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I n t r o d u c t io n

Korea— Land of Contrasts

Korea is a land o f dramatic contrasts. Boasting some 5,000 years o f history, it  is a 
country w ith  one foot firm ly  planted in the past, but at the same time one dashing 
headlong in to  the future. In Korea, ancient temples and historic palaces coexist 
side-by-side w ith  g littering skylines o f glass and steel. In the countryside, high
speed trains blaze past tranquil pastoral landscapes little  changed for centuries. 
One night you can be partying the night away at one o f Asia’s hottest clubs, and 
the next meditating at a serene Buddhist monastery on a remote mountainside. 
Even from  the cacophony o f dow n tow n  Seoul, verdant forests and pleasant 
hillside trails are never more than an hour away.

Long overlooked by international travelers in favor o f its larger, better-known 
neighbors, Korea is fina lly coming in to its own as a touris t destination. And i t ’s 
about time. W ith  exciting cities, a rich and ancient culture and splendid natural 
scenery, Korea’s got something fo r everyone.

N o  country— let alone one like Korea— can be fa irly reduced to  a guidebook, 
no m a tte r ho w  m any pages. K orea  m ust be experienced  to  be p ro p e rly  
understood. W hat this guidebook seeks to  do, however, is po in t the visitor in the 
proper direction.

How to Use This Book

For practical purposes, this guidebook is divided in to tw o  parts:

Part One
This section introduces Korea province-by-province, exp lo ring  the wealth o f 
history, culture and entertainment to  be found w ith in . General tourist inform ation 
is interspersed w ith  helpful and informative tips about local culture and history in 
order to  enrich your experience. Each chapter is concluded w ith  inform ation on 
recommended restaurants in the area.

Part Two
This part provides basic inform ation that visitors must know, including customs 
procedures, visa in form ation, hotel in form ation and the like. For the convenience 
o f the user, in form ation has been arranged in a logical manner so that you can 
find what you w ant to know  quickly. A small section on the Korean language has 
been included, too— it w on’t  make you fluent, bu t it  w ill help you get around.
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Features

This guide contains a number o f special features that aim to  enrich your travel 
experience, inc lud ing  a section on h istory, maps, tips  and notes on Korean 

culture.

Korea’s Best 8
Don’t  know  where to  begin? Too busy to  fumble through the pages? O ur opening 

“ Korea’s Best 8”  lists w ill put you on the right track.

Itineraries
Here are some itineraries to  get you started. We’ve organized our itineraries by 
theme— urban tours, h is to ry  &c cu ltu re , etc.— w ith  three, five and seven-day 

options available.

History of Korea
We’ve managed to  pack 5,000 years o f Korean history in to  10 concise pages. 
W hile you’ ll learn a lo t about Korea’s past while you’ re on the road, it helps to 
know a little  b it before going in.

Maps
Lots o f useful maps to  give you an idea o f where you’ve got to go. You can pick 
up more detailed local maps, too, at Tourism Inform ation Centers found at many 
train stations, bus terminals and popular tourist destinations throughout Korea.

Travel Tips
These notes give you helpful advice on tourist destinations and tou r options. They 
also include “ O ff  the Beaten T rack”  destinations, includ ing some o f Korea’s 

hidden gems.

History and Culture
These notes prov ide details and he lp fu l h is to rica l and c u ltu ra l background 
in form ation on places, individuals and stories related to  the city. Wondering who 
K ing Sejong the Great was? Haven’t a clue about the Baekje Kingdom? D on’t 
w orry— we’ ll tell you all about them. You can read these while you’re out and 

about o r at your own leisure.
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Ko r e a  in  St a t is t ic s

• Location Northeast Asia, between latitudes 330 and 39°N, and longitudes 1240 and i30°E

•  Area 100,033km2 (109th in the world)

•  Population 4 8 ,5 8 0 ,2 9 3  (2010)

•  Population Density 485.6/km2

•  Male/Female Ratio 98.7 males for every 100  females (2010)

• Life Expectancy Male: 76.12 years, female: 82.7 years (2012 est.)

•  Urbanization 83% of total population (2010)

•  GDP US$1,014.3 billion (15th in the world)

•  GDP Per Capita (PPP) $31,700 (2011 est.)

•  Average Marrying Age 31.6 for men and 28.7 for women (2009)

•  Mean Temperatures 22.5 to 25 °C Qul), -5  to -2.5 °C Qan)

• Foreign Population 9 18 ,917  (2010)

•  Exports US$558.8 billion (2011 est.)

•  Chief Exports Semiconductors, wireless telecommunications equipment, motor vehicles, 

computers, steel, ships, petrochemicals

• Chief Export Partners China 27.9%, US 10.2%, Japan 5.8% (2010)

•  Imports US$525.2 billion (2011 est.)

•  Chief Import Partners China 17.9%, Japan 16.2%, US 10.1%, Saudi Arabia 5.2%, Australia 

4.9% (2010)

•  Chief Imports Machinery, electronics and electronic equipment, oil, steel, transport 

equipment, organic chemicals, plastics

•  Crime Rate 1,836,496 cases in 2007

<Sources: Statistics Korea, CIA World Factbook>



QjEONGDONGJIN (See p264)
This railway station-on-the-sea boasts Korea's most 
romantic sunrises.

Q NAMHANSANSEONG FORTRESS (See P210)
The views from this historic hilltop fortress south of 
Seoul are inspiring

0SO SW AEW O N  GARDEN (See p456)
Rock, wood and bamboo form  a sublime harmony in 
this amazing garden

Q bUSEOKSA TEMPLE (See P561)
The sunset at one o f Korea's most historic monasteries 
is a spiritual experience.





В N SEOUL TOWER (See p88)
The best views o f Seoul are had from this city 
landmark.

В BUSAN'S HAEUNDAE DISTRICT 
AT NIGHT (See p592)

Busan's glimmering skyline glimmers in the sea.

В HUWON GARDEN (See p55)

Korea's most beautiful garden is a feast for the eyes 
in any season.

В BOSEONG TEA PLANTATIONS (See P491)

Beautiful rolling hills covered in manicured draperies 
o f green.



Д  SEOUL'S JOSEON PALACES (See p50)
How many cities in the world can boast five royal 
palaces?

0 G Y E O N G J U ( S e e  p531)

The Silla Kingdom's ancient capital is an outdoor 
museum.

В  SUWON HWASEONG FORTRESS (See p202)
Suwon's old city walls utilize modern construction 
techniques and represent the height o f the Joseon 
Renaissance.

Q g O N G JU  & BUYEO (See p359, 369)
The temples and tombs o f these two towns testify to 
the greatness o f the Baekje Kingdom.



В  INCHEON (See p i 71)
Korea's biggest "treaty port" is home to  a 
fascinating and exotic architectural heritage.

В  DMZ (See p i 92)

The truce village o f Panmunjeom and the inter- 
Korean DMZ are living history.

H  ANDONG HAHOE VILLAGE (See p554)

A visit to  this beautiful oxbow village is like 
stepping back in time.

О  HAEINSA TEMPLE (See p546)

This spectacular monastery is home to  Tripitaka 
Koreana, a 13th century wood-block print o f the 
Buddhist cannon.
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Q  JUSANJI RESERVOIR (See p570)
When the lake steams in early morning, it's a 
mysterious but entrancing landscape.

В  JIRISAN NATIONAL PARK (See P618)
This giant mountain park offers some o f Korea's 
best hiking.

В UPO WETLANDS (See P631)
Korea's largest inland swamp is an ecological 
paradise.

О  ULLEUNGDO ISLAND (See p572)
The volcanic island o f Ulleungdo boasts of 
Korea's most unique landscape.
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В  JEJUDO ISLAND (See P628)
Recently designated a wonder of nature, the volcanic island of 
Jejudo is a nature lover's paradise.

В  SEORAKSAN NATIONAL PARK (See P239)

The craggy peaks of Mt. Seoraksan present Korea's most 
dramatic mountain scenery, especially in autumn.

В  DADOHAE MARITIME NATIONAL PARK (See p483)

The countless islands o f this park o ff Korea's southwest coast 
require weeks to  explore fully.

0  SUNCHEONMAN BAY (See p496)

The sunsets over this beautiful stretch o f coastal wetland are 
well worth the visit.



Things to Do KOREA’S BEST 8

Q SKIING (See p278, 285)
Korea is fast becoming one o f Asia's top ski destinations.

И TEMPLESTAY (See p688, 733)
Reconnect w ith  your spiritual side at one of Korea's 
beautiful Buddhist monasteries.

И HONGDAE CLUBS (See p i 14)
Some o f Seoul's finest nightlife can be found in the 
indie music and dance clubs near Hongik University.

О  NON-VERBAL PERFORMANCES (See P75, 78)
Energetic shows like "Nanta" and "Jump" transcend 
the language barrier.



В  DONGGANG RIVER RAFTING (See p282)
The wilds o f Gangwon-do are best experienced from 
the white waters o f the Donggang River.

В  BORYEONG MUD FESTIVAL (See P380)

Get dirty at Korea's biggest summer festival.

Я  SKYJUMP IN DAEGU (See P516)

Combine bungee jumping w ith BASE jumping, and 
this is what you get. One o f only four in the world.

В  SURF THE SEAS OFF BUSAN (See P583)

Enjoy a b it o f yachting, surfing or swimming o ff the 
Korean Riviera.

Dtm+nuc 
'BUSAN

49
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Food KOREA’S BESTS

Д  PALACE CUISINE (See p690)
Eat like a king and experience the height of 
Korean cuisine.

0 JE O N JU  BIBIMBAP (See p405)
Korea's signature dish is best tried in its 
spiritual homeland.

0T R A D IT IO N A L WINES
AND LIQUORS (See p700)
Koreans love to  drink, and you'll find plenty of 
places to  sample the local firewater.

Q jA G A L C H I FISH MARKET (See p586)
Korea's most famous seafood market must be 
experienced to  be believed.

*
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В  NAMDO CUISINE (See p693)
In the Korean southwest, the food comes 
cheap, plentiful and good.

В SUWON GALBI See p203)

Meat eaters w ill like the city o f Suwon and its 
famous barbecued short ribs.

Я  STREETFOOD (See p699)

Walk along the streets and you'll find stalls 
selling some very tasty eats.

В  JEJUDO FOOD See p693)

Not surprisingly, the island of Jejudo produces 
a rich variety o f seafood.
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It in e r a r ie s

The Korea Experience

(Almost) a ll trips to  Korea begin w ith  Seoul (p43), 
and i t ’s w o rth  spending a coup le  o f  days in the 
dynamic po litica l, cultural and economic heart o f the 
country, exploring its historic palaces, taking in the 
s ig h ts , e n jo y in g  the  n ig h t l i fe  and  g a in in g  an 
appreciation fo r the dramatic contrast between old 
and new o f today’s Korea.

W hile in Seoul, be sure to  take a day tr ip  to  the 
surreal “ truce village”  o f Panmunjeom at the Korean 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), the d iv id ing line between 
N o r th  and S ou th  K o rea  and the  w o r ld ’s las t 
remaining Cold W ar frontier. Time perm itting, make 
another day trip  to  the historic walled city o f Suwon, 
whose 18th century fortifications m ark the pinnacle 
o f Joseon Dynasty science and engineering.

When you’ re done w ith  the Seoul area, take the 
scenic tra in tr ip  to  the East Sea tow n o f Gangneung, 

passing th rou gh  the rugged m ountains o f centra l 
Korea. From Gangneung, take a bus no rth  to  the 
port o f Sokcho, the gateway to  Seoraksan National 
Park, Korea’s most spectacular m ountain park. I t ’s 

w o rth  spending a day o r tw o  here exp lo ring  this 

picturesque region.
From Sokcho, take a bus down Korea’s beautiful 

East Sea coast to  Gyeongju, the ancient capital o f the 
Silla Dynasty, when classical K orean c iv iliz a tio n  
reached its  he igh t. You cou ld  spend weeks here 
exploring its Buddhist temples, gardens and ruins, 
but plan on at least tw o days.

A fte r Gyeongju, take the short bus ride to  Busan, 
K orea ’s second largest c ity  and its  busiest po rt. 
Busan’s d ra m a tic  lo c a tio n , wedged between the 
mountains and the sea, results in spectacular scenery, 
especially at night. A couple o f days here should be 
enough to  absorb the c ity ’s distinctive sights, sounds 

and aromas.

The Korea Experience

Benoneung

c p s i
Day 1 Explore the city of Seoul.
Day 2 Continue exploring Seoul or visit 
Suwon Hwaseong Fortress.
Day 3 Visit Panmunjeom in the DMZ.

Day 1 -2  Explore the city of Seoul.
Day 3 Take the KTX head down to the 
ancient Korean capital of Gyeongju.
Day 4 From Gyeongju, take the short ride to 
Busan and experience that city.
Day 5 Take the KTX back to Seoul.

Day 1 -2  Explore the city of Seoul.
Day 3 Take a day trip to the DMZ.
Day 4 Head to the city of Sokcho to see 
beautiful Seoraksan National Park.
Day 5 From Sokcho, take a bus down to 
Gyeongju to check out its ancient 
monuments.
Day 6 Spend a morning in Gyeongju, and 
then take the bus to  Busan.
Day 7 If your flight is in the evening, spend 
some time Busan, then take the KTX to 
Seoul.
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From Busan, either fly  or take a ferry to the 
charming volcanic island o f Jejudo, a land o f 
endless natural beauty and a fascinating culture 
d istinct from  that o f the mainland. End your 
t r ip  to  Korea re lax in g  on Je judo’s beaches, 
clim bing M t. Hallasan o r exploring one o f the 
island’s many scenic coastal hiking paths.

Urban Korea

W h ile  in  S e o u l,  w a n d e r  a ro u n d  th e  
n e ig h b o r h o o d s  o f  M y e o n g - d o n g ,  
Dongdaemun, Hongdae and Gangnam, all o f 
which pulsate w ith  non-stop energy.

From Seoul, take the commuter train to the 
h is to ric  po rt c ity  o f Incheon, where you can 
sample the exotic charm o f the old waterfront 
and K orea ’s o ldest C h in a to w n . To see the 
K orea  o f  the  fu tu re , a lso v is it  In c h e o n ’s 
g leam ing Songdo N e w  C ity ,  an am b itio us  
experiment in 21st century urban planning.

Daejeon, a h igh -tech  c ity  th a t is K orea ’s 
answer to Silicon Valley. Be sure to visit Expo 
Park wh ile  you ’ re there. From Daejeon, take 
the  express t ra in  to  G w angju, sou thw e st 
K orea’s largest c ity , a g row ing  cu ltu ra l hub 
and home to  some o f Korea’s finest cuisine. 
Explore the restaurants and galleries but i t ’s 
a ls o  w o r th  h ik in g  M t .  M u d e u n g s a n , 
Gwangju’s guardian mountain.

F rom  G w a n g ju , take an express bus to  
Daegu, a v ib ra n t com m ercial and industria l 
city in southeast Korea. The c ity ’s Traditional 
Medicine M arket and old missionary sites are 
fascinating, and thrill-seekers w on ’t  w ant to 
miss 83 Tower’s Skyjump.

From  Daegu, i t ’s just a short bus o r tra in  
r id e  to  the p o rt o f  Busan, K orea ’s second 
largest city. Soak up its bustling, sometimes 
c h a o tic  and o d d ly  c o s m o p o lita n  charm s.

Urban Korea

Day 1 Spend a day (and night) exploring Seoul. 
Day 2 Take the KTX to Busan.
Day 3 After exploring Busan, take the KTX 
back to Seoul.

Day 1 Spend a day (and night) exploring 
Seoul.
Day 2 Spend another day in Seoul o r head to 
Gwangju to experience its culinary and 
cultural landscape.
Day 3 From Gwangju, take a bus to the lively 
city of Daegu.
Day 4 From Daegu, take a bus or train to 
Busan.
Day 5 After exploring Busan, take the KTX 
back to Seoul.

