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Book 23

The Second Volume on Wei

Gongsun Yan and T ian  Pan Tried to W in Over the Troops 

of Q i and Wei to Attack Zhao

G o n g s u n  Y a n  and  T ia n  Pan t r ie d  to  w in  o v e r  th e  t ro o p s  

o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  to  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  

Zhao . H o w e v e r ,  n e i th e r  th e  k in g  o f  W e i  n o r  th e  k in g  o f  Q i  

w a n te d  to  s u p p o r t  th e m  in  th is  rega rd . G o n g s u n  Y a n  s a id , 

“ I f  each o f  yo u  send f i f t y  th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao  

w i l l  be de fea ted  w i t h i n  f iv e  m o n th s .  ”  T ia n  Pan  s a id ,  “ A  s ta te  

t a k in g  m i l i t a r y  a c t io n  w i t h o u t  due reg a rd  w i l l  soon f in d  i t s e l f  

in  d ange r.  A  s ta te  r e s o r t in g  to  t r i c k e r y  w i l l  soon be in  

t r o u b le .  N o w  yo u  said th a t  i t  w as  v e ry  easy to  d e s t ro y  the  

s ta te  o f  Z h a o ,  h u t  I  am  a f ra id  th a t  i t  w i l l  lead to  f u tu r e  

p r o b le m s . ”  G o n g s u n  Y a n  s a id ,  “ Y o u  are  indeed  u nw ise .  

T h e s e  t w o  sove re ig ns  a lrea d y  d id n  ’ t  w a n t  to  jo in  us. N o w  

you  are g o in g  to  te l l  th e m  h o w  d i f f i c u l t  i t  is to  t e r r i f y  th e m . 

T h u s  Z h a o  w i l l  n o t  be a t ta c k e d  and  o u r  p la n  w i l l  r e s u l t  in  

fa i lu re .  O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  i f  yo u  dec la re  th a t  m i l i t a r y  a c t ion  

w i l l  be e asy ,  w e  w i l l  w o n  th e m  o ve r .  I f  w a r  is  im m in e n t ,  and 

th e  sove re ig ns  o f  Q i  and W e i  rea lize  th a t  th e y  a re  in  d a n g e r ,  

h o w  dare  th e y  res t  t h e i r  o f f ic e rs  and m en  and re fuse  to  

re in fo rc e  u s? ”  T ia n  P an  s a id , “ G o o d . ”  T h e n  he persuaded  

these t w o  sove re ig ns  to  ta ke  G o n g s u n  Y a n  ’ s advice. A s  a 

r e s u l t ,  G o n g s u n  Y a n  and T ia n  Pan  w o n  o v e r  th e  t r o o p s  o f  Q i
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and W e i.  B e fo re  t h e i r  t r o o p s  reached th e  b o r d e r ,  th e  

so ve re ig n s  o f  Q i  and W e i  w e re  a f ra id  th a t  th e y  m ig h t  be 

de fea ted  at th e  f r o n t ,  so th e y  dec ided  to  d is p a tc h  a ll  the  

o f f ic e rs  and  m en  to  jo in  th e m . T h e n  th e  t ro o p s  o f  Zhao  w ere  

b a d ly  defeated.

Gongsun Yan Visited W e i’ s King

G o n g s u n  Y a n  v is i te d  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  and 

s a id ,  “ I have t r ie d  m y  best to  w o r k  f o r  yo u  to  e n la rg e  y o u r  

t e r r i t o r y  and h e lp  yo u  ga in  an h o n o u ra b le  and  h ig h  

r e p u ta t io n .  H o w e v e r ,  T ia n  X u  in te n d s  to  t ra d u c e  m e ,  and 

you  a lso  t r u s t  h im .  T h u s  I c a nn o t  a c c o m p l is h  any  

a ch ie ve m e n ts  a t a l l .  I f  yo u  d is m is s  T ia n  X u  f r o m  o f f i c e ,  I  w i l l  

s ta y  here  to  w o r k  f o r  you . I f  T ia n  X u  is s t i l l  e m p lo y e d ,  I  w i l l  

ask f o r  y o u r  p e rm is s io n  to  leave. ”  T h e  k in g  s a id ,  “ T ia n  X u  is 

m y  im p o r ta n t  c o u r t  o f f ic ia l .  H o w  can I  e x p la in  to  peop le  a l l  

o v e r  th e  w o r ld  o r  to  th e  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  o f  o u r  o w n  s ta te  i f  I 

sen tence  h im  to  d ea th  o r  d is m is s  h im  f r o m  o f f ic e  j u s t  because 

you  and he are a t o dds  w i t h  each o th e r?  N o w ,  I w i l l  f o rb id  

h im  to  in te r fe re  w i t h  y o u r  u n d e r ta k in g s .  I f  he d o e s n ’ t  l is te n  

to  m e ,  I  w i l l  sen tence  h im  to  d ea th  o r  d is m is s  h im  fo r  you. 

W h a t  do  yo u  t h i n k  o f  t h a t? ”  G o n g s u n  Y a n  agreed to  th is .  

T h e n  he t ra v e l le d  to  th e  east to  m ee t T ia n  Y in g  and m ade an 

a g re e m e n t w i t h  h im .  H e  ca lled  back  T ia n  W e n  and  a p p o in te d  

h im  to  be p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ,  and he accepted  

th e  p o s i t io n  o f  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  h im s e l f .
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On Tian  Xu s Behalf.Su Dai Had a T a lk  with Wei s King

O n  b e h a l f  o f  T ia n  X u ,  Su Dai had a t a l k  w i t h  th e  k in g  o f  

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  and s a id ,  “ D o  yo u  t h in k  T ia n  W e n  does h is  

b es t  to  se rve  o u r  s ta te ,  o r  do  you  t h i n k  he e x e r ts  h im s e l f  

m o re  in  s e rv in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i? ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ H e  e x e r ts  

h im s e l f  m o re  in  s e rv in g  Q i.  "  " D o  yo u  t h in k  G o n g s u n  Y a n  

does h is  bes t to  se rve  o u r  s ta te ,  o r  do  yo u  t h in k  he e x e r ts  

h im s e l f  m o re  in  s e rv in g  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ? ”  T h e  k in g  sa id ,  

" H e  e x e r ts  h im s e l f  m o re  in  s e rv in g  H a n .  ”  T h e n  Su D a i sa id ,  

“ G o n g s u n  Y a n  pays m o re  a t te n t io n  to  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  th a n  

to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  T ia n  W e n  pays  m o re  a t te n t io n  to  the  

s ta te  o f  Q i  th a n  to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  T h e s e  tw o  pe rson s  are 

u s in g  y o u r  s ta te  to  enhance  th e i r  o w n  u n d e r ta k in g s  a b r o a d , 

in c lu d in g  som e th in g s  th e y  s h o u ld n ’ t do. H o w e v e r ,  yo u  do 

n o t  seem to  rea lise  th is .  T h e r e fo r e ,  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be 

w ea kened . I t  w o u ld  be b e t te r  i f  yo u  e m p lo y  T ia n  X u  to  

o b se rve  th e  c o n d u c t  o f  these  t w o  p ersons  fo r  you . T h e n  th e y  

w i l l  s a y ,  * T ia n  X u  d o e s n ’ t ta ke  o u r  side. I f  w e  ta ke  ac t ions  

d isa dva n tag eo us  to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ,  he w i l l  v i l i f y  us in  f r o n t  

o f  H is  M a je s ty .  ’ T h e n  th e y  w o n ’ t da re  to  w o r k  d is lo y a l ly  fo r  

y o u .  W h e th e r  o r  n o t  these t w o  p ersons  act f o r  th e  good o f  

y o u r  s ta te ,  yo u  can f in d  i t  o u t  b y  e m p lo y in g  T ia n  X u  to  w o r k  

fo r  yo u .  I  t h in k  th is  is to  y o u r  adva n ta g e  and can a lso 

fa c i l i ta te  y o u r  u n d e r ta k in g s .  ”  T h e  k in g  s a id ,  “  V e r y  good. ”  

T h e n  he e m p lo y e d  T ia n  X u  as expected .
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Shi Ju Spoke I I I  of Gongsun Yan in Front o f W e i’ s King

S h i Ju  spoke  i l l  o f  G o n g s u n  Y a n  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  k in g  o f  

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  So G o n g s u n  Y a n  w a n te d  to  ge t Sh i Ju  in to  

t r o u b le .  T h e r e f o r e , h e  to ld  Z h a n g  Y i ,  “ I  am  g o in g  to  ask H is  

M a je s ty  to  d e vo lve  th e  s ta te  o n  y o u ,  th u s  H is  M a je s ty  w i l l  be 

rega rded  as a Y a o  o r  a Shun . B u t  p lease re fuse  to  ta k e  i t  

o ver. T h e r e fo r e ,  you  w i l l  be cons ide red  as a X u  Y o u . 

A c c o r d in g l y , !  w i l l  ask H is  M a je s t y  to  c o n fe r  a c o u n ty  w i t h  

ten  th o u s a n d  fa m i l ie s  on  yo u  as y o u r  f ie f.  ”  Z h a n g  Y i  w as v e ry  

h a p p y ,  so he sent S h i Ju to  v is i t  G o n g s u n  Y a n  f re q u e n t ly .  

W h e n  th e  k in g  o f  W e i  heard  o f  t h i s ,  he w o u l d n ’ t  a p p o in t  Shi 

Ju to  a ny  p o s i t io n .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  Sh i Ju  le f t  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  

w i t h o u t  sa y in g  g o o d -b y e  to  th e  k in g .

C h u ’ s King Attacked the Area South of Liang

I 'he  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  d isp a tche d  t r o o p s  to  a t ta c k  

th e  area s o u th  o f  th e  ca p i ta l  o f  L ia n g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  T h e  

t ro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  to o k  occas ion  to  invade  th e  reg ion  

o f  Q ia n g .  O n  b e h a l f  o f  G o n g s u n  Y a n ,  C h e n g  H u i  had a t a l k  

w i t h  th e  k in g  o f  H a n  and s a id ,  “ I f  you  a t ta c k  Q ia n g  

im m e d ia te ly ,  th e  t ro o p s  o f  C h u  w i l l  m a rc h  f u r t h e r  in to  W e i.  

I f  th e  t ro o p s  o f  W e i  can n o t  r e s is t , t h e y  w i l l  s u r re n d e r  to  C hu  

and  f o l lo w  C h u ’ s o rd e rs .  T h u s  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  w i l l  be u n d e r  

th re a t .  H e n c e ,  y o u ’ d b e t te r  g iv e  u p  a t ta c k in g  Q ia n g .  I f  W e i  

is f ree  f r o m  H a n ’ s a g g re s s io n s ,  i t  w i l l  c o n f ro n t  th e  t ro o p s  o f
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C h u .  I f  th e  t r o o p s  o f  W e i  lo s e ,  th e y  w o n ’ t  be ab le  to  de fend  

th e  ca p i ta l  o f  L ia n g ,  le t a lone  Q ia n g .  I f  th e y  w i n ,  th e y  w i l l  

be e x h a u s te d ,  th e n  i t  w i l l  be easy f o r  yo u  to  seize Q ia n g .  ”

King Hui o f Wei Died

A f t e r  th e  dea th  o f  K in g  H u i  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ,  th e  date  

o f  th e  fu n e ra l  ce re m o n y  w as  d ra w in g  near. T h e re  happened  to  

he a h ea vy  s n o w fa l l  and  th e  s n o w  th a t  a c c u m u la te d  on  th e  

g ro u n d  c o u ld  a lm o s t  reach th e  eyes o f  a cow . M a n y  c o u r t  

o f f ic ia ls  e x p o s tu la te d  w i t h  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  and s a id ,  “ Since 

i t  is s n o w in g  so h e a v i ly  n o w ,  p lease re a rra n g e  th e  fu n e ra l  

c e re m o n y  fo r  a n o th e r  day. I f  w e  keep  to  th e  c u r re n t  s ch ed u le ,  

th e  c o m m o n  peop le  w i l l  feel e x t re m e ly  t i r e d  and  w e  w i l l  

h a r d ly  be ab le  to  bea r  th e  cos t o f  th e  fu n e ra l .  ”  T h e  c ro w n  

p r in c e  s a id ,  “  F o r  a s o n ,  i t  is  n o t  r ig h te o u s  to  d e lay  th e  

fu n e ra l  c e re m o n y  o f  h is  fa th e r  because o f  th e  fa t ig u e  o f  the  

c o m m o n  peop le  and th e  d e f ic ie n c y  o f  th e  s ta te  ’ s assets. 

P lease do  n o t  m e n t io n  i t  aga in . ”

N o  one a m o n g  th e  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  da red  to  a rgue  w i t h  h im  

a g a in ,  so th e y  to ld  X i  Shou  a b o u t  i t .  X i  S hou  s a id ,  “ I co u ld  

do  n o th in g  to  s to p  h im  e i th e r .  P o s s ib ly  M r  H u i  is th e  o n ly  

p e rson  w h o  can s to p  h im .  I w o u ld  te l l  M r  H u i  a b o u t  i t .  ”

M r  H u i  s a id ,  “ A l l  r ig h t .  I  w i l l  do  i t .  ”  H e  th e n  to o k  a 

ca rr ia g e  to  see th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  and  a s k e d , “ I s n ’ t th e  da te  o f  

th e  fu n e ra l  c e re m o n y  d ra w in g  n e a r? ”  T h e  c ro w n  p r in c e  sa id ,  

“ Y e s , i t  is. ”  M r  H u i  s a id ,  " P r e v io u s l y ,  K in g  Ji L i  w as b u r ie d  

at th e  fo o t  o f  M o u n t  C h u .  W a te r  cascaded d o w n  f r o m  the
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m o u n ta in  f lo o d e d  th e  to m b  and as a r e s u l t ,  th e  f r o n t  p a r t  o f  

th e  c o f f in  w as  u ncove red . K in g  W e n  s a id , L o o k !  O u r  

fo rm e r  k in g  m u s t  have w is h e d  to  ta k e  a lo o k  at h is  c o u r t  

o f f ic ia ls  and peop le  a g a in ,  so he le t  th e  w a te r  u n c o v e r  the  

f r o n t  p a r t  o f  h is  c o f f in .  ’ H e  th e n  had  th e  c o f f in  d u g  o u t , p u t  

ve i ls  a l l  a ro u n d  i t  and  he ld  c o u r t  on  th e  s p o t , so th a t  a l l  the  

c o m m o n  peop le  c o u ld  com e to  say g o o d -b y e  to  th e  deceased 

k in g .  T h e n  he w as  b u r ie d  aga in  th re e  days  la te r .  T h a t  w as 

th e  r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  K in g  W e n . N o w  th e  da te  o f  th e  fu n e ra l  

c e re m o n y  is d ra w in g  near. H o w e v e r , i t  is s n o w in g  so h e a v i ly  

th a t  th e  s n o w  a c c u m u la te d  on  th e  g ro u n d  has a lm o s t  reached 

th e  eyes o f  a cow . I t  is v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  to  w a lk  on  th e  road. I f  

yo u  in s is t  on  h o ld in g  th e  fu n e ra l  ce re m o n y  a c c o rd in g  to  the  

c u r re n t  s c h e d u le ,  I  am  a f ra id  th a t  o u r  people  m ig h t  t h i n k  th a t  

you  are d o in g  i t  h u r r ie d ly  on  p u rpose . P lease rea rran g e  i t  fo r  

a n o th e r  day. O u r  deceased k in g  m u s t  w a n t  to  s tay  f o r  a w h i le  

to  s a t is fy  h is  s ta te  and p e o p le ,  so he has m ade  i t  s n o w  v e ry  

h e a v i ly .  T h e r e fo r e ,  p lease re a r ra n g e  i t  f o r  a n o th e r  day. T h a t  

is a lso  in  accordance  w i t h  th e  r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  K in g  W e n .  I f  

you  in s is t  on  h o ld in g  i t  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  s c h e d u le ,  I  am  a fra id  

th a t  you  m ig h t  be to o  asham ed  to  f o l lo w  in  th e  fo o ts te p s  o f  

K in g  W e n ? ”  T h e  c ro w n  p r in c e  s a id ,  “ H o w  w is e  y o u r  o p in io n  

is !  I  w i l l  ta ke  y o u r  adv ice  to  re a r ra n g e  th e  fu n e ra l  c e re m o n y  

f o r  a n o th e r  day. ”

H u iz i  had n o t  o n ly  persuaded  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  to  ta k e  h is  

a d v ic e ,  b u t  a lso  induced  h im  to  pay  a t te n t io n  to  th e  

r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  K in g  W e n  b y  n o t  h o ld in g  th e  fu n e ra l  

ce re m o n y  o f  th e  deceased k in g  to o  h u r r ie d ly .  C o n s ta n t ly
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p a y in g  a t te n t io n  to  th e  r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  K in g  W e n  and 

c la r i f y in g  th a t  to  peop le  a ll  o v e r  th e  w o r ld  w e re  a g re a t  

success.

Five States Attacked Qin

F iv e  s ta te s— th e  s ta tes  o f  H a n ,  Z h a o ,  W e i ,  Y a n  and Q i 

lau nch ed  a co nce rted  a t ta c k  a ga in s t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  h u t  fa i led  

to  de fea t i t .  A f t e r  t h a t , t h e  s ta te  o f  Q i  w as  a b o u t  to  a t ta c k  th e  

s ta te  o f  Song. H o w e v e r ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  s to pp ed  Q i f r o m  

d o in g  so. T h e  k in g  o f  Q i  sent Song  G u o  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  to  

t r y  to  a l ly  w i t h  Q in  to  a t ta c k  S ong  to g e th e r ,  and  th e  k in g  o f  

Q in  agreed. T h e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  w as a f ra id  th a t  Q i  

and Q in  m ig h t  b u i ld  an a l l iance  w i t h  each o t h e r ,  so he was 

t h in k in g  o f  e s ta b l is h in g  good  re la t io n s  w i t h  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  as 

w e l l .

Su Q in  had a t a lk  w i t h  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  and 

s a id ,  “ T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  to ld  S ong  G u o , ‘ I t  w as  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  

t h a t  has d iv id e d  th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  Song  and w eakened  th e  p o w e r  

o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Song . A n d  th e  s ta tes  th a t  to o k  adva n ta g e  o f  

th e  e x h a u s t io n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  S ong  to  v ie  w i t h  H is  M a je s ty  

f o r  th e  p o te n t ia l  p r o f i t  p ro v id e d  b y  th e  s ta te  o f  Song  a re  the  

s ta te  o f  C h u  and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  F o r  th e  sake o f  H is  

M a je s t y , p lease do  n o t  s to p  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  f r o m  a t ta c k in g  

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i .  Y o u  can a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  S ong . A s  fo r  

a t ta c k in g  th e  s ta te  o f  S o n g ,  yo u  can use a ny  poss ib le  means. 

A s  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  S o n g ,  i t  is n o t  a ga in s t  m o r a l i t y  to  o v e r r id e  

i t ,  n o r  w i l l  yo u  be at e n m i t y  w i t h  o th e r  s ta tes  because o f
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a t ta c k in g  i t .  I t  w o u ld  be b e t te r  i f  you  m a k e  peace w i t h  Song  

f i r s t  and  so m a k e  i t  cede some land  to  you . A f t e r  g a in in g  th e  

la n d ,  yo u  can ta k e  d e te rm in e d  m i l i t a r y  a c t io n  a ga in s t  i t  a g a in ,  

and do  n o t  s to p  u n t i l  yo u  d e s t ro y  i t .  ’

“ A f t e r  h e a r in g  these  w o r d s ,  I w o r r ie d  a b o u t  you . T h e  

s ta te  o f  Q in  w i l l  use th e  same s t r a te g y  on  y o u r  s ta te  as w e l l .  

I t  w i l l  m ake  peace w i t h  yo u  and th u s  g a in  some lan d  f r o m  

you . A f t e r  se iz ing  th e  la n d ,  i t  w i l l  f i g h t  f ie rce  b a t t le s  aga ins t  

you  aga in . T h e n  th e y  w i l l  reach a ceasefire  w i t h  y o u ,  and by  

so d o in g ,  u rg e  you  to  ig n o re  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  A f t e r  the  

re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  y o u r  s ta te  and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  

d e te r io ra te s ,  th e y  w i l l  w in  o v e r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  aga in  and 

coerce yo u  in to  ced ing  m o re  land . T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  used th is  

s t ra te g y  on  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  b e fo re ,  and i t  a lso  used i t  o n  the  

s ta te  o f  H a n .  I  hope  th a t  yo u  can t h i n k  a b o u t  i t  d ee p ly .  I t  is 

im p o s s ib le  to  k n o w  w h e th e r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  is re a l ly  c lose  to  

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  H e n c e ,  f o r  y o u r  sa ke ,  th e  best p o l ic y  is  to  

a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in .  T h e  second best is to  cu t a l l  t ies  w i t h  

i t .  T h e  t h i r d  is to  b u i ld  u p  a f i r m  a l l ian ce  w i t h  o th e r  s ta tes  and 

th e  same t im e  p re te n d  to  m a k e  peace w i t h  Q in .  I f  Q in  and  Q i 

b u i ld  an a l l ian ce  w i t h  each o t h e r ,  yo u  w i l l  n o t  he ab le  to  

m a in ta in  y o u r  s ta te . P leace ta k e  m y  adv ice  and do  n o t  m ake  

peace w i t h  Q in  at a ny  cost.

“ T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  is m o re  p o w e r fu l  and  in f lu e n t ia l  th a n  

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ,  and  W e i  R an  is fa m i l ia r  w i t h  th e  s i tu a t io n  o f  

o th e r  s ta tes. H e n c e ,  th ose  ab le  to  dam age th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  

f o r  yo u  d o n ’ t da re  act o p e n ly .  I f  o th e r  s ta tes  o f  th e  w o r ld  

b u i ld  an a l l ia n ce  to  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  th e y  w i l l  act
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s e c re t ly  and n o t  da re  schem e a ga in s t Q in  o p e n ly .  I f  th e y  

rea lize  th a t  o th e r  s ta tes  o f  th e  w o r ld  a re  p o s in g  a th re a t  to  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q in ,  th e y  w i l l  b e t ra y  th e i r  a l l ies  and th u s  e x t r ic a te  

th e m s e lv e s  f r o m  th e  e n ta n g le m e n t .  I f  o th e r  s ta tes  o f  th e  w o r ld  

c u t  t ies  w i t h  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  th e y  w i l l  dec la re  th a t  th e y  are 

coerced in to  d o in g  so b y  t h e i r  a l l ies . I f  o th e r  s ta tes  a re  n o t  

ab le  to  c o n f r o n t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  th e y  w i l l  a l ie na te  th e i r  

a l l ie s ,  and  at th e  same t im e  h o b n o b  w i t h  Q in  to  w in  i t  over. 

Such  peop le  w i l l  b e t ra y  yo u  to  b e n e f i t  th e m se lve s .  H o w  can 

th e y  re m o v e  th e  t r o u b le  th re a te n in g  y o u r  s ta te  th en ?  In  o rd e r  

to  rem ove  th e  t r o u b le  th re a te n in g  y o u r  s ta te ,  you  sh o u ld  

adhere  to  th ose  th re e  s tra g e t ie s  I  m e n t io n e d  and m a k e  su re  to  

choose th e  best one. I f  th e  best one is n o t  a v a i la b le ,  use th e  

second best.  I f  th e  second best is im p o s s ib e , ta k e  th e  t h i r d .  I f  

th e  t h i r d  is s t i l l  n o t  a t t a in a b le , d evo te  y o u r  l i fe  to  f i g h t in g  the  

s ta te  o f  Q in .  M a k e  su re  th a t  yo u  n o t  y ie ld  to  Q in  at a ny  cost 

b u t  fo cus  on  d e s t ro y in g  i t .  T o  sugges t you  to  b e t ra y  y o u r  

a l l ies  to  e s ta b l is h  t ies  w i t h  the  s ta te  o f  Q in  is a w a y  o f  

re m o v in g  y o u r  s ta te  f r o m  t r o u b le ,  b u t  h o w  can a pe rson  l ik e  

m e o f fe r  yo u  such  a s u gg es t io n?  E v e n  s o ,  I hope  th a t  yo u  can 

ta k e  m y  adv ice  in to  c o n s id e ra t io n .

“ I ' h e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  and th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  are e n e m y  sta tes. 

O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  and th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  are 

b ro th e r  s ta tes. I  t h i n k  i t  is v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  

and th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  to  u n i te  w i t h  each o th e r  to  a t ta c k  Q in .  

W h e n  th e  Y e l lo w  E m p e r o r  w as  f ig h t in g  C h i  Y o u  in  Z h u o lu ,  

th e  m i l i t a r y  fo rces  o f  th e  m in o r i t y  peop les  o f  th e  w e s te rn  

areas d id  n o t  com e as re in fo rc e m e n ts .  W h e n  Y u  w as f ig h t in g
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th e  S anm iao  p e o p le ,  th e  m in o r i t y  peop les  o f  th e  eas te rn  areas 

d id  n o t  com e e i th e r .  E v e n  th e  Y e l lo w  E m p e r o r  co u ld  no t 

m ake  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  a ssau lt  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in .  B u t  I can 

m ake  b o th  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  and th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q in .

“ I used to  w o r k  f o r  a l l  th e  h ig h - r a n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  o f  

th e  th re e  s ta te s— H a n ,  Z hao  and  W e i ,  such  as L o rd  

F e n g y a n g ,  L o r d  M e n g c h a n g ,  H a n  W e n ,  Z h o u  Ju  and  H a n  

Y u w e i  etc. I feared  th a t  th e y  m ig h t  n o t  be ab le  to  m ake  up  

t h e i r  m in d s  to  assau lt  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in .  I once  o f fe n d e d  the  

s ta te  o f  Q in .  I t  w a s  I  t h a t  asked a l l  th e  s ta tes  in  th e  w o r ld  to  

b u rn  Q i n ’ s ta l l ie s .  I t  w as  I th a t  e x te n d e d  th e  a g ree m e n t to  

b u r n  th e  ta l l ie s .  A g a in  i t  w as I th a t  asked those  f iv e  s ta tes  to  

c lose th e i r  b o rd e rs  w i t h  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and  re fu se  Q i n ’ s 

e m issa r ies  to  s tep  o n to  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .  A f t e r  L o r d  F e n g y a n g  

and  H a n  Y u w e i  reac ted  to  m e in  th is  r e g a r d ,S u  X iu  and Z hu  

Y in g  w e n t  to  H a n d a n  s e c re t ly .  I a lso co nv ince d  th e  k in g  o f  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  to  d e s t ro y  S ong  G o n g ’ s e n d ea vou rs  to  a l ly  

w i t h  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in .  A l l  th e  s ta tes  o f  th e  w o r ld  w e re  u n i te d ,  

and th e r e fo r e ,  Su X iu  t ra v e l le d  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld  to  spread 

H e z o n g . T h e s e  s ta tes  a l l  reg a rd  i t  as th e i r  best a l l y ,  and  beg 

i t  to  d is p a tc h  t ro o p s  to  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  A g a in  I r is k e d  

m y  l i fe  s to p p in g  th a t .  A n d  f in a l l y  Su X iu  came back  f r o m  th e  

w e s t  w i t h  th e  n e w s  th a t  Q i  gave up  i t s  p la n  to  a t ta c k  W e i  as 

expec ted . I t  w as  n o t  th a t  I d id  n o t  k n o w  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  

is p o w e r fu l  and in f lu e n t ia l .  H o w e v e r ,  I  s t i l l  d id  i t ,  and  d id  i t  

f o r  you . ”
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Wenzi of W e i, T ian  Xu and Zhou Xiao Were Good Friends

T ia n  W e n  ( a lso  k n o w n  as L o r d  M e n g c h a n g ) ,  T ia n  X u  

and Z h o u  X ia o  w e re  good  f r ie n d s ,  and  th e y  w a n te d  to  ge t 

G o n g s u n  Y a n  in to  t r o u b le .  G o n g s u n  Y a n  w as  s ca re d ,  so he 

to ld  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ,  “ N o w  th e  o n ly  s ta te  th a t  

poses a th re a t  to  o u r  s ta te  is Q i .  T h e  k in g  o f  Q i  a lw a y s  takes  

T ia n  Y in g  ’ s adv ice. I f  yo u  w a n t  to  w in  o v e r  Q i ,  w h y  n o t  

in v i te  T ia n  W e n  ( T i a n  W e n  is th e  son o f  T ia n  Y in g )  here  and 

a p p o in t  h im  to  be p r im e  m in is te r  o f  o u r  s ta te?  H e  w i l l  

d e f in i t e ly  be c o m m it te d  to  lead ing  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  to  serve 

you . ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ F ine . ”  T h e n  he in v i te d  T ia n  W e n  and 

a p p o in te d  h im  to  be p r im e  m in is te r  o f  h is  s ta te . T h u s  

G o n g s u n  Y a n  w o n  o v e r  T ia n  W e n  and  m ade h im  t u r n  aga ins t 

T ia n  X u  and Z h o u  X iao .

The King o f Wei Sent Hui Shi to Chu

I 'he  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  w as  g o in g  to  send H u i  S h i to  

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and  G o n g s u n  Y a n  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  I n  o rd e r  

to  te s t  w h ic h  s ta te  w as  c lose r  to  W e i ,  th e  k in g  d e l ib e ra te ly  

had  th e  same n u m b e r  o f  ca rr iages  p re pa re d  fo r  th e  t w o  o f  

th e m . T h e n  H u i  Sh i sen t som eone to  C h u  f i r s t  and th e  m an  

a n n o u n c e d , “ ' I 'he  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  is g o in g  to  send 

G o n g s u n  Y a n  and  H u i  Sh i on  d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n s  to  Q i  and 

C h u  re s p e c t iv e ly .  In  o rd e r  to  te s t  w h ic h  s ta te  is c lose r  to  

W e i ,  th e  k in g  had th e  same n u m b e r  o f  ca rr iages  p re p a re d  fo r
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th e  t w o  o f  th e m . ”  A f t e r  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  hea rd  t h i s ,  he w e n t  

to  th e  s u b u rb s  to  w e lc o m e  H u i  S h i in  person.

King Hui M obilized the Masses o f His State

K in g  H u i  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i m o b i l iz e d  th e  masses o f  h is 

s ta te  and a p p o in te d  C ro w n  P r in c e  Shen  to  be C o m m a n d e r - in -  

C h ie f  to  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  A  g ue s t had a t a l k  w i t h  th e  

G ra n d  T u t o r  o f  C h i ld e  L i  and s a id , "  W h y  n o t  ask  th e  ch i ld e  

to  c ry  be fo re  th e  queen m o th e r  to  s to p  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  f r o m  

jo in in g  th e  a t ta c k in g  a rm y ?  I f  h is  adv ice  is ta k e n ,  th e  c ro w n  

p r in c e  w i l l  be g ra te fu l  to  h im .  I f  n o t ,  he w i l l  be e n th ro n e d  to  

be th e  n e x t  k in g .  T h e  c ro w n  p r in ce  is to o  y o u n g  to  be fa m i l ia r  

w i t h  tac t ics .  T ia n  Pan  is a v e ry  expe r ienced  g e n e ra l ,  and 

Sunz i is good  at tac t ics . C e r ta in ly  w e  w i l l  lose th e  w a r .  In  

th is  case, th e  c ro w n  p r in ce  w i l l  be ca p tu re d .  I f  th e  ch i lde  

re m o n s t ra te s  w i t h  th e  k in g  and h is  adv ice  is ta k e n ,  he w i l l  be 

re w a rd e d .  I f  h is  adv ice  is n o t  t a k e n , th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  w i l l  

d e f in i t e ly  lose th e  w a r ,  and th e r e fo r e ,  th e  c h i ld e  w i l l  be 

a p p o in te d  to  be c ro w n  p r in c e  h im s e l f .  A s  a r e s u l t , he w i l l  

d e f in i t e ly  be e n th ro n e d .  ”

Qi and Wei Engaged in Battle in M ating

T h e  t ro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  and those  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  

W e i  engaged in  b a t t le  in  M a l in g .  T h e  t ro o p s  o f  Q i  b a d ly  

de fea ted  th ose  o f  W e i , k i l le d  W e i ’ s c ro w n  p r in c e — S h e n ,  and 

a n n ih i la te d  a h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  so ld ie rs .  T h e  k in g  o f  W e i
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ca lled  in  H u i  Sh i and to ld  h im ,  “ T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i  is m y  e n e m y ,  

and I  w o n ’ t fo rg iv e  i t  t i l l  th e  end  o f  m y  l i fe .  A l t h o u g h  m y  

s ta te  is s m a l l ,  I  o f te n  t h in k  o f  d is p a tc h in g  a ll  m y  t ro o p s  to  

a t ta c k  Q i.  W h a t  do  yo u  t h i n k  a b o u t  th a t ? ”  H u i  S h i re p l ie d ,  

“ Y o u  s h o u ld  n o t  do  th a t .  I hea rd  th a t  a p e rson  ab le  to  u n i f y  

th e  w o r ld  and  become K in g  h im s e l f  k n o w s  h o w  to  s t ip u la te  

th e  c o r re c t  la w  to  g o v e rn  h is  peop le . A n d  a p e rson  ab le  to  

e s ta b l is h  one o f  th e  m o s t  p o w e r fu l  s ta tes  and becom e L o r d -  

p ro te c to r  h im s e l f  k n o w s  h o w  to  use c o r re c t  tac t ics . W h a t  you  

said is fa r  f r o m  these  t w o  ideas. Y o u  have been a t e n m ity  

w i t h  th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao . T h e n  yo u  fo u g h t  a w a r  a ga in s t  the  

s ta te  o f  Q i .  Y o u  los t  th e  w a r  due  to  lack  o f  a rm a m e n ts  b o th  

fo r  a t ta c k in g  and  fo r  d e fe n d in g .  H o w e v e r ,  yo u  are g o in g  to  

send a l l  y o u r  t ro o p s  to  a t ta c k  Q i  aga in . I  t h in k  i t  is u n w is e  to  

do  so. I f  yo u  re a l ly  w a n t  to  ta k e  revenge  on  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  i t  

w o u ld  be b e t te r  i f  yo u  change  y o u r  rob e  and condescend to  go 

to  Q i  ’ s c o u r t  y o u r s e l f  to  pay  hom ag e  to  i t s  k in g .  T h u s  the  

k in g  o f  C h u  w i l l  be vexed . T h e n  yo u  can send persuas ive  

speakers  to  C h u  to  d i re c t  i t  to  a t ta c k  Q i ,  and  C h u  w i l l  

d e f in i t e ly  d is p a tc h  t r o o p s  to  a t ta c k  Q i .  B y  a t ta c k in g  the  

e x h a u s te d  t r o o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  w i t h  th e  w e l l  res ted  t ro o p s  

o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u ,  th e  f o rm e r  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  be defeated. 

T h u s  yo u  can use C h u  to  d e s t ro y  Q i .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f  W e i  sa id ,  

“ E x c e l le n t .  ”  T h e n  he sent a m esse ng er  to  in f o r m  Q i  th a t  he 

w o u ld  n o m in a te  h im s e l f  as a c o u r t  o f f ic ia l  o f  Q i  and  go  to  Q i 

t o  pay  hom age  to  Q i ’ s k in g  in  person .

T ia n  Y in g  agreed. B u t  Z h a n g  C h o u  s a id ,  “ N o ,  w e  

s h o u ld  n o t  a l lo w  h im  to  do  so. W e  s h o u ld  de fea t W e i  and
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have W e i ’ s k in g  com e to  o u r  c o u r t  to  pay  h o m a g e ,  th e n  w e  

c o u ld  u n i te  w i t h  i t  to  a t ta c k  C hu .  W e  c o u ld  c e r ta in ly  defeat 

C h u  i f  t h is  w as  th e  case. H o w e v e r ,  w e  have de fea ted  W e i ,  

a n n ih i la te d  a h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs  and c a p tu re d  C ro w n  

P r in c e  Shen. N o w  w e  are  g o in g  to  reg a rd  th e  so ve re ig n  o f  

W e i ,  a s ta te  w i t h  te n  th o u s a n d  c h a r io ts ,  as one o f  o u r  c o u r t  

o f f ic ia ls  and  th e re fo re  pay  no  a t te n t io n  to  th e  s ta tes  o f  Q in  

and C h u .  T h e  sove re ig ns  o f  these  t w o  s ta tes  w i l l  be a n g ry .  

T h e  k in g  o f  C h u  is  v e ry  l i k e ly  to  ta ke  m i l i t a r y  a c t io n  and 

focus  on  g a in in g  a h ig h  re p u ta t io n .  T h e  s ta te  o f  C h u  w i l l  

p ro v e  to  be a b ig  t r o u b le  f o r  o u r  s ta te . ”  T ia n  Y in g  d i d n ’ t 

l is te n  to  h im .  H e  le t th e  k in g  o f  W e i  e n te r  Q i  and a lso  w e n t  

to  pay  respec t to  th e  k in g  o f  Q i  w i t h  h im  fo r  severa l t im es .

T h e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  cons ide red  th is  a d isg race . T h e  k in g  o f  

C h u  w a s  i ra te ,  so he led h is  t ro o p s  in  pe rson  to  a t ta c k  Q i.  

T h e  t r o o p s  o f  Z hao  jo in e d  h im  and th e y  b a d ly  de fea ted  th e  

t r o o p s  o f  Q i  in  X u z h o u .

Hui Shi Allied w ith Han and Wei

H u i  S h i t r ie d  to  a l l y  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  

w i t h  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  H e  sent M i n g , t h e  c ro w n  p r in c e  o f  W e i ,  

to  Q i  as a hostage . T h e  k in g  o f  W e i  m issed  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e ,  

so Z h u  C ang  sugges ted  to  th e  k in g ,  “ W h y  n o t  p re te n d  to  be 

i l l?  I  w i l l  adv ise  T ia n  Y in g  as f o l lo w s ;  ‘ L o o k ,  th e  k in g  o f  

W e i  is v e ry  o ld ,  and n o w  he is s ick . I t  w o u ld  be b e t te r  i f  you  

le t  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  r e tu r n  to  W e i.  T h u s  yo u  w i l l  do  th e m  a 

b ig  fa v o u r .  O th e r w is e ,  C h i ld e  G ao  is n o w  in  th e  s ta te  o f
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C h u ,  and C h u  w i l l  ca ll  h im  hack  and  e n th ro n e  h im .  I f  th is  is 

th e  case, you  w i l l  keep  a useless hos tage  and c o m m it  

u n r ig h te o u s  c o n d u c t .

Tian  Xu Was Appreciated by the King o f Wei Very Much

T ia n  X u  w as  app re c ia te d  v e ry  m u c h  b y  th e  k in g  o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  W e i.  H u i  S h i to ld  T i a n ,  “ P lease m ake  su re  th a t  you  

t re a t  th e  peop le  c lose to  th e  k in g  v e ry  w e l l .  R e g a rd in g  th e  

p la n t in g  o f  a spe n ,  i f  i t  is p la n te d  s id e lo n g ,  i t  can g ro w .  I f  i t  is 

p la n te d  ups ide  d o w n ,  i t  can g ro w .  I f  one  b re aks  a b ra n c h  and 

p la n ts  i t ,  i t  can a lso  g ro w .  S uppose  th e re  w e re  te n  people  

p la n t in g  a spe ns ,  b u t  one person  w as th e re  u p r o o t in g  the  

s e e d l in g s ,  none  o f  th e  aspens w o u ld  s u rv iv e .  H e n c e ,  i f  th e re  

w e re  as m a n y  as te n  peop le  p la n t in g  som e seed lings  w h ic h  can 

e as i ly  s u rv iv e ,  th e y  c o u ld n ’ t  o u td o  one p e rson  e n g a g in g  in 

u p ro o t in g  th e m . W h y ?  Because i t  is easy to  u p ro o t  th e  

seed lings  b u t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p la n t  th e m . N o w  a l th o u g h  yo u  are 

t r u s te d  and ch e r ish e d  v e ry  m u c h  b y  H is  M a je s t y ,  th e re  are 

m a n y  peop le  in te n d in g  to  ge t r id  o f  you . T h u s  yo u  w i l l  

d e f in i t e ly  f in d  y o u r s e l f  in  d ange r.  ”

Tian Xu Died

A f t e r  T ia n  X u  d ie d ,  Z hao  Y u  to ld  Su D a i ,  " T i a n  X u  has 

d ied . I am  a f ra id  th a t  e i th e r  Z h a n g  Y i ,  th e  lo rd  o f  X u e  o r  

G o n g s u n  Y a n  w i l l  be a p p o in te d  to  be th e  n ew  p r im e  m in is te r  

o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  ”  Su Dai s a id ,  “ T h e n  w h o m  do you  p re fe r
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to  be th e  n e w  p r im e  m in is te r ? ”  Z hao  Y u  s a id , “ I hope  th a t  

th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  can ta k e  th is  pos t h im s e l f .  ”  Su Dai s a id ,  

“ P lease le t  m e  go  to  th e  n o r th  to  see th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  

W e i ,  and I assure  yo u  th a t  he w i l l  a p p o in t  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  to  

be th e  n e w  p r im e  m in is te r .  ” Z hao  Y u  a s k e d ,  " H o w  can you 

do  th a t ? ”  Su D a i s a id ,  “ S uppose  yo u  w e re  th e  k in g  o f  W e i ,  

and  let m e  c o n s u l t  w i t h  you . ”  Z hao  Y u  a s k e d ,  " H o w  w i l l  you  

persuade  m e ? ”  Su D a i r e p i le d ,  “ 1 ju s t  came f r o m  th e  s ta te  o f  

C h u  and s o m e th in g  w o r r ie d  Z hao  Y u  v e ry  m uch .  1 asked  h im ,  

‘ W h a t  w o r r ie s  y o u ? ’ H e  s a id ,  ‘ T ia n  X u  has d ied. I  am  a fra id  

th a t  e i th e r  Z h a n g  Y i ,  th e  lo rd  o f  X u e  o r  G o n g s u n  Y a n  w i l l  be 

a p p o in te d  to  be th e  n e w  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  ’ I 

s a id ,  ‘ D o n ’ t  w o r r y .  T h e  k in g  o f  W e i  is a sens ib le  sove re ign . 

H e  c e r ta in ly  w o n  ’ t  a p p o in t  Z h a n g  Y i  to  be th e  n e w  p r im e  

m in is te r .  I f  Z h a n g  Y i  is a p p o in te d  to  be th e  n e w  p r im e  

m in is t e r ,  he w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  p u t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  ahead o f  the  

s ta te  o f  W e i.  I f  th e  lo rd  o f  X u e  is a p p o in te d  to  th is  p o s t ,  he 

w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  p u t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  ahead o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  I f  

G o n g s u n  Y a n  is a p p o in te d ,  he w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  p u t  th e  s ta te  o f  

H a n  ahead o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  T h e  k in g  o f  W e i  is a sens ib le  

sove re ign . C e r ta in ly  he w o n ’ t  a p p o in t  a ny  o f  these  peop le  to  

be th e  n e w  p r im e  m in is te r .  ’ I c o n t in u e d ,  ‘ N o t h in g  c o u ld  be 

b e t te r  th a n  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  ta k in g  th is  p os t  h im s e l f .  N o w  

these  th re e  pe rson s  w i l l  a l l  t h in k  th a t  th e  c ro w n  p r in ce  w o n ’ t 

h o ld  th is  p o s i t io n  f o r  good. S o ,  in  o rd e r  to  o b ta in  th is

p o s i t io n ,  th e y  w i l l  c o n c e n tra te  on  lea d in g  th e i r  s ta tes  to  serve

W e i.  A s  p o w e r fu l  and s t r o n g  as th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  is ,  i t  w i l l

n o w  be s u p p o r te d  b y  th re e  b ig  s ta tes  w i t h  ten  th o u s a n d
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c h a r io ts  each. W e i  ’ s s e c u r i t y  w i l l  s u re ly  be g ua ran teed . 

T h a t ’ s w h y  I sa id  n o th in g  c o u ld  be b e t te r  th a n  th e  c ro w n  

p r in c e  ta k in g  th is  p o s i t io n  h im s e l f .  So Su D a i w e n t  to  th e  

n o r th  to  m eet th e  k in g  o f  W e i  and to ld  h im  a b o u t  the

s i tu a t io n .  So th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  to o k  th e  pos t h im s e l f  as

expec ted .

Q in Called in Lord X in ’ an ,the  Prime M in ister o f Wei

T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w a n te d  to  in v i te  L o r d  X i n ’ a n ,  th e  p r im e  

m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ,  b u t  L o r d  X i n ’ an d i d n ’ t w a n t  to  

go. O n  th e  l o r d ’ s b e h a l f ,  Su Dai w e n t  to  c o n s u l t  w i t h  th e  

k in g  o f  Q in  and s a id ,  “ I heard  th a t  lo y a l  peop le  d o n ’ t  b u i ld  

c l iq u e s ,  and th a t  peop le  w h o  b u i ld  up  c l iqu es  m u s t  be

d is lo y a l .  N o w  I  w a n t  yo u  to  g ive  m e a chance to  te l l  you  m y

th o u g h ts .  A n y w a y ,  I  d o n ’ t  w a n t  to  be sentenced  to  dea th  

because o f  d is lo y a l t y ,  so p lease co ns ide r  i t  c a re fu l ly .  Y o u  a rc  

g o in g  to  send som eone to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  to  a d m in is te r  

g o v e rn m e n t  a f fa i r s  and th u s  co n s o l id a te  t ies  w i t h  i t .  B u t  I  am 

a f ra id  th a t  y o u r  re la t io n s  w i t h  W e i  w i l l  d e te r io ra te  f u r t h e r .  

B y  d o in g  s o ,  y o u  w a n t  to  p u t  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  u n d e r  th re a t .  

B u t  I  am  a f ra id  th a t  Z hao  w i l l  becom e m o re  p o w e r fu l  ins tead. 

T h e  k in g  o f  W e i  che r ishes  L o r d  X in  ’ an v e ry  m u c h .  H e  

c o ns ide rs  h im  b o th  in t e l l ig e n t  and capab le  and th e re fo re  has 

a p p o in te d  h im  to  a v e ry  im p o r ta n t  p o s i t io n .  O b v io u s ly  he 

fears  th e  p o w e r fu l  Q in .  N o w  i f  W e i  re fuses  to  a p p o in t  any  

im p o r ta n t  p o s i t io n  to  a person  yo u  re c o m m e n d ,  i t  is o f  no  use 

y o u r  s e nd in g  a n y b o d y  th e re .  I f  W e i  agrees to  e m p lo y  h im .
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th e  k in g  o f  W e i  m u s t  d is m is s  a be loved  one f r o m  o f f ic e  and  be 

fo rce d  to  use som eone  he fears  and  hates. T h is  w i l l  m ake  h im  

v e ry  n e rvo u s .  A n d  i t  is a lso  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  L o r d  X i n ’ an to  q u i t  

th is  p o w e r fu l  p o s i t io n  o f  a s ta te  w i t h  te n  th o u s a n d  ch a r io ts .  I f  

you  m ake  a so ve re ig n  feel uneasy  and a p r im e  m in is te r  be 

fo rce d  to  do  u naccep tab le  t h in g s ,  i t  is v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  to  

m a in ta in  good  re la t io n s .  T h a t  ’ s w h y  I w o r r y  th a t  y o u r  

re la t io n s  w i t h  W e i  w i l l  d e te r io ra te  f u r t h e r .  M o r e o v e r ,  i f  L o rd  

X i n ’ an is d ism issed  f r o m  o f f i c e ,  th e  a d v is o rs  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  

Z hao  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  say , ‘ I f  w e  e s ta b l is h  good  re la t io n s  w i t h  

Q in ,  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  send h is  be loved  ones here 

to  g o v e rn  o u r  s ta te . In  th is  case, i f  th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao 

s u rv iv e s ,  w e  w i l l  com e to  a s t i c k y  end. A n d  i f  th e  s ta te  o f  

Z hao  is sa fe ,  w e  w i l l  be in  d ange r.  ’ T h e r e fo r e ,  th e  leaders 

w i l l  dec ide  to  f i g h t  a b lo o d y  w a r ,  and th e  su b jec ts  w i l l  de fend  

th e m  b i t t e r l y .  T h a t ’ s w h y  I  w o r r y  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  w i l l  

become m o re  p o w e r fu l .

“ D o  yo u  re a l ly  w a n t  to  co n s o l id a te  th e  re la t io n s  w i t h  W e i  

and  p u t  Z hao  u n d e r  th re a t?  T h e n  y o u ’ d b e t te r  le t  L o r d  X in  ’ 

an m a in ta in  h is  pos t as w e l l  as c o n fe r  an h o n o u ra b le  t i t l e  on  

h im .  T h u s ,  i f  L o r d  X i n ’ an s u b m its  to  y o u ,  h is  s ta te  w i l l  be 

safe and he h im s e l f  can a lso  be he ld  in  h ig h  rep u te .  I f  he 

t u r n s  a ga in s t  y o u , h is  s ta te  w i l l  be in  d a n g e r  and he h im s e l f  

w i l l  lose p o w e r  too . T h e r e fo r e ,  b y  s u b m i t t i n g  to  y o u ,  no t 

o n ly  can L o r d  X i n ’ an serve  h is  o w n  so ve re ig n  l o y a l l y , b u t  he 

can a lso b e n e f i t  t r e m e n d o u s ly .  So he w i l l  do  h is  best to  serve 

you . A n d  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  a d m in is te r in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  w i l l  

c e r ta in ly  s a y ,  ‘ L o o k ,  L o r d  X i n ’ a n ’ s f a m i ly  b a c k g ro u n d  is n o t
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as in f lu e n t ia l  as o u r s ,  and  b is  f ie f  is n o t  as la rg e  as o u rs .  

H o w e v e r ,  he leads H a n  and W e i  to  serve  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  

and Q in  che r ishes  h im  v e ry  m u c h .  B y  d o in g  so , he has n o t  

o n ly  sa fegua rded  h is  s ta te ,  b u t  a lso  ga ined  a h ig h  re p u ta t io n .  

N o w  i f  w e  c o n f ro n t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  o u r  m i l i t a r y  fo rce s  w i l l  

becom e Q in  ’ s t a rg e t ,  and o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be w e a ken ed  and 

u n d e r  severe th re a t .  T h is  is n o t  a c o r re c t  p o l ic y .  B e ing  at 

e n m i t y  w i t h  o th e r  s ta tes  and caus ing  dam age w i t h i n  o u r  s ta te  

is  n o t  a good  th in g .  ’ T h e y  w i l l  feel s o r r y  f o r  t h e i r  p re v io u s  

c o n d u c t  and  a lso re g re t  th e i r  m is ta ke s .  In  th e  hope  o f  g a in in g  

m o re  b e n e f i t  , th e y  w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  cede a lo t  o f  land  to  w in  you  

o ve r .  T h u s  w i t h o u t  e x e r t in g  a ny  e f f o r t ,  yo u  can ga in  

t e r r i t o r y  and b e n e f i t  y o u rs e l f .  E v e n  Y a o  and S h u n  c o u ld  no t 

ach ieve  th is .  I hope  yo u  w i l l  c o n s id e r  i t .  ”

Qin and Chu Attacked W ei and Besieged Pishi

T h e  a l l ied  fo rces  o f  th e  s ta tes  o f  Q in  and C h u  a t ta cked  

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  and  besieged P ish i.  O n  b e h a l f  o f  W e i ,  

som eone  had a t a l k  w i t h  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  and  s a id ,  “ I f  Q in  and 

C h u  de fea t W e i ,  th e  k in g  o f  W e i  w i l l  fea r  th a t  h is  s ta te  m ig h t  

be d e s tro y e d .  T h e r e fo r e ,  he w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  seek to  e s ta b l is h  

t ies  w i t h  Q in .  W h y  n o t  b e t ra y  Q in  and jo in  th e  k in g  o f  W e i?  

T h e n  th e  k in g  o f  W e i  w i l l  become h a p p y  and w i l l  send th e  

c ro w n  p r in c e  here  as a hostage . I f  th is  is th e  case, Q in  w i l l  be 

a f ra id  th a t  i t  m ig h t  lose C h u ,  so i t  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  cede some 

c i t ie s  and  to w n s  to  you . T h e n  i t  is a lso  p oss ib le  fo r  yo u  to  

u n i te  w i t h  i t  to  inva de  W e i  aga in . ”  T h e  k in g  o f  C h u  sa id ,
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“ F ine . ”  T h e n  he b e tra y e d  Q in  and  jo in e d  W e i.  W e i  sent i ts  

c ro w n  p r in c e  to  C hu .

Q in  w a s  f r ig h te n e d  . I t  p ro m is e d  to  cede some t e r r i t o r y  to  

C h u  and w a n te d  to  a t ta c k  W e i  w i t h  C h u  aga in . C h u  L i j i  w as 

so angered  th a t  he w a n te d  to  a l ly  w i t h  W e i  to  a t ta c k  C hu . 

H o w e v e r ,  he feared  th a t  W e i  m ig h t  re fuse  to  do  so because 

i t s  c r o w n  p r in c e  w as  s t i l l  in  C h u .  O n  C h u  L i j i ’ s b e h a l f ,  

som eone  had a ta lk  w i t h  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  and s a id ,  “ C h u  L i j i ,  

y o u r  in f e r io r  s e rv in g  in  a n o th e r  s ta te ,  has sent m e here 

u r g e n t l y  to  co nve y  th is  m essage ; ‘ T h e  so ve re ig n  o f  o u r  s ta te  

w a n ts  to  cede som e t e r r i t o r y  to  y o u ,  b u t  he dare  n o t  do  so 

because th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  o f  W e i  is s t i l l  in  C h u .  I f  yo u  send 

h im  b a c k ,  I w i l l  g ive  yo u  th e  t e r r i t o r y  and re -e s ta b l is h  good  

re la t io n s  b e tw e e n  Q in  and  C h u ,  so th a t  w e  can im m e d ia te ly  

invade  W e i  to g e th e r .  T h e  k in g  o f  C h u  s a id ,  “ I a g r e e . "  

T h e n  he sent W e i ’ s c ro w n  p r in ce  back . Q in  th e n  a l l ie d  i ts  

fo rces  w i t h  th o s e  o f  W e i  to  a t ta c k  C hu . 1037

Pang Cong and the Crown Prince o f Wei Stayed in Handan  

as Hostages

Pang  C o n g  and  th e  c ro w n  p r in ce  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  w e re  

a b o u t  to  leave fo r  th e  ca p i ta l  o f  H a n d a n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao  to  

serve  as hos tages. B e fo re  th e y  l e f t ,  Pang  C o n g  w e n t  to  say 

g o o d -b y e  to  th e  k in g  and s a id ,  " I f  so m e b o d y  said th e re  w as  a 

t ig e r  in  th e  m a r k e t ,  w o u ld  you  be l ieve  i t ? ”  " N o . ’’ " I f  tw o  

peop le  sa id  th e re  w as  a t ig e r  in  th e  m a r k e t ,  w o u ld  yo u  be l ieve  

i t ? ’’ “ I  w o u ld  d o u b t  i t .  ” “ I f  th re e  peop le  said th e re  w as  a t ig e r
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in  th e  m a r k e t , w o u ld  yo u  be l ieve  i t ? ”  " I  w o u ld  be l ieve  i t . ”  

Pang  C o n g  s a id ,  “ O b v io u s ly  th e re  is no  t ig e r  in  th e  m a rk e t .  

H o w e v e r ,  i f  th e re  w e re  th re e  peop le  s a y in g  th e re  w as  a t ig e r  

in  th e  m a r k e t ,  yo u  w o u ld  be l ieve  i t .  H a n d a n  is fa r  f r o m  here. 

H o w e v e r ,  th e re  c o u ld  be m o re  th a n  th re e  peop le  s p ea k in g  i l l  

o f  m e  here. I hope  th a t  you  w i l l  re m e m b e r  th is .  ”  I 'he  k in g  

s a id ,  “ 1 u n d e r s ta n d . ”  A f t e r  Pang  C o n g  le f t  f o r  H a n d a n ,  

s lan de rs  a rose a ga in s t h im .  A f t e r  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e ’ s te rm  as 

a hos tage  e x p i re d ,  P ang  C o n g  w as n o t  reca lled .

Wei Y ing , the King o f W e i, Invited Some Sovereigns for a 

D rin k  at Fantai

W e i Y i n g ,  a lso  k n o w n  as K in g  H u i  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ,  

once in v i te d  som e sove re ig ns  to  d r in k  som e w in e  at F an ta i.  

W h e n  th e  b an qu e t a tm o s p h e re  reached i ts  z e n i th ,  K in g  H u i  

asked D u k e  G o n g , t h e  so ve re ig n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  L u , t o  p ropose  

a toas t .  D u k e  G o n g  s to o d  u p ,  le f t  h is  seat and said 

d e l ib e ra te ly ,  “ P r e v io u s ly ,  Y i  D i , t h e  d a u g h te r  o f  G o d ,b r e w e d  

some lu sc io u s  w in e  and p resen ted  i t  to  Y u .  Y u  d ra n k  i t  and 

th o u g h t  i t  w as  v e ry  good. So he es tra ng e d  Y i  D i and  re fused  

to  d r i n k  a n y  lu sc io u s  w in e  f r o m  th e n  on. H e  s a id ,  ‘ In  la te r  

t im e s ,  th e re  w i l l  be som e sove re ig ns  lea d in g  th e i r  s ta tes  to  

r u in  because o f  th e i r  love  fo r  lu sc io u s  w in e .  ’ D u k e  H u a n  o f  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  d i d n ’ t  w a n t  to  eat a n y th in g  at m id n ig h t .  Y i  Y a  

concoc ted  a l l  k in d s  o f  f la v o u rs ,  m ade  som e v e ry  d e l ic io u s  food  

and p re sen te d  i t  to  th e  d uke . D u k e  H u a n  e n joye d  i t  and ate 

t i l l  he w as  fu l l .  T h e n  he fe l l  asleep and c o u ld n ’ t  ge t up  the
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n e x t  m o rn in g .  H e  s a id ,  ’ I n  la te r  t im e s ,  th e re  w i l l  be some 

so ve re ig n s  lead ing  t h e i r  s ta tes  to  r u in  because o f  th e i r  love  fo r  

d e l ic io u s  food . ’ A f t e r  D u k e  W e n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  J in  o b ta ine d  

N a n  Z h iw e i ,  he d i d n ’ t  h o ld  c o u r t  to  m anage  g o v e rn m e n t  

a f fa i r s  fo r  th re e  days. T h e n  he pushed  N an  Z h iw e i  as ide and 

e s tra ng e d  her. H e  s a id ,  ‘ In  la te r  t im e s ,  th e re  w i l l  be some 

sove re ig ns  lea d in g  th e i r  s ta tes  to  r u in  because o f  th e i r  love  fo r  

b e a u t i fu l  w o m e n .  ’ O nce  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  m o u n te d  the  

Q ia n g ta i  P la t f o r m  to  v ie w  M o u n t  W u .  H e  en joyed  the  

scene ry  o f  th e  X ia n g j ia n g  R iv e r  on  th e  le f t  side and th a t  o f  th e  

D o n g t in g  L a k e  on  th e  r ig h t  s ide. H e  w as so e n tran ce d  w i t h  

th e  b e a u t i fu l  scene ry  th a t  he even le f t  l i fe  o r  d ea th  in 

o b l iv io n .  T h e n  he m ade  a v o w  on  th e  p la t f o r m  and p ro m is e d  

th a t  he w o u ld  n eve r  m o u n t  i t  aga in . H e  s a id ,  ‘ In  la te r  t im e s ,  

th e re  m u s t  be som e sove re ig ns  lead ing  th e i r  s ta te s  to  r u in  

because o f  t h e i r  love  f o r  h ig h  p la t fo rm s  and h ug e  ponds. 

N o w  th e  p o w e r  o f  Y o u r  M a je s ty  is s o m e w h a t  th e  same as the  

lu s c io u s  w in e  m ade  b y  Y i  D i.  T h e  case o f  Y o u r  M a je s ty  is 

s o m e w h a t  th e  same as th e  d e l ic io u s  food  m ade b y  Y i  Y a .  Y o u  

are accom pan ied  b y  Bai T a i  on  th e  le f t  s ide and L u  X u  on  the  

r ig h t .  T h e y  are s o m e w h a t  th e  same as th e  p r e t t y  N a n  Z h iw e i .  

Y o u  a lso  have J ia l in  in  th e  f r o n t  and  L a n ta i  at th e  rea r. T h e y  

a re  s o m e w h a t  th e  same as th e  Q ia n g ta i  P la t fo rm .  A m o n g  

these a fo re m e n t io n e d  fo u r  fa c to rs ,  i f  yo u  possess a ny  one  o f  

t h e m ,  yo u  w i l l  lose y o u r  s ta te . N o w  yo u  possess th e  f o u r  o f  

th e m  at th e  same t im e .  I s n ’ t th a t  d a n g e ro u s ? ”  K in g  H u i  

p ra ised  h is  w o r d s  and  w a rn e d  h is  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  to  m a in ta in  

u tm o s t  v ig i lan ce .
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Book 24

The Third Volume on Wei

Qin United w ith Zhao to Attack Wei

T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  u n i te d  w i t h  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  to  a t ta c k  

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ,  and  th e  k in g  o f -W e i  w o r r ie d  a b o u t  i t .  M a n g  

M a o  s a id ,  “ Y o u r  M a je s t y ,  p lease d o n ’ t  w o r r y .  P lease le t  m e 

send Z h a n g  Y i  to  i n f o r m  th e  k in g  o f  Z hao  as f o l lo w s ;  ‘ A s  fo r  

th e  re g io n  o f  Y e ,  I c a nn o t  m a in ta in  i t  a n y w a y .  I f  Y o u r  

M a je s t y  d o n ’ t a l ly  w i t h  Q in  to  a t ta c k  W e i ,  p lease le t  me 

p re s e n t  yo u  w i t h  th e  re g io n  o f  Ye.

T h e  k in g  o f  Z hao  w as  v e ry  h a p p y ,  so he ca lled  in  th e  

p r im e  m in is te r  and issued an o rd e r  to  h i m : “ In  o rd e r  to  m ake  

m e c u t  o f f  o u r  t ies  w i t h  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  th e  k in g  o f  W e i  has 

o f fe re d  m e  th e  re g io n  o f  Ye . ”  T h e  p r im e  m in is te r  s a id ,  “ I f  we 

a l l y  w i t h  Q in  to  a t ta c k  W e i ,  w e  can m e re ly  ta k e  o v e r  Ye . 

N o w  w e  can o b ta in  Y e  w i t h o u t  t a k in g  m i l i t a r y  a c t ion .  Please 

agree  w i t h  W e i.  ”  T h e n  Z h a n g  Y i  to ld  th e  k in g  o f  Z h a o ,  “ T h e  

o f f ic e r  in  charge  o f  h a n d in g  o v e r  Y e  has a lre a d y  been there . 

W h a t  w i l l  Y o u r  M a je s ty  do  f o r  us in  r e t u r n ? ”  A s  a r e s u l t ,  the  

k in g  o f  Z hao  o rd e re d  to  c lose th e  b o rd e r  and  c u t  o f f  re la t io n s  

w i t h  Q in .  T h e r e fo r e ,  Q in  and Z hao  became v e ry  h o s t i le  

to w a rd s  each o th e r .

M a n g  M a o  a nsw e re d  th e  e m is s a ry  o f  Z h a o ,  “ T h e  m a in  

t h in g  o u r  s ta te  w i l l  do  is to  d e fe nd  th e  re g io n  o f  Y e  at any  

cost. In  re g a rd  to  ced ing  Y e  to  y o u r  s ta te ,  i t  m u s t  have been
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a t r i c k  p layed  b y  o u r  m e s s e n g e r ,  and  I  k n o w  n o th in g  a bo u t  

th a t .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Zhao  feared  th a t  W e i  m ig h t  ta ke  occas ion  

to  u n i te  w i t h  Q in  s ince Q in  w as  s t i l l  fu r io u s  w i t h  Zhao. So he 

ceded f ive  c i t ies  to  w in  o v e r  W e i  and th u s  b u i ld  up  an a l l ian ce  

to  c o n f ro n t  Q in .

M ang M ao Had a T a lk  w ith Q in ’ s King

M a n g  M a o  had a t a lk  w i t h  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in

and s a id ,  “  N o n e  o f  Y o u r  M a j e s t y ’ s s ch o la rs  can jo in  o th e r  

s ta te s ’ g o v e rn m e n ts  and  w o r k  fo r  yo u  as p ro v o c a te u rs .  I 

hea rd  th a t  a w is e  so ve re ig n  w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  re s o r t  to  us ing  

p ro v o c a te u rs  w h e n  ta k in g  b ig  ac t ions . W h a t  Y o u r  M a je s ty  

w a n t  a re  th e  areas o f  C h a n g y a n g ,  W a n g w u  and L u o l in .  I f  

Y o u r  M a je s t y  can le t m e  he S i tu  ( r e fe r r in g  to  th e  t i t l e  o f  a 

pos t in  charge  o f  a d m in is te r in g  c iv i l  a f f a i r s )  o f  th e  s ta te  o f

W e i , I can m ake  W e i  cede these areas to  you . ”  T h e  k in g  o f

Q in  s a id , “ V e r y  good. ”  T h e n  he a p p o in te d  M a n g  M a o  to  be 

S i tu  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.

M a n g  M a o  to ld  th e  k in g  o f  W e i ,  “  Y o u r  M a je s ty  is 

w o r r y in g  a b o u t  th e  sa fe ty  o f  S h an g d i.  W h a t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  

w a n ts  are th e  areas o f  C h a n g y a n g ,  W a n g w u  and L u o l in .  I f  

Y o u r  M a je s t y  p re sen t these  areas to  Q in ,S h a n g d i  w i l l  be free 

f r o m  th re a t .  T h e n  w e  can ta ke  occas ion  to  ask  Q in  to  send 

t ro o p s  to  th e  east to  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  C e r ta in ly  w e  can 

e n la rge  o u r  t e r r i t o r y  to  a g re a t  e x te n t .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f  W e i  

s a id ,  “ V e r y  good . ”  T h e n  he p resen ted  th ose  areas to  Q in .

Severa l m o n th s  a f te r  th ose  areas w e re  ceded to  Q i n ,  Q in
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h a d n ’ t sent t r o o p s  as p ro m is e d .  T h e  k in g  o f  W e i  asked M a n g  

M a o ,  “ N o w  w e  have ceded th ose  areas to  Q in  severa l m o n th s  

a g o ,  h u t  i t  s t i l l  h a s n ’ t sent i ts  t ro o p s .  W h y ? ”  M a n g  M a o  

s a id ,  “ I  w o u ld  be sentenced  to  d ea th  because o f  such an 

e r ro r .  N o w ,  i f  I  am  sentenced  to  d e a th ,  Q in  w i l l  go  back  on  

i t s  w o r d ,  and yo u  w o n ’ t have  a n y  m eans to  dem an d  th e  land. 

I f  Y o u r  M a je s ty  a bso lve  m e ,  I  w i l l  u rg e  Q in  to  keep  i ts  

w o rd .  ”

' I 'h en  M a n g  M a o  w e n t  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  had a t a l k  

w i t h  th e  k in g  and s a id ,  “ T h e  reason  th a t  W e i  has ceded 

C h a n g y a n g ,  W a n g w u  and  L u o l in  l ies  in  th e  fac t  th a t  i t  hopes 

th a t  Y o u r  M a je s ty  m ig h t  agree to  d is p a tc h  t r o o p s  to  th e  east 

to  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  H o w e v e r ,  those  areas have been 

ceded to  y o u ,  b u t  th e  t ro o p s  o f  Q in  s t i l l  h a v e n ’ t  m oved . F o r  

t h i s ,  I s h o u ld  be sentenced  to  dea th .  M o r e o v e r ,  scho la rs  

f r o m  th e  s ta tes  loca ted  east o f  M o u n t  X ia o  w i l l  n o t  serve  Y o u r  

M a je s ty  in  fu tu re .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  w as  scared and s a id ,  

" M y  s ta te  has some p ro b le m s .  T h a t ’ s w h y  I  h a v e n ’ t  fo u n d  

th e  t im e  to  d is p a tc h  m y  t ro o p s .  I  w i l l  send th e m  to  f o l lo w  you  

im m e d ia te ly .  ”  T e n  days  la t e r ,  th e  t r o o p s  o f  Q in  w e re  sent. 

M a n g  M a o  c o m m a n d e d  th e  a l l ie d  fo rce s  b u i l t  b y  Q in  and  W e i  

to  m a rc h  to w a rd s  th e  east to  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  and 

occup ied  t w e n t y - t w o  o f  i ts  coun t ies .

Qin Defeated Wei in Hua and Forced M ang M ao to Flee

T h e  t ro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  de fea ted  th o s e  o f  th e  s ta te  

o f  W e i  in  H u a ,  fo rced  M a n g  M a o  to  f lee  and  besieged th e
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ca p i ta l  o f  L ia n g .  O n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W ei#  X u  G u  had a 

ta lk  w i t h  M a r q u is  R a n g  ( o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i n )  and s a id ,  “ I 

hea rd  th a t  b o th  th e  h ig h - r a n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  and c lose 

re la t iv e s  o f  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  have to ld  h im ,  

‘ P r e v io u s ly ,  K in g  H u i  a t ta c k e d  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  and 

de fea ted  Z h a o ’ s t r o o p  in  S an l iang . U n d e r  h is  le a d e rs h ip ,  a 

h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs  occup ied  H a n d a n .  H o w e v e r ,  Zhao 

d i d n ’ t  cede a ny  land  and reo ccup icd  H a n d a n .  T h e  t ro o p s  o f  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  a t ta c k e d  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  k i l le d  Z iz h i  and 

occup ied  th e  f o rm e r  c a p i ta l— Ji. H o w e v e r ,  Y a n  d i d n ’ t cede 

a ny  land  and  reoccup ied  Ji. T h e  reason th a t  Y a n  and  Zhao  

c o u ld  m a in ta in  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  and p o w e r fu l  m i l i t a r y  fo rc e s ,  

and m anaged  n o t  to  cede a n y  lan d  to  o th e r  s ta tes  is th a t  th e y  

c o u ld  o ve rco m e  a l l  d i f f i c u l t ie s  and de fe nd  th e i r  t e r r i t o r y  

s to ic a l ly .  T h e  s ta tes  o f  S ong  and Z h o n g s h a n  su f fe re d  severa l 

in v a s io n s  and ceded t e r r i t o r y  to  e n e m y  s ta tes  e v e ry  t im e  th e y  

w e re  de fea ted . A s  a r e s u l t ,  these  t w o  s ta tes  w e re  ru in e d .  I 

t h in k  w e  can fo l lo w  th e  e x a m p le  o f  Y a n  and Z hao  and  neve r  

repeat th e  c o n d u c t  o f  Song  and  Z h o n g s h a n . T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  

is v e ry  c o v e to u s ,  t y ra n n ic a l  and ru th le s s .  I t  has encroached  

on  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ,  ta k e n  o v e r  a l l  th e  t e r r i t o r y  W e i  occup ied  

f r o m  J in ,  w o n  th e  w a r  in  Baoz i and  seized e ig h t  coun t ies .  

B e fo re  i t  to o k  o v e r  a l l  these a re as ,  i t  sent t r o o p s  to  invade  

o th e r  p laces aga in . H o w  can Q i n ’ s end less  c u p id i t y  be 

sa t is f ied ?  R e c e n t ly ,  Q in  has fo rce d  M a n g  M a o  to  flee to  

a n o th e r  p lace and  ta k e n  o v e r  o u r  n o r th e r n  land . I t  n o t  o n ly  

w ish e s  to  o ccu p y  L ia n g ,  b u t  a lso  w a n ts  to  fo rc e  Y o u r  M a je s ty  

to  cede m o re  t e r r i t o r y .  P lease d o n ’ t  l is te n  to  i t .  N o w  i f  you
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t u r n  a g a in s t  C h u  and Z hao  and m a k e  peace w i t h  Q in ,  C h u  and 

Z hao  w i l l  be vexed  and th e re fo re  w i l l  v ie  w i t h  you  in  w in n in g  

o v e r  Q in .  Q in  w i l l  a lso  accep t th e m . I f  Q in  u n i te s  w i t h  C hu  

and Z hao  and sends a l l ie d  fo rces  to  a t ta c k  you  a g a in ,  you
4

w o n ’ t be ab le  to  s to p  y o u r  s ta te  f r o m  b e in g  defeated . I hope 

th a t  yo u  w o n ’ t  m a k e  peace w i t h  Q in .  O th e r w is e ,  i f  yo u  d o ,  

p lease m a k e  su re  th a t  yo u  o n ly  cede a s m a l l  a m o u n t  o f  land  

and a lso  ask Q in  to  send i t s  c ro w n  p r in c e  here  as a hostage. 

O th e r w is e ,  i t  w i l l  dece ive you . ’ T h a t ’ s w h a t  I have heard  

f r o m  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ,  so I hope th a t  yo u  w i l l  ta ke  th is  in to  

se r iou s  c o n s id e ra t io n .

“ I t  is said in  Z h o u s h u ,  ‘ F a te  is u n p re d ic ta b le .  ’ T h is  

m eans  th a t  one c a nn o t  a lw a y s  re s o r t  to  lu c k .  In  reg a rd  to  

y o u r  v i c to r y  in  H u a  and ta k in g  o v e r  th ose  e ig h t  c o u n t ie s ,  

these  a ch ie ve m e n ts  w e re  n o t  a ccom p l ishe d  because y o u r  

m i l i t a r y  fo rces  are e x c e l le n t  and fo rm id a b le ,  n o r  can th e y  be 

a t t r ib u t e d  to  y o u r  o w n  tac t ics .  M o s t l y  i t  is p u re  lu c k .  Y o u  

have fo rced  M a n g  M a o  to  f lee  to  a n o th e r  p lace and ta k e n  o v e r  

th e  n o r th e r n  la n d ,  and  yo u  are p la n n in g  to  a t ta c k  th e  ca p ita l  

o f  L ia n g ,  because yo u  t h i n k  th a t  yo u  can a lw a y s  re s o r t  to  

lu c k .  Л  w ise  person  is n o t  th e  same. I  heard  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  

W e i  is a b o u t  to  d is p a tc h  a ll  i ts  best o f f ic e rs  and m en  to  de fend  

th e  ca p i ta l  o f  L ia n g .  A l t o g e t h e r  I t h in k  th e y  are  no  less th a n  

th re e  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d . I f  a seven-rezz-ta l l  p ro te c t iv e  w a l l  is 

de fended  b y  th re e  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  o f f ic e rs  and m e n ,  even i f  

peop le  l ik e  T a n g  and K in g  W u  came back  to  l i f e ,  th e y  co u ld  

no t  de fea t th is  c i t y  eas i ly .  I f  yo u  are  d e te rm in e d  to  s im p ly  

b e t ra y  th e  t ro o p s  o f  C h u  and Z h a o , a t t a c k  a c i t y  p ro te c te d  b y  a
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s e v e n -r^ w -ta ll p ro te c t iv e  w a ll and  c o n fro n t a d e fe n d in g  a rm y  

c o n s is t in g  o f  th re e  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  o ff ic e rs  and  m e n , I  d o n ’ 

t th in k  th e re  has been a ny  p re ced en t o f  th is  k in d  s ince  the  

b e g in n in g  o f th e  w o r ld .  I f  yo u  fa i l  to  de fe a t th e m , y o u r  

tro o p s  w i l l  becom e e x h a u s te d , Y in  w i l l  he o u t o f  y o u r  

c o n t r o l , and  th e re fo re  a ll y o u r  fo rm e r  e n d ea vou rs  w i l l  re s u lt  

in  fa ilu re . N o w  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i is  s t i l l  h e s ita n t,  so yo u  can 

w in  it  o v e r b y  ce d in g  a s m a ll area to  it .  P lease do  so 

im m e d ia te ly  b e fo re  th e  a llie d  fo rce s  o f  C h u  and Z hao  a pp ro ach  

th e  c a p ita l o f  L ia n g . S ince  W e i h a s n ’ t m ade a f in a l d e c is io n , 

i f  you  o f fe r  to  cede som e lan d  and th u s  m ake  peace w ith  i t ,  it  

w i l l  d e f in ite ly  agree  w i th  yo u . T h u s  yo u  w i l l  rea lize  y o u r  o w n  

goa l as w e ll.  I f  th is  is  th e  case , C h u  and Z hao  w i l l  be a n g ry  

w ith  W e i because i t  has ta k e n  th e  lead in  m a k in g  peace w ith  

yo u . d 'h e re fo re , th e y  w i l l  v ie  w ith  W e i in  s e rv in g  yo u . A s  a 

re s u lt ,  th e ir  a llia n c e  w i l l  be d isb an de d . I 'h e n  yo u  can choose 

w h ic h  s ta te s  yo u  w a n t to  a lly  w ith .  M o re o v e r ,  yo u  once 

ceded som e te r r i t o r y  used to  b e lo n g  to  th e  s ta te  o f  J in . Is  it  

necessa ry  to  re s o rt to  m i l i t a r y  a c tio n  a t a ll tim e s ?  W ith o u t  

ta k in g  a ny  m il i ta r y  a c t io n , th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ceded J ia n g  and 

A n y i to  yo u  as w e ll as b u i l t  tw o  roa ds  le a d in g  to  th e  re g io n  o f 

T a o . Y o u  a lm o s t to o k  o v e r a ll th e  te r r i t o r y  used to  b e lo n g  to  

th e  s ta te  o f  S ong . In  a d d it io n ,  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i a lso  ceded you  

th e  re g io n  o f S h a n fu . Y o u  w i l l  be ab le  to  m a in ta in  th e  p o w e r 

o f  th e  m i l i ta r y  fo rce s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and ta ke  f i r m  c o n tro l 

o f  th e m  in  th e  m e a n tim e . I f  th is  is  th e  case, w h ic h  goa l w o n ’ t 

be fu l f i l le d ?  W h ic h  u n d e r ta k in g  w o n ’ t re s u lt  in  success? I 

hope  th a t yo u  can th in k  a b o u t i t  th o ro u g h ly  and  d o n ’ t  ta ke
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a n y  d a n g e ro u s  a c tio n . ”  M a rq u is  R ang  s a id , “ V e ry  good . ”  

I 'h e n  he w ith d re w  th e  tro o p s  b e s ie g in g  th e  c a p ita l o f  L ia n g .

The Troops of Qin Defeated the Troops o f W ei in Hua and 

the King o f Wei Was Going to Qin to Meet w ith Q in ’ s King

T h e  tro o p s  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  de fea ted  th o se  o f W e i in  

H u a  and  so th e  k in g  o f  W e i w as g o in g  to  Q in  to  m ee t w ith  

Q in ’ s k in g . Z h o u  X in  to ld  W e i ’ s k in g ,  “ In  th e  s ta te  o f  S o n g , 

th e re  w as a m an  w h o  had s tu d ie d  fo r  th re e  years. T h e n  he 

w e n t hom e and add ressed  h is  m o th e r  b y  nam e. H is  m o th e r  

s a id , ‘ Y o u  have s tu d ie d  fo r  th re e  years  and th e n  yo u  cam e 

hom e and addressed  m e b y  nam e. W h y ? ’  T h e  son s a id . ‘ I 

th in k  no  one is  w is e r  and  m o re  capab le  th a n  Y a o  and S hun . 

A n d  peop le  a lw a y s  add ress  Y a o  and S h un  b y  th e ir  nam es. I 

th in k  n o th in g  is  b ig g e r  th a n  H ea ven  and th e  E a r th . A n d  

peop le  a lw a y s  add ress  H e a ve n  and th e  E a r th  b y  nam e. N o w  

yo u  a re  n o t as w ise  and capab le  as Y a o  and S h u n , and n o t as 

b ig  as H e a ve n  and th e  E a r th , so I add ressed  yo u  b y  y o u r  

nam e. ’ H is  m o th e r  s a id , ‘ D o  yo u  w a n t to  p ra c tic e  a ll th a t 

yo u  have lea rn e d ?  I f  so , I hope th a t yo u  w i l l  add ress  m e in  

a n o th e r  w a y . I f  yo u  d o n ’ t p ra c tic e  a ll th a t  yo u  have le a rn e d , 

I hope  th a t  yo u  w i l l  p o s tp o n e  a d d re s s in g  m e b y  nam e. 1 N o w  

is th e re  a n o th e r  cho ice  fo r  yo u  a p a rt f ro m  g o in g  to  Q in  to  

w o rs h ip  its  k in g  in  pe rson?  I hope  th a t  yo u  have an a lte rn a tiv e  

and  th a t yo u  w i l l  p o s tp o n e  y o u r  t r ip  to  Q in . "  W e i ’ s k in g  

s a id , “ A re  yo u  w o r r y in g  th a t i t  w o n ’ t  le t m e com e back  i f  I 

go  to  Q in ?  X u  W a n  has p ro m is e d  m e th a t  i f  I ca n n o t g e t o u t



Е Л * ]

т т ш м л & 0’ ” т т 4 а : и1 ш & £ № & , ^ А Ъ № & в * А * т £ м  

Ш ^ ' Ж о  ^ҒЖ , i W i a - l t t ^ ^ : ^ J ’ # . E ^ ^ * t i l 0

Ш  iUliJ Z  ' M  Ш ;  Ш  W  m  Z  Й  Л Я ;  Е  t  i l l  о

Ш Е Ж . Е Ш ^ З Е ^ Ғ Ж Ш о  : ‘‘ S a . ,,4‘ ^ S

5 А ^ * # а ? ” 2 Ы : “ ж а о” 0 : “ ^ н # , # , ± Ж ; М 1 * | , д т ш .  s *

[ 4 - Ш 1

й |> ё г Т > ^ *  A ^ ^ 0” ^ i / r e J S i j L : “ S A i t

4f >Ti ' J- А  Г̂Д-1 di

f t  Я\,  * ] # * $ & ] №  $ L l t -к*-  

i h  А 5 . 5'J ^ F  4  9 # М  - Ж . М  Ж  *  А  X

- t - f  t

A X % f c ^ J l Ж ^ - ,̂

A ̂ A - t А  В Ж E ; t  А 5'] 4  IU А  , i l  S1 S1 

0” 4tX i t  t  A A 7 еЖ ^ 5i7



o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  he w i l l  c u t o f f  h is  head and b u ry  i t  w ith  

m e. ”  Z ho u  X in  re p lie d , “ A s  p o w e rle s s  and m e n ia l as I a m , i f  

som eone assures  m e th a t I can ju m p  in to  an u n fa th o m a b le  

abyss  and  th e n  re tu rn  a liv e ,  and i f  I ca n n o t re tu rn  a liv e ,  he 

w i l l  c u t o f f  a r a t ’ s head and  b u ry  i t  w i th  m e , I  w o u ld  

d e f in ite ly  n o t do  th a t .  N o w  Q in  is  a v e ry  u n c e rta in  s ta te , and 

i t  is  s o m e w h a t th e  sam e as an u n fa th o m a b le  abyss . A n d  X u  

W a n  s head is  s o m e w h a t th e  sam e as a r a t ’s head. H e  

a rra n g e s  fo r  Y o u r  M a je s ty  to  go  to  th e  u n re lia b le  Q in  and w i l l  

b u ry  a r a t ’ s head w i th  yo u  fo r  m a r ty rd o m . I p e rs o n a lly  th in k  

th a t i t  is  u n w is e  fo r  yo u  to  do  th a t .  M o re o v e r ,  co m p a red  w ith  

lo s in g  o u r  s ta te , is lo s in g  H e n e i m o re  im p o r ta n t? ”  T h e  k in g  

s a id , " O u r  s ta te  is  m o re  im p o r ta n t .  ”  Z h o u  X in  asked  fu r t h e r ,  

“ C o m p a re d  w i th  lo s in g  y o u r  l i f e ,  is  lo s in g  o u r  s ta te  m ore  

im p o r ta n t? ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , " M y  l i fe  is  m o re  im p o r ta n t . ”  

Z h o u  X in  s a id , “ A m o n g  a ll th e  th re e  a fo re m e n tio n e d  fa c to rs ,  

y o u r  l i fe  is  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  one. A n d  H e n e i is  th e  least 

im p o r ta n t .  N o w  Q in  has n o t asked  us fo r  th e  least im p o r ta n t 

o n e , b u t yo u  are  g o in g  to  p re s e n t i t  w i th  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t 

one. S h o u ld  yo u  do  th a t? ”

T h e  k in g  h e s ita te d  and  d id n ’ t m ake  up  h is  m in d  to  ta ke  

Z h o u  X in  ’ s adv ice . Z h i Q i to ld  th e  k in g ,  “ Y o u r  M a je s ty ,  

p lease  w a it  and  see w h e th e r  o r  n o t C h u ’ s k in g  w i l l  go  to  Q in  

to  m ee t w i th  its  k in g . I f  he g o e s , yo u  can lead th re e  c a rr ia g e s  

to  Q in  and m a ke  su re  th a t yo u  a r r iv e  th e re  b e fo re  he docs. I f  

he  d o e s n ’ t  g o , w e  can u n ite  w i th  C h u , and  th e  co m b in e d  

m il i ta r y  fo rc e  o f  o u r  tw o  s ta te s  w i l l  be p o w e r fu l e no ug h  to  

c o n fro n t th a t  o f  Q in . ”  T h e  k in g  th e n  gave up  h is  t r ip .  T h e
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k in g  to ld  Z h i Q i ,  “ I  have a lre a d y  p ro m is e d  M a rq u is  Y in g  th a t  

I w i l l  go  to  Q in  in  pe rson . I f  I  g ive  up  th is  t r i p ,  th a t  ’ s 

c h e a tin g  h im . ”  Z h i Q i s a id , “ Y o u r  M a je s ty ,  p lease  d o n ’ t 

w o r ry .  I am  g o in g  to  m ake  M a rq u is  C h a n g x in  ask M a rq u is  

R a n g  to  cance l y o u r  t r ip  to  Q in . P lease w a it  fo r  m y  good  

n ew s. ”

Z h i Q i w e n t to  c o n s u lt w i th  M a rq u is  C h a n g x in  and  s a id , 

“ H is  M a je s ty  has o rd e re d  y o u , o u r  p r im e  m in is te r ,  to  go  to  

see h im . ”  M a rq u is  C h a n g x in  s a id , “ W h y  d id  H is  M a je s ty  

w a n t to  see m e ? ”  Z h i Q i s a id , “ I  d o n ’ t  k n o w . H e  w a n te d  to  

see yo u  im m e d ia te ly . ”  M a rq u is  C h a n g x in  s a id , “ I have 

a rra n g e d  fo r  H is  M a je s ty  to  go  to  Q in  in  p e rson . D id  I do  th a t 

fo r  th e  sake  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ?  I  d id  th a t fo r  o u r  s ta te . ”  Z h i 

Q i s a id , “ P lease don  ’ t p la n  fo r  o u r  s ta te , b u t p la n  fo r  

y o u rs e lf  f i r s t .  D o  yo u  w a n t to  d ie  o r  s u rv iv e ?  D o  yo u  w a n t to  

be im p o v e r is h e d  o r  m a in ta in  y o u r  p o w e r?  Y o u  can p la n  fo r  

y o u rs e lf  f i r s t  and  th e n  p la n  fo r  o u r  s ta te . ”  M a rq u is  C h a n g x in  

s a id , “ M r  L o u  is  g o in g  to  com e h e re  soon. T h e n  I w i l l  go  to  

see th e  k in g  a lo n g  w i th  h im . ”  Z h i Q i s a id , “ H is  M a je s ty  

w a n te d  to  see yo u  im m e d ia te ly . I f  yo u  d o n ’ t  go  r ig h t  a w a y , I  

am  g o in g  to  c o m m it su ic id e  in  f r o n t  o f  yo u  and s p ra y  m y  b lo o d  

on  y o u r  c lo th e s . ”  M a rq u is  C h a n g x in  le f t  fo r  th e  palace  and 

Z h i Q i fo l lo w e d  h im . J u s t b e fo re  th e y  a rr iv e d  th e re ,  Z h i Q i 

w e n t to  see th e  k in g  in  advance  and  s a id , “ P lease  p re te n d  th a t 

yo u  are  s ick . I  have a lre a d y  te r r i f ie d  h im . ”  M a rq u is  C h a n g x in  

e n te re d  th e  palace  to  see th e  k in g . T h e  k in g  s a id , “  W h a t 

s h a ll I  do  s ince  I  am  s u ffe r in g  fro m  a severe  disease? 

P re v io u s ly ,  I p ro m is e d  M a rq u is  Y in g  th a t  I w o u ld  g o  to  Q in
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in  pe rson . S h a ll I leave fo r  Q in  even th o u g h  I  m ig h t d ie  o n  th e  

w a y  th e re ? ”  M a rq u is  C h a n g x in  s a id , “ P lease d o n ’ t  go  th e re , 

Y o u r  M a je s ty !  I can a sk  M a rq u is  Y in g  to  cance l y o u r  t r ip .  

P lease d o n ’ t  w o r ry .  ”

The W ar in Huayang

D u r in g  th e  w a r  in  H u a y a n g , th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

W e i co u ld  n o t de fe a t th o se  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . T h e  n e x t y e a r , 

W e i ’ s k in g  w as  g o in g  to  send D u a n g a n  C h o n g  as an e m is s a ry  

to  cede som e lan d  to  Q in  and  m a ke  peace w i th  i t .  Sun C hen  

to ld  th e  k in g  o f  W e i, “ W e i d id n  ’ t cede a n y  lan d  to  Q in  

im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  o u r  tro o p s  w e re  d e fe a ted . T h a t  m eans w e  

c o u ld  m a ke  good  use o f  o u r  loss . Q in  d id n ’ t  asked  fo r  land  

im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  i ts  tro o p s  w o n  th e  w a r. T h a t  m eans i t  co u ld  

n o t m a ke  good  use o f  its  v ic to ry .  N o w  yo u  are  g o in g  to  cede 

som e lan d  to  Q in  a f te r  a year. T h a t ’ s n o th in g  b u t th e  s e lf is h  

w is h  o f  th e  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  and  th e  rashness  o f  Y o u r  M a je s ty . 

T h e  one w h o  w a n ts  an o f f ic ia l s ta m p  ( r e fe r r in g  to  lo n g in g  fo r  

a h ig h  p o s it io n )  is  D u a n g a n  C h o n g . A n d  y o u  a re  se n d in g  h im  

to  cede th e  lan d . T h e  s ta te  w h ic h  w a n ts  th e  la n d  is  Q in . and 

yo u  are  le t t in g  i t  p re se n t th e  o f f ic ia l s ta m p  to  D u a n g a n  

C h o n g . T h e re fo re ,  th e  one  w h o  w a n ts  th e  o f f ic ia l s ta m p  w i l l  

ta ke  c o n tro l o f  th e  la n d , and th e  s ta te  w h ic h  w a n ts  th e  lan d  

w i l l  ta k e  c o n tro l o f  th e  o f f ic ia l s ta m p . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  s ta te  

o f  W e i w i l l  d e f in ite ly  be ru in e d . In  a d d it io n ,  i t ’ s n a tu ra l th a t 

e v il c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  w a n t to  e s ta b lis h  good  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  

Q in  b y  ce d in g  som e la n d  to  i t .  C e d in g  lan d  to  e s ta b lis h  good
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re la t io n s h ip  w i th  Q in  is  s o m e w h a t th e  sam e as c a rry in g  

fire w o o d  to  f ig h t  a f ire . T h e  f ir e  ca n n o t be p u t o u t u n t i l l  a ll 

th e  f ire w o o d  is b u rn t  up. T h e  te r r i t o r y  o f Y o u r  M a je s ty  is 

l im ite d ,  b u t th e  ra p a c ity  o f  Q in  is end less . I t  w i l l  keep  on 

a s k in g  fo r  la n d  f ro m  us. ”  T h e  k in g  o f  W e i s a id , “ V e ry  good. 

