I n  352 AD Fu J i S n .  o f  t h e  Di n o b i l i t y ,  a l s o  t o o k  

a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  a n a r c h y  t o  g a in  c o n t r o l  o f  G u a n z h o n g  a n d  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  F o rm er  Qin.

W h e n  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  t h e  L a te r  Z h a o  fell .  H u a n  W e n  (a 

genera l  o f  t h e  E as te rn  J in )  p re s e n te d  a p e t i t io n  to  E m p e ro r  Mu 

( th e  f i f th  m o n a r c h  o f  t h e  J i n  d y n a s ty ) ,  a s k in g  fo r  p e rm is s io n  

to  lead  a  force  o n  a n o r th e r n  ex p ed i t io n .  H u a n  W en  w a s  k n o w n  

f o r  h i s  m il i ta ry  t a l e n t  a n d  abili ty ;  d u r i n g  h i s  g o v e r n o r s h ip  o f  

J i n g z h o u  h e  h a d  r e n d e r e d  g re a t  s e rv ice  t o  t h e  J in  th r o u g h  h is  

m il i ta ry  a c h ie v e m e n ts .

H o w ev e r ,  t h e  E as te rn  J i n  w a s  rack ed  b y  i n te r n a l  c o n f l ic t s .  

A l th o u g h  E m p e ro r  Mu h a d  p r o m o te d  H u a n  W en ,  h e  h a rb o re d  

s u s p ic i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  genera l .  T h e re fo re ,  E m p e ro r  M u  d i d  n o t  

g r a n t  H u a n  W e n  p e rm is s io n  t o  lead  a n  e x p e d i t io n a r y  fo rce  to 

t h e  n o r th ;  i n s t e a d  h e  g a v e  t h e  m is s io n  t o  Y in  Hao.

Y in  H a o  w a s  a  c iv i l ia n  w h o .  d e s p i t e  h i s  m il i ta ry  t i t l e .h a d  

n o  rea l  m i l i t a r y  a b i l i ty .  In  a  c r u s h i n g  d e f e a t  b y  t h e  Q ia n g
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H uan  W en on  a  N orthern  E xpedition

m in o r i t y  a t  Luoyang ,  h i s  f o r c e s  s u f f e r e d  o v e r  t e n  t h o u s a n d  

c a s u a l t i e s  a n d  fo r fe i ted  a ll  t h e i r  food  s u p p l ie s  a n d  w e ap o n s .

In  t h e  w a k e  o f  t h i s  d e b ac le .  H u a n  W en  p re s e n te d  a n o th e r  

p e t i t i o n  to  t h e  e m p e r o r ,  t h i s  t i m e  a s k i n g  t h a t  Y in  H a o  b e  

s t r ip p e d  o f  h i s  p o s i t io n  a n d  c h a r g e d  w i th  d e re l ic t io n  o f  d u ty .  

E m p e ro r  M u h a d  n o  c h o ic e  b u t  to  agree ;  h e  s a c k e d  Y in  H ao  

a n d  a u th o r iz e d  H u a n  W en  t o  lead t h e  e x p e d i t io n  t o  t h e  n o r th .

I n  354 AD. t h e  f o r ty - th o u s a n d  s t r o n g  J i n  force  led  b y  H u a n  

W e n  s e t  o u t  f ro m  J i a n g lm g  o n  a  th re e -p ro n g e d  a t t a c k  a g a in s t  

C h a n g 'a n .  T h e  f i f ty  t h o u s a n d  t r o o p s  s e n t  b y  t h e  k in g  o f  t h e  

F o rm er  Q in .  Fu J ia n .  t o  e n c o u n t e r  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n a r y  fo rc e  a t  

Y a o  Pass  w e r e  s o o n  s c a t t e r e d  by t h e  J i n  a rm y .  Fu J i d n  w a s  

f o r c e d  to  f lee  b a c k  w i t h  h i s  s i x  t h o u s a n d  o l d .  w e a k  a n d  

w o u n d e d  s o ld i e r s  to  C h a n g 'a n .  w h e r e  h e  h a d  d e e p  t r e n c h e s  

d u g  in  p re p a r a t i o n  fo r  a  long  siege.