Day 1 Spend a day (and night) exploring 
Seoul.
Day 2 Take the subway to Incheon to take in 
its historic and modern sites. Return to Seoul. 
Day 3 Take the KTX to Daejeon, Korea’s 
Silicon Valley.
Day 4 From Daejeon, hop on the KTX to 
Gwangju to experience its cultural and 
culinary charms.
Day 5 From Gwangju, hop on a bus to the 
lively city of Daegu.
Day 6 After taking in Daeju, take the short bus 
o r train ride to Busan, Korea’s second city.
Day 7 After exploring Busan, take the KTX 
back to Seoul.
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Depending on the season, you may want to  check 
out Haeundae Beach, the “ Korean Riviera,”  o r rub 
shoulders w ith  the stars du rin g  O ctobe r’s Busan 
International Film  Festival.

Historic Korea

Any exp loration o f histo ric Korea should begin in 
Seoul, which has been Korea’s capital fo r 600 years. 
Visit the National Museum o f Korea, o f course, but 
also tou r Seoul’s five Joseon Dynasty palaces, stroll 
ab o u t the  q u a in t  t r a d i t io n a l a lle yw a ys  o f  the 
Bukchon ne ighborhoods, h ike  the c ity ’s o ld  c ity  
w a lls , and m aybe check o u t the  o ld  churches, 
schools and legations in Jeong-dong, Seoul’s o ld 
Western Quarter.

From  Seoul, head dow n to  Suwon and h ike its 
magnificent UNESCO-registered city walls, bu ilt in 
the 18th century using technology and techniques 
from both East and West. A fte r Suwon, head to  the 
h is to ric  tow ns o f  Gongju and Buyeo, the fo rm er 
capitals o f the ancient Baekje Kingdom, a culturally 
sophisticated k in gd om  th a t played a key ro le  in 
tra n s m itt in g  B uddh ism  to  Japan. E xp lo re  th e ir  
ancient tombs, ruined palaces and other sites, but 
also be sure to  take in  the treasures housed in the 
Gongju and Buyeo national museums.

From  there, keep heading south to  Jeonju, the 
h is to ric  p o lit ic a l and econom ic hub o f the Jeolla 
p ro v in c e s  k n o w n  fo r  its  g re a t fo o d  and r ic h  
trad itiona l arts cu ltu re. Enjoy a Jeonju b ib im b a p , 

maybe take in a p a n so ri performance, but above all, 
spend a day w alk ing around Jeonju Hanok Village, 
w ith  its alleys lined  by handsome ha n ok  homes. 
From Jeonju, it  m ight also be w orth  visiting the port 
o f Gunsan to  witness Korea’s early modern history.

From Jeonju, head to  Daegu and, from there, head 
no rth  to  Andong, the heart o f K orea’s Confucian 
c u ltu re . E ve ryone  v is its  the  preserved Joseon 
D yn a s ty  v il la g e  o f  H a h o e , a U N E S C O  W o rld  
Heritage Site, bu t don’t  forget to  visit the beautiful

Historic Korea

О

Day 1 Explore Seoul's historic palaces.
Day 2 Spend a day walking around Bukchon 
Hanok Village and Insa-dong.
Day 3 Take the subway to Suwon and 
explore its impressive old city walls.

Day 1 Explore Seoul’s historic palaces.
Day 2 Take the subway to Suwon and 
explore its impressive old city walls.
Day 3 From Seoul, hop on the KTX to the 
ancient Korean capital of Gyeongju.
Day 4 Spend a full day exploring Gyeongju. 
In the evening, head back to Seoul.
Day 5 Spend the morning walking about 
Seoul's Bukchon Hanok Village.

Day 1 Explore Seoul’s historic palaces.
Day 2 Spend a day walking around Bukchon 
Hanok Village and Insa-dong.
Day 3 Take a bus to Gongju, the ancient 
capital of the Baekje Kingdom.
Day 4 Head to Daegu, and to Gyeongju.
Day 5 Spend a full day exploring Gyeongju. 
Day 6 Take the bus or train to Andong. Be 
sure to visit Hahoe Village.
Day 7 From Andong, hop on a bus or train 
back to Seoul.
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old  Confucian academies o f Dosan Seowon 
and  B yeo ng san  S e o w o n , o r  th e  lo v e ly  
Buddh ist tem ple o f Bongjeongsa. W h ile  at 
Hahoe, take in a performance o f the tow n ’s 
famous mask dance.

From Andong, head to  Gyeongju, a virtua l 
o u td o o r  m useum  to  the  b r ill ia n c e  o f  the 
ancient Silla c ivilization. The highlight here is 
the grand Buddhist temple o f Bulguksa and its 
Seokguram G rotto , possibly the finest piece of 
Buddhist a rt in the country, bu t you ’ ll also 
w a n t to  spend a day h ik in g  a ro u n d  M t. 
Nam san, w ith  its countless Buddh ist rock 
c a rv in g s , pagodas and ru in s .  W h ile  in  
Gyeongju, try  to  stop by Yangdong Village, 
another beautifully preserved Joseon Dynasty 
village and UNESCO W orld Heritage Site.

From Gyeongju, backtrack to  Daegu again, 
and take the short tr ip  from  there to  Haeinsa 

Tem ple, home o f the T rip ita k a  Koreana, a 
vast c o lle c t io n  o f  in g e n io u s ly  preserved 
wooden p rin tin g  blocks, carved in the 13th 
c e n tu ry , c o n ta in in g  the  e n t ire ty  o f  the  
Buddhist canon.

Natural Korea

O d d ly  e n o u g h , you  can f in d  some o f  
K orea’s m ost spectacular na ture a long the 
DMZ, one o f  the w o r ld ’s m ost m ilita r iz e d  
frontiers. The lack o f human activ ity  in the 
D M Z  has produced a unique ecosystem and 
an ironica lly tranquil landscape that is home 
to m igratory birds and many species o f rare 
plants and animals.

Mt. Seoraksan, on Korea’s East Sea coast, is 
w ide ly  regarded as K orea ’s m ost beau tifu l 
nature pa rk , w ith  dram atic , jagged granite 
peaks, deep and th ick ly  wooded valleys, and 
b r i l l ia n t  ro ck  fo rm a tio n s  along the ocean 
coast. To properly appreciate it  all, you need a

Natural Korea

О

Day 1 Visit some of Seoul's natural sites like 
Seonyudo Park or Bukhansan National Park. 
Day 2 Head to the DMZ and take in its natural 
splendor.
Day 3 Take a day trip to Taean National Park.

Day 1 From Seoul, catch a bus to Sokcho, the 
town at the base of Seoraksan National Park. 
Day 2 Spend a day hiking around Seoraksan 
National Park.
Day 3 From Sokcho, catch a bus to Wonju 
Airport and catch a flight to Jejudo.
Day 4 Spend a day exploring the natural 
wonder of Jejudo.
Day 5 Take a flight back to Incheon International 
A irport and transfer to your flight home.

Day 1 From Seoul, catch a bus to Sokcho, the 
town at the base of Seoraksan National Park. 
Day 2 Spend a day hiking around Seoraksan 
National Park.
Day 3 Take the long bus ride from Sokcho to 
Suncheon (you may have to transfer) to take in 
the sunset over Suncheonman Bay.
Day 4 Head to nearby Yeosu, and from there 
explore Dadohae Maritime National Park.
Day 5 From Yeosu Airport, take a flight to 
Jejudo.
Day 6 Spend a day exploring the natural 
wonder of Jejudo.
Day 7 Take a flight back to Incheon International 
Airport.
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couple o f days. W hile you’ re on the east coast, swing down to  the small tow n o f 
Samcheok and explore the beautiful underground landscapes o f its massive limestone 
caves.

South o f Seoul is Taean Haean National Park, where you can not only take in one of 
Korea’s best sunsets, but also hike along beautiful seaside cliffs and experience the 
unique ecology o f Korea’s only sand dune.

The beachside resort o f  Boryeong is best know n fo r Boryeong M u d  Festival, 
Korea’s greatest (and messiest) summer party, but nature lovers can better appreciate 
its extensive mud flats, produced by some o f the w o rld ’s most dramatic tides.

Southern Korea is dominated by the high massif o f Mt. Jirisan. I f  you’ re a hiker, you 
could spend a fu ll week here exploring its many trails and peaks. In its deep forests 
lives Korea’s last remaining com m unity o f Asiatic black bears. A lso near M t. Jirisan is 
the protected wetland area o f Upo, which provides a habitat to  m igratory birds and 
many endangered species o f plants and animals.

Heading further south, there’s the beautiful coastal wetland along Suncheonman 

Bay, known fo r its acres o f mudflats, reeds and unspoiled ecology. The myriad islands 
o ff  Korea’s southern coastline, many o f them contained w ith in  Hallyeo Maritim e  

National Park and Dadohae Maritime National Park, are also highly recommended.
N o  tou r o f Korea’s natura l splendor w ou ld  be complete w ith o u t a v is it to  the 

volcanic island o f  Jejudo, recently voted one o f the w o r ld ’s top  sites o f natural 
wonder. Between the scenic coastlines, the amazing lava tubes and the grand volcanic 
peak o f M t. Hallasan, you have enough here to  keep you busy fo r weeks.

For the ultim ate in Korean eco-tourism, set aside a couple o f months to  hike the 
Baekdu Daegan, a tra il tha t runs the entire length o f Korea’s mountain spine.

Gourmet Korea

Despite its size, Korea is a nation o f rich culinary diversity, and traveling around just 
to  explore its food can be a rewarding, albeit waist-expanding, experience.

Seoul is home to  m any o f K o re a ’s finest restauran ts, and c e rta in ly  its  best 
international cuisine. Seoul was the city o f kings, so be sure to  try  a t least one meal o f 
royal palace cuisine, which should f il l you up fo r at least a week.

You can experience Sino-Korean dishes like jja jangm yeon  anywhere in Korea, but 
the best can be had in its home o f Incheon’s Chinatown. For something a b it spicier, 
take the train from  Seoul to  the pleasant lakeside town o f Chuncheon and dine on the 
c ity ’s signature dish, dak  g a lb i, pan-fried chicken ribs mixed w ith  noodles, vegetables 
and rice cakes. In summer, also try  m akguksu, cold buckwheat noodles, fo r which the 
region is famous.

Just south o f Seoul is the city o f Icheon, which is famous fo r a) its centuries old 
ceramics cu ltu re, and b) ssa lbap : steamed rice, soup and a table covered in side
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dishes. Further south, in the ancient c ity  o f 
Buyeo, be sure to  order ye o n ba p — rice and 
nuts tha t have been wrapped in a lotus leaf 
and steamed. I t  looks as good as it  tastes. If 
your culinary tastes tend more towards the 
liqu id , historic Sewang Brewery in the small 
to w n  o f Jincheon is a great place to  learn 
about the joys o f m a k g e o lli, m ilky  Korean 
rice beer.

Southeast Korea is generally not known fo r 
its food, but if  you know  what you’ re looking 
fo r ,  y o u ’ l l  f in d  som e gems. A n d o n g , in  
particular, has a well-regarded local cuisine 
th a t includes dried  m ackerel, b e o tjesa b a p  

( “ fake m em orial rites fo o d ” ), Andong-style 
steamed chicken and, perhaps most famous of 
a l l ,  A n d o n g  s o j u ,  K o re a ’s best k n o w n  
t r a d i t io n a l  f ire w a te r .  B u s a n , to o ,  is  a 
wonderful place to  eat. Jagalkchi Fish M arke t 
is no t only a great place to  score raw  fish, but 
a sight to  behold in and o f itself.

Korea’s best cuisine, however, can be found 
in  the  c o u n t r y ’s s o u th w e s t. T he  Je o lla  
provinces have long served as the n a tio n ’s 
breadbasket, a fact reflected in the ir rich and- 
highly developed local food. The best known 
regionally specialty is Jeonju b ib im b a p , rice 
m ixed  w ith  vegetab les and a tan gy  red 
pepper sauce, served w ith  a dozen o r so side 
dishes. Jeo llanam -do, meanwhile, is famous 
fo r  N am do cuisine, w h ich  features a table 
packed w ith  high-quality meats, seafood and 
vegetables from  around the province. Once 
y o u ’ ve had  th is ,  y o u  m ay f in d  e a t in g  
elsewhere unsatisfying. Adventurous eaters 
w ith  a strong gag reflex w ill definite ly want 
to  try  a local specialty, hongeohoe— sliced, 
fermented skate.

Gourmet Korea

И

Day 1 Explore Seoul's culinary treasures, 
including royal palace cuisine.
Day 2 Take a day trip to Chuncheon and try out 
dak galb i (pan-fried chicken ribs) and makguksu 
(cold buckwheat noodles).
Day 3 Try out Chinese food, Korean-style, in 
Incheon.

и ц пэ
Day 1 Explore Seoul’s culinary treasures, 
including royal palace cuisine.
Day 2 Take a day trip to Chuncheon and try out 
dak galbi (pan-fried chicken ribs) and makguksu 
(cold buckwheat noodles).
Day 3 From Seoul, hop on a bus or train to Jeonju 
and have a Jeonju bibimbap.
Day 4 Head to Gwangju, home to some of Korea's 
best food, and sample some Namdo cuisine.
Day 5 Head back to Seoul. Maybe stop by 
Incheon for some Korean-style Chinese food.

Day 1 Explore Seoul’s culinary treasures, 
including royal palace cuisine.
Day 2 Take a day trip to Chuncheon and try out 
dak galbi (pan-fried chicken ribs) and makguksu 
(cold buckwheat noodles).
Day 3 From Seoul, hop on a bus or train to Jeonju 
and have a Jeonju bibimbap.
Day 4 Head to Gwangju, home to some of Korea’s 
best food, and sample some Namdo cuisine.
Day 5 From Gwangju, head to Busan to check out 
Jagalchi Fish Market.
Day 6 From Busan, head to Andong, home to a 
very unique local cuisine.
Day 7 From Andong, head back to Seoul.
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A b o u t  K o r e a

Topography a 15 a penmsula that
K  juts out from the southern 

reaches o f Manchuria in Northeast Asia. The 
peninsula stretches 1,100 km from north to 
south, and has a to ta l area—including 
islands—of 220,847 km2. In terms o f area, this 
makes the peninsula roughly the size o f the 
United Kingdom. The peninsula is considerably 
w ider at its northern frontier and narrows at 
the waist; Koreans often liken its shape to that 
o f a roaring tiger.

For the purpose o f this guide book, however,
“ Korea”  w ill refer only to the southern half of 
the Korean Peninsula, that part o f the 
peninsula that stretches from the inter-Korean 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) in the north to the 
southern coast and the offshore islands of 
Jejudo and Marado to the south. It is this part o f the peninsula that is under the 
administration o f the Republic of Korea, or “ South Korea,”  and the part that is widely 
open to international visitors and tourists. The northern half o f the peninsula, or "North 
Korea,”  is administered by a separate government, and beyond the purview o f this book.

South Korea has a to ta l land area o f 100,033 km2, making it roughly the size o f the US 
state o f Indiana. It takes just under three hours by high-speed train to  travel from Seoul, 
in the north, to Busan, in the south and, generally speaking, few places are beyond a 
four or five-hour drive away.

Beautiful mountains o f the Taebaeksan Range. Mountains account for most of Korea’s area.

Topography of South Korea
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38°N
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Over 70% o f Korea’s landmass is mountains, particularly along the east coast, where 
the high peaks of the Taebaeksan Mountain Range form the “ backbone" o f the country; 
and the south, which is dominated by the grand massif o f Mt. Jirisan. The areas around 
the western coast tend to be flatter, w ith large plains on which you’ll find some o f Korea’s 
most productive farmland.

Korea also has several sizable islands, most notably volcanic Jejudo, dominated by the 
massive shield o f Mt. Hallasan (1,950 m), South Korea’s highest peak. Other notable 
islands include Geojedo, a major scenic and industrial center near Busan; Jindo, a rural 
island o ff the southwest tip of Korea; Ganghwado, a historic island that has guarded the 
mouth of the Hangang River for centuries; and Ulleungdo, a small volcanic island in the 
East Sea and one of Korea’s hidden gems.