A lth o u g h  I  agree  w ith  w h a t yo u  s a id , I  have  a lre a d y  p ro m ise d  

Q in  th a t  I w o u ld  g iv e  i t  th e  la n d , so w e  ca n n o t change  o u r  

m in d s  n o w . ”  S un  C he n  re p lie d , “ H a v e n ’ t  yo u  seen g a m b le rs  

u s in g  X ia o?  I f  th e y  w a n t to  k n o c k  o v e r a ch e ssm a n , th e y  w i l l  

k n o c k  i t  o v e r w i th  th e  X ia o . I f  th e y  w a n t to  ta k e  i t  in  th e ir  

h a n d s , th e y  w i l l  ta ke  i t  in  th e  hands . N o w  yo u  w e re  coerced 

b y  th e  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  and  th e re fo re  p ro m is e d  to  g ive  som e land  

to  Q in ,  and  yo u  a lso  d o n ’ t  w a n t to  change  y o u r  m in d . W h y  

are yo u  n o t as w is e  as th o se  g a m b le rs ! ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ V e ry  

good . ”  H e  th e n  s to p p e d  D u a n g a n  C h o n g  g o in g  to  Q in .

Q i Was About to Attack Wei 1063

T h e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i w e re  a b o u t to  a tta c k  th e  

s ta te  o f  W e i. W e i se n t som eone w ith  th e  fo l lo w in g  m essage to  

C h u n y u  K u n ; “ T h e  tro o p s  o f Q i are  g o in g  to  a tta c k  o u r  s ta te , 

and you  are  th e  o n ly  one  w h o  is  ab le  to  h e lp  us o u t o f  th is  

t ro u b le .  O u r  s ta te  has tw o  p a irs  o f  p re c io u s  jad e  and  tw o  

s w if t  horses, w i th  b e a u t ifu l ly  p a tte rn e d  coats . P lease le t  us 

p re se n t th e m  to  yo u . ”  C h u n y u  K u n  s a id , “ I  w i l l  accept 

th e m . ”  T h e n  he w e n t to  th e  palace  to  persuade  th e  k in g  and 

s a id , “  C h u  is  o u r  e ne m y s ta te , and  W e i is  o u r  a lly .  B y  

a t ta c k in g  o u r  a lly  and  o f fe r in g  o u r  e ne m y s ta te  a chance  to
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ta k e  a dva n ta g e  o f  o u r  e xh a u s te d  ( due  to  th e  m i l i ta r y  a c tio n  

a g a in s t W e i)  t r o o p s ,  n o t o n ly  w i l l  w e  becom e n o to r io u s ,  b u t 

o u r  s ta te  w i l l  a lso  be e ndange red . I  d o n ’ t  th in k  yo u  s h o u ld  do 

th a t .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Q i s a id , “ I  see. ”  So he gave up  th e  p la n  o f 

a t ta c k in g  W e i.

A  g u e s t to ld  th e  k in g  o f  Q i ,  “ T h e  reason  th a t  C h u n y u  

K u n  s to p p e d  yo u  a tta c k in g  W e i lie s  in  th e  fa c t th a t he has 

accep ted  jad e  and horses  f ro m  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. ”  T h e  k in g  

asked  C h u n y u  K u n ,  “ I  hea rd  th a t yo u  have accep ted  jad e  and 

h o rses  f ro m  W e i. Is  th a t  t ru e ? ” “ Y e s , t h a t ’ s tru e . ” “ In  th is  

case, w h a t ’ s y o u r  p la n  on  m y  b e h a lf? ”  C h u n y u  K u n  s a id , 

“ G iv e n  th a t  i t  is  a dva n ta g e o u s  fo r  us to  a tta c k  W e i,  w i l l  i t  be 

o f  a n y  use to  yo u  i f  W e i send som eone  to  assass ina te  me? 

G iv e n  th a t  i t  is  d isa d va n ta g e o u s  to  a tta c k  W e i,  w i l l  yo u  s u ffe r  

a n y  loss  i f  W e i b e s to w  u po n  m e g e n e ro u s  re w a rd s ?  M o re o v e r , 

yo u  can a vo id  th e  n o to r io u s  re p u ta t io n  o f  a t ta c k in g  an a l ly ,  

W e i w i l l  a vo id  b e in g  d e fe a te d , th e  peop le  o f  W e i w i l l  a vo id  

s u ffe r in g  fro m  th e  p ro b le m s  caused b y  w a r ,  and I can o b ta in  

ja d e  and  ho rses . D oes th is  do  a ny  h a rm  to  y o u ? "

Q in Was About to Attack Wei

T h e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w e re  g o in g  to  a tta c k  the  

s ta te  o f  W e i. W h e n  th e  k in g  o f  W e i hea rd  o f  th is ,  he w e n t to  

see L o rd  M e n g c h a n g  th e  sam e n ig h t ,  to ld  h im  a b o u t i t  and 

s a id , “ N o w  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  are  a b o u t to  a tta c k  o u r  s ta te . 

P lease te l l  m e w h a t I  s h o u ld  d o ? ”  L o rd  M e n g c h a n g  s a id , " I f  

o th e r  s ta te s  can com e to  o u r  re scu e , o u r  s ta te  can s u rv iv e . ”
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T h e  k in g  s a id , “ I hope  th a t y o u  can go  and  w in  o v e r th e  

s u p p o r t o f  o th e r  s ta te s  fo r  m e. ”  T h e n ,  c a re fu l ly ,  th e  k in g  

had a h u n d re d  ca rr ia g e s  p re pa re d  fo r  L o rd  M e n g c h a n g .

L o rd  M e n g c h a n g  w e n t to  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  and to ld  th e  

k in g  o f  Z h a o , “ I hope  th a t  yo u  can send som e tro o p s  to  rescue 

o u r  s ta te . ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ I  c a n n o t. ”  L o rd  M e n g c h a n g  s a id , 

“ I am  a s k in g  fo r  re in fo rc e m e n ts  o u t o f  lo y a lty  to  yo u . ”  T h e  

k in g  a s k e d , “ W o u ld  yo u  p lease e x p la in  th a t  to  m e ? ”  L o rd  

M e n g c h a n g  s a id , “ T h e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  are n o t 

m o re  fo rm id a b le  th a n  th o se  o f th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  n o r  can the  

tro o p s  o f  W e i be de fe a ted  b y  th o s e  o f  Z hao. H o w e v e r ,  y o u r  

s ta te  d o e s n ’ t  need to  cede te r r i t o r y  to  o th e r  s ta te s  e v e ry  y e a r , 

n o r  do  m a n y  peop le  o f  Z hao  lose  th e ir  liv e s  e v e ry  year. O n  th e  

c o n t ra r y ,  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i needs to  cede lan d  to  o th e r  s ta te s  

e v e ry  y e a r , and  m a n y  peop le  lose th e ir  liv e s  e v e ry  year. 

W h y ?  Because W e i is  lo ca te d  w e s t o f  Z hao  and th e re fo re  can 

se rve  as a n a tu ra l b a r r ie r  p ro te c t in g  Z hao. N o w  i f  yo u  re fu se  

to  rescue  W e i,  W e i and Q in  w i l l  h o ld  a c e re m o n y , d r in k  th e  

b lo o d  o f  s a c r if ic ia l a n im a ls , and  m ake  an a g re e m e n t to  b u ild  

an a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r . I f  th is  is  th e  case, th e  p o w e r fu l 

Q in  w i l l  becom e y o u r  n e w  n e ig h b o u r. A n d  as a r e s u lt ,  n o t 

o n ly  w i l l  yo u  need to  cede som e la n d  to  i t  e v e ry  y e a r , b u t 

m a n y  peop le  o f  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  a lso  lose  th e ir  liv e s  e v e ry  year. 

T h a t ’ s w h y  I sa id  I  am  a s k in g  fo r  y o u r  re in fo rc e m e n ts  o u t o f 

lo y a lty  to  yo u . ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Z hao  p ro m is e d  to  h e lp  Z hao. H e  

d is p a tc h e d  a h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs  a lo n g  w i th  th re e  

h u n d re d  c h a r io ts  to  rescue  Zhao.

T h e n  L o rd  M e n g c h a n g  tra v e lle d  to  th e  n o r th  to  see the
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k in g  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n . H e  s a id , “ P re v io u s ly , C h ild e  C ha ng  

he lpe d  yo u  e s ta b lis h  good re la t io n s  w i th  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  

o f  W e i. N o w  th e  tro o p s  o f Q in  are  a tta c k in g  W e i,  so I  hope 

th a t yo u  can ass is t us. ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Y a n  s a id , “ T h e  h a rv e s t 

o f  m y  s ta te  has been bad fo r  tw o  years . U n d e r  such  

c irc u m s ta n c e s , h o w  can m y  tro o p s  m a rc h  se ve ra l th o u s a n d  l i  

to  h e lp  W e i? ”  L o rd  M e n g c h a n g  s a id , “ I t  is  a dva n ta g e o u s  to  

y o u r  s ta te  th a t yo u  o rd e r  y o u r  tro o p s  to  m a rc h  severa l 

th o u s a n d  Li  to  h e lp  a n o th e r  s ta te . N o w ,w h e n e v e r  th e  k in g  o f 

W e i goes o u t o f  th e  ga te  o f  o u r  c a p ita l, he sees n o th in g  b u t 

e ne m y tro o p s . A lth o u g h  he w a n ts  to  o rd e r  h is  tro o p s  to  

m a rc h  se ve ra l th o u s a n d  Li to  a ss is t a n o th e r  s ta te , is it  

p o s s ib le ? ”  T h e  k in g  o f Y a n  s t i l l  h e s ita te d . L o rd  M e n g c h a n g  

s a id , “  I  have  o ffe re d  yo u  an a dva n ta g eo us  s tra te g y . 

H o w e v e r ,  y o u  w o n ’ t  ta k e  m y  h on es t adv ice . T h e re fo re ,  I am  

le a v in g  fo r  W e i. B u t I am  a fra id  th a t th e  w h o le  w o r ld  w i l l  

soon w itn e s s  severe  s tr ife .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Y a n  a s k e d , “ W o u ld  

you  p lease te l l  m e w h a t k in d  o f  s t r i fe  i t  w i l l  be? ”  L o rd  

M e n g c h a n g  s a id , “ W h e n  th e  tro o p s  o f Q in  a tta c k  W e i,  th e  

p la t fo rm s  in  W e i w i l l  be b u rn t  and th e  X a n a d u s  w i l l  be seized 

even b e fo re  th e y  de fe a t W e i. I f  yo u  re fu s e  to  a ss is t W e i,  the  

k in g  o f  W e i w i l l  s u b m it to  Q in  and cede a h a lf  o f  h is  s ta te  to  

Q in . T h u s  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  w ith d ra w . A f te r  

th a t , th e  k in g  o f  W e i w i l l  lead a ll th e  o ff ic e rs  and m en  o f H a n  

and  W e i,  and ask fo r  re in fo rc e m e n ts  f ro m  Q in  in  th e  w e s t. 

H e  w i l l  a lso  o rg a n is e  th e  m asses o f  Z hao  to  a tta c k  Y a n  w ith  

th e  a llie d  fo rce s  o f  these  fo u r  s ta te s . I f  th is  is  th e  case, w h a t 

k in d  o f  b e n e fit  w i l l  yo u  e n jo y?  Is  i t  m o re  a dva n ta g e o u s  to

x l  
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o rd e r  y o u r  tro o p s  to  m a rc h  se ve ra l th o u s a n d  l i  to  rescue 

a n o th e r  s ta te  o r  to  f in d  in v a d in g  tro o p s  a t th e  s o u th e rn  ga te  o f 

y o u r  c a p ita l?  I f  yo u  choose  th e  la t te r ,  yo u  w i l l  be de fea ted  

e a s ily  a lth o u g h  y o u  d o n ’ t need to  m a rc h  a lo n g  d is tan ce . Can 

yo u  re a lly  b e n e fit f r o m  th a t? ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Y a n  s a id , “ P lease 

r e tu rn  to  W e i n o w . I  w i l l  ta k e  y o u r  adv ice . ”  T h e n  he 

d is p a tc h e d  e ig h ty  th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs  a lo n g  w i th  tw o  h u n d re d  

c h a r io ts  to  fo l lo w  th e  lo rd  to  W e i.

T h e  k in g  o f  W e i w as  e x tre m e ly  h ap py . H e  s a id , “ Y o u  

have w o n  o v e r so m a n y  tro o p s  f ro m  Y a n  and Z hao  in  such  a 

s h o r t t im e . ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  w as v e ry  m u c h  a fra id . 

T h e re fo re ,  he o ffe re d  to  cede som e te r r i t o r y  to  W e i to  m ake  

peace w i th  i t .  W e i th e n  se n t th e  tro o p s  o f  Y a n  and Z hao  back 

and  re w a rd e d  L o rd  M e n g c h a n g .

Wei Was About to Join Q in in Attacking Han

T h e  s ta te  o f  W e i w as a b o u t to  jo in  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  to  

a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . W u  J i had a ta lk  w i th  th e  k in g  o f  W e i 

and s a id , " Q in  shares  th e  sam e c u s to m  w ith  th e  R o n g  and the  

D i peop les . L ik e  savage t ig e rs  and w o lv e s , Q in  is  c o v e to u s , 

ty ra n n ic a l and  d is h o n e s t. I t  doesn ’ t  adhere  to  a ny  ru le s  o f 

p ro p r ie t ie s  o r  r ig h te o u s n e s s , and  has no  v ir tu e  a t a ll. 

W h e n e v e r th e re  is  a chance to  ga in  som e p r o f i t ,  th e  ru le rs  o f 

Q in  don  ’ t  m in d  h u r t in g  th e ir  re la t iv e s  o r  even th e ir  o w n  

b ro th e rs . T h e y  a re  n o th in g  b u t beasts . P e op le  a ll o v e r th e  

w o r ld  k n o w  th is . Q in  k n o w s  no  k in d  deeds o r  a d m ira b le  

v ir tu e s . T h e  fo rm e r  queen m o th e r  w as K in g  Z h a o x ia n g ’ s o w n
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m o th e r . H o w e v e r ,  he m ade  h e r d ie  f ro m  sadness. M a rq u is  

R an g  w as  th e  k in g ’ s o w n  u nc le  on  h is  m o th e r ’ s s id e , and  no 

one  has been as m e r ito r io u s  as he used to  be. H o w e v e r ,  he 

w as d r iv e n  o u t o f  th e  s ta te . T h e  k in g ’ s tw o  y o u n g e r b ro th e rs  

w e re  in n o c e n t. H o w e v e r ,  th e y  w e re  tw ic e  d e p riv e d  o f  f ie fs . I f  

th e  k in g  o f  Q in  tre a ts  h is  o w n  re la t iv e s  and b ro th e rs  th is  

w a y ,  w h a t w i l l  he do  to  e ne m y s ta tes?

“  N o w  i f  yo u  u n ite  w ith  Q in  to  a tta c k  H a n ,  Q in ’s 

a g g re ss io n  a g a in s t y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  inc rease . I ca nn o t 

u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  you  have n o t rea lized  th e  d ange r?  Y o u  are  

n o t p e rsp ica c io u s . I f  y o u r  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  have rea lized  i t  b u t 

w o u ld  ra th e r  n o t adv ise  y o u , th e y  are  n o t lo y a l. N o w  in  th e  

s ta te  o f  H a n ,  a w o m a n  ( re fe r r in g  to  th e  queen m o th e r )  is 

h e lp in g  th e  f le d g in g  k in g  m anage  g o v e rn m e n t a ffa irs . W ith in  

th e  s ta te , th e re  is  severe  chaos. H o w  can i t  c o n fro n t the  

fo rm id a b le  a llie d  fo rce s  b u i l t  b y  Q in  and W e i?  D o n  ’ t  you  

th in k  H a n  w i l l  be d e s tro y e d ?  I f  H a n  is  d e s tro y e d , Q in  w i l l  

ta k e  o v e r a ll th e  te r r i t o r y  th a t used to  b e lo n g  to  th e  s ta te  o f 

J in . T h e re fo re ,  Q in ’ s te r r i t o r y  w i l l  be a d jace n t to  th e  c a p ita l 

o f  L ia n g  o f W e i. D o  yo u  th in k  yo u  w i l l  be safe? I f  yo u  w a n t 

to  re o c c u p y  th e  te r r i t o r y  ta k e n  o v e r b y  o th e r  s ta te s , y o u  w i l l  

be u n d e r th e  th re a t o f  a g g re ss io n  f ro m  th e  p o w e r fu l Q in . D o  

you  th in k  you  w i l l  b e n e fit  f ro m  th a t?

“ T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  is b y  no  m eans p e a ce -lo v in g . A f te r  

H a n  is  b e a te n , Q in  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  la u n c h  a tta c k s  on  o th e r  

s ta te s . T h e re fo re ,  i t  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  s ta r t  w i th  th o se  w h ic h  

b o th  a re  eas ie r to  co n q u e r and a lso  p ro v id e  m o re  b e n e fit.  S o , 

in  th is  case , c e r ta in ly  i t  w i l l  n o t a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and



m

+
и

Ш Л 1

Ш # ^ Е ( + ) т ж , Ш Ж Ж Ш ^ : Ж , № е Ж й й , Ш № Ж ^ ® Ж , Ш Х  

s * i t i „  Ш ' м к , 1 % * т , ш ъ 1 1 ш . я ж < и ц т & & т - т ® , ш я

& а , Ш М * № Ш Щ & £ : , Я * & : 1 1 5 Я £ : о  n t : Z J 3 , £ ; f t  

Z B , i m % & . $ : o

% ж щ * 1 ъ & о Ш Ъ ® ш , ш ж м , & & ш ш * х т , х т ! & - £ £ : а2.

1 4 - Ш ]

^ М ^ а 4 ^ Ж з ± ^ ^ Л л * г # @  ® , i i

-k*т я т и  f t ,

kb 8 ^ Ж „

* i ^ ^ i ^ - h S . - 8  I t ,

Я т г ^ ^ , Ж В 1  Ж ^ Я т г .

“ Ж ®

тК * . * > 5 : ^ Ж , ^ Ж - Ж ^ - Ж - 1 г 7

;У



th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao. W h y ?  Q in  c e r ta in ly  w o n ’ t  send its  tro o p s  

to  m a rc h  o v e r m o u n ta in s  and cross  r iv e rs  to  c u t o f f  th e  re g io n  

o f  S h a n g da ng  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  to  a tta c k  th e  p o w e r fu l 

Z hao . O th e rw is e ,  th e  debac le  in  Y u y u  w o u ld  be repea ted . I f  

th e  tro o p s  o f Q in  c ross  th e  re g io n  o f  H e n e i,  bypass  Y e  and 

C h a o g e , and  c ross  th e  Z h a n g s h u i R iv e r  and  th e  F u s h u i R iv e r  

to  f ig h t  th e  tro o p s  o f  Z hao  in  th e  s u b u rb s  o f  th e  c a p ita l o f 

H a n d a n , th e y  w i l l  s u f fe r  th e  sam e p ro b le m s  e xp e rie n ce d  by  

M a rq u is  Z h i b e fo re . C e r ta in ly  Q in  w o n ’ t d a re  to  do  th a t .  I f  

th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u , th e y  w i l l  need to  

m a rc h  o v e r h il ls  and da les to  c o v e r a ro u n d  th re e  th o u s a n d  l i  

to  a tta c k  th e  s tro n g  fo r t if ic a t io n s .  In  th is  case, th e y  m u s t 

co ve r an  e x tre m e ly  lo n g  d is ta n ce  to  a tta c k  a v e ry  to u g h  

ta rg e t .  C e r ta in ly  Q in  w o n ’ t do  th a t e ith e r. Q in  w o n ’ t  da re  to  

tra v e rs e  H e w a i,  bypass th e  c a p ita l o f  L ia n g ,  and a pp ro ach  

S hangca i and S h a n lin g  to  f ig h t  th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C hu  

in  th e  s u b u rb s  o f  C hen . So I sa id  th a t th e  tro o p s  o f Q in  w i l l  

d e f in ite ly  n o t a tta c k  C h u  and  Z h a o , n o r  w i l l  th e y  in va d e  W e i 

and Q i. A f t e r  H a n  is d e fe a te d , o n  th e  d a y  th e  tro o p s  o f Q in  

a re  sen t o u t o f  th e ir  s ta te , th e  o n ly  s ta te  th a t w i l l  fo l lo w  in  

th e  fo o ts te p s  o f  H a n  is  W e i.

“ Q in  has a lre a d y  o ccup ie d  H u a i,  M a o  and  X in g q iu ,  and 

n o w  i t  is  b u ild in g  p ro te c t iv e  w a lls  in  G u ijin .  Based in  these  

p la ce s , i t  can th re a te n  H e n e i. A s  a r e s u lt ,  b o th  G o n g  and J i 

lo ca te d  in  th e  re g io n  o f  H e n e i w i l l  be in  dan ge r. I f  Q in  ta kes  

o v e r th e  te r r i t o r y  used to  b e lo n g  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h e n g , seize 

Y u a n y o n g  and re lease th e  w a te r  o f  Y in g z e  ( o r  th e  Y in g  L a k e )  

to  s u b m e rg e  th e  c a p ita l o f  L ia n g ,  L ia n g  w i l l  be d e s tro y e d .
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Y o u r  e m is s a ry  has c o m m itte d  a severe  m is ta k e  b y  sp e a k in g  i l l  

o f  th e  s ta te  o f  A n l in g  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  k in g  o f  Q in . Q in  has 

cove ted  X u  fo r  a lo n g  tim e . M o re o v e r ,  th e  re g io n s  o f  S heyang  

and K u n y a n g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  a re  a d jace n t to  W u y a n g  and 

G a o lin g . I f  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  lis te n s  to  y o u r  e m is s a ry ’s 

a ccu sa tio n s  to w a rd s  A n l in g ,  he w i l l  in va d e  A n l in g  and 

d e s tro y  i t .  T h e n  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  w i l l  b ypass n o r th  W u y a n g  

and m a rc h  e a s tw a rd  to  a p p ro a ch  X u . T h u s  o u r  s o u th e rn  areas 

w i l l  be in  d a n g e r. A l th o u g h  o u r  s o u th e rn  a reas m ig h t  be free  

o f  th re a t ,  h o w  can th e  s ta te  o f  W e i be sa feg ua rde d  i f  th is  is 

th e  case? T h e re  is  n o th in g  w ro n g  w ith  h a tin g  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  

and d is l ik in g  A n lin g .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  yo u  say th a t y o u  d o n ’ t 

w o r r y  a b o u t Q in ’ s a g g re ss io n  o r  a tta c h  no  im p o rta n c e  to  th e  

s o u th e rn  a re a s , I  ca n n o t be lieve .

“ P re v io u s ly ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w as  loca te d  w e s t o f  the  

Y e llo w  R iv e r ,  and th e  s ta te  o f  J in  w as  m o re  th a n  one 

th o u s a n d  l i  a w a y  f ro m  th e  c a p ita l o f  L ia n g . In  a d d it io n ,  th e re  

w e re  m o u n ta in s  and r iv e rs  p o s in g  o b s ta c le s  to  Q in ’ s t ro o p s ,  

and th e  tw o  Z h o u s  and th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  w e re  a lso  in  th e  w a y . 

S ince  th e  w a r  in  th e  area o f  L in ,  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  have 

invaded  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i seven t im e s  and a tta c k e d  th e  c a p ita l 

o f  L ia n g  f iv e  tim e s . A f t e r  th e ir  a g g re s s io n , a ll o u r  b o rd e r 

c it ie s  and to w n s  w e re  o c c u p ie d , W c n ta i w as  d e s tro y e d , 

C h u id u  w as set on  f i r e ,  th e  fo re s ts  w e re  hacked  d o w n , and 

th e  e lk  w e re  e x te rm in a te d . A f t e r  th a t ,  th e y  bes ieged  the  

c a p ita l o f  L ia n g . T h e y  th e n  tra v e rs e d  L ia n g ,  m a rch e d  to  th e  

n o r th ,a r r iv e d  a t th e  s u b u rb s  o f  T a o  and W e i and  reached  th e  

area o f  K a n  in  th e  n o r th .  T h e  re g io n s  o f  S h a n n a n , S h a n b e i,
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H e w a i,  H e n e i a lo n g  w ith  se ve ra l h u n d re d  b ig  c o u n tie s  and 

dozens o f  fa m o u s  c it ie s  fe l l  in to  Q in ’ s hands. A t  th a t t im e ,  

Q in  w as  s t i l l  lo ca te d  in  H e x i ,  and th e  te r r i t o r y  used to  b e lon g  

to  th e  s ta te  o f  J in  w as  s t i l l  m o re  th a n  one th o u s a n d  Li a w a y  

f ro m  th e  c a p ita l o f  L ia n g . Y e t Q in  s t i l l  posed a severe  th re a t 

to  y o u r  s ta te . W h a t w i l l  happen  i f  Q in  de fe a ts  H a n  and 

o ccup ies  th e  area o f  Z he ng ?  I f  th is  is th e  case, th e re  w o n ’ t be 

a ny  m o u n ta in s  o r  r iv e rs  p o s in g  o b s ta c le s  to  Q in ’ s t r o o p s ,  n o r  

w i l l  th e re  be th e  tw o  Z h o u s  and th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  in  th e ir  w ay . 

T h e  b o rd e r  o f  Q in  w i l l  be o n ly  one  h u n d re d  l i  a w a y  f ro m  the  

c a p ita l o f  L ia n g . T h e re fo re ,  th e  th re a t posed b y  Q in  w i l l  be a 

h u n d re d  tim e s  w o rs e . I f  th e  s tra te g y  o f H e z o n g  re s u lts  in  

fa i lu re  one d a y , th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w i l l  

s u s p ic io u s  o f  each o th e r ,  and  i t  w i l l  no  lo n g e r  be p o s s ib le  to  

w in  o v e r th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  to  jo in  th e  a llia n c e . H a n  has been 

s u ffe r in g  a g g re ss io n  fo r  th re e  y e a rs , and Q in  has been 

d is t ra c t in g  i t  b y  p re te n d in g  to  m a ke  peace. I f  H a n  rea lizes 

th a t i t  w i l l  be ru in e d  b y  Q in  and th e re fo re  re fu se s  to  l is te n  to  

Q in ,  i t  w i l l  send th e  c ro w n  p rin c e  to  Z hao  as a h os ta ge  and 

w i l l in g ly  f ig h t  in  th e  van  fo r  o th e r  s ta te s  o f  th e  w o r ld  to  

c o n fro n t Q in ’ s tro o p s . F ro m  m y  p o in t o f  v ie w ,  C h u  and  Z hao  

w i l l  jo in  H a n  in  a tta c k in g  Q in . W h y ?  Because th e y  a ll k n o w  

th a t  Q i n ’ s c u p id ity  is e n d le s s , and  i t  w o n ’ t  s to p  ta k in g  

m il i t a r y  a c tio n  a g a in s t o th e r  s ta te s  u n t i l  i t  d e fe a ts  a ll o th e r  

m i l i t a r y  fo rce s  and  c o n q u e rs  o th e r  p eop les  o f  th e  w o r ld .  

H e n c e , I  w a n t to  h e lp  yo u  p ra c tic e  H e zo n g . P lease jo in  the  

a g re e m e n t m ade b y  H a n  and W e i im m e d ia te ly . A c c e p t th e ir  

h o s ta g e s , and  fo cus  on  h e lp in g  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  s u rv iv e .
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T h u s  i f  yo u  dem and  y o u r  te r r i t o r y  p re v io u s ly  o ccup ie d  by  

H a n ,  H a n  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  r e tu rn  i t  to  yo u . I f  th is  is th e  case, 

you  can re o ccu p y  th e  fo rm e r  areas w ith o u t  e n lis t in g  s o ld ie rs  

and  th e  m asses to  ta k e  a n y  m i l i ta r y  a c tio n . I t  w i l l  be m o re  

su cce ss fu l th a n  jo in in g  Q in  in  a tta c k in g  H a n . M o re o v e r ,  you  

can a vo id  th e  th re a t o f  b e in g  a d ja ce n t to  th e  p o w e r fu l Q in .

“ T h is  is  th e  bes t o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  yo u  to  h e lp  H a n  

s u rv iv e ,  s a fe g u a rd  W e i and  b e n e fit th e  w h o le  w o r ld .  O p e n  up  

th e  roa ds  b e tw e e n  th e  re g io n  o f  S h an g da ng  o f  H a n  and G o n g  

and M o ,  and th e n  se t up  to ll-g a te s  th e re  to  c o lle c t ta r i f f s  on  

th o s e  e n te r in g  and le a v in g  th is  area. T h u s  H a n  w i l l  e n tru s t 

W e i w ith  th e  im p o r ta n t  re g io n — S h an g da ng . B y  s h a r in g  th e  

ta r i f f s  to  e n r ic h  b o th  s ta te s , H a n  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  be g ra te fu l to  

W e i,  love  W e i,  respect W e i as w e ll as fe a r W e i. A s  a r e s u lt ,  

H a n  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  n o t dare  tu rn  a g a in s t W e i. T h u s  H a n  is 

n o th in g  b u t a c o u n ty  o f  W e i. I f  W e i can w in  o v e r H a n  and 

tre a t i t  as its  o w n  c o u n ty ,  th e  re g io n  o f W e i,  th e  c a p ita l o f 

L ia n g  and H e w a i w i l l  be safe. B u t i f  yo u  d o n ’ t  a ss is t H a n ,  

th e  tw o  Z h o u s  w i l l  be in  d a n g e r, A n l in g  w i l l  be d e s tro y e d , 

C h u  and Z hao  w i l l  be b a d ly  d e fe a te d , and Q i and W e i w i l l  be 

s e ve re ly  a la rm e d . A l l  th e  s ta te s  o f  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  t ra v e l to  th e  

w e s t to  pay  hom age  to  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  and s u b m it to  h im  

im m e d ia te ly . ”

Lord Fengyang Built an Alliance w ith Wei

U n d e r  L o rd  F e n g y a n g ’ s le a d e rs h ip  and  s u p e rv is io n , th e  

s ta te  o f  Z hao  b u i l t  an a llia n c e  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.
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T h e re fo re ,  th e  k in g  o f  W e i w as  a b o u t to  c o n fe r  som e la n d  on 

L o rd  F e n g y a n g ’ s son. Su Q in  had a ta lk  w i th  th e  k in g  and 

s a id , “ Y o u  once crossed  th e  Z h a n g s h u i R iv e r  and  m ade fo r  

H a n d a n  to  pay hom age  to  th e  k in g  o f  Z hao  in  pe rson . Y o u  

a lso  ceded th e  areas o f G e n ie  and Y in c h e n g  to  h im  as fie fs . 

H o w e v e r ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  has done n o th in g  fo r  yo u  in  

re tu rn .  W h y  a re  yo u  n o w  g o in g  to  c o n fe r  H e y a n g  and  G u m i 

on  L o rd  F e n g y a n g ’ s son? I p e rs o n a lly  th in k  i t  is  u n w is e  to  do 

so. ”  T h e  k in g  o f  W e i th e n  gave u p  h is  p la n .

Qin Ordered Zhao to Attack Wei

T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  o rd e re d  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  to  send tro o p s  

to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. W e i sen t som eone to  in fo rm  th e  

k in g  o f  Z h a o  as fo l lo w s :  “ A t ta c k in g  W e i is  th e  b e g in n in g  o f 

th e  p rocess o f  ru in in g  Z hao . P re v io u s ly ,  th e  peop le  o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  J in  w a n te d  to  o v e r th ro w  th e  s ta te  o f  Y u ,s o  th e y  m ade 

an excuse  to  la u n c h  m il i ta r y  a c tio n  a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f  G uo . 

L a u n c h in g  m il i t a r y  a c tio n  a g a in s t G u o  is th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  

p rocess  o f  th e  p e rd it io n  o f  Y u . So X u n  X i p re se n te d  s w if t  

ho rses  and p re c io u s  ja d e  to  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f Y u  to  a sk  fo r  h is  

p e rm is s io n  to  le t th e  tro o p s  o f  J in  m a rc h  th ro u g h  h is  te r r i t o r y  

to  a tta c k  G u o . G o n g  Z h iq i re m o n s tra te d  w i th  th e  s o ve re ig n  

f ie rc e ly  b u t th e  s o ve re ig n  w o u ld n ’ t l is te n  to  h im . H e  f in a l ly  

agreed  to  le t th e  tro o p s  o f J in  m a rc h  th ro u g h  h is  s ta te . T h e n  

th e  tro o p s  o f  J in  a tta c k e d  G u o . A n d  on  th e ir  w a y  b a c k , th e y  

occup ie d  Y u . H e n c e , T h e  S p r i n g  a n d  A u t u m n  A n n a l s  

re c o rd s  th is  s to ry  to  re p r im a n d  th e  s o ve re ig n  o f  Y u . N o w
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Z hao  is  one  o f th e  m o s t p o w e r fu l s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld ,  and i t  is 

as p o w e r fu l as th e  s ta te s  o f  Q i and Q in . In  a d d it io n ,  Y o u r  

M a je s ty  is  w is e  and capab le . A n d  y o u r  p r im e  m in is te r  is  a 

p e rso n  o f  h ig h  re p u ta t io n . So Z hao  is  a s e rio u s  th re a t to  Q in . 

T h e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  W e i and  Z hao  is  s o m e w h a t th e  same 

as th a t b e tw e e n  G u o  and  Y u . I f  yo u  ta k e  th e  o rd e rs  o f  Q in ’ s 

k in g  to  a tta c k  W e i,  yo u  w i l l  do  th e  sam e as Y u  d id  b e fo re . I 

hope  th a t  you  w i l l  th in k  i t  o v e r c a re fu lly .  ”

The Crown Prince o f W ei Was in Chu

T h e  C ro w n  P rin c e  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w as s ta y in g  in  th e  

s ta te  o f  W e i as a hostage . H e  se n t som eone to  Y a n lin g  to  

p ersuade  L o u  B i as fo l lo w s ;  “ Y o u  a re  d e te rm in e d  to  w a it  fo r  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  to  b u ild  an a llia n c e  to  

rescue P is h i. H o w e v e r ,  o b v io u s ly  Q i and C h u  w o n ’ t  a lly  

w i th  each o th e r. In  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  yo u  a re  th e  one Z h a i 

Q ia n g  ha te d  m o s t. Z ha i Q ia n g  ’ s fo l lo w e rs  a ll p la n  to  u n ite  

w i th  th e  s ta te s  o f  Q i and Q in  to  a lie n a te  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u , and 

th u s  to  d im in is h  yo u  p o w e r. Y o u  s h o u ld  c e r ta in ly  send th e  

fo l lo w in g  m essage to  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ; ‘ T h e  s ta te  

o f  W e i is u n d e r a tta c k . H o w e v e r ,  i t  w as n o t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  

th a t has ta k e n  th e  lead in  a tta c k in g  W e i. T h e  s ta te  o f  C hu  

ha ted  W e i to  s u b m it to  y o u , so i t  p e rsuaded  Q in  to  a tta c k  

W e i. ’ T h e  k in g  o f  Q i has a lre a d y  been p la n n in g  to  a tta c k  

C h u , and  he a lso  has been a ngered  due to  C h u  ’ s u n fr ie n d ly  

a t t i tu d e  to w a rd s  h im . So he w i l l  d e f in ite ly  ask W e i to  cede 

som e la n d  to  Q in ,  s u b m it to  Q in  and  th e re fo re  m a ke  peace 

w i th  Q in . W h e n  th e  p o w e r fu l p e rson ag e — Z h a n g  Y i w a s  in
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p o w e r ,  Q in  and H a n  w e re  u n d e r  h is  f i r m  c o n tro l.  H o w e v e r ,  

th e  k in g  o f  Q i d is l ik e d  h im . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  k in g  o f  W e i d id  

n o t da re  re ly  on  h im . N o w  th ro u g h  the  m ig h t o f  Q i and  Q in ,  

Z h a i Q ia n g  and h is  s u p p o r te rs  are  a b o u t to  a lie n a te  C h u  and 

th u s  im p a ir  y o u r  p o w e r. I  am  w o r r ie d  a b o u t yo u . I f  yo u  are  

g o in g  to  cede som e la n d  to  Q in  to  m ake  peace w ith  i t ,  w h y  

n o t jo in  C h u  in s te a d ?  I f  Q in  lau nch es  a tta c k s  on  C hu  

im m e d ia te ly ,  th e  tro o p s  o f  C h u  ( s ta tio n e d  he re  to  h e lp  u s )  

w i l l  w i th d r a w ,  and  th e  k in g  o f  W e i w i l l  be scared. T h e n  you  

can ta ke  occas ion  to  cede th e  re g io n  n o r th  o f  th e  F e n sh u i 

R iv e r  to  Q in  to  m a ke  peace w i th  i t .  T h u s  yo u  can a lly  w ith  

Q in  to  a lie n a te  Q i. Q in  and C hu  w il l  a ttach  im portance  to  y o u , 

and c e rta in ly  you w i l l  be designated as the  new  p rim e  m in is te r. I 

th in k  b o th  the  k in g  o f Q in  and C hu  L i j i  hope fo r  th is  resu lt. 

Please a llo w  me to  d iscuss i t  w ith  them  on  y o u r behalf. ”

So th e  m esse ng e r w e n t to  c o n s u lt w i th  C h u  L i j i  and  s a id , 

“ I t  is  o f  p r im a ry  im p o rta n c e  fo r  H is  M a je s ty  ( r e fe r r in g  to  the  

k in g  o f  Q in )  to  a tta c k  P is h i. H o w e v e r ,  i f  y o u  ca n n o t o ccu p y  

i t ,  peop le  o f  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  lo o k  d o w n  o n  Q in . I f  y o u  seize 

P is h i and th e n  a tta c k  H a n  and  W e i based in  th is  re g io n , i t  

w i l l  be a dva n ta g e o u s  to  y o u r  s ta te . ”  C h u  L i j i  s a id , “ I  have 

a lre a d y  m ade  peace w i th  W e i,  so P is h i is  o f  no  use to  m e. ”  

T h e  m an  re p lie d , “ I  w i l l  t r y  to  read y o u r  m in d  a c c o rd in g  to  

m y  o w n  p e rsp e c tive . P lease d o n ’ t b la m e  m e fo r  th a t .  I  th in k  

th a t i f  yo u  keep  P is h i, y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  b e n e fit .  H o w e v e r ,  you  

have re tu rn e d  i t  to  W e i. Y o u  p ro b a b ly  d id  so because you  

th o u g h t yo u  w o u ld  n o t be ab le  to  m a in ta in  i t ,  so yo u  decided 

to  re tu rn  i t  to  W e i. B u t yo u  a re  indeed  m o re  th a n  capab le  o f 

m a in ta in in g  P is h i,  so w h y  d id  yo u  g iv e  i t  u p ? ”  C h u  L i j i
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a s k e d , “  H o w  can I m a in ta in  i t  th e n ? ”  T h e  m an  s a id , “ T h e  

s ta te s  th e  k in g  o f  W e i a re  re s o r t in g  t o ,  a re  Q i and C h u . T h e  

peop le  th e  k in g  o f  W e i e m p lo y s  to  g o v e rn  h is  s ta te  a re  L o u  B i 

and  Z ha i Q ia n g . N o w  th e  k in g  o f  Q i has to ld  th e  k in g  o f  W e i,  

‘ A re  yo u  re a lly  a b o u t to  a tta c k  Q i? ’ I t  m eans th a t he is  ready 

to  c o n fro n t th e  tro o p s  o f  W e i and  th e re fo re  w o n ’ t  com e to  o u r  

rescue. T h e  k in g  o f  C h u  is  a n g ry  because W e i re fu sed  to  

a p p o in t L o u  B i to  g o v e rn  th e  s ta te  b u t asked Z h a i Q ia n g  to  

m a ke  peace w ith  Q in  ins tea d . H e  seem s so a n g ry  th a t  he has 

a lre a d y  c u t o f f  t ie s  w i th  W e i. T h e  k in g  o f  W e i w as fr ig h te n e d  

and rea lized  th a t h is  s ta te  m ig h t be ru in e d . Z h a i Q ia n g  w a n ts  

to  a lly  w i th  Q i and Q in ,  a lie n a te  C h u  and  th u s  d im in is h  

L o u  B i ’ s p o w e r. L o u  B i w a n ts  to  a lly  w i th  Q in  and C h u , 

a lie n a te  Q i and  th u s  d e m in is h  Z h a i Q ia n g  ’ s p o w e r. Y o u ’ d 

b e tte r  s to p  W e i f ro m  m a k in g  peace w ith  Q in  and send 

som eone to  ta k e  a m essage to  L o u  B i as fo l lo w s ;  ‘ C an  you  

g iv e  m e th e  la n d  n o r th  o f  th e  F e n s h u i R iv e r?  I f  yo u  c a n , I  w i l l  

b u ild  an a llia n c e  w ith  C h u  and  a t th e  sam e t im e  e s tra n g e  Q i 

fo r  yo u  to  c o n s o lid a te  y o u r  p o w e r. T h a t ’ s w i th in  m y  reach . ’ 

L o u  B i w i l l  d e f in ite ly  be eager to  w in  o v e r th e  k in g  o f  C hu . 

T h e n  you  can a lso  send a m essage to  Z h a i Q ia n g  as fo l lo w s ;  

‘ C an  you  g iv e  m e th e  lan d  n o r th  o f  th e  F e n s h u i R iv e r?  I f  you  

c a n , I  w i l l  b u ild  an a llia n c e  w i th  Q i and a t th e  sam e t im e  

e s tra n g e  C h u  fo r  yo u  to  c o n s o lid a te  y o u r  p o w e r. ’ Z h a i Q ia n g  

w i l l  d e f in ite ly  be eager to  w in  o v e r th e  k in g  o f  Q i. T h u s  you  

can use th e  s ta te s  o f  Q i and  C h u  as w e ll as w in  o v e r L o u  B i 

and Z h a i Q ia n g  to  s u p p o r t yo u  w i th in  th is  s ta te . W h y  

s h o u ld n  ’ t yo u  be ab le  to  secure  th e  re g io n  o f  H e d o n g  

( r e fe r r in g  to  th e  a rea east o f  th e  Y e l lo w  R iv e r ) ? ”

V L  
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Book 25

The Fourth Volume on Wei

Someone Presented a Letter to Q in ’ s King

S om eone p re sen te d  a le t te r  to  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in ,  w h ic h  s ta te d , “ I p r iv a te ly  hea rd  th a t yo u  are  p la n n in g  to  

a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  b u t I am  a fra id  th a t you  m ig h t n o t be 

a b le  to  c a r ry  o u t y o u r  s tra te g y . So I hope  th a t yo u  th in k  

a b o u t i t  c a re fu lly .  A s  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  i t  is  c e n tra l to  

th o se  s ta te s  loca te d  cast o f  M o u n t X ia o . S uppose  th e re  w e re  a 

snake . I f  i ts  ta i l  w e re  h i t ,  its  head w o u ld  go  to  th e  t a i l ’ s 

rescue. I f  th e  head w e re  h i t ,  th e  ta i l  w o u ld  go  to  th e  h e a d ’ s 

rescue. I f  th e  c e n tre  o f  th e  b o d y  w e re  h i t ,  b o th  th e  head and 

th e  ta il w o u ld  go  to  th e  c e n tre ’ s rescue. T h e  s ta te  o f  W e i is 

th e  c e n tre  o f  th e  w o r ld .  I f  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  a tta c k  W e i,  i t  

s im p ly  te l ls  peop le  a ll o v e r th e  w o r ld  th a t yo u  are  a b o u t to  cu t 

o f f  th e  sp in e  o f  those  s ta te s  loca te d  cast o f  M o u n t  X ia o . 

I 'h c re fo re ,  i t  is  th e  r ig h t  t im e  fo r  a ll o f  th e m  to  com e to  W e i’ s 

rescue. I f  th ese  s ta te s  loca te d  east o f  M o u n t X ia o  rea lize  th a t 

th e y  w i l l  be d e fe a te d , th e y  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  becom e fr ig h te n e d . 

I f  th e y  a re  f r ig h te n e d ,  th e y  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  b u ild  a s tro n g  

a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r. I f  these  s ta te s  b u ild  a s tro n g  

a ll ia n c e , I  can fo resee  th a t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w i l l  soon be u n d e r 

severe  th re a t .  O n  y o u r  b e h a lf ,  I  p e rs o n a lly  th in k  it w o u ld  be 

b e tte r  i f  yo u  ta ke  m il i ta r y  a c tio n  a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  in  

th e  s o u th . C h u  ’ s m il i ta r y  fo rc e  is  w e a k , and  o th e r  s ta te s
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w o n ’ t  com e to  its  rescue. So y o u  can e n la rg e  y o u r  te r r i t o r y ,  

e n r ic h  y o u r  s ta te , s tre n g th e n  y o u r  m i l i ta r y  fo rce s  and 

co n s o lid a te  y o u r  p o w e r. H a v e n ’ t  yo u  hea rd  o f  th e  s to ry  o f 

T a n g  a tta c k in g  Jie? H e  a tta c k e d  th e  M ix u s  f i r s t  to  te s t J ie ’ s 

m i l i t a r y  p o w e r. A f t e r  he conque red  th e  M ix u s ,  he k n e w  h o w  

to  de fe a t J ie . N o w  Q in  is  a t e n m ity  w i th  th o se  s ta te s  east o f 

M o u n t  X ia o ,  and  d o e s n ’ t  a tta c k  th e  w e a k  areas f i r s t  to  te s t 

th e ir  m i l i t a r y  p o w e r. Y o u r  t ro o p s  w i l l  be b a d ly  d e fe a te d , and 

y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be in  severe  tro u b le .  ”  T h e  tro o p s  o f Q in  

a tta c k e d  L a n t ia n , Y a n  and  Y in g  in  th e  s o u th  as expected .

During the Sixth Year,Someone Had a Talk with W ei’s King

D u r in g  th e  s ix th  ye a r ( a f te r  E m p e ro r  Q in  S h ih u a n g  w as 

e n th ro n e d ) , som eone  had a ta lk  w ith  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

W e i and  s a id , “ P re v io u s ly ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Cao re lie d  on  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q i and  th e re fo re  d is re g a rd e d  th e  s ta te  o f  J in . W h e n  Q i Ю93

a tta c k e d  th e  s ta te  o f  L a i and  th e  s ta te  o f  J u , th e  peop le  o f  J in  

d e s tro y e d  Cao. T h e  s ta te  o f  Z eng  re lie d  on  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i to  

c o n fro n t th e  s ta te  o f  Y u e . W h e n  T ia n  H e  s t ir re d  up  a 

re b e llio n  in  Q i ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i w as in  chaos and  th e  peop le  o f 

Y u e  d e s tro y e d  Z eng . T h e  s ta te  o f  Z he ng  re lie d  on  th e  s ta te  o f 

W e i and th e re fo re  d is re g a rd e d  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . W h e n  the  

tro o p s  o f  W e i a tta c k e d  Y u g u a n , th e  peop le  o f  H a n  d e s tro y e d  

Z h e n g . T h e  s ta te  o f  Y u a n  re lie d  on  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and  th e  

D i p e o p le , and th e re fo re  d is re g a rd e d  th e  s ta te  o f  J in . W h e n  

b o th  Q in  and th e  D i peop le  s u ffe re d  f ro m  severe  fa m in e , the  

peop le  o f  J in  d e s tro y e d  Y u a n . T h e  s ta te  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  re lie d
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on th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  and  th e re fo re  

d is re g a rd e d  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao. W h e n  Q i and W e i a tta c k e d  the  

s ta te  o f  C h u , th e  peop le  o f  Z hao  d e s tro y e d  Z h o n g sh a n . T h e se  

f iv e  s ta te s  w e re  d e s tro y e d  because th e y  re lie d  e x c lu s iv e ly  on 

th e ir  a llia n ce . N o t o n ly  w e re  these  fiv e  s ta te s  d e s tro y e d  fo r  

th is  reason . A l l  th e  s ta te s  th a t have been d e s tro y e d  shared  the  

sam e e xp e rie n ce . So m a n y  reasons in d ic a te  th a t a s ta te  ca nn o t 

re ly  o n  its  a ll ie s ,  as th e re  are  n u m e ro u s  u n c e rta in  fa c to rs  

w i th in  an a llia n c e . S om e s ta te s  ca n n o t be re lie d  o n  because 

th e ir  p o lic ie s  and  e d ic ts  are  n o t g o o d , and  th e  re la t io n s h ip  

b e tw e e n  ru le rs  and  s u b je c ts  is  n o t h a rm o n io u s . Som e s ta te s  

c a n n o t be re lie d  on  because th e y  a re  u n d e r th e  th re a t o f  

fo re ig n  a g g re ss io n  o r  have  o th e r  p ro b le m s  caused b y  th e ir  

n e ig h b o u r in g  s ta te s . .Some s ta te s  a re  n o t d ep endab le  because 

o f  fa m in e  and th e  e x h a u s tio n  o f  a ll th e  reso u rces  and g ra in  

s to re s . Som e s ta te s  ca nn o t be re lie d  on  because th e y  are 

te m p te d  to  ta k e  a c tio n  fo r  som e p ro f i t  b u t e v e n tu a lly  f in d  

th e m s e lv e s  in  tro u b le .  F o r  a ll these  re a s o n s , I  k n o w  th a t a 

s ta te  ca n n o t re ly  e x c lu s iv e ly  o n  i ts  a llia n c e . N o w  yo u  re ly  on  

th e  m ig h t o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and be lie ve  th e  p ro m is e s  m ade 

b y  L o rd  C h u n s h e n . T h u s  yo u  a re  m a k in g  y o u rs e lf  a ta rg e t o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  b u t yo u  h a v e n ’ t  rea lize d  th is  fo r  a lo n g  

t im e . I f  L o rd  C h u n s h e n  changes h is  m in d ,  yo u  w i l l  be th e  

o n ly  one s u ffe r in g  Q in ’ s a g g re ss io n . Y o u  o w n  a s ta te  w ith  

te n  th o u s a n d  c h a r io ts . W h y  do  you  need to  ta k e  o rd e rs  o n ly  

f ro m  L o rd  C h u n sh e n ?  I d o n ’ t th in k  i t  is  w is e  fo r  yo u  to  do 

s o , and  I  hope  th a t  yo u  can th in k  a b o u t w h a t I  said 

c a re fu lly .  ”
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W e i’ s King Asked Zhang M ao a Question

T h e  k in g  o f th e  s ta te  o f  W e i asked Z h a n g  M a o , “ I  w a n t 

to  jo in  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  in  a tta c k in g  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . W h a t do 

yo u  th in k  a b o u t th a t? ”  Z h a n g  M a o  re p lie d , “ D o  yo u  th in k  

H a n  w i l l  w a it  to  be d e s tro ye d ?  O r  do  yo u  th in k  i t  w i l l  cede 

som e la n d  and th u s  s u b m it  to  o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld ? ”  T h e  

k in g  s a id , “ H a n  w i l l  cede som e lan d  and s u b m it to  o th e r  

s ta te s . ”  Z h a n g  M a o  a s k e d , “ D o  you  th in k  H a n  ha tes o u r  

s ta te  o r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ? ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ I t  ha tes W e i . ”  

Z h a n g  M a o  a s k e d , “ D o  yo u  th in k  H a n  co n s id e rs  Q in  m o re  

p o w e r fu l ,  o r  o u r  s ta te  m o re  p o w e r fu l? ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ I t  

c o n s id e rs  Q in  m o re  p o w e r fu l.  ”  Z h a n g  M a o  asked  fu r th e r ,  

“ D o  yo u  th in k  H a n  w i l l  cede la n d  and s u b m it to  th e  m o re  

p o w e r fu l s ta te  as w e ll as a lly  w ith  th e  s ta te  i t  d o e s n ’ t  h a te , 

o r  w i l l  i t  cede la n d  and s u b m it  to  th e  less p o w e r fu l s ta te  as 

w e ll as a lly  w i th  th e  s ta te  i t  h a te s? ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ H a n  w i l l  

cede la n d  and s u b m it  to  th e  m o re  p o w e r fu l s ta te  as w e ll as 

a lly  w ith  th e  s ta te  i t  d o e s n ’ t  ha te . ”  Z h a n g  M a o  s a id , “ T h e n  

w h e th e r  o r  n o t w e  s h o u ld  a tta c k  H a n  is c le a r to  yo u . ”

A Guest Had a T a lk  with Sima Siji

A  g u e s t had a ta lk  w i th  S im a  S iji and s a id , “ G e n e ra lly  

th o se  a d v o c a tin g  a lly in g  w ith  a ll o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld  

d o n ’ t k n o w  th e  s itu a t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld .  T h o s e  a d v o c a tin g  th a t 

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i c o n fro n t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  a lone  d o n ’ t  k n o w
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th e  s itu a t io n  in  W e i. P eop le  w h o  th in k  a m an  k n o w s  n o th in g  

a b o u t these  a fo re m e n tio n e d  tw o  k in d s  o f  peop le  d o n ’ t  k n o w  

th is  m an . W h a t ’ s th e  reason  fo r  a m an  to  advoca te  H ezo ng  

( r e fe r r in g  to  th e  s tra te g y  o f  a lly in g  w i th  a ll o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  

w o r ld  to  c o u n te ra tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in )?  W e l l ,  i f  H e zo n g  

succeeds , he w i l l  becom e v e ry  p o w e r fu l.  I f  n o t , he w i l l  lose 

p o w e r. A lth o u g h  he advoca tes  H e z o n g , he d o e s n ’ t  e xpe c t 

a n y  co n c re te  re s u lts  a t a ll .  W h y  no t h o b n o b  w i th  Q in  n o w  

w h e n  th o s e  th re e  s ta te s  are  s t i l l  f i r m ly  a llie d  w ith  one 

a n o th e r?  Q in  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  accept yo u . O th e rw is e ,  peop le  

a d v o c a tin g  L ia n h e n g  w i l l  c o n s p ire  a g a in s t yo u  and a t th e  same 

t im e  t r y  to  b u ild  an a llia n c e  w ith  Q in . I f  th is  is  th e  case , you  

w i l l  s u p p o r t y o u r  enem ies w ith  y o u r  o w n  s tre n g th . ”

W ei and Q in Attacked Chu

T h e  s ta te  o f  W e i and th e  s ta te  o f Q in  p la n n e d  to  a tta c k  

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  to g e th e r ,  h u t th e  k in g  o f  W e i w as re lu c ta n t 

to  do  so. L o u  H u a n  persuaded  h im ,  “ I f  yo u  d o n ’ t jo in  Q in  in  

a t ta c k in g  C h u , C h u  w i l l  jo in  Q in  in  a tta c k in g  yo u . I t  w o u ld  

be b e tte r  i f  yo u  le t Q in  and C h u  engage in  a w a r  w i th  each 

o th e r ,  th e n  yo u  can c o n tro l b o th  o f  th e m . ”

M arquis Rang Attacked the Capital of Liang

M a rq u is  R an g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  a tta c k e d  th e  c a p ita l o f 

L ia n g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i and  conque red  th e  re g io n  o f  B e izha i. 

T h e  k in g  o f  W e i w as  a b o u t to  y ie ld  to  th e  m a rq u is . Som eone
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had a ta lk  w i th  M a rq u is  R an g  and  s a id , “ Y o u  have invaded  

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and seized th e  areas o f  W a n  and  R an g  fro m  it  

to  e n la rg e  yo u  o w n  f ie f  in  T a o . Y o u  have inva de d  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q i and seized th e  areas o f G a n g sh o u  to  e n la rg e  y o u r  o w n  f ie f  

in  T a o . Y o u  have a lso  seized th e  re g io n s  o f  X u  and Y a n lin g  to  

e n la rg e  y o u r  f ie f  in  T a o . H o w e v e r ,  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  h a s n ’ t 

m e n tio n e d  th is .  W h y ?  Because th e  c a p ita l o f  L ia n g  has no t 

ye t been d e s tro y e d . N o w  i f  yo u  d e s tro y  th e  c a p ita l o f  L ia n g ,  

th e re  w i l l  be peop le  p ro te s t in g  a g a in s t y o u r  ke e p in g  X u  and 

Y a n lin g  fo r  y o u rs e lf .  I f  th is  is  th e  case, yo u  w i l l  f in d  y o u rs e lf  

a t an im passe . F o r  y o u r  s a ke , y o u ’ d b e tte r  g ive  up  a tta c k in g  

L ia n g . ”

Bai Gui Told Lord Xincheng

Bai G u i to ld  L o rd  X in c h e n g , “ P eop le  w a lk in g  d u r in g  th e  

n ig h t can re s tra in  th e m se lve s  f ro m  c o m m it t in g  a n y  

m is c o n d u c t. H o w e v e r ,  th e y  ca n n o t m ake  d ogs  s to p  y a p p in g  

a t th e m . A c c o rd in g ly ,  I w o n ’ t  speak i l l  o f  you  in  f r o n t  o f  H is  

M a je s ty . H o w e v e r ,  I ca n n o t s to p  o th e rs  sp e a k in g  i l l  o f  m e in  

f r o n t  o f  yo u . ”

Qin Attacked Guan of Han

T h e  tro o p s  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  a tta c k e d  th e  re g io n  o f 

G u a n  o f th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  and  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i 

se n t som e tro o p s  to  rescue G u a n . Z hao  J i s a id , “ Q in  is  a v e ry  

p o w e r fu l s ta te , and lie s  a d ja ce n t to  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and th e
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s ta te  o f  W e i. W e  w i l l  be safe i f  Q in  is  a t peace. I f  th e  tro o p s  

o f Q in  a re  d e p lo y e d , th e y  w i l l  e ith e r  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  

o r  o u r  s ta te . W e  are  lu c k y  th is  t im e  s ince  th e y  a re  a tta c k in g  

H a n . I f  yo u  send tro o p s  to  a ss is t H a n ,  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  w i l l  

w i th d ra w  fro m  G u a n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and  w i l l  th e n  

d e f in ite ly  tu rn  to  a tta c k  o u r  c a p ita l— L ia n g . ”  H o w e v e r ,  the  

k in g  o f  W e i d id  n o t l is te n  to  h im ,  and s a id , “ I f  w e  do  n o t 

send re in fo rc e m e n ts  to  H a n ,  H a n  w i l l  be h i t te r  to w a rd s  u s , 

and th e re fo re  w i l l  a l ly  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  in  th e  w e s t. I f  

Q in  and  H a n  a lly  w ith  each o th e r ,  o u r  s ta te  w i l l  he in  

d a n g e r. ”  So th e  k in g  sen t tro o p s  to  ass is t H a n .

T h e  tro o p s  o f Q in  gave up  G u a n  and  a tta c k e d  th e  s ta te  o f 

W e i as e xpe c ted . T h e  k in g  o f  W e i w as e x tre m e ly  f r ig h te n e d ,  

and  he to ld  Z hao  J i ,  “ W e  are  n o w  in  t ro u b le  because I d id  n o t 

ta k e  y o u r  adv ice . W h a t s h a ll w e  do  n o w ? ”  O n  b e h a lf o f  th e  

k in g  o f  W e i,  Z hao  J i w e n t to  see th e  k in g  o f  Q in  and  s a id , “ I 

heard  th a t th e  w a y  a w is e  s o v e re ig n  g o v e rn s  h is  s ta te  is  th a t 

in s te a d  o f c o n d u c tin g  g o v e rn m e n t a f fa irs  a c c o rd in g  to  h is  o w n  

w h im ,  he w i l l  l is te n  to  th e  adv ice  o f  o th e rs . I hope  th a t you  

w i l l  s to p  a t ta c k in g  W e i. P lease ta k e  m y  adv ice . ”  T h e  k in g  o f 

Q in  a s k e d , “  W h a t adv ice  w i l l  yo u  g ive  m e? ”  Z hao  J i s a id , 

“ W h y  do  th o se  s ta te s  east o f  M o u n t X ia o  so m e tim e s  a lly  w ith  

one a n o th e r ,  and a t o th e r  t im e s  c u t o f f  re la t io n s  w ith  each 

o th e r? ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  s a id , “ I do  n o t k n o w . ”  Z hao  J i s a id , 

“ T h e  reason  th a t th e y  b u ild  an a llia n c e  is  th a t yo u  do  n o t keep 

y o u r  w o rd . A n d  th e  reason  th a t th e y  c u t o f f  t ie s  w ith  one 

a n o th e r  is  th a t you  so m e tim e s  keep  y o u r  w o rd . R e c e n tly  you  

a tta c k e d  G u a n  o f th e  s ta te  o f  H a n .  b u t b e fo re  th e  b a tt le s
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th e re  w e re  o v e r ,  yo u  o rd e re d  th e  o ff ic e rs  and m en  to  a tta c k  

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. N o th in g  is m o re  l ik e ly  to  b r in g  on  an 

a llia n c e  o f  th o se  s ta te s  th a n  th is . T h e s e  s ta te s  b e lie ve  th a t the  

g reed  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  is  end less  and th e re fo re  i t  ca n n o t be 

s a tis fie d  a n y w a y . H e n c e , fo r  y o u r  s a k e , i t  w o u ld  be b e tte r  to  

ta ke  c o n tro l o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao. I f  Q in  ta k e s  c o n tro l o f 

Z h a o , th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  w i l l  n o t da re  re fu se  to  s u b m it to  you . 

A n d  as a r e s u lt ,  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ca nn o t 

b u ild  an a llia n c e  a m o ng  th e m s e lv e s . I f  a ll  o th e r  s ta te s  in  the  

w o r ld  v ie  w ith  each o th e r  in  a t ta c k in g  y o u , th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  

w i l l  he w eakened . ”  So th e  k in g  o f  Q in  gave up  h is  m il i ta r y  

a c tio n  a g a in s t W e i.

Qin and Zhao Engaged in a W ar

T h e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and  th o se  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Z hao  engaged  in  a w a r  a g a in s t each o th e r. Som eone had a ta lk  

w ith  th e  k in g  o f  W e i and  s a id , “ Y o u ’ d b e tte r  h e lp  Z hao  

c o n fro n t Q in . I f  yo u  do  n o t h e lp  Z h a o , Z hao  w i l l  n o  lo n g e r  

f ig h t  th e  tro o p s  o f Q in  w i th  o n ly  th e  re m n a n ts  o f  i ts  a rm y . I f  

you  h e lp  Z hao  c o n fro n t Q in ,  th e  tro o p s  o f Z hao  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  

la u n c h  a tta c k s  on  Q in  a ga in . T h e re fo re ,  Z hao  w i l l  a tta c h  

im p o rta n c e  to  y o u r  s ta te . T h u s  yo u  can m a n ip u la te  w a r fa re  

b e tw e e n  Z hao  and Q in . Y o u  can e ith e r  pe rsuade  b o th  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q i and th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u , o r  

w in  o v e r b o th  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  to  a tta c k  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. T h e n  yo u  can a w a it b e co m in g  th e  leade r o f  a ll 

th o se  s ta te s  loca ted  east o f  M o u n t X ia o . ”



m
ш

s

+
ж [ E 5 c ]

% „ ” ^ S S E : “ E ^ a S ^ S l R l i t i . , ,, l ! l £ B : “ M ig l t i ,? ” 3F S S E :

Ш= S f S Z Z ^ i k ^ i - M S S ^ i l i t L o  S A ' m . M . 3 E S W i n S Z S i J ^ ? ” 

( £ ) 0 : “ * Ж с ” “ е | ! $ * й & . £ № ^ А Ж Ж £ Ш ! ¥ ? ” ( Я ) В : “ *

1106

14" i i l

^ Я ± 7  jx ®

‘* ^ ^ , ” “ > ^ 4 ®  . ^ j . ^ i h # l H * ! L J a S S ' ] i L  tb ^чд ,? ”

4 t Ж iX . : “ ^ ^ 0” “ ^ ^ ^ ^ S J i h ^ S ^ - ^ ^ ^ ' f :ro,,4 tЖ -^£ : “ ^ . ,,

[J l>z : ]

[4"i£l



The W ar in Changping

D u r in g  th e  w a r  in  C h a n g p in g , L o rd  P in g d u  c o n s u lte d  

w ith  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f W e i and asked  h im , “ W h y  no t 

jo in  o th e r  s ta te s  in  c o u n te ra tta c k in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ? ”  T h e  

k in g  o f W e i s a id , “ Q in  has p ro m is e d  to  cede m e th e  re g io n  o f 

Y u a n y o n g  (a n  area th a t  used to  b e lo n g  to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i b u t 

w as o ccup ie d  b y  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ) .  ”  L o rd  P in g d u  s a id , “ I 

th in k  ce d in g  Y u a n y o n g  to  us is  n o th in g  b u t an e m p ty  

p ro m is e . ”  T h e  k in g  a s k e d , “  W h a t do  you  m e a n ? ”  L o rd  

P in g d u  s a id , “ T h e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  and  th o se  o f  Z hao  have been 

engaged in  a w a r  fo r  a lo n g  t im e  and  no  one k n o w s  w h ic h  side 

w i l l  w in . I f  o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld  a lly  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  w i l l  be d e s tro y e d . I f  th e y  a lly  w i th  th e  

s ta te  o f  Z h a o , th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w i l l  be d e s tro y e d . T h e  k in g  o f 

Q in  is  a fra id  th a t  yo u  m ig h t change  y o u r  m in d ,  so he 

p ro m is e d  to  cede yo u  th e  re g io n  o f  Y u a n y o n g  to  appease you . 

I f  Q in  w in s  th e  w a r  a g a in s t Z h a o , d a re  yo u  dem and  th e  re g io n  

o f  Y u a n y o n g  fro m  Q in ? ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ I  dare  n o t do  th a t .  ”  

“ I f  Q in  does n o t w in  th e  w a r  a g a in s t Z h a o , can yo u  persuade  

th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  to  cede th e  re g io n  o f  Y u a n y o n g  to  y o u ? ”  T h e  

k in g  s a id , “ I c a n n o t. ”  “ T h a t ’ s w h y  I  sa id  i t  is  n o th in g  b u t an 

e m p ty  p ro m ise . ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , " I  see. ”

Lou W u Built an Alliance Between Q in and Wei

L o u  W u  b u i l t  an a llia n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and the
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s ta te  o f  W e i and a rra n g e d  fo r  th e  s o ve re ig n s  o f  these  tw o  

s ta te s  to  m ee t each o th e r  on  th e  b o rd e r. H e  c o n fe rre d  w ith  

th e  k in g  o f  W e i and s a id , “ I f  you  m ee t th e  k in g  o f  Q in  b e fo re  

a p p o in t in g  som eone to  be p r im e  m in is te r  o f  o u r  s ta te , th e  

k in g  o f  Q in  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  reco m m en d  som eone to  yo u  to  be 

o u r  p r im e  m in is te r .  I f  yo u  d o n ’ t c a rry  o u t h is  o rd e r ,  o u r  

re la t io n s h ip  w ith  Q in  w i l l  d e te r io ra te . I f  you  do  c a r ry  o u t h is  

o rd e r ,  f ro m  th e n  o n ,  a ll y o u r  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  w i l l  

fo c u s  o n  h o b n o b b in g  w i th  th o se  s o ve re ig n s  w h o  issue  o rd e rs  

to  y o u . M o re o v e r ,  i f  yo u  m ee t th e  k in g  o f  Q in  and  a p p o in t 

th e  one  reco m m en d ed  b y  h im  as o u r  p r im e  m in is te r ,  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q i w i l l  c u t o f f  its  t ie s  w i th  us. A s  a re s u lt  , th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  

w i l l  d is re g a rd  y o u r  m ig h t .  N o th in g  c o u ld  be b e tte r  th a n  

a p p o in t in g  a p r im e  m in is te r  w h o  can w in  o v e r th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. 

T h u s  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i w i l l  be h a p p y  w i th  us. I f  w e  w in  o v e r th e  

s ta te  o f  Q i ,  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  w i l l  a tta c h  m u c h  im p o r ta n c e  to  

yo u  w h e n  yo u  m ee t h im . ”

Rui Song Wanted Q in and Zhao to Cut Their Ties with  

Each Other

R u i S ong  w a n te d  th e  s ta te s  o f  Q in  and  Z hao  to  c u t th e ir  

tie s  w ith  each o th e r ,  so he asked  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i to  ta k e  back  

th e  lan d  used fo r  s u p p o r t in g  th e  queen m o th e r  o f  Q in . Q in ’ s 

k in g  w as v e ry  a n g ry . R u i S ong  to ld  Q i n ’ s k in g ,  “ O u r  s ta te  

w a n te d  to  fo l lo w  Y o u r  M a je s ty  b u t yo u  re je c te d  u s , so w e 

have tu rn e d  to  fo l lo w  Z hao. O nce  L i  H a o  to ld  m e , ‘ Y o u  said 

th a t yo u  have c u t y o u r  d ilp o m a t ic  re la t io n s  w ith  Q in ,  b u t you
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s t i l l  cede som e lan d  to  s u p p o r t Q in ’ s queen m o th e r . Y o u  are  

c h e a tin g  us. ’ So w e  have ta k e n  b a ck  th e  lan d . ”  Q in  ’ s k in g  

w as i r r i ta te d .s o  he cu t o f f  d ip lo m a t ic  re la t io n s  w i th  Z hao.

Someone Had a T a lk  w ith C h u ’ s King on W e i’ s Behalf

O n b e h a lf o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  som eone had a ta lk  w ith  

th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and s a id , “ I f  yo u  ask th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  i t  c e r ta in ly  w o n ’ t l is te n  to  

yo u . I f  th is  is  th e  case , n o t o n ly  w i l l  y o u r  p la n  n o t be c a rr ie d  

o u t b y  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  b u t yo u  w i l l  a lso  h a rm  th e  re la t io n s  

w i th  W e i. I f  C h u  and W e i a re  a t o dd s  w i th  each o th e r ,  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q in  w i l l  becom e m o re  p o w e r fu l and  in f lu e n t ia l.

H e n c e , i t  w o u ld  be b e tte r  i f  yo u  jo in  o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld  

in  la u n c h in g  a co n ce rte d  a tta c k  a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f  Q i 

im m e d ia te ly . Then you  can e xcha ng e  som e te r r i t o r y  w ith  the  

s ta te  o f  W e i w ith o u t  ca u s in g  a n y  c a su a ltie s  to  y o u r  a rm y  o r  ц ц  

d a m a g in g  th e  re la t io n s  w i th  W e i. So a ll y o u r  w ish e s  w i l l  

c e r ta in ly  be fu l f i l le d .  ”

Guan Bi Ordered Zhai Qiang to Go to Qin on a Diplomatic 

Mission

G u an  B i o rd e re d  Z ha i Q ia n g  to  go  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  on  a 

d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n . H e  had a ta lk  w ith  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

W e i and s a id , “ T h e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  Z h a i Q ia n g  and m e 

is  s im ila r  to  th a t b e tw e e n  a p e rson  fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  J in  and a 

p e rson  fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . T h e  p e rso n  fro m  J in  rea lized
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t h a t  th e  p e rson  f r o m  C h u  w as  q u ic k - te m p e re d ,  so he ca rr ied  

h is  s w o rd  and  w a lk e d  v e ry  s lo w ly  o n  p u rpose . T h e  person  

f r o m  C h u  ha ted  th is  s lo w n e s s ,  so he u rg e d  h im  to  m ove  m o re  

q u ic k ly .  I f  I  go  to  s ta y  in  a h o te l  in  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  i t  w i l l  

n o t  have e no ug h  ro o m s  to  lodge  m y  a t te n d a n ts .  I f  Z ha i Q ia n g  

goes th e re ,  he w o n ’ t  have  a place to  s tay. Z ha i Q ia n g  is y o u r  

v e ry  p o w e r fu l  and  in f lu e n t ia l  h ig h - r a n k in g  c o u r t  o f f i c ia l ,  b u t  

he w i l l  be t re a te d  v e ry  b a d ly  b y  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in .  H o w  can i t  

t re a t  h im  th a t  w a y ? ”

Lord Chengyang Wanted Han and Wei to Take Orders 

from  Qin

L o r d  C h e n g y a n g  w a n te d  b o th  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and the  

s ta te  o f  W e i  to  ta k e  o rd e rs  f r o m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  b u t  th e  k in g  

o f  W e i  co ns ide red  th a t  i t  w as  d isa dva n tag eo us  to  do  so. Bai 

G u i  had a t a l k  w i t h  th e  k in g  o f  W e i  and sugges ted  to  h im ,  

“ Y o u ’ d b e t te r  s e c re t ly  send som eone  to  ta ke  a m essage to  

L o r d  C h e n g y a n g  as f o l lo w s ;  4I f  yo u  e n te r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  i t  

w i l l  d e f in i te y  d e ta in  yo u  th e re  to  coerce th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  in to  

ced ing  m o re  land  to  i t .  I f  H a n  re jec ts  i t ,  Q in  w i l l  d e ta in  you  

as w e l l  as la u n c h  a t ta c k s  aga ins t H a n .  H e n c e ,  y o u ’ d b e t te r  

p o s tp o n e  y o u r  jo u r n e y  to  Q in  and ask i t  to  send a hos tage  

here. ’  T h u s  L o r d  C h e n g y a n g  w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  n o t  go  to  the  

s ta te  o f  Q in .  T h e n  Q in  and  H a n  w o n ’ t a l l y  w i t h  each o th e r ,  

and  as a r e s u l t , y o u  w i l l  becom e p o w e r fu l  and in f lu e n t ia l .  ”
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Q in Occupied the County o f Ning

T h e  t r o o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  seized th e  c o u n ty  o f  N in g  

f r o m  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  T h e  k in g  o f  W e i  sen t som eone to  

in f o r m  th e  k in g  o f  Q in ,  “ I f  you  r e tu r n  th e  c o u n ty  o f  N in g ,  I 

w i l l  m ake  peace w i t h  yo u  b e fo re  o th e r  s ta tes  o f  th e  w o r ld .  ”  

Som eone to ld  th e  k in g  o f  Q i n ,  “ P lease do  n o t  l is te n  to  h im . 

T h e  k in g  o f  W e i  rea lizes th a t  he can no  lo n g e r  r e ly  on  o th e r  

s ta tes  o f  th e  w o r l d ,  so he w a n ts  to  m ake  peace w i t h  yo u  f i r s t .  

In  o rd e r  to  reach a ce ase f ire ,  th e  s ta te  th a t  has los t  th e  c o u n ty  

o f  N in g  w i l l  need to  cede tw ic e  as m u c h  land  as th e  c o u n ty  o f  

N in g  to  th e  v ic to r .  H o w  can th e  v ic to r  r e tu r n  th e  c o u n ty  o f  

N in g  to  th e  lo s e r? ”

Q in Stopped Attacking Handan

T h e  t ro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  s to pp ed  a t ta c k in g  H a n d a n  

to  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  and seized th e  c o u n ty  o f  N in g .  W u  

Q in g  w as a f ra id  th a t  th e  k in g  o f  W e i m ig h t  m ake  peace w i t h  

Q in ,  so he to ld  th e  k in g  o f  W e i ,  “ D o  yo u  k n o w  th e  reason fo r  

Q i n ’ s a g g re s s io n  a ga in s t y o u r  s ta te?  Peop le  a l l  o v e r  th e  w o r ld  

say th a t  yo u  have been c lose to  th e  k in g  o f  Q in ,  b u t  n o w  you 

a re  no  lo n g e r  c lose  to  h im ,  so he lau nch ed  a t ta c k s  o n  you. 

T h e y  say th a t  y o u r  s ta te  is w ea k .  B u t  in  fa c t ,  y o u r  s ta te  is 

n o t  as w e a k  as th e  E as t Z h o u  and  th e  W e s t  Z h o u .  H o w e v e r ,  

th e  t r o o p s  o f  Q in  le f t  H a n d a n  and  bypassed th e  t w o  Z h o u s  to  

a t ta c k  y o u ,  because th e y  t h i n k  i t  is easy to  c o n q u e r  you . N o w
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have yo u  seen th a t  yo u  w i l l  s u f fe r  a gg ress ion  i f  yo u  g iv e  th e  

im p re s s io n  o f  w ea kne ss  to  Q in .  ”

W e i’ s King W anted to Attack Handan

W e i ’ s k in g  w a n te d  to  send t ro o p s  to  a t ta c k  H a n d a n .  

W h e n  J i L ia n g  heard  o f  t h i s ,  he re tu rn e d  a l th o u g h  he had 

t ra v e l le d  h a l fw a y  to  h is  d e s t in a t io n .  H is  c lo th e s  w e re  

c reased , b u t  he d i d n ’ t  have t im e  to  s m o o th  th em . H is  head 

w a s  v e ry  d i r t y ,  b u t  he d i d n ’ t  have t im e  to  w ash  i t .  T h u s  he 

w e n t  to  see th e  k in g  im m e d ia te ly  and s a id ,  “ W h e n  I  w as  on  

th e  w a y  b a c k ,  I  saw  som eone  on  th e  m a in  road and he w as 

d r i v in g  h is  ca rr iag e  and  t r a v e l l in g  to w a r d s  th e  n o r th .  H e  to ld  

m e ,  41 am  hea d ing  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  C hu .  ’ I s a id ,  4 I f  yo u  are 

g o in g  to  C h u ,  w h y  a re  yo u  t r a v e l l in g  n o r t h w a r d s ? ’ H e  sa id ,  

4 M y  horse  is v e ry  good. ’ I s a id ,  4 A l t h o u g h  y o u r  ho rse  is 

g o o d ,  th is  is n o t  th e  r ig h t  w a y  to  C hu . ’ H e  s a id ,  41 have a 

lo t  o f  m o n e y  p repa red  fo r  th is  t r ip .  ’ I  s a id ,  4 A l t h o u g h  you  

have a lo t  o f  m o n e y ,  th is  is n o t  th e  r ig h t  w a y  to  C hu . ’ H e  

s a id ,  4 M y  d r iv e r  is v e ry  s k i l l f u l .  ’ 4 T h e  m o re  e x c e l le n t  the  

a fo rm e n t io n e d  fa c to rs  a re ,  th e  m o re  d is ta n t  yo u  are  f r o m  the  

s ta te  o f  C hu .  ’ N o w  w h a te v e r  Y o u r  M a je s t y  d oes , y o u  w a n t  

to  u n i f y  th e  w o r ld  to  becom e K in g  o r  at leas t e s ta b l is h  a m o s t  

p o w e r fu l  s ta te  to  becom e L o r d - p r o te c to r .  W h a te v e r  a c t ion  

Y o u r  M a je s t y  ta k e s ,  yo u  w a n t  to  e x te n d  y o u r  h o n e s ty  across 

th e  w o r ld .  W i t h  y o u r  vas t t e r r i t o r y  and e x c e l le n t  w e a p o n s ,  

yo u  are g o in g  to  a t ta c k  H a n d a n  to  e n la rge  y o u r  t e r r i t o r y  and 

o b ta in  a m o re  p o w e r fu l  r e p u ta t io n .  T h e  m o re  a c t io n s  you
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ta k e ,  th e  m o re  d i f f i c u l t  i t  is f o r  yo u  to  u n i f y  th e  w o r ld .  T h is  

is s o m e w h a t  th e  same as t r a v e l l in g  n o r th w a r d s  to  go  to  th e  

s ta te  o f  C h u .  ”

Zhou Xiao Had a T a lk  w ith Gong Tuo

Z h o u  X ia o  had a t a lk  w i t h  G o n g  T u o  and  s a id ,  “ P lease 

te l l  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  th a t  I w a n t  to  serve  in  a n o th e r  

s ta te  to  w o r k  f o r  h im  and have th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  h e lp  m e g a in  a 

p o s i t io n  in  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  ”  G o n g  T u o  

s a id ,  “ T h a t ’ s n o t  poss ib le .  B y  so d o in g , y o u  are  s h o w in g  Q i 

th a t  yo u  are  p o w e r le s s  and  indeed o f  no  in f lu e n ce .  T h e  s ta te  

o f  Q i  w i l l  n o t  pose a th re a t  to  th ose  c lose  to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i 

on  b e h a l f  o f  th o s e  n o t  c lose  to  W e i.  H e n c e ,  y o u ’ d b e t te r  

p re te n d  th a t  yo u  a re  c lose  to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  I f  yo u  te l l  th e  

k in g  o f  Q i , ‘ I f  yo u  w a n t  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  to  do  s o m e th in g  fo r  

y o u ,  j u s t  te l l  m e ,  and I  w i l l  persuade  i t  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a l l  y o u r  

o r d e r s ’ , t h e  s ta te  o f  Q i  w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  s u p p o r t  you . T h e n  you  

w i l l  w in  o v e r  Q i ,  and a lso w in  o v e r  W e i  because o f  y o u r  c lose 

re la t io n s  to  Q i .  ”

Zhou Ju Was Close to Qi

Z h o u  Ju w as  c lose  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  and Z ha i Q ia n g  w as 

c lose  to  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u .  T h e y  b o th  w a n te d  to  d r iv e  Z h a n g  Y i  

o u t  o f  p o w e r  in  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  W h e n  Z h a n g  Y i  hea rd  o f  

t h i s ,  he a p p o in te d  peop le  lo y a l  to  h im  to  serve  as o f f ic e rs  in  

ch a rge  o f  re c e iv in g  g ues ts  v is i t in g  th e  k in g  o f  W e i  and act as
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spies. A s  a r e s u l t ,  no  one  dared  speak i l l  o f  Z h a n g  Y i .

Zhou Ju Fled to Qi

Z h o u  Ju  f led  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  and th is  angered  th e  k in g  

o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in .  So he sent Y a o  Jia  to  co n d e m n  th e  k in g  o f  

W e i.  F o r  th is  re a so n ,  th e  k in g  o f  W e i  sent a m essage to  th e  

k in g  o f  Q in  as f o l lo w s ;  “ In  m y  s ta te ,  Z h o u  Ju  w as  th e  o n ly  

p e rson  w h o  a l l ie d  w i t h  o th e r  s ta tes  f o r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  N o w  

Z h o u  Ju  has le f t  m e  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  and as a r e s u l t , no  

one w i l l  fo cus  on  w in n in g  o v e r  o th e r  s ta tes  in  th e  w o r ld  on 

b e h a l f  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  S o ,  f ree  f r o m  a ll  b u rd e n s  posed by  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  w e  can a lso  serve  yo u  a c c o rd in g  to  o u r  o w n  

w i l l .  I f  yo u  w a n t  to  la u n c h  an a t ta c k  a ga in s t th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  

im m e d ia te ly ,  you  can u rg e  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  to  jo in  you . ”

Qin and W ei Built an Alliance with Each Other

T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  b u i l t  an a l l ian ce  

w i t h  each o th e r .  T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i  and  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  a l l ied  

w i t h  each o th e r  to  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  W e i  sent some 

peop le  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  to  ask  f o r  re in fo r c e m e n ts ,  and th e  

ca rr iag es  o f  W e i ’ s e m issa r ies  t ra v e l le d  to  Q in  in  an end less 

s t re a m . H o w e v e r ,  Q in  d id  n o t  send a ny  t r o o p s  to  rescue 

W e i.

In  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ,  th e re  w as  a m an  nam ed  T a n g  J u ,  

w h o  w as  in  h is  n in e t ie s .  H e  to ld  th e  k in g  o f  W e i , “ I  w a n t  to  

go  to  th e  w e s t  to  pe rsuade  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  to  send
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re in fo rc e m e n ts  here  b e fo re  I  come back . W o u ld  yo u  a l lo w  me 

to  do so ? ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ Y e s ,  p lease. ”  So he had ca rr iages  

p re pa re d  fo r  T a n g  Ju  and  le t  h im  go  to  Q in .  T a n g  Ju  w e n t  to  

see th e  k in g  o f  Q in ,  and th e  k in g  s a id ,  “ Y o u  are o f  such  an 

o ld  age. I t  m u s t  have been v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  yo u  to  cove r  such 

a lo n g  d is ta n ce  to  see me. W e i  has a lre a d y  sent m a n y  

m essengers  h e re ,  and I  k n o w  th a t  y o u r  s ta te  is in  severe 

dange r.  ”  T a n g  Ju  s a id ,  “ Y o u  have a lre a d y  rea lized  th a t  W e i  

is in  d a n g e r ,  b u t  you  s t i l l  h a v e n ’ t  sent t r o o p s  to  h e lp  us. 

T h is  s h o w s  th a t  y o u r  a d v iso rs  a re  r e a l ly  in c o m p e te n t .  W e i  is 

a s ta te  w i t h  ten  th o u s a n d  c h a r io ts ,  b u t  th e  k in g  o f  W e i  has 

dec la red  W e i  a dep en de ncy  o f  y o u r  s ta te . H e  accepted  the  

r o b e ,  h a t  and  b e l t  yo u  b e s to w e d ,  and p re sen te d  o f fe r in g s  to  

yo u  a t th e  ce rem on ies  he ld  b o th  in  th e  s p r in g  and a u tu m n  

because he th in k s  th a t  Q in  is a p o w e r fu l  s ta te  and  th e re fo re  

can be re l ied  o n  as an a l ly .  N o w  th e  t ro o p s  o f  Q i  and C hu  

have a lre a d y  a r r iv e d  at th e  s u b u rb s  o f  th e  c a p i ta l  o f  th e  s ta te  

o f  W e i ,  b u t  yo u  h a v e n ’ t  sent re in fo c e m e n ts  th e re .  I f  W e i  

f in d s  i t s e l f  u n d e r  severe t h r e a t ,  i t  w i l l  cede some t e r r i t o r y  to  

Q i  and C h u  to  m ake  peace w i t h  th e m . I f  t h is  is th e  case, h o w  

w i l l  yo u  be ab le  to  h e lp  i t  even yo u  w a n t  to  do  so? In  th is  

case, th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ,  w h ic h  has o n ly  te n  th o u s a n d  c h a r io t s , 

w i l l  be d e s t ro y e d  to  s t r e n g th e n  y o u r  e n e m y  s ta te s— Q i and 

C hu . P e rs o n a l ly  I  t h i n k  th a t  y o u r  a d v is o rs  are re a l ly  

in c o m p e te n t .  ”

T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  g ro a n e d  and  appeared  re g re t fu l .  H e  

im m e d ia te ly  sent t ro o p s  to  m a rc h  to w a rd s  W e i  d ay  and  n ig h t .  

W h e n  th e  sove re ig ns  o f  Q i  and C h u  hea rd  o f  t h i s ,  th e y
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o rd e re d  th e i r  t r o o p s  to  re t re a t  and  r e tu r n  to  t h e i r  o w n  s ta tes. 

O w in g  to  T a n g  J u ’ s in te rc e s s io n  to  th e  k in g  o f  Q in»  th e  s ta te  

o f  W e i  w as  saved.

Lord X in ling K illed Jin  Bi

L o r d  X in l i n g  k i l le d  J in  B i ,  re l ieve d  H a n d a n ,  de fea ted  the  

t ro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and  secured th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao. T h e  

k in g  o f  Z hao  w e n t  to  th e  s u b u rb s  o f  th e  ca p i ta l  o f  H a n d a n  in 

pe rson  to  w e lc o m e  h im .  T a n g  Ju had a t a lk  w i t h  L o r d  X in l in g  

and  s a id ,  “ I hea rd  th a t  th e re  are som e fac ts  w e  c a nn o t  k n o w ,  

som e fac ts  w e  s h o u ld  k n o w ,  som e fac ts  w e  s h o u ld  n o t  fo rg e t  

and  some fac ts  w e  s h o u ld  f o r g e t . ”  L o r d  X in l i n g  a s k e d ,  

“ W h a t  do  yo u  m ean  b y  sa y in g  t h a t ? ”  T a n g  Ju  r e p l ie d ,  “ I f  

th e re  a rc  som e peop le  w h o  hate  y o u ,  yo u  s h o u ld  k n o w  th a t .  

I f  yo u  ha te  som e p e o p le ,  yo u  s h o u ld  n o t  le t  o th e rs  k n o w .  I f  

som e peop le  have done  you  fa v o u rs ,  yo u  s h o u ld  n o t  fo rg e t  

th a t .  I f  yo u  have done o th e rs  a f a v o u r ,  you  s h o u ld  fo rg e t  it. 

N o w  yo u  have k i l le d  J in  B i ,  rescued  H a n d a n ,  de fea ted  the  

t ro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and secured th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao. 

T h e r e fo r e ,  th e  k in g  o f  Z hao  has com e to  th e  s u b u rb s  to  

w e lc o m e  yo u  in  person . W h e n  yo u  m ee t th e  k in g  o f  Z h a o ,  I 

hope th a t  yo u  w i l l  fo rg e t  th is  fa v o u r  you  have done  to  h im .  ”  

L o r d  X in l i n g  s a id ,  “ I  w i l l  c a re fu l l y  f o l l o w  y o u r  in s t ru c t io n s .  ”

Wei Attacked Guan but Could Not Conquer I t

T h e  t ro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  a t ta c k e d  th e  c i t y  o f  G u an
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b u t  c o u ld  n o t  c o n q u e r  i t .  Suo  G ao w a s  a m an  f r o m  A n l i n g ,  

and h is  son w as  th e  o f f i c e r  d e fe n d in g  th e  c i t y  o f  G u an . L o r d  

X in l i n g  sent som eone  to  in f o r m  L o r d  A n l i n g ,  “  P lease send 

Suo  G ao  to  m e. I  w i l l  a p p o in t  h im  as one  o f  m y  h ig h - ra n k in g  

c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  and a p p o in t  h im  to  be a se n io r  o f f i c e r  to  p ro te c t  

me. ”  L o r d  A n l i n g  s a id ,  “ A n l i n g  is o n ly  a s m a l l  s ta te ,  and  I 

a m  incapab le  o f  c o e rc in g  th e  peop le  here  in to  c a r r y in g  o u t  m y  

o rd e rs .  P lease ask  an e m is s a ry  to  in v i te  h im  in  person . ”  T h e n  

he sent som eone  to  ta k e  th e  e m is s a ry  to  Suo  G a o ’ s p lace and 

in f o r m  h im  o f  L o r d  X i n l i n g ’ s o rd e r .  Suo  G ao  s a id ,  “ T h e  lo rd  

th in k s  h ig h ly  o f  m e  and  th e re fo re  is a b o u t  to  a p p o in t  m e to  

a t ta c k  th e  c i t y  o f  G u an . A s k in g  a fa th e r  to  a t ta c k  a c i ty  

de fended  b y  h is  o w n  son w i l l  be d e r id e d  b y  peop le  a l l  o v e r  th e  

w o r ld .  I f  m y  son y ie ld s  to  m e  because I  am  h is  fa th e r ,  he w i l l  

b e t ra y  h is  o w n  so ve re ig n . I d o n ’ t  t h i n k  yo u  w o u ld  respec t 

fa th e rs  w h o  goad  th e i r  sons to  act a ga in s t  t h e i r  sove re igns . I 

w o u ld  v e n tu re  to  b o w  tw ic e  to  you  to  re jec t  th is  o rd e r .  ”

T h e  e m is s a ry  re p o r te d  th is  to  L o r d  X in l i n g ,  and L o r d  

X in l i n g  became v e ry  a n g ry .  H e  sent an im p o r ta n t  e m is s a ry  to  

A n l i n g  and d e c la re d ,  “ T h e  re g io n  o f  A n l in g  a lso  b e lon gs  to  

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i .  N o w  I have a t ta c k e d  th e  c i t y  o f  G u a n  b u t  

fa i led  to  ta ke  i t .  I f  th e  t ro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  ta ke  occas ion  

to  invade  m y  s ta te ,  w e  w i l l  be in  d ange r.  I  hope  th a t  yo u  can 

a r re s t  Suo  G ao  and send h im  here  a live . I f  yo u  don  ’ t agree 

w i t h  m e ,  I  w i l l  send a h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs  to  invade  

A n l i n g . ”  L o r d  A n l i n g  s a id ,  “ M a r q u is  C h e n g ,  m y  deceased 

fa th e r ,  to o k  o rd e r  f r o m  K in g  X ia n g  to  de fend  th is  reg ion . 