W h e n  H u a n  W en 's  v ic to r io u s  fo rce  re a c h e d  Bashang.  m a n y  

o f f ic ia l s  o f  t h e  c o m m a n d e r i e s  a n d  c o u n t i e s  a r o u n d  C h a n g 'an  

i n s t a n t l y  s u r r e n d e r e d .  H u a n  W e n  p u t  o u t  p u b l i c  

a n n o u n c e m e n t s  t h a t  u r g e d  t h e  p o p u l a c e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  go 

a b o u t  t h e i r  n o r m a l  b u s in e s s .  T h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e re  d e l ig h te d  

b y  t h i s  po licy  a n d  c a m e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  a cc o rd  w i th  g i f ts  o f  ca t t le  

a n d  w in e  to  t h e  t roops .

S in c e  t h e  fall  o f  t h e  W e s te r n  J in .  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  n o r th  

h a d  su f f e re d  e n o r m o u s ly  in t h e  i n te r d y n a s t ic  w ars .  "W e nev er  

e x p e c te d  to  see  J i n  t ro o p s  a g a in  i n  o u r  l ife t im e."  T h e y  s a id  to 

t h e  J i n  t ro o p s  o f  H u a n  Wen:

H u a n  W e n  c a m p e d  in  B a s h a n g .  i n  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  

r e p le n i s h in g  h i s  t ro o p s '  food  su p p ly  w i t h  t h e  local w h e a t  c rop  

w h e n  i t  b e c a m e  r e a d y  f o r  h a r v e s t i n g .  H o w e v e r .  Fu  J i a n
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q u i c k l y  c a u g h t  o n  t o  H u a n  W e n 's  i n t e n t i o n s  a n d  h a d  t h e  

w h e a t  c r o p  h a rv e s te d  b e fo re  it  w a s  r ipe  to  d e p r iv e  H u a n  W en  

o f  t h e  b o u n ty .

W ith  h i s  h o p e  o f  locally r e s to ck in g  h i s  food  su p p ly  d ashed .  

H u a n  W en  w a s  n o  lo n g er  ab le  to  m a in ta in  h is  t ro o p s  th e r e  a n d  

h a d  t o  p u l l  t h e m  back .  D esp i te  t h i s  s e tb a c k ,  t h e  m a jo r  b a t t l e  

w o n  by h im  in  t h e  exp ed i t io n  p ro m p te d  E m peror  Mu to  p ro m o te  

h i m  t o  C o m m a n d e r - in -c h ie f  o f  t h e  P u n i t iv e  Expedit ion .

H u a n  W en  led  t w o  m o r e  n o r th e r n  e x p e d i t io n s .  T h e  l a s t  o f  

th e s e ,  t a r g e te d  a t  t h e  F o rm e r  Y an .  r e a c h e d  a s  fa r  a s  F a n g to u  

( s o u t h w e s t  o f  to d a y 's  X u n  C o u n ty  in  H e n a n ) ,  b u t  e v e n tu a l ly  

f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  tro o p s"  s u p p l y  r o u t e  w a s  c u t  o f f  b y  t h e  

F o rm e r  Yan.

H u a n  W e n 's  a m b i t i o n s  g rew  in p ro p o r t io n  to  t h e  len g th  o f  

t i m e  h e  e x e r c i s e d  so le  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  a r m y .  H e  w a s  o n c e  

o v e r h e a r d  to  m u t t e r  t o  h i m s e l f .  " I f  a m a n  c o u ld  n o t  leave  a 

l a s t in g  legacy  o f  v i r tu e  a n d  h o n o r ,  i t  w o u ld  b e  n ice  i f  h i s  n a m e  

c o u ld  a t  l e a s t  l ive  fo rev e r  in in fam y ."

A t r u s t e d  s u p p o r t e r  w h o  w a s  w e l l  a w a re  o f  h i s  a m b i t i o n s  

s u g g e s t e d  t o  h i m  t h a t  in  o r d e r  t o  b o l s t e r  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  h e  

s h o u l d  fo l lo w  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  H u o  G u a n g  in  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  

W e s te r n  H a n ,  a n d  r e p la c e  t h e  i n c u m b e n t  e m p e r o r  w i t h  o n e  

o f  h i s  o w n  c h o o s in g .

By t h a t  t im e .  E m p e ro r  Mu h a d  d i e d  a n d  b e e n  s u c c e e d e d  

by S im a  Yi. H u a n  W e n  m a r c h e d  h i s  t ro o p s  t o  J ia n k an g ,  w h e r e  

h e  d e p o s e d  S im a  Yi a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  S i m a  Y u  a s  E m p e r o r  

J i a n w e n .  H u a n  W e n  b e c a m e  C o u n s e l o r - i n - c h i e f  a n d  w a s  

s t a t i o n e d  w i t h  h i s  t ro o p s  in  G u s h u  ( to d ay 's  D an g tu  in  A nhui) .

