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PREFACE TO THE
LIBRARY OF CHINESE CLASSICS

Yang Muzhi

The publication of the Library of Chinese Classics is a matter of
great satisfaction to all ofus who have been involved in the production of
this monumental work. At the same time, we feel a weighty sense of
responsibility, and take this opportunity to explain to our readers the mo-

tivation for undertaking this cross-century task.

The Chinese nation has a long history and a glorious culture, and it has
been the aspiration of several generations of Chinese scholars to trans-
late, edit and publish the whole corpus of the Chinese literary classics so
that the nation’s greatest cultural achievements can be introduced to
people all over the world. There have been many translations of the Chi-
nese classics done by foreign scholars. A few dozen years ago, a West-
ern scholar translated the title of 4 Dream of Red Mansions into “A
Dream of Red Chambers” and Lin Daiyu, the heroine in the novel, into
“Black Jade.” But while their endeavours have been laudable, the re-
sults oftheir labours have been less than satisfactory. Lack of knowledge
of Chinese culture and an inadequate grasp of the Chinese written lan-
guage have led the translators into many errors. As a consequence, not
only'are Chinese classical writings widely misunderstood in the rest of
the world, in some cases their content has actually been distorted. At one
time, there was a ‘Jin Ping Mei craze” among Western scholars, who
thought that they had uncovered a miraculous phenomenon, and pub-
lished theories claiming that China was the “fountainhead of eroticism,”
and that a Chinese “tradition of permissiveness” was about to be laid
bare. This distorted view came about due to the translators of the Jin

Ping Mei (Plum in the Golden Vase) putting one-sided stress on the



raw elements in that novel, to the neglect of its overall literary value.
Meanwhile, there have been many distinguished and well-intentioned
Sinologists who have attempted to make the culture of the Chinese nation
more widely known by translating works of ancient Chinese philosophy.
However, the quality of such work, in many cases, is unsatisfactory, of-
ten missing the point entirely. The great philosopher Hegel considered
that ancient China had no philosophy in the real sense of the word, being

i}

stuck in philosophical “prehistory.” For such an eminent authority to
make such a colossal error ofjudgment is truly regrettable. But, of course,
Hegel was just as subject to the constraints of time, space and other
objective conditions as anyone else, and since he had to rely for his knowl-
edge of Chinese philosophy on inadequate translations it is not difficult to
imagine why he went so far off the mark.

China cannot be separated from the rest of the world; and the rest of
the world cannot ignore China. Throughout its history, Chinese civiliza-
tion has enriched itself by absorbing new elements from the outside world,
and in turn has contributed to the progress of world civilization as a whole
by transmitting to other peoples its own cultural achievements. From the
5th to the 15th centuries, China marched in the front ranks of world civi-
lization. If mankind wishes to advance, how can it afford to ignore China?

How can it afford not to make a thoroughgoing study of its history?

Despite the ups and downs in their fortunes, the Chinese people have
always been idealistic, and have never ceased to forge ahead and learn
from others, eager to strengthen ties of peace and friendship.

The great ancient Chinese philosopher Confucius once said, “Wher-
ever three persons come together, one of them will surely be able to teach
me something. I will pick out his good points and emulate them; his bad
points I will reform.” Confucius meant by this that we should always be
ready to learn from others. This maxim encapsulates the principle the Chi-
nese people have always followed in their dealings with other peoples, not
only on an individual basis but also at the level of state-to-state relations.

After generations of internecine strife, China was unified by Emperor



Qin Shi Huang (the First Emperor of the Qin Dynasty) in 221 B.C. The
Han Dynasty, which succeeded that of the short-lived Qin, waxed pow-
erful, and for the first time brought China into contact with the outside
world. In 138 B.C., Emperor Wu dispatched Zhang Qian to the western
regions, i.e. Central Asia. Zhang, who traveled as far as what is now
Iran, took with him as presents for the rulers he visited on the way 10,000
head ofsheep and cattle, as well as gold and silks worth a fabulous amount.
In 36 B.C., Ban Chao headed a 36-man legation to the western regions.
These were missions of friendship to visit neighbours the Chinese people
had never met before and to learn from them. Ban Chao sent Gan Ying
to explore further toward the west. According to the “Western Regions
Section” in the Book of Later Han, Gan Ying traveled across the terri-
tories of present-day Iraq and Syria, and reached the Mediterranean Sea,
an expedition which brought him within the confines of the Roman Em-
pire. Later, during the Tang Dynasty, the monk Xuan Zang made ajour-
ney fraught with danger to reach India and seek the knowledge of that
land. Upon his return, he organized a team of scholars to translate the
Buddhist scriptures, which he had brought back with him. As a result,
many of these scriptural classics which were later lost in India have been
preserved in China. In fact, it would have been difficult for the people of
India to reconstruct their own ancient history if it had not been for Xuan
Zang’s A Record of a Journey to the West in the Time of the Great
Tang Dynasty. In the Ming Dynasty, Zheng He transmitted Chinese cul-
ture to Southeast Asia during his seven voyages. Following the Opium
Wars in the mid-19th century, progressive Chinese, generation after gen-
eration, went to study the advanced scientific thought and cultural achieve-
ments of the Western countries. Their aim was to revive the fortunes of
their own country. Among them were people who were later to become
leaders of China, including Zhu De, Zhou Enlai and Deng Xiaoping. In
addition, there were people who were to become leading scientists, liter-
ary figures and artists, such as Guo Moruo, Li Siguang, Qian Xuesen,
Xian Xinghai and Xu Beihong. Their spirit of ambition, their struggles and
their breadth of vision were an inspiration not only to the Chinese people
but to people all over the world.

Indeed, it is true that if the Chinese people had not learned many



things from the surrounding countries they would never have been able to
produce the splendid achievements of former days. When we look back
upon history, how can we not feel profoundly grateful for the legacies of
the civilizations of ancient Egypt, Greece and India? How can we not
feel fondness and respect for the cultures of Europe, Africa, America
and Oceania?

The Chinese nation, in turn, has made unique contributions to the com-
munity of mankind. Prior to the 15th century, China led the world in sci-
ence and technology. The British scientist Joseph Needham once said,
“From the third century A.D. to the 13th century A.D. China was far
ahead ofthe West in the level of its scientific knowledge.” Paul Kennedy,
of Yale University in the U.S., author of The Rise and Fall ofthe Great
Powers, said, “Of all the civilizations ofthe pre-modem period, none was
as well-developed or as progressive as that of China.”

Foreigners who came to China were often astonished at what they
saw and heard. The Greek geographer Pausanias in the second century
A.D. gave the first account in the West of the technique of silk produc-
tion in China: “The Chinese feed a spider-like insect with millet and reeds.
After five years the insect’s stomach splits open, and silk is extracted
therefrom.” From this extract, we can see that the Europeans at that
time did not know the art of silk manufacture. In the middle of the 9th
century A.D., an Arabian writer includes the following anecdote in his
Account of China and India:

“One day, an Arabian merchant called upon the military governor of
Guangzhou. Throughout the meeting, the visitor could not keep his eyes
off the governor’s chest. Noticing this, the latter asked the Arab mer-
chant what he was staring at. The merchant replied, ‘Through the silk
robe you are wearing, I can faintly see a black mole on your chest. Your
robe must be made out of very fine silk indeed!” The governor burst out
laughing, and holding out his sleeve invited the merchant to count how
many garments he was wearing. The merchant did so, and discovered
that the governor was actually wearing five silk robes, one on top of the
other, and they were made of such fine material that a tiny mole could be
seen through them all! Moreover, the governor explained that the robes

he was wearing were not made of the finest silk at all; silk of the highest



grade was reserved for the garments worn by the provincial governor.”

The references to tea in this book (the author calls it “dried grass”)
reveal that the custom of drinking tea was unknown in the Arab countries
at that time: “The king of China’s revenue comes mainly from taxes on
salt and the dry leaves of a kind of grass which is drunk after boiled
water is poured on it. This dried grass is sold at a high price in every city
in the country. The Chinese call it ‘cha.” The bush is like alfalfa, except
that it bears more leaves, which are also more fragrant than alfalfa. It
has a slightly bitter taste, and when it is infused in boiling water it is said
to have medicinal properties.”

Foreign visitors showed especial admiration for Chinese medicine.
One wrote, “China has very good medical conditions. Poor people are
given money to buy medicines by the government.”

In this period, when Chinese culture was in full bloom, scholars flocked
from all over the world to China for sightseeing and for study. Chang’an,
the capital of the Tang Dynasty was host to visitors from as far away as
the Byzantine Empire, not to mention the neighboring countries of Asia.
Chang’an, at that time the world’s greatest metropolis, was packed with
thousands of foreign dignitaries, students, diplomats, merchants, artisans
and entertainers. Japan especially sent contingent after contingent of
envoys to the Tang court. Worthy of note are the accounts of life in
Chang’an written by Abeno Nakamaro, a Japanese scholar who studied
in China and had close friendships with ministers of the Tang court and
many Chinese scholars in a period of over 50 years. The description
throws light on the exchanges between Chinese and foreigners in this
period. When Abeno was supposedly lost at sea on his way back home,
the leading poet of the time, Li Bai, wrote a eulogy for him.

The following centuries saw a steady increase in the accounts of China
written by Western visitors. The Italian Marco Polo described conditions
in China during the Yuan Dynasty in his Travels. However, until advances
in the science of navigation led to the opening of east-west shipping routes
at the beginning of the 16th century Sino-Western cultural exchanges
were coloured by fantasy and conjecture. Concrete progress was made
when a contingent of religious missionaries, men well versed in Western

science and technology, made their way to China, ushering in an era of
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direct contacts between China and the West. The experience of this era
was embodied in the career of the Italian Jesuit Matteo Ricci. Arriving in
China in 1582, Ricci died in Beijing in 1610. Apart from his missionary
work, Ricci accomplished two historically symbolic tasks — one was the
translation into Latin of the “Four Books,” together with annotations, in
1594; the other was the translation into Chinese of Euclid’s Elements.
The rough translations of the “Four Books” and other Chinese classical
works by Western missionaries, and the publication of Pere du Halde’s
Description Geographique, Historique, Chronologique, Politique,
et Physique de I Empire de la Chine revealed an exotic culture to West-
ern readers, and sparked a “China fever,” during which the eyes of many
W estern intellectuals were Fixed on China. Some of these intellectuals,
including Leibniz, held China in high esteem; others, such as Hegel, nursed
a critical attitude toward Chinese culture. Leibniz considered that some
aspects of Chinese thought were close to his own views, such as the
philosophy of the Book of Changes and his own binary system. Hegel,
on the other hand, as mentioned above, considered that China had devel-
oped no proper philosophy ofits own. Nevertheless, no matter whether
the reaction was one of admiration, criticism, acceptance or rejection,
Sino-Western exchanges were of great significance. The transmission of
advanced Chinese science and technology to the West, especially the
Chinese inventions of paper-making, gunpowder, printing and the com-
pass, greatly changed the face of the whole world. Karl Marx said, “Chi-
nese gunpowder blew the feudal class of knights to smithereens; the
compass opened up world markets and built colonies; and printing be-
came an implement of Protestantism and the most powerful lever and
necessary precondition for intellectual development and creation.” The
English philosopher Roger Bacon said that China’s four great inventions
had “changed the face of the whole world and the state of affairs of

everything.”

Ancient China gave birth to a large number of eminent scientists, such

as Zu Chongzhi, Li Shizhen, Sun Simiao, Zhang Heng, Shen Kuo and Bi



Sheng. They produced numerous treatises on scientific subjects, includ-
ing The Manual of Important Arts for the People’s Welfare, Nine
Chapters on the Mathematical Art, A Treatise on Febrile Diseases
and Compendium ofMateria Medica. Their accomplishments included
ones whose influence has been felt right down to modern times, such as
the armillary sphere, seismograph, Dujiangyan water conservancy project,
Dunhuang Grottoes, Grand Canal and Great Wall. But from the latter
part of the 15th century, and for the next 400 years, Europe gradually
became the cultural centre upon which the world’s eyes were fixed. The
world’s most outstanding scientists then were England’s Isaac Newton,
Poland’s Copernicus, France’s Marie Curie, Germany’s Rontgen and
Einstein, Italy’s Galileo, Russia’s Mendelev and America’s Edison.

The Chinese people then began to think: What is the cause of the rise
and fall of nations? Moreover, how did it happen that gunpowder, in-
vented in China and transmitted to the West, in no time at all made Eu-
rope powerful enough to batter down the gates of China herself?

It took the Opium War to wake China from its reverie. The first gen-
eration to make the bold step of “turning our eyes once again to the rest
of the world” was represented by Lin Zexu and Wei Yuan. Zeng Guofan
and Li Hongzhang started the Westernization Movement, and later intel-
lectuals raised the slogan of “Democracy and Science.” Noble-minded
patriots, realizing that China had fallen behind in the race for moderniza-
tion, set out on a painful quest. But in backwardness lay the motivation
for change, and the quest produced the embryo of a towering hope, and
the Chinese people finally gathered under a banner proclaiming a “March
Toward Science.”

On the threshold ofthe 21st century, the world is moving in the direc-
tion of becoming an integrated entity. This trend is becoming clearer by
the day. In fact, the history of the various peoples of the world is also
becoming the history of mankind as a whole. Today, it is impossible for
any nation’s culture to develop without absorbing the excellent aspects
of the cultures of other peoples. When Western culture absorbs aspects
of Chinese culture, this is notjust because it has come into contact with
Chinese culture, but also because of the active creativity and develop-

ment of Western culture itself; and vice versa. The various cultures of



the world’s peoples are a precious heritage which we all share. Mankind
no longer lives on different continents, but on one big continent, or in a
“global village.” And so, in this era characterized by an all-encompassing
network of knowledge and information we should learn from each other
and march in step along the highway of development to construct a brand-
new “global village.”

Western learning is still being transmitted to the East, and vice versa.
China is accelerating its pace of absorption of the best parts of the cul-
tures of other countries, and there is no doubt that both the West and the
East need the nourishment of Chinese culture. Based on this recognition,
we have edited and published the Library of Chinese Classics in a Chi-
nese-English format as an introduction to the corpus of traditional Chi-
nese culture in a comprehensive and systematic translation. Through this
collection, our aim is to reveal to the world the aspirations and dreams of
the Chinese people over the past 5,000 years and the splendour of the
new historical era in China. Like a phoenix rising from the ashes, the
Chinese people in unison are welcoming the cultural sunrise of the new

century.

August 1999



Records on the Warring States Period

Introduction

i1

ioc

$

LIBRARY OF CHINESE

CLASSICS
M X ax
{ti
WA
VAN
now
A ¥ S
£l
ll] A
y S
A *
xS
K A AW 4n
m M
& as
% as
1S ¢
A SO
N W ., ~
* « ®
A 7AN %‘? /gg]

-fi-

-1
4K

4

Cco
co

Iy

gt v >

Hh >t w



X
n E

SmA W N H 1um % S0 H: N

M.PMA M\X mmlM\...XMg SH_
S ° = = “ax R SE o

ZhS T - S 33

= ¥ =
:0 wBen o EXX "em%m uemBm_
—® m oy 8 mew of w 0 2 MY
S B - aa x E o
= U0~
X2 P RY ﬂnmumaSg.l =feld

=

=
=



IO & KA2. m0 6 «™ ~ »,«ilw Z ITsIT(MNE#1k»z
I»KDPIunxk " ¥*""# i " #«|K1K»5|e«#0

ASJAES ((Mie»6<jsw "#5iEBo ## m ~ " & ¢ .wm u
®EJNI10 iSu«”xuw " "1ua#dbx»»sa,T«#" " ot m:
EI ;1K - *5:AMUADIE», JUA«##N o T+,
«IDK- o Mxenl L« ik o
T DI K TwH#e o T BRI ;«#K - 51
IPK #7211 "», K T«8K#1xk « +»1I ;«”~X H

O™», KTKBK#” eIl M T;TX - * AU N " KK

*AK MU TKT *

N OK@AK»o

"T«X UWNXKXK»uar#,I S|leAIl eE, KX -"0o 'BXD

Juf€# " TN K, KA*LT-J-B*KNeo 1"Neid

@ XK »EA#IT KMU?2XA AP 1aArS5>K A Ne 2X A D -it A Ne u ao

1E@M U, « K@K » A KO A #A <1 AKIILIK A JT A

AKOK MK a mavikm %orc& I ENII[ %, mm & &



LIBRARY OF CHINESE

Records on the Warring States Period CLASSICS
Introduction

1 < 4K
E NE BY 1 X S K
Ne No 3 5 S w £ A ar
If . 93 XK M
. B B B
E W~
mM3 A 4 <-
t: KT
E S S ti M N
y y M £
4R A \LLL A
y o, MK~ J
fiif <4 Ne
& b ( -y £
H Ao Ko
MoA x y -E T y
w o 2x.
It b y 4 B r
A S . o A s %
y S £
-
v
M & <}1
" IK =' tf -& M
m
N n f< <1 EK
w
K- * i -K X -ﬁ*
S
nf B I n
If ‘ 5
l1 1 Db -

3n
XK S E

>:.:£€Z



Ty

=~

Szg — 7

=2 T EE N~ B

=N tll'onE

-~
=

4K

all

>

= HEF T~

=&

Iff

SE

> >

E %

iir

Mot mEa v me

mo.

4K

2207

ﬁgsmmmm E

> =R S

IT

<5
#1

4K

“IE 2

1/\

il
-1

NE = §

wne g

> =3 §

TS <



m "xm,{61x? wau 'p " *mn<s” **"m s R E

9o K £ 1T A A2, 621781 A, 6N ITT"B ® "7

=

wia@ wmA* A, M AAAAASw AR L FiAATIW “A 2

“«A vy ufg » n["]wifein/\ jJC:l: Ns BN Bow

“iiW " "EtilE~*0 ~J5n"~"tt""*"SSW SE"T-B
fij,ip "##s” wwitp AxLow oo m % m ¥\, e Hltr

A0rW i “itfer: W, @Sttr! ETW £',EStotW M «

s

=

T = («ex -« XK*"XK1OJEd4r"»)~*>PFXK .~

eij~eE s fto”S o

W?245:+ SiR»@E@"@ZrB]nT"jiil##"EEtiE

?2#:"U(TEHo ~ E E N # 5>iE m Il E Ne X iltS »

wm & 3w o w " "Avmvoaw m " mbooMansm--

AU EME * »)o XE»eE-%"E~B§BtrltSSW *B

P.$II1 OEeE££#MW BJIMS$Iunlll EE£L£HW ,E {1
4



LIBRARY OF CHINESE

Records on the Warring States Period CLASSICS
Introduction

<
m W U bl
)I( $ &
<XI e u N It lie 4
B N  « A ll[
xK B o iti-
A XK K
i K to s
No [ «  m.
. u v KA
mU m ru
'-FTK Ky TS« ]
U A A - # i ,
K }K - N i 1 » o e
K X if
S @ woow K N
K A Jiis -K A %
Ey N,
M 1"! N N Bt W 1 -ci
III N au s W< e w0
By KET 541w
m K N N [ 1 ijn
)K TII
H K - to
B 10 XK
u
K § n £ N < w» /L?} .
NN A H W m .1,
& WX = Il $7 M



<scn

bl

es!

A ) B

= =
—

“Emys Eeogroz s

W

45

3g

il

44

=2

4/\
113

uUf

SN

hd i1}

mbu

§II

nj

H -
as

>

E%Sc,‘q

Jd-

*E



wWiiilio E@XXaTE3|ENEXtiio

&lIml& m&wmoumwnmno mn,u& w - *

4T % am xw w ,m N & »-& % m w m 1?2 w \>w m =+ w

bNwm&M mMNMN&' ' £-m®mamO”"""m zm m m

w ,& k& N , "I m»\m mi Bé6<jfijr, «m o - =«

anw m & w w u
w m o ow - wom N oow Nwoowomow om0 & momoz,nw
% % M w m n , N »m m m * ® 5w m ,w mMmm K N
% & % -Et% 20 £$SmMmT1x % £mMmTpn % Mm% >mM ,£%

"JESM"6<j% ~ffiSS6<jtito

£M % N m *B
m T, m .MM & am nlwm# *BM TS5 & TT («mmm -°° A
lT#1I0 I0 » )0 M 1la, MIIBIE*II &M &A]&I 5D
*£L£ran:m O I "# 1 Ne & ® mm 5 & T™M 1 bl («M x
- U O % »)o MIA&I*% N '&17 8E.MIIMMUIIMO

*Ne I @ , 49T & & *bI MU E % Ne ,II 1T *{X & #&



LIBRARY OF CHINESE

CLASSICS

Records on the Warring States Period

. . 3 mswﬂ..wmmﬁ_ B XN
<5 X Ty x =% s 2.
< & = S0 . < =Sk § S m
P S $29 N 2si¥[0 50 x °%
<E VEF K ¥ NMOSXMBA SS2S0.0
T<< S SN .. A T XE L >
239 I =P OF con< M< . w
e nm_m = e 2 z -
= Sw\wwmhm = K S
= WKQK < "< W< LB~ _ x5
X 2 ¥ L X8 RL6 B wen
g 85 v oFX 2 % > o m &
P w 5 33 o=z z3 - ¥R



FV

=R I lem&oﬂoAxJ «A@AX
E. XV B 22 Ve VM ¢ BB
mx F< . 2V vSax B .m0 B =
£mmAmd£&Xﬁ&yulwA ~ g
H $ 2085< fnam i< B

\% "
BT a,nmmo $A4X3mmnmA HEJ.AE

x B > Soown 0. ®c

s T 5 L W Wo mR3E

S o< ° < Ve ¥ MKNKA RN - kTR
wn M o AWVEomEm. << + =S8 H



em m m &¥-)))o w m w .UXx

T~P 114l £AM ™P .

mnméE.m,m\*a*aucAbo wwmwm

m.$.m,m*i£"®AZMtt0 &uyarovm
*mmm& ' X*yufNa.0{zx%,&%zm4dL,#j&mz
xlo” AWM UL=- S itii™"s»)

{1, xncocummmov&mmmmum>NoNe L &mu+&>

AEXRIMAFARY wikmommuy&mmmEmmmo

m m ~

6B X A0 #II "YU /b I II i o

H1d

Lxmt?/#.ANAM4 61 T e, ok | £0K2 M A<i-+,
i HILAT; A AJJTE , mu? Ia
Mo TRAYYH.S1e#tMOKI ™ To " |ex,

mjE.iti. iEJE6i*#2726*~jH"jtwm T,A ffm m E



LIBRARY OF CHINESE

CLASSICS

Records on the Warring States Period

Introduction

FRLTT =
SESE SN

Tenw .~ XV

Qi ol

W= 28 Z

28
s 3. ¥ 52
S JERD S

o &
Ve o MlRE
=2 E
< PEHs s .
CSEORS g .

B LAQT 9z ¥ s
==l
FV OFF w A
PR Sy
& = F oo %
= v B S
=l - % v A =
SV SpaEy -

fmz o VEK Z2
BT ek g
= Ba&

Sisis
QI ®X

=p4

s FTae B, DAL

< FHB n Mmmm Mmoo K e o

HOW W
i)

K< &

»n - <

L R

S 3

@i =



se I?2m o

iim M m

K, S g XK

g*

E = <X

XYEw 5

>7a

BJ

4F
S6

>

>

>

o o L

>E < 3

m

<-
%1

tif\

4K

qfx

me"

§_.

S

—]gg%%m

=



10

zi1™»)o mm - °
ifE,ws*MM*"#A-"T"mé£o “HTJi*""*"3Sw

6t)Sjt= « B X m

HEXM EE . #- K" K T#E6EANd Ko BHI[

% w “‘mxw om \mmw m % vmmou & wm=xN \n&

1D o

ALa*icfnWSFhiA®mOtjt» EA6 WE)EIE6”
MSPIJWSo

"miFI»6-"ES$£SIiJ*BtA6<liAI*,iil*ni»171*Btit
MX<IImN 5 A £ I 0 THA AL N/ JIX6KA
wmmmmou ~~4o SIIEA "mMsm»w A N¥ft-

KA#1JIX ALK IKIT4M E

SiRSfiiljo 6ATBAAﬁA#A(PI}KA](b,EH<H<&eA

ANARIINNMAEAEXXKNKATIEEATTT7851Ho
mK,EXKKS ¥ " AT "EXKKEU KK UK K

AKTijisBtit A KA {TTKK##7 N AKAK M LY JTTEAKK,A

AIEASBHITIIII L r+0 AMTOOrIET AN T #2 K

0



LIBBABY OF CHINESE

_ Records on the Warring States Period
mIntroduction CLASSICS

g .5 i If
£ < B Fl
w m my o F
E N “é? No - "
; 0] K
1jn Y\
go* o * 111 x H .Hljsw
o i S %
s b ilill K
| 7
ae "I p ™
ks X . E 5
: 1 Ix g K
q) o il -
it <& N 4
©OMK R é‘ El E m
I KR E
® . s EH a
B W ‘R 1.IIWC EHl f A
a " < A@ M <>
<- b No 2 S  H-
ur 1 El X t
m Ik No w6 o™ R If
: b El N
< < E W El



N2

4R

4R

* ™

ne

bl

If

ct

4R

<
[on

imﬁ S mME mHumee—h >E

Ne

i7s

U

H*

,<m



=3

N x m m t N
o m F* .
XK »fici$”

m n

# V1S III Adrian Parsons

t"R £ '& rt® b 1=a

ri S t i1 1S XKS WuftinX Ko x

Parsons 5fe”.,—

", A fn*"TT% »6<j*iSo

~"anTII o

X

Nwow o omom

12

/\/\/\m /\O

u)1n
2007 A 121 9 0



INTRODUCTION

In West-Han, records on the Warring States Period
titled Guoce, Guoshi, Duanchang, Shiyu, Changshu, or
Xiushu were carefully kept in the palace. Most of these
documents recorded military affairs and diplomatic activities
of various states and the tricks and speeches of the persuasive
talkers of that time. Liu Xiang, a famous scholar, edited
these documents and classified them in 33 volumes mostly
according to the states they described, and put them wunder
the title of ( Zhanguoce Records on the Warring States
Period). With the lapse of time, some of these records were
lost, and found in private collections. Zeng Gong, an
influential litterateur of the North-Song Dynasty, re-edited
Records on the Warring States Period, corrected some
mistakes of the then versions, and also classified them into 33
volumes. Inevitably, there are some differences between
Liu’s and Zeng’s editions. Based on the latter, both Yao
Hong and Bao Biao annotated these documents in the South-
Song Dynasty. Yao took an extremely serious attitude and
made his commentaries true to the original, and therefore his
edition was widely accepted. Bao not only tampered with the
original but also re-ordered it. In the Yuan Dynasty, Wu
Shidao annotated Bao’s edition, corrected some mistakes, and
printed his work under the title oiZhanguoce {Collation and
Annotation of Records on the Warring States Period). In the
Qing Dynasty, based on both Yao and Bao’s editions, Huang
Pilie and Wang Niansun did systematic research on Records on

13
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the Warring States Period and published Zhanguocezhaji
(Notes on Records on the Warring States Period ) and
Zhanguocezazhi (Records on Records on the Warring States
Period) respectively, and their works reached the highest levels
in this field. Published contemporary research on Records on the
Warring States Period reflects continuing interest.

The contents of the current edition of Records on the
Warring States Period are cataloged as follows.- the Records
of the State of East-Zhou, 1 volume; the Records of the State
of West-Zhou, 1 volume; the Records of the State of Qin, 5
volumes; the Records of the State of Qi, 6 volumes; the
Records of the State of Chu, 4 volumes; the Records of the
State of Zhao, 4 volumes; the Records of the State of Wei, 4
volumes; the Records of the State of Han, 3 volumes; the
Records of the State of Yan, 3 volumes; the Records of the
States of Song and Wei, 1 volume; the Records of the State
of Zhongshan, 1 volume; and altogether it contains 495
chapters. Bridging Chungiuzuozhuan and Chuhanchungiu m
Records on the Warring States Period reflected the history
and society of the Warring States period and kept significant
record of events that took place in all those states. It is
indubitable that some of the stories in Records on the
Warring States Period were fabricated. Most of the experts
believe that more than four-fifths of all the records are
credible. Records on the Warring States Period is therefore,
considered to be a great complement to ZuozhuanGuoyu and
Chuhanchungiu for the history of that period can be traced
due to the records kept in it. Many rare historical details such

as King You of the state of Chu being the son of Lord
14



Chunshen, Guo Kai spreading scandals against Li Mu, Lii
Buwei enthroning Zichu, and Lao Ai’ s affairs inside the
palace of the state of Qin, are stories exclusively kept in
Records on the Warring States Period and became important
sources for Sima Qian’s great work Shiji. Records on the
Warring States Period was frequently quoted by the Scholars
of the Warring States period, for instance, “A Guest Had a
Talk with Lord Chunshen”, kept in volume 4 of the Records
on the state of Chu, appears in “A Wicked Man Murdered A
High-ranking Official” in Hanfeizi; “Marquis Wen of Wei
Had an Appointment with the Man in Charge of Mountain
Forests”, kept in volume 1 of the records on the state of Wei,
appears in “On Forests” in Hanfeizi; “Zhang Yi Reasoned
with the King of Qin”, kept in volume 1 of the records on the
state of Qin, appears in “Paying the First Visit to the King of
Qin” in Hanfeizi; “King Wuling of Zhao Wanted to Attack
Zhongshan”, kept in the records on the state of Zhongshan,
appears in “ The Upper-left Part of Outer Savings ” in
Hanfeizi; “Lord Jingguo Treated Qi Maobian Very Well”,
kept in volume 1 of the records on the state of Qi, appears in
“On Knowing Scholars” in Liishichungiu; "Lord Mengchang
in Xue”, kept in volume 3 in the records on the state of Qi,

2

appears in “On Repaying Obligations in Liishichunqiu;
“Gongshu Cuo of Wei Was Sick”, kept in volume 1 of the
records on the state of Wei, appears in “On Foresight” in
Liishichungiu; “King Hui of Wei Died”, kept in volume 2 of
the records on the state of Wei, appears in “On the Beginning
of the Spring Season” in Liishichungiu etc. When Sima Guang

wrote Zizhitongjian, he also took references of the sources in
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Records on the Warring States Period.

When considering the author of Records on the Warring
States Period, experts in this field have drawn different
conclusions, and therefore, there is no fixed answer to this
question. Because Records on the Warring States Period was
sourced by a variety of documents, apparently it should not
be conceived to be written by one person during a fixed period
of time. Experts believe that most of these records were
finished during the Warring States period, for an
overwhelming part of the stories and events mentioned in this
book, such as the Battle in Changping and Jingke’s
assassination of the king of the state of Qin, took place at
that time. Some researchers additionally hold the opinion that
a few chapters were finished at the turning point between Qin
and Han dynasties, or even by people of the West-Han
dynasty.

Records on the Warring States Period therefore
manifests complicated thoughts, and many of them were
against Confucianism. As a result, Li Mengyang, a scholar of
Ming Dynasty, considered it a book full of unwarranted
viewpoints. Nonetheless, even Li himself could not deny its
substantial influence. “People who trace the past have used it
for reference and those who study history have proved the
social changes recorded in it. Those who love rhetoric learn
from its language, and those who are fond of trickery, mimic
its wisdom”, claimed Li Mengyang. So, Li not only admitted
Records on the Warring States Period's value in terms of
keeping historical materials, but also generalized its

successful use of language.
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“People who trace the past have used it for reference and
those who study history have proved the social changes
recorded in it. ” As Li said, men can get a good understanding
of the society of the Warring States period by studying
Records on the Warring States Period. According to Records
on the Warring States Period, the Warring States period was
a time of multiple values. Free from such Confucian rules as
“benevolence”, “righteousness”, “principles of propriety”,
“loyalty” or “honesty”, the social environment of that time
was relatively open.

Firstly, people were more tolerant towards indecent
affairs, and this was undoubtedly against the principles of
propriety, — the guideline of the Confucian School. For
instance, one of Lord Mengchang’s guests had affairs with
the lord’s wife, however, the lord was not ashamed of it. Not
only did he refuse to sentence the guest to death, he also took
the latter’s side and claimed that it was natural for a man to
love a pretty woman. Moreover, the lord also recommended
the guest to his friend, the sovereign of the state of Wei,
sponsored the trip and helped him obtain a high position in
Wei (referring to “One of Lord Mengchang’s Inferiors Had a
Love Affair with the Lord’s Wife”, volume 3 of the records
on the state of Qi). Before taking the throne, King Xiang of
the state of Qi once lived in exile, and at that time he had
affairs with Historian Jiao’s daughter, and the two of them
gave birth to a son (referring to “King Min of Qi Was
Murdered,” volume 6 of the records on the state of Qi).
During the Warring States period, it was not necessary for

the concubines of a sovereign to stay in closely locked palace
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buildings, on the contrary, they were free to go fishing with
the sovereign as long as they loved to do so (referring to
“Wei’s King Took a Boat to Go Fishing Along with Lord
Longyang", volume 4 of the records on the state of Wei).
Interestingly enough, the queen mother of the state of Qin
had affairs with Wei Choufu. When she was dying, she asked
Wei Choufu to be buried alive with her. Thanks to Yong Rui,
who remonstrated on behalf of Wei Choufu with the queen
mother, Wei’s life was saved (referring to “Queen Mother
Xuan of Qin Had a Clandestine Love Affair with Wei
Choufu”). As the queen mother, administering a state, she
neglected the most important principle of a woman, and told
Shang Jing, the ambassador from the state of Han to the
face, “When I was serving our former king, if he put his
thigh upon me, I would feel exhausted. However, when he
stretched himself upon me, I wouldn’t feel like being crushed
at all. Why? I benefited more or less when he was doing
this. ” (referring to “The Troops of Chu Had Besieged Yong
Shi for Five Months”, volume 2 of the records on the state of
Han).

Secondly, during the Warring States period, talented
people were extremely active. Bearing no ideology on
motherland or loyalty in their minds, they just travelled from
one state to another to satisfy self-interests under the name of
serving the states they then worked for. Concepts, such as
“loyalty”, “righteousness” and “honesty” etc. , normally held
by the Confucian School, exerted no influence on them at all;
even the most powerful court officials holding the highest

positions made no exceptions in this respect. For example, as
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one of the most powerful court officials of the state of Qin,
Zhang Yi tried to find every subterfuge to cede the land of
Hanzhong to the state of Chu. Just as Gan Mao declared,
“Does a state with vast territory always have more problems?
If a war started among all the states some day, you could cede
the land of Hanzhong to Chu. Thus Chu will definitely turn
against the other states and wunite with wus. If you give
Hanzhong to Chu now, what will you give Chu when there is
a war?” (referring to “Zhang Yi Wanted To Give Chu the
Land of Hanzhong”, volume 1 of the records on the state of
Qin) Bearing evil intentions in the mind, Zhang Yi attached
no importance to the power and interests of the state of Qin.

During the Warring States period, although those states
vied with each other for land and power, they did not pay
enough attention to their own sovereignty. As a result, they
could take various measures to interfere with other states’
policies and diplomatic activities. The king of the state of Qi
planned to confer the land of Xue on Tian Ying. When the
king of the state of Chu heard of this, he became very angry
and wanted to attack Qi. As a result, the king of Qi was
ready to give up his plan. But Gongsun Han persuaded the
king of Chu to facilitate the conferring. For, if Qi conferred
land on officials, the state would be weakened, and therefore
could no longer cause any threat to the state of Chu.
Moreover, Qi would resort to Chu when it was under threat.
If this was the case, it was advantageous for Chu to
manipulate Qi. The king of Chu considered it a good idea, so
he urged Qi to confer the land (referring to “Qi Intended to
Confer Xue on Tian Ying”, volume 1 of the records on the
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state of Qi). Another example is when the kings of Qin and
Wei were about to meet each other, but at that time Wei had
no prime minister. Lou Wu was afraid that the king of Qin
might nominate his favourite person. If Wei rejected it, the
king of Qin would lose face and thus put the relations between
Qin and Wei under threat. If not, Qin would manipulate
Wei’s policies and therefore not think highly of Wei. So, Lou
Wu suggested the king of Wei should appoint someone close
to the state of Qi to be the prime minister. By so doing, they
could build up relations with Qi, and thus Qin would not dare
look down on Wei (referring to “Lou Wu Built an Alliance
Between Qin and Wei”, volume 4 of the records on the state
of Wei). By carefully weighing-up the situation, people fond
of trickery could manipulate other states through diplomatic
activities, and counterbalance enemy states, or even their
own alliances. During the Warring States period, it became
vogue for the states to hold each other in play.

People of that time not only paid little attention to affairs
out of wedlock, they also attached no importance to their
motherland, often undervaluing the throne. According to
“Wei Yang Escaped from Wei to Qin”, volume 1 of the
records on the state of Qin, “ After Duke Xiao had
implemented Wei Yang’s law for eight years, he was confined
to bed. He wanted to abdicate and pass the throne onto Shang
Yang, but Shang Yang refused to take it. When Duke Xiao
died, King Hui took over the regime. Not long after King
Hui came to power, Shang Yang asked his permission to
allow him to give up his position and go back to Wei. ” King
Xiao of Qin made such a big decision probably because he

20



really admired Shang Yang’s talent in administering the state.
None the less, few sovereigns influenced by Confucian
thoughts, could imagine neglecting family loyalties and their
own sons to enthrone beloved court officials.

Not being confined by Confucian thoughts, people of the
Warring States period could manifest their true selves. The
figures in Records on the Warring States Period opened their
hearts and showed readers their innermost feelings and
instincts. For human beings, the most primitive instinct is to
seek the biggest possible material advantages. In Records on
the Warring States Period, everyone, from sovereigns and
powerful officials, to even powerless people, boldly nurtured
sought self-interests. Firstly, battles and wars among various
states were only aimed at gaining land and treasures, and
other important wares such as the Nine Cauldrons
symbolizing the highest power over the world. They thus
enlarged their own territories or enhanced their reputation.
Under such circumstances, they built temporary alliances to
fight for short-term interests, played trickery to fool their
allied forces, and even betrayed them for their own sake.
According to “The Troops of Chu and Those of Wei Engaged
in Battle near Mount Xing”, volume 4 of the records on the
state of Qin, the troops of the state of Chu and those of the
state of Wei engaged in battle near Mount Xing. In order to
make the state of Qin cut off its ties with Chu, Wei promised
to cede the land of Shangluo .to Qin. The troops of Wei then
won the war and defeated the troops of Chu in Nanyang. Qin
asked Wei to give up the land it had initially promised.
However, Wei didn’t keep its word. Guan Xian told the king
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of Qin to pretend to arrange a meeting with the king of Chu,
and thus to put the state of Wei under pressure. As a result,
Wei conceded the land as promised. Another example of such
trickery, in “The War in Xuzhou”, volume 1 of the records
on the state of Wei, is seen when Gongsun Yan suggested
that the king of Wei assist the state of Qi on the surface and
yet secretly ally with the state of Wei, thus urging Wei and
Qi to engage with each other. Should Qi defeat Chu, then
they could join Qi to occupy the land north of Fangcheng from
Chu; should Chu defeat Qi, then they could keep Qi under
firm control along with Chu. By this token, the states merely
played trickery and were dishonest. Secondly, powerful
officials attached no importance to their states. Bearing evil
intentions, they sought to strengthen their self-interest at any
cost. Zhang Yi wanted to use the troops of the state of Qin to
rescue the state of Wei. Zuo Cheng told Gan Mao, “You’d
better allow him to do so. If our troops suffer severe
casualties in Wei and therefore cannot return to Qin, Zhang
Yi will definitely not come back to Qin either. If our troops
return without severe casualties, Zhang Yi will be appointed
to a very powerful position by Wei. As a result, he won’t
dare come back to Qin either (because he will be in fear that
Qin will no longer trust him). If Zhang Yi remains in Qin, he
will definitely become more powerful than you” (referring to
“Zhang Yi Wanted to Use the Troops of the State of Qin to
Rescue the State of Wei”, volume 1 of the records on the
state of Qin). Zuo Cheng’s suggestion was nothing but
maintaining Gan Mao’s own advantages, and by so doing,

leaving the state of Qin and its military forces in oblivion.
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Moreover, Zhang Yi intended to hold the post of prime
minister of both the state of Qin and the state of Wei at the
same time. Shi Yan advised Zhao Xian to help Zhang Yi to
fulfil it, because if this was the case, in fear of being
defeated, the state of Han would certainly resort to the state
of Chu in the south. As a result, Zhang Yi could control the
states of Qin and Wei as he wished, and Zhao Xian himself
could control the states of Chu and Han simultaneously
(referring to “ Zhang Yi Wanted to Become the Prime
Minister of Both Qin and Wei”, volume 1 of the records on
the state of Wei). Another instance of such trickery, is seen
when DaCheng Wu, a powerful official of the state of Zhao
especially went to the state of Han to conspire with Shen
Buhai to manipulatively join the states of Han and Zhao
together (referring to “DaCheng Wu Came from Zhao”,
volume 1 of the records on the state of Han). They both
aimed solely at fulfilling their own wicked self-interest. So, it
is easy to draw the conclusion that, not only did powerful
officials, holding extremely important positions, have no
sense of loyalty, being wunashamed of “ serving ” two
sovereigns at the same time, but they also put their own
power ahead of whatever states they worked for. Thirdly,
even petty people of very low social status could be “bought”
with money. After Su Qin failed to persuade the king of Qin
to take his advice, wearily and penniless, he went home. His
wife did not stop weaving, his sister-in-law did not cook
anything for him to eat, and his parents did not speak a word
to him. When he was appreciated by the king of Zhao and
appointed to be Zhao’s prime minister, he was sent on a
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diplomatic mission on behalf of Zhao to the state of Chu and
passed by his hometown, Luoyang. When his parents heard
this news, they cleaned the house and the street, arranged a
concert and a banquet to greet him. And they also walked
thirty Li to the suburb to welcome him. His wife dared not
look him directly in the eye, and paid very much attention to
listening to every word he said. His sister-in-law crawled out
to pay her respect. She bowed down four times before him
and knelt down and asked him to forgive her prior
inhospitality. Su Qin asked, “ My sister-in-law, why were
you very arrogant before but so humble now?” The sister-in-
law replied, “ Because now you are powerful and rich”
(referring to "Su Qin Started Suggesting Unifying the Six
States to Counteract Qin”, volume 1 of the records on the
state of Qin). When the troops of Qin attacked Handan, they
failed to conquer it for 17 months. Many people advised Wang
Ji, the Commander-in-Chief to reward his officers and men,
but Wang rejected this advice. As a result, officers and men
rebelled and brought a false rebellion charge against Wang
(referring to “The Troops of Qin Attacked Handan”, volume
3 of the records on the state of Qin). When Gao Man led the
troops assault on Yiyang, the soldiers did not charge forward
after he had issued orders several times. His vice general
advised him to treat the officers and men, and Gan Mao
dispensed his own money to reward them. On the next day,
they occupied Yiyang after one battle (referring to “Gan Mao
Attacked Yiyang”, volume 2 of the records on the state of
Qin). All these cases showed the important role money

played. Being stimulated with money, officers and men would
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fight to the death. Therefore, Su Qin said, “Oh! If I am
poor, my parents will not regard me as their son. But if [ am
rich and powerful, even my relatives will be afraid of me.
How can one simply overlook power and wealth when one is
alive” (referring to “Su Qin Started Suggesting Unifying the
Six States to Counteract Qin”, volume 1 of the records on the
state of Qin)? Living in the world, then how could men stop
seeking power and wealth?

All these cases indicate that people of the Warring States
period openly pursued material benefits. The Warring States
period was an era aimed at fame and wealth. In accord with
the seeking of material benefits, in the realm of ideology,
multiple or even incompatible values became the most
important trait of this era. Lou Huan, a man of the Warring
States period once told such a story: Gongfu Wenbo died
while he was serving in the government of the state of Lu,
and all of his 16 concubines committed suicide for his sake.
However, his mother did not shed even one drop of tear after
she heard this bad news. People asked her why she reacted
this way, and she said this indicated that he treated his
women much better than his mother while he was alive.
According to Lou Huan, on the one side, she might be a good
mother, but on the other side, she was an envious woman
(referring to “Qin Attacked Zhao’s Changping", volume 3 of
the records on the state of Zhao). Different people judged
things with different standards, and by focusing their
attention on different aspects, people drew different
conclusions on the same matters. The thinking of a lot of
people of the Warring States period can be represented by Su
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Dai’s talk to King Zhao of the state of Yan as follows,“A man
as dutiful as Zeng Shen and Xiao Ji would do nothing except
take good care of his parents. A man as honest as Wei Gao
would simply not cheat others. And men as clean-fingered as
Bao Jiao and Shi Qiu would simply refuse to steal. But [ am a
person of ambitious goals. In my opinion, a person cannot
become powerful and influential simply because he is clean-
fingered, nor can he make great contribution due only to his
righteousness. Benevolence and righteousness are principles
which people adhere to to improve themselves. However,
they are by no means the right ways for an ambitious man
reaching his ideals” (referring to “Su Dai Had a Talk with
King Zhao of Yan”).

Obviously, the so-called virtues of benevolence,
righteousness, and the sense of honour were against the
values held by most of the persuasive talkers in the Warring
States period. For, they practiced opposite rules. “Shi Ju
Spoke 111 of Gongsun Yan in Front of Wei’s King”, volume 2
of the records on the state of Wei, recorded that Shi.Ju was at
odds with Gongsun Yan, and therefore defamed Gongsun
before King Hui of Wei. Gongsun Yan took revenge and told
Zhang Yi, “I1 am going to ask His Majesty to devolve the
state on you, thus His Majesty will be regarded as a Yao or a
Shun. But please refuse to take it over. Therefore, you will
be considered as a Xu You. Accordingly I will ask His
Majesty to confer a county with ten thousand families on you
as your fief. ” Zhang Yi was more than happy so that he
ordered Shi Ju to visit Gongsun Yan several times. When
King Wei heard of this, he no longer trusted Shi Ju, and as a

26



result, Shi Ju was forced to leave the state of Wei.
Interestingly enough, the principles and rules these figures in
this story practiced were overly simple. In their opinion, all
sovereigns able to give up throne were as virtuous as Yao and
Shun; all officials rejecting throne were considered as Xu
You’s matches. Judging these matters this way, it was
ridiculous. In conclusion, playing trickery, persecuting foes,
building cliques, and taking advantage of their states, such
men just sought self-interest at any cost, being amoral with
no fixed values.