N o w  I  am  c a r r y in g  th e  la w s  o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  l i b r a r y  in  m y
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hands. In  th e  f i r s t  p a r t , i t  s t a t e s , ‘ Sons w h o  have m u rd e re d  

th e i r  fa th e rs  and c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  w h o  have m u rd e re d  th e i r  

sove re ig ns  w i l l  n eve r  be abso lved  in  a ny  case. A l t h o u g h  the  

s ta te  m ig h t  issue an a b s o lu t io n ,  th ose  w h o  have su rre n d e re d  

and g iv e n  up  th e  areas th e y  de fended  to  th e  e n e m y  w i l l  n o t  be 

p a rdo ne d . ’ N o w  I  have  re jec ted  th e  h ig h  p o s i t io n  L o rd  

X in l i n g  o f fe re d  m e to  ensu re  th e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  fa th e rs  

and  sons. H o w e v e r ,  yo u  said th a t  you  w a n t  Suo  G ao to  be 

sent to  yo u  a l ive .  T h e r e fo r e ,  you  are fo rc in g  m e  to  act aga ins t  

th e  o rd e rs  o f  K in g  X ia n g  and p u t  th e  la w s  k e p t  in  o u r  

g o v e rn m e n t  l i b r a r y  in  d isuse. A l t h o u g h  I  m ig h t  lose m y  l i f e ,  

I  dare  n o t  f o l lo w  y o u r  o rd e r .  ”

W h e n  Suo  G ao h ea rd  t h is ,  he s a id ,  “ L o r d  X in l in g  is a 

v e ry  c a n ta n k e ro u s  person . I f  w e  re jec t  h im ,  o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be 

in  severe t ro u b le .  I  have  a lre a d y  p e r fo rm e d  m y  ro le  as a c o u r t  

o f f ic ia l .  H o w  can I  p u t  m y  so ve re ig n  in  t r o u b le  w i t h  th e  s ta te  

o f  W e i  caused b y  m e ? ”  T h e n  he w e n t  to  th e  h o te l  w h e re  L o r d  

X i n l i n g ’ s e m is s a ry  w as  s ta y in g  and c o m m it te d  su ic ide.

W h e n  L o r d  X in l i n g  hea rd  th a t  Suo  G ao had k i l le d  

h im s e l f ,  he w e n t  in to  m o u r n in g ,  d ressed h im s e l f  in  w h i t e  and 

spen t th e  n ig h t  o u ts id e  h is  res idence. H e  a lso  sen t an 

e m is s a ry  to  L o r d  A n l i n g  to  a po log ize  to  h im  fo r  h is  

m is c o n d u c t .  H e  s a id ,  “ I  am  a base person . I  w as  m u d d le -  

headed and o f fe n d e d  yo u  w i t h  in a p p ro p r ia te  w o rd s .  Please 

a l lo w  m e  to  b o w  tw ic e  to  yo u  and  fo rg iv e  m y  m is c o n d u c t .  ”
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Wei ’ s King Took a Boat to Go Fishing Along with Lord  

Longyang

W e i ’ s k in g  to o k  a boa t to  go  f is h in g  a lo n g  w i t h  L o r d  

L o n g y a n g .  L o r d  L o n g y a n g  ca u g h t  m o re  th a n  te n  f is h .  T h e n  

she c r ie d  and  te a rs  ro l le d  d o w n  he r  face. T h e  k in g  a s k e d ,  

“ W h a t ’ s th e  m a t te r?  I f  th e re  is s o m e th in g  w r o n g  w i t h  y o u ,  

w h y  n o t  te l l  m e  a b o u t  i t ? ”  L o r d  L o n g y a n g  re p l ie d ,  “ I  dare  

n o t  feel th a t  s o m e th in g  is w r o n g  w ii t h  me. ”  T h e  k in g  a s k e d , 

“ W h y  are yo u  c r y in g  th e n ? ”  L o r d  L o n g y a n g  s a id ,  " I  am  

c r y in g  f o r  th e  f is h  I  have c a u g h t .  ”  T h e  k in g  a s k e d ,  “ W h y ? ”  

She re p l ie d ,  “ W h e n  I  c a u g h t  th e  f i r s t  f i s h ,  I  w as  v e ry  happy . 

T h e n  I c a u g h t  b ig g e r  ones. N o w  I  w a n t  to  d isca rd  th o s e  I  

have c a u g h t  be fo re . A n d  as u g ly  as I  a m ,  I am  v e ry  lu c k y  to  

o b ta in  th e  chance  to  se rve  yo u  in  y o u r  e v e ry d a y  l i fe .  N o w  m y  

p o s i t io n  is as h ig h  as a lo rd .  Peop le  w i l l  w a lk  a w a y  q u ic k ly  

w h e n  th e y  see m e  at c o u r t .  A n d  th e y  w i l l  c i r c u m v e n t  w h e n  

th e y  m ee t m e  on  th e  road. W i t h i n  th e  F o u r  Seas, th e re  are 

n u m e ro u s  p r e t t y  w o m e n .  W h e n  th e y  h ea r  th a t  I  am  che r ished  

b y  Y o u r  M a je s t y ,  th e y  w i l l  u p l i f t  t h e i r  c lo th e s  to  com e o v e r  

to  you . A s  a r e s u l t , !  w i l l  f in d  m y s e l f  in  th e  same s i tu a t io n  as 

th e  f is h  I have ca u g h t  be fo re . I  w i l l  be d isca rded  to o .  H o w  

can I  h o ld  b ack  m y  te a rs ? ”  W e i ’ s k in g  s a id , “ Y o u  are  w ro n g .  

I f  you  had th is  o n  y o u r  m in d ,  w h y  d i d n ’ t you  te l l  m e  a bo u t  

i t ? ”  H e  th e n  issued an o rd e r  to  peop le  a l l  o v e r  th e  s ta te  as 

f o l l o w s ;  “ W h o e v e r  dares  to  re c o m m e n d  b e a u t i fu l  w o m e n  to  

m e  w i l l  have h is  c lan  e x te rm in a te d .  ”
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J u d g in g  f r o m  t h a t ,  i t  is n a tu ra l  th a t  th e  be loved  ones o f  a 

so ve re ig n  w o u ld  f l a t t e r  h im  and th e i r  w a y s  o f  f la t t e r in g  are 

a lm o s t  pe r fec t .  I f  one  w a n ts  to  re c o m m e n d  a b e a u t i fu l  w o m a n  

l i v in g  one th o u s a n d  l i  a w a y  to  h is  s o v e re ig n ,  w o u ld  the  

w o m a n  d e f in i t e ly  be app re c ia te d  and love d  b y  th e  sovere ign?  

A l t h o u g h  she m ig h t  be app re c ia te d  and  lo v e d ,  w o u ld  the  

re c o m m e n d e r  d e f in i t e ly  be ab le  to  ta k e  adva n ta g e  o f  h e r  by  

m a n ip u la t in g  he r  a c c o rd in g  to  h is  o w n  w i l l ?  T h o s e  be loved  

ones o f  so ve re ig n s  a lw a y s  ha te  each o th e r  and v ie  w i t h  each 

o th e r  fo r  fa v o u r .  In s te ad  o f  w i tn e s s in g  th e i r  h a p p in e ss ,  I  can 

fo resee th e  d isa s te rs  th e y  m ig h t  s u f fe r  in  th e  fu tu re .  Ins tead  

o f  b e n e f i t in g  each o t h e r , t h e y  are f u l l  o f  e n m i t y  to w a r d s  each 

o th e r .  P re s e n t in g  p r e t t y  w o m e n  to  a so ve re ig n  is n eve r  th e  

r ig h t  w a y  to  e x h ib i t  o n e ’ s w is d o m .

Qin Took Sudden M ilita ry  Action Against Wei

T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  to o k  sudden  m i l i t a r y  a c t io n  a ga in s t the  

s ta te  o f  W e i.  Som eone had a t a l k  w i t h  th e  k in g  o f  W e i  and 

sa id ,  “ I t  is m o re  adva n ta g eo us  to  cede an area to  an e n e m y  to  

m a k e  peace w i t h  i t  th a n  s im p ly  d is c a rd in g  th is  area w h e n  you 

are  n o t  ab le  to  sa fegua rd  i t  d u r in g  a w a r .  I t  is a lso  m o re  

adva n ta g eo us  to  d is c a rd  an area th a n  f i g h t in g  to  th e  d ea th  to  

de fe nd  i t  ( w h e n  i t  becomes im p o s s ib le  to  do  s o ) .  A  b ig  

m is ta k e  c o m m it te d  b y  o rd in a r y  peop le  is th a t  th e y  n o r m a l ly  

w o u ld  d isca rd  an area ins tea d  o f  ced ing  i t  to  th e  e n e m y  to  

m a k e  peace w i t h  i t ,  o r  th e y  w o u ld  f i g h t  to  th e  d ea th  to  de fend  

i t  in s tead  o f  d is c a rd in g  i t  w h e n  i t  w as  necessary  to  do  so.
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N o w  you  have lo s t  severa l  h u n d re d  squa re  l i  o f  lan d  and 

dozens o f  c i t ie s  and to w n s .  H o w e v e r , y o u r  s ta te  is s t i l l  u n d e r  

th e  th re a t  o f  a gg re ss ion  f r o m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in .  Y o u  have 

d isca rd e d  y o u r  land  ins tead  o f  ce d ing  i t  to  th e  ene m y  to  m ake  

peace w i t h  i t .  Q in  is a p o w e r fu l  s ta te ,  and no  o th e r  s ta te  in  

th e  w o r ld  can m a tc h  i t  in  te rm s  o f  m ig h t .  O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  

y o u r  s ta te  is  e x t re m e ly  w ea k .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  you  s t i l l  m anage 

to  in c u r  Q i n ’ s a gg ress ion . M o r e o v e r ,  yo u  are a lso  ready  to  

o rd e r  y o u r  peop le  to  f i g h t  to  th e  d ea th  to  d e fe nd  y o u r  

t e r r i t o r y  ins tead  o f  d is c a rd in g  i t .  T h i s  is a d o u b le -m is ta k e .  

N o w  i f  yo u  use m y  s t r a te g y ,  y o u r  s ta te  w o n ’ t be dam aged 

a l th o u g h  yo u  m ig h t  lose som e la n d ,  and  yo u  w o n ’ t  be h a rm e d  

th o u g h  yo u  m ig h t  condescend  to  pay hom age  to  th e  k in g  o f  

Q in .  B y  so d o in g ,  y o u  w i l l  be free  f r o m  a gg re ss ion  and can 

a lso  avenge  y o u r  h a t re d  to w a rd s  Q in .

“ In  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i n ,  e v e ry o n e ,  f r o m  p o w e r fu l  g o v e rn o r  

to  p o w e r le s s  s e rv a n ts  d r i v in g  ca rr iag es  fo r  respec tab le  o ld  

p e o p le ,  s a y s , ‘ S h a l l  I  j o i n  th e  L a o s ,  o r  sh a l l  I  j o in  th e  L t i s ? ’ 

In  th is  in s ta n c e ,  b o th  o rd in a ry  people  and  o f f ic ia ls  s e rv in g  at 

c o u r t  are o f  th e  same m in d .  N o w  i f  yo u  cede some la n d  to  

b r ib e  Q i n ,  m a k e  su re  th a t  yo u  le t  th e m  k n o w  th a t  th is  is 

L a o  A i ’ s c o n t r ib u t io n  to  Q in .  I f  y o u  condescend  y o u r s e l f  to  

pay  hom ag e  to  th e  k in g  o f  Q i n , m a k e  su re  th a t  yo u  do  so 

th r o u g h  L a o  A i  ’ s in t r o d u c t io n .  I f  yo u  s u p p o r t  L a o  A i  w i t h  

y o u r  s ta te ,L a o  A i  w i l l  be th e  w in n e r .  I f  th is  is th e  case, th e  

queen  m o th e r  o f  Q in  w i l l  becom e e x t re m e ly  g ra te fu l  to  y o u ,  

and as a r e s u l t , y o u  can d eve lo p  b e t te r  re la t io n s  w i t h  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q in  th a n  a l l  th e  s ta tes  in  th e  w o r ld  do. Q in  and W e i  have
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e s tab l ish ed  t ies  a h u n d re d  t im e s  and cheated  each o th e r  a 

h u n d re d  t im e s  as w e l l .  N o w  i f  yo u  h o b n o b  w i t h  Q in  t h ro u g h  

L a o  A i  and th u s  e s ta b l is h  th e  c loses t re la t io n s  w i t h  i t ,  w h ic h  

s ta te  in  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  re fuse  to  cu t o f f  i t s  t ies  w i t h  L i i  B u w e i 

to  f o l lo w  L a o  A i?  A l l  th e  s ta tes  in  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  d e f in i te ly  

c u t  o f f  t h e i r  t ies  w i t h  L u  B u w e i  and  j o in  L a o  A i .  T h u s  you  

w i l l  avenge y o u r s e l f  a ga in s t  th e  L t is .  ”

Q in ’ s King Sent Someone to Take a Message to Lord Anling

T h e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  sent som eone  w i t h  the  

f o l lo w in g  m essage to  L o r d  A n l i n g :  “ I  w a n t  to  t ra d e  f iv e  

h u n d re d  square  l i  o f  lan d  fo r  th e  area o f  A n l in g .  W o u ld  you  

p lease agree  to  m y  s u g g e s t io n ? "  L o r d  A n l in g  s a id ,  “ I t  is v e ry  

k in d  o f  yo u  to  do m e  th is  b ig  fa v o u r  b y  o f f e r r in g  m e  a m u c h  

la rg e r  area to  e xchange  fo r  A n l in g .  H o w e v e r ,  I  accepted 

A n l i n g  f r o m  o u r  deceased so ve re ig n  and  w o u ld  r a th e r  keep i t  

d u r in g  m y  l i fe t im e .  I dare  n o t  exchange  i t  w i t h  you . ”  T h e  

k in g  o f  Q in  w as  u n h a p p y  w i t h  L o r d  A n l i n g ,  so L o r d  A n l in g  

sent T a n g  J u to  Q in  o n  a d ip o m a t ic  m iss io n .

T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  to ld  T a n g  J u ,  " I  o f fe re d  f iv e  h u n d re d  

square  l i  o f  lan d  in  exchange  fo r  th e  area o f  A n l i n g , b u t  L o rd  

A n l i n g  w o u ld  n o t  agree  w i t h  me. W h a t  ’ s th e  reason? 

M o r e o v e r ,  th e  t r o o p s  o f  m y  s ta te  have de fea ted  th e  s ta te  o f  

H a n  and to p p le d  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  H o w e v e r ,  L o r d  A n l i n g  has 

s u rv iv e d  based in  h is  f i f t y  square  l i  o f  la n d ,  because I 

c o n s id e r  h im  as a respec tab le  o ld  m an  and th e re fo re  have n o t  

in te n d e d  to  seize th is  area f r o m  h im .  N o w  I  have o f fe re d  to
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t ra d e  an area te n  t im e s  la rg e r  f o r  A n l i n g  to  e n la rge  L o r d  

A n l i n g ’ s f ie f .  H o w e v e r , h e  has re jec ted  m y  o f fe r .  D o e s n ’ t he 

lo o k  d o w n  u p o n  m e ? ”  T a n g  Ju re p l ie d ,  “ N o ,  i t  is n o t  l ik e  

th a t .  L o r d  A n l i n g  accepted  th e  f ie f  f r o m  o u r  deceased 

so ve re ig n  and  th e re fo re  he m u s t  keep  i t  a t a ny  cos t.  E v e n  i f  

yo u  o f fe re d  an area o f  one th o u s a n d  square  / г ,  he w o u ld  n o t  

t ra d e  A n l i n g  f o r  i t ,  le t  a lone  f iv e  h u n d re d .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  

became v e ry  a n g ry  and asked T a n g  J u ,  “ H a v e  yo u  eve r  heard  

w h a t  happens  i f  a Son o f  H e a v e n  is a n g e re d ? ”  T a n g  Ju 

r e p l ie d ,  “ I h a v e n ’ t  hea rd  o f  th a t .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  sa id ,  

“ W h e n  a Son  o f  H e a v e n  is v e x e d ,  a m i l l i o n  peop le  w i l l  lose 

t h e i r  l i v e s ,  and  th e i r  b lo o d  w i l l  f l o w  b eyo nd  a d is tan ce  o f  one 

th o u s a n d  l i .  ”  T a n g  Ju  s a id ,  “ H a v e  yo u  e ve r  hea rd  w h a t  

happens  w h e n  a m an  o f  no  p o w e r  a t a l l  is v e x e d ? ”  T h e  k in g  o f  

Q in  s a id ,  “ W h e n  a m an  o f  no  p o w e r  is v e x e d ,  he w i l l  j u s t  

ta ke  o f f  h is  h a t  and  shoes and b u m p  h is  head a ga in s t th e  

g ro u n d .  ”  T a n g  Ju  s a id ,  “ T h is  descr ibes  th e  re a c t io n  o f  an 

o rd in a r y  m an  w h e n  he is vexed . H o w e v e r ,  a s c h o la r  w i l l  n o t  

reac t th e  same w a y .  W h e n  Z h u a n  Z h u  assass ina ted  W a n g  

L ia o ,  a c o m e t  o b s c u re d  th e  m o o n . W h e n  N ie  Z he ng  

assass ina ted  H a n  G u i ,  a w h i t e  ra in b o w  covered  th e  sun. 

W h e n  Y a o  L i  assass ina ted  Q in g  J i ,  a b la c k  h a w k  sw oo pe d  

d o w n  u po n  th e  c o u r t  h a l l .  T h e se  th re e  p ersons  w e re  o f  no 

p o w e r  a t a l l .  B e fo re  th e y  e xp lo d e d  w i t h  a n g e r ,  som e o m in o u s  

s igns  descended f r o m  H e a ven .  I n c lu d in g  m e ,  th e re  w o u ld  be 

fo u r  such  scho la rs .  I f  such  a s c h o la r  is v e x e d ,  t w o  p ersons  

w i l l  lose th e i r  l i v e s ,  and th e i r  b lo o d  w i l l  f l o w  o n ly  f iv e  bu  o v e r  

th e  g ro u n d .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  peop le  a l l  o v e r  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  be in
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m o u r n in g ,  and such an e ven t w i l l  happen  to d a y .  ” H e  d re w  h is 

s w o rd  and  s to od  up  s u d d e n ly .  A  s ign  o f  s u b m is s io n  appeared 

on  th e  face o f  th e  k in g  o f  Q in .  H e  k n e l t  d o w n  o n  th e  g ro u n d  

f o r  a lo n g  t im e  and a p o lo g iz e d ,  "P le a s e  s i t  d o w n ,  S ire .  W h y  

are yo u  o v e r  re a c t in g  to  such  an e x te n t?  H a n  and  W e i  w e re  

d e s t ro y e d  b u t  L o r d  A n l in g  has m a in ta in e d  h is  f i f t y  squa re  l i  

f ie f  s u c c e s s fu l ly  o n ly  due  to  y o u r  p a tronage . I  can see th a t .  ”
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Book 26

The First Volume on Han

The Troops of the States o f H an , Zhao and W ei Defeated 

the Zhis

A f te r  th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te s  o f  H a n ,  Z hao  and  W e i 

de fea ted  M a rq u is  Z h i and k i l le d  h im ,  th e y  w e re  g o in g  to  

d iv id e  up  h is  te r r i to r y .  D ua n  G u i su gges ted  to  H a n ’ s k in g ,  

“ W h e n  h is  lan d  is  d iv id e d  u p ,  m a ke  su re  th a t  yo u  ge t 

C henggao . ”  H a n ’ s k in g  s a id , “ T h e  la n d  o f  C he nggao  is fu l l  

o f  s to ne s  and  th e re fo re  i t  ca n n o t h o ld  a n y  w a te r . T h is  la n d  is 

o f  no  use to  m e. ”  D ua n  G u i s a id , “ Y o u  a re  w ro n g . I have 

hea rd  th a t  one  can o p e ra te  a la n d  o f  a th o u s a n d  Li b y  

c o n tro l l in g  o n ly  a Li o f  lan d  because o f i ts  a dva n ta g eo us  

g e o g ra p h ic a l c o n d it io n . A n  a rm y  w i th  o n ly  te n  th o u s a n d  

s o ld ie rs  can de fe a t a vas t a rm y  because o f  a s u rp r is e  m il i ta r y  

a c tio n . I f  Y o u r  M a je s ty  ta ke  m y  a d v ic e , o u r  s ta te  w i l l  

d e f in ite ly  o ccu p y  th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z he ng . ”  T h e  

k in g  s a id , “  G o od  id e a . ”  H e  th e n  to o k  o v e r C he nggao  as 

e xpe c ted . F ro m  th e n  o n ,  H a n  a c c u m u la te d  its  p o w e r,d e fe a te d  

and  o ccup ie d  th e  s ta te  o f  Z he ng .

Dacheng W u Came from  Zhao

D acheng  W u  cam e to  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  f ro m  th e  s ta te  o f 

Z hao  and  to ld  S hen B u h a i, “ I f  yo u  can h e lp  m e g a in  p o w e r in
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th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  th ro u g h  th e  m ig h t  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  I  w i l l  

h e lp  yo u  g a in  p o w e r in  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  th ro u g h  th e  m ig h t o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao. T h u s  yo u  w i l l  ta k e  c o n tro l o f  tw o  H a n s  and 

I w i l l  ta ke  c o n tro l o f  tw o  Zhaos. ”

The Troops of W ei Besieged Handan

T h e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i besieged th e  c a p ita l o f 

H a n d a n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao. A t  th a t t im e ,S h e n  B u h a i had 

ju s t  t r ie d  to  h o b n o b  w ith  M a rq u is  Z h a o , th e  th e n  s o ve re ig n  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . H o w e v e r ,  he c o u ld  n o t guess th e  in te n t io n s  

o f  M a rq u is  Z h a o , so he fea red  th a t i f  he adv ised  th e  m a rq u is  

to  ta ke  a c t io n , i t  m ig h t be a g a in s t th e  m a rq u is ’ o w n  w i l l .  

T h e  k in g  ( r e fe r r in g  to  M a rq u is  Z h a o )  asked  S hen B u h a i,  

“ W h ic h  s ta te  do  yo u  th in k  I can a lly  w i th ? ”  S hen  B u h a i 

re p lie d , “ A t  th is  c ru c ia l m o m e n t, th is  is  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  

q u e s tio n  w e  a re  fa c in g . P lease le t m e p o n d e r i t  th o ro u g h ly  

and d e e p ly . ”  T h e n  he s e c re tly  to ld  Z hao  Z h u o  and  H a n  C h a o , 

“ Y o u  b o th  a re  p e rsua s ive  speake rs  o f  th is  s ta te . A s  c o u r t 

o f f ic ia ls  s e rv in g  a s o v e re ig n , h o w  can i t  be p o ss ib le  fo r  the  

s o v e re ig n  to  ta k e  y o u r  adv ice  e v e ry  tim e ?  P lease ju s t  t r y  to  

pe rsuade  h im  w i th  y o u r  a b s o lu te  lo y a lty .  ”  T h e n  th e y  b o th  

w e n t to  see th e  k in g  to  d iscu ss  ch o o s in g  w h ic h  s ta te  to  a lly  

w ith .  S hen B u h a i s e c re tly  o b se rve d  th e  k in g ’ s re a c tio n  to  

th e ir  v ie w s  and th e n  p e rsuaded  th e  k in g  to  a lly  w ith  th e  s ta te  

th e  k in g  h im s e lf  p re fe rre d . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  k in g  w as v e ry  

h a p p y  and  s a tis fie d  w i th  h im .

#
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Shen Buhai Recommended His Cousin

S hen B u h a i reco m m en d ed  h is  co us in  to  be e m p lo y e d  b y  

th e  g o v e rn m e n t o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  b u t M a rq u is  Z hao  d id  n o t 

a g re e , so Shen B u h a i appea red  u n h a p p y . M a rq u is  Z hao  s a id , 

“ T h is  is a g a in s t w h a t I  have lea rn e d  f ro m  yo u . S h o u ld  I 

o v e r lo o k  y o u r  in s t ru c t io n s  and  accep t yo u  re c o m m e n d a tio n ?  

O r  s h o u ld  I  fo l lo w  y o u r  in s t ru c t io n s  and re je c t y o u r  

re c o m m e n d a tio n ?  O nce  you  to ld  m e to  e m p lo y  peop le  by  

c h e c k in g  th e ir  c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  th e  s ta te  and in s p e c t in g  th e ir  

c a p a b ility .  N o w  yo u  a re  a s k in g  m e to  e m p lo y  y o u r  re la t iv e . 

W h a t do  yo u  th in k  1 s h o u ld  do  th e n ? ”  Shen  B u h a i th e n  le f t  h is  

seat and a p p o lo g ize d  to  th e  m a rq u is , “ Y o u  a re  re a lly  th e  so rt 

o f  p e rson  I  a d m ire . ”

Su Q in Persuaded H a n ’ s King to Join Hezong on Behalf of
x _

1147

Chu

Su Q in  advo ca te d  H e z o n g  on  b e h a lf o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . 

H e  w e n t to  pe rsuade  H a n ’ s k in g  to  jo in  H e zo n g  and s a id , 

“ H a n  has d a n g e ro u s  p laces such  as G o n g , L u o  and  C h e ng ga o  

in  th e  n o r th  and  n a tu ra l s tra te g ic  passes such  as Y iy a n g  and 

C h a n g b a n  in  th e  w e s t. I t  a lso  has Y u a n ,  R an g  and th e  

W e is h u i R iv e r  in  th e  east and  M o u n t X in g  in  th e  s o u th . I t  

o w n s  a t e r r i t o r y  o f  one  th o u s a n d  squa re  Li and te n s  o f 

th o u s a n d s  o f  a rm o u re d  s o ld ie rs . A l l  th e  f i r m  b o w s  and  s h a rp  

a r ro w s  a re  p ro d u ce d  in  H a n . E x c e lle n t b o w s  p ro d u ce d  in  H a n
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such  as X i Z i ,  Shao F u ,  S h i L i  and  Ju  S hu  can reach  th e  

ta rg e ts  loca te d  m o re  th a n  s ix  h u n d re d  bu  a w a y . I f  th e  s o ld ie rs  

o f  H a n  ra ise  th e ir  fee t to  la u n c h  a r ro w s ,  th e y  can la u n c h  one 

h u n d re d  w ith o u t  s to p p in g . T h e  a rro w s  re a ch in g  d is ta n t ly  can 

h it  e n e m ie s ’ c h e s ts , and th o se  re a c h in g  nea r can p e n e tra te  

e n e m ie s ’ h e a rts . A l l  th e  w ea po ns  such  as s w o rd s  and 

h a lb e r ts  used b y  th e  tro o p s  o f  H a n  are  p ro du ced  in  M o u n t 

M in g ,  T a n g x i ,  M o y a n g  and  H e b o . A l l  th e  p re c io u s  s w o rd s , 

fo r  in s ta n c e , D en g  S h i,  W a n  P in g ,  L o n g  Y u a n  and T a i A ,c a n  

cu t cow s and ho rses  in to  p ieces on  lan d  and  k i l l  sw ans and 

geese in  th e  w a te r . W h e n  th e y  e n c o u n te r e n e m ie s , th e y  w i l l  

behead th e m  im m e d ia te ly . In  a d d it io n ,  H a n  a lso  is  r ic h  in  

s tro n g  a rm o u r ,  s h ie ld s , h e lm e ts , iro n  a rm -p ro te c to rs ,  

le a th e r  th u m b -p ro te c to rs  and ropes used to  b in d  s h ie ld s . T h e  

tro o p s  o f  H a n  a re  so b ra ve  and to u g h  th a t  i f  th e y  w e a r s tro n g  

a rm o u r ,s te p p e d  on  p o w e r fu l b o w s  and  c a r ry  s h a rp  s w o rd s  to  

f ig h t  e ne m y t ro o p s ,  needless to  say th a t e v e ry  one o f  th e m  

can e a s ily  c o n fro n t a h u n d re d  a dve rsa rie s . D e s p ite  th e  

s tre n g th  o f  H a n  and th e  w is d o m  o f  Y o u r  M a je s ty ,  yo u  s t i l l  

p la n  to  go  to  th e  w e s t to  s u b m it to  Q in ,  n o m in a te  y o u r  s ta te  

as its  e a s te rn  d e p e n d e n c y , b u ild  a X a n a d u  fo r  its  k in g ,  accept 

its  ro b e , ha t and b e l t , o f fe r  s a c rif ic e  a t i ts  g ra n d  ce rem on ies  

he ld  b o th  in  th e  s p r in g  and in  th e  a u tu m n , and se rve  it  

s u b m is s iv e ly . T h u s  th e  s ta te  w i l l  be h u m il ia te d , yo u  w i l l  be 

d e r id e d , and  n o th in g  c o u ld  be w o rse . So I  hope  th a t Y o u r  

M a je s ty  w i l l  th in k  it  o v e r c a re fu lly .  I f  yo u  s u b m it to  Q in ,  Q in  

w i l l  d e f in ite ly  ask fo r  o u r  Y iy a n g  and C henggao . I f  w e  g ive  

th e m  to  i t  n o w , i t  w i l l  ask fo r  m o re  la n d  n e x t year. I f  w e
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agree  w i th  i t ,  w e  w i l l  no  lo n g e r  have a n y  la n d  to  cede. I f  w e  

re je c t i t ,  a ll o u r  p re v io u s  e f fo r ts  w i l l  be in  va in . M o re o v e r ,  

w e  w i l l  s u f fe r  m o re  fu tu re  d is a s te rs  caused b y  i t .  In  a d d it io n , 

th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  Y o u r  M a je s ty  is  l im i te d , h u t th e  ra p a c ity  o f 

Q in  is end less . I f  w e  s u b m it to  th e  end less ra p a c ity  o f  Q in  

w i th  o u r  l im ite d  t e r r i t o r y ,  w e  are  ju s t  p u rc h a s in g  h a tre d  and 

tro u b le .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  w ith o u t  c o n fro n t in g  o u r  enem y in  any  

b a t t le ,  o u r  lan d  w i l l  be ceded. I have heard  a s a y in g  and  i t  

s a y s , ‘ 1 w o u ld  ra th e r  be th e  head o f  a c h ic k e n  th a n  be th e  ta il 

o f  a co w . ’ N o w  yo u  are  g o in g  to  se rve  Q in  s u b m is s iv e ly  

w e s tw a rd s . Is  th e re  a ny  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th is  and  b e in g  th e  

c o w ’ s ta il?  Y o u r  M a je s ty  is  w ise  and c a p a b le , and  yo u  a lso  

c o n tro l th e  fo rm id a b le  tro o p s  o f  th e  p o w e r fu l H a n ,  b u t you  

a re  p u rs u in g  th e  n o to r ie ty  o f  b e in g  th e  co w  ’  s ta i l.  I 

p e rs o n a lly  fee l v e ry  asham ed fo r  yo u . ”  H a n ’ s k in g  appeard  

i r r i ta te d .  H e  s tre tc h e d  h is  a rm ,  to o k  h is  s w o rd , g roaned  

d e e p ly  to w a rd s  th e  s k y  and  s a id , “ I w i l l  d e f in ite ly  re fu se  to  

s u b m it to  Q in  even th o u g h  I  m ig h t  lose  m y  life . N o w  you  

have ta u g h t m e th e  in s t ru c t io n s  o f  C h u ’ s k in g ,  and I  w i l l  lead 

m y  s ta te  to  fo l lo w  yo u  re s p e c tfu lly .  ”

Zhang Y i Advocated Lianheng on Behalf of Q in and 

Persuaded H a n ’ s K ing to Join H im

Z h a n g  Y i advoca ted  L ia n h e n g  on  b e h a lf o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in  and pe rsuaded  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  to  jo in  h im . 

H e  s a id , “  T h e  g e o g ra p h ic a l c o n d it io n  o f  H a n  is  v e ry

d a n g e ro u s , and  th e  p eo p le  l iv e  in  m o u n ta in o u s  areas. T h e y
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can o n ly  g ro w  b a r le y  and beans. T h e y  eat e ith e r  fo o d  m ade o f 

beans o r  p o r r id g e  m ade e x c lu s iv e ly  o f  bean leaves. I f  a y e a r ’ s 

h a rv e s t is  b a d , peop le  w i l l  n o t even have e no ug h  c h a ff  to  feed 

th e m s e lv e s . Y o u r  te r r i t o r y  is  less th a n  n in e  h u n d re d  squa re  l i  

and  y o u r  s to re  o f  g ra in  is  n o t e n o u g h  to  s u p p o r t th e  s ta te  fo r  

tw o  years . I  e s tim a te  th a t  Y o u r  M a je s ty  has no m o re  th a n  

th re e  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs , in c lu d in g  b a tm e n  and o th e r  

se rv ice  peop le . A p a r t  f ro m  th o se  d e fe n d in g  b o rd e r  passes and 

s tra te g ic  fo r t s ,  yo u  have no  m o re  th a n  tw e n ty  h u n d re d  

th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs . Q in  has m o re  th a n  one  m il l io n  a rm o u re d  

t ro o p s ,  a th o u s a n d  c h a r io ts ,  ten  th o u s a n d  w a r  ho rses  and 

c o u n tle s s  w a r r io rs  w h o  w i l l  advance  fe a r le s s ly  and f l in g  th e ir  

h a lb e r ts  to  c o n fro n t enem ies even th o u g h  th e ir  faces a re  h i t  by  

e ne m y a rro w s . Q in ’ s a rm o u re d  tro o p s  are  n u m e ro u s  and  its  

w a r  ho rses  are  o f  h ig h e s t q u a lity .  W h e n  th e  ho rses  l i f t  th e  

f r o n t  legs  and s tre tc h  th e  h in d  le g s , th e y  can advance th re e  

x u n  in  a leap. S uch  w a r  ho rses  are  in n u m e ra b le . W h e n  th e  

tro o p s  o f th e  s ta te s  loca te d  east o f  M o u n t X ia o  w e a r a rm o u r 

to  c o n fro n t th o se  o f Q in , th e  la t te r  w i l l  d isca rd  th e ir  a rm o u r  

and  f ig h t  th e  e ne m y tro o p s  w i th  bare  a rm s . T h e y  w i l l  h o ld  

e n e m ie s ’ heads in  th e  le f t  hands  and c la m p  e n e m y  s o ld ie rs  

w i th  th e ir  r ig h t  a rm s . T h e  re la t io n s h ip  o f  th e  tro o p s  o f Q in  

and th o se  o f  th e  s ta te s  east o f  M o u n t  X ia o  is  s o m e w h a t th e  

sam e as th e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  M e n g  Ben ( th e  m o s t 

v a lo ro u s  p e rs o n ) and  a c o w a rd ly  pe rson . W h e n  th e y  a pp ro ach  

th e  e ne m y tro o p s  o v e rw h e lm in g ly , i t  is  s a m ila r  to  W u  H u o  

( th e  m o s t ro b u s t p e rs o n ) f ig h t in g  a baby . D is p a tc h in g  tro o p s  

as v a lo ro u s  and  ro b u s t as M e n g  Ben and W u  H u o  to  a tta c k

x _
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th o se  d is o b e d ie n t w e a k  s ta te s  is  l ik e  d ro p p in g  s o m e th in g  as 

heavy  as a th o u s a n d  j u n  o n to  som e b i r d ’ s eggs. O f  course  

none  o f  th e  eggs w i l l  s u rv iv e . I'he  s o ve re ig n s  o f  th ese  s ta te s  

h a v e n ’ t  rea lized  th a t th e ir  a rm ie s  a re  w e a k  and th e ir  s to re  o f 

g ra in  is  v e ry  l im ite d . H o w e v e r ,  th e y  a re  co n fu sed  b y  the  

c a jo le ry  o f  th o se  a d v o c a tin g  H e zo n g . P eop le  a d v o c a tin g  H e  

Z o n g  are  engaged in  b u ild in g  c liq u e s  to  e u log ize  each o th e r  on 

p u rp o s e , and th e y  a ll s a y , ‘ I f  you  ta k e  m y  a d v ic e , yo u  can 

s tre n g th e n  y o u r  s ta te  and  becom e L o rd -p ro te c to r  o f  the  

w o r ld .  ’ T h e re fo re ,  s o ve re ig n s  w i l l  o v e r lo o k  th e  lo n g - te rm  

in te re s ts  o f  th e ir  s ta te s  and  ta ke  s h o r t - te rm  adv ice  ins tead . 

T h u s  th e y  w i l l  be b a d ly  chea ted  and n o th in g  co u ld  be w o rse .

“ I f  Y o u r  M a je s ty  d o n ’ t s u b m it to  Q in ,  Q in  w i l l  send its  

tro o p s  to  o c c u p y  Y iy a n g  and cu t o f f  th e  road  to  S hangdang . 

T h e y  w i l l  a lso  ta ke  o v e r C h e ng ga o  and Y ita n g  in  th e  east and 

th u s  th e  palace  b u ild in g s  o f  H o n g ta i and  th e  G a rd e n  o f 

S a n g lin  w i l l  no lo n g e r  b e lo n g  to  Y o u r  M a je s ty . I f  C h e ng ga o  is 

b lo c k e d  o f f  and th e  road  to  S h an g da ng  is  cu t o f f ,  y o u r  s ta te  

w i l l  be c u t in to  tw o  p a rts . I f  you  s u b m it to  Q in ’ s a u th o r ity  

f i r s t ,  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be secure. I f  n o t ,  i t  w i l l  be in  dan ge r. I f  

yo u  t r y  to  seek good  lu c k  in  t r o u b le ,  y o u r  ta c tic s  a re  b o th  

n a r ro w  and s h a llo w , and i f  you  p ro v o k e  deep h a tre d  by 

l is te n in g  to  C h u  and a c tin g  a g a in s t the  w i l l  o f  Q in  at th e  sam e 

t im e ,a l th o u g h  yo u  w a n t to  m a in ta in  y o u r  s ta te , it w i l l  n o t be 

p o ss ib le . S o , th e  bes t th in g  fo r  Y o u r  M a je s ty  is  to  s u b m it  to  

Q in . T h e  th in g  Q in  w a n ts  to  do  m o s t is  to  w ea ken  C h u . A n d  

th e  s ta te  th a t can w ea ken  C h u  m o s t is  H a n . H o w e v e r ,  it  is  

n o t th a t H a n  is  m o re  p o w e r fu l th a n  C h u . T h e  reason  th a t
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СО;
H a n  can w ea ken  C h u  lies  in  H a n ’ s a d va n ta g e o u s  g e o g ra p h ic a l 

p o s it io n . N o w  i f  you  s u b m it to  Q in  ’ s a u th o r i ty  w e s tw a rd s  

and  th e n  a tta c k  C h u  o n  b e h a lf o f  o u r  s ta te , o u r  k in g  w i l l  

d e f in ite ly  be v e ry  h a p p y  w ith  yo u . A t ta c k in g  C h u  and  ke e p in g  

its  lan d  fo r  y o u rs e lf ,  im p u t in g  t ro u b le  to  C h u  and p le as in g  

Q in ,  th ese  a re  p e rfe c t p la n s  fo r  yo u . H e n c e , Q in ’ s k in g  has 

sen t m e h e re  as an e m is s a ry  to  p re se n t h is  le t te r  to  th e  Y u  S h i 

( th e  t i t le  o f  a k in d  o f  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t o f f ic ia l ) o f  Y o u r  

M a je s ty . P lease m a ke  up  y o u r  m in d  a t o n c e .”  H a n ’ s k in g  

s a id , “ I am  so lu c k y  th a t yo u  are  here  to  teach  m e th e  

in s t ru c t io n s  o f  Q in  ’ s k in g . P lease a llo w  o u r  s ta te  to  be a 

p ro v in c e  o r  a c o u n ty  o f  Q in . W e  w i l l  b u ild  a X a n a d u  o n  o u r  

te r r i t o r y  fo r  H is  M a je s ty ,  p ro v id e  s a c rif ic e  fo r  th e  g ra n d  

ce re m o n ie s  he ld  b o th  in  th e  s p r in g  and in  th e  a u tu m n , nam e 

o u r  s ta te  as an e a s te rn  dep en de ncy  o f  Q in  and cede Y iy a n g  to  

H is  M a je s ty . ”

King Xuanhui Had a T a lk  w ith Jiu Liu

V L  

1 1 5 7

K in g  X u a n h u i o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  asked  J iu  L iu , “ I w a n t 

to  e m p lo y  G o n g z h o n g  and G o n g s h u  a t th e  sam e tim e . D o  you  

th in k  I  s h o u ld  do  so o r  n o t? ”  J iu  L iu  re p lie d , “ N o ,  you  

s h o u ld  n o t do  th a t .  P re v io u s ly , th e  s ta te  o f  J in  e m p lo ye d  s ix  

e x tre m e ly  p o w e r fu l h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  

s im u lta n e o u s ly ,  and as a r e s u lt ,  th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  J in  w ere  

ca rve d  up  b y  th e m . D u k e  J ia n  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q i e m p lo ye d  

T ia n  C h e n g  and  J ian  Z h i at th e  sam e t im e ,  and as a re s u lt ,  

D u k e  J ia n  w as  m u rd e re d  b y  T ia n  C he ng . T h e  s ta te  o f  W e i
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e m p lo ye d  G o n g s u n  Y a n  and  Z h a n g  Y i s im u lta n e o u s ly ,  and  as 

a r e s u lt ,  th e  a rea o f  X ih e  w as lo s t .  N o w  i f  yo u  e m p lo y  these  

tw o  peop le  a t th e  sam e t im e ,  th e  m o re  p o w e r fu l and 

in f lu e n t ia l  one w i l l  b u ild  c liq u e s  in  o u r  s ta te . T h e  less 

p o w e r fu l and in f lu e n t ia l one w i l l  tu rn  to  o th e r  s ta te s  to  ga in  

p o w e r. I f  th is  is  th e  case, th e  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls  w i l l  e ith e r  b u ild  

c liq u e s  to  ta k e  c o n tro l o f  y o u r  p o w e r ,  o r  p lo t w ith  o th e r  

s ta te s  to  d iv id e  u p  y o u r  te r r i to r y .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  y o u r  s ta te  

w i l l  d e f in ite ly  he in  d a n g e r. ”

Someone Told Zhang Y i That He Was About to Consult 

with Q i ’ s King

Som eone  to ld  Z h a n g  Y i , “ I  w i l l  te l l  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q i ,  ‘ Y o u ’ d b e tte r  s u p p o r t H a n  P e n g , and th e n  you  can 

u n ite  w i th  h im  to  d r iv e  Z h a n g  Y i o u t o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. 

T h e n  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w i l l  a p p o in t G o n g s u n  Y a n  to  be th e  

n e w  p r im e  m in is te r .  T h e n  yo u  can d is m is s  H a n  P eng  fro m  

o ff ic e  th ro u g h  th e  m ig h t o f  b o th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and th e  s ta te  

o f  W e i. T h e n  you  can a p p o in t G o n g s h u  to  be p r im e  m in is te r  

o f  H a n  and a lly  w ith  h im  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . ’ W h e n  

G o n g z h o n g , a lso  k n o w n  as H a n  P e n g , hears  th is ,  he w i l l  

d e f in ite ly  n o t go  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. T h e re fo re ,h e  w i l l  com e to  

W e i and re ly  on  yo u . T h e n  yo u  w i l l  be fre e  fro m  tro u b le .  ”

Zhao Xian from  Chu Served as Prim e M in ister o f Han

Z hao  X ia n , a p e rson  fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u , se rved  as
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p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . T h e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  w e re  

a b o u t to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  and H a n  d ism isse d  Z hao  

X ia n  fro m  o ff ic e . Z hao  X ia n  sen t som eone to  ta k e  the  

fo l lo w in g  m essage to  G o n g s h u ; “ Y o u ' d  b e tte r  h e lp  me 

c o n s o lid a te  m y  p o w e r and  th u s  im p ro v e  H a n ’ s re la t io n s  w ith  

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . I f  th is  is  th e  case , th e  peop le  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in  w i l l  s a y , ‘ L o o k ,  C h u  and H a n  have b u i l t  an a llia n c e  w ith  

each o th e r.

The Troops of Q in Attacked Jing

T h e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  a tta c k e d  th e  c i ty  o f  J in g  o f  

th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . H a n  se n t som eone  to  excha ng e  th e  area  o f  

N a n y a n g  fo r  som e lan d  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . Q in  m ade th e  

excha ng e  w ith  H a n ,  b u t th e n  a tta c k e d  J in g  aga in . H a n  th e n  

ceded th e  area o f  N a n y a n g  to  Q in . Q in  accepted  th is  area b u t 

th e n  a tta c k e d  J in g  a ga in . C hen  Z he n  had a ta lk  w i th  th e  k in g  

o f  Q in  and  s a id , “ T h e  s ta te  o f  H a n  e xchanged  th e  area o f 

N a n y a n g  w ith  us because i t  w as u n d e r th re a t .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  

fa ile d  to  w in  us o v e r b y  so d o in g , so i t  ceded th e  a rea o f 

N a n y a n g  to  us. N o n e th e le s s , i t  s t i l l  ca n n o t e s ta b lis h  c lose 

re la t io n s  w i th  us a f te r  ce d in g  N a n y a n g . N o r  have w e  s to p p e d  

a tta c k in g  i t  a f te r  e x c h a n g in g  som e la n d  w ith  i t .  I am  a fra id  

th a t o th e r  s ta te s  loca te d  east o f  M o u n t  X ia o  w i l l  no  lo n g e r  

e xcha ng e  th e ir  lan d  w i th  yo u  o r  cede th e ir  t e r r i t o r y  to  you . 

M o re o v e r ,  once  yo u  dem anded  th e  peop le  o f  th e  re g io n  o f 

S anchuan  to  p re sen t yo u  w ith  one  h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  b u t 

co u ld  n o t fo rc e  th e m  to  do  so. H o w e v e r ,  yo u  rece ived  one
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th o u sa n d  y i  o f  g o ld  f ro m  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  s h o r t ly  a fte r  y o u r  

o rd e r  w as issue d  to  it .  N o w  you  a re  a tta c k in g  H a n . T h is  w i l l  

lead  to  n o th in g  b u t th e  c u t t in g  o f  o u r  tie s  w i th  o u r  bes t a l ly  as 

w e ll as e x h a u s tin g  th e  reso u rces  o f o u r  o w n  d ep o t ( r e fe r r in g  

to  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  can o b ta in  a n y th in g  he 

w a n ts  f ro m  H a n ,  so H a n  is  reg a rde d  as a d ep o t o f  Q in ) .  I 

p e rs o n a lly  th in k  yo u  s h o u ld  n o t do  so. ”

Five States Allied w ith Each Other to Attack Qin

F iv e  s ta te s — th e  s ta te s  o f  C h u , H a n ,  Z h a o , W e i and 

Y a n  b u i l t  a llie d  fo rc e s  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . T h e  k in g  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  C hu  w as th e  lea de r c o m m a n d in g  th is  m i l i ta r y  

fo rce . H o w e v e r ,  th e y  fa ile d  to  cause a n y  co n c re te  dam age to  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  so th e y  s to p p e d  m il i ta r y  o p e ra tio n s  and  w ere  

s ta tio n e d  in  C henggao . W e i S h un  had a ta lk  w i th  L o rd  S h iq iu  

and s a id , “ I f  th e  a llie d  fo rce s  o f  these  fiv e  s ta te s  s to p  th e ir  

m il i ta r y  a c tio n  a g a in s t Q in ,  th e y  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  a tta c k  S h iq iu  

to  co m p en sa te  fo r  th e ir  m i l i ta r y  e x p e n d itu re  on  th is  w a r . I f  

you  can re n d e r m e som e s u p p o r t ,  I  w i l l  s to p  th e m  fro m  

a tta c k in g  S h iq iu  on  y o u r  b e h a l f . ”  L o rd  S h iq iu  s a id , 

“ E x c e lle n t.  “ T h e n  he g ra n te d  W e i S h un  h is  p e rm is s io n .

W e i S h u n  tra v e lle d  to  th e  s o u th  to  see th e  k in g  o f  C hu . 

H e  s a id , “ Y o u  have u n ite d  th ese  f iv e  s ta te s  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q in .  b u t you  fa ile d  to  cause any severe  dam age to  Q in . A s  

a r e s u lt ,  due  to  y o u r  fa i lu re ,  o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  

d is re g a rd  yo u  and a tta c h  im p o rta n c e  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . S o , 

w h y  n o t te s t y o u r  re la t io n s  w i th  th e m ? ”  T h e  k in g  o f  C hu
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a s k e d , “ H o w  can I te s t m y  re la t io n s  w i th  th e m ? ”  W e i S h un  

s a id , “ W h e n  th ese  s ta te s  s to p  th e ir  m i l i ta r y  a c tio n  a g a in s t th e  

s ta te  o f  Q in ,  th e y  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  a tta c k  S h iq iu  to  com pensa te  

fo r  th e ir  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d itu re s  fo r  th is  a tta c k . So you  can 

o rd e r  th e m  n o t to  a tta c k  S h iq iu . I f  th e y  re a lly  a tta c h  

im p o rta n c e  to  y o u , th e y  w i l l  c a r ry  o u t y o u r  o rd e r  and no t 

a tta c k  S h iq iu . I f  th e y  d o n ’ t a tta c h  im p o rta n c e  to  y o u , th e y  

w i l l  act a g a in s t y o u r  o rd e r  and a tta c k  S h iq iu . A s  a re s u lt ,  

w h e th e r  o r  n o t th e y  a tta c h  im p o rta n c e  to  you  w i l l  he c le a r. ”  

A c c o rd in g ly ,  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  te s te d  h is  re la t io n s  w ith  o th e r  

s ta te s ,a n d  as a r e s u lt , S h iq iu  s u rv iv e d .

Zheng Qiang Carried Eight Hundred Yi o f Gold in a 

Carriage to Qin

Z h e n g  Q ia n g  c a rr ie d  e ig h t h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  in  a 

c a rr ia g e  to  b r ib e  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . H e  asked Q in  to  send tro o p s  

to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . L in g  X ia n g  had a ta lk  w i th  Z he ng  

Q ia n g  and s a id , “ Y o u  are  t r y in g  to  b r ib e  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  w ith  

e ig h t h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  and th e re b y  ask h im  to  a tta c k  h is  

a lly .  H e  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  n o t ta k e  y o u r  adv ice . I t  w o u ld  be 

b e tte r  i f  yo u  m a ke  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  s u s p ic io u s  o f  G o n g s h u . ”  

Z he ng  Q ia n g  a s k e d , “  H o w  can I m ake  h im  su s p ic io u s  o f 

G o n g s h u  th e n ? ”  L in g  X ia n g  s a id , “ G o n g s h u  w a n ts  to  a tta c k  

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  because J i Se is  th e re ,  so he w i l l  d e c la re  w a r 

a g a in s t C h u  f i r s t .  I f  you  can a sk  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  to  p re se n t Ji 

Se w i th  one  h u n d re d  c a rr ia g e s  and send h im  to  Y a n g d i,  and 

th e n  send Z hao  X ia n  th e re  to  s ta y  w i th  J i S e , G o n g s h u  w i l l
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k n o w  i t  w i th in  te n  days. J i Se is  G o n g s h u ’ s p e rso n a l enem y. 

A n d  Z hao  X ia n  is  on  th e  s ide  o f  G o n g s h u . W h e n  th e  k in g  o f 

Q in  hea rs  o f  th is ,  he w i l l  d e f in ite ly  d o u b t th a t  G o n g sh u  

in te n d s  to  h e lp  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  b y  so d o in g . ”

Zheng Qiang Drove Zhang Yi Out of Qin

Z h e n g  Q ia n g  w a n te d  to  d r iv e  Z h a n g  Y i o u t o f  th e  s ta te  o f  

Q in ,  so f i r s t ly  he to ld  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  th a t  Z h a n g  Y i m u s t 

have  se n t a m esse ng er to  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . T h e n  he p u rp o s e ly  

to ld  th e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  C h u ,  “ P lease d e ta in  Z h a n g  Y i ’ s 

m essenge r. I  w i l l  go  w e s tw a rd s  to  Q in  and schem e a g a in s t 

Z h a n g  Y i.  ”  T h e n  he to ld  th e  k in g  o f  Q in ,  “ Z h a n g  Y i has sent 

.someone to  g iv e  up  th e  re g io n  o f  S h a n g yo n g  to  th e  s ta te  o f 

C h u . H en ce  he has sen t m e here  to  re p o r t th is  fa c t to  y o u . ”  

T h e  k in g  o f Q in  w as vexed  and as a re s u lt ,  Z h a n g  Y i fle d  

fro m  Q in .

The W ar in Yiyang

D u r in g  th e  w a r  in  Y iy a n g ,  Y a n g  Da had a ta lk  w ith  

G o n g s u n  X ia n  and  s a id , “ P lease a llo w  m e to  lead f i f t y  

th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  W e s t Z h o u  fo r  yo u . I f  

I de fe a t i t ,  yo u  can use th e  N in e  C a u ld ro n s  to  re s tra in  

G a n  M a o ’ s p o w e r. I f  I ca n n o t de fe a t i t ,  o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  

w o r ld  w i l l  ha te  th e  tro o p s  o f Q in  fo r  a t ta c k in g  th e  W e s t 

Z h o u . So th e y  w i l l  com e to  H a n ’ s rescue ( t h i s  re fe rs  to  th e  

tro o p s  o f  o th e r  s ta te s  w h o  w i l l  com e to  Y iy a n g  ’ s rescue
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because Y iya n g  is located on  th e ir  w ay to  W est Zhou. T h e re fo re , 

i f  th ey  are to  rescue the W est Z h o u , th ey  w il l  save Y i Y ang  

f i r s t ) .  A s  a re s u lt , G an M a o ’ s s tra teg y  w il l  re su lt in  fa ilu re . ”

The Troops of Qin Besieged Yiyang

T h e  tro o p s  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  besieged th e  c ity  o f  Y iy a n g  

o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . Y o u  T e n g  had a ta lk  w ith  G o n g zh o n g  

and  s a id , “ W h y  n o t r e tu rn  th e  re g io n s  o f  L in ,  L is h i and Q i to  

th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o ,a s k in g  i t  to  send one o f  its  p rin ce s  here  as a 

h os ta ge  in  re tu rn ?  T h u s  L o u  H u a n  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  lose  p o w e r 

( in  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o ) . I f  yo u  le t  o u r  s ta te  and th e  s ta te  o f 

Z hao  b u ild  an a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r  and th e n  a tta c k  th e  

s ta te  o f  W e i w i th  o th e r  a llie d  fo rc e s , L o u  B i w i l l  lose  h is  

p o w e r ( in  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i) .  I f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and th e  s ta te  

o f  Z hao  b u ild  an a ll ia n c e , th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w i l l  d e f in ite ly  tu rn  

a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . A s  a r e s u l t , G an  M a o  w i l l  lose 

p o w e r ( in  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ) .  I f  yo u  s u p p o r t Z ha i Q ia n g  to  ga in  

p o w e r f ro m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i b y  b e s to w in g  upon  h im  th e  re g io n  

o f C h e n g y a n g , th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  t r y  to  d e s tro y  

y o u r  p la n . T h e  tro o p s  o f Q in  w i l l  soon lose  th e  w a r. I f  the  

t ro o p s  o f  Q in  lose  th e  s u p p o r t o f  th e  s ta te  o f W e i, th e y  w i l l  

d e f in ite ly  n o t be ab le  to  co n q u e r th e  c i ty  o f  Y iy a n g . ”

Gongzhong Hated Gan Mao Due to the Loss of Yiyang

G o n g z h o n g  w as  v e ry  b i t te r  to w a rd s  G an  M a o  due  to  th e  

loss  o f  th e  c i ty  o f  Y iy a n g . A f t e r  som e t im e ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in
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re tu rn e d  the  re g io n  o f W u s u i to  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . S h o r t ly  a fte r  

th a t ,  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  suspected  th a t  i t  m ig h t be G an  M a o ’ s 

p la n  to  re tu rn  W u s u i to  H a n  to  re c o n c ile  w i th  G o ng zho n g . 

S h o r t ly  a f te r  t h a t , D u  H e  had a ta lk  w i th  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  and 

s a id , “ G o n g zh o n g  w a n ts  G an  M ao  to  in t ro d u c e .h im  to  yo u . ”  

T h e  k in g  o f Q in  w as v e ry  a n g ry  to w a rd s  G a n  M ao . A s  a 

r e s u lt ,  C h u  L i j i  w as v e ry  h a p p y  w i th  D u  H e (b e c a u s e  C h u  L i j i  

and  G an  M a o  w e re  v y in g  w ith  each o th e r  fo r  p o w e r ) .

The Troops of Qin and Those of Han Engaged in a W ar in 

Zhuoze

T h e  tro o p s  o f th e  s ta te  o f Q in  and th o se  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

H a n  engaged in  a w a r  in  Z h u o z e , and  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  w as in  

severe  d a n g e r. G o n g zh o n g  P eng  had a ta lk  w i th  th e  k in g  o f 

H a n  and s a id , “ O u r  a lly  is  u n re lia b le . Som e peop le  in  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q in  have p la n n e d  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  fo r  a lo n g  

tim e . So i t  w o u ld  be b e tte r  i f  yo u  m a ke  peace w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  

Q in  th ro u g h  Z h a n g  Y i ,  b r ib e  Q in  w i th  one o f o u r  fa m o u s  c it ie s  

and  th u s  a lly  w i th  Q in  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . B y  so 

d o in g , n o t o n ly  can w e  s to p  Q in  f ro m  a tta c k in g  u s , b u t w e  

can u n ite  w ith  Q in  to  in va d e  C h u  and  th u s  ta k e  a d va n ta g e  o f 

C h u  to  b e n e fit  o u rse lve s . ”  T h e  k in g  o f  H a n  s a id , “  V e ry  

good . ”  T h e n  he p e rm itte d  G o n g z h o n g  to  go  to  th e  w e s t to  

n e g o tia te  a cease fire  w ith  Q in ,  and G o n g z h o n g  go t re a d y  fo r  

th e  t r ip .

W h e n  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  hea rd  o f  th is ,  he w as 

v e ry  a fra id . So he su m m on ed  C he n  Z h e n , to ld  h im  a b o u t i t
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and asked  fo r  h is  adv ice . C he n  Z hen  s a id . “ T h e  s ta te  o f Q in  

has p la n n e d  to  in va de  o u r  s ta te  fo r  a lo n g  tim e . N o w  it  has 

ga ine d  a fa m o u s  c i ty  f ro m  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and a lso  w o n  o v e r 

th e  s u p p o r t o f  H a n ’ s m i l i t a r y  fo rce s . T o  a lly  w i th  H a n ’ s 

tro o p s  and m a rc h  s o u th  to  la u n c h  a co n ce rte d  a tta c k  on  o u r  

s ta te  is  w h a t th e  k in g  o f  Q in  has p ra ye d  fo r  d u r in g  th e  r itu a ls  

h e ld  in  th e  a n c e s tra l te m p le . N o w  th a t  th e y  have w o n  o v e r the  

s u p p o r t o f  H a n ’ s m il i ta r y  fo rc e s , o u r  s ta te  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  be 

inva de d . I f  yo u  ta k e  m y  a d v ic e , p lease w a rn  peop le  a ll o v e r 

o u r  s ta te  and d is p a tc h  o u r  e lite  t r o o p s ,d e c la r in g  to  ass is t the  

s ta te  o f  H a n . Send o u r  c h a r io ts  to  H a n  in  an end less  s trea m . 

Send in fy o r ta n t  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  on  d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n s  w ith  

m a n y  c a rr ia g e s  and v e ry  g e n e ro u s  m o n e ta ry  g if ts  to  th e  s ta te  

o f  H a n  to  m a ke  th e  peo p le  o f  H a n  be lieve  th a t  yo u  are  re a lly  

in te n d in g  to  h e lp  th e m . T h u s  a lth o u g h  th e  k in g  o f  H a n  m ay  

n o t ta ke  o u r  a d v ic e , he w i l l  d e f in ite ly  be g ra te fu l to  y o u , so 

he w o n ’ t  le t h is  tro o p s  f ig h t  in  th e  van  fo r  Q in  to  in va d e  us. 

A s  a r e s u lt ,  Q in  and H a n  ca n n o t re a lly  b u ild  an a llia n c e  w ith  

each o th e r . A l th o u g h  th e y  m a y  send u n ite d  fo rc e s  h e re , th e y  

w i l l  n o t pose a n y  severe  th re a t to  o u r  s ta te . I f  th e  k in g  o f 

H a n  ta k e s  o u r  adv ice  and c u ts  o f f  h is  t ie s  w ith  Q in ,  th e  k in g  

o f  Q in  w i l l  be b a d ly  v e x e d , and  th e re fo re  w i l l  becom e v e ry  

h o s t ile  to w a rd s  H a n . T h e  tro o p s  o f  H a n  th in k  th a t th e  tro o p s  

o f o u r  s ta te  w i l l  go  to  th e ir  a id , so th e y  w i l l  d e fn ite ly  

u n d e re s t im a te  Q in  ’ s m il i ta r y  fo rce s . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e y  w i l l  

d e f in ite ly  c o n fro n t th e  e ne m y tro o p s  to o  c o n f id e n t ly .  T h u s  we 

can e x h a u s t b o th  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  and th o s e  o f H a n  and 

th e re fo re  p re v e n t th e ir  a g g re ss io n  a g a in s t o u r  s ta te . ”
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T h e  k in g  o f  C h u  w as  v e ry  h a p p y  w i th  th is  s u g g e s tio n , so 

he w a rn e d  h is  peop le  a ll o v e r th e  s ta te  and d isp a tch e d  e lite  

t r o o p s ,  d e c la r in g  to  ass is t th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . C h u 7 s c h a r io ts  

le f t  fo r  H a n  in  an end less s tre a m , and  im p o r ta n t  c o u r t 

o f f ic ia ls  w e re  sent to  H a n  w ith  m a n y  ca rr ia g e s  and v e ry  

g en e rou s  m o n e ta ry  g if ts  on  d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n s . T h e y  

in fo rm e d  th e  k in g  o f  H a n , “ A lth o u g h  o u r  s ta te  is v e ry  s m a ll,  

w e  have sen t a ll o u r  tro o p s  here  to  y o u r  rescue. W e  hope  th a t 

you  w i l l  d e p lo y  a ll y o u r  tro o p s  to  c o n fro n t th e  tro o p s  o f Q in ,  

and w e  w i l l  do w h a t w e  can to  h e lp  yo u  a t a n y  cos t. ”

T h e  k in g  o f H a n  w as  v e ry  h a p p y , so he s to pp ed  

G o n g z h o n g ’ s t r ip  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . G o n g zh o n g  s a id , “ N o ,  

w e  s h o u ld  no t cance l th is  t r ip  to  Q in . T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  is 

p o s in g  a severe  th re a t to  us w i th  th e ir  m il i ta r y  fo rce s . 

H o w e v e r ,  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  is  o n ly  p a y in g  us l ip  se rv ice  by

d e c la r in g  th a t th e y  a re  c o m in g  to  o u r  rescue. B y  re ly in g  on

C h u ’s l ip  se rv ice  and th u s  u n d e re s t im a t in g  th e  p o w e r fu l

enem y s ta te — Q in ,  w e  w i l l  s u re ly  be d e rid e d  b y  peop le  a ll

o v e r th e  w o r ld .  M o re o v e r ,  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and o u r  s ta te  are 

n o t b ro th e r  s ta te s , n o r  have w e  p lo t te d  w i th  i t  to  a tta c k  Q in  

b e fo re . T h e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  a re  a b o u t to  a tta c k  C h u , so C h u  

dec la re s  th a t i t  is  g o in g  to  send its  b es t tro o p s  to  h e lp  us. 

T h is  m u s t be a s tra te g y  su gges ted  b y  C he n  Z hen . In  

a d d it io n ,  yo u  have a lre a d y  sen t som e peop le  to  re p o r t to  the  

k in g  o f  Q in  th a t I am  g o in g  to  pay a v is it  to  Q in . I f  w e  cancel 

th is  d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n  to  Q in ,  w e  a re  d e c e iv in g  i t .  I f  you  

u n d e re s t im a te  th e  tro u b le  th a t m ig h t be caused b y  the  

p o w e r fu l Q in  and  at the  sam e t im e  t r u s t  th e  a d v is o rs  o f  the
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s ta te  o f  C h u , yo u  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  re g re t i t  la te r .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f 

H a n  d id  n o t l is te n  to  G o n g zh o n g . H e  c u t o f f  h is  tie s  w ith  

Q in . T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  w as  v e ry  a n g ry  as e x p e c te d , so he 

d is p a tc h e d  tro o p s  to  f ig h t  th o se  o f  H a n  in  A n m e n . T h e  

re in fo rc e m e n ts  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  d id  n o t co m e , and th e  

tro o p s  o f H a n  w e re  h a d ly  d e fea ted .

I t  w as n o t th a t th e  tro o p s  o f  H a n  w e re  w ea k . N o r  w ere  

its  peop le  s tu p id . H o w e v e r ,  th e  tro o p s  o f H a n  w e re  ta ke n  

ca p tiv e  b y  th o se  o f  Q in ,  and  H a n ’ s ta c tic s  w e re  sco rned  by  

th e  peop le  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . T h a t  happened  because the  

k in g  o f  H a n  u n w is e ly  t ru s te d  C hen  Z hen  and  th e re fo re  

re fu se d  to  ta k e  H a n  P e n g ’ s adv ice .

Yan Shuai Visited Gongzhong

Y a n  S h ua i w a n te d  to  pay  a v is i t  to  G o n g z h o n g , b u t 

G o n g z h o n g  re fu sed  to  see h im . Y a n  S hua i to ld  G o n g z h o n g ’ s 

s e rv a n t in  cha rge  o f  re c e iv in g  g u e s ts , “ G o n g z h o n g  m u s t 

re g a rd  m e as in s in c e re , so he re fu se d  to  see m e in  pe rson . 

G o n g z h o n g  is a d d ic te d  to  love  a f fa irs  w i th  b e a u t ifu l w o m e n , 

b u t I  w i l l  su gg es t th a t he a tta c h  m o re  im p o r ta n c e  to  sch o la rs . 

G o n g z h o n g  is  v e ry  m e a n , b u t I  w i l l  su gg es t th a t  he d is t r ib u te  

h is  w e a lth  to  h e lp  o th e rs . G o n g z h o n g  is  a p e rson  o f  no  v ir tu e  

a t a l l ,  b u t I  w i l l  sugges t th a t  he a dh e re  to  th e  ru le s  o f 

m o ra l i ty  and  ju s t ic e . F ro m  n o w  o n ,  I  w i l l  e xp ress  m y s e lf  

d ire c t ly  to  h im . ”  G o n g z h o n g ’ s s e rv a n t in  ch a rge  o f re c e iv in g  

g u e s ts  in fo rm e d  G o n g z h o n g  a b o u t th is . So G o n g zh o n g  

im m e d ia te ly  w e n t to  m ee t Y a n  S hua i.
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Gongzhong o f Han Sent an Emissary to See Xiang Shou

G o n g z h o n g ,th e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  sent 

an e m is s a ry  to  see X ia n g  S hou  and s a y , “ I f  w i ld  a n im a ls  are 

goaded to o  h a d ly ,  th e y  w i l l  tu rn  o v e r th e  h u n te r s ’ ca rr iag es . 

N o w  yo u  have de fea ted  th e  tro o p s  o f H a n  and h u m ilia te d  

G o n g zh o n g . A f t e r  th e  d e b a c le , G o n g zh o n g  p u t th e  s ta te  in  

o rd e r  and  led  i t  to  s u b m it  to  Q in  ’ s a u th o r ity .  H e  th o u g h t 

th a t Q in  w o u ld  d e f in ite ly  c o n fe r  on  h im  som e la n d  o r  a t i t le .  

N o w  yo u  are  a im in g  a t e s ta b lis h in g  d ip lo m a t ic  re la t io n s  w ith  

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and  th e re fo re  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  has c o n fe rre d  

D u y a n g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  on  th e  J u n io r  P r im e  M in is te r .  I f  

Q in  and  C h u  u n ite  w ith  each o th e r ,  th e y  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  la u n c h  

m il i ta r y  a c tio n  a g a in s t H a n . A s  a r e s u l t , H a n  w i l l  s u re ly  be 

d e s tro y e d . T h e re fo re ,  G o n g zh o n g  w i l l  lead  h is  p r iv a te  tro o p s  

to  f ig h t  th e  tro o p s  o f Q in . I  hope th a t you  th in k  a b o u t i t  

c a re fu lly .  ”  X ia n g  S h ou  s a id , “ I d o n ’ t  in te n d  to  le t  Q in  and 

C h u  u n ite  w ith  each o th e r  to  c o u n te ra c t H a n . P lease ta ke  a 

m essage to  G o n g z h o n g  fo r  m e and te l l  h im  th a t  Q in  and H a n  

can e s ta b lis h  d ip lo m a t ic  re la t io n s  w i th  each o th e r. ”  T h e  

e m is s a ry  re p lie d , “ I a lso  have s o m e th in g  to  te l l  yo u . T h e re  is 

a s a y in g  w h ic h  s a y s , ‘ I f  yo u  va lu e  th in g s  va lu ed  b y  o th e rs ,  

yo u  w i l l  be va lu e d  b y  o th e rs  in  re tu rn .  ’ N o w  H is  M a je s ty  

a p p re c ia te s  G o n g s u n  H a o  m u c h  m o re  th a n  a p p re c ia te s  you . 

A n d  he co n s id e rs  th a t  yo u  are  n o t as w ise  and  capab le  as G an  

M ao . N o n e th e le s s , these  tw o  peop le  a re  n o t ab le  to  m anage 

g o v e rn m e n t a f fa irs  in  p e rson . H o w e v e r ,  yo u  a re  th e  o n ly  one
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w h o  can a d m in is te r  th e  s ta te  a lo n g  w i th  H is  M a je s ty . 

G o n g s u n  H a o  is  v e ry  c lose  to  H a n  and  G a n  M a o  is  v e ry  c lose  

to  W e i,  b u t b o th  o f  th e m  ac t im p ru d e n t ly ,  so th e y  a re  n o t 

t ru s te d  b y  H is  M a je s ty . N o w  Q in  and C h u  are  v y in g  w ith  

each o th e r  fo r  p o w e r and  in  b e in g  addressed  as L o rd -  

p ro te c to r . B u t yo u  side f i r m ly  w i th  C h u . T h u s  yo u  are  

fo l lo w in g  th e  p a th  o f  G o n g s u n  H a o  and G an  M a o . H o w  can 

yo u  d if fe re n t ia te  y o u rs e lf  f ro m  th e m ?  A l l  peop le  re g a rd  C hu  

as a v e ry  u n re lia b le  s ta te . H o w e v e r ,  yo u  s u p p o r t i t  

u n c o n d it io n a lly .  T h e re fo re , yo u  are  t r y in g  to  g a in  p o w e r fo r  

y o u rs e lf  b y  d o in g  so. Y o u ’ d b e tte r  c o n s p ire  w i th  H is  M a je s ty  

to  dea l w ith  C h u ’ s ca p rice  and a t th e  sam e t im e  h o b n o b  w ith  

H a n  to  g u a rd  a g a in s t C h u . T h e n  yo u  w i l l  he fre e  fro m  

tro u b le .  A t  f i r s t ,  H a n  e n tru s te d  g o v e rn m e n t a f fa irs  to  

G o n g s u n  H a o  and  th e n  i t  tu rn e d  to  G an  M ao . T h e re fo re ,  H a n  

is  y o u r  enem y. I f  yo u  o p e n ly  ann ou nce  to  e s ta b lis h  good  

re la t io n s  w i th  H a n  to  p re p a re  fo r  a n y  in c id e n ts  th a t m ig h t be 

caused b y  C h u ,  yo u  w i l l  g a in  a h ig h  re p u ta t io n  o f 

re c o m m e n d in g  y o u r  enem y. ”

X ia n g  S hou  s a id , “ I  w a n t to  e s ta b lis h  good  re la t io n s  w ith  

H a n  v e ry  m uch . ”  T h e  e m is s a ry  re p lie d , “ G an  M a o  p ro m ise d  

G o n g z h o n g  th a t  he w o u ld  re tu rn  W u s u i to  H a n  and  send the  

d isp la ce d  peop le  o f  Y iy a n g  back  hom e. N o w  yo u  are  g o in g  to  

ta ke  Y iy a n g  back . T h e re fo re ,  i t  is v e ry  d i f f ic u l t  fo r  yo u  to  

e s ta b lis h  f r ie n d ly  re la t io n s  w i th  H a n . ”  X ia n g  S hou  a s k e d , 

“ W h a t s h a ll I  do  th e n ?  S h a ll I  g iv e  up  W u s u i fo r  g o o d ? ”  T h e  

e m is s a ry  re p lie d , “ W h y  n o t a sk  C h u  to  re tu rn  Y in g c h u a n  to  

H a n  th ro u g h  th e  m ig h t  o f  Q in ?  T h e  lan d  used to  b e lo n g  to
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H a n  and  w as  ta k e n  o v e r b y  C h u . I f  yo u  can m a ke  C hu  g iv e  i t  

h a ck  to  u s , i t  m eans th a t y o u r  o rd e rs  w i l l  be c a rr ie d  o u t by  

C h u . In  a d d it io n ,  H a n  w i l l  he g ra te fu l to  yo u  because o f  th e  

lan d . I f  n o t ,  i t  m eans th a t th e  ra n c o r  b e tw e e n  H a n  and  C hu  

ca nn o t be sm o o th e d  o v e r and  th e re fo re  b o th  these  s ta te s  w i l l  

v ie  w ith  each o th e r  in  s u b m it t in g  to  Q in  ’ s a u th o r ity .  S ince 

Q in  and C h u  are f ig h t in g  fo r  p o w e r ,  i f  yo u  re p r im a n d  C h u  to  

b u y  o f f  H a n ,  th is  is a dva n ta g eo us  to  Q in . ”  X ia n g  Shou  

a s k e d . “ W h a t s h a ll I do  th e n ? ”  T h e  e m is s a ry  re p lie d , “ T h is  

is  a good  th in g . G an  M a o  w is h e s  to  m a n ip u la te  W e i to  o b ta in  

la n d  f ro m  Q i ,  and G o n g s u n  H a o  w ish e s  to  m a n ip u la te  H a n  to  

o b ta in  la n d  f ro m  Q i. N o w  i f  yo u  o c c u p y  Y iy a n g  and re g a rd  

th is  y o u r  o w n  c o n tr ib u t io n ,  secure  its  s a fe ty  b y  w in n in g  o v e r 

C h u  and  H a n  and re p r im a n d in g  th e  s in s  o f  Q i and W e i,  

G o n g s u n  H a o  and G an  M a o  w i l l  to ta l ly  lose  th e ir  p o w e r. ”

Someone Had a T a lk  w ith Gongzhong

S om eone had a ta lk  w ith  G o n g z h o n g  and  s a id , “  A p a r t  

f ro m  o n ly  ta k in g  th e  adv ice  o f  th o se  p o w e r fu l and in f lu e n t ia l 

h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls ,  a s o v e re ig n  s h o u ld  l is te n  to  th e  

o p in io n s  o f  th e  peop le  a ll o v e r h is  s ta te . H e n c e , o u r  deceased 

so v e re ig n  used to  g o  to  th e  m a rk e t to  h ea r p u b lic  o p in io n . So 

I  hope  th a t yo u  w i l l  g ive  m e a chance to  e xp ress  m y  o p in io n s . 

Y o u  have tr ie d  to  re m a in  n e u tra l w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  b u t 

fa ile d  to  do  so. Y o u  have been c lose  to  G o n g s u n  H a o  and  at 

odd s  w ith  G a n  M a o , s u p p o rte d  th e  tro o p s  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q i 

and  m anaged  to  s to p  th e  tro o p s  o f th e  s ta te  o f  W e i f ro m
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a tta c k in g  Q i. B o th  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  are  

y o u r  e ne m y s ta te s . I  am  a fra id  th a t  y o u r  s ta te  m ig h t  face 

p ro b le m s  caused b y  th ese  tw o  s ta te s , so I  hope  th a t  yo u  w i l l  

seek to  re m a in  n e u tra l w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . ”

G o n g z h o n g  a s k e d , “ W h a t s h a ll I  do  th e n ? ”  T h e  m an  

re p lie d , “ T h e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  b e lieves  th a t  G o n g s u n  

H a o  s ides w i th  y o u , so he w o u ld  n o t ta ke  h is  adv ice . G an 

M a o  is  a t o dd s  w i th  y o u , so he w o u ld  n o t e u log ize  fo r  yo u  in  

f r o n t  o f  th e  k in g . W h y  n o t send a m essage to  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  

th ro u g h  X in g  Y u a n ?  X in g  Y u a n  is  an u p r ig h t  c o u r t o f f ic ia l o f 

th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  and  on  y o u r  b e h a lf ,  I  w i l l  ask 

h im  to  ta ke  th e  fo l lo w in g  m essage to  th e  k in g  o f  Q in ; 4 Is  it  

m o re  a dva n ta g eo us  to  y o u r  s ta te  i f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and  the  

s ta te  o f W e i b u ild  an a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r ,  o r  is i t  m ore  

a dva n ta g e o u s  i f  th e y  are  a lie n a te d  f r o m  each o th e r?  W i l l  y o u r  

s ta te  becom e s tro n g e r  i f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i 

c o n fro n t each o th e r ,  o r  w i l l  y o u r  s ta te  becom e s tro n g e r  i f  

th e y  m ake  peace w i th  each o th e r? ’ C e r ta in ly  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  

w i l l  s a y , 6 I f  Q i and  W e i a re  a lie n a te d  fro m  each o th e r ,  m y  

s ta te  w i l l  becom e m o re  im p o r ta n t .  I f  th e y  b u ild  an a llia n c e , 

m y  s ta te  w i l l  becom e less im p o r ta n t .  I f  Q i and  W e i c o n fro n t 

each o th e r ,  m y  s ta te  w i l l  becom e s tro n g e r . I f  Q i and  W e i 

m ake  peace w i th  each o th e r ,  m y  s ta te  w i l l  becom e w e a k e r. ’ 

Im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  th a t ,  I w i l l  s a y , 4 I f  yo u  ta k e  G o n g s u n  

H a o ’ s adv ice  to  s u p p o r t th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i w i th  th e  

tro o p s  o f b o th  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and  y o u r  s ta te  to  a tta c k  th e  

s ta te  o f  W e i,  th e  tro o p s  o f  W e i w i l l  d e f in ite ly  n o t dare  

c o n fro n t y o u r  a llie d  fo rce s . T h e y  w i l l  cede som e la n d  to  Q i
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and  th u s  m a ke  peace w i th  i t .  I f  th is  is th e  case , y o u r  s ta te  

w i l l  becom e less p o w e r fu l and in f lu e n t ia l.  I  don  ’ t  th in k  

G o n g s u n  H a o  is  lo y a l to  you  b y  so d o in g . I f  yo u  ta ke  G an 

M a o ’ s adv ice  to  s u p p o r t th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w ith  

th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and y o u r  s ta te  to  a tta c k  the  

s ta te  o f  Q i ,  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q i w i l l  d e f in ite ly  n o t da re  c o n fro n t 

y o u r  a llie d  fo rce s . T h e re fo re ,  Q i w i l l  a lso  cede som e lan d  to  

W e i to  m ake  peace w i th  i t .  I f  th is  is  th e  case , y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  

a lso  becom e less  p o w e r fu l and  in f lu e n t ia l.  I d o n ’ t th in k  G an  

M a o  is  lo y a l to  yo u  b y  so d o in g . H e n c e , i t  w o u ld  be b e tte r  i f  

yo u  a llo w  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  to  re m a in  n e u tra l and  le t th e  s ta te  

o f  Q i and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i engage in  w a r  w i th  each o th e r. Y o u  

can pay l ip  se rv ice  to  W e i to  b o o s t its  m o ra le . A s  a r e s u l t , Q i 

and W e i w i l l  n o t y ie ld  to  each o th e r  and  w i l l  engage in  w a r fa re  

fo r  a lo n g  t im e . I f  yo u  w a n t , yo u  can h e lp  G o n g s u n  H a o  w in  

o v e r th e  t r u s t  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  o b ta in  th e  re g io n  o f  N a n y a n g  

fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and  tra d e  som e la n d  fo r  th e  area  o f 

G u c h u a n  fo r  y o u r  s ta te . T h is  used to  be th e  m o s t s ince re  

w is h  o f  K in g  H u i  ( re fe r r in g  to  a deceased s o v e re ig n  o f  Q in ) .  

I f  yo u  w a n t ,  yo u  can h e lp  G an  M a o  w in  o v e r th e  t r u s t  o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  W e i,  and  s u p p o r t th e  tro o p s  o f  W e i w i th  th e  m il i ta r y  

fo rce s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and  y o u r  s ta te  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q i. T h is  used to  be th e  m o s t s in ce re  w is h  o f  K in g  W u  

( re fe r r in g  to  a deceased s o v e re ig n  o f  Q in ) .  I  th in k  th e  m o s t 

im p o r ta n t  th in g  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  is to  le t th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  

re m a in  n e u tra l and  th u s  b o o s t th e  m o ra le  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. 

G o n g s u n  H a o  w o u ld  n o t su g g e s t th a t  you  do  so because he is 

o n  th e  side o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  and G a n  M a o  dares  n o t sugges t
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th a t  yo u  do  so because he is  p o w e rle s s . T h e s e  tw o  peop le  w i l l  

cause severe p ro b le m s  fo r  yo u . I hope  th a t yo u  w i l l  th in k  

s e r io u s ly  a b o u t these  m a tte rs .

Gongzhong Served as Prime Minister of Han

W h e n  G o n g z h o n g  w as s e rv in g  as p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  H a n ,  b o th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  v ied  

w i th  each o th e r  in  h o b n o b b in g  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . T h e  

k in g  o f  Q in  and  th e  k in g  o f  W e i m e t each o th e r  to  d iscuss  

w in n in g  o v e r th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and  m a k in g  Q i c u t o f f  i ts  tie s  

w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . T h e  k in g  o f C h u  sen t J in g  L i  to  the  

s ta te  o f  Q in  on  a d ip o m a tic  m is s io n , and J in g  L i  to o k  p a r t in  

th e  m e e tin g  b e tw e e n  Q in  and  W e i. F o r  th is  re a s o n , th e  k in g  

o f  C h u  w as  a n g ry  w ith  J in g  L i ,  because he feared  th a t the  

s ta te  o f  Q i m ig h t th in k  th a t  h is  s ta te  m ay  have som e secre t 

dea ls  w ith  Q in  and  W e i. T h e re fo re ,  he w as a b o u t to  p u n is h  

J in g  L i.

O n  J in g  L i ’ s b e h a lf ,  som eone had a ta lk  w ith  th e  k in g  o f 

C h u  and  s a id , “ I w a n t to  say c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  you  because 

J in g  L i  has p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th e  m e e tin g  b e tw e e n  Q in  and  W e i. 

T h e  s o ve re ig n s  o f  Q in  and  W e i m e t each o th e r  to  d iscuss  

b u ild in g  up  an a llia n c e  b e tw e e n  Q i and  Q in  and m a k in g  Q i cu t 

o f f  i ts  tie s  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . S ince  J in g  L i  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  

th is  m e e tin g , th e  s ta te  o f  Q i w i l l  n o t b e lieve  th a t th e  s ta te  o f 

W e i is  t r y in g  to  h e lp  Q i and Q in  b u ild  an a llia n c e  to  a tta c k  the  

s ta te  o f  C h u . A n d  Q i w i l l  a lso  fe a r th a t  C h u  m ig h t  have  

s e c re tly  e s ta b lis h e d  good  re la t io n s  w i th  Q in  and W e i,  so i t
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w i l l  a tta c h  im p o rta n c e  to  y o u r  s ta te . H e n c e , J in g  L i  ’ s 

p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th is  m e e tin g  is  re a lly  a g re a t b e n e fit  to  you .

S h o u ld  J in g  L i  n o t have p a r tic ip a te d  in  th is  m e e tin g , i t  w o u ld  

have been c ry s ta l-c le a r  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w i l l  a lie n a te  the  

re la t io n s  b e tw e e n  Q i and C h u . I f  th is  w e re  th e  case, Q i w o u ld  

d e f in ite ly  pay  no  a t te n t io n  to  yo u . H e n c e , i t  w o u ld  be b e tte r  

i f  yo u  n o t p u n is h  J in g  L i.  T h u s  y o u  w i l l  g iv e  a s ig n a l to  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q i th a t  you  s t i l l  m a in ta in  c lose  re la t io n s  w i th  Q in  and 

W e i. A s  a r e s u lt ,  Q i w i l l  d e f in ite ly  a tta c h  im p o rta n c e  to  y o u r  

s ta te . M o re o v e r ,  yo u  w i l l  m ake  Q i d o u b t th e  s in c e r ity  o f  Q in  

and W e i. ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ P e rfe c t. ”  T h e n  he n o t o n ly  d id  

n o t p u n is h  J in g  L i ,  b u t p ro m o te d  h im  to  a h ig h e r  ra n k .

The King Said, “ You Just Said That I t  Is Invincible Under 

the Sun”

T h e  k in g  o f  W e i s a id , “ Y o u  ju s t  sa id  th a t  i t  is  in v in c ib le  1191 

u n d e r th e  sun . N o w  yo u  are  sa y in g  th a t  i t  is  a b o u t to  a tta c k  

th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n . W h y ? ”  Y u  Q in g  re p lie d , “ N o w  i f  yo u  say 

th a t  a h o rse  is  v e ry  s t r o n g ,  t h a t ’ s r ig h t .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  you  

d ec la re  th a t  a h o rse  can c a r ry  one  th o u s a n d  j u n  o f  w e ig h t on  

its  b a c k , t h a t ’ s w ro n g . W h y ?  O ne  th o u s a n d  j u n  is  beyond  

th e  l im ita t io n s  o f  a h o rse . N o w  i f  yo u  say th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  is  

b ig  and  p o w e r fu l ,  t h a t ’ s r ig h t .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  C h u  p la n s  to  

d is p a tc h  its  tro o p s  to  tra v e rs e  Z hao  and  W e i to  a tta c k  Y a n , 

is n ’ t  th is  beyo nd  C h u ’ s l im ita t io n s ?  N o n e th e le s s , C h u  is  s t i l l  

a b o u t to  do  th a t .  T h e re fo re ,  i t  w i l l  becom e e xh a u s te d . I f  th is  

is  th e  case, y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be s tre n g th e n e d . Is n  ’ t  th is
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a dva n ta g eo us  to  Y o u r  M a je s ty ? ”

Someone Suggested to Wei ’ s King That He Order A ll the 

People in the State to be on High Alert

Som eone  had a ta lk  w ith  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f W e i and 

s a id , “ P lease w a rn  th e  peop le  a ll o v e r th e  s ta te  to  be o n  h ig h  

a le r t .  T h o s e  w h o  w i l l  fo l lo w  you  to  th e  f r o n t  w i th  w eapons 

s h o u ld  g e t re a d y  w i th in  te n  days. T h o s e  w h o  fa il to  be 

p re pa re d  w i l l  be sen tenced  to  d e a th . T h e n  yo u  ta k e  o f f  the  

f la g  ta sse l and fa s te n  i t  to  y o u r  c h a r io t.  I  w i l l  leave fo r  th e  

s ta te  o f C h u  on  a d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n  on  y o u r  b e h a lf ,  b u t 

p lease do  n o t d e p a rt u n t i l  I  re tu rn .  ”  W h e n  L o rd  C h u n s h e n  

h ea rd  th is ,  he to ld  th e  m e sse n g e r, “ P lease go  back  to  y o u r  

s ta te  im m e d ia te ly  and do no t see m y  s o ve re ig n . I w i l l  send 

te n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f s o ld ie rs  to  y o u r  s ta te  w i th in  te n  days. ”  

W h e n  th e  e m is s a ry  f ro m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  heard  th is  n e w s , he 

re p o rte d  i t  to  th e  k in g  o f  Q in . T h e n  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  sent the  

fo l lo w in g  m essage to  th e  k in g  o f  W e i: " I f  yo u  a re  a b o u t to  

d is p a tc h  y o u r  tro o p s  here  to  a tta c k  m y  s ta te , I  th in k  these  

tro o p s  are  e no ug h . ”

Zhu Ying Had a T a lk  with Lord Chunshen

Z h u  Y in g ,  a m an  f ro m  th e  area o f  G u a n jin ,  had a ta lk  

w i th  L o rd  C h u n s h e n  and  s a id , "P e o p le  th in k  th a t th e  s ta te  o f 

C h u  used to  be s tro n g  b u t has d e c lin e d  s ince  you  to o k  o v e r 

th e  re g im e . B u t I  d o n ’ t agree  w i th  th e m . W h e n  o u r  deceased
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s o ve re ig n  w a s  in  p o w e r ,  o u r  s ta te  had s u ffe re d  no  a gg re ss ion  

fo r  m o re  th a n  tw e n ty  yea rs . I t  w as n o t c o n v e n ie n t fo r  th e  

tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  to  m a rc h  th ro u g h  th e  F o r t i f ic a t io n  

o f  M ia n  to  a tta c k  o u r  s ta te . N o r  w as  i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  th e m  to  

c ross  b o th  th e  W e s t Z h o u  and th e  E a s t Z h o u  and bypass th e  

s ta te  o f  H a n  to  a tta c k  C h u . H o w e v e r ,  n o w a d a ys  th e  s itu a t io n  

is  n o t th e  sam e. T h e  end o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i is  w i th in  s ig h t.  I t  

can no  lo n g e r  m a in ta in  th e  areas o f  X u ,  Y a n lin g  and W u . I f  it  

cedes th ese  areas to  Q in ,  Q in  w i l l  be o n ly  one  h u n d re d  and 

s ix ty  l i  a w a y  f ro m  o u r  s ta te . I can fo resee  th a t th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in  and th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  w i l l  engage in  w a r fa re  v e ry  soon. ”

Gongzhong Often Broke His Word with the Sovereigns of 

O ther States

G ongzhong o fte n  b roke  h is w o rd  w ith  the  sovereigns o f o the r 

s ta tes, and the re fo re  no o th e r state w o u ld  take  h is  advice again. 

G ongzhong w an ted  to  estab lish  ties w ith  the  state o f C hu in  the 

s o u th , bu t the  k in g  o f C hu w o u ld  n o t lis ten  to  h im . O n 

G ongzhong ’ s b e h a lf, Su Dai had a ta lk  w ith  the  k in g  o f C hu  and 

sa id , “ I t  w o u ld  be b e tte r i f  you take h is advice th is  tim e  and a t the 

same tim e  be prepared in  case he m ig h t b reak h is w o rd  again. 

W ith  regard to  H an  P e ng ’ s trea che ry , he o fte n  re lies on  the  state 

o f Zhao to  tu rn  aga inst the sta te  o f C h u , o r tu rn s  to  the  state o f 

Q i to  b e tra y  the  state o f Q in . N o w  a ll these fo u r states refuse to  

take  h is adv ice , and the re fo re  he does no t have any a llies. T h is  

also w o rrie s  h im  ve ry  m uch. T h is  is  th e  r ig h t tim e  fo r  h im  to  be 

an honest m an. ”

1195
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Book 27

The Second Volume on Han

The Troops of Chu Had Besieged Yongshi for Five Months

T h e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  had besieged Y o n g s h i fo r  

f iv e  m o n th s . H a n  sen t e m issa ries  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  to  ask 

fo r  re in fo rc e m e n ts . So m a n y  e m issa ries  w e re  sen t to  Q in  in  an 

e nd less  s tre a m  th a t th e y  co u ld  see each o th e r  ’ s c a rr ia g e  

m a rquees  on  th e  road. N o n e th e le s s , th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  w ere  

n o t d is p a tc h e d  fro m  M o u n t X ia o . H a n  th e n  sen t S hang  J in  on 

a d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n  to  Q in  and he to ld  Q in ’ s k in g ,  “ H a n  is  

v e ry  c ru c ia l to  Q in . D u r in g  peace fu l t im e s , i t  can se rve  as a 

b a r r ie r  to  Q in . A n d  in  t im e  o f  w a r ,  it  can ac t as y o u r  

v a n g u a rd . A t  p re s e n t, H a n  is  in  severe  dan ge r. B u t the  

tro o p s  o f Q in  s t i l l  h a v e n ’ t  been d isp a tch e d  fro m  M o u n t X iao .