T w o  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  s e r i o u s l y  i ll  E m p e r o r  J i a n w e n

2
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Huan Wen on a Nortl Lxped Mon

d e s i g n a t e d  S im a  Yao a s  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  i n  l a s t  w il l .  S im a  Yao 

d u ly  b e c a m e  E m p e ro r  X iao w u .  H u a n  W en .  w h o  h a d  e x p e c te d  

E m p e r o r  J i a n w e n  t o  l e a v e  t h e  t h r o n e  t o  h i m .  w a s  b i t t e r ly  

d i s a p p o in t e d  b y  t h i s  t u r n  o f  e v e n t s  a n d  o n c e  a g a in  m a r c h e d  

h i s  t ro o p s  i n t o  J i a n k a n g .

T h e  c o u r t  o f f i c i a l s  w h o  t u r n e d  o u t  to  g r e e t  H u a n  W en  

t u r n e d  p a le  w i t h  f r i g h t  a t  t h e  o m i n o u s  s i g h t  o f  h i s  t ro o p s ,  

w h o  w e r e  d r e s s e d  i n  fu l l  b a t t l e  g e a r  a n d  a r m e d  t o  t h e  tee th .

H u a n  W en  in v i te d  t w o  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o m in e n t  m a n d a r in s .

W a n g  T an zh i  a n d  Xie An. fo r  a  m e e t in g  a t  h i s  o fficial  residence.

T h e y  h a d  b e e n  t ip p e d  o f f  t h a t  H u a n  W en  p l a n n e d  t o  kill  t h e m  

by  p lac in g  so ld ie r s  i n  a m b u s h  o u t s id e  t h e  m e e t in g  ro o m , a n d  

W a n g  T a n z h i  c o n s e q u e n t ly  a r r iv e d  w i th  h i s  c l o t h e s  so a k e d  

w i th  sw ea t .

Xie A n .  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  r e t a i n e d  h i s  c o m p o s u r e .  "1 
u n d e rs tan d  th a t  j u s t m i n d e d  generals s ince  an tiqu i ty  h ave  a lways 

dep loyed  the ir  t roops o n  t h e  frontie rs  to  d e fe n d  th e  c o u n try  from 

fo re ig n  a g g re ss io n .  T h e re fo re .  1 w o n d e r  w h y  Lord H u a n  h a s  

h id d e n  h is  t ro o p s  b e h in d  th e se  walls?" H e  sa id  to  H u an  Wen.

H u a n  W en  w a s  a l i t t le  e m b a r r a s s e d  by t h i s  rem ark .  '1 j u s t  

w a n t e d  to  t a k e  s o m e  e x t r a  p r e c a u t io n . "  H e sa id ,  a n d  sw if t ly  

o r d e re d  t h e  a m b u s h e r s  t o  w i th d r a w .

S e n s in g  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h i m  a m o n g  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  

m a n d a r i n  f a m i l i e s  in  J i a n k a n g .  H u a n  W en  b id e d  h i s  t i m e — 

h o w e v e r ,  h e  s o o n  d i e d  o f  i l lness .

U p o n  H u a n  W e n 's  d e a th .  Xie An b e c a m e  C o u se lo r - in -ch ie f  

a n d  H u a n  W e n 's  b r o t h e r  H u a n  C h o n g  b e c a m e  g o v e r n o r  o f  

J in g z h o u .  T h e  t w o  w o rk e d  c lose ly  to g e th e r  to  s u p p o r t  E m pero r  

X iaow u. In  t h i s  w ay .  a  n e w - f o u n d  u n i ty  b e g a n  to  t a k e  h o ld  in 

t h e  Eas te rn  J in .
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29. W ang  M eng D iscusses  

N ational Politics 

W hile  Picking Lice

W hen H uan W en bille ted  h is  troops in Bashang du rin g  his 

firs t no rth ern  exped ition , a  scholarly  m an  d ressed  in  a ragged 

sh o r t tu n ic  cam e to  th e  cam p  one  day a n d  asked  to  see him . 

H uan  W en. w h o  h a d  recen tly  been  o n  th e  lo o k o u t fo r new  

ta len t, greeted  th e  sch o la r w ith  open  arm s.