Korea has several large rivers, including the Hangang River, which flows through Seoul; 
the Nakdonggang River, which flows through southeast Korea and empties out by Busan; 
the Geumgang River, which feeds the rich farmlands o f west-central Korea; and the 
Yeongsangang River, which drains southwest Korea. The country doesn’t have any large 
natural lakes, but it does have several large reservoirs as a result o f 20th century hydro
electric projects, including Chungjuho Lake in central Korea and Paroho Lake in 
northeastern Korea.

n  . . As of 2010, South Korea had a population o f 48,580,000 people,
em o grap  ICS Wjth a population density o f about 486 people per km2. This is 

deceptive, though—as most o f the country is mountainous, the bulk o f the population 
lives along the river basins and west coast plains, or in valleys between the mountains. 
Moreover, Korea’s population is highly urbanized. As of 2005, over 80% o f Koreans lived 
in cities; fu lly one fifth o f Koreans lived in Seoul alone. What this means is that while 
major cities and urban clusters like Seoul-lncheon-Gyeonggi-do can be incredibly 
crowded, much o f the countryside is b lissfully quiet and tranquil, and many mountain 
regions are hardly populated at all.

Ethnic Koreans make up the overwhelming m ajority o f the population. Koreans are an 
ancient people, but there is no full agreement as to the ir historical root. It is widely 
believed Koreans are descended from peoples who migrated to the Korean Peninsula 
from Central Asia during the Paleolithic and Neolithic eras. Their unique language, 
Korean, is frequently classified as Altaic, making it a relative o f Mongolian, Turkish, and 
the languages o f Central Asia and Siberia, as well as possibly Japanese. Over the 
centuries, Koreans have adopted many 
cultural and political concepts from China, 
most notably Confucianism, while at the 
same time successfully maintaining a 
distinct cultural and national identity.

Traditionally, Korea has been pretty 
homogeneous ethnically, and proudly so.
Until only recently, the only major ethnic 
m inority was a small population o f ethnic
Chinese, or hwagyo, who began settling „  _ .

Korean fans during World Cup 2002
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in Korea at the very end o f the 19th century. Things are changing, however. Korea’s 
miraculous economic success has attracted more and and more foreigners to its shores, 
producing a society that is increasingly multicultural. In 2007, the number o f foreigners 
residing in Korea topped 1 m illion fo r the first time ever. Many migrants come from China 
and developing nations in south, southeast and central Asia to work in Korea’s labor- 
starved small and medium-sized factories. More recently, large numbers o f younger 
foreign women have come to Korea as brides—Korea’s demographics have produced a 
shortage of marriageable women, especially in the countryside. The cultural impact of 
these marriages, and the multi-ethnic children that result, is expected to be profound, 
especially in rural districts where so-called “ international marriages”  account for up to 
40% o f total marriages.

Another recent demographic trend being felt is aging. Not long ago, Koreans had large 
families; now, Korea has one o f the lowest birth rates in the OECD. Again, this is 
especially noticeable in the countryside, where it  sometimes seems there are no young 
people at all. As w ith multicutturalism, the aging phenomenon is expected to have a 
major impact on Korean society in the decades to come.

p  Korea is an advanced, industrialized economy, albeit one adjusting to its
У newly achieved status as a global trading powerhouse. Korea’s nominal 

GDP was estimated at US$1.007 trillion  in 2010. Adjusted for purchasing power parity, it 
stood at US$1.459 trillion, making Korea the 13th largest economy in the world. Nominal 
GDP per capita was US$20,265 but, adjusted for purchasing power parity, it was 
US$30,200. By means o f comparison, th is is roughly the EU average, and an amazing 
figure if you consider that in the late 1950s, Korea was poorer than many African states.

Since 1996, Korea has been a member o f the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD).

Korea’s economy is largely industrial and service- 
based; agriculture, which once accounted for the 
bulk o f the economy, now accounts for less than 3% 
o f its GDP. International trade is an important 
component o f the economy—as o f 2010, Korea was 
the world ’s 8th largest exporter, and the 11th largest 
importer. Major exports include semiconductors, IT 
equipment, automobiles, computers, steel, ships and 
petrochemicals. A net aid recipient for much o f the 
post-Korean War period, Korea is now an 
international aid giver and a member o f the OECD
Development Assistance Committee.

Korea World Trade Center. Seoul

Government Korea is a mu|ti-party  democracy and a presidential republic w ith 
power divided between the executive, legislative and judicial 

branches. The executive branch is led by an elected president who serves a five-year 
term. The president is assisted by an appointed prime minister and a cabinet, which is
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appointed by the president on the 
recommendation o f the prime minister.
Legislative responsibilities are handled 
by a unicameral, 300-seat parliament, the 
National Assembly; 246 of the lawmakers 
are elected, and 54 selected by 
proportional representation. Lawmakers 
serve four year terms.

The judicia l branch is led by both a 
Supreme Court, the highest court o f National Assembly Building, home of
appeals in the land, and the Korea’s parliament
Constitutional Court, which deals primarily w ith issues o f constitutionality. The 
Constitution o f the Republic o f Korea is the highest law in the land. The Korean 
constitution was promulgated in 1948, and last amended in 1988.

Security & Safety Due t0 North Korea’ South Korea is frequently depicted as a 
У ^  dangerous hot zone. At the risk o f minimizing the tragedy of

national division, however, Korea is a pretty safe place. Technically speaking. North and 
South Korea are still at war, and have been since 1950, but acts o f violence between the 
two, while they do happen (such as North Korea’s 2010 sinking o f the South Korean 
warship ROKS Cheonan and the shelling o f a South Korean island later that year), are 
rare and usually restricted to remote parts of the DMZ or the contested maritime 
boundary in the West Sea. Bill Clinton might have once called the DMZ the scariest place 
on Earth, but the fact that the DMZ is one of Korea's premier travel destinations, with 
scores o f tourists visiting daily, should provide perspective.

Crime rates, too, are relatively low, especially compared to those of the United States.
In Korea’s big cities, some neighborhoods might be nicer than others, but what you 
won’t find are crime-infested ghettos or slums. If you drop your phone or wallet, you 
even stand a chance o f having it returned. Still, Korea is not completely crime free, and 
you should take the ordinary precautions you’d take anywhere when going out. Female 
travelers, in particular, w ill want to take care—sexual assaults against international 
travelers, white rare, do happen. Being aware o f your surroundings and using common 
sense should get you through just fine.

It is also worth mentioning here 
Korea’s time-honored tradition of 
street protests. Street protests are not 
an uncommon phenomenon, 
especially in Seoul. These protests are 
mostly harmless, but they can 
sometimes get rowdy, w ith violent 
clashes between protesters and riot 
police. To avoid getting caught up in 
something, try to avoid political 
demonstrations if  you can.

South Korean MP at the DMZ
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H is t o r y  o f  K o r e a

Prehistory & Gojoseon
Koreans state with pride that their nation has a
5,000 year history and, indeed, they are one of 
the few peoples on earth who can trace the ir 
national lineage back thousands o f years.

Archaeological evidence such as stone tools 
and pottery shards indicate that the Korean 
Peninsula has been inhabited since at least the 
Stone Age; the Korean people o f today, 
however, are believed to  be descendants of 
Altaic tribes from Central Asia, Siberia and 
Manchuria who migrated to the Korean 
Peninsula in waves between the Stone and 
Bronze ages. Koreans trad itionally date the 
founding o f their nation to 2333 BC, when 
Dangun—the grandson o f the King o f H eaven- 
founded the kingdom o f Gojoseon in what is 
now southern Manchuria. Dangun may have 
been a figure o f legend, but the kingdom he 
was said to have founded was certainly real. 
The kings o f Gojoseon ruled over a prosperous

According to legend, the grandson of 
Heaven, the king Dangun Wanggeom, is 
said to have founded the first Korean nation, 
Gojoseon. in 2333 BC. It is theorized by 
some that the term Dangun Wanggeom 
refers not necessarily to an individual, but to 
a title, a king who combined temporal and 
religious authority. In 1919, Korea's 
government-in-exile designated 2333 BC as 
year one in a new calendar system still in 
use today.

and sophisticated Bronze Age civilization that
covered much o f what is now North Korea and Manchuria from at least the 8th century 
BC until 108 BC, when the Chinese Han Dynasty invaded and liquidated the kingdom.

The Three Kingdoms
In northern Korea, the victorious Chinese replaced Gojoseon w ith four Chinese 
commanderies, which were met w ith local hostility. Elsewhere on the Korean Peninsula 
and southern Manchuria, Korean tribes formed triba l confederations. The state o f Buyeo 
arose in the north in the second century BC, while, in the south, three large tribal 
confederations, the Samhan (“ Three Han” ), took root. By the first century AD, these 
confederacies congregated into three great kingdoms: Goguryeo, a m ilitarily powerful 
state that, at its height, ruled much o f Manchuria and Korea as far south as the Hangang 
River valley; Baekje, a culturally sophisticated Buddhist kingdom that controlled most of 
southwest Korea and the Hangang River valley; and Silla, something o f a late bloomer 
that ruled the mountainous but easily defensible lands o f southeast Korea. An intense 
rivalry developed between these three kingdoms for domination o f the Korean 
Peninsula, giving b irth  to  the Three Kingdoms Period. The wars, alliances and betrayals 
o f the Three Kingdoms Period defined Korean history for the first six centuries o f the 
millennium.
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Baekje was the first to blossom. Founded by a 
branch of the Buyeo royal family that had 
migrated south in 18 BC, Baekje consolidated its 
rule over central and southwest Korea, reaching 
its territorial height in the fourth century. Baekje 
maintained close ties w ith both Tang Dynasty 
China, from which it adopted many aspects of 
Chinese high culture and statecraft, and Japan, 
to which it played a leading role in transmitting 
the trappings of advanced continental 
civilization. In 384, the kingdom adopted 
Buddhism as the state religion; the faith would 
have a tremendous impact on Baekje’s political, 
social and artistic cultures.

The fifth century, however, was to be 
Goguryeo's. Like Baekje, Goguryeo was founded Three Kin9doms Period <5,h Сеп,игУ>
by a former Buyeo prince in 37 BC. Over the next three centuries, it strengthened its hold 
on the territories o f southern Manchuria and northern Korea; constantly at odds with 
various Chinese dynasties and the rough-and-ready tribes of Manchuria, the kingdom 
developed a strong martial culture. Under the reigns of King Gwanggaeto the Great (r. 
391-412) and his son, King Jangsu (r. 413-491), Goguryeo went on a conquering spree, 
acquring large swaths o f Manchuria in the north and the Hangang River valley in the 
south through wars against Manchurian tribes and states and Baekje and Silla. By the 
firs t decades o f the sixth century, Goguryeo ruled three-fourths of the Korean Peninsula, 
the Liaodong Peninsula, southern Manchuria and even parts o f what is now the Russian 
Far East.

Goguryeo’s Golden Age, too, was not to last, 
in 551, Baekje—in alliance with the third o f the 
Three Kingdoms, S illa—invaded Goguryeo in a 
bid to retake the strategically and economically 
vita l Hangang River valley. After a series of 
costly assaults on Goguryeo fortresses, Baekje 
succeeded in retaking the valley in 553, but 
was immediately betrayed by Silla, which 
quickly seized the region from exhausted 
Baekje forces. In 554, Baekje invaded Silla in 

retaliation, but the offensive ended in disaster at the Battle of Gwansanseong Fortress, 
when the Baekje army was decimated and the Baekje king killed.

According to historical texts, the kingdom o f Silla was founded in 57 BC, but historians 
themselves believe the state was the last of the Three Kingdoms to centralize. With its 
capital in today’s Gyeongju, Silla consolidated a hold on the tribes and city states of 
southeast Korea; in the mid-sixth century, it conquered the Gaya Confederacy, a group of 
city states that formed a buffer between Silla and Baekje. Internally, it grew a highly 
developed, stratified society ruled by a monarchy and several aristocratic families. In

Murals from Goguryeo tomb, 5th century

Northern Wei

Seorabeol
IGveonaul

Japan
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528 AD, after some resistance, Silla adopted Buddhism as a state religion. The core of its 
m ilitary was formed by an elite o f aristocratic young men trained in Buddhism and the 
martial arts, the hwarang.

The sixth and seventh centuries were a period o f great tum ult on the Korean Peninsula 
as Silla, Baekje and Goguryeo waged an all-out struggle for domination. Baekje, which 
never recovered from the Battle of Gwansanseong and was ruled by kings more 
interested in building Buddhist temples than a powerful army, was at a disadvantage. In 
660, the forces o f Silla, led by the great general Kim Yu-sin, invaded and conquered 
Baekje in alliance with Tang Dynasty China. In 668, the Silla-Tang alliance conquered 
Goguryeo, which had been fatally weakened by wars w ith  the Chinese. After the fall of 
Goguryeo, the Chinese attempted to establish a colony o f the ir own in Korea, but were 
forcibly kicked out of the peninsula by Silla after a decade o f war. Silla had “ united” the 
Korean Peninsula under one ruler.

Unified Silla and the North-South States Period
Koreans ofter refer to the period following Silla’s conquest o f Baekje and Goguryeo as 
the “ Unified Silla Period." Silla’s unification o f the Korean Peninsula was not complete, 
however. In 698, a former Goguryeo general founded the kingdom of Balhae. This 
prosperous and cultured kingdom would rule much o f northern Korea and southern 
Manchuria until 926, when it was conquered by a Manchurian people, the Khitan.

The Unified Silla Period was the zenith o f Korean classical civilization. The royal capital 
o f Gyeongju was one of the world’s great cities, its palaces, gardens and temples famous 
even in China. Led by strong kings from the Kim clan, Silla developed a rich culture, with 
Buddhism playing a central role. Many o f Korea’s cultural treasures, including the 
beautiful Buddhist monastery of Bulguksa and its sublime Seokguram Grotto, date from 
this cultural Golden Age.

From the late eighth century, however, Silla was plagued by political instability as 
aristocratic families fought w ith one another for influence and control. The king became 
little  more than a figurehead, and the capital’s control o f the provinces began to slip as 
leading families and individuals carved out v irtua l fiefdoms. Illustrative of th is state of 
affairs was the story o f Jang Bo-go, a low-born soldier who, from his base on the island 
of Wan-do o ff southwest Korea, carved out what amounted to his own transnational 

maritime empire before being assassinated in 841.
As the 10th century rolled around, Silla found itself in an 

almost constant state o f civil war. Powerful figures in the north 
and southwest broke away from Silla, establishing the 
kingdoms o f Later Goguryeo and Later Baekje, beginning the 
so-called Later Three Kingdoms Period. In 918, a Later 
Goguryeo general by the name o f Wang Geon overthrew his 
king and took power for himself, renaming the kingdom 
Goryeo. Moving south, Wang Geon absorbed the rump state of 
Silla in 935, and defeated Later Baekje the following year. At 
last, Korea was, for the first time in its history, united under the 
rule o f one king.
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Goryeo Dynasty
Like Silla before it, Goryeo—from which the English word 
“ Korea”  is d e rived -w as  a devoutly Buddhist kingdom.
Wang Geon established his royal capital in his hometown 
o f Gaegyeong (today’s Kaeseong, in North Korea); to 
promote continuity, he married a Silla princess and 
incorporated the Silla aristocracy into his new political 
order. Under Goryeo, the arts and culture flourished—
Buddhist temples were constructed all across the 
country, and Korean ceramics reached their pinnacle of 
artistry w ith the development of so-called Goryeo 
celadon, the blue-green ware for which Korea was 
famous throughout the Far East. In 1234, a Goryeo official 
crafted the world ’s first metal movable type, a fu ll two Goryeo celedon was a highly valued 
centuries before Johannes Gutenberg developed commodity in East Asia. © Yonhap

movable type in Europe. Economically, Goryeo was a vibrant trading state, conducting 
trade w ith nations as far away as the Middle East. Goryeo ginseng was an especially 
prized commodity. Goryeo was plagued by both foreign threats and domestic instability. 
In the 11th and 12th centuries, the kingdom was forced to contend w ith invasions by 
Manchurian tribes and peoples. In 1170, dissident generals launched a coup, turning the 
Goryeo king into a figurehead and establishing a v irtua l shogunate that witnessed the 
kingdom run by a series of m ilitary strongmen.