I  h e a rd  th a t i f  th e  lip s  a re  l i f te d  u p ,  th e  te e th  w i l l  fee l co ld . I 

hope  th a t Y o u r  M a je s ty  can th in k  i t  o v e r c a re fu lly .  ”  Q ueen  

M o th e r  X u a n  s a id , “ O f  a ll th e  e m issa ries  w h o  have v is ite d  

u s , o n ly  M r  S h a n g ’ s w o rd s  sound  reasonab le . ”  So she ca lled  

in  S hang  J in . Q ueen  M o th e r  X u a n  to ld  S hang  J in ,  “ W h e n  I 

w as  s e rv in g  o u r  fo rm e r  k in g ,  i f  he p u t h is  th ig h  u po n  m e , I 

w o u ld  fe e l e xh a u s te d . H o w e v e r ,  w h e n  he s tre tc h e d  h im s e lf  

u p o n  m e , I w o u ld n ’ t fee l l ik e  b e in g  c ru sh e d  a t a ll.  W h y ?  I 

b e n e fite d  m o re  o r  less w h e n  he w as d o in g  so. N o w  re g a rd in g  

g o in g  to  H a n ’ s a id ,  i f  w e  d o n ’ t send c o u n tle s s  s o ld ie rs  w i th  a 

h uge  a m o u n t o f  p ro v e n d e r, w e  ca n n o t o f fe r  a ny  s u b s ta n t ia l
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h e lp . I f  w e  h e lp  H a n ,  i t  w i l l  co s t us one th o u s a n d  j i n  o f  g o ld  

each d a y ,b u t  w e  ca n n o t g a in  a ny  b e n e fit  a t a ll.  ”

S hang  J in  w ro te  a re p o r t to  th e  k in g  o f  H a n . T h e  k in g  

th e n  sen t Z h a n g  C u i to  Q in  to  a sk  fo r  he lp . Z h a n g  C u i 

p re te n d e d  to  be s ic k  and  advanced  o n ly  one h u n d re d  Li each 

day. W h e n  he a rr iv e d  in  Q in ,  G an  M a o  s a id , “ H a n  is  in  

severe d a n g e r. T h a t ’ s w h y  yo u  have com e here  a lth o u g h  you 

are  s ic k . ”  Z h a n g  C u i s a id , “ H a n  is  n o t ye t in  tro u b le . 

H o w e v e r , i t  w i l l  soon  be in  t ro u b le . ”  G an  M a o  s a id , “ Q in  is  a 

v e ry  p o w e r fu l s ta te , and  o u r  s o ve re ig n  is  a lso  v e ry  w ise . 

T h e re fo re ,  w e  k n o w  e v e ry  d e ta il o f  th e  s itu a t io n  in  H a n . 

H o w e v e r ,  yo u  sa id  th a t  y o u r  s ta te  is  n o t y e t in  severe 

tro u b le .  H o w  can yo u  say th a t? ”  Z h a n g  C u i s a id , “ I f  H a n  

w e re  re a lly  in  t r o u b le ,  w e  w o u ld  have y ie ld e d  to  C h u . I f  th is  

w e re  th e  case , I  w o u ld n ’ t  have da red  com e here . ”  G an  M a o  

s a id , “ I  see. P lease  d o n ’ t  m e n tio n  th a t  a g a in . ”  G a n  M a o  

th e n  w e n t to  th e  palace  to  te l l  Q in ’ s k in g ,  “ G o n g zh o n g  has 

f i r m  c o n tro l o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . I f  he can w in  o v e r th e  

s u p p o r t o f  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in ,  he w i l l  c o n fro n t C h u . N o w  th e  

tro o p s  o f C h u  have besieged Y o n g s h i fo r  f iv e  m o n th s  and w e 

s t i l l  have  n o t se n t o u r  tro o p s  fro m  M o u n t X ia o  to  a ss is t i t .  

T h u s  w e  w i l l  b a d ly  dam age o u r  re la t io n s h ip  w i th  H a n . A s  a 

r e s u lt ,  G o n g z h o n g  w i l l  fee l v e ry  b i t te r  to w a rd s  us and 

th e re fo re  o v e r lo o k  g o v e rn m e n t a ffa irs . A c c o r d in g ly , G o n g s h u  

w i l l  lead th e  s ta te  to  y ie ld  to  C h u  in  th e  s o u th  and  m ake  peace 

w ith  i t .  I f  C h u  and  H a n  u n ite  w i th  each o th e r ,  W e i w o n ’ t 

dare  to  ac t a g a in s t th e ir  w i l l .  T h u s  C h u  w i l l  c o n s p ire  to  

in va d e  o u r  s ta te  w i th  th e  p o w e r o f  th e  c o m b in e d  m il i ta r y  fo rc e
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o f these  th re e  s ta te s . I f  th is  is  th e  case, th e  s itu a t io n  w i l l  be 

s u ita b le  fo r  th e m  to  a tta c k  Q in . I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h e th e r  i t  is 

m o re  a dva n ta g eo us  fo r  us to  s it  id ly  and  w a it  f o r  th e ir  

a g g re ss io n  o r  to  a tta c k  th e  enem y s ta te s  on  o u r  o w n  

in i t ia t i v e . ”  T h e  k in g  o f Q in  s a id , “ G ood  id e a ! ”  F in a lly  he 

d is p a tc h e d  tro o p s  f ro m  M o u n t X ia o  to  h e lp  H a n .

The Troops o f Chu Besieged Yongshi and Han Sent 

Ling Xiang to Q in  to Ask for Reinforcements

T h e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  besieged th e  re g io n  o f 

Y o n g s h i and  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  se n t L in g  X ia n g  to  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in  to  a sk  fo r  re in fo rc e m e n ts . F o r  th is  re a s o n , Q in  sent 

G o n g s u n  M e i to  H a n  on  a d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n . G o n g zh o n g  

a s k e d , “ D o  yo u  th in k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w i l l  send tro o p s  here  to  

rescue  us? O r  do yo u  th in k  i t  w o n ’ t? ”  G o n g s u n  M e i re p lie d , 

“ T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  d e c la re d , ‘ P lease send tro o p s  to  c ross  th e  

areas o f  N a n zh e n g  and L a n tia n  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u , and 

I  w i l l  d is p a tc h  m y  tro o p s  to  m a rc h  th ro u g h  th e  re g io n  o f 

S anchuan  to  s u p p o r t y o u r  a rm ie s . ’ P ro b a b ly  he w i l l  n o t jo in  

fo rce s  w i th  yo u . ”  G o n g z h o n g  a s k e d , “ W h a t s h a ll I  do  th e n ? ”  

G o n g s u n  M e i re p lie d , “ C e r ta in ly  th e  k in g  o f Q in  w i l l  fo l lo w  

Z h a n g  Y i ’ s o ld  s tra te g y . W h e n  K in g  W e i o f  C h u  a tta c k e d  th e  

s ta te  o f  W e i,  Z h a n g  Y i su gg es te d  to  Q in ’ s k in g ,  ‘ I f  yo u  jo in  

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  in  a t ta c k in g  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  W e i w i l l  y ie ld  

to  C h u . T h e  s ta te  o f  H a n  is  a lre a d y  th e ir  a lly .  T h u s  o u r  s ta te  

w i l l  be is o la te d . S o , i t  w o u ld  be b e tte r  i f  yo u  send 

re in fo rc e m e n ts  to  h e lp  W e i and  th u s  b o o s t its  m o ra le . ’ T h e n
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th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  a tta c k e d  th e  re g io n  o f P is h i. T h e  tro o p s  o f 

W e i w e re  fo rm id a b le ,  and  K in g  W e i o f  C h u  w as vexed . A s  a 

r e s u lt ,  th e  tro o p s  o f  C h u  and th o se  o f W e i engaged in  a b it te r  

w a r  w ith  each o th e r. So th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  to o k  occas ion  to  

seize th e  re g io n  beyo nd  X ih e  and re tu rn e d  to  Q in . N o w  Q in  

dec la res  th a t i t  w i l l  a ss is t H a n ,  b u t i t  w i l l  s e c re tly  e s ta b lis h  

g ood  re la t io n s  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . Because o f  Q in  ’ s 

a s s is ta n c e , you  w i l l  fee l s tro n g  and th e re fo re  w i l l  c o n fro n t the  

t ro o p s  o f  C h u  o v e rc o n fid e n t ly .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  tro o p s  o f  C h u  

s e c re tly  k n o w  th a t Q in  w o n ’ t re a lly  h e lp  y o u , so th e y  w i l l  

a lso  a tta c k  yo u . I f  you  d e fe a t C h u , Q in  w i l l  jo in  yo u  in  

in v a d in g  C h u , and th e re fo re  w i l l  tra d e  som e lan d  fo r  th e  area 

o f S anchuan  and th e n  w ith d ra w  th e ir  tro o p s . I f  yo u  ca n n o t 

de fe a t C h u , th e  tro o p s  o f Q in  w i l l  besiege S anchuan  and 

d e fend  i t  s t r o n g ly ,  and  th e re fo re , yo u  w i l l  be u n a b le  to  

re o ccu p y  i t .  I  ha te  th is  k in d  o f  base c o n d u c t. S im a  K a n g  has 

tra v e lle d  se ve ra l t im e s  to  th e  c a p ita l o f  Y in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

C h u , and G an  M a o  has m e t Z hao  X ia n  on  th e  b o rd e r. T h e y  

b o th  d ec la red  th a t th e y  w o u ld  accep t p o s ts  p ro v id e d  by  th e ir  

a llie s . H o w e v e r ,  in  fa c t th e y  have m ade an a g re e m e n t to  

a tta c k  yo u . ”  G o n g z h o n g  w a s  scared and  a s k e d , “ In  th is  case, 

w h a t s h a ll I  do  th e n ? ”  G o n g s u n  M e i re p lie d , “ Y o u  s h o u ld  

p la n  fo r  y o u r  s ta te  and  n o t re ly  o n ly  on  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . Y o u  

s h o u ld  p la n  y o u r  fu tu re  and a vo id  fa l l in g  in to  Z h a n g  Y i ’ s 

tra p . H e n c e , y o u ’ d b e tte r  lead y o u r  s ta te  to  b u ild  an a llia n ce  

w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  as soon as poss ib le . 

T h u s  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w i l l  s u b m it  to  yo u  to  a vo id  y o u r  

a g g re ss io n . T h e n  yo u  w i l l  o n ly  is o la te  Z h a n g  Y i and  s t i l l
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m a in ta in  good re la tions  w ith  the sta te  o f Q in . ” §

Gongzhong Wanted to Exchange Some o f H a n ’ s Land with

Wei

G o n g zh o n g  w a n te d  to  exchange  som e la n d  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

H a n  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. G o n g s h u  d isag reed  w ith  h im , b u t 

G u a n zh o n g  w o u ld  n o t ta ke  h is  adv ice . A s  a r e s u lt ,  G o n g sh u  

p la n n e d  to  leave fo r  a n o th e r  s ta te . S h i T i  had a ta lk  w ith  

G o n g s h u  and  s a id , “ I f  yo u  fle e  to  a n o th e r  s ta te , th e  exchange  

w i l l  succeed. M o re o v e r ,  i f  yo u  com e back to  o u r  s ta te  

w ith o u t  sound  re a s o n , peop le  a ll o v e r th e  w o r ld  w i l l  d is re g a rd  

yo u . Y o u ’ d b e tte r  agree  w i th  G u a n zh o n g  on  th is  m a tte r . I f  

th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  g ive s  up  th e  n o r th e rn  a re a , i t  is  

d isa d va n ta g e o u s  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao. I f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i g ive s  

up  its  s o u th e rn  a re a , i t  is  d isa d va n ta g e o u s  to  th e  s ta te  o f 

C h u . Y o u ’ d b e tte r  in fo rm  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  and  th e  s ta te  o f 

C h u  a b o u t th is . C h u  and Z hao  w i l l  ha te  th is  a rra n g e m e n t. 

W h e n  th e  k in g  o f  Z hao  hea rs  th is ,  he w i l l  d is p a tc h  h is  tro o p s  

to  a p p ro a ch  th e  F o r t i f ic a t io n  o f  Y a n g c h a n g . W h e n  th e  k in g  o f 

C h u  hears th is ,  he w i l l  d is p a tc h  h is  tro o p s  to  a pp ro ach  th e  

c i ty  o f  F a n g ch e n g . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  exchange  w i l l  re s u lt  in  

fa ilu re .  ”

Y i Xuan Suggested That H a n ’ s King A lly  with Qin

Y i X u a n  su gges ted  to  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  th a t  he 

b u ild  an a llia n c e  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . H e  s a id , "P le a s e
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p re p a re  a h u n d re d  ca rr ia g e s  fo r  G ongsH u  and  d e c la re  th a t he 

is  a b o u t to  v is it  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  to  tra d e  th e  area o f  S anchuan  

fo r  som e la n d  b e lo n g in g  to  C h u . T h e n  send G o n g z h o n g  to  

ta k e  a m essage to  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  as fo l lo w s ;  

‘ P e op le  in  S anchuan  say th a t  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  

ta k e  o v e r th is  a re a , and th e re fo re  th e  k in g  o f  H a n  w i l l  becom e 

v e ry  u pse t. W h y  n o t send X ia n g z i to  H a n  as a hostage?  T h e n  

th e  k in g  o f  H a n  w i l l  be su re  th a t yo u  w o n  ’ t  ta ke  o v e r 

S anchuan . ’ T h e n  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  w i l l  send X ia n g z i to  H a n  

and  th u s  m a ke  th e  c ro w n  p rin c e  g ra te fu l to  us. ”

The W ar in Xiangling

D u r in g  th e  w a r  in  X ia n g l in g ,  B i C h a n g  had a ta lk  w ith  

G o n g s h u  and s a id , “ P lease d o n ’ t ta ke  m il i ta r y  a c tio n . T h e n  

b o th  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w i l l  he g ra te fu l to  

yo u . T h e  s ta te  o f  C h u  w a n ts  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i to  d es ign a te  

C h ild e  G ao  as c ro w n  p rin c e . T h e re fo re ,  i t  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  

d is p a tc h  tro o p s  to  a p p ro a ch  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. W h y  n o t send 

som eone to  ta ke  th e  fo l lo w in g  m essage to  Z h a o y a n g ; ‘ I 

ca n n o t assu re  yo u  th a t  w e  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  w in  th e  w a r. P lease 

le t m e d is p a tc h  tro o p s  to  a p p ro a ch  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i o n  y o u r  

b e h a lf. ’ T h e n  yo u  can th in k  o u t a s u b te rfu g e  to  avo id  

e n g a g in g  in  th e  w a r. A s  a r e s u lt ,  C h ild e  B ia n , Z hao  Y a n g  

and th e  k in g  o f  W e i w i l l  be g ra te fu l to  yo u . ”
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Gongshu Sent Feng Jun to Qin on a Diplomatic Mission

G o n g s h u  sen t F e n g  J u n  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  on  a 

d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n . F e n g  J u n  fea red  th a t  he m ig h t  be 

d e ta in e d , so he asked Y a n g  X ia n g  to  adv ise  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  as 

fo l lo w s ;  “ I t  is  n o t w ise  to  d e ta in  F e n g  Ju n  and a t th e  same 

t im e  tre a t H a n  C hen  w e ll.  I t  w o u ld  be b e tte r  i f  yo u  tre a t 

F e n g  J u n  w e ll and s u p p o r t h im  w i th  y o u r  s ta te . T h u s  F e n g  

J u n  w i l l  be g ra te fu l to  y o u , re fu s e  to  c a r ry  o u t G o n g s h u ’ s 

o rd e rs  to  h e lp  h im  v ie  w i th  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  fo r  th e  th ro n e . 

A s  a r e s u lt ,  y o u r  benevo lence  w i l l  becom e w e ll k n o w n  and 

y o u r  re la t io n s  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  w i l l  a lso  be im p ro v e d . ”

Someone Consulted with Gongshu Regarding His Wish to 

Seize Wusui from Qin

S om eone  c o n s u lte d  w i th  G o n g s h u , “ Y o u  w a n t to  seize 

th e  re g io n  o f W u s u i f ro m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  b u t do n o t w o r r y  

th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  is  ab le  to  cause dam age to  th e  area o f 

H e w a i. Y o u ’ d b e tte r  send som eone to  th re a te n  th e  k in g  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u , and  a t th e  sam e t im e  send a n o th e r  p e rson  to  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  to  ask fo r  th e  re g io n  o f  W u s u i. S im p ly  te l l  

th e  k in g  o f  C h u , 6 P lease send im p o r ta n t  e m issa ries  to  th e  

s ta te  o f Q in  to  ask th a t  th e  re g io n  o f  W u s u i be ceded to  the  

s ta te  o f H a n . I f  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  agrees to  do  so , i t  m eans th a t  

yo u  can issue  o rd e rs  to  th e  so v e re ig n  o f  a s ta te  w i th  ten  

th o u s a n d  c h a r io ts . A f t e r  o b ta in in g  th e  re g io n  o f  W u s u i,  H a n  

can use i t  to  c o n tro l th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . T h e re fo re , H a n  w i l l  be
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fre e  f ro m  Q in ’ s a g g re ss io n  and a lso  be g ra te fu l to  C h u . T h e  

s ta te  o f  H a n  w i l l  he reg a rde d  as n o th in g  b u t  a c o u n ty  o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  C h u . I f  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  d o e s n ’ t  l is te n  to  y o u , th e  

s ta te  o f  H a n  and th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w i l l  becom e v e ry  re s e n tfu l 

to w a rd s  each o th e r  and  th e re fo re , th e y  w i l l  v ie  w i th  each 

o th e r  in  w in n in g  o v e r th e  s ta te  o f  C hu .

Someone Had a Talk with Gongshu Concerning Taking a Boat

Som eone  had a ta lk  w i th  G o n g s h u  and s a id , “ R e g a rd in g  

ta k in g  a b o a t , i f  th e  boa t le a ks  and  you  d o n ’ t  c a u lk  i t ,  i t  w i l l  

s in k . A lth o u g h  yo u  m a y  c a u lk  th e  b o a t,  i f  yo u  ig n o re  huge  

w a v e s , th e  boa t w i l l  capsize. N o w  yo u  c o n s id e r y o u rs e lf  m o re  

s o p h is tic a te d  th a n  th e  lo rd  o f  X u e , and th e re fo re  d o n ’ t pay 

e n o u g h  a tte n t io n  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . T h is  is  c a u lk in g  a 

le a k in g  boa t and  ig n o r in g  huge  w aves a t th e  sam e tim e . I 

hope  th a t yo u  w i l l  s tu d y  th is  c lo s e ly . ”

Qi Sent Zhou Ju to Zheng on a Diplomatic Mission

T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i w as a b o u t to  send Z h o u  Ju  to  Z h e n g , th e  

c a p ita l o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  to  persuade  th e  k in g  o f  H a n  to  

d is m is s  G o n g s h u  and  a t th e  sam e t im e  a p p o in t H a n  R ao  as th e  

n e w  p r im e  m in is te r .  Z h o u  Ju w as w o r r ie d  a b o u t th is  jo u rn e y  

to  H a n . H e  s a id , “ G o n g s h u  and  th e  so v e re ig n  o f Z h o u  are  

v e ry  c lose  to  each o th e r. I w i l l  be se n t to  Z h e n g  to  persuade  

th e  k in g  o f  H a n  to  d is m is s  G o n g s h u  fro m  o ff ic e  and a p p o in t 

H a n  R ao  to  rep lace  h im  as th e  n ew  p r im e  m in is te r .  A  sa y in g
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s a is , ‘ A  p e rson  angered  b y  h is  fa m ily  w i l l  s t i l l  app ea r a n g ry  in  

p u b lic .  ’ N o w  G o n g s h u  is  h o s t ile  to w a rd s  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  and 

th e re  is  n o th in g  w e  can do  a b o u t i t .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  s o ve re ig n  

o f  Z ho u  w i l l  be v e ry  re s e n tfu l to w a rd s  m e . ”  S h i She s a id , 

“ J u s t go  to  Z he ng . I assu re  y o u  th a t  1 w i l l  m ake  G o n g sh u  

a tta c h  im p o rta n c e  to  yo u . ”

Z h o u  Ju  le f t  fo r  H a n  and a rr iv e d  in  th e  c a p ita l o f  Z heng . 

G o n g s h u  w as v e ry  a n g ry  w ith  h im . S h i She w e n t to  see 

G o n g s h u  and s a id , “ Z h o u  Ju d id  n o t w a n t to  com e h e re , and 

i t  w as I th a t pe rsuaded  h im  to  do  so. Z h o u  Ju  d id  n o t w a n t to  

com e here  because o f yo u . B u t I coerced h im  in to  c o m in g  here 

fo r  y o u r  sake as w e ll.  "  G o n g s h u  s a id , “ P lease e x p la in  th is  to  

m e. ”  S h i She re p lie d , “ T h e  son o f  one o f th e  h ig h - ra n k in g  

c o u r t o f f ic ia ls  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i has a d o g , and th is  dog  is 

v e ry  fie rc e . Y o u  ca n n o t sco ld  i t ,  o th e rw is e  i t  is su re  to  b ite  

yo u . O nce  a g u e s t asked  th e  son to  sco ld  th e  dog . T h e  h os t 

s ta re d  a t th e  a n im a l and  s lo w ly  sco lded  it .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  dog  

rem a in ed  m o tio n le s s . H e  sco lded  i t  a g a in , b u t th e  dog  d id  n o t 

w a n t to  b ite  a t a ll.  C e r ta in ly  Z h o u  Ju  w a n ts  to  be a t y o u r  

s e rv ic e ,h u t  he has been fo rc e d  to  com e h e re  on  a d ip lo m a t ic  

m is s io n . H e  w i l l  e xp ress  h is  v ie w s  s lo w ly  and e x a c tly  

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  ru le s  o f  p ro p r ie ty  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  k in g  o f 

H a n . T h u s  th e  k in g  o f  H a n  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  n o t th in k  th a t the  

k in g  o f  Q i in te n d e d  to  coerce  h im  in to  ta k in g  u rg e n t a c tio n  to  

d is m is s  yo u . A s  a r e s u lt ,  he w i l l  d e f in ite ly  re fu se  to  do  so. 

S h o u ld  Z h o u  Ju  n o t com e h e re , c e r ta in ly  a n o th e r  p e rson  

w o u ld  have been sen t he re . S uppose  th e  p e rson  sen t here  

w e re  n o t c lose  to  yo u  a t a ll  and  hoped  to  w in  o v e r H a n  R a o ,
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he w o u ld  coerce th e  k in g  o f  H a n  w i th  fo rc e fu l w o rd s  in to  

ta k in g  h is  adv ice  im m e d ia te ly . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  k in g  w o u ld  

p ro m is e  to  fo l lo w  h is  in s t ru c t io n s . ”  G o n g s h u  s a id , “ I  see. ”  

T h e n  he a tta ch e d  im p o rta n c e  to  Z h o u  Ju . A s  e x p e c te d , the  

k in g  o f  H a n  re fu sed  to  a p p o in t H a n  R ao as h is  n e w  p r im e  

m in is te r .

Gongshu of Han Vied with Ji Se for the State and 

Zheng Qiang Went to Han on a Diplomatic Mission on Behalf 

of Chu's King

G o n g s h u  o f th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  s u p p o rte d  C h ild e  J iu  to  v ie  

w i th  J i Se in  b e in g  p ro c la im e d  c ro w n  p rin ce . Z he ng  Q ia n g  

w e n t to  H a n  on  a d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n  on  b e h a lf o f  th e  k in g  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and p re sen te d  X in c h e n g  and Y a n g re n  to  J i Se 

in  th e  nam e o f h is  k in g  to  h e lp  J i Se in  h is  f ig h t  fo r  th e  

a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  s ta te . C h u ’ s k in g  w as a n g ry  and w a n te d  to  

p u n is h  h im  fo r  i t .  Z he ng  Q ia n g  s a id , “ 1 gave h im  th e  la n d  in  

th e  nam e o f Y o u r  M a je s ty  on  b e h a lf o f  o u r  s ta te . P lease le t 

m e e x p la in . I f  J i Se succeeds in  th e  f ig h t  w ith  G o n g s h u  fo r  

a u th o r i ty  o v e r th e  s ta te  a f te r  o b ta in in g  X in c h e n g  and 

Y a n g re n , W e i w i l l  send tro o p s  to  a tta c k  H a n  im m e d ia te ly . 

T h u s  H a n  w i l l  be in  d a n g e r and  th e re fo re  re s o rt to  us fo r  

h e lp . I f  th is  is  th e  case, h o w  dare  J i Se ask fo r  X in c h e n g  and 

Y a n g re n  f ro m  us? I f  he is d e fea ted  and s u rv iv e s  b y  a f lu k e ,  he 

w i l l  soon fle e  to  o u r  s ta te  to  ta k e  s h e lte r . I f  th is  is  th e  case, 

h o w  d a re  he m e n tio n  th e  la n d ? ”  C h u ’ s k in g  s a id , “ T h a t ’ s a 

good  idea. ”  T h e n  he gave u p  th e  p la n  to  p u n is h  Z h e n g  Q ia n g .
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Gongshu and Ji Se Fought Each Other for the Authority over 

Han and Zhongshuzi Qiang Had a Talk with the Crown Prince

In  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  G o n g s h u  and J i Se fo u g h t each o th e r  

fo r  th e  p os t o f  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  H a n . T h e  Z h o n g s h u z i 

( r e fe r r in g  to  th e  t i t le  o f  a k in d  o f  c o u r t o f f ic ia l in  th e  s ta te  o f 

H a n ) ,  w ho se  nam e w as Q ia n g , had a ta lk  w i th  th e  c ro w n  

p rin c e  and s a id , “ Y o u ’ d b e tte r  ta ke  u rg e n t a c tio n  a g a in s t 

G o n g s h u  b e fo re  th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i a rr iv e  in  o u r  

s ta te . ”  T h e  c ro w n  p r in c e  s a id , “ N o ,  I w o n ’ t  do  th a t .  I f  I s t i r  

u p  a w a r  in  o u r  s ta te , th e  s ta te  w i l l  be d iv id e d . ”  Q ia n g  

re p lie d , “ I f  yo u  d o n ’ t ta k e  a c tio n  n o w , yo u  w i l l  f in d  y o u rs e lf  

in  d a n g e r o f  lo s in g  y o u r  life . W h y  are  yo u  s t i l l  be w o r r y in g  

th a t  th e  s ta te  m ig h t be d iv id e d  in  th is  case?”  T h e  c ro w n  

p r in c e  d id  n o t ta ke  Q ia n g ’ s adv ice . T h e  tro o p s  o f th e  s ta te  o f 

Q i w e re  d is p a tc h e d  to  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  as e x p e c te d , and  th e  

c ro w n  p r in c e  had to  flee.

Qi Ming Had a Talk with Gongshu

Q i M in g  had a ta lk  w i th  G o n g s h u  and s a id , “ T h e  peop le  

o f  Q i have d r iv e n  J i Se o u t o f  th e ir  s ta te , b u t th e  s ta te  o f  C hu  

tre a ts  h im  v e ry  w e ll.  N o w  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  w a n ts  to  e s ta b lis h  

good  re la t io n s  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i v e ry  m u ch . S o , w h y  n o t 

a sk  th e  k in g  o f  Q i to  send a m essage to  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  as 

fo l lo w s ;  ’ P lease d r iv e  J i Se o u t o f  y o u r  s ta te  and th u s  m ake  

t ro u b le  fo r  h im  on m y  b e h a lf. ’ I f  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  lis te n s  to  

y o u , Q i and C h u  can b u ild  an a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r  and J i
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Se w i l l  be d r iv e n  o u t o f  C h u . I f  th e  k in g  o f C h u  d o e s n ’ t  l is te n  

to  y o u , i t  m eans th a t  he has som e u n d e rh a n d  re la t io n s  w ith  

th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . ”

Gongshu Was Going to K ill Ji Se

G o n g s h u  w as  g o in g  to  k i l l  J i Se. Because o f th is ,  

som eone had a ta lk  w i th  G o n g s h u  and  s a id , “ T h e  reason  th a t 

th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  a tta c h e s  im p o rta n c e  to  yo u  is  th a t  he fe a rs  J i 

Se. I f  yo u  k i l l  J i S e , th e  c ro w n  p rin c e  can be fre e  fro m  

tro u b le .  T h e re fo re ,  he w i l l  d e f in ite ly  n o t a tta c h  m u c h  

im p o rta n c e  to  yo u . W h e n  th e  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  o f  

th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  rea lize  th a t  th e  k in g  is  g e t t in g  o ld ,  th e y  w i l l  

hope  th e  c ro w n  p rin c e  can ta k e  o v e r th e  reg im e . T h e re fo re , 

th e y  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  be a t h is  se rv ice . In  th is  case, th e  c ro w n  

p r in c e  is  n o  lo n g e r  u n d e r th re a t f ro m  J i S e, so he w i l l  b u y  o f f  

th o se  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  to  m a ke  th e m  w o rk  fo r  h im . 

T h u s  yo u  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  becom e less p o w e r fu l and  in f lu e n t ia l.  

H e n c e , y o u ’ d b e tte r  n o t k i l l  J i Se b u t u t i l iz e  h im  to  pose a 

th re a t to  th e  c ro w n  p rin c e . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  w i l l  

a tta c h  im p o rta n c e  to  yo u  fo r  th e  re s t o f  h is  life . ”

Gongshu Was About to K ill Ji Se

G o n g s h u  w as a b o u t to  k i l l  J i Se. O n  J i S e ’ s b e h a lf ,  S ong 

H e  had a ta lk  w i th  G o n g s h u  and  s a id , “ T h e  reason  th a t  J i Se 

can cause p ro b le m s  to  y o u r  s ta te  lie s  in  th e  fa c t th a t  he is 

s u p p o rte d  b y  som e c lose  re la t iv e s  w i th in  th e  s ta te  as w e ll as
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th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  o u ts id e  o u r  s ta te . I f  you  

k i l l  h im ,  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  w i l l  be fre e  fro m  tro u b le . 

T h e re fo re ,  he w i l l  d e f in ite ly  no  lo n g e r  a tta c h  im p o r ta n c e  to  

yo u . I f  th e  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  o f th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  

rea lize  th a t  th e  k in g  h im s e lf  is  o ld  and  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  w i l l  

c e r ta in ly  ta k e  o v e r th e  re g im e  soone r o r  la te r ,  th e y  w i l l  

s e c re tly  w o rk  fo r  h im . I f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and th e  s ta te  o f  C hu  

c u t th e ir  t ie s  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  th e y  b o th  w i l l  s e c re tly  

s u p p o r t Bo Y in g . Bo Y in g  is n o th in g  b u t a n o th e r  J i Se. 

Y o u ’ d b e tte r  n o t k i l l  h im . T h u s  Bo Y in g  w i l l  be scared and 

th e re fo re  w i l l  tu rn  to  yo u . T h e  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  ca n n o t e n su re  th a t th e y  can p re v e n t J i Sc 

f r o m  re tu rn in g  to  H a n ,  so th e y  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  n o t d a re  ass is t 

Bo Y in g  to  s t i r  up  a re b e llio n . B y  b a c k in g  J i S e , th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in  and th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  can ta ke  c o n tro l o f  Bo  Y in g . 

W ith o u t  th e  o u ts id e  s u p p o r t o f  Q in  and C h u  o r  th e  h e lp  o f  the  

c lose  re la t iv e s  in s id e  th e  s ta te , B o  Y in g  is  in ca p a b le  o f 

c a u s in g  a n y  th re a t to  o u r  s ta te . A n d  th is  is  in  y o u r  best 

in te re s ts ”

Someone Had a T a lk  w ith Lord Xincheng

Som eone  had a ta lk  w i th  L o rd  X in c h e n g  and  s a id , 

“ G o n g s h u  and  Bo Y in g  a re  in  fe a r th a t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and 

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  m ig h t u n ite  w i th  each o th e r  to  h e lp  J i Se 

re tu rn  to  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . W h y  n o t su gg es t th a t th e  s ta te  o f 

H a n  send J i Se to  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  as a hostage?  I f  th e  k in g  o f 

C h u  lis te n s  to  yo u  and  sends one  o f  h is  p rin c e s  to  H a n  as a
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h o s ta g e , G o n g s h u  and Bo Y in g  w i l l  rea lize  th a t Q in  and  C hu  

w o n ’ t  be a t J i S e ’ s se rv ice . A c c o rd in g ly ,  th e y  w i l l  lead the  

s ta te  o f  H a n  to  b u ild  an a llia n c e  w ith  Q in  and C h u . W ith  th e  

p o w e r o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  Q in  and C h u  w i l l  ta k e  c o n tro l o f  

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. A s  a r e s u lt ,  W e i w o n ’ t  da re  a lly  w i th  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q i in  th e  east. T h e re fo re ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i w i l l  becom e 

is o la te d . T h e n  yo u  can su gg es t to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  th a t i t  ask 

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  fo r  th e  h os ta ge  fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . I f  th e  

k in g  o f  C h u  re je c ts  th is  d e m a n d , he w i l l  be a t e n m ity  w i th  the  

s ta te  o f  H a n . In  th is  case, w i th  th e  p o w e r o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i 

and  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  can pose a th re a t to  th e  

s ta te  o f  C h u . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  

a tta c h  im p o rta n c e  to  yo u . Based o n  th e  m ig h t o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in  and  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u ,  yo u  can do  fa v o u rs  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f 

H a n . A c c o rd in g ly ,  G o n g s h u  and Bo Y in g  w i l l  lead th e ir  s ta te  

to  w o r k  fo r  yo u . ’*

How Hu Yan Let Chu Set Ji Se Free

W h e n  H u  Y a n  tr ie d  to  m ake  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  fre e  J i Se , 

he asked  G o n g z h o n g  to  send a m essage to  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  as 

fo l lo w s :  “ T h e  s ta te  o f  H a n  dares  n o t tu rn  a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f 

C h u  because th e  c ro w n  p rin c e  is th e re . W h y  n o t t r y  to  

s u p p o r t C h ild e  J iu  and  a sk  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  to  d e s ig n a te  h im  

to  be th e  n e w  c ro w n  p rin c e ?  Y o u  can s im p ly  send som eone to  

te l l  th e  k in g  o f  C h u ,  ‘ L o o k ,  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  has a p p o in te d  

C h ild e  J iu  to  be th e  n e w  c ro w n  p r in c e  and d ism isse d  J i Se. 

T h e re fo re ,  yo u  a re  k e e p in g  n o th in g  b u t a va lu e le ss  hos tage .
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I t  w o u ld  be b e tte r  i f  yo u  send J i Se b a ck  to  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  

im m e d ia te ly . W h e n  J i Se re tu rn s  to  H a n ,  he w i l l  

c o u n te rb a la n c e  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w i th  th e  m ig h t o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

H a n  and  a lso  be v e ry  g ra te fu l to  yo u . ’ ”

Ji Se Fled to Chu

J i Se f le d  to  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u , and th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  w as 

a b o u t to  u n ite  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  to  h e lp  J i Se re tu rn  to  the  

s ta te  o f  H a n . Som eone had a ta lk  w i th  M i R o n g  and  s a id , 

“ T h e  s ta te  o f  C h u  w a n ts  to  d is m is s  G o n g s h u  f ro m  o ff ic e  and 

a p p o in t J i Se to  be th e  n e w  p r im e  m in is te r .  N o w  J i Se has fle d  

to  C h u , and C h u  is  t r y in g  to  u n ite  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  to  

h e lp  J i Se re tu rn  to  H a n . T h e  day J i Se goes back  to  the  

c a p ita l o f  Z h e n g , th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  w i l l  becom e n o th in g  b u t a 

c o u n ty  ( r e fe r r in g  to  its  s ta tu s  as a d e p e n d e n cy ) o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

C h u . I t  w o u ld  be b e tte r  i f  yo u  a sk  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  

to  say c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  Bo Y in g ’ s b e co m in g  c ro w n  p rin ce . 

T h e n  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  w i l l  c u t i ts  t ie s  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . 

T h e re fo re ,  i t  w i l l  be eager to  w in  o v e r th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . 

A c c o rd in g ly ,  Q in  can a lly  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and th e  s ta te  

o f  W e i to  pose a th re a t to  th e  s ta te  o f Q i and th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . 

O f  th e  la t te r  tw o ,  th e  one s u b m its  to  yo u  la s t w i l l  be 

d e s tro y e d  f i r s t .  T h is  is  th e  r ig h t  t im e  to  u n ify  th e  w h o le  

w o r ld .  ”

Ling Xiang Had a T a lk  w ith Han Jiu

L in g  X ia n g  had a ta lk  w i th  H a n  J iu  ( re fe r r in g  to  C h ild e
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J iu )  and  s a id , " J i  Se has f le d  and is  s ta y in g  in  th e  s ta te  o f 

C h u , and th e  k in g  o f  C h u  s in c e re ly  w is h e s  to  h e lp  h im  re tu rn  

to  o u r  s ta te . So b y  h is  c o m m a n d , m o re  th a n  a h u n d re d  

th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs  have a pp ro ach ed  th e  c ity  o f  F an gch e ng . 

P lease le t m e te l l  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  to  b u ild  a c i ty  b ig  e no ug h  to  

accom m o da te  te n  th o u s a n d  fa m ilie s  n ea r Y o n g s h i.  T h e  s ta te  

o f  H a n  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  send tro o p s  to  p re v e n t th is  

u n d e r ta k in g ,  and  yo u  w i l l  be d e s ig n a te d  to  be C o m m a n d e r- in -  

C h ie f. T h e n ,  w i th  th e  p o w e r o f  th e  m il i ta r y  fo rce s  o f  b o th  

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  yo u  can e sco rt J i Se 

b a ck  to  th e  c a p ita l o f Z h e n g . A f te r  J i Se re tu rn s ,  he w i l l  be 

v e ry  g ra te fu l to  y o u , and th e re fo re  w i l l  lead  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  

and  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  to  w o rk  fo r  yo u . ”

Chu Sent Jing L i to Han

T h e  s ta te  o f  C h u  se n t J in g  L i  to  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  o n  a 

d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n . T h e  s ta te  o f  H a n  w as  a b o u t to  send Bo 

Y in g  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  as a h o s ta g e , and  J in g  L i  w as w o r r ie d  

a b o u t it .  L in g  X ia n g  has a ta lk  w i th  Bo Y in g  and s a id , “ I f  

you  e n te r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  i t  w i l l  d e ta in  yo u  and a t th e  same 

tim e  t r y  to  b u ild  an a llia n c e  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u , and  th u s  

h e lp  J i Se re tu rn  to  H a n . I f  th is  is  th e  case , you  w i l l  m is s  a 

g re a t o p p o r tu n ity  o f  b e in g  a p p o in te d  as c ro w n  p rin c e  

y o u rs e lf .  ”
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Han Jiu Was Enthroned but Had Not Consolidated His Power

H a n  J iu ,  a lso  k n o w n  as C h ild e  J iu ,  w as  e n th ro n e d  to  be 

th e  n ew  so v e re ig n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  b u t he had n o t 

c o n s o lid a te d  h is  p o w e r. H is  y o u n g e r b ro th e r  w as  in  th e  s ta te  

o f W e s t Z h o u . T h e  s o v e re ig n  o f W e s t Z ho u  w a n te d  to  p re p a re  

a h u n d re d  ca rr ia g e s  fo r  h im  and send h im  back to  H a n  w ith  

g re a t ce re m o n y . H o w e v e r ,  th e  s o v e re ig n  feared  th a t  H a n  

J iu ’ s a u th o r i ty  w as n o t w e ll e s ta b lis h e d . Q iw u  H u i s a id , " I t  

w o u ld  be b e tte r  i f  w e  send h im  back  w ith  one h u n d re d  y i  o f 

g o ld  in  a d d it io n . I f  H a n  J iu ’ s a u th o r i ty  is  w e ll e s ta b lis h e d , 

he can say th a t he has ta k e n  th e  g o ld  to  p ro te c t h im s e lf  in  

case o f  dan ge r. I f  H a n  J iu ’ s a u th o r i ty  is  n o t e s ta b lis h e d , he 

can say th a t he has ta k e n  th e  g o ld  to  s u p p o r t th e  n e x t r u le r  in  

fu tu re .  ”

On Behalf o f H an , Shi J i Was on a Diplom atic Mission in
v L

1229

Chu

O n  b e h a lf o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  S h i J i w as on  a d ip lo m a t ic  

m is s io n  in  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . T h e  k in g  o f  C hu  asked h im , 

" W h a t ’ s y o u r  f ie ld  o f  e x p e rt is e ? ”  "  I have s tu d ie d  L ie z i ’ s 

th o u g h ts  on  c o u n te ra tta c k in g  enem ies. ”  “  W h a t ’s y o u r  

fa v o u r ite  p a r t? ”  “ I  p re fe r  th e  th o u g h ts  on  c o rre c t nam es. ”  

“ C an th e  th o u g h ts  on  c o rre c t nam es be used in  g o v e rn in g  a 

s ta te ? ”  “ Y e s ,  th e y  can. ”  “  T h e re  are  a lo t  o f  th ie v e s  in  m y  

s ta te . C an  th e  th o u g h ts  on  c o rre c t nam es be used to  s to p  

p ilfe ra g e ? ”  “  Y e s , th e y  can. ” “  H o w  can th e  th o u g h ts  on
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c o rre c t nam es be used to  s to p  p ilfe ra g e ? ” A t  th a t m o m e n t, a 

m a g p ie  pe rched  on  th e  to p  o f  a b u ild in g . S h i J i asked  th e  

k in g ,  “ W o u ld  you  p lease te l l  m e w h a t th e  peop le  o f  C h u  ca ll 

th is  k in d  o f  b ird ? ”  “ W e  ca ll i t  m ag p ie . ”  “  C an  i t  be ca lled  

c ro w ? ” “ N o , i t  ca n n o t be ca lle d  c ro w . ” “ N o w  in  y o u r  s ta te , 

you  have d e s ig n a te d  p o s ts  such  as Z h u g u o  ( re fe r r in g  to  th e  

h ig h e s t- ra n k in g  o f f ic e r  in  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  ) , L in g y in  

( r e fe r r in g  to  th e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u )  , S im a 

( re fe r r in g  to  th e  M in is te r  o f  W a r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u )  and 

D ia n lin g  ( r e fe r r in g  to  th e  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t o f f ic ia l in  cha rge  

o f  th e  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  th e  ru le s  o f  p ro p r ie ty  in  th e  s ta te  o f 

C h u ) .  W h e n  yo u  a p p o in te d  peop le  to  these  p o s ts , i t  w as 

em phas ized  th a t  th e y  s h o u ld  be in c o r ru p ta h le  and q u a lif ie d  fo r  

th e ir  p o s ts . N o w  p ilfe ra g e  is  ra m p a n t in  y o u r  s ta te  and 

n o th in g  can be done  to  s to p  i t .  In  th is  m a t te r ,  yo u  have fa ile d  

to  in tro d u c e  c o rre c t nam es. ”

Han Gui Was the Prim e M in ister o f Han

W h e n  H a n  G u i w as th e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

H a n ,  Y a n  S u i w as a lso  v e ry  m u c h  a p p re c ia te d  b y  the  

s o v e re ig n  o f  H a n . T h e s e  tw o  m en w e re  a t odds w i th  each 

o th e r. Y a n  S u i w as  v e ry  u p r ig h t  and p o in te d  o u t H a n  G u i ’ s 

m is c o n d u c t d ire c t ly .  F o r  th is  re a s o n , H a n  G u i sco ld ed  Y a n  

S u i at c o u r t. T h e n  Y a n  S u i d re w  h is  s w o rd  and  chased H a n  

G u i, in te n d in g  to  k i l l  h im . H a n  G u i s u rv iv e d  w i th  th e  h e lp  o f 

o th e rs . Y a n  S u i w as  a fra id  th a t he m ig h t be sen tenced  to  

d e a th , so he f le d  to  o th e r  s ta te s  to  lo o k  fo r  som eone to  ta ke
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reve ng e  fo r  h im . W h e n  he a rr iv e d  in  Q i ,  he hea rd  som e 

p eo p le  say th a t  N ie  Z h e n g  w h o  liv e d  in  S h e n jin g li in  th e  area 

o f C h i w as a v a lo ro u s  s c h o la r ,  and  in  o rd e r  to  h id e  f ro m  h is  

p e rso n a l e n e m y ,h e  liv e d  a m ong  som e s la u g h te re rs . S e c re t ly ,  

Y a n  S u i w e n t to  m ee t N ie  Z h e n g  and  p re se n te d  h im  w i th  som e 

v e ry  g e n e ro u s  g if ts .  N ie  Z h e n g  asked  h im ,  “ W h a t do  you  

w a n t m e to  do  fo r  y o u ? ”  Y a n  S u i s a id , “ I have se rved  you 

o n ly  fo r  a s h o r t t im e . B u t th e  e ve n t is  o f  u tm o s t u rg e n cy . 

D a re  I a sk  fo r  y o u r  h e lp ? ”  T h e n  Y a n  S u i he ld  a b a n q u e t in  

N ie  Z h e n g  ’ s h o n o u r  and p ro po sed  a to a s t to  N ie  Z h e n g  ’ s 

m o th e r . A f t e r  t h a t , Y a n  S u i p u t one h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  in  

f r o n t  o f  h e r and  w is h e d  h e r lo n g e v ity . N ie  Z h e n g  w as v e ry  

s u rp r is e d  and w o n d e re d  w h y  he had p re sen te d  such  a 

g e n e ro u s  g if t .  H e  re je c te d  Y a n  S u i s te a d fa s tly . B u t Y a n  S u i 

in s is te d  th a t N ie  Z h e n g  accep t i t .  N ie  Z he ng  re fu se d  and s a id , 

“ I have  an o ld  m o th e r  and  w e  are  v e ry  p o o r. So I  have  m ade a 

l iv in g  b y  t ra v e l l in g  a ro u n d  and s la u g h te r in g  dogs. T h u s  I can 

a ffo rd  som e n ice  food  e v e ry  d a y  to  s u p p o r t m y  m o th e r . S ince 

I  am  a b le  to  s u p p o r t m y  m o th e r  and w e  a re  n o t s h o r t  o f 

a n y th in g ,  I  da re  n o t accep t y o u r  g en e rou s  g i f t  a c c o rd in g  to  

th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  m o ra l i ty  and  ju s t ic e . ”  T o  a vo id  b e in g  heard  

b y  o th e rs ,  Y a n  S u i to ld  N ie  Z h e n g  s e c re t ly ,  “ I  have a 

p e rson a l e ne m y and I have tra v e lle d  to  severa l s ta te s  to  lo o k  

fo r  som eone w h o  can ta ke  revenge  fo r  m e. A f te r  I  a rr iv e d  in  

Q i ,  I heard  th a t  yo u  are  a v e ry  r ig h te o u s  p e rson . T h a t ’ s w h y  

I  p re sen te d  yo u  w ith  one  h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  to  b u y  som e food  

fo r  y o u r  m o th e r  and  h o b n o b  w ith  y o u . H o w  dare  I  ask yo u  to  

do  a n y th in g  fo r  m e ? ” N ie  Z h e n g  s a id , “ T h e  reason  th a t I  have
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condescended  to  liv e  a m o ng  th e  to w n s fo lk  lies  in  th e  fa c t th a t 

I  s im p ly  w a n t to  s u rv iv e  and  s u p p o r t m y  o ld  m o th e r . Since, 

m y  m o th e r  is  s t i l l  a liv e ,  I  c a n n o t d evo te  m y  l i fe  to  anyone  

e lse. ”  Y a n  S u i p re se n te d  h im  w i th  th e  g i f t  d e te rm in e d ly ,  b u t 

N ie  Z h e n g  a d a m e n tly  re fu sed  to  ta k e  it .  T h e n  Y a n  S u i tre a te d  

h im  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  v e ry  fo rm a l ru le s  o f  p ro p r ie t ie s  and  le f t  

h im .

A f te r  a lo n g  t im e , N ie  Z h e n g ’ s m o th e r  d ie d . A f t e r  she 

w as  b u r ie d  and th e  m o u rn in g  p e rio d  w as o v e r ,  N ie  Z he ng  

s a id , “ O h !  L ik e  a ll th e  to w n s fo lk ,  I  am  ju s t  an  o rd in a ry  

p e rson  and  have m ade a l iv in g  b y  s la u g h te r in g  d ogs  and 

s e ll in g  dog  m ea t. O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , Y a n  S u i used to  be a 

h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t o f f ic ia l o f  a n o th e r  s ta te ’ s s o ve re ig n . H e  

condescended  to  tra v e l one  th o u s a n d  l i  b y  c a rr ia g e  to  b e fr ie n d  

m e. H o w e v e r ,  I h a v e n ’ t  done  a n y th in g  m e r ito r io u s  and 

la u d a b le  fo r  h im  in  re tu rn . M o re o v e r ,  Y a n  S u i p re se n te d  one 

h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  to  m y  m o th e r  to  w is h  h e r lo n g e v ity . 

A l th o u g h  I  d id n ’ t  accep t i t ,  I  k n e w  th a t  he w a s  th e  one w h o  

re a lly  u n d e rs to o d  m e. A s  a w ise  and capab le  p e rs o n , he w as 

h u r t  b a d ly  in  h is  h e a rt and  th e re fo re  fe lt  v e ry  a n g ry . So he 

t r ie d  to  h o b n o b  w ith  a p e rson  as p o o r  and  p o w e rle s s  as I  w as. 

H o w  can I  keep  s ile n t and  re fu s e  to  do  a n y th in g  fo r  h im ?  In  

a d d it io n ,  w h e n  he cam e to  see m e and  t r ie d  to  m a ke  an 

a g re e m e n t w ith  m e , I  re fu se d  h im  o n ly  because m y  o ld  

m o th e r  w as s t i l l  a liv e  a t th a t t im e . N o w  th a t  m y  m o th e r  had 

e n joye d  h e r l i fe  span and  d ie d  a t an o ld  a g e , I  am  g o in g  to  do 

s o m e th in g  fo r  m y  c o n fid a n t. ”  H e  th e n  headed fo r  th e  w e s t 

and  a rr iv e d  in  P u ya n g . H e  v is ite d  Y a n  S u i th e re  and  s a id ,
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“ P re v io u s ly ,1 d id n ’ t agree  to  do  a n y th in g  fo r  yo u  because m y  

m o th e r  w as s t i l l  a liv e . U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  m y  m o th e r  has passed 

a w a y . W h o  is  y o u r  p e rso n a l e ne m y on  w h o m  I can avenge 

y o u ? ”  Y a n  S u i to ld  h im  a ll a b o u t h is  s to ry  w ith  H a n  G u i. H e  

s a id , “ M y  p e rso n a l enem y is H a n  G u i,  th e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . H e  is  th e  u nc le  o f  H a n ’ s so ve re ig n . H is  

c la n  is  v e ry  p o w e r fu l and  he d e p lo y s  b o d y g u a rd s  to  sa feg ua rd  

h im s e lf .  I  have se n t som e peop le  to  k i l l  h im , b u t th e y  d id n ’ t 

g e t a chance. N o w  I  am  so lu c k y  to  have yo u  here  to  h e lp  m e. 

P lease le t m e send som e c h a r io ts ,  ho rses  and w a r r io rs  to  

ass is t yo u . ” N ie  Z h e n g  s a id . “ T h e  s ta te  o f  H a n  is  n o t fa r  fro m  

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. N o w  w e are  g o in g  to  k i l l  i ts  p r im e  m in is te r ,  

w h o  is  a lso  a c lose  re la t iv e  to  i ts  s o ve re ig n . In  th is  case, we 

s h o u ld n ’ t send m a n y  peop le  th e re  to  p e r fo rm  th is  ta s k . I f  

m a n y  peop le  ta k e  p a r t ,  w e  ca n n o t g u a ra n te e  th a t  e v e ry th in g  

w i l l  go  as s m o o th ly  as w e  have p la n n e d . I f  s o m e th in g  

u n e xp e c te d  h a p p e n s , o u r  p la n  w i l l  be d iv u lg e d . A s  a r e s u lt ,  

a ll  th e  peop le  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  w i l l  be h o s tile  to w a rd s  you . 

I s n ’ t  th a t  to o  d a n g e ro u s ? ”  So he re fu se d  to  ta ke  a ny  c h a r io ts ,  

ho rses  o r  w a r r io rs  w i th  h im  and  w e n t fo r  H a n  w ith  n o th in g  

b u t h is  s w o rd . I t  so happened  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  w as 

h o ld in g  an im p o r ta n t  m e e tin g  in  D o n g m e n g . B o th  its  

s o ve re ig n  and  th e  p r im e  m in is te r  w e re  a t th e  m e e tin g . T h e re  

w e re  m a n y  a rm o u re d  g u a rd s  to  e nsu re  th e ir  sa fe ty . N ie  Z he ng  

a d v a n c e d , c lim b e d  th e  s teps  and assass ina ted  H a n  G u i. H a n  

G u i ran  to  M a iq u is  A i  and he ld  on  to  th e  m a rq u is ’ a rm . N ie  

Z h e n g  s ta b b e d  h im  and th e  m a rq u is  w as h it  a lo n g  w ith  H a n  

L u i.  A l l  th e  peop le  th e re  w e re  in  severe  chaos. N ie  Z he ng
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sh o u te d  w i ld ly  and k i l le d  m a n y  peop le . T h e n  he s lashed  h is  

fa ce , gouged  o u t h is  e yes , c u t o u t h is  in te s tin e s  and  d ied  

im m e d ia te ly .

T h e  peop le  o f  M an  suspended  N ie  Z h e n g ’ s co rpse  in  th e  

m a rk e t and  o ffe re d  a re w a rd  o f  one th o u s a n d  j i n  o f  g o ld  to  

o b ta in  h is  in d e n t ity .  N o  one k n e w  w h o  he w as  fo r  a lo n g  

t im e . W h e n  N ie  Z h e n g ’ s e ld e r  s is te r  hea rd  th e  n e w s , she 

s a id , “ M y  y o u n g e r b ro th e r  w as  e x tre m e ly  w ise  and capable . 

So I  s h o u ld n ’ t  d ra g  o u t an ig n o b le  s e lf is h  e x is te n ce  a lone  and 

le t h im  d ie  in  va in  w ith o u t  g a in in g  a h ig h  re p u ta t io n . T h is  is 

a g a in s t th e  w i l l  o f  m y  y o u n g e r b ro th e r .  ”  So she w e n t to  H a n , 

lo o k e d  a t h e r b r o th e r ’ s co rpse  and  s a id , “ H o w  b ra ve  yo u  a re ! 

Y o u  are  even m o re  r ig h te o u s  th a n  M e n g  B e n , X ia  Y u  and J in g  

K e . N o w  you  have d ied  w ith o u t  g a in in g  a h ig h  re p u ta t io n . 

O u r  p a re n ts  have passed a w a y , and w e  d o n ’ t  have a n y  o th e r  

b ro th e rs . I  see th a t w h a t yo u  d id  w as fo r  m y  sake. H o w  can I 

l iv e  an ig n o b le  e x is te n ce  s im p ly  fo r  s u rv iv a l and  th e re fo re  le t 

m y  b ro th e r  d ie  u n k n o w n ?  I ca n n o t a llo w  th a t .  ”  So she he ld  

th e  co rp se  in  h e r a rm s  and c r ie d , “ T h is  is  N ie  Z h e n g , m y  

y o u n g e r b ro th e r ,  w h o  used to  l iv e  in  S h e n jin g li in  th e  area o f 

Z h i. ”  She th e n  c o m m itte d  su ic id e  beside  th e  co rpse . W h e n  

th e  peop le  o f  th e  s ta te s  o f  J in ,  C h u ,  Q i and W e i hea rd  o f  th is  

s to r y ,  th e y  s a id , “  N o t o n ly  w as N ie  Z h e n g  b ra v e  and 

c a p a b le , b u t h is  e ld e r  s is te r  w as  a lso  a b ra ve  and  fa i th fu l  

w o m a n . ”  T h e  reason  th a t  N ie  Z h e n g  has been h e ld  in  h ig h  

re p u te  b y  la te r  g e n e ra tio n s  lie s  in  th e  fa c t th a t  h is  e ld e r s is te r  

had enhanced h is  good re p u ta t io n  a t th e  cos t o f  h e r o w n  life .
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Book 28

The Third Volume on Han

Someone Had a T a lk  with Gongzhong of Han

S om one  had a ta lk  w i th  G o n g z h o n g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  

and  s a id , “ T w in s  lo o k  so m u c h  a lik e  th a t  o n ly  th e  m o th e r  can 

d if fe re n t ia te  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  o f  th e m . A d v a n ta g e s  and 

d isa d va n ta g e s  app ea r so s im ila r  to  each o th e r  th a t  o n ly  w ise  

p eo p le  can d if fe re n t ia te  b e tw e e n  th e m . N o w  th e  a dva n ta g es  

and d isa d va n ta g e s  to  y o u r  s ta te  app ea r v e ry  s im ila r ,  ju s t  l ik e  

tw in s  e x tre m e ly  s im ila r  to  each o th e r. I f  yo u  g o v e rn  th e  s ta te  

c o r re c t ly ,  y o u r  so v e re ig n  w i l l  becom e h o n o u ra b le  and safe. I f  

yo u  g o v e rn  th e  s ta te  w ro n g ly ,  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  becom e 

p o w e rle s s  and f in d  i ts e lf  in  d a n g e r. N o w  i f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  

and  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i can b u ild  an a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r ,  b u t 

yo u  a re  n o t th e  one p re s id in g  o v e r th e  m a k in g  o f  th e  a ll ia n c e , 

th e y  w i l l  schem e a g a in s t y o u r  s ta te . I f  y o u r  s ta te  fo l lo w  the  

s ta te  o f  W e i to  h o b n o b  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  i t  w i l l  becom e 

n o th in g  b u t a dep en de ncy  o f  W e i,  and  th e re fo re ,  y o u r  

s o v e re ig n  w i l l  becom e less p o w e r fu l.  A f t e r  e s ta b lis h in g  good  

re la t io n s  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  

w i l l  d e f in ite ly  fo rc e  yo u  to  e m p lo y  h is  b e love d  ones to  m anage  

y o u r  g o v e rn m e n t a f fa irs  and th u s  f u l f i l  h is  o w n  w is h e s . A s  a 

r e s u lt ,  yo u  w i l l  be in  d a n g e r. N o w  i f  you  u n ite  w i th  L o rd  

A n c h e n g  to  a rra n g e  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i 

to  b u ild  an a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r ,  i t  w i l l  be good  fo r  you
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w h e th e r  o r  n o t th e  a llia n c e  succeeds. I f  yo u  can s u c c e s s fu lly  

a rra n g e  fo r  Q in  and W e i to  b u ild  an a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r ,  

yo u  can e a s ily  m a n ip u la te  Q in  and W e i. A s  a r e s u lt ,  y o u r  

s ta te  w i l l  becom e m o re  in f lu e n t ia l and y o u r  s o v e re ig n  w i l l  

becom e m o re  p o w e r fu l and  h o n o u re d . L o rd  A n c h e n g  w i l l  h o ld  

p o w e r fu l p o s it io n s  in  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i in  th e  east and  be 

respec ted  b y  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  in  th e  w e s t. T h e n  he can 

dem and  th a t th e  s o ve re ig n s  o f Q in  and W e i pay  back  the  

fa v o u rs  you  have done  th e m . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e y  w i l l  c o n fe r  

som e lan d  o n  yo u  and m ig h t in v e s t yo u  as lo rd . T h a t ’ s good 

fo r  yo u  i f  th is  is  th e  case. I f  yo u  can sa feg ua rd  b o th  th e  s ta te  

o f  H a n  and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i and be p r im e  m in is te r  o f  these  

tw o  s ta te s  d u r in g  y o u r  l i fe t im e ,  you  w i l l  o n ly  be in fe r io r  to  

th e  s o ve re ig n s  o f  these  tw o  s ta te s . So y o u r  s o ve re ig n s  w i l l  

becom e b o th  h o n o u re d  and secure. - I f  Q in  and W e i don  ’ t 

m a in ta in  good  re la t io n s  w i th  each o th e r ,  Q in  w i l l  becom e 

a n g ry  to w a rd s  W e i due  to  i ts  d e fe c tio n . T h e r e fo r e , i t  w i l l  w in  

o v e r th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  to  d o m in a te  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. I f  W e i 

re fu se s  to  y ie ld  to  Q in ,  i t  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  t r y  to  e s ta b lis h  good 

re la t io n s  w i th  H a n  to  c o n fro n t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . In  th is  case, 

yo u  can choose y o u r  a lly  a c c o rd in g  to  y o u r  o w n  w i l l  ju s t  lik e  

s e le c tin g  y o u r  fa v o u r ite  c lo th e s . I f  Q in  and  W e i b u ild  an 

a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r ,  th e y  w i l l  b o th  be g ra te fu l to  yo u . I f  

n o t ,  th e y  w i l l  v ie  w i th  each o th e r  in  w in n in g  yo u  o ve r. 

T h a t ’ s w h y  I sa id  it  is  good  fo r  you  w h e th e r  these  tw o  s ta te s  

b u ild  an a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r  o r  n o t. I  hope  th a t  yo u  d o n ’ 

t have a n y  d o u b ts  o v e r th is . ”
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Someone Had a Talk with Gongzhong

S om eone  had a ta lk  w ith  G o n g z h o n g  and  s a id , “ N o w  

th e re  is  one m easu re  th a t w i l l  e x h ib it  y o u r  lo y a lty  to  H is  

M a je s ty ,  b e n e fit  y o u r  s ta te  and b r in g  a b o u t som e adva n ta g e  

to  y o u rs e lf .  I hope  th a t yo u  w i l l  ta k e  i t .  N o w  i f  a ll  th e  s ta te s  

in  th e  w o r ld  d isb a n d  th e ir  a llia n c e  to  s u b m it to  th e  s ta te  o f  

Q in ,  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  w i l l  becom e o f leas t im p o rta n c e . I f  a ll 

th e  s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld  b u ild  an a llia n c e  to  ac t a g a in s t th e  s ta te  

o f  Q in ,  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  w i l l  becom e th e  w e a ke s t s ta te  in  th e  

w o r ld .  I f  a ll  th e  s ta te s  ta k e  tu rn s  to  b u ild  an a llia n c e  and th e n  

d isb a n d  i t ,  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  w i l l  be th e  f i r s t  to  f in d  i t s e lf  in  

d a n g e r. T h is  is  th e  seve res t p ro b le m  fa c in g  th e  peop le  

g o v e rn in g  a s ta te  and a d m in is te r in g  th e  peop le . N o w  i f  yo u  

ta k e  th e  lead in  a lly in g  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  o th e r  s ta te s  in  

th e  w o r ld  w i l l  fo l lo w  in  y o u r  fo o ts te p s . I f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  

leads o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld  to  se rve  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  Q in  

w i l l  be v e ry  g ra te fu l to  y o u r  s ta te . I f  y o u r  s ta te  s u b m its  to  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  to g e th e r  w ith  o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld ,  Q in  

w i l l  be g ra te fu l to  you  e x c lu s iv e ly . I f  yo u  ta k e  th is  a d v ic e , 

yo u  w i l l  se rve  y o u r  s o v e re ig n  w i th  p e rfe c t lo y a lty .  I f  a ll th e  

s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld  re fu se  to  a lly  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and 

d o n ’ t  c a r ry  o u t Q in ’ s o rd e rs , Q in  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  d is p a tc h  its  

tro o p s  to  a tta c k  th e  d is o b e d ie n t s ta te s . I f  Q in  is  e m b ro ile d  

w i th  o th e r  s ta te s  fo r  a lo n g  t im e ,  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  can 

m o b iliz e  a ll i ts  s o ld ie rs  and  m asses to  a w a it a chance  to  a tta c k  

th e  tro o p s  o f Q in . I f  yo u  ta k e  th is  a d v ic e , i t  w i l l  be ve ry
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adva n ta g e o u s  to  y o u r  s ta te . P re v io u s ly ,  Z h o u  J iao  led  the  

s ta te  o f  W e s t Z h o u  to  s u b m it to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  and  as a 

r e s u lt ,  he w as  c o n fe rre d  th e  re g io n  o f  G e n g ya n g . Z ho u  Q i led 

th e  s ta te  o f  E a s t Z h o u  to  s u b m it to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in , and  as a 

r e s u lt ,  he w as c o n fe rre d  th e  re g io n  o f P in g y u a n . N o w  i f  you  

lead th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  to  s u b m it to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  Q in  w i l l  

seek to  w in  o v e r y o u r  s ta te  ten  th o u s a n d  tim e s  m o re  e a g e rly  

th a n  a lly in g  w i th  th e  tw o  Z h o u s , s ince  y o u r  s ta te  is  

in c o m p a ra b le  in  te rm s  o f im p o rta n c e  co m p a red  w i th  th e  tw o  

Z h o u s . N o w  i f  yo u  ta ke  th e  lead in  a d v is in g  o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  

w o r ld  to  s u b m it to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  Q in  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  in v ite  

you  to  be lo rd  and  th u s  sh o w  o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld  h o w  

g e n e ro u s  i t  is . I f  yo u  ta k e  th is  a d v ic e , i t  w i l l  b r in g  a b o u t 

tre m e n d o u s  a dva n ta g e  to  y o u rs e lf .  I  hope  th a t yo u  w i l l  be 

c o m m itte d  to  ta k in g  th is  adv ice . ”

The Troops of Han Attacked Song

H a n  M in  co m m anded  th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  to  

a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  S ong  on  b e h a lf o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. T h e  k in g  

o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  becam e v e ry  a n g ry  a t th a t and s a id , “ I 

c h e r is h  th e  s ta te  o f  S ong  as m u c h  as I  c h e r is h  th e  re g io n s  o f 

X in c h e n g  and Y a n g jin . H a n  M in  has been a good  fr ie n d  o f 

m e. W h y  is  he a tta c k in g  th e  s ta te  I  c h e r is h  so m u c h ? ”  O n  

b e h a lf o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  Su Q in  had a ta lk  w i th  th e  k in g  o f 

Q in  and  s a id , “  H a n  M in  is  a tta c k in g  th e  s ta te  o f  S ong  fo r  

y o u r  sake. R e a liz in g  th e  s tre n g th  o f  Q i and  th e  m ig h t o f  the  

s ta te  o f  S o n g , th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w i l l  be
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a fra id . T h e re fo re ,  th e y  w i l l  s u b m it  to  y o u r  s ta te  in  th e  w e s t. 

W ith o u t  lo s in g  a s o ld ie r ,  k i l l in g  a p e rso n  o r  la u n c h in g  an 

a t ta c k ,  yo u  can o b ta in  th e  re g io n  o f  A n y i.  T h is  is  w h a t H a n  

M in  has p ra yed  fo r .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  s a id , “ I  k n e w  th a t th e  

s ta te  o f  Q i is  v e ry  u n re lia b le . S o m e tim e s  i t  jo in s  H c z o n g , and 

a t o th e r  t im e s , i t  backs  u p  L ia n h e n g . W h a t is  Q i ’ s reason  fo r  

ta k in g  th is  m i l i ta r y  a c tio n  th e n ? ”  Su Q in  re p lie d , " O th e r  

s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld  have a lre a d y  m ade th e  s ta te  o f  Q i re lia b le . 

Q i has a lre a d y  ta k e n  m il i ta r y  a c tio n  a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f  Song. 

In  th is  re g a rd , i f  i t  a llie s  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f Q in  in  th e  w e s t ,  it  

w i l l  be s u p p o rte d  b y  th is  s ta te  w h ic h  has te n  th o u sa n d  

c h a r io ts . I f  i t  does n o t a l ly  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  i t  w i l l  n o t 

be ab le  to  m a in ta in  th e  te r r i t o r y  ta k e n  f ro m  th e  s ta te  o f  Song . 

P e rsu a s ive  ta lk e rs  w ith  w h ite  h a ir  f ro m  th e  c e n tra l p a r t o f 

C h in a  a ll w a n t to  a lie n a te  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. 

N o n e  o f  th o se  tra v e l l in g  to  th e  w e s t ( re fe r r in g  to  th e  s ta te  o f  

Q in ) b y  c a rr ia g e  says th a t yo u  s h o u ld  e s ta b lis h  good  re la t io n s  

w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. S im i la r ly ,  none  o f  th o se  t ra v e l l in g  to  th e  

east ( r e fe r r in g  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i )  b y  c a rr ia g e  says th a t  i t  

s h o u ld  e s ta b lis h  good  re la t io n s  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . N o n e  o f  

th e m  w a n t Q in  and  Q i to  b u ild  an a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r. 

W h y ?  Because th e  s ta te s  o f  H a n ,  Z h a o , W e i and  C h u  are  

w ise  and  on  th e  o th e r  h a n d , Q in  and Q i a re  s tu p id . I f  H a n ,  

Z h a o , W e i and C h u  b u ild  an a ll ia n c e , th e y  w i l l  seek th e  

chance to  ta ke  a d va n ta g e  o f  Q in  and  Q i. I f  Q in  and Q i b u ild  

an a ll ia n c e , th e y  w i l l  schem e a g a in s t H a n ,  Z h a o , W e i and 

C h u . P lease m a ke  u p  y o u r  m in d . ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  s a id , " I
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Someone Had a Talk with the King of the State of Han

Som eone  had a ta lk  w i th  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and 

s a id , “ T h e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  is g o in g  to  la u n c h  m il i ta r y  

a c tio n  a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f  W e i and o c c u p y  J ia n g  and  A n y i.  

W h a t ta c tic s  w i l l  y o u r  s ta te  ta ke ?  Q in  ’ s k in g  w a n ts  v e ry  

m u c h  to  a tta c k  H a n  and  th e n  v a n q u is h  th e  ro y a l fa m ily  o f  th e  

Z h o u  D y n a s ty . A l l  th e  t im e  he is  a w a k e , he keeps th is  in  h is  

m in d . I f  H a n  does n o t rea lize  th a t  and  th e re fo re  p la n s  to  u n ite  

w i th  Q in ,  th is  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  lead to  severe  tro u b le  fo r  those  

s ta te s  loca te d  east o f  M o u n t X ia o . T h e  reason  th a t  Q in  p lans  

to  a tta c k  W e i lie s  in  th e  fa c t th a t th e y  w a n t to  send tro o p s  to  

a p p ro a ch  H a n  a f te r  th e y  de fe a t W e i. T h e y  are  a fra id  th a t  W e i 

m ig h t  n o t l is te n  to  th e m , so th e y  w i l l  pose a severe  th re a t to  

W e i and th u s  c o n s o lid a te  th e  d ip lo m a t ic  re la t io n s  b e tw e e n  

th ese  tw o  s ta te s . I f  Y o u r  M a je s ty  c a n n o t u n d e rs ta n d  th is  

c o n s p ira c y  and  th e re fo re  w a n t to  re m a in  n e u tra l,  W e i w i l l  be 

a n g ry  w i th  yo u  s ince  yo u  a re  n o t g o in g  to  jo in  i t  in  c o n fro n t in g  

Q in . H e n ce  W e i w i l l  tu rn  to  Q in  and c a r ry  o u t Q in ’ s o rd e rs . 

I f  th is  is  th e  case, H a n  w i l l  be de fea ted . I  hope  Y o u r  M a je s ty  

can th in k  a b o u t th is  c a re fu lly .  Y o u ’ d b e tte r  send im p o r ta n t 

e m issa rie s  to  Z hao  and  W e i to  u n ite  w ith  th e m  as b ro th e r  

s ta te s . T h e n  yo u  can a sk  th o s e  s ta te s  lo ca te d  east o f  M o u n t  

X ia o  to  d is p a tc h  th e ir  p icke d  tro o p s  to  d e fe nd  th e  w e s te rn  

b o rd e rs  o f  H a n  and W e i. O th e rw is e ,  th o se  s ta te s  east o f 

M o u n t  X ia o  w o n  ’ t  be ab le  to  p re v e n t b e in g  de fe a ted . T h is  

lo n g - te rm  s tra te g y  w i l l  b e n e fit  te n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f
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g e n e ra tio n s . T h e  w a y  Q in  w ish e s  to  a n n e x  a ll th e  s ta te s  a n d . 

u n ify  th e  w h o le  w o r ld  is d if fe re n t  f ro m  th a t  o f th e  a n c ie n t 

so ve re ig n s . A lth o u g h  you  m ig h t  tre a t Q in  as a son tre a ts  h is  

fa th e r ,  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  s t i l l  be d e s tro y e d . A lth o u g h  yo u  m ig h t 

behave l ik e  Bo Y i ,  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  s t i l l  be ru in e d . A lth o u g h  

yo u  m ig h t  c o m m it th e  sam e m is c o n d u c t as J ie  and  Z h o u  d id ,  

y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  s t i l l  be d e s tro y e d . E ve n  th o u g h  yo u  se rve  Q in  

v e ry  w e l l ,  i t  w o n ’ t  be o f a n y  use. Y o u  ca n n o t m a in ta in  y o u r  

s ta te  b u t  w i l l  lead i t  to  a s w if t  end. T h e re fo re ,  i f  th o se  s ta tes  

lo ca te d  east o f  M o u n t  X ia o  do  n o t u n ite  w i th  each o th e r  and 

m a ke  a co n ce rte d  e f fo r t  to  c o u n te ra c t Q in ,  th e y  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  

a ll be d e s tro y e d . ”

Someone Had a T a lk  w ith H a n ’ s King

S om eone  had a ta lk  w i th  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and 

s a id , “  M a rq u is  Z h a o x i is  a w ise  s o ve re ig n  o f  the  

c o n te m p o ra ry  w o r ld .  Shen  B u h a i is  a w o r th y  s c h o la r  o f  o u r  

w o r ld .  T h e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i are  h o s tile  

to w a rd s  each o th e r. H o w e v e r ,  c a r ry in g  G u i in  th e ir  h a n d s . 

M a rq u is  Z h a o x i and  S hen B u h a i w e n t to  th e  c o u r t  o f  th e  s ta te  

o f  W e i to  pay  hom age  to  th e  k in g  o f  W e i in  pe rson . I t  w as n o t 

th a t  th e y  b o th  lo ve d  p u t t in g  th e m s e lv e s  in  m e n ia l p laces and 

ha te  b e in g  tre a te d  w i th  re v e re n c e , o r  th e y  w ro n g ly  e s tim a te d  

th e  s itu a t io n  and  th e re fo re  m ade  an in c o rre c t d ec is ion . Shen 

B u h a i d ra fte d  such  a s tra te g y : 6 I f  w e  c a r ry  a G u i in  o u r  hands 

to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i to  pay  hom age  to  its  k in g ,  th e  k in g  o f  W e i 

w i l l  th in k  th a t  h is  s ta te  has o u td o n e  o u r  s ta te . T h e re fo re ,  he
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w i l l  d e f in ite ly  ta k e  m il i t a r y  a c tio n  a g a in s t o th e r  s ta te s  o f  th e  

w o r ld .  A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w i l l  becom e e xh a u s te d . 

O th e r  s ta te s  w i l l  be a g a in s t W e i,  and th e re fo re  w i l l  e s ta b lis h  

good  re la t io n s  w i th  o u r  s ta te . A c c o rd in g ly ,  yo u  w i l l  becom e 

ru le r  o f  te ns  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  peop le  a lth o u g h  yo u  s t i l l  re m a in  

in fe r io r  to  one  p e rson  ( r e fe r r in g  to  th e  th e n  Son o f  H e a v e n ) . 

T h e  b es t w a y  o f w e a k e n in g  th e  m i l i t a r y  fo rc e  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

W e i and  a t th e  sam e t im e  s tre n g th e n in g  th e  p o w e r o f  th e  s ta te  

o f  H a n  is  to  g o  to  th e  c o u r t  o f  W e i to  pay hom age  to  its  

k in g . ’ M a rq u is  Z h a o x i to o k  th is  adv ice . So he w a s  a w ise  

so v e re ig n . Shen  B u h a i m e d ita te d  on  th e  s itu a t io n  and o ffe re d  

h is  s u g g e s tio n  to  th e  m a rq u is . So he w as a lo y a l c o u r t o f f ic ia l.  

A t  p re s e n t, o u r  s ta te  is  less p o w e r fu l th a n  i t  used to  be. O n  

th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  is  m o re  p o w e r fu l th a n  i t  used 

to  be. N o w  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  shares th e  sam e w is h  th e  k in g  o f 

W e i used to  have. H o w e v e r ,  yo u  and  y o u r  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls  are 

n o t p la n n in g  to  pay reve rence  to  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  and sa feg ua rd  

y o u r  s ta te  b y  so d o in g . S o , I  p e rs o n a lly  th in k  yo u  a re  n o t as 

w is e  as M a rq u is  Z h a o x i, and none  o f  y o u r  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  are  

as lo y a l as S hen B u h a i used to  be. ,

“ P re v io u s ly ,  D u k e  M u  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w o n  th e  w a r  in  

H a n y u a n  and  th u s  e s ta b lis h e d  h is  p o w e r as L o rd -p ro te c to r  in  

th e  re g io n  o f X iz h o u . D u k e  W e n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  J in  w o n  th e  

w a r  in  C h e n g p u  and u n if ie d  th e  w h o le  w o r ld  due to  th a t 

v ic to ry .  Based o n  one  s ig n if ic a n t v ic to r y ,  each o f  th e m  

e s ta b lis h e d  a g re a t p o w e r ,  m ade h ug e  c o n tr ib u t io n s  and 

g a ine d  h ig h  re p u ta t io n s  in  th e  w o r ld .  N o w  Q in  has been a 

p o w e r fu l s ta te  fo r  severa l g e n e ra tio n s . I t  has w o n  u p  to  a
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dozen m a jo r  w a rs  as w e ll as h u n d re d s  o f s m a ll b a tt le s . 

H o w e v e r ,  in  a b ro ad  sense , i t  has n o t u n if ie d  th e  w h o le  w o r ld  

and g iv e n  th e  k in g  th e  chance o f  b e in g  p ro c la im e d  K in g .  In  a 

n a r ro w  sense , i t  has n o t e s ta b lis h e d  a m o s t p o w e r fu l s ta te  

and th e re fo re  p ro v id e d  th e  k in g  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  b e ing  

p ro c la im e d  as L o rd -  p ro te c to r . M o re o v e r ,  i t  c a n n o t issue  

o rd e rs  to  o th e r  s ta te s . T h e  s tra te g is ts  in  th e  S p r in g  and 

A u tu m n  P e rio d  w o rk e d  a t o b ta in in g  p o w e r fo r  th e ir  

s o ve re ig n s  and  ga ined  h ig h  re p u ta t io n s  fo r  th e m se lve s . 

R e g a rd in g  th e  m il i ta r y  a c tio n s  ta k e n  b y  th e  deceased 

s o ve re ig n s  o f  a n c ie n t t im e s , som e focused  on  g a in in g  h ig h  

re p u ta t io n s , o th e rs  c o n c e n tra te d  o n  o b ta in in g  s u b s ta n t ia l 

b e n e fit. P e op le  fo c u s in g  on  g a in in g  h ig h  re p u ta t io n s  w i l l  be 

c o m m itte d  to  w in n in g  o v e r th e  h e a rts  o f  th e  peop le  o f  th e  

areas b e in g  inva de d . A n d  peop le  fo c u s in g  o n  o b ta in in g  

s u b s ta n t ia l b e n e fit  w i l l  be c o m m itte d  to  o c c u p y in g  th e  land  

and  c o n q u e rin g  th e  peop le . O nce  th e  s ta te  o f  W u  and  th e  

s ta te  o f  Y u e  w e re  engaged in  a w a r ,  and  th e  tro o p s  o f Y u e  

w e re  b a d ly  d e fea ted . H o w e v e r ,  th e y  m anaged  to  m a in ta in  th e  

la s t fo o th o ld  a ro u n d  th e  area o f  K u a ij i .  T h e  tro o p s  o f  W u  

co n d o le d  th e  peop le  o f  Y u e  fro m  d o o r  to  d o o r. T h e  k in g  o f 

Y u e  asked  a h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia l nam ed W e n  Z h o n g  to  

m a ke  peace w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  W u . T h e  k in g  o f Y u e  begged  the  

p e rm is s io n  o f th e  k in g  o f  W u  to  a llo w  a ll th e  m a les  o f  h is  c lan  

to  se rve  as s e rv a n ts , a ll th e  fem a les  to  se rve  as m a id s  and 

h im s e lf  to  be a t h is  se rv ice . T h e  peop le  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W u  

to o k  th is  adv ice  and reached  a cease fire  w i th  Y u e  w ith o u t  

s ig n in g  a n y  a g re e m e n t. T h is  is  a case o f w in n in g  o v e r the

V_ 
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h e a rts  o f  th e  p eo p le  o f an e ne m y s ta te . A f t e r  som e t im e ,  th e  

s ta te  o f  Y u e  ch a lle n g e d  th e  s ta te  o f  W u  and th e  tro o p s  o f W u  

w e re  b a d ly  d e fea ted . T h e  k in g  o f  W u  asked  fo r  th e  

p e rm is s io n  o f th e  k in g  o f  Y u e  to  a llo w  a ll  th e  m a les  o f  h is  c lan  

to  se rve  as s e rv a n ts , a ll  th e  fe m a les  to  se rve  as m a id s  and 

h im s e lf  to  be tre a te d  th e  w a y  th e  k in g  o f  Y u e  used to  tre a t 

h im . H o w e v e r ,  th e  peop le  o f  Y u e  d id  n o t ta k e  h is  advice. 

T h e y  d e s tro y e d  th e  s ta te  o f  W u  and c a p tu re d  th e  k in g — F u 

C ha i. T h is  is  a case o f  g a in in g  te r r i t o r y  and c o n q u e rin g  th e  

p eop le  o f  an e ne m y s ta te . A re  yo u  g o in g  to  w in  o v e r th e  

h e a rts  o f  th e  peop le  o f  y o u r  e ne m y s ta tes?  T h e n  do  as the  

s ta te  o f W u  d id  w h e n  a tta c k in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Y u e . A re  you  

fo c u s in g  o n  g a in in g  te r r i t o r y  and  c o n q u e rin g  th e  peop le  o f 

y o u r  enem y s ta te?  T h e n  ju s t  do as th e  s ta te  o f  Y u e  d id  w h e n  

a tta c k in g  th e  s ta te  o f  W u . H o w e v e r ,  w h ile  t r y in g  to  w in  o ve r 

th e  h e a rts  o f  th e  peop le  o f  an e ne m y s ta te , y o u  ca n n o t ta ke  

th e  sam e a c tio n  as th e  s ta te  o f  Y u e  to o k  b e fo re . W h ile  

c o m m it t in g  to  g a in in g  te r r i t o r y  and  c o n q u e rin g  th e  peop le  o f 

th e  enem y s ta te , yo u  c a n n o t ta k e  th e  sam e a c tio n  as th e  s ta te  

o f  W u  to o k  b e fo re . In  th is  case, a ll  y o u r  p e o p le , w h e th e r  

s o v e re ig n  o r  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls ,  s u p e r io rs  o r  in fe r io r s ,  y o u n g  o r 

o ld ,  p o w e r fu l o r  p o w e r le s s , w i l l  c la im  th a t  yo u  w a n t to  

becom e K in g  o r  a t le a s t L o rd -p ro te c to r .  I  p e rs o n a lly  th in k  i t  

is  s o m e w h a t th e  sam e as a m an  w h o  fe l l  in to  a w e ll c la im in g , 

41 am  g o in g  to  p u t o u t th e  f ir e  fo r  yo u  peop le . ’

“ D u r in g  th e  m e e tin g  in  D o n g m e n g , N ie  Z h e n g  and Y a n g  

J ia n  a ssass ina ted  b o th  th e  p r im e  m im is te r  and th e  k in g  o f  the  

s ta te  o f  H a n . X u  Y i  k ic k e d  M a rq u is  L ie  to  th e  g ro u n d  and

v L
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to ld  h im  to  p re te n d  to  be dead. L a te r ,  th e  la t te r  w as 

e n th ro n e d  to  be th e  new  k in g  o f th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . T h e  peop le  

o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  c a rr ie d  o u t th e  o rd e rs  o f  th e ir  so ve re ig n  

because X u  Y i had ta k e n  th e  lead in  th is  re g a rd . S o , w h e n  

M a rq u is  L ie  w as in  p o w e r ,  X u  Y i se rved  as p r im e  m in is te r  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  d u r in g  h is  l ife t im e . T h e  peop le  o f  th e  s ta te  

o f  H a n  p a id  as m u c h  reve rence  to  X u  Y i as th e y  pa id  to  th e ir  

s o v e re ig n — M a rq u is  L ie . H o w e v e r ,  n o w a d a ys  peop le  o fte n  

say th a t  i t  is n o t w o r th  d e v o tin g  th e m s e lv e s  to  th e  c u rre n t 

so v e re ig n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . H e n c e , a lth o u g h  one m ig h t  be 

a p p o in te d  as p r im e  m in is te r  o f  H a n ,  he m ig h t  be re lu c ta n t to  

p ro p o se  a n y  p a r t ic u la r ly  u s e fu l p o lic ie s  to  th e  so ve re ig n . 

I s n ' t  th is  a w ro n g  a tt i tu d e ?  O nce  D u k e  H u a n  o f th e  s ta te  o f 

Q i a rra n g e d  n in e  m e e tin g s  fo r  th e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  o th e r  

s ta te s ' s o ve re ig n s . H e  d id  so u n d e r th e  nam e o f K in g  X ia n g  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o u  ( re fe r r in g  to  th e  th e n  Son o f  H e a v e n ) e ve ry  

t im e . A lth o u g h  he pa id  so m u c h  hom age  to  K in g  X ia n g ,  he 

e s ta b lis h e d  h is  a u th o r i ty  as L o rd -p ro te c to r  a t th e  sam e tim e . 

O th e r  s ta te s ' s o v e re ig n s  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  th o se  n in e  m e e tin g s  

respec ted  D u k e  H u a n  to  th e  sam e e x te n t as th e y  h o n o u re d  

K in g  X ia n g . N o w a d a y s  peop le  o fte n  say th a t  i t  is  n o t w o r th  

d e v o tin g  th e m s e lv e s  to  th e  Son o f  H ea ven . E ve n  i f  D u k e  

H u a n  cam e b a ck  to  l i f e ,  th e y  w o u ld  n o t su gg es t p a r t ic u la r ly  

u s e fu l p o lic ie s  to  h im . I s n ' t  th is  a w ro n g  a t t i tu d e  ta k e n  by  

p eop le  k n o w in g  n o th in g  a b o u t re p e c tin g  h o n o u ra b le  peop le?  

In  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  th e re  used to  be te n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f 

s c h o la rs  and th e y  a ll s u p p o rte d  M a rq u is  L ie  as s o v e re ig n , b u t 

X u  Y i  w as th e  o n ly  one  to  be a p p o in te d  as p r im e  m in is te r  in
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M a rq u is  L ie ’ s tim e . T h e  reason  fo r  th a t is  c ry s ta l-c le a r. A l l  

th e  o th e r  s ta te s ’ s o ve re ig n s  w e re  a llo t te d  som e p o s ts  b y  the  

th e n  S on o f  H ea ven  o f th e  Z h o u  D y n a s ty . H o w e v e r ,  D u k e  

H u a n  w as th e  o n ly  one  w h o  w as  ab le  to  becom e L o rd -  

p ro te c to r . T h e  reason  fo r  th a t is  a lso  c ry s ta l-c le a r . T h e  

p o w e r fu l Q in  has th e  p o te n t ia l o f  u n ify in g  th e  w h o le  w o r ld . 

In  th is  case, th e  s o v e re ig n  w h o  ta kes  th e  lead in  jo in in g  Q in  

w i l l  becom e a n o th e r  D u k e  H u a n  o r  X u  Y i.  I t  w o u ld  be a w ise  

d ec is ion  to  do  so. T h e  adva n ta g e  o f  ta k in g  th e  lead in  jo in in g  

a p o w e r fu l s ta te  lies  in  th e  fa c t th a t i f  th e  p o w e r fu l s ta te  can 

u n ify  th e  w o r ld , I  w i l l  be ab le  to  e s ta b lis h  one o f  th e  m o s t 

p o w e r fu l s ta te s  w i th  th a t  p o w e r fu l s ta te  ’ s h e lp . I f  the  

p o w e r fu l s ta te  c a n n o t u n ify  th e  w o r ld , a t leas t I  w i l l  a vo id  its  

in v a s io n . H e n c e , i f  th e  p o w e r fu l s ta te  succeeds , I can 

e s ta b lis h  one o f  th e  m o s t p o w e r fu l s ta te s  w i th  its  h e lp . I f  the  

p o w e r fu l s ta te  fa i ls ,  i t  w i l l  s t i l l  be v e ry  g ra te fu l to  m e. I f  I 

jo in  th e  p o w e r fu l s ta te  in  ta k in g  a c tio n  a g a in s t o th e r  s ta te s , I 

w i l l  e n jo y  good  fo r tu n e  i f  th e  m il i ta r y  o p e ra tio n s  succeed. I 

w i l l  a lso  be fre e  fro m  p ro b le m s  i f  th e  m i l i t a r y  a c tio n  re s u lts  in  

fa ilu re .  H e n c e , b e in g  f i r s t  to  jo in  a p o w e r fu l s ta te  is  th e  r ig h t  

d e c is io n  fo r  a n y  sage. ”

1263

Han Yang Participated in the W ar in Sanchuan but Was 

Thinking o f Retreating from  the Battleground

H a n  Y a n g  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th e  w a r  in  th e  area o f  S anchuan  

b u t w as th in k in g  o f re tre a t in g  f ro m  th e  b a tt le g ro u n d . O n  h is  

b e h a lf , Z u  Q ia n g  w e n t to  see th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and
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s a id , “ S anchuan  w i l l  y ie ld  to  us soon. H a v e  yo u  a lso  k n o w n  

th is ?  T h e  peop le  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  th e  w a r  w i l l  e n th ro n e  those  

p o w e r fu l C h ild e s  ta k in g  p a r t in  th e  w a r . ”  So th e  k in g  ca lled  

b a ck  a ll th e  C h ild e s  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  th e  w a r  in  S anchuan .

Qin Was a Big State

T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w as b ig ,  and th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  w as  

s m a ll. H a n  w as a lie n a te d  fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,b u t  i t  p la nn ed  

to  h o b n o b  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  s u p e r f ic ia lly .  T h e  peop le  o f 

H a n  fo u n d  th a t th e y  c o u ld  n o t w in  o v e r th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  

w ith o u t  m o n e y . So th e y  so ld  a b e a u t ifu l w o m a n . T h e  p rice  

f o r  th is  b e a u t ifu l w o m a n  w as  e x tre m e ly  h ig h ,  and  th e re fo re  

no  o th e r  s ta te  c o u ld  a f fo rd  h e r e xce p t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . So the  

s ta te  o f  Q in  b o u g h t h e r w ith  th re e  th o u s a n d  y i  o f  g o ld . T h e n  

H a n  p re sen te d  th e  g o ld  to  Q in . A s  a r e s u lt ,  Q in  reg a in ed  th e  

g o ld  and  a lso  o b ta in e d  th e  b e a u tifu l w o m a n  f ro m  H a n . T h e  

b e a u t ifu l w o m a n  f ro m  H a n  th e n  to ld  th e  k in g  o f  Q in ,  “ T h e  

s ta te  o f  H a n  is indeed  v e ry  a lie n a te d  fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . ”  

J u d g in g  f ro m  th is  case , th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  lo s t th e  g o ld  and th e  

b e a u t ifu l w o m a n , b u t i t  w as c le a r th a t  H a n  w as s t i l l  v e ry  

a lie n a te d  fro m  Q in . H e n c e , a g u e s t su gges ted  to  H a n ,  

“ N o th in g  c o u ld  be b e t te r  th a n  c u t t in g  excess ive  e x p e n d itu re s . 