None the less, due to such free and open circumstances,
in the fields of thinking and ideology, the thoughts of various
schools drew close to that of the Confucian School, and a
variety of values became more and more unified. With the
lapse of time, a remarkable phenomenon of the Warring
States period was the uprising of the shi class. This was
recorded in Records on the Warring States Period. Here no
further discussion on the background of the uprising of shi is
made; we merely want to categorise this class in three
groups. The first group can be identified as bold fighters, or
the so-called yongshi like Nie Zheng, Yu Rang, Jing Ke,etc.
Normally they would fight to the death to take revenge for
their “confidants” only because the latter once treated them
well, recognized their valour or physical feats. And their
confidants, absolutely their superiors, usually were wealthy
and powerful people of high social status. Records on the
Warring States Period took a positive attitude towards this
kind of fighter. The second group can be classed as

persuasive talkers, or the so-called ceshi like Cai Ze, Dun
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Ruo, Su Qin, Su Dai, Zhang Yi, Yao Jia and etc. They were
smart and talkative, able to actually weigh-up each situation
and every matter. With their excellent skills in reasoning,
they could easily control the minds of listeners, and therefore
manipulate them to do whatever they wanted. That’s why Li
Mengyang said “ Those who love rhetoric learn from its
language”. They thus, remonstrated with sovereigns merely
to benefit themselves. For this kind of person, Records on the
Warring States Period took a neutral attitude. The third
group can be clasified as righteous scholars, or the so-called
yishi: Feng Xuan’s "buying righteousness” on behalf of Lord
Mengchang, Tang Ju’s remonstrating with the king of Qin,
and Lu Zhonglian’s refusing to regard Qin’s king as Son of
Heaven in the world,etc. , these scholars were virtuous, wise
and bold, and therefore became the models of later ages. In
fact, they both advocated and practiced the values of the
Confucian School. And men can easily discern Records on the
Warring States Period’s admiration towards them.

Although Records on the Warring States Period reflects
a variety of thoughts, values in accord with the principles of
the Confucian School took shape step by step, and gained
more and more respect. For instance, Historian Ao refused
to see his grandson born out of wedlock, and criticized his
daughter, the then queen of King Xiang of Qi, as follows;
“You married- without a matchmaker and defamed my
reputation, so I no longer regard you as my daughter”. This
reflected his Confucian standards. And in the same chapter,
the historian’s daughter was praised because she was a dutiful
child and treated her father with filial piety (referring to
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“King Min of Qi Was Murdered,” volume 6 of the records on
the state of Qi). In volume 1 of the records on the state of
Wei, the chapter titled “ Marquis Wen of Wei Had an
Appointment with a Man in Charge of Mountain Forests”
recorded that Marquis Wen kept his word and went out in the
rain to meet and go hunting with a low-ranking official as
promised. At the end of this story, the author claimed that
the state of Wei became stronger and stronger ever since.
Honesty and sincerity should be the footstone of a state. This
also indicates the author’s standpoint. In volume 2 of the
records on the state of Wei, “Wei Ying, the King of Wei
Invited Some Sovereigns for a Drink at Fan Tai” recorded that
the sovereign of the state of Lu warned the king of Wei to
keep away from good wines, fine delicacies, pretty women as
well as beautiful sceneries, and thus to focus on
administering. The sovereign of Lu was the most outstanding
representative of the thoughts of the Confucian School, and
needless to say, his words reflected nothing but Confucian
values. The last sentence in this story, — “King Hui (the
king of Wei) praised his words” also showed the author’s
approval of these values.

So, it is warranted for us to believe that during the
Warring States period, Confucian values started to play an
undeniable yet sometimes subtle role. Compared to the vogue
of that time, Confucianism advocated men to retrain lust and
self-interest to practice the principles of propriety. This
philosophical attitude indeed reflected more wunselfish,
righteous values, therefore was to some extent accepted by
people of that era, and affected upright scholars’ behaviour
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and paths they followed. And this in turn influenced more
people to a higher extent. Hence, taking into consideration
the fact that some chapters in Records on the Warring States
Period were finished during the beginning of the West-Han
Dynasty, we ~can assume that Emperor Han-Wu-Di’s
suppression of a Hundred Schools in order to advocate
Confucianism, was by no means an instantaneous decision,
but was deeply-seated in the then social background and
firmly backed by the basis of the thoughts of that time.
Among a variety of values, Confucian thoughts certainly
played a role in the Warring States period. And this
undeniably formed the foundation for Confucian thoughts to
become the ruling ideology.

Nonetheless, Confucian thoughts were not the
mainstream ideology of the Warring States period. Because
the Warring States period was a time which focused mainly on
fame and profit, almost all methods for seeking self-interest
were tolerated. As a result, men normally went after material
advantages at any cost, by any means. Commonly, they

13

would resort to trickery. So, Li Mengyang declared that “and
(those) who fond of trickery mimic its wisdom”. Chang Tuo,
an official of West Zhou, for instance, escaped to East Zhou,
and divulged all information on West Zhou to East Zhou. So,
people of East Zhou were very happy and those of West Zhou
became extremely angry with him. Feng Ju, an official of
West Zhou, arranged a man taking 30 jin of gold and a letter
addressed to Chang Tuo to East Zhou, and it stated in the
letter; “ Please inform Chang Tuo, if you can succeed in
taking action (against East Zhou), then please try your best
30



to do so. If you cannot, then please return immediately.
Return immediately! Our secret will be discovered if it takes
too long, and as a result, you might lose your life. ” Then he
sent another messenger to inform East Zhou’s officer in
charge of intelligence as follows; “A spy will enter your state
tonight. ” The officer in charge of intelligence caught the spy
and brought him to the sovereign of East Zhou. Then the
sovereign of East Zhou beheaded Chang Tuo (referring to
“Chang Tuo Escaped to West Zhou”, the records on the state
of East Zhou). Another example illustrates West Zhou being
at odds with East Zhou. People in East Zhou wanted to plant
rice but West Zhou did not release water for the former. Su
Qin promised the sovereign of East Zhou that he could advise
West Zhou to release water. So Su went to West Zhou and
deceived its sovereign that people in East Zhou had grown
wheat, so their plants would be totally damaged if water was
released. Then the soverecign of West Zhou issued an order to
release water, and Su Qin was rewarded by both sides
(referring to “East Zhou Wanted to Grow Rice”, records on
the state of East Zhou). A third example; once troops of the
state of Qin attacked the state of Qi. Zhang Yi feared that the
state of Chu might assist Qi, so he promised to cede Chu 600
square miles of land to prevent Chu from rescuing Qi. After
the war was over, Zhang Yi denied it and claimed that he only
promised 6 miles of land instead of 600 (referring to “ Qi
Helped Chu in Attacking Qin”, volume 2 of the records on
the state of Qin). Not only could people rely on contemptible
means to deceive one person on one occasion or in one war,
some also conspired to usurp the whole state. For instance,
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Lu Buwei planed to seize the state of Qin, Li Yuan carefully
and successfully arranged the bastard of his younger sister
and Lord Chunshen to take over the throne of the state of
Chu. Such cattiness was disgustingly infamous. In this
aspect, Records on the Warring States Period also exerted
negative influence on some sly petty men. So, for the stories
and figures kept in Records on the Warring States Period we
need to take an objective attitude.

Besides, many fables and metaphors, such as “adding

feet while drawing a snake”, “the fox’s resorting to the
boldness of a tiger”, “an extremely frightened bird that was
caught by an arrow before”, “heading south in the hope of

reaching the destination in the north”, and “the fight between
a snipe and a clam”,etc. , that were kept in Records on the
Warring States Period become frequently quoted sources
generations after generations. Records on the Warring States
Period s success in narrating stories and portraying figures
also exerts positive influences on successive works of
literature. From Han to Song Dynasties, many writers such
as Jia Yi, Chao Cuo, Sima Qian, Su Xun, Su Shi and Su Zhe
etc. , used it for reference. Many rhetorical devices and
genres used in Records on the Warring States Period have
also been adopted by some fu works in the Han Dynasty.
My translation of Records on the Warring States Period
will soon be printed, I want to express my sincere thanks to
Prof. Chu Zuwu and Prof. Liang Liangxing for proofreading
my Chinese and English version respectively. [ thank them
for taking their extremely valuable time to read and correct it
and give me useful suggestions. As a young scholar interested
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in culture exchange, I am not well versed in every aspect in
ancient language and culture, so, there must be some
mistakes in my translation, I sincerely wish that experts in
this field will not hesitate to criticize and correct my work
whenever they read it. My special thanks go to Adrian
Parsons. Mr. Parsons, a British Australian scholar very
much fond of Chinese culture, is my mentor and good friend;
we have known each other for many years and built up deep
friendship. Without him, the publishing of this translation
would be impossible. Here, I want to send him my deepest
thanks and best wishes, and I anticipate that our friendship

will come down, just like this translation.

Dr. Zhai Jiangyue
Dec. 12, 2007
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Book 1
On East Zhou

The Troops of Qin Surrounded East Zhou for the Nine
Cauldrons

In order to obtain the Nine Cauldrons, the troops of the
state of Qin surrounded the state of East Zhou. The
sovereign of East Zhou was worried about this and he told
Yan Shuai. Yan Shuai said, “Your Majesty, please do not
worry about it. Please allow me to go to the east to the state
of Qi to ask for help. ” Yan Shuai arrived in Qi and told the
king of Qi, “The state of Qin is very unrighteous. In order to
obtain the Nine Cauldrons, it plans to dispatch troops to
surround East Zhou. Both His Majesty and we court officials
think that we would rather give the cauldrons to Your
Majesty instead of presenting them to Qin. By helping an
endangered state to survive, you will obtain a high
reputation. By obtaining the Nine Cauldrons, you can gain
the most precious treasures. [ hope that Your Majesty will
think it over. ” The king of Qi was very happy, so he sent
Chen Chensi to lead five hundred thousand soldiers to rescue
East Zhou. The troops of Qin retreated.

Later, because the state of Qi would ask for the Nine
Cauldrons, the sovereign of East Zhou became worried again.
Yan Shuai said, “Your Majesty, please do not worry. I am

going to the ecast to settle this problem. ” Yan Shuai arrived in
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Qi and told the king, “Due to the righteous military action of
your state, the lives of both our sovereign and court officials,
both fathers and sons were saved. We want to present the
Nine Cauldrons to Your Majesty, but do not know which road
you are going to take to transport the cauldrons. ” The king of
Qi said, “I am going to transport them through the state of
Liang. ” Yan Shuai said, “No, you should not do that. Both
the sovereign and court offcials of Liang want to possess the
Nine Cauldrons, and they have planned to obtain them both
under the platform of Hui Tai and at Shao Hai for a long
time. If the cauldrons are carried to Liang, I am sure that
they will not be carried out of that state. ” The king of Qi
said, “Then I am going to transport the cauldrons through
the state of Chu. ” Yan Shuai said, “No, you should not do
that. Both the sovereign and court officials of Chu want to
own the Nine Cauldrons. They have planned to gain them for
a long time in Yeting. If the cauldrons are taken to Chu, I am
sure that they won’t be brought out of that state. ” The king
said, “Which road shall I take then to transport the cauldrons
to Qi?” Yan Shuai said, “Well, we are worrying about that
for your sake. As for those cauldrons, we cannot bring them
here by hand or in the arms like carrying a vinegar pot or a
sauce jar, and they cannot reach Qi as quickly as flying birds
and crows, or running hares and horses. Formerly, the
troops of the Zhou Dynasty attacked the Shang Dynasty and
obtained the Nine Cauldrons. When transporting them,
ninety thousand people were needed to carry each of them, so

eight hundred and ten thousand people were used to transport
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the cauldrons. Moreover, an equal number of soldiers were
needed to carry utensils such as weapons, clothes and serve
as reinforcements. Even though Your Majesty might also
have as many people to transport them, which road are you
going to take? Iworry about this very much for your sake. ”
The king of Qi said, “You have come here several times but
still do not want to give me the cauldrons. ” Yan Shuai said,
“We dare not cheat you. Please make a decision to choose the
right road to transport the cauldrons. We are going to present

them to you as soon as we receive your order. ” The king of

Qi then gave up the cauldrons.
The Troops of Qin Attacked Yiyang

The troops of the state of Qin were attacking Yiyang.
The sovereign of the state of East Zhou asked Zhao Lei,
“What do you think the result will be?” Zhao Lei replied,
“Yiyang will definitely be defeated.” The sovereign said,
"The city of Yiyang is about eight square Li in size. It has one
hundred thousand trained warriors, and its store of grain can
last it for several years. Gong Zhong has two hundred
thousand soldiers. Moreover, if Jing Cui leads the troops of
Chu to be stationed at the foot of the mountain to rescue
Yiyang, Qin will not succeed.” Zhao Lei said, “Qin is not
Gan Mao’s native stateCGan Mao is the general of Qin). If he
can make contribution by defeating Yiyang, he will be as
meritorious as Duke Zhou Dan. If he cannot defeat it, he will

leave Qin. The king of Qin has made up his mind to attack
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Yiyang despite the opposition of his court officials and the
elders. If the troops of Qin cannot occupy Yiyang» the king of
Qin will be extremely ashamed. So I said that Yiyang would
definitely be defeated. ” The sovereign of East Zhou asked
him, “Would you please give me some instructions on this
situation?” Zhao Lei replied, “ Your Majesty can send a
messenger to tell Jing Cui,‘Your title is as honourable as Zhi
Gui (referring to a great honour of carrying a Gui, a piece of
jade, to the court) and your position is as high as Zhu Guo
(referring to the title of the highest-ranking official of the
state of Chu). If you win the war and defeat Yiyang, you will
not obtain more honour and your position won ’t be any
higher. However, if you lose the war, you will definitely be
executed. Why not act against the state of Qin and help
Yiyang? Then, after you deploy your troops, Qin will fear
that you might attack them, so it will certainly present some
treasures to you. Gong Zhong will be grateful to you since
you are there to help his state, so he will certainly present
some treasures to you as well. *”

After Qin defeated Yiyang, Jing Cui dispatched his
troops to rescue Yiyang as expected. The state of Qin was
terrified, so it presented Zhuzao to Jing Cui, and the state of
Han also presented him some very valuable treasures. Thus,
Jing Cui obtained land from Qin and gained precious treasures

from Han, so he was very grateful to the state of East Zhou.
East Zhou and West Zhou Were Engaged in a War

The states of East Zhou and West Zhou were engaged in
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a war. The state of Han wanted to help West Zhou in fighting
East Zhou. Somebody went to persuade the king of Han on
behalf of East Zhou. He said, “West Zhou used to be the
capital city of the Son of Heaven, so it possesses innumerable
famous utensils and precious treasures. Your Majesty, if you
don’t dispatch your troops to help West Zhou, East Zhou will
be very grateful to you. Moreover, you can obtain all the

famous utensils and precious treasures of West Zhou. ”
East Zhou and West Zhou Were Engaged in a Conflict

The states of East Zhou and West Zhou were engaged in
a conflict. West Zhou wanted to ally itself to the state of Chu
and the state of Han. Qi Ming discussed this matter with the
sovereign of East Zhou. He said, “1 am afraid that West
Zhou might present some treasures to Chu and Han, and then
ask these two states to demand some of our territory for
them. We’d better send a messenger to Chu and Han and tell
their sovereigns as follows: ‘Even though West Zhou may
present some treasures to you, it has not yet made up its
mind to do so. Now if the troops of East Zhou do not launch
military operations against West Zhou, West Zhou will not
present you with its treasures. So if you both want to obtain
the treasures, you’d better urge our state to attack West
Zhou immediately. ° Thus, even though West Zhou may
present its treasures to Chu and Han, these two states will be

grateful to us, and West Zhou will be weakened. ”
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East Zhou Wanted to Grow Rice

The state of East Zhou wanted to grow rice, but the
state of West Zhou dammed the water, so it could not flow to
East Zhou. East Zhou worried about this. Mr. Su told the
sovereign of East Zhou, “Your Majesty, would you please
send me on a diplomatic mission to West Zhou so that I can
ask them to break the dam and let the water flow into our
territory?” So Su went to visit the sovereign of West Zhou
and said, “Your Majesty, your plan is totally wrong! Now if
you do not let the water flow to East Zhou, you will enrich
East Zhou. Nowadays, the people of East Zhou sow wheat,
and they don 't grow any other crops. If you are going to
cause damage to them, the best choice is to break the dam to
inundate their wheat crops. Thus the people there will
definitely plant rice. And then you can plunder their rice
harvest. Therefore, the people of East Zhou will rely on you
and will be ready to carry out your orders at any time. ” The
sovereign of West Zhou said, “Very good!” So he ordered
that the water be allowed to flow to East Zhou. As a result,

Su obtained remuneration from both states.
Zhao Xian Was in Yangdi

Zhao Xian was in Yangdi. The sovereign of the state of
East Zhou was to send the prime minister to visit Zhao Xian.

However, the prime minister didn’t want to go. Su Li went
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to see the sovereign of East Zhou on the prime minister’s
behalf. He said, “When the king of Chu and the king of Wei
were having a meeting, you sent Chen Feng to Chu and Mr.
Xiang to Wei. When the king of Chu and the king of Han
were having a meeting, you sent Mr. Xu to Chu and Mr.
Xiang to Han. Now Zhao Xian is not a sovereign, but you are
going to send our prime minister to visit him. Suppose Zhao
Xian’s sovereign was in Yang Di, whom would Your Majesty
send to visit him? ” The sovereign of East Zhou said, “I see. ”

So he gave up his plan.

'The Troops of Qin Wanted to March Through East Zhou to
Attack Han

The troops of the state of Qin wanted to march through
the state of East Zhou to attack the state of Han. East Zhou
was faced with a dilemma: if it allows the troops of Qin to
march through its territory, it might offend Han; if it does
not allow Qin to do so, it might offend Qin. Shi Yan told the
sovereign of East Zhou, “ Your Majesty, why not send
somebody to take a message to the sovereign of Han as
follows: ‘The reason that the troops of Qin dare to cross East
Zhou’s border to attack Han lies in their trust in East Zhou.
Your Majesty, why not give East Zhou some land, and then
ask it to send an important court official on a diplomatic
mission to the state of Chu? Thus Qin will doubt East Zhou’s
loyalty and will not trust it any more. Therefore, its troops

£}

will not attack Han. Then send another messenger to tell

15
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the king of Qin, ‘In order to make Your Majesty doubt our
loyalty to you, the state of Han forces us to accept its land,
and we dare not refuse it. > Thus Qin will not find a way to
stop us from accepting the land. As a result, we can obtain

”

land from Han and won’t offend Qin at the same time.
C(hu Attacked Yong Shi

The troops of the state of Chu attacked Yong Shi. The
state of East Zhou sent some grain to the states of Qin and
Han. The king of Chu was very angry because of this, and
the sovereign of East Zhou worried a lot about it. Someone
consulted the king of Chu on behalf of the sovereign of East
Zhou. The man said, “Because Your Majesty is powerful, if
you are angry with East Zhou, its sovereign will be terrified,
and then he will unite all the states he has supported with
grain to act against you. Thus you will facilitate your enemy.
So, you’d better remove East Zhou’s fear as soon as possible.
It has offended you, if you forgive it, it will be very good to

2

you and ready to do anything for you.
Zhou Ju’s Advice to Iu Li

Zhou Ju told Lii Li, “Why not rely on the military
strength of the state of Qin to attack the state of Qi? Please
let me ask Qi to appoint you as its prime minister. Then you
can serve Qin depending on Qi and will no longer need to

worry about anything. Then you can send me to the state of

17
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Wei, and we can serve Qin together. Thus the whole world
will be under your firm control. As a result, you will be both
very powerful in Qi in the east and very honourable inQin in
the west. If Qin and Qi can get on well with each other,you

”

will enjoy great power for the rest of your life.
Lii Gang Introduced a Guest to His Sovereign

Lii Gang, the prime minister of the state of East Zhou,
introduced a guest to his sovereign. Gongshi Ji, the former
prime minister, was afraid that the guest might speak ill of
him in front of the sovereign, so he sent someone to inform
the sovereign, “The guest is a persuasive talker. However,
you cannot employ him in the government for he likes to

2

defame others.
Lord Wen Wanted to Fire Gongshi Ji

Lord Wen, the sovereign of the state of East Zhou,
dismissed Gongshi Ji and appointed Lii Gang to take Gongshi
Jils place as prime minister. The people were not happy with
this decision,so the sovereign was worried.

Someone told Lord Wen, “ Whatever undertaking a
sovereign takes, there must be some pecople to praise it and
others to reproach it. Loyal court officials shoulder the blame
themselves and leave all the praises to the sovereign. Duke
Ping of the state of Song forced the people to build a platform

for him during the busy season. The people blamed him for
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it. That happened because there was no loyal court official to
shoulder the blame for him. Therefore, Zi Han gave up his
position as prime minister and became Si Kong (the chief
official in charge of supervising large-scale constructions in
ancient China). As a result, the people blamed Zi Han but
eulogized the sovereign. Duke Huan of the state of Qi set up
seven markets inside his palace and moved seven hundred
female singers there. People all over the state condemned
Duke Huan for it. So Guan Zhong married three women with
different surnames to cover up Duke Huan’s error. Didn’t he
try to attract the people’s blame to himself on purpose? The
Spring and Autumn Annals keeps hundreds of records of
court officials having murdered their sovereigns. In all those
cases, the court officials were praised by the people (while
the sovereigns were condemned). Hence, it is not a good
thing for the state that high-ranking court officials are praised
by the people. So, if many ordinary people unite together,
they can build up a great power; if earth piles continuously, a
mountain will come into being. ” So the sovereign didn ’t

dismiss Gongshi Ji from office.

A Mhan from Wen Went to Zhou

A person from the area of Wen went to the state of East
Zhou. However, East Zhou would not let him enter the

2

state. The man said immediately, “I am a native. People
asked him in which street he lived, but he didn’t know. So

the officer in charge tied him up.
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The sovereign of East Zhou sent a person to ask him,
“You are not from my state, East Zhou. However, you claim
that you are from Zhou. Why?” The man replied, “When I
was young, I studied Shiji?ig. A poem from it says, “All the
lands under the sky belong to the King. All the people living
on these lands are subjects of the King. * Now the sovereign
of East Zhou is the ruler of people all over the world, then I
am a subject of the Son of Heaven. So, how could you regard
me as a guest? Therefore, I say that I am a native. ” The

sovereign then ordered the officer to set him free.

Someone Talked with Jin Ton on Behalf of Zhou Ju

Someone talked with Jin Tou on behalf of Zhou Ju. He
said, “Because Zhou Ju has escaped to the state of Qi, the
state of Qin suspects that other states are associating with
each other to conspire against it. It also knows that it is
difficult to make the states of Zhao and Qi become involved in
warfare. Qin fears that the states of Qi and Zhao might build
up an alliance, so it will try to establish diplomatic relations
with Qi first. If the states of Qin and Qi unite with each
other, your state, Zhao, will become ruined. You’d better
win over Qi and assist Qin to attack the states of Han and
Wei. Then Shangdang and Zhangzi will belong to Zhao.
Hence, you can obtain precious treasures from Qin in the
west, gain some land from Han in the south and take occasion
to weaken Wei at the same time. As a result, you can impose

your influence in the east and establish a firm relationship
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with Qi. ”
Zhou Ju Had a Talk with Jin Tou

Zhou Ju had a talk with Jin Tou. He said, “Now you
have cut off your tie with the state of Qin and launched
military action against the powerful state of Qi. If you can
win the war, Qin will unite with Qi, manage to control Qi’s
territory and therefore won’t let it cede much land to you,
hut let other states attack you. If you lose the war, the power
of your state will be badly damaged. Therefore, you will have
to follow Qin > s orders. As a result, Qin will take over
Shangdang from the states of Han and Wei, and all those
areas west of Dayuan will be in the possession of Qin. Thus
Qin will control half of the world’s territory and therefore be
able to manipulate the states of Qi, Chu, Zhao, Wei and
Han. Not only will your state be ruined, but you yourself

will be in danger. What a strategy you are taking!”
You Xing Qin Had a Talk with Da Liang Za0

You Xing Qin (You Xing used to be the title of a kind of
high-ranking court official in the state of Qin) had a talk with
Da Liang Zao (Da Liang Zao used to be the title of a kind of
high-ranking court official in the state of Qin). He said, “To
make our sovereign become a Lord-protector or a King,
you’d better win over all the eloquent speakers and wise

scholars of both the states of East Zhou and West Zhou. ” He
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then told the sovereign of East Zhou, “It would be better to
send eloquent speakers and wise scholars to the state of Qin

£

to strive for its support for you.
Someone Had a Talk with Lord Mengchang

Someone had a talk with Lord Mengchang. He said,
“Even a person like Zhou Ju was dismissed from office by the
king of the state of Qi. The king took Zhu Fu’s advice to
appoint Lti Li to be prime minister because he was planning to
hook in the state of Qin. If the states of Qin and Qi establish
good relationship with each other, Zhu Fu and Lti Li will
become extremely powerful, and then Qin will look down
upon you. It would be better if you send troops northwards to
urge the state of Zhao to unite with the states of Qin and
Wei. You could also buy off Zhou Ju and use him as your own
backup. As a result, Qin will break the agreement signed
with Qi and stop other states from establishing diplomatic
relations with Qi. If Qi loses the support of Qin, other states
will conspire against it too. Accordingly, Zhu Fu will be sent
away. Except you, whom can the king of Qi use to administer

his state?”
The King of the State of Qi Trusted Zhu Fu

The king of the state of Qi trusted Zhu Fu and estranged
Zhou Ju. Someone told the king, “The reason why you have

sent away Zhou Ju, trusted and employed Zhu Fu, and
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appointed Lti Li to be prime minister lies in the fact that you
want to establish strong relations with the state of Qin. If
Qin takes control of the world, it will definitely focus on
attacking Qi. If Qi unites with Qin, the state of Zhao will
fear that it will be attacked by the allied forces of these two
states. So it will send troops to attack Qi immediately to
show its attitude towards Qin. Whether Qin manipulates
Zhao to attack Qi, or manipulates Qi to attack Zhao, the
result will be the same; we will no longer be able to keep our
state safe. Hence, trusting and appointing Zhu Fu will

facilitate QinLs gaining the whole world. ”

Su Li Had a Talk with Su Qin on Behalf of Zhou Ju

Su Li had a talk with Su Qin on behalf of Zhou Ju. He
said, “You’d better tell the king of the state of Zhao to take
Zhou Ju’s advice to cede some land to the state of Wei. Thus
the state of Zhao will be very angry and will ally with Qi. So
it will be you that establish alliance with the powerful Chu by
allying with Qi. If you take occasion to urge the king to take
Zhou Ju’s advice, you will be the one safeguarding the state
of Qi, and Zhou Ju will be the one ceding land to another

£

state.

Someone Had a Talk with Zhou Ju Regarding Appointing
Qiu He to be Prime Minister of Song

Someone had a talk with Zhou Ju. He said, “The reason
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why Qiu He has accepted the position as prime minister of the
state of Song lies in the fact that he wants to observe the state
of Qin/s reaction to the states of Song and Zhao to see
whether or not Qin will be able to support them to defeat the
three states of Han, Wei and Qi. If these three states cannot
be defeated, he will encourage Zhao and Song to unite with
these three ecastern states and then isolate Qin. He will also
observe the relationship among these three states. If it is not
well established and is unstable, he will persuade Song to
defeat these three states. If the relationship is well
established and firm enough, he will betray Zhao and Song to
these three states. You can send a messenger to inform the
sovereigns of both Han and Wei as follows; ‘Do you want the
states of Qin and Zhao to betray each other? If you do, why
not appoint Zhou Ju to be prime minister of both of your
states to show that the states of Han and Wei are very close
and inseparable? Then Qin and Zhao will betray each other
and vie with each other to establish good relations with

you.
Someone Had a Talk with Wei’s King on Zhou Ju’s Behalf

Someone had a talk with the king of the state of Wei on
Zhou Ju’s behalf. He said, “The state of Qin knows that it is
very difficult to make the states of Zhao and Qi engage in
war. It is also afraid that Qi and Zhao might unite with each
other to act against it. So, Qin will strengthen Zhao secretly.

Zhao dares not launch military action against Qi because it

V5
31
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worries that Qin might not really support it. So it focuses on
establishing good relations with Qi first. If Qin and Zhao vie
with each other to ally with Qi, you will be isolated. You
should stop that from happening at all costs. You’d better
send Zhou Ju to Qi to win it over. It would be better if you
take occasion to ally with Qi rather than taking immediate

2

military action against it.

Soneone Had a Talk with Zhou Ju Regarding Wei ’ s
King’s Entrusting Zhou Ju with Government Affairs

Someone told Zhou Ju, “The reason why the king of the
state of Wei has entrusted you with government affairs lies in
the fact that he wants you to establish good relations with the

>

state of Qin and win over Qin ’s support for attacking the
state of Qi. Lord Mengchang has betrayed his former
sovereign, left his fief, Xue, in oblivion and paid no attention
to the tombs of his ancestors. However, you are engaged in
advocating plain honesty, behavouring yourself decently,
manifesting the order between a sovereign and his court
officials, and adhering to fixed rules of your former
sovereign. So you are against attacking the state of Qi. Thus
you will irritate the powerful state of Qin. You shouldn’t do
that at all. You’d better send a message to the king of Wei
and Lord Mengchang as follows; ‘Please send me to Qi on a
diplomatic mission on behalf of Your Majesty to stop other

states in the world from attacking Qi. If Qin invades Qi,

please let me rescue Qi for Wei. If Qin doesn’t invade Qi,
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you can lead the troops of Wei to attack Qi. In addition, I
used to be a subject of Qi. If Your Majesty’s relations with
other states are threatened because of me, I won’t let that
happen. You have treated me very well. If I go to Qi, I can
prevent you from suffering any trouble that might be caused

by the state of Qi. *”
Zhao Oecupied East Zhou’s Land Used for Holding Sacrifices

The state of Zhao occupied the state of East Zhou’s land
used for holding sacrifices. The sovereign of East Zhou
worried about this very much and he told Zheng Chao. Zheng
Chao said, “Please don’t worry about it, Your Majesty.
Please allow me to take the land back at the cost of thirty jin
of gold. ” The sovereign of East Zhou agreed. Zheng Chao
presented the gold to the minister in charge of augury of the
state of Zhao, and also told the minister about the land used
for holding sacrifices. After some time, the sovereign of Zhao
felt sick and ordered the minister in charge of augury to
divine. The minister told him, “The spirit of East Zhou’s
land used for holding sacrifice is haunting you. ” As a result,

the state of Zhao returned that land to East Zhou.

Du He Wanted East Zhou to Appoint Jing Cui to a
Powerful Position

Du He wanted the state of East Zhou to appoint Jing Cui

to a powerful position. So he told the sovereign of East Zhou,
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“Your Majesty, since our territory is quite small, if you want
to present all your treasures, pearls and precious jade to the
sovereigns of other states, you must do that very carefully. It
is just like catching birds with a net. If you put the net at a
place where there is no bird at all, you will not catch even one
bird during a whole day. If you put the net at a place where
there are too many birds, the birds will be scared and fly
away. You must put the net at the right place where the
number of birds is not too large nor too small. Then you will
catch a lot of birds. Now if you present treasures to powerful
and influential people, these people will look down upon you.
If you present treasures to powerless people, they can’t help
you in return in any way. So it is a waste of money. You
must present them to the poor scholars even though they are
not powerful and influential for the time being. Only by doing

”

so will you obtain whatever you want.
Crown Prince Gong of West Zhou Died

Crown Prince Gong, the son of Duke Wu of the state of
West Zhou, died. Duke Wu had five sons born by his
concubines and he loved all of them. However, there was no
prince born by his legitimate wife'to be appointed to be the
new crown prince. Sima Jian told the king of the state of
Chu, “Why not present some land to Childe Jiu and ask Duke
Wu to appoint him to be the new crown prince?” Zuo Cheng
warned Sima Jian, “If the sovereign of West Zhou doesn’t

take your advice, your stratagem will be frustrated and our
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relationship with West Zhou will also soon be cut off. It
would be better if you tell the sovereign of West Zhou, ‘Who
are you going to appoint to be the new cro\vn prince? Please
tell me secretly so that I can ask the king of Chu to present
some land to him to support him. >”

Childe Jiu wanted to be the new crown prince. So he sent
a person to inform Mr Zhan, the carriage-driver of the prime
minister, and Qiangfu Kong (Qiangfu is the title of a kind of
low-ranking official. Kong is the name of that official) , “It
seems that His Majesty is going to ask you two to assist
Childe Jiu. Childe Jiu is a very stong person. If he is only
treated as an ordinary prince, there might be some threat to
the prime minister. ” Then the prime minister asked for Duke
Wu’s permission to appoint Childe Jiu to be the new crown

prince.

Three States Obstructed Qin

Three states— the states of Han, Zhao and Wei—
obstructed the state of Qin from expanding eastward and the
sovereign of the state of East Zhou ordered his prime minister
to pay a visit to Qin. However, the prime minister thought
that he might be looked down upon by Qin, so he did not go
there. Someone told the prime minister, “We don’t know
whether you will be welcomed or belittled by the state of Qin.
Qin wants to know the situation of these three states. So
you’d better go to see the sovereign of Qin and tell him,

‘Your Majesty, please allow me to collect information on

o),
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these eastern states. ° Thus, Qin will definitely attach
importance to you. As a result, East Zhou will gain the
recognition of other states because of you. The reason why
East Zhou gains the recognition of other states is that it has
won over the state of Qin. East Zhou is held in high esteem
because it is very close to the state of Qi after winning its
support. In this way, we can maintain friendly relations with

29

those powerful states.

Chang Tuo Escaped from West Zhou

Chang Tuo escaped from the state of West Zhou and
went to the state of East Zhou. He divulged all the
information about West Zhou to the sovereign of East Zhou.
The sovereign of East Zhou was very happy while the
sovereign of West Zhou was very angry. Feng Ju told the
sovereign of West Zhou, “I can kill Chang Tuo." The
sovereign then gave him thirty jin of gold. Feng Ju sent a spy
to East Zhou with the gold and a letter. The letter said,
“Chang Tuo, if you can succeed in taking action (against East
Zhou), please try your best to do so. If you cannot, please
return immediately. Return immediately! Our secret will be
discovered if the plot drags on for too long a time, and as a
result, you might lose your life.” Then he sent another
messenger to inform East Zhou ’ s officer in charge of
inspection ,“A spy will enter your state tonight. ” The officer
in charge of inspection caught the spy and handed him up to

the sovereign of East Zhou. Then the sovereign of East Zhou

03:
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beheaded Chang Tuo.
Zhao Jian Was Antagonistic Towards East Zhou

Zhao Jian was antagonistic towards the state of East
Zhou. A man told Zhao Jian, “I have hatched a marvelous
secret stratagem for you. ” Zhao Jian asked, “What kind of
stratagem is it?”“Well, the state of West Zhou abhorred East
Zhou very much. So it once attempted to make the
relationship between the states of East Zhou and Chu
deteriorate. West Zhou will definitely send an assassin to
murder you and then claim that the murder was committed by
East Zhou to make the king of Chu hate East Zhou. ” Zhao
Jian said, “T agree with you. But Iam afraid that East Zhou
might also send someone to murder me and then lay the sin at
West Zhou’s door to make the king of Chu become hostile
towards West Zhou. ” So he reconciled with East Zhou right

away.
Yan Sui Assassinated Han Kui

Yan Sui assassinated Han Gui, the prime minister of the
state of Han. Yang Jian participated in the assassination. He
escaped and entered the state of East Zhou. The sovereign of
East Zhou kept him for fourteen days and then sent him away
with a carriage pulled by four horses. The state of Han sent
someone to condemn East Zhou for it. The sovereign of East

Zhou was worried about that. A guest suggested to the
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sovereign, “Tell the emissary directly, ‘1 know that Yang
Jian has conspired with Yan Sui to assassinate your prime
minister, so I have detained him for fourteen days,waiting for
your order. However, my state is too small and therefore was
incapable of detaining the murderer for a longer time. Since
His Majesty’s messenger didn’t come, [ had to send Yang

s 9

Jian away.
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Book 2
On West Zhou

The Lord of Xue Manipulated the Power of the State of (J
to Help Han and Wi to Attack Chu

The lord of Xue, also known as Lord Mengchang,
manipulated the power of the state of Qi to help the states of
Han and Wei to attack the state of Chu. Then he united with
Han and Wei to attack the state of Qin but asked for
reinforcements and supplies from the state of West Zhou.
Han Qing had a talk with the lord of Xue on West Zhou’s
behalf. He said, “You have helped the states of Han and Wei
to attack the state of Chu relying on the strength of the state
of Qi. Within five years, you have seized the areas north of
Wan and Ye to strengthen Han and Wei. Now you are
planning to attack the state of Qin to further benefit these
two states. Accordingly, Han and Wei will be free from
threats posed by Chu in the south and trouble caused by Qin
in the west. Moreover, their territory will be enlarged and
they will gain great benefit. As a result, the state of Qi will
be looked down wupon by other states. Essentials and
nonessentials might take turns to prosper. Emptiness and
fullness alternate according to a fixed rule. Ipersonally think
it is too dangerous for you to do that. You’d better make our
state unite with Qin secretly. Please neither attack Qin nor

ask for reinforcements and provender from West Zhou. You
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can order your troops to approach the pass of Hangu Valley
but don’t launch military action against it. Then please allow
our state to express your intention to the king of of Qin as
follows: 6The lord of Xue will definitely not attack and defeat
Qin to strengthen the states of Han and Wei. The reason why
he has sent his troops there lies in the fact that he wants Your
Majesty to make the state of Chu cede its eastern land to the
state of Qi. > So the king of Qin will set the king of Chu free
(at that time, Chu’s king was being held captive by Qin) and
make peace with Chu. If you allow our state to benefit Qin
this way, Qin can avoid being defeated by ceding the ecastern
land of Chu to Qi. Certainly it will agree to do that.
Moreover, if the king of Chu is set free, he will be very
grateful to you. Hence, Qi can obtain Chu’s eastern land and
become stronger and more powerful. Your fief, Xue, will
also be free from trouble in the future. Qin is located west of
the states of Han, Zhao and Wei. If Qin isn’t dramatically
weakened, these three states will attach importance to the
state of Qi. ”

The lord of Xue said, “Good idea. ” He then sent Han
Qing to the state of Qin, stopped the three allied states from
attacking Qin and gave up the plan to ask for reinforcements

and supplies from West Zhou.

The Troops of Qin Defeated Xi Wu’s Troops of Wei at
Yique

The troops of the state of Qin defeated the troops of the
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state of Wei which were commanded by General Xi Wu at
Yique. Then the troops of Qin approached West Zhou.
Someone went to advise Li Dui on behalf of Zhou Zui. He
said, “You’d better stop the troops of Qin from attacking
West Zhou. Nothing is more advantageous for the state of
Zhao than making the states of Qin and Wei fight with each
other again. If the troops of Qin win the war against West
Zhou, their casualties must be heavy. If Qin wants to take
advantage of West Zhou, its troops will definitely not launch
military operations against Wei. If Qin cannot win the war
against West Zhou, it will not attack Wei due to the fatigue
suffered by the officers and men during the previous military
compaign against Wei and the afterward defeat in attacking
West Zhou. Now you can take this opportunity to stop the
war against West Zhou, and no armistice has yet been reached
between Qin and Wei. With its power, Zhao can ask Qin to
stop attacking West Zhou, and Qin dare not act against
Zhao’s will. Thus you can stop the troops of Qin and protect
West Zhou. If the troops of Qin leave West Zhou, they will
definitely attack Wei again. If Wei cannot resist them, it will
resort to you to make peace with Qin. As a result, you will
be honoured and become influential and powerful. If Wei does
not surrender and goes to great lengths to fight the troops of
Qin, you can also protect West Zhou by putting Qin and Wei
into war again. As a result, Zhao will take control over the

tn)

whole world.
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Qin Sent Chu Liji to West Zhou with One Hundred Chariots

The state of Qin sent Chu Liji to the state of West Zhou
with one hundred chariots. West Zhou’s sovereign sent one
hundred soldiers to welcome him, which showed the
sovereign’s great respect to him. King Huai, the soverecign of
the state of Chu, was very angry and condemned West Zhou’s
sovereign for paying too much attention to the guest from
Qin.

You Teng told King Huai, “Previously, when Count Zhi
was going to attack the state of Qiu You, he sent Qiu You a
huge bell and the bell was carried to Qiu You by an extremely
wide cart,with the troops of the count following. The troops
of the count attacked Qiu You and occupied it. The state of
Qiu You was defeated because its sovereign was not prepared
for the war at all. When Duke Huan of the state of Qi
planned to attack the state of Cai, he pretended to attack the
state of Chu,but in fact he launched a war against Cai. As for
the state of Qin, it is as covetous and rapacious as wolf and
tiger. It has schemed to occupy West Zhou for a long time.
Now it sent Chu Liji to lead one hundred chariots to West
Zhou. The sovereign of West Zhou is worried about this. He
learns from the lessons of Cai and Qiu You, so he has sent his
troops to go in advance of Chu Liji and also arranged for
marksmen to follow and keep highly alert. Ostensibly they’ve
been sent there to ensure the safety of Chu, but in fact they
are there to besiege him. Doesn’t the sovereign of West Zhou

love his state? He is afraid that he might lose his state some



54

o a1

m £& TME®-5K T . jgssz."stt. "*"Bym™m x

“TAE,SAi#W @ njfo0

KAA WU . NI~ Il o gZ$*SBBJ&Zi+£o ~J E @ ]I XK

14-111]
&IMULi** #9ihi& fliL*:fc¥4#L*o0 525®KTSATN.42Ne,
AN-i/FTS'Ao Alifeih#® ~i6j A X

JEA.

A®*7T JIXA-46"""B8XK" "1+X.7,,
A Vit AMILAM-t/f M ® M 1 d. ££jL# A 7 0 BBXK*i'Jit >h«

K. -AAAM I IIX ith ®

»a
» t



day and accordingly cause problems to Your Majesty. ” The

king of Chu was satisified after hearing these words.
The War in Yong Shi

During the war in Yong Shi, the state of Han asked for
armour, weapons and army provisions from the state of West
Zhou. West Zhou’s sovereign worried about this and told Su
Dai. Su Dai said, “Your Majesty, why do you worry about
that? I can not only stop Han from asking for armour,
weapons and army provisions from you, but can obtain its
Gaodu for you. ” The sovereign was very happy and promised
him, “If you really can do this for me, Iwill ask you to
administer government affairs for me. ”

Su Dai then went to see Gong Zhong, the prime minister
of Han, and told him, “Haven’t you heard about the scheme
of the state of Chu, Sire? Zhao Ying once told the king of
Chu, “Han’s officers and men are all very exhausted, and
they are running out of provisions. So they can hardly defend
their city. If we take occasion to attack them, we can surely
occupy the city within a month. > Now the troops of Chu have
not yet occupied Yong Shi five months after laying siege to it.
So the state of Chu finds itself in a dilemma. And the king of
Chu begins to doubt Zhao Ying’s tactics. However, you are
going to ask for armour, weapons and army provisions from
West Zhou, which will inform Chu that Han is in a serious
situation. When Zhao Ying hears this, he will definitely

pursuade the king of Chu to send more troops to attack Yong
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Shi. As a result, Yong Shi will surely be occupied. ” Gong
Zhong said, “I see,but my messenger has already been on his
way to West Zhou. ” Su Dai suggested, “Why not give Gaodu
to West Zhou , Sire?” Gong Zhong was very angry and said,
“l won’t ask for armour, weapons and army provisions from
West Zhou. Isn’t that enough? Why should I give it Gaodu?”
Su Dai said, “If you give it Gaodu, you can win over West
Zhou. When the state of Qin hears that, it will become
angry, burn its agreement with West Zhou and necall its
diplomats. Thus you can win the whole-hearted support of
West Zhou at the cost of the useless Gaodu. Why not give it
to West Zhou then?” Gong Zhong said, “Good idea!" He
then stopped asking for armour, weapons and army
provisions from West Zhou, and presented Gaodu to West
Zhou. Finally, the troops of Chu could not occupy Yong Shi

and retreated.
'The Sovereign of West Zhou Visited Qin

The sovereign of the state of West Zhou paid a visit to
the state of Qin. Someone told Zhou Ju, “You’d better praise
the filial piety of Qin’s king and take occasion to offer Yuan
to the queen mother as her fief (which means that she can
collect taxes and various produce from that area). Thus both
the king and the queen mother will be very happy. As a
result, you will establish good relations with Qin. If the
relationship between these two states is good, the sovereign

of West Zhou will credit it to you. If not, the one who has
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persuaded the soverecign of West Zhou to visit Qin will take

2

the responsibility.
Su Li’s Advice to West Zhou’s Sovereign

Su Li told the sovereign of the state of West Zhou,
“Defeating the states of Han and Wei, beheading Xi Wu,
attacking the state of Zhao and occupying such places as Lin,
Lishi and Qi are all Bai Qi ’s achievements. He is good at
taking military action and is supported by the will of Heaven.
Now he is going to attack the capital of the state of Liang.
Liang will surely be occupied, which will pose a great danger
to West Zhou. Your Majesty, you’d better prevent Bai Qi
from attacking Liang. You can send a messenger to see him
and give him the following advice; ‘Once there was a person
called Yang Youji in the state of Chu. He was good at archery
and could hit willow leaves one hundred paces off, missing no
target. All the people around him praised his talent in
archery. A man passed by and said, “You are good at archery
and are almost qualified for being taught archery.” Yang
Youji said,“Everybody praises my talent, but you only said
that I was qualified for being taught archery. Why not try to
shoot the willow leaves instead of me?” The man said,“I can
not teach you the technique of archery. You hit every willow
leaf even though you stand one hundred paces off and never
miss your target. However, you don’t realize that you need a
rest. Thus you will soon become exhausted. As a result, you

will not shoot accurately. Once you miss a target, all your
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previous efforts will go for naught. ” You have defeated Han
and Wei, killed Xi Wu, launched military operations against
Zhao and taken Lin, Lishi and Qi. You have accomplished too
many achievements. Now you are leading the troops of Qin to
leave your state, march through West Zhou, East Zhou and
Han to attack the capital of Liang. If you don’t win the war,
all your previous efforts will go for naught. You’d better

pretend to be ill and not attack Liang. *”

(hu Deployed Its Troops on the Southern Side of Mount
Yique

The state of Chu deployed its troops on the southern side
of Mount Yique. Wu De, the general of Chu, was going to
irritate the state of West Zhou (referring to provoking
warfare between the two states). Somebody told West Zhou’s
sovereign, “Your Majesty, you’d better send the crown
prince to the border with Jun Zheng (army officer in charge of
executing the law) to welcome Wu De, and then go to the
suburbs to meet him yourself. Thus we will make people all
over the world know that Your Majesty respects Wu De very
much. Then we can secretly divulge the following message to
Chu; °The gift prestented to Wu De by West Zhou’s
sovereign must be called “Mou”.’ The king of Chu will
definitely ask Wu De for the treasure. But Wu De cannot

present it to him. As a result, the king will blame Wu De. ”
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(dw Asked for Permiission to Vharch Between the Two Zhous

The state of Chu asked for permission for its troops to
march across the territory between the states of East Zhou
and West Zhou to attack the states of Han and Wei. The
sovereigns of the two Zhous were worried about it. Su Qin
told the sovereigns, “If you clear the way for the troops of
Chu to the Yellow River, Han and Wei will be hostile
towards you. Moreover, the states of Qi and Qin will be
afraid that Chu might be able to seize hold of the Nine
Cauldrons, so they will definitely come to Han and Wei’s
rescue and attack Chu. Thus Chu won’t be able to defend its
north territory of Fangcheng. Then how can it send troops to
march between the two Zhous? If these four states don’'t
mind whether Chu do it or not, even though you don’t want
the troops of Chu to traverse your states, they will clear the

2

way themselves.