T he scho lar, w hose  nam e w as W ang Meng. had  grow n up 

in  an  im p o v e rish e d  fam ily  t h a t  e k e d  o u t  a  liv in g  se llin g  

b am b o o  d u s tp a n s . N o n e th e le ss , h e  w as  a n  av id  read e r and  

p o sse sse d  a k een  in te lle c t .  T h e  fa m ilie s  o f  m a n d a r in s  in 

G uanzhong sn u b b ed  h im  because  o f  h is  h u m b le  o rig ins, but 

th a t  d id  n o t b o th e r  h im  in th e  leas t. H e d e c lin e d  o ffe rs  o f  

low  rank ing  p o s itio n s  in  th e  g o v ern m en t o f  th e  Form er Qin 

a n d  even tua lly  chose  to  live a rec luse 's  life  on  M ount Huayin. 

N ew s o f  H uan  W en 's ad v an ce  in to  G uanzhong  b ro u g h t h im  

to  B ashang to  request a  m eeting.

To te s t W ang M eng's know ledge an d  ab ilitie s . H uan Wen 

asked  h im  to  co m m en t on th e  s itu a tio n  in th e  coun try .

W ang M eng gave a c le a r  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  p o li tic a l and  

m ilitary  s itu a tio n  in  bo th  th e  so u th  and  th e  n o rth , and  H uan 

W en m arveled  a t  h is  in sigh ts.

A s h e  h e ld  f o r th  on  n a t io n a l  p o l i t i c s .  W an g  M eng
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frequen tly  reached  in s id e  h is  tu n ic  to  p ick  lice. T he so ld iers 

a t H uan W en's side nearly  b u rs t o u t laughing a t th e  sigh t, b u t 

W ang M eng k ep t u p  h is  lively  d is c u s s io n  w ith  H uan  W en. 

ob liv ious o f  th e  spec tac le  h e  w as m ak ing  o f  h im self.

"I've led  a  m assive ex p ed itio n a ry  force to  G uanzhong  on 

th e  em p ero r s  o rders to  h e lp  th e  people there . T herefore. I am 

baffled  by th e  fact th a t th e  local e lite  have n o t deigned to  pay 

m e a  v isit." H uan  W en said.

"You've com e all th is  w ay. d eep  in to  enem y territo ry , b u t 

h av e  s to p p e d  sh o r t o f  c ro s s in g  th e  Ba R iver in to  C hang 'an . 

w hich  is clearly w ith in  reach. People are u n su re  w hat you have 

in  m in d —th a t 's  w hy  th e y  a re  h av e  n o t y e t com e to  c a ll on 

you." W ang M eng replied.

W ang M eng's a s s e s sm e n t w as co rre c t, s in ce  th e  h id d en  

agenda beh ind  H uan W en's no rthern  expedition  w as to  cem ent 

h is  a u th o rity  in  th e  court o f  th e  Eastern J in  and  to  su b d u e  h is 

po litica l riva ls. T h e  ac t o f  s ta tio n in g  h is  tro o p s  in  B ashang 

a n d  ta k in g  h is  tim e  in  c a p tu r in g  C hang’an  w as d es ig n ed  to  

preserve h is  streng th .

H u an  W en fell s i le n t  in re c o g n itio n  of W ang  M eng's 

un usua l ta len t. W hen he w ithdrew  h is force from  Guanzhong. 

h e  in v ited  W ang Meng to  accom pany  h im  to  th e  so u th , even 

p ro m is in g  h im  h igh  o ffice . W ang Meng. how ever, w as well 

aw are  o f  th e  d eep  r i f ts  in s id e  th e  E astern  J in  d y n a s ty  and  

dec lin ed  th e  offers, and  re tu rn ed  in s tead  to  h is  h erm itag e  in 

M ount H uayin.

Fu J ian . th e  em p e ro r  o f  th e  Form er Q in. w as su cceeded  

u p o n  h is  d e a th  by h is  so n  Fu Sheng , a  c ru e l m an . w ho  w as 

soon ov erth ro w n  by h is  co u sin  Fu Jian .

2 7 I
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F u jian  took h is new  position  extrem ely seriously. He looked 

for a capable a id e  and  W ang Meng w as recom m ended to  him .

W a n g  M en g  w a s  i n v i t e d  fo r  a m e e t in g  w i t h  Fu J i a n .  a n d  

t h e  t w o  h i t  i t  o f f  im m e d ia t e ly .  T h e i r  v i e w s  o n  t h e  r i s e  a n d  

d e c l i n e  o f  p a s t  d y n a s t i e s  t u r n e d  o u t  to  b e  i d e n t ic a l .  Fu J i a n  

w a s  e la ted ,  c o m p a r in g  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  to  Liu Bei's goo d  fo r tu n e  

in  f i n d in g  Z h u g e  Liang to  a d v is e  h im .