T h e n  w e  can p re se n t th e  spare  g o ld  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . Q in  

w i l l  a ccep t th e  g o ld  b u t n o t k n o w  th a t  H a n  is indeed  v e ry  

d is ta n t f ro m  it .  T h e  b e a u tifu l w o m a n  k n o w s  th e  t r u th .  

H e n c e , a p e rson  good  a t e v a lu a tin g  m a tte rs  w i l l  n o t d iv u lg e  

th e  t r u th .  ”
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Zhang Chou Arranged for Qi and Chu to Make Peace with

Wei

Z h a n g  C h o u  a rra n g e d  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and th e  s ta te  o f 

C h u  to  m ake  peace w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  and he to ld  

G o n g zh o n g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  “ N o w  yo u  a re  la u n c h in g  a 

sudden  a tta c k  on  th e  re g io n  o f  Y u n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. I f  W e i 

f in d s  i ts e lf  in  severe  d a n g e r, i t  w i l l  cede som e lan d  to  Q i and 

C h u  to  reach  a cease fire  w i th  th e m . H e n c e , y o u ’ d  b e tte r  g ive  

u p  a tta c k in g  Y u n . T h u s  th e  s itu a t io n  in  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w i l l  

be sm o o th e d  o v e r. T h e re fo re ,  i t  w i l l  d e f in ite y  engage in  a w a r  

w i th  Q i and C h u . I f  i t  de fe a ts  Q i and  C h u , it  w i l l  be eas ie r fo r  

you  to  c o n q u e r Y u n  (d u e  to  th e  e x h a u s tio n  o f  th e  tro o p s  o f 

W e i because o f th e  w a r  w i th  Q i and  C h u ) .  I f  i t  ca n n o t de fea t 

Q i and  C h u , W e i w i l l  p re s e n t th is  re g io n  to  yo u . ”  G o n g z h o n g  

s a id , “ I see. ”  T h e n  Z h a n g  C h o u  to ld  th e  s o ve re ig n s  o f  Q i and 

C h u , “ T h e  s ta te  o f  H a n  has a lre a d y  m ade an a llia n c e  w i th  th e  

s ta te  o f  W e i. I f  yo u  d o n ’ t b e lie ve  th a t ,  p lease  w a it  and see 

w h e th e r  G o n g z h o n g  w i l l  a tta c k  i t  o r  n o t. ”  G o n g z h o n g  d id  n o t 

a tta c k  Y u n . Q i and  C h u  w e re  a f r a id , so th e y  b o th  m ade peace 

w i th  W e i w ith o u t  n o t i fy in g  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  in  advance.

Someone Had a Talk with H an ’s Prime Minister

Som eone  had a ta lk  w i th  th e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  

o f  H a n  and  s a id , “ T h e  reason  th a t peop le  are  good  to  B ian  

Q u e  lie s  in  th e  fa c t th a t  th e y  w a n t h im  to  re m o ve  th e  fe s te r in g

#•



Ш Л 1

m № i k ' W \ A % Z % Z i ! L o  w #

^ Ж Ж , ^ № 1 Д Ж ^ # - & о  E S Z B i t Z i H o ”

f e t f i k t t o  m 8 L ^ n & t ' k . 4 r & , $ C > S L t / ^ & 4 - # j h * ! ! , 7  о - k p ^ - f ^  

ж й * # в , д . @  * т в б Ш & =  ^ в ж - ^ у ^ ж - ^ ж л . ^ . л е д .

[ ® j t i

: “ # Z S

Ш 1 й ,Д 1 Д Ж Ж ;В Ё Ш Ч т й ^ № ^ Ш =  Д Ж Л  о т ^ # ^ 0

1268 ^ Я .Ж Ж ,Ж ^ 1 Д @ е

[4-Ш1

# • « , : “ #  Ж ^ к Х # # . 4 @ , Д - 0  ^ n @ f : ^ - l t

А ; Х 4 9 Ж ^ А Ж 7  # @ 6 ^  

,^ГкХч5,? # Ж ^ 5 С . Я > ^ П Д > « . ^ , # Ж . - ^ . ^ # - 4 $ #

*



f ro m  th e ir  bod ies . N o  one  w ith o u t  a ny  fe s te rs  w i l l  t re a t B ian  

Q u e  w e ll.  N o w  yo u  have w o n  o v e r L o rd  P in g y u a n  due  to  y o u r  

bad re la t io n s  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . H o w e v e r ,  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in  ha tes yo u  because you  are  c lose  to  L o rd  P in g y u a n . I  hope 

th a t you  w i l l  e xa m in e  th is  s itu a t io n . ”

Gongzhong Sent Han M in  to Qin to Ask for Wusui

G o n g z h o n g  w a n te d  to  send H a n  M in  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  

to  ask fo r  th e  re g io n  o f  W u s u i,  h u t w as a fra id  th a t th e  k in g  o f 

C h u  m ig h t be angered . T a n g  K e  had a ta lk  w i th  G o n g zh o n g  

and s a id , “ T h e  reason  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  s u b m its  to  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q in  lie s  in  th e  fa c t th a t H a n  w a n ts  to  g a in  th e  area o f 

W u s u i.  T h is  is  n o t u n a cce p ta b le  to  o u r  s ta te . A f t e r  H a n  

g a in s  th e  area o f W u s u i,  i t  can e s ta b lis h  good  re la t io n s  w ith  

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . I  w a n t to  te l l  yo u  s o m e th in g , b u t d o n ’ t  dare  

p la n  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f C h u . ‘ I f  a p e rson  w ho se  fa th e r  and 

b ro th e rs  a re  s u p p o rte d  b y  th e  m asses o f H a n  is  a p p o in te d  to  

be p r im e  m in is te r  o f  H a n ,  H a n  w i l l  becom e in d e p e n d e n t, and 

th e re fo re  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  n o t e s ta b lis h  good  re la t io n s  w i th  the  

s ta te  o f  C h u . ’ T h e  k in g  s a id , ‘ I am  a b o u t to  lead m y  s ta te  to  

s u p p o r t H a n  M in  and m ake  h im  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  H a n . D o  

you  th in k  I  s h o u ld  do  so? H a n  M in ’ s fa th e r  and b ro th e rs  

d is l ik e  h im ,  so he w i l l  d e f in ite ly  lead  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  to  

s u b m it  to  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . ’ ”  G o n g z h o n g  w as s a tis fie d  w ith  

these  w o rd s ,  so he in tro d u c e d  T a n g  K e  to  h is  h ig h - ra n k in g  

c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  and a lso  asked  h im  to  a d m in is te r  th e  a ffa irs  

b e tw e e n  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and th e  s ta te  o f  C h u .
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Gongzhong, the Prime M in ister o f H a n . Sent Han Chi to

Qin

G o n g z h o n g ,th e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  sen t 

H a n  C h i to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  on  a d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n  to  ask Q in  

to  la u n c h  an a tta c k  on  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  

a p p re c ia te d  H a n  C h i. H o w e v e r ,  w h ile  H a n  C h i w as in  the  

area o f  T a n g ,  C o n g z h o n g  d ie d . H a n  C h i had a ta lk  w i th  th e  

k in g  o f  Q in  and s a id , “ A n  e m is s a ry  f ro m  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i to ld  

C o n g z h o n g ’ s su cce sso r, th e  n e w  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  H a n ,  

‘ Y o u  m u s t p u n is h  H a n  C h i on  b e h a lf o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. ’ 

H a n  C hen  s a id , ‘ I  ca n n o t do  th a t .  T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  has 

a p p o in te d  h im  to  h is  p o s t,  and a lso  m ade an a g re e m e n t to  

ta ke  som e co n ce rte d  a c tio n s  to g e th e r  w i th  h im . ’  T h e  

e m is s a ry  s a id , ‘ T h e  reason  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  asked  yo u  to  

e m p lo y  H a n  C h i lie s  in  th e  fa c t th a t  G o n g z h o n g  used to  be 

e x tre m e ly  p o w e r fu l.  N o w  C o n g z h o n g  has d ie d . I f  H a n  C h i 

goes to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  a g a in , Q in  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  re fu s e  to  

a llo w  h im  to  e n te r  th e  s ta te . H o w  can he coerce  th e  s ta te  o f  

Q in  in to  a c tin g  a g a in s t th e  k in g  o f  W e i? ’ H a n  C he n  w as 

a fra id  and  th e re fo re  w as  a b o u t to  ta k e  h is  adv ice . I f  yo u  d o n ’ t 

s u m m o n  m e r ig h t  n o w , I  w i l l  go  to  liv e  in  th e  m o u n ta in s . ”  

T h e  k in g  o f Q in  s a id , “ W h y  do  yo u  re g a rd  m e as u n re lia b le  as 

th a t?  A n d  w h e re  w i l l  yo u  s ta y ? ”  T h e n  he c a lle d  in  H a n  C h i 

and e m p lo ye d  h im  in  h is  g o v e rn m e n t.
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A Guest Had a Talk with Q in ’ s King on Behalf of Han

O n  b e h a lf o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  a g u e s t had a ta lk  w i th  th e  

k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and s a id , “ A c c o rd in g  to  H a n  M in ’ s 

a rg u m e n t,  he o n ly  k n o w s  h is  o w n  s o v e re ig n  b u t has .10 

u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f o th e r  s o ve re ig n s . H e  is  o n ly  fa m il ia r  w ith  

th e  s itu a t io n  in  h is  o w n  s ta te , b u t k n o w s  n o th in g  a b o u t th e  

s itu a t io n  in  o th e r  s ta te s . A s  fo r  G o n g z h o n g , c e r ta in ly  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q in  can m a ke  h im  s u b m it to  it .  D e s p ite  th e  p o w e r o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  H a n  M in  is  th e  one  w h o  has o ffe n d e d  i t  th e  

m o s t. O nce  th e  tro o p s  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and  th o se  o f  th e  s ta te  

o f  S ong  invaded  th e  re g io n  o f  S h o u y u a n , and  reached  th e  

o u te r  p ro te c t iv e  w a lls  o f  th e  c a p ita l o f  L ia n g  o f th e  s ta te  o f  

W e i. H o w e v e r ,  th e y  d id  n o t a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  because 

th e y  w a n te d  to  m a ke  peace w i th  W e i and th e n  a lly  w i th  i t  and 

th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  to  c ross  th e  re g io n  o f N a n y a n g  to  c o n fro n t 

th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  in  th e  w e s t. H o w e v e r ,  th is  p la n  w as n o t 

tu rn e d  in to  re a lity .  T h e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  w as de fe a ted  b y  the  

s ta te  o f Q i ,  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w as  d e s tro y e d  b y  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in ,  and  b o th  th e  s ta te  o f  C he n  and th e  s ta te  o f  C a i w e re  

b ea ten  b y  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . P e op le  say th a t  g e o g ra p h ic a l 

c o n d it io n s  a cco u n t fo r  th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  these  s ta te s . In  

th o se  s ta te s , c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  used to  c rea te  c liq u e s  to  b lo c k  

th e ir  s o ve re ig n  f ro m  r e a l i t y ,  and  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  

to o k  a dva n ta g e  o f th e ir  o w n  s ta te s  on  b e h a lf o f  o th e r  s ta te s . 

N o w  you  are  in  p o w e r ,  b u t p o w e r fu l as Z h a n g  Y i is ,  he is  no t 

a llo w e d  to  c r it ic iz e  G o n g s u n  H a o . T h u s  a s s is ta n t c o u r t 

o f f ic ia ls  ca n n o t in te r fe re  w ith  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t  o ff ic ia ls .
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A n d  p o w e r fu l as G o n g s u n  H a o  is ,  he is  n o t a llo w e d  to  

c r it ic iz e  G an  M ao . I 'h u s  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls  ca nn o t 

in te r fe re  w i th  y o u r  b e love d  c o u r t o ff ic ia ls . B o th  th e  p o w e rle s s  

and th e  p o w e r fu l d o n ’ t  in te r fe re  w i th  each o th e r ,  and  th e y  a ll 

a dhere  to  th e ir  o w n  d u tie s  to  se rve  yo u  to g e th e r . A s  a re s u lt ,  

w h o  a re  w o r th y  and w h o  a re  u n w o r th y  a m o ng  y o u r  c o u r t 

o f f ic ia ls  w i l l  be c le a r to  yo u . T h is  is  th e  f i r s t  w a y  to  m a n ife s t 

y o u r  w is d o m . G o n g s u n  H a o  used to  c o n tro l th e  s ta te s  o f  H a n  

and W e i,  b u t he fa ile d  to  ga in  m o re  p o w e r in  y o u r  s ta te . A s  a 

r e s u lt ,  o th e r  s ta te s ’ s o v e re ig n s  w i l l  n o t d a re  ta k e  adva n ta g e  

o f y o u r  s ta te  th ro u g h  som e o f y o u r  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t 

o ff ic ia ls .  Y o u  can a vo id  b e in g  chea ted  b y  peop le  w i th in  y o u r  

s ta te  o r  b y  th o se  o u ts id e  y o u r  s ta te . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  s itu a t io n  

in  o th e r  s ta te s  w i l l  be c le a r to  yo u . T h is  is  th e  second w a y  to  

m a n ife s t y o u r  w is d o m . O nce  G o n g s u n  H a o  and  C h u  L i j i  b o th  

a sked  yo u  n o t to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  and th e  tro o p s  

d e p lo ye d  th e re  w e re  o rd e re d  to  re tre a t.  H o w e v e r ,  yo u  s t i l l  

la u n ch e d  an a tta c k  o n  i t .  G an  M a o  once u n ite d  w i th  th e  s ta te  

o f  C h u  and  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  to  c o n fro n t th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. So 

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i m ade  peace w i th  us. H o w e v e r ,  G an  M a o  s t i l l  

a tta c k e d  Y iy a n g . Y o u  a lso  w e ig h e d  th e  s itu a t io n  to  see 

w h e th e r  o r  n o t i t  w as  w ise  to  do  so. N o n e  o f y o u r  c o u r t 

o f f ic ia ls  can m a tc h  y o u  in  te rm s  o f  in te llig e n c e . H e n c e , I 

hope  th a t  G o n g z h o n g  w i l l  lead h is  s ta te  to  s u b m it to  yo u  and 

w o n ’ t ta k e  a c tio n  a c c o rd in g  to  h is  o w n  w i l l .  ”

Han M in  Served as Prim e M in ister of Qi

W h e n  H a n  M in  w as s e rv in g  as p r im e  m in is te r  o f  the
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s ta te  o f  Q i , he issued  an o rd e r  to  d r iv e  G o n g c h o u  S hu  o u t o f  

th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o u , and  w as a n g ry  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o u  fo r  

its  a l lo w in g  L o rd  C h e n g ya n g  to  s tay . Som eone  had a ta lk  

w i th  H a n  M in  and s a id , “ Y o u  c o n s id e r these  tw o  p e rson s  

w o r th y .  D o n ’ t y o u  th in k  th e  s ta te s  th e y  e n te r  w i l l  ta ke  the  

chance to  e m p lo y  th e m ?  4 'h e re fo re , i t  w o u ld  be b e t te r  i f  th e y  

s ta y  in  s m a ll s ta te s . W h y ?  L o rd  C h e n g y a n g  le f t  th e  s ta te  o f 

H a n  because o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and  G o n g c h o u  S hu  is  v e ry  

c lose  to  th e  k in g  o f th e  s ta te  o f  C h u . N o w  i f  yo u  d r iv e  th e m  

o u t o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o u , th e y  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  go  to  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in  and th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  re s p e c tiv e ly . I f  th is  is  th e  case, th e y  

w i l l  c e r ta in ly  cause p ro b le m s  fo r  yo u . T h e y  w i l l  a lso  m ake  i t  

c le a r th a t yo u  a re  n o t f r ie n d ly  w i th  o th e r  s ta te s  o f  th e  w o r ld . 

T h u s  th o se  w h o  a re  a g a in s t yo u  and  th o se  w a n t in g  to  ta ke  

a dva n ta g e  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  w i l l  b u y  th e m  o f f  to  coerce  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q i in to  d is m is s in g  you  fro m  o ffic e . ”

Someone Had a T a lk  w ith Lord Shanyang

S om eone had a ta lk  w i th  L o rd  S h an ya ng  and  s a id , “ T h e  

s ta te  o f  Q in  has c o n fe rre d  th e  area  o f  S h a n ya n g  on  yo u . T h e  

s ta te  o f  Q i has c o n fe rre d  th e  area  o f  Ju  on  yo u . T h e  s ta te  o f  

Q i and th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  d id  so because th e y  e ith e r  a tta c h  

im p o rta n c e  to  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  o r  a d m ire  y o u r  p e rs o n a 1 

b e h a v io u r. N o w  th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  have a tta cke d  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and  occup ie d  th e  area o f  Ju . T h e y  n o t o n ly  pay 

no  a tte n t io n  to  d a m a g in g  th e  re la t io n s  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i.  

b u t a lso  p re v e n t yo u  f ro m  ta k in g  o v e r th e  area  o f  Ju . I 'h is  is
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n o th in g  b u t an in s u lt  to  th e  s ta te s  o f  Q i and  Q in ,  as w e ll as 

lo o k in g  d o w n  u po n  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . ”  So L o rd  S h an ya ng  sen t 

th is  m a n  o n  a d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n  to  th e  s ta te  o f  C hu .

Zhao and Wei Launched a Concerted Attack on Huayang

T h e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  and  th o se  o f th e  s ta te  o f 

W e i la u n ch e d  a co n ce rte d  a tta c k  o n  th e  c i ty  o f  H u a y a n g  o f  the  

s ta te  o f  H a n . H a n  asked  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  fo r  he lp . 

E m is s a r ie s ’ c a rr ia g e s  le f t  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  in  an end less 

s tre a m , b u t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  d id  n o t se n t tro o p s  to  rescue  i t .  

T h e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  to ld  T ia n  L in g ,  

" L o o k ,  o u r  s ta te  is  in  g re a t d a n g e r. A lth o u g h  yo u  a re  s ic k ,  

p lease spend  one day g o in g  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  to  ask fo r  

re in fo rc e m e n ts . ”  T ia n  L in g  w e n t to  see M a rq u is  R ang. 

M a rq u is  R an g  asked  h im ,  “ Is  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  in  g re a t 

d ange r?  W h y  d id  i t  send yo u  h e re ? ”  T ia n  L in g  re p lie d , " I t  

has n o t been in  d a n g e r y e t. ”  M a rq u is  R an g  w as a nge red  and 

s a id , “ I f  i t  is n o t in  d a n g e r, w h y  have y o u  com e here?  W h y  

a re  y o u r  e m issa ries  c o m in g  h e re  in  an  end less  s tre a m  and 

te l l in g  us th a t  yo u  a re  in  severe  d a n ge r?  H o w e v e r ,  yo u  said 

th a t i t  is  n o t ye t in  d a n g e r. W h y  d id  yo u  say so? ”  T ia n  L in g  

s a id , “ I f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  is  re a lly  in  severe  d a n g e r, w e  w i l l  

y ie ld  to  Z hao  and W e i . ”  M a rq u is  R an g  s a id , “ Y o u  do  n o t 

need to  see H is  M a je s ty  in  p e rson . I w i l l  send tro o p s  to  a id  

y o u r  s ta te . ”  W ith in  e ig h t d a y s , th e  tro o p s  o f Q in  b a d ly  

de fea ted  th e  a llie d  fo rce s  o f  Z hao  and W e i in  H u a y a n g .
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Qin Allied with Chu to Attack Qi

T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  tr ie d  to  a lly  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  to  

a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. L in g  X ia n g  had a ta lk  w i th  C hen  Zhen  

and s a id , " T h e  k in g  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  te l l  m e , 

‘ In  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u ,  w h e n  th o se  in c lin e d  to  a lly  w ith  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q i rea lize  th a t C h u  w i l l  n o t u n ite  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  

in  th e  w e s t ,  th e y  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  be c o m m itte d  to  a rra n g e  fo r  

C h u  to  m ake  an  a llia n c e  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. I f  Q i and C hu  

b u ild  an a ll ia n c e , th e  s ta te s  o f  Y a n  and  Z hao  w i l l  n o t dare  act 

a g a in s t th e m . T h u s  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i can c o n fro n t th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in  w i th  th e  a llie d  fo rce s  o f  th ese  fo u r  s ta te s , so i t  w o n ’ t be 

d e fea ted . ’ T h e n  I w i l l  s a y , ‘ D o  yo u  re a lly  w a n t to  a tta c k  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q i?  I f  yo u  d o , y o u ’ d b e tte r  b u y  o f f  th o se  in  fa v o u r  o f 

b u ild in g  u p  an a llia n c e  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i in  th e  s ta te  o f 

C h u . I f  these  peope s to p  le a d in g  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  to  b u ild  an 

a llia n c e  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  C h u  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  s u b m it to  

y o u r  s ta te . D ue  to  th e  s tre n g th  o f  th e  p o w e r fu l Q in  and the  

m ig h t  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u , th e  s ta te s  o f  Y a n  and Z hao  w i l l  

d e f in ite ly  n o t dare  ac t a g a in s t y o u . T h u s  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i w i l l  

becom e is o la te d . ’ P lease le t m e c o n s u lt w i th  th e  k in g  o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q in  fo r  y o u . ”

The People of Han Drove Xiang Jin Out of the State of Zhou

T h e  peop le  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  d ro v e  X ia n g  J in  o u t o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  Z h o u . O n  b e h a lf o f  X ia n g  J in ,  C h e n g  H u i f ro m  th e
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s ta te  o f  Z h o u  had  a ta lk  w i th  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i and 

s a id , “ T h e  s ta te  o f  Z h o u  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  a bso lve  h im  and a llo w  

h im  to  re tu rn . W h y  n o t su gg es t th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o u  le t h im  

go  back  f ir s t?  T h u s  yo u  can w in  o v e r th e  s ta te  o f  Z ho u  

th ro u g h  X ia n g  J in . ”  T h e  k in g  o f  W e i s a id , “ I  see. ”  A g a in  on 

b e h a lf o f  X ia n g  J in ,  C h e n g  H u i had a ta lk  w i th  th e  k in g  o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  H a n  and s a id , “ I t  w as th e  peop le  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  

th a t d ro v e  X ia n g  J in  o u t o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o u . A n d  i t  w i l l  be 

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i th a t  h e lp s  X ia n g  J in  re tu rn  to  Z h o u . C o u ld  

a n y th in g  be b e tte r  th a n  a llo w in g  X ia n g  J in  to  c ro ss  y o u r  s ta te  

to  r e tu rn  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o u ?  T h u s  a lth o u g h  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i 

w i l l  w in  o v e r th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o u  th ro u g h  X ia n g  J in ,  y o u r  s ta te  

w i l l  a vo id  b e in g  a t e n m ity  w i th  h im . ”  T h e  k in g  o f  H a n  s a id , 

“ G o od  idea. ”  T h e n  he a lso  asked th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o u  to  le t 

X ia n g  J in  re tu rn .

Zhang Deng Had a T a lk  with Fei Xie

Z h a n g  D en g  had a ta lk  w i th  F e i X ie  and s a id , “ P lease ask 

C h ild e  N ia n  to  ta k e  a m essage to  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  

as fo l lo w s ;  ‘ Fe i X ie  is  ha te d  b y  th e  s ta te  o f  W e s t Z h o u  and 

c h e ris h e d  b y  th e  s ta te  o f  E a s t Z h o u . H is  p r iv a te  s a v in g s  are 

w o r th  te n  th o u s a n d  y i  o f  g o ld . W h y  n o t e m p lo y  h im  and 

d e s ig n a te  h im  to  be c h ie f o f f ic e r  in  ch a rge  o f  th e  a rea o f  

S anchuan?  T h u s  based in  S a n c h u a n , F e i X ie  w i l l  spend a ll h is  

p r iv a te  sa v in g s  to  c o n fro n t th e  s ta te  o f  W e s t Z h o u  fo r  you . 

W e s t Z h o u  w i l l  h a te  th is ,  so i t  w i l l  g iv e  yo u  p re c io u s  

tre a s u re s  handed  d o w n  fro m  its  deceased s o ve re ig n s  to
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persuade  yo u  to  s to p  F e i X ie  f ro m  d o in g  so. ’ T h e  k in g  o f th e  

s ta te  o f  H a n  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  ta k e  th is  adv ice . W h e n  th e  

s o v e re ig n  o f  th e  W e s t Z h o u  hea rs  o f  th is ,  he w i l l  c e r ta in ly  

a b so lve  yo u  to  p re v e n t yo u  f ro m  d o in g  so. ”

The Yushi o f the County o f An Died

T h e  Y u s h i o f  th e  c o u n ty  o f  A n  d ie d , and  th e  v ice  Y u s h i 

w as  w o r r ie d  th a t  he m ig h t  n o t o b ta in  th is  p o s it io n . A  m an  

f ro m  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  o f S hu  v is ite d  th e  c h ie f o f  A n  on  the  

v ice  Y u s h i1 s b e h a lf and  s a id , “ G o n g s u n  Q i w e n t to  see H is  

M a je s ty  to  re co m m e n d  som eone  to  be th e  n e w  Y u s h i.  B u t H is  

M a je s ty  s a id , ‘ I s n ’ t th e re  a v ice  Y u s h i?  I t  is  v e ry  d i f f ic u l t  fo r  

m e to  re -a rra n g e  th e  f ix e d  ru le  fo r  a p p o in t in g  o ff ic e rs  

th e re . T h e n  th e  v ice  Y u s h i w as im m e d ia te ly  a p p o in te d  to  

be th e  n e w  Y u s h i.

W e i ’ s King Held a Meeting in Jiuli

In  o rd e r  to  re -e s ta b lis h  th e  Son o f  H e a v e n , th e  k in g  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i h e ld  a m e e tin g  in  th e  area o f  J iu l i .  F a n g  X i 

had a ta lk  w i th  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and s a id , “ D o n ’ t 

l is te n  to  h im . B ig  s ta te s  ha te  th e  e x is te n ce  o f  a Son o f 

H e a v e n ,b u t  s m a ll s ta te s  can b e n e fit  f ro m  it .  I f  yo u  and  o th e r  

b ig  s ta te s  re fu se  to  ta k e  h is  a d v ic e , h o w  w i l l  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i 

be a b le  to  re -e s ta b lis h  th e  Son o f H ea ven  to g e th e r  w i th  som e 

o th e r  s m a ll s ta te s ? ”
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Lord Jianxin Looked Down upon Han X i

L o rd  J ia n x in  lo o k e d  d o w n  u po n  H a n  X i.  O n  b e h a lf o f 

H a n  X i ,  Z hao  A o  had a ta lk  w i th  L o rd  J ia n x in  and s a id , “ I f  

yo u  w in  th e  s u p p o r t o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  y o u r  s ta te  can 

s u rv iv e . B u t i f  yo u  lose  i t ,  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be d e s tro y e d . Y o u  

ca n n o t s u c c e s s fu lly  a lly  w ith  o th e r  s ta te s  w ith o u t  w in n in g  

o v e r th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . N o w  yo u  desp ise  H a n  X i because you  

have e s ta b lis h e d  good  re la t io n s  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and  the  

s ta te  o f  W e i. I f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  rea lizes  th a t yo u  have u n ite d  

w ith  C h u  and  W e i,  i t  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  fo cus  on  w in n in g  o v e r th e  

s ta te  o f  H a n . I f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  jo in s  H e z o n g , i t  w i l l  becom e 

less p o w e r fu l and in f lu e n t ia l.  I f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  jo in s  

L ia n h e n g , i t  w i l l  becom e m o re  p o w e r fu l and in f lu e n t ia l.  

T h e re fo re ,  yo u  s h o u ld  n o t choose  th e  la t te r .  I f  th e  s ta te  o f  

Q in  d isp a tch e s  tro o p s  to  a tta c k  th e  re g io n  o f  S a n c h u a n , th e y  

w i l l  c e r ta in ly  m a rc h  to w a rd s  th e  s o u th  to  besiege th e  c i ty  o f 

Y a n lin g . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  roa ds  to  th e  areas o f  S hangca i and 

Z h a o lin g  w i l l  be c u t o f f .  T h e n  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w i l l  be in  

d a n g e r, so i t  w i l l  n o t im m e d ia te ly  com e to  Z h a o ’ s a id . I f  th e  

tro o p s  o f  Q in  c o n q u e r th e  c i ty  o f  H a n d a n , th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  

w i l l  be d e s tro y e d . S o , i f  yo u  w in  o v e r th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  you  

w i l l  be fre e  f ro m  tro u b le .  ”

Duan Chan Had a T a lk  with Lord Xincheng

D ua n  C ha n  had a ta lk  w i th  L o rd  X in c h e n g  and s a id , “ A
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p e rson  t r a v e l l in g  a t n ig h t can re s tra in  h im s e lf  f ro m  

c o m m it t in g  a n y  m is c o n d u c t. H o w e v e r ,  he ca n n o t s to p  a dog  

f ro m  y a p p in g  a t h im . N o w  I am  s e rv in g  as L a n g z h o n g  in  the  

g o v e rn m e n t. I  w o n ’ t  speak i l l  o f  you  in  f r o n t  o f  H is  M a je s ty . 

H o w e v e r ,  I  c a n n o t s to p  o th e rs  f ro m  sp e a k in g  i l l  o f  m e in  

f r o n t  o f  y o u , S ire . P lease th in k  a b o u t th a t .  ”

Duangan Yue Said to Lord Xincheng

D u a n g a n  Y u e  sa id  to  L o rd  X in c h e n g , "W a n g  L ia n g ’ s 

d is c ip le  d r iv e s  a c a rr ia g e  and announces th a t  h is  ho rses  can 

ru n  one  th o u s a n d  Li  in  one day. H e  ru n s  in to  a d is c ip le  o f  Zao 

F u . Zao F u ’ s d is c ip le  sa ys , ‘ Y o u r  ho rses  ca n n o t ru n  one 

th o u s a n d  Li. ’ W a n g  L ia n g ’ s d is c ip le  s a y s , ‘ T h o s e  o n  the  

tw o  s ides a re  s w if t  h o rs e s , and th o se  in  th e  m id d le  a re  a lso  

s w if t  ho rses . W h y  c a n ’ t  th e y  ru n  a th o u s a n d  l i ? ’ Zao F u ’ s 

d is c ip le  a n s w e rs , ‘ W e l l ,  y o u r  re in s  are  to o  lo n g . I t ’ s t ru e  

th a t th e  re in s  o n ly  p la y  a m in im a l ro le  in  d r iv in g  th e  ca rr ia g e . 

H o w e v e r ,  i f  th e y  d o n ’ t  have th e  r ig h t  le n g th ,  y o u r  horses 

ca n n o t t ra v e l one th o u s a n d  Li. ’ A lth o u g h  I  am  u n w o r th y ,  I 

a lso  p la y  a m in im a l ro le  in  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . N o n e th e le s s , th e  

p r im e  m in is te r  has n o t re m o ve d  th e  o b s ta c le s  to  m y  o ff ic ia l 

ca reer. In  th is  case, m y  re in s  a re  a lso  to o  lo n g . ”
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Book 29

The First Volume on Yan

Su Q in  Was About to Advocate Hezong

Su Q in  w as a b o u t to  a dvo ca te  H e z o n g , so he tra v e lle d  to  

th e  n o r th  to  c o n s u lt  w i th  M a rq u is  W e n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n . 

H e  s a id , “ T h e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  has th e  areas o f  C h a o x ia n  and 

L ia o d o n g  in  th e  e a s t, L in h u  and L o u fa n  in  th e  n o r th ,  

Y u n z h o n g  and J iu y u a n  in  th e  w e s t ,  and th e  H u tu o  R iv e r  and 

th e  Y is h u i R iv e r  in  th e  s o u th . I t  has m o re  th a n  tw o  th o u sa n d  

squa re  Li o f  t e r r i t o r y ,  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f a rm ed  

s o ld ie rs ,  seven h u n d re d  c h a r io ts  as w e ll as s ix  th o u s a n d  w a r 

h o rses. In  a d d it io n ,  i ts  s u rp lu s  g ra in  can s u p p o r t th e  n a tio n  

fo r  as lo n g  as te n  yea rs . M o re o v e r ,  i t  has fe r t i le  la n d  a ro u n d  

J ie sh i and M o u n t Y a n m e n  in  th e  s o u th , and  i t  p ro d u ce s  

c h e s tn u ts  and  m il le t  in  th e  n o r th .  E ve n  i f  th e  peop le  m ig h t 

n o t w o rk  in  th e  f ie ld s ,  th e  s ta te  s t i l l  has e n o u g h  g ra in  to  

s u p p o r t th e m . T h e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  can he addressed  as H e a ve n  ’ 

s G ra n a ry . ”

Su Q in  c o n tin u e d , “ N o  o th e r  s ta te  is as le is u re ly ,  

p ea ce fu l and  fre e  f ro m  d is a s te rs  such  as a rm ie s  b e ing  

a n n ih ila te d  o r  g e n e ra ls  b e in g  beheaded as th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  is. 

D o  y o u  k n o w  w h y ?  T h e  reason  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  is  free  

f ro m  a g g re ss io n  and  can d e fe r a n y  in v a d e rs  lie s  in  th e  fa c t th a t 

th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  is  s e rv in g  as a n a tu ra l b a r r ie r  p ro te c t in g  Y a n  

in  th e  s o u th . T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o  have
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engaged in  f iv e  w a rs . T h e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  have w o n  tw o  and 

th o se  o f  Z hao  have w o n  th re e . Q in  and Z hao  have b o th  

becom e e xh a u s te d  because o f  w a r fa re ,  and  as a r e s u lt ,  you  

can ta ke  c o n tro l o f  th e m  w ith  y o u r  u n if ie d  s ta te . T h is  

a cco u n ts  fo r  th e  fa c t th a t  Y a n  has n o t been in va d e d . I f  the  

tro o p s  o f Q in  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  th e y  need to  c ross  th e  

areas o f Y u n z h o n g , J iu y u a n , D a i and  S h an g gu  to  m a rc h  

se ve ra l th o u s a n d  o f l i  to  reach  Y a n . A lth o u g h  th e y  m ig h t 

c o n q u e r som e o f Y a n ’ s c it ie s  and  to w n s ,  th e y  w i l l  n o t be ab le  

to  m a in ta in  th e m  fo r  lo n g . I t  is  c le a r th a t Q in  c a n n o t pose any 

th re a t to  Y a n . I f  th e  tro o p s  o f Z hao  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n , 

a f te r  th e  o rd e rs  a re  is s u e d , h u n d re d s  o f th o u s a n d s  o f  o ff ic e rs  

and m en  w i l l  reach  th e  re g io n  o f  D o n g y u a n  w i th in  te n  days. 

C ro s s in g  th e  H u tu o  R iv e r  and  th e  Y is h u i R iv e r ,  th e y  can 

a r r iv e  in  Y a n ’ s c a p ita l in  fo u r  o r  f iv e  days. H e n c e , i t  is  s a id , 

‘ I f  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  a tta c k  Y a n ,  th e y  need to  m a rc h  m o re  

th a n  one th o u s a n d  l i  to  f ig h t  i t .  I f  th e  tro o p s  o f  Z hao  a tta c k  

Y a n ,  th e y  o n ly  need to  m a rc h  one  h u n d re d  l i .  ’ H o w e v e r ,  

in s te a d  o f  w o r r y in g  a b o u t th e  t ro u b le  th a t  m ig h t be caused by  

th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  loca te d  o n ly  one h u n d re d  l i  a w a y  f ro m  h e re , 

yo u  are  w o r r y in g  a b o u t th e  p ro b le m  th a t m ig h t be caused by  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  loca te d  m o re  th a n  one  th o u s a n d  l i  aw a y . N o  

o th e r  s tra te g y  co u ld  be m o re  u n w is e . H e n c e , I  hope  th a t  you  

can c o n s tru c t an a llia n c e  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao  and in  fu tu re  

a lly  w i th  o th e r  s ta te s  o f  th e  w o r ld .  T h u s  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be 

fre e  f ro m  tro u b le .  ”

T h e  k in g  o f  Y a n  s a id , “ M y  s ta te  is  s m a ll. I t  is  u n d e r the  

th re a t o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  in  th e  w e s t ,  and is  a d jace n t to  th e
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s ta te  o f  Q i and  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  in  th e  s o u th . B o th  Q i and 

Z hao  are  p o w e r fu l s ta te s . N o w  v e ry  fo r tu n a te ly ,  yo u  have 

o ffe re d  m e u s e fu l in s t ru c t io n s  on  a lly in g  w i th  o th e r  s ta te s  and 

th u s  s a fe g u a rd in g  m y  s ta te . P lease le t m e lead  m y  s ta te  to  

fo l lo w  y o u r  in s t ru c t io n s . ”  T h e n  he b e s to w e d  u p o n  Su Q in  

c a rr ia g e s , h o rs e s , g o ld  and  s i lk  and  se n t h im  to  th e  s ta te  o f 

Z hao.

to ;

L i D u i,o r  Lord Fengyang,Thought Nothing o f Su Qin

L i D u i,a ls o  k n o w n  as L o rd  F e n g y a n g ,th o u g h t n o th in g  o f 

Su Q in . W h e n  Su Q in  w as  in  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  on  h is  b e h a lf ,  

som eone had a ta lk  w i th  L o rd  F e n g ya n g  and  s a id , “ I f  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q i and  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  re m a in  e s tra n g e d  fro m  each 

o th e r ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  w i l l  becom e m o re  p o w e r fu l and 

in f lu e n t ia l.  I f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  b u ild  an 

a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  w i l l  becom e less 

p o w e r fu l and  in f lu e n t ia l.  N o w  yo u  are  fa c i l i ta t in g  th e  s ta te  o f 

Y a n  in  a lly in g  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. T h is  is  n o t adva n ta g eo us  

to  y o u r  s ta te . I  p e rs o n a lly  d o n ’ t th in k  i t  is  w ise  o f  yo u  to  do 

th a t .  ”

L o rd  F e n g y a n g  s a id , “ W h y  d o  yo u  say th a t  I  am  

fa c i l i ta t in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  in  a lly in g  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i? ”  

T h e  m an  re p lie d , “ Su Q in  is  ta k in g  c o n tro l o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Y a n . A n d  Y a n  is  a w e a k  s ta te . I t  is  n o t as s tro n g  as th e  s ta te  

o f  Q i in  th e  e a s t, n o r  is  i t  as s tro n g  as th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  in  th e  

w e s t. H o w  can i t  s u rv iv e  w ith o u t  b e in g  backed  b y  Q i fro m  

th e  east and  Z hao  f ro m  th e  w e s t?  N o w  yo u  a re  v e ry

X .  
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u n fr ie n d ly  to  Su Q in . H o w  can Su Q in  sa feg ua rd  th e  w e a k  

Y a n  a lo n e  w h e n  i t  is  is o la te d  b y  o th e r  s ta te s  o f  th e  w o r ld ?  

T h is  is  d r iv in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  to  a lly  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. 

M o re o v e r ,  Y a n  s u rv iv e d  a f te r  a fa ilu re .  I t s  peop le  e n th ro n e d  

th e  c u r re n t k in g  o f  Y a n  o u t o f  e xp e d ie n cy . H e n c e , Y a n  m u s t 

a tta c h  im p o rta n c e  to  a lly in g  w ith  o th e r  s ta te s  as w e ll as 

w in n in g  o v e r p o w e r fu l and in f lu e n t ia l peop le . S o , fo r  y o u r  

s a k e , yo u  s h o u ld  b e fr ie n d  Su Q in  w h e th e r  yo u  l ik e  h im  o r  

n o t. T h u s  yo u  can m a ke  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  and  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i 

s u s p ic io u s  o f  each o th e r. A s  a r e s u lt ,  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  becom e 

m o re  p o w e r fu l and  in f lu e n t ia l.  I f  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i is 

d is t r u s t fu l  to w a rd s  Su Q in ,  i t  is  v e ry  good  fo r  yo u . ”

L o rd  F e n g y a n g  s a id , “  V e ry  good . ”  T h e n  he sen t 

som eone to  see Su Q in  to  e xp re ss  h is  w is h  to  b e fr ie n d  h im .

The W ar in Quan

D u r in g  th e  w a r fa re  in  th e  area o f  Q u a n , th e  tro o p s  o f  the  

s ta te  o f  Y a n  la u n ch e d  tw o  a s s a u lts  on  th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q i b u t c o u ld  n o t de fe a t th e m . T h e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  d id  no t 

send a n y  re in fo rc e m e n ts  th e re  to  a ss is t Y a n . K u a iz i suggested  

to  D u k e  W e n  o f  Y a n ,  “ W e 'd  b e tte r  cede som e la n d  to  the  

s ta te  o f  Q i to  m ake  peace w i th  i t ,  th e n  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  w i l l  

d e f in ite y  send re in fo rc e m e n ts  here  to  h e lp  us. I f  i t  doesn  ’ t 

send re in fo rc e m e n ts  h e re , th e y  w i l l  a lso  be fo rc e d  to  y ie ld  to  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. ”  D u k e  W e n  s a id , “ I  w i l l  do  th a t .  ”  T h e n  he 

asked  G u o  R en  to  cede som e lan d  to  Q i and  th u s  m a ke  peace 

w i th  it .  W h e n  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  hea rd  o f  t h i s , i t  im m e d ia te ly
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sent tro o p s  to  he lp  the  tro o p s  o f Yan.

Duke Wen of Yan Was in Power

W h e n  D u k e  W e n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  w as in  p o w e r ,  K in g  

H u i  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  m a rr ie d  h is  d a u g h te r  to  th e  c ro w n  

p r in c e  o f  Y a n . A f t e r  D u k e  W e n  d ie d . K in g  Y i o f  Y a n  to o k  

o v e r th e  th ro n e . K in g  X u a n  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q i to o k  adva n ta g e  

o f th e  fu n e ra l to  a tta c k  Y a n  and o ccup ie d  te n  to w n s  and 

co u n tie s . Su Q in ,  a lso  k n o w n  as L o rd  W u a n , w e n t to  c o n s u lt 

w i th  Q L s  k in g  o n  b e h a lf  o f  Y a n . H e  b o w e d  tw ic e  to  th e  k in g  

to  c o n g ra tu la te  h im  on o b ta in in g  th e  to w n s  and c o u n tie s . 

T h e n  he ra ised  h is  head and  co n d o le d  w i th  th e  k in g  o n  it .  

Q i ’ s k in g  to o k  h is  d a g g e r, asked  h im  to  s te p  b a c k w a rd s  and 

s a id , “ W h y  d id  yo u  f i r s t l y  say c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  m e and th e n  

r ig h t  a w a y  co nd o le  w i th  m e on  i t ? ”  Su Q in  re p lie d , “ H u n g ry  

peop le  w o n ’ t eat W u  H u i  ( l i t e r a l ly  m e a n in g  c ro w  beak. H e re  

i t  re fe rs  to  th e  rh iz o m e  o f C h in ese  m o n k s h o o d ) because th e y  

w i l l  d ie  a f te r  e a tin g  i t , a l th o u g h  th e y  m ig h t n o t fee l h u n g ry  fo r  

a s h o r t  t im e . N o w  Y a n  is  a w e a k  and s m a ll s ta te . I ts  

so v e re ig n  is  th e  s o n - in - la w  o f  th e  p o w e r fu l s ta te  o f  Q in . Y o u  

have b e n e fite d  f ro m  these  te n  to w n s  and  c o u n tie s . H o w e v e r ,  

th is  w i l l  p ro v o k e  Q in  ’ s deep a n im o s ity  to w a rd s  yo u . I f  th e  

w e a k  and s m a ll Y a n  f ig h ts  in  th e  v a n , Q in  w i l l  send p icke d  

tro o p s  to  fo l lo w  i t  to  a tta c k  y o u r  s ta te . In  th is  case , i t  is 

s im ila r  to  e a tin g  W u  H u i.  ”  Q i ’ s k in g  a s k e d , “ In  th is  case, 

w h a t s h a ll I  do  th e n ? ”  Su Q in  re p lie d , “ W h e n  sages m anage  

som e p ro b le m s , th e y  can change  severe  t ro u b le  in to  good
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fo r tu n e . O u t o f  fa i lu re ,  th e y  can a tta in  g re a t success. O nce  

D u k e  H u a n  o f Q i le t d o w n  a w o m a n , b u t he o b ta in e d  a m o re  

h o n o u ra b le  re p u ta t io n . S im i la r ly ,  H a n  X ia n z i o ffe n d e d  h is  

s o v e re ig n , b u t  th e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e m  becam e c lo se r. 

T h e s e  are  cases o f  c h a n g in g  tro u b le  in to  good  fo r tu n e  o r 

a t ta in in g  a g re a t success o u t o f  fa i lu re .  I f  yo u  ta ke  m y  a d v ic e , 

y o u ’ d b e tte r  r e tu rn  th o se  te n  to w n s  and  c o u n tie s  to  Y a n  and 

a po lo g ize  to  Q in  in  e x tre m e ly  h u m b le  w o rd s . T h u s  Q in  ’ s 

k in g  w i l l  k n o w  th a t  you  re tu rn  these  to w n s  and c o u n tie s  to  

Y a n  because o f  h im ,  so he w i l l  be g ra te fu l to  yo u . I f  Y a n  

re g a in s  these  te n  to w n s  and c o u n tie s  w ith o u t  e x e r t in g  any  

e f fo r t ,  i t  w i l l  a lso  be g ra te fu l to  yo u . T h u s  yo u  can avo id  

p ro v o k in g  deep a n im o s ity  and  e s ta b lis h  v e ry  good  re la t io n s  

w i th  th e m . A s  a re s u lt ,  b o th  Y a n  and Q in  w i l l  be a t y o u r  

se rv ice . A c c o rd in g ly ,  yo u  can issue  o rd e rs  to  p eo p le  a ll o v e r 

th e  w o r ld .  T h u s  yo u  can b u y  o f f  Q in  w i th  an o ra l a g re e m e n t 

and w in  o v e r a ll  th e  s ta te s  o f  th e  w o r ld  a t th e  cos t o f  o n ly  te n  

to w n s  and c o u n tie s . T h e re fo re  yo u  can becom e K in g  o r  at 

leas t L o rd -p ro te c to r .  T h is  w i l l  be a n o th e r  case o f  ch a n g in g  

tro u b le  in to  good  fo r tu n e  o r  a t ta in in g  g re a t success o u t o f 

f a i lu r e . ”  Q i ’ s k in g  w as v e ry  h a p p y , so he re tu rn e d  th ose  

to w n s  and c o u n tie s  to  Y a n  and p re sen te d  i t  w i th  one  th o u s a n d  

j i n  o f  g o ld  to  e xp ress  h is  re g re t. Q i ’ s e m issa ries  k n e lt  d o w n  

to  k n o c k  heads on  th e ir  w a y  th e re ,  e x p re s s in g  th e ir  w is h  to  

t re a t Y a n  as a b ro th e r  s ta te  and  a lso  a po lo g ize d  to  Q in .

Someone Spoke I I I  o f Su Q in in Front of V a n ’ s King

S om eone  sp oke  i l l  o f  Su Q in  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  k in g  o f  the
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s ta te  o f  Y a n  and  s a id , “  L o rd  W u a n  is  th e  m o s t d is h o n e s t 

p e rson  in  th e  w o r ld .  A s  a s o v e re ig n  o f a s ta te  w i th  te n  

th o u s a n d  c h a r io ts ,  yo u  condescend  y o u rs e lf  to  c o n s o rt w ith  

h im  and  o p e n ly  re sp e c t h im  a t c o u r t.  T h is  o n ly  sh o w s  to  

peop le  a ll o v e r th e  w o r ld  th a t yo u  are  a s s o c ia tin g  w ith  a base 

m an . ”  W h e n  L o rd  W u a n  cam e back  fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i,  

V a n ’ s k in g  w o u ld  no  lo n g e r  e m p lo y  h im  in  h is  g o v e rn m e n t. 

Su Q in  to ld  th e  k in g ,  “ I used to  be a p o w e rle s s  p e rson  o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  E a s t Z h o u . A t  th e  t im e  I  cam e he re  to  v is it  y o u ,  I 

w as o f  no  use to  y o u r  s ta te  a t a ll.  H o w e v e r ,  yo u  w e n t to  the  

s u b u rb s  to  w e lc o m e  m e in  p e rs o n , h o n o u re d  m e a t c o u r t  and 

a p p o in te d  m e to  a h ig h  p o s it io n . N o w  I  have been to  Q i o n  a 

d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n  o n  y o u r  b e h a lf ,  reg a in ed  th o se  te n  to w n s  

and c o u n tie s  f ro m  Q i and  p re v e n te d  o u r  s ta te , w h ic h  w as on  

th e  edge o f d e s tru c t io n ,  f ro m  b e in g  d e s tro y e d . B u t yo u  are  

n o t g o in g  to  l is te n  to  m e a ga in . T h e re  m u s t be som eone w h o  

has sp oke n  i l l  o f  m e and ca lle d  m e a d is h o n e s t p e rson  in  f r o n t  

o f  yo u . M y  d is h o n e s ty  is  n o th in g  b u t g oo d  lu c k  fo r  you . 

S uppose  I  w as as h on es t as M r  W e i,  as c le a n -fin g e re d  as Bo 

Y i and  as d u t i f u l  as Z eng  S h e n , th e  th re e  o f w h o m  w e re  the  

m o s t e x a lte d  peop le  in  th e  w o r ld ,c o u ld  I  be a t y o u r  s e rv ic e ? ”  

Y a n ’ s k in g  s a id , “ O f cou rse . ”  Su Q in  s a id , “ I f  I re a lly  w as 

such  a p e rs o n , I  w o u ld n ’ t have  se rved  yo u  a n y w a y . ”

Su Q in  c o n tin u e d , “ I f  I w as as d u t i fu l  as Z en g  S h e n , I  

w o u ld n ’ t  leave m y  p a re n ts  to  spend a s in g le  n ig h t o u ts id e  the  

house  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  f i l ia l  p ie ty . H o w  c o u ld  I 

be a t y o u r  se rv ice?  A s  c le a n -fin g e re d  as Bo Y i w a s , he 

w o u ld n ’ t  fre e - lo a d . H e  co n s id e re d  K in g  W u  as o f  im p e r fe c t
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r ig h te o u s n e s s  and  th e re fo re  re fu se d  to  se rve  a t h is  c o u r t.  H e  

re je c te d  b e in g  p ro c la im e d  as L o rd  G u z h u  and th u s  s ta rv e d  to  

d e a th  on  M o u n t S h o u ya n g . I f  I  w as  such  a p e rs o n , h o w  c o u ld  

I  tra v e l one th o u s a n d  l i  h e re  to  th e  w e a k  Y a n  on  fo o t and 

se rve  y o u , a s o v e re ig n  w h o  is  in  d ange r?  M r  W e i w as v e ry  

h o n e s t. O nce  he had a da te  w i th  a g ir l  and w e n t to  m ee t h e r ,  

b u t she d id n ’ t s h o w  up. So he he ld  a b r id g e  p o s t in  h is  a rm  

w h e n  a d e a d ly  t id e  cam e and w as d ro w n e d . I f  I w as  such  a 

p e rs o n , h o w  co u ld  I  e xp a n d  th e  p o w e r o f  th e  s ta te s  o f  Y a n  

and  Q in  in  Q i and th e re fo re  m a ke  g re a t c o n tr ib u t io n  to  o u r  

s ta te ?  In  a d d it io n ,  in s tea d  o f  b e in g  o n  o th e rs ’ b e h a lf ,  h on es t 

peop le  keep  th e ir  w o rd  fo r  th e ir  o w n  sake. T h is  is  th e  r ig h t  

w a y  fo r  th e m  to  im p ro v e  th e m s e lv e s  b u t is  n e ve r th e  r ig h t  

p a th  fo r  a c c o m p lis h in g  g re a t a ch ie ve m e n ts . M o re o v e r ,  th e  

T h re e  K in g  A n c e s to rs  a rose  one  a f te r  a n o th e r ,  and th e  F ive  

L o rd -p ro te c to rs  reached  th e ir  z e n ith  o f  p o w e r in  tu rn .  N one  

o f  th e m  w e re  a im in g  a t im p ro v in g  th e m se lve s . D o  yo u  th in k  it  

is e n o u g h  fo r  one to  im p ro v e  h im s e lf?  I f  th is  w as th e  case, Q i 

w o u ld n ’ t have sen t re in fo rc e m e n ts  to  Y in g q iu ,  yo u  w o u ld n ’ t 

have  crossed  th e  b o rd e r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f C h u  to  co n q u e r th ose  

areas b e yo n d  o u r  b o rd e r. M o re o v e r ,  m y  o ld  m o th e r  s t i l l  liv e s  

in  E a s t Z h o u . I have le f t  h e r to  w o r k  fo r  yo u  s ince  I  m ade  up  

m y  m in d  to  g iv e  u p  im p ro v in g  m y s e lf  and choose to  

a c c o m p lis h  g re a t a c h ie ve m e n ts  in s te a d . M y  in c lin a t io n  d if fe rs  

f ro m  y o u rs . Y o u  are  a so v e re ig n  engaged in  im p ro v in g  

y o u rs e lf .  H o w e v e r ,  I am  a c o u r t  o f f ic ia l in te n t on  m a k in g  

g re a t c o n tr ib u t io n s . So I  am  g u i l t y  because o f m y  lo y a lty  and 

h o n e s ty . ”
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Y a n ’ s k in g  s a id , “ H o w  can yo u  be g u i l t y  because o f  y o u r  

lo y a lty  and  h o n e s ty ? ”  Su Q in  re p lie d , “ Y o u  d o n ’ t  k n o w  th is . 

O ne  o f m y  n e ig h b o u rs  se rved  as o f f ic e r  in  a d is ta n t area. H is  

w ife  w a s  h a v in g  a lo ve  a f fa ir  w i th  a n o th e r  m an. T h e  h u sb an d  

w as  g o in g  to  com e back . T h e  w ife  ’ s lo v e r  w as  w o r r y in y  

a b o u t i t .  T h e  w o m a n  s a id , ‘ D o n ’ t  w o r r y .  I  have p re pa re d  

som e p o iso n o u s  w in e  fo r  h im . ’ T w o  d a y  la te r ,  th e  h usband  

a rr iv e d  hom e. T h e  w ife  asked  th e  co n cu b in e  to  p re se n t th e  

cu p  o f  w in e  to  h im . T h e  co n c u b in e  k n e w  th a t th e  w in e  w as 

p o iso n o u s . I f  she p re se n te d  i t  to  th e  m a n , i t  w o u ld  k i l l  h im . 

I f  she d iv u lg e d  th e  s e c re t, th e  w ife  w o u ld  be d r iv e n  o u t o f 

hom e. So she p re te n d e d  to  fa l l  to  th e  g ro u n d  and  as a r e s u lt , 

th e  w in e  w as  s p ilt .  T h e  m an  w a s  so a n g ry  th a t  he w h ip p e d  

th e  co n cu b in e . H e n c e , th e  co n cu b in e  saved th e  l i fe  o f  th e  

m a n  and a lso  p re v e n te d  th e  w ife  f r o m  b e in g  d r iv e n  o u t o f 

hom e b y  tu m b lin g  on  p u rp o se  and  s p il l in g  th e  w in e . A lth o u g h  

she w as a v e ry  lo y a l p e rs o n , she c o u ld n  ’ t  a vo id  b e ing  

w h ip p e d . T h is  is  a case th a t  a p e rso n  m ig h t  be g u i l t y  because 

o f  h is /h e r  lo y a lty  and  h o n e s ty . U n fo r tu n a te ly  e n o u g h , m y  

c o n d u c t is  s im ila r  to  th e  co n cu b in e  w h o  s p il t  th e  w in e . I  have 

been engaged  in  e x te n d in g  y o u r  good  re p u ta t io n  and 

b e n e fit in g  o u r  s ta te . N o n e th e le s s , I  have  o ffe n d e d  you . 

T h e re fo re ,  I  am  a fra id  th a t  m y  successo rs  w o rk in g  fo r  you  

w o n ’ t  se rve  yo u  w i th  p u re  lo y a lty  and h o n e s ty . M o re o v e r ,  

w h e n  I  w e n t to  pe rsuade  th e  k in g  o f  Q i ,  I  d id n ’ t chea t h im  a t 

a ll .  S uppose  y o u  had se n t a n o th e r  e m is s a ry  th e re  to  persuade  

h im  w ith  a rg u m e n ts  d if fe re n t  f ro m  m in e ,h e  w o u ld  n o t be ab le  

to  re g a in  th e  la n d  even th o u g h  he m ig h t  be as w is e  as Y a o  and
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Shun. ”

Zhang Yi Wanted to Destroy Hezong and Establish Lianheng 

for Qin and Therefore Went to Confer with Y an ’s King

Z h a n g  Y i w a n te d  to  d e s tro y  H e z o n g  ( re fe r r in g  to  the  

a llia n c e  b u ild  b y  o th e r  s ta te s  to  c o n fro n t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in )  and 

e m p lo y  th e  ta c tic s  o f  L ia n h e n g  on  b e h a lf o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . 

So he w e n t to  c o n fe r  w ith  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  and 

s a id , “ T h e  s ta te  th a t  yo u  w a n t s in c e re ly  to  a lly  w ith  is  the  

s ta te  o f  Z hao. P re v io u s ly ,  th e  k in g  o f Z hao  m a rr ie d  h is  e ld e r 

s is te r  to  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  D a i. In  o rd e r  to  a n n e x  the  

s ta te  o f  D a i,  he m ade an a p p o in tm e n t w i th  th e  k in g  o f  D a i to  

m ee t a t th e  fo r t if ic a t io n s  on  M o u n t G o u z h u . T h e n  he o rd e re d  

som e w o rk e rs  to  m a ke  a b ro nze  D ou  ( re fe r r in g  to  a u te n s il 

used fo r  h o ld in g  o r  c a rry in g  l iq u id ,  such  as a lc o h o l, in  a n c ie n t 

C h in a )  and m a ke  its  h a n d le  e x tre m e ly  lo n g ,  so th a t  i t  co u ld  

be used to  a tta c k  peop le . T h e n  he d ra n k  w i th  th e  k in g  o f  D ai 

and  s e c re tly  issued  an o rd e r  to  th e  c h e f as fo l lo w s ;  ‘ S erve  

som e h o t soup  w h e n  th e  b an qu e t a tm o s p h e re  reaches its  

peak. T h e n  ta ke  occas ion  to  tu rn  a ro u n d  th e  dou  to  a tta c k  th e  

k in g  o f  D a i. ’ So w h e n  th e  b a n q u e t a tm o s p h e re  reached its  

h e ig h t , th e  k in g  o f  Z hao  asked  h is  s e rv a n ts  to  se rve  th e  ho t 

soup . T h e  c h e f p re sen te d  th e  soup  and th e n  to o k  occas ion  tc  

tu rn  ro u n d  th e  dou  to  a tta c k  th e  k in g  o f  D a i. T h e  k in g  ’ s 

b ra in s  f le w  to  th e  g ro u n d  and he d ied  on  th e  sp o t. W h e n  the  

e ld e r s is te r  o f  th e  k in g  o f  Z hao  hea rd  t h is ,  she sh a rpe ne d  h e r 

h a ir p in , s ta b b e d  h e rs e lf w i th  i t  and  a lso  d ie d . H e n c e , M o u n t



т ы

Я о

Ж *1Ш # Гь#Я $ Ш М $ *£ ,*£ 1Я + М > Л ^1Д Ш о  ф ^ г в л  

19Ш?&^МГ611Д»Ш= ^:ВЕЎҒЖ Ш .Ш Т^5Ф,ЛШ ,Ш Ж Ш Й^,

Е № о S E W ^ S S Z S . W

$ £ Е : “Ж Л Ж Ж #& ,Ж *£? ,Ш П #Л ,Ж *£1Д Ж 1Е ,Ш *

1 4 - т

^  T  a  '’J r i t i t & f t  - *  о

S i x *

4 x , E ; x ^ f f l ^ a ^ ^ . # i L ^  

iй x i . X i ^ i i t T  + ж ^ . € > ^ ^ - И ' ё : * а ^ 0 e ,^ i 'J > € ^

4Лf - f . # i k f a ] A b К * .# ^ - 4 1 - ® .

# i jL i ( n 4 - ix  m 5$t-f-S-SI A i jL , ̂  |5] -  >h ̂ Ғ *  -  ^  6 -a ̂  i£ «t

4 ® ,



M o ji w a s  nam ed a f te r  th is  s to r y ,  and peop le  a ll o v e r th e  

w o r ld  a re  fa m il ia r  w i th  i t .  ”

Z h a n g  Y i c o n t in u e d , “ T h e  k in g  o f  Z hao  is  v e ry  ty ra n n ic a l 

and ru th le s s . T h is  is c ry s ta l-c le a r  to  yo u . D o  you  th in k  you  

can re a lly  e s ta b lis h  c lose  re la t io n s  w i th  th e  k in g  o f  Zhao? 

Z hao  d is p a tc h e d  its  tro o p s  to  a tta c k  y o u r  s ta te , besieged the  

c a p ita l c i ty  tw ic e  and th e n  fo rc e d  yo u  to  cede te n  c it ie s  to  it .  

T h e n  i t  agreed  to  re tre a t.  T h e  k in g  o f  Z hao  has a lre a d y  been 

to  M ia n c h i to  pay  hom age  to  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  as 

w e ll as ceded th e  re g io n  o f  H e jia n  to  p la ca te  Q in . I f  you  

re fu s e  to  s u b m it to  Q in ,  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  w i l l  be se n t to  

a tta c k  th e  areas o f  Y u n z h o n g  and  J iu y u a n . T h e y  w i l l  a lso  

coerce  th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  in to  a s s a u lt in g  y o u r  

s ta te . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  re g io n s  a lo n g  th e  Y is h u i R iv e r  and  the  

G re a t W a ll w i l l  no  lo n g e r  b e lo n g  to  yo u . M o re o v e r ,  a t 

p re s e n t , th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  can be co ns ide red  as n o th in g  b u t a 

p ro v in c e  o r  even a c o u n ty  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . T h e re fo re ,  i t  

w i l l  n o t d a re  d is p a tc h  tro o p s  to  a tta c k  Q in  a t a ll.  I f  yo u  a lly  

w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  w i l l  be v e ry  h a p p y  w ith  

yo u . M o re o v e r ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  w i l l  n o t d a re  ta k e  any  

m il i t a r y  a c tio n  a g a in s t yo u  w ith o u t  due re g a rd . A s  a r e s u lt ,  

yo u  w i l l  be backed  u p  b y  th e  p o w e r fu l Q in  in  th e  w e s t and 

fre e  f ro m  tro u b le  caused b y  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and  th e  s ta te  o f 

Z hao  in  th e  s o u th . S o , I  hope  th a t  yo u  w i l l  th in k  a b o u t th is  

c a re fu lly .  ”

T h e  k in g  o f  Y a n  s a id , “ M y  s ta te  is lo ca te d  in  a re m o te  

area. A lth o u g h  I  am  an a d u lt  m a n , I  am  s t i l l  as ig n o ra n t as a 

baby . M y  a rg u m e n ts  a re  n o t o b je c t iv e  e no ug h  to  i l lu s t r a te
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c o rre c t p r in c ip le s ,  and  m y  in te ll ig e n c e  is  n o t e no ug h  to  m ake  

c o rre c t d ec is ion s . I  am  lu c k y  th a t yo u  have g iv e n  m e th is  

a d v ic e , so p lease a llo w  m e to  lead m y  s ta te  to  s u b m it to  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q in  in  th e  w e s t ,  and I  w i l l  a lso  cede to  Q in  f iv e  c itie s  

loca te d  n ea r M o u n t  H e n g . ”

Gong Tuo Was on a Diplom atic Mission to W ei on Behalf 

of Yan

O n  b e h a lf o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  G o n g  T u o  w as o n  a 

d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n  to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. H o w e v e r ,  th e  k in g  o f 

W e i w o u ld n  ’ t  l is te n  to  h im  b u t d e ta in e d  h im  fo r  severa l 

m o n th s  ins tea d . A  p e rson  to ld  th e  k in g  o f  W e i,  “ W h y  d id n ’ t 

yo u  lis te n  to  th e  e m is s a ry  o f  Y a n ? ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ Because 

th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  is  in  c h a o s .”  T h e  p e rson  re p lie d , “ W h e n  

T a n g  w as g o in g  to  a tta c k  J ie ,  he w is h e d  J ie ’ s k in g d o m  w o u ld  

fa l l  in to  chaos. I f  h is  s ta te  is  in  severe  ch a o s , w e  can o b ta in  

som e la n d  fro m  h im . I f  h is  s ta te  is  in  less severe  c h a o s , w e  

can g a in  som e v a lu a b le  th in g s  f ro m  h im . N o w  th e  e m is s a ry  

f ro m  Y a n  has s a id , ‘ I f  yo u  ta k e  a c tio n  a c c o rd in g  to  m y  

a d v ic e , I  w i l l  a dh e re  to  i t  even th o u g h  w e  m ig h t  lose a ll o u r  

te r r i t o r y  and tre a s u re s . ’ W h y  n o t c a ll h im  in  and  have a ta lk  

w i th  h im ? ”  T h e  k in g  o f  W e i w as  v e ry  h a p p y  to  h ea r th is ,  so 

he ca lle d  in  th e  e m is s a ry  and  sent h im  b a ck  to  Y a n .

Su Q in Died

A f te r  Su Q in  d ie d , h is  y o u n g e r b ro th e r— Su D a i w a n te d
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to  ta k e  Su Q in  ’ s p lace. So he tra v e lle d  to  th e  n o r th  to  see 

K u a u th e  th e n  k in g  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  and  s a id , “ I am  an 

o rd in a ry  m an  fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  E a s t Z h o u . I p e rs o n a lly  heard  

th a t  yo u  a re  an e x tre m e ly  r ig h te o u s  pe rson . A lth o u g h  I  am 

u n w is e , I gave  up  fa rm  w o rk  to  pay  a v is it  to  yo u  in  pe rson . 

W h e n  I a rr iv e d  in  H a n d a n , I rea lized  th a t peop le  in  H a n d a n  

th in k  even m o re  h ig h ly  o f  yo u  th a n  peop le  in  E a s t Z h o u  do. 

A s  an a m b it io u s  m a n , I a rr iv e d  a t th e  c o u r t o f  y o u r  s ta te  to  

ob se rve  y o u r  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls  and  lo w - ra n k in g  

o f f ic e rs ,  and  I  fo u n d  o u t th a t you  a rc  re a lly  a w ise  s o ve re ig n  

o f th e  w o r ld .  ”  T h e  k in g  a s k e d , “ W h a t k in d  o f  s o ve re ig n s  can 

be co ns ide red  as w ise  a c c o rd in g  to  y o u r  s ta n d a rd ? ”  Su Dai 

re p lie d , " I  heard  th a t  a w ise  so v e re ig n  w i l l  accept o th e rs  

p o in t in g  o u t h is  o w n  m is ta k e s  and  d is lik e  l is te n in g  to  people  

p ra is in g  h is  s tro n g  p o in ts . So I w a n t to  te l l  yo u  y o u r  

s h o r tc o m in g s . T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i and  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  are y o u r  

e ne m y s ta te s , and  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i are  

you  a llie s . N o w  yo u  a re  jo in in g  th e  e ne m y s ta te s  in  a tta c k in g  

y o u r  a llie s . T h is  is  n o t good  fo r  y o u r  s ta te  a t a ll .  I f  yo u  m ade 

th is  d e c is io n  y o u rs e lf ,  i t  can be co n s id e re d  as n o th in g  b u t 

u n w ise . I f  y o u r  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls  have no t re m o n s tra te d  w ith  you  

to  s to p  yo u  f ro m  d o in g  so , th e y  a re  n o t lo y a l to  yo u . ”

T h e  k in g  s a id , “ I do  n o t d a re  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i o r  th e  

s ta te  o f  Z hao  a n y w a y . ”  Su D ai s a id , “ L e t t in g  o th e rs  d o u b t 

a lth o u g h  yo u  a re  n o t s c h e m in g  a g a in s t th e m  is  m u d d le - 

headed. L e t t in g  o th e rs  k n o w  th a t yo u  a re  s c h e m in g  a g a in s t 

th e m  is  c lu m s y . D iv u lg in g  y o u r  s tra te g y  b e fo re  yo u  ta ke  

a c tio n  is  d a n g e ro u s . I hea rd  th a t you  ca nn o t e n jo y  y o u r  l i fe  o r
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fo o d  due  to  y o u r  w is h  to  re ta lia te  a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. Y o u  

lin k e d  a rm o u r  p la te s  y o u rs e lf  and s a id , * A  s ig n if ic a n t even t 

w i l l  ta ke  p la c e ! ’ Y o u r  w ife  m ade  th e  rope  used fo r  l in k in g  

a rm o u r  p la te s  h e rs e lf and  s a id , ‘ A  s ig n if ic a n t even t w i l l  ta ke  

p la c e ! ’ Is  th is  t ru e ? ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ W e l l ,  i f  yo u  have 

a lre a d y  heard  th is ,  I ca n n o t keep i t  secre t. I  have b o rn  a deep 

g ru d g e  to w a rd s  th e  s ta te  o f Q i and  have been p la n n in g  to  

re ta lia te  a g a in s t i t  fo r  tw o  yea rs . T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i is  m y  

e n e m y ,s o  I  w a n t to  a tta c k  i t .  H o w e v e r ,  I  am  a fra id  th a t  th e  

fo rce s  o f m y  s ta te  a re  n o t s tro n g  e no ug h  to  c o n fro n t Q i. I f  

you  can m ake  m y  s ta te  de fe a t th e  s ta te  o f Q i ,  I w i l l  a p p o in t 

yo u  to  g o v e rn  m y  s ta te . ”  Su D a i re p lie d , “ A lto g e th e r  th e re  

are  seven s ta te s  c o n fro n t in g  one  a n o th e r  in  th e  w o r ld ,  and 

y o u r  s ta te  is th e  w e a k e s t one a m o n g  th e m . Y o u  ca n n o t f ig h t  

o th e r  s ta te s  a lo n e , b u t i f  yo u  a lly  w ith  o th e r  s ta te s , c e r ta in ly  

you  w i l l  becom e m o re  p o w e r fu l and  in f lu e n t ia l.  I f  yo u  a lly  

w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  in  th e  s o u th ,  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  w i l l  

becom e m o re  p o w e r fu l and  in f lu e n t ia l.  I f  yo u  a lly  w i th  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q in  in  th e  w e s t ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w i l l  becom e m ore  

p o w e r fu l and in f lu e n t ia l.  I f  you  a lly  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f H a n  and 

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i lo ca te d  in  th e  c e n tra l p a r t  o f  C h in a , th e  s ta te  

o f  H a n  and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w i l l  becom e m o re  p o w e r fu l and 

in f lu e n t ia l.  I f  th e  s ta te  yo u  a lly  w ith  becom es m o re  p o w e r fu l 

and  in f lu e n t ia l ,  y o u r  o w n  s ta te  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  a lso  becom e 

m o re  p o w e r fu l and in f lu e n t ia l.  A s  fo r  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q i ,  he is  th e  leade r o f  h is  co m p ee rs  and is a v e ry  p e rve rse  

p e rson . H e  has ta k e n  f iv e  yea rs  a s s a u lt in g  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  in  

th e  s o u th ,  and as a re s u lt  used up  a ll th e  sa v in gs  o f h is  s ta te .
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H e  has ta k e n  th re e  yea rs  to  besiege th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  and  as a 

r e s u lt ,  th e  peop le  o f h is  s ta te  are  e xh a u s te d  and th e  o ff ic e rs  

and m en  are t ire d . H e  a lso  engaged in  a w a r  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f 

Y a n  in  th e  n o r t h , a n n ih ila te d  Y a n ’ s a rm ie s  and c a p tu re d  tw o  

g en e ra ls . T h e n  he com m anded  h is  tro o p s  to  m a rc h  to w a rd s  

th e  s o u th  to  c o n q u e r th e  p o w e r fu l S o n g , w h ic h  had fiv e  

th o u s a n d  c h a r io ts , and  a lso  besieged tw e lv e  o th e r  s ta te s . 

A c c o rd in g ly ,  h is  w is h e s  w e re  fu l f i l le d .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  peop le  

w e re  e xh a u s te d . In  th is  case, h o w  c o u ld  he la u n c h  fu r th e r

a tta c k s  a g a in s t o th e r  s ta te s  to  seize th e  te r r i t o r y  he w a n te d

th e n ?  I hea rd  th a t  i f  a s ta te  lau nch es  fre q u e n t a tta c k s  a g a in s t 

o th e r  s ta te s , th e  peop le  w i l l  becom e o v e r ly  b u rd e n e d . A n d  i f  

it  has engaged in  w a r fa re  fo r  a lo n g  t im e , its  m i l i ta r y  fo rce s  

w i l l  becom e e xh a u s te d . ”

T h e  k in g  s a id , “ I heard  th a t  b o th  a c le a r r iv e r  l ik e  th e  

J is h u i R iv e r  and a tu rb id  r iv e r  l ik e  th e  Y e llo w  R iv e r  f lo w in g

across th e  s ta te  o f  Q i can be used to  d e fend  th e  s ta te . In  1319

a d d it io n ,  th e  G re a t W a ll and  th e  H u g e  D ik e  th e re  can a lso  be 

used as fo r t if ic a t io n s .  D oes Q i re a lly  has these  th in g s ? ”  Su 

D a i re p lie d , “ I f  H e a ve n  d o e s n ’ t  b less  i t ,  h o w  can Q i de fend  

i ts e lf  even i f  i t  has b o th  th e  J is h u i R iv e r  and  th e  Y e llo w  

R iv e r?  W h e n  th e  peop le  a re  e x h a u s te d , h o w  can Q i m ake  

good  use o f  such  fo r t i f ic a t io s  as th e  G re a t W a ll and  th e  H u g e  

D ik e ?  P re v io u s ly ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i d id  n o t engage in  w a r  w ith  

o th e r  s ta te s  in  th o s e  areas w e s t o f  th e  Y e llo w  R iv e r ,  because 

i t  w as  ta k in g  p re c a u tio n s  a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao. Q i a lso  

d id  n o t f ig h t  a ny  b a tt le s  in  th o se  areas n o r th  o f  th e  Y e llo w  

R iv e r , because i t  w as ta k in g  p re c a u tio n s  a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f
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Y a n . N o w a d a y s ,  th ose  areas b o th  w e s t  and n o r th  o f  the  

Y e l lo w  R iv e r  have e xpe r ienced  c o u n t le s s  w a rs  and b a t t le s ,  

and  as a r e s u l t , th e  w h o le  s ta te  is e xha us te d .  A n  a r ro g a n t  

so ve re ig n  is d e f in i t e ly  n o t  good  at d ra f t i n g  ta c t ic s ,  and  h ig h -  

r a n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  o f  a s ta te  on  th e  edge o f  d e s t ru c t io n  are 

n o r m a l ly  cove tous . I f  you  re a l ly  can sacr i f ice  y o u r  sons and 

be loved  y o u n g e r  b ro th e rs  and send th e m  to  o th e r  s ta tes  as 

ho s ta g e s ,  as w e l l  as d is t r ib u te  y o u r  p re c io u s  p e a r ls ,  jad e  and 

s i l k  to  th e  be loved  ones o f  o th e r  s ta te s ’ s o v e re ig n s ,  these 

peop le  w i l l  be g ra te fu l  t o  y o u r  s ta te . T h e r e fo r e ,  i t  w i l l  eas i ly  

lead to  th e  d e s t ru c t io n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Song. A s  a r e s u l t ,  you  

can a lso d e s t ro y  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i.  ”  T h e  k in g  s a id ,  “ A t  la s t  I 

have ta k e n  th e  o rd e rs  o f  H e a v e n  because o f  you . ”  Su Dai 

s a id , “ I f  enem ies  lu r k in g  w i t h i n  a s ta te  d o n ’ t jo in  in v a d in g  

t r o o p s ,  th e  s ta te  c a nn o t  be ru in e d .  Y o u  can ta k e  m i l i t a r y  

a c t io n  f r o m  th e  o u ts id e ,  and I  w i l l  jo in  Q i  ’ s g o v e rn m e n t  to  

serve  as y o u r  agen t p ro v o c a te u r  th e re .  T h u s  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  

can be d e s tro y e d .  ”

Kuai Was Enthroned to be King o f the State o f Yan

A f t e r  K u a i  w as e n th ro n e d  to  be k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  

Su Q in  lo s t  h is  l i fe  in  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  W h e n  Su Q in  w as l iv in g  

in  Y a n ,  he and Z i Z h i ,  th e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  Y a n ,  became 

re la t iv e s  th r o u g h  th e  m a r r ia g e  o f  t h e i r  c h i ld re n .  Su D a i  a lso 

had a c lose  f r ie n d s h ip  w i t h  Z i Z h i .  A f t e r  Su Q in  d ie d .  K in g  

X u a n  o f  Q i  re e m p lo y e d  Su D a i in  h is  g o v e rn m e n t .  D u r in g  th e  

t h i r d  yea r  a f te r  K u a i  w as  e n th ro n e d ,  he sen t h is  t ro o p s  to  jo in
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th ose  o f  th e  s ta tes  o f  C h u ,  H a n ,  Z hao  and W e i  to  a t ta c k  the  

s ta te  o f  Q in .  H o w e v e r ,  th e y  d i d n ’ t  w in  th e  w a r .

W h e n  Z i Z h i  w as  th e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  Y a n ,  he w as 

e x t re m e ly  p o w e r fu l  and  to o k  f i r m  c o n t ro l  o v e r  th e  reg im e . O n  

b e h a l f  o f  Q i ,  Su Dai w e n t  to  Y a n  on  a d ip lo m a t ic  m iss io n .  

Y a n ’ s k in g  asked h i m , “ W h a t  do  you  t h in k  o f  K in g  X u a n  o f  

Q i? ”  Su D a i s a id ,  “ H e  d e f in i t e ly  c a nn o t  e s ta b l is h  one  o f  the  

m o s t  p o w e r fu l  s ta tes  and th e re fo re  becom e L o r d - p r o te c to r .  ”  

Y a n ’ s k in g  a s k e d , “ W h y ? ”  Su D a i re p l ie d ,  “ Because he does 

n o t  t r u s t  h is h ig h - r a n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls .  ”  B y  s a y in g  s o ,  Su 

D a i w a n te d  to  encourage  Y a n  ’ s k in g  to  d evo lve  e x t re m e  

p o w e r  on  Z i Z h i .  T h e n  Y a n ’ s k in g  t r u s te d  Z i Z h i  to  th e  

h ig h e s t  e x te n t .  H e n c e ,  Z i Z h i  gave Su D a i one h u n d re d  j i n  o f  

g o ld  in  r e tu r n  w h ic h  he co u ld  spend in  a ny  w a y  he w ished .

A  m an  nam ed  L u  M a o s h o u  to ld  Y a n ’ s k in g ,  “ Y o u ’ d 

b e t te r  e n t r u s t  th e  s ta te  to  Z i Z h i .  Peop le  c o n s id e r  Y a o  a 

pe rson  o f  w is d o m  and  c a p a b i l i t y  because Y a o  o f fe re d  to  

d e vo lve  th e  w o r ld  o n  X u  Y o u .  B u t  X u  Y o u  f i r m l y  re fused  to  

ta ke  i t .  T h e r e fo r e ,  Y a o  co u ld  e n jo y  th e  good  r e p u ta t io n  o f  

re n o u n c in g  th e  w o r ld  a l th o u g h  he d i d n ’ t lose i t  in  re a l i ty .  

N o w  i f  yo u  hand  o v e r  th e  s ta te  to  th e  p r im e  m in is t e r ,  he w i l l  

d e f in i t e ly  dare  n o t  accep t i t .  N o n e th e le s s ,  yo u  can ga in  a h ig h  

r e p u ta t io n  b y  b e h a v in g  l ik e  Y ao . ”  Y a n ’ s k in g  th e n  e n t ru s te d  

th e  w h o le  s ta te  to  Z i Z h i  and  th e re fo re  Z i Z h i  became 

e x t re m e ly  p o w e r fu l .  Som e peop le  he ld  th e  fo l lo w in g  o p in io n ;  

“ Y u  e m lp o y e d  Y i  to  m anage  g o v e rn m e n t  a f fa i r s  f o r  h im  b u t  

a p p o in t  Q i , h is  s o n , t o  be one o f  th e  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls .  W h e n  Y u  

became o ld ,  he d id n  ’  t  t h i n k  Q i  w as  capab le  e n o u g h  to
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a d m in is te r  th e  w o r l d ,  so he d evo lve d  th e  w o r ld  on  Y i .  T h e n  

Q i  s u m m o n e d  h is  o w n  fo rce s  to  a t ta c k  Y i  and  to o k  o v e r  the  

a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  w o r ld  f r o m  h im . T h e r e fo r e ,  Y u  d evo lve d  the  

w o r ld  o n  Y i  n o m in a l ly .  B u t  in  fa c t ,  he h in te d  to  Q i  to  seize i t  

b y  fo rce . N o w  yo u  can ann ou nce  th e  e n t r u s tm e n t  o f  th e  s ta te  

to  Z i Z h i .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  are a l l  u n d e r  the  

lea de rsh ip  o f  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e ,  so yo u  have o n ly  d evo lve d  th e  

s ta te  on  Z i Z h i  n o m in a l l y ,  b u t  in  r e a l i t y ,  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  is 

in  p o w e r .  ’’ T h e  k in g  th e n  co n f isca ted  th e  o f f ic ia l  s ta m p s  o f  a l l  

th ose  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  w i t h  a s a la ry  o f  m o re  th a n  th re e  h u n d re d  

d a n  o f  g ra in  and  p re sen te d  these s ta m p s  to  Z i Zh i.  

A c c o r d in g ly ,  fa c in g  th e  s o u th ,  Z i Z h i  a d m in is te re d  th e  s ta te  

o f  Y a n  l ik e  a rea l sove re ig n .  H o w e v e r ,  K u a i ,  th e  real 

s o v e r e ig n ,d id n  ’ t m anage  g o v e rn m e n t  a f fa i r s  fo r  th e  res t  o f  

h is  l i fe  b u t  acted as i f  he w e re  one o f  th ose  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls .  A l l  

th e  im p o r ta n t  th in g s  in  th e  s ta te  w e re  dec ided e x c lu s iv e ly  by  

Z i Zh i.

T h re e  years  la t e r ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  w as in  severe chaos 

and  th e  peop le  w e re  d issa t is f ied  w i t h  and  h o s t i le  to w a rd s  Zi 

Z h i .  G e n e ra l  Sh i Bei and  C r o w n  P r in c e  P in g  co n sp ire d  a ga in s t 

Z i Z h i and p la nn ed  to  a t ta c k  h im .  X u z i ,  th e  th e n  p r im e  

m in is te r  o f  Y a n ,  to ld  K in g  X u a n  o f  Q i ,  “ I f  you  ta k e  th is  

o p p o r t u n i t y  to  a t ta c k  Y a n ,  you  w i l l  s u re ly  r u in  i t .  ”  S o ,  K in g  

X u a n  sent a m esse ng er  to  in f o r m  C r o w n  P r in c e  P in g  as 

f o l lo w s ;  “ I have h ea rd  a b o u t  y o u r  o u ts ta n d in g  v ie w p o in t s ,  

C r o w n  P r ince . I  k n o w  th a t  yo u  are  g o in g  to  advocate  

a b a n d o n in g  se lf is h  w is h e s  to  serve  th e  s ta te  w h o le h e a r te d ly ,  

re -e s ta b l is h  th e  p ro p e r  o rd e r  b e tw e e n  so ve re ig n  and c o u r t
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o f f i c ia ls ,  and  p ro m o te  th e  c o r re c t  re la t io n s h ip  be tw e en  fa th e rs  

and sons. M y  s ta te  is sm a l l  and th e re fo re  n o t  ab le  to  o f fe r  you  

s ig n i f ic a n t  he lp .  B u t  w e  a re  at y o u r  se rv ice  a n y w a y .  ”  I 'hen  

th e  c r o w n  p r in c e  su m m o n e d  h is  fo rce s  and G e n e ra l  Sh i Bei ’ s 

t r o o p s  to  besiege th e  palace and  a t ta c k  Z i Z h i .  H o w e v e r , t h e y  

c o u ld n ’ t  de fea t h im .  G e n e ra l  Sh i Bei changed  s ides to  a t ta c k  

th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  w i t h  th e  people. G e ne ra l Sh i Be i w as  k i l le d  

in  p u b l ic .  T h e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  had been in  chaos fo r  severa l 

m o n th s  and tens  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  peop le  lo s t  t h e i r  l ives. T h e  

peop le  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  w e re  te r r i f ie d  and  th e re fo re  w e re  

h o s t i le  to w a rd s  th e  reg im e .

M e n g  K e  to ld  K in g  X u a n  o f  Q i ,  “ I f  you  a t ta c k  Y a n  n o w ,  

you  w i l l  g ra s p  th e  same o p p o r t u n i t y  as K in g  W e n  and K in g  

W u  en joyed  be fo re .  Y o u  s h o u ld n ’ t  m iss  i t .  ”  S o ,  K in g  X u a n  

a p p o in te d  G ene ra l T ia n  Z h a n g  to  lead th e  a l l ie d  t ro o p s  o f  f ive  

s ta tes  to  a t ta c k  Y a n  w i t h  th e  h e lp  o f  th e  peop le  l iv in g  in  th e  

n o r th e rn  p a r t  o f  Q i .  T h e  t ro o p s  o f  Y a n  w o u l d n ’ t  res is t and 

th e  ga tes  o f  th e i r  ca p i ta l  rem a in ed  open. K u a i ,  th e  k in g  o f  

Y a n , l o s t  h is  l i fe .  Q i  de fea ted  Y a n  v e ry  b a d ly  and Z i Z h i  f led . 

T h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  th e  peop le  o f  Y a n  e n th ro n e d  C h i ld e  P in g  

( r e f e r r i n g  to  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e )  and he w as addressed as K in g  

Z hao  o f  Y an .

Once Su Q in’s Younger Brother— L i Asked for the 

Permission to Visit Q i ’ s King Through the Introduction of the 

Hostage of Yan

O nce  th ro u g h  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  Y a n ’ s p r in c e  s ta y in g  in
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th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  Su L i ,  th e  y o u n g e r  b ro th e r  o f  Su Q in ,  asked 

fo r  th e  p e rm is s io n  to  pay  a v is i t  to  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  

T h e  k in g  o f  Q i  w as  h o s t i le  to w a r d s  Su Q in ,  so he p la n n e d  to  

d e ta in  Su L i .  Y a n ’ s p r in c e  begged  th e  k in g  to  fo rg iv e  Su L i ,  

so th e  k in g  re le n te d .  T h e n  Su L i  devo ted  h im s e l f  to  th e  k in g  

o f  Q i  and became one  o f  h is  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls .

Z i  Z h i , t h e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,a n d  Su Dai 

became re la t iv e s  th r o u g h  th e i r  c h i l d r e n ’ s m a r r ia g e .  Z i  Z h i  

w a n te d  to  ta ke  c o n t r o l  o v e r  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  so he sent Su 

Dai to  Q i  to  serve  th e  p r in c e  s ta y in g  th e re  as a hos tage . T h e  

s ta te  o f  Q i  sent Su D a i b ack  to  Y a n  to  r e p o r t  on  h is  w o r k  in  

Q i .  K in g  K u a i  o f  Y a n  asked h im ,  " D o  yo u  t h i n k  th e  k in g  o f  

Q i  can becom e L o r d - p r o te c to r ? ”  Su D a i  s a id ,  “  N o ,  he 

c a nn o t .  ”  T h e  k in g  a s k e d ,  " W h y ? ”  Su D a i s a id ,  “ Because he 

does n o t  t r u s t  h is  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls .  ”  T h e n  th e  k in g  o f  Y a n  

a p p o in te d  Z i Z h i to  g o v e rn  h is  s ta te  so le ly .  S h o r t l y  a f te r  t h a t ,  

he d evo lve d  th e  th ro n e  on  Z i Z h i ,  and th e n  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  

lapsed in to  to ta l  chaos. T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i  a t ta c k e d  th e  s ta te  o f 

Y a n ,  k i l le d  K in g  K u a i  and Z i  Z h i ,  and  e n th ro n e d  K in g  Zhao 

to  be th e  n e w  r u le r  o f  Y a n .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  Su Dai and  Su L i  d id  

n o t  da re  r e tu r n  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  and  e v e n tu a l ly  th e y  b o th  

w e n t  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i  t re a te d  th e m  w e l l .

Su Dai Bypassed Wei

W h e n  Su D a i bypassed  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i ,  W e i c a p tu re d  

h im  on  b e h a l f  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n .  T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i  sent 

som eone to  ta k e  a m essage to  th e  k in g  o f  W e i  as fo l lo w s ;
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“ T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i  o f fe re d  to  c o n fe r  th e  lan d  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Song  

on  L o r d  J in g y a n g .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  re fu sed  to  

accep t i t .  I t  is n o t  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  canno t b e n e f i t  f r o m  

e s ta b l is h in g  good  re la t io n s  w i t h  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  o r  g a in in g  the  

land  th a t  used to  b e lo n g  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Song . I t  re fused  

because i t  d id  n o t  t r u s t  th e  k in g  o f  Q i  and M r  Su. N o w  the  

s ta te  o f  Q i  and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  are so h o s t i le  to w a rd s  each 

o th e r  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  w o n ’ t cheat th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  in  th is  

m a t te r .  I f  Q in  t r u s t s  Q i ,  th e y  w i l l  b u i ld  an a l l ian ce  w i t h  each 

o t h e r ,  and L o r d  J in g y a n g  w i l l  ta k e  o v e r  th e  land  o f  th e  s ta te  

o f  Song. I f  th is  is th e  case, i t  is d isa dva n tag eo us  to  th e  s ta te  

o f  W e i.  H e n c e ,  y o u ’ d b e t te r  le t  Su D a i r e tu r n  to  th e  east. 

T h u s  Q in  w i l l  becom e scep tica l and th e re fo re  n o t  t r u s t  Su 

Dai. A s  a r e s u l t ,  Q i  and Q in  w i l l  n o t  a l ly  w i t h  each o th e r ,  

and  th e  w h o le  w o r ld  w i l l  be free  f r o m  t ro u b le .  T h e n  the  

c o n d i t io n s  f o r  a t ta c k in g  Q i  w i l l  m a tu re .  ”  So th e  k in g  o f  W e i  

set Su D a i free. Su D a i w e n t  to  th e  s ta te  o f  S ong  and w as w e l l  

t re a te d  the re .