Bu Had a Talk with West Zhou’s Sovereign on Behalf of
Zhou Ju

Bu, the minister of justice of the state of West Zhou,had
a talk with West Zhou’s sovereign on behalf of Zhou Ju . He
said, “Your Majesty, you have sent a messenger to inform
the king of the state of Qi that Zhou Ju does not want to be
appointed as crown prince. But I don’t think it is wise to do
so. Previously, Mr Hanye bought a sword of top quality for

Duke Tai of Qi. But the duke didn’t know that it was a sword
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of top quality, so he returned it to Mr. Hanye and took his
money back. A person from the state of Yue realized that it
was an excellent sword, so he offered to pay Mr Hanye one
thousand jin of gold to buy the sword. Mr Hanye thought he
would lose money at that price, so he didn’t sell the sword.
When he was dying, he told his son, 4Make sure that you
make others know that this sword is the best. > Now you are
going to appoint Zhou Ju to be crown prince, but you are the
only one who knows the stipulation, and people all over the
world do not know it. Iam afraid that the king of Qi might
think that you are going to appoint Zhou Guo to be crown
prince but support Zhou Ju ostensibly, and try to cheat Qi by
doing so. People will think that you are crafty and consider
Zhou Ju deceitful. Why not purchase the right item which
everyone believes is of the best quality? No one treats his
parents better than Zhou Ju does. You should let people all

over the world know this. ”
Qin Called in the Sovereign of West Zhou

The king of the state of Qin asked the sovereign of the
state of West Zhou to visit his state. But the sovereign of
West Zhou didn’t want to go there. Someone interceded with
the king of the state of Wei for the sovereign of West Zhou.
He said, “The king of Qin asked the sovereign of West Zhou
to visit his state because he wants the troops of West Zhou to
attack Wei’s Nanyang. Your Majesty, why not dispatch and

station your troops south of the Yellow River? When the
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sovereign of West Zhou hears that, he will use this as an
excuse and refuse to go to Qin. If he doesn’t go to Qin, the
troops of Qin will definitely not dare cross the Yellow River

2

to attack Nanyang.
Xi Wit Was Defeated at Yique

After the troops of the state of Qin defeated the troops
led by General Xi Wu of the state of Wei at Yi Que, they
attacked the state of West Zhou. The sovereign of West Zhou
went to the state of Wei to ask for help. The king of Wei
refused him because of the critical situation in Shangdang.
When the sovereign of West Zhou was on the way back to his
state, he saw the garden of Wei s capital, Liang, and
admired it very much. Qi Wuhui told the sovereign, “The
garden of Wen is as good as this one, if not better. In

addition, it is located near our state. I can obtain it for you. ”

Then Qi Wuhui went back to see the king of Wei again. The

king asked him, “Is the sovereign of West Zhou hitter
towards me?” Qi Wuhui replied, “ No, he is not bitter
towards you. Whoever would be bitter towards Your

Majesty? But I personally think that you will be in trouble.
The sovereign of West Zhou is considered to be the Son of
Heaven. Nonetheless, you won’t do anything to defend his
state. I can foresee that he will lead his state to submit to the
state of Qin. If Qin dispatches all the troops stationed at its
frontier fortress along with the officers and men of West Zhou

to attack Nanyang, the two Shangdangs will be cut off. ” The
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king of Wei asked, “If this is the case, what shall we do?” Qi
Wuhui suggested, “The sovereign of West Zhou is forced to
submit to Qin in this critical situation. However, he cannot
resist minor benefit. Now if Your Majesty promises to send
him thirty thousand soldiers to protect West Zhou and also
present him the garden of Wen, he will have a good
explanation to smooth the feelings of his officials and people.
He will also be addicted to the pleasure provided by the
garden of Wen and therefore will definitely not unite with the
state of Qin. I have heard that the annual profits produced by
that garden are about eighty yi of gold. If the sovereign of
West Zhou obtains the garden, he will give you one hundred
and twenty yi of gold each year. Thus Shangdang will be free
from trouble, and you can also obtain forty more yi of gold. ”
So the king of Wei sent Meng Mao to present the sovereign of
West Zhou the garden of Wen. He also promised to send

troops to help defending West Zhou.
Han and Wei Exchanged Land

The states of Han and Wei were going to exchange some
land, which would be disadvantageous to the state of West
Zhou. Fan Yu had a talk with the king of the state of Chu on
behalf of West Zhou. He said, “West Zhou will definitely be
ruined. If Han and Wei exchange land with each other, Han
will gain two counties, and Wei will lose two. The reason
why Wei has made this decision lies in the fact that by doing

so, Wei will surround the territory of both East Zhou and
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West Zhou. Hence, the land gained by Wei is larger than that
of the two counties. Moreover, the Nine Cauldrons are there.
If Wei takes control of Nanyang, Zheng and Sanchuan, it will
surround the two Zhous completely. Then the area north of
Fangcheng of the state of Chu will be under severe threat. If
Han seizes the two Shangdangs and then approaches the state
of Zhao, the Yangchang Fortress will be in danger. So, if the
exchangement is fulfilled, both the states of Chu and Zhao
will be dramatically weakened. ” The king of Chu was
terrified, so he managed to persuade the state of Zhao to stop

the deal between the states of Han and Wei.

Qin Wanted to Attack West Zhou

The state of Qin wanted to attack the state of West
Zhou. Zhou Ju had a talk with the king of Qin. He said, “For
the sake of your state, you shouldn’t attack West Zhou. In
fact, attacking West Zhou cannot bring substantial benefit to
your state. On the contrary, you will become notorious.
Owing to your notoriety, other states will ally with the state
of Qi in the east. Then your officers and men will become
exhausted because of the war and other states will unite with
Qi. As aresult, Qin will be isolated and therefore not able to
unify the whole world. Other states in the world hope that
Qin will become exhausted, so they try to persuade Your
Majesty to attack West Zhou. If Qin is weakened by other

2

states, you cannot make West Zhou follow your orders.
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Gong Tuo Had a Talk with the Sovereign of West Zhou

Gong Tuo had a talk with the sovereign of the state of
West Zhou. He said, “Previously, the state of Wan relied on
the support of the state of Qin and therefore didn’t pay much
attention to the state of Jin. When the state of Qin was
suffering a famine, Jin took occasion to attack Wan and
destroyed it. The state of Zheng relied on the state of Wei
and therefore looked down upon the state of Han. When the
state of Wei was attacking the state of Cai, Han took occasion
to overthrow Zheng. The states of Zhu and Ju were defeated
by the state of Qi. The states of Chen and Cai were ruined by
the state of Chu.These states were ruined because they were
overly dependent on their allied countries and didn’t pay
enough attention to the threat of the enemy states located
close to them. Now relying on the states of Han and Wei,
you don’t pay attention to the state of Qin. I am afraid that
your state might be threatened because of this. You’d better
send Zhou Ju to unite with the state of Zhao secretly to
prepare for any aggression that might be launched by Qin.

Thus your state won’t be destroyed. ”
Someone Had a Talk with Qi’s King

Someone had a talk with the king of the state of Qi. He
said, “Your Majesty, why not give some land to Zhou Ju to

support him to be appointed as crown prince?” The king of Qi
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then sent Sima Han to the state of West Zhou to recommend
Zhou Ju by presenting West Zhou some land. Zuo Shang
suggested to Sima Han, “If West Zhou doesn't listen to you.
you won’t he able to realize your plan, and your relationship
with West Zhou will also come to an end. You’d better send
a message to the sovereign of West Zhou as follows; ‘Whom
are you going to appoint to be crown prince? Please send
someone to inform me of your decision (after you make up
your mind) so that I can ask the king of Qi to present him
some land to enrich him. >” Owing to this useful adivce, Zuo
Shang was appointed to a powerful position in the government

of Qi.

The Troops of the Three Allied States Returned After
Attacking (Jin

After the allied troops of the three states of Qi, Han and
Wei attacked the state of Qin together, they were on their
way hack to their own states. The state of West Zhou was
afraid that the troops of Wei might traverse its territory.
Someone went to advise the king of Wei on behalf of West
Zhou. He said, “If Qin submits to you three states, the
states of Chu and Song will be in a disadvantageous position,
then they will launch concerted military action to attack Your
Majesty’s granaries and treasuries to strengthen Qin. ” The
king of Wei was terrified, so he ordered his troops to set up

their tents and head hurriedly eastward to their state.
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Xi Wu Was Defeated

Xi Wu,a general of the state of Wei, was badly defeated
by the troops of the state of Qin. After that, the state of
West Zhou was about to send Zhou Zu to Qin on a diplomatic
mission. Someone suggested to Zhou Zu, “Why not have a
talk with the sovereign and tell him, ‘If I go to the state of
Qin, I am afraid that the relationship between Qin and West
Zhou will deteriorate. One of Your Majesty’s high-ranking
court officials is very close to Qin and covets the position of
prime minister of our state. He is going to speak ill of me to
Qin. So I cannot perform this task of going to Qin on a
diplomatic mission. [ wish to be dismissed from office before I
leave for Qin. Then you can appoint that official to be the
new prime minister. If he obtains this position, he won’t
speak ill of me to Qin. > His Majesty attaches much
importance to the state of Qin. That’s why he would send
you, the current prime minister, to Qin. If you are dismissed
from office before you leave, Qin will feel insulted. Certainly
you won’t be dismissed. After expressing this point to His
Majesty, you can leave for Qin. Thus, if West Zhou can
build a good relationship with Qin, it will be considered as a
great contribution of you. If the relationship between Qin and
our state deteriorates, the one who is antagonistic towards

)

you will be sentenced to death.



am-Ewxwm

w bl
&;KX?, mmauycmo m *
[4-1011
KIKANKA"® Bt.*4 N#-ff "t
MNP -4 - N-AATLIN-h N 42O5>tN A46-JK, A-W -1iMNiLAANA-f-

6 6"*e, 8 K "-V 7 58



Book 3

The First Volume on Qin

Wi Yang Fscaped from Wei to Qin

Wei Yang escaped from the state of Wei arid went to the
state of Qin. Duke Xiao, the sovereign of Qin, appointed him
prime minister of his state and presented Shang to him. So
Wei Yang was also titled "Lord of Shang”. When the lord of
Shang governed the state of Qin, his law prevailed.
Everything was settled impartially and exactly according to
the law. Anyone who had committed crimes was punished no
matter how powerful and influential he might be. On the
other hand, no one was overly rewarded just because he was a
relative of or close to the royal family. Even the crown prince
was punished because of his misconduct: his tutor and
assistant also suffered the Qing (referring to the penalty of
stabbing the faces of criminals with a sharp knife and then
smearing the wound with black ink to make a mark so that
others could recognize the criminals easily) and Yi (referring
to the penalty of cutting off the noses of criminals). After
Shang Yang’s (Wei Yang was called Shang Yang after he was
conferred Shang) law had been implemented for one year, no
one would keep items found on the road to himself. People
didn’t take things not belonging to them. The military force
of Qin became very formidable, and sovereigns of all the

other states were afraid of Qin’s power. However, the law
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was too unmerciful, and the people were overborne by
nothing but coercion.

Eighteen years after Duke Xiao implemented this law, he
was confined to his bed. He wanted to devolve the throne on
to Shang Yang, hut Shang Yang refused to take it. When
Duke Xiao died, King Hui took over the regime. Not long
after King Hui came to power, Shang Yang asked for King
HuDs permission to allow him to give up his position and go
back to Wei.

Someone told King Hui, “If a high-ranking court official
is too powerful, the state is in danger. If the beloved ones are
too close to a sovereign, the sovereign is in danger.
Nowadays, every man, woman and child in our state is
talking about Shang Yang’s law, but no one discusses the
law of Your Majesty. Therefore, they take Shang Yang as
the sovereign and regard Your Majesty as nothing but a court
official. Moreover, Shang Yang is a personal enemy of Your
Majesty. Please think it over. ” Shang Yang failed to return
to Wei and had to go back to Qin. King Hui executed him
with the Chelie penalty (referring to the penalty of killing a
person by tying his limbs and head to five carriages
respectively and then driving the horses to pull the carriages
in different directions). Nobody in Qin showed any sympathy

towards him.
Su Qin Started Suggesting Qin to Unite with the Six States

When Su Qin started persuading King Hui of the state of -
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Qin to take his advice to unite Qin with the Six States, he
said, “ Regarding Your Majesty’ s state, there are fertile
places such as Ba, Shu, Hanzhong and so on in the west. In
the north, there are furs produced in the Hu arca and swift
horses produced in the Dai area. There are dangerous places
such as Mount Wu and Qianzhong in the south, and natural
forts like Mount Xiao and the pass of Hangu Valley in the
east. Moreover, the land of your state is very fertile, and the
people are rich. You have ten thousand chariots and one
million tough soldiers. You own one thousand Li of fecund
land and your state has lots of assets. The geographic
condition is very good. So your state is the so-called Depot of
Heaven and is the most powerful country in the world.
Relying on Your Majesty’s wisdom and capability, the large
number of scholars and the masses, the use of chariots and
horses, and the spreading of the art of war among the officers
and men, surely you can annex other sovereigns’ territory,
unify the whole world, become a Di and rule the world.
Please pay a little attention to my words, Your Majesty, and
allow me to explain to you the benefit of my advice. ”

The king of Qin said, “As far as I know, if a bird’s
feathers are not well developed, it cannot fly high in the sky;
if the law is not complete, it should not be used to punish
criminals; if one is not virtuous enough, he cannot employ
the people; if one’ s policies and moral education are not
successful, he should not trouble his high-ranking court
officials. Now you have travelled one thousand Li here to my

£}

court to give me instructions. Let’s discuss that later.
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Su Qin said, “I did doubt that Your Majesty might take
my advice. Previously, Shen Nong attacked Bu Sui. The
Yellow Emperor launched military operations in Zhuolu to
attack Chi You and held him captive. Yao attacked Huan
Dou. Shun attacked San Miao. Yu attacked Gong Gong.
Tang attacked the Xia Dynasty. King Wen attacked the state
of Chong. King Wu attacked Zhou, the last king of the Shang
Dynasty. Duke Huan of Qi established one of the most
powerful states through military actions. By this token, how
can military forces he put into disuse? In ancient times,
numerous diplomats travelled all over the world and their
carriages almost bumped into each other on the road. They
made agreements after discussions and negotiations. Thus the
world was wunified. At present, propositions of Lianheng

s

(referring to Qin ’ s tactics of uniting with other states to
consolidate its own power and unify the world) and Hezong
(referring to the tactics of allying the six eastern states to
counteract Qin) prevail. Armour and weapons are taken out
and used again. Scholars and eloquent people try to extend
their well prepared arguments. Sovereigns of all the states are
confused. Various problems are provoked and cannot be
settled correctly. If the law and all the related regulations are
complete, the people will simply comply with them falsely.
There are numerous documents, but the people still don’t
feel satisfied. Sovereigns and officials blame each other for
the problems, and the common people don’t have any means

to support themselves. The more rational and warranted the

arguments seem to be, the more frequently military actions



T Jo!

"B+, DI, A:UTNe”C

HX,E<U,BJI+UXK,K9x I K", K AT

MBAAfImiJti:$i(FFiMt. A nTS5i*j;j0 TUA M EA.JICSSTA ;U]

E+»” "Il ETo4*x " 1, "a1t.Ne x1t,"lIl |[A1,EE7E . .ET

[ A

SEXXFT 4-FART *OI

>« f#-ffjbjL, NiA-ff

1M g1, SfflNitjib, A **<fcl™irE #t

A Aiiitin SEXKA

-V{r0 ,NMIEAAT-A*Etit4 6t11>"® ,ih



occur. The more skillful the persuaders are, and the more
luxurious their clothes are, the less hope there is for a
ceasefire. The more sophisticated and deliberate the
viewpoints are, the more disordered the world is. Even
though the persuaders try their best to persuade the
sovereigns, their ideas are still not accepted. Even though the
sovereigns try to extend righteousness and advocate honesty,
people all over the world don ’t feel close to them. As a
result, culture and education go into disuse and military
operations are undertaken. Suicide warriors are trained at
great cost. Armour is made and weapons arc sharpened.
Soldiers are sent to the battlefront to win every possible
victory. Even wise sovereigns of ancient times such as the
Five Di-ancestors, the I'hree King-ancestors and the Five
Lord-protectors wanted to obtain great benefit and enlarge
their territory without effort. But in fact, they could not do
that. So they had to resort to military action to gain what
they wanted. Great achievements can only be made either by
troops fighting each other fiercely or by soldiers fighting to
death in a close battle. Thus, if the troops win every war
outside the state, righteousness will be extended inside, and
if the state establishes a high prestige, the people will be
obedient. Nowadays, if you want to unify the whole world,
outdo those states which possess ten thousand chariots, make
enemy states yield to your authority, take firm control over
the world, govern the people succuessfully and put other
sovereigns at your service, you can do nothing but take

military action! Contemporary sovereigns often overlook this
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crucial fact. Moral education makes them muddle-headed.
Their states are in disorder. They are confused by some
sophisticated debates and arguments. No wonder none of
them is able to unify the world. ”

Su Qin wrote ten letters to persuade the king of Qin, but
all his efforts resulted in failure. His black marten coat was
worn, his one hundred jin of gold was used up, he ran out of
money, and finally he had to leave Qin and return home. He
wore leg wrappings and a pair of straw sandals, carrying his
books on his back and shouldering his luggage. He looked
exhausted and his face was tanned by the sun. He also
appeared ashamed. When he arrived home, his wife was
weaving and didn’t stop to welcome him. His sister-in-law
didn’t cook anything for him to eat. And his parents didn’t
talk to him. Su Qin groaned, “My wife does not regard me as
her husband. My sister-in-law does not regard me as her
brother-in-law. My parents do not regard me as their son.
This is my own fault. ” Then he studied very hard every
night. He opened scores of book cases and found Yin Fu
written by Duke Tai. He read it very carefully and studied its
keystone carefully. Every time he felt too tired and sleepy, he
would stab his thigh with a wimble. As a result, blood
flowed to his feet. He said, “If one persuades the sovereign
of a state, he will surely be presented with gold, jade and fine
silk fabric and be appointed to a position as powerful as the
highest-ranking court official or the prime minister. ” One
year later, he mastered the main ideas of the book very well.

He said, “ These ideas are the right ones for advising
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contemporary sovereigns!”

Then he went through the Yan-Wu-Ji Gate and met and
advised the king of the state of Zhao in a luxurious hall. The
king of Zhao was very satisfied with his ideas,conferred upon
him the title of “Lord of Wu >an”and appointed him to be
prime minister of Zhao. Su Qin was presented with one
hundred chariots, one thousand chun of fine silk fabric, one
hundred pairs of white jade and ten thousand yi of gold. Then
he started to travel across the world with these things to
persuade the sovereigns of the Six States to unite with each
other and counteract the powerful state of Qin together.
During the time when Su Qin was prime minister of Zhao,
every state cut its ties with Qin.

At that time, everything was decided by Su Qin even
though the world was big, the people were numerous,
sovereigns and marquises were powerful, and advisors were
experienced and astute. Without using one dou of provender,
bothering one soldier or officer, breaking one bowstring or
wasting one arrow, Su Qin made all the sovereigns be friendly
to each other like brothers. If a person is wise and capable,
he will win over people all over the world. If a wise and
capable person is appointed to the right position, people all
over the world will follow his orders. So it is said,“Instead of
resorting to military forces, you should resort to policy.
Instead of taking action outside your own territory, you
should make the right decisions at the court. ” When Su Qin’s
power reached its summit, he owned ten thousand jin of gold,

administrated numerous carriages and horses, and travelled
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with splendor. The states located east of the mountain range
yielded to his authority like grass bending to the wind. As a
result, Zhao became the most powerful state of that time. As
for Su Qin, he used to be a poor scholar living in a shanty.
Now he travelled across the world by carriage to persuade
sovereigns of all other states at their courts. No one dared to
argue with him and his power was matchless.

When he was on the way to persuade the king of Chu, he
passed by Luoyang. When his parents heard this, they
cleaned the house and the street, arranged a concert and a
banquet to greet him. And they also walked thirty Li to the
suburbs to welcome him. His wife dared not look at him
directly in the eye, and paid much attention to listening to
every word he said. His sister-in-law crawled out like a snake
to pay her respect. She bowed four times before him and
knelt down to beg him to forgive her former inhospitality. Su
Qin asked, “ My sister-in-law, why were you so arrogant
before but so humble now?” His sister-in-law replied,
“Because now you are powerful and rich. ” Su Qin said, “Oh!
When I was poor, my parents would not regard me as their
son. But if 1 am rich and powerful, even my relatives will be
afraid of me. How can one simply overlook power and wealth

when he is alive?”
King Hui of Qin Had a Talk with Han Quanzi

King Hui of the state of Qin had a talk with Han Quanzi.

He said, "Su Qin has cheated me. Now he is trying to unite
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with all the states located ecast of Mount Xiao to counteract
my state. Counting on its huge population and tremendous
savings, the state of Zhao has sent Su Qin with money and
fine silk to ally with other states. Apparently, the sovereigns
of these states cannot be of one mind, just as hens bound
together by a rope will not stay peacefully in the coop. I am
very angry, and have been dissatisfied with these states for a
long time. Now I am going to send Bai Qi to these states to
give them a piece of my mind.” Han Quanzi said, “ You
should not send Bai Qi there. If you want to attack other
states and occupy their land, please appoint Bai Qi to do so.
If you want other states to establish friendly relations with
us, please send Zhang Yi, our high-ranking guest court

official, there. ”King Hui said,"I will do as you suggested. ”
Ling Xiang Had a Talk with the King of Qin

Ling Xiang had a talk with the king of the state of Qin.
He said, “I want to make the state of Qi submit to the
authority of Your Majesty, so I have directed Qi to attack the
state of Song. If Song is destroyed, the states of Han, Zhao
and WeiCthe three states which once belonged to the state of
Jin) will be in danger, and Anyi will be under your firm
control. The states of Yan and Zhao hate Qi and Qin uniting
with each other, so they both will cede some land to you to
build a good relationship with you. As a result, Qi will
definitely show much reverence to Your Majesty. So I have

arranged to attack Song because I hope to terrify Qi and
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improve the status of Your Majesty at the same time. Why
are you against my plan to attack Song then? I thought that
with your wisdom you must have foreseen its aftermath, so I

2

didn’t explain it to you in advance.

Zhang Yi Reasoned with Qin’s King

Zhang Yi reasoned with the king of the state of Qin. He
said, “I heard that it is unwise to talk about something one
doesn’t know about. If one knows something but doesn’t
inform his sovereign about it, he is disloyal. If a court official
serving the sovereign is disloyal, he should be sentenced to
death. If one expresses something unsuitable, he should be
sentenced to death too. Although it is the case, I still want to
tell you all that I have heard. Then you can decide to what
extent I am guilty. I have heard that other states in the world
are secretly uniting with the state of Yan and openly
affiliating with the state of Wei. They are also allying with
the state of Chu, strengthening their relationship with the
state of Qi and dealing with the aftermath of the debacle of
the state of Han. Thus they will build up a concerted front to
thwart the state of Qin in the west. [ personally find this
quite ridiculous. In the world, there are three situations
leading to the defeat of a state. And don’t these states have
all the three of them? I have heard, ‘If a chaotic state attacks
a state that is in good order, that state itself will be ruined. If
a wicked state attacks a righteous state, that state itself will

be ruined. If a tyrannical state attacks a state following
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correct edicts and moral education, that state itself will be
ruined. > As for these aforementioned states, their treasuries
are short of savings, and their granaries are empty. If they
summoned all the people together, they could build an army
with millions and tens of millions of soldiers. However, when
there are sharp weapons in front of them and axes positoned
behind them (that is, when these soldiers are sent to the
battleground to confront their enemies), all of them will
retreat or escape, and no one would be likely to fight to
death. It is not that the people won’t devote their lives to
their states, but that the sovereigns themselves are incapable
of commanding them. Why? Although 't*hey might declare
that they will reward the people, in reality they never present
the people with any rewards. Although they might announce
that they will punish some people, in fact they never execute
any punishments. Thus rewards and punishments are not
carried out properly, so people won’t fight to death on behalf
of their sovereigns.

“Now in our state, Qin, all the orders and edicts are
carried out, and rewards and punishments are dispensed
correctly. We don’t attack other states unnecessarily but
objectively and carefully observe the real situation. The
people of our state haven’t witnessed any invaders since they
were born. When they hear that they are going to engage in a
war, they all stamp their feet and show their bare arms to
exhibit their bravery. Although they might march through
sharp blades or walk over burning coals, they will not

hesitate to advance and fight to death. In this respect, they
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are all the same. Normally it is very hard to choose to fight to
death. However, our people don’t hesitate to do so because
courage is highly cherished and honoured in our state. So,
one soldier on our side can defeat ten enemy soldiers, ten can
defeat one hundred, one hundred can defeat one thousand,
one thousand can defeat ten thousand, and ten thousand can
defeat the troops of all other states combined together. Now
the territory of the state of Qin amounts to several thousand
square Li. Our army with millions of soldiers is well-known.
Our orders are carried out. Rewards and punishments are
dispensed justly. Our geographical condition is also extremely
advantageous. Taking all these advantages into consideration,
no other state can match us. No other state possesses all
these strong points. So, obviously the troops of Qin will win
any war, seize any place and defeat any enemy if they want.
They are capable of enlarging our territory by several
thousand square /i. That should be a great achievement.
However, our armour is weak, our weapens are blunt, and
our soldiers and people are exhausted. We are short of
savings. Our fields are deserted and our granaries are empty.
Our neighbouring states don >t submit to us. The high

>

reputation of ‘King’ or ‘Lord-protector ’ cannot be gained.
All these aforementioned facts can be attributed to nothing
but the disloyalty of the advisors of our state.

“l would venture my opinion on some things that
happened in the past. Previously, the state of Qi defeated the
state of Chu in the south, ruined the state of Song in the

central part of China, conquered the state of Qin in the west,
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overthrew the state of Yan in the north, and also managed to
dominate the sovereigns of the states of Han and Wei. Its
territory was vast, and its army was powerful. It could defeat
every enemy and take control over every place. Orders issued
hy Qi used to be carried out all over the world. The Ji River
is clear and the Yellow River is turbid. They both served as
natural barriers. Both the Great Wall (referring to the Great
Wall built by the state of Qi in ancient times) and the Ju Fang
(referring to a huge dike) served as impregnable fortresses.
Qi won five large-scale wars but was ruined due to one
debacle. By this token, military action is a crucial factor in
deciding whether a state with as many as ten thousand
chariots will survive or perish.

“Moreover, I have heard that ‘Remove the source of
danger and keep away from trouble, and you will be free from
problems’. Previously, the troops of the state of Qin were
engaged in a war with the state of Chu. They badly defeated
the troops of Chu, attacked the capital of Ying and seized the
area around the Dongting Lake, Wu Du and Jiangnan. The
king of Chu escaped towards the east and took shelter in the
state of Chen. At that time, if Qin had continued the military
action against Chu, Chu would have been ruined. If Chu had

k)

been ruined, Qin could have taken control of Chu ’s people
and also benifited from various advantages provided hy its
land. Moreover, Qin could have weakened the states of Qi
and Yan in the east and surpressed Han, Zhao and Wei, the

three states that used to belong to the former state of Jin, in

the central part of China. As a result, you could have been
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>

entitled ‘King’ or 4Lord-protector’, and the neighbouring
states on all four sides would have submitted to your
authority. However, the advisors didn’t tell you to do so.
On the contrary, they ordered the troops to retreat and made
peace with the people of Chu. Thus the people of Chu could
managed to recover from the situation after the debacle of
their state. They called the scattered people together and
made sacrifices to worship the god of land and the god of
grain again. Besides, they united with other states to attack
Qin westwards. Thus you lost the first chance to unify the
world (to become a King) or establish one of the most
powerful states and therefore become a Lord-protector. When
other states launched a concerted attack against our state and
stationed their allied troops near the city of Huayang, you
defeated them by using trickery. Then you dispatched troops
to approach Liang, the capital of the state of Wei. If your
troops had besieged Liang for scores of days,Liang could have
been occupied. If Liang had been occupied, the state of Wei
could have been conquered. If the state of Wei had been
conquered, the relationship between the states of Chu and
Zhao would be broken. If the relationship between Chu and
Zhao had been cut off, Zhao would have been in danger. If
Zhao had been in danger, Chu would have been isolated.
Thus you could have weakened the states of Qi and Yan in the
east and supressed Han, Zhao and Wei, the three states that
belonged to the former state of Jin, in the central part of
China. As a result, you could have been entitled ‘King’ or

‘Lord-protector ’, and the neighbouring states on all four
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sides would have submitted to your authority. However, the
advisors didn’t tell you to do so. On the contrary, they
ordered the troops to retreat and made peace with the people
of the state of Wei. Thus the people of Wei could manage to
recover from the situation after the debacle of their state.
They have called the scattered people together and made
sacrifices to worship the god of land and the god of grain
again. Thus you lost the second chance to unify the world (to
become a King) or establish one of the most powerful states
and therefore become a Lord-protector. Previously, when
Marquis Rang was in charge of government affairs of the state
of Qin, he tried to manipulate the military forces of Qin to
make contributions in two states and put both of them in
order (according to Gao You’s commentary, Marquis Rang
hoped to put both the state of Qin and the state of Wei in
order. However, according to Bao Biao, Marquis Rang aimed
at putting both the state of Qin and his own private fief in
order). But as a matter of fact, officers and men were forced
to endure the hardships of many arduous marches during their
service. Both the scholars and ordinary people of Qin were
exhausted. Moreover, you couldn’t unify the world or at
least build one of the most powerful states. Thus you lost the
third chance to become a King or a Lord-protector.

“The state of Zhao is located in the centre of China.
People from various states live there. The people in Zhao are
frail and cannot be employed. Orders and edicts are not
carried out. Rewards and punishments are not dispensed

correctly. The geographical condition is not good, and the
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sovereign is not able to make the people serve him tooth and
nail. Certainly it faces the danger of being ruined. However,
the sovereign didn’t worry about the critical condition of the
people, but summoned all the scholars and people and
stationed them in Changping to fight for the area of
Shangdang of the state of Han. Your Majesty defeated his
troops with trickery and occupied Wu “an. At that time, the
sovereign of Zhao and his inferiors were distanced from each
other. High-ranking court officials and scholars didn’t trust
cach other. As a result, they couldn’t defend Handan. After
the troops of Qin occupied Handan and took over Hejian,
they attacked Xiuwu in the west, crossed the Yangchang
Fortress, and took over Dai and Shangdang. The area of Dai
has thirty-six counties and the area of Shangdang has
seventeen. The state of Qin seized these two areas without
using a suit of armour or troubling one soldier. Dai and
Shangdang became Qin > s possessions without any attack
being launched. Dongyang and Hewai (referring to the area
north to the Yellow River) became Qi’s possessions withou
launching any attack. The land north to the Hu Tuo River
became Yan’s possessions without any attack being launched
too. Thus, if the state of Zhao had been conquered, the state
of Han would have definitely been ruined. If Han had been
ruined, the states of Chu and Wei couldn’t have sustained
themselves alone. If Chu and Wei had not been able to sustain
themselves, Qin could have damaged Han, encroached on
Wei, coerced Chu and weakened the states of Qi and Yan in

the east with only one military action. Qin could also have
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released the water from the Bai Ma Ferry to submerge the
state of Wei. Thus the three states of Han. Zhao and Wei
would have been ruined in one action, and the people
supporting Hezong would have been defeated. So Your
Majesty need to do nothing but sit still, and states all over
the world would have submitted to you. Moreover, you could
also have gained the high reputation of ‘King’ or ‘Lord-
protector’ yourself. However, the advisors didn’t suggest
you to do that. They ordered the troops to retreat and then
made peace with the state of Zhao. With Your Majesty’s
wisdom and the powerful military force of of Qin, you could
surely have unified the whole world or at least established one
of the most powerful states. However, you haven’t reached
that goal. On the other hand, you were humiliated and
cheated by the enemy state of Zhao which was on the edge of
defeat. This showed the stupidity of your advisors. In
addition, the state of Zhao should have been ruined, but it is
still in existence; the state of Qin should have become one of
the most powerful states, but it has not yet realized this
ideal. This is the first case showing other states in the world
the limitations of the advisors of the state of Qin. Then you
summoned all our officers and men to attack Handan but
failed to occupy it. The troops then discarded their armour,
weapons and bows and retreated in great alarm. This is the
second case showing other states in the world the limitations
of the advisors of the state of Qin. Then the retreating troops
converged in the area of Lixia. Your Majesty ordered them to

fight the troops of the state of Zhao tooth and nail, but they
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couldn’t defeat Zhao’s troops. Finally the troops on both
sides became exhausted. This is the third case showing other
states in the world the limitations of the advisors of the state
of Qin. They have known the incapability of our advisors and
made our troops exhausted outside our state. From this
perspective, I think it is very difficult for other states to
submit to you. Within our state, our armour is infirm, our
weapons are blunt, the scholars and ordinary people are
exhausted, savings have run out, fields are deserted and
granaries are empty. But outside our state, other states in the
world have built up a very firm alliance against us. I hope
that Your Majesty can seriously consider this situation.

“And I have heard, 6Be more and more careful day by
day. > If you make plans carefully enough, you can take over
the whole world. How do I know that? Well, previously
Zhou was Son of Heaven and supervised a huge army with one
million soldiers. He ordered his troops to drink the water of
the Qi River on the left side and drink the water of the Huan
River on the right. As a result, the Qi River dried up and the
Huan River stopped flowing. Thus he posed a great threat to
King Wu of the Zhou Dynasty. Commanding three thousand
soldiers dressed in white armour, King Wu managed to
occupy Zhou’s kingdom with one day’s fight. He captured
Zhou alive, seized his territory and took control of his people.
But no one in the world showed any sympathy to Zhou.
Marquis Zhi once commanded the troops of three allied states

to attack Zhao Xiangzi, the sovereign of the state of Zhao, in
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Jinyang. The marquis also ordered to release the water of the
Jin River to submerge the city of Jinyang. Three years later,
when Jinyang was going to be conquered, Zhao Xiangzi
resorted to augury to foretell the development of the war and
forecast which state would surrender first. He sent Zhang
Mengtan to escape from the siege and secretly persuaded the
sovereigns of Han and Wei to breach their agreement with
Marquis Zhi. Thus Zhao won over the support of the troops
of these two states and then launched a concerted attack
against Marquis Zhi’s state. Marquis Zhi was captured alive
and thus Zhao Xiangzi accomplished a great achievement.
Now the territory of Qin has amounted to several thousand
square Li. Our famed army has millions of soldiers. Our
orders and edicts are carried out successfully. Rewards and
punishments are dispensed correctly. And the geographical
condition of our state is very advantageous. Regarding these
aforementioned factors, no other state in the world can match
our state. Relying on these advantageous factors, surely we
can annex all other states in the world.

“l took the risk of losing my life to see Your Majesty
because I hope to give you my advice on how to destroy
Hezong, defeat the state of Zhao, ruin the state of Han,
make the states of Chu and Wei submit to your authority, win
over the states of Qi and Yan, and gain the high reputation of
6King’ or 6Lord-protector?, then force all the neighbouring
states to show their respects to you. Please try to listen to my

suggestion. If you cannot reach those aforementioned goals
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with only one military action, please sentence me to death in
public to warn those who don’t plan for their sovereigns with

tn)

utmost loyalty.
Zhang Yi Wanted to Use the Troops of Qin to Help Wei

Zhang Yi wanted to use the troops of the state of Qin to
rescue the state of Wei. Zuo Cheng told Gan Mao, "You’d
better consent to his request. If our troops suffer severe
casualties in Wei and therefore cannot return to Qin, Zhang
Yi will definitely not come back to Qin. If our troops return
without severe casualties, Zhang Yi will be appointed to a
very powerful position by Wei. As a result, he won’t dare
come back to Qin either (because he will be in fear that Qin
will no longer trust him). If Zhang Yi remains in Qin, he will
definitely become more powerful than you. ”

117
Sima Cuo and Zhang Yi Argued with Each Other Before

King Hui of Qin

Sima Cuo and Zhang Yi argued with each other before
King Hui of the state of Qin. Sima Cuo was going to attack
the state of Shu,but Zhang Yi said, “We’d better attack the
state of Han.” The king said, “ Please explain your
viewpoints to me. ”

Zhang Yi replied, "We can establish good relationship

with the states of Wei and Chu. Then we can send our troops

to Sanchuan to block the paths to Huanyuan and Goushi,and
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cut off the roads to Tunliu. Thus Wei will cut off the roads to
Nanyang and the troops of Chu will approach Nanzheng.
Then our troops can be sent to attack Xincheng and Yiyang,
approach the suburbs of West Zhou and East Zhou, condemn
the misdeeds of their sovereigns, and occupy some land of
Chu and Wei. East Zhou’s sovereign will realize that there is
no hope for survival, so he will present us with the Nine
Cauldrons and other treasures. If we possess the Nine
Cauldrons, take control over the maps, household registers
and other important documents, we can force the Son of
Heaven to issue orders to other sovereigns according to our
will. No one will dare to act against us. This is the right
action for unifying the whole world. As for Shu, it is nothing
but a distant state located in the west. And it is also the
leader of the Rong and Di peoples. If we attack Shu, we
cannot make ourselves famous even though our officers and
men might become exhausted. We will barely obtain any
substantial advantages even though we might occupy its
territory. As far as I know, ‘whoever wants to gain fame
should serve in the government. Whoever wants to obtain
profits should do some business in the market. > As for
Sanchuan and the royal family of Zhou, they can be regarded
as the ‘government’ and ‘market’ of the world. But Your
Majesty doesn’t want to scramble for them. On the contrary,
you pay much attention to the Rong and Di areas. If you want
to unify the world, there will be a long way to go. ”

Sima Cuo said, “I don’t agree with you. I have heard

that if one wants to enrich his state, he should focus on
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enlarging his territory; if one wants to strengthen his military
force, he should focus on enriching the people; if one wants
to unify the world, he should focus on cultivating and
improving his virtue. If one attains all these three
qualifications, he can consequently unify the world.
However, the territory of Your Majesty is small and your
people are poor, so I want to start with something easy. As
for Shu, it is a state located in the west and is also the leader
of the Rong and Di peoples. Nevertheless, it is in a great
disorder as serious as that of Jie and Zhou’s times. Backed by
the power of Qin, if we sent troops to attack Shu, it is the
same as driving wolves to chase a flock of sheep. If we occupy
its land, our territory will be enlarged;if we seize its wealth,
our people will be enriched;if our troops are well trained, the
people of Shu will submit to our authority without a casualty
on our side. Therefore, even though we occupy this state,
people all over the world will not consider us as aggressive;
even though we take advantage of it, sovereigns of other
states will not regard us covetous. Thus we can both gain
fame and obtain huge profits with only one military action.
Moreover, we can gain a high reputation by overthrowing a
tyrannical regime and putting the state in good order again. If
we attack the state of Han and force the Son of Heaven to
issue orders according to our own will, we will become
notorious. And profits cannot be ensured that way. In
addition, it is not righteous to do so. Attacking a state which
is supported by all other states is dangerous! Let me tell you

the reason please. Zhou is the imperial clan of the world. Qi
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is an ally of Han and Zhou. If Zhou realizes that the Nine
Cauldrons will be deprived anyway, and if Han realizes that it
will lose control over Sanchuan, these two states will take
concerted action against us. Thus they will resort to Qi and
Zhao, and ask Chu and Wei for help. Even if they present the
cauldrons to Chu and cede their territory to Wei, Your
Majesty cannot stop them from doing so. That’s what I mean
by ‘dangerous’. So it is safer to attack Shu. ” King Hui said,
“Very good! I agree with you. ”

Finally the state of Qin dispatched its troops to attack
Shu and occupied it ten months later. Then Shu was put in
order. The ruler of Shu was re-entitled “Marquis”, and Chen
Zhuang was appointed to be prime minister of Shu. After Shu
submitted to Qin’s authority, Qin became more powerful and

wealthy and looked down upon other states.
Zhang Yi Planned to Cause Trouble for Chu Liji

Zhang Yi planned to cause trouble for Chu Liji. So he
heightened Chu Liji > s status and then sent him on a
diplomatic mission to the state of Chu. Then Zhang Yi took
occasion to make the king of Chu ask the state of Qin to
appoint Chu Liji to be Qin’s prime minister. Zhang Yi told
Qin’s king, “We have heightened Chu Liji’s status and sent
him on a diplomatic mission to the state of Chu in the hope of
establishing good relations between Qin and Chu through his
endeavours. Now he is in the state of Chu. At the same time,

the king of Chu is asking Qin to appoint him to be prime
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minister. I know that he once told Chu ?s king, 6Your
Majesty, are you going to get Zhang Yi in into hot water in
Qin? I can help you to do that if you want. > The king of Chu
agreed, so the king is now helping him to seek the
opportunity of being appointed prime minister. If you listen to
him, Chu Liji will definitely make our state submit to the king

of Chu. ” The king of Qin was very angry. Chu Liji fled.
Zhang Yi Wanted to Give Chu Hanzhong

Zhang Yi wanted to give the state of Chu Hanzhong, and
he asked for King HuLs permission. He said, “Hanzhong is
a trouble. If a tree is not planted at the right place, others
will damage it. If a family owns filthy lucre, it will cause
problems. Since Hanzhong is located in the south of Qin,
which is beneficial to Chu, it will become a problem for our
state. ” Gan Mao told the king, “Does a state with wvast
territory always have more problems? If a war takes place
among all the states some day, you can cede Hanzhong to
Chu. Thus Chu will definitely turn against other states and
unite with us. If you give Hanzhong to Chu now, what will

you give Chu when there is a war?”

(hu Attacked Wei and Zhang Yi Had a Talk with Qin’s
The troops of the state of Chu attacked the state of Wei.
Zhang Yi had a talk with the king of the state of Qin. He

said, “It would be better if we send our troops to assist Wei.

vL
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If Wei wins the war, it will take orders from us and therefore
present us with its territory beyond Xihe. If Wei loses the
war, it will not be able to defend itself. So Your Majesty can
also seize the area yourself. ” The king of Qin took Zhang
Yi’s advice. He sent ten thousand soldiers and one hundred
chariots from the area of Pishi to assist Wei. Xi Shou, the
general of Wei, defeated the troops of King Wei of Chu.
However, the officers and men of Wei were exhausted due to
the war. Wei was afraid that Qin might conspire against it, so

it presented the area beyond Xihe to Qin as expected.

Tian Shen Had a Talk with King Hui of Qin on
Chen Zhen’s Behalf

Tian Shen had a talk with King Hui of the state of Qin
on Chen Zhen’s behalf. He said, “I1 am afraid that Your
Majesty might also follow in the footsteps of the sovereign of
the former state of Guo. Previously, Duke Xian of the state
of Jin wanted to attack the state of Guo, but he feared Zhou
Zhiqiao’s existence in Guo. Xun Xi suggested to the duke,
61t is said in Zhoushu that pretty women can cause damage to
a regime. ’ So they sent a band made up of beautiful women to
the sovereign of Guo to undermine his governmental affairs.
Zhou Zhiqiao remonstrated with the sovereign fiercely, but
the sovereign wouldn’t listen to him. Hence, Zhou Zhiqiao
left the state of Guo. Duke Xian took occasion to attack Guo
and soon occupied it. After that, Duke Xian planned to attack

the state of Yu. But he feared Gong Zhiqi’s existence in Yu.
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Xun Xi suggested to him, 6It is said in Zhoushu that
handsome men can pose a threat to the senior high-ranking

b}

court officials of a state. So they sent some handsome men
to the state of Yu and instigated them to denigrate Gong
Zhiqi. Gong Zhiqi remonstrated with the sovereign of Yu, but
the sovereign wouldn’t listen to him. So Gong Zhiqi fled from
the state of Yu. Then Duke Xian took occasion to attack Yu
and soon seized it. Now Qin regards itself as the ruler of all
other states. The only state that is capable of posing some
threat to the state of Your Majesty is Chu. People of Chu
realize that Lord Hengmen is good at tactics and Chen Zhcn is
extremely wise. So they have asked the five states, Han,
Zhao, Wei, Yan and Qi, to honour Zhang Yi and allocate him
various powers to make him conspire against Qin. When
Zhang Yi arrives in our state, he will definitely try to
denigrate these two persons. I hope that Your Majesty won’t
listen to him. ” Zhang Yi went to advise the king of Qin and
spoke ill of Chen Zhen as expected. The king was angry and

didn’t listen to him.