Early 13th world history is dominated by the rise o f the Mongols and, in 1231, it was 
Goryeo’s turn to confront the horde. Overwhelmed, the Goryeo royal court fled to the 
island o f Ganghwa-do. In 1236, as an act o f patriotic piety, the Goryeo king had carved 
wood blocks o f the entire Buddhist canon, the Tripitaka Koreana, which survives today at 
the magnificent Buddhist monastery o f Haeinsa. Unfortunately, it was ineffective as a 
defense strategy: the Mongols were content to repeatedly trample and pillage the 
defenseless mainland as the Korean royal fam ily stewed on its island sanctuary. The 
assassination in 1258 of the anti-Mongol d ictator Choe Ui, the last of Korea’s m ilitary 
rulers, brought the Goryeo shogunate to an end, and the king finally surrendered to the 
Mongols, keeping his throne in return for making Goryeo a Mongol vassal state.

The Mongols brought great changes to Goryeo. Goryeo crown princes were taken to the 
Mongol capital, married to Mongol princesses and given Mongol names. Mongols,
Central Asians and pro-Mongol Koreans were put in positions of power and influence. As 
part o f the Great Mongol Empire, Goryeo was integrated into the Silk Road and other 
global trade routes; Arab and Uighur merchants set up communities o f their own in 
Gaegyeong.

Goryeo experienced something o f a revival under the reign o f King Gongmin (r. 1351- 
1374), who struggled to free his state from the yoke of the Mongols who would lose 
power in China w ith the establishment of the Ming Dynasty in 1368. Gongmin was 
assassinated in 1374, however, and was succeeded by a series of weak kings until 1392, 
when a general by the name o f Yi Seong-gye rebelled and seized the throne for himself, 
bringing the Goryeo Dynasty to an end.
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Joseon Dynasty
Coming to power with the assistance o f powerful neo- 
Confucian scholars and officials, Yi removed from power 
and influence the Buddhist establishment, which was 
despised by the new leadership for its wealth and 
corruption under the previous dynasty. The founders of 
the new Joseon Dynasty wished to create the model neo- 
Confucian state, ruled by a king who in turn was assisted 
by a class o f Confucian schotar-officials. In this aim, they 
largely succeeded, producing by the end o f the dynasty’s 
500-year history what many call the world’s most 
Confucian culture.

The early Joseon Dynasty was ruled by strong, capable 
kings. The most brilliant of these was King Sejong the 
Great (r. 1318-1450), the very model o f the wise 
Confucian scholar-king. Sejong oversaw reforms that led 
to a flowering o f Korean economy, culture and science. He 
is most famous for overseeing the creation o f the hangeul 

alphabet, Korea’s ingenious indigenous w riting system.
Joseon society was highly stratified, led by an elite class of usually landed scholar 

elites known as yangban. Advancement in Joseon society was determined by the 
gwageo, the all-important state civil service exam. Passing the civil service exam 
required a mastery o f the so-called Chinese classics (and, o f course, written classical 
Chinese). Such mastery could only come after years o f dedicated study, either through 
tutors or at a series o f Confucian schools and academies. Underneath the yangban were 
lower classes, including merchants, artisans, clerks, artists and huge populations of 
peasant farmers and slaves.

In the 16th and 17th centuries, Joseon suffered two highly debilitating foreign 
invasions. The first, and by far the more destructive, was the Imjin War, a series of 
Japanese invasions between 1592 and 1598. Led by the warlord Hideyoshi Toyotomi, the 
Japanese—armed w ith arquebuses obtained from the Portuguese—nearly conquered 
the entire peninsula before they were stopped by an allied force of Koreans and Chinese 
troops sent by China’s Ming Dynasty. At sea, the brilliant Korean admiral Yi Sun-sin 
inflicted defeat after devastating defeat on the Japanese fleet, eventually forcing a 
Japanese withdrawal from Korea. The invasions left Korea a smoldering ruin, however— 
many o f its cities, shrine and temples were burnt to the ground, its farmland trampled, 
and countless civilians killed. Barely had Joseon recovered from the Imjin War when the 
Manchus, consolidating the ir hold in China, invaded Korea in 1627 and 1637 in a 
successful bid to force the Joseon court into a tributary relationship.

Under especially competent and visionary kings such as King Yeongjo and King 
Jeongjo, the 18th century witnessed a cultural and scientific renaissance as the kingdom 
achieved a fu ll recovery from the invasions o f the previous century. The 19th century, 
however, marked a period o f decline as the royal court grew mired in endemic factional 
strife.

King Sejong the Great, 
the most accomplished king 
of the Joseon Dynasty



I n t r o d u c t io n  3 7

Daehan Empire
As the 19th century drew to a conclusion, Korea found itself 
subject to imperial pressures from the West and Japan. Raids 
by the French in 1866 (to avenge the death o f French priests 
killed during a royal crackdown on Catholicism) and the 
Americans in 1871 (to avenge the burning o f a US ship that 
had attempted to force open Korea for trade) failed to open 
up the country, which —having witnessed the Western 
powers’ pillaging o f China—pursued a strict policy of 
isolation that earned it the moniker “ the Hermit Kingdom." In 
1876, however, the Japanese—employing gunboat tactics 
similar to those used by Commodore Perry on them just 20 
years earlier—succeeded in forcing Korea to open up three 
ports to foreign trade. In 1882, Korea and the United States 
signed a trade and friendship treaty, which was soon Emperor Gojong ©Yonhap

followed by similar treaties w ith  other Western powers.
King Gojong, the Korean monarch who ruled during much o f this period, attempted to 

modernize his nation while fending off imperial threats, particularly from Japan and 
Russia. In 1895, Japan defeated China in the First Sino-Japanese War and, as a result, 
Korea’s traditional relationship w ith  China was severed. In 1897, Gojong renamed his 
kingdom the Daehan Empire to reflect the country’s officially equal status w ith China. 
With the help of Western and Japanese advisors, Korea began to take on the trappings of 
a modern kingdom, w ith Western-style schools, hospitals, electrical lighting, railroad and 
tram services and running water.

Unfortunately, King Gojong’s attempt to modernize Korea proved too little, too late. In 
1905, Japan defeated Russia in the Russo-Japanese War, ending Russian influence in 
Korea and giving Tokyo a free hand on the peninsula. In 1907, Japan forced Korea to 
become a Japanese protectorate and, in 1910, officially annexed the country, beginning a 
35 year period of colonial rule.

Japanese Colonial Rule
In typical colonial fashion, the Japanese exploited their Korean colony economically, 
socially and m ilitarily in the name of “ civilizing”  it. Korea’s rich farmlands were 
developed to feed Japan’s burgeoning urban population, and the colonies’ ports and 
railways were developed to facilitate the transport o f troops and armaments to fuel 
Imperial Japan’s growing wars in China. Nevertheless, a good deal o f modernization did 
take place, too. The nation began to urbanize—in 1905, Seoul’s population was just 
250,000. By 1936, it had grown to 730,000, including a large number o f Japanese 
settlers. Many symbols o f modern civilization, such as automobiles, trains, hotels, and 
movie theaters began appearing at this time.

Culturally, colonial rule proved incredibly destructive. A period o f relatively liberal rule 
in the 1920s allowed Korean culture to flourish but, in the 1930s, Japan reverted to a 
policy o f intense Japanification. Koreans were encouraged to take Japanese names, and 
the Korean language was forbidden in schools. The Japanese had little respect for
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Korea’s cultural heritage. Symbolic o f this was the almost complete destruction of 
Gyeongbokgung Palace, a symbol o f the Joseon Dynasty and Korea’s history as an 
independent nation, and its replacement by the imposing Japanese Government-General 
Building, designed in the shape o f the Japanese character for Japan.

Resistance to Japanese rule, such as the massive independence protests o f March i,  
1919, were put down with great brutality. As Korea entered the 1930s, Japan’s wars in 
China, and eventually in the Pacific, took the ir to ll in the colony as well in the form of 
m ilitary drafts, labor conscription and wartime deprivations.

Independence and the Korean War
With the defeat of Imperial Japan by the Allies in 1945,
Korea at long last recovered its independence. This proved 
bittersweet, however—the victorious Allies placed Korea 
under their own administration, w ith Soviet troops 
occupying areas o f the Korean Peninsula north o f the 38th 
parallel and US troops occupying areas to the south. 
Initia lly intended as a temporary measure, this division — 
as in Germany—soon became permanent in the 
ideologically charged atmosphere o f the Cold War. In 1948, 
the pro-Western Republic o f Korea (i.e. South Korea) was 
declared in Seoul, soon to be followed by the declaration of 
the communist Democratic People’s Republic o f Korea (i.e. 

War Memorial of Korea North Korea) in Pyongyang.

On June 25,1950, tensions between the two hostile states came to a dramatic head 
when North Korea launched an armored blitzkrieg on the South. The Korean War did not 
start out well for the South—Seoul fell after just three days, and by August, South 
Korean forces, now joined by international (largely American) forces fighting under the 
UN flag, were pushed back to a small pocket around the southeastern port o f Busan.

The defenders solidified, however, bringing the North Korean invasion to a halt and, on 
Sept 15,1950, UN commander Gen. Douglas MacArthur pulled o ff a masterstoke, cutting 
the North Korean logistical lines with a daring amphibious landing at the West Sea port 
of Incheon. Unfortunately, this brilliant move was followed up by a poorly coordinated 
invasion o f the North in a bid to reunify the Korean Peninsula, which in turn provoked a 
massive intervention by Chinese communist “ volunteers.”  The Chinese pushed the 
South Koreans and their UN allies back past Seoul before the latter, regrouping and 
changing tactics, turned the tide again, pushing the front line back to the area around 
the 38th parallel by July of 1951. What followed was two years of brutal but, for the most 
part, territorially meaningless fighting while negotiators hammered out an armistice, 
which was finally reached on July 27,1953.

Miracle on the Han
The 35 years o f Japanese colonialism and the Korean War had le ft Korea in tru ly dire 
straits. Seoul was essentially a big refugee camp, its infrastructure largely destroyed 
during the war. The prospects for the Korean economy looked bleak. The country was
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dependent on foreign aid, and corruption and repression by the Rhee government, which 
had turned increasingly authoritarian, didn’t help.

In April o f i960, massive anti-government demonstrations drove Rhee from power. His 
regime was replaced by a democratically elected parliamentary government led by 
President Yun Bo-seon and Prime Minister Chang Myon. This experiment in Korean 
democracy proved brief, however—Chang’s government was plagued by constant 
instability and unrest, and could not solve the intractable economic and social problems 
facing the nation. On May 16,1961, a group o f m ilitary officers, led by Major General Park 
Chung-hee, seized control of the government in a bloodless coup.

For Park, the May 1961 coup marked the start o f an 18 year reign as South Korea’s 
leader. Retiring from the military to run as a civilian candidate. Park was narrowly elected 
president in 1963. At the top o f his list of priorities was the development o f the Korean 
economy. Prior to the election, in 1962, Park announced the firs t in a series of ambitious 
five year plans to industrialize and develop Korea through export-led growth. Partnering 
with Korea’s large business conglomerate, or jaebeol, the government in itia lly 
emphasized labor-intensive light industries like textiles and wig-making but, as the 
jaebeol accumulated their own capital and access to international capital, particularly 
from the United States and Japan, increased, the focused shifted to heavy industry such 
as steel, automobiles, ships and petrochemicals.

Considerable investments were made in infrastructure, too, including highways, 
railroads, ports and schools. The Park government also tried, w ith considerable success, 
to improve rural village life, too, through the New Village Movement, which emphasized 
self-help and cooperation to modernize farming and bu ilt rural infrastructure. Korea’s 
unprecedented economic development during this period defied predictions by experts 
and international lending institutions, and earned the appellation, “ Miracle on the Han," 
referring to the Hangang River, which flows through the heart o f Seoul.

For all his contributions to Korean economic development, Park was essentially a military 
dictator, however, and ruled Korea with an iron fist. Opponents were harassed, arrested, 
tortured and sometimes killed. The electoral process was rigged in favor o f Park and his 
Democratic Republic Party; despite this, Park barely won re-election in in 1967 and, after 
changing the Constitution to allow a third term, 1971. Even this was not enough for Park

View towards Yeouido, Seoul's financial district
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and, in 1972, he declared martial law and adopted the so-called Yusin Constitution, which 
strengthened the power o f the president—now to be indirectly elected to unlimited six- 
year terms—even more. As Park grew more dictatorial, the opposition grew stronger. In 
1978, Park was indirectly elected to another term. The following year, massive protests 
rocked the country and, on Oct 26,1979, Park was assassinated by his own head of 
intelligence, finally bringing his 18-year grip on Korea to an end.

Democracy, Olympics and the IMF
The end of Park did not lead to an end to dictatorship, however. On Dec 12,1979, the 
caretaker government that took over from Park was overthrown in another m ilitary coup 
led by Major General Chun Doo-hwan. Solidifying his control, Chun declared martial law 
in May 1980, sparking widespread protests. In the southwestern city o f Gwangju, long a 
hotbed of pro-democracy activism, bloody clashes between protesters and paratroopers 
turned into a full-scale insurrection as local m ilitia, composed o f students and ordinary 
citizens, drove government forces from the city. After a siege, the army retook the city 
w ith much loss o f life. The Gwangju Democratic Movement or, as it was called at the 
time, the “ Gwangju Massacre,”  severely compromised Chun’s already challenged 
legitimacy, and remained a permanent stain on his government.

Under Chun, Korea continued its impressive economic development. The economy was 
liberalized considerably, and new growth engines like electronics and semiconductors 
took off. By 1989, Korea’s GNP reached US$230 billion, compared to just US$2.7 billion 
in 1962. Per capita income, too, had grown from US$103.88 to US$5,438.24 during the 
same period.

In April 1987, Chun, facing increasing opposition, attempted to hand off power to his 
chosen successor w ithout direct elections. The public fury was immediate, intense and 
widespread. Massive street protests brought the nation to a standstill. Faced with an 
unappetizing choice between what promised to be an incredibly bloody crackdown and 
concessions to the protesters, Chun gave in. The constitution was revised again and 
direct elections held to chose Chun’s replacement. And so democracy, denied to Koreans 
since i960, was reborn.

Despite Korea’s phenomenal economic and social development, popular images in the 
West were still those o f a poor, war-torn nation. This changed in 1988, when Seoul 
hosted the Summer Olympic Games. The games were a "coming-out" party for the 
nation, which used the opportunity to show o ff to the world Korea’s new status as a 
global player.

The Korean economic miracle continued throughout the early 1990s. In 1996, its status 
as a developed nation was made “o ffic ia l" when it joined the OECD; by this time, its GDP 
per capita had surpassed the US$10,000 mark. The following year, however, Korea was 
hit hard by the Asian Financial Crisis of 1997 and forced to go to the IMF for help. The 
then-record-setting IMF bailout o f Korea, attended by huge layoffs and headline- 
grabbing business failures, was a huge blow to the Korean psyche. Sacrifices and 
selfless acts o f patriotism by ordinary Koreans to help repay the debt, such as 
housewives donating their gold jewelry for the cause, earned worldwide praise, however.



I n t r o d u c t io n  4 1

World Cup, Sunshine and Today
The so-called IMF crisis helped long-time dissident, democracy activist and lawmaker 
Kim Dae-jung win the 1997 presidential election. The first-ever opposition candidate to 
win the presidency, Kim handled the financial crisis deftly, promoting liberalization, 
economic reform and the development of the information technology (IT) sector. By 
1999, the Korean economy was once again growing quickly and, in 2001, Korea repaid its 
debt to the IMF in fu ll, three years ahead o f schedule.