A fter a Debacle, King Zhao Took Over the Regime and 

Guided the State of Yan

K in g  Z hao  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  g u ide d  th e  s ta te  a f te r  i t  

w as  b a d ly  de fea ted  b y  th e  t ro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  and to o k  

o v e r  th e  reg im e . T h e n  in  o rd e r  to  avenge  th e  s ta te ,  he 

condescended to  a t t r a c t  w ise  and  capab le  s ch o la rs  w i t h  a huge  

a m o u n t  o f  m on ey . H e  w e n t  to  v is i t  M r  G u o  W e i  in  pe rson  and 

s a id ,  “ T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i  to o k  advan tage  o f  th e  severe chaos in
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m y  s ta te  to  a t ta c k  us and th e re fo re  ru in e d  o u r  s ta te . I k n o w  

deep d o w n  th a t  m y  s ta te  is to o  s m a l l  and  p o w e r le s s  to  

re ta l ia te  a ga in s t  Q i .  So I  w a n t  to  w in  o v e r  some w ise  and 

capab le  scho la rs»  so th a t  w e  can a d m in is te r  th e  s ta te  to g e th e r  

and seek revenge  fo r  o u r  deceased so ve re ig n  w h o  los t  h is  l i fe  

d u r in g  th e  w a r .  T h i s  is m y  m o s t  s ince re  w is h .  P lease te l l  me 

h o w  to  re ta l ia te  on  b e h a l f  o f  m y  s ta te ? ”  M r  G u o  W e i  re p l ie d ,  

“ A  p e rson  w h o  can becom e D i w i l l  m ix  w i t h  h is  t u to r .  A  

person  w h o  can becom e K in g  w i l l  m ix  w i t h  h is  f r ie n d s .  A  

pe rson  w h o  can become L o r d - p r o te c to r  w i l l  m ix  w i t h  h is  h ig h -  

r a n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls .  A n d  a so ve re ig n  w h o s e  s ta te  w i l l  be 

ru in e d  w i l l  m ix  w i t h  h is  se rvan ts .  I f  yo u  condecsend  to  serve 

a w ise  and  capab le  sch o la r  and face to w a r d s  th e  n o r th  to  lea rn  

f r o m  th e m ,  sch o la rs  a h u n d re d  t im e s  m o re  o u ts ta n d in g  th a n  

yo u  w i l l  be d ra w n  here. I f  you  are  th e  f i r s t  one  to  ge t up  to  

w o r k  and th e  las t  one  to  go  bed to  r e s t ,  and  ask  o th e rs  fo r  

in s t r u c t io n s  and th e n  m e d i ta te  o n  th e m  s i le n t l y ,  sch o la rs  ten  

t im e s  m o re  o u ts ta n d in g  th a n  yo u  w i l l  he d ra w n  here. I f  you 

do  th e  same as o th e rs  d o ,  peop le  w h o  a re  s im i la r  to  yo u  w i l l  

be d ra w n  here. I f  yo u  s i t  at a ta b le  o r  s ta nd  w i t h  a c ru tc h  to  

issue o rd e rs  a r r o g a n t l y ,  y o u r  s e rv a n ts  w i l l  he d ra w n  here. I f  

yo u  behave r u th le s s ly  and  c r u e l l y  and  sco ld  o th e rs  l o u d ly ,  

y o u r  s laves w i l l  be d ra w n  here. T h e se  m e th o d s  w e re  used by  

peop le  o f  a n c ie n t  t im e s  to  a t t r a c t  scho la rs .  I f  yo u  can select 

w ise  and  capab le  s ch o la rs  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  s ta te  and go  to  v is i t  

th e m  in  p e rs o n ,  peop le  a l l  o v e r  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  k n o w  i t  and  as 

a r e s u l t ,  sch o la rs  w i l l  com e to  Y a n  f r o m  o th e r  s ta tes. ”

K in g  Z hao  s a id ,  “ W h o m  do yo u  t h i n k  s h o u ld  I  v is i t  in
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p e rs o n ? ”  M r  G u o  W e i  s a id ,  “ W e l l ,  I have  hea rd  th a t  

p re v io u s ly  a so ve re ig n  o f fe re d  one  th o u s a n d  y i  o f  g o ld  to  lo o k  

f o r  a s w i f t  ho rse . H o w e v e r ,  he co u ld  n o t  o b ta in  even one in  

th re e  years. T h e n  a c leane r  to ld  th e  s o v e re ig n ,  4 Please send 

me to  lo o k  f o r  s w i f t  horses. ’ So th e  so ve re ig n  sent h im  o u t .  

T h r e e  m o n th s  la t e r ,  th e  c leane r  fo u n d  a s w i f t  h o rs e ,  b u t  th e  

a n im a l  w as  a lre a d y  dead. H e  b o u g h t  i ts  head w i t h  f ive  

h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  and  th e n  w e n t  back  to  r e p o r t  to  th e  

sove re ign . T h e  so ve re ig n  w as  v e ry  a n g ry  and sco lded  h im ,  

‘ W h a t  I  w a n t  is  a l iv e  ho rse . W h y  d id  you  spend f ive  h u n d re d  

y i  o f  g o ld  on  a dead a n im a l? 1 T h e  c leane r  re p l ie d ,  ‘ W e  have 

o f fe re d  f iv e  h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  f o r  a dead h o rs e ,  le t a lone  a 

l i v in g  one. P eop le  o f  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  rea lize  th a t  yo u  are lo o k in g  

to  s w i f t  horses . So s w i f t  ho rses  w i l l  a r r iv e  here  in  no t im e .  ’ 

T h e n  w i t h i n  a y e a r ,  th e y  o b ta in e d  th re e  s w i f t  horses. I f  you  

re a l ly  w a n t  to  a t t r a c t  sch o la rs  to  y o u r  g o v e rn m e n t ,  yo u  can 

s ta r t  w i t h  me. E v e n  a p e rson  l ik e  m e  is a p p o in te d  b y  y o u , 

needless to  say those  m o re  o u ts ta n d in g  scho la rs .  T h e y  w i l l  

t ra v e l  lo n g  d is tan ces  to  com e o v e r  here  to  serve  you . ”  T h e n  

K in g  Z hao  had a palace b u i l t  fo r  M r  G u o  W e i and regarded  

h im  as G ra n d  T u t o r .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  Y u e  Y i  came to  Y a n  f r o m  

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  Z ou  Y a n  came f r o m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  Ju  X in  

came f r o m  th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao. M o r e o v e r ,  sch o la rs  a l l  v ied  w i t h  

each o th e r  in  g o in g  to  Y a n .  K in g  Z hao  co nd o led  peop le  o n  the  

dea th  o f  t h e i r  re la t iv e s  and e x te n d e d  good  w is h e s  to  those  

l iv in g .  H e  a lso  shared  hap p ine ss  and w oe  w i t h  th e  people. 

T w e n ty - e ig h t  years  la t e r ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  became v e ry  

w e a l th y .  O f f ic e r s  and  th e  m en  led c o m fo r ta b le  l ives  and  th e y
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w o u l d n ’ t  h es i ta te  to  c o n f r o n t  a ny  e n e m y  on  th e  b a t t le g ro u n d .  

H e n c e ,  K in g  Z hao  a p p o in te d  Y u e  Y i  to  be C o m m a n d e r - in -  

C h ie f .  T h e n  th e y  u n i te d  w i t h  th e  s ta tes  o f  Q in ,  C h u ,  H a n ,  

Z hao  and  W e i  to  c o n s p ire  to  h a rm  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  and p lanned  

to  la u n ch  co nce rted  m i l i t a r y  a c t io n  on  i t .  T h e  t ro o p s  o f  Q i  

w e re  defeated . K in g  M in  o f  Q i  f led  to  a n o th e r  s ta te . T h e  

t ro o p s  o f  Y a n  chased th e  re t r e a t in g  t ro o p s  o f  Q i  and reached 

th e i r  c a p i ta l - L in z i .  T h e y  seized a ll  i t s  t re a s u re s  and  set f i re  to  

a l l  i t s  palace b u i ld in g s  and  th e  n a t io n a l  a nce s tra l  te m p le .  In  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  o n ly  t w o  c i t ie s — Ju  and J im o  w e re  n o t  

occup ied .

to ;

Qi Attacked Song

T h e  t ro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  a t ta c k e d  th e  s ta te  o f  S o n g ,  

and th e  s ta te  o f  S ong  w as  in  d ange r.  Su D a i th e n  sent a le t te r  

to  K in g  Z hao  o f  Y a n ,  w h ic h  s ta te d , “ A s  one o f  th e  s ta tes  

w i t h  te n  th o u s a n d  c h a r io ts ,  i f  you  send one  o f  y o u r  p r in c e s  to  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  as a h o s ta g e ,  y o u r  r e p u ta t io n  w i l l  become less 

h o n o u ra b le ,  and  y o u r  p o w e r  less in f lu e n t ia l .  I f  yo u  h e lp  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q in  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  S o n g ,  you  w i l l  p lace a huge  

b u rd e n  u p o n  th e  peop le  as w e l l  as spend a lo t  o f  m on ey . I f  th e  

s ta te  o f  S ong  is  de fea ted  and th e  area o f  H u a ib e i  ( r e f e r r i n g  to  

th e  re g io n  n o r th  o f  th e  H u a i  R i v e r )  is d e v a s ta te d , i t  w i l l  

b e n e f i t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  and  as a r e s u l t , y o u r  e n e m y  s ta te  w i l l  

be s t re n g th e n e d  and  y o u r  o w n  w i l l  he w ea kened . A l l  these 

even ts  w i l l  cause severe dam age  to  y o u r  s ta te . B u t  yo u  have 

done  so in  o rd e r  to  rem ove  som e p ro b le m s  and  w in  th e  t r u s t
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o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  T h e  fac t is ,  ins tead  o f  t r u s t in g  y o u r  s ta te ,  

Q i  has become m o re  scep t ica l  to w a rd s  you . H o w e v e r ,  you  

s t i l l  t r y  to  w in  o v e r  Q i .  T h a t ’ s w ro n g .  P la c in g  a huge  b u rd e n  

on  th e  peop le  and sp e n d in g  a lo t  o f  m o n e y  to  d e s t ro y  th e  s ta te  

o f  Song  w i l l  b e n e f i t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  I t  w i l l  n o t  m ake  a ny  

c o n t r ib u t io n  to  y o u r  s ta te  at a l l .  O n  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  w i l l  

ind uce  t r o u b le  fo r  g e n e ra t io n s  to  come. T h e  to ta l  a m o u n t  o f  

th e  land  m a k in g  u p  th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Song  and  the  

reg io n  o f  H u a ib e i  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  is m o re  th a n  

th a t  o f  a s ta te  w i t h  te n  th o u s a n d  ch a r io ts .  I f  i t  is annexed  by  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  Q i ’ s t e r r i t o r y  w i l l  be d o u b le d  in  size. T h e  

areas o f  th e  n ine  Y i  Peop les  a m o u n t  to  seven h u n d re d  square  

l i .  A d d in g  th e  t e r r i t o r ie s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  L u  and  th e  s ta te  o f  

W e i И , i t  is la rg e r  th a n  th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  a s ta te  w i t h  ten  

th o u s a n d  ch a r io ts .  I f  i t  is a nnexed  b y  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  Q i ’ s 

t e r r i t o r y  w i l l  be t re b le d  in  size. R e g a rd in g  th e  m i l i t a r y  p o w e r  

o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  i t  is n o t  ab le  to  c o n f ro n t  even one  Q i , b u t  

n o w  in  th is  case, i t  w o u ld  be fo rced  to  f i g h t  th re e  Q is .  Y a n  

w i l l  c e r ta in ly  be in  severe t r o u b le !

“ A l t h o u g h  th e  s i tu a t io n  is v e ry  seve re , I heard  th a t  a 

w is e  p e rson  can t u r n  m is fo r tu n e  in to  fo r t u n e  and succeed on  

th e  basis o f  p re v io u s  fa i lu re .  Som e peop le  in  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  

m ade a m ess o f  th e  w h i te  s i l k  b y  d y e in g  i t  p u rp le .  H o w e v e r ,  

th e  p r ice  rose b y  te n  t im es .  G o u  J ia n , t h e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  

Y u e , w a s  c o n f in e d  in  K u a i j i ,  b u t  he f in a l l y  de fea ted  th e  s ta te  

o f  W u ,  e s tab l ish ed  Y u e  as a m o s t  p o w e r fu l  s ta te  and became 

L o r d - p r o te c t o r  h im s e l f .  T h e se  a re  cases o f  t u r n in g  m is fo r tu n e  

in to  f o r t u n e  and rea ch in g  success th ro u g h  th e  e xpe r ie nce  o f
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f o rm e r  fa i lu re .  D o  yo u  w a n t  to  t u r n  y o u r  m is fo r tu n e  in to  

fo r tu n e  and  ach ieve  success on  th e  bas is  o f  y o u r  f o r m e r  fa i lu re  

as w e l l?  I f  yo u  d o ,  th e  best w a y  is to  respect th e  k in g  o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q i  as a L o r d - p r o te c to r  and pay  hom age  to  h im . 

E n t r u s t  h im  w i t h  p re s id in g  o v e r  m e e t in g s  w h ic h  a re  he ld  to  

pay  hom age  to  th e  Son  o f  H e a v e n  o f  th e  Z h o u  D y n a s ty  and are 

p a r t ic ip a te d  b y  a ll  o th e r  s ta tes  ’ sove re igns . B u rn  a l l  the  

ta l l ie s  issued b y  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  to  o th e r  s ta tes  in  th e  w o r ld  

and m ake  an ag ree m e n t w i t h  h im  as f o l lo w s ;  ‘ T h e  best th in g  

is to  de fea t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  and  th e  second best is to  

su pp re ss  i t  f o r  good . ’ B e ing  supp ressed  and fo rce d  to  w a i t  fo r  

th e  day  to  be d e s t ro y e d  w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  w o r r y  th e  k in g  o f  Q in .  

Q in  has been th e  leader o f  th e  a l l ian ce  b u i l t  w i t h  o th e r  s ta tes  

f o r  f ive  successive g e n e ra t io n s ,  b u t  n o w  i t  w i l l  he coerced in to  

s u c c u m b in g  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  in n e rm o s t  

w is h  o f  th e  k in g  o f  Q in ,  he w i l l  n o t  h e s i ta te  to  engage in  a 

w a r  w i t h  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  at a ny  cost. S o ,  w h y  n o t  send a 

p e rson  o f  no  p o s i t io n  at a l l  to  Q in  to  co n v in ce  th e  k in g  o f  the  

s t r a te g y  o f  p u t t in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  in  t ro u b le .  H e  can te l l  the  

k i n g ,  ‘ I f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  and th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  de fea t the  

s ta te  o f  S o n g ,  i t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  and  as a r e s u l t , 

th e y  w i l l  pay  hom ag e  to  Q i  and reg a rd  Q i  as s u p e r io r  

them se lve s .  B u t  th is  is d isa dva n tag eo us  to  b o th  Y a n  and 

Zhao. W h y  are th e y  s t i l l  d e te rm in e d  to  do  so a l t h o u g h  i t  is 

d isa dva n tag eo us?  Because th e y  d o n ’ t  t r u s t  yo u .  In  th is  case, 

w h y  n o t  send some re l ia b le  peop le  to  Y a n  and  Z hao  to  w in  

th e m  o ve r?  Y o u  can send L o r d  J in g y a n g  and L o r d  G a o l in g  to  

Y a n  and  Z hao  re s p e c t iv e ly  in  advance. I f  you  are g o in g  to  ta ke
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a c t io n ,  yo u  can use th e m  as hos tages  in  these t w o  sta tes. 

T h u s  th e y  w i l l  t r u s t  you . N a m in g  y o u rs e l f  as th e  W e s t D i  th e  

k in g  o f  Z hao  as th e  C e n t ra l  D i  and th e  k in g  o f  Y a n  th e  N o r th  

D i ,  yo u  th re e  D is  can th e n  issue o rd e rs  to  th e  sove re ig ns  o f  

o th e r  s ta tes  o f  th e  w o r ld .  I f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and  th e  s ta te  o f  

W e i  I  re fuse  to  ta ke  o rd e r ,  th e  t ro o p s  o f  y o u r  s ta te  can a t ta c k  

th e m .  I f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  re fuses  to  ta ke  o rd e r ,  th e  s ta tes  o f  

Y a n  and Z hao  can a ssau lt  i t .  I f  t h is  is  th e  case, w h ic h  s ta te  

w i l l  dare  re fuse  to  l is te n  to  you?  W h e n  th e y  a re  o be d ie n t  to  

y o u , yo u  can c o m m a n d  H a n  and W e i  I  to  a t ta c k  Q i  w i t h  the  

p ro m is e  th a t  yo u  w i l l  r e tu r n  th e  land  Q i  seized f r o m  S ong  and 

th e  re g io n  o f  H u a ib e i  ta k e n  b y  Q i  f r o m  C hu  to  th e i r  o r ig in a l  

o w n e rs .  R e t u r n in g  th e  lan d  f o r m e r l y  b e lo n g in g  to  Song  and 

th e  re g io n  o f  H u a ib e i  can b e n e f i t  b o th  Y a n  and  Z hao  at the  

same t im e .  E n t h r o n in g  th re e  D is  is in  accordance  w i t h  the  

in n e rm o s t  w is h  o f  Y a n  and  Z hao  as w e l l .  T h e y  w i l l  ga in  

s u b s ta n t ia l  p r o f i t  as w e l l  as f u l f i l  t h e i r  w ish e s  and b y  so d o in g  

o b ta in  a h ig h  r e p u ta t io n .  Y a n  and Zhao  w i l l  desert th e  s ta te  o f  

Q i  ju s t  l i k e  d is c a rd in g  a p a i r  o f  w o r n  shoes. I f  yo u  d o n ’ t 

fo cus  o n  w in n in g  o v e r  Y a n  and  Z h a o ,  th e  k in g  o f  Q i  w i l l  be 

ab le  to  e s ta b l is h  a m o s t  p o w e r fu l  s ta te  and  becom e L o r d -  

p ro te c to r  h im s e l f .  I f  th is  is th e  case, a l l  o th e r  sove re ig ns  w i l l  

s h o w  reve rence  to  Q i .  I f  yo u  re fu se  to  f o l lo w  th e m  to  do  so , 

y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be invaded . I f  yo u  f o l lo w  th e m ,  i t  w i l l  h a rm  

y o u r  r e p u ta t io n .  I f  yo u  d o n ’ t  w in  o v e r  Y a n  and Z h a o ,  y o u r  

r e p u ta t io n  w i l l  become less h o n o u ra b le  and  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be 

in  d ange r.  I f  yo u  w in  o v e r  Y a n  and  Z h a o ,  y o u r  r e p u ta t io n  w i l l  

becom e m o re  h o n o u ra b le  and  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be safe. Л  w ise
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p erson  w o u ld  n o t  re jec t  h o n o u r  and s a fe ty  and choose 

d is h o n o u r  and  p e r i l .  ’ W h e n  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  hears  these 

w o r d s ,  he w i l l  be shocked  to  th e  core. S o ,  w h y  n o t  send an 

in te l l ig e n t  p e rson  to  co nv ince  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  o f  th is  s t ra te g y ?  

Then Q in  w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  send t ro o p s  to  a t ta c k  Q i.  W in n in g  

o v e r  Q in  s h o u ld  be y o u r  p r im e  d ip lo m a t ic  p o l ic y ,  and 

a t ta c k in g  Q i  w i l l  b r in g  a b o u t  ju s t i f ie d  p ro f i t .  A  sage 

so ve re ig n  w i l l  respect h is  best a l l y  as w e l l  as seek ju s t i f ia b le  

p ro f i t .  ”

K in g  Zhao  o f  Y a n  th o u g h t  h ig h ly  o f  th is  le t te r  and  sa id ,  

“ O u r  ance s to rs  used to  do  a lo t  o f  fa v o u rs  to  Su Dai.  D u r in g  

th e  re b e l l io n  s t i r r e d  up  b y  Z i Z h i ,  Su D a i le f t  m y  s ta te . I f  w e  

re a l ly  w a n t  to  seek revenge  u po n  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  w e  canno t 

do  th a t  w i t h o u t  Su Dai. ’’ T h e n  he reca l led  Su D a i ,  and 

s ta r te d  t r e a t in g  h im  w e l l  aga in . H e  p la n n e d  w i t h  Su D a i to  

a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  and f in a l l y  de fea ted  i t .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  

K in g  M in  o f  Q i  f led .

Su Dai Had a T a lk  with King Zhao of Yan

Su D a i had a t a l k  w i t h  K in g  Zhao  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  and 

s a id ,  “ S uppose  th e re  w as a person  h e re ,  w h o  w e re  as f u l l  o f  

f i l i a l  p ie ty  as Z eng  Shen  and  X ia o  J i ,  as hones t as W e i  Gao 

and  as c le a n - f in g e re d  as Bao J iao  and  Sh i Q iu .  I f  a pe rson  

b e a r in g  these  th re e  v i r tu e s  w e re  at y o u r  s e rv ic e ,  w h a t  w o u ld  

y o u  t h i n k  o f  i t ? ”  T h e  k in g  s a id ,  “ I f  t h is  w e re  th e  case, I 

w o u ld  be v e ry  sa t is f ied . "  Su D a i r e p l ie d ,  “ I f  yo u  are sa t is f ied  

w i t h  t h a t ,  I  w o u ld  r a th e r  n o t  be in  y o u r  serv ice. I w o u ld
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f o l l o w  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  n o t  t a k in g  a n y  a c t io n  a c t iv e ly  and 

th e re fo re  go  back  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o u  to  w o r k  in  th e  f ie ld s  to  

g r o w  c ro p s  to  feed m y s e l f  as w e l l  as w eave  to  p ro v id e  c lo th e s  

f o r  m y s e l f . ”  T h e  k in g  a s k e d ,  “ W h y ? ”  Su D a i re p l ie d ,  “ A  

m an  as d u t i f u l  as Z eng  Shen  and X ia o  J i w o u ld  do  n o th in g  

e xcep t t a k in g  good  care o f  h is  p a ren ts .  A  m an  as h on es t  as 

W e i  G ao  w o u ld  s im p ly  n o t  cheat o th e rs .  A n d  m en  as c lean- 

f in g e re d  as Bao J iao  and  S h i Q iu  w o u ld  s im p ly  re fuse  to  steal. 

B u t  I  am  a person  w i t h  a m b it io u s  goa ls . I n  m y  o p in io n ,  a 

p e rson  c a nn o t  becom e p o w e r fu l  and  in f lu e n t ia l  s im p ly  because 

he is c le a n - f in g e re d ,  n o r  can he m a k e  g re a t  c o n t r ib u t io n  due 

o n ly  to  h is  r ig h teo ue sne ss .  Benevo lence  and r ig h te o u s n e s s  are 

p r in c ip le s  w h ic h  peop le  adhe re  to  to  im p ro v e  them se lves . 

H o w e v e r ,  th e y  are b y  no  m eans  th e  r ig h t  w a y s  f o r  an 

a m b i t io u s  m an  to  reach  h is  ideals . ”

T h e  k in g  a s k e d ,  “ D o n ’ t  yo u  t h i n k  im p r o v in g  o n e s e l f  is 

e n o u g h ? ”  Su D a i  re p l ie d ,  “  I f  im p r o v in g  o n e se l f  is 

s a t is fa c to r y ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w o u ld  n o t  cove t those  areas 

o u ts id e  th e  F o r t i f i c a t io n s  o f  X ia o .  T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i  w o u ld  n o t  

co ve t  th ose  o u ts id e  Y in g q iu ,  and  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  w o u ld  n o t  

co ve t  th e  lan d  b eyo nd  th e  J u s h u i  and  th e  Z h a n g s h u i  R ive rs .  

T h e  T h r e e  K in g  A n c e s to r s  rep laced  one a n o th e r ,  and  th e  F iv e  

L o r d - p r o te c t o r s  m o d i f ie d  t h e i r  po l ic ies  a f te r  t a k in g  ove r  

p o w e r .  N o n e  o f  th e m  w a s  sa t is f ie d  o n ly  w i t h  im p ro v in g  

them se lve s .  I f  im p r o v in g  o n e s e l f  is e n o u g h ,  I  s h o u ld  go  back 

to  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o u  to  g r o w  c ro p s  f o r  m y s e l f .  W h y  w o u ld  I 

com e here  to  b o th e r  yo u  a t y o u r  c o u r t?  W h e n  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  

o ccup ied  th e  re g io n  o f  Z h a n g w u ,  a l l  o th e r  s ta te s ’ sove re igns
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faced th e  n o r th  and  pa id  hom ag e  to  th e  th e n  k in g  o f  C hu .  

W h e n  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  seized th e  area o f  Z h a n g w u ,  a l l  o th e r  

s ta te s ’  sove re ig ns  faced th e  w e s t  and s h ow ed  reve rence  to  the  

th e n  k in g  o f  Q in .  S h o u ld  o u r  s ta te  have m a in ta in e d  th e  p o w e r  

and  t e r r i t o r y  c o n fe r re d  on  us b y  th e  Z h o u  D y n a s ty  in  fo rm e r  

t im e s ,  o th e r  s ta te s ’ sove re ig ns  w o u ld  n o t  go  a n y w h e re  else to  

pay  hom age. I  hea rd  th a t  a so ve re ig n  good  at t a k in g  m i l i t a r y  

a c t io n  w i l l  assess th e  s t r e n g th  o f  h is  s ta te  and  w e ig h  up  the  

p o w e r  o f  h is  m i l i t a r y  fo rces  f i r s t ,  so he can ach ieve  m a x im u m  

success and  ga in  a h ig h  re p u ta t io n .  O n  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  a 

so ve re ig n  c lu m s y  at t a k in g  m i l i t a r y  a c t io n  w i l l  n o t  assess the  

s t r e n g th  o f  h is  s ta te  o r  w e ig h  u p  th e  p o w e r  o f  h is  m i l i t a r y  

fo rces  f i r s t .  So he w i l l  n o t  ach ieve  g re a t  success o r  ga in  a h ig h  

r e p u ta t io n .  I  k n o w  th a t  yo u  are t h in k in g  o f  m a rc h in g  to w a rd s  

th e  east to  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  ”

T h e  k in g  a s k e d ,  “ H o w  c o u ld  yo u  k n o w  t h a t ? ”  Su Dai 

r e p l ie d ,  " Y o u  once c l im b e d  up  a h i l l  to  lo o k  to w a r d s  th e  east 

w i t h  h a lb e r t  and  sh a rp  s w o r d ,  and  yo u  a lso  g ro an ed  a t th a t  

t im e .  T h a t ’ s h o w  I  rea lized  i t .  W u  H u o  w as  ab le  to  l i f t  as 

m u c h  as one  th o u s a n d  j u n ,  b u t  he needed som eone  to  ta ke  

care o f  h im  w h e n  he reached th e  age o f  e ig h ty .  H e n c e ,  

a l th o u g h  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  is s t r o n g ,  i t  w i l l  become e xhaus ted  

due to  th e  w a r  w i t h  th e  s ta te  o f  Song  in  th e  w e s t  and th e  f i g h t  

w i t h  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  in  th e  s o u th .  H e n c e ,  th e  t r o o p s  o f  Q i  

can be de fea ted  and th e  area o f  H e j ia n  can be conquered . ”  

T h e  k in g  o f  Y a n  s a id ,  “ V e r y  good. I w i l l  a p p o in t  yo u  to  be 

S h a n g q in g  ( r e f e r r i n g  to  one  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  ra n k s  o f fe re d  b y  a 

s t a t e ) ,  p re sen t yo u  w i t h  one  h u n d re d  c a r r ia g e s ,  and th e n
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send yo u  to  th e  east on  a d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n . W h a t do  you 

th in k  o f  th a t? ”  Su D a i re p lie d , “ I f  y o u  are  d o in g  so o u t o f 

p r iv a te  a f fe c t io n ,  w h y  n o t o f fe r  these  th in g s  to  y o u r  o w n  

s o n s , u n c le s  on  b o th  y o u r  fa th e r ’ s s ide and y o u r  m o th e r ’ s 

s id e , o r  even y o u r  b a b y  g ra n d c h ild re n ?  In s te a d  o f  p re s e n tin g  

th e m  w ith  these  th in g s ,  yo u  w i l l  b e s to w  th e m  o n  such  an 

in ca p a b le  p e rson  l ik e  m e. W h y ?  J u d g in g  b y  y o u r  o w n  

s ta n d a rd s , w h a t k in d  o f  p e rson  do yo u  th in k  I  am ? I am 

s e rv in g  yo u  w i th  a b s o lu te  lo y a lty  and h o n e s ty . H o w e v e r ,  I 

fe a r th a t I m ig h t  o ffe n d  th e  peop le  a ro u n d  yo u  due to  m y  

lo y a lty  and h o n e s ty . ”

T h e  k in g  a s k e d , “ H o w  can a c o u r t o f f ic ia l t r y in g  h is  best 

to  se rve  th e  s ta te  c o m m it a n y  s in s ? "  Su D a i re p lie d , "P le a s e  

le t m e g ive  yo u  an  e xa m p le . T h e re  is a s to ry  th a t to o k  p lace 

in  th e  area o f  S h a n g d i in  th e  s ta te  o f  Z ho u . A  m an  had 

w o rk e d  in  a n o th e r  area fo r  th re e  yea rs  w ith o u t  c o m in g  back 

hom e even once. H is  w ife  d eve loped  a lo ve  a f fa ir  w i th  a n o th e r  

m an . H e r  lo v e r  s a id , ‘ W h a t w i l l  happen  i f  y o u r  h u sb an d  

com es back  som e d a y ? ’ T h e  w o m a n  s a id , ‘ D o n ’ t  w o r ry .  I 

have a lre a d y  m ade  som e p o s io n o u s  w in e  fo r  h im . ’ A f t e r  a 

s h o r t t im e ,  th e  h u sb an d  d id  com e back . T h e n  th e  w ife  

o rd e re d  a co n cu b in e  to  p re se n t th e  p o iso n o u s  w in e  to  the  

h usb an d . T h e  co n cu b in e  k n e w  th e  s e c re t, and  she s to pp ed  

h a lfw a y ,  m e d ita te d  on  i t  and s o lilo q u iz e d , ‘ I f  I  le t th e  m a s te r 

d r in k  th e  w in e ,  he w i l l  lose  h is  life . I f  I  d iv u lg e  th is  secre t to  

h im , he w i l l  d r iv e  th e  m is tre s s  o u t o f  hom e. R a th e r  th a n  

k i l l in g  m y  m a s te r o r  b a n is h in g  m y  m is tre s s , i t  w o u ld  be 

b e t te r  i f  I  p re te n d  to  fa l l  o v e r and  s p il l  th e  w in e . ’ So she
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p re te n d e d  to  fa in t ,  fe l l  o v e r and s p il t  th e  w in e . T h e  w ife  

s a id , 4 L o o k ,  I  have p re p a re d  som e fin e  w in e  fo r  yo u  because 

you  have tra v e lle d  such  a lo n g  d is ta n ce  to  com e back  hom e. 

B u t th e  co n cu b in e  s p il t  i t  w h e n  c a r ry in g  i t  to  y o u . ’ T h e  

h u sb an d  d id  n o t k n o w  th e  t r u t h ,  so he t ie d  u p  th e  co n cu b in e  

and w h ip p e d  h e r. T h e  co n cu b in e  w as w h ip p e d  because o f  h e r 

lo y a lty  and  h o n e s ty . N o w  I  am  g o in g  to  go  on  a d ip lo m a t ic  

m is s io n  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i fo r  y o u , b u t I  am  a fra id  th a t th e  

peop le  a ro u n d  you  m ig h t n o t u n d e rs ta n d  m y  lo y a lty  and 

h o n e s ty  to  yo u . I  hea rd  t h a t4 T h e  s o ve re ig n  w ith  a s ta te  w ith  

one th o u sa n d  c h a r io ts  w i l l  n o t le t h im s e lf  be c o n tro lle d  b y  h is  

c o u r t o ff ic ia ls . T h e  p a tr ia rc h  o f  a fa m ily  w i th  te n  ca rr iag es  

w i l l  n o t le t h im s e lf  be c o n tro lle d  b y  a n y  fa m ily  m em eb e rs . A  

c o m m o n  s c h o la r  o f  no  p o w e r o r  c a rr ia g e  w i l l  n o t le t h im s e lf  be 

c o n tro lle d  by  h is  w ife  o r  co n cu b in e . ’ N ee d le ss  to  say w h a t a 

w o r th y  s o v e re ig n  o f  o u r  t im e  w o u ld  choose to  do. I w i l l  leave 

n o w ,  and  I  hope  th a t yo u  w i l l  n o t le t  y o u rs e lf  be c o n tro lle d  by  

th e  c o u r t o ff ic ia ls .  ”

The King o f Yan Had a T a lk  w ith Su Dai

T h e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  had a ta lk  w i th  Su D a i and 

s a id , “ I  ha te  th e  a rg u m e n ts  o f  th o s e  d e c e it fu l pe rsua s ive  

ta lk e rs  v e ry  m u c h ! ”  Su D a i re p lie d , “ T h e  peop le  o f  th e  area 

o f  Z h o u  lo o k  d o w n  u po n  m a tc h m a k e rs  because th e y  o v e rra te  

th e  q u a lit ie s  o f  b o th  sides. I f  a m a tc h m a k e r  a rr iv e s  a t a m a n ’ s 

h o u s e , h e /s h e  w o u ld  say th e  g ir l  h e /s h e  is  g o in g  to  in tro d u c e  

to  th e  m an  is  b e a u tifu l.  I f  h e /s h e  a rr iv e s  a t a g i r l ’ s h o u se ,
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h e /s h e  w o u ld  say th e  m an  h e /s h e  is  g o in g  to  in tro d u c e  to  th e  

g ir l  is  w e a lth y . N o n e th e le s s , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  c u s to m  o f 

Z h o u , a m an  s h o u ld n ’ t  m a r ry  a w o m a n  o n  h is  o w n . O n  th e  

o th e r  h a n d , i f  th e re  is  no  m a tc h m a k e r to  k n o t th e  t ie ,  a 

w o m a n  s h o u ld  re m a in  s in g le  fo r  life . I f  a w o m a n  e x p la in e d  

h e r s tro n g  p o in ts  to  a m an  a lone  w ith o u t  th e  h e lp  o f  a 

m a tc h m a k e r , she w o u ld n ’ t  be accep ted  a n y w a y  a lth o u g h  she 

m ig h t  becom e o ld  and th e re fo re  no lo n g e r  b e a u tifu l.  O n ly  

w i th  th e  h e lp  o f  m a tc h m a k e rs  can m en  and w o m e n  m a r ry  

w ith o u t  w a it in g  t i l l  th e y  a re  no  lo n g e r  y o u n g  o r  p re t ty .  So 

w ith o u t  u s in g  t r ic k s  o r  re ly in g  on  som e o th e r  p o w e rs , any  

u n d e r ta k in g s  w i l l  re s u lt  in  fa ilu re . O n ly  th o se  d e c e it fu l,  

p e rsua s ive  ta lk e rs  can co n v in ce  you  peop le  to  reap w h e re  you 

h a v e n ’ t  s o w n . ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ I  see. ”
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Book 30

The Second Volume on Yan

Qin Summoned V a n ’ s King

T h e  k in g  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  su m m on ed  K in g  Z hao  o f  the  

s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  and  K in g  Z hao  w as p re p a re d  to  go. Su D ai 

s to p p e d  K in g  Z hao  and  s a id , “ A f t e r  th e  s ta te  o f C h u  occup ied  

Z h i , C h u  w as  on  th e  edge o f  d e s tru c t io n . A f te r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i 

o ccup ie d  th e  s ta te  o f  S o n g , Q i w as  a lso  o n  th e  edge o f 

p e rd it io n . A lth o u g h  Q i seized th e  te r r i t o r y  o f  S ong and  C hu  

to o k  o v e r th e  re g io n  o f Z h i,  th e y  s t i l l  fa ile d  to  e s ta b lis h  good 

re la t io n s  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . W h y ?  W e l l ,  these  tw o  s ta te s  

b o th  have w o n  g re a t m il i ta r y  v ic to r ie s ,  so Q in  co ns ide red  

th e m  as d a n g e ro u s  enem ies. In s te a d  o f  c o n q u e rin g  o th e r  

s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld  w i th  r ig h te o u s n e s s , Q in  a lw a y s  occup ies  

th e m  b y  fo rce .

“ F o r  e x a m p le , re g a rd in g  Q in ’ s c o n q u e rin g  o th e r  s ta te s  

in  th e  w o r ld  b y  fo rce . O nce  Q in  d ire c t ly  issued  a w a rn in g  to  

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  as fo l lo w s ;  ‘ I f  th e  a rm ed  fo rce s  s ta tio n e d  in  

S hu  ta k e  fa s t boa ts  f ro m  th e  M in jia n g  R iv e r  and th e n  ta ke  

a dva n ta g e  o f  th e  fre s h e t o f  th e  s u m m e r to  f lo w  d o w n s tre a m  

a lo n g  th e  Y a n g z i R iv e r ,  th e y  w i l l  reach  y o u r  c a p ita l — Y in g  in  

f iv e  days. I f  th e  a rm ed  fo rce s  s ta tio n e d  in  H a n z h o n g  ta k e  fa s t 

b o a ts  f ro m  Ba and th e n  m ake  use o f  th e  fre s h e t o f  th e  s u m m e r 

to  f lo w  d o w n s tre a m  a lo n g  th e  H a n s h u i R iv e r ,  th e y  w i l l  reach 

th e  area o f W u z h u  in  fo u r  days. I f  I m u s te r  m y  tro o p s  in  W a n
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and th e n  send th e m  to w a rd s  th e  east f ro m  S u i,  even b e fo re  

y o u r  a d v is o rs  can d ra f t  a s tra te g y  to  c o n fro n t u s , o r  y o u r  

w a r r io rs  a r»  n o t if ie d  and angered  b y  th is  n e w s , w e  w i l l  m a rc h  

to w a rd s  yo u  as fa s t as an eagle sw o o p s  d o w n  to  g ra sp  its  

p re y . H o w e v e r ,  yo u  are  s t i l l  w a it in g  fo r  th e  a llie d  fo rce s  o f 

o th e r  s ta te s  o f  th e  w o r ld  to  a tta c k  th e  H a n g u  V a lle y .  A r e n ’ t 

yo u  w ro n g ? ? T h e  k in g  o f  C h u  w as so co nv ince d  th a t  he 

su ccum be d  to  Q in  fo r  seven teen  years.

“ Q in  issued  a d ire c t w a rn in g  to  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  as 

fo l lo w s ;  4 I f  I d is p a tc h  tro o p s  f ro m  S h a o q u , w e  can c u t o f f  

T a ih a n g  w i th in  one day. I f  I d is p a tc h  tro o p s  f ro m  Y iy a n g  to  

m a rc h  to w a rd s  P in g y a n g , w e  can o c c u p y  a ll th e  lan d  nea r Y a o  

in  tw o  days . I f  w e  c ross  E a s t Z h o u  and W e s t Z h o u  to  

a p p ro a ch  y o u r  c a p ita l— Z h e n g , w e  can de fe a t y o u r  s ta te  in  

f iv e  days. ’ T h e  k in g  o f  H a n  w as c o n v in c e d , so he y ie ld e d  to  

Q in .

“ Q in  issued  a d ire c t  w a rn in g  to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i as 

fo l lo w s ;  4 I f  w e  o c c u p y  A n y i and  besiege N i i j i ,  th e  c i ty  o f 

T a iy u a n  o f  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be c u t o f f .  I f  I  d is p a tc h  tro o p s  to  

m a rc h  th ro u g h  Z h i,  c ross  N a n g y a n g , F en g  and J i ,  bypass  th e  

E as t Z h o u  and th e  W e s t Z h o u , and  th e n  m ake  use o f  th e  

fre s h e t o f  th e  s u m m e r season to  ta k e  fa s t b o a ts  to  a pp ro ach  

y o u , I  w i l l  o rd e r  m y  m o s t ro b u s t a rch e rs  to  f ig h t  in  th e  van 

and  th e y  w i l l  be fo llo w e d  b y  s o ld ie rs  u s in g  lo n g  sh a rp  

h a lb e r ts . In  th is  case, i f  w e  re lease w a te r  f ro m  th e  X io n g k o u  

F e r r y ,  y o u r  c a p ita l— L ia n g  w i l l  be s u b m e rg e d . I f  w e  release 

w a te r  f ro m  th e  B a im a  F e r r y ,  th e  re g io n  o f  J iy a n g  w i l l  be 

su b m e rg e d . I f  w e  re lease  w a te r  f ro m  th e  S u x u  F e r r y ,  th e
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ŜAAT-S-BttSito



re g io n s  o f  X u  and D u n q iu  w i l l  be s u b m e rg e d . I f  w e  a re  g o in g  

to  f ig h t  a la n d  b a t t le ,  w e  w i l l  a tta c k  H e n e i. I f  w e  dec ide  to  

use w a te r  as a p o w e r fu l w e a p o n , w e  w i l l  choose to  a ssa u lt th e  

c a p ita l o f  L ia n g . ’ T h e  k in g  o f  W e i w as  c o n v in c e d , so he 

y ie ld e d  to  Q in .

“ W h e n  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  w as  a b o u t to  a tta c k  A n y i ,  he w as 

w o r r ie d  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i m ig h t com e to  A n y i ’ s rescue. So 

he reco m m en d ed  th e  s ta te  o f  S ong  as a ta rg e t to  Q i and  s a id , 

‘ T h e  k in g  o f S ong  is  u n w o r th y .  H e  has had a d u m m y  m ade 

to  re se m b le  m e and sh o o ts  a t i ts  face. M y  s ta te  is  lo ca te d  fa r  

f ro m  S ong  and m y  tro o p s  have been d e p lo ye d  e ls e w h e re , so I 

c a n n o t a tta c k  i t .  I f  yo u  can d e fe a t S ong  and ta k e  o v e r its  

t e r r i t o r y ,  I  w i l l  be as h a p p y  as i f  I  had occup ie d  i t  m y s e lf. ’ 

A f t e r  he o ccup ie d  A n y i  and  besieged N i i j i ,  he accused the  

s ta te  o f  Q i o f  h a v in g  de fe a ted  th e  s ta te  o f  Song.

“ W h e n  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  w as  a b o u t to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q i , h e  fea red  th a t  o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld  m ig h t com e to  

Q i ’ s re s c u e ,s o  he reco m m en d ed  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i to  o th e r  s ta te s  

o f  th e  w o r ld  as a ta rg e t and s a id , ‘ T h e  k in g  o f  Q i has m ade 

fo u r  a g re e m e n ts  w i th  m e and  b e tra y e d  m e fo u r  t im e s . H e  a lso  

a llie d  w i th  o th e r  s ta te s  to  a s s a u lt m y  s ta te  th re e  tim e s . M y  

s ta te  and  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i c a n n o t c o e x is t in  th e  w o r ld .  I w i l l  

d e f in ite ly  a tta c k  and d e s to y  it .  ’ A f t e r  se iz in g  th e  re g io n s  o f 

Y iy a n g  and S h a o q u , he dem anded  th e  areas o f L in  and  L is h i 

f ro m  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao . T h e n  he accused o th e r  s ta te s  o f 

h a v in g  d e s tro y e d  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i.

“ W h e n  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  w as  a b o u t to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f 

W e i,  he w as co nce rn ed  a b o u t th e  m i l i ta r y  p o w e r o f  th e  s ta te
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o f C h u . So he reco m m en d ed  th e  c i ty  o f  N a n y a n g  as a ta rg e t to  

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and  s a id , *1 have been th in k in g  o f  c u t t in g  o u r  

re la t io n s  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n . J u s t d e s tro y  th e  c i ty  o f 

J u n lin g  and  b lo c k  o f f  th e  F o r t i f ic a t io n s  o f  M e n g . I f  i t  b e n e fits  

y o u r  s ta te , I  w i l l  fee l as i f  I  w e re  e n jo y in g  th e  b e n e fit 

m y s e lf .  ’ T h e  s ta te  o f  W e i a bandoned  its  a llie s  and  e s ta b lish e d  

good  re la t io n s  w i th  Q in . T h e n  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  accused W e i o f 

h a v in g  besieged th e  F o r t i f ic a t io n s  o f  M e n g .

“ W h e n  th e  tro o p s  o f Q in  w e re  besieged in  L in z h o n g , th e  

k in g  o f  Q in  tu rn e d  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  and  th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao. 

H e  reco m m en d ed  th e  area o f J ia o d o n g  to  Y a n  and th e  area o f 

J ix i  to  Z hao  as ta rg e ts . A f t e r  he reached a cease fire  w i th  th e  

s ta te  o f  W e i,  he sen t C h ild e  Y a n  to  W e i as a hos ta ge . T h e n  

he o rd e re d  G o n g s u n  Y a n  to  co m m a n d  h is  tro o p s  to  a tta c k  th e  

s ta te  o f  Z hao . A f t e r  s u ffe r in g  severe  ca su a ltie s  in  L is h i as 

w e ll as a debac le  in  M a l in g ,  he tu rn e d  to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. H e  

reco m m en d ed  th e  re g io n s  o f  Y e  and  C ai as ta rg e ts  to  W e i. 

A f t e r  m a k in g  peace w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o , he coerced W e i 

in to  ce d in g  h im  som e la n d , b u t W e i d id  n o t l is te n  to  h im . 

W h e n e v e r he w as in  t r o u b le ,  he w o u ld  a sk  th e  queen m o th e r  

and M a rq u is  R an g  to  n e g o tia te  a ce ase fire  w i th  h is  enem ies. 

W h e n e v e r he w in s  a w a r ,  he w o u ld  o v e rr id e  h is  o w n  m o th e r  

( r e fe r r in g  to  th e  queen m o th e r )  and u n c le  ( r e fe r r in g  to  

M a rq u is  R a n g ) .  H e  accused th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  o f  se iz in g  

J ia o d o n g . H e  accused th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  o f  ru in in g  J ix i.  H e  

accused th e  s ta te  o f  W e i o f  ta k in g  o v e r Y e  and C a i,  and 

accused th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  o f  b lo c k in g  o f f  th e  F o r t i f ic a t io n s  o f 

M e n g . H e  a lso  accused th e  s ta te  o f  Q i o f  d e s tro y in g  th e  s ta te
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o f Song . H e  ca m o u fla g e d  o r  fo u n d  excuse  fo r  e v e ry th in g  and 

c o n d u c te d  m il i ta r y  o p e ra tio n s  a g a in s t o th e r  s ta te s  as e a s ily  

and  s im p ly  as w o m e n  d o in g  n e e d le w o rk . H is  m o th e r  ca nn o t 

c o n tro l h im ,  and h is  u nc le  ca n n o t d is c ip lin e  h im . D u r in g  the  

b a tt le s  fo u g h t  in  L o n g g u ,  A n m e n , F e n g lin g , G a osh an g  and 

Z h a o z h u a n g , a lm o s t a h a lf  o f  th e  peop le  o f  th e  th re e  s ta te s  o f 

H a n ,  Z hao  and W e i w e re  k i l le d .  T h e  peop le  l iv in g  in  those  

areas a re  m e re ly  o rp h a n s  o f  th o se  w h o  lo s t th e ir  liv e s  on  th e  

b a tt le g ro u n d . D is a s te rs  caused b y  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  reached 

th e  re g io n s  o f  X ih e ,  S h a n g lu o  and S a n ch u a n , and a lm o s t 

covered  a h a lf  o f  th e  to ta l t e r r i t o r y  o f  th e  s ta te s  o f  H a n ,  Z hao  

and  W e i. T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  has caused so m u c h  d a m a g e , b u t 

th e  e m issa ries  h a v in g  been to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  o n  b e h a lf o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  Y a n  and th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  v ie  w ith  each o th e r  in  

p e rs u a d in g  th e ir  s o ve re ig n s  to  y ie ld  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . T h is  

w o r r ie s  m e v e ry  m u c h ! ”

K in g  Z hao  o f  Y a n  th e n  gave up  h is  t r ip  to  Q in  and Su D ai 

w as  a p p o in te d  to  p o w e r fu l p o s ts  in  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  aga in . 

T h e n  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  tu rn e d  to  a lly  w i th  o th e r  s ta te s  to  

c o n fro n t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  ju s t  l ik e  th e y  d id  in  Su Q in ’ s t im e . 

O th e r  s ta te s  o f  th e  w o r ld  a ll k e p t to  th e  a g re e m e n t m ade w ith  

Su D a i,  w h e th e r  th e y  w e re  fo r  o r  a g a in s t H e zo n g . B o th  Su 

D a i and Su L i  d ied  o f  o ld  a ge , and th e y  becam e e x tre m e ly  

fa m o u s  in  a ll th e  s ta te s  o f  th e  w o r ld .
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On Lord Fengyang ’ s Behalf, Su Dai Persuaded Lord 

Fengyang to Build an A lliance with Yan to Attack Qi

Su D a i t r ie d  to  pe rsuade  L o rd  F e n g ya n g  to  b u ild  an 

a llia n c e  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. 

H o w e v e r ,  L o rd  F e n g y a n g  w o u ld  n o t l is te n  to  h im . T h e n  Su 

D a i w e n t to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i to  speak i l l  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  and 

th u s  m a ke  Q i c u t i ts  tie s  w i th  Z hao. A f te r  Q i c u t i ts  tie s  w ith  

Z h a o , Su D a i w e n t to  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  to  ta lk  w i th  K in g  Z hao  

and  s a id , “ H a n  W e i once to ld  m e , ‘ S om eone  had a ta lk  w ith  

L o rd  F e n g y a n g  and  sa id  th a t  i t  w as  Su D a i th a t  m ade  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q i sce p tica l a b o u t th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao. I t  w as  Su D a i th a t 

asked  th e  k in g  o f  Q i to  c a ll back S h uz i and  th e re fo re  

p re v e n te d  h im  fro m  a s s a u lt in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Song . I t  w as Su 

D a i th a t  p la n n e d  w i th  th e  k in g  o f  Q i to  tra v e rs e  th e  te r r i t o r y  

o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao. I t  w a s  Su D a i 

th a t  asked  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i to  d e p lo y  a rm ed  s o ld ie rs  to  g u a rd  

th e  p r in c e  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  w h e n  he w as  a h os ta ge  in  Q i. I 

w i l l  te l l  yo u  m y  t ru e  fe e lin g s . I f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i re a lly  d e p lo ys  

a rm ed  s o ld ie rs  to  g u a rd  y o u r  p r in c e , I w i l l  a lso  send a rm ed  

s o ld ie rs  to  w a tc h  o v e r yo u . ’ T h e s e  w o rd s  are  q u ite  m a lic io u s . 

N o n e th e le s s , p lease  do  n o t w o r r y  a b o u t it .  I  have  a lre a d y  

k n o w n  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  m ig h t h a te  m y  g o in g  to  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q i. H o w e v e r ,  i f  I  can h e lp  yo u  reach  y o u r  goa l b y  s t i r r in g  

up  deep h a tre d  b e tw e e n  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  

even a t th e  co s t o f  m y  l i f e ,  i t  w o u ld  m ake  m e m o re  h ap py  

th a n  re m a in in g  a live . I f  Q i and  Z hao  c u t th e ir  t ie s  w i th  each 

o th e r ,  th a t  w i l l  t r ig g e r  severe  d isse n s io n . I  am  n o t a n o th e r

X . 
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Z h a n g  M e n g ta n . I f  I  w e re  Z h a n g  M e n g ta n , e ith e r  Q i o r  Z hao  

w o u ld  becom e a n o th e r  M a rq u is  Z h i ( r e fe r r in g  to  b e ing  

ru in e d ) .

“ L o rd  F e n g ya n g  to ld  Z h u  H u a n  and Z hao  Z u , ‘ T h e  k in g  

o f  Q i once asked  G o n g  Y u d a n  to  send m e a m essage. H e  said 

th a t  he w o u ld  n e ve r re c a ll H a n  M in . B u t he has re ca lle d  h im . 

H e  sa id  th a t he w o u ld  n e ve r e m p lo y  Su D a i to  a d m in is te r  

g o v e rn m e n t a ffa irs . B u t he has c o n fe rre d  som e lan d  on  h im  as 

w e ll as a p p o in te d  h im  to  be p r im e  m in is te r .  H e  sa id  th a t  he 

w o u ld  n e ve r a lly  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n . B u t n o w  he re g a rd s  

Y a n  as h is  best a lly .  T h e  p e rso n  I  re ly  o n  is  S hunz i. 

H o w e v e r ,  he is  m o re  u n re lia b le  th a n  h is  fa th e r . A t  f i r s t ,  

S h u n z i and  Su D a i w e re  enem ies and w h e n  th e y  m e t each 

o th e r ,  th e y  b o th  rea lized  th a t  th e y  w e re  a t d ag ge rs  d ra w n . 

H o w e v e r ,  n o w  th e y  c h e ris h  each o th e r  v e ry  m u ch . T h e  gam e 

is  o ve r. I w i l l  c u t o f f  t ie s  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ! ’

“ L o rd  F e n g ya n g  has becom e d e e p ly  vexed  because th e  

k in g  o f  Q i d o e s n ’ t  t r u s t  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  and re g a rd s  L o rd  

F e n g y a n g  as a base m an . A s  a r e s u lt ,  he tu rn s  a g a in s t Q i. I f  

w e  do  n o t ta k e  o ccas ion  to  a lie n a te  Q i and  Z h a o , th e y  w i l l  a lly  

w i th  each o th e r  a ga in . I f  th is  is  th e  case, th e re  w i l l  be 

n o th in g  w e  can do  a b o u t i t .  I f  Q i and  Z hao  h o b n o b  w i th  u s , I 

w o u ld  n o t h e s ita te  to  g ive  up  m y  o w n  l i f e ,  n o r  w o u ld  I  re g a rd  

ta k in g  re fu g e  in  a n o th e r  s ta te  as a sham e and b e in g  the  

so v e re ig n  o f  a s ta te  as an h o n o u r. I w o u ld  n o t c o n s id e r 

w e a r in g  lo n g  h a ir  o r  s m e a rin g  m y  b o d y  w i th  la cq u e r to  m ake  

i t  d eve lo p  fe s te rs  a h u m il ia t io n  e ith e r. B u t I s t i l l  w o r r y  a b o u t 

s o m e th in g . I f  Q i and  Z hao  c u t o f f  t ie s  w i th  each o th e r  and
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th e y  b o th  h a te  m e fo r  h a v in g  s p o ilt  th e ir  r e la t io n s h ip ,  th e y  

m ig h t b u ild  an a llia n c e  a ga in  in  th e  fu tu re .  T h is  is  th e  th in g  

th a t w o r r ie s  m e. S uppose  I  c o u ld  m a ke  th e m  engage in  a w a r  

w i th  each o th e r  a t th e  cos t o f  m y  o w n  l i f e ,  I w o u ld  n o t 

h e s ita te  to  d ie . W o r th y  as Y a o  and  S h un  w e re , th e y  b o th  

d ie d . W is e  as Y u  and T a n g  w e re , th e y  b o th  d ied . V a lo ro u s  as 

M e n g  Ben w a s , he d ied . R o b u s t as W u  H u o  w a s , he a lso  

d ie d . L iv in g  th in g  w i l l  a ll d ie . A s  th is  is  an in e v ita b le  d e s t in y ,

I  w o u ld  choose to  d ie  to  ach ieve  m y  goa ls . D o  yo u  d o u b t i t ? ”  

“ I  th in k  i t  w o u ld  be b e tte r  i f  I  p re te n d  th a t  I  have 

c o m m itte d  som e s in s  and th e re fo re  fle e  to  a n o th e r  s ta te . T h e n  

I  w i l l  m a ke  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i I  b u ild  an 

a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r. A f t e r  t h a t ,  I  w i l l  w in  o v e r th e  s ta te  

o f  Q in  fo r  th e m  f ro m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and th e n  e s ta b lis h  f i r m  

re la t io n s  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  to  s tre n g th e n  it .  

A c c o rd in g ly ,  th e y  w i l l  be o n  th e  v e rg e  o f  la u n c h in g  a 

co n ce rte d  a tta c k  a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. B y  d o in g  so , th e  

s ta te  o f  Y a n  m ig h t  becom e in v o lv e d . L o rd  F e n g ya n g  to ld  Z hu  

H u a n , ‘ Su D a i is  a n g ry  because th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  

has e m p lo y e d  m e in  h is  g o v e rn m e n t b u t re fu se d  to  e ith e r  

a p p o in t h im  to  be p r im e  m in is te r  o r  c o n fe r  th e  ra n k  o f  Q in g  

on  h im . T h e re fo re ,  he a lm o s t c e r ta in ly  w i l l  aba nd on  th e  s ta te  

o f  Y a n . 1 H o w  sc e p tic a l he is !  H e n c e , I  w o n ’ t  b u rd e n  th e  

s ta te  o f  Y a n  o r  cause a n y  p ro b le m  to  yo u  b y  so d o in g . In  

fo rm e r  t im e s , Y i Y in  f le d  f ro m  T a n g  to  J ie  and  th e n  f le d  f ro m  

J ie  to  T a n g . T h e n  he fo u g h t  a b a tt le  w i th  J ie  ’ s tro o p s  in  

M in g t ia o  and  e n th ro n e d  T a n g  to  be Son o f  H ea ven . W u  Z ix u  

escaped fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  to  th e  s ta te  o f  W u  and th e n
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fo u g h t a b a tt le  w i th  th e  tro o p s  o f C h u  in  B o ju  to  seek revenge  

upo n  C h u  fo r  h is  fa th e r  ’  s sake. N o w  i f  m y  f le e in g  can 

a lie n a te  Q i and  Z h a o , m y  c o n tr ib u t io n  s h o u ld  be re co rd e d  in  

C h u n q i u .  M o re o v e r ,  a m o ng  th e  peop le  w h o  have m ade g re a t 

c o n t r ib u t io n s ,  w h o  h a s n ’ t had th e  e xp e rie n ce  o f ta k in g  re fu g e  

in  a n o th e r  s ta te ?  F o r  in s ta n c e ,w h e n  chaos w as tr ig g e re d  due 

to  D u k e  H u a n ’ s f ig h t  fo r  p o w e r in  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  G uan  

Z h o n g  fle d  to  th e  s ta te  o f  L u . D u r in g  th e  re b e llio n  s t ir re d  up  

b y  Y a n g  H u ,  C o n fu c iu s  f le d  to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i П . Z h a n g  Y i 

f le d  to  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u , and  Bai G u i f le d  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . 

W h e n  W a n g  Z h u  w as s e rv in g  as p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Z h o n g s h a n , he w e n t to  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  on  a d ip lo m a t ic  

m is s io n . H o w e v e r ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao  d e ta in e d  h im  in  o rd e r  to  

coerce Z h o n g s h a n  in to  ce d in g  som e la n d  to  i t .  W a n g  Z hu  

b ro k e  o u t o f  p r is o n  and escaped. D u r in g  th e  chaos tr ig g e re d  

b y  W a i S u n , th e  lo rd  o f  X u e  abandoned  th e  re g io n  o f D a i and 

f le d  o u t o f  th e  H a n g u  V a lle y .  A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  peop le  o f  th e  

th re e  s ta te s— H a n ,  Z hao  and  W e i I  co n s id e re d  h im  a rea l 

s c h o la r  ( r e fe r r in g  to  a m an  o f b o th  in te ll ig e n c e  and v ir tu e  in  

th is  c o n te x t ) .  H e n c e , fo r  th o se  peop le  h o p in g  to  m ake  g re a t 

c o n t r ib u t io n s ,  ta k in g  re fu g e  e lse w h e re  s h o u ld  n o t be reg a rde d  

as a s h a m e !”

F in a l ly , t h e  s ta te  o f  Q i c u t i ts  re la t io n s  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f 

Z hao . T h e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  th e n  a llie d  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  to  

a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and de fea ted  it .



Ш А 1

д т . л ж ^ ^ о

Ж4Ж . E ^ E W E Z ^ E M Z .  E i f i t - ^ ^ М о Ч Й Я ^ Л Е Е Ш  
Z , * E ® Z ' , - B E 4 f f r A ^ ,  ^ Е Ж 1 - М ^ 4 Ж ^ 2 ^ А Е А ^ # 0 
М Т Ж Ж ^ Е { Й ^ ^ ?  Е « Е А 1 - Ж , й ^ Я Ш , 1 - М А 5 . Ж 0” 

S T ^ B : “ i i m ^ ^ 0”A W ^ 2 E j A L Z ^ Z A % S ^ o

[4 -Ш 1

S A ^ ^ ® 5 'J ^ g lA ^ - i t , i £ ; S : ^ J iL i ' j 5 F  ^ i l : “ W
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Su Dai Prevailed upon Qi to Employ Him  on Behalf of Yan

O n  b e h a lf o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  Su D a i p re v a ile d  u p o n  the  

k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i to  e m p lo y  h im . B u t b e fo re  he w e n t to  

see th e  k in g  o f  Q i ,  he ta lk e d  w i th  C h u n y u  K u n  f i r s t .  H e  s a id , 

“ O nce  a m an  tr ie d  to  se ll h is  s w if t  ho rse . H e  w a ite d  in  th e  

m a rk e t fo r  th re e  days in  a r o w ,  b u t no  one  w o u ld  e xa m in e  th e  

ho rse . T h e n  he w e n t to  see Bo L e  and s a id , 4  have a s w if t  

ho rse  and w a n t to  se ll i t .  I have been to  th e  m a rk e t fo r  th re e  

days in  a r o w ,  b u t no  one ta lk e d  w ith  m e re g a rd in g  th e  horse .

I hope  th a t  y o u  can go  th e re  to  e xa m in e  th e  h o rse  and  m ake  

su re  th a t  yo u  tu rn  a ro u n d  to  ta k e  a second lo o k  a t i t  w h e n  you  

leave. I w i l l  pay  yo u  th e  expenses fo r  one  m o rn in g . ’ So Bo 

Le  e x a m in e d  th e  h o rse  and tu rn e d  a ro u n d  to  ta ke  a lo o k  a t it  

aga in  w h e n  he le f t .  T h e  p ric e  o f  th e  h o rse  soon rose  b y  ten  

tim e s . N o w  1 w a n t to  sh o w  m y  s w if t  h o rse  ( re fe r r in g  to  

h im s e lf)  to  H is  M a je s ty ,  b u t no  one w i l l  in tro d u c e  m e to  

h im . W o u ld  yo u  p lease act as m y  Bo Le?  I w i l l  p re s e n t you 

w i th  a p a ir  o f  w h ite  jad es  a lo n g  w i th  one th o u s a n d  y i  o f  g o ld ,  

so th a t yo u  can b u y  som e fo d d e r  fo r  y o u r  ho rse . ”

C h u n y u  K u n  s a id , “  I w i l l  c a re fu lly  fo l lo w  y o u r  

in s t ru c t io n s . ”  T h e n  he e n te re d  th e  palace to  in tro d u c e  Su D ai 

to  th e  k in g  o f  Q i. T h e  k in g  a p p re c ia te d  Su D a i v e ry  m uch .

Su Dai Asked Someone to Send a Message from Qi to King 

Zhao of Yan

Su D a i asked  som eone to  send a m essage f ro m  th e  s ta te
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o f  Q i to  K in g  Z hao  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  as fo l lo w s ;  “ I  have 

a lre a d y  e s tra n g e d  th e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and 

th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao . N o w  Q i and Z hao  have c u t th e ir  t ie s  w ith  

each o th e r. S o , w h y  n o t d is p a tc h  tro o p s  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q i?  P lease a llo w  m e to  w ea ken  i t .  ”  T h e n  th e  tro o p s  o f Y a n  

w e re  sen t to  a ssa u lt th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  and th e y  w e re  s ta tio n e d  

in  th e  re g io n  o f  J in .

T h e n  Su D a i sen t a n o th e r  m essenger to  ta lk  w i th  K in g  

M in  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and  s a y , “ T h e  reason  th a t  th e  tro o p s  o f 

Y a n  a re  a tta c k in g  Q i lie s  in  th e  fa c t th a t th e y  w a n t to  

re o ccu p y  th e  la n d  w e  seized f ro m  th e m  b e fo re . H o w e v e r ,  

th e y  have cam ped in  J in  and s to p p e d  a d va n c in g . T h is  sh ow s  

th a t th e y  are  w e a k  and  n o t su re  w h a t th e y  s h o u ld  do. W h y  

n o t a p p o in t M r  Su to  be C o m m a n d e r- in -C h ie f to  lead  o u r  

tro o p s  to  c o n fro n t th e m ?  M r  Su is  capab le  and w ise . I f  he 

leads o u r  tro o p s  to  c o u n te ra tta c k  th e  w e a k  m il i t a r y  fo rce s  o f 

Y a n ,  th e y  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  be de fea ted . I f  th e y  a re  d e fe a te d , 

th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  w i l l  n o t d a re  ig n o re  o u r  o rd e rs . T h u s  you  

can d e s tro y  Y a n  and m ake  Z hao  su ccu m b  to  us a t th e  same 

tim e . ”  K in g  M in  s a id , “ G o od  idea. ”  T h e n  he to ld  Su D a i,  

“ T h e  tro o p s  o f  Y a n  are  n o w  in  th e  re g io n  o f  J in . I am  g o in g  

to  send o u r  tro o p s  to  a tta c k  th e m , and I  hope  th a t  yo u  can act 

as C o m m a n d e r- in -C h ie f .”  Su D a i re p lie d , “ H o w  can I  be 

q u a lif ie d  to  c o n fro n t th e m ?  P lease a p p o in t a n o th e r  pe rson . I f  

you  a p p o in t m e to  be C o m m a n d e r- in -C h ie f ,  th e re  w i l l  be 

severe  dam age to  o u r  a rm y  and a t th e  sam e t im e ,  I w i l l  be at 

th e  m e rc y  o f  th e  tro o p s  o f  Y a n . I f  I c a n n o t de fe a t th e m , we 

w i l l  n o t be ab le  to  re c o v e r o u r  m i l i ta r y  s tre n g th . ”  K in g  M in
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s a id , “ D e p a rt n o w ! I  k n o w  y o u r  c a p a b ilit ie s . ”

So Su D ai led  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q i to  c o n fro n t th o s e  o f Y a n  in  

J in . T h e  fo rm e r  w e re  de fea ted  and  tw e n ty  th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs  

w e re  beheaded b y  th e  tro o p s  o f  Y a n  in  th e  w a r. Su Dai 

co m m anded  th e  re m n a n ts  o f  h is  d e fea ted  a rm y  to  d e fend  the  

c i ty  o f  Y a n g c h e n g . T h e n  he sen t a m essage to  K in g  M in  as 

fo l lo w s ;  “ Y o u  have m ade  a w ro n g  d ec is ion  b y  a p p o in t in g  me 

to  be C o m m a n d e r- in -C h ie f to  c o n fro n t th e  tro o p s  o f  Y a n . 

N o w  w e  have been de fea ted  and lo s t tw e n ty  th o u sa n d  

s o ld ie rs . I have  in c u rre d  th e  d e a th  p e n a lty ,  and  w i l l  go  to  th e  

o f f ic e r  in  cha rge  o f ju s t ic e  m y s e lf  to  be sen tenced  to  dea th . ”  

K in g  M in  s a id , “ T h is  is  a ll m y  fa u lt .  Y o u  a re  n o t g u i l t y  at 

a ll .  ”

T h e  n e x t d a y , Su D a i asked  th e  tro o p s  o f Y a n  to  a tta c k  

Y a n g c h e n g  and  th e  re g io n  o f  L i.  T h e n  he aksed som eone to  

send th e  fo l lo w in g  m essage to  K in g  M in : “ S evera l days a g o , 

w e  w e re  d e fea ted  in  J in . H o w e v e r ,  th is  s h o u ld  n o t be 

reg a rde d  as o u r  o w n  fa u lt .  W e  fa ile d  because w e  had a bad 

lu c k . O n  th e  c o n t ra r y ,  th e  tro o p s  o f  Y a n  w e re  b lessed by  

H ea ven . N o w  th e y  a re  a tta c k in g  Y a n g c h e n g  and L i.  T h is  

sh o w s  th a t  th e y  c o n s id e r H ea ven  ’ s b le s s in g  as th e ir  o w n  

possess ion . I f  yo u  o rd e r  M r  Su to  c o n fro n t th e m  a g a in , he 

w i l l  t r y  h is  bes t to  de fe a t th e m  to  pay  you  back  s ince  he lo s t 

th e  p re v io u s  b a tt le . ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ V e ry  good . ”

T h e n  he a p p io n te d  Su D a i to  be C o m m a n d e r- in -C h ie f 

aga in . Su D a i fo rc e fu lly  re je c te d  i t .  H o w e v e r ,  K in g  M in  

w o u ld  n o t lis te n  to  h im . A s  a r e s u lt ,  Su D a i co m m anded  the  

tro o p s  to  f ig h t  th e  tro o p s  o f  Y a n  in  Y a n g c h e n g . T h e  la t te r
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w o n  a g re a t  v i c to r y  and beheaded t h i r t y  th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs  o f  

th e  o th e r  side. S ince th e n ,  in  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  th e  re la t io n s h ip  

b e tw e e n  so ve re ig n  and s u b je c ts  has becom e v e ry  d is tanced  

and th e  peop le  s h o w  no a f fe c t io n  to w a r d s  t h e i r  sovere ign . 

T h e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  th e n  to o k  occas ion  to  let Y u e  Y i  c o m m an d  

i ts  t r o o p s  to  a t ta c k  Q i ,  and  th e y  d e s tro y e d  it.

Su Qin Sent a Letter to the King of the State of Yan from Qi

Su Q in  sent a le t t e r  to  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  f r o m  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  and i t  said in  th e  l e t t e r ,  “ B e fo re  1 le f t  fo r  Q i ,  

I  k n e w  th a t  th e re  m u s t  he some peop le  w h o  w o u ld  speak i l l  o f  

m e in  f r o n t  o f  Y o u r  M a je s ty .  S o ,  I w ro te  yo u  a le t te r  b e fo re  I 

l e f t , w h ic h  s a id ,  ‘ I f  I -become p o w e r fu l  and  h o n o u ra b le  in  Q i ,  

th e  h ig h - r a n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  o f  Y a n  w i l l  no  lo n g e r  t r u s t  

me. I f  I am  p o w e r le s s ,  th e y  w i l l  lo o k  d o w n  upon  me. I f  I am 

e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  g o v e rn m e n t ,  th e y  w i l l  o f te n  censu re  me. I f  

Q i  does s o m e th in g  h a r m fu l  to  Y a n ,  th e y  w i l l  b la m e  m e fo r  it. 

I f  o th e r  s ta tes  d o n ’ t  a t ta c k  Q i ,  th e y  w i l l  say th a t  I  have 

p la nn ed  fo r  Q i  v e ry  c a re fu l ly .  I f  o th e r  s ta tes  a t ta c k  Q i ,  th e y  

w i l l  u n i te  w i t h  th e m  to  b e t ra y  me. So m y  pe rson a l s i tu a t io n  is 

at s take . ’ B u t  Y o u r  M a je s ty  to ld  m e ,  ‘ I w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  no t 

l is te n  to  th e  r u m o u rs  sp read  b y  o th e rs  o r  be l ieve  s lande re rs .  I 

t r u s t  yo u  and th e re fo re  w i l l  c u t  th e  th ro a t  o f  s lan de re rs  l ik e  

u p ro o t in g  w i ld  g rass . Y o u  w i l l  he e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  

g o v e rn m e n t  o f  Q i  and t ru s te d  b y  y o u r  in fe r io r s .  A s  lo n g  as 

yo u  are  a l iv e ,  yo u  can do  a n y th in g  a c c o rd in g  to  y o u r  o w n  

w i l l .  I assure  yo u  and please be l ieve  me. ’ T h e n  yo u  to ld  m e .
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‘ A s  lo n g  as w e  can f u l f i l l  o u r  u n d e r ta k in g s  s u c c e s s fu l ly ,  you  

can leave Y a n  fo r  Q i.  ’ H e n c e ,  I  to o k  yo u  o rd e r  and have 

w o rk e d  fo r  Q i  fo r  f iv e  years. Q i  has d isp a tche d  t r o o p s  to 

a t ta c k  o th e r  s ta tes  severa l t im e s ,  b u t  i t  d id n ’ t la u n c h  m i l i t a r y  

a c t ion  a ga in s t  Y a n .  T h e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  Q i and Zhao  is 

a lw a y s  up  and d o w n .  I f  Y a n  d o e s n ’ t  u n i te  w i t h  Q i  to  c o nsp ire  

to  h a rm  Z h a o ,  i t  w i l l  u n i te  w i t h  Z hao  to  c o nsp ire  to  h a rm  Q i. 

Q i  t r u s t s  Y a n  so m u c h  th a t  i t  has w i t h d r a w n  th e  t ro o p s  

s ta t io n e d  in  th e  n o r th e r n  areas. N o w  you  have ta k e n  the  

adv ice  o f  T ia n  F a ,  Shen and Q u  Ji and  th e re fo re  are g o in g  to  

a t ta c k  Q i.  A s  a r e s u l t ,  Q i  w i l l  s ta y  on  h ig h  a le r t  and  no 

lo n g e r  t r u s t  Y a n .  R e c e n t ly , y o u  have sent Y in g  here  to  in f o r m  

m e th a t  yo u  are g o in g  to  a p p o in t  som eone capab le  to  w o r k  fo r  

yo u .  I f  yo u  re a l ly  w a n t  to  e m p lo y  som eone c a p a b le ,  please 

a l lo w  m e to  be a t h is  serv ice. I f  yo u  are  a b o u t  to  d is m is s  me 

f r o m  o f f ic e  and  e m p lo y  th e  capab le  o n e ,  p lease le t m e re tu rn  

to  Y a n  and d ism iss  m e the re . I f  I can see you  a g a in ,  m y  m o s t  

s incere  w ish e s  w i l l  be f u l f i l l e d .  ”

Chen Cui Arranged for Q i and Yan to Build an Alliance 

with Each Other

C hen  C u i  a r ra n g e d  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  and th e  s ta te  o f  

Y a n  to  b u i ld  an a l l iance  w i t h  each o th e r ,  and th e re fo re  

p la n n e d  to  send th e  y o u n g e r  b ro th e r  o f  th e  k in g  o f  Y a n  to  Q i 

as a hostage . W h e n  th e  queen m o th e r  hea rd  t h i s ,  she became 

v e ry  a n g ry  and  s a id ,  “ I f  M r  C hen  c a nn o t  do  a n y th in g  u se fu l  

fo r  o u r  s ta te ,  he can j u s t  res ign . H o w  can he keep a son a w a y
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f r o m  h is  m o th e r?  I  w a n t  to  sco ld  h im  to  s a t is fy  m y  o w n  

fe e l ing s .  ”

C hen  C u i  w as  g o in g  to  v is i t  th e  queen  m o th e r .  T h e  k in g  

o f  Y a n  t r ie d  to  s to p  h im .  H e  s a id ,  “ T h e  queen  m o th e r  is s t i l l  

a n g ry  w i t h  you . P lease p os tp on e  y o u r  v is i t .  ”  C hen  C u i  sa id ,  

“ I t  does n o t  m a t te r  at a l l .  ”  T h e n  he w e n t  to  th e  palace to  see 

th e  queen m o th e r  and asked h e r ,  “ W h y  are yo u  lo o k in g  

t h in n e r ? ”  T h e  queen m o th e r  s a id ,  “ I b e n e f i t  f r o m  th e  food  

s t u f f  in h e r i te d  f r o m  o u r  deceased k in g ,  and s h o u ld n ’ t  have 

becom e th in .  I am  th in  because I  am  w o r r y in g  th a t  th e  ch i lde  

is g o in g  to  be sen t to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  as a hostage . ”  C hen  C u i  

s a id ,  “ S o ve re ig ns  d o n ’ t love  th e i r  c h i ld re n  as m u c h  as 

c o m m o n  peop le  do. G e n e ra l ly  th e y  s h o w  no  a f fe c t io n  to w a rd  

t h e i r  c h i ld re n ,  espe c ia l ly  th e  m a le  c h i ld re n .  ”  T h e  queen 

m o th e r  a s k e d ,  “ W h a t  do you  m e a n ? ”  C h e n  C u i  re p l ie d ,  

“ W h e n  yo u  m a r r ie d  y o u r  d a u g h te r  to  th e  so ve re ig n  o f  a n o th e r  

s ta te ,  yo u  b e s to w e d  u po n  he r  one th o u s a n d  y i  o f  g o ld  a lo n g  

w i t h  one  h u n d re d  square  Li o f  la n d ,  because yo u  th o u g h t  th a t  

g e t t in g  m a r r ie d  is th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  th in g  in  a w o m a n  ’ s 

l i fe .  N o w  i f  H i s  M a je s t y  w a n ts  to  c o n fe r  som e lan d  on  the  

c h i ld e ,  a l l  th e  o f f ic e rs  h o ld in g  v a r io u s  p os ts  and c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  

loya l to  h im  w i l l  s a y ,  * T h e  c h i ld e  is n o t  m e r i to r io u s  and 

th e re fo re  s h o u ld  n o t  be re w a rd e d .  ’ H is  M a je s t y  is a b o u t  to  

send th e  c h i ld e  to  Q i  as a h o s ta g e ,  because he hopes to  c o n fe r  

some land  and  ra n k s  on  h im .  H o w e v e r ,  yo u  do n o t  l is te n  to  

h im  in th is  rega rd . A c c o r d in g ly ,  I  k n o w  th a t  sove re ig ns  do 

n o t  p la n  f o r  t h e i r  m a le  c h i ld re n  at a l l .  M o r e o v e r ,  th e  c h i ld e  is 

p o w e r fu l  and  in f lu e n t ia l  at p resen t o n ly  because b o th  yo u  and
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H is  M a je s ty  are s t i l l  in  p o w e r .  B u t  a f te r  yo u  b o th  pass a w a y ,  

th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  w i l l  ta ke  o v e r  th e  reg im e . In  th is  case, th e  

c h i ld e  w i l l  be as p o w e r le s s  as a c o m m o n  p e rson  o f  no p o s i t io n  

at a l l .  H e n c e ,  i f  th e  ch i ld e  is no t re w a rd e d  w h e n  yo u  tw o  are 

s t i l l  in  p o w e r ,  he w o n ’ t  g a in  a ny  land  o r  r a n k  d u r in g  th e  rest 

o f  h is  l i fe .  ”

T h e  queen m o th e r  s a id ,  “ I d id  n o t  rea lize  th a t .  ”  So she 

o rd e re d  th a t  c a r r ia g e s ,  c lo th e s  and  o th e r  lug g a g e  be p repa red  

fo r  th e  c h i ld e ’ s jo u rn e y .

King Zhao o f Yan Was About to A lly  with O ther States of 

the W orld to A ttack Qi

K in g  Zhao  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  w as  a b o u t  to  a l l y  w i t h  

o th e r  s ta tes  o f  th e  w o r ld  to  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  A  m an  

f r o m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  w as  w o r k in g  fo r  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  Y an . 

K in g  Z hao  ca lled  h im  in  and s a id ,  " I  am  g o in g  to  a l ly  w i t h  

o th e r  s ta tes  o f  th e  w o r ld  to  assau lt  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  and w i l l  

ta ke  a c t io n  v e ry  soon. Y o u  are su re  to  r e m o n s t ra te  w i t h  me 

on th is  m a t t e r ,  b u t  I  w i l l  n o t  l is te n  to  you . T h e n  you  w i l l  

leave fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  Som e d a y , I  m ig h t  be fo rced  to  m ake  

peace w i t h  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i .  W h e n  th a t  day  c o m e s , I  w i l l  

e s ta b l is h  re la t io n s  w i t h  th e  k in g  o f  Q i  t h ro u g h  you . ”  A t  th a t  

t im e ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  and th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  w e re  at dagge rs  

d ra w n .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  k in g  o f  Y a n  o f te n  th o u g h t  o f  m a k in g  

peace w i t h  Q i  aga in .
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The State of Yan Suffered a Famine, So Zhao Planned to 

Attack It

T h e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  s u f fe re d  a fa m in e ,  so th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao  

p la nn ed  to  a t ta c k  i t .  T h e  s ta te  o f  C h u  sen t a genera l  to  v is i t  

Y a n .  H e  passed b y  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  and pa id  a v is i t  t o  Zhao  

H u i .  Z hao  H u i  s a id ,  “ I t  is m u c h  easier to  n ip  t r o u b le  in  th e  

bud  th a n  ta k in g  m easu res  to  e l im in a te  t r o u b le  a f te r  i t  has 

a lre a d y  occured . T h e r e fo r e ,  W u  Z ix u  ’ s and G o n g  Z h iq i  ’ s 

adv ice  w as  n o t  ta k e n  b y  t h e i r  respec t ive  s o v e re ig n s ,  h u t  Z hu  

Z h iw u  and Z h a n g  M e n g ta n  w e re  re w a rd e d  v e ry  g e n e ro u s ly .  

S o ,  a l l  th e  a d v iso rs  a re  engaged  in  lo o k in g  fo r  th e  r ig h t  w ays  

to  e l im in a te  t r o u b le .  B u t  no  one  w o u ld  n ip  i t  in  th e  b ud . E ven  

i f  I p re sen te d  yo u  w i t h  one  h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld ,  i t  w o u l d n ’ t be 

as h e lp fu l  as w o rd s .  L is te n  to  m e and  g o  to  adv ise  th e  k in g  o f 

Z h a o  as f o l lo w s ;  ‘ P r e v io u s ly ,  th e  s ta te  o f  W u  assau lted  the  

s ta te  o f  Q i  because Q i  had a severe fa m in e .  I t  w as  n o t  

g u a ra n te e d  th a t  th e  t r o o p s  o f  W u  w o u ld  d e f in i t e ly  w in  the  

b a t t le .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y u e  to o k  advan tage  

o f  th e  e x h a u s t io n  o f  W u  to  a t ta c k  i t  and  became L o r d -  

p ro te c to r .  N o w  Y o u r  M a je s t y  is p la n n in g  on  a gg ress ion  

a ga in s t Y a n  because o f  th e  fa m in e  o c c u r r in g  in  th a t  state. 

H o w e v e r ,  yo u  are n o t  g ua ra n te e d  to  w in  th e  w a r .  T h e  

p o w e r fu l  Q in  w i l l  ta k e  advan tage  o f  yo u  and d is p a tc h  t ro o p s  

to  o c c u p y  th e  w e s te rn  areas o f  y o u r  s ta te . T h u s  yo u  w i l l  pu t 

y o u r  w e a k  Z hao  in  th e  same p o s i t io n  as th e  p o w e r fu l  W u .  

A n d  a c c o r d in g ly ,  yo u  w i l l  m a k e  th e  p o w e r fu l  Q in  p la y  the  

same ro le  as th e  w e a k  Y u e — to  becom e L o r d - p r o te c to r .  I
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hope th a t  Y o u r  M a je s ty  w i l l  t h in k  a b o u t  i t  c a re fu l ly .  ’

T h e  genera l  ’ s e m is s a ry  e xpressed  th is  a rg u m e n t  to  

persuade  th e  k in g  o f  Zhao. T h e  k in g  w as  v e ry  h a p p y  w i t h  i t  

and th e re fo re  gave u p  h is  p la n  f o r  a t ta c k in g  Y a n .  W h e n  K in g  

Z hao  o f  Y a n  heard  o f  t h i s ,  he c o n fe r re d  some land  o n  th e  

genera l.

Yue Y i.A ls o  Known as Lord Changguo. Attacked Q i with 

Allied Forces Drawn from Five States on Behalf o f King Zhao 

of Yan

Y u e  Y i ,  a lso  k n o w n  as L o r d  C h a n g g u o ,  a t ta c k e d  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q i  w i t h  a l l ie d  fo rce s  d ra w n  f r o m  f ive  s ta tes  on  b e h a l f  

o f  K in g  Z hao  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n .  H e  occup ied  m o re  th a n  

s e ve n ty  c i t ie s  and t r a n s fe r re d  th e m  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n .  O n ly  

th re e  c i t ie s  w e re  s t i l l  u n d e r  c o n t ro l  o f  th e  t ro o p s  o f  Q i .  A t  

th a t  t im e .  K in g  Z hao  o f  Y a n  d ied. K in g  H u i  to o k  o v e r  th e  

th ro n e .  H e  p u t  h is  t r u s t  in  th e  sp ies f r o m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  and 

th e re fo re  became s u sp ic iou s  o f  Y u e  Y i .  A s  a r e s u l t , he sent 

Q i  J ie  to  rep lace  Y u e  Y i  as C o m m a n d e r - in -C h ie f .  Y u e  Y i  f led 

to  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o ,  and Zhao  p ro c la im e d  h im  to  be L o r d  

W a n g z h u .  T ia n  D a n ,  th e  gen e ra l  o f  th e  t r o o p s  o f  Q i , deceived 

Q i  J ie  and th u s  f in a l l y  de fea ted  th e  t r o o p s  o f  Y a n  and 

reoccup ied  th ose  s e v e n ty  c i t ies  and  to w n s  p re v io u s ly  seized by  

th e m . T h e  k in g  o f  Y a n  re g re t te d  t h is ,  and he a lso fea red  th a t  

Y u e  Y i  m ig h t  ta ke  occas ion  to  a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  w h e n  

i ts  t r o o p s  w e re  e xhaus ted .

So th e  k in g  o f  Y a n  sen t a le t te r  to  Y u e  Y i  to  sco ld  h im  as
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w e l l  as say s o r r y  to  h im .  T h e  le t te r  s ta te d , “  O u r  deceased 

k in g  e n t ru s te d  yo u  w i t h  o u r  s ta te . Y o u  have de fea ted  the  

s ta te  o f  Q i  fo r  o u r  s ta te  and s o u g h t  revenge  fo r  o u r  deceased 

k in g ,  and peop le  a l l  o v e r  th e  w o r ld  a d m ire  y o u r  e f fo r ts .  H o w  

can I e ve r  fo rg e t  y o u r  m i l i t a r y  ach ieve m en ts?  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

o u r  f o rm e r  k in g  has passed a w a y ,  and I have  j u s t  ta k e n  o ve r  

th e  s ta te ,  b u t  have been m is le d  b y  th e  peop le  a ro u n d  me. I 

sen t G e n e ra l  Q i  J ie  to  rep lace  yo u  because I  th o u g h t  th a t  you  

have fo u g h t  ab road  fo r  to o  lo n g  and  th e re fo re  w a n te d  to  ca ll  

you  back  to  have a res t  and to  p la n  som e ta c t ic s  w i t h  me. 

H o w e v e r ,  you  m is u n d e rs to o d  m e  and th e re fo re  fe l t  d is tanced  

f r o m  me. A s  a r e s u l t , yo u  le f t  o u r  s ta te  f o r  th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao. 

I f  yo u  d id  th is  fo r  y o u r s e l f ,  i t  seems rea so n a b le ,  b u t  h o w  can 

yo u  rep ay  o u r  deceased k in g  b y  so d o in g ? ”

L o r d  W a n g z h u  sen t a le t te r  to  th e  k in g  o f  Y a n  in  r e t u r n ,  

w h ic h  s a id ,  “  I am  u n w o r t h y ,  and c a nn o t  f o l lo w  the  

in s t r u c t io n s  o f  o u r  deceased k in g  and  at th e  same t im e  c o m p ly  

w i t h  th e  w i l l  o f  th ose  c lose to  you . I  am  a fra id  th a t  I m ig h t  be 

p un ish e d .  A n d  i f  th is  w e re  th e  case, i t  w o u ld  n o t  o n ly  h a rm  

th e  g rea tness  o f  o u r  deceased k in g ,  b u t  a lso  dam age  y o u r  

p r in c ip le s  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s .  T h e r e fo r e ,  I f le d  to  th e  s ta te  o f  

Zhao. I k n o w  th a t  I am  u n w o r t h y ,  so I d id  n o t  dare  to  

v in d ic a te  m y s e l f .  N o w  you  have sent a m esse ng er  here  to  

sco ld  m e and I  am  a fra id  th a t  those  at y o u r  se rv ice  m ig h t  no t 

be ab le  to  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  o u r  deceased k in g  ch e r ish e d  m e ,  

n o r  w o u ld  th e y  rea lize  h o w  f a i t h f u l l y  I have fo l lo w e d  o u r  

deceased k i n g ’ s o rd e rs .  So I  s tee l m y s e l f  to  re p ly  to  yo u  w i t h  

th is  le t te r .
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“ I  h ea rd  th a t  in s tead  o f  c o n fe r r in g  sa la r ies  o n  h is  

re la t iv e s  o u t  o f  f a v o u r i t i s m ,  a sage so ve re ig n  w i l l  o n ly  c o n fe r  

th e m  on  m e r i to r io u s  people. In s te ad  o f  a p p o in t in g  h is  be loved  

ones to  p o w e r fu l  p o s i t io n s ,  he w i l l  o n ly  e m p lo y  th ose  w h o  are 

re a l ly  q u a l i f ie d .  H e n c e ,  a success fu l  so ve re ig n  w i l l  o n ly

a p p o in t  peop le  to  s u i ta b le  p o s i t io n s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e i r

ca pa b i l i t ie s .  A  s c h o la r  e n jo y in g  a h ig h  r e p u ta t io n  w i l l  o n ly  

b e f r ie n d  o th e rs  a f te r  c a re fu l l y  e v a lu a t in g  t h e i r  c o nd uc t .  

D e d u c in g  f r o m  w h a t  I have lea rned  b e fo re ,  I rea lized  th a t  o u r  

deceased k in g  w as  a m an  w i t h  e x t re m e ly  g re a t  id e a ls ,  so I 

dec ided  to  w o r k  f o r  h im  w h e n  I w as  on  a d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n

here  o n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i.  O u r  deceased k in g

recogn ized  m y  c a p a b i l i t ie s  and th e re fo re  p ro m o te d  m e f r o m  

h is  g ro u p  o f  g u e s ts  and a p p o in te d  m e to  a p o w e r fu l  p o s i t io n  

s u p e r io r  to  those  h e ld  b y  o th e r  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls .  W i t h o u t  

c o n s u l t in g  w i t h  h is  c lose  re la t iv e s ,  he a p p o in te d  m e to  be 

Y a q in g .  I p e rs o n a l ly  th o u g h t  th a t  i f  I  c o u ld  c a r r y  o u t  h is 

o rd e rs  and f o l lo w  h is  in s t r u c t io n s ,  I w o u ld  n o t  c o m m it  any  

s in . So I accepted  th e  p o s i t io n  he g ra n te d  to  me.

“ O nce  o u r  deceased k in g  issued th e  f o l lo w in g  o rd e r  to  

m e ; ‘ I have  b o rn  a deep g ru d g e  to w a r d s  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  f o r  a 

lo n g  t im e ,  so I w i l l  la u n c h  an a t ta c k  on  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  

w h e th e r  m y  s ta te  is s t r o n g  o r  w ea k .  ’ I  r e p l ie d ,  ‘ S p e a k in g  o f  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  i t  f o l lo w s  good  t r a d i t io n s  o f  a L o r d - p r o t e c t o r , 

and has w o n  m a n y  v ic to r ie s .  T h e  peop le  th e re  are used to  

w ea po ns  and  a rm o u r  and are good  at t a k in g  m i l i t a r y  a c t ion  

e i th e r  in  a t ta c k  o r  in  defence. I f  yo u  re a l ly  w a n t  to  a t ta c k  i t ,  

you  s h o u ld  a l l y  w i t h  o th e r  s ta tes  o f  th e  w o r ld  to  la u n c h
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c o nce r te d  a ssau lts  on  i t .  In  reg a rd  to  b u i ld in g  a ll iances  w i t h  

o th e r  s ta te s ,  w e  s h o u ld  c o n s id e r  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  as o u r  f i r s t  

choice. A s  f o r  th e  area o f  H u a ib e i ,  i t  be longs  to  th e  s ta te  o f  

Song. B o th  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i  cove t i t .  I f  

Z hao  agrees to  b u i ld  an a l l iance  w i t h  u s ,  w e  can u n i te  w i t h  

C h u ,  W e i  and S ong  to  ta k e  m i l i t a r y  a c t io n  a ga in s t Q i  

to g e th e r .  T h u s  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  can be defeated . ’ O u r  

deceased k in g  s a id ,  ‘ V e r y  good. ’ T h e n  I to o k  an  o ra l  o rd e r  

f r o m  h im  to  c a r r y  a t a l l y  to  go  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  in  th e  

so u th  on a d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n .  A f t e r  I came back  to  r e p o r t  m y  

w o r k  in  Z hao  to  h im ,  w e  d isp a tche d  t ro o p s  to  assau lt  th e  

s ta te  o f  Q i .  W i t h  th e  b le ss ing  o f  H e a ven  and th e  w is d o m  o f  

o u r  deceased k i n g ,  w e  to o k  h is  o rd e rs  and occup ied  th e  reg io n  

o f  H e b e i  ( r e f e r r i n g  to  th e  area n o r th  o f  th e  Y e l lo w  R iv e r ) .  