Zhang Yi Denigrated Chen Zhen Again Before Qin’s King

Zhang Yi denigrated Chen Zhen again before the king of
the state of Qin. He said, “Chen Zhen has been travelling
between the states of Qin and Chu. Now the state of Chu is
not engaged in improving its relations with our state, but
treats Chen Zhen better and better. It shows that instead of

serving our state, Chen Zhen is focusing on seeking self-
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interests. Now Chen Zhen is about to leave Qin for Chu.
Why not let him go, Your Majesty?”

The king asked Chen Zhen, “I heard that you were going
to leave my state, Qin, for the state of Chu. Is that true?”
Chen Zhen said, “Yes, it’s true. ” The king said, “Zhang
Yi’s words turn out to be true!” Chen Zhen continued, “Not
only Zhang Yi knows that. Everyone, even the people
travelling on the road know it too. It is said,6Xiao Ji treated
his parents with filial piety, so people all over the world
hoped that their sons could be as dutiful as Xiao Ji. Wu Zixu
was very loyal to his sovereign, so sovereigns all over the
world hoped that their court officials would be as loyal as Wu
Zixu. If a servant can be sold to people living in the same
street as his former master, he must be a servant of high
quality. If a divorced woman remarries a man living in the
neighbourhood of her ex-husband,she must be a woman with
high reputation. Suppose I was not loyal to you, how could
the state of Chu believe that I would be loyal to it? Loyal as I
am, [ am estranged by Your Majesty. Where shall T go if I
don’t go to the state of Chu?” The king of Qin said, “Very

good. ” So he asked Chen Zhen to stay.
Chen Zhen Left Chu for Qin

Chen Zhen left the state of Chu for the state of Qin.
Zhang Yi told the king of Qin, “As one of the high-ranking
court officials of Your Majesty, Chen Zhen often presents

information of our state to the state of Chu. I cannot work
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with this kind of person. Please expel him out of our state,
Your Majesty. If he goes to the state of Chu again, please kill
him. ” The king said, “How dare Chen Zhen go to the state of
Chu?”

The king called in Chen Zhen and told him, “I will agree
to your demand. Where do you want to go? I will have a
carriage prepared for you. ” Chen Zhen replied, “I want to go
to the state of Chu. ” The king said, “Zhang Yi thought that
you were about to go to the state of Chu. Now I have heard
you say that you are thinking of going to Chu. Besides the
state of Chu, where else would you go?” Chen Zhen said, “If
I leave Qin, I would definitely go to Chu. Thus I can comply
with the plan designed for me by Your Majesty and Zhang Yi.
At the same time, it will also be clear whether or not I have
colluded with the state of Chu against Qin. Once, in the state
of Chu, there was a person who had two wives. A man tried
to flirt with the elder one of the two wives. She scolded him.
He then tried to flirt with the younger one. She agreed. After
a short time, the husband died. A guest asked the man who
had tried to flirt with the wives, ‘Are you going to marry the
elder one or the younger one? ~ ‘I will marry the elder one. ,
The guest asked further, ‘The elder one scolded you, but the
younger one agreed to carry on a clandestine love affair with
you. Why do you want to marry the elder one then?’ The
man said, ‘At the time she belonged to another man, I hoped
that she would flirt with me. Now I am choosing my own
wife. So I hope that she will scold others who try to flirt with
her. > Now the king of Chu is a wise sovereign. Zhao Yang is

a capable prime minister. As a high-ranking court official of
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Your Majesty, if I had often divulged important information
of our state to the state of Chu, the king of Chu would
definitely refuse to accept me. Zhao Yang would definitely
refuse to work with me in the same government. Hence, this
evidence shows that I do not collude with the state of Chu. ”

After Chen Zhen left, Zhang Yi went to see the king. He
asked the king, “Where does Chen Zhen really want to go?”
The king said, “Chen Zhen is the most persuasive scholar in
the world. He looked at me carefully and said, *I will
definitely go to the state of Chu. > Then I had no alternative.
So I asked him, 6If you really plan to go to Chu, Zhang Yi’s

>

words will prove quite true. However, Chen Zhen said,
6Not only Zhang Yi knows that. Everyone, even those
travelling on the roads know it too. Previously, Wu Zixu was
very loyal to his sovereign, so sovereigns all over the world
hoped that their court officials would be as loyal as Wu Zixu.
Xiao Ji treated his parents with filial piety, so people all over
the world hoped that their sons would be as dutiful as Xiao Ji.
If a servant can be sold to people living in the same street as
his former master, that means nothing hut the high quality of
the servant. If a divorced woman can remarry a man living in
the neighbourhood of her ex-hushand, that means nothing but
the high morality of the divorced woman. Suppose I was not
loyal to you, how could the state of Chu believe that I would
be loyal to it? Loyal as I am, I am estranged by Your
Majesty. Where shall I go if I don’t head for the state of
Chu?’” The king of Qin thought that Chen Zhen’s words

were very reasonable, so he started to treat Chen Zhen well.



LK ]

K\XB:ulll I A'A&Db&,?% L A&KE £Ne T % I\XB:"3.20%

e* «#rTj,EiiW ;£0”

A& %, 7ff3t+A4z0

AXA T 04?2f3.zmnTm&zz Yom,m&&ftz, mtm5
N Myvm” 7" n*",miSL""nA&\ii0 A3-ammamas,
ET#EII 10 X ""*"X"*"JIXEo

[4-iil

*s ., *si4 £ @ £ £#t *BbB# AN K- Tis ££ * ?27SiM*

it 70% 0 N if4 7" 4»4L 0o, ih 4 * ~ Tel'b ifl"e. 07
?2K4tiiJ * > ¥y " ., S5ttto.-it: 4 in4 ® "~ N i L& 4 * N~ X,
ANix7-~7.B7 AANB 7., * in ~ 81
i & ALzt *i 7:;&&  HA , £itf-*i 7o
**k 4 - jtt4in” "Si.*:-it,FJ.~"IF i+ #1t"~N"o 4 infr*~4r”™ai,
XK-h~ A if, @3tb,4 in XK A 4N~ T -ttt
£-f, *9 £** & #.

MN'j4s, @MU 7 ,$fc-"4°‘kXi*~ZBS" 7. it#-jk.dkiir "



Book 4

The Second Volume on Qin

Qi Helped Chu in Attacking Qin

Qi helped Chu in attacking Qin and Chu occupied Quwo
of Qin. After that, Qin planned to attack Qi. However, Qi
and Chu had good relations with each other. King Hui
worried about that and told Zhang Yi, “I want to attack Qi,
but Qi and Chu are on good diplomatic terms. Please think
about this problem for me. What shall [ do? ” Zhang Yi said,
“Please prepare a carriage and some gifts for me. 1 will try to
cast a bone between them. ”

Zhang Yi travelled to the south to meet King Huai of
Chu and said, “Your Majesty, our sovereign appreciates you
the most. Among all the sovereigns,! want most sincerely to
serve you. Our sovereign hates the king of Qi the most. I also
hate him the most. The king of Qi has committed so much
offence that we want to attack Qi. But you are friendly to Qi.
Thus our sovereign doesn’t have a chance to serve you, and I
don’t have the opportunity to work for you at your court. If
you could cut diplomatic relations with Qi, I will ask our
sovereign to give you Shangyu, which is as vast as six
hundred /i. In that case, Qi will be weakened. If Qi is
weakened, it will be at your service. Thus you can weaken Qi
in the north, do a great favour to Qin in the west and keep

Shangyu to yourself and enjoy all the benefit from that land.
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So, you can obtain three kinds of profit by just making one
right decision. ”

King Huai of Chu was very happy and he announced at
court, “I have obtained Shangyu. It is as vast as six hundred
Li. ” When the court officials heard this, they all celebrated.
Chen Zhen was the last one to meet the king, and he was also
the only one who did not congratulate the king. The king
said, “Without enlisting one soldier or losing one man, I have
obtained Shangyu, which is as vast as six hundred /i. I think
this is a wise decision. All the high-ranking court officials
celebrated for this news, but you are the only one who did not
congratulate me. What is the reason?” Chen Zhen replied,
“From my point of view, I don’t think you will obtain
Shangyu. Moreover, you will find yourself in trouble. So I
don’t dare to congratulate you. ” The king asked, “Why do
you say so?” Chen Zhen replied, “Well, Qin pays attention to
you because' Qi and Chu are allies. Now if we cut our
diplomatic relationship with Qi before we obtain the land from
Qin,Chu will be isolated. How could Qin attach importance to
an isolated state? If we ask Qin to give us the land before we
cut our diplomatic relations with Qi, Qin will definitely not
agree because this doesn’t accord to its plan. If we cut our
diplomatic relations with Qi first and then ask Qin for the
land, we will surely be cheated by Zhang Yi. If we are
cheated by Zhang Yi, you will become very angry. Hence,
Qin will cause problems in the west, and we will also lose
Qi’s support in the north. As a result, the troops of these

two states will approach our state (referring to attacking
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Chu). ” The king didn’t listen to him and said, “I think it is
a good agreement! You’d better be quiet and we just wait and
see. 7 The king of Chu then sent a messenger to sever
diplomatic relations with Qi. Before the messenger returned,
he sent another one to inform Qi about it.

After Zhang Yi returned to Qin, Qin sent someone to Qi
to secretly negotiate establishing diplomatic relations with Qi.
Then Chu sent a general to ask for the land from Qin. When
Zhang Yi arrived, he pretended to be ill and didn’t show up
at the court. The king of Chu said, “Probably Mr Zhang
doesn’t believe that we have severed diplomatic relations with
Qi?” He then sent some warriors to insult the king of Qi.
Zhang Yi realized that Chu had severed its diplomatic
relations with Qi, so he went to interview the messenger and
said, “From X to X, you gain six Li of land. ” The messenger
said, “I heard it should be six hundred /i instead of six!”
Zhang Yi said, "I am not a person of integrity. How can you
gain six hundred Li of land from us?” The messenger came
back and informed the king of Chu of this news. The king
was irate and planned to attack Qin. Chen Zhen said, “Can I
say something about this?” The king said, “Yes, you can. ”
Chen Zhen said, “To attack Qin is not a good idea. You’d
better give Qin another big county and then launch military
action against Qi together with Qin. Thus we will he
reimbursed with the land we obtain from Qi. And Chu will
still maintain its domain. Now that you have severed the ties
with Qi, if you condemn Qin about its double-dealing, it will

do nothing but consolidate the relationship between Qi and
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Qin. This will cause a severe problem for us.

King Huai of Chu didn’t take his advice and dispatched
his troops to attack Qin. Qin and Qi confronted Chu side by
side and the troops of Han also joined them. The allied troops
defeated the troops of Chu in Duling. As a result, Chu was
greatly weakened, its lands were ceded and the morale of the
officers and men was badly damaged. Chu only avoided
perdition. That happened because King Huai didn’t take Chen

Zhen’s advice and trusted Zhang Yi.
(hu Gt Ties with (3 and Qi Sent Troops to Attack Chu

The state of Chu cut its diplomatic relations with the
state of Qi. As a result, Qi dispatched its troops to attack
Chu. Chen Zhen told King Huai of Chu, “Your Majesty, I
think you’d better cede some land to make peace with Qi in
the east and negotiate with Qin so as to reach a ceasefire in
the west. ”

King Huai of Chu sent Chen Zhen to Qin. The king of
Qin told Chen Zhen, “You have been staying in Qin. You and
Iwere quite close to each other. Because I was unworthy and
not able to manage government affairs, you left me and went
to serve Chu ’s king. Now that Qi and Chu are engaged in
warfare, some people say we should succor Chu, some say we
should not. Iknow you serve your sovereign heart and soul,
but why not plan affairs for me in this case?” Chen Zhen said,
“Haven’t you heard the story about the man who grew up in

Wu and then served at Chu > s court? The king of Chu
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cherished him very much. Once when he was ill, the king
sent someone to condole with him and the emissary asked the
person beside the man, ‘Is he really sick? Or is he just
homesick?’ This person said, ‘I don’t know whether he is
homesick or not. But if he is really homesick, he would speak
the accent of his home state. > Now I am going to show you
my native tongue (meaning showing the king his innermost
thoughts). Have you heard about Guan Yu’s argument,
Your Majesty? Once there were two tigers fighting for one
person. Bian Zhuangzi was going to stab and kill them. But
Guan Yu stopped him and said, ‘The tiger is a very fierce
animal. A human being is a kind of delicious food for a tiger.
Now these two tigers are fighting for this person. The
smaller one will he killed and the bigger one will be injured in
the fight. You can stab them when one of them is hurt,thus
you can kill two tigers with one action. You needn’t bother
to kill two tigers, but you will still gain a high reputation for
killing two tigers. > Now Qi and Chu are engaged in warfare.
One of them will definitely be defeated. After one side is
defeated by the other, you can dispatch your troops to succor
it. Thus you can enjoy the advantage of rescuing Qi, and
avoid the disadvantage of attacking Chu directly. Only Your
Majesty can listen to others’ useful advice and foresee the
development of one situation. Planning beforehand is crucial
to any action you are going to take. By listening to others’
advice, you will maintain the throne and safeguard your
state. No sovereign can maintain his state if he is not able to

make good plans and always ignores useful advice. So it is
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said,‘If one is good at planning, everything will be kept in
order. If one listens to useful ideas and is able to differentiate

£}

essentials from details,he will not become confused. *

After King Hui of Qin Died, Gongsun Yan Planned to
Deprive Zhang Yi of Power

After King Hui of the state of Qin died, Gongsun Yan
planned to deprive Zhang Yi of power. Li Chou suggested to
Gongsun Yan, “You ?d better call back Gan Mao and
Gongsun Xian from the states of Wei and Han respectively
and appoint Chu Liji to govern the state again. These three
people are all personal enemies of Zhang Yi. If you employ
them in the government, other states’ sovereigns will know

”

that Zhang Yi is no longer in power in the state of Qin.
The Lord of Yiqu Headed for Wi

When the sovereign of Yiqu was about to go to the state
of Wei, Gongsun Yan told him, “Your state is very far away
from here. So I might not have chance to see you again.
Please allow me to inform you of something. ” The sovereign
of Yiqu said, “I’d like to hear it.” Gongsun Yan said, “If
those states located in the central part of China don’t launch a
concerted attack against the state of Qin, Qin will set fire to
your territory and then seize it. If those states declare war
against Qin together, Qin will send light carriages carrying

very generous gifts to your state to bribe you. ” The sovereign

147
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of Yiqu said, “I will follow your advice carefully. ”

After a short time, five states— the states of Han, Zhao,
Wei, Chu and Yan— attacked the state of Qin together. Chen
Zhen advised the king of Qin, “The sovereign of Yiqu is a
wise ruler among those leaders of the minority peoples.
You’d better bribe him and thus win him over. ” The king of
Qin said, “Good idea!” Then he sent a thousand pi of fine
silk with beautiful patterns along with one hundred pretty
women to the sovereign of Yiqu.

The sovereign of Yiqu called in his high-ranking court
officials to consult with them and said, “Now Gongsun Yan’s
words have proved true. ” Then he took this chance and sent
troops to attack Qin. His troops badly defeated the troops of

Qin in Libo.
Doctor Bian Que Visited King Wi of Qin

Doctor Bian Que visited King Wu of Qin and the king let
Bian Que examine him. Bian Que planned to take an operation
to remove the king’s ailment. But all the people around the
king said, “The illness of Your Majesty is located beside your
cars and beneath your eyes. You probably cannot be cured
after the resection. It could become even worse because after
the operation your ears may not hear and your eyes may not
see. ” The king told Bian Que about this. Bian Que was angry
and threw down his stone needle and said, “Well, you plan
with the connoisseur, but then spoil your plan with the

ignorant. If you manage government affairs this way, I know
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you will lead your state to perdition with only one act.

King Wu of Qin Had a Talk with Gan Mao

King Wu of Qin had a talk with Gan Mao and said, “I am
going to occupy all the areas up to Sanshuan to vanquish the
royal family of the crumbling Zhou Dynasty. Don’t you think
my achievement will be remembered by the people of all
forthcoming generations after I die?” Gan Mao replied,
“Please send me to Wei to unite with it so that we can attack
Han together. ” King Wu sent Xiang Shou to accompany Gan
Mao to Wei.

When they arrived in Wei, Gan Mao told Xiang Shou,
“Now you can go back and tell His Majesty, *Wei has taken
Mr Gan ’s advice. But please don 't launch military action
against Wei. ’ If we succeed, I will put all the merits on your
record. ” Xiang Shou went back and reported to the king. The
king went to Xirang to meet Gan Mao in person.

When Gan Mao arrived, the king asked him why they
should not attack Wei. Gan Mao replied, “Yiyang is a big
county. Shangdang and Nanyang are wealthy. Nominally it is
a county, but in fact it is as powerful as a province. Now you
are going to travel almost one thousand /i across many
dangerous places to attack it. I think it will be very difficult
for you to succeed. I heard that even after Zhang Yi had
annexed Ba and Shu in the west, occupied all the areas on the
other side of Xihe in the north and taken over Shangyong in

the south, people all over the world didn’t consider Zhang Yi
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meritorious. However, they all admired our deceased king.
Marquis Wen of Wei sent Yue Yang to lead his troops to
attack Zhongshan. Yue Yang didn’t occupy it till three years
later. Yue Yang talked about his contribution after he
returned. Marquis Wen showed him a box of letters advising
against the military action. Yue Yang bowed twice to the
marquis, knelt down and apologized, ‘I know this is not my
contribution. This victory was gained because of Your

s

Majesty’ s support. Now, though I am serving at your
court, I am from another state. Chu Liji and Gongsun Yan
will be likely to speak ill of me in front of you on the military
action against Han. And you will surely listen to them. Thus
Your Majesty will cheat Wei, and Gong Zhong, the prime
minister of Han, will hate me very much. Previously, when
Zengzi was living in Fei, a man with the same first name and

)

surname as Zengzi killed a person. Someone told Zengzi’s

s

mother, ‘Zeng Shen has murdered sombody. Zengzi’s
mother said, ‘My son would never murder anyone. ’ She
continued weaving and didn’t change her expression. After a

while, a second man told her, ‘Zeng Shen has murdered

s s

someone. Zengzi s mother continued weaving normally.

After some time, a third man told her, ‘Zeng Shen has killed

il

someone. ’ This time Zengzi’s mother was terrified by the
news. She threw the shuttle away, climbed over the wall and
escaped. Zengzi was such a wise and able person, and his
mother believed in him so much, however, even the kind

mother could no longer believe in her son after she heard the

rumour spreaded by three persons. The fact is;I am not as
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wise and capable as Zengzi, and your beloved court officials
are not as faithful as Zengzi’s mother. Moreover, there are
more than three people sceptical towards me. So Iam afraid
that you will no longer trust me. ” King Wu of Qin said, “I
will not listen to them. Let’s make an agreement. ” Then
they made an agreement in Xirang.

Then the troops of Qin attacked the city of Yiyang as
expected. However, after five months, they still could not
occupy it. Both Chu Liji and Gongsun Yan were there
remonstrating with the king of Qin regarding the war against
the state of Han. The king was about to take their advice. He
called in Gan Mao and told him about it. Gan Mao replied,
“The agreement made in Xirang is there. ” The king said,
“Yes, you remind me. ” Then he dispatched all the military
forces, and designated Gan Mao to be Commander-in-Chief to
attack Yiyang. Finally the troops of Qin conquered it.

155

During the War in Yiyang,Feng Zhang Made a Suggestion
to Qin’s King

During the war in Yiyang, Feng Zhang made a
suggestion to the king of the state of Qin and said, “If we
don’t seize Yiyang, the states of Han and Chu might take
advantage of the exhaustion of our troops to attack us. Thus
our state will be in danger. It would be better if we promise
to present Chu with Hanzhong to please it. If Chu is pleased,
the troops of Chu won’t be dispatched to attack us. Thus the

state of Han will be isolated and therefore cannot pose any
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threat to us.” The king said, “Good idea.” Then he sent
Feng Zhang to Chu and promised to cede Hanzhong to Chu.
Then the troops of Qin occupied Yiyang. The king of Chu
asked Feng Zhang to present him with Hanzhong as he had
promised. Feng Zhang told the king of Qin, “Your Majesty,
please pretend to exile me. Then you can tell the king of the

999

state of Chu,‘l didn’t promise you any land at all.

Gan Mao Launched an Assault Against Yiyang

Gan Mao launched an assault against Yiyang. He beat
the war-drum three times, but the soldiers would not charge
forward. One of the officers under the leadership of the Right
General of the state of Qin told Gan Mao, “If you don’t
reward the soldiers, you will be in trouble. ” Gan Mao said,
“As a foreigner, I was appointed to be prime minister of the
state of Qin,because I have promised the king of Qin to seize
Yiyang. Now I have launched an assault against Yiyang but
couldn’t occupy it. Gongsun Yan and Chu Liji will speak ill
of me within the state, and Gongzhong Peng, the prime
minister of the state of Han, will also take occasion to make
trouble for me from the outside. Thus my career will come to
an end. I will beat the war-drum to encourage officers and
men to charge forward again tomorrow. If Yiyang still cannot
he occupied this way, I will fight to the death and have myself
buried here in Yiyang. ” Then he distributed his own wealth
to add to the amount of money provided by the governemnt to

reward the officers and men. The next day, he beat the war-
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drum to give the order of attacking Yiyang to officers and

men. Eventually,they occupied it.

Before Yiyang Was Occupied

Before Yiyang was occupied, the attacking troops of the
state of Qin suffered severe casualties. Therefore Gan Mao
was thinking of ceasing the military action. Zuo Cheng told
Gan Mao, “You will be denigrated by Chu Liji and Gongsun
Yan within the state. Moreover, outside the state, you have
been at enmity with Gongzhong Peng, the prime minister of
the state of Han. Now if you stop the military action, you
will be in severe trouble. You’d better continue launching
assaults against Yiyang. If Yiyang is occupied, you will be
extremely meritorious. Then Chu Liji and Gongsun Yan
cannot cause any damage to you. In addition, all the people of
the state of Qin will become very angry towards the two of
them since they have provoked and then postponed the assault

2

on Yiyang on purpose.

During the War in Yiyang,Chu Cut Off Ties with Qin and
Allied with Han

During the war in Yiyang, the state of Chu cut off its ties
with the state of Qin and allied with the state of Han. The
king of Qin was afraid. Gan Mao said, “Although Chu has
allied with Han, it won’t fight in the van for the sake of

Han. On the other hand, Han is also afraid that when it is
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engaged in warfare with our state, Chu might conspire
against it and attack its troops in the rear. Han and Chu will
definitely take precautions against each other. Han declared
to build up alliance with Chu but isn’t at enmity with our
state. Thus I know that Han and Chu must take precautions

2

against each other.

The King of Qin Had a Talk with Gan Mho

The king of the state of Qin had a talk with Gan Mao and
said, “Most of the emissaries of the state of Chu are very
sophisticated and persuasive. When they discuss something
with me, I often just cannot find the right words to debate
with them. What shall [do?” Gan Mao said, “Your Majesty,
please don >t worry about that. When sophisticated and
persuasive emissaries are sent here, just don’t follow their
advice. When cowardly emissaries are sent here, make sure
that you will follow all of their ideas. As a result, Chu will
only use cowardly emissaries and therefore no longer employ
the sophisticated and persuasive ones. So you can easily take

tn)

control of them.
Gan Mio Hed from Qin

Gan Mao fled from the state of Qin and was thinking of
going to the state of Qi. After he passed through the Hangu
Valley, he met Su Qin. He asked Su Qin, “Have you heard

of the story of the girls living on the bank of the Yangzi
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River?” Su Qin said, "I haven’t heard of it. ” Gan Mao said,
“One of the girls living on the bank of the Yangzi River was
too poor to buy a candle. The other girls had a talk and
decided to eject the girl having no candle. When the girl
having no candle was about to leave, she told the other girls,
‘Because I cannot afford a candle, I am always the first one to
arrive here to clean the room and place the seats for all of us.
Why are you so mean that you refuse to let me use your
superfluous light? It won’t cause any inconvenience to you. I
personally think that I am useful to you. Why do you want to
eject me?’ The other girls discussed it together and found this
girl’s words reasonable, so they allowed her to stay with
them. Now I am very unworthy and therefore was exiled by
the state of Qin. So I have passed through the Hangu Valley.
I want to be at your service, Sire. Please don’t eject me. ” Su
Qin promised him, “ Good. I will ask the state of Qi to
appoint you to a powerful position. ”

Hence, Su Qin went to the west to persuade the king of
the state of Qin and said, “Gan Mao is a wise and capable
person. He is an extremely outstanding scholar. While he
was staying in Qin, he served several sovereigns of Qin and
held powerful positions. Moreover, from Mount Xiao to the
Xigu Valley, he knows all the details of the natural conditions
of the state of Qin. Therefore, if he could unite the states of
Han and Wei on behalf of the state of Qi to conspire against
the state of Qin, it will pose a severe threat to Qin. ” The
king of Qin said, “If this is the case, what shall I do?” Su Qin

said, “You’d better offer him some generous gifts, a high
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salary and invite him back from the state of Qi. When he
comes back, you can ask him to stay in Huaigu and make sure
that you won’t let him leave the state of Qin for other states
for the rest of his life. In that case, how could other states in
the world conspire against Qin?” The king said, “ Good
idea. ” He then promised to appoint Gan Mao as Shang Qing
(the title of one of the highest-ranking court officials) and
sent people to Qi to escort him back.

However, Gan Mao refused to go back to Qin. Su Qin
had a talk with the king of the state of Qi on his behalf and
said, “Gan Mao is a wise and capable person. Now the king
of the state of Qin has promised to appoint him as Shang Qing
and sent people here to collect him. Nevertheless, Gan Mao
is so grateful to Your Majesty that he refuses to go back to
Qin and wishes to serve in Your Majesty’s government. How
then would Your Majesty treat him? If you don’t let him stay
in our state, he won’t be grateful to you. On the contrary,
(given that Gan Mao returns to Qin,) with his capability,Gan
Mao may order the military forces of the powerful Qin to act
against us, thus causing a severe threat to our state." The

”

king of Qi said, “I see. He then appointed Gan Mao to be

Shang Qing and ordered him to stay in his state.

Gan Mao Was the Prime Minister of Qin

When Gan Mao was the prime minister of the state of

Qin, the king of Qin appreciated Gongsun Yan very much.

Once when the king and Gongsun Yan was chatting with each



[¢]

jy
166

-e-"#amr,H:

“£INEre, K#FF$.7£B :“£JIHa”, & K II U*8?27x T « 1

[4-1f]

7-Y-Oo 7-0.* ab'T"XK*X,-II.:“AX"5"']]$-B1"49

Bit:“ih.S"Vr«,"?,-ti-"B7S«.i‘°"#*f~"-~r4" ., *xad . 4"

2

T>##jrt. E»3].tb* -fAttAi£7 7,0

ti-55S~ITE8EiSS

I'K5C]

bwAsw.wmmsa& o

r4-m1

®5F.S.®#",S-®"T"&-5-":ihte Al*14f'Vr>"TNe ,A""1.218.0 -



other at leisure, the king told Gongsun Yan, “I am going to
appoint you to be the new prime minister. ” An officer under
the leadership of Gan Mao heard of this by chance, then he
told Gan Mao about it. So Gan Mao went to the palace to visit
the king and said, “Your Majesty has obtained a wise and
capable new prime minister, so I will bow to you twice to
congratulate you. ” The king said, “I have entrusted you to
govern my state. How could I get another wise and capable

prime minister?” Gan Mao replied, “Your Majesty is going to

appoint Gongsun Yan to replace me. ” The king asked, “How
do you know this?” Gan Mao answered, " Gongsun Yan
informed me about it in person. ” The king was angry because

he thought that Gongsun Yan had divulged the secret, so he

drove Gongsun Yan out of the state.
Gan Mao Allied Qin with Wei to Attack Chu

Gan Mao allied the state of Qin with the state of Wei to
launch a concerted attack against the state of Chu. Qu Gai,
the general of Chu in charge of confronting the allied troops of
Qin and Wei, hoped to make peace with Qin on behalf of
Chu. The soldiers of Qin opened the portcullis of the Hangu
Valley and let him in. Then Qin took his advice on arranging
a ceasefire between the two sides. Gan Mao warned the king
of Qin, “If we make peace with Chu due to its persuasion, we
should let the state of Wei preside over the ceasefire
negotiations. Otherwise Chu will declare that Qin has

betrayed Wei. Thus Wei will be unhappy with us and
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therefore unite with Chu. If Chu and Wei build an alliance, it
might cause a severe threat to our state. Your Majsety, you’d
better ask Wei to preside over the negotiating process. Thus
Wei will be satisfied. If Wei is not resentful towards Your

tn)

Majesty, we can surely obtain more territory.

The Warfare at Mount Xing

During the warfare at Mount Xing, the state of Zhao was
about to unite with the state of Qin to attack the state of Qi
together. Qi was scared, so the king of Qi sent Tian Zhang to
cede Yangwu to Zhao to make peace with it. Qi also sent
Shunzi (the name of one of the childes of Qi) to Zhao as a
hostage. The king of Zhao was happy with this, so he ceased
military action against Qi. He then informed the king of Qin,
“In order to avoid being attacked, the state of Qi has
presented me with Yangwu and also sent Shunzi here as a
hostage. Hence, I summon up my courage to inform the
inferiors of Your Majesty about it. ”

The king of Qin sent Childe Tuo to Zhao to deliver a
message to the king of Zhao as follows; “The state of Qi
promised to assist your state of Zhao in rescuing the state of
Wei and then broke its word. Qi is not reliable at all. You
considered Qi unrighteous and informed our state about it. In
addition, you have ceded two she to us to provide offerings for
the cerenomies held by our state. Now you are about to stop
military action. Moreover, you also want to make peace with

Qi and accept its land. I cannot understand it! We are going
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to send forty thousand more soldiers to help you in attacking
Qi. Please make up your mind!”

On behalf of the state of Qi, Su Dai wrote a letter to the
prime minister of the state of Qin— Marquis Rang. It said, "I
heard people travelling between our two states say that the
state will send forty thousand more soldiers to assist the state
of Zhao in attacking the state of Qi. I personally think that
my king will definitely say, ‘The king of Qin is wise and
familiar with tactics. Marquis Rang is intelligent and good at
making plans. They will definitely not send forty thousand
more soldiers to assist Zhao in attacking Qi. > Why? Well,
the three states of Han, Zhao and Wei unite with each other,
and all of them are deadly enemies of Qin. Even though these
three states might betray Qin one hundred times, and even
though they might cheat Qin one hundred times, they won’t
consider themselves dishonest or unrighteous. Now you are
going to attack Qi to benefit Zhao. Zhao is a dangerous enemy
of Qin. Thus it is disadvantageous for Qin to do so. This is
my first reason. Certainly the advisors of Qin will say, 6By
ruining Qi and exhausting Han, Zhao and Wei, we can defeat
Han, Zhao, Wei and Chu and take control of them. > As for
the state of Qi, it has already been exhausted. If the other
states launch a concerted attack against Qi, it would be as
easy as shooting a pimple with an extremely sharp and
powerful arrow. Moreover, how can the king of Qin conquer
Han, Zhao, Wei and Chu? This is my second reason. If Qin
sends out a small army to assist Zhao in attacking Qi, Han,

Zhao, Wei and Chu won’t believe that it is powerful enough
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to defeat Qi. If Qin dispatches a huge army, they will take
occasion to attack Qin together and therefore defeat and
overrun Qin. If Qi is scared, instead of yielding to Qin, it
will throw itself into the lap of Han, Zhao, Wei and Chu.
This is my third reason. If Qi cedes its territory to Han,
Zhao, Wei and Chu, the latter will be free from trouble. If Qi
sends out troops to fight in the van for them, Qin will be
attacked. This is my fourth reason. So, it is the states of
Han, Zhao, Wei and Chu that use Qin to ruin Qi and using
Qi to conquer Qin. Why are they so wise but Qi and Qin so
stupid? This is my fifth reason. If Qin can gain Anyi,treat Qi
well and stop its aggression against it, Qin will also be free
from aggression. If Qin seizes Anyi, Han and Wei will lose
control over the area of Shangdang. 4'herefore, you can either
occupy the most important arecas of Han, Zhao and Wei, or
take a big risk and send your troops to attack Qi in great fear
that they might be badly defeated and therefore not be able to
return to Qin. Which choice do you prefer? I personally think
that my king will definitely say, The king of Qin is wise and
familiar with tactics. Marquis Rang is intelligent and good at
making plans. So they definitely will not send forty thousand

more soldiers to assist Zhao in attacking Qi.

Queen Mother Xuan of Qin Had a Clandestine Love A ffair
with Wei Choufu

Queen Mother Xuan of the state of Qin had a clandestine

love affair with Wei Choufu. When the queen mother fell ill
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and was dying, she issued an order which said, “When I am
buried, make sure that Wei Choufu will also be buried alive to
accompany me. ” Wei Choufu was frightened.

Tang Rui went to persuade the queen mother on behalf of
Wei Choufu, and he asked, “Do you think that the dead still
possess sentience?” The queen mother said, “No, I don’t
think so.” Tang Rui continued, “As wise as you are, you
know that the dead don’t possess any sentience at all. You
will also lose sentience, so why do you want the one you love
very much to be buried alive with you when you die? Should
the dead have sentience, our departed sovereign would have
been very angry with you for a long time. Then it would be
too late for you to remedy your own mistakes. How could you
have time to flirt with Wei Choufu then?” The queen mother

said, “Well, I see. ” She then gave up this idea.
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Book 5

The Third Volume on Qin

The Lord of Xue Consulted with Wei Ran on Behalf of the
State of Wei

Tian Wen, the lord of Xue, conferred with Wei Ran, the
prime minister of Qin,on behalf of the state of Wei and said,
“I] heard that Qin’s king is going to send Lu Li to unite with
Qi to rule the whole world together. If this is the case, your
power will be greatly weakened. If Qi and Qin dispatch
troops to approach the states of Han, Zhao and Wei, Lu Li
will definitely become the prime minister of both states
(referring to the states of Qi and Qin). As a result,Lu Li will
become more powerful and influential if you are for uniting
with Qi. Even though Qi might not be attacked by troops of
other states, it will still hate you deeply. You *d better
persuade the king of Qin to allow the troops of our state to
attack Qi. If Qi is defeated, I will ask our sovereign to confer
on you all the land we obtain from Qi. Thus our state of Wei
will become strong, and the king of Qin will be afraid of our
power. So he will value you and ask you to build good
relations with Wei. Even if we obtain Xue from Qi, we are
still not able to counteract Qin. Thus Wei too will value you
in establishing diplomatic relations with Qin. Therefore, not
only will you become meritorious because of defeating Qi,but

you will also become more powerful and influential since you
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will take control over Wei. Not only is Qi defeated and you
are conferred some land, but also the two sovereigns of Qi
and Qin will pay much attention to you. However, if we
don’t defeat Qi and Lii Li is appointed to a powerful position

”

again, you will find yourself at an impasse.

Zao, a Guest of Qin,Talked with Marquis Rang

Zao,a guest of Qin, talked with Marquis Rang and said,
“Qin has conferred Tao on you and has taken control over the
world for several years with your help. If we can attack and
defeat Qi, Tao will become a big state with one hundred
thousand chariots and the leader of all the small states. If you
lead these small states to worship the Son of Heaven, all
other states will submit to your authority. Thus you will be
as powerful as the Five Lord-protectors. If we lose the war
against Qi, Tao will come under severe threat and lose all its
allies. So, winning the war against Qi is crucial, and your
future survival also depends on that. ”

Zao continued, “If you want to launch a war against Qi,
why not send someone to tell the prime minister of Yan,
‘' Even though sages —cannot <create opportunities by
themselves, they will not miss an opportunity when the right
time comes. Wise and capable as Shun was, he could not have
become Son of Heaven without meeting Yao. Wise and
capable as Tang and King Wu were, they could not have
unified the world if they had not lived at the same times as Jie

and Zhou respectively. So, even though people like Shun,
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Tang and King Wu were wise and capable, they could not
have become Di or King if they hadn’t been offered these
great opportunities. Now there is a great opportunity for you
to launch military action against Qi. If you resort to the
support of all the other states to attack Qi— your enemy
state, you can avenge King Hui. You will accomplish the
same achievement as that of King Zhao and be rid of threat for
all forthcoming generations. This is long-term benefit for
Yan, and you can also gain great fame. It is said in
Shangshu, “Make sure to extend your virtue as widely as
possible. Make sure to get rid of the bane as thoroughly as
possible. ”Wu hadn’t destroyed Yue, so Yue destroyed Wu.
Qi hadn >t destroy Yan, so Yan destroyed Qi. Qi was
destroyed by Yan and Wu was destroyed by Yue because
these two states didn’t eradicate the bane thoroughly. Such
great opportunity will not come again. You should take
occasion to make a contribution and get rid of the danger
threatening you. Otherwise, if Qin wunites with Qi, your
enemies will become formidable. If all the enemies launch a
concerted military operation to attack Yan, there will be
nothing you can do to stop it and it will be too late to regret. ’
If you send all the troops of Yan to attack Qi, people all over
the world will follow you just like sons avenging their
beheaded fathers. If you can defeat Qi, you will be conferred
Henan. Then you will have a state with one hundred
thousand chariots. Since it is located in the centre of China,
you can expand in any direction. And since Tao is to your

south, there won’t be any problem in years to come. Please
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concentrate on attacking Qi and don’t think about anything

29

else.

Wei Wen Had a Talk with Wei Ran

Wei Wen had a talk with Wei Ran and said, “Have you
ever heard about the statement of those states located east of
Mount Xiao?” Wei Ran said, “No, 1 haven’t heard about it. ”
Wei Wen said, “Xin Zhang and Yang Wuze went to advise the
king of the state of Wei, Lord Mengchang and Gongshu, and
said, We have carried the shrine of the Element of Wood on
our carriages here to sign the agreement with the Majesties of
your states. Thus there won’t be any problems caused by us
at all. If we breach the agreement, please kill us. However,
we are still worried. The king of the state of Chu has
entrusted his state to Wei Ran, and thus Chu and Qin are
conspiring to attack our state together. This poses a severe
threat to us, and we worry about it very much. > Now you are
going to travel eastward to the state of Chu to discuss
launching an attack on our state together with it. Thus the
words of Xin Zhang will prove to be true. By doing so, you
will threaten your own undertakings. It would be better if
you return to your own state, provide some benefit to Chu
and observe Lord Mengchang’s attitude towards you. If Qin
rejects some wishes set by the states of Han, Wei and Qi,
you can suggest that Qin grant their wishes, then you will
win over these three states. If Lord Mengchang cannot meet

the requirements of Xin Zhang and Yang Wuze, you can plead
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2

for them. Thus you will gain more power.

Someone Suggested What Wei Ran Should Do

Someone suggested to Wei Ran,"If the states of Qin and
Zhao cannot reach a cecasefire with each other, Qin will
dispatch troops to attack Zhao again. Thus Bai Qi will he
appointed to be Commander-in-Chief again. If he wins, you
will be in trouble. If he doesn’t win, Qin will definitely make
peace with Zhao. If you wait till then, you won’t be very
influential in the negotiation. You’d better be committed to
the peace talks immediately. Then you will soon be conferred

tn)

some territory.

Someone Had a Talk with Marquis Rang

Someone had a talk with Marquis Rang and said,
“Regarding your future fief, your best choice would be the
county of Tao. The state of Song is extremely sinful, and the
state of Qi is angry with it. Now you can help attack the
chaotic state of Song, assist the powerful state of Qi and in
the meantime secure your own fief. This 1is a great
opportunity which might be provided only once during one’s

”

lifetime.
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Someone Had a Talk with Wei Ran Regarding Qi Attacking
Chu

Someone had a talk with Wei Ran regarding the state of
Qi attacking the state of Chu. He said, “If the state of Chu is
ruined, the state of Qin won’t be able to resist the state of
Qi. Qin has established diplomatic relations with the states of
Han and Wei for three generations. However, the state of Qi
has only provided some benefit to these two states recently. If
Qi and Qin vie with each other for power, Han and Wei will
support Qi in the east. Thus Qin will be attacked. The state
of Qi own a territory of one thousand square /i located in the
east. The state of Chu includes the areas of the nine Yi
peoples, and it also possesses one thousand square /i of land.
Moreover, Chu possesses the Fuli Fortress in the south and
the Ganyu Pass in the north. As for the two states of Song
and Wei, their territory is only equivalent to A and Juan, the
two counties belonging to the state of Qi, respectively.
Suppose Qi destroy Chu and seize its territory,not only will it
own two thousand square /i of land, but it will also take
control of the people of the area of Yue. How could Qin
contend with it? Besides, Han and Wei will take occasion to
carve up Fangcheng and encroach on the county of Deng. If
these two states launch an attack on Qin together, these
allied troops will be formidable enough to pose a severe threat

to Qin even without the reinforcements of Qi. ”
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The Allied Forces of the Five States Ceased Military Action

Against Qin in Chenggao

The allied forces of the five states of Han, Zhao, Wei,
Chu and Qi launched an attack against the state of Qin. The
two sides reached a ceasefire in Chenggao. The king of Qin
wanted to ask the states of Han and Wei to appoint Lord
Chengyang as their mutual prime minister. Howerve, Han
and Wei disagreed. On behalf of Wei Ran, Queen Mother
Xuan went to consult with the king of Qin and said, “Because
of Your Majesty, Lord Chengyang was thrown out of power.
Afterward,he went to Qi. Now you see his great power and
therefore hope to win him over. Do you think he will be
impressed with this?” The king said, “No,I don’t think so. ”
The queen mother said, “You didn’t buy him off when he
was in need. Now you are going to do him a big favour
because of the power he now possesses. I am afraid that he
won’t support you at all. What’s more, if you really grant
this big honour to Lord Chengyang, you will hurt our

relations with Han and Wei. ”

Wang Ji Recommended Fan Ju to Qin

Owing to Wang Ji’s recommendation, Fan Ju went to
the state of Qin. Fan Ju wrote a letter to King Zhao of Qin,
which said, “I have heard that when a wise sovereign is in
power, meritorious people have to accept rewards and

talented people have to be employed by the government.
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People who have done a lot of work should enjoy generous
salaries,people who have made great contributions should be
conferred high ranks, and people capable of governing should
be appointed to positions of great power. Thus those who are
incapable won’t dare maintain their posts, and the talented
will not conceal their capability. If you regard my viewpoints
as correct and practical, you can implement them and they
will benefit the state of Qin dramatically. If you don’t want
to carry them out, then it is of no use to keep me here for a
long time. As the saying goes, ‘Ordinary sovereigns will
reward those he likes personally and punish those he dislikes.
By contrast, wise sovereigns will definitely reward
meritorious people and punish the sinful. ° Now neither my
chest nor my waist is strong enough to protect me from being
killed by the executioner’s axe on the chopping block,I would
be stupid to confront Your Majesty with dubious theories.
Even though you might look down upon me or humiliate me
because of my low status, don’t you care whether or not the
words of my introducer will prove true in reality?”

Fan Ju continued, “I heard that the state of Zhou used to
possess the precious jade called Di E,the state of Song used to
possess the precious jade called Jie Lu,the state of Wei used
to possess the precious jade called Xuan Li, and the state of
Chu used to possess the precious jade called He Pu. They are
the four most precious jades in the world. However, at first,
artisans didn *t think that they are priceless. Later, they
became famous treasures known to people all over the world.

Nonetheless, they were discarded by some wise sovereigns.
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Couldn’t they benefit a state dramatically?”

Fan Ju wrote further,“l have heard that a person good at
benefiting his own family would employ talented people of his
state to maintain his wealth; a sovereign clever at benefiting
his state would employ capable people from other states to
govern his own state. If there is a wise sovereign existing in
the world,other states’ sovereigns won’t be able to keep all
benefit to themselves. Why? Well, a wise sovereign is able to
deprive other sovereigns’ wealth and possessions to benefit
himself and his state. An excellent doctor can foretell
whether a patient will live or die. A wise sovereign can
foresee whether his efforts will succeed or result in failure.
He will take action to fulfill an wundertaking if it is
advantageous. He will give it up if it might cause damage. He
will try it to a certain extent if he is not sure whether it will
be advantageous or disadvantageous. If people like Yao,
Shun, Yu and Tang could come back to life again, they would
also act the same way! There are also some words coming
from the depths of my heart, but I dare not write them down
in this letter. Regarding those shallow arguments, [ don’t
think they are useful enough to you. I guess due to my
stupidity, perhaps my viewpoints don’t accord with the
innermost thoughts of Your Majesty. Or maybe my introducer
is of too low status to offer any useful advice? If it is not the
case, I hope that you can find some time so that I can pay a
visit to you and tell you my ideas face to face. ”

When this letter was presented to the king, the king was

very satisified with it. So he thanked Wang Ji for
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recommending Fan Ju and sent a carriage to carry Wang Ji

back to the palace.

Fan Ju Arrived in Qin

Fan Ju arrived in Qin, where the king welcomed him at
court and told him, “I have wished to listen to your advice in
person for some time. Recently I have been busy because of
the war in Yiqu. I visited the queen mother almost every day
to ask for instructions. Now that the war in Yiqu is over, I
have time to listen to your advice. I consider myself muddle-
headed and want to treat you according to our etiquette

tn)

between host and guest. Fan Ju expressed his thanks and
refused to press the king to do so.

On the day Fan Ju was interviewed by the king, everyone
who witnessed the reception was terrified and changed their
expressions. The king of Qin asked all the people at court to
leave. When only the two of them— Fan Ju and the king—
were left there, the king knelt down and said, “What are you
going to teach me. Sire?” Fan Ju just said, “Oh, Oh!” After
a while, the king begged for his instructions again,hut Fan Ju
said “Oh, Oh” again. He didn’t give any concrete answer
even though the king asked for a third time.