Kim is best remembered, however, for his efforts to improve South Korea’s relationship 
with North Korea. Since the Korean War, inter-Korean relations had alternated between 
hatred and outright hostility, despite several dialogue efforts. North Korean acts of 
aggression and terrorism  were not uncommon and, in 1994, the peninsula nearly went to 
war over suspicions that Pyongyang was building nuclear weapons. Changing tact, Kim 
sought to encourage North Korea to change through reconciliation. In June 2000, he 
surprised the world by going to Pyongyang and holding the first-ever inter-Korean 
summit w ith North Korean leader Kim Jong-il. For his efforts, the South Korean president 
was awarded the Nobel Peace Price that year.

In 2002, South Korea co-hosted with Japan another major international sports event, 
the FIFA World Cup. Like the Olympics, th is proved an opportunity for Korea to show off 
its post-1997 recovery and its development into a high-tech IT powerhouse.

Kim Dae-jung’s policies towards North Korea were largely continued by his successor, 
Roh Moo-hyun, a former activist who sought to further democratize Korea’s political and 
social systems. In 2008, however, Korean voters returned conservatives to both the 
parliament and the presidential mansion w ith the election o f former Seoul mayor and 
Hyundai Construction CEO Lee Myung-bak, who has emphasized economic growth and 
infrastructural development. In 2010, Korea successfully hosted yet another major 
international event, the G20 summit.

As Korea begins the second decade o f the 21st century, it faces many challenges.
Some, like climate change and sustainable development, are ones it shares w ith nations 
worldwide. While the Korean economy is still largely dependent on exports and 
manufacturing, e fforts are being made to transition to a more knowledge-based 
economy to take advantage o f Korea’s highly educated workforce and its world-leading 
IT infrastructure. Korean democracy, relatively young by global standards, continues to 
entrench itself. The issue o f national 
reunification—a much desired but 
extraordinarily expensive endeavor, 
given the enormous costs it would 
require to raise North Korea to 
anywhere near South Korea’s 
standard o f liv ing—promises to be a 
major discussion topic in the years 
ahead, especially as continued 
economic troubles put the long
term survivability o f the North 
Korean regime in doubt.

The 2010 G-20 Summit in Seoul







H i g h l i g h t s

•  W ander around Seoul's historic royal palaces, 
especia lly the  UNESCO-designated Changdeokgung 
Palace, th e  crown jew el o f Joseon Dynasty architecture

•  Explore the  o ld alleyways o f the  Bukchon 
ne ighborhood, a charm ing piece o f old Seoul

•  S it in a trad itio n a l Korean teahouse in Insa-dong, an 
a lle y  known fo r its  trad itiona l a tm osphere, cu ltu re  and 
antique shops

•  Dance the  n igh t away in one o f the many clubs in 
Hongdae, the heart o f Korea’s you th fu l ind ie cu ltu re

•  Shop t i l l  you drop in Myeong-dong, Dongdaemun, 
Namdaemun or one o f Seoul’s countless o ther 
shopping  d is tric ts

•  Rub shou lders w ith  the (m ostly) rich and famous in 
Gangnam, where the Korean econom ic m iracle is on fu ll 
d isp lay

S e o u l
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Ko r e a ’s  Dy n a m ic , Ev e r -Ch a n g in g  H e a r t

Seoul has been the capita l o f Korea for 600 years.

W ith a popu la tion  o f over 10 m illion , the c ity  is  home to  a lm ost one 

in five people in South Korea. Not on ly is it the und isputed po litica l, 

econom ic, social, cu ltu ra l and educational heart o f the country, it  is 

qu ick ly  becom ing one o f the w o rld ’s tru ly  great c ities as a center o f 

in te rna tiona l trade, commerce and culture. Life here moves at a 

frantic, non-stop pace —New York City m ight b ill itse lf as the  city 
tha t never sleeps, but to  see tha t slogan practica lly  app lied , come 

to  Seoul.
If  there is one constant in Seoul, i t ’s change. The city is a 

m icrocosm o f the Korean economic m iracle: over the  last 60 years, 

it  has transform ed itse lf from a poor, bom bed-out Third World 

capita l in to  an advanced, a ffluen t and w ell-run g loba l m etropolis.

In recent years, the c ity  has made a m ajor push to  beautify its 

cityscape, which had previously favored function over form . How 

Seoul w ill look in a few  years, nobody knows.

Like Korea in general, Seoul is a c ity o f dynamic contrasts between 

the o ld and the new. Historic palaces, tem ples and gates blend 

seam lessly w ith  skyscrapers and neon ligh ts. The same goes fo r the 

residents—one mom ent you could be ta lk ing  w ith  a Buddhist monk, 

the next party ing  w ith  hipsters in Hongdae. The c ity  is also home to 

an increasingly large in ternational community. The opportun ities 

here are endless; a ll you need to  do is explore.

Night view of the Hangang River and downtown Seoul. 
N Seoul Tower looms in the background.
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Histnrv area w ^ere city o f Seoul now 
^  stands—the fertile flood valley o f the 

Hangang R ive r-has  been inhabited since the Stone 
Age. In the Amsa-dong region o f what is now southern 
Seoul, archaeological evidence has been unearthed 
indicating that humans have lived here for some 3,000-
7,000 years. During the Three Kingdoms Period (57 BC- 
AD 668), the strategic Seoul area was an object o f inter
kingdom rivalry to control its fertile lands and 
im portant transportation routes. By the mid-6th 
century, the kingdom o f Silla gained control o f the 
region and kept it for the entirety o f the dynasty. Stone guardian stands sentry before

The subsequent dynasty, Goryeo (918-1392), Gyeongbokgung Palace

established its capital in the present-day city o f Gaeseong (in North Korea). Seoul (or the 
city that would one day become Seoul, anyway), meanwhile, grew bigger and more 
influential, too, largely owing to its location near the royal capital. In 1067, it was 
designated one o f three sub-capitals and took on a new administrative importance. 
Palaces were bu ilt in the city, and as nearby subjects relocated to the growing town, the 
outline o f Seoul’s historic downtown area began taking shape.

In 1392, General Yi Seong-gye seized power following a successful coup against the last 
Goryeo king and founded a new dynasty, the kingdom o f joseon. This new kingdom, 
founded on the ideology of neo-Confucianism, would bring some 500 years o f stability to 
Korea and establish the basis o f much o f what is now regarded as Korean traditional 
culture. Heeding the counsel o f his friend and adviser, the Buddhist monk Muhak, Gen. Yi 
moved the capital o f the new kingdom to Seoul, then called Hanyang (and later 
Hanseong). Royal palaces and shrines were built, and in 1394, the royal government 
officially took up residence in the new capital. Shortly thereafter, work began on an 18 km 
ring o f walls to surround and protect the c ity -m u c h  o f the walls s till remain, as do 
several of the ir gates. By 1405, most o f the city planning was complete. Much attention 
went into it, w ith palace, ministry, gate and road positions carefully determined by the 
demands o f feng shui or Asian geomancy. In fact, Seoul’s historic downtown area still 
holds true to this original plan. The Renaissance o f Joseon-era Seoul was the m id-i8th 
century, when Korea was ruled by the energetic and reform-minded King Yeongjo. Trade 
along the Hangang River flourished and commercial activity in the capital blossomed as 
trade linkages were established with provincial areas of the country.

With the opening o f Korea to the West at the end of the 19th century, great changes came 
to Seoul. Missionaries set up modern schools and hospitals (as well as, o f course, 
churches), while an American company established the city’s first electric company, tram 
system and water treatment facilities. Western architecture was imported, and the city 
began to take on a decidedly modern appearance. When the Japanese colonized Korea in 
1910, they established their government-general in Seoul, which they renamed Keijo. Under 
Japanese rule, Seoul both expanded greatly and modernized. In 1905, Seoul's population 
was just 250,000. By 1936, it had grown to 730,000, including a large number of Japanese 
settlers. Imperial rule proved harsh, with the colonial authorities showing little regard for
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Seoul’s cultural and historical heritage, tearing down the city’s ancient walls and several of 
its gates to build roads and trams. Large parts of Seoul’s royal palaces were demolished.

With the defeat o f Imperial Japan by the Allies in 1945, Korea at long last recovered its 
independence. This proved bittersweet, however, as the peninsula was soon divided into 
the pro-Western Republic o f Korea (i.e. South Korea) and the communist Democratic 
People’s Republic o f Korea (i.e. North Korea) in Pyongyang. On June 25,1950, tensions 
between the two hostile states came to a dramatic head when North Korea launched an 
armored blitzkrieg on the South, igniting the Korean War. The three years o f fighting left 
Seoul devastated. The city’s infrastructure was ruined and much o f its population—now 
swollen to 2.5 m illion due to an influx o f refugees-w as reduced to living in makeshift 
camps. With resources tight, rebuilding the city proved a d ifficu lt task, even with the aid 
o f Korea’s wartime allies. Gen. Park Chung-hee’s bloodless coup on May 16,1961 changed 
Seoul and Korea as a whole. Park ruled Korea with an iron fist for 18 years until his 
assassination in 1979. While dictatorial, Park nevertheless brought about unprecedented 
economic growth: during his rule, GNP per capita increased twentyfold through a 
program of export-oriented industrialization. The “ Miracle on the Hangang River,” as this 
rapid industrialization was called, continued on through the 80s and into the 90s, 
transforming Korea into one o f the world’s leading trade nations. Nowhere was this more 
apparent than in Gangnam, the area o f Seoul south o f the Hangang River, where this 
region was formerly nothing but farmland. Today, it is the c ity ’s most affluent area, home 
to upscale shopping districts, high-end residential neighborhoods and major 
international business districts. Seoul’s “ coming out party" was the 1988 Summer 
Olympic Games. Another sporting event, the 2002 FIFA World Cup Korea/Japan, again 
drew international attention to the city, which was widely praised for its successful 
hosting of the event and the enthusiastic outdoor celebrations that accompanied the 
matches. In recent years, the city has been focusing attention away from “ hard”  issues 
like construction and towards “ soft”  issues like quality o f life and the environment. As 
Seoul rushes headlong into the future, environmental transformation and redevelopment 
are still at the forefront; expect the skyline to transform radically in the decades ahead.

I a  v m  i t  Seoul is a big place, spread 605.21 km2 over the floor o f a basin surrounded 
У by prominent mountains. The Hangang River bisects the city along an east-

west axis, dividing into two sociological distinct regions, Gangbuk (the old city north o f 
the river) and Gangnam (the affluent new city to the south). A series o f bridges connect 
the two parts o f the city. The city is big but, fortunately, most o f its culturally and 
historically im portant sites are concentrated in the “ old c ity" north o f the river, centered 
on Gwanghwamun and Gyeongbokgung Palace. In theory, one can walk most o f this but, 
in practice, some combination o f bus/subway travel w ill be necessary.

One o f the beautiful things about Seoul is that Mother Nature is always just a subway 
ride away. To the north o f the city is Bukhansan National Park, home to dramatic granite 
peaks and beautifu lly forested hiking paths. To the south you’ll find Mt. Gwanaksan and 
Mt. Namhansan, the latter home to the impressive Namhansanseong Fortress. Even in 
the heart o f Seoul, you’ ll find some nice urban strolls on Mt. Namsan, Mt. Bugaksan, Mt. 
Inwangsan and Mt. Naksan.
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S e o u l ’ s  R o ya l  Pa l a c e s

The royal capital o f the Joseon Dynasty fo r 500 years, Seoul is blessed w ith  no 
fewer than five royal palaces. M aking  masterful use o f the ir surroundings, these 
palaces are the ep itom e o f  K orean t ra d it io n a l a rch itec tu re  w ith  th e ir  fine 
craftsmanship, harm onious design and human scale. Changdeokgung Palace, 
w ith  its  s p le n d id  ro y a l p leasu re  ga rde ns , is e s p e c ia lly  b re a th ta k in g . 
During the Joseon Dynasty, these palaces were v irtua lly  cities onto themselves. 
Sadly, during the Japanese colonial era, they were much reduced in size as the 
colonial government tore down much of them to  make way for roads, zoos and 
colonial offices. Since Korea regained its independence, w ork has been ongoing 
to  restore Seoul’s palaces to  their former glory.

Gyeongbokgung Palace 2 ^ 3  B2

Gyeongbokgung is the most p rom inent o f 
S e o u l’s ro y a l p a la c e s , th a n k s  to  its  
com m and ing  lo c a tio n  in  the d o w n to w n  

Gwanghwam un neighborhood. The palace 
has a tum ultuous past. I t  was first b u ilt in 

1394 by K in g  Tae jo , the fo u n d e r o f  the 
Joseon Dynasty, as the nerve center o f  the 
new royal capital o f Hanseong (now known 

as Seoul). I t  was, along w ith  the Jongmyo

Shrine and several other m ajor altars, one 
o f  the f i r s t  s tru c tu re s  b u ilt  in  the new 

capital, and its location a t the southern foot 
o f  M t .  B u g a ksa n  w as c a r e fu l ly  

determ ined by the principles o f feng shui.
L ik e  th e  F o rb id d e n  C ity  in  B e ijin g , 

G ye o ngb okgu ng  Palace was a c ity  u n to  
itse lf, fu ll o f residences, offices and shrines 
a ttended to  by an a rm y o f  servants and 

offic ia ls. The com plex was ringed by stone

Gyeongbokgung Palace from above



D Gwanghwamun Gate Restored to its original condition and form in 2010, this is the main 
gate to the palace and a Seoul landmark. Q  Geunjeongjeon ess The massive main throne hall is 
surrounded by handsome cloisters. The stone markers in the courtyard mark where court officials 
stood during royal processions. Q  Gyeonghoeru Used to host royal banquets, this impressive 
two-story banquet pavilion is surrounded by a large, picturesque pond. Q  Hyangwonjeong Pavilion 
— ''i Sitting on a small island connected to land by a pretty wooden bridge, this pavilion blends in 
perfectly with the mountains that form its backdrop. Q  Geoncheonggung SSS The newly restored 
Geoncheonggung is where Empress Myeongseong was assassinated in 1895. Q  Jibokjae л|̂ <! This 
old royal library (next to Geoncheonggung) is a mixture of Korean and Chinese architectural styles.

w a l ls ,  p a ssa g e  th r o u g h  w h ic h  w as 
con tro lled by a series o f imposing gates. In 

fro n t o f the palace, along w hat is now  the 
b ro a d  b o u le va rd  o f  S e jong -ro  AHSS, the 
roya l governm ent created “ Y uk jo  G eo ri”  

( “ S ix  M in is t r ie s  S tre e t” ), w h e re  the  
m in is tr ie s  o f  the ro ya l governm ent were 
located.

D uring  the Japanese invasions o f 1592- 
1598, the palace was bu rn t to  the ground, 
and G ye o ngb okgu ng  languished in  ru in  

un til 1867, when a m ajor rebuild ing project 
re s to re d  i t  to  its  fo rm e r grandeur. Th is  
p e r io d  o f  g lo r y  w o u ld  n o t la s t  lo n g , 

h o w e v e r— in  1 8 9 5 , th e  s t ro n g -w il le d  
Empress Myeongseong was assassinated by 
Japanese agents (see p53), and King Gojong

fled the palace, never to  re turn (see p37). 
A fte r Japan’s annexation o f Korea, much o f 

th e  pa lace  w as  p u lle d  d o w n — o n ly  10 
b u i ld in g s  w e re  le f t  s ta n d in g .  S ince  
L ib e ra tio n , Gyeongbokgung has been the 

focus o f  m uch re s to ra tio n  e f fo r t— w o rk  
continues to this day. In 2010, restoration 
w o rk  was com pleted on G w anghw am un, 

the palace’s iconic fro n t gate.
V is i t in g  a K o re a n  pa la ce  can  be a 

bittersweet experience. There is no doubting 

the ascetic beauty o f the architecture, w ith  
its emphasis on harm ony w ith  the natura l 
surroundings. Unfortunately, however, most 

o f  the  b u ild in g s  are em pty , the palaces 
having been stripped o f the ir artw orks and 

furnishings during the Japanese colonial era.

