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The Annals o f  the Joseon Dynasty, World Docum entary Heritage

The Annals ofthe Joseon Dynasty-(Joseon Wangjo Sillok) are the state records o f the Joseon Dynasty, featuring 

the chronological histoiy o f  Joseon focused on the reigns o f its monarchs, from the founder. King Taejo, to the 

25th king, Cheoljong. A set o f these voluminous records comprises about 1,700 books covering comprehensive 

subjects o f state affairs such as the kings, administration and the culture o f the court

The Joseon Dynasty well lecognized the importance o f historiography from the beginning and thus promoted 

compilation o f the annals as a national project succeeding the tradition o f the previous Goiyeo Dynasty.

Histoiy officials (Sa-gwan) o f  the Spring-Autumn Office (Chunchu-gwan), a specialized office o f histoiy, 

recorded daily events at the court and the actions of the king to make Sacho, the primary reference for the final 

annals. Sacho was strictly kept confidential, even from the king, as a way to guarantee the independent status o f 

the history officials and the objectivity o f the records. The annals o f a reign were compiled soon after a king's 

death at the temporaiy Office o f Annals Compilation (Sillok-cheong), based on the Sacho o f  his reign, collected 

materials and government records. Consequently, The Annals o f the Joseon Dynasty are an extensive collection.
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comprising the annals o f each king's reign accumulated over the ages.

For permanent preseivation of the annals, one set was kept in each o f several separate repositories such as 

Chunchu-gwan in the capital and provincial archives. Nearly all sets were lost in the Japanese and Manchurian 

Invasions, but thanks to consistent efforts to reissue the annals tour full copies remained at domestic reposito- 

ries-in Mt. Taebaek-san, Jeongjok-san, Jeoksang-san and Odae-san-until the early 20th centiuy.

Among them, the Odae-san Copy (from Mt. Odae-san Archives) was taken to Japan where the majority o f the 

books, except tor 74 volumes, were destroyed in the Great Kanto Earthquake. During the Korean War, the 

Jeoksang-san Copy was taken to North Korea, leaving in South Korea only the Jeongjok-san Copy, Taebaek- 

san Copy and 74 volumes o f the Odae-san Copy, which were returned from Japan in 1932(27volumes) and 

2006(47volumes).

The extant copies of The Annals o f the Joseon Dynasty in South Korea, recognized for their great value, have been 

designated National Treasures o f Korea and UNESCO World Documentary Heritage.
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