The king of Qin knelt down before Fan Ju for a long time
and said, “Why don’t you give me some instructions?”

Fan Ju appologized, “I dare not offend you by doing so. I
heard that the first time King Wen met Lii Shang, Lii was

nothing but a fisherman busy catching fish along the Weishui
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River. That happened because the two of them didn’t know
each other at that time. But after they had a talk, King Wen
appointed Lii Shang to be his tutor and drove Lii back to his
court with the royal carriage. That happened because they
had exchanged their views deeply and thoroughly. Hence,
King Wen accomplished great achievements with Lii Shang’s
help. As a result, he unified the world and became a King.
Suppose King Wen had stood off from Lii Shang and not
spoken deeply with him, the Son of Heaven of the Zhou
Dynasty would not have established his virtue, and King Wen
and King Wu would not have been able to become Kings. As
for me, [ am a foreigner wishing to serve in your government.
I am not close to Your Majesty. What I am going to say is all
about how to correct the errors of a sovereign and about your
relationship with your relatives. I want to express my views
to show my loyalty. However, I don’t know what is on your
mind. So 1 didn’t answer your question though you have
asked it three times. It is not because that I was afraid of
something different and did not dare to express my opinions,
even though I know I would be sentenced to death because of
the arguments I hold, I am not afraid. If Your Majesty can
take my advice, I won’t care even if you sentence me to death
nor worry that you may exile me. And I won’t feel shamed
even though my body may be smeared with lacquer and
develop a rash, or I may wear long hair and become insane.
The Five Di Ancestors were extremely wise, but they have
died. The Three King Ancestors were extremely benevolent,

but they have died. The Five Lord-protectors were extremely
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capable, but they have died. Wu Huo was extremely strong,
but he has died. Meng Ben and Xia Yu were extremely brave,
but they have also died. Everyone will die some day. Bearing
this in mind, my most ambitious wish is to do something for
the state of Qin. Why should I worry about anything else?
Wu Zixu put himself in a bag and escaped from Zhao Guan.
He lay quietly during the day and fled at night. When he
arrived by the Ling Shui River, he didn’t have any food,so he
crawled to the market of Wu to cadge some. Finally,the state
of Wu became very strong with his help and He Lu,the king
of Wu,became one of the Lord-protectors. If I can help you
prepare the tactics just like Wu Zixu did for He Lu, and you
can take my advice, I won’t care even if I were put into
prison and never see you again for the rest of my life. Jizi and
Jie Yu smeared themselves with lacquer and their bodies
developed a rash. They also wore long hair to pretend to be
insane. But their acts were not helpful to the Shang Dynasty
and the state of Chu. If I can do something to help the king I
admire the most, even if [ might have to smear my body with
lacquer just like Jizi and Jie Yu did, I would still consider it a
great honour. How can [ feel ashamed? The only thing I
worry about is that when other scholars see me lose my life
because I want to serve Your Majesty with loyalty, they will
keep silent and give up their plans to come to Qin to serve
you. You are threatened by the power of your queen mother
and confused by the feints of disloyal court officials. You live
in the big palace and your everyday needs are taken care of by

maids and servants. Thus you will be cheated all your lifetime
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and there is noone to inform you about the corrupt and evil
conduct of the wicked court officials. This will lead to the
perdition of your state or at least isolate you and put you in
danger. That’s what I worry about. As to the poverty and
humiliation I may suffer, or even death, I don’t dare to
consider these things. 1 would like to die as long as Qin can
be put in order. ”

The king of Qin knelt down and said, “Why did you say
so, master? Qin is located far away from the centre of China,
and I am very unwise and unworthy. I am so lucky that you
have come here. You are here to help me and my state due to
the will of Heaven. I have the chance to listen to your
instructions, which 1is a great favour of Heaven to our
deceased king since Heaven will notleave me in oblivion.
Why did you say that, master? I wantto know your
viewpoints on everything, no matter how big or small. And
please don’t hesitate to tell me your innermost opinion on the
queen mother and high-ranking court officials. Please don ’t
doubt my sincerity. ” Fan Ju bowed to the king twice, and
the king did the same to Fan Ju.

Fan Ju said, “As for the state of Your Majesty, there are
Ganquan and Gukou in the north, the Jingshui River and the
Weishui River in the south, Longdi (referring to a big slope
in the area of Long) and Shudao on the right side and Hangu
Valley and Longban on the left. You also have one thousand
chariots and one million warriors. With the valor of your
troops and the legions of your chariots and cavalvy, attacking

other states is like driving Han Lu (the name of a kind of dog
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which can run extremely swiftly in Chinese legend) to chase a
lame hare. Thus you can establish a most powerful state or
even unify the world. But at present, your state is closed to
international intercourse and you don > t dare to launch
military action against other states located east of Mount
Xiao. This is due to the disloyalty of Marquis Rang, but you
also have made some faux pas yourself. ”

The king said, “Please tell me about my mistakes. ”

Fan Ju said, “You are going to send your troops to
march through Han and Wei to attack the powerful Qi. This
is unwise. If you don’t send enough troops, you cannot cause
any damage to Qi. If you send too many troops, that will be
disadvantageous for Qin. I guess your plan is to send a small
army and ask Han and Wei to send all their troops to join you
in military action. That is unrighteous. Now you see that the
allied states are not faithful. Can you cross other states to
attack your enemy? This is not practical! Previously, the
troops of Qi attacked Chu. They defeated the troops of Chu,
killed their general and occupied one thousand Li of land.
Nevertheless, they could not keep even one cun of land to
themselves. They wanted to keep the land, but they couldn’t
hold it. Other states’ sovereigns saw that the troops of Qi
were exhausted and that Qi ’s sovereign and court officials
were not close to each other, so they sent allied troops to
attack it. As a result, the troops of Qi suffered a debacle and
the sovereign himself was humiliated and derided by people all
over the world. That happened because Qi attacked Chu, but

Han and Wei benifited from this war. That is the so-called



s 1

sN? g #,0 m "k *Ex xk , MH«N, W/ x A"S5car . |1 T
M W, KAXEJI'X & B U I

MSmarx , "58!a1Ne ,

tm:ulll A & wi <w £ "m & , Il A *m % 0 m m a m a u?:z

WNe B:uSINITbuXU2.0 "iivaTm&3:, *"nl*"*ifn"Zo”"

[Ai21

SLIL M#t 6 £

-f's, ~ 4 - # g i " 4 t ® "

#XK ,*A5£ a

ANfer M-8t MAMS5 e ® e 3FR'MW T, #@N41.®«.4"kX *

W AT



lending bandits weapons and giving thieves food. You ’d
better establish close diplomatic relations with distant states
and attack those located nearby. Thus if you occupy one cun
of land, you can keep one cun to yourself;if you occupy one
chi of land, you can keep one chi to yourself. But you are
planning to attack distant states. Isn 't it wrong to do so?
Previously, the land of Zhongshan measured five hundred /.
Zhao owned it exclusively. Thus Zhao accomplished a great
achievement, gained a high reputation and also obtained huge
profit. No other states could cause any damage to Zhao. Now
Han and Wei are located in the centre of China, and these
areas are also the hinge (referring to the prime importance
and most advantageous natural situation of the states of Han
and Wei) of the world. If you want to establish a most
powerful state, you should build your state in this central
area and become the hinge of the world. Thus you can
threaten Chu and Zhao. If Zhao becomes powerful, Chu will
submit to your authority. If Chu becomes powerful, Zhao will
submit to your authority. If both Chu and Zhao submit to
your authority, Qi will be terrified. Thus Qi will humbly beg
for unity with us and also generously present us with valuable
gifts. Accordingly,we can easily destroy Han and Wei if Qi is
obedient to us. ”

The king said, “I want to establish diplomatic relations
with Wei, but Wei is very inconsistent. I cannot feel close to
it. How can [ make Wei close to me? ” Fan Ju said, “Humbly
ask for unity with it and present it with generous gifts. If this

doesn’t work, cede some land to bribe it. If this also doesn’t
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work, send troops to attack it. ” So Qin dispatched troops to
attack Xingqiu and occupied it. After that, Wei begged to
submit to Qin’s authority.

Fan Ju said, “ The territories of Qin and Han are
interlocked. To Qin.Han is somewhat the same as the moths
living in a piece of wood, or like a severe heart disease of a
human being. If there is an accident some day, no other
states can cause as much damage to Qin as Han. So you’d
better buy over Han. ” The king said, "I want to buy over
Han, but Han doesn’t listen to me. What shall I do then?”
Fan Ju said, “Dispatch our troops to attack Xingyang, then
the road to Chenggao will be cut. Block the path on Mount
Taihang, then the troops stationed in Shangdang cannot
approach here. If we launch military action and occupy
Xingyang, the state of Wei will be cut into three parts. When
Han realizes that it will be destroyed, it will not refuse to
listen to you. If Han listens to you, you can establish a most
powerful state. ” The king said, “Very good. ”

Fan Ju said, “When I stayed east of the mountain, I only
heard that Qi had Tian Dan, but didn’t hear that Qi also had
a king. Now I hear that Qin has the queen mother, Marquis
Rang, the lord of Jingyang and the lord of Huayang, but
don’t hear that Qin also has a king. The person who takes
firm control over his state can be addressed as King. The
person who thoroughly maintains power over the throne can
be addressed as King. The person who dominates the life and
death of the people can be addressed as King. Now the queen

mother does everything according to her own will. Marquis
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Rang sends emissaries on diplomatic missions and doesn ’t
report to you about it. The lord of Jingyang and the lord of
Huayang make important decisions themselves without taking
Your Majesty into consideration. When a state has these four
people, it is in danger. Because of these people, your subjects
will ignore you. How can you maintain power over the state?
How can you issue orders and make people follow them? I
heard that4if a sovereign is good at governing his state, he
will consolidate his prestige inside the palace and solidify his
power outside ’. Depending on Your Majesty’s power, the
emissaries of Marquis Rang can make important agreements
and exchange tallies with other states’ sovereigns. If they
want to launch military action against their enemy or attack
other states, no one dares to disobey them. If they win a
war, all benefit is attributed to Tao. Thus our state becomes
exhausted, and therefore will probably be controlled by other
states. If they lose a war and the people are hostile towards
them, they will blame it on the regime. It is said in Shijing,
‘If a tree bears too much fruit, its branches will break. If the
branches break, the trunk will be damaged. If big fiefs are
conferred on high-ranking court officials, the state will be in
danger. If court officials are overly powerful, the sovereign
will become powerless. > After Zhuo Chi took control of the
state of Qi, he took out the tendons of Qi’s king and then
hung the king on the beam of the ancestral temple. The king
died after a night. When Li Dui took over Zhao, he didn’t
give King Wuling of Zhao enough to eat, and the king starved

to death one hundred days later. Now in Qin, the queen
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mother and Marquis Rang are in power. The lord of Gaoling
and the lord of Jingyang assist them. As a result, the king
exists in name only. These people and Zhuo Chi, Li Dui are
birds of a feather. I know that you are isolated. And I am
afraid that after Your Majesty passes away, the people who
will be enthroned won’t be your own descendants. ”

The king was terrified by these words. So he
disempowered the queen mother, exiled Marquis Rang,
banished the lord of Gaoling and drove the lord of Jingyang
out of the Hangu Valley.

King Zhao told Fan Ju, “Previously, Duke Huan of Qi
won over Guan Zhong and called him Second Father. Now I

2

am going to treat you as my Second Father.

Marquis Ying Had a Talk with King Zhao

Marquis Ying had a talk with King Zhao of the state of
Qin. He said, “Have you ever heard about the story of Shen
Cong (referring to a shrine with woods around it) in the area
of Hengsi? Once there was a brave boy in Hengsi. He asked
Cong to play dice with him. He said, ‘If I win, you should
lend your deity to me for three days. If I lose the game, you
can punish me. > Then he threw the dice with his left hand on
behalf of Cong and threw it with his right hand for himself.
And he won the game. So Cong lent him the deity. Three
days later,Cong went to ask for the deity back. But the boy
refused to return it. Five days later, Cong started to wither.

Seven day later, Cong died. Now the state of Qin is Your
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Majesty’s Cong, and the authority over the state is Your
Majesty’s deity. If you devolve the authority over the state to
others, how can you stay free from danger? I have never
heard that one’s finger could be bigger than his arm, or one’
s arm bigger than his thigh. Suppose there were someone
really like that, he would soon die. When one hundred people
run holding a Piao (referring to a kind of utensil made of
gourd and used to fetch water), they are not faster than a
person carrying the Piao and walking quickly. If one hundred
people hold a Piao together, the Piao will certainly crack.
Now in the state of Qin, Lord Huayang is in power, Marquis
Rang is in power, the queen mother is in power, and Your
Majesty is also in power. You haven’t sized up this situation
properly. If you take the facts into account, you will find that
the state of Qin will definitely be divided up by other states. I
have heard, ‘If a tree bears a huge amount of fruit, its
branches will break. If the branches are broken, the trunk
will also be damaged. If the capital of a state is overly large,
it will pose a threat to the state. If high-ranking court
officials are overly powerful, they will cause damage to the
sovereign. ° Look, in our capital, from the low-ranking
officials with a daily salary of around one clou of grain, to
Junwei (the title of a kind of officer in Qin’s army), Neishi
(the title of a kind of high-ranking court official of Qin) and
even those court officials around you, is there anyone not
manipulated by the prime minister? No! When the state is at
peace, you can enjoy your life here. If there is ever an

emergency, | can foresee that you will certainly be isolated at
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court. I personally worry about you very much. I am also
afraid that after you pass away, the new sovereign might not
be your own offspring!

I heard that in ancient times, sovereigns adept at
governing their states would strengthen their powers at court
and appoint those who were really loyal to them to help them
govern their states outside the court. Thus their states would
be in order and free from chaos or rebellion. Emissaries sent
to other states would comply with the law and behave
decently. They would dare not commit any misconduct.
However, nowadays the emissaries sent by the queen mother

b}

aim at carving up other states territory to benefit
themselves. They distribute tallies all across the world. By
taking firm control of the might of the powerful state of Qin,
they use our formidable military forces to attack other states.
They win every war and occupy every place they want.
However, all the profit they gain have been transferred to
Tao. AIll the wealth of our state is in the hands of the queen
mother. And the advantages of the state are devolved to Lord
Huayang. According to the sages of ancient times, this is the
starting point of the path leading to the most severe danger
for a sovereign and the ruin of his state. These three
aforementioned powerful aristocrats will exhaust our state to
benefit themselves. Therefore, how can your edicts be carried
out? How can you ensure that your power not be taken by
others? Therefore, in fact, you only possess a third of the

”

power of our state.
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Qin Planned to Attack Han and Besiege Xing

The state of Qin planned to attack the state of Han and
besiege the area of Xing in Han. Fan Ju suggested to King
Zhao of Qin, “Some people attack other states in order to
subjugate their people. Some people attack other states in the
hope of obtaining their territory. Marquis Rang has launched
ten attacks against Wei but failed to pose any substantial
threat to it. It is not that Qin is weak and Wei is powerful,
but that the marquis intend to gain Wei’s territory. Territory
is most cherished by all sovereigns. For the sake of the
sovereigns, their subjects would willingly fight to the death.
Aiming at seizing things most cherished by other sovereigns
and therefore fighting those who would be ready to fight to
the death for the sake of their sovereigns, Marquis Rang
couldn’t defeat Wei although he has taken military action for
ten times. Now Your Majesty is about to attack Han and
besiege Xing. I hope that instead of focusing on gaining its
territory, Your Majesty will aim at attacking some particular
persons. Therefore you can launch the assault on Han under
the guise of attacking Zhang Yi. If Zhang Yi is very
powerful, he will cede some territory to remedy the offences
he has committed against you. Thus Han will lose almost all
its territory after several cessions. If Zhang Yi is not that
powerful, you can drive him out of Han. Then you can
negotiate with those who are less intelligent than Zhang Yi.

As a result, you can gain whatever you want from the state of
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Han.

Marquis Ying Said That People in Zheng Called

Unprocessed Jade Pu

Marquis Ying said, “People in the state of Zheng call
unprocessed jade Pu. People of the state of Zhou call
unmarinated dead rats Pu (these two Pus are of different
meanings although they have the same pronunciation in
Chinese). Once a person from Zhou carrying some Pu
encountered a merchant from Zheng. He asked the merchant,
‘Do you want to buy some Pu?’ The merchant replied, ‘Oh,
yes. ’ Then the man showed his Pu. The merchant looked at
it and found that it was a dead rat, so he refused to purchase
it. Nowadays, Lord Pingyuan considers himself famous all
over the world due to his wisdom and capability. However,
he degraded King Wuling of the state of Zhao,made him stay
in the area of Shaqiu and regard him as one of the court
officials of  his successor, or the new sovereign.
Nevertheless, sovereigns in the world still respect him very
much. Hence, sovereigns in the world are indeed not as
intelligent as the merchant from the state of Zheng. They are
confused by inflated names and titles but have no idea of

reality. ”

Scholars of the World Met in Zhao to Plan Hezong

In order to launch a concerted attack on the state of Qin,
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scholars of the world held a meeting in the state of Zhao to
plan the strategy of Hezong. Marquis Ying, the prime
minister of Qin,approached the king of Qin and said, “Please

s

don’t worry, Your Majesty. Please allow me to thwart
them. Regarding the relationship between our state of Qin
and scholars of the world, I am sure that they are not bitter
towards us. The reason why they have met together to plan
to attack us lies in the fact that they hope to gain power and
wealth for themselves by doing so. Your Majesty, please take
a look at your dogs. Some are lying on the ground. Some are
standing  still. Some are walking around. Some are
motionless. They live in peace. However, if you throw a
bone into the kennel, they will bite and fight each other for
it. Why? Because they all want to seize the bone. ” Then the
king of Qin sent Tang Ju to Zhao along with a musical band
and five thousand yi of gold. Tang Ju sojourned in Wu’an,
gave a luxurious banquet and invited all the scholars. Then he
asked them, “Of those from Handan, who is going to accept
the gold?” So,those taking the lead in advocating Hezong and
therefore conspiring against Qi certainly didn’t get the gold.
All that obtained the gold became friendly to Qin as if they
were brothers.

(Marquis Ying told Tang Ju,) “Your contribution to the
state is judged by how much gold you have distributed, and
we don’t care who the recipients are. The more gold you give
away, the more meritorious you are. Now [ am going to send
someone to accompany you there again along with another five

thousand yi of gold. ” Tang Ju arrived in Wu’an again. Even
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before he gave away three thousand yi of gold, scholars from

all over the world started to vie with each other for gold.

Su Dai Asked Marquis Ying Whether or Not Lord Wu’an

Had Captured the Son of Lord Mafu

Su Dai asked Marquis Ying, “Has Lord Wu’an captured
the son of Lord Mafu?” “Yes. Did he immediately besiege
Handan after that?”“Yes. ”“If the state of Zhao is ruined, the
king of the state of Qin will unify the whole world and
address himself as King. Lord W u’an will also become one of
the Three Dukes. Lord W u’an has defeated and occupied
more than seventy cities and towns for the state of Qin. He
ruined the capital of Yan, the capital of Ying and Hanzhong
in the south. He badly defeated the troops of the state of
Zhao under the leadership of Lord Mafu. However, his own
troops didn’t suffer any casualties at all. People like Duke
Zhou, Duke Zhao and Lii Wang couldn’t be more meritorious
than him! If Zhao is ruined, the king of Qin will address
himself as King, and Lord W u’an will become one of the
Three Dukes. How can you tolerate the fact that you will
become less powerful and influential than him? Although you
cannot bear it, there is nothing you can do about it! Once Qin
attacked Xing of the state of Han and besieged Shangdang.
However, all the people of Shangdang escaped to the nearby
territory belonging to the state of Zhao. For a long time,
people all over the world avoided being subjects of the state of

Qin! Now if you attack the state of Zhao, the northern
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territory of Zhao will be seized by the state of Yan, the
eastern areas will be taken over by the state of Qi, and the
southern areas will be occupied by the states of Chu and Wei.
Thus the state of Qin will only gain very little. So, you’d
better take occasion to give up military action and ask Zhao to
cede some land to Qin. Thus you can avoid this contribution

being attributed to Lord Wu’an. ”

Marquis Ying Lost His Fief in Runan of Han

Marquis Ying lost his fief located in the area of Runan of
state of Han. King Zhao of the state of Qin asked Marquis
Ying, “Now you have lost your fief. Are you worried about
it?” Marquis Ying said, “I don’t worry about it at all. ” The
king asked, “Why?” Marquis Ying replied, “Once in the
state of Wei, there was a person named Dongmen Wu. His
son died, but he didn’t appear melancholy at all. A man
helping him care for his family asked him, ‘No one in the
world takes better care of his son that you did. Now your son
is dead, but you are not melancholy. Why?’ Dongmen Wu
said, “Well, previously, I experienced a time without a son
(referring to the time before his son was born). I was not
melancholy at that time. Now my son has died, so life is the
same as before my son was born. Why should I be sad now ?’
I didn’t have any fief before. At that time,I was not worried.
Now even though I lost Runan, [ am in a position similar to
that of Dongmen Wu. Life is still the same compared to the

time when I didn ’t possess any fief. Why should I worry
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about it?”

The king didn’t agree with him, so he told Meng Ao
about it. He said, “As for me, whenever one of my cities or
towns is besieged by an enemy army, I always worry about it
very much. I can neither enjoy my meals nor sleep well. Now
Marquis Ying has lost his fief, but he said he didn’t worry
about it at all. Is this his true feelings?” Meng Ao said,
“Well, I will find out his true feelings. ”

Meng Ao then went to visit the marquis and said, “I
want to die!” Marquis Ying said, “Why did you say that?”
Meng Ao said, “The king of our state of Qin regards you as
his mentor. Everyone in the world knows it, needless to say
the people of the state of Qin. Now as a Commander-in-Chief
appointed by the king of our state of Qin, I should command
our troops to attack enemy states. Han is a small and weak
state. How dare it act so disobediently and take over your
fief? 1°d rather choose to die. ” Marquis Ying bowed towards
Meng Ao and said, “Please reoccupy my fief for me!” Meng
Ao told King Zhao about this.

After that, whenever Marquis Ying talked about
something relative to the state of Han, King Zhao of Qin
wouldn’t listen to him, because he thought that the marquis

was only trying to reoccupy his fief in Runan.

The Troops of Qin Attacked Handan

The troops of Qin attacked Handan but they didn ’t

occupy it even after seventeen months. A man called Zhuang
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told Wang Ji, “Why not reward the officers and men?” Wang
Ji said, “I only follow the king’s order and won’t listen to
anyone else. ” Zhuang said, “I don’t think you are right. A
son can surely follow some orders issued by his father. But
there are some orders that cannot be followed any way. If the
father said, 4Get rid of your cherished wife and sell your
beloved concubine’ ,this order can be followed. However, if
the father orders further, ‘ You should not miss them’, this
order can definitely not be carried out. The old female porter
says,6A young woman takes back a young man at night. ’
After the cherished wife is divorced and the beloved concubine
is sold, it is not possible for the son to forget them totally.
And it is natural for human beings to spread rumours to
attack others. Even though the sovereign cherishes you very
much, the relationship between you two is not as close as that
of son and father. Even though your officers and men are
powerless, they are not inferior to the old female porter.
Moreover, you have looked down upon your inferiors for a
long time because the sovereign regards you highly. I heard
that 6if three people say there is a tiger in a place,others will
believe there is really a tiger. If ten people bend a tree-trunk,
it will become crooked. Rumours spread by many people can
fly high in the sky even though they don’t have wings’. So I
said that you’d better reward your officers and men. ” Wang
Ji didn’t listen to him. When the officers and men were at the
end of their tether, they spread a rumour that Wang Ji and
Du Zhi were going to rebel.

The king of Qin was very angry and wanted to sentence
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Fan Ju to death along with Wang Ji and Du Zhi. Fan Ju said,
“l am from the east and used to be a person of low status. I
offended the state of Wei and fled from Wei to Qin for
shelter. I didn’t have any support from other sovereigns, nor
was 1 backed by any relatives or old friends. Your Majesty
appointed me to a powerful position and asked me to manage
government affairs. People all over the world know my
background and your elevation of me. Now I am hoodwinked
by the offenders and share the same accusation with them. If
you openly sentence me to death, you will simply show people
all over the world that you elevated me wrongly, and you be
derided by other sovereigns. [°d rather ask your permission
to let me take poison to kill myself. But please assure me that
my funeral be held according to the standard for a prime
minister. Thus you won >t miss the chance to punish my
misdeed, and will also avoid being accused of elevating a
wrong person. ~” The king said, “ Your argument seems
reasonable. ” So he not only didn’t sentence Fan to death, but

treated him better.

Cai Ze Was Driven Out of Zhao

Cai Ze was driven out of Zhao, so he went to Han and
Wei. His cooking pots were plundered in the way. He heard
that people recommended by Marquis Ying such as Zheng
Anping and Wang Ji had committed severe crimes and the
marquis felt very sorry in his heart because of that. So he

travelled westward to Qin. He was going to visit King Zhao,
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but he sent someone to openly make an announcement to
irritate Marquis Ying as follows; “Cai Ze»a guest from Yan,
is the most talented and persuasive talker in the world. Once
he meets the king of Qin, the king will definitely appoint him
to be prime minister and dismiss you from office.

When Marquis Ying heard that, he sent someone to aks
Cai Ze to pay a visit to him. When Cai Ze arrived at Marquis
Ying’s place, he just clasped his hands and bowed to the
marquis. Marquis Ying was angry with him. It was the first
time he met Cai, but Cai behaved very arrogantly. Marquis
Ying reprimanded him, “It is said that you have openly
announced that you are going to replace me to be prime
minister. Is that true?” Cai Ze said, “Yes, it’s true.”
Marquis Ying said, “Please explain it to me. ” Cai Ze said,
“Oh, you are not provident at all! The four seasons come in
turn, and each season fades away after performing its
function. Don’t all scholars hope that they are born with
excellent hearing and eyesight, physically strong and
spiritually wise?” Marquis Ying said, “Yes, that’s right.”
Cai Ze said, “Don’t all the wise and persuasive talkers desire
to adhere to the principles of benevolence and righteousness,
extend Tao, make beneficial policy all over the world, have
people admire and respect them, and willing to regard them
as rulers?” Marquis Ying said, “Yes, that’s right. ” Cai Ze
continued, “As to obtaining wealth, power, fame and putting
a myriad things in order, having longevity, enjoying innate
lifespan and avoiding dying young, making sure that the great

undertaking can come down endlessly and the high reputation
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can be maintained and remembered by all the forthcoming
generations, aren 't these things in accordance with the
essentials of Tao and addressed as auspicious and kind deeds
by sages?” Marquis Ying said, “Yes, that’s right.” Cai Ze
said, “As for the lord of Shang of Qin, Wu Qi of Chu, and
Zhong,a high-ranking court official of Yue, we can say that

”

these people had fulfilled their wishes. Marquis Ying
realized that Cai Ze was going to outwit him, so he said, "Of
course we can say that. Gongsun YangCthe name of the lord
of Shang) served King Xiao of Qin with perfect loyalty. He
was very selfless, dispensed rewards and punishments
impartially and put the state in order. He served the king
tooth and nail and showed his deep feelings towards the state.
He would rather bear all dissatisfaction and denouncement by
himself. He also cheated his old friend for the sake of his
state. As a result, he held Childe Ang of Wei captive,
defeated his troops and seized one thousand Li of land from
Wei. When Wu Qi was serving at the court of King Dao of
Chu, under his supervision, no one could take advantage of
the state for selfish purposes and no slander could defame the
loyal people. He always expressed himself truthfully and did
everything he considered right. He complied with the
principle of righteousness and overlooked all praise and
blame. In order to build a most powerful state, he would do
anything to help the sovereign and strengthen the state even
though he might find himself in trouble or danger. When
Zhong was serving the king of Yue, he treated the king heart

and soul even though the king was in hot water and suffered
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humiliation. He tried his best to work for the king and did
not leave him even though the king was on the verge of being
overthrown. He didn >t appear proud even though he was
very meritorious. He was not arrogant even though he was
extremely powerful and wealthy. These three people were
extremely righteous and loyal. So, gentlemen gain a high
reputation at the cost of their own lives. They will do
anything to uphold righteousness and will not regret it. Why
can’t we say that they have fulfilled their wishes?” Cai Ze
said, "If an emperor is sage and his high-ranking court
officials are capable, this is good luck for people all over the
world. If a soverecign is wise and his high-ranking court
officials are loyal, this is good luck for people all over the
state. If the father is kind, the son dutiful, the husband
honest and the wife chaste, this is good fortune for a family.
However, even though Bi Gan was loyal, he could not
prevent the Yin Dynasty from being toppled. Even though
Wu Zixu was wise, he could not prevent Wu from being
destroyed. Even though Shen Sheng was dutiful, he could not
stop the disorder in Jin. Therefore, a state might also be
ruined or find itself in disorder even though it has loyal court
officials and dutiful sons. What’s the reason? Because there
is no wise sovereign or capable father to listen to them. As a
result, people all over the world will deride the sovereign and
the father but show their sympathy to the loyal officials and
dutiful sons. If a high reputation could only be gained because
of loyalty after one lost his life, Weizi Qi may have not been

benevolent enough, Kongzi may have not been sage enough.
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and Guan Zhong may have not been great enough. ” Thus
Marquis Ying admired Cai’s argument.

Cai Ze had a rest, then he continued, “As high-ranking
court officials, the lord of Shang, Wu Qi and Zhong had
served their sovereigns with loyalty and made great
contributions. They can be regarded as having fulfilled their
wishes. Didn’t Hong Yao and Duke Zhou also served King
Wen and King Cheng with loyalty respectively? Regarding the
relationship between sovereigns and their court officials,
which group do you think were more close to their
sovereigns, the lord of Shang, Wu Qi and Zhong, or Hong
Yao and Duke Zhou? »” Marquis Ying said, “The lord of
Shang, Wu Qi and Zhong were not so close to their
sovereigns as the latter. ” Cai Ze said, “As far as kindness,
benevolence, appointing loyal officials to powerful positions
and not cheating old friends are concerned, what do you think
of your sovereign in comparison with King Xiao of Qin, King
Dao of Chu and King Gou Jian of Yue? ” Marquis Ying said,
“I don’t know. ” Cai Ze said, “It is true that your sovereign is
also close to loyal court officials. But he is not better than
King Xiao of Qin, King Dao of Chu and King Gdu Jian of Yue
in this respect. You have put down rebellions, settled
problems and rid your sovereign of troubles. You have also
enlarged the territory and produced more grain, enriched both
your state and the people and strengthened your sovereign.
You are the most powerful person in the world, and your
contribution is known by people living more than ten

thousand Li away. Nonetheless, you are not as meritorious as
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the lord of Shang, Wu Qi and Zhong. However, your salary
is much higher than theirs, your position is more powerful,
and your family is much richer. You still want to maintain
your position and have no plan to resign. I personally consider
it dangerous for you. It is said in a saying, ‘The sun will
descend after it reaches the highest point at noon. The moon
will wane after it becomes full. > It’s natural that things will
develop in an opposite direction after they reach a zenith.
Sages consider avancing and retreating, developing and
waning the ever-changing situation of everything according to
the fixed rules of the world. Previously, Duke Huan of Qi
held nine meetings attended by all the states’ sovereigns and
put the world in good order. During the meeting in Kui Qiu,
he had an arrogant look on his face. As a result, nine states
turned against him. Fu Chai, the former king of Wu, was
invincible all over the world. He looked down upon other
states’ sovereigns, and rode roughshod over Qi and Jin. As a
result, he was killed and his state was destroyed. When Xia
Yu and Qi, the Grand Historian, shouted, the officers and
men of all the army would be terrified. However, these two
persons lost their lives at the hands of some ordinary people.
When these people were full-blown, they didn’t know how to
restrain themselves. That > s why they all ended up as
failures. The lord of Shang adjusted all the weights and
measures for King Xiao of Qin, reallocated the land, taught
the people the right methods of farming and also trained the
soldiers. Hence, every time the troops of Qin were

dispatched out of the state, they would occupy some land.
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And the state would be enriched when there was no war. So
Qin became the most powerful state, and was admired by
other states '~ sovereigns. After he had made such great
contributions, the lord of Shang was killed with the Che Lie
penalty. Chu had more than one million soldiers. Bai Qi led
tens of thousands of soldiers to confront the troops of Chu,
and occupied Yan and the capital of Ying during the first
battle. They set Yiling on fire during the second battle. Then
they annexed Shu and Han in the south. After that, they
marched through Han and Wei to attack the strong and
powerful Zhao. They buried Zhao Kuo,the lord of Mafu,alive
and slaughtered more than four hundred thousand soldiers.
The blood flowing on the ground converged into a river, and
the enemy soldiers roared as loudly as thunder out of pure
fear. Thus Qin unified the world. From then on, Zhao and
Chu submitted to Qin s authority and they never dared to
attack Qin again because of Bai Qi. Bai Qi occupied more than
seventy cities and towns altogether. After such great
achievements were accomplished, he was sentenced to death
in Duyou. When Wu Qi served at King Dao ’s court, he
dismissed all the incapable and useless officials from office.
He ended private recommendation for promoting officials and
unified Chu’s customs. He attacked Yangyue in the south,
annexed Chen and Cai, and broke Hezong and Lianheng.
Thus the persuasive talkers no longer had any chance to air
their arguments. After such great contributions were made,
Wu Qi was dissected. Zhong, the high-ranking court official

of Yue, reclaimed grassland, built new cities and towns,
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cultivated fields to grow more crops, led scholars and people
from all four directions to conquer Wu and established one of
the most powerful states of his time. Finally, Gou Jian
betrayed him and sentenced him to death. These four people
didn’t resign after they had made great contributions. That’s
why they lost their lives. That is the so-called knowing how
to exert oneself but not understanding the importance of
giving way at the right time,knowing how to advance but not
understanding when to retreat. Fan Li was the one who knew
this. So he resigned on his own initiative and remained the
lord of Taozhu for the rest of his life. Haven’t you observed
the gamblers, Sire? Some gamblers put all their eggs in one
basket, and some want to share the winners’ income over the
game. | am sure that you know this. Now you are the prime
minister of Qin. You draft all the tactics without leaving your
seat, make important decisions without stepping out of your
residence. You can control other soverecigns at ease. Even
remote places such as Sanchuan can benefit from your policy
and your influence also reaches Yiyang. You have cut the
narrow meandering paths and blocked the pass of Mount
Taihang. You have also barred the roads to Fan and
Zhongxing. Moreover, you have built a road leading to Shu
and Han. Thus you have made all other states fear the power
of Qin. All the wishes of Qin have been realized, and your
contribution to the state has reached the zenith. It is also the
time that others in the state want to share your achievements.
If you don’t resign now, you will meet the same fate as the

lord of Shang,Bai Qi, Wu Qi and Zhong. Why not give up
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your official stamp and devolve it upon other wise and able
people immediately? Thus you will be praised as clean-handed
as Bo Yi. You can maintain your title of Marquis Ying and
can also pass it down to your offspring. Moreover, you can
enjoy longevity like Wang Ziqiao and Chi Songzi did. Isn’t
this much better than suffering a bloody end? What do you
think of my advice?” Marquis Ying said, “Very good. ” He
then asked Cai Ze to sit down and regarded him as an
honoured guest.

A few days later, Marquis Ying went to the court to see
the king. He told King Zhao, “Recently, a new guest named
Cai Ze came from the east side of the mountain. This person
is a very skilful advisor. I have met many people, but no one
can match Mr Cai. Even I am not as talented as him. ” King
Zhao called Cai in and had a talk with him. The king
appreciated Cai so much that he appointed him to be guest
official.

Then Marquis Ying pretended to be ill and asked to
resign. King Zhao forced him to continue to work. But the
marquis said that he was badly ill. So he was dismissed from
office. King Zhao cherished the plans and arguments of Cai Ze
very much, so he appointed Cai to be the new prime minister.
Then they took over the territory of the Zhou Dynasty in the
east.

After Cai Ze had been in office for about ten months,
some people hated him. He was afraid that he might be
killed, so he pretended to be ill and gave up the official

stamp. He was called Lord of Gangcheng. Cai stayed more
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than ten years in Qin and served King Zhao, King Xiao Wen,
King Zhuang Xiang and finally he served Emperor Qin Shi
Huang (the first emperor of the Qin Dynasty). He was sent
on a diplomatic mission to the state of Yan. Three years later,
Yan sent its crown prince to Qin as a hostage (to show its

sincerity to Qin).



I/
250

S 74 XK il

QU mrx @

AHBA XK AN MEMWIM ~XK X .0K U II XK LI ~!

Ci?]

AFOAGLItLL[**T1i,ife>"A6ib**B1,-1.*"TS'J"& ,il5 . #:

~AIEA A WSiti“'7A a - Sh ¥ 4-iF€ @it> 4- a KA

- m oK K i

"M XKAYDB*A®. it#E-F-il®itflLit =->hBI~-"4*] A" rib

Jt ToraiiT A-® *FALGItTil®



Book 6

The Fourth Volume on Qin

Qin Seized Hanzhong from Chu

The state of Qin occupied the area of Hanzhong of the
state of Chu. Then the troops of Qin launched an attack on
the troops of Chu again in Lantian and defeated them very
badly. The states of Han and Wei took occasion to encroach
on the territory of Chu from the south and their allied forces
soon approached the county of Deng. The king of Chu had to
order his troops to retreat from Lantian. After that, three
states— Qi, Han and Wei— planned to attack Chu together.
However, they feared that Qin might come to Chu’s rescue.
Someone had a talk with Tian Wen, also known as the lord of
the area of Xue, and said, “You can send an emissary to tell
Chu, 6Now the allied forces of our three states will retreat
from Chu. If you agree to join us in attacking Qin, surely you
can easily reoccupy the area of Lantian. Needless to say, you
will take back the territory ceded to other states as well. ’
Chu has been doubting that Qin might send troops to rescue
it. Now if the three states announce that they are about to
withdraw their allied forces, surely it will willingly agree to
join them in attacking Qin. So Chu is conspiring against Qin
along with these three states. If Qin knows this, it will
definitely refuse to send troops for Chu s reinforcement.

Then our three states can launch an attack on Chu
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immediately. Chu will definitely ask Qin for help due to its
critical situation. However, Qin will become more distrustful
towards Chu and therefore won’t dispatch troops for Chu ’s
rescue. Thus we can cast a bone between Qin and Chu. Then
we can take military action against Chu, which will surely
lead to a great victory. ”

The lord of Xue said, “Good idea.” Then he sent an
important emissary to inform Chu about joining the allied
forces to attack Qin. Chu agreed as expected. Then the three
states launched a concerted attack on Chu with horse and
foot. Chu asked Qin for help, but Qin didn’t dare commit its
troops. The allied forces defeated Chu badly and gained a

great victory.

After the Lord of Xue Became Prime Minister of Wei, He
Persuaded the King of Wei to Divorce an Imperial Concubine

from Qi

After Tian Wen, the lord of Xue,became prime minister
of the state of Wei, he persuaded the king of Wei to divorce
his imperial concubine from the state of Qi. Han Chun told
the king of the state of Qin, “Why not marry her yourself?
Thus you can unite with Qi to attack Wei. As a result, the
area of Shangdang will belong to Qin. Then Qi and Qin can
build up an alliance and support Fu Zhou. If Fu Zhou is
enthroned as the new sovereign of Wei, Wei will simply
become a province of Qin because his mother is in Qin. Childe

Min is about to unite with Qi and Qin to attack Wei and make
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trouble for the lord of Xue. Childe Zuo hopes to consolidate
his brother’s power. So please allow me to win over the two
of them on your behalf. Your Majesty. Wei will be scared
and therefore will invite the former imperial concubine from
Qi back. Thus Fu Zhou will lead the state of Wei to submit to
you in his lifetime. After the woman from Qi goes back to
Wei,she will be very bitter towards the lord of Xue. Finally,

2

Qi will also be at Your Majesty’s service.

Allied Forces of Qi, Han and Wei Launched an Attack on
Qin

The allied forces of the states of Qi, Han and Wei
launched a concerted attack on the state of Qin and they
approached the Hangu Valley. The king of Qin discussed the
situation with Lou Huan and said, “Now the allied forces of
those three states have marched deep into our state. I want to
cede Hedong (referring to the territory east of the Yellow

s

River) to make peace with them.” Lou Huan suggested,
“Well, it is a great loss if we cede Hedong to them. On the
other hand, ceding Hedong can avoid a severe problem. From
this point of view, it is a big advantage for us. You should
tackle this problem with the help of your close relatives. Why
not call in Childe Tuo and ask for his advice?”

The king called in Childe Tuo, told him about the
problem and asked him for instructions. Childe Tuo replied,

“If you make peace with them, you will regret. If you don’t,

you will also regret. ” The king asked, “What do you mean by
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saying that?” Childe Tuo replied, “Well, if you make peace
with these three states at the cost of Hedong, the allied
forces will withdraw. However, you will definitely say,
‘What a pity! I ceded three counties to them just at the time
they were about to withdraw. > That’s why I said you would
regret if you made peace with them. On the other hand, if
you cannot reach a ceasefire with them, the allied forces will
march through the Hangu Valley and approach the capital of
Xianyang. Then the capital will be in severe danger. So you
will say, “What a pity! I should have reached a truce with
them at the cost of those three counties. * That’s why I said
you would also regret if you didn’t make peace with them. ”
The king said, *1 see, whatever decision I make, [ will
regret. So I would rather regret losing those three counties
than causing any severe threat to the capital of Xianyang. I
have made up my mind to make peace with them. ” Finally,
the king sent Childe Tuo to present three counties of Hedong
to the three states to make peace with them. As a result, the

allied forces withdrew.

King Zhao of Qin Asked the People Around Him

King Zhao of Qin asked the people around him,
“Regarding the two states of Han and Wei, are they stronger
and more powerful than before?” “They are not as strong and
powerful as before,” they replied. The king asked further,
“Do you think Ru Er and Wei Qi are wiser in comparison with

the lord of Mengchang and Mang Mao?” “They are not as
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wise as the latter,”they answered. The king said, “Wise as
the lord of Mengchang and Mang Mao were, they led the
troops of the then much more powerful Han and Wei to attack
our state, but posed no threat to me. Now Ru Er and Wei Qi
are less capable, and yet they are going to lead the troops of
the now less powerful Han and Wei to launch military action
against my state. Apparently,they cannot pose any threat to
me either! ” All the people around him said, “That’s totally
right. ”

Zhong Qi put his qin (referring to a kind of musical
instrument) aside and said, “You are wrong to estimate the
situation of other states that way, Your Majesty. Among all
the six powerful and influential families in Jin—the Hans,
Zhaos, Weis, Zhis, Fans and Zhongxings, the Zhis once were
the most powerful and influential. They destroyed the Fans
and Zhongxings and then led the troops of Han and Wei to
attack Zhao and besieged Zhao Xiangzi in Jinyang. Then they
broke the dyke of the Fenshui River to submerge the city of
Jinyang. Only the top six chi of the protective wall was above
the water surface. Marquis Zhi went out to view the
floodwater. Han Kangzi drove the carriage for him and Wei
Huanzi accompanied him by his side. Marquis Zhi said, ‘I
didn’t know we can ruin other states with water. But now I
know. It is very convenient to submerge Anyi with the water
of the Fenshui River, and submerge Pingyang with that of the
Jiangshui River. * Wei Huanzi touched Han Kangzi with his
elbow. Han Kangzi touched Wei Huanzi with his foot and

stepped on Wei’s heel. When they were touching each other



I m £ ]
XK
S
tN «
$£r,£*¥& 7, w-fdile,"-7a#-,a"arr, A "tx" a#. "
6tat«*58*., itjL*">v<nS”*iaizSWr"W"*4B"~"S>E.iES-Bl
giHS" "T& L1j
o g 3
H ,86NeT i1 I ,, eOUMH .U K
260 Neo #ai11S2E :“2M "ii~"IB :-eW S

ANMNK . MM gk am, BEfpjh-~sxjs? ei# sz "

ANSi&NTiILONe AW tii& ASitiJiTW SINe SSA#MNSANE

jl|Sfr4MLg)£&at£i)L AAAAS]

“PAtitS7 ,~S1 "FA~*PB"aiEt.

itg:4tg]f AT St
7. 4t®

A A>404*®titS7 j*S ,ipS'lih (A T-S



with elbow and foot,the Zhis had been doomed to be carved
up. Marquis Zhi lost his life. His state was destroyed and he
was also derided by people all over the world. Now Qin is not
as strong as Jin was at Marquis Zhi’s time. Even though Han
and Wei are not as powerful as before, they are still stronger
than they were at the time Zhao Xiangzi was surrounded in
Jinyang. This is right the time for people to contact each
other with gesticulations to conspire against you. Your

Majesty, please beware!”

The Troops of Chu and Those of Wei Engaged in Battle

near Mount Xing

The troops of the state of Chu and those of the state of
Wei engaged in battle near Mount Xing. In order to make the
state of Qin cut off its ties with Chu, Wei promised to cede
Shangluo to Qin. Then the troops of Wei won the war and
defeated the troops of Chu in Nanyang. Qin asked Wei for the
land it had promised. However, Wei didn’t keep its word.
Guan Qian told the king of Qin, “Why not send a message to
the king of the state of Chu as follows; ‘Wei has promised to
give me some land. However, after it won the war, the king
of Wei didn’t keep his word to me. Your Majesty, why not
arrange a meeting between the two of us? Thus Wei will fear
that our two states might unite with each other to conspire
against it. Then it will definitely give me the land. So, Wei
will cede its land to Qin even though it won the war against

Chu. Moreover, Your Majesty will also do me a big favour by
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forcing Wei to cede me the land because of our meeting. I will
give you a very generous gift in return. Wei is exhausted now
due to the war. If it refuses to cede the land, you can attack it
from the south. I will attack it from the west. Accordingly,
Wei will be in danger. The king of Qin said, “Good idea. ”
Then he sent this message to Chu. The king of Chu declared
that he would meet the king of Qin in person. When the king
of Wei heard that, he was scared. So he ceded Shangluo to

Qin.