©  9 am to 6 pm (Mar-Oct), 9 am to 5 pm (Nov-Feb). Ticket sales stop one hour prior to 
closing. Closed Tuesdays d l 3,000 won В Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3 , Exit 5 ; 
Gwanghwamun Station, Line 5, Exit 1
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National Palace Museum of Korea B3

The N a tiona l Palace Museum includes over
40,000 artifacts from  the royal cou rt o f the 

Joseon Dynasty. ©  9 am to 6 pm 
(weekdays). 9 am to 7 pm (weekends). Ticket 
sales stop one hour to closing. Closed 
Mondays ^ F re e  В Gyeongbokgung 
Station, Line 3, Exit 5; Gwanghwamun 
Station, Line 5, Exit 1 (2) 02-3701-7500 
6  www.gogung.go.kr

National Folk Museum of Korea C2
Housing over 2,240 artifacts, the museum’s 

exh ib ition  educates visitors on how Koreans 

lived from  trad itiona l times to  the present 
day. ©  9 am to 6  pm (Mar-Oct), 9 am to 5 pm

Empress Myeongseong

The Empress Myeongseong (1851-1895), also known as Queen Min, is one o f the 
most fascinating—and most tragic—figures o f the late Joseon era. Born into the Min 
family, a once powerful clan that had grown impoverished over the ages, she was 
orphaned by age 9. Still, she drew the attention o f the wife o f the powerful prince 
regent, Heungseon Daewongun, who was tasked w ith finding a wife for his son, the 
young King Gojong (see P37). The future queen, born o f a noble family but w ith no 
close relatives who might compete for influence, was the perfect choice. In 1866, she 
and King Gojong—two years her jun io r—were married.

Korean court politics had long been dominated by factionalism, and the young queen 
became a master of it. Before long, she headed a faction to  rival that of the Heungseon 
Daewongun himself, with enmity between the two becoming quite public. When she 
finally succeeded in forcing the prince regent to retire from the palace in 1872, she 
gained complete control over the court, placing her relatives in high positions.

The queen oversaw a dramatic time in Korean h istory—internally, the country was 
beset by divisions between conservatives and reformers, while beyond Korea's 
shores, the Great Powers looked on with imperial ambitions. Her inclinations were 
generally w ith reformers and the West—much o f Korea’s modernization of the late 
19th century took place under her patronage. This put her at odds with conservatives 
(led by the stilt influential Heungseon Daewongun) and, perhaps more importantly. 
Imperial Japan. On Oct 8,1895, a gang o f ruffians—widely believed to have been 
organized by Japanese resident m inister Miura Goro—broke into Gyeongbokung 
Palace and assassinated the powerful queen. Although 65 men, including Miura, 
were charged in Japan for complicity in the killing, none were convicted.

Queen Min, posthumously made empress in 1902, has today become a symbol of 
the tragedy o f Korea’s history, a heroic figure who stood up to foreign aggressors and 
paid the ultimate price.

Fr e e  G u id e d  To u r s

Free guided tours for the palace in 
English are given at 11 am, 1:30 pm and 
3:30 pm. Tours begin outside the 
information office inside Heungnyemun 
Gate sais and take about an hour. Tours 
are also given in Japanese and 
Chinese—inquire at the information 
office for times.

C h a n g in g  o f  t h e  G u a r d

Changing of the Guard ceremonies take 
place every hour from 10 am to 3 pm in 
front of Heungnyemun Gate, which is 
located between Gwanghwamun Gate 
and the main courtyard.

http://www.gogung.go.kr
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(Nov-Feb), 9 am to 7 pm (Sat, holidays). 
Ticket sales stop one hour prior to closing. 
Closed Tuesdays d iFree В Gyeongbokgung 
Station, Line 3, Exit 5; Anguk Station, Line 3, 
Exit 1 ® 02-3704-3114 6  www.nfm.go.kr

Changdeokgung Palace D3

G yeo ngb okgu ng  Palace m ay be S eou l’s 
largest palace but fo r many, Changdeokgung 

Palace is the m ost b e a u tifu l. A UNESCO 

W orld Heritage Site, Changdeokgung is the 
epitome o f Korean trad itiona l architecture, 

its structures striking a fine balance w ith  the 
natural landscape. The most beautifu l part 
o f the palace, however, is its rear garden, or 

H u w o n , w id e ly  re g a rd e d  as the fin e s t 
example o f Korean traditiona l gardening. I f  

you are able to  v isit only one palace in Seoul, 
make i t  th is one. You can to u r  the palace 

grounds freely (a fter paying admission, o f 
course), but to  enter the H uwon, you need to 

jo in  a guided tou r (see p56).
C onstruction o f  Changdeokgung began

in 1405 and was completed in 1412. Like 
G y e o n g b o k g u n g , i t  w as  b u rn t  to  the  

g round du rin g  the Japanese invasions o f 
1592-1598, but, un like Gyeongbokgung, it  

was re b u ilt a fte r the w a r fo r  use as the 
ro ya l residence. F ire p roved a persistent 

problem— a blaze in  1623 destroyed almost 
everything except the m ain throne ha ll, and 

a n o th e r in  1917 caused a g rea t deal o f 
damage. In o rder to  “ res to re " the palace 

fo llo w in g  the 1917 blaze , the  Japanese 
to o k  dow n and moved several b u ild ings  

f r o m  G y e o n g b o k g u n g  P a la c e  to  
Changdeokgung Palace.

F o r 25 4  yea rs  f ro m  16 18  to  1 8 7 2 , 
C h a n gde okgu ng  was the  ro y a l seat o f 

government. In 1907, it  b rie fly became the 
ro y a l seat o f  g o v e rn m e n t ag a in , w hen 

K orea ’s last re ig n ing  m o na rch . E m peror 
Sunjong, ru led fro m  the palace fo llo w in g  
the forced abdication o f his father. Emperor 

G ojong. Furthermore, fo llo w in g  its return 
fro m  Japan in  19 63 , the  K o re an  ro ya l

The Huwon Garden's Aeryeonji Pond in autumn

http://www.nfm.go.kr


О Donhwamun Gate ■ = ? The original gate was built in 1412, while the current gate dates from 
1609, making it the oldest of Seoul's palace gates. Q  Geumcheongyo Sfja Constructed in 1411, 
this is the oldest stone bridge in Seoul. Be sure to check out its carvings. Q  Injeongjeon The 
main throne hall was built in 1804. Note the beautiful folding screen behind the throne, the intricate 
carvings on the ceiling, and the somewhat out-of-place Western-style parquet floor, lights and 
curtains, installed in 1908. Q  Nakseonjae уу** A small collection of buildings in the southeastern 
corner of the palace complex, the Nakseonjae was built in 1847 as a residence for a royal concubine 
and the royal mother and grandmother. From 1963 to 1989, Nakseonjae was the place of residence of 
the last descendants of the Korean royal family. Open for viewing on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

fam ily used a small portion o f the palace as 
a residence u n til the death o f  the crow n 
princess in 1989.

T h e  pa la ce  c o m p le x — in c lu d in g  its  
spectacular gardens— was registered w ith  
UNESCO in 1997. In registering the palace, 

th e  U N E S C O  c o m m itte e  c a lle d  i t  “ an 
outstanding example o f Far Eastern palace 
architecture and garden design, exceptional 

fo r  the  w ay  in  w h ic h  the  b u ild in g s  are 
in tegrated in to  and harm on ized w ith  the 
natural setting, adapting to  the topography 

and re taining indigenous tree cover.”
©  See TIPS on p56. Closed Mondays 
&  3,000 won (general tour), 5,000 won 
(Ongnyucheon and Nakseonjae tour), 15,000 
won (open tour) В  Exit 3 of Anguk Station, 
Line 3. Walk past the Hyundai Building eutsis 
®  02-762-8261 6 www.cdg.go.kr

Huwon Garden * 9

The most beautiful spot in Changdeokgung 
Palace is H uw on  Garden, the epitome o f 

Korean trad itiona l gardening. Like English 
gardens, Korean gardens seek to  utilize the 

surroundings in as natura l a w ay as 
possible— hillsides, streams, and rocks 
become integral parts o f  the garden. 

N oth ing  is forced: pavilions, ponds and 

other man-made elements are added to 
complement the landscape, not dominate it.

H uw on  Garden is broken in to  three 
sections. The most visited is the area 
surrounding Buyongji Pond ^8*1, a square- 

shaped artific ia l pond w ith  a small, c ircular 
island in  the middle— the shape o f the pond 
and island is an expression o f Korea’s 
trad itiona l view  o f the cosmos. The pond is 

surrounded by several beautifu l pavilions,

http://www.cdg.go.kr
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the most outstanding o f  which is 

Buyongjeong Pavilion, b u ilt in  1792.
Past Buyongji Pond area, just through the 

stone Bullomun Gate (“ N o Aging 
Gate” ), is Aeryeonji Pond another pond 

that is particularly spectacular in autumn 
when the surrounding trees turn bright red. 

Also nearby is the spectacular 
Yeongyeongdang 2 3 S , a villa bu ilt in  the 

style o f a Joseon-era gentry residence by the 

crown prince in the early 19th century, and 

has a wonderful rustic beauty about it.
Past the Aeryeonji area are the inner 

parts o f the garden. These sections were, 
un til recently, closed to  the general public. 

One o f the highlights o f the inner garden is 
Gwallam jeong Pavilion S itS , a uniquely 

designed gazebo shaped like an open fan. 
Nearby is Jondeokjeong Pavilion a 
hexagonal gazebo dating from  1644. 

Further inw ard  is the scenic Ongnyucheon 
Stream w ith  an artific ia l waterway 

where the k ing and his court w ould  play 
royal d rink ing  games am idst the natural 

beauty.

g S l
Admission, Guided Tours & All- 
Palace Tour
Admission to the Changdeokgung Palace 
itself is 3,000 won. This will allow you to 
walk freely around the palace and the 
Nakseonjae complex. It will NOT get you 
access to Huwon Garden, however.

To enter Huwon Garden, you need to 
join a separate guided tour. Tickets to 
this tour are 5,000 won, and can be 
purchased from the gate at the 
entrance of the garden. English tours 
are conducted twice daily—at 11:30 am 
and 2:30 pm. If you’re a Korean 
speaker, or don’t care about the guides’ 
explanations, you could join a Korean 
tour, which are held almost hourly from 
10 am to 4:30 pm. Tours in Japanese 
and Chinese are available, too.

In addition, you can also purchase a
10,000 won ticket that will get you one 
each entry into Changdeokgung Palace 
(including the Huwon Garden), 
Changgyeonggung Palace, 
Gyeongbokgung Palace, Deoksugung 
Palace and Jongmyo Shrine and is good 
for up to a month; these month-long 
passes be purchased at any of the 
palaces.

Changdeokgung Palace from above



Jongmyo Shrine

Jongmyo Shrine D3

J o n g m y o  S h rin e  houses th e  m e m o ria l 

ta b le ts  o f  the  k in g s  a n d  queens o f  the 
J o s e o n  D y n a s ty .  O n e  o f  th e  o ld e s t  

C o n fu c ia n  shrines in  K o re a , its  s im p le  
design is considered the epitome o f Joseon- 
e ra  C o n fu c ia n  a r c h ite c tu re .  I ts  lo n g , 

unadorned halls, b u ilt to  harm onize w ith  
th e  s u r ro u n d in g  w o o d s , d is p la y  th e  

m odesty and love o f  na ture  so typ ica l o f 
Korean C onfucian ism , w h ile  its  structure 
and  la y o u t encapsu la te  C o n fu c ia n is m ’s 

social hierarchy.
T h e  s h r in e  is  a ls o ,  a lo n g  w i t h  

Changdeokgung Palace, one o f Seoul’s tw o 
U NESC O  W orld  H eritage Sites. I t  is also 
the site o f the annual Jongmyo Daeje rite  $ 
acH‘ , accompanied by the Jongmyo Jeryeak 
■gHxiia!°*, a pieCe o f Korean trad itiona l court 

m u s ic  d e s ig n a te d  b y  U N E S C O  a 
“ M asterp iece o f the O ra l and In tang ib le  
Heritage o f H um anity.”

As the m em oria l shrine o f  the dynasty, 
J o n g m y o  S h rin e  w as one  o f  th e  f i r s t

structures b u ilt  in  Seoul w hen Y i Seong- 
gye— King Taejo— moved the capital o f his 

new kingdom here in 1394. Like many other 
im portant structures, it  was burned down in 

the Japanese invasions o f  1592-1598 , but 
re b u ilt  in  16 01 . S ince th e n , the  sh rin e  
c o m p le x  has re m a in e d  m ira c u lo u s ly  

untouched in its orig inal condition.
Today, the shrine— o r at least its  main 

hall— holds the memorial tablets o f 19 kings 
and 30 queens. The ro o m s  h o ld in g  the 

memorial tablets are themselves simple and 
unadorned. The tw o-build ing complex itself, 
however, is approp ria te ly  stately— when it 

was first constructed, the shrine’s main hall 
may very well have been the longest building 

in Asia. The complex is located to the east of 
Gyeongbokgung Palace; to  the west o f the 
palace was b u ilt  another shrine, Sajikdan 

A ltar ^ У .
The tim e to  go to  Jongmyo Shrine is the 

firs t Sunday in M ay, when it plays host to 

the  Jo n g m yo  D aeje  r i te ,  a s p e c ta cu la r 
annual performance o f Korean trad itiona l

Jongmyo Daeje Rite
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E n g l i s h  T o u r s

English-language guided tours are given 
twice daily at 10 am and 3:30 pm.
Chinese, Japanese and Korean language 
tours are given as well. You should call 
ahead to reserve a spot, however—give 
them a ring at 02-765-0195.

cou rt music and dance. In  the Joseon era, 

th e  c e r e m o n y — a m e m o r ia l  r i t e  to  
monarchs past— was held five times a year, 

led by the k ing and queen. N ow  it  is held 
just once a year. D uring  the h igh ly r itu a l

c o n s c io u s  Jo se on  e ra , th e  r i t u a l  w as 
considered absolutely v ita l to  the na tion ’s 

survival and prosperity.
©  Mar-Oct: 9 am to 6 pm (weekdays). 9 am 
to 7 pm (weekends, public holidays). Nov- 
Feb: 9 am to 5:30 pm (weekdays, 
weekends). Ticket sales stop one hour prior 
to closing. Closed Tuesdays S  1,000 won 
® Five minute walk from Jongno 3-ga Station 
(Exit 11 of Line 1, Exit 8 of Line 3, Exit 8 of 
Line 5) ®  02-765-0195 6 http://jm.cha.go.kr

Changgyeonggung Palace D2
Changgyeonggung Palace has a rather odd 

history. It was o rig ina lly  bu ilt in  1484 as a 
residence fo r  tw o  fo rm er queens and the

Cutting  the Spir it  
of the Kingdom

Jongmyo Shrine used to be connected 
to Changgyeonggung Palace. In the 
Japanese colonial era, however, a road 
was built between the palace and 
shrine to symbolically sever the 
spiritual link between the royal family 
and its ancestors. Palace and shrine 
have now been reconnected via an 
overpass—if you are visiting 
Changgyeonggung Palace, it ’s worth 
visiting Jongmyo, too, although the 
closing time o f the overpass entrance 
is a half hour earlier than the main 
entrance.

royal mother. The place was torched during 
the Japanese invasions, and rebuilt in 1616. 

In 1907 , w hen E m pe ro r S unjong moved 
f r o m  D e o k s u g u n g  P a l a c e  t o  

C hangdeokgung, Changgyeonggung was 
tu rned  in to  a pa rk , com plete  w ith  a zoo 
and botanical garden. Th is “ pa rk ifica tion ”  

was com pleted by the Japanese in  1910, 
w h e n  th e y  re n a m e d  th e  p la c e  f r o m  
Changgyeonggung (“ Changgyeong Palace” )

Rear garden, Changgyeonggung Palace

http://jm.cha.go.kr


1. Changgyeonggung Palace 2. Throne. Changgyeonggung Palace 3. Botanical Garden

to  C h a n g g y e o n g w o n  ( “ C h a n g g y e o n g  

G a rd e n ” ) and opened i t  to  the  genera l 
public. In  1983, the zoo was removed and 

the compound restored to  “ palace”  status. 