O u r  a l l ie d  fo rce s  s ta t io n e d  a lo n g  th e  b a n k  o f  th e  J is h u i  R iv e r  

w e re  o rd e re d  to  a ssau lt  th e  t ro o p s  o f  Q i  and w e  de fea ted  th e m  

b ad ly .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  o u r  e l i te  s o ld ie rs  m a rc h e d  to w a r d s  the  

ca p i ta l  o f  Q i  w i t h  l i g h t  packs. T h e  k in g  o f  Q i  f le d  to  th e  s ta te  

o f  Ju and so saved h is  o w n  l i fe .  H o w e v e r ,  a l l  th e  p e a r ls ,  

ja d e ,  m o n e y ,  c h a r io ts ,  a rm o u r  and o th e r  t rea su re s  w ere  

co n f isca ted  b y  o u r  t ro o p s  and t ra n s p o r te d  to  o u r  s ta te . Da L i i  

was d is p la y e d  in  Y u a n y in g  H a l l ,  th e  o ld  c a u ld ro n s  w ere  

ca rr ied  to  L is h i ,  p rec ious  u te n s i ls  f r o m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  w e re  

e x h ib i te d  in  N in g t a i ,  and  ra re  p la n ts  g r o w in g  in  J iq iu  w e re  

t r a n s fe r re d  to  W e n h u a n g .  A f t e r  th e  F iv e  L o r d - p r o te c to r s ,  no 

one has been as m e r i to r io u s  as o u r  deceased k in g .  O u r  

deceased k in g  be l ieved  th a t  he had f u l f i l l e d  h is  idea ls  and 

co ns ide red  m e to  he a p e rson  ab le  to  c a r r y  o u t  h is  o rd e rs
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a s s id u o u s ly ,  so he c o n fe r re d  some land  on  m e  and th u s  

ju x ta p o s e d  m e w i t h  th e  sove re ig ns  o f  some sm a l l  s ta tes . I  am 

u n w o r t h y  because 1 th o u g h t  th a t  i f  I  co u ld  c a r r y  o u t  h is  

o rd e rs  and f o l lo w  h is  in s t r u c t io n s ,  I w o u ld  n o t  c o m m it  a ny  

s in . So I  accepted  th e  p o s i t io n  he g ra n te d  to  me.

“ I hea rd  th a t  a w ise  so ve re ig n  can m a in ta in  h is  success, 

so h is  a ch ie ve m e n ts  can be reco rded  in  C h u n q i u .  A  p ro v id e n t  

s c h o la r  can m a in ta in  h is  good  r e p u ta t io n ,  so he is p ra ised  b y  

g e n e ra t io n s  to  come. R e g a rd in g  o u r  deceased k i n g ’ s 

a c h ie v e m e n ts ,  such  as se ek ing  revenge  on  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i ,  

a s s a u l t in g  th is  p o w e r fu l  s ta te  w h ic h  used to  have ten 

th o u s a n d  c h a r io ts ,  c o n f is c a t in g  i t s  sav ings  a c c u m u la te d  o v e r  

e ig h t  h u n d re d  y e a rs ,  as w e l l  as h is  o rd e rs  le f t  b y  w i l l  th a t  

c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  c o m p ly  w i t h  th e  la w  and  th e  w i l l  o f  o u r  peop le  

and so b e n e f i t  th e  l a t t e r ,  a l l  these  w i l l  becom e va lu a b le  

in s t r u c t io n s  to  e d i fy  th e  g e n e ra t io n s  to  come.

“ I heard  th a t  peop le  c le v e r  at i n i t i a t in g  u n d e r ta k in g s  

m ig h t  n o t  be good  at f in a l is in g  th e m . Peop le  w h o  s ta r t  w e l l  

m ig h t  n o t  f in is h  w e l l .  P r e v io u s ly ,  each piece o f  W u  Z i x u ’ s 

adv ice  w as  ta k e n  b y  H e  L i i ,  th e  th e n  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W u .  

So W u  Z ix u  t ra v e l le d  a lo n g  d is tance  to  th e  ca p i ta l  o f  Y in g  o f  

W u  to  w o r k  fo r  h im .  W h e n  it  came to  th e  t im e  o f  F u  C h a i , the  

son and successor o f  H e  L i i , W u  Z ix u  w as  p u t  in to  a le a th e r  

bag  and  t h r o w n  in to  th e  Y a n g z i  R iv e r .  I n  th is  case, F u  C ha i 

d id  n o t  k n o w  th a t  i f  he to o k  W u  Z i x u ’ s a d v ic e ,  he c o u ld  a lso 

m ake  g re a t  c o n t r ib u t io n s .  So he d id  n o t  re g re t  d ro w n in g  W u  

Z ix u  in  th e  w a te r .  W u  Z ix u  d id  n o t  rea lize  th a t  h is  tw o  

sove re ig ns  w e re  o f  d i f f e r e n t  le ve ls  o f  c a p a b i l i t y ,  so he
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re m a in e d  a n g ry  even a f te r  he w as  d ro w n e d .  M y  g re a te s t  goa ls  

are to  avo id  b e ing  sentenced  to  d e a th ,  m a in ta in  m y  

c o n t r ib u t io n s ,  as w e l l  as m a g n i f y  th e  a ch ie ve m e n ts  o f  o u r  

deceased k in g .  T h e  th in g  I  fea r  m o s t  is  to  be p u n ish e d  and 

th u s  h a rm  o u r  deceased k in g  ’ s r e p u ta t io n  because o f  m y  

m is fo r tu n e .  F a c in g  an u n im a g in a b le  p u n is h m e n t , I co ns ide r  i t  

g ood  lu c k  to  avo id  i t .  So I d id  n o t  dare  e xp ress  m y  fee l ings  

be fo re .

“ I hea rd  th a t  in  a nc ien t t im e s ,  a g e n t le m a n  w o u ld  no t 

speak i l l  o f  h is  f o rm e r  f r ie n d  even a f te r  b re a k in g  o f f  w i t h  h im . 

A  lo y a l  c o u r t  o f f ic ia l  w o u ld  n o t  v in d ic a te  th e  u n fa i r  t r e a tm e n t  

he rece ived  w h e n  he w as  d ism issed  f r o m  o f f ic e .  A l t h o u g h  I 

am  u n w o r t h y ,  I have lea rned  f r o m  g e n t le m e n  fo r  m a n y  t im es .

I am  a f ra id  th a t  o f f ic ia ls  a t y o u r  se rv ice  m ig h t  l is te n  to  those  

c lose to  yo u  and  th e re fo re  w o n ’ t  e xa m in e  th e  m o ra ls  o f  those  

b e ing  es tranged . H e n c e ,  I s tee l m y s e l f  to  w r i t e  th is  le t te r  to  

y o u , and  hope  th a t  yo u  can pay  some a t te n t io n  to  i t .  ”

Someone Presented a Letter to V a n ’ s King

Som eone  p resen ted  a le t te r  to  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  

V a n ,  w h ic h  s t a t e d , “ I f  a so ve re ig n  is n o t  ab le  to  m a in ta in  h is  

s ta te ,  he s h o u ld  n o t  be lo a th  to  bea r  th e  less h o n o u ra b le  

r e p u ta t io n  o f  t u r n in g  to  a p o w e r fu l  s ta te . I f  t u r n in g  to  a 

p o w e r fu l  s ta te  can g u a ra n te e  lo n g - te rm  peace and  s ta b i l i t y  f o r  

th e  s t a t e , i t  can be rega rded  as a good  s t r a te g y  th a t  can b e n e f i t  

te n  th o u s a n d  g e n e ra t io n s  to  come. I f  r e s o r t in g  to  a p o w e r fu l  

s ta te  c a nn o t  b e n e f i t  te n  th o u s a n d  g e n e ra t io n s  to  co m e ,  i t
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w o u ld  be b e t te r  to  a l l y  w i t h  some w e a k  s ta tes. W h y  c a n ’ t 

w e a k  s ta tes  adhere  to  th e  s t ra te g y  o f  b u i ld in g  a ll iances?  

T h a t ’ s w h a t  I am  w o r r y in g  a b o u t  those  s ta tes  loca ted  east o f  

M o u n t  X iao . ”

M e c o n t in u e d ,  “ S p e a k in g  o f  th e  f l a t f i s h , i t  w i l l  n o t  s w im  

u n t i l  i t  f in d s  a p a r tn e r .  Peop le  in  a nc ien t t im e s  a d m ire d  th e m ,  

because th e  t w o  o f  th e m  a lw a y s  rem a in ed  u n i te d  w i t h  one 

a n o th e r .  H o w e v e r ,  in  c o n te m p o ra ry  t im e s ,  th ose  w e a k  s ta tes  

loca ted  east o f  M o u n t  X ia o  canno t re m a in  a l l ie d  a ll  th e  t im e .  

T h i s  s h o w s  th a t  these  s ta tes  a re  n o t  as' in te l l ig e n t  as the  

f la t f i s h .  T a k e  a n o th e r  in s ta n c e ,  w h e n  th re e  ca r t  p u l le r s  p u l l  a 

ca rgo  c a r t ,  th e y  c a nn o t  m o v e  a ca rt  f o rw a rd .  I f  th e y  le t tw o  

o th e r  peop le  jo in  t h e m , th e  c a r t  can be m oved  fo rw a rd  w i t h  

th e  s t r e n g th  o f  these  f ive  people. In  th e  case o f  th ose  s ta tes  

east o f  M o u n t  X ia o ,  w h e n  th e  a l l ian ce  cons is ted  o f  th re e  o f  

th e m  is s t i l l  to o  w e a k  to  c o n f ro n t  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i n , i f  th e y  w in  

o v e r  t w o  o th e r  s ta te s ,  th e y  can de fea t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in .  

H o w e v e r ,  th e y  have n o t  ye t rea lized  th a t  th e y  can jo in  one 

a n o th e r  th is  w a y .  T h e r e fo r e ,  th e y  a re  n o t  as in te l l ig e n t  as the  

ca rt  p u l le rs .  T a k e  a p e rson  f r o m  th e  s ta te  o f  H u  and  a pe rson  

f r o m  th e  s ta te  o f  Y u e  fo r  in s ta n c e ,  th e y  do  n o t  speak th e  

same la n g u a g e ,  n o r  can th e y  read each o th e r  ’ s m in d .  

H o w e v e r ,  i f  th e y  are ca u g h t  in  a s to rm  w h e n  s a i l in g  in  the  

same b o a t ,  th e y  w i l l  h e lp  each o th e r  as i f  th e y  w e re  one 

person . T h e  a l l ian ce  c o n s is t in g  o f  those  s ta tes  loca ted  east o f  

M o u n t  X ia o  is s o m e w h a t  th e  same as peop le  in  th e  same boat. 

W h e n  th e  in v a d in g  t ro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  a p p ro a c h ,  th e y  

a re  n o t  o f  one  m in d  in  c o n f r o n t in g  th e m  and sav ing
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th e m se lve s .  T h e r e fo r e ,  th e y  a re  n o t  as in te l l ig e n t  as the  

person  f r o m  H u  and th e  p e rson  f r o m  Y u e  a l lu d e d  to  above. 

T h e  th re e  a fo re m e n t io n e d  cases are th in g s  people  can do. 

H o w e v e r ,  th e  sove re ig ns  o f  th ose  s ta tes  loca ted  east o f  

M o u n t  X ia o  do  n o t  rea lize  th a t .  T h i s  is w h a t  w o r r ie s  me. I 

hope  th a t  Y o u r  M a je s ty  w i l l  t h i n k  a b o u t  i t  c a re fu l ly .  ”

H e  c o n t in u e d . “ I f  these  s ta tes  b u i ld  an a l l ian ce  w i t h  each 

o t h e r ,  t h e i r  sove re ig ns  w o n ’ t become less h o n o u ra b le ,  th e i r  

s ta tes  w i l l  s u rv iv e  fo r  e v e r ,  and  th e y  can a lso  send t ro o p s  to 

sa feg ua rd  th e  w e s te rn  b o rd e rs  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n  and  th e  

s ta te  o f  W e i.  F o r  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  n o th in g  co u ld  he b e t te r .  

I f  yo u  do n o t  ta k e  a c t io n  r ig h t  a w a y ,  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  d e f in i te ly  

be in  d a n g e r ,  and you  w i l l  be in  t r o u b le  y o u rs e l f .  N o w  th e  

s ta tes  o f  H a n ,  W e i  and  Zhao  have b u i l t  an a l l iance  w i t h  each 

o th e r .  W h e n  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  d isco ve rs  t h i s , i t  w i l l  d e f in i te ly  

a t ta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  in  th e  s o u th .  W h e n  th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao

sees th a t  th e  t ro o p s  o f  Q in  a re  a t ta c k in g  C h u ,  i t  w i l l

d e f in i t e ly  a t ta c k  y o u r  s ta te  in  th e  n o r th .  S o m e t im e s ,  issues in  

d i f fe re n t  s i tu a t io n s  have s im i la r  p ro b le m s .  I f  Q in  takes  

m i l i t a r y  a c t io n  a ga in s t  H a n  fo r  a lo n g  t im e ,  th e  s ta te  o f

Z h o n g s h a n  w i l l  be ru in e d .  I f  Q in  takes  m i l i t a r y  a c t io n  aga ins t

C h u  fo r  a lo n g  t im e ,  y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be ru in e d .  A s  I  have 

p e rs o n a l ly  p la n n e d  f o r  y o u , i t  w o u ld  he b e t te r  to  jo in  the  

s ta tes  o f  H a n ,  Z h a o ,  and  W e i  in  th e  s o u th  and a l l y  y o u r  

fo rces  w i t h  th e m  to  de fend  th e  w e s te rn  b o rd e rs  o f  H a n  and 

W e i.  I f  th o s e  s ta tes  loca ted  east o f  M o u n t  X ia o  c a nn o t  f i r m l y  

adhere  to  th is  s t r a te g y ,  a l l  o f  th e m  w i l l  be d es troye d .  ”

T h e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  sent t r o o p s  to  jo in  th e  m i l i t a r y  fo rc e s  o f

1405
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H a n ,  Z h a o  and W e i  as expec ted .

A  Guest Had a Ta lk  with the King o f Yan

Л  g ue s t had a t a l k  w i t h  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  and 

s a id ,  “ T h e  t r o o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  have d e s tro y e d  th e  t ro o p s  

o f  C h u  in  th e  s o u th  and  de fea ted  th ose  o f  Q in  in  th e  w e s t .  Q i  

can m a n ip u la te  o f f ic e rs  and  m en  o f  th e  s ta tes  o f  H a n  and W e i 

and e m p lo y  th e  peop le  o f  th e  s ta tes  o f  Y a n  and Z hao  f re e ly  

l i k e  d r i v in g  a ho rse  w i t h  a w h ip .  T h e  a n im a l w i l l  go  a n y w h e re  

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  d r i v e r ’ s w i l l .  I f  th e  t ro o p s  o f  Q i  a t ta c k  o u r  

s ta te  n o r th w a r d s ,  even f ive  Y a n s  w o u l d n ’ t  be ab le  to  res is t 

th e m . W h y  n o t  send em issa r ies  and  pe rsuas ive  ta lk e rs  

s e c re t ly  to  o th e r  s ta tes  to  w ea ken  Q i  ’ s o f f ic e rs  and m en  and 

m a k e  th e  peop le  th e re  exha us te d ?  T h e n  yo u  w i l l  be free  f r o m  

t r o u b le  d u r in g  a l l  th e  years  to  come. ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Y a n  sa id ,  

“ W e l l , g iv e  m e  f iv e  y e a rs ,  and I w i l l  rea lize  th is  goa l.  ”  Su 

Q in  s a id , “ P lease ta k e  te n  years. ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Y a n  w as  ve ry  

p leased and th e re fo re  p resen ted  Su Q in  w i t h  f i f t y  ca rr iages  

and sent h im  s o u th w a rd s  on  a d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n  to  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q i.

Su Q in  to ld  th e  k in g  o f  Q i ,  “  The t ro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i  

have d e s t ro y e d  th e  t r o o p s  o f  C h u  in  th e  s o u th ,  and defeated  

th ose  o f  Q in  in  th e  w e s t .  Q i  can m a n ip u la te  o f f ic e rs  and  m en  

o f  th e  s ta tes  o f  H a n  and  W e i  and  e m p lo y  th e  peop le  o f  the  

s ta tes  o f  Y a n  and Z hao  f re e ly  l ik e  d r i v in g  a ho rse  w i t h  a 

w h ip .  T h e  a n im a l w i l l  go  a n y w h e re  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  d r i v e r ’ s 

w i l l .  In  m y  o p in io n ,  c o n te m p o ra ry  sove re ig ns  s h o u ld  behead
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t y ra n n ic a l  sove re ig ns  and p u t  th e i r  s ta tes  in  good  o rd e r .  T h e y  

s h o u ld  o v e r th r o w  th e  u n w o r t h y  and  a t ta c k  th e  u n r ig h te o u s .  

T h e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  S ong  has sh o t  H e a v e n  and  w h ip p e d  

th e  E a r th .  H e  a lso has s ta tu e t te s  o f  a l l  th e  s ta te s ’  sove re igns  

m ade  and  p o s i t io n e d  in  th e  w a s h ro o m s  h y  th e  roads ide . H e  

a lso  s t re tc h e s  th e i r  a rm s  and sh o o ts  at th e i r  noses w i t h  a 

c a ta p u l t .  H e  is an u n w o r t h y  and  u n r ig h te o u s  so ve re ig n  o f  th e  

w o r ld .  I f  Y o u r  M a je s ty  d o n ’ t a t ta c k  h im ,  yo u  w o n ’ t  be ab le  

t o  g a in  a h ig h  and p o w e r fu l  re p u ta t io n .  T h e  land  o f  S ong  is 

loca ted  in  th e  c e n tra l  p a r t  o f  C h in a  and  is v e ry  fe r t i le .  W e  are 

n e ig h b o u r in g  s ta tes. O b ta in in g  one h u n d re d  square  l i  o f  land  

f r o m  Y a n  is less a dvan tageous  th a n  g a in in g  te n  f r o m  Song. I f  

yo u  a t ta c k  S o n g ,  n o t  o n ly  w i l l  you  ga in  a good  re p u ta t io n  fo r  

e x te n d in g  r ig h te o u s n e s s ,  b u t  you  can a lso b e n e f i t  to  a g rea t 

e x te n t .  W h y  n o t  ta ke  a c t io n ? ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Q i  s a id ,  “ G ood  

idea. ”  So he d isp a tche d  t r o o p s  to  a t ta c k  Song. T h e  t r o o p s  o f  

Q i  de fea ted  those  o f  S ong  v e ry  b a d ly  and  d e s t ro y e d  th e i r  

s ta te .

W h e n  th e  k in g  o f  Y a n  heard  t h a t ,  he c u t  d ip lo m a t ic  

re la t io n s  w i t h  Q i  and led th e  a l l ie d  t ro o p s  o f  a l l  th e  s ta tes  o f  

th e  w o r ld  to  a t ta c k  Q i .  A f t e r  a f ie rce  la rge -sca le  b a t t le  and 

t w o  in s ig n i f ic a n t  b a t t le s ,  th e y  m ade Q i  ’ s o f f ic e rs  and m en 

e x h a u s te d  and ga ined  a p o w e r fu l  r e p u ta t io n .  So i t  is sa id ,  

“ S t im u la t in g  i t s  a m b i t io n  to  m a k e  i t  lo n g  fo r  m o re  p o w e rs  by  

d in t  o f  i ts  m ig h t in e s s ,  yo u  can su bd ue  i t .  A c t iv a t in g  i ts  w is h  

f o r  e n c ro a c h in g  m o re  lan d  b y  v i r t u e  o f  i ts  vas t t e r r i t o r y ,  you  

can ca rve  up  i ts  land . ”
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Zhao Was Going to Attack Yan

T h e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  w as  g o in g  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n . 

O n  b e h a lf o f  Y a n ,  Su Q in  w e n t to  pe rsuade  K in g  H u iw e n  o f 

Z hao  and s a id , “ T o d a y  on  m y  w a y  h e re , w h e n  I c rossed  th e  

Y is h u i R iv e r ,  a c la m  cam e o u t o f  th e  w a te r  to  bask  its e lf .  B u t 

a sn ipe  pecked  th e  c la m ’ s fle s h . So th e  c la m  c losed  its  sh e ll 

and th e re fo re  tra p p e d  th e  s n ip e ’ s beak. T h e  sn ip e  s a id , ‘ I t  

w o n ’ t  ra in  to d a y . I t  w o n ’ t  ra in  to m o r ro w . T h e n  th e re  w i l l  

be a dead c lam . ’ A n d  th e  c la m  to ld  th e  s n ip e , ‘ I  w o n ’ t  set 

yo u  fre e  to d a y . I  w o n ’ t  se t yo u  fre e  to m o r ro w . T h e n  th e re  

w i l l  be a dead sn ipe . ’ N e ith e r  o f  th e m  w o u ld  g iv e  in . A  

f is h e rm a n  c a u g h t th e  tw o  o f th e m  to g e th e r . N o w  Z hao  is 

g o in g  to  a tta c k  Y a n . Y a n  and Z hao  have been c o n fro n t in g  

each o th e r  fo r  a lo n g  t im e  and  th e re fo re  th e  peop le  o n  b o th  

s ides are  e xh a u s te d . I  am  a fra id  th a t  th e  p o w e r fu l Q in  w i l l  

ta k e  a dva n ta g e  o f  yo u  ju s t  l ik e  th e  f is h e rm a n  d id . So I  hope 

Y o u r  M a je s ty  th in k  a b o u t i t  c a re fu lly .  ”  K in g  H u iw e n  s a id , “ I 

agree  w ith  y o u . ”  H e  th e n  gave u p  h is  p la n  fo r  a tta c k in g  Y a n .

Qi and W ei Vied w ith Each O ther in W inning Over Yan

T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i and th e  s ta te  o f  W e i v ied  w i th  each o th e r  

in  w in n in g  o v e r th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n . Q in  se n t a m esse ng er to  

in fo rm  th e  k in g  o f  Y a n , “ W e  have a lre a d y  w o n  o v e r th e  s ta te  

o f  Z hao. ”  W e i a lso  se n t a m esse ng e r to  in fo rm  th e  k in g  o f 

Y a n , “ W e  have  a lre a d y  w o n  o v e r th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao. ”  T h e  k in g
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o f Y a n  c o u ld  n o t m ake  a d e c is io n  o n  w h ic h  s ta te  he s h o u ld  

choose  as h is  a lly .  S uzi had a ta lk  w i th  th e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  and  s a id , “ I  hea rd  th a t a s ta te  b e g g in g  to  a lly  

w i th  a n o th e r  s ta te  w i th  h u m b le  w o rd s  and  g en e rou s  m o n e ta ry  

g if ts  is  th e  one th a t has lo s t th e  s u p p o r t o f  o th e r  s ta te s  o f  the  

w o r ld .  O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , a s ta te  b e g g in g  to  a lly  w ith  

a n o th e r  s ta te  w i th  a rro g a n t w o rd s  and a s m a ll a m o u n t o f 

m o n e ta ry  g i f t  is  th e  one  th a t  has a lre a d y  w o n  o v e r th e  s u p p o r t 

o f  o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld .  I fo u n d  th a t W e i ’ s m essenger 

w as  m o re  a r ro g a n t and he p re se n te d  less m o n e ta ry  g if t .  ”  Y a n  

th e n  a llie d  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i and w o n  o v e r th e  s ta te  o f 

Z hao. A f t e r  th a t , th e y  de fea ted  th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i.

1413
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Book 31

The Third Volume on Yan

Q i. Han and W ei Launched a Concerted Attack on Yan

A ll ie d  fo rce s  c o n s is t in g  o f  th e  tro o p s  o f th e  s ta te s  o f  Q i»  

H a n  and W e i la u n ch e d  a co n ce rte d  a tta c k  on  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n . 

Y a n  sen t th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  to  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  to  a sk  fo r  

re in fo rc e m e n ts , and th e  k in g  o f  C h u  a p p o in te d  J in g  Y a n g  to  

be C o m m a n d e r- in -C h ie f to  co m m a n d  th e  tro o p s  to  rescue 

Y a n . In  th e  e v e n in g , J in g  Y a n g  o rd e re d  th e  L e f t  S im a ( th e  

t i t le  o f  a k in d  o f  h ig h - ra n k in g  m il i ta r y  o f f ic e r  in  a n c ie n t 

C h in a )  and th e  R ig h t S im a to  p re p a re  th e ir  re sp e c tive  

e n c a m p m e n ts , and th e y  each e re c ted  a m as t to  m a rk  th e  

p laces w h e re  th e y  set up  th e ir  te n ts . J in g  Y a n g  becam e a n g ry  

and s a id , “ T h e  p laces yo u  have chosen  can be o v e rru n  b y  

m o u n ta in  to r r e n ts ,  and  y o u r  m as ts  w i l l  be dam aged . W h y  

have yo u  se t up  y o u r  te n ts  to  spend  th e  n ig h t h e re ? ”  H e  th e n  

o rd e re d  th e m  to  m o ve  to  a n o th e r  p lace. T h e  n e x t d a y , th e re  

w e re  huge  m o u n ta in  to r r e n ts ,  and  b o th  th e  m a s ts  th e y  had 

set up  b e fo re  w e re  su b m e rg e d . So th e  o ff ic e rs  and m en 

a d m ire d  J in g  Y a n g  v e ry  m uch .

T h e n  in s te a d  o f re s c u in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  J in g  Y a n g  

o rd e re d  h is  o ff ic e rs  and m en  to  a tta c k  th e  area o f Y o n g q iu  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  occup ie d  i t  and  p re se n te d  th is  area to  the  

s ta te  o f  S ong  ( th e re  m u s t be a m is ta k e  in  th is  sen tence  

because th e  s ta te  o f  S ong  has a lre a d y  been ru in e d  a t th a t
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t im e ) .  T h e  th re e  s ta te s— Q i,  H a n  and  W e i w e re  a f r a id , and 

as a r e s u l t , th e y  ceased m il i ta r y  a c tio n . T h e  tro o p s  o f  the  

s ta te  o f  W e i w e re  s ta tio n e d  w e s t o f  J in g  Y a n g ’ s a rm y , and 

th o s e  o f Q i w e re  s ta tio n e d  east o f  th e m . T h e  tro o p s  o f  C hu  

w a n te d  to  re tu rn  to  th e ir  s ta te , b u t th a t  w as  n o t im p o s s ib le . 

J in g  Y a n g  th e n  o rd e re d  th e  w e s te rn  ga te  o f  h is  cam p to  be 

opened  to  le t c h a r io ts  in  and o u t d u r in g  th e  d a y , and l i t  i t  up 

a t n ig h t to  m ake  o th e rs  b e lieve  th a t  he and  th e  tro o p s  o f  W e i 

w e re  e x c h a n g in g  m essengers  w i th  each o th e r. T h e  tro o p s  o f 

Q i w e re  b a ff le d  and th o u g h t  th a t  th e  tro o p s  o f Y a n ,  C h u  and 

W e i w e re  s c h e m in g  a g a in s t th e m . So th e y  re tre a te d . A f t e r  

th e  tro o p s  o f  Q i l e f t , th o se  o f W e i lo s t th e ir  a lly  and  th e re fo re  

c o u ld  no  lo n g e r  la u n c h  a tta c k s  a g a in s t th e  tro o p s  o f  C h u . A s  

a r e s u lt , th e y  a lso  re tre a te d  d u r in g  th e  n ig h t .  T h e n  th e  

tro o p s  o f  C h u  re tu rn e d  to  th e ir  s ta te .

Zhang Chou Was Used as a Hostage in the State of Yan

O nce Z h a n g  C h o u  w as used as a h os ta ge  in  th e  s ta te  o f 

Y a n . T h e  k in g  o f  Y a n  w as  g o in g  to  k i l l  h im . H e  escaped. 

W h e n  he w as a b o u t to  c ross  th e  b o rd e r ,  a b o rd e r  o f f ic e r  

c a u g h t h im . Z h a n g  C h o u  s a id , “ H is  M a je s ty  w a n ts  to  k i l l  me 

because som eone  has to ld  h im  th a t  I have an  e x tre m e ly  

p re c io u s  p e a rl. T h e  k in g  w a n ts  to  o b ta in  th e  p e a rl. 

H o w e v e r ,  I have lo s t  i t .  B u t th e  k in g  d o e s n ’ t  b e lie ve  m e. 

N o w  i f  you  ta k e  m e to  th e  k in g ,  I w i l l  te l l  h im  th a t  yo u  have 

seized th e  p e a rl and  s w a llo w e d  i t .  T h e n  th e  k in g  w i l l  k i l l  y o u , 

cu t y o u r  b e lly  open  and s lice  o f f  y o u r  in te s t in e s  to  lo o k  fo r  the
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p e a rl. Y o u  w i l l  n o t pe rsuade  such  a c o v e to u s  s o v e re ig n  to  

s to p  se e k in g  such  a p re c io u s  p e a rl. I  w i l l  d ie . A n d  y o u r  

in te s tin e s  w i l l  be s liced  o f f  to o . ”  T h e  b o rd e r  o f f ic e r  w as 

te r r i f ie d  b y  h is  w o rd s ,s o  he set h im  free .

X i,  V a n ’ s K ing,Sent L i Fu to Present One Hundred Yi of 

Gold to King Xiaocheng of Zhao to Wish H im  Longevity

X i , t h e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  se n t L i  F u  to  p re s e n t a 

h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  to  K in g  X ia o c h e n g  o f th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  to  

w is h  h im  lo n g e v ity . L i  F u  s ta yed  th re e  days th e re  d r in k in g .  

T h e n  he re tu rn e d  to  re p o r t  h is  w o rk  to  th e  k in g  o f  Y a n  and 

s a id , “ In  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o , a ll th e  f i t  m en  lo s t th e ir  live s  

d u r in g  th e  w a r  in  C h a n g p in g . A n d  th e ir  c h ild re n  are  s t i l l  n o t 

ye t m a tu re , so w e  can a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao. ”  T h e  k in g  

th e n  ca lle d  in  Y u e  J ia n , a lso  k n o w n  as L o rd  C h a n g g u o , to ld  

h im  a b o u t th is  and a s k e d , “ C an  w e  la u n c h  an a tta c k  a g a in s t 

th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao?  W h a t do  yo u  th in k ? ”  Y u e  J ia n  re p lie d , 

“ T h e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  can access o th e r  s ta te s  in  a ll d ire c t io n s . 

M o re o v e r ,  th e  peop le  th e re  a re  fa m il ia r  w i th  ta c tic s . W e 

s h o u ld  n o t engage in  a w a r  w ith  i t . ”  T h e  k in g  a s k e d , 

“ C o m p a re d  to  its  m i l i t a r y  fo rc e s , I  can send tw ic e  th e  n u m b e r 

o f  o ff ic e rs  and m en  to  a tta c k  i t .  W h a t do  yo u  th in k  o f  th a t? ”  

Y u e  J ia n  s a id , “ W e  ca n n o t de fe a t i t .  ”  T h e  k in g  a s k e d , " H o w  

a b o u t se n d in g  th re e  t im e s  m o re  o ff ic e rs  and  m e n ? ”  Y u e  J ian  

s a id , “ W e  c a n n o t d e fe a t i t . ”  T h e  k in g  becam e v e ry  a n g ry . 

A l l  th e  peop le  c lose  to  th e  k in g  b e lie ve d  th a t  th e y  co u ld  

la u n c h  an a tta c k  on  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o , so th e  k in g  d is p a tc h e d
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s ix  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs  to  a tta c k  Zhao. H e  o rd e re d  L i  

F u  to  co m m a n d  fo u r  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs  to  a tta c k  th e  

c ity  o f  H a o , and o rd e re d  Q in g  Q in  to  co m m an d  tw o  h u n d re d  

th o u s a n d  to  a tta c k  th e  re g io n  o f  D a i. T h e  k in g  o f Zhao  sent 

L ia n  Po to  co m m a n d  e ig h ty  th o u s a n d  s o ld ie rs  to  c o n fro n t L i  

F u  in  H a o ,  and  sen t Y u e  C h e n g  to  co m m a n d  f i f t y  th o u s a n d  to  

c o n fro n t Q in g  Q in  in  D a i. T h e  tro o p s  o f Y a n  w e re  b a d ly  

de fe a ted  and Y u e  J ian  w e n t to  th e  s ta te  o f  Zhao.

T h e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  sen t Y u e  J ia n  a le t te r  to  

a p o lo g ize  to  h im . T h e  le t te r  s ta te d , “ I  w as so u n w o r th y  th a t  I 

d id n ’ t  ta k e  y o u r  a d v ic e , and  as a r e s u l t , yo u  have le f t  m e. 

T h u s  m y  u n w o r th y  n a tu re  becom es c ry s ta l-c le a r . I  w a n te d  to  

e x p la in  m y  fe e lin g s  to  yo u  face to  fa c e , b u t yo u  w o u ld  n o t 

l is te n  to  m e. H e n c e , I  send a m esse ng er here  to  e xp ress  m y  

w ish e s  to  yo u . P lease w e ig h  up  th e  m a tte r  y o u rs e lf .  A  sa y in g  

sa ys , ‘ A  b e n e v o le n t p e rson  w o u ld  n o t e a s ily  c u t h is  re la t io n s  

w i th  o th e rs . A  w ise  p e rson  w o u ld  n o t e a s ily  bear a g ru d g e  

to w a rd s  o th e rs . ’ T h e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  yo u  and o u r  

deceased k in g  is  w e ll k n o w n  to  peop le  a ll o v e r th e  w o r ld .  I 

w is h  th a t yo u  w o u ld  ig n o re  m y  s h o r tc o m in g s . I  d id  n o t e xp e c t 

th a t  yo u  had m ade m y  m is ta k e s  o b v io u s  to  o th e rs . I  w is h  th a t 

yo u  w o u ld  c o rre c t m y  m is c o n d u c t fo r  m e. I  d id  n o t e xpe c t 

th a t  you  had m ade m y  e rro rs  a p p a re n t to  o th e rs . M o re o v e r ,  

m y  m is ta k e  has been k n o w n  to  a ll  th e  peop le  in  o u r  s ta te , and 

peop le  a ll o v e r th e  w o r ld  have a lso  hea rd  a b o u t i t .  Y o u  have 

le f t  o u r  s ta te  s e c re tly  and th e n  o p e n ly  revea led  y o u r  e m n ity  

to w a rd s  m e and th u s  d isca rd e d  m e. C e r ta in ly  I  have 

c o m m itte d  som e s ins . L ife  is  l ik e  th a t .  1 am  a fra id  th a t  you
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are  n o t a p e rso n  o f  p e rfe c t to le ra n c e . T h e re  is  a sa y in g  w h ic h  

s a y s , ‘ A  to le ra n t p e rson  w o u ld  n o t cause dam age to  o th e rs  to  

b e n e fit  h im s e lf. A  b e n e v o le n t p e rson  w o u ld  n o t pose a th re a t 

to  o th e rs  and ga in  fam e  fo r  h im s e lf .  ’ H e n c e , c o v e r in g  up  

o th e r ’ s e v il d o in g s  is  th e  b e h a v io u r  o f  a to le ra n t pe rson . 

R e m e d y in g  o th e rs  ’ e r ro rs  is th e  p r in c ip le  o f  a b e n e v o le n t 

p e rson . D o n ’ t yo u  w is h  th a t  th e re  w e re  som e peop le  c o v e r in g  

up  m y  e rro rs  as w e ll as re m e d y in g  m y  m is ta k e s  in  th e  w o r ld ?  

Y o u  w e re  a p p o in te d  to  an in f lu e n t ia l p o s it io n  b y  o u r  deceased 

k in g  and th e re fo re  ga ined  p o w e r fo r  y o u rs e lf .  H o w e v e r ,  n o w  

you  have w a n to n ly  d isca rd e d  m e to  m ake  y o u rs e lf  fe e l good. 

So it  is  d i f f ic u l t  fo r  yo u  to  co ve r up  m y  e v il and re m e d y  m y  

e rro rs . In  o u r  w o r ld ,  som e peop le  a re  b e s to w e d  m o re , som e 

le s s , so a s o v e re ig n  s h o u ld  p ro v id e  v a r io u s  b e n e fit  fo r  v a rio u s  

peop le . A l l  a c tio n s  can b r in g  a b o u t som e adva n ta g es  as w e ll 

as d is a d v a n ta g e s , so som e peop le  a lw a y s  have p ro b le m s . 

N o w  I  am  b e a rin g  th e  im p u ta t io n  o f  b e in g  u n w o r th y ,  and 

y o u r  re p u ta t io n  is  a lso  h a rm e d  because yo u  a re  n o t o f  p e rfe c t 

to le ra n c e . F o r  y o u , I  d o n ’ t  th in k  th is  is  a r ig h t  d ec is ion . 

E v e ry  s ta te  has its  o w n  b o rd e rs , and  e v e ry  hom e has i ts  o w n  

w a lls  to  m a in ta in  good  re la t io n s  a m ong  peop le  o r  fa m ily  

m e m b e rs  as w e ll as c o v e r up  th e ir  s h o r tc o m in g s . I f  a fa m ily  

c a n n o t liv e  in  h a rm o n y , th e y  w i l l  n e ve r have th e  r ig h t  to  

c r it ic iz e  th e ir  n e ig h b o u rs  a b o u t th in g s . I d id  n o t e xp ress  any  

h a tre d  o r  b it te rn e s s  to w a rd s  y o u , b u t  y o u  le f t  m e o p e n ly ,  th is  

s h o w s  th a t you  are  n o t o f  p e r fe c t to le ra n c e . A lth o u g h  I  am  

u n w o r th y ,  I  am  s t i l l  n o t as ty ra n n ic a l as Z h o u  o f  th e  S hang  

D y n a s ty  used to  be. A l th o u g h  yo u  are  n o t h a p p y  w i th  m e .
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yo u  s t i l l  have n o t s u ffe re d  so m u c h  as S hang  R o n g  and  J iz i 

d id . H o w e v e r ,  in s te a d  o f  ch o o s in g  to  s ta y  in  o u r  s ta te  to  

co ve r up  m y  s h o r tc o m in g s , you  o p e n ly  e xp ressed  y o u r  

b it te rn e s s  to w a rd s  m e o u ts id e  o u r  s ta te . I  am  a fra id  th a t  y o u r  

c o n d u c t w i l l  e v e n tu a lly  dam age y o u r  e x c e lle n t re p u ta t io n . 

D o n  ’ t  yo u  agree? I f  d o in g  so re a lly  c o u ld  m a ke  y o u r  

r ig h te o u s n e s s  c le a r to  a ll and  h e lp  yo u  g a in  a h ig h  re p u ta t io n ,  

I w o u ld  n o t re g re t i t  a lth o u g h  I  m ig h t b ea r a n o to r io u s  

re p u ta t io n  m y s e lf. H o w e v e r ,  I  th in k  yo u  ca n n o t im p ro v e  

y o u r  m o ra l i ty  b y  e x p o s in g  m y  u n w o r th in e s s  to  e v e ry b o d y . 

N o r  can yo u  g a in  a h ig h  re p u ta t io n  b y  re v e a lin g  m y  m is ta ke s . 

O n  th e  c o n t ra r y ,  i t  w i l l  m ake  th e  tw o  o f  us m u tu a l ly  

dam aged . A  r ig h te o u s  p e rson  w i l l  n o t b e n e fit  h im s e lf  by  

c a u s in g  dam age  to  o th e rs ,  b u t w i l l  h a rm  h im s e lf  b y  p o s in g  a 

th re a t to  o th e rs . I hope th a t  yo u  w i l l  n o t h a rm  th e  h a p p y  

fe e lin g s  a c c u m u la te d  d u r in g  th e  good  o ld  days because I  am  

u n w o r th y .  O nce  L iu x ia  H u i  w as e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  g o v e rn m e n t 

o f  th e  s ta te  o f  L u .  H e  had been d ism issed  f ro m  o ff ic e  th re e  

t im e s , b u t he re fu se d  to  leave L u  fo r  a n y  o th e r  s ta te . 

Som eone  to ld  h im  th a t he s h o u ld  leave L u .  L iu x ia  H u i s a id , 

‘ I f  I  u p h o ld  p o lic ie s  d if fe re n t  to  th o s e  h e ld  b y  o th e rs ,  d o n ’ t 

yo u  th in k  I  w o u ld  be d ism issed  a n y w h e re  else? I f  I w i l l  be 

d ism isse d  a n y w a y , I  w o u ld  ra th e r  s ta y  in  m y  hom e s ta t e ! ’ 

L iu x ia  H u i w o u ld  n o t change  h is  p r in c ip le  a lth o u g h  he had 

been d ism isse d  f ro m  o ff ic e  th re e  t im e s , so h is  p re v io u s  

a c h ie ve m e n ts  have been re m e m b e re d . H e  w o u ld  n o t leave h is  

s ta te  fo r  a n y  re a s o n , so n o b o d y  w o u ld  s la n d e r h im ,  f ro m  fa r  

o r  nea r. A s  fo r  th e  m is ta k e  I m ade  re c e n t ly ,  p eo p le  a ll o ve r
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th e  w o r ld  have sp read  i t  even b e fo re  i t  becam e k n o w n  in  o u r  

o w n  s ta te . A  sa y in g  s a is , ‘ A n  e x c e lle n t a rg u m e n t s h o u ld  n o t 

be e xp ressed  a g a in s t th e  a d v o c a to r  ’  s o w n  w i l l .  A  u s e fu l 

e v a lu a tio n  s h o u ld  n o t be h a rm fu l to  th e  o b je c t. A  b e n e vo le n t 

p e rson  w o u ld  n eve r e a s ily  c u t h is  re la t io n s  w i th  o th e rs . A n d  a 

w is e  p e rson  w o u ld  n e ve r g ive  up  h a lfw a y  in  a c c o m p lis h in g  

g re a t a ch ie ve m e n ts . ’ A  p e rson  g iv in g  up  h a lfw a y  w i l l  s to p  

m a k in g  g re a t c o n t r ib u t io n s ,  and a p e rson  d is c a rd in g  g en e rou s  

p ro f i t  w i l l  be ha ted  b y  o th e rs . A n y w a y ,  I do  n o t e xp e c t you  

to  g ive  up  h a lfw a y  and  b ea r b i t te r  fe e lin g s  to w a rd s  m e a t th e  

sam e t im e ,  because I  b e lie ve  such  c o n d u c t can o n ly  be 

c o m m itte d  b y  peop le  opposed  to  m e ! S uppose  I  w e re  

in n o c e n t , w o u ld  you  s t i l l  be b i t te r  to w a rd s  m e? I hope  th a t 

you  can rem ove  y o u r  e m n ity ,  re c a ll th e  fa v o u rs  o u r  deceased 

k in g  d id  p re v io u s ly ,  and  re tu rn  to  in s t ru c t  m e a ga in . I  guess 

yo u  m ig h t s a y , ‘ I  fe e l w e ll to  w itn e s s  you  c o m m itt in g  

m is ta k e s , and  I  w i l l  m ake  y o u r  m is ta k e s  c le a r to  a ll d esp ite  

th e  fa v o u rs  done  to  m e b y  o u r  deceased k in g . ’ T h u s  yo u  w i l l  

p u t m e in  such  a d ile m m a  th a t  I  can n e ith e r  im p ro v e  m y s e lf  b y  

a c c o m p lis h in g  fu r th e r  a c h ie v e m e n ts , n o r  can I re m e d y  m y  

p re v io u s  m is ta k e s . I t  is  up  to  yo u  to  m ake  a d e c is io n , and I 

hope  yo u  w i l l  th in k  a b o u t i t  c a re fu lly .  W ith  m y  reve rence  to  

y o u , I  have  e xp ressed  m y  fe e lin g s  in  th is  le t te r .  ”

Y u e  J ia n  and Y u e  C he ng  w e re  s t i l l  b i t te r  to w a rd s  h im  

because he had n o t ta k e n  th e ir  adv ice . So th e y  s ta yed  in  th e  

s ta te  o f  Z hao  and  d id  n o t re p ly  to  h im .



■
at
m
$

+

к

t

1428

Ш А 1

S Z H Z . i S A S S l o  

^ # B : “ S ^ A - , W A T E ^ o  2 . №UX

A ^ W i l Z o

[ 4 - W ]

8̂|JK̂i2LB,i6j4b3bjt̂B- D/ri£7

о

Т4-@*ЖЛ̂7, 7S-B.

*^ i-@  Д7*1В^ W 7*.,itiX.eflS-B^*< ®<1"1^^Ж.

® ZI el ж, А Т-̂-B ̂t. - ̂  ̂  ̂  Ж , A JL .̂. В 4!l ̂  i-а ̂ff А 4-о 

#itД tb ̂ 4В 7-̂  В i£̂ В #/‘i/Г-И" ̂  4--14.’’ ^iA5<; №.

ijt*i«Jt4̂ »it:“/i<iJ.̂ TXl9rit̂ B̂ .̂BM̂ Â7 ,̂ 4 
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Qin United with Zhao to Attack Yan in the North
COW

T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  u n ite d  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  to  a tta c k  

th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  in  th e  n o r th .  W h e n  th e  k in g  o f  Y a n  hea rd  o f 

t h is ,  he sen t som eone to  say c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  th e  k in g  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  Q in .

A s  th e  e m is s a ry  passed b y  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o , th e  k in g  o f 

Z hao  had h im  d e ta ine d . T h e  e m is s a ry  s a id , “ I f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in  and th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  b u ild  an a llia n c e  w i th  each o th e r ,  

o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  s u b m it to  yo u . O u r  s ta te  c a rr ie s  

o u t th e  o rd e rs  issued  b y  y o u r  s ta te  on  b e h a lf o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in . N o w  I  am  on  m y  w a y  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  on  a d ip lo m a t ic  

m is s io n  and yo u  have d e ta ine d  m e. T h is  m eans th a t th e  s ta te  

o f  Q in  and th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  a re  a t o dds  w i th  each o th e r. In  

th is  case , o th e r  s ta te s  in  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  n o t s u b m it 

to  y o u , n o r  w i l l  o u r  s ta te  c o n tin u e  to  c a rry  o u t y o u r  o rd e rs . 

M o re o v e r ,  m y  v is i t  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w i l l  cause n o  dam age 

to  y o u r  s ta te ’ s a g g re ss io n  a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  a t a ll.  ”  

T h e  k in g  o f  Z hao  th o u g h t th e  e m is s a ry  w as  r ig h t , so he le t 

h im  go.

T h e  e m is s a ry  w e n t to  see th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  and 

s a id , “ T h e  k in g  o f  o u r  s ta te  has s e c re tly  hea rd  th a t y o u r  s ta te  

and  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  have m ade  an  a llia n c e  w ith  each o th e r ,  

so he se n t m e here  to  p re s e n t yo u  w i th  one th o u s a n d  y i  o f 

g o ld  to  ce le b ra te  i t .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f Q in  s a id , “ T h e  k in g  o f  the  

s ta te  o f  Y a n  is  u n w o r th y ,  so I  o rd e re d  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  to  

o c c u p y  Y a n . W h y  a re  yo u  c o n g ra tu la t in g  m e fo r  th a t? ”  T h e

X _
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e m is s a ry  s a id , “ I hea rd  th a t  a t th e  t im e  w h e n  th e  p o w e r o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  reached  its  z e n ith ,  i t  w a s  a d ja ce n t to  the  

s ta te  o f  Q in  in  th e  s o u th ,  and its  n o r th e rn  b o rd e r  a rea— the  

L o w e r  Q u y a n g  w as a d ja ce n t to  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n . Z hao  

e n la rg e d  i ts  t e r r i t o r y  b y  th re e  h u n d re d  squa re  L i , and  th u s  it  

has c o n te n d e d  w i th  y o u r  s ta te  fo r  m o re  th a n  f i f t y  years . T h e  

reason  th a t  Z hao  has n o t de fea ted  Q in  lie s  in  th e  fa c t th a t i t  is 

a s m a ll s ta te  and is  u n a b le  to  e n la rg e  its  te r r i t o r y  fu r th e r .  

N o w  yo u  are  o rd e r in g  Z hao  to  a n n e x  Y a n  in  th e  n o r th . 

T h e re fo re ,Z h a o  w i l l  be s tre n g th e n e d  w i th  th e  p o w e r o f  Y a n , 

and as a r e s u lt , i t  w i l l  no  lo n g e r  c a r ry  o u t y o u r  o rd e rs . I 

p e rs o n a lly  w o r r y  a b o u t th a t  fo r  yo u . ”

T h e  k in g  o f  Q in  th o u g h t th e  e m is s a ry ’ s a rg u m e n t w as 

re a s o n a b le , so he d is p a tc h e d  tro o p s  to  th e  n o r th  to  rescue 

Y a n .

The Crown Prince of Yan Stayed in Qin as a Hostage

W h e n  D a n , th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  w as in  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  as a h o s ta g e , he f le d  b a ck  to  th e  s ta te  o f 

Y a n . H e  rea lize d  th a t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w a s  a b o u t to  d e s tro y  

a ll th e  s ix  s ta te s  s t i l l  in  e x is te n c e , because its  tro o p s  had 

app ro ach ed  th e  Y is h u i R iv e r . H e  fea red  th a t h is  o w n  s ta te  

m ig h t  soon be in  severe  t r o u b le ,  and  w o r r ie d  a b o u t th e  

c r it ic a l s itu a t io n . T h e n  he had a ta lk  w i th  h is  G ra n d  T u t o r —  

Ju  W u  and  s a id , “  O u r  s ta te  and th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  a re  at 

d ag ge rs  d ra w n . I hope  th a t  yo u  can schem e a g a in s t i t .  ”  Ju  

W u  re p lie d , “  T h e  te r r i t o r y  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  have reach
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e v e ry w h e re  in  th e  w o r ld ,  and i t  poses a th re a t to  s ta te s  o f  

H a n ,  W e i and Z hao. I t  is  n o t c le a r w h ic h  s ta te  w i l l  ta k e  o ve r 

th e  re g io n  n o r th  o f  th e  Y is h u i R iv e r . W h y  do  yo u  w a n t to  

schem e a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  ju s t  because w e  w e re  once 

o v e rru n  b y  i t ? ”  T h e  c ro w n  p r in c e  a s k e d , "  W h a t s h a ll I  do 

th e n ? ”  T h e  G ra n d  T u t o r  s a id , “ P lease le t m e th in k  a b o u t i t .  ”  

A f t e r  som e t im e ,  G e n e ra l F a n  Y u q i f le d  to  th e  s ta te  o f 

Y a n  fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  and th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  accep ted  

h im . G ra n d  T u to r  Ju  W u  re m o n s tra te d  w i th  th e  c ro w n  p rin c e  

and s a id , “ Y o u  s h o u ld  n o t a llo w  h im  to  s ta y  in  o u r  s ta te . T h e  

k in g  o f  Q in  is  b r u ta l , and he has been h o s tile  to w a rd s  o u r  

s ta te . H e  m u s t be v e ry  ve xed  w i th  us. C an yo u  im a g in e  h o w  

he w i l l  reac t w h e n  he hea rs  th a t  G e n e ra l F an  is  here?  I t  is  l ik e  

p u t t in g  som e m ea t in  th e  w a y  o f  a h u n g ry  t ig e r .  Y o u  w i l l  

c e r ta in ly  t r ig g e r  o f f  t ro u b le  beyo nd  re d e m p tio n . E ve n  i f  G u an  

Z h o n g  and Y a n  Y in g  cam e b a ck  to  l i f e ,  th e y  c o u ld  n o t do 

a n y th in g  a b o u t i t .  I hope th a t yo u  can send G e n e ra l F an  to  

th e  X io n g n u  P e op le  im m e d ia te ly  and b y  so d o in g  a vo id  Q in ’ s 

a g g re ss io n  a g a in s t us. Y o u  s h o u ld  a lly  w i th  th e  th re e  s ta te s —  

H a n , Z hao  and W e i in  th e  w e s t ,  th e  s ta te s  o f  Q i and C h u  in  

th e  s o u th ,  as w e ll as K in g  C h a n y u  in  th e  n o r th .  T h e n  w e  w i l l  

be ab le  to  c o n fro n t th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . ”  D a n , th e  c ro w n  p r in c e , 

s a id , “ Y o u r  s tra te g y  w i l l  ta k e  a lo n g  t im e  to  f u l f i l l .  I  am  to o  

m u d d le -h e a d e d  to  w a it  t i l l  th e n ,  b u t th a t  ’  s n o t th e  o n ly  

reason . A s  yo u  k n o w ,  G e n e ra l F an  is n o w  a t a w o r ld ’ s e n d , 

and he has been fo rc e d  to  ta k e  re fu g e  in  m y  hom e. I ca n n o t 

tra n s fe r  th is  p o o r f r ie n d  o f  m in e  to  th e  X io n g n u  P e op le  even 

u n d e r  th e  th re a t posed b y  th e  p o w e r fu l Q in . I t  is  t im e  to  face
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m y  fa te . P lease d ra w  a n o th e r  p la n . ”  Ju  W u  s a id , “ In  o u r  

s ta te ,  th e re  is  a p e rso n  nam ed T ia n  G u a n g . H e  is  v e ry  

in t e l l ig e n t , v a lo ro u s  as w e ll as com posed . W e  can p la n  w ith  

h im . ”  T h e  c ro w n  p rin c e  s a id , “ I  w a n t to  b e fr ie n d  M r  T ia n  

G u a n g  th ro u g h  yo u . Is  i t  p o s s ib le ? ”  Ju  W u  s a id , “ I w i l l  

e nsu re  th a t .  ”  So he w e n t to  v is i t  T ia n  G u a n g  and in fo rm e d  

h im  o f  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  ’ s w is h  fo r  p la n n in g  im p o r ta n t 

n a tio n a l a f fa irs  w i th  h im . T ia n  G u a n g  s a id , “ I  w i l l  fo l lo w  

y o u r  in s t ru c t io n s  w ith  re sp e c t. ”  T h e n  he w e n t to  v is i t  the  

c ro w n  p rin ce .

T h e  c ro w n  p r in c e  k n e lt  d o w n  to  w e lc o m e  h im  and 

sh ow ed  h im  th e  w a y  in  p e rson . T h e n  he k n e lt  d o w n  to  c lean 

th e  seat fo r  T ia n  G u a n g . A f t e r  T ia n  G u a n g  sa t d o w n , th e y  

w e re  a lone  to g e th e r . T h e  c ro w n  p rin c e  le f t  h is  seat and came 

o v e r to  T ia n  G u a n g  to  a sk  fo r  in s tru c t io n s . H e  s a id , “ O u r 

s ta te  and  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  a re  a t d ag ge rs  d ra w n ,  and I  hope 

th a t you  pay a t te n t io n  to  th e  c r it ic a l s itu a t io n . ”  T ia n  G u an g  

s a id , “ I  hea rd  th a t w h e n  a s w if t  h o rse  is  in  th e  p r im e  o f l i f e ,  

i t  can co ve r a d is ta n ce  o f  one  th o u s a n d  Li in  a day . H o w e v e r ,  

w h e n  i t  is  o ld ,  even a h o rse  6 f  lo w  q u a li ty  can o u tru n  i t .  Y o u  

have hea rd  s to r ie s  o f  m y  l i fe  th a t  to o k  p lace w h e n  I  w as 

y o u n g , and  have n o t rea lize d  th a t  I  have lo s t  a ll  m y  s ta m in a . 

A lth o u g h  th is  is  th e  r e a l i t y ,  I  d a re  n o t ig n o re  th e  im p o r ta n t  

a f fa ir s  o f  o u r  s ta te . I  have  a good  f r ie n d ,  w ho se  nam e is  J in g  

K e ,  and w e  can a llo c a te  h im  th is  ta s k . ”  T h e  c ro w n  p rin c e  

s a id , “ I hope  th a t  yo u  can in tro d u c e  J in g  K e  to  m e. Is  i t  

p o s s ib le ? ”  T ia n  G u a n g  s a id , “ O f  cou rse . I  w i l l  do  so. ”  H e  

rose  and  le f t  im m e d ia te ly . T h e  c ro w n  p rin c e  accom pan ied  h im
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to  th e  ga te  and s a id , “ W h a t I have  to ld  y o u  is  v e ry  im p o r ta n t 

to  o u r  s ta te . I  hope  th a t  yo u  w i l l  n o t d iv u lg e  i t  to  o th e rs . ”  

T ia n  G u a n g  b o w e d  to  h im ,  s m ile d  and s a id , “ I  w o n ’ t. ”

T h e n  d e s p ite  h is  c ro o k b a c k , he w e n t to  v is i t  J in g  K e  on 

fo o t and s a id , “ E v e ry o n e  in  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  k n o w s  th a t you  

and  I  a re  good  fr ie n d s . T h e  c ro w n  p rin c e  has heard  som e 

s to r ie s  o f  m y  l i fe  th a t  happened  w h e n  I  w as  y o u n g , b u t does 

n o t rea lize  th a t  I  am  n o w  an o ld  p e rson  o f no  s ta m in a . So he 

to ld  m e , ‘ O u r  s ta te  and th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  a re  a t d ag ge rs  d ra w n , 

and  I  hope  th a t  you  pay  a tte n t io n  to  i t ,  s ir . ’ Because o f m y  

c lose  re la t io n s h ip  w i th  y o u , I reco m m en d ed  yo u  to  th e  c ro w n  

p r in c e , and I hope  th a t yo u  can pay a v is it  to  h im . ”  J in g  K e  

s a id , “ I  w i l l  c a re fu lly  fo l lo w  y o u r  in s tru c t io n s . ”  T ia n  G u an g  

s a id , “ I heard  th a t  w h e n  a m an  o f v ir tu e  does s o m e th in g  fo r  

a n o th e r  p e rs o n , he w i l l  n o t m a ke  th e  la t te r  fe e l sce p tica l 

to w a rd s  h im . T h e  c ro w n  p r in c e  has e n jo in e d  m e , ‘ T h is  is  an 

im p o r ta n t  p la n  w h ic h  is  c ru c ia l to  o u r  s ta te , and  I  hope  th a t 

yo u  w i l l  n o t d iv u lg e  i t  to  o th e rs . ”  T h is  m eans th a t  he is 

s u s p ic io u s  o f  m e. I f  a p e rson  w is h in g  to  h e lp  o th e rs  is 

d o u b te d  b y  h is  b e n e fic ia ry , he s h o u ld  n o t be reg a rde d  as a 

k n ig h t -e r ra n t .  ”  T h e n  T ia n  G u a n g  p la n n e d  to  k i l l  h im s e lf  and 

to  e nco u rag e  J in g  K e ,  so he s a id , “ P lease  v is it  th e  c ro w n  

p rin c e  im m e d ia te ly  and  te l l  h im  th a t I  am  dead. T h e re fo re ,  he 

w i l l  k n o w  th a t  o u r  p la ns  w i l l  n o t be d iv u lg e d  in  a ny  case. ”  

T h e n  he c o m m itte d  su ic ide .

J in g  K e  w e n t to  see th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  and  to ld  h im  th a t 

T ia n  G u a n g  had k i l le d  h im s e lf  in  o rd e r  to  p ro v e  th a t he w o u ld  

n o t d iv u lg e  th e  p la n . T h e  c ro w n  p rin c e  b o w e d  tw ic e ,  k n e lt
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d o w n  o n  th e  g ro u n d , and te a rs  f lo w e d  d o w n  to  h is  knees. 

A f t e r  a w h i le ,  he s a id , “ I to ld  M r  T ia n  n o t to  d iv u lg e  o u r  

secre t because I  w a n t to  c a r ry  o u t th is  g re a t p la n  

s u c c e s s fu lly . N o w  M r  T ia n  is  te l l in g  m e th a t  he w o u ld  no t 

d iv u lg e  i t  even a t th e  cos t o f  h is  o w n  life . T h is  is  n o t in  

accordance  w i th  m y  o r ig in a l w i l l ! ”  A f t e r  J in g  K e  sat d o w n , 

th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  le f t  h is  o w n  s e a t, b o w e d  to  h im  and  s a id , 

“ M r  T ia n  d id  n o t k n o w  th a t I  am  indeed  u n w o r th y ,  so he 

cam e here  to  g iv e  m e som e in s tru c t io n s . T h is  sh o w s  

H e a v e n ’ s m e rc y  to w a rd s  o u r  s ta te . T h o u g h  I  am  an o rp h a n , I 

am  n o t d isca rd e d  b y  H ea ven . N o w  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  is 

e x tre m e ly  c o v e to u s , and its  g reed  can n e ve r be s a tis fie d . T h e  

k in g  o f  Q in  w i l l  n o t s to p  in v a d in g  o th e r  s ta te s  u n t i l  he has 

o ccup ie d  a ll th e  te r r i t o r y  u n d e r th e  sun  and m ade  a ll o th e r  

s o v e re ig n s  in  th e  w o r ld  su ccum b  to  h im . N o w  th e  tro o p s  o f 

Q in  have c a p tu re d  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  H a n ,  seized a ll its  

t e r r i t o r y ,  and th e n  th e y  a tta c k e d  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  in  th e  

s o u th , as w e ll as a pp ro ach ed  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  in  th e  n o r th . 

W a n g  J ia n  has co m m an de d  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  s o ld ie rs  to  

a p p ro a ch  th e  re g io n s  o f  Z h a n g  and Y e ,  and L i  X in  has led 

tro o p s  to  a tta c k  T a iy u a n  and Y u n z h o n g . T h e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  is 

u n a b le  to  c o n fro n t th e  in v a d in g  tro o p s  o f Q in ,  so i t  w i l l  

d e f in ite ly  y ie ld  to  th e m . I f  th is  is  th e  c a s e ,o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be in  

d a n g e r. O u r  s ta te  is  s m a ll and w e a k , and  has been de fea ted  

m a n y  t im e s  b e fo re . E ve n  i f  w e  m o b iliz e  peop le  a ll o v e r the  

s ta te  to  f ig h t  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in ,  w e  w i l l  n o t be a b le  to  s to p  

th e m . A l l  o th e r  s ta te s  have s u b m it te d  to  Q in ,  and none  o f 

th e m  dares p ra c tis e  H e zo n g . In  m y  p e rson a l o p in io n ,  I  th in k
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w e  s h o u ld  e m p lo y  th e  b ra v e s t w a r r io r  u n d e r  th e  sun  and  send 

h im  to  Q in  on  a d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n  to  o f fe r  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  a 

h ug e  a m o u n t o f  g o ld . I f  he is  te m p te d  b y  u s , w e  can f u l f i l l  

o u r  w ish e s . I t  w i l l  be a g re a t b e n e fit to  th e  w o r ld  i f  w e  can 

re a lly  coerce  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  in to  re tu rn in g  a ll th e  te r r i t o r y  

seized f ro m  o th e r  s ta te s  ju s t  l ik e  C ao M o  d id  to  D u k e  H u a n  o f 

Q i b e fo re ! I f  he re je c ts , th e  w a r r io r  can assass ina te  h im . T h e  

C o m m a n d e rs - in -C h ie f o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  a re  c o m m a n d in g  

tro o p s  o u ts id e  th e ir  s ta te . I f  th e  s ta te  is  in  ch a o s , th e  

s o ve re ig n  and th e  s u b je c ts  w i l l  becom e sce p tica l a b o u t each 

o th e r . T h e n  w e  can ta ke  occas ion  to  a lly  w i th  o th e r  s ta te s  to  

b u ild  an a llia n c e  a g a in s t Q in ,  and as a r e s u lt , w e  can 

d e f in ite ly  d e fe a t i t .  T h is  is  m y  g re a te s t hope. H o w e v e r ,  I  do 

n o t k n o w  w h o m  I can e n tru s t  w i th  th is  ta s k . I  o n ly  hope  th a t 

yo u  can a tte n d  to  i t .  ”  A f t e r  a lo n g  t im e ,  J in g  K e  s a id , “ T h is  

is  a v e ry  im p o r ta n t  ta s k  w h ic h  is  c ru c ia l to  o u r  s ta te . I  am  

in ca p a b le  and  n o t q u a lif ie d  fo r  p e r fo rm in g  such  a g re a t ta s k . ”  

T h e  c ro w n  p rin c e  cam e up  to  h im ,  bow ed  to  h im  and in s is te d  

th a t  he accep t th e  ta s k . So J in g  K e  p ro m is e d  to  do  so. T h e n  

th e  c ro w n  p rin c e  c o n fe rre d  th e  ra n k  o f  S hang  Q in g  ( re fe r r in g  

to  th e  h ig h e s t ra n k  o ffe re d  to  a c o u r t  o f f ic ia l in  a n c ie n t C h in a )  

on  J in g  K e ,  and a lso  p ro v id e d  h im  th e  bes t ro o m . T h e  c ro w n  

p r in c e  w e n t to  ch eck  J in g  K e  ’ s w e ll-b e in g  in  p e rson  e ve ry  

d a y , se rved  h im  v a r io u s  k in d s  o f  m e a t, v a lu a b le  ite m s , 

c a rr ia g e s , s w if t  h o rs e s , as w e ll as b e a u t ifu l w o m e n . J in g  K e  

c o u ld  do  a n y th in g  he w a n te d .

A  lo n g  t im e  had passed and  J in g  K e  s t i l l  sh o w e d  no s ig n  

o f d e p a r tin g . G e n e ra l W a n g  J ia n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  conquered
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ĵ o ОбЗ

s  ^

H  5

^  ^  ®

Bt ^  ^
w  <  ^
^  V^r 12<1

I  ^

■V? ^  

v 5  s  ^
4 -  и

<
1W
iR

4p9

e

5P

•'«o

4«Ғ
* <

*
-H

■ 4

> b

I
•B

4

«<

3

■sK

M -

4'
1Й<

У
i
-C

I  

^  *

У  и
* ~  №

^  vg

^  I

M Ю
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th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o , c a p tu re d  th e  k in g ,  seized a ll th e  te r r i to r y  

o f  Z h a o , and  th e n  m a rch e d  to w a rd s  th e  n o r th  to  o ccu p y  m o re  

la n d  and reached  th e  s o u th e rn  b o rd e r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n . 

C ro w n  P r in c e  D an  w as  fr ig h te n e d . So he w e n t to  ta lk  w ith  

J in g  K e  and s a id , “ T h e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  w i l l  c ro ss  th e  Y is h u i 

R iv e r  a t a n y  tim e . A lth o u g h ' I  w a n t to  t re a t yo u  w e ll fo r  e v e r , 

b u t i t  is  n o t p o ss ib le . ”  J in g  K e  s a id , “ E ve n  i f  yo u  had n o t 

com e here  to  te l l  m e a b o u t th is ,  I w as th in k in g  o f g o in g  to  see 

yo u . I f  I  go  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w ith o u t  a ny  im p o r ta n t  and 

va lu a b le  to k e n s  o f t r u s t , I ca n n o t w in  i t  o ve r. S p e a k in g  o f 

G e n e ra l F a n , th e  k in g  o f  Q in  is  n o w  o ffe r in g  a re w a rd  o f one 

th o u s a n d  j i n  o f  g o ld  a lo n g  w ith  a c o u n ty  w i th  te n  th o u sa n d  

fa m ilie s  fo r  h is  head. I f  I  can o b ta in  h is  head a lo n g  w i th  th e  

m ap  o f  th e  a rea o f  D u k a n g  ( re fe r r in g  to  ce d in g  D u k a n g  to  

Q in )  and p re se n t th e m  to  th e  k in g  o f  Q in ,  he w i l l  d e f in ite ly  

be g la d  to  g ra n t an in te rv ie w  to  m e. T h e n  I  can p e r fo rm  the  

ta s k  fo r  y o u . ”  T h e  c ro w n  p r in c e  s a id , “ W e l l ,  G e n e ra l F an  

cam e to  m e to  ta k e  re fu g e  here  w h e n  he w as  a t a co m p le te  

loss . I can ’ t c o n te m p la te  h a rm in g  h im  fo r  m y  o w n  sake. I 

hope  th a t yo u  can th in k  o f  a n o th e r  p la n . ”

J in g  K e  k n e w  th a t th e  c ro w n  p rin c e  c o u ld  n o t 

c o n te m p la te  k i l l in g  F an  Y u q i,  so he w e n t to  see F an  Y u q i in  

p e rson  and s a id , “ T h e  s ta te  o f  Q in  has c o m m itte d  such  s ins 

a g a in s t yo u . B o th  y o u r  p a re n ts  and a ll th e  m e m e b e rs  o f  you  

c la n  w e re  sentenced  to  d e a th . I  hea rd  th a t i t  has o ffe re d  a 

re w a rd  o f  one  th o u s a n d  j i n  o f  g o ld  a lo n g  w i th  a c o u n ty  w ith  

te n  th o u s a n d  fa m ilie s  fo r  y o u r  head. W h a t w i l l  yo u  d o ? ”  

G e n e ra l F an  lo o ke d  u p  to w a rd s  th e  s k y  and  g ro a n e d , and
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w ith  te a rs  s tre a m in g  d o w n  h is  fa c e , he s a id , “ I  fe e l the  

deepest g r ie f  e v e ry  t im e  I th in k  o f  i t .  B u t I  do  n o t k n o w  w h a t 

I  can d o ! ”  J in g  K e  s a id , “  I have  a s u g g e s tio n , and i f  you  

fo l lo w  i t ,  yo u  can rem ove  th e  t ro u b le  faced b y  th e  s ta te  o f 

Y a n  as w e ll as e xac t revenge  u po n  Q in . W i l l  yo u  lis te n  to  

m e ? ”  F a n  Y u q i cam e o v e r to  J in g  K e  and asked  h im ,  “ W h a t 

s h a ll w e  do  th e n ? ”  J in g  K e  s a id , “ I w a n t to  o b ta in  y o u r  head 

and  th e n  p re se n t i t  to  th e  k in g  o f  Q in . T h u s  he w i l l  be v e ry  

g la d  and th e re fo re  w i l l  agree  to  g ra n t m e an in te rv ie w . T h e n  I 

w i l l  g ra s p  h is  s leeves w i th  m y  le f t  h a n d , and  a t th e  sam e t im e  

s ta b  h im  in  th e  ches t w ith  m y  r ig h t  hand . T h u s  I  can ta ke  

revenge  b o th  fo r  yo u  and  fo r  th e  in s u lt  s u ffe re d  p re v io u s ly  by  

th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n . D o  yo u  w a n t m e to  do  th is ? ”  S h o w in g  h a lf  

o f  h is  ches t and f i r m ly  g ra s p in g  th e  r ig h t  w r is t  w i th  h is  le f t  

h a n d , F an  Y u q i cam e o v e r to  J in g  K e  and s a id , “ I  fee l th e  

deepest g r ie f  d ay  and n ig h t , and  n o w  I  k n o w  w h a t w e  can do 

a b o u t i t .  ”  T h e n  he c o m m itte d  su ic id e . W h e n  th e  c ro w n  

p r in c e  hea rd  th is ,  he ran  to  th e  s p o t,  th re w  h im s e lf  o n  th e  

co rpse  and w e p t. H e  w as  v e ry  sad. H o w e v e r ,  s ince  th e  

tra g e d y  had h a p p e n e d , th e re  w as n o th in g  to  do  a b o u t i t .  So 

th e  c ro w n  p rin c e  p icke d  up  F an  Y u q i ’ s h e a d , p u t i t  in  a s m a ll 

b o x  and sealed it .

T h e n  th e  c ro w n  p rin c e  s ta r te d  to  lo o k  fo r  th e  sh a rp e s t 

d a g g e r u n d e r th e  sun . H e  fo u n d  th e  d a g g e r o f  X u  F u re n ,  a 

m an  f ro m  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o , o ffe re d  h im  a h u n d re d  y i o f  g o ld  

fo r  th e  d a g g e r, and  th e n  asked  a c ra fts m a n  to  d ip  i t  in to  

p o iso n o u s  w a te r . T h e n  he te s te d  th e  d a g g e r. W h o e v e r w as 

c u t b y  i t  w o u ld  d ie  on  th e  sp o t. T h e n  he had J in g  K e  ’ s
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c a rr ia g e  and  lu g g a g e  p re p a re d , and w as  re a d y  to  send h im  to  

Q in . In  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n ,  th e re  w as  a w a r r io r  nam ed Q in  

W u y a n g . W h e n  he w as  o n ly  tw e lv e  yea rs  o ld ,  he k i l le d  

a n o th e r  p e rs o n , and  p eo p le  d id  n o t dare  lo o k  a t h im  d ire c t ly  

in  th e  eye. So th e  c ro w n  p rin c e  a p p o in te d  Q in  W u y a n g  to  be 

J in g  K e , s a s s is s ta n t. J in g  K e  had  an a s s is ta n t ,w h o  w a n te d  to  

go  to  Q in  to g e th e r  w i th  h im  b u t liv e d  in  a p lace  fa r  a w a y , so 

J in g  K e  had  to  w a it  fo r  h im . A f t e r  som e t im e , he s t i l l  d id  n o t 

leave  fo r  Q in . T h e  c ro w n  p rin c e  th o u g h t he w as  to o  s lo w , 

and d o u b te d  th a t  he m ig h t have changed  h is  m in d ,  so he w e n t 

to  u rg e  h im  a ga in  and s a id , “ O u r  t im e  is  ru n n in g  o u t. D o  you  

re a lly  w a n t to  do th is ?  I f  n o t ,  I  w i l l  send Q in  W u y a n g  th e re  

f i r s t .  ”  J in g  K e  w as  v e x e d , and  he sco lded  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e , 

“ B o y , i t  w a s  yo u  th a t  to ld  m e to  ta ke  th e  r is k  o f  lo s in g  m y  life  

to  accep t th is  e x te m e ly  d i f f ic u l t  t a s k ! N o w  I  am  g o in g  to  

e n te r  th e  in c re d ib ly  p o w e r fu l Q in  a rm ed  o n ly  w i th  a d a g g e r. I  

have  d e layed  th e  t r ip  o n ly  because I  am  w a it in g  fo r  m y  g ues t. 

I f  yo u  th in k  I  am  to o  s lo w ,  I  w i l l  leave r ig h t  a w a y ! ”  So he 

le f t  fo r  Q in .

T h e  c ro w n  p rin c e  and o th e r  g u e s ts  k n o w in g  th is  p la n  

d ressed  in  w h ite  to  see J in g  K e  o f f .  W h e n  th e y  a rr iv e d  a t th e  

Y is h u i R iv e r ,  th e y  h e ld  a r itu a l to  in fo rm  th e  a n c e s to rs , and 

th e n  J in g  K e  le f t .  G ao  J ia n li p la ye d  th e  Z h u  ( th e  nam e o f a 

m u s ic a l in s t ru m e n t )  and  J in g  K e  sang to  th e  m u s ic . W h e n  th e  

tu n e  o f B ia n zh i w as p la y e d , e ve ryo n e  w as  in  te a rs . J in g  K e  

m ove d  a fe w  s teps  fo rw a rd  and s a n g , “ T h e  w in d  is  r u s t l in g ,  

and th e  w a te r  o f  th e  Y is h u i R iv e r  is  c o ld . A  w a r r io r  is  le a v in g  

and w i l l  n e ve r have th e  chance to  com e b a c k ! ”  W h e n  th e
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ve h e m e n t tu n e  o f  Y u  w as  p la y e d , e ve ryo n e  ’ s eyes becam e 

w id e  o p e n , and th e ir  h a ir  b r is t le d  w ith  a n g e r p ro p p in g  up 

th e ir  h a ts . T h e n  J in g  K e  g o t in  th e  c a rr ia g e  and le f t ,  w ith o u t  

ta k in g  a lo o k  back  a t th e m  aga in .

A f t e r  J in g  K e  a rr iv e d  in  th e  s ta te  o f Q in ,  he b rib e d  M e n g  

J ia ,  one o f  th e  Z h o n g s h u z i ( r e fe r r in g  to  a k in d  o f  ra n k  

c o n fe rre d  on  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls ) , w h o  w as  a b e loved  c o u r t o ff ic ia l 

o f  th e  k in g  o f  Q in ,  w i th  m u c h  g o ld  and o th e r  tre a s u re s  he had 

ta k e n  w ith  h im . O n  b e h a lf o f  J in g  K e ,  M e n g  J ia  had a ta lk  

w ith  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  in  advance and s a id , “ T h e  k in g  o f th e  

s ta te  o f  Y a n  re a lly  a d m ire s  y o u r  p o w e r , so he does no t dare  

m o b iliz e  h is  tro o p s  to  c h a lle n g e  yo u . T h e re fo re ,  he w a n ts  to  

e xp ress  h is  w is h  o f  re g a rd in g  h im s e lf  as one o f y o u r  c o u r t 

o f f ic ia ls  l ik e  o th e r  s ta te s ’ s o ve re ig n s  have done. H e  w i l l  a lso  

p ro v id e  o f fe r in g s  to  yo u  l ik e  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  do  as lo n g  as you  

a llo w  h im  to  c o n tin u e  h o ld in g  ce re m o n ie s  to  w o rs h ip  h is  

a n ce s to rs  a t th e  a n c e s tra l te m p le . H e  d id  n o t dare  e xp ress  

th is  in  p e rs o n , so he k i l le d  F an  Y u q i and  sen t m essengers 

here  w i th  th e  m ap  o f th e  area o f D u k a n g . H e  had these  th in g s  

sealed and  w e n t to  th e  c o u r t to  see th e  m essengers  o f f ,  and 

o rd e re d  th e m  to  in fo rm  yo u  a b o u t it .  T h e y  are  re a d y  to  c a rry  

o u t y o u r  o rd e rs . ”

W h e n  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  hea rd  th is ,  he w a s  v e ry  happy . 

T h e n  he h e ld  c o u r t  to  rece ive  th e  m essengers  f r o m  Y a n  

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  r itu a ls  d e sc rib e d  as J iu  B in  a t th e  X ia n y a n g  

Pa lace . J in g  K e  c a rr ie d  th e  head o f  F an  Y u q i,  and  Q in  

W u y a n g  he ld  th e  b o x  w h ic h  c o n ta in e d  th e  m ap . T h e y  

p re se n te d  these  to  th e  k in g  b y  tu rn s . Q in  W u y a n g  ’ s
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c o u n te n a n ce  changed  because o f  fe a r. T h e  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  

w o n d e re d  w h y . J in g  K e  tu rn  a ro u n d , la u g h e d  a t Q in  W u y a n g  

and apo lo g ize d  fo r  h im ,  “ L o o k ,  th is  m e n ia l y o u n g  m a n  fro m  

th e  area o f  th e  n o r th e rn  m in o r i ty  peop le  has n e ve r seen a Son 

o f  H e a ve n  b e fo re , so he is  t r e m b lin g  w ith  fe a r. Y o u r  

M a je s ty ,  p lease g iv e  a l i t t le  pa tie nce  to  us and a llo w  us to  

p re se n t these  g if ts  to  yo u . ”  T h e  k in g  o rd e re d  J in g  K e ,  “ Y o u ,  

r is e  and fe tc h  th e  m ap  he ld  b y  W u y a n g ! ”  A f t e r  J in g  K e  

fe tch e d  th e  m a p , he opened  i t ,  and  th e  d a g g e r appeared  a t th e  

end o f  i t .  T h e n  he g ra spe d  th e  k in g  ’ s sleeves w i th  h is  le f t  

h a n d , and a t th e  sam e t im e  s ta bb ed  a t th e  k in g ’ s ch e s t w ith  

th e  d a g g e r he ld  in  h is  r ig h t  hand . B e fo re  th e  d a g g e r reached 

th e  k in g ,  th e  k in g  w as te r r i f ie d .  H e  s to o d  up  q u ic k ly  and  to re  

h is  s leeves. H e  t r ie d  to  d ra w  h is  s w o rd ,  b u t i t  s tu c k  f i r m ly  in  

th e  sh ea th . In  th is  c r it ic a l s i tu a t io n ,  he c o u ld  n o t p u l l  o u t th e  

s w o rd  im m e d ia te ly  as he w is h e d . J in g  K e  chased th e  k in g ,  

and th e  k in g  tr ie d  to  ru n  a ro u n d  a p o s t. T h e  c o u r t  o ff ic ia ls  

w e re  to o  sh ocke d  to  reac t p o s t iv e ly  to  th is  e ve n t h a p p e n in g  so 

s u d d e n ly , and  th e y  w e re  a ll a t a loss . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  la w s  

o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  w h e n  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls  w o rk e d  in  th e  c o u r t 

h a l l , t h e y  w e re  fo rb id d e n  to  c a r ry  w ea po ns . T h e  L a n g  Z h o n g s  

( r e fe r r in g  to  th e  ra n k  o f  a k in d  o f  m i l i ta r y  o f f ic e r  in  ch a rg e  o f 

s a fe g u a rd in g  th e  k in g )  w h o  c a rr ie d  w ea po ns  w e re  s ta n d in g  

o u ts id e  th e  h a ll.  T h e y  w e re  n o t a llo w e d  to  e n te r  th e  h a ll u n t i l  

o rd e re d  b y  th e  k in g . A t  th a t  t im e ,  th e  k in g  w as in  such  a 

tense  s ta te  th a t he c o u ld n ’ t  issue  an o rd e r  to  th e  o ff ic e rs . S o , 

J in g  K e  chased th e  k in g . T h e  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls  d id  n o t have a ny  

w ea po ns  a t h a n d , so th e y  fo u g h t J in g  K e  o n ly  w i th  f is ts .
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T h e n ,  X ia  W u ju ,  a m e d ica l d o c to r  in  th e  se rv ice  o f  th e  k in g ,  

th re w  h is  m e d ic in e  bag a t J in g  K e  to  beat h im  o f f .  T h e  k in g  

w as s t i l l  ru n n in g  a ro u n d  th e  p os t and  d id  n o t k n o w  h o w  to  

cope w i th  such  an e ven t. T h e  peop le  a ro u n d  h im  s a id , “ Y o u r  

M a je s ty ,  p u t th e  s w o rd  on  th e  back  and th e n  p u l l  i t  o u t ! P u t 

th e  s w o rd  on  th e  back  and th e n  p u l l  i t  o u t ! ”  T h e n  th e  k in g  

p u lle d  o u t th e  s w o r d , s ta bb ed  J in g  K e  and cu t o f f  h is  le f t  

th ig h . J in g  K e  w as m a im e d , so he th re w  h is  d a g g e r a t the  

k in g . H o w e v e r ,  i t  m issed  h im  and h it  th e  p o s t. T h e  k in g  

s ta bb ed  J in g  K e  a g a in  and  aga in  u n t i l  J in g  K e  g o t e ig h t 

w o u n d s . J in g  K e  rea lize d  th a t  he w o u ld  n o t s u rv iv e . H e  le a n t 

u p o n  th e  p o s t , s tre tc h e d  h is  legs  on  th e  g ro u n d  and cu rse d  

th e  k in g ,  “ I fa ile d  because I  w a n te d  to  c a p tu re  yo u  a liv e  and 

th e n  fo rce  yo u  to  r e tu rn  th e  la n d  yo u  o ccup ied  fro m  us fo r  o u r  

c ro w n  p rin c e  ’ s sake. ”  T h e  peop le  a ro u n d  th e  k in g  th e n  

app ro ach ed  J in g  K e  and k i l le d  h im . T h e  k in g  fe lt  d izzy  fo r  

q u ite  a lo n g  t im e . T h e n  he re w a rd e d  th o se  m e r ito r io u s  c o u r t 

o f f ic ia ls  a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir  c o n tr ib u t io n s  in  th e  f ig h t  as w e ll as 

p u n is h in g  th o se  w h o  s h o u ld  be co nd em ne d . E v e ry  in d iv id u a l 

w as tre a te d  d if fe re n t ly .  H e  re w a rd e d  X ia  W u ju  w i th  tw o  

h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  and  s a id , “ W u ju  love s  m e , so he used h is  

m e d ic in e  bag to  re p u ls e  J in g  K e . ”

A s  a r e s u l t , th e  k in g  o f  Q in  becam e v e ry  a n g ry  to w a rd s  

th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n . H e  se n t m o re  tro o p s  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  

and o rd e re d  G e n e ra l W a n g  J ia n  to  lead th e m  to  a tta c k  th e  

s ta te  o f  Y a n . T e n  m o n th s  la te r ,  th e y  seized th e  c a p ita l o f  J i. 

X i , th e  k in g  o f  Y a n ,  and th e  c ro w n  p rin c e  co m m an de d  e lite  

t ro o p s  to  m a rc h  to  th e  east to  d e fend  th e  area o f  L ia o d o n g . L i
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X in ,  one  o f  th e  g e n e ra ls  o f  th e  a rm y  o f Q in ,p u rs u e d  th e  k in g  

o f  Y a n . W h e n  th e  k in g  fo u n d  h im s e lf  in  a c r it ic a l s i tu a t io n ,  

he to o k  th e  adv ice  o f  J ia , th e  k in g  o f  D a i,a n d  k i l le d  th e  c ro w n  

p rin c e . T h e  k in g  p la n n e d  to  p re s e n t th e  co rp se  to  Q in  to  

appease i ts  fe e lin g s . N e v e rth e le s s , th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  a tta c k e d  

h im  a ga in . T h e  s ta te  o f  Y a n  w as  d e s tro y e d  f iv e  ye a rs  la te r ,  

and  th e  k in g  o f  Y a n  w as c a p tu re d  a liv e . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q in  annexed  a ll th e  o th e r  s ta te s  o f  th e  w o r ld .

A f t e r  th a t ,  G ao  J ia n l i ,  th e  fr ie n d  o f  J in g  K e ,  had th e  

chance o f p la y in g  th e  Z h u  fo r  th e  k in g  o f  Q in . So he to o k  

occas ion  to  s t r ik e  th e  k in g  w i th  th e  Z h u  to  seek reve ng e  upon  

Q in  fo r  th e  sake o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Y a n . H o w e v e r ,h e  m issed  and 

lo s t h is  l i fe  as a re s u lt .
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Book 32

On Song and Wei

The Troops o f Q i Attacked Song and Song Sent Zangzi to 

Chu to Ask for Reinforcements

T h e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i w e re  g o in g  to  a tta c k  th e  

s ta te  o f  S ong . T h e re fo re ,S o n g  sent Z angz i to  th e  s ta te  o f  C hu  

to  a sk  fo r  re in fo rc e m e n ts . T h e  k in g  o f  C h u  appeared  v e ry  

h a p p y  and p ro m is e d  to  do  h is  bes t to  h e lp  Song . Z angz i w as 

v e ry  m e la n c h o ly  on  h is  w a y  back  to  Song . H is  d r iv e r  a s k e d , 

“ Y o u  asked  fo r  h e lp  and  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  p ro m is e d  yo u  to  he lp  

us. So w h y  are  yo u  lo o k in g  so sa d? ”  Z angz i s a id , “ O u r  s ta te  

is s m a ll and Q i is  la rg e . R e s c u in g  a s m a ll s ta te  to  o ffe n d  a b ig  

one  is  s o m e th in g  e v e ry  s o v e re ig n  w i l l  w o r r y  a b o u t. H o w e v e r ,  

th e  k in g  o f  C h u  appeared  v e ry  h ap py . H e  m u s t have in te n d e d  

to  b o o s t o u r  m o ra le . I f  o u r  m o ra le  is  h ig h ,  w e  can m a ke  th e  

o ff ic e rs  and m en  o f  Q i e xh a u s te d . A n d  th is  is  adva n ta g eo us  to  

C h u . ”  Z angz i th e n  w e n t back  to  Song . T h e  k in g  o f  Q i 

d is p a tc h e d  h is  tro o p s  to  a tta c k  S ong  as expe c ted . T h e y  

occup ie d  f iv e  c it ie s  o f  S o n g , b u t th e  re in fo rc e m e n ts  o f  C hu  

d id n ’ t  com e to  S o n g ’ s a id .

Gongshu Ban Invented Some Apparatus for Chu to Attack

Song

G o n g s h u  B an in v e n te d  som e a p p a ra tu s  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f



■
ш.

ш

£

+

t

1458

( Ж ) С Л ] ! , ,Е ^ В : “ Й ^ ^ 5 Ш , ^ ^ Й ^ .  

( Ж ) [ А ] М Ж т » Л ^ ^ ^ | Ш Ж А !  « 1 ‘п 1 Й ^ М ^ Ш ? ” ^ $ в 1 Ш № й Л #  

Ik L Z Z o  

U t A M ^ A

tH?,’ £ B : ‘‘ ^ A W B ^ ^ 0,’ S ^ B : “ ^ Z i & ^ E 1 : S ^ A E H E . l t t  

№ j t l f Z 4 ^ l l t f e ; ^ W E ^ , S 5 a S S a Z , E ^ f e t £ S 5 I ^ A T

1 4 - i f l

i j t : “ & £ £ @ ’/ r - & i i S 0

A , A A $ t ^ i - ^ A ^ 0” .E - f - i jL : “ ^ t £ S * ] ^  7  5 : # , # ^  A jI ^ t A

Ш Ш 7 , т * £ * ь № ? 1 Л ^ & Х о

. $ . ^ ^ 5 L ^ 5 . . ^ : “ - E i 5 : # i t  i i

Й А Ж ,4 р

. I . E i £ : “ i t  ®  6 ^  A  j & ^ r  @1 j . E - 1 . . ^ :  S  Щ  E  E  Ж  , i t ^  15]



C h u , w h ic h  i t  w o u ld  use to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  S ong . W h e n  

M o z i hea rd  o f  t h a t , he headed fo r  C h u  im m e d ia te ly . H e  

w o u ld n ’ t ta k e  a re s t u n t i l l  he had w a lk e d  one h u n d re d  l i  and 

h is  fe e t w e re  covered  w i th  la y e rs  o f  ca llu ses . H e  m e t 

G o n g s h u  Ban and to ld  h im ,  “ I have hea rd  o f  yo u  w h e n  I  w as 

in  Song . I  w a n t to  m a ke  use o f  yo u  to  g e t r id  o f  m y  p e rson a l 

enem y. ”  G o n g s h u  B an  s a id , “ I t  is  a g a in s t m y  va lu e  to  m u rd e r  

a n y o n e .”  M o z i s a id , “ W e l l ,  I  have  h e a rd  th a t  yo u  have 

in v e n te d  Y u n  T i  ( re fe r r in g  to  an e x tre m e ly  lo f t y  la d d e r)  and 

w i l l  use i t  to  a tta c k  Song . W h a t k in d  o f  s ins  has Song  

c o m m itte d ?  Y o u  w i l l  s t ic k  to  y o u r  va lu e  and  th e re fo re  w o n ’ t 

k i l l  anyone . B u t yo u  are  p la n n in g  to  a tta c k  a n o th e r  s ta te . 

T h is  is  s im p ly  re fu s in g  to  k i l l  a fe w  peop le  b u t p la n n in g  to  k i l l  

m a n y . P lease te l l  m e a c c o rd in g  to  w h a t k in d  o f  va lu e  do you  

w a n t to  a tta c k  S o n g ? ”  G o n g s h u  Ban w as co n v in ce d . So he 

in tro d u c e d  M o z i to  th e  k in g  o f  C h u .