Jing Li,an Emissary from Chu,Stayed in Qin

Jing Li, an emissary from the state of Chu, was in the
state of Qin. He accompanied the king of Qin and participated
in the meeting between the kings of the states of Qin and Wei
held at the border of these two states. Chu was angry with
him. Qin had Zhou Ju send a message to the king of Chu as
follows: “The state of Wei wouldn’t meet with the king of
Chu but wanted to unite with the states of Qi and Qin.
Therefore, the king of Qin arranged for Jing Li to attend this
meeting. We have treated every participant very well. As a
result, Qi thought that Qin and Chu have established a very
close relationship with each other. So Qi refused to ally with
Qin. ” For this reason, the king of Chu not only didn’t blame
Jing Li,but also was very grateful to Zhou Ju and the state of

Qin.
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Chu’s King Sent Jing Li on a Diplomatic Mission to Qin

Chu’s king sent Jing Li on a diplomatic mission to Qin.
A guest told Qin’s king, “Jing Li is cherished by the king of
Chu very much. You’d better detain him and trade him for
land from Chu, Your Majesty. If Chu ’s king agrees with
you, you can win land without launching any military action
against it. If he doesn’t agree, we can kill Jing Li and then
negotiate with those who are inferior to him. This is a good
idea. ” The king of Qin then detained Jing Li.

Jing Li sent someone on his behalf to tell the king,*“I can
foresee that your power will he weakened and you will not
gain any land. When I was on the way here, I heard that both
Qi and Wei were going to cede some land to Qin to please
you. They did so because they knew that Chu and Qin were
brother states. Now Your Majesty has detained me, which
simply tells people all over the world that Qin has cut off
diplomatic relations with Chu. How can Qi and Wei attach
importance to an isolated state if this is the case? When Chu
knows that Qin is isolated, it will definitely not give you any
land. On the other hand, it will unite with other states to
conspire against Qin. Thus your state will be in danger.
You’d better set me free.” The king of Qin then released

him.

Qin’s King Wanted to Call in Dun Ruo

The king of the state of Qin wanted Dun Ruo to pay a
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visit to him,but Dun Ruo said, “According to my own rule, I
don’t bow in front of any sovereign. If His Majesty allows
me to adhere to this rule, I will see him. If not, I won’t see
him. ” The king agreed that Dun Ruo needed not bow to him.
So Dun Ruo went to see him and said, “Among people all
over the world, some own substantial wealth but don’t have
titles, some don’t own substantial wealth but have titles,
some neither own substantial wealth nor have titles. Your
Majesty, do you know this?” The king said, “I don’t know
that. ” Dun Ruo said, “Well, those owning substantial wealth
but having no titles are merchants. They don’t need to work
in the fields themselves. However, they have plenty of grain
stored at home. So they are the ones who own substantial
wealth but don’t have titles. Those not owning substantial
wealth but having titles are farmers. They work hard to
plough the fields after it thaws. Their backs are baked in the
sun. However, they don’t have any grain stored at home. So
they are the ones who don’t own substantial wealth but have
titles. The one who neither owns substantial wealth nor has a
title is Your Majesty! Having been appointed to be sovereign
of a state with ten thousand chariots, you do not enjoy the
high reputation of being a dutiful son. Although supported by
the produce of one thousand square Li of land, you don’t take
any concrete action to practice filial piety. ” The king of Qin
was irritated and became very angry towards Dun Ruo.

Dun Ruo continued, “ There are six powerful states
located east of Mount Xiao. However, instead of overcoming

them, you only focus on conquering you own mother. I
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personally think that you should not do so. ” The king of Qin
said, “Can I really annex those states located cast of Mount
Xiao?” Dun Ruo said, “Regarding the state of Han, it is the
throat of the world. The state of Wei is the heart of the
world. If you support me with ten thousand yi of gold, I will
visit the states of Han and Wei and persuade them to take my
advice, to allow their most powerful, highest-ranking court
officials to work for our state. Thus Han and Wei will also
submit to you. If this is the case, we can take further steps to
conquer other states of the world. ” The king said, “My state
is too poor to present you with such a huge amount of gold. ”
Dun Ruo said, “The states of the world will never live in
peace. They will either practice Hezong or advocate
Lianheng. If those advocating Lianheng succeed, our state
will be able to unify the world and you will become Di. If
those practicing Hezong succeed, the state of Chu will unify
the world and its sovereign will become King. If you become
Di,you will be supported by all the states in the world. If the
sovereign of Chu becomes King,even if you have ten thousand
yi of gold, you cannot keep it to yourself (since it will be
claimed by the King). ”

The king said, “I see. ” Then he presented Dun Ruo with
ten thousand yi of gold and sent him to travel to the east to
persuade the soverecigns of the states of Han and Wei.
Because of Dun Ruo’s efforts, Han and Wei sent their chief
generals and prime ministers to work for the government of
the state of Qin. Dun Ruo also went to the north to persuade

the sovereigns of the states of Yan and Zhao. As a result, Li
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Mu was sentenced to death. The king of the state of Qi went
to the state of Qin in person to show his respect and
obedience. The states of Han, Wei, Yan and Zhao all
submitted to Qin wholeheartedly due to Dun Ruo ’ s

endeavours.

Twenty Years After King Qingxiang of Chu Came into

Power

Twenty years after King Qingxiang of the state of Chu
came into power, Bai Qi,the general in command of the army
of the state of Qin,occupied Xiling of the state of Chu. Then
the troops of Qin occupied Yan, Ying and Yiling, and set fire
to the mausoleums of Chu ’ s deceased sovereigns. King
Qingxiang escaped to the northeast part of Chu and stayed in
Chencheng. Thus the state of Chu was greatly weakened and
was therefore denigrated by the state of Qin. As a result, Bai
Qi led the troops of Qin to invade the state of Chu again.

In the state of Chu, there was a person named Huang
Xie. Having travelled to many places and studied with various
teachers, Huang was a very knowledgable person. King
Qingxiang regarded him very highly, so he sent Huang to the
state of Qin on a diplomatic mission.

Huang Xie said to the king of the state of Qin, “Among
all the states of the world, Chu and Qin are the most
powerful. Recently, I heard that Your Majesty was about to
invade the state of Chu. If this is the case, it is like two tigers

fighting each other and providing the chance for a mongrel
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dog to take advantage of their exhaustion after the fight to
defeat them (that is, if Chu and Qin engage in a war, the
states of Han and Wei will take advantage of both of them).
You ’d better establish good relations with Chu. Please let me
explain this to you. I have heard that‘things will develop in
an opposite direction after they reach an extreme. That’ s
why summer will ultimately take the place of winter. Things
will be in a perilous position after they reach their zenith.
That’s why the chessmen will topple if too many of them are
piled up wvertically. > Now your state owns a half of the
world’s territory. You also possess the two most remote
areas. In history, no other state with ten thousand chariots
has been so vast as the state of Qin. Aiming at cutting off
relations among those states practicing Hezong, both our
deceased sovereigns, King Wen and King Zhuang, and Your
Majesty yourself have not forgotten to enlarge the territory of
Qin to make it adjacent to the state of Qi. This endeavour has
already lasted for three generations. At present, you have
appointed Cheng Qiao as spy to collect information on the
state of Han. Cheng Qiao has taken over the areas in the
north that used to belong to the state of Yan for Qin.
Without resorting to forces to exhibit your power, you have
gained one hundred Li of land. Hence, Your Majesty can
really be considered very capable! Later, you sent troops to
invade the state of Wei, blockaded the gate of the capital of
Liang, and occupied the areas of Henei, Yan, Suanzao, Xu
and Taoren. At that time, the troops of Chu and Wei were

scattered and fled because they didn >t dare confront the
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formidable army of Qin. Hence, Your Majesty can really be
considered very meritorious. Then Your Majesty ordered
your troops to enjoy a two-year period of relaxation. After
that, you dispatched them out of your state again and they
occupied Pu, Yan and Shouyuan, approached Ren and
Pingqiu, and besieged Xiaohuang and Jiyang. As a result, the
state of Wei surrendered to you. Then you gained the
territory north of Pu and Mo. Thus you cut off the ties
beween the state of Qi and the state of Han. Besides, you
also blocked off the most important path between the state of
Chu and the state of Wei. Other states’ sovereigns tried to
ally with each other for five times and held six meetings to
discuss the situation. However, they didn’t dare send troops
to rescue those states from your threat. Hence, your power
also reached its zenith! If you can maintain both your
achievements and your power, constrain your desire to invade
other states and focus on sincerely practicing the principles of
benevolence and righteousness, you will be free from trouble.
If this is the case, you can really be regarded as an equal to
the Three King Ancestors or the Five Lord-protectors.
“However, if you hope to rely on your huge population,
formidable troops and excellent weapon to destroy the state of
Wei and then conquer other states’ sovereigns by force, [ am
afraid that you will be in trouble. It is said in Shijing, ‘At
the beginning, almost everything looks fine. However, few
undertakings will result in final success. ’ It is said in Yijing ,
‘A fox trying to cross a river will wet his tail. > These

sentences mean that it is always easy to start something, but
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difficult to finish it successfully. How do I know this?
Previously, Marquis Zhi realized that it could be very
advantageous to invade the state of Zhao. However, he
couldn’t foresee that he himself would lose his life and then
be buried in Yuci. The king of Wu realized that it could
benefit his state considerably to attack the state of OQi.
However, he didn’t know that he would be defeated in
Gansui. It was not that these two states had not made great
contributions. Nonetheless, they were so covetous that they
only paid attention to the profit they might gain through their
military actions and totally overlooked the aftermath of their
actions. Once, the king of the state of Wu trusted the king of
the state of Yue and therefore launched an attack on the state
of Qi. After his troops defeated those of Qi in Ailing, he
himself was captured by the king of Yue on the bank of the
Sanjiang River. Marquis Zhi trusted the states of Han and
Wei and therefore invaded the state of Zhao. His troops
launched an assault on the city of Jinyang and Jinyang would
yield in a few days. Unexpectedly, Han and Wei turned
against Marquis Zhi and killed him in Zaotai. Now Your
Majesty are worrying about not having ruined the state of
Chu. However, you have overlooked a very important fact
that if Chu is ruined, the states of Han and Wei will benefit
from it as a result. I personally think that you should not do
that. It is said in Shijing, ‘You should not send your troops
to march a long distance to attack a state located in a very

)

remote area. From this point of view, the state of Chu

should be an ally of Qin. On the other hand, the
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neighbouring states should be considered your enemies. It is
also said in Shijing, 6If others want to conspire against me, I
can read their minds. Although a sly hare might run quickly,
it will be caught by a hound. * Now if you believe that the
states of Han and Wei are committed to establishing good
relations with you, you will repeat the same mistake
committed by the king of Wu in trusting the king of Yue. I

s

have heard that one cannot change his enemies ’ innermost
attitude towards him, and he shouldn ° t miss any
opportunity. I am afraid that Han and Wei are cheating you
with flattery and fabricated stories. Why? Well, your state of
Qin hasn’t done any favours to these two states. On the
contrary, you have born grudges between each other for
generations. The people of Han and Wei have been constantly
slaughtered by the troops of Qin. Their states have been
ruined. The shrines of the deities of their states have been
demolished. Their ancestral temples have been destroyed.
Their bellies have been sliced and their chins have been
broken. Their heads have been cut from the bodies. Their
bones have been left to oblivion in the wild. Their skulls have
been thrown on the ground. Such phenomena are very
common in these states. Fathers and sons are captured and
endless groups of captives are forced to move to other places.
Under such circumstances, even deities and ghosts are
starving to death. The masses have no means to live. Many
clans are dispersed. People flee to other places and are forced
to become servants or slaves. Hence, if the states of Han and

Wei are not destroyed, they will pose a great threat to the
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state of Qin. Now Your Majesty is planning to attack the
state of Chu. Isn’t this an impractical policy?

“On the day you launch the attack on the state of Chu,
which path would you choose for your military force? Are you
going to let them traverse the enemy states of Han and Wei?
If this is the case, you should be in great fear that your army
might be beaten by the troops of these two states and
therefore not be able to return to Qin. This will lead to the
worst destruction of your army by giving the enemy states of
Han and Wei this great chance. If your troops don’t march
through Han and Wei, you should definitely issue the order
for them to occupy the west part of Suiyang. The west part of
Suiyang is ravined and mountainous. It is too barren to grow
crops. So even if you seize it, you will not benefit from it at
all. Moreover, you will bear the notoriety of ruining the state
of Chu. Besides, if you dispatch your troops to attack the
state of Chu, the states of Han, Zhao, Wei and Qi will also
take action. If the troops of Chu and Qin are still engageed,
the king of Wei will send his troops to attack Liu, Fangyu,
Zhi, Huling, Dang, Xiao and Xiang. As a result, all the
territory of the state of Song will be occupied. The troops of
Qi will launch an attack southwards and thus the areas north
of the Sishui River will be occupied. All these aforementioned
areas are plains, very fertile and with roads extending in all
directions. But Your Majesty will provide your enemies the
chance to occupy these areas themselves. Thus Your Majsety
will benefit the states of Han and Wei located in the central

part of China and also strenghten the state of Qi by
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destroying the state of Chu. As a result, Han and Wei will
become powerful enough to confront the military forces of
your state of Qin. In addition, the state of Qi will be free
from trouble too, because it will have the Sishui River as its
southern border, bounded by the sea in the east and bordered
by the Yellow River in the north. Thus no other state will be
as powerful as the state of Qi. Not only will the states of Qi
and Wei gain some territory, and be able to maintain the
benefit they obtain, but they will try to buy off Your
Majesty’s court officials. If this is the case, one year later,
although Qi and Wei might not be able to declare themselves
Dis, they will become powerful enough to prevent you from
unifying the world and proclaiming yourself Di. Depending on
Your Majesty s vast territory, huge population, formidable
military forces and excellent weapons, you are going to
provoke the hostility of the state of Wei by attacking it. On
the other hand, you will make Han and Wei to submit to Qi
and therefore consolidate Qi ’s power tremendously. This is
impolitic of Your Majesty.

“For Your Majesty’s sake, I think it would be better to
establish good relations with the state of Chu. If Qin and Chu
ally with each other to attack Han, Han will certainly yield.
If Your Majesty can take over the natural fortresses east of
Mount Xiao and maintain the advantage provided by those
areas along the bank of the Yellow River, Han will definitely
become dependent upon Qin. If this is the case, you can
station one hundred thousand soldiers in the capital of Zheng

of the state of Han. Then the state of Wei will be very
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scared. If your troops besiege Xu and Yanling, you can easily
cut off Wei’s communication with Shangcai and Zhaoling.
So, Wei will also become a dependency of Qin. As soon as
you build good relations with the state of Chu, you can take
control of these two big states with ten thousand chariots
each. Therefore,your state will become adjacent to the state
of Qi. Thus you can easily seize the western part of Qi. As a
result, your territory will stretch from the East Sea to the
West Sea, and you can block off the communication of other
states. Accordingly, the states of Yan and Zhao can no longer
reach the states of Qi and Chu, and vice versa. Then you can
suppress Yan and Zhao and manipulate Qi and Chu. These
four states will submit to you even before you take any

th)

military action against them.

Someone Offered Suggestions to Qin’s King on Behalf of

the Six States Located East of Mount Xiao

On behalf of the Six States located east of Mount Xiao,
someone went to consult with the king of the state of Qin and
said, “Although you might have a vast territory, it is not
enough to ensure the safety of your state. Although you
might have a huge population, it is not enough to ensure the
great might of your state. Suppose a state with a vast
territory would always be safe, and a state with a huge
population would always be powerful,the offspring of Jie and
Zhou would have been in power! Previously,the state of Zhao

was very powerful. How powerful used Zhao to be? Well, it
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conquered the state of Qi on its left flank and suppressed the
state of Wei on its right flank. It defeated these two states
with ten thousand chariots each as if they were only states
with one thousand chariots like the small Song. Zhao also
occupied Gangping, and therefore the state of Wei lost
control over its eastern territory. As a result, people didn’t
dare go to these areas to graze animals or collect firewood. At
that time, the state of Wei was in severe danger. Then
scholars all over the world converged to discuss the situation
and said, ‘Do we really have no choice but to devote
ourselves to working for the sovereign of the state of Zhao?’
Hence, if somebody among them advocated attacking
Handan, the rest would follow him, announcing that they
would take military action the next morning. After the troops
of the state of Wei conquered Handan, the king of Wei
returned and held a meeting to meet other states’ sovereigns
in Fengze. He went there in a well decorated carriage made in
the central part of China. He proclaimed himself king of
central China and asked his peers to go to the court of the
sovereign of the state of Zhou to worship the Son of Heaven
(nominally,the sovereign of Zhou was still considered Son of
Heaven). All the other sovereigns followed him. When Duke
Tai of the state of Qi heard of this, he sent his troops to
attack the state of Wei. Thus Qi occupied half of the territory
of Wei and therefore put the state of Wei under severe threat.
The king of Wei presented a hostage and a precious jade in
person to the sovereign of Qi and expressed his hope of being

regarded as a dependency of Qi. So other states of the world
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stopped attacking Wei. When King Wei of the state of Chu
heard of this, he couldn’t sleep well, nor could he enjoy his
meals. So he led allied forces consisting of people from
various states to confront Shen Fu,the general of the state of
Qi, on the bank of the Sishui River. The allied forces
defeated Shen Fu’s army badly. When the king of the state of
Zhao heard of this, he ordered his troops to march to
Zhisang. When the king of the state of Yan heard of this, he
ordered his troops to march to Gedao. Thus Gedao was
blockaded and Pinglu was besieged. The state of Qi couldn’t
win the war, nor could it implement its strategies. Taking off
his sword and hat, Chen Shi was sent to the south to
apologize to Chu. Qi also sent emissaries to the state of Zhao
in the west and the state of Yan in the north respectively to
implore these two states to stop their aggression against Qi.
In addition, it appeased the people in the state. Then other
states in the world gave up aggression against Qi. After that,
more and more scholars converged to conspire against King
Wei of the state of Chu. Do I really think King Wei deserved
to be attacked because he had pursued tyrannical policies or
put his state into chaos? The state of Chu was very powerful
and therefore overwhelmed other states in the world. So

”

other states willingly launched concerted attacks against it.



At

*M ,EB "X ~~ 1 K X 1T !

r4-1r1

K AA#KAA-AA AT e, " x B 0K AMNNAmkTrAN/T AL A
ih-ti-A#.m;4iSi: ! Mt~ jlbihdp ® KA. i N4 K A

SPB-I1, t
KAKAAKK AKABIU.-H|-,U.~0 .U, «MK"H&apXHbA

ifcSi.AdkoO !



Book 7

The Fifth Volume on Qin

Someone Had a Talk with Qin’s King

Someone had a talk with the king of the state of Qin and
said, “I am confused by the fact that Your Majesty looks
down upon the state of Qi, pays no attention to the state of
Chu and attaches no importance to the state of Han. I heard
that a sovereign capable of unifying the world and becoming
King wouldn’t be arrogant although he might have won a
great victory. JI sovereign able to establish a most powerful
state and become Lord-protector would behave himself and
avoid being at enmity with other states. He should not be
arrogant after a great victory, so people all over the world
would admire him. He behaving himself and avoiding
incurring enmity, neighbouring states would submit to him.
Now Your Majesty has given many generous favours to the
states of Han and Wei. However, you don 't pay any
attention to damaging relations with the state of Qi. That’s
your arrogance. You have won a victory in Yiyang, but you
don > t attach importance to establishing good diplomatic
relations with the state of Chu. Thus you may provok Chu’s
enmity towards you. If you are both arrogant and stimulate
enmity, you cannot establish a most powerful state. I
personally think that Your Majesty shouldn’t act that way!

“It is said in Shijing, “ All undertakings have good
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beginnings, but few end up in success. > So, sovereigns in
ancient times would pay a lot of attention to both the
beginning and the end of every undertaking. How do I know
this? Well, previously, Marquis Zhi, whose name was Yao,
uprooted the Fans and Zhongxings and besieged the city of
Jinyang. However, he finally was defeated by the three states
of Han, Zhao and Wei and derided by the people of the
world. Fu Chai, the former king of the state of Wu, confined
Gou Jian,the king of the state of Yue,in Kuaiji, defeated the
troops of the state of Qi in Ailing, and summoned other
states’ sovereigns to participate in a meeting held by him in
Huangchi. But he offended the state of Song at this meeting.
Due to his discourtesy, the king of Song united with Gou Jian
and captured him. Then he was killed in Gansui. The king of
the state of Wei destroyed the state of Chu and conquered the
state of Qi. He defeated the troops of both the state of Zhao
and the state of Han. He also led the sovereigns of twelve
states to worship the Son of Heaven in Mengjin. However,
his crown prince lost his life. He himself was forced to wear
ordinary cotton clothes and was detained in the state of Qin.
Regarding these aforementioned three sovereigns, it is not
that they were not meritorious. They simply couldn ’ t
maintain their efforts till the end. Now Your Majesty have
occupied Yiyang and ruined Sanchuan. Scholars in the world
dare not argue about this. You have taken over many states in
the world and forced the two Zhous to rearrange their
borders. Other states > sovereigns dare not meet at the

Yanghou Fortress to exchange their views on the current
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situation. You have occupied Huangji, but the states of Han
and Chu dare not send their troops to confront yours. If Your
Majesty can maintain these achievements and keep on making
great efforts till the end, you can be as powerful and
successful as the Three King Ancestors and the Five Lord-
protectors. On the contrary, if you cannot do this, you will
be in trouble. If this is the case, I am afraid that other states’
sovereigns and scholars living along the banks of the Yellow
River and the Jishui River will conspire against Your Majesty
and put you in the same position as Fu Chai and Marquis Zhi
previously experienced.

“It is said in Shijing, 4If a person heading for one
destination located one hundred /i away gives up after he has
marched ninety /i, there is no difference between he and those
who give up halfway. > This saying shows that it is very
difficult to attain a goal especially when one reaches the last
phases of his undertaking. Recently, Your Majesty appeared
very arrogant. According to my opinion of the current world

il

situation, other states sovereigns will launch concerted
attacks either on the state of Qin or on the state of Chu. How
do I know this? Look, the people of Qin are ready to support
the state of Wei in confronting the state of Chu. The people
of Chu are prepared to assist the state of Han in fighting your
state. These four states cannot engage because the military
forces of both sides counterbalance each other. On the other
hand, the states of Qi and Song simply keep out of this

contest. Therefore, due to their potential influence, they

should not be overlooked. Hence, it is said, 4Whoever can
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win over Qi and Song first will win the war. ’ If Qin wins over
Qi and Song first, the state of Han will weaken. If Han is
weak, the state of Wei will become isolated and therefore
suffer aggression. If Chu wins over Qi and Song first, the
state of Wei will weaken. If Wei is weak, the state of Qin will
become isolated and therefore suffer aggression. If this is the
case, either the state of Qin or the state of Chu will be

defeated and derided by people all over the world. ”

Qin’s King and Zhong Qi Had a Dispute

The king of the state of Qin had a dispute with Zhong Qi
(a persuasive talker) but failed to beat him. So the king
became very angry. However, Zhong Qi walked out of the
king’s palace leisurely. On Zhong Qi’s behalf, someone went
to the king and said, “Look, what an obtrusive man Zhong Qi
is! He is lucky to be under the leadership of such a wise
sovereign. If he lived in Jie or Zhou’s times, he would have
definitely been sentenced to death!” Due to this talk, the king

forgave Zhong Qi.

Xian Ze Had a Talk with Gongsun Xiao

Xian Ze had a talk with Gongsun Xiao and said, "Look,
you are a very respectable high-ranking court official. You
have commanded in several wars and made great contributions
to the state. The reason why you haven’t been appointed to

be prime minister of our state is that the queen mother
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dislikes you. Remember Mi Rong? He is a close relative of
the queen mother. He has been residing in the state of East
Zhou since he fled from the state of Chu. Why not help him
obtain the position of prime minister of East Zhou through the
influence and might of both our state and the state of Chu?
Chu will certainly help you realize this goal. Thus Mi Rong
can benefit from the power of Qin and Chu. In that case, the
queen mother will be very happy with you. As a result, you

2

will definitely be appointed to be the new prime minister.

Lou Wu Allied Qin with Wei

Lou Wu built an alliance between the state of Qin and the
state of Wei. He also wanted to send the crown prince of Wei
to Qin as a hostage. Fen Qiang wanted to destroy the ties
between these two states, so he told Wei’s queen mother,
“Due to the ever-changing situation, the relationship between
allied states is unreliable. As soon as Wei finds that it is
possible to cause damage to Qin and benefit itself at the same
time, Wei will breach any agreement with Qin. On the day
Wei betrays Qin, the crown prince will lose his life!” The
queen mother sat before the king and cried. So the king of
Wei wondered whether or not it was a correct decision to send
the crown prince to Qin. He ordered the crown prince to
sojourn in Suanzao and await further instructions. Lou Wu
was afraid that his plan might fail. Zhao Yan, an emissary

from the state of East Zhou, happened to visit the state of
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Wei on a diplomatic mission. Lou Wu told him about the
situation. When Zhao Yan went to see the king of Wei, the
king asked him, “Do you have any new information?” Zhao
Yan said, “I heard that the state of Qin is about to attack
your state.” The king said, “ We have already made
arrangements with Qin on building an alliance between our
two states.” Zhao Yan said, “However, Qin doubts that
Your Majesty will keep your words, because the crown prince
is now staying in Suanzao instead of going to Qin. The king of
Qin thinks,‘If Wei refuses to build up an alliance with us, it
will definitely attack us. So I will attack it first rather than
taking action after it invades us. ’Powerful as the state of Qin
is, it allows itself to forge alliances to launch attacks on other
states. I am afraid that it might also pose a threat to our

E2)

state.

Lti Buwei, a Man from Puyang, Was Doing Business in

Handan

Lti Buwei, a man from Puyang, was doing business in
Handan and saw Prince Yiren who stayed in Zhao as Qin’s
hostage. Lti Buwei went home and asked his father, " How
much more money can one make compared with the amount
he invests in farming?”“Ten times. ”“How much more can be
gained by trading pearls and jade?” “One hundred times.”
“How much more can be gained by establishing a state or
enthroning a sovereign?”“That ’s beyond measure. ”Lii Buwei

said, “Well, we work hard in the fields to grow crops, but
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still don’t have enough to ecat and wear. We have no surplus
food at all. If we can establish a state or enthrone a
sovereign, we can benefit our offspring. I am going to do
that. ”

Prince Yiren of Qin was a hostage to Zhao and lived in
Liaocheng. Lti Buwei went there on purpose to say to him,
“Zixi has the right to take over the regime. His mother also
stays in the palace. Your mother is not in the palace, and you
are now living in a very unreliable state. Once the two
states— Zhao and Qin—break faith with each other, you will
lose your life. If you listen to my advice and follow my
suggestions to ask for permission to go back to Qin, you can
take over the regime. I am going to Qin to negotiate with the
king for you. Qin will definitely invite you to go back. ”

Lti Buwei then went to persuade the lord of Yangquan,
the brother of Qin’s queen, and said, “ Due to your
misconduct, you can be sentenced to death. Don’t you know
that? All your relatives and friends hold very powerful and
high positions. But those of the crown prince are of no power
at all. Your private depots are full of pearls, treasures and
precious jade, your stalls are full of swift horses, and your
houses are full of beautiful concubines. The king is very old.
Once he dies, the crown prince will take over the regime. As
a result, you will find yourself in danger. If this is the case,
you won’t be able to live till the next day. But if you use my
stratagem,you can maintain your wealth and power for tens of
thousands of years to come. You will be as safe as Mount Tai

and free from danger and trouble. ” The lord of Yangquan left
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his seat and asked Lti Buwei to explain it to him. Lti Buwei
said, “Now the king is very old. The queen doesn’t have her
own son. Zixi is qualified to take over the regime, and Du
Gang is also there to help him. Once the king dies, Zixi will
be enthroned, and Du Gang will be there to manage
government affairs. Thus the queen will be estranged. Prince
Yiren is a wise and able person. He has been discarded in
Zhao, and his mother has died. He is longing for the west
(referring to Qin) and looking forward to coming back to
Qin. If the queen can invite him back and enthrone him as
crown prince, Prince Yiren will have a state even if he had no
state previously, and the queen will have a son even though
she had no son before. ” The lord of Yangquan said, “You are
right. ” The lord went to inform the queen. Then the queen
asked Zhao to send the prince back to Qin.

Before Zhao sent Yiren back, Lti Buwei went to persuade
Zhao, “Prince Yiren is the most cherished son of Qin’s king.
His mother is dead. The queen wants to adopt him. Suppose
Qin wanted to attack Zhao, it would not change its decision
because of one prince. Therefore, it is of no use to keep the
hostage. If you send Prince Yiren back, he will be
enthroned. Why not send him back to Qin along with
generous gifts? Thus he will be grateful to you and therefore,
will establish good relations with Zhao. Qin’s king is very
old. Once he dies, even if you might keep Prince Yiren here,
it is not enough to maintain good relations with Qin. ” So
Zhao sent Yiren back.

Yiren arrived in Qin. Lti Buwei dressed him in a suit of
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the Chu area. The queen loved his appearance and considered
him very intelligent. She said, “I came from Chu. ” And she
looked upon him as her own son. She also changed his name
into “Chu”. The king asked the prince to read something.
The prince said, “I have been discarded in the distance since I
was a child. There was no tutor there to teach me, so I am
not used to reading. ” The king gave up, but the prince still
stayed there and didn’t leave. After a while, he said, “Your
Majesty, previously, you paid a visit to Zhao and met many
outstanding people in Zhao. They have been concerned about
the situation in the west (referring to the state of Qin) since
you came back. However, you have not sent even one
messenger to express your regards towards them. I am afraid
that they might feel enmity towards you. So please order the
guards to open the border pass later in the morning and lock it
earlier in the evening (referring to keeping on high alert). ”
The king thought this was a good idea and wondered at his
schemes. The queen persuaded the king to enthrone him as
crown prince. The king then called in the prime minister and
asked him to issue an order to the state as follows: “Among
all my sons, no one is as good as Chu. ” Chu was enthroned to
be crown prince.

After Prince Chu took over the state, he appointed Lti
Buwei to be his prime minister, proclaimed him Marquis
Wenxin and conferred on him twelve counties of the Lantian
area. The queen was proclaimed Queen Mother of Huayang.

All other states ceded some cities and towns to Qin.
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Marquis Wenxin Planned to Invade Zhao

Marquis Wenxin (or Lti Buwei) of the state of Qin
planned to invade the state of Zhao to enlarge Qin’s territory
located in the arca of Hejian. So he sent Cai Ze, also known
as Lord Gangcheng, to work for the government of the state
of Yan. Three years later, Yan sent its crown prince as a
hostage to Qin to prove its loyalty towards Qin. Then in
order to ally with the state of Yan to invade the state of Zhao
and enlarge the territory in Hejian, Marquis Wenxin asked
Zhang Tang to serve as prime minister of the state of Yan.
But Zhang Tang rejected this and said, “If I go to the state of
Yan, I will have to pass through the state of Zhao. If
someone in Zhao captures me, he will be rewarded with one
hundred square /i of land. ” Marquis Wenxin was very
unhappy and leftt Gan Luo, the marquis’ private boy
servant, asked Marquis Wenxin, "Why are you looking so
unhappy, Sire?" Marquis Wenxin said, “ 1 sent Lord
Gangcheng to work for the state of Yan. Three years later,
Yan sent its crown prince here as a hostage. 1 just asked
Zhang Tang to serve as prime minister of the state of Yan,
but he rejected me. ” Gan Luo said, “I can persuade him to go
to Yan. ” Marquis Wenxin scolded him, “I have begged him in
person. But he doesn’t want to go there. How can you
change his mind?” Gan Luo said, “Well, Xiang Tuo became
Kongzi’s tutor at the age of seven. Now [ am already twelve

years old. You can at least let me have a try. Why did you

309
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just scold me immediately?”

Gan Luo then went to see Zhang Tang and asked him,
“Comparing your contributions with those of Lord Wu’an,
who is more meritorious?” Zhang Tang said, “Lord Wu’an
won numerous battles and occupied innumerable towns and
cities. I am not as meritorious as he was. ” Gan Luo asked
further, “Are you sure that you are not as meritorious as
Lord Wu’an?”“Yes, I am sure.”“Comparing the power of
Marquis Ying with that of Marquis Wenxin, who is more
powerful in our state?”“Marquis Ying is not as powerful as
Marquis Wenxin. ”*“Are you sure that Marquis Ying is not as
powerful as Marquis Wenxin?”“Yes, I am sure. ” Gan Luo
said, “Previously, Marquis Ying wanted to invade the state of
Zhao. But Lord Wu’ an disagreed with him. As a result,
Lord Wu’an was hung at a place seven /i away from the
capital of Xianyang. Now Marquis Wenxin has asked you to
serve as prime minister of the state of Yan in person. But you
refused to do so. I don’t know where you will lose your life!”
Zhang Tang said, “I will listen to you and go to Yan, boy.”
Then Zhang Tang had carriages, horses, money and other
gifts prepared and was ready to go to Yan in a few days. Gan
Luo told Marquis Wenxin, “Please lend me five carriages and
allow me to report on Zhang Tang’s journey to the king of
the state of Zhao. ”

Gan Luo left to meet the king of Zhao, and the king came
to the suburbs to welcome him in person. Gan Luo asked the
king, “Have you heard that the state of Yan has sent Childe

Dan,its crown prince, to our state?” The king said, “Yes, I
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have. ” “Have you heard that Zhang Tang will become prime
minister of the state of Yan?” The king said, “Yes, I have. ”
“Yan has sent its crown prince to Qin. It shows that Yan
won’t cheat Qin. Zhang Tang is going to serve as prime
minister of Yan. It shows that Qin won’t cheat Yan either.
Now that the states of Qin and Yan don’t cheat each other,
they will launch concerted attacks on the state of Zhao. In that
case, your state will be in severe danger. The reason why Qin
and Yan won’t cheat each other is very simple. It lies in the
fact that they want to enlarge their territory in Hejian by
invading Zhao. Now if Your Majesty can give me five cities to
enlarge our territory in Hejian, I will ask Qin to send Yan’s
crown prince back. Then we can unite with your powerful
state to invade the weak Yan. ” The king of Zhao immeditely
ceded five cities to enlarge Qin’s territory in Hejian. Qin sent
the crown prince back to Yan. The state of Zhao attacked the
state of Yan and seized thirty-six counties located in the area
of Shanggu. After that, Zhao also ceded eleven of these

counties to the state of Qin.

Marquis Wenxin Was Driven Out of the Capital of Xianyang

Marquis Wenxin was driven out of the capital of
Xianyang of the state of Qin. Sikong Ma, one of the maquis’
assistants, went to the state of Zhao. The state of Zhao
appointed him to be deputy prime minister. The state of Qin
sent troops to invade the state of Zhao.

Sikong Ma consulted with the king of Zhao and said.
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“During the time when Marquis Wenxin was prime minister
of the state of Qin, I served him and was appointed to be
Shangshu (the title of a kind of official). So I am familiar
with the situation of the state of Qin. Now that Your Majesty
has employed me, I am also familiar with the situation of the
state of Zhao. Please let me explain the pre-war conditions
between Qin and Zhao, and Your Majesty will see which side
will win. Comparing our state with the state of Qin, which
state is bigger?”“Zhao is not as big as Qin. ”“Which state has
a larger population?” “Zhao ’s population is not as large as
Qin’s. ” “In terms of gold and grain, which state is more
wealthy?”4Zhao is not as wealthy as Qin. ”" Which state is
better governed?” “Zhao is not as well governed as Qin.”
“Whose prime minister is wiser and more capable?”“Zhao’s
prime minister is not as wise and capable as Qin’s. ”“Whose
general is more valorous?”**Zhao’s general is not as valorous
as Qin’s. " Whose law is better established?”**Zhao ’s law is
not as well established as Qin’s. ”Sikong Ma said, “Hence,
the state of Qin is superior to Zhao in every aspect. Your
state will soon be destroyed. Your Majesty!” The king of
Zhao said, “In order to show me how to manage government
affairs, you have travelled a long distance to my state. I
would like to rely on you to draft a countermeasure against
the invasion of the state of Qin. ” Sikong Ma said, “If Your
Majesty cedes a half of your territory to bribe Qin, Qin can
gain a half of Zhao’s land without lauching any attack on it.
Certainly the king of Qin will be very happy. Qin hates the

security measures in our state. Moreover, it also fears that
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other states might come to our rescue. So Qin will definitely
accept the land we offer. If Qin accepts the land, it will
withdraw its invading troops. Therefore, Zhao can keep the
other half of its territory and thus prevent the state from
being destroyed. Qin will be strengthened due to accepting
our territory. Therefore, those states located east of Mount
Xiao will be threatened by the power of Qin. If the state of
Zhao is destroyed, they will also be in danger. So their
sovereigns will become scared. Therefore, they will build an
alliance to assist each other in case of need. Accordingly, this
will provide a perfect chance for Hezong. Please let me forge
an alliance with those states for Your Majesty. If we succeed,
you might lose half of the state of Zhao, but you can win over
those states located east of Mount Xiao to confront Qin
together. If this is the case, Qin will be beaten!” The king of
Zhao said, “Not long ago,the troops of Qin invaded my state.
I ceded twelve counties in the area of Hejian to Qin. My
territory has been greatly reduced and my military force is
weak. We can not avoid Qin’s aggression anyway. Now you
suggest that I cede half of my state to strengthen the state of
Qin. If this is the case, we will not be able to safeguard our
state and it will he destroyed. Please draft another
countermeasure for me." Sikong Ma said, “When I was
young, I served as a kind of secretary in charge of writing
down some records in Qin. Because I did a good job, I was
appointed to another position of some power. However, I
haven’t yet commanded troops to fight any battles. Please let

me lead all the officers and men of our state to confront the
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troops of Qin. ” But the king of Zhao refused to appoint him
to be Commander-in-Chief. Sikong Ma said, “I drafted some
tactics for Your Majesty,but you didn’t listen to me. So, it is
of no use for me to stay here. Please let me leave the state of
Zhao. ”

Sikong Ma left the state of Zhao. When he passed by the
Pingyuan Ferry, Guo Yi,the officer in charge of the ferry,
entertained him and asked him, “Qin has dispatched its
troops to invade the state of Zhao, and you came from Zhao.
What is the situation in Zhao?” Sikong Ma told him that he
had drafted some strategies for the king of Zhao but the king
didn’ t listen to him. He also predicted that Zhao would
definitely be destroyed. The officer in charge of the Pingyuan
Ferry asked him, “In your opinion, when will the state of
Zhao be finished?” Sikong Ma said, “If Zhao appoints Lord
Wu’anCwhose name is Li Mu) to be Commander-in-Chief, it
can survive for one year. If Lord Wu’an is sentenced to
death, Zhao will be beaten within six months. The king of
Zhao has a court official named Han Cang. He always
panders to the king’s wishes. They are very close to each
other. However, Han Cang is very jealous of wise, capable
and meritorious court officials. Now that the state is on the
edge of destruction, the king will definitely take Han Gang’s
advice. Accordingly,Lord Wu’an will be executed. ”

Han Cang defamed Lord Wu’an as expected. The king
dismissed Lord Wu’an and appointed someone else to take his
post. When Lord Wu’an arrived at the palace, the king let

Han Cang condemn him. Han Cang said, “General, after you
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won the war, His Majesty invited you for a drink. However,
you secretly carried a dagger when you came up to the king to
propose a toast to wish him longevity. You deserve to be
sentenced to death!” Lord Wu’an said, “I suffer from rickets
and therefore my body becomes very large but my arms
remain very short. So, when 1bow in front of His Majesty to
show my respect, my arms cannot reach the ground. I am
afraid that I might offend His Majesty and therefore be
sentenced to death because of this faux pas. So I had two
wood aids made and attached then to my arms. If His Majesty
doesn’t believe me, I will show him. ” Then he took out the
wooden aids from his sleeves and showed them to Han Gang.
The aid looked like a block of wood and was wrapped in some
fabric. “Please explain this to His Majesty,” (said Lord
Wu’an. ) Han Gang said, “I have taken the order from His
Majesty to sentence you to death. It is also stated in the order
that you shouldn’t be absolved under any circumstances. I
don’t dare explain this to His Majesty. ” Lord Wu’an bowed
towards the north to accept the order to be sentenced to
death. Then he drew his sword and was about to kill himself.
But he said, “As a court official, I shouldn’t commit suicide
in the palace!” He walked out of the Sima Gate quickly and
then passed by the Jimen Gate. Then he raised his sword and
was about to kill himself. However, his arm was too short to
reach his neck. So he swallowed his sword and pressed the
sword against a post. Thus he killed himself.

Five months after Lord Wu’an’s death, the state of Zhao

was ruined. Since then,whenever the officer in charge of the
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Pingyuan Ferry met other officers or officials, he would tell
them, “Oh, what a kind of man Sikong Ma is!” In this
officer's opinion, although Sikong Ma was driven out of the
state of Qin, it was not due to his lack of wisdom. Although
he left the state of Zhao, he shouldn >t be considered
unworthy. After Sikong Ma left the state of Zhao, Zhao was
ruined. The reason why a state is ruined is not that the state
has no wise and capable people, but that these people are not

properly employed.

Four States— Wu, Chu, Van and Dai— Built an Alliance

Four states— Wu, Chu, Yan and Dai—built an alliance
to launch a concerted attack on the state of Qin. The king of
Qin called in sixty high-ranking court officials and guests to
discuss the situation. He asked them, “Now these four states
have built up an alliance to attack our state. However, my
state depots are short of savings and my people are exhausted
outside the state (due to warfare). What shall I do to deal
with the situation?” None of them replied. Then Yao Jia
replied, “Please send me on a diplomatic mission to visit these
four states. I assure you that I can persuade them to give up
their aggressive plans and not to send their troops to attack
us. 7 So the king presented Yao Jia with one hundred
carriages and one thousand jin of gold. He also gave Yao Jia
his own clothes and sword. Yao Jia said good-bye and left.
He made those states give up their aggressive plans, stop

sending their invading troops, and also established good
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relations with them. He reported these to Qin’s king and the
king was very happy with him. He conferred land with one
thousand families on Yao Jia and appointed Yao Jia to be one
of the highest-ranking court officials.

When Han Fei heard of this, he said, “Taking our pearls
and precious treasures with him, Yao Jia visited the states of
Chu and Wu in the south and the states of Yan and Dai in the
north. Now three years have passed, but our relations with
these four states are not really so good. On the other hand,
we have lost almost all the pearls and precious treasures of
our state. Yao Jia is merely buying off other states’
sovereigns for his own sake with Your Majesty’s power and
our precious treasures. Please examine this, Your Majesty!
In addition, Yao Jia used to be a porter in the capital of Liang
of the state of Wei. He committed brigandage in the capital of
Liang and was banished when he was serving in the
government of the state of Zhao. Now you are making
important decisions regarding our state affairs with such a
person. This is not the correct way to encourage the court
officials to devote themselves to the state!”

The king called in Yao Jia and asked him, “I heard that
you have consorted with other states’ sovereigns using my
money. Is this true?” “Yes, that’s true.”“Don’t you feel
ashamed for doing so?”“Zeng Shen used to treat his parents
very well, so people all over the world hope that their
children can be as dutiful as Zeng Shen. Wu Zixu used to he
very loyal to his sovereign, so sovereigns all over the world

hope that their own court officials can be as loyal as Wu Zixu.
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As for chaste and skillful wives, males all over the world
hope that they will marry this kind of women. Now [ am very
loyal to Your Majesty, but you don’t realize this. If I didn’t
establish good relations with those four states, which state do
you think I should consort with? Suppose I were not loyal to
Your Majesty, would the sovereigns of those four states have
appointed me to important positions? Jie trusted slanderers
and therefore killed his excellent generals. Zhou trusted
slanderers and therefore killed his loyal court officials. As a
result, not only did they themselves lose their lives, but their
kingdoms were ruined. Now if Your Majesty also believes
slanderers, you will lose the loyal court officials!” The king
said, “You used to be a porter, a notorious thief in the capital
of Liang and was also banished by the state of Zhao. ” Yao Jia
said, “Lii Wang, also known as Duke Tai, was divorced by
his wife from the state of Qi. He used to be an incapable
slaughterer in Chaoge. He was exiled by Zi Liang and the
people of Jinji refused to employ him as private servant.
However, King Wen employed him and subsequently unified
the whole world due to his help. Guan Zhong used to be a
businessman with very low social status. He had no power at
all when he was residing in Nanyang. Moreover, he was a
prisoner set free by the state of Lu. However, Duke Huan of
the state of Qi employed him and became one of the Lord-
protectors because of his endeavours. Baili Xi used to be a
beggar in the state of Yu. He was sold at a price of five
sheepskins. However, Duke Mu of the state of Qin appointed

him to be prime minister of his state and later the minority
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peoples of the western areas submitted to Duke Mu as the
result of Baili Xi’s effort. Duke Wen of the state of Jin
employed an infamous bandit from the state of Zhongshan and
with his help won the battle of Chengpu. These
aforementioned four scholars all had shortcomings and were
defamed by the people of the world. However, wise
sovereigns employed them because they knew that these
people could make great contributions to their states.
Suppose they were as pure as Bian Sui, Wu Guang and
Shentu Di,how could they be employed by those soverecigns?
Hence, a wise sovereign always overlooks the shortcomings
of the people he employs and refuses to listen to slanderers
attacking them as long as he knows that they will be able to
make great contributions to the state. So, a wise sovereign
will refuse to listen to imputations stirred up against the
people who are able to safeguard the state. He will refuse to
reward those who are not meritorious even if they enjoy the
highest reputation. Accordingly, court officials won’t dare
demand advantage from him that is not deserved. ”

The king of Qin said, “ What you said sounds
reasonable. ” Then he reappointed Yao Jia as emissary and

sentenced Han Fei to death.
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Book 8

The First Volume on Qi

King Wei of Chu Won the War in Xuzhou

King Wei of the state of Chu won the war against the
state of Qi in Xuzhou. Then he was going to drive Tian Ying
out of the state of Qi. Tian Ying was frightened. Zhang Chou
had a talk with King Wei and said, “The reason why Your
Majesty could win the war in Xuzhou lies in the fact that Qi
didn’t appoint Panzi to command its troops. Panzi has made
great contributions to the state of Qi, and the people willingly
take order from him. Panzi and Tian Ying are at odds with
each other. So Tian Ying appointed Shen Fu to be
Commander-in-Chief to command in this battle. As for Shen
Fu, neither the high-ranking court officials nor the ordinary
people would willingly take order from him. So Your Majesty
can defeat him. Now if Tian Ying is banished, Panzi will be
reemployed by the government of Qi. If he summons officers
and men again to confront the troops of Your Majesty, it will
definitely be disadvantageous to Your Majesty. ” Therefore,

King Wei didn’t drive Tian Ying out of the state of Qi.