F o l lo w in g  Fu J i a n ' s  a c c e s s i o n  a s  t h e  s e l f  s t y l e d  S o n  o f  

H e a v e n  o f  t h e  G reat  Q in .  W a n g  M eng b e c a m e  h i s  m o s t  t r u s t e d  

m i n i s t e r ,  a n d  w a s  p r o m o t e d  f iv e  t i m e s  in  a  y e a r  u n t i l  h e  

o c c u p ie d  a  p o s i t io n  o f  u n r iv a le d  power.

M em b ers  o f  t h e  o ld  g u a rd  o f  t h e  Di e th n i c i t y  in t h e  Form er 

Q in  w e r e  n a tu ra l ly  r e s e n t fu l  o f  F u j i a n ' s  t r u s t  in  W a n g  Meng, 

s in c e  W a n g  Meng w a s  t h e n  o n ly  36 y e a r s  o ld .  a n d  o f  H a n  s tock  

to  b o o t  O n o n e  o c ca s io n  F an  Shi .  a m in i s t e r  o f  t h e  Di m in o r i ty  

w h o  h a d  f o u g h t  s h o u l d e r  t o  s h o u l d e r  w i t h  Fu  J i a n  in  t h e  

c o n q u e s t  o f  G u a n zh o n g .  a n g r i ly  d e n o u n c e d  W a n g  M eng to  h is  

face. "We t i l led  t h e  so i l  a n d  p la n te d  t h e  c ro p s  s o  t h a t  y o u  c a n  

h a v e  f r e e  lunches! ."

"In  t h e  fu tu re ,  y o u  w il l  n o t  o n ly  p l a n t  c r o p s  b u t  a l s o  c o o k  

m y  m eals!"  W a n g  M en g  re to r ted .

I n c a n d e s c e n t  w i th  anger.  F an  Sh i  sa id ,  '1 will  n o t  r e s t  un t i l  

I h a v e  c u t  o f f  y o u r  h e a d  a n d  h u n g  i t  o n  th e  g a te  o f  C hang 'an ."

A few  d ay s  la te r . Fan Shi a n d  W ang M eng h ad  a n o th e r  

argum ent, th is  tim e  in fron t o f  Fu Jian . w here  Fan Shi tried  to  

a tta ck  W ang Meng. Fu J ian  fo u n d  th is  behav io r unacceptable, 

a n d  h ad  Fan Shi execu ted . A fter th a t . W ang M eng w as rarely 

criticized by officia ls o f  Di e thn icity , a t least in  front o f  Fu Jian.

W ith th e  h e lp  o f  h is  tru s te d  ad v ise r W ang Meng, Fu J ian
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N a t i o n a l  Po l i t

w a s  a b le  to  s u b d u e  p o w e r f u l  loca l  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  u n d e r t a k e  

po li t ica l  re fo rm .  At t h i s  t im e ,  a  m a n  n a m e s  Q ian g  D e (b ro th e r  

o l  t h e  e m p r e s s  d o w a g e r  a n d  G r a n d  M a s t e r  o f  S p l e n d i d  

H ap p in ess )  o f t e n  go t  i n to  d r u n k e n  b raw ls  a n d  w a s  invo lved  in 

t h e  forcib le  t ak in g  o f  p ro p e r ty  a n d  w o m e n  f rom  o th ers .  O n e  o f  

t h e  f i r s t  t h in g s  W a n g  M eng d i d  u p o n  b e c o m in g  M e tro p o li tan  

G o v e rn o r  o f  t h e  c ap i ta l  w a s  to  a r re s t  Q ian g  De. T h o u g h  Fu J ian  

w a s  in f o r m e d  o f  t h e  a r r e s t  s t r a ig h t  a w ay ,  b y  t h e  t im e  h e  h a d  

s e n t  a  m es se n g e r  w i th  a n  im peria l  pardon ,  Q iang  De h a d  a lready 

b e e n  ex ecu ted .  In  t h e  n e x t  c o u p le  o f  m o n th s ,  m o re  t h a n  tw en ty  

m e m b e r s  o f  r ich  a n d  p o w e rfu l  fam il ie s ,  a s  well  a s  s o m e  in th e  

royal  c lan ,  w e re  e i t h e r  p u t  to  d e a th ,  s e n te n c e d  to p r i so n  te rm s  

o r  d i s m i s s e d  f r o m  o ff ice .  T h e  e n t i r e  c o u r t  w a s  i n  s h o c k  a n d  

f r ig h te n e d  w o u ld - b e  c r im i n a l s  w e re  c o n s e q u e n t ly  d i s s u a d e d  

f rom  ac t ion .  "Now I u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  im p o r ta n t  i t  is to  h a v e  th e  

r u le  o f  l a w  in t h e  co u n try ."  F u j i a n  sa id  w i th  a d m ira t io n .