B u t i t  s t i l l  fee ls  l ik e  a p a rk ,  a n d  the  
botanical garden is s till there.

Honghwamun Gate and Okcheongyo 
Bridge Eenter the palace through 

Honghwam un Gate, bu ilt in 1616. A fter 
the gate, there is a beautifu l stone bridge, 

bu ilt in 1483, that crosses a small stream. 

Myeongjeongjeon Hall 9 5 9  The main 

throne ha ll (bu ilt in  1616) is smaller than 

the throne halls o f Gyeongbokgung or 
Changdeokgung, but i t ’s beautifu lly 

designed w ith  some particu larly  intricate 
cloisters behind it. To the le ft o f the main 
hall is Munjeongjeon S S 9> the site o f  one 
o f  the most tragic stories o f  the Joseon 

Dynasty.

Chundangji Pond S g * l The site o f 

Chundangji Pond was o rig ina lly  a royal 
farm  p lo t but in  1909, a Japanese-style 

pond was dug, complete w ith  a Japanese- 
style pavilion and boats. The pavilion and 
boats are now gone but the pond— lined by 

beautifu l trees and a Chinese pagoda— still 
remains.

Botanical Garden The V ictorian-style 

glasshouse o f Changgyeonggung Botanical 
Garden S 3 3  « S ti was b u ilt in  1907 as 

Korea’s firs t such glasshouse, and is home 
to  rare Korean flora.
©  9 am to 6:30 pm (Apr to Oct), 9 am to 5:30 
pm (Nov to Mar) 9 am to 5 pm (Dec to Feb). 
Closed Mondays ф  1,000 won В  Exit 4, 
Hyehwa Station, Line 4. Walk 15 minute 
© 762-4868-9 6  http://cgg.cha.go.kr

f j s d
W in d  a n d  P l a c e n t a s

On a hill towards the west side of the 
palace’s rear garden are a Joseon-era 
wind-measuring instrument and a stone 
monument containing the placenta of 
King Seongjong (r. 1457-1494). In the 
eastern part of the garden, there’s also a 
Joseon-era astronomical stand. These 
artifacts were originally elsewhere but 
were moved to the palace when the 
Japanese turned it into a park.

E n g l is h  To u r s

English language tours are conducted at 
11 am and 4 pm. Korean, Japanese and 
Chinese language tours are given as 
well.

http://cgg.cha.go.kr
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Deoksugung Palace
Deoksugung Palace is the most “ urban”  o f 

Seoul’s palaces, located in the heart o f the 
c ity  ju s t across fro m  Seoul C ity  H a ll.  In  

fact, i t ’s tw o  palaces in one— one a Korean 
tra d itio n a l palace, com plete w ith  b rig h tly  

colored tile-roofed structures, and the other 

a W estern-style palace h igh lighted by the 
grand neoclassical Seokjojeon H a ll.

B u ilt as a v illa  in the 15th century, the 
palace was greatly expanded at the end o f 

the 19th century as a residence fo r Em peror 
G ojong (see p37), w ho moved here in 1897 
fo llo w in g  a year’s residency at the nearby 

Russian legation. In 1907, he was forced to  
abdicate under Japanese pressure, bu t he

Deoksugung Palace



U S S
En g l is h  La n g u a g e  To u r s

English language tours of the palace are 
given at 10:30 am on Tuesday to Friday, 
and 1:40 pm on Saturday and Sunday. 
Japanese, Chinese and Korean language 
tours are also available.

c o n tin u e d  to  live  a t the palace u n t il his 

death in 1919.
©  9 am to 9 pm (Ticketing closes 8 pm) 
Closed Mondays &  1,000 won @ City Hall 
Station, Line 1, Exit 2; Line 2, Exit 12 
© 02-771-9951



Daehanmun Gate rH' ' “  The current main 

gate dates from  a 1906 reconstruction. It is 

here that changing o f the guard ceremonies 

(see p53) are held three times a day (11 am, 
2 and 3:30 pm).

junghwajeon Hall The main throne 
ha ll o f the palace, this splendid build ing 

bu rn t down in 1901 and was rebu ilt in 
1906.

Jeonggwanheon Pavilion 35*5: One o f
Seoul’s qu irk ie r pieces o f o lder architecture, 

th is part-Korean, part-Romanesque 
pavilion was bu ilt by a Russian architect as 

a coffee house fo r Emperor Gojong.

Junghwajeon Hall (left), Seokjojeon Hall

Seokjojeon Hall This massive 
neoclassical hall, designed by a B riton and 
completed in 1910, was b u ilt as G ojong’s 

roya l residence.

National Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Deoksugung Annex *S9cho|-..''i. - '^ 5  

A nother massive neoclassical bu ild ing, this 
one was completed in 1939 as the so-called 
Y i Royal Fam ily Museum. Today it  is the 

Deoksugung Annex o f the National 
M useum o f Contemporary A rt, one o f the 
finest museums in the country.
©  9 am to 6 pm (Tue-Thu); 9 am to 8:30 pm 
(Fri-Sun). Closed Mondays d i Free to 5,000 
won (depends on exhibition) ®  02- 368-1414

A Cup of Coffee for the Emperor
During his stay at the Russian legation. King Gojong developed a taste for coffee, 
prepared for him by Antoinette Sontag, the sister-in-law o f the Russian m inister and 
the founder of Seoul’s first Western hotel. He took his newfound love o f java with 
him when he left the Russian legation for his new home at Deoksugung Palace. The 
king commissioned Russian architect Aleksey Seredin-Sabatin to build a pavilion 
where he could sit and enjoy a cup of 
coffee.

The result was an amusingly eclectic 
build ing mixing Western Romanesque 
designs with Korean m otifs—check out 
the deer and flower patterns in the 
railings and frieze. It is irregularly used 
for coffee and tea events even today, and 
is open to the public every Saturday.
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K in g  Go jong  a n d  th e  R is e  a n d  Fa l l  of the  Da e h a n  Em p ir e

At the close of the 19th century, Korea was in trouble. Centuries o f stability under the 
kings o f the Joseon Dynasty had disintegrated in a perfect storm o f internal conflict and 
external pressure from the imperial powers.

In 1895, a modernized Japan handily defeated the Qing Dynasty o f China, making it the 
most powerful country in East Asia. Competing for influence in the region was Russia, 
w ith strong interests in northeast China. In the Korean court, already long plagued by 
factional strife, pro-Russian and pro-Japanese politicians struggled for dominance.

In 1884, pro-Japanese reformers staged a coup, taking control o f the royal court. In 
1895, the powerful pro-Russian queen o f King Gojong, Queen Min, was assassinated at 
Gyeongbokgung Palace by ruffians (an event widely believed to have taken place at the 
behest o f the Japanese legation), forcing the king and the crown prince to seek refuge at 
the Russian legation in Jeong-dong. During the king's yearlong stay at the legation, the 
Russians used their influence to replace the pro-Japanese court w ith pro-Russian figures.

This culminated with King Gojong leaving the Russian legation in 1897 and taking up 
residence at Deoksugung Palace. There, he declared the Daehan Empire, placing himself 
on equal footing to the Chinese emperor. The empire proved a dramatic time; needing to 
modernize or perish. Emperor Gojong worked to bring his country into the modern 
world. Diplomats, businessmen, missionaries and teachers flocked to the country. 
Modern schools and hospitals were built, railroads and streetcar systems opened, 
churches established, and electricity and water facilities developed. Treaties were 
signed with various countries, and foreign businessmen obtained concessions in mining, 
transportation and other industries throughout the country.

Unfortunately for the kingdom, the foreigners also brought imperial ambitions. In 
1904, the competition between Japan and Russia for dominance in the region came to a 
head with the Russo-Japanese War, won by Japan in 1905. With the Russians out o f the 
way and the Americans, British and French doing little  to stop them, the Japanese 
strong-armed the Korean court into signing the Protectorate Treaty o f 1905, giving 
control o f Korea’s foreign 
relations to Japan. When 
Emperor Gojong tried to 
fight this by sending a 
delegation to the Hague 
Convention o f 1907, the 
Japanese forced him to 
abdicate in favor o f the 
crown prince. Finally, on Aug 
22,1910, the Japanese 
made their rule over Korea 
complete with the Japan- 
Korea Annexation Treaty, 
thus starting 35 years of 
colonial rule.

With its harmonization of Korean traditional and “modern" Western 
elements. Deoksugung Palace is a symbol of the Daehan Empire.



S e o u l  6 3

C h a n g in g  o f  t h e  Ro y a l  G u a r d  Ce r e m o n y

Now the capital of a presidential republic, Seoul 
might no longer have a resident monarch, but it still 
has a changing of the royal guard ceremony.

In the days of the Joseon kings, the palace gates 
were guarded by an elite military unit called the 
Sumungun. The unit was tasked with opening and 
closing the gates and patrolling the area around the 
palace. This tradition fell out of practice with the 
end of the monarchy, but was revived in 1996 to give 
both residents and visitors a taste of the lost culture 
of the royal palaces.

Changing of the guard ceremonies take
place in front of the Daehanmun Gate of 
Deoksugung Palace three times daily, at 11 am, 2 
and 3:30 pm (no ceremonies Monday). In addition 
to period attire—various colors representing 
different ranks and positions-the affair is 
accompanied by the beating of drums, the barking out o f orders and Korean traditional 
martial music. The pageantry of it all tends to be quite popular with visitors, as evidenced 
by the crowds o f camera and camcorder-toting tourists that gather for the ceremonies.

Gyeonghuigung Palace 3si3 B3

B u i l t  as a s e c o n d a ry  pa la ce  in  1 6 1 6 , 
Gyeonghuigung became a royal residence in 

1624, when Changdeokgung Palace was set 
a ligh t as rebels occupied Seoul. Just p r io r to 
J a p a n ’s a n n e x a t io n  o f  K o re a  in  1910, 

h o w e v e r, th e  p a la c e  w as  c o m p le te ly  
dismantled to  make room  fo r a school. In  
1988, Seoul began to  rebuild the o ld  palace. 

M a n y  o f  the m a jo r s truc tu res  have been

restored, includ ing the o ld  throne hall and 
surrounding cloisters. The fro n t gate o f the 
p a la c e , H e u n g h w a m u n  G a te  S itS , j s 
orig inal.
ф  Free ©  9 am to 6 pm (weekdays), 10 am
to 6 pm (weekends, holidays). Closed
Mondays 8  Gyeonghuigung Palace is just
behind Seoul History Museum
and is a 5 minute walk from Exits 1 or 8 of
Gwanghwamun Station, Line 5. (£) 02-724-
0274-6

Gyeonghuigung Palace
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S a m c h e o n g - d o n g

To the east o f Gyeongbukgung Palace is a trendy area o f cafes, restaurants and 
boutiques known as Samcheong-dong. It ’s a great area to escape the urban jungle and 
relax amidst a pleasing harmony of the charmingly traditional w ith the fashionably 
modern. Located in the area o f Seoul known as Bukchon Samcheong-dong is 
known fo r its re la tive ly high number o f Korean trad ition a l homes o r hanok . 

M any o f the h a n o k  have been turned in to  cafes, restaurants and w ine bars. 
Joining them are newer cafes and bars bu ilt in trendy modern styles. I t ’s a popular 
place to  walk around and, should the mood strike, enjoy a cup o f coffee or a glass 
o f wine in a charm ing setting. For shoppers, there are a good number o f small 
boutiques carrying items such as clothes, shoes, handbags, and other accessories.

Samcheong-dong Road
S ta rt y o u r S am cheong-dong s tro l l  fro m  

Samcheong-dong Road. The road fo llow s 

along the eastern w a ll o f Gyeongbokgung 
Palace. A t the entrance to  the road stands 
D ong s ip jaga k  once the southeast

guard  to w e r o f  G yeo ngb okgu ng . La te r 
road developm ent tu rned  i t  in to  a tra ffic  

island.

To the le ft o f the road is the beau tifu l 

s tone w a ll o f  the  pa la ce— lin e d  by an 
impressive ro w  o f g inkgo trees, this makes 

fo r  one  o f  th e  best w a lk s  in  S eou l in  

autumn, when the trees tu rn  b rig h t yellow. 

To  the  r ig h t is a series o f  a r t  ga lle rie s , 
in c lu d in g  G a l le r y  H y u n d a i ,  K u m h o  
Museum o f A rt, G row rich  Gallery, Gallery 

SUN C o n te m p o ra ry , H a kg o ja e  G a lle ry ,



K eum san  G a lle ry ,  K u k je  G a lle r y  and 
Gallery Ihn.

F o llo w  Samcheong-dong Road up, and 
yo u ’ ll  even tua lly  reach a fo rk — one fo rk  

h e a d s  to  C h e o n g w a d a e  ( th e

presidential mansion), while the other takes 
you to  a road o f cafes, restaurants and the 
Prime M in is te r’s Residence 
@ Samcheong-dong Road is approached via 
Exit 1, Anguk Station, Line 3 (walk towards 
Gwanghwam un G ate s a s ) i o r Exi t  4 , 
Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3 (walk past 
Gyeongbokgung Palace). Once you see 
Dongsipjagak, head up that road.

д Э
S e o u l  S e l e c t io n  Bo o k s h o p

Also on Samcheong-dong Road, near 
Dongsipjagak, is Seoul Selection 
Bookshop, one of Seoul’s best places 
to score English-language books on 
Korea or DVDs of Korean films with 
English subtitles. It also has a cafe 
with helpful staff happy to provide 
tourist information. (Hours: 9:30 am 
to 6:30 pm. Closed Sundays, 02-734- 
9565, www.seoulselection.com)

Y ou ® .S e o u l

ttMk-'f Book. C-»fr.

И r^auL Ш аийд

Toronto

Dongsipjagak, old guard tower of Gyeongbokgung Palace, entrance to Samcheong-dong

http://www.seoulselection.com
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Restaurants & Cafes
Samcheong-dong is filled  w ith  restaurants, 

cafes and w ine bars. M a ny  o f  them make 
use o f Korean hanok homes th a t have been 

renovated o r new ly b u ilt fo r  the purpose, 
p ro v id in g  p a tro n s  w i th  a re f in e d  and  

tranqu il ambiance quite d is tinct from  other 

n e ig h b o rh o o d s  o f  Seoul. A  n u m b e r o f  
places have ro o ftop  seating w ith  nice views 
o f the historic surroundings. In  add ition  to 

restaurants and cafes, Samcheong-dong has 
tons o f small boutiques and shops that are 
popular w ith  young Seoulites.

• 8 Steps C2 European cuisine in a charming 
old Korean hanok setting. (02-738-5838)

•  Cook’n Heim C2 Brings together hamburgers, 
art and a Korean garden. (02-733-1109)

•  Cave de La Petite France B2 Good French 
cuisine and French wine in a cozy, exotic 
atmosphere. (02-739-1788)

•  Samcheong-dong Sujebi £t§S^*iiai Ci
Great potato noodle soup shop. And always 
crowded. (02-735-2965)

• Second Best Place in Seoul -MSCHW
ssfea Ci An old-style teahouse legendary for 
\tspatjuk (red bean porridge). (02-734-5302)

•  Maple Tree House Ci Delicious
meats in a relaxed and nicely lit atmosphere. 
(02-730-7461)

• Yongsusan Ci Does Gaeseong-style 
Goryeo royal cuisine in a luxurious setting. 
Highly recommended. (02-732-3019)

•  Sosonjae Ci Decently priced Korean 
traditional cuisine made from seasonal 
vegetables and local ingredients. (02-730- 
7002)

•  Yeon 2  C2 This hanok cafe welcomes 
travelers, and is a great place for a cup of tea 
or after-work drink. (02-734-3009)

• Dalhangari Sttotai 32 While the interior 
might seem rather cafe-esque, this 
Samcheong-dong restaurant does organic 
Korean course cuisine (jeongsik) that is both 
tasty and good for you. (02-733-7902)
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с в э
Ch e o n g w a d a e  To u r

The impressive presidential mansion of 
Cheongwadae also known as the 
Blue House (from the color of its roof 
tiles), is the center of power in Korea. 
Security around here is tigh t—take 
note of the plainclothes security 
personnel as you walk along the road 
leading to the complex. Tours are 
conducted four times a day (10,11 am,
2, 3 pm) from Tuesday to Saturday, but 
you need to apply at least 10 days in 
advance to go through the proper 
security screening. Visit the 
Cheongwadae website (http://english. 
president.go.kr) for more information.