Qi Intended to Confer Xue on Tian Ying

The king of Qi intended to confer Xue on Tian Ying.

When Chu’s king heard this news, he was very angry and
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offered to attack Qi. Qi’s king wanted to give up this plan.
Gongsun Han told Tian Ying, “Whether you can be conferred
Xue or not doesn’t depend on Qi but depends on Chu. I am
going to persuade Chu’s king for you and make him agree to
give you some land larger than the area Qi originally offered. ”
Tian Ying said, “Please do that for me. ” Gongsun Han told
Chu’s king, “The states of Lu and Song submit to you, but
Qi doesn’t, because Qi is strong while Lu and Song are small
and weak. Are you satisfied with only taking advantage of
small and weak states such as Lu and Song? Don’t you hate
Qi’s might? If Qi cedes some land to Tian Ying, it will be
weakened. Please don’t prevent that.” Chu’s king said,

“Good idea. ” He then stopped interfering in the matter.

Lord Jingguo Was Going to Build a Protective Wall in Xue

Lord Jingguo was going to build a protective wall in the
city of Xue. Many of his guests remonstrated with him. Lord
Jingguo issued an order to the officer in charge of taking in his
visitors, “Don’t bring any more guests to me!” A man from
the state of Qi wanted to see the lord. He promised, “Please
allow me to say only three words to the lord. If I should
speak one more word, please cook me alive.” So Lord
Jingguo agreed to meet him. The man quickly went to the
lord’s place and said, “Ocean. Big. Fish. ” Then he turned
around and was about to leave. The lord stopped him and

said, “You are holding something back. ” The man said, “I
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am in fear that I might lose my life. ” The lord said, “I will
not punish you. Just express whatever you want to say. ” The
man replied, “Haven’t you heard of the story of an extremely
large fish? It couldn’t be caught with nets, nor could it be
caught with hooks. However, if it left the water, it would be
devoured by ants and mole crickets. As for the state of Qi, it
is your ocean. You have already attained Qi ’s protection.
Why do you still want the city of Xue? In addition, although
you might have an extremely high protective wall built around
the city of Xue, it would be of no use to you at all!” Lord
Jingguo said, “I see. ” So he gave up his plan for building a

protective wall in Xue.

Lord Jingguo Had a Talk with Qi’s King

Lord Jingguo had a talk with the king of the state of Qi
and said, “ Regarding the files of those five government
departments, you should make the officials in charge report
to you and also examine them youself. ” The king said, “It is
always tiresome to talk about this. ” Then he appointed Lord

Jingguo to handle these government affairs for him.

Lord Jingguo Treated Qi Maobian Very Well

Lord Jingguo used to treat Qi Maobian very well. Other
guests of Lord Jingguo did not like Qi Maobian because he
had many shortcomings. Lord Jingguo s Chief of Guards

remonstrated with him and asked him to get rid of Qi
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Maobian. However, Lord Jingguo did not listen to him. The
Chief of Guards was angry and left. Lord Mengchang
persuaded Lord Jingguo secretly and asked him to get rid of
Qi Maobian. Lord Jingguo was outraged. He shouted,“I will
uproot you people if you speak ill of him again. I will do
anything to please Qi Maobian, even at the cost of my fief!”
He then prepared the best room in his house for Qi Maobian,
sent his eldest son to serve him, and had good food sent to
him punctually every day.

After a few years, King Wei died and King Xuan was
enthroned. The relationship between King Xuan and Lord
Jingguo was not so good, so the lord gave up his position at
court and went to Xue together with Qi Maobian. After some
time,Qi Maobian told Lord Jingguo that he was going to
return to the court to see King Xuan. Lord Jingguo said,
"The king is so dissatisfied with me that 1 am afraid that you
might lose your life if you go to see him. ” Qi Maobian said,
"I do not hope to survive. Please let me go. ”Lord Jingguo
could not stop him.

Qi Maobian then left for the capital of Qi. King Xuan
heard this information and waited for him angrily. Qi Maobian
went to see King Xuan. The king asked him, “Aren’t you
the most beloved one of Lord Jingguo? Doesn’t he always
take your advice?”Qi Maobian said, “He is very good to me.
However, he does not listen to me at all. Before you took
over the throne, I said to him,‘I do not think that the crown
prince is a kind person. He is cross-eyed and his ears are not

situated correctly on his head. As far as I know, people with
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this kind of countenance are ungrateful. So, we’d better oust
him and appoint Jiao Shi, the son of Mrs Wei, as crown
prince. ’ I saw tears running down Lord Jingguo ’s face. He
cried, ‘No, I cannot do that. > Should he have listened to me
at that time, he would have certainly not been in trouble
today. This is the first example to illustrate the fact that he
does not listen to me. After he arrived in Xue, Zhao Yang
(the general of the state of Chu) asked him several times to
exchange Xue for a vast territory several times bigger than
Xue. I told him, ‘ Agree to this offer. ° However, Lord
Jingguo said, ‘No. I received Xue as a fief from our deceased
king. Even though the present king dislikes me very much,
how can I do that? Moreover, we have built a temple here in
Xue to honour our deceased king. How can [ give the
ancestral temple to the state of Chu? ° He did not listen to me

E2]

again, and that is the second example. King Xuan was
deeply moved by these words. He groaned and said, " Has
Lord Jingguo served me so heart and soul? I am a fledgling
and have not realized that. Would you please invite Lord
Jingguo to return to my court?”Qi Maobian said, “Of course,
I will do that for you. ”

Lord Jingguo arrived in the robe presented to him by
King Wei. He wore the hat and sword given to him by the
former king of Qi as well. King Xuan went to the outskirts of
the capital to welcome him in person. He cried when he saw
the lord approaching from a distance. He then invited Lord

Jingguo to be prime minister of his government. Lord Jingguo

refused many times, but was eventually forced to accept the
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position. Ten days after he took office, he asked to retire due
to illness. The king did not agree until three days later.

At that time, Lord Jingguo really was a person who
knew how to understand others. Being able to know others,
he would not change his mind because of other people/s
opposition. And that also explained why Qi Maobian risked

his own life to defend the lord when he was in need.

The War in Handan

The troops of Wei besieged Handan. Zhao asked Qi for
help. King Wei of Qi called in his high-ranking court officials
to discuss the situation. He said, “Should we assist Zhao or
not?” Zou Ji said, “We’d better not help it. ” Duangan Lun
said, “It is disadvantageous for our state if we don’t assist
Zhao. ” King Wei asked, “Why?” “What kind of benefit can
we obtain if Wei occupies Handan?” “ You are right,” said
King Wei. He then dispatched his troops and issued an order
as follows: “Deploy the troops in the suburbs of Handan. ”
Duangan Lun said, “ What I consider advantageous or
disadvantageous doesn’t mean that. If we deploy our troops
in Handan’s suburbs to rescue it, Handan won’t be occupied
and Wei can maintain its military strength. It will be better to
send our troops to march towards the south to attack
Xiangling and thus make the enemy troops exhausted. If
Handan is occupied and Wei’s troops are exhausted, Zhao
will be broken and Wei will be weakened. ” King Wei said,

“Good idea. ” He then sent his troops to the south to attack
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Xiangling. Handan was occupied in July. Qi took advantage
of the fatigue of the troops of Wei and badly defeated them in

Guiling.

The War in Nanliang

When the troops of the state of Wei attacked Nanliang of
the state of Han, Han asked the state of Qi for
reinforcements. King Wei of Qi summoned high-ranking
court officials to discuss this. He asked them, “Is it
advantageous for us to assist it right now or shall we wait for
a while?” Zhang Gai replied, "If our troops are dispatched too
late, Han will yield to Wei. So we’d better help it as soon as
possible.” Tian Chensi said, "No, we shouldn’t assist it
now, because the military forces of both sides have not yet
been exhausted. If we rescue it immediately, the troops of
Wei will attack us. As a result, we will be easily controlled
by the state of Han! In addition, the state of Wei intends to
destroy the state of Han. If we wait until Han realizes that it
will be ruined, it will ask for help from our state in the east.
Then we can secretly unite with Han and attack the troops of
Wei when they become exhausted after the fighting.
Therefore, our state will become more powerful. We can gain
more benefit, and also obtain a high reputation. ” King Wei of
Qi said, “Good idea. ” He then informed the messenger from
Han that he would send troops to rescue Han and sent him
back.

Believing that the troops of the state of Qi would

coMm
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definitely come to their rescue, the troops of the state of Han
lost all the five battles with Wei. Then their messengers went
to the east to report to the state of Qi. Qi sent its troops to
attack the troops of Wei and badly defeated them in Maling.
As a result, the state of Wei was destroyed, and the state of
Han was weakened. So facing the north, the sovereigns of
these two states went to Qi’s court to show their submission

to King Wei through Tian Ying’s introduction.

Zou Ji, or Marquis Cheng, Was Prime Minister of Qi

When Zou Ji, also known as Marquis Cheng, was prime
minister of the state of Qi, while Tian Ji served as Grand
General of Qi. These two were at odds with each other.
Gongsun Han told Zou Ji, “Why not suggest to His Majesty
that we invade the state of Wei? If we win, you will be very
meritorious to the state because it is you that suggested
launching the attack. If our troops are defeated, Tian IJi
won’t be able to command his troops to advance further.
Thus if he doesn’t fight to the death on the battleground, he
will surrender to the enemy troops and will be beheaded. ”
Zou Ji thought this was a good idea. So he persuaded the king
of Qi to appoint Tian Ji as Commander-in-Chief to invade the
state of Wei.

Tian Ji launched three attacks on Wei and defeated the
enemy troops each time. Zou Ji told Gongsun Han about it.
Then Gongsun Han sent a man carrying ten yi of gold to see a

fortuneteller. The man said, “I am a subject of Tian Ji.
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Recently,we have won three battles and our power is spread
all across the world. We are planning to carry out a great
action (referring to overthrowing the king and taking over the
throne). Please tell me whether it is auspicious or not. ”
After the man left, Gongsun Han sent some officers to arrest
the fortuneteller and forced him to divulge this plot before the

king of Qi. As a result, Tian Ji had to flee from the state of
Tian Ji Was Appointed to be Qi’s General

Tian Ji was appointed to be Qi’s general and under his
leadership, the troops of Qi caught and bound Shen, the
crown prince of Wei, and held General Pang Juan captive.
Sunzi told Tian Ji, *“ General Tian, are you going to
accomplish a great achievement?” Tian Ji asked, “How can I
accomplish a great achievement?” Sunzi said, “You’d better
return to Qi with your armed forces and station the old, weak
and exhausted soldiers in Zhu to defend it. Zhu is a narrow
pass. Chariots and carriages impede each other when they
pass through it. If you appoint the old, weak and exhausted
soldiers to defend it,every one of them can easily confront ten
enemies. Then backing on Mount Tai, you can cross the
Jishui River on the left side and climb over Mount Gaotang on
the right. You can transport the supplies and equipment to
Gaowan, and then send well equipped light chariots and
cavalry to break the Yongmen Gate. In that case, the king of

Qi will listen to you and Marquis Cheng will flee. Otherwise,
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you cannot go back to Qi. ” Tian Ji didn’t listen to Sunzi. As

expected,he was not allowed to return to Qi.

Tian Ji Fled from Qi and Went to Chu

Tian Ji fled from the state of Qi and went to the state of
Chu. Then Zou Ji took his place to be the new prime minister
of the state of Qi. However, Zou Ji feared that Tian Ji might
enlist the power of the state of Chu and return to the state of
Qi. Du He said, “Please allow me to have him stay in Chu. ”
Du He had a talk with the king of the state of Chu and said,
“The reason why Zou Ji is not friendly to the state of Chu is
that he fears that Tian Ji might go back to the state of Qi with
the help of your state. Your Majesty, it would be better if
you confer Jingnan on Tian Ji to show that Tian Ji won’t
return to Qi. As a result, Zou Ji will lead the state of Qi to
act favourably toward you. As for Tian Ji, he is a refugee. If
he is conferred some land, he will be very grateful to Your
Majesty. If he may return to Qi later, he certainly will lead
the state of Qi to submit to you. This is the best way to

employ these two men. ” The king of Chu conferred Jiangnan

on Tian Ji as expected.
Zou Ji Worked for King Xuan’s Government
Zou Ji worked in the government of King Xuan of the

state of Qi and recommended a lot of people to work for the

state. King Xuan was unhappy with him for this reason. Yan
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Shou was very powerful and influential in the state. But he
seldom recommended people to the government. King Xuan
liked him very much. Zou Ji had a talk with King Xuan and
said, “I heard that people believe that having five sons to take
care of them is much better than having only one to perform
this task. How many people has Yan Shou recommended to
you?” Then King Xuan began to think that Yan Shou
intended to destroy the careers of those capable scholars and

thus prevent them from serving his state.

Zou Ji Was More Than Eight Chi Tall

Zou Ji was more than eight chi tall. He was very
handsome and glowed with health. One morning, he got
dressed and looked at himself in the mirror. He asked his
wife, “Who do you think is more handsome, Mr Xu living in
the northern part of the capital or I?” His wife said, “You are
very handsome. Mr Xu cannot match you!” Mr Xu who lived
in the northern part of the capital was the most handsome
man in the state of Qi. Zou Ji was not so confident about his
own looks, so he asked his concubine the same question;
“Who do you think is more handsome, Mr Xu or 1?” The
concubine replied, "How can Mr Xu match you!” The next
day, a guest came to visit Zou Ji. They sit down and talked.
Zou Ji asked him, “Who do you think is more handsome, Mr
Xu or I?” The guest said, “Mr Xu is not as handsome as
you!”

Mr Xu himself came the next day. Zou Ji observed him
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thoroughly and thought that he himself was not as handsome
as Mr Xu. He then looked in the mirror and found that he
was much less handsome than Mr Xu. He thought it over and
over from morning till night and said, “My wife considered
me more handsome than Mr Xu because of her favouritism
towards me. My concubine considered me more handsome,
because she was afraid of me and therefore wanted to please
me. My guest considered me more handsome, because he was
going to ask me for help. ”

Then Zou Ji went to the court to see King Wei of Qi and
said, "I know for sure that I am not as handsome as Mr Xu.
However, my wife loves me, my concubine is afraid of me
and my guest is going to ask me for help, so they all said that
I am more handsome than Mr Xu. Now Qi has one thousand
Li of land and owns one hundred and twenty cities and towns.
All the women and beloved ones in the palace love you. All
the court officials are afraid of you. And all the people living
within our borders on all four sides are going to seek your
help. From this point of view, you must have been cheated
very badly, Your Majesty. ” King Wei said, “You are right. ”
Then he issued an order as follows; “Among all the high-
ranking court officials, officers and ordinary people, those
who can point out my errors frankly will be rewarded with top
awards. Those who write to me to remonstrate with me will
be rewarded with medium awards. Those who can openly
discuss my mistakes will be rewarded with third-class
awards. ”

After this order was issued, all the high-ranking court
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officials and officers vied with each other to remonstrate with
the king. The front of the court was as crowded as the
market. A few months later, someone would come to argue
with the king betweentimes. After a year, there was nothing
to remonstrate with the king. When the states of Yan, Zhao,
Han and Wei heard this story, they all went to say
congratulations and show their respect to the king of Qi. This
is regarded as defeating the enemy states without stepping out

of the court hall.

The Troops of Qin Traversed Han and Wei to Attack Qi

The troops of Qin traversed Han and Wei to attack Qi.
King Xuan of Qi appointed Kuang Zhang to lead the troops of
Qi to confront the enemy. These two armies deployed
opposite each other, and they both sent emissaries to the
other side several times. Kuang Zhang asked his soldiers to
use the enemy flags and dress themselves in the uniforms of
the enemy troops and then intermingle with the enemy army.
A spy reported to King Wei that Kuang Zhang and his troops
had yielded to Qin. But King Xuan didn’t believe it. After a
while, another spy reported that Kuang Zhang and the troops
of Qi had surrendered to Qin. But King Xuan didn’t believe
it. This same story was repeated three times. Then an officer
asked the king for instructions, “Several people said that
Kuang Zhang had lost the war. Why not send another general
to attack him?” The king said, “He definitely will not betray
me. Why should I attack him?”
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After some time, news spread that the troops of Qi won
the war and those of Qin suffered a debacle. Then the king of
Qin regarded himself as one of Qi’s court officials from the
west and apologized to the king of Qi for launching the
military operation. The people around King Xuan asked him,
“How could you know that Kuang Zhang would not betray
our state?” King Xuan said, “Kuang Zhang’ s mother
offended his father, so his father killed her and buried her
corpse beneath the stall. When I appointed Kuang Zhang to
lead my troops to confront the enemy, I encouraged him as
follows: 41 know you are very strong and brave. If you defeat
the enemy and lead our officers and men back without severe
casualties, I will definitely reinter your mother. ° Kuang
Zhang replied, ‘It is not that I can not reinter my mother.
However, my mother offended my father. And my father
didn’t tell me to reinter her before he died. If I reinter my
mother without my father’ s permission, [ will cheat my
deceased father, so I don’t dare to do that. > As a son, he
would not cheat his deceased father. As a court official, how

could he cheat his living sovereign?”

Chu Was About to Invade Qi

The troops of the state of Chu were about to invade the
state of Qi. The state of Lu allied with Chu. The king of the
state of Qi worried about this. Zhang Gai said, “Please allow
me to persuade the state of Lu to remain neutral. ” So on

behalf of the state of Qi, Zhang Gai went to see the sovereign
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of the state of Lu. The sovereign of Lu asked him, "Is the
king of the state of Qi frightened?” “I have no idea about
that. I am here to express my condolences to you!”“Why are
you doing so?”“Your strategy is totally wrong! Why do you
unite with the loser instead of consorting with the victor?”
“Which side do you think will win, Qi or Chu?” “Even the
spirits don’t know that. ”"Well, if this is the case, why are
you here consoling me?”“The military forces of Qi and Chu
counterbalance each other, no matter which side the state of
Lu will ally with. Why not maintain your strength and wait
and see the result of the war? If the troops of Chu defeat
those of Qi badly, both the elite warriors and the bravest
soldiers of Chu will have fought to the death. Thus the rest of
Chu’s military force will no longer be able to resist the troops
of other states of the world. Similarly, if the troops of Qi win
the war, both their elite warriors and selected soldiers also
will have fought to the death. Thus you can lead your troops
to attack them after they are exhausted due to the warfare
with Chu. Hence, you will make great gains. Moreover, the
state which has been defeated will also be very grateful to
you!” The sovereign of Lu thought this strategy of Zhang Gai

was right, so he withdrew his troops.

Qin Attacked Wei

The troops of the state of Qin attacked the state of Wei.

With Chen Zhen’s endeavours, three states— Han, Zhao and

Wei—built an alliance to resist the state of Qin. Then Chen
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Zhen went to the east to advise the king of the state of Qi and
said, “In ancient times, when sovereigns attacked other
states, they aimed at either putting the world in order or
accomplishing great achievements and therefore gaining a high
reputation. They did so to benefit later ages. Now the Six
States— Qi, Chu, Yan, Zhao, Han and Wei—are engaged in
attacking each other. Thus not only are they incapable of
accomplishing great achievements and gaining high
reputations, but they will strengthen the powerful Qin and
weaken themselves in the meantime. This is not a correct
strategy for the states located east of Mount Xiao. The only
state that can pose a threat to the states east of Mount Xiao is
the powerful Qin. However, the states don’t worry about
the problems that might be caused by Qin, but try to weaken
each other. As a result, Qin will take advantage of both sides
to benefit itself. That s why I am worrying about the
problems of the states east of Mount Xiao! States in the
world are fighting each other to make their enemy states cede
land to Qin, although Qin doesn’t exert any effort itself.
Other states in the world are vying with each other to cook
their enemy states alive for the sake of the state of Qin,
although Qin doesn’t provide them with any firewood. The
state of Qin is very clever, but the states located east of
Mount Xiao are very stupid! I hope that Your Majesty will
consider this.

“In ancient times, when the Five Di Ancestors, the
Three King Ancestors and the Five Lord-protectors attacked

other states, they would only attack those under the rule of
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tyrannical sovereigns. Nowadays, regarding Qin’s aggression
against other states in the world, it is exactly the opposite;
sovereigns of those states being attacked will be either killed
or humiliated and the people will either lose their lives or be
captured. The tears on the faces of the people of the states of
Han and Wei have not yet been dry. Only the people of the
state of Qi haven’t experienced Qin’s aggression.
Nonetheless, it is not because the relationship between Qi
and Qin is good and that between Qin, Han and Wei is bad.
Similarly,it is not because Qi is far away from Qin but Han
and Wei are nearby. Qin will extend its territory to Qi soon!
Now the troops of Qin will invade Jiang and Anyi of the state
of Wei. After Qin’s troops occupy Jiang and Anyi, they will
march eastwards along the bank of the Yellow River. They
will definitely conquer these areas and then invade the state of
Qi eastwards. If Qi is defeated, Qin will extend its border to
the sea. Thus it will block off the states of Chu, Han and
Wei’s ties with their alliance in the south, and isolate the
states of Yan and Zhao in the north. If this is the case, Qi
will have no options. I hope that Your Majesty consider this.
“Now the states of Han, Zhao and Wei have already
concluded an alliance and therefore become brother states
again. They made an agreement together to dispatch selected
soldiers to safeguard Jiang and Anyi of the state of Wei. This
is a sound strategy, which will benefit tens of thousands of
future generations. If the state of Qi doesn’t send selected
troops to assist these three states, it will be in trouble in

future. As long as these three states— Han, Zhao and Wei—
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build an alliance to resist Qin, the troops of Qin certainly
won’t dare invade the state of Wei. So it will definitely attack
the state of Chu in the south. If Chu and Qin engage in
warfare, the three states— Han, Zhao and Wei— will launch a
concerted assault on your state in the east, since they are
angry with you because you refused to join them in resisting
Qin. That’s why I said that your state would have trouble in
future. So you’d better send your troops to join those of the
three states. ”

The king of Qi listened to him with reverence. He

dispatched his troops to assist the alliance built by the states

of Han, Zhao and Wei as expected.

Su Qin Persuaded King Xuan of Qi to Join Hezong for Zhao

Su Qin advocated the tactic of Hezong for the sake of the
state of Zhao. He persuaded King Xuan of Qi to join the plan
and said, “The state of Qi owns Mount Tai in the south,
Mount Langye in the east, the Qinghe River in the west and
the Bohai Sea in the north. This state has natural obstacles
for defence on all four sides. Qi also has two thousand Li of
land, hundreds of thousands of armed soldiers and its stocks
of grain piled up as high as mountains. Qi’s chariots are well
equipped and of high quality, and you also have the support of
the troops of five other states. Thus when the troops of Qi
are dispatched, they can march as quickly as arrows fly. They
can fight enemy troops as fiercely as thunders and retreat as

swiftly as rain and wind. Even though Qi is assaulted by

uT
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other states, they don’t need to climb over Mount Tai, cross
the Qinghe River or sail the Bohai Sea to confront them.
There are seventy thousand families living in the city of Linzi.
I personally believe that each family has at least three adult
males. Altogether, there are around two hundred and ten
thousand men. Even if you don’t recruit from other counties,
you will have as many as two hundred and ten thousand
soldiers in Linzi alone. Linzi is a very rich city. All the people
there play musical instruments such as the Yu, Se, Zhu and
Qin, hold rooster or dog races, and play chess or football to
entertain themselves. Linzi ° s roads are very crowded.
Carriages bump into each other, and pedestrians jostle each
other. When people put the fronts of their garments
together, they can make a curtain. When people raise their
sleeves, they can make a veil. When people wipe their sweat,
it is like raining. All the families are very wealthy and the
people are very proud of themselves. Your Majesty is wise
and able, and with the mightiness of the state of Qi, you are
invincible all over the world. However, you are going to
submit to Qin’s authority. I feel very ashamed of you for that
reason.

“The reason that Han and Wei are afaid of Qin lies in the
fact that these two states share their borders with Qin. If
Han and Wei dispatch their troops to confront Qin, which
side will win the war will be decided within ten days. If Han
and Wei can defeat Qin, they will lose one half of their
military forces and become incapable of defending their

borders. If they are defeated by Qin, their states will be
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ruined subsequently. Therefore, Han and Wei are very
reluctant to launch attacks against Qin and will easily submit
to Qin’s authority.

“However, things are not the same if Qin attacks Qi.
The troops of Qin need to cross Han and Wei, and march
through dangerous natural passes such as Yangjin of Wei and
Kangfu. At such places, two chariots or horses cannot pass
side by side. If only one hundred soldiers are deployed there
to defend them, one thousand enemy soldiers cannot manage
to defeat them. Even though Qin wants to encroach upon Qi,
it is indecisive and afraid that Han and Wei might take
occasion to attack it in the rear. So it is just engaging in
bravados but doesn’t dare take any concrete action.
Obviously, Qin cannot pose any threat to Qi. If you don’t
know this and prepare to submit to Qin’s authority, it is the
worst policy your court officials could draft. Now you can be
rid of the infamy of yielding to Qin and strengthen your own
state instead. Your Majesty, please pay a little attention to
what I have said and think it over. ” King Xuan said, “I am
not very wise. Now you have informed me of the instructions
of the king of Zhao. I am going to lead my state .to follow

2

him.
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Zhang Yi Advocated Lianheng on Qin’s Behalf and
Persuaded Qi’s King

Zhang Yi advocated Lianheng on behalf of the state of
Qin. He went to consult with the king of the state of Qi and
said, “Among all the powerful states in the world, not one
state is as powerful as the state of Qi. Qi’s high-ranking
court officials and adult males, fathers and sons are
numerous, wealthy and lead happy lives. No other state can
match Qi in this respect. However, the advisors of Your
Majesty all focus on short-term strategies but overlook long-
term interests that might benefit your future generations. The
people advocating Hezong definitely advise Your Majesty as
follows; “Qi is adjacent to the powerful Zhao in the west.
The states of Han and Wei are located south of Qi. Qi is also
a coastal state. It has a vast territory and a huge population.
Qi’s military forces are formidable and strong and the soldiers
are valiant. Even if there were one hundred Qins, they
wouldn’t pose any threat to us! ° Your Majesty listen to their
opinions but fail to see the reality.

“The people advocating Hezong have built cabals to
support each other. They all believe that Hezong is a
practical strategy. I heard that previously the state of Qi and
the state of Lu fought three battles and Lu won every time.
However, the state of Lu came under severe threat and was
subsequently defeated. Although Lu had enjoyed the

reputation of winning every battle, eventually it was ruined.
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Why? Well, the state of Qi is big but the state of Lu is small.
Currently, the contrast between the state of Zhao and the
state of Qin is similar to that between Lu and Qi. When the
troops of Qin and those of Zhao engaged on the bank of the
Zhangshui River, the latter defeated the former in both
battles. Then the two sides fought in Fanwu and the troops
of Zhao defeated those of Qin in both battles fought there.
However, after these four victories, Zhao lost tens of
thousands of soldiers on the battlefield. Only the city of
Handan was still in the hands of Zhao’s king. Although Zhao
enjoyed the reputation of defeating the state of Qin, in reality
it was ruined. Why? The state of Qin is powerful but the
state of Zhao is weak. Recently, the king of Qin married a
princess from Chu. Therefore, Qin and Chu became brother
states. The state of Han has presented Qin with the area of
Yiyang. The state of Wei has given Qin the area of Hewai.
The king of the state of Zhao went to Mianchi to show his
respect to the king of Qin. In order to establish good relations
with Qin, Zhao also ceded Hejian to Qin. If Your Majesty
doesn’t submit to Qin’s king, he will order the troops of the
states of Han and Wei to invade the southern areas of your
state. He will also order the troops of the state of Zhao to
cross the Qinghe River and approch the Boguan Fortress.
Thus the arcas of Linzi and Jimo will no longer belong to
Your Majesty! Once your state is ruined, even though you
would like to submit to Qin, it wouldn’t be possible to do so.
So, that’s why I hope Your Majesty will think about this

carefully. ”
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The king of Qi said, “Located in this remote and isolated
area, Qi is a coastal state near the East Sea. I haven’t heard
of anything regarding these long-term national interests. I am
lucky that you, our honoured guest, have brought me these
instructions. Please let me lead my state to submit to Qin. ”
He then ceded three hundred Li of land teeming with fish and

salt to Qin.
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Book 9

The Second Volume on Qi

Han and Qi Made an Alliance

The state of Han and the state of Qi made an alliance.
Due to Zhang Yi’s arrangement, the allied forces of the state
of Qin and the state of Wei were about to invade the state of
Han. The king of the state of Qi said, "Well, Han is our
ally. Now the troops of Qin are invading Han. I will help it. ”
Tian Chensi said, “Your Majesty’s plan is wrong! You’d
better let the matter rest. The state of Yan is under control of
Zi Kuai and Zi Zhi. The people don’t support them, and the
sovereigns of other states won’t establish diplomatic relations
with them. Now the troops of Qin are attacking the state of
Han. The states of Chu and Zhao will definitely send their
troops to assist it. Thus Heaven will bestow the state of Yan
on us. ” The king said, “Good idea. ” He then promised the
emissary from Han that Qi would assist Han and sent him
back.

Relying on the promise of the state of Qi, the troops of
Han engaged the enemy troops. The states of Chu and Zhao
sent troops to assist Han as expected. The troops of the state
of Qi took occasion to attack the state of Yan and occupied it

within thirty days.
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Zhang Yi Served King Hui of Qin

Zhang Yi served King Hui of the state of Qin. After
King Hui died, King Wu of Qin came into power. The people
close to King Wu spoke ill of Zhang Yi in front of the new
king. They said, “Zhang Yi didn’t serve our departed king
with loyalty. ” Shortly after this, the state of Qi sent people
here to condemn Zhang Yi.

When Zhang Yi heard this, he told King Wu, “I have an
unwise strategy and want to present it to Your Majesty. ”
King Wu asked, “What is it?” Zhang Yi said, “I am planning
for our state. The state of Qi located in the east will launch a
large-scale attack on another state. Then Your Majesty can
take occasion to obtain a lot of land from other states. Now
the king of Qi hates me very much. No matter where I stay,
he will definitely send troops to attack me. So, I want to go
to the state of Wei. Then the troops of Qi will definitely
attack it. When the troops of Qi and Wei engage each other,
you can take occasion to invade the state of Han and occupy
the area of Sanchuan. Then you can dispatch our troops from
the Hangu Valley secretly to approach the two Zhous. As a
result, you can obtain the Nine Cauldrons. Then you can
force the Son of Heaven to issue orders to other states
according to your own will, and take control of all the
territory and population of the world. Thus you will be able
to unify the whole world!” The king said, “Very good.”
Then he had thirty chariots prepared for Zhang Yi and sent
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him to the state of Wei.

The state of Qi sent troops to attack the state of Wei as
expected. The king of Wei was scared. So, under Zhang Yi’s
instructions, Feng Xi,a hanger-on of Zhang Yi, went to the
state of Chu. Then he was sent on a diplomatic mission to the
state of Qi as an emissary from Chu. After the diplomacy was
over, Feng Xi told the king of Qi, “Your Majesty, although
you hate Zhang Yi very much, you still have conferred
substantial power on him and arranged for him to serve the
king of the state of Qin. ” The king of Qi said, “I hate Zhang
Yi very much. Wherever Zhang Yi stays, [ will definitely
send my troops to attack that place. What do you mean by I
conferring power on Zhang Yi?” Feng Xi replied, “Of course
you have conferred power on him! Before Zhang Yi left the
state of Qin, he made an agreement with the king of Qin as
follows; ‘I am planning for our state. The state of Qi located
in the east will launch a large-scale attack on another state.
Then Your Majesty can take occasion to obtain a lot of land
from other states. Now the king of Qi hates me very much.
No matter where I stay, he will definitely send troops to
attack that place. So, I want to go to the state of Wei. Thus
the troops of Qi will definitely attack it. When the troops of
Qi and Wei engage each other, you can take occasion to
invade the state of Han and occupy the area of Sanchuan.
Then you can dispatch our troops from the Hangu Valley
secretly to approach the two Zhous. As a result, you can
obtain the Nine Cauldrons. Then you can force the Son of

Heaven to issue orders to other states according to your own
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will, and take control of the territory and population of the
world. Thus you will be able to unify the whole world!’ The
king of Qin thought this was a good idea, so he presented
Zhang Yi with thirty chariots and sent him to the state of
Wei. Now you are about to attack Wei as expected. Hence,
you will exhaust your officers and men by attacking your
allied state. As a result, you will help the enemy state, Qin,
enlarge its territory and cause problems for yourself. In
addition, the king of Qin will also believe in Zhang Yi. That’s
why I said you have conferred power on Zhang Yi!”

The king of Qi said, “Well, T understand. ”He stopped

attacking the state of Wei.

Xi Shou Led the Troops of Wei to Fight the Troops of Qi in
Chengkuang and Lost the War

Xi Shou, also known as Gongsun Yan, led the troops of
the state of Wei to fight the troops of the state of Qi in
Chengkuang, but his troops were defeated. Zhang Yi told the
king of Wei, “If you don’t take my advice, your state will be
in danger!” So the king of Wei appointed Zhang Yi to be
prime minister of his state. Zhang Yi consorted with the
states of Qin and Wei and then went to persuade the state of
Qi to join Lianheng. Xi Shou hoped to destroy Zhang Yi’s
plan. So he told the sovereign of the state of Wei, “I am not
at odds with Zhang Yi at all. We are simply serving the state
in different ways! Please reconcile the relationship between

Zhang Yi and me!” The sovereign of Wei then told Zhang Yi
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about this. Zhang Yi promised to improve his relations with
Xi Shou. Then he sat before the sovereign of the state of Wei
along with Xi Shou. Xi Shou knelt down to wish Zhang Yi
longevity. On the next day, Zhang Yi left (for the state of
Qi) and Xi Shou went to see him off and accompanied him to
the border of Qi.

When the king of Qi heard this, he became very angry
with Zhang Yi. He said, “Gongsun Yan is my enemy.
However, Zhang Yi accompanied him. This person will
betray my state along with Gongsun Yan!” After that, he

refused to listen to Zhang Yi’s advice.

Zhao Yang Led the Troops of Chu to Attack Wei

Zhao Yang led the troops of Chu to attack Wei. They
destroyed the enemy troops, killed their general and occupied
eight counties and towns. They then turned around to attack
Qi. Chen Zhen was sent on a diplomatic mission by King
Xuan of Qi to see Zhao Yang. Chen bowed to Zhao Yang
twice to congratulate him for his great victory. Then he stood
up and said, “According to the law of Chu, what kind of
position and title will be conferred on you if you defeat the
enemy troops and behead their general?” Zhao Yang said,
“The highest position will be First Zhuguo, and the highest
title will be First Zhigui (the name of a most honourable
title). ” Chen Zhen asked, “Is there anything more powerful
and honourable than that?” Zhao Yang said, “Only Lingyin is

more powerful and honourable. ” Chen Zhen said, “Lingyin is
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the position with the most power and honour. However, you
cannot be entitled as Lingyin twice. Please let me tell you a
story to draw an analogy for you. Once a man in Chu held a
fete and gave his inferiors a cup of wine after the ceremony
was over. The inferiors told each other, 4If several people
share this cup of wine, it is not enough. But it is more than
enough if one person drinks it alone. Each of us can draw a
snake on the ground, and the one who finishes first can drink
the wine. > One of them finished his snake first. He grasped
the cup and was going to drink. Then he held the cup with
the left hand and said, 41 can also draw feet for the snake. ’
Before he finished drawing the feet, another person finished
his snake. The latter seized the cup and said, 4Snakes don’t
have feet. How can you draw feet for the snake?’ He then
drunk the wine. The one who added feet to his snake lost the
wine. Now you are helping Chu attack Wei. You have
defeated its troops, killed its general and occupied eight cities
and towns without any severe casualties to your own troops.
Now you are going to attack Qi. The people of Qi are terrified
by you. If you are doing so for the sake of gaining fame, you
are already famous enough. However, you cannot be
appointed as Double Lingyin anyway. Even though you may
win every war, if you don’t know when and where to stop,
you will lose your life, and your title will be conferred on
somebody else. That can also be regarded as the feet of the
snake. ” Zhao Yang thought Chen Zhen was right. So he

withdrew his troops from Qi.
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The Troops of Qin Attacked Zhao

The troops of the state of Qin attacked the state of Zhao.
The king of Zhao sent Lou Huan to present Qin with five
cities to negotiate a ceasefire with Qin and unite with it to
invade the state of Qi. The king of Qi was frightened. So in
order to make peace with Qin, he sent someone to present
Qin with ten cities. Lou Huan worried about this very much.
So he promised to cede the king of Qin twenty-four counties
in the area of Shangdang. Zhao Zu wen to the state of Qi and
told the king of Qi, “Your Majesty, do you want to destroy
the ties between Qin and Zhao? If so, you’d better establish
good relations with Zhao. Then Zhao will definitely cut off its
ties with Qin. In this case, your state will be free from

threat!”

Qi and Yan Were Engaged in Warfare in Quan

Qi and Yan were engaged in warfare in Quan. Qin sent
Wei Ran to Zhao to ask Zhao to dispatch troops to help Yan
attack Qi. Lord Mengchang sent Wei Chu to Zhao to inform
Li Dui as follows: “If you help Yan attack Qi, Qi will be in
danger. When Qi finds itself in danger, it will cede some land
to Yan to make peace with it. Then Qi will turn against Zhao
and attack it. Thus you are leading your officers and men to
fight as Yan ’ s eastern army and helping Yan enlarge its

territory. So I think you’d better not deploy your troops or
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throw them into battle. Then the situation in Qi will be
cased. As a result, it will engage in war with Yan again. If
Yan can defeat Qi, its officers and men will become
exhausted. Then Zhao can take occasion to occupy Tang and
Quni. If Yan loses the war, it will submit to Zhao ’ s
authority. So, you can sit on the fence and obtain land both
from the threatened Qi and the exhausted Yan, and can take

”»

control over both states.

The Troops of Qin Invaded Changping of Zhao

The troops of the state of Qin invaded Changping of the
state of Zhao. The states of Qi and Chu sent troops to save
Changping. The people of Qin discussed countermeasures and
drew a conclusion as follows; “Now Qi and Chu’s troops are
coming to Zhao’s rescue. If they support Zhao strongly, we
will order our troops to retreat. If not, we can launch an
attack on it. ”

The people of the state of Zhao were badly short of food.
So they went to Qi to borrow grain. But Qi rejected them. Su
Qin told the king of Qi, “We’d better lend grain to them.
Then the troops of Qin will retreat. If we don’t lend them
grain, the troops of Qin won ’t retreat. Hence, Qin’ s
strategies will prove correct and those of the states of Qi and
Yan will prove wrong! Moreover, Zhao can serve as a barrier
for Yan and Qi. The relationship of Zhao to Yan and Qi is
similar to the relationship between lips and teeth. If the lips
are gone, the teeth will feel cold. If the state of Zhao is
destroyed today, the states of Qi and Chu will follow in
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Zhaols footsteps tomorrow. Hence, we should reinforce
Zhao as urgently as holding a leaking urn or watering a
scorching cauldron. Rescuing Zhao can manifest our
righteousness. Forcing the troops of Qin to retreat can gain
us a high reputation. Out of righteousness, we can both
rescue the perilous Zhao that is on the edge of defeat and
coerce the troops of the powerful Qin into retreating before
our military power. However, you are not committed to
reaching this goal but focus on keeping your grain. The plans

of the advisors of our state are completely wrong. ”

Someone Had a Talk with Qi’s King

Someone had a talk with the king of the state of Qi and
said, “Regarding the states of Zhou and Han, the powerful
Qin is adjacent to them in the west, and the states of Zhao
and Wei are located to their east. The troops of Qin have
invaded the western areas of Zhou and Han. But Zhao and
Wei don’t invade them, because it is disadvantageous to them
if the territory of Zhou and Han is ceded. If Zhou and Han’s
territory is lost, Zhao and Wei won’t be able to avoid the
threat caused by the state of Qin. Now the state of Qi is
joining Qin in attacking Zhao and Wei. It is somewhat the
same as Zhao and Wei assisting Qin to invade Zhou and Han.
Now if Qi reinforces Qin to invade Zhao and Wei, the troops
of Qin will launch an attack on your state after they defeat
Zhao and Wei. How can Qi win over reinforcements from

other states in the world if this is the case?”
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Book 10
The Third Volume on Qi
Chu’s King Died

The king of the state of Chu died. At that time, the
crown prince of Chu stayed in the state of Qi as a hostage. Su
Qin had a talk with the lord of Xue and said, “Why not detain
the crown prince of Chu and trade him for the eastern area of
the state of Chu?” The lord of Xue said, “That’s impossible!
If we detain the crown prince, the people of the capital of
Ying will enthrone another person. Thus we will detain the
hostage for nothing, and in the meantime,people in the world
will consider this as unethical conduct!” Su Qin said, “You
are wrong! If the people of the capital of Ying enthrone a new
sovereign, you can inform the new sovereign as follows; °If
you give me the castern area of your state, I will behead the
crown prince for you. Otherwise, I will unite with the states
of Qin, Han and Wei to enthrone him. > If this is the case,
you can certainly obtain Chu’s eastern area. ”

This proposal put forward by Su Qin is practical. By
doing so, the king of the state of Chu can be forced to cede
the eastern area immediately. More territory can be gained
from the state of Chu. The state of Chu can be coerced into
presenting more territory to Qi by exhibiting loyalty to the
crown prince of Chu. The crown prince can be driven out of

Qi for the benefit of the new king of the state of Chu. The
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crown prince can be supported and then return to Chu to take
over the state. Some people can speak ill of Su Qin in front of
the lord of Xue. Some people can ask the state of Chu to
confer some land and an honourable title on Su Qin. Some
people can exhort the lord of Xue to treat Su Qin with honour
and respect. Su Qin can also win over the lord of Xue
himself.

Su Qin had a talk with the lord of Xue and said, “I
heard, ‘If one’ s strategy is divulged, his undertaking will
result in failure. If one cannot make a concrete plan, he won’t
be able to gain a high reputation. ’Now you have detained the
crown prince of Chu, because you want to trade him for the
eastern area of the state of Chu. If you cannot gain this land
as soon as possible, the state of Chu might change its mind.
Thus you will keep the hostage for nothing and will also
become notorious worldwide. ” The lord of Xue said, “I sce.
What shall T do then?” Su Qin replied, “Please send me on a
diplomatic mission to the state of Chu. I will make Chu
present the eastern area to you immediately. If we can win
over the state of Chu, you will be free from threat. ” The lord
of Xue said, “Very good. ” Then he sent Su Qin to Chu. (So
it is said,“This proposal expounded by Su Qin is practical. ”)

Su Qin had a talk with the king of the state of Chu and
said, “The people of the state of Qi will back the crown
prince and enthrone him. I think the reason why the lord of
Xue has detained the crown prince lies in the fact that he
wants to trade him for the eastern area of your state. If Your

Majesty don’t present him with the eastern area, the crown
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prince will offer twice the amount of territory to Qi and
therefore win over the support of that state. ” The king of
Chu said, “I will follow your instructions carefully. ” Then he
presented the eastern area to Qi. So it is said, “By doing so,
the king of the state of Chu was forced to cede the eastern
area immediately. ”

Su Qin had a talk with the lord of Xue and said,
“Judging from the current situation in the state of Chu, it can
cede more territory to us. ” The lord of Xue asked, “Why?”
Su Qin replied, “Please tell the crown prince that the king of
Chu is going to cede land to Qi, and let him pay a visit to
you. Then you can express your loyalty towards him. When
the king of Chu hears of this story, he will cede more land to
us. ” So it is said,“More territory can be gained from the state
of Chu. ”

Su Qin had a talk with the crown prince of Chu and said,
“The people of the state of Qi support you and want to
enthrone you to be king of your state. However, the king of
Chu has offered to cede some land to Qi and thus asked Qi to
detain you here. But we think Chu is not offering enough
land. Why not promise to give Qi twice the amount of land to
strengthen Qi? As a result, Qi will definitely support you in
fighting for the state of Chu.” The crown prince said,
“Excellent. ” Then he offered twice the amount of land to
enlarge Qi’s territory. When the king of Chu heard of this,
he was scared. So he ceded more territory to Qi. After that,
he still feared that Qi might not support him. So it is said,

“The state of Chu can be coerced into presenting more
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territory to Qi by exhibiting loyalty to the crown prince of
Chu. ”

Su Qin had a talk with the king of the state of Chu and
said, “The reason why the people of the state of Qi dare to
ask for more territory from you lies in the fact that the crown
prince of your state is in their hands. Now they have already
obtained some land, but they will continually ask for more,
because they can use the crown prince to vie with you for the
authority of the state. I can banish the crown prince. If the
crown prince is driven out of Qi, the people of Qi will no
longer have any excuse for demanding land from you. As a
result, they won’t turn against Your Majesty. Then Your
Majesty can take occasion to establish good relations with Qi
immediately. Since Qi won’t have any alternative, it will
definitely listen to your advice. Thus you can rid yourself of a
personal enemy and also win over the state of Qi. ” The king
of Chu was very happy with these words and said, “Please
establish good relations with the state of Qi on behalf of my
state. ” So it is said, “The crown prince can be driven out of
Qi on behalf of the new king of the state of Chu. ”

Su Qin had a talk with the Crown Prince of Chu and
said, “The person in charge of the state of Chu is the current
king of Chu. The person who trades by means of name is you.
The people of the state of Qi might not believe your promise.
On the other hand, the king of Chu has already ceded land to
Qi. If Qi establishes good relations with Chu, you will
definitely be in danger. Please think about it carefully. ” The

crown prince said, “I will follow your instructions carefully. ”
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Then he had a carriage prepared and left the state of Qi for
Chu on the same evening. So it is said,“The crown prince can
be made to leave hurriedly. ”

Su Qin asked someone to inform the lord of Xue as
follows; “It was Su Qin that persuaded you to detain the
crown prince. But Su Qin didn’t do it for your sake from the
bottom of his heart. He did it to facilitate the undertakings of
the state of Chu. However, Su Qin was in fear that you
might realize this, so he asked Chu to cede more territory to
Qi to cover him. It was also Su Qin that persuaded the crown
prince to leave Qi for Chu. But you had no idea about it. I
personally doubt it for you!” Then the lord of Xue became
very angry with Su Qin. So it is said,“People can speak ill of
Su Qin in front of the lord of Xue. ”

Su Qin then sent someone to inform the king of the state
of Chu as follows; “It was Su Qin that persuaded you to
detain the crown prince of Chu. It was Su Qin that supported
you to take the place of the crown prince to become the king
of Chu. It was Su Qin that asked you to cede land to Qi to
consolidate relations with it. It was also Su Qin that served
Your Majesty with loyalty and therefore drove the crown
prince out of the state of Qi. Recently, some people are
speaking ill of Su Qin in front of the lord of Xue, because he
has done too little for the state of Qi but helped greatly the
state of Chu. Please pay attention to this, Your Majesty. ”
The king of Chu then nominated Su Qin to be Lord Wuzhen.
So it is said,“People can ask the state of Chu to confer some

ER)

land and an honourable title on Su Qin.
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Su Qin sent Jing Li to inform the lord of Xue as follows;
“The reason why you are respected and honoured by people
all across the world lies in the fact you are able to win over
scholars of the world and also take firm control of the
authority of the state of Qi. As for Su Qin, he is a persuasive
talker in the world, and no one can match him in this respect.
If you don’t treat Su Qin well, you will obstruct the path of
scholars of the world offerring useful advice to you.
Moreover, those who are at odds with you will employ Su
Qin. This will pose a threat to your undertakings!
Nowadays, Su Qin is very close to the king of the state of
Chu. But you don’t hobnob with him as early as possible.
Thus you are going to be at enmity with the state of Chu.
Hence, it would be better if you hobnob with him, appoint
him to a powerful position and treat him with honour and
respect. Thus you can win over the state of Chu. ” So the lord
of Xue treated Su Qin well. So it is said,“People can persuade

the lord of Xue to treat Su Qin with honour and respect. ”

The Queen of Qi’s King Died

The queen of the king of the state of Qi died. There were
seven young ladies close to the king. The lord of Xue wanted
to know which one of them would be appointed to be the new
queen by the king. So he presented the king with seven pairs
of pearl earrings, but only one pair was extremely beautiful.
On the next day, he observed who wore this pair of beautiful

earrings. Then he advised the king to appoint her as the new
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queen.