M o z i v is ite d  th e  k in g  o f  C h u  and  s a id , “ S uppose  th e re  

w as a p e rson  h e re , w h o  w o u ld  d is c a rd  h is  w e ll d eco ra ted  

ca rr ia g e  and f i lc h  h is  n e ig h b o u r  ’ s w o rn  c a rr ia g e , w o u ld  

d isca rd  h is  f in e  s u it  and  p i l fe r  h is  n e ig h b o u r ’ s s h o r t coat 

m ade o f coarse  fa b r ic ,  w o u ld  d is c a rd  h is  d e lic io u s  m ea l and 

s te a l h is  n e ig h b o u r ’ s bad fo od . W h a t w o u ld  yo u  th in k  o f  such  

a p e rs o n ? ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , “ H e  m u s t be a k le p to m a n ia c . ”

M o z i c o n tin u e d , “  T h e  te r r i t o r y  o f  y o u r  s ta te  is  f iv e  

th o u s a n d  squa re  l i  and  th a t o f  S o ng  is  o n ly  f iv e  h u n d re d . T h is  

is  s o m e w h a t th e  sam e as th e  c o n tra s t b e tw e e n  a w e ll 

d eco ra te d  c a rr ia g e  and a w o rn  one. T h e  s ta te  o f  C h u  has th e  

Y u n m e n g  L a k e . I t  teem s w i th  rh in o c e ro s , e lk  and  deer. T h e
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Y a n g z i R iv e r  and th e  H a n s h u i R iv e r  to g e th e r  p ro d u ce  th e  

la rg e s t a m o u n t o f  f is h  and tu r t le s  in  th e  w o r ld .  H o w e v e r ,  

S ong  doesn  ’ t have  p h e a s a n ts , ha res  o r  c ru c ia n . T h is  is 

so m e w h a t th e  sam e as th e  c o n tra s t b e tw e e n  a d e lic io u s  m ea l 

and bad fo od . C h u  has h ug e  tre e s  such  as p in e s , c a ta p la , 

P ia n , N a n  and Y u  Z ha ng  etc. , b u t S ong d o e s n ’ t have  a n y  b ig  

tre e s . T h is  is  s o m e w h a t th e  sam e as th e  c o n tra s t b e tw e e n  a 

f in e  s u it and a s h o r t coat m ade  o f coarse  fa b r ic . I  th in k  th a t 

se n d in g  o ff ic e rs  and m en  to  a tta c k  S ong  is  th e  sam e. ”  T h e  

k in g  s a id , "1 see! I w i l l  g ive  u p  th e  a g g re ss io n  a g a in s t S ong . ”

X i Shou Attacked Huang

X i S h o u , a lso  k n o w n  as G o n g s u n  Y a n ,  led  tro o p s  to  

a tta c k  H u a n g . W h e n  th e y  m a rch e d  th ro u g h  th e  te r r i t o r y  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  X i S hou  sen t an e m is s a ry  to  ta k e  th e  

fo l lo w in g  m essage to  W e i ’ s s o v e re ig n ; “ O u r  tro o p s  are  

m a rc h in g  th ro u g h  th e  s u b u rb s  o f  y o u r  c a p ita l. H o w e v e r ,  you 

h a v e n ’ t sen t o u t a n y b o d y  h e re  to  s h o w  us y o u r  good  w i l l .  

H a v e  w e  done  a n y th in g  w ro n g ?  N o w  H u a n g  w i l l  soon be 

o ccu p ie d . A f t e r  th a t ,w e  w i l l  tu r n  o u r  tro o p s  to  a p p ro a ch  y o u r  

c a p ita l. ”  W e i ’ s s o v e re ig n  w as  v e ry  te r r i f ie d ,  so he p re pa re d  

th re e  h u n d re d  b u n d le s  o f  s i lk  and  th re e  h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld ,  

and w as  g o in g  to  send som e peop le  to  fo l lo w  X i S hou  ’ s 

e m is s a ry  and p re sen t th ese  g if ts  to  X i S hou . B u t N a n  W e n z i 

s to p p e d  h im  and s a id , “ I f  X i S hou  defe 'a ts H u a n g , he w o n ’ t 

d a re  a tta c k  us. I f  he is  d e fe a te d , he w o n ’ t  d a re  a tta c k  us 

e ith e r. O c c u p y in g  H u a n g  is  a g re a t c o n tr ib u t io n  and  w i l l
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b r in g  a h ig h  re p u ta t io n . T h e re fo re ,  X i S h ou  w i l l  be a rro g a n t 

to w a rd s  h is  peers. T h e  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  re m a in in g  

in  h is  s ta te  a b h o r  h is  a rro g a n c e , so th e y  w i l l  speak i l l  o f  h im . 

D e s p ite  e n jo y in g  a h ig h  re p u ta t io n  and m a k in g  a g re a t 

c o n t r ib u t io n ,  X i S hou  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  n o t s it  id ly  b y  and le t 

o th e rs  d e n ig ra te  h im  a lth o u g h  he is s tu p id . I f  he loses th e  w a r 

in  H u a n g , he w i l l  fle e  in  fe a r. A n d  he w o n ’ t  be a b so lve d . H e  

w o n  ’ t  dare  a tta c k  us to  d o u b le  h is  m is ta k e  o f  b e ing  

de fea ted . ”  X i S hou  de fe a ted  H u a n g  as e xpe c ted . H is  tro o p s  

re tu rn te d  to  W e i a f te r  th e  v ic to r y ,  b u t th e y  d id n ’ t  d a re  m a rc h  

th ro u g h  W e i.

W e i’ s King Launched an Attack on Handan

T h e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i la u n ch e d  an a tta c k  on  th e  

c a p ita l o f  H a n d a n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o , and asked  th e  s ta te  o f 

S ong  fo r  re in fo rc e m e n ts . T h e  k in g  o f S ong  o rd e re d  an 

e m is s a ry  to  send th e  fo l lo w in g  m essage to  th e  k in g  o f  Z h a o ; 

“ T h e  m il i ta r y  fo rce  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i is  fo rm id a b le  and th e  

s ta te  o f  W e i is  p o w e r fu l.  I t  has asked  us fo r  re in fo rc e m e n ts . I f  

w e  re fu s e , w e  are a fra id  th a t o u r  o w n  s ta te  m ig h t  be in  

d is a s te r. I f  w e  h e lp  i t  a tta c k  y o u , w e  w i l l  cause dam age to  

y o u r  s ta te . W e  d o n ’ t  w a n t to  do  th a t .  P lease te l l  us w h a t w e  

s h o u ld  do. ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Z hao  s a id , “ T h a t ’ s r ig h t .  I  k n o w  

th a t  y o u r  s ta te  is  n o t ab le  to  c o n fro n t th e  s ta te  o f  W e i. 

W e a k e n in g  o u r  s ta te  to  s tre n g th e n  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i is 

c e r ta in ly  n o t good  fo r  y o u r  s ta te . So w h a t k in d  o f  s u g g e s tio n  

do  yo u  w a n t m e to  o f fe r  y o u ? ”  T h e  e m is s a ry  s a id , “ W e l l , you
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can ju s t  re co m m e n d  a b o rd e r  to w n ,  so th a t  w e  can a tta c k  i t  

l is t le s s ly  to  k i l l  t im e  and w a it  fo r  y o u r  se n d in g  o ff ic e rs  and 

m en  to  d e fend  i t .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f Z hao  s a id , " V e r y  good . ”

T h e n  th e  tro o p s  o f  S ong  co rssed  th e  b o rd e r  o f  th e  s ta te  

o f  Z hao  and besieged a to w n . T h e  k in g  o f  W e i w as v e ry  h a p p y  

and s a id , “  L o o k ,  th e  tro o p s  o f  S ong  a re  h e lp in g  m e a tta c k  

Z h a o ! ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Z hao  w as h a p p y  to o . H e  s a id , “  T h e  

tro o p s  o f  S ong  are o n ly  d o in g  th is  b y  p re ten ce . ”  H e n c e , a f te r  

th e  tro o p s  o f  W e i re tre a te d  and th e  th re a t o f  w a r  w as rem ove d  

f ro m  th e  c i ty  o f  H a n d a n , th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w as  g ra te fu l to  

S o n g , and a t th e  sam e t im e , th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  d id  n o t b lam e  

i t .  S o , n o t o n ly  d id  S ong  g a in  a b e tte r  re p u ta t io n ,  b u t i t  a lso  

b e n e fite d  in  p ra c tic a l te rm s .

Someone Offered a Suggestion to the Prim e M inister

S om eone  o ffe re d  a s u g g e s tio n  to  th e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  S ong  and s a id , “ H is  M a je s ty  is g ro w in g  up  day  by  

d ay  and w i l l  be fa m il ia r  w i th  g o v e rn m e n t a f fa irs  soon . A s  a 

r e s u lt ,  you  w i l l  be p u t o u t o f  p o w e r. Y o u ’ d b e tte r  a sk  the  

s ta te  o f  C hu  to  c o n g ra tu la te  th e  f i l ia l  p ie ty  o f  H is  M a je s ty . 

T h e n  he w i l l  n o t seize th e  p o w e r o f  th e  queen m o th e r . 

A c c o r d in g ly , you  can m a in ta in  y o u r  a u th o r i ty  o v e r th e  s ta te  o f 

S ong  fo r  good . ”

Song and Chu Became Brother States

T h e  s ta te  o f  S ong  and  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  becam e b ro th e r
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s ta te s . T h e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i la u n ch e d  an a tta c k  o n  th e  

s ta te  o f  S o n g , and  th e  k in g  o f  C hu  p ro m is e d  to  a id  S ong . In  

o rd e r  to  p u t som e p re ssu re  on  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and  th u s  fo rc e  it  

to  agree  to  n e g o tia te  a cease fire  w ith  th e m , th e  peop le  o f 

S ong  boasted  th a t C h u  w o u ld  com e to  th e ir  rescue. H o w e v e r ,  

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i d id  n o t l is te n  to  th e m . O n  b e h a lf o f  th e  s ta te  

o f  S o n g , Su Q in  ta lk e d  w ith  th e  p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q i and su gges ted  to  h im ,  “ I t  w o u ld  be b e tte r  fo r  y o u  to  l is te n  

to  th e m  and th u s  s h o w  th a t th e  peop le  o f  S ong  a re  t r y in g  to  

p u t p re ssu re  on  y o u r  s ta te  b y  b o a s tin g  th a t  re in fo rc e m e n ts  

f ro m  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  w i l l  com e to  th e ir  rescue. A s  a r e s u l t , 

th e  k in g  o f  C h u  w i l l  be ve xed  and th e re fo re  c u t o f f  re la t io n s  

w i th  S ong  to  a lly  w i th  y o u r  s ta te . W h e n  Q i and C h u  b u ild  an 

a ll ia n c e , i t  w i l l  be eas ie r to  c o n q u e r Song . ”

The Crown Prince of Wei Personally Led Troops to Attack 

Qi and Marched Through the Area of Waihuang of Song

T h e  c ro w n  p rin c e  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i p e rs o n a lly  led 

o ff ic e rs  and m en  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i and o n  th e ir  w a y  

th e re ,  th e y  m a rch e d  th ro u g h  th e  area o f  W a ih u a n g  o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  Song . M r  X u  l iv in g  in  W a ih u a n g  to ld  th e  c ro w n  

p r in c e , “ I k n o w  a s tra te g y  w h ic h  w i l l  e ssu re  th a t  yo u  w in  in  

e v e ry  b a tt le . D o  yo u  w a n t to  h ea r i t ? ”  T h e  c ro w n  p r in c e  s a id , 

“ Y e s , I  w a n t. ”  M r  X u  s a id , “ W e l l ,  I w as  in te n d in g  to  

e x p la in  i t  to  y o u . N o w  yo u  are  le a d in g  th e  o f f ic e rs  and m en  in  

p e rson  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. A lth o u g h  yo u  m ig h t g a in  a 

g re a t v ic to ry  and  a n n e x  th e  s ta te  o f  J u , y o u r  w e a lth  w i l l  he
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l im ite d  to  possess ing  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i and y o u r  p o w e r w i l l  be 

no  m o re  th a n  b e c o m in g  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f  th a t  s ta te . O n  th e  

o th e r  h a n d , i f  you  a re  d e fe a te d , y o u  w i l l  lose th e  th ro n e  fo r  

ever. T h is  is  m y  s tra te g y  fo r  w in n in g  v ic to ry  in  e ve ry  

b a tt le .  ”  T h e  c ro w n  p r in c e  s a id , “ I  see. T h e n  I  w i l l  ta k e  y o u r  

adv ice  to  w ith d ra w  m y  tro o p s  and re tu rn  to  W e i. ”  M r  X u  

s a id , “ E ve n  th o u g h  yo u  w a n t to  go  back  to  W e i,  yo u  are  n o t 

a b le  to . T h e re  are  m a n y  peo p le  w a it in g  to  ta k e  adva n ta g e  o f 

y o u r  v ic to ry  to  f u l f i l  th e ir  s e lf is h  d es ires . E ve n  th o u g h  you  

w a n t to  go  b a c k , I am  a fra id  th a t you  c a n n o t. ”  T h e  c ro w n  

p rin c e  m o u n te d  h is  c h a r io t and  gave o rd e rs  to  re tu rn . B u t h is  

d r iv e r  s a id , “ I f  a g en e ra l leads o u r  tro o p s  to  r e tu rn  to  o u r  

s ta te  w ith o u t  la u n c h in g  an a t ta c k ,  it  w i l l  be reg a rde d  as a 

debacle . W e ’ d b e tte r  m a rc h  fo rw a rd . ”  T h e y  th e n  advanced. 

T h e  c ro w n  p r in c e  fo u g h t to  th e  d e a th  on  th e  b a t t le f ie ld  and 

th e re fo re  m issed  b e in g  e n th ro n e d  as so v e re ig n  o f W e i.

In  King K ang ’ s T im e, a Sparrow Gave B irth to a W ille t in 

the State of Song

In  K in g  K a n g ’ s t im e ,  a s p a rro w  gave b ir th  to  a w i l le t  a t 

a c o rn e r  o f  th e  p ro te c t iv e  w a ll o f  th e  c a p ita l o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Song . T h e  k in g  asked  th e  c h ie f h is to r ia n  to  fo re te ll  the  

m e a n in g  o f  i t  w i th  th e  h e lp  o f  a u g u ry . T h e  c h ie f h is to r ia n  

s a id , “ A  s m a ll b ird  has g ive n  b ir th  to  a huge  b ird .  Y o u  w i l l  

d e f in ite ly  e s ta b lis h  a m o s t p o w e r fu l s ta te  and  becom e L o rd -  

p ro te c to r .  ”  K in g  K a n g  w as v e ry  g la d  to  h ea r th a t .  So he 

d e s tro y e d  th e  s ta te  o f  T e n g ,  a tta c k e d  X u e  and a nnexed  th e
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lan d  n o r th  o f  th e  H u a is h u i R iv e r . H e  th e n  becam e m ore  

c o n fid e n t and w a n te d  to  becom e L o rd -p ro te c to r  im m e d ia te ly . 

A s  a r e s u lt ,  he s h o t th e  god  o f  H e a ve n  and w h ip p e d  th e  god  

o f th e  E a r th . H e  a lso  c u t th e  s y m b o ls  re p re s e n tin g  th e  e a rth  

d e ity  and g ra in  d e ity  and  set th e m  on  f ire . H e  d e c la re d , “ M y  

p o w e r can su rp ass  th a t  o f  a ll th e  d e itie s  and g h o s ts  in  the  

w o r ld .  ”  H e  sco lded  th o se  o ld  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls  w h o  da red  to  

re m o n tra te  w ith  h im ,  and  had a ha t m ade  w ith o u t  b r im  and 

w o re  i t  to  e x h ib it  h is  v a lo r . H e  s liced  o f f  th e  backs  o f the  

h u m p b a c k e d  and  c u t o f f  th e  fe e t o f  th o se  w h o  crossed  the  

r iv e r  e a r ly  in  th e  m o rn in g . P eop le  a ll o v e r th e  s ta te  w ere  

te r r i f ie d .  T h e  tro o p s  o f  Q i w e re  d is p a tc h e d  to  a tta c k  Song 

w h e n  th e y  hea rd  o f  a ll th is . T h e  peop le  o f  S ong  fle d  

a im le s s ly ,  and  th e re  w e re  no  s o ld ie rs  to  d e fend  th e  c a p ita l. 

K in g  K a n g  escaped to  M a rq u is  N i ’ s h o m e , b u t  he w as fo u n d  

b y  h is  enem ies  and th e re fo re  lo s t h is  l i fe .  C o m m it t in g  e v il 

c o n d u c t a f te r  w itn e s s in g  an a u sp ic io u s  om e n  w i l l  lead to  

t ro u b le .

Marquis Zhi Wanted to Attack Wei

M a rq u is  Z h i w as g o in g  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  so he 

p re se n te d  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f  W e i w ith  fo u r  e x c e lle n t ho rses  and 

a w h ite  ja d e . T h e  s o ve re ig n  o f  W e i w as  v e ry  h a p p y  and  a ll th e  

h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls  c o n g ra tu la te d  h im . H o w e v e r ,  

N a n  W e n z i lo o k e d  v e ry  m e la n c h o ly . T h e  s o ve re ig n  asked 

h im , “ N o w  peop le  a ll o v e r th e  s ta te  a re  c e le b ra tin g  i t .  W h y  

a re  yo u  lo o k in g  sad? ”  W e n z i s a id , “ I f  one  is  re w a rd e d  w ith o u t
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h a v in g  m ade a n y  c o n tr ib u t io n  o r  p re se n te d  v e ry  g en e rou s  g if ts  

w ith o u t  h a v in g  e x e rte d  a n y  e f fo r t  to  do  s o m e th in g  u s e fu l,  he 

s h o u ld  p o n d e r i t .  F o u r  e x c e lle n t h o rses  and w h ite  jad e  are  

g if ts  p re se n te d  by  s m a ll s ta te s  to  th e  b ig  ones. H o w e v e r .w e  

have rece ived  these  th in g s  f ro m  a b ig  s ta te . P lease th in k  

a b o u t th a t c a re fu lly .  ”  T h e  s o v e re ig n  th e n  repea ted  N an  

W e n z i’ s w o rd s  to  th e  o ff ic e rs  and m en  g u a rd in g  th e  b o rd e r. 

M a rq u is  Z h i d isp a tch e d  h is  tro o p s  to  a tta c k  W e i as expected . 

B u t he o rd e re d  h is  tro o p s  to  re tre a t w h e n  th e y  reached W e i ’ s 

b o rd e r. H e  s a id , “ T h e re  m u s t be a w is e  and  capab le  p e rson  in  

th e  s ta te  o f  W e i w h o  has fo re see n  m y  p la n . ”

ГО;

Maiquis Zh i Wanted to Attack Wei

M a rq u is  Z h i w as p la n n in g  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  so 

he a rra n g e d  fo r  h is  c ro w n  p rin c e  to  fle e  to  W e i on  p u rp o se . 

N a n  W e n z i s a id , “ C ro w n  P r in c e  Y a n  is  th e  son o f M a rq u is  

Z h i. T h e  m a rq u is  love s  h im  v e ry  m u c h . N o w  he is  g o in g  to  

fle e  to  o u r  s ta te  w ith o u t  h a v in g  c o m m itte d  a ny  severe s ins. 

T h e re  m u s t be som e reason  fo r  h im  to  do  so. ”  H e  th e n  sent 

som e peop le  to  w e lc o m e  th e  c ro w n  p r in c e  o n  th e  b o rd e r  and 

w a rn e d  th e m , “ I f  he b r in g s  m o re  th a n  f iv e  c h a r io ts  h e re , 

m a ke  su re  th a t  yo u  d o n ’ t le t h im  e n te r  o u r  te r r i to r y .  ”  W h e n  

M a rq u is  Z h i h e a rd  o f  th is ,  he gave u p  h is  p la n .

1473

The Troops of Q in Attacked Pu o f Wei Д

T h e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  a tta c k e d  th e  re g io n  o f  Pu
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o f th e  s ta te  o f  W e i П . F o r  th is  re a s o n , H u  Y a n  had a ta lk  

w i th  C h u  L i j i ,  and  s a id , “ A re  yo u  a s s a u lt in g  th e  re g io n  o f  Pu  

fo r  th e  sake o f th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  o r  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i I  ? 

T h is  is  a d va n ta g e o u s  to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i I  , b u t 

d isa d va n ta g e o u s  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in . T h e  reason  th a t th e  s ta te  

o f  W e i П has s u rv iv e d  lie s  in  th e  fa c t th a t i t  has m a in ta in e d  the  

re g io n  o f P u . I f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  ta ke s  o v e r P u , th e  s ta te  o f 

W e i П w i l l  re s o rt to  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i I  . T h e  s ta te  o f  W e i I  has 

lo s t  th e  area  a ro u n d  X ih e  to  us and c o u ld  n o t re o ccu p y  i t  

because i t  is  w e a k . N o w  i f  i t  b u ild s  an a llia n c e  w i th  W e i П > i t  

w i l l  be s tre n g th e n e d . A s  a r e s u lt ,  w e  m ig h t n o t be a b le  to  

keep  th e  a rea a ro u n d  X ih e . M o re o v e r ,  th e  k in g  o f  Q in  w i l l  

keep  an eye o n  w h a t yo u  have done  fo r  th e  s ta te . I f  he f in d s  

o u t th a t  yo u  are  b e n e fit in g  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i I  b y  ca us ing  

dam age to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in ,  he w i l l  becom e h o s tile  to w a rd s  

y o u . ”  C h u  L i j i  a s k e d , “ W h a t s h a ll I  do  th e n ? ”  H u  Y a n  s a id , 

“ J u s t g iv e  up  a s s a u lt in g  P u . A n d  I  w i l l  go  to  w a rn  th e  

C o m m a n d e r- in -C h ie f o f  P u  a b o u t i t  on  y o u r  b e h a lf , as w e ll as 

m a ke  th e  so v e re ig n  o f  W e i П be g ra te fu l to  yo u . ”  C h u  L i j i  

s a id , “ V e ry  g oo d . ”

H u  Y a n  th e n  w e n t to  Pu and to ld  th e  C o m m a n d e r- in -  

C h ie f o f  P u ,  “ C h u  L i j i  k n o w s  th a t  yo u  m ig h t n o t be ab le  to  

d e fe n d  P u , so he sa id  th a t he w o u ld  d e f in ite ly  o c c u p y  P u . B u t 

I  can m ake  h im  g iv e  up  a tta c k in g  P u . ”  T h e  C o m m a n d e r- in -  

C h ie f o f  Pu b o w e d  tw ic e ,  p re sen te d  th re e  h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  

to  h im  and s a id , “ I f  yo u  can m a ke  th e  tro o p s  o f  Q in  r e t r e a t , I 

w i l l  a sk  o u r  so v e re ig n  to  a p p o in t yo u  t© a p o w e r fu l p o s it io n . ”  

H u  Y a n  o b ta in e d  th e  g o ld  f ro m  Pu and a lso  g a ine d  a

v L

1475



■
№
m
$

s

+

1476

1 Ш А 1

it i,

7 =.W M *ire7gl 7 ,^ iL i£ ih J lg l^ ^ 5 t t te S S ^ -^ . ,

J l ^ S W i S

Ш А 1

т м я

в :“5 fc A ^ S e # ; t i :& ,T S A # & £ ,4 *H E T S B :g ,$ lg & ^ S  

[4 *  i f ]

J l ® a - ^ X i i j 4 t g l  Жо Л  @

^ S > v 4 2 . t i7  & T & £ .

iX .:“ * i ^ o ” - f  Л : ^ А Ж 4 1 . Л , < : ‘‘ А " /Г 1 Х ,^ @ > Ж ^ г*Ж .7  

- fn ^ - f j^ ^ o  41-@ ^4 t.S  ?t 5 .^  , 6 E * ) - B t  fi] >5:̂  Л  7 ,

4 l-T A 4 . - ^ ^ A 7  tb* , i'J 7 4  Л X.i5.1 9 . iX.: “ 4 4 $ -^ S

i i  е , ,# # - я ']А ^ 4 б ,4 б .а м .  ti г , ^ А : * р & .& ;& .& ,



p o w e r fu l p o s it io n  fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i П . C h u  L i j i  o b ta in e d  

th re e  h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  as w e ll.  T h e n  he re tu rn e d  to  Q in . 

B y  so d o in g , he a lso  d id  a s ig n if ic a n t fa v o u r  to  th e  s o ve re ig n  

o f W e i Ц .

Wei I  Sent a M an to W ork for the King o f Wei fl

'Fhe  s ta te  o f  W e i I  sen t a m an  to  w o rk  fo r  th e  k in g  o f  the  

s ta te  o f  W e i l l  . H o w e v e r ,  he had n o t been su m m o n e d  b y  the  

k in g  fo r  th re e  yea rs  s ince  he a rr iv e d  th e re . T h e  m an  w as 

w o r r ie d  a b o u t i t ,  so he w e n t to  see M r  W u x ia  to  ask h im  to  

in tro d u c e  h im  to  th e  k in g ,  and p ro m ise d  to  p re se n t h im  w ith  

one h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld . M r  W u x ia  s a id , “ I  agree . ”  T h e n  he 

w e n t to  see th e  k in g  o f  W e i П and s a id , “ I  heard  th a t  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q in  has d is p a tc h e d  i ts  t ro o p s ,  b u t I  do  n o t k n o w  w h e re  

th e y  are  m a rc h in g  to . A f t e r  e s ta b lis h in g  tie s  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f 

Q in ,  w e  have n o t sen t e m issa rie s  th e re  to  sh o w  o u r  good  w i l l  

fo r  a lo n g  tim e . I hope  th a t yo u  w i l l  ta ke  a c tio n  to  im p ro v e  

o u r  re la t io n s h ip  w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  im m e d ia te ly ,  and d o n ’ t 

th in k  a b o u t a n y th in g  e lse fo r  th e  t im e  b e ing . ”  T h e  k in g  s a id , 

“ A l l  r ig h t .  ”

M r  W u x ia  th e n  w a lk e d  q u ic k ly  o u t. B u t w h e n  he reached 

th e  c o r r id o r  g a te ,h e  tu rn e d  back  and said to  th e  k in g ,  “ I am  

a fra id  th a t  yo u  m ig h t d e la y  im p ro v in g  o u r  re la t io n s  w ith  

Q in . ”  T h e  k in g  a s k e d , “ W h y  do  yo u  th in k  so ? ”  M r  W u x ia  

s a id , “ A c o rd in g  to  th e  n a tu re  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s , th e y  o fte n  

hope  o th e rs  to  se rve  th e m  in  a h u r r y ,  b u t w h e n  i t  com es to  

s e rv in g  o th e rs ,  th e y  n o rm a lly  d e la y  d o in g  so. Y o u  d o  no t
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even dem and  o th e rs  se rve  yo u  in  a h u r r y ,  so h o w  can yo u  ta ke  

a c tio n  to  im p ro v e  o u r  tie s  w i th  o th e rs  u rg e n t ly ? ”  “  H o w  do  

yo u  k n o w  th a t? ”  “ W e l l ,  th e  gues t f ro m  W e i I  has been here 

s e rv in g  yo u  fo r  th re e  y e a rs , b u t yo u  have n o t g ra n te d  an 

in te rv ie w  to  h im . J u d g in g  fro m  th is ,  1 k n o w  th a t yo u  w i l l  

p o s tp o n e  ta k in g  a c tio n . ”  A s  a re s u lt ,  th e  k in g  w e n t q u ic k ly  

to  v is it  th e  g u e s t f ro m  W e i I  .

The Sovereign o f Wei Was Dying

T h e  s o v e re ig n  o f th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  a lso  k n o w n  as L o rd  

W e is L w a s  d y in g . F u  S hu  to ld  Y in  S h u n q ie , " I f  yo u  lis te n  to  

m e and go  to  te l l  th e  s o ve re ig n  e x a c t ly  a c c o rd in g  to  w h a t I 

s a y , w ith o u t  a d d in g  o r  m is s in g  even one  w o r d ,  th e  s o ve re ig n  

w i l l  th in k  v e ry  h ig h ly  o f  yo u . L iv in g  peop le  m ig h t behave 

d if fe r e n t ly  co m p a red  w i th  th e  th o u g h ts  o f  th o se  w h o  are 

d y in g . P re v io u s ly ,  H is  M a je s ty  w as a d d ic te d  to  love  a ffa irs  

w ith  b e a u t ifu l w o m e n  and  a p p o in te d  X ie  C uo  and  R u  Bo to  

v e ry  p o w e r fu l p o s itio n s . A l l  th e  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  

th o u g h t th a t he d id n ’ t  pay a n y  a tte n t io n  to  th e  s ta te  b u t w as 

o n ly  in te re s te d  in  p re t ty  w o m e n . So th e re  w as no  one 

d is c u s s in g  g o v e rn m e n t a f fa irs  w i th  h im . J u s t te l l  h im , ‘ Y o u r  

p re v io u s  b e h a v io u r  w as to ta l ly  w ro n g . X ie  C u o  has ta k e n  f i r m  

c o n tro l o f  th e  s ta te  and  m anaged  g o v e rn m e n t a ffa irs  

e x c lu s iv e ly . R u  Bo is  th e re  h e lp in g  h im . S o , f ro m  n o w  o n ,  

th e  G o n g s u n s  w i l l  lose  th e  s ta te . ’ ”

T h e  s o v e re ig n  s a id , “ V e ry  g o o d . ”  H e  p re se n te d  Y in  

S h u n q ie  th e  o f f ic ia l s ta m p  o f  p r im e  m in is te r  and s a id , " A f t e r  I
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d ie ,p le a s e  ta k e  o v e r th e  s ta te . ”  A f t e r  th e  s o ve re ig n  d ie d , Y in  

S h u n q ie  se rved  as p r im e  m in is te r  o f  G o n g  Q i ’ s reg im e . 

P e op le  l ik e  X ie  C uo  and R u  Bo w e re  e x ile d  b y  h im .

During Lord W eisi’ s T im e ,X u  M i Fled to Wei

W h e n  L o rd  W c is i w as  in  p o w e r ,  X u  M i fle d  to  th e  s ta te  

o f  W e i. T h e  lo rd  p re se n te d  one h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  to  W e i and 

asked  i t  to  send h im  back. H o w e v e r ,  W e i re fu se d  to  re tu rn  

h im . T h e n  th e  lo rd  o ffe re d  th e  c o u n ty  o f  Z u o s h i to  W e i. A l l  

th e  h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t o f f ic ia ls  re m o n s tra te d  w i th  h im  and 

s a id , “ A s  fo r  o f fe r in g  one h u n d re d  y i  o f  g o ld  a lo n g  w i th  the  

c o u n ty  o f  Z u o s h i to  a ton e  fo r  a pers'on l ik e  X u  M i ,  w e  are 

a fra id  th a t w e  s h o u ld n ’ t  do  th a t .  ”  T h e  lo rd  s a id , “ I f  a s ta te  

is  in  good  o rd e r ,  it  d o e s n ’ t  m a tte r  even th o u g h  i t  m ig h t be 

v e ry  s m a ll. I f  a s ta te  is in  ch a o s , i t  w i l l  be o f  no  use th a t  i t  

m ig h t be e x tre m e ly  b ig . I f  m y  m o ra l e d u c a tio n  is w e ll k n o w n  

a m o ng  th e  p e o p le , and I  had a s ta te  o f  o n ly  th re e  square  L i , I 

c o u ld  p u t i t  in  o rd e r . I f  th e  peop le  had no sense o f  sh a m e , 

even i f  I  had a s ta te  te n  tim e s  b ig g e r  th a n  Z u o s h i, w o u ld  i t  be 

o f  a n y  use to  m e ? ”

A  Bride on the First Day of M arriage in Wei

In  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i,  peop le  w e n t to  c o lle c t th e  b r id e  on 

th e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  h e r m a rria g e . T h e  b r id e  g o t on  th e  c a rr ia g e  

and a s k e d , “ T o  w h o m  do th ese  tw o  side horses  b e lo n g ? ”  T h e  

d r iv e r  s a id , “ W e  b o rro w e d  th e m  fro m  som eone e ls e . ”  T h e
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b r id e  to ld  th e  d r iv e r ,  “ T h e n  w h ip  th o se  h o rses  on  th e  sides. 

D o n ’ t  w h ip  th o s e  in  th e  m id d le . ”  W h e n  th e  c a rr ia g e  a rr iv e d  

a t th e  d o o r ,  p eo p le  s u p p o r te d  th e  b r id e  w ith  th e ir  hands. She 

th e n  o rd e re d  th e  o ld  w o m a n  a cc o m p a n y in g  h e r ,  " P u t o u t th e  

f ir e  u n d e r  th e  p o t. O th e rw is e ,  th e re  m ig h t be a f ire .  ”  W h e n  

she e n te re d  th e  h o u s e , she saw  a m o r ta r  o n  th e  g ro u n d . She 

s a id , “ P u t i t  bes ide  th e  w in d o w . I t  is  in  th e  w a y . ”  T h e  h os t 

la u g h e d  at her.

A l l  these  a fo re m e n tio n e d  sentences u tte re d  b y  th e  b rid e  

a re  im p o r ta n t .  N o n e th e le s s , she w as  s t i l l  d e rid e d  b y  o th e rs ,  

s ince  she d id n ’ t  e xp re ss  th e m  a t th e  r ig h t  tim e .
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Book 33

On Zhongshan

M arquis Wen o f W ei Wished to Destroy Zhongshan

M a rq u is  W e n  o f th e  s ta te  o f W e i w a n te d  to  d e s tro y  th e  

s ta te  o f  Z h o n g sh a n . C h a n g  Z h u a n g ta n  to ld  Z hao  X ia n g z i,  “ I f  

W e i annexes  Z h o n g s h a n , y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  be 

d e s tro y e d  too . W h y  n o t ask M a rq u is  W e n ’ s p e rm is s io n  to  

m a r ry  h is  d a u g h te r— C h ild e  Q in g  and h o n o u r  h e r as th e  F ir s t  

L a d y?  T h e n  yo u  can c o n fe r Z h o n g s h a n  o n  h e r. A c c o rd in g ly ,  

th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  can be re -e s ta b lis h e d . ”

Gongsun Yan Was About to Enthrone Five Kings

G o n g s u n  Y a n  w as a b o u t to  e n th ro n e  f iv e  K in g s  and p u t 

th e  so v e re ig n  o f Z h o n g s h a n  a t th e  end o f h is  l is t .  T h e  k in g  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  Q i sen t a m essage to  th e  s o ve re ig n s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Zhao  and  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i as fo l lo w s ;  “ I  fe e l asham ed to  be 

add ressed  as K in g  a lo n g  w ith  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f Z h o n g sh a n . I 

w a n t to  a lly  w ith  you  to  a tta c k  h im  and fo rc e  h im  to  abandon  

th e  chance o f  b e in g  p ro c la im e d  K in g . ”  W h e n  th e  s o ve re ig n  o f 

Z h o n g s h a n  hea rd  o f  th is ,  he w as a fra id  v e ry  m u c h , so he 

ca lle d  in  Z h a n g  D en g  to  te l l  h im  a b o u t i t  and  s a id , “ I am 

g o in g  to  be p ro c la im e d  K in g . H o w e v e r ,  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f  Q i 

has to ld  th e  s o ve re ig n s  o f  Z hao  and  W e i th a t  he w o u ld  fee l 

asham ed o f b e in g  addressed  as K in g  a lo n g  w ith  m e , and  th e y
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are  a b o u t to  a tta c k  m e. In  s tead o f  d e m a n d in g  th e  t i t le  o f 

K in g »  I  am  indeed  a fra id  th a t  o u r  s ta te  m ig h t be d e s to ry e d . 

A n d  no  one e lse can h e lp  m e in  th is  m a tte r  e x c e p t yo u . ”  

Z h a n g  D eng  re p lie d , “ P lease p re p a re  m a n y  ca rr ia g e s  and 

m o n e ta ry  g if ts  fo r  m e. I  w i l l  go  to  ta lk  w i th  T ia n  Y in g  fo r  

yo u . ”  T h e  s o ve re ig n  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  th e n  sen t h im  to  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q i.

Z h a n g  D eng  pa id  a v is t i t  to  T ia n  Y in g  and s a id , “ I  heard  

th a t yo u  a re  g o in g  to  a lly  w ith  th e  s ta te s  o f  Z hao  and  W e i to  

a tta c k  and d e th ro n e  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f  Z h o n g sh a n . T h a t  ’ s 

w ro n g . P u t t in g  th e  s m a ll Z h o n g s h a n  u n d e r  th e  th re a t o f 

a g g re ss io n  fro m  th re e  s ta te s  w i l l  fo rc e  th e  s o ve re ig n  o f  

Z h o n g s h a n  to  do  th in g s  m o re  s e rio u s  th a n  g iv in g  up  th e  

chance to  ca ll h im s e lf  K in g . M o re o v e r ,  i f  th e  s o ve re ig n  o f 

Z h o n g sh a n  is  sc a re d , he w i l l  g ive  up  th is  chance  in  s u p p o r t o f 

th e  s ta te s  o f  Z hao  and W e i,  and  w i l l  a lso  fo cus  on  h o b n o b b in g  

w ith  th e m . T h u s  yo u  a re  d r iv in g  th e  sheep to  Z hao  and W e i. 

T h is  is  n o t g oo d  fo r  y o u r  s ta te  a t a ll.  W o u ld n ’ t i t  be b e tte r  to  

coerce  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f Z h o n g s h a n  in to  g iv in g  u p  th is  chance 

and s u b m it to  y o u ? ”  T ia n  Y in g  a s k e d , “ W h a t s h o u ld  I  do 

th e n ? ”  Z h a n g  D eng  s a id , “ Y o u  can su m m o n  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f 

Z h o n g s h a n , a rra n g e  a m e e tin g  w i th  h im  and p ro m is e  to  

s u p p o r t h is  c a ll in g  h im s e lf  K in g . T h u s  he w i l l  be v e ry  h ap py  

and th e re fo re  w i l l  c u t h is  tie s  w i th  th e  s ta te s  o f  Z hao  and 

W e i. A s  a r e s u lt ,  Z hao  and W e i w i l l  be v e x e d , so th e y  w i l l  

a ssa u lt th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o n g sh a n . A c c o r d in g ly , th e  s o v e re ig n  o f 

Z h o n g s h a n  w i l l  be u n d e r a severe  th re a t . A s  you  ha te  b e in g  

p ro c la im e d  K in g  to g e th e r  w i th  h im ,  he w i l l  g iv e  u p  th e  t i t le
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o u t o f  fe a r to  w in  yo u  o ve r. H e  w i l l  be a fra id  o f  lo s in g  h is  

s ta te , so yo u  can m a ke  h im  aba nd on  th is  chance fo r  

a d d re ss in g  h im s e lf  as K in g ,  and a t th e  sam e t im e ,  h is  s ta te  

w i l l  s u rv iv e  b y  so d o in g . T h is  is  m u c h  b e tte r  th a n  d r iv in g  the  

sheep to  Z hao  and W e i. ”  T ia n  Y in g  s a id , " I  see. ”  Z ha ng  

C ho u  s a id , “ N o ,  w e  s h o u ld  n o t do  th a t .  I  hea rd  th a t  peop le  

w i th  th e  sam e d e s ire s  a re  h o s t ile  to w a rd s  one a n o th e r , b u t 

p eop le  w h o  share  th e  sam e p ro b le m s  are  c lose  to  one a n o th e r. 

N o w  th e  s o ve re ig n s  o f those  fiv e  s ta te s  are  a b o u t to  p ro c la im  

th e m se lve s  as K in g s  to g e th e r ,  b u t o u r  s ta te  is n o t in c lu d e d . 

T h is  m eans th a t  th e y  have th e  sam e d es ire  to  add ress 

th e m s e lv e s  as K in g s  and re g a rd  o u r  s ta te  n o th in g  b u t t ro u b le . 

I f  you  s u m m o n  th e  s o ve re ig n  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  n o w , g ra n t an 

in te rv ie w  to  h im  and a llo w  h im  to  ca ll h im s e lf  K in g ,  i t  w i l l  

cause dam age to  th o se  fiv e  s ta te s  and b e n e fit  o u r  s ta te . B y  

s u m m o n in g  th e  s o ve re ig n  o f  Z h o n g s h a n , yo u  w i l l  o ffe n d  th e  

o th e r  fo u r  s ta te s . I f  th e y  fee l s n u b b e d , th e y  w i l l  s u re ly  a llo w  

th e  s o v e re ig n  o f Z h o n g s h a n  to  a lso  add ress  h im s e lf  as K in g  to  

w in  h im  o ve r. I f  th is  is  th e  case , yo u  w i l l  lose  th e  o th e r  fo u r  

s ta te s  b y  s u p p o r t in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o n g sh a n . M o re o v e r ,  

sp e a k in g  o f Z h a n g  D e n g , he has been a d v is in g  th e  s o ve re ig n  

o f Z h o n g s h a n  to  use t r ic k e r y  fo r  a lo n g  tim e . I d o n ’ t  be lieve  

th a t  he w i l l  p ro v id e  a ny  b e n e fit  fo r  us. ”

T ia n  Y in g  d id n ’ t  l is te n  to  h im . H e  se n t fo r  th e  s o ve re ig n  

o f Z h o n g s h a n  and  a llo w e d  h im  to  add ress  h im s e lf  as K in g  as 

e xpe c ted . Z h a n g  D eng  th e n  to ld  th e  s o ve re ig n s  o f  th e  s ta te s  

o f  Z hao  and W e i , “ T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i is  a b o u t to  a tta c k  H e d o n g . 

H o w  do I k n o w  th is ?  W e l l , th e  k in g  o f  Q i is  asham ed o f b e in g
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addressed  as K in g  to g e th e r  w i th  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f  Z h o n g sh a n . 

N o n e th e le s s , he is g o in g  to  su m m o n  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f 

Z h o n g s h a n , g ra n t an in te rv ie w  to  h im  and a llo w  h im  to  

add ress  h im s e lf  as K in g . T h is  in d ic a te s  th a t  Q i is  a b o u t to  

ta k e  m il i ta r y  a c tio n . W o u ld n ’ t  i t  be b e tte r  fo r  yo u  to  a llo w  

th e  s o v e re ig n  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  to  add ress  h im s e lf  as K in g  f i r s t  

and so s to p  th e ir  m e e tin g ? ”  T h e  s o ve re ig n s  o f Z hao  and W e i 

p ro m is e d  to  do so. T h e y  m e t th e  so v e re ig n  o f Z h o n g s h a n  and 

e s ta b lis h e d  good  re la t io n s  w i th  h im . T h e  s o v e re ig n  o f 

Z h o n g s h a n  cu t h is  t ie s  w i th  Q i and  h o b n o b  w ith  Z hao  and W e i 

as expected .

The Sovereign o f Zhongshan and Those of Yan and Zhao 

Were About to Proclaim Themselves Kings

T h e  s o ve re ig n  o f th e  s ta te  o f Z h o n g s h a n  and  th o se  o f th e  

s ta te s  o f  Y a n  and  Z hao  w e re  a b o u t to  p ro c la im  th e m se lve s  

K in g s . F o r  th is  re a s o n , th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f Q i o rd e re d  h is  

b o rd e rs  be c losed  to  s to p  a ll d ip lo m a t ic  a c t iv it ie s  w i th  th e  

s ta te  o f  Z h o n g sh a n . H e  a lso  d e c la re d , “ I  have a s ta te  w ith  

ten  th o u s a n d  c h a r io ts ,  and th e  s o ve re ig n  o f th e  s ta te  o f 

Z h o n g s h a n  has o n ly  one th o u s a n d . H o w  can he be m e n tio n e d  

in  th e  sam e b re a th  w i th  m e ? ”  H e  w as  g o in g  to  cede th e  

c o u n ty  o f  P in g y i to  b r ib e  th e  s ta te s  o f Y a n  and Z hao  and  th u s  

w in  th e m  o v e r to  a tta c k  Z h o n g s h a n  to g e th e r .

L o rd  L a n z h u  w o r r ie d  a b o u t i t .  Z h a n g  D en g  had a ta lk  

w i th  h im  and asked  h im ,  “ W h y  are  yo u  b o th e re d  b y  th e  s ta te  

o f  Q i? ”  L o rd  L a n z h u  s a id , “  T h e  s ta te  o f  Q i is  a p o w e r fu l
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s ta te  w i th  te n  th o u s a n d  c h a r io ts ,  and  i t  is  asham ed o f b e ing  

m e n tio n e d  in  th e  sam e b re a th  w i th  us. M o re o v e r ,  i t  a lso  

w o n ’ t  h e s ita te  to  cede som e la n d  to  Y a n  and Z hao  and so a lly  

w i th  th e m  to  send tro o p s  to  a tta c k  us. Y a n  and  Z hao  are  

in c lin e d  to  b re a k  th e ir  w o rd  and  th e y  a re  b o th  g re ed y . So I 

am  a fra id  th a t th e y  w i l l  n o t s u p p o r t us. I f  th is  is  th e  case, 

o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be in  d a n g e r, o r  a t leas t w e  m ig h t be fo rc e d  to  

g ive  up  th e  chance o f  a d d re s s in g  o u r  s o v e re ig n  as K in g .  W h y  

s h o u ld n ’ t  I  be w o r r y in g  a b o u t i t ? ”  Z h a n g  D en g  s a id , “ P lease 

a llo w  m e to  e n su re  th a t Y a n  and  Z hao  s u p p o r t us f i r m ly  as 

w e ll as h e lp  o u r  s o v e re ig n  add ress  h im s e lf  as K in g .  I t  w i l l  

re s u lt  in  success. D o  yo u  w a n t m e to  do  th a t? ”  L o rd  L a n z h u  

s a id , “ T h is  is  w h a t I w a n t. ”  Z h a n g  D eng  s a id , “ S uppose  you  

w e re  th e  k in g  o f  Q i ,  and I  w as t r y in g  to  p re v a il u po n  yo u . I f  

yo u  th in k  th is  is  p ra c t ic a l,  I  w i l l  do  i t .  ”  L o rd  L a n z h u  s a id , “ I 

w o u ld  l ik e  to  l is te n  to  yo u  p la n . ”

Z h a n g  D en g  s a id , “ T h e  reason  th a t yo u  do  n o t h e s ita te  to  

cede som e la n d  to  b r ib e  Y a n  and  Z hao  and  w in  th e m  o v e r to  

jo in  y o u  in  a t ta c k in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o n g s h a n , lie s  m e re ly  in  

th e  fa c t th a t  yo u  w a n t to  s to p  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f Z h o n g s h a n  

fro m  a d d re ss in g  h im s e lf  as K in g .  T h e  k in g  o f Q i w i l l  s a y , 

‘ Y e s , t h a t ’ s r ig h t ’ . I f  th is  is  th e  case, i t  w i l l  n o t o n ly  cost 

yo u  a lo t  o f  m o n e y , b u t w i l l  a lso  lead  y o u r  s ta te  in to  g re a t 

d a n g e r. C e d in g  la n d  to  b r ib e  Y a n  and  Z hao  w i l l  o n ly  

s tre n g th e n  y o u r  enem ies. A t ta c k in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  is 

a m o s t d i f f ic u l t  e n te rp r is e . T a k in g  these  tw o  a c tio n s  w i l l  no t 

e nsu re  th a t yo u  ga in  w h a t y o u  w a n t f ro m  Z h o n g sh a n . I f  you  

ta ke  m y  a d v ic e , yo u  w i l l  s to p  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f  Z h o n g s h a n
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f ro m  p ro c la im in g  h im s e lf  K in g  w ith o u t  lo s in g  a n y  la n d  o r 

ta k in g  a n y  m i l i ta r y  a c tio n . T h e  k in g  o f  Q i w o u ld  d e f in ite ly  

ask  m e , ‘ W h a t is  y o u r  a d v ic e ? ’ ”  L o rd  L a n z h u  a s k e d , “ W h a t 

is  y o u r  adv ice  th e n ? ”  Z h a n g  D en g  s a id , “ Y o u  can send an 

im p o r ta n t  e m is s a ry  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  to  in fo rm  its  

s o v e re ig n , 41 have c losed  o u r  b o rd e rs  to  s to p  a ll d ip lo m a t ic  

a c t iv it ie s  w i th  y o u r  s ta te  because y o u  have p la n n e d  w i th  the  

s o v e re ig n s  o f Y a n  and Z hao  to  p ro c la im  y o u rs e lv e s  K in g s  b u t 

have n o t n o t if ie d  m e. T h is  sh o w s  th a t  yo u  are  s e tt in g  up 

o b s ta c le s  fo r  m e. I f  yo u  com e here  to  m ee t m e face to  fa ce , I 

w i l l  a lso  s u p p o r t yo u . ’ T h e  so v e re ig n  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  fea rs  

th a t  Y a n  and  Z hao  m ig h t tu rn  a g a in s t h im ,  and  n o w  th e  k in g  

o f  Q i dec la re s  th a t  he w i l l  h e lp  h im . A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e

so v e re ig n  o f Z h o n g s h a n  w i l l  b e tra y  Y a n  and Z hao  and  com e
у

here  to  m ee t yo u . W h e n  th e  s o ve re ig n s  o f  Y a n  and  Z hao  hear 

th is ,  th e y  w i l l  be a n g e re d , and th e re fo re  w i l l  sever th e ir  t ie s  

w i th  Z h o n g sh a n . T h e n  yo u  w i l l  sever y o u r  tie s  w i th  i t  as 

w e ll.  A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e  so v e re ig n  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  w i l l  becom e 

is o la te d . W h e n  he f in d  h im s e lf  is o la te d , he w i l l  be fo rce d  to  

g ive  up  p ro c la im in g  h im s e lf  K in g .  I f  I  t r y  to  p re v a il u p o n  the  

k in g  o f  Q i th is  w a y ,  do yo u  th in k  he w i l l  l is te n  to  m e o r  n o t? ”  

L o rd  L a n z h u  s a id , “ H e  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  ta k e  th is  adv ice . T h is  

is  h o w  to  s to p  o u r  s o v e re ig n  f r o m  p ro c la im in g  h im s e lf  K in g . 

B u t h o w  can w e  m anage  to  ach ieve  th is  g o a l? ”  Z h a n g  D eng  

s a id , “ T h is  is  a lso  th e  r ig h t  w a y  to  m a in ta in  th e  t i t le  o f  K in g . 

I f  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i sends a m essage here  sa y in g  th a t 

in  th is  case he w i l l  s u p p o r t th e  s o v e re ig n  o f  Z h o n g s h a n , we 

can in fo rm  th e  s o ve re ig n s  o f  Y a n  and  Z hao  a b o u t i t .  T h e n  w e
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can re fu s e  to  le t o u r  s o v e re ig n  go  to  Q i to  m ee t th e  k in g . B y

so d o in g , w e  w i l l  s u re ly  w in  o v e r Y a n  and Z hao . T h e

s o v e re ig n s  o f  Y a n  and Z hao  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  s a y , ‘ In s te a d  o f 

t r y in g  to  s to p  th e  s o ve re ig n  o f Z h o n g s h a n  fro m  a d d re ss in g  

h im s e lf  as K in g ,  th e  k in g  o f  Q i is  m e re ly  a im in g  a t a lie n a tin g  

o u r  re la t io n s  w i th  Z h o n g sh a n . T h e n  he can w in  i t  o v e r to  

h im s e lf  b y  ce d ing  th e  c o u n ty  o f  P in g y i to  us. ’ I f  th is  is th e  

case, even i f  Q i p re sen te d  Y a n  and  Z hao  w ith  one h u n d re d  

P in g y is ,  Y a n  and Z hao  w o u ld  n o t accept th e m . ”  L o rd  L a n z h u  

s a id , “ V e ry  good . ”

T h e n  he se n t Z h a n g  D en g  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Q i. A n d  the  

k in g  o f  Q i sen t a m essage sa y in g  th a t  he w o u ld  s u p p o r t th e  

s o v e re ig n  to  a dd re ss  h im s e lf  as K in g  as e xpe c ted . T h e n  th e  

s o v e re ig n  o f Z h o n g s h a n  in fo rm e d  th e  s o ve re ig n s  o f th e  s ta te s  

o f  Y a n  and  Z hao  a b o u t i t ,  and a t th e  sam e t im e , he re fu sed  to  

go  to  Q i to  m ee t th e  k in g . Y a n  and Z hao  b o th  h e lpe d  to  

e n th ro n e  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f Z h o n g s h a n  as K in g  as e xpe c ted . 

F in a lly  th e  p la n  succeeded.

Sima X i Was on a Diplom atic Mission to Zhao

S im a  X i w as on  a d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao

and  asked  Z hao  to  h e lp  h im  o b ta in  th e  p o is it io n  o f  p r im e  

m in is te r  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o n g sh a n . G o n g s u n  H o n g  k n e w  th is  

s e c re tly . W h e n  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  w e n t o u t ,  S im a 

X i d ro v e  th e  c a rr ia g e  fo r  h im  and G o n g s u n  H o n g  sa t beside  

th e  s o ve re ig n  to  accom pa ny  h im . G o n g s u n  H o n g  s a id , “ I f  a 

c o u r t  o f f ic ia l re s o rte d  to  a n o th e r  b ig  and p o w e r fu l s ta te  to
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seek th e  chance o f  b e in g  a p p o in te d  as p r im e  m in is te r  o f  h is  

o w n  s ta te , w h a t w o u ld  yo u  th in k  o f  th is  k in d  o f  p e rs o n ? ”  T h e  

s o ve re ig n  s a id , “ I w o u ld  eat h is  fle s h  and n o t share  i t  w i th  

o th e rs . ”  S im a  X i k n e lt  d o w n  on  th e  h o r iz o n ta l b a r in  th e  f r o n t  

o f  th e  c a rr ia g e  and s a id , “ I k n o w  th a t I  w i l l  be sen tenced  to  

d e a th ! ”  T h e  s o ve re ig n  a s k e d , ”  W h y ? ”  “ Because I  have 

c o m m itte d  th is  k in d  o f  s in . ”  T h e  s o v e re ig n  s a id , “ C a r ry  on . I 

k n o w  a b o u t i t .  ”  A f t e r  som e t im e ,  an e m is s a ry  f ro m  Zhao 

a rr iv e d  in  Z h o n g s h a n  and  asked  fo r  th e  s o ve re ig n  ’  s 

p e rm is s io n  to  a p p o in t S im a X i to  be p r im e  m in is te r  o f 

Z h o n g sh a n . T h e  s o ve re ig n  w as v e ry  su s p ic io u s  o f  G o n g s u n  

H o n g . A s  a r e s u lt ,  G o n g s u n  H o n g  f le d  to  o th e r  s ta tes .

Sima X i Served as Prime M in ister Three Times

S im a  X i had been a p p o in te d  to  be p r im e  m in is te r  o f  th e  

s ta te  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  fo r  th re e  tim e s . Y in  J ia n  ( th e  nam e o f a 

b e a u t ifu l w o m a n  in  th e  p a la ce ) w as  ja u n d ic e d  to w a rd s  h im . 

T ia n  J ia n  adv ised  S im a X i ,  “ T h e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  has se n t a 

m esse ng er h e re  to  g a in  som e in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t o u r  s ta te . 

W h y  n o t in fo rm  h im  o f  th e  b e a u ty  o f Y in  J ian?  T h u s  Z h a o ’ s 

k in g  w i l l  ask fo r  her. I f  H is  M a je s ty  p re s e n ts  h e r to  Z h a o , 

you  w i l l  no  lo n g e r  have a n y  p e rso n a l e ne m y in s id e  th e  palace. 

I f  n o t ,  yo u  can ta k e  occas ion  to  persuade  h im  to  a p p o in t h e r 

as th e  F ir s t  L a d y . T h u s  Y in  J ian  w i l l  be e te rn a lly  g ra te fu l to  

yo u . ”  A s  e x p e c te d , S im a X i h in te d  to  Z h a o ’ s k in g  to  a sk  fo r  

Y in  J ia n , b u t  th e  s o v e re ig n  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  re fu se d . S im a  X i 

s a id , “ I f  yo u  d o n ’ t  g ive  h e r to  Z h a o , Z hao  w i l l  be v e ry
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a n g ry . A s  a r e s u lt ,  you  w i l l  be in  dan ge r. H o w e v e r ,  i f  you  

a p p o in t h e r to  be th e  F ir s t  L a d y , no  one w o u ld  a sk  fo r  

a n o th e r  m a n ’ s le g it im a te  w ife  and be h o s t ile  to w a rd s  h im  i f  

he is  re je c te d . ”  T ia n  J ia n  b e lieve d  b y  d o in g  s o , he c o u ld  do a 

b ig  fa v o u r  to  b o th  S im a  X i and  Y in  J ian . M o re o v e r ,  he c o u ld  

a lso  p re v e n t Z h a o ’ s k in g  f ro m  a s k in g  fo r  Y in  J ian .

Madame Y in  and Madame Jiang Fought to be Appointed as 

Queen

M a d a m e  Y in  and M a d a m e  J ia n g  w e re  f ig h t in g  each o th e r  

fo r  b e in g  a p p o in te d  as queen o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o n g sh a n . S im a 

X i to ld  M a d a m e  Y i n ’ s fa th e r ,  “ I f  th is  th in g  succeeds, yo u  

w i l l  be c o n fe rre d  som e lan d  a lo n g  w i th  th e  peop le  l iv in g  

th e re . I f  n o t ,  yo u  m ig h t  n o t be ab le  to  m a in ta in  y o u r  life . I f  

y o u ’ d l ik e  to  fa c ili ta te  i t ,  w h y  n o t com e here  to  ask fo r  m y  

h e lp ? ”  M a d a m e  Y in ’ s fa th e r  k n e lt  d o w n  in  f r o n t  o f  h im  and 

s a id , “ I f  you  can re a lly  h e lp  us as you  s a id , h o w  can I  te l l  yo u  

th a t  I  w i l l  pay  yo u  b a ck  g e n e ro u s ly  fo r  th a t  in  adva nce ? ”  S im a 

X i se n t a le t te r  to  th e  k in g  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  im m e d ia te ly , w h ic h  

s a id , “ I  hea rd  o f  a s tra te g y  fo r  w e a k e n in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  

b u t s tre n g th e n in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  a t th e  sam e tim e . ”  

Z h o n g s h a n ’ s k in g  w as v e ry  h a p p y  to  hear th a t ,s o  he ca lle d  in  

S im a X i and  s a id , “ P lease te l l  m e th e  s tra te g y  fo r  w e a k e n in g  

Z hao  and s tre n g th e n in g  Z h o n g s h a n  a t th e  sam e tim e . ”  S im a 

X i s a id , “ I  w a n t to  go  to  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  on  a d ip lo m a t ic  

m is s io n . T h e n  I  can o b se rve  its  g e o g ra p h ic a l c o n d it io n  and 

d a n g e ro u s  p laces th e re ,  and f in d  o u t w h e th e r  th e  peop le  a re
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w e a lth y  o r  p o o r ,  and  w h e th e r  i ts  s o v e re ig n  and c o u r t  o ff ic ia ls  

are  w ise  and  capab le  o r  u n w o r th y .  T h u s  w e  can co m p a re  th e  

m ig h t o f  b o th  s ides  and  th e re fo re  be p re p a re d . I  ca n n o t 

d iv u lg e  m y  s tra te g y  n o w . ”  Z h o n g s h a n  ’ s k in g  sen t h im  to  

Zhao.

S im a  X i v is ite d  Z h a o ’ s k in g  and s a id , ‘Т  have hea rd  th a t  

th e  peop le  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  are  v e ry  fa m il ia r  w ith  m u s ic . 

M o re o v e r ,  a lm o s t a ll th e  m o s t b e a u tifu l w o m e n  in  th e  w o r ld  

are  f ro m  Z hao. H o w e v e r ,  to d a y  on  m y  w a y  to  y o u r  s ta te , I 

have  v is ite d  se ve ra l to w n s  and  c it ie s  and  o bse rve d  y o u r  fo lk  

songs and  c u s to m s , b u t I  haven  ’ t  seen a n y  e x tre m e ly  

b e a u t ifu l w o m e n  a t a ll.  I  have been e v e ry w h e re  and seen 

v a r io u s  p e o p le , b u t h a v e n ’ t  seen a ny  w o m a n  as b e a u t ifu l as 

M a d a m e  Y in  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o n g sh a n . P eop le  w h o  don  ’ t 

k n o w  h e r w o u ld  c o n s id e r h e r a fa iry . I t  is n o t p o ss ib le  to  

d e sc rib e  h e r  b e a u ty  w i th  w o rd s . H e r  b e a u ty  has a lre a d y  

su rpassed  th a t o f  th o se  w h o  a re  n o rm a lly  reg a rde d  as p re t ty  

w o m e n . M o re o v e r ,  h e r b ro w s ,  e ye s , n o se , fa ce , th e  shape 

o f  h e r head and  h e r fo re he a d  have th e  fe a tu re s  o f  th e  queen o f 

a D i o r  a K in g .  F o r  s u re ,s h e  w o n ’ t  be an  o rd in a ry  co n cu b in e  

o f  a co m m o n  s o ve re ig n . ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Z hao  w as im p resse d  

w i th  h is  w o rd s . H e  appeared  v e ry  e x c ite d  and  s a id , “ I  w a n t to  

ask  fo r  h e r. W h a t do  you  th in k  a b o u t i t ? ”  S im a  X i s a id , 

“ P e rs o n a lly  I  have  seen h e r b e a u ty  and  ca n n o t h e lp  d iv u lg in g  

i t .  I f  yo u  w a n t to  a sk  fo r  h e r ,  th e r e ’ s n o th in g  I  dare  say 

a b o u t i t .  P lease keep i t  a s e c re t, Y o u r  M a je s ty . ”

S im a  X i le f t  Z hao  and  re tu rn e d  to  Z h o n g s h a n  to  re p o r t  to  

th e  s o v e re ig n  and s a id , “ T h e  k in g  o f  Z hao  is n e ith e r  w ise  n o r
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capab le . H e  d o e s n ’ t  adhere  to  a n y  va lu e  o r  v ir tu e ,  b u t  is 

a d d ic te d  to  m u s ic  and  lo ve  a ffa irs  w i th  p re t ty  w o m e n  ins tea d . 

H e  doesn ’ t  e x te n d  b enevo lence  and r ig h te o u s n e s s , b u t 

p re fe rs  to  use fo rce . I  a lso  hea rd  th a t  he w o u ld  a sk  fo r  

som eone ca lle d  M a d a m e  Y in .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  

appea red  v e ry  u n h a p p y . S im a  X i s a id , “ Z hao  is  a v e ry  s tro n g  

and  p o w e r fu l s ta te . H e  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  ask fo r  h e r. I f  you  

d o n ’ t  p re se n t h im  w ith  th e  w o m a n , y o u r  s ta te  w i l l  be in  

dan ge r. I f  you  g ive  in  to  h im , yo u  w i l l  be d e rid e d  b y  o th e r  

s ta te s ’ s o ve re ig n s . ”  T h e  k in g  o f Z h o n g s h a n  a s k e d , “ W h a t 

s h a ll I  do  th e n ? ”  S im a X i s a id , “ Y o u  can a p p o in t h e r to  be the  

n e w  queen  to  p u t an end to  th e  s e flis h  w ish e s  o f Z h a o ’ s k in g . 

N o  one s h o u ld  a sk  fo r  th e  queen  o f  a n o th e r  s ta te . A lth o u g h  

he m a y  w a n t to  do  th a t ,  h is  n e ig h b o u r in g  s ta te s  w i l l  be 

a g a in s t i t .  ”  T h e  k in g  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  th e n  a p p o in te d  M ad am e  

Y in  to  be queen. A n d  th e  k in g  o f  Z hao  d id n ’ t  p u rsu e  h is  w is h  

to  a sk  fo r  her.

King W uling of Zhao Wanted to A ttack Zhongshan

K in g  W u lin g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  w as  g o in g  to  a tta c k  th e  

s ta te  o f Z h o n g s h a n , so he sen t L i  C i to  o b se rve  th e  s itu a t io n  

th e re . L i  C i s a id , “ W e  s h o u ld  la u n c h  th e  a tta c k  n o w . 

O th e rw is e ,  I  am  a fra id  th a t  o th e r  s ta te s  w i l l  ta k e  a c tio n  

f i r s t .  ”  K in g  W u lin g  a s k e d , “  W h y ? ”  L i  C i re p lie d , “  T h e  

s o v e re ig n  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  has ta k e n  a c a rr ia g e  and v is ite d  

s e v e n ty  s c h o la rs  l iv in g  in  n a r ro w  and  p o o r a lle y s  in  p e rson . ”  

K in g  W u lin g  s a id , “  T h e re fo re ,  he is a w is e  and capab le
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so v e re ig n . H o w  can w e  a tta c k  h im ? ”  L i  C i s a id , “  Y o u  are 

w ro n g . I f  a s o ve re ig n  is  engaged  in  re c o m m e n d in g  s c h o la rs , 

th e  peop le  w i l l  fo l lo w  t r iv ia l  p u rs u its  and  n o t p ay  a tte n t io n  to  

fa rm  w o rk .  I f  a s o v e re ig n  is  engaged  in  v is it in g  w is e  and 

capab le  p e o p le , th e  fa rm e rs  w i l l  becom e la zy  and  o f f ic e rs  and 

m en  w i l l  be c o w a rd ly . I f  th is  is  th e  case , no  s ta te  can 

s u rv iv e . ”

The Sovereign o f Zhongshan Held a Banquet and Invited  

A ll the Scholars in the Capital

T h e  so v e re ig n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  he ld  a b an qu e t 

and  in v ite d  a ll th e  s c h o la rs  in  th e  c a p ita l to  a tte n d . S im a  Z iq i,  

a h ig h - ra n k in g  c o u r t o f f ic ia l , w as a lso  in v ite d . H o w e v e r ,  

w h e n  th e  m u tto n  soup  w as s e rv e d , S im a  Z iq i w as o v e r lo o k e d . 

H e  w as a n g ry ,  so he f le d  to  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  and  pe rsuaded  

th e  k in g  o f  C h u  to  a tta c k  Z h o n g sh a n . T h e  s o v e re ig n  o f 

Z h o n g s h a n  f le d . B u t th e re  w e re  tw o  m en  c a r ry in g  d ag ge rs  in  

th e ir  hand  fo l lo w in g  h im . T h e  s o v e re ig n  tu rn e d  ro u n d  and 

a sked  th e m , “ W h a t a re  yo u  d o in g  h e re ? ”  T h e  tw o  a n s w e re d , 

“ W e l l ,  once  o u r  fa th e r  w as  s ta rv in g ,  and  you  fed  h im ,  so he 

s u rv iv e d . W h e n  o u r  fa th e r  w as  d y in g ,  he s a id , ‘ I f  th e  s ta te  

o f  Z h o n g s h a n  is  in  t r o u b le ,  yo u  s h o u ld  d e vo te  y o u r  liv e s  to  

i t .  y S o , w e  a re  here  to  f ig h t  to  th e  d e a th  fo r  y o u r  sake. ”  T h e  

s o ve re ig n  o f  Z h o n g s h a n  g ro a n e d , lo o k e d  up  to w a rd s  th e  s k y  

and  s a id , “ I t  d o e s n ’ t  m a tte r  w h e th e r  yo u  do  a b ig  fa v o u r  o r  a 

s m a ll one  to  o th e rs ,  b u t do  i t  w h e n  o th e rs  are  re a lly  in  need. 

I t  d o e s n ’ t  m a tte r  w h e th e r  yo u  h u r t  o th e rs  b a d ly  o r  s l ig h t ly .
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b u t m a ke  su re  th a t y o u  do  n o t h u r t  th e ir  in n e rm o s t fe e lin g s . I 

have lo s t m y  s ta te  because o f  a cu p  o f  m u tto n  s o u p , b u t 

o b ta in e d  tw o  v a lo ro u s  peop le  because o f  a b o x  o f  fo o d . ”

Yue Yang Served as Com m ander-in-Chief of Wei

Y u e  Y a n g  se rved  as C o m m a n e r- in -C h ie f o f  th e  s ta te  o f  

W e i d u r in g  th e  w a r  a g a in s t th e  s ta te  o f  Z h o n g sh a n . A t  th a t 

t im e ,  Y u e  Y a n g ’ s son w as  in  Z h o n g sh a n . T h e  so v e re ig n  o f 

Z h o n g s h a n  cooked  th e  son a liv e ,  m ade  som e m ea t b ro th  and 

se n t i t  to  Y u e  Y a n g . Y u e  Y a n g  a te  i t .  S uch  a c t iv it ie s  have 

been p ra ise d  b y  p eo p le  f r o m  a n c ie n t t im e s  t i l l  to d a y  as 

fo l lo w s ;  “ Y u e  Y a n g  a te  h is  o w n  son to  p ro v e  h is  lo y a lty  and 

h o n e s ty . Shen  M in g  sen tenced  h is  o w n  fa th e r  to  dea th  to  

e n fo rc e  th e  la w . ”

A fte r King Zhao o f Q in Had Ordered to Let the People 

Recuperate and Have the Weapons Repaired

A f te r  th e  peop le  had reco ve red  f ro m  th e  fo rm e r  c o n flic ts  

w i th  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  and th e  w ea po ns  had been re p a ire d , 

K in g  Z hao  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Q in  w a n te d  to  a tta c k  th e  s ta te  o f 

Z hao  aga in . B a i Q i ,  a lso  k n o w n  as L o rd  W u a n , s a id , “ W e 

s h o u ld  n o t do  t h a t ! ”  K in g  Z hao  s a id , “ T w o  years  a g o , o u r  

s ta te  had no  sa v in g s  a t a ll  and th e  peop le  a lso  s u ffe re d  a 

fa m in e . H o w e v e r ,  you  pa id  no  a t te n t io n  to  th e  p o v e r ty  o f  o u r  

peop le  a t th a t  t im e ,  b u t dem anded  m o re  fo o d s tu f f  to  s u p p o r t 

th e  a rm y  to  d e s tro y  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao . N o w  u n d e r  m y  e d ic t,
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th e  peop le  have reco ve red  f ro m  th e  w a r  and  s to re d  a lo t  o f 

fo o d s tu ff .  T h e  sa la rie s  o f  o u r  o f f ic e rs  and  m en  have d o u b le d  

in  c o n tra s t to  th o se  th e y  ea rned  b e fo re . H o w e v e r ,  yo u  said 

th a t w e  s h o u ld  n o t ta ke  m i l i t a r y  a c tio n . W h y  d id  yo u  say so ? ”  

L o rd  W u a n  s a id , “ D u r in g  th e  w a r  in  C h a n g p in g , w e  w o n  

a g re a t v ic to ry  and  th e  tro o p s  o f  Z hao  s u ffe re d  a debac le . O u r  

p eo p le  w e re  d e lig h te d , and th e  peop le  o f  Z hao  w e re  

fr ig h te n e d . In  o u r  s ta te , g en e rou s  fu n e ra l ce re m o n ie s  w ere  

h e ld  fo r  th o s e  w h o  lo s t th e ir  liv e s  in  th e  c o n f l ic t .  T h e  

w o u n d e d  w e re  w e ll s u p p o r te d , and  th o se  w h o  se rved  in  the  

a rm y  w e re  re w a rd e d  w i th  fo o d  and d r in k .  F o o d s tu ffs  w e re  

a lso  d is t r ib u te d  to  o th e rs . A  lo t  o f  o u r  sa v in g s  w a s  w a s te d  

th is  w a y . O n  th e  c o n tra r y ,  in  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o , th e  co rpses 

o f th o se  k i l le d  on  th e  b a t t le f ie ld  w e re  n o t c o lle c te d . T h e  

w o u n d e d  c o u ld  n o t a f fo rd  a n y  m e d ica l t r e a tm e n t , and th e  

peop le  co n d o le d  one a n o th e r  in  te a rs . B y  s h a r in g  th e  same 

s u f fe r in g , th e  peo p le  o f  Z hao  becam e o f  one m in d . T h e y  have 

w o rk e d  h a rd  in  th e  f ie ld s  to  p ro d u ce  m o re  g ra in  and 

a c c u m u la te  w e a lth . E ve n  i f  yo u  send tw ic e  as m a n y  tro o p s  as 

b e fo re , I  th in k  th e  c a p a b il ity  o f  th e  peop le  o f  Z hao  to  de fend  

th e ir  s ta te  w i l l  be te n  tim e s  h ig h e r . In  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o , a f te r  

th e  w a r  fo u g h t  in  C h a n g p in g , its  so v e re ig n  and c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  

w e re  a n x io u s  and  te r r i f ie d .  A s  a r e s u lt ,  th e y  have w o rk e d  at 

c o u r t  e a r ly  in  th e  m o rn in g  and re tu rn e d  hom e la te  in  th e  

e v e rn in g . T h e y  have se n t e m issa ries  to  e s ta b lis h  re la t io n s  

w i th  o th e r  s ta te s  w i th  h u m b le  w o rd s  and  g e n e ro u s  m o n e ta ry  

g if ts .  T h e y  have m a rr ie d  th e ir  d a u g h te rs  to  o th e r  s ta te s  on  a ll 

fo u r  sides and becom e re la te d  to  th e  s o ve re ig n s  o f  th e  s ta te s
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o f Y a n  and  W e i th ro u g h  m a rria g e . T h e y  have a lso  w o n  o v e r 

th e  s ta te s  o f  Q i and C h u . T h e y  have been c o m m itte d  to  

ke e p in g  on  h ig h  a le r t  a g a in s t o u r  s ta te  e ve r s ince  th e n . T h e ir  

s ta te  is  r ic h ,  and  th e ir  d ip lo m a t ic  a c t iv it ie s  are  su ccess fu l. A t  

th is  t im e ,  w e  s h o u ld  b y  no  m eans la u n c h  a n y  a tta c k  on  the  

s ta te  o f  Z hao . ”

K in g  Z hao  s a id , “  I have a lre a d y  se n t o u t o u r  tro o p s . ”  

T h e n  he a p p o in te d  W u -D a -F u  W a n g  L in g  to  be C o m m a n d e r- 

in -C h ie f  to  lead th e  tro o p s  to  a tta c k  Z hao. W a n g  L in g  w as 

de fe a ted  in  a b a tt le  and lo s t f iv e  x i a o  o f  s o ld ie rs . K in g  Z hao  

hoped  L o rd  W u a n  w o u ld  co m m a n d  th e  tro o p s  fo r  h im ,  b u t 

L o rd  W u a n  excused  h im s e lf  because o f  il ln e s s . K in g  Z hao  

th e n  sen t M a rq u is  Y in g  to  pay  a v is it  to  L o rd  W u a n  and  sco ld  

h im  as fo l lo w s ;  “ T h e  s ta te  o f  C h u  used to  have a te r r i t o r y  o f 

a b o u t f iv e  th o u s a n d  squa re  Li  as w e ll as h u n d re d s  o f 

th o u s a n d s  o f  a rm ed  s o ld ie rs . Y o u  led  te n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f 

s o ld ie rs  in to  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u , and  as a r e s u lt ,  yo u  conque red  

Y a n  and Y in g ,  se t th e ir  a n c e s tra l te m p le s  o n  f i r e ,  and  th e n  

m a rch e d  e a s tw a rd s  and seized a ll th e  areas u p  to  J in g lin g . 

T h e  peop le  o f  C h u  w e re  te r r i f ie d ,  so th e y  f le d  to  th e  east and 

d id  n o t d a re  m ove  back  to  th e  w e s t a ga in . W h e n  th e  s ta te  o f 

H a n  and  th e  s ta te  o f  W e i a llie d  w i th  each o th e r  and 

d is p a tc h e d  n u m e ro u s  s o ld ie rs  to  a tta c k  u s , yo u  com m anded  

less th a n  a h a lf  o f  th e  n u m b e r o f  th e  e ne m y fo rce s . Y o u  

c o n fro n te d  th e m  in  Y iq u e , and b a d ly  de fea ted  th e  a llie d  fo rce s  

d ra w n  f ro m  th o se  tw o  s ta te s . D u r in g  th a t c o n f l ic t ,  th e  b lo o d  

s lu ic in g  o n  th e  g ro u n d  c o u ld  f lo a t  a s h ie ld ,  and  as m a n y  as 

tw o  h u n d re d  and  fo r t y  th o u s a n d  e ne m y s o ld ie rs  w e re
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beheaded. F o r  th is  re a s o n , b o th  H a n  and  W e i s t i l l  c o n s id e r 

th e m s e lv e s  as o u r  e a s te rn  dependenc ies . T h e s e  a re  y o u r  

c o n tr ib u t io n s ,  and  e ve ryo n e  u n d e r  th e  sun  has hea rd  o f  th a t. 

In  th e  s ta te  o f  Z h a o , seven o r  e ig h t o u t o f  te n  s o ld ie rs  lo s t 

th e ir  liv e s  in  C h a n g p in g . T h e re fo re ,  th e  s ta te  is  w e a k , so I 

w i l l  send m a n y  t ro o p s ,  tw ic e  as m a n y  as th o se  o f  th e  s ta te  o f 

Z h a o , to  a tta c k  i t .  I  w a n t to  a p p o in t yo u  to  be C o m m a n d e r- 

in -C h ie f  and m ake  su re  th a t yo u  d e fe a t Z hao  fo r  m e. Y o u  used 

to  de fe a t o v e rw h e lm in g  n u m b e rs  o f  e ne m y tro o p s  w i th  m a n y  

less s o ld ie rs  and  w in  m a g ic a l v ic to r ie s . I t  goes w ith o u t  sa y in g  

w h a t w i l l  happen  w h e n  yo u  co m m an d  an o v e rw h e lm in g  

n u m b e r o f  tro o p s  to  a tta c k  th e  enem y. ”

L o rd  W u a n  s a id , “ A t  th a t  t im e ,  re ly in g  on  h is  vas t 

te r r i t o r y ,  th e  k in g  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  pa id  no  a tte n t io n  to  

g o v e rn m e n t a ffa irs . H is  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  w e re  je a lo u s  o f  one 

a n o th e r  and  engaged in  h o b n o b b in g  w i th  th e  k in g  w ith  

n o th in g  b u t f la t te r y .  U n d e r  such  c irc u m s ta n c e s , f i r s t - r a te  

c o u r t  o ffc ia ls  w e re  e s tra n g e d , th e  peop le  w e re  n o t o f  one 

m in d  w i th  th e  s o v e re ig n , and b o th  p ro te c t iv e  w a lls  and  m oa ts  

w e re  n o t m a in ta in e d  and  re p a ire d . T h e re  w e re  no  e x c e lle n t 

c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls ,  n o r  d id  th e y  have a n y  de fence  fo r t if ic a t io n s .  

H e n c e , I  c o u ld  lead  m y  tro o p s  to  m a rc h  deep in to  th e ir  s ta te , 

seize a lo t  o f  c it ie s  and to w n s ,  sm ash  b r id g e s  as w e ll as set 

b o a ts  o n  f ire  to  e ncou rage  o u r  o f f ic e rs  and  m en  ( a fte r  

b re a k in g  b r id g e s  and  b u rn in g  b o a ts , th e  tro o p s  w o u ld  have no 

m eans to  r e t re a t ,  so th e re  w a s  o n ly  one cho ice  le f t  to  th e m —  

to  face  and f ig h t  th e  e ne m y h e a d -o n ). W e  a lso  p lu n d e re d  

fo o d s tu f f  f ro m  th e  s u b u rb s  to  s u p p o r t o u r  tro o p s . A t  th a t



№
ш Ш * ]
Ж

±  Й А 1 № Ж Ж , ^ Ж Д Ж , # ^ В ^ , Ж ^ 4 Ж , Ж 1 Д 1 6

^ Ғ Ж , $ 1 Ж Е ! Й , # Ж Й Ж , а й Ж ^ , 1 Д Л ^ й Е ^ Й .  W -i+fiJSSSs 

S ^ S . M ^ Z W ^ ?

1 4 -Ш ]

j r 4 - f c 4 F A S ^ i )  £ , ^ ^ , ^ # ' 4 ^ 7

t " ,  |5 ]^-ti^

Л i i A - 4 l sl^ J ;r̂ Й Zz»S яtfЬт:-t!L^F -^>^iS .o  i l l H A ^ - i i ^ T  ijd>^j>f!L 

Д ^ й , , ^ д ж ^ й  e , ^ ^ , 4 R , ^ ^ 4 f p a ^ - « : , > 5 : ^ - 4 - S , B l j i b ^ . 4 ^  

Z A t i t ^ 0 ft & & £ : Ў ] ; Ш .

щ ^ 1 £ % > щ ^ ? к # ) 4 ъ ы , & ш № и и - [ М & 0 &  ft

, g ) j t b 4 ^ ^ iS : T I € ^ j f i : ) « t # # @ ¥ F A ,  Д  i r 4  A  

^ ^ ^ * ^ - S j i | V v t b 4 ^ ^ ^ i £ j i : 4 l . 4 =  * 1 В |5 Ғ Ғ Л # : * 1 й : ^ ,# ^ :  i j  e, 

^ . * * 7

з ± П Ы Г \ , 1 £ № 1 П % ■ > * # # & % to  ft

J /  

1516



t im e ,  o ff ic e rs  and m en  o f o u r  s ta te  reg a rde d  cam ps as th e ir  

h o m e s , and  a lso  co ns ide red  th e  g e n e ra ls  as th e ir  p a re n ts . 

T h e y  w e re  c lose  to  one  a n o th e r  w ith o u t  b e in g  to ld  to  be so , 

and rem a in ed  h on es t w ith o u t  b e in g  fo rc e d  b y  a ny  o rd e rs . 

T h e y  w e re  o f  one  m in d ,  se e k in g  th e  sam e g oa l and w o u ld  n o t 

re tre a t w h e n  faced b y  dea th . O n  th e  c o n tra r y ,  th e  p eo p le  o f 

th e  s ta te  o f  C h u  fo u g h t fo r  n o th in g  b u t th e ir  p r iv a te  la n d  and 

ca red  fo r  n o th in g  b u t th e ir  o w n  fa m ilie s . T h e y  w e re  n o t o f  

one m in d  and had no m o ra le  to  c o n fro n t us. A c c o rd in g ly ,  I 

c o u ld  m ake  a m il i ta r y  c o n tr ib u t io n .  D u r in g  th e  w a r  in  Y iq u e , 

o n  th e  one  h a n d , th e  tro o p s  o f H a n  w e re  to o  re lia n t on  th o se  

o f  W e i and w e re  re lu c ta n t to  ta k e  th e  lead  in  e n g a g in g  in  

f ig h t in g  us. O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  tro o p s  o f W e i s im p ly  

re lie d  on  th e  e lite  tro o p s  o f  H a n ,  and w is h e d  th a t  th e  la t te r  

co u ld  f ig h t  in  th e  van  fo r  th e m . T h e y  b o th  w a n te d  to  ta ke  

adva n ta g e  o f  th e ir  p a r tn e r ,  so I c o u ld  fo o l th e  tro o p s  o f  H a n  

b y  p re te n d in g  th a t I had d e p lo ye d  m y  tro o p s  to  a m b u sh  th e m , 

and a t th e  sam e t im e ,  1 used o u r  e n t ire  m il i ta r y  fo rce s  as w e ll 

as o u r  e li te  s o ld ie rs  to  m ake  a s u rp r is e  a tta c k  o n  th e  tro o p s  o f 

W e i. A f t e r  th e  tro o p s  o f W e i w e re  d e fe a te d , th o se  o f  H a n  

sca tte re d . T h e n  based o n  th a t v ic to r y ,  I  la u n ch e d  fu r th e r  

a tta c k s  a g a in s t th e m , so I m ade  fu r th e r  c o n tr ib u t io n s . I  

s im p ly  m ade  good  use o f  th e  s itu a t io n ,  so i t  w as  n a tu ra l th a t  I 

w o n  th e  b a t t le s ,  and i t  w as  n o t m a g ica l a t a l l !  A f t e r  w e  

de fea ted  th e  tro o p s  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  in  C h a n g p in g , in s tea d  

o f ta k in g  a dva n ta g e  o f  th e ir  fe a r fo r  us to  d e s tro y  Z h a o , w e  

spared  th e m  due  to  t im id i t y .  T h u s  w e  gave th e m  th e  chance 

to  g ro w  c ro p s  to  re -a c c u m u la te  th e ir  sa v in g s  b o th  in  te rm s  o f
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g ra in  and in  te rm s  o f  m o n e y , to  ta k e  care  o f  o rp h a n s , th e  o ld  

and th e  y o u n g  to  m ake  th e ir  p o p u la t io n  m u lt ip ly .  T h e y  

m a in ta in e d  and  re p a ire d  th e ir  w ea po ns  and a rm o u r  to  enhance 

th e ir  m il i ta r y  s t r e n g th ,  as w e ll as h e ig h te n e d  p ro te c t iv e  w a lls  

and deepened m o a ts  to  c o n s o lid a te  th e ir  de fence  c a p a b ility . 

T h e ir  s o ve re ig n  w o u ld  condescend  h im s e lf  to  pay  reve rence  to  

th e  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls ,  and th e  c o u r t  o f f ic ia ls  w o u ld  t re a t  th e ir  

w a r r io rs  w i th  p u re  s in c e r ity  because th e y  w o u ld  n o t h es ita te  

to  f ig h t  to  th e  d e a th . A s  fo r  L o rd  P in g y u a n  and h is  p e e rs , 

th e y  se n t th e ir  w iv e s  and co n cu b in e s  to  th e  a rm y  to  re p a ir  

c lo th e s  fo r  th e  s o ld ie rs . C o u r t  o ff ic ia ls  and th e  p e o p le , f ro m  

s u p e r io rs  to  s u b je c ts , are  o f  one m in d ,  ju s t  l ik e  th e  case o f 

G ou  J ia n  b e in g  c o n fin e d  in  K u a ij i .  I f  w e  a tta c k  th e m  n o w , 

th e y  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  d e fend  th e ir  s ta te  s to ic a lly .  I f  we 

c h a lle n g e  th e ir  t r o o p s ,  th e y  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  n o t be re lu c ta n t to  

c o n fro n t us. I f  w e  besiege th e ir  c a p ita l,  w e  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  n o t 

be ab le  to  c o n q u e r i t .  I f  w e  a tta c k  th e ir  c it ie s  and to w n s ,  w e  

w i l l  d e f in ite ly  n o t be ab le  to  ta k e  th e m . I f  w e  s p o lia te  th e ir  

s u b u rb s , w e  w i l l  d e f in ite ly  com e back  w i th  hands  e m p ty . 

M o re o v e r ,  i f  w e  d is p a tc h  tro o p s  to  a tta c k  th e m , o th e r  s ta te s ’ 

s o ve re ig n s  w i l l  be p ro v o k e d , and th e y  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  com e to  

Z h a o ’ s rescue. I  o n ly  see d isa d va n ta g e s  and  ca n n o t see a n y  

a dva n ta g e  in  a tta c k in g  Z hao. B e s id e s , I  am  i l l  and ca n n o t ta ke  

co m m a n d  in  th e  c o n f l ic t  a n y w a y . ”

M a rq u is  Y in g  fe l t  s o r ry  and  le f t .  T h e n  he re p o r te d  to  

K in g  Z h a o , and th e  k in g  s a id , “ E ve n  w ith o u t  Ba i Q i ,  c a n ’ t  I 

d e fe a t Z h a o ? ”  T h e n  he se n t m o re  tro o p s  to  Z h a o , and 

rep laced  G e n e ra l W a n g  L in g  w i th  G e n e ra l W a n g  H e . T h e
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Ж ;^ Ж $ ^ Ж В : ‘, Е ^ е М ^ , # Й ^ ^ ; Ж т а ^ 1 1 , ^ Й Т т * о  

й № ® А 2 ^ Б й т + , # Л < # й , 1 Д т ^ $ .  

А А Ш Ж М ^ Ж ^ . А Т о Т ^ Л б Г ^ ^ М А А ^ - ?  Й Е Ж А - Е Ж Ш Й  
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tro o p s  o f Q in  had besieged th e  c a p ita l o f  H a n d a n  fo r  e ig h t o r 

n in e  m o n th s , b u t c o u ld  n o t co n q u e r i t .  T h e y  a lso  s u ffe re d  

hea vy  ca su a ltie s . T h e  k in g  o f  Z hao  d is p a tc h e d  se lec ted  a rm ie s  

to  a tta c k  th o se  o f Q in  in  th e  re a r ,  and th e  la t te r  expe rie nce d  

severa l success ive  losses. L o rd  W u a n  s a id , “ L o o k ,  th e  k in g  

d id  n o t ta ke  m y  a d v ic e , and w h a t is  h a p p e n in g  n o w ? ”  W h e n  

K in g  Z hao  hea rd  o f  th is ,  he w as v e x e d , so he w e n t to  see 

L o rd  W u a n  in  p e rs o n , fo rc e d  h im  to  g e t o u t o f  bed and s a id , 

“ A lth o u g h  yo u  are  s ic k ,  p lease ta k e  co m m an d  o f th e  a rm y  fo r  

m e even th o u g h  yo u  m ig h t be c o n fin e d  to  bed. I f  yo u  m ake  

som e c o n tr ib u t io n s — and th is  is  w h a t I  w a n t ,  I  w i l l  re w a rd  

yo u  g e n e ro u s ly . I f  yo u  re fu se  to  c a rry  o u t m y  o rd e r ,  I  w i l l  

n o t fo rg iv e  yo u . ”

L o rd  W u a n  k n e lt  d o w n  in  p ra y e r  and  s a id , “ I  k n o w  th a t 

i f  I accep t th is  ta s k ,  I  w i l l  n o t be accused even th o u g h  I  m ig h t 

n o t m ake  a n y  c o n tr ib u t io n .  I f  I  re je c t ,  I  ca n n o t a vo id  b e ing  

sen tenced  to  d e a th  even th o u g h  I  am  in n o c e n t. N o n e th e le s s , I 

hope  th a t yo u  can ta k e  m y  adv ice  in to  c o n s id e ra tio n . P lease 

g ive  up  a t ta c k in g  th e  s ta te  o f  Z hao  and le t o u r  peop le  re co ve r 

f ro m  th e  d is a s te r caused b y  th e  c o n flic ts . T h e n  w a it  fo r  

e ve n ts  to  be tr ig g e re d  b y  o th e r  s ta te s ’  so ve re ig ns . A ppease  

th e  sca re d , a ssa u lt th e  a r ro g a n t ,  k i l l  th e  u n w o r th y ,  and issue 

o rd e rs  to  a ll o th e r  s ta te s  u n d e r th e  su n  . T h e n  yo u  can u n ify  

th e  w h o le  w o r ld .  W h y  a re  yo u  in te n t on  ru in in g  th e  s ta te  of 

Z hao  f ir s t?  T h is  is  th e  so -ca lle d  c o n q u e rin g  o th e r  s ta te s  o f  th e  

w o r ld  w h ile  co nd esce nd ing  y o u rs e lf  to  one  c o u r t  o f f ic ia l.  U 

yo u  don  ’ t  ta k e  m y  adv ice  and keep  o n  a tta c k in g  Z hao  tc  

appease y o u r  o w n  fe e lin g s , and so accuse m e o f b e in g  g u i l t y ,
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th is  is  th e  so -ca lle d  y ie ld in g  to  o th e r  s ta te s  o f  th e  w o r ld  w h ile  

c o n q u e rin g  one c o u r t  o f f ic ia l.  C a n ’ t  yo u  g a in  m o re  p o w e r by  

c o n q u e rin g  th e  w h o le  w o r ld  th a n  c o n q u e rin g  o n ly  one c o u r t 

o ff ic ia l?  I  h e a rd  th a t a w ise  s o v e re ig n  love s  h is  s ta te , and a 

lo y a l c o u r t  o f f ic ia l ch e rish e s  h is  re p u ta t io n . A  d e s tro y e d  s ta te  

ca n n o t be to ta l ly  re -e s ta b lis h e d , and dead s o ld ie rs  w i l l  n o t 

com e b a ck  to  l i fe  aga in . I  w o u ld  ra th e r  be sen tenced  to  dea th  

th a n  lose a w a r  as a co m m a n d e r. I  hope  th a t  yo u  can co n s id e r 

th a t. ”  K in g  Z hao  le f t  w ith o u t  s a y in g  a w o rd .

m;
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