O w in g  to  F u j i a n  a n d  W an g  M eng 's  re fo rm s ,  t h e  s t r e n g th  

o f  t h e  F orm er Q in  g rew  s tead i ly ,  e n ab l in g  it to  s u b d u e  t h e  th re e  

m i n o r  k i n g d o m s  o f  t h e  F o rm e r  Y an .  t h e  Dai a n d  t h e  Form er 

Liang, t h u s  a ch ie v in g  t h e  u n i f ic a t io n  of t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  

in  t h e  Y e l low  Rix-er bas in .

In 375 AD. W an g  Meng fell cr i t ica lly  ill. W h en  Fu Jian  v is i ted  

h im .  W a n g  M eng sa id  t o  h im .  " A lth o u g h  t h e  E as te rn  J in  is in 

J i a n g n a n  fa r  in t h e  s o u th ,  it h a s  in h e r i t e d  t h e  legit im acy  o f  t h e  

J i n  d y n a s t y  a n d  i ts  im p e r ia l  c o u r t  e n jo y s  r e la t iv e  peace.  It is 

m y  e a rn e s t  h o p e  t h a t  you  will n o t  a t t a c k  t h e  J in  a f te r  m y d e a th .  

O u r  e n e m i e s  a re  t h e  X ianbei  a n d  t h e  Q iang  t r ibes.  T h e y  w o u ld  

b e  a n  e v e r  p r e s e n t  t h r e a t  i f  a l lo w e d  t o  g ro w  in  s t r e n g th .  T h e  

secu ri ty  o f  t h e  Q in  c a n  b e  e n s u r e d  on ly  w i th  th e i r  e lim ina tion ."
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go. Strong-willed F u j i a n

T h o u g h  Fu J i a n  h a d  c lo se ly  fo l lo w ed  W a n g  M eng 's  a d v ic e  

w h e n  h e  w a s  a l i v e ,  h e  p a i d  n o  h e e d  t o  h i s  d e a t h b e d  

a d m o n i t io n .

W h ile  W an g  M eng c o n s id e re d  t h e  X ianbei  a n d  t h e  Q ian g  to 

b e  t h e  e n e m i e s  o f  t h e  F o rm er  Q in ,  Fu J i a n  p laced  h i s  t r u s t  in 

t h e  X ian b e i  a r i s to c r a t  M u ro n g  C hu i  a n d  t h e  Q ia n g  a r i s to c r a t  

Yao C hang ,  w h o  h a d  c o m e  f rom  to  o f f e r  t h e i r  serv ices ,  W ang  

Meng a d v is e d  h i m  no t  to  a t t a c k  t h e  E as te rn  J in .  b u t  Fu J ia n  w as  

b e n t  o n  a n n ih i l a t i n g  it in t h e  b e l ie f  t h a t  it w a s  h is  so le  en em y .

In t h e  t h i r d  y ear  a f t e r  W an g  Meng 's  d e a th .  Fu J i a n  s e n t  h is  

s o n  Fu Pi. M u ro n g  C hu i  a n d  Yao C h a n g  w i th  a  100,000-strong 

fo rc e  t o  a t t a c k  X i a n y a n g  in  t h e  E a s te rn  J i n .  T h e  J i n  g en era l  

Z h u  Xu p u t  u p  a  v a l i a n t  f ig h t  a n d  h o s t i l i t i e s  l a s te d  fo r  a lm o s t  

a  y e a r  b e f o re  X ia n y an g  f in a l ly  fell  to  t h e  Q in  a rm y .

Z hu  Xu w a s  c ap tu re d  by  Fu Pi a n d  s e n t  t o  C hang 'an .  Fu Jian. 

im p r e s s e d  by Z h u  Xu's  in te g r i ty  a n d  lo y a l ty  t o  t h e  J i n  in  h is  

h e ro ic  d e fe n c e  o f  Xianyang. inv ited  h im  to  j o in  h i s  gove rn m en t.

Fu J ia n  t h e n  s e n t  a n o th e r  mo.ooo-s trong force  e a s t  to  a t tack  

H u a i n a n .  T h e  g e n e r a ls  o f  t h e  E as te rn  J i n  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  c ity .  

Xie S h i  a n d  Xie X u a n .  le d  a tw o - p r o n g e d  o p e r a t i o n  o n  la n d  

a n d  w a t e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  Q in  a rm y ,  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t ly  d e a l t  it a 

c r u s h i n g  d e fea t .