Lord Mengchang Was Going to Visit Qin

Lord Mengchang was going to pay a visit to Qin.
Thousands of people tried to prevent him, but he didn’t
listen to them. Su Qin wanted to stop him. Lord Mengchang
said, “I have known all the human affairs in the world. The
things I don’t know are only ghost stories. ” Su Qin said, “I
am not here to advise you about human affairs. However, I
do intend to meet you and tell you some ghost stories. ”

Lord Mengchang then agreed to see him. Su Qin told
Lord Mengchang/1When I was on the way here, I passed by
the Zishui River. There I heard two dummies talking with
each other. One of them was made of earth and the other was
made of peach wood. The one made of peach wood said, ‘You
were nothing but some earth on the western bank of the
Zishui River. Then you were made into a dummy. When
august comes, it will rain hard and the Zishui River will have
a flood. Thus you will lose your life. * The one made of earth
said, 4You are wrong. I used to be some earth on the western
bank. If I lose my life, I will be washed to the western bank
again (referring to returning to its home). But you were a
piece of peach wood from the east. Then you were made into
a dummy. When it rains hard and the Zishui River has a
flood, you will be flushed away by the water and not know
where you will go. > Qin is a state with dangerous natural

defences on all four sides. If you go there, it is like jumping
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into the mouth of a tiger. I don’t think you will escape from
that state. ” Lord Mengchang then gave up the plan of visiting
Qin.

Lord Mengchang Was in Xue

Lord Mengchang was in his fief—Xue. The troops of the
state of Chu attacked Xue. On behalf of the state of Qi,
Chunyu Kun happened to pay a diplomatic visit to the state of
Chu. On his way back, he passed by Xue. Lord Mengchang
had himself dressed according to the rules of propriety and
then went to the suburbs to welcome Chunyu Kun in person.
He told Chunyu Kun, “Now the troops of the state of Chu
are invading Xue. If you don’t care about it, whom else can I
resort to?” Chunyu Kun said, “I know what I should do for
you. ”

After Chunyu Kun arrived in the state of Qi,he reported
his work to the king. The king asked him, "What did you see
in the state of Chu?”“The people of Chu ride roughshod over
others and the people of Xue overestimate their own
capability. ” “ What do you mean?” “ The people of Xue
overestimate their own capability because they have built an
ancestral temple to worship our deceased soverecigns there.
The people of Chu ride roughshod over others because they
are invading Xue. As a result, they will cause damage to our
ancestral temple. So [ said that the people of Chu ride
roughshod over others and the people of Xue overestimate

their own capability.” The king’s countenance became kind
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and pleasant, and he said, “Well, our ancestral temple is
there!” So he sent troops to rescue Xue immediately.

One might stumble to pray for help or kneel down to beg
for assistance. Although others might offer some help in
these cases, it won’t be enough. A persuasive talker will
describe an urgent situation, expound strategy and vividly
depict the danger of those in trouble. So he can make the
listeners feel as if they were in danger themselves. Does he

really need to take a lot of trouble by doing so?

Lord Mengchang Treated Xiahou Zhang Very Well

Lord Mengchang issued Xiahou Zhang with four horses
and gave him foodstuff enough to support one hundred
people. He seemed very happy to treat Xiahou this way.
However, every time Xiahou Zhang started to talk, he would
speak ill of Lord Mengchang. Someone told Lord Mengchang
about it. Lord Mengchang said, “I have the right reasons to
treat Xiahou well. Don’t mention it again. ” Dongzhi Fanjing
asked Xiahou for the reason. Xiahou said, “ Well, even
though Lord Mengchang is not as powerful as a sovereign, he
allocated four horses for my use and gave me food enough to
support one hundred people. I obtain these things without
making any concrete contribution to him. That’s why I speak
ill of him for his sake. Otherwise, you wouldn’t have treated
him as your head. I am sacrificing myself on his behalf.

2

However, it is not possible to explain this to you.
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Lord Mengchang Sat at Leisure

Lord Mengchang sat at leisure along with three scholars.
He asked them, “I want you to tell me something you can do
to make up my deficiency. ” One of them said, “Well, if the
sovereign of any state in the world launches an attack on you,
I will fight to the death for you and let my blood spray onto
the front of his clothes.” Tian Mao said, “No matter how
remote some areas might be, as long as they can be reached
by carriage, I will go there both to cover up your
shortcomings and to extend your strong points. I will make
sovereigns of the states with one thousand chariots and prime
ministers of the states with ten thousand chariots vie with
each other to win you over. Their emissaries will be hurriedly
sent here as if they were running out of time. ” Sheng Gu
said, “I will distribute the treasure and wealth kept in your
depots to win over capable scholars in the world for you.
Therefore,they can deal with problems for you and also react
to unexpected events just like Tian Zifang and Duangan Mu
did for Marquis Wen of the state of Wei before. That is what

2

I can do for you.

One of Lord Mengchang’s Inferiors Had a Love Affair
with the Lord’s Wife

One of Lord Mengchang’s inferiors had a love affair with

the lord’s wife. Someone informed Lord Mengchang about it
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and said, “As your inferior, he has a love affair with your
wife. How unrighteous he is! You should kill him. ” Lord
Mengchang said, “It is in accordance with natural human
feelings that people might fall in love at first sight because
they like each other’s appearance. Leave it at that. Please
don’t mention it again!”

After a year, Lord Mengchang called in the man who had
a love affair with his wife and told him, “You have worked
for me for a long time. However, you haven’t obtained a
high position from me, and you don’t want to accept the
lower ones either. The sovereign of the state of Wei and I had
become good friends before I was employed by the state. I
will prepare carriage, horses, deerskins and money for you.
Then you can travel to Wei and work for him. ” After the man
arrived in Wei, he was appointed to a high position and
became very powerful.

However, the relationship between Qi and Wei
deteriorated. The sovereign of Wei planned to unite with
other states of the world to launch a concerted attack on Qi.
The man had a talk with the sovereign of Wei and said, “Lord
Mengchang didn ’ t realize that I was unworthy when he
recommended me to you and therefore I deceived you. I heard
that the deceased soverecigns of both the state of Qi and our
state used to kill a horse and a sheep as a blood sacrifice, and
they made an agreement with each other as follows; ‘From
now on, Qi and Wei shouldn’t attack each other. Whoever
breaches this agreement and invades the other side will be

beheaded just like these animals!” Now you are planning to
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unite with other states of the world to build an alliance to
attack the state of Qi. Thus you will breach the agreement
signed by our deceased sovereign. Besides, you will also
cheat Lord Mengchang by doing so. Please give up conspiring
against the state of Qi! If you listen to me, I will forgive you.
If not, I will fight with you to the death!” So the sovereign of
Wei gave up his plan.

When the people of the state of Qi heard of this story,
they said, “Lord Mengchang really knows how to handle

2

diverse affairs. He can turn problems into achievements.

Lord Mengchang Disliked One of His Inferiors

Lord Mengchang disliked one of his inferiors and was
going to send him away. Lu Zhonglian tried to stop the lord
from doing so. He said, “If monkeys abandon trees and
branches and go to live in water, they cannot live as well as
fish and turtles. When it comes to dealing with urgent
situations, swift horses such as Qi and Ji are not as skillful as
foxes. When Cao Kui wielded his three-c/iz sword, even an
army couldn’t confront him. Should Cao Kui give up his
sword, take up farming tools and work along with farmers in
the field, he couldn’t match them. Hence, if the strong
points of things are overlooked but only their weak points are
used, even Yao couldn’t manage to operate successfully!
Now if a person cannot fulfill the task you allocate, you will
regard this person as incapable. If he cannot understand your

instructions, you will consider him inept. If one is inept, he
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will be dismissed. If one is incapable,he will be discarded. As
for the people discarded and dismissed, although you will no
longer have to put up with them, they might come back for
revenge and therefore pose a threat to you. Shouldn ’t the
people of the world take heed of this?”

Lord Mengchang said, “I see. ” So he didn’t send that

inferior away.

Lord Mengchang Made His Rounds and Arrived in Chu

Lord Mengchang made his rounds visiting other states.
When he arrived in the state of Chu, the king of Chu
presented him with an ivory bed. The Dengtu (referring to
the title of a kind of court official) of the capital of Ying was
instructed to transport the bed to Qi. However, he didn’t
want to carry out this task. So he went to see Gongsun Shu,
one of the hangers-on of Lord Mengchang, and said, “I am a
Dengtu of the capital of Ying. And I am the one whose duty
is to transport this ivory bed. This ivory bed is worth one
thousand jin of gold. If there might be the slightest damage
done to the bed, even though I sold my wife and children, I
could not make enough money to repair it. If you can help me
to be relieved from doing this job, I will present you with my
precious sword inherited from my ancestors. ” Gongsun Shu
said, “I will help you. ”

Then Gongsun Shu went to see Lord Mengchang and
asked him, “ Have you already accepted the ivory bed?”

“Yes,” replied Lord Mengchang. “I hope that you don’t
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accept it. ?“Why?”“The reason why all the small states have
appointed you to be their prime minister is that they have
heard that you always support the poor and righteously re-
stablished clans that were on the edge of destruction in the
state of Qi. Outstanding scholars of those small states asked
you to administer their states and handle government affairs
because they appreciated your righteousness and admire your
probity. Now you have accepted the ivory bed after you
arrived in the state of Chu. What then would the states you
are going to visit during this trip offer you? So I hope that you
don’t accept the bed!” Lord Mengchang said, “Well, I see. ”

Gongsun Shu walked quickly away and left. Before he
went out of the main gate, Lord Mengchang stopped him at
the middle gate and asked him to come back. The lord said,
“You have told me not to accept the ivory bed. It s a good
idea. But why are you acting so highly?” Gongsun Shu said,
“Because I have experienced three happy events and will gain
a precious sword. ” Lord Mengchang asked, “What do you
mean?” Gongsun Shu said, “You have hundreds of hangers-
on, but none of them dares remonstrate with you. I am the
only one that disagrees with you. This is the first happy
event. You have taken my advice. This is the second happy
event. I can stop your mistake with my remonstration. This
is the third happy event. Regarding the transportation of the
ivory bed,the Dengtu doesn’t want to take the risk to accept
this task. So he promised me his precious sword inherited
from his ancestors (if I can help him to be relieved from

carrying out this task).” Lord Mengchang said,



STA W I”

14-W1

o1 J1
S*"-BMJAL-bA~SI. 10 :“*"~1 SAliaZt"MM -
+, JIxkbXKII A K 1M :Ne -~ A 18TITHDKI. 4-~-191IHXK-b+,14AV+

watr, xyy&kawo "m. wmazmul’,

14-1111
JAST-b>h"*-A0 * i-i":4f.11"!

AAT.
# 7 A~ N J , 4 p # N THA?77A"NIti AN #EN
A aA ST 53 A Ao

4-7-"ar 7, &>*F*&,& il e,it

w-a™"”n,, AN argtx-e-N.a¥,Fu>A;=1ke*-.1k>0D.*.



“Marvellous! Have you accepted the sword?” Gongsun Shu
said, “I dare not accept it. ” Lord Mengchang said, “Accept it
immediately! ” Then he wrote a message on a board and hung
it on the door. It stated, “If anybody is able to extend my
good reputation, avert my mistakes and gain treasures from
others by doing so, come to remonstrate with me right

| R

away

Chunyu Kun Recommended Seven People to King Xuan in

One Day

Once Chunyu Kun recommended seven wise and capable
scholars to King Xuan in one day. King Xuan said, “You,
come here. I heard that if there was one wise and capable
scholar per thousand Li of land, we could say that the world
was crowded with scholars;if there was one sage per hundred
generations, we could say that sages were jostling with each
other. Now you have recommended seven scholars to me
within one day. Aren’t there too many scholars?” Chunyu
Kun said, “That’t not right. Birds of a feather flock
together. Animals with the same claws run in groups. If one
looks for thorough waxes and balloonflowers in swampy
areas,he will not find even one in his lifetime. If one goes to
the northern side of Mount Caoshu and Mount Liangfu, he
will obtain too many to transport in a cart. Things of one
kind come together. Since I am a wise and capable person
myself, if you seek wise and capable scholars with my help,

it’s like ladling water from a river or building a fire with a
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firestone. I will recommend more to you. Why should they be

limited to seven?”

Qi Was Going to Attack Wei

Qi was going to attack Wei. Chunyu Kun told the king of
Qi, “Han Zilu is the swiftest dog in the world. And Dongguo
Qun is the swiftest hare. Once Han Zilu chased Dongguo
Qun. They passed by three mountains and climbed over five.
The hare ran at full split ahead, and the dog ran tooth and
nail behind. Then they both were so exhausted that they died
on the spot. A farmer saw them and took both of them
easily. Now Qi and Wei have been engaged in warfare for a
long time. Officers and men of both sides are exhausted and
the people are tired of the war. I am afraid that Qin and Chu,
the two powerful states, are going to take advantage of us
just like that farmer did. ” The king of Qi was terrified by his

words, so he ordered the military action be ceased.

Guo Zi Said That Qin Defeated the Troops Under the
Leadership of Lord Mafu

Guo Zi said, “The troops of the state of Qin badly
defeated the troops.of the state of Zhao under the leadership
of Lord Mafu and then besieged the capital of Handan. The
states of Qi and Wei also assisted the state of Qin in attacking
the state of Zhao. Qi occupied Zishu, and Wei took over

Yishi. After that,Childe Wu Ji took some expedient steps on
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behalf of other states of the world. He killed Jin Bi and led the
troops of the state of Wei to raise the siege of Handan. As a
result, Qin wasn’t able to beat the state of Zhao and subdue
the whole world. This is attributed to the contribution of the
state of Qi due to its turning against the state of Qin and
joining the state of Wei to rescue Handan. Anyi is crucial to
the state of Wei. Jinyang is crucial to the state of Zhao. The
capitals of Yan and Ying are crucial to the state of Chu.
These three states— Wei, Zhao and Chu—are adjacent to the
state of Qin. The troops of Qin invaded Wei and occupied
Anyi, invaded Zhao and occupied Jinyang, and invaded Chu
and occupied Yan and Ying. They coerced the sovereigns of
these three states into submitting to Qin and also annexed
some territory from the two Zhous. They attacked Han,
seized some land there and therefore possessed half of the
world. Now they are invading the states of Zhao and Wei and
focusing on alienating the relationship between the states
located in the central part of China. They have seized Dongye
from the state of Wei, annexed Henan from the state of Wei
and cut off Dongyang of the state of Zhao. Thus both Zhao
and Wei are under severe threat. This is not advantageous to
our state. The states of Han, Wei, Zhao and Chu worry that
Qin might annex the whole world and therefore regard their
sovereigns as nothing but court officials of Qin’s king. So
they have united with each other to build up allied forces to
counterattack the troops of the state of Qin. These three
states— Zhao, Wei and Chu—are adjacent to the state of Qin,

so they are under direct threat from Qin. The state of Qi is
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not adjacent to the state of Qin, so the threat caused by Qin
seems to be not so urgent compared with that of those
aforementioned three states. Hence, ail the states of the
world are forced to ally with the state of Qi. So, if Qin can
win over Qi, it will become extremely powerful and therefore
be able to overwhelm those states located in the central part
of China. If the states of Zhao, Wei and Chu can win over Qi,
they will become strong enough to counterattack Qin.
Hence,as for Qin and Zhao and Wei, the side that can ally
with Qi will become powerful. On the other hand, the side
that loses the support of Qi will become powerless. Being in
such a crucial position, Qi has failed to gain more power in

the world. Why? Because it has followed unwise policies. ”



oAl
me:“% m 2 ’a % ® mee u%xN & onowe %m
14-W1
430
SF® INe,,ih*jxxtz#

AA?ME-4>S it 110 Z#SHji-:“S A Mt A n 7
AN AN Sttt MLIHOP K #K K ¥ #A T A A n Ao gn

i£7-*BtA,;4itM -*ii-7,* il &tf)M, %it: tt-£MII, &ir\
i9AN! & OXKII:u&k

Am&&%m*

Ainw A<! thII>5:"4-0"" m A-*PA~"

il JO£,-&:



Book U

The Fourth Volume on Qi

A Man from Qi Named Feng Xuan

Once in the state of Qi, there was a man named Feng
Xuan. He was too poor to support his family. So he asked
someone to tell Lord Mengchang that he wanted to become
one of the lord > s hangers-on to make a living. Lord
Mengchang asked Feng Xuan, “What’s your hobby?” Feng
Xuan replied, “I have no hobby. ” Lord Mengchang asked,
“What talent do you have?” Feng Xuan said, "I have no
talent at all. ” “I see. You can stay here. ”Lord Mengchang
smiled and accepted him. The people around Lord Mengchang
thought that the lord looked down upon Feng Xuan, so they
only gave him simple food.

After some time, Feng Xuan leaned on a post, played his
sword and sang, “My long sword, let’s go. I am not served
with fish. ” Other people there told Lord Mengchang about it.
Lord Mengchang said, “Serve him with fish. Give him the
same food as that of other hangers-on. ” After some time,
Feng Xuan played his sword again and sang, “My long
sword, let’s go. When I go out, I don’t have a carriage. ” All
the people there laughed at him and they told the lord about
it. Lord Mengchang said, “Prepare a carriage for him. Treat
him the way we treat those who have carriages. ” Then Feng

Xuan took his sword to visit his friend in his carriage and told
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him, “Look, Lord Mengchang has accepted me as one of his
hangers-on. ” Some time later, he played his sword and sang
again, “My long sword, let’s go. Idon’t feel settled here.
All the other people then disliked him and considered him too
greedy to be satisfied. Lord Mengchang asked Feng, “Do you
have a family, Mr Feng?” He replied, “I have a mother who
is very old. ” Lord Mengchang then sent some people to
support his mother with enough food, cover all her expenses
and make sure that she was short of nothing. Feng Xuan
didn’t sing again.

After that, Lord Mengchang put up a notice looking for
an accountant. And he asked his hangers-on, “ Who is
familiar with accounting and able to collect money from my
debtors in Xue for me?” Feng Xuan wrote his name on the
notification and said, “1 can do that.” Lord Mengchang
wondered about this and asked, “Who is this man?” The
people around him said, “That’s the one who used to sing
‘let’s go, my long sword’. ” Lord Mengchang smiled and
said, “As expected, he is talented. I am sorry that I have not
visited him. ” He then invited Feng to his home and
apologized to him, “1 am very tired of everyday trifles and
often disturbed by some problems. Moreover, I am not born
wise and am also very busy with government affairs. Thus I
have offended you ¢( referring to having not visited him in
person). Yet you are not angry with me and still want to ask
the debtors in Xue to settle their debts to me? ” Feng Xuan
said, “Yes, I want to do that for you. ” Then he prepared his

carriage, took his luggage and all the bills and said good-bye
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to the lord. He asked, “After I collect the debts, shall I buy
anything for you before I come back?” Lord Mengchang said,
“You can buy something I don’t have at home. ”

Feng Xuan drove to Xue and asked the officers in charge
of Xue to summon all the debtors owing money to the lord to
come to him to check their bills. After all the bills were
checked, Feng Xuan stood up and issued a false order to
exempt all the debts on behalf of the lord. Subsequently, he
burnt all the bills. All the people there jubilantly and loudly
expressed their thanks to the lord.

Then Feng Xuan drove directly back to Qi and went to
see the lord in the morning. Lord Mengchang wondered why
he came back that quickly, so he got dressed to meet him and
asked, “Have you collected all the debts? Why did you come
back so quickly?” Feng Xuan said, “Yes, I have finished the
task. ” "What did you buy for me then?” asked the lord. Feng
Xuan replied, “You told me to buy something you don’t have
at home. I think your buildings are full of treasures, all the
stalls are crowded with dogs and horses, and you also have
many beautiful women. So I believe that the thing you don’t
have here is righteousness. So I bought righteousness for you
without asking for your permission. ” Lord Mengchang said,
“How could you buy righteousness?” Feng Xuan replied,
“Now you own Xue. However, you don’t treat the people
there as if they were your own children. On the contrary, you
take advantage of them to make huge profit for yourself. I
issued a false order in your name to exempt all their debts.

Then I burnt all the bills, and the people celebrated and
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2

applauded you. That’s how I bought righteousness for you.
Lord Mengchang was not happy with him and said, “Hold
your tongue!”

After a year, the king of Qi told Lord Mengchang, “I
dare not employ the high-ranking court officials of our
deceased king at my court. ” Lord Mengchang then resigned
and went back to his fief—Xue. When he was still one
hundred Li from Xue, all the people, young and old, came to
welcome him on the road. Lord Mengchang turned around
and told Feng Xuan, “ Now [ witness first hand the
righteousness you bought for me. ” Feng Xuan said, “A sly
hare digs three dens for itself. Then it can merely survive.
Now you only have one ‘den’, so you are still not safe.
Please allow me to dig two more 6dens’ for you.” Lord
Mengchang then gave him fifty carriages, five hundred jin of
gold and sent him to travel to the west to consult with the
king of Wei. Feng Xuan told the king, “Qi has dismissed its
high-ranking court official—Lord Mengchang—from office
and thus provided him the chance to serve other states. The
sovereign who employs him first will enrich his state and
strengthen his military forces. ” Hence, Wei’s king emptied
out the highest position (referring to an opening for prime
minister), appointed the former prime minister to be
Commander-in-Chief and sent emissaries with one thousand
jin of gold and one hundred chariots to invite Lord
Mengchang to work for him. Feng Xuan drove back to the
lord first and warned him, “One thousand jin of gold is a

very generous gift. One hundred chariots show the prime
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importance of this diplomatic mission. The king of Qi should
have heard it. ” The emissaries of Wei came three times, but
Lord Mengchang flatly refused them. When the king of Qi
heard that, both he and his court officials were terrified.
Then the king sent the Grand Tutor with one thousand jin of
gold, two well-decorated carriages, a sword and a letter to
apologize to the lord. The letter said, “I am a person of no
good. I have suffered from disasters caused by the deceased
sovereigns at the ancestral temple and been cheated by
devilish and toady court officials. As a result, I offended you.
I know that I am not worthy to ask you to work for me again.
But would you please come back to govern the people for the
sake of our deceased sovereigns?” Feng Xuan cautioned Lord
Mengchang, “Please ask for the utensils used in rituals to
worship our deceased sovereigns and build an ancestral temple
in Xue. ” After the ancestral temple was finished, Feng Xuan
returned to report to Lord Mengchang and said, “Now all the
three “dens ’ are ready. You can rest easy and enjoy
yourself. ”

Lord Mengchang served as prime minister for dozens of
years and was not involved in any problems because of Feng

Xuan’s schemes.

Lord Mengchang Advocated Hezong

Lord Mengchang advocated uniting the Six States—Qi,

Chu, Yan, Han, Zhao and Wei—to build a unified battlefront

to counterattack the state of Qin. Gongsun Hong told him,
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“Why not send someone to the west to monitor the king of
Qin first? If he really is capable of unifying the world, I have
suspect that you would want to work with his regime. How
can you attack him if this is the case? If he is an unworthy
sovereign, it won’t be too late to carry out your plan of
counterattacking him. ” Lord Mengchang said, “Good ideal!
Please go there to keep an eye on him for me, will you?”
Gongsun Hong accepted this task. He then went to Qin with
ten carriages.

When King Zhao of Qin found out this, he decided to
humiliate Gongsun Hong to see what kind of person he was.
When Gongsun Hong arrived at the court of King Zhao, the
king asked him, “How big is the territory of Xue?” Gongsun
Hong said, “One hundred square /i. ” King Zhao laughed and
said, “My territory measures several thousand square Li Big
as my state is, I do not dare to set myself against others.
Nonetheless, Lord Mengchang is going to act against me,
backed by only one hundred square Li of land. Do you really
think that it is possible?” Gongsun Hong said, “Yes. Because
Lord Mengchang values scholars hut you don’t. ” King Zhao
asked, “ What difference does it make even though Lord
Mengchang values scholars?" Gongsun Hong said, “Well,
scholars who stick to their values will not he subject to the
authority of the Son of Heaven or make friends with
sovereigns of other states, and will not feel sorry to replace
the Son of Heaven if they can achieve their ambitions or
condescend to serve others when they fail to accomplish their

goals. Of this kind of people, Lord Mengchang has three. As
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to the scholars who are capable of governing a state and
qualified to act as mentors for people like Guan Zhong and
Shang Yang, if their advice is followed, their sovereigns can
establish outstanding powers or even unify the world. Of this
kind of people, Lord Mengchang has five. He also has seven
people like me. As for us, when we are humiliated by
sovereigns of the states with ten thousand chariots on
diplomatic missions, we will take a step back to commit
suicide and contaminate the clothing of these sovereigns with
our blood. ” King Zhao laughed and apologized to him. He
said, “Why did you say that? I am very friendly towards Lord
Mengchang and think highly of him. Please be sure to extend
my good intentions to him. ” Gongsun Hong promised to do
so.

Gongsun Hong really was inviolable. King Zhao was the
sovereign of a great state, but Lord Mengchang only had a
fief with one thousand chariots. Nevertheless, Gongsun
Hong prevented Lord Mengchang ° s dignity from being
compromised by King Zhao. People like him really can be

sent to other states on diplomatic missions.

Lu Zhonglian Had a Talk with Lord Mengchang

Lu Zhonglian had a talk with Lord Mengchang and said,
“Do you really cherish capable scholars? Previously, Yong
Men regarded Jiao Yi as his hanger-on. Yang Dezi also
supported a hanger-on. These two people always shared the

same food and clothes with their hangers-on. As a result.
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both the hangers-on devoted their lives to them. Now you are
much wealthier than these two people, but none of your

>

hangers-on serves you wholeheartedly. ” Lord Mengchang
said, “That's because 1 could not obtain those two scholars.
Suppose I could obtain them, how could they not serve me
heart and soul?” Lu Zhonglian replied, “You have more than
four hundred horses in your stalls,all of which wear beautiful
and expensive silk and eat beans and other kinds of grain. Are
they Qi Lin and Lu Er (Qi Lin and Lu Er are names of two
kinds of swift horses in Chinese legend)? Your ten concubines
all wear beautiful clothes made of fine white silk and eat
delicious food and meat. Are they Mao Qiang and Xishi? Now
that all your horses and pretty women are contemporary with
you, why do you long for scholars who lived in the past? So I

2

said that you don't really cherish capable scholars.

Lord Mengchang Was Recalled After He Was Driven Out
of Qi

Lord Mengchang was recalled after he was driven out of
the state of Qi. Tan Shizi went to the border to welcome him.
He asked Lord Mengchang, “Aren’t you bitter towards any
high-ranking court officials of the state of Qi?” Lord
Mengchang said, “Yes.” “Will you be satisfied if they are
murdered?” asked Tan Shizi. Lord Mengchang said, “Yes, I
will. ” Tan Shizi said, “There is one event that must happen.
There is one principle that is inevitable. Do you know this?”

Lord Mengchang said, “No, I don’t know it.” Tan Shizi
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said, “The event that is inevitable is death. The principle that
is inevitable lies in the fact that people will converge around
you when you are wealthy and powerful, and they will leave
you when you are poor and powerless. That is what I mean
by6There is one event that must happen. There is one
principle that is inevitable. * For instance, a market might
teem with people in the morning, but it becomes empty when
it gets dark. However, it is not that people love the market in
the morning and hate it in the evening. They go to the market
because they can buy the things they need. If they cannot buy
those things there, they will leave the market. I hope that
you will stop hating those people!” Lord Mengchang then

brought out his list and deleted five hundred names from it.

King Xuan of Qi Interviewed Yan Chu

King Xuan of the state of Qi interviewed Yan Chu and
said, “Come over to me, Yan Chu!” Yan Chu said, “Come
over to me, Your Majesty!” King Xuan was very unhappy.
The people around the king said, “His Majesty is a sovereign
governing the people. You are his subject, Yan Chu. His
Majesty said ‘come over to me’. And you said ‘come over to
me, Your Majesty’. Should you do that?” Yan Chu replied,
“If T approach His Majesty, it means that I long for his
power. If His Majesty approaches me, it means that he longs
for scholars. It would be better for His Majesty to long for
scholars than for me to admire power.” King Xwuan ’ s

countenance changed suddenly and he appeared very angry.
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He said, “Is a king or a scholar more valuable?” Yan Chu
replied, “The scholar is more valuable! The king is not

|2

valuable at all!” King Xuan said, “Is your opinion justified?”
Yan Chu said, “Yes, it is! Previously, when the troops of
the state of Qin invaded the state of Qi, an order was issued
as follows; 4Whoever dares collect firewood within fifty steps
of Liu Xiaji’s tomb will be sentenced to death and won’t be
absolved under any circumstances! > Then another order was
issued as follows; ‘Whoever can behead the king of Qi and
bring the head back will be entitled as Marquis Owning Ten
Thousand Families and also be awarded one thousand yi of
gold. ’Judging from these events, the head of a king is not as
important as the tomb of a departed scholar. ” King Xuan
didn’t say anything to rebut him, but he was very unhappy.
The people around the king all shouted, “Come over to
the king, Yan Chu! Come over to the king, Yan Chu! His
Majesty possesses the land of a state with one thousand
chariots. Moreover, he had a huge bell weighing one
thousand dan made and also had a bell-shelf able to bear the
weight of ten thousand dan erected. Scholars aiming at
extending the principles of benevolence and righteousness
come to work for him from all across the world. All the
intelligent and persuasive talkers come here to discuss with
him. People living in all four directions submit to him. Tens
of thousands of items he wants are well prepared. All the
people hobnob with him. Those contemporary scholars with
high status address themselves as ‘Pi Fu’. They have to

travel on foot and do farm work themselves in the fields just
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like farmers. Those with low status can only act as porters in
some remote and underdeveloped streets or lanes. How
menial scholars are!”

Yan Chu disagreed with them and said, “No, you are
wrong! I heard that in Yu’s time, ten thousand states were
in existence in the world. Why? He was extremely virtuous
and therefore could win over the support of the outstanding
scholars. Hence, although Shun used to grow crops in the
fields to support himself and came from a family with menial
status, he became Son of Heaven. When it came to the time
of King Tang, there were three thousand states in the world.
However, there are only twenty-four sovereigns facing the
south and addressing themselves as Qua at present. By this
token, isn’t the number of states in existence decided by
whether or not the scholars are won over? The states have
been ruined one by one. When all the clans are uprooted,
although we want to act as porters to watch streets or lanes,
is it possible? Hence, it is said in Yizhuan , “When holding a
high position without any actual power, one might become
complacent due to the title he enjoys and therefore become
extravagant and dissipated. If this is the case, disasters will
follow. > So, if one only enjoys a title nominally but doesn’t
have much power, he will become powerless. If one of no
virtue longs for fortunes, he will become poor. If one having
no contribution desires a generous salary, he will be
humiliated and also suffer severe disasters. So it is said, ‘If
one overly craves for greatness and success,he won’t be able

to make great contributions. If one doesn’t exert himself to
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fulfill his ideal,he won’t be able to turn it into reality. > That
is because he only obtains inflated fame due to luck but has no
virtue at all. Hence, Yao used to have nine assistants. Shun
used to have seven friends. Yu used to employ five prime
ministers at the same time. Tang used to utilize three helpers
to govern his state. In history, there is no such precedent
that one has gained a high reputation in the world with the
help of inflated fame! Therefore, sovereigns shouldn’t feel
ashamed to ask questions about things they don’t know or to
learn from their inferiors. Then they can fully develop their
virtues and therefore extend their achievements and good
reputation among generations to come. Yao, Shun, Yu,
Tang and King Wen of the Zhou Dynasty are all sovereigns of
this kind. So it is said, ‘The Shapeless is the ruler of those
things with shapes. The Fathomless is the root of various
things. > How can it be dminous to study the fountainhead
upwards, make clear the ramifications downwards and master
the wise thoughts of sages? It is said in Laozi, *Although you
are very powerful, you still should rely on the powerless.
Although you have high status, you still should resort to the
inferiors. Hence, both marquises and kings would address
themselves as Gu(literally meaning an orphan) ,Gua (literally
meaning a widow) and Bugu (literally meaning having no
grain store). ’ Isn’t that because the menial people are the
roots of the powerful? As for those who address themselves
as Gu or Gua, are they really of very low status? These
marquises and kings address themselves so humbly because

they want to show their respect to scholars in this way. Yao
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devolved the world on Shun. Shun devolved the world on Yu.
King Cheng of the Zhou Dynasty appointed Duke Zhou to
govern the state. All the following generations regarded them
as wise sovereigns because they knew the value of scholars. ”
King Xwuan said, “ Oh! How can a gentleman be
humilitated? I am just seeking unpleasantness. 1 haven’t
heard gentlemen’s arguments till today. And I haven’t heard
anything about petty men’s behaviour till today either. Please
accept me as your disciple. If you stay and live at my place,
Mr Yan, you will be served with meat at every meal.
Whenever you go out, I will have a carriage prepared for you.
Moreover, both your wife and children will wear very
beautiful clothes. ” Yan Chu rejected this offer and said,
“Jade forms in mountains. It will be damaged anyway when it
is processed. However, it 1is notthat the jade will not be
precious anymore, but that the Pu (referring to the original
stone containing the jade) won’t beable to maintain its
integrity. Scholars are born to menial families of
underdeveloped, remote areas. Once they are recommended
to work for the government and therefore receive salaries,
although they might be very powerful, their innate nature
will no longer be complete. I want to go home. I won’t eat
until I feel very hungry, so that I can enjoy my food as if it
were meat. Instead of taking a carriage, I will leisurely make
for my destination on foot. Due to my innocence, [ will
regard myself as honourable. I will also enjoy the tranquility
of my life as well as my own integrity. Your Majesty is the

one to issue orders. I am the one to remonstrate with you
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directly to serve you with utmost loyalty. Now that I have
told you of my most important viewpoints, I hope that you
will allow me to go home. ” Yan Chu bowed twice before King
Xuan and then left for home.

Yan Chu was really contended with his lot. He knew
how to maintain his innate nature, so he couldn ’ t be

humiliated during his lifetime.

Mr Wang Dou Went to the Court to Meet King Xuan of Qi

Mr Wang Dou arrived at the gate of Qi ’s palace and
wanted to visit King Xuan. King Xuan asked the officer in
charge of reception to invite him to enter the palace. Wang
Dou said, “If I walk quickly up to the king, that means I
covet power. If His Majesty walks quickly up to me, that
means our king cherishes scholars. What will His Majesty do
then?” The officer went to report to the king. The king said,
“Please walk slowly, Sire. I want to receive you. ” King Xuan
then walked quickly to the gate to welcome Wang Dou, and
they entered the palace together. The king said, “I am in
charge of maintaining the ancestral temple and administering
the state. I heard that you always directly remonstrate with

2

sovereigns.” Wang Dou replied, “What you have heard is
wrong. [ am living in a chaotic state and working for a
muddle-headed and unworthy sovereign. How dare I
remonstrate directly?” King Xuan was angry and his

expression changed.

After a while, Wang Dou said, *“ Previously, our
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deceased sovereign—Duke Huan arranged nine meetings
participated in by all the sovereigns and put the world in
order. As a result, the Son of Heaven conferred some land on
him and appointed him to be the leader of Lord-protectors.
Duke Huan had many interests and you share four with him. ”
King Xuan said, “I am stupid and shallow. I govern the state
of Qi and worry that I might lose it. How can I share four
interests with Duke Huan?” Wang Dou said, “What you said
is wrong. Duke Huan liked horses, and you also like horses.
Duke Huan liked dogs, and you also like dogs. Duke Huan
liked wine, and you also like wine. Duke Huan liked pretty
women, and you also like pretty women. However, Duke
Huan cherished scholars, but you don’t attach importance to

>

them.” King Xuan said, “Nowadays, there are not any
scholars in existence, so how can [ attach importance to
scholars?” Wang Dou said, “Qi Lin and Lu Er are no longer
in existence. However, your stalls are full of excellent
horses. Dongguo Jun and the Lus’ dog are no longer in
existence. However, your kennels are crowded with good
dogs. Mao Qiang and Xishi are no longer in existence.
However, you have a lot of pretty women in your
bedchambers. You are not interested in scholars. If you are
really interested in them, why do you need to worried that
there are no scholars at all?” King Xuan said, “I worry about
my state and the people very much, so I want to obtain some
capable scholars to administer my state and govern the
people.” Wang Dou said, “You said you worry about your

state and the people, but I think you pay more attention to
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one chi of silk. ” King Xuan asked, “What do you mean?”
Wang Dou said, “When you have a hat made, you would not
let those who are close to you and beloved by you make it but
ask a craftsman to make it. Why? Because the craftsman is
able to make the hat. However, you only appoint the close
and beloved ones to govern the state. That’s why I said you
pay more attention to one chi of silk than to your state and
the people.” King Xuan apologized, “I know I am guilty
toward my state. ” Then he appointed five wise and capable
scholars to be officials and asked them to govern the state. As

a result, the state of Qi was put in good order.

Qi’s King Sent an Emissary to Greet Queen Wei of Zhao

Qi’s king sent an emissary to the state of Zhao to greet
Queen Wei. Before the queen opened the letter from Qi’s
king, she asked the emissary, “How is the harvest? How are
the people? How is His Majesty?” The emissary was not
happy and said, “I am sent here to greet you. However, you
didn’t extend your greetings to our sovereign first, but asked
how the harvest and the people are. Why did you pay more
attention to the powerless than to the powerful?” Queen Wei
said, “You are wrong. If the harvest is bad, how can the
people sustain themselves? If the people cannot survive, how
can the sovereign maintain his power and throne? Why should
I overlook the essentials and pay prime attention to mere
details when I extend my greetings?” Then she asked further,

“There is a person in Qi called Zhong Lizi. Is he all right?
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This person always provides food to others whether they have
enough to eat or not. And he always gives clothes to others
whether they have enough to wear or not. Therefore, he is
helping the king of Qi support the people. Why not offer him
the chance to accomplish some great achievements? Is She
Yangzi well? This person always shows sympathy to widows
and widowers, comforts orphans, helps the poor and provides
for those who are short of cash. Thus he is helpingthe king
of Qi relieve the people’s burden. Why not offer him the
chance to accomplish some great achievements? Is Ying Erzi,
the daughter of the Beigongs,all right? She took off her rings
and remains single to take care of her parents. Hence, she is
showing the people how to treat their parents with filial
piety. Why hasn > t she been conferred a title by your
government? As a matter of fact, the two aforementioned
scholars have not accomplished any achievement, and this
woman has not been conferred a title. How can you
administer a state and govern tens of thousands of people? Is
Yuling Zizhong still alive? This person wouldn’t work for the
regime, overlooks his responsibility of taking care of his
family and doesn’t consort with the sovereigns of other
states. Thus he is taking the lead in shirking. Why haven’t

you sentenced him to death?”

A Man from Qi Visited Tian Pian

A man from the state of Qi went to see Tian Pian and

said, “I heard about your outstanding arguments. Moreover,
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you refuse to accept any position offered to you by the
government, but would rather put yourself at others ’
service. ”“Where did you hear it?” asked Tian Pian. “I heard
it from my neighbour’s daughter, ’replied the man. “What did
she say about me?” asked Tian Pian. “ My neighbour ’ s
daughter swore that she would never get married. Now she is
thirty years old and has already had seven children. Even
though she is not married, she has more children than
married women do! You are the same. You promised that you
would never accept a position, yet you are enjoying a salary of
one thousand zhong of grain and also have more than one
hundred people at your service. Even though you don’t have

any official position, you are much wealthier than those who

have,”said the man. Tian Pian apologized to him.

Guan Yan Offended the King of Qi

Guan Yan offended the king of Qi. Then he asked his
people, “Who is going to follow me to other states for
shelter?” They all kept silent and no one replied. Guan Yan
cried. He said in tears, “What a tragedy! It is so easy to
obtain scholars but hard to make them devote themselves to
you!” Tian Xu replied, “Every day, the scholars are hungry,
yet your geese and ducks always have surplus food. All your
conbubines wear beautiful fine silk, but the scholars cannot
afford to decorate the lace of their clothes. You make light of
wealth. Scholars attach importance to their lives. You don’t

render what you make light of to the scholars, but demand
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that they serve you at the cost of what they attach importance
to. It is not that scholars are easy to win over but reluctant to

2

devote their lives to their master.

Su Qin Arrived in Qi from Yan

Su Qin arrived in the state of Qi from the state of Yan.
King Min of Qi interviewed him at the Southern Huazhang
Gate of the capital of Linzi. King Min of Qi said, “Well, you
are here! The king of the state of Qin has sent Wei Ran here
to force me to accept the title of Di. What do you think of
that?” Su Qin replied, “Your Majesty asked me this question
suddenly. Trouble always develops from very inconspicuous
and subtle signs. Now if you don’t listen to Qin, Qin will be
bitter towards you. If do you listen to it, other states in the
world will be bitter towards you. It would be better that you
accept this title on the surface to cool the enmity of Qin. But
in fact, you can postpone addressing yourself as Di to cool the
discontentment of other states in the world. If the king of Qin
addresses himself as Di and other states in the world submit
to him,you can also address yourself as Di. If this is the case,
although you might not be the first one to become Di, it
won’t cause any damage to the title at all. If the king of Qin
addresses himself as Di but other states refuse to submit to
him, you won’t address yourself as Di. Thus you can win

over other states. This will be a big advantage to you. ”
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Su Qin Had a Talk with Qi’s King

Su Qin asked King Min of the state of Qi, “If both you
and the king of the state of Qin address yourselves as Di, do
you think other states in the world will attach more
importance to Qin or to Qi?” King Min said, “They will
attach more importance to Qin. ” “If you give up addressing
yourself as Di, do you think other states in the world will love
you or love the king of Qin?” King Min said, “They will love
me and hate Qin in the meantime. ” “If you both become Dis
and unite with each other to attack other states, do you think
it is more profitable for us to attack the state of Zhao, or the
state of Song?” King Min said,“It’s more profitable to attack
the state of Song. ” “If you unite with the king of Qin to
address yourselves as Dis, other states in the world will
attach importance to Qin but look down upon Qi. If you give
up addressing yourself as Di, they will support you and hate
Qin. If we attack the state of Zhao, it will not be so
profitable as we attack the state of Song. So I hope that you
openly give up the title of Di to comply with the wishes of
other states in the world. Simply breach your agreement with
Qin and don ’t vie with it for power. Then you can take
occasion to attack the state of Song. If you occupy Song,
Yangcheng of the state of Wei will be in danger. If you
occupy the area of Huaibei,the eastern areas of the state of
Chu will be in danger. If you occupy the area west of the

Jishui River,the area of Hedong of the state of Zhao will be in
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danger. If you occupy Tao and Pingling,the capital of Liang
of the state of Wei will not dare open the gate. Hence, if you
give up addressing yourself as Di, break your agreement with
Qin and invade the state of Song at the same time, your state
will gain more power and a higher reputation. Moreover, the
states of Yan and Chu will submit to you, and other states in
the world won ’t dare act against your will. Thus vyour
contributions can match those of Tang of the Shang Dynasty
and King Wu of the Zhou Dynasty! Just respect the state of
Qin on the surface, then make other states in the world hate
it. This 1is the so-called *trading a humble status for a
powerful and honourable one’. I hope Your Majesty thinks

about it carefully. ”