Museums & Galleries
The Samcheong-dong area has a number o f 

interesting museums and galleries, including:

• Gallery Hyundai УВДВД д3 This gallery of 
modern art includes both Gallery Hyundai 
proper and the nearby Gallery Dugahun.
©  10 am to 6 pm. Closed Mondays d i Free 
©  02-734-6111-3 8 www.galleryhyundai.com

•  Kumho Museum of Art 3£п |й9  A3 This 
museum opened in 1989 with the goal of 
discovering and supporting local Korean 
artists. ©  10 am to 6:30 pm. Closed 
Mondays ф  2,000 won © 02-720-5114 
8 www.kumhomuseum.com

• Kukje Gallery B2 Recognizable by 
Jonathan Borofsky’s statue of a walking 
woman on its roof, Kukje Gallery holds 
regular exhibits of local and international 
modern artists. ©  10 am to 6 pm (Mon-Sat),
10 am to 5 pm (Sun) ф  Free ©  02-735-8449 
8 www.kukjegallery.com

• Hakgojae Gallery Улхцдуу д3 Housed in a 
lovely Korean traditional house, Hakgojae 
Gallery holds exhibits of Korean and 
overseas modern artists. ©  10 am to 7 pm 
(Tue-Sat), 10 am to 6 pm (Sun). Closed 
Monday S  Free ©  02-720-1524-6 8 www. 
hakgojae.com

http://english
http://www.galleryhyundai.com
http://www.kumhomuseum.com
http://www.kukjegallery.com
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B u k c h o n ^

To get a feel for what Seoul was like prior to its late 20th century modernization, head 
to the Bukchon area between the palaces o f Gyeongbokgung and Changdeokgung. 
This neighborhood, composed of winding alleys and Korean tile-roof homes, is the 
perfect place in which to get lost— few places in the city are as charming.

O w ing to  its po litica lly  strategic location between the palaces, Bukchon— or 
“ N o rth  Village” — was long the preserve o f Seoul’s high-official elite. In the early 
20th century, its large estates were broken up in to smaller units to  accommodate 
the c ity ’s g row ing population. I t ’s at this tim e that the neighborhood took  its 
cu rren t fo rm  o f w ind ing  alleys w ith  Korean h a n o k  homes packed so closely 
together that, when seen from  above, it appears to  be a sea o f black tiles.

In  recent years, Bukchon has received a good deal o f a tten tion  from  c ity  
au thorities  w ho view the area as a tou rism  resource. This has been a m ixed 
blessing: while the city has been pumping money in to the neighborhood to  protect 
and restore its h a n o k , the g ro w in g  to u ris t trade has prom pted some ha n ok  

owners to  tu rn  the ir properties in to  com m ercial establishments such as guest 
houses, cafes and w ine bars. This has proven controversial, w ith  some critics 
decrying its harm to  the residential neighborhood’s original traditional character.

Given the lay o f the neighborhood, it would be d ifficu lt to give a precise A to 
В-style walking course. Broadly speaking, there are tw o main hanok clusters— 31

31 Gahoe-dong, Bukchon Hanok Village



Gahoe-dong to  the west and 11 Gahoe-dong (where many o f the galleries are 
located) to the east. Use the map only as a general guideline because you’re best o ff 
just wandering from spot to spot, discovering as you go.
®  Bukchon is best approached v ia  Exit 1, 2 o r 3 o f Anguk Station. Line 3. From there, you're best 
o ff looking at the m ap on p64 for more detailed directions.

31 Gahoe-dong siyxi q2 This is 
Bukchon’s most famous cluster o f hanok 
homes. Located on a gently sloping h ill,  the 
road provides outstanding views both at the 
bottom  and at the top, where you can view 
modern dow ntow n Seoul beyond the 
trad itiona l tile  roofs o f Bukchon.

Simsimheon C2 O n the left side o f 31 
Gahoe-dong, this stunning hanok is open to  
the public  and well w orth  the 10,000 won 
entrance. V isitors get English explanations 
and homemade plum  tea, too. Operated by 
the N ationa l Trust o f Korea.
©  9 am to 6:30 pm. Closed Mondays ф  10,000 
won <D 02-763-3393 6 simsimheon.com

Bukchon Cultural Center ̂ § ^ 9  D3 This 
lovely hanok home was b u ilt in 1921 and is 
modeled on the Yeongyeongdang v illa  o f 
Changdeokgung Palace. It is now owned by 
Seoul M e tropo litan  C ity  and used as an 
in fo rm ation  and cu ltu ra l center, provid ing 
tours o f the neighborhood and hosting 
classes and workshops.
©  9 am  to  6 pm ф  Free ®  02-3707-8388 
6  h ttp ://bukchon.seoul.go.kr 

Gahoe Museum 7l$lstSS D2 This hanok 
gallery is home to  one o f  Seoul’s best

collections o f trad itiona l fo lk  paintings and 
amulets. C ra ft programs are available and 
visitors are also treated to  green tea! ©  10 
am  to  6 pm  C losed M ondays ф 3 ,000 won 
(&  02-741 -0466 6  w ww .gahoem useum .org

Han Sang-su Embroidery Museum
8 9  D2 Features the w o rk  o f master 
embroiderer Han Sang-su. Hands-on 
programs also available. ©  10 am  to 5 pm. 
C losed M ondays ф 3 ,000 won ©  02-744- 
1545 6 www.hansangsoo.com

Dong-Lim Knot Museum SSnH§etse D2 This 
museum is dedicated to  maedeup, Korean 
traditiona l decorative knots. Like many other 
Bukchon museums, participatory programs 
are conducted. ©  10 am to 6 pm. Closed 
Mondays ф 2,000 won ©  02-3673-2778 
6  www.shimyoungmi.com

Dugahun A3 Formerly the residence of 
a relative o f the royal fam ily, this 100-year- 
o ld  hanok has been renovated as a cafe/wine 
bar/French-Italian restaurant. A tad pricey, 
bu t i t ’s a great place to spend the evening 
(and even has a Cuban cigar menu). ©  Tea 
Time: 2:30 to 4 pm. C losed Mondays; Wine 
Time: 10 pm  to  12 am. C losed Sundays 

©  02-3210-2100 6 www.dugahun.com

http://bukchon.seoul.go.kr
http://www.gahoemuseum.org
http://www.hansangsoo.com
http://www.shimyoungmi.com
http://www.dugahun.com
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Restaurants & Cafes
• Hwangsaengga Kalguksu Вз
Handmade Korean noodles and dumplings. 
Extremely popular, especially at lunch time.
(02-739-6334)
• Bukchon Gamasot Seolleongtang

B3 Not far from Bukchon’s Jeongdok 
Public Library this place specializes
in seolleongtang a rich beef broth
soup made from ox bone. (02-725-7355)

•  Ramyeon Ttaengineun Nal B3 

Wildly popular, this cheap ramyeon noodle 
restaurant is near Jeongdok Public Library. 
(02-733-ЗЗЗ0)

•  Coffee Mill B3 Terrific hanok
coffee house with a great atmosphere, very 
good cakes and waffles, and excellent 
coffee. (02-732-7656)

Hanok
Literally meaning “ Korean home," the term hanok came into being after Korea's 
opening to the West in order to  differentiate Korea's traditional architecture from the 
newer Western-style buildings. The major characteristics of a hanok are a) the use of 
flues to heat the floor (a system called ondol), and b) large unheated wooden floors, 
or таги, to keep the home cool in summer. Wealthier homes, such as those found in 
Bukchon, have black-tile roofs (commoner homes were traditionally roofed with 
straw), are multi-structured, and have central courtyards called madang.

Hanok are built solely from wood, stone and earth—the yellow earth used in the 
walls, called hwangto in Korean, is said to have physical benefits for the occupants. 
Windows and sliding doors are usually made from Korean paper, or hanji, although

more modernized hanok use glass. Like 
other Korean traditional structures, 
hanok are deliberately modest—they 
are rarely, if  ever painted, and they 
emphasize “ human”  scale. Bukchon 
hanok often have elegant front gates.

You never wear shoes in a hanok. You 
sleep on the floor on a brightly-colored 
cushioned mat called a yo.

д Э
B u k c h o n  G u e s t  H o u s e s

A number of the hanok homes in Bukchon 
have been renovated for use as guest 
houses. These places give visitors a chance 
to experience a Korean traditional home and 
are popular with foreign visitors. Most 
provide Korean meals, and some even host 
cultural events and programs. For a list, see 
the Accommodation section on P154.

Cu l t u r a l  S e n s i t iv i t y

Bukchon is an area so beautiful that you 
sometimes forget that people actually live 
there. Bukchon is, first and foremost, a 
residential area, and a quiet one at that. 
When you vis it—and especially if you’re 
staying there-please keep the neighbors 
in mind.
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I n s a - d o n g

Insa-dong is one o f Seoul’s best-known destinations to  fore ign v is ito rs. The 
neighborhood, which in the old days was called (for reasons unknown) “ M a ry ’s 
Alley,”  is lined w ith  antique shops, small galleries, traditional craft shops, cafes 
and restaurants. So popular is it w ith  tourists that in recent years it  has become, 
well, touristy, but it ’s still a fascinating area w ith  some history to it.

Insa-dong has a “ main drag,”  so to speak, tha t runs from  its entrance near 
Anguk Station to  opposite Tapgol (Pagoda) Park. From this main street radiate 
many smaller alleyways that are well worth  exploring. Also in the Insa-dong area 
are several areas o f  h is to rica l and cu ltu ra l in terest, in c lud ing  Unhyeongung 
Palace, M inga Daheon, Cheondogyo Central Temple, Jogyesa Temple and Seung 
Dong Presbyterian Church

A nu m be r o f  s ites in  and a ro u n d  Insa -d o n g , in c lu d in g  T apg o l P ark , 
Cheondogyo Central Temple and Seung Dong Presbyterian Church, are closely 
tied w ith  the M arch 1 Independence Movement (see p74) o f 1919.
В  The north end of Insa-dong is approached via Exit 6 of Anguk Station, Line 3. The south end 
is reached via Exit 1 of Jongno 3-ga Station, Line 1, 3 or 5.

One of the many craft shops of Insa-dong
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History & Culture
Jogyesa Temple A2 Jogyesa Temple is 
the headquarters o f the Jogye O rder o f 
Korean Buddhism, Korea’s largest Buddhist 

sect. This is one o f  Seoul’s m ost active 

Buddhist temples— be sure to  v isit during 
the Buddha’s B irthday festivities, usually 
held in late A p ril o r early May. There’s also 

a Buddhist history museum located on the 
complex. @ 02-732-2183 6  www.jogyesa.kr 

Templestay Information Center s s ^ hioiius  
а д а  Д2 Just across from  Jogyesa Temple is 

a massive new Temple Stay In form ation 
Center, which, as the name w ou ld  suggest, 

provides in fo rm ation  on stays at one o f 
Korea’s beautifu l Buddhist monasteries.
The center also has a restaurant (serving 

vegetarian Buddhist cuisine) and a cafe. ©  9 
am to 6 pm. Open all year round <© 02- 2031- 
2000 6  eng.templestay.com 

Unhyeongung Palace ' Ci Th is residence 

is notable as the home o f Heungseon 

Daewongun, the conservative prince regent 
w ho was the effective ru ler o f Korea during 
G ojong’s m ino rity  and fo r a good time 

afterwards. The palace, b u ilt between 1863

д Э
Z e n  M e d it a t io n

Interested in Zen? The International Zen 
Center of Hwagyesa Temple (02-900- 
4326), located in the mountains of 
northern Seoul, hosts Zen meditation 
sessions and dharma talks in English every 
Sunday at 1 pm (instructions for beginners 
starts at 12:30). Ahnkook Zen Center (02- 
732-0772) in Bukchon also holds Zen 
classes for foreigners every Saturday from 
2:30 to 4 pm.

and 1873, is a typical upper-class Korean 

home, characterized by the rustic 
Confucian modesty so characteristic o f the 

period. ©  9 am to 6 pm (Nov-Mar), 9 am to 7 
pm (Apr-Oct). Closed Mondays S  700 won. 
Free for lunch hours (noon to 1 pm, Tue-Fri)
®  02-766-9090 6 www.unhyeongung.or.kr 
Cheondogyo Central Temple JSLniS&wg q  

B uilt in  1921, th is massive red brick A rt 
Nouveau bu ild ing, located just across from  

Unhyeongung Palace, is the central place o f 
worship o f  Cheondogyo, a strongly 

nationalist relig ious group tha t mixes 
Korea’s trad itiona l faiths w ith  elements o f

1. Unhyeongung Palace 2. Jogyesa Temple 3. Cheondogyo Central Temple 
4. Tapgol Park 5. Antique shop, Insa-dong

http://www.jogyesa.kr
http://www.unhyeongung.or.kr
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March i  Independence Movement
Japan’s annexation o f Korea in 1910 marked the start o f a dark period o f brutal 
colonial rule. Opposition to Japanese rule reached a peak in 1919, when President 
Woodrow Wilson’s proclamation of the right o f self-determination at the Paris Peace 
Conference sparked a nationalist uprising in Korea. On March 1,1919,33 Korean 
nationalists met at a restaurant in Insa-dong to read a declaration o f independence. In 
Tapgol Park, a Korean student recited a copy o f the declaration before a massive 
crowd, while copies o f the declaration were read throughout the country. The crowds 
evolved into processions and demonstrations that were put down w ith great brutality 
by the Japanese, who killed and arrested thousands of Koreans.
The March 1 Independence Movement is considered a catalyst of the Korean 
nationalist movement. To commemorate the movement, March 1 has been declared a 
national public holiday in Korea.

C hristianity. D uring  the colon ia l era, the 
Cheondogyo fa ith  produced many 

independence activists, including a large 
number o f the leaders o f the M arch 1 

Independence M ovem ent o f  1919.

Tapgol Park ЯЯЗ® 03 Tapgol Park has the 
d istinction o f being Seoul’s firs t modern 

park, designed in  1897 by John McLeavy 

Brown, a B ritish advisor to  K ing Gojong. In 
1919, independence protests here led to  the 

March 1 Independence Movement. The 
high light o f the park is the 10-story 
Wongaksa pagoda Эгшкцоб-ЧИ, carved in 

marble du ring  the Goryeo Dynasty.

Museums & Galleries
Kyung-in Museum of Fine Arts syai69 C2

Th is fine gallery blends the modern and the 

trad itiona l. I t  includes a Korean trad itiona l 
home, Korean garden and trad itiona l 
teahouse. ©  10 am to 6 pm gg Free 
®  02-733-4448-9 6  www.kyunginart.co.kr 

Gallery Art-Side B2 Founded in
1999, this gallery focuses on Asian 
contemporary art. ©  10 am to  6 pm. Closed 
Mondays & public holidays. ®  02-725-1020 

Insa Art Center 02 This impressive
s ix-floo r a rt com plex boasts fou r exh ib ition

halls that presents a diverse range o f styles 
and artw orks fo r  visitors to  enjoy. ©  10 am 
to 7 pm ф Free ®  02-736-1020 6  www. 
insaartcenter.com

Kwanhoon Gallery SSHyai B2 Opened in 

1979, this is one o f the neighborhood’s 
earliest display spaces fo r modern art—  
accordingly, i t  has helped to  launch the 

career o f many a young artist. ©  10:30 am 
to 6:30 pm ф Free ®  02-733-6469 6  www. 
Kwanhoongallery.com

Mokin Museum A2 This in trigu ing
museum contains some 8,000 wooden 

figures o f people and animals. The Korean 
collection includes figures carved from  the 
Joseon era to  the present day. ©  10 am to 7 
pm. Closed Mondays, ф 5,000 won ®  02- 
722-5066 6  www.mokinmuseum.com

Insa Gallery