H o w ev e r .  F u j i a n  r e fu s e d  to  g ive  up. In  382 AD, h e  d e c id e d  

t h a t  i t  w a s  t i m e  t o  l a u c h  a  m a j o r  c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  t h e  

E a s te rn  J in .
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In  O c t o b e r  o f  t h a t  y ea r ,  Fu J i a n  s u m m o n e d  h i s  c o u r t  to  

T ai j i  P a lace  fo r  a c o n s u l t a t i o n .  T v e  b e e n  o n  t h e  t h r o n e  fo r  

n e a r ly  30 y e a r s  a n d  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  in p a c i f y in g  m o s t  o f  t h e  

c o u n t r y .  N o w  o n ly  t h e  J i n  in t h e  s o u t h e a s t  r e fu s e s  to  su b m i t .  

W e  p o s s e s s  a n  e l i te  f ig h t in g  fo rce  o f  970.000 m e n .  w h i c h  it is 

m y  in t e n t io n  t o  p e rso n a l ly  lead  o n  a p u n i t i v e  ra id  a g a in s t  t h e  

J in .  W h a t  d o  y o u  th in k ? "  Fu J i a n  asked .

M ost  o f  t h o s e  g a th e r e d  e x p re s s e d  s t r o n g  d isa p p ro v a l  o f  h i s  

p lan s .  "D esp ite  t h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  h i s  k in g d o m ,  t h e  ru le r  o f  t h e  

J in  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  n o  o f f e n s e  a n d  h a s  t h e  loyal s u p p o r t  o f  top  

c iv i l ia n  a n d  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s  l ik e  Xie An a n d  H u a n  C h o n g .  

T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  t i m e  fo r  a m a jo r  m i l i ta r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  

Jin ."  T h e  m in i s t e r  Q u a n  Y u  a rgued .

F u j i a n  w a s  d isp le a se d  by Q u a n  Yu's re m a rk s .  "The J in  have  

t h e  n a tu r a l  b a r r i e r  o f  t h e  Y a n g tze  in t h e i r  favor.  B esides ,  th e  

p e o p le  t h e r e  a r e  n o  d o u b t  u n i t e d  in t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to  

p u l  u p  a  s t i f f  r e s i s t a n c e .  A v i c t o r y  w o u l d  b y  n o  m e a n s  be  

ce r ta in ."  A g e n e ra l  c o m m e n te d .

G e t t i n g  an g r ie r ,  Fu J i a n  b e g a n  t o  s h o u t .  "H uh!  W h a t ' s  so  

fo rm id a b le  a b o u t  t h e  n a tu r a l  b a r r i e r  of t h e  Y ang tze?  W e  h a v e  

a  m as s iv e  a rm y .  I f  o u r  c a v a l ry m e n  t h r e w  t h e i r  w h i p s  i n to  t h e  

r iv e r ,  i t s  f lo w  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r r u p t e d .  W h e r e  w o u l d  b e  t h e i r  

b a r r i e r  then?"

T h e  m e e t in g  w e n t  o n  fo r  a  long  w h i l e  w i t h o u t  c o m i n g  to 

a n y  c o n c l u s i o n .  F in a l ly  Fu J i a n  b e c a m e  i m p a t i e n t  a n d  sa id ,  

"You a re  a ll  d i s m is s e d .  I w i l l  m a k e  th e  d e c i s io n  w i t h o u t  you."

R e a l iz in g  t h a t  Fu J i a n  w a s  in  a  fo u l  m o o d ,  t h e  m in i s t e r s  

l e f t  t h e  p a l a c e ,  a n d  o n l y  t h e  e m p e r o r ' s  b r o t h e r  Fu  R o n g  

s t a y e d  b e h i n d .
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“Since an tiqu ity  it lias alw ays been one or tw o persons w ho 

have m ade  th e  im p o rtan t d ec is io n s  fo r th e  co u n try . T oday 's 

d iscu ss io n  w as fru itless. Let's m ake th e  decis ion  betw een  you 

and  me." Fu Jian  said  to  him .

"I am  afraid  th a t i f s  also  m y view  th a t th e  p lanned  action  

against th e  Jin  is fraught w ith  d ifficulties. Moreover, long years 

o f  m ilitary ac tio n  h as tired  th e  troops ou t and  dam pened  the ir 

w ill to  keep figh ting . T hose  w ho  spoke o u t ag a in s t m ilita ry  

ac tio n  d id  so  o u t o f  th e ir  loyalty  and  d evo tion  to  you. I hope 

h is  M ajesty  can  h e e d  th e i r  a d v ic e  in  th a t  sp irit ."  Fu Rong 

replied  w ith  a heavy  heart.

Fu J ia n  w as  s u rp r is e d  by Fu R ong 's o p p o s i tio n . "I am  

d isap p o in ted  th a t  su ch  d e fe a tis t ta lk  sh o u ld  com e from  you 

o f  all people. W ith m y m ighty  force, as w ell a s  my m o u n ta in s  

o f  m ilita ry  h a rd w a re  a n d  su p p lie s , th e re  is  n o  co n ce iv ab le  

reason  w hy I c a n 't  w ipe  o u t such  a  feab le  foe as th e  Jin."

Fu Jian 's  s tubbo rn  persistence brought Fu Rong to  th e  brink 

o f  tears. "Leaving a s id e  th e  fac t th a t  a  w ar ag a in s t th e  J in  is 

n o t a s su re d  o f  v ic to ry , you  m u s t rea lize  th a t  in o u r  cap ita l 

th e r e  a re  m an y  re s d e n ts  o f  o th e r  m in o r i t ie s  su c h  a s  th e  

X ianbei. th e  Q iang  an d  th e  Xie. i f  they  ex p lo it y o u r ab sence  

to  ra ise  a rebellion  w h ile  you  a re  aw ay  on  a  long  cam paign , 

you w o u ld  b e  in  se r io u s  tro u b le . H as h is  M ajesty fo rg o tten  

W ang Meng’s dea th b ed  advice?" H e said  im ploringly.

Yet F u jia n  ignored all subsequent objections to h is planned 

a tta ck  on th e  Jin . W hen th e  M etropolitan  G overnor. M urong 

Chui. cam e to  th e  palace ask ing  for an au d ien ce  w ith  Fu Jian . 

h e  a sk ed  h im  to  g ive h is  v iew  on th e  m a tte r . "It is  a law  o f  

nature th a t th e  strong gobble up  the weak and  big pow ers devour
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sm all ones. A strong  and  w ise ru ler like h is  Majesty, w ho h as a 

lillion valiant fighters under h is  com m and and a court stuffed  

h able generals and  excellent advisers could  easily  snu ff o u t 

nsignificant pow er like th e  Jin. It's h is  M a je s t/s  call—there's 

eed  to  co n su lt o th e rs  about it." M urong Chui said, 

u  J ia n 's  face lit u p  a t M urong C h u i’s w ords. “It appears 

o u  are  th e  only  person  prepared  to  h e lp  m e ach ieve  my 

us.” H e im m ed ia te ly  o rd e red  h is  a tte n d a n ts  to  rew ard 

rong C hui w ith  five h u n d red  b o lts  o f  silk s an d  sa tins.

At M urong  C h u i's  in c i te m e n t,  Fu J ia n  h a s  b eco m e  too  

w orked  up to  s leep  th a t  n ig h t. T h e  im peria l co n cu b in e  Lid у 

Z h an g , a w a re  o f  w id e sp re a d  o p p o s i t io n  b o th  in s id e  a n d  

o u ts id e  th e  governm ent to  th e  war. tried  to  d issuade  h im  from 

th e  e n te rp r is e .  "Y ou w o m e n fo lk  s h o u ld  s ta y  o u t  o f  w ar 

v m atters!" F u jia n  to ld  her.

 ̂ H is favorite son Fu Xian also tried  to  talk  Fu Jian  o u t o f  it. 

\ “U ncle Fu Rong is m ost devo ted  to  h is  M ajesty. W hy w on 't his 

'M ajesty heed  h is  advice?"

"You a re  to o  young  to  h av e  a say  in  a ffa irs  o f  s ta te ."  Fu 

J ian  .replied d ism issively .

RcN uffing  a ll ad v ice  from  o ff ic ia ls  a n d  fam ily  m em bers. 

FuJirtW  d ec ided  to  a tta ck  th e  E astern Jin.

H e sen t Fu Rong and  M urong Chui to  lead a  vanguard  and 

appo in ted  Yao Chang Longxiang General, ordering  h im  to  head 

th e  troops o f  Y izhou and  Liangzhou in preparation  for a m arch 

o n  th e  Jin.

Tw o of M urong C hui's nephew s privately  said  to  h im . T h e  

em p ero r is m u ch  to o  cocky. T h is  w a r seem s to  be a perfec t 

o p p o rtu n ity  for u s  to  res to re  th e  k ingdom  o f  Yan."

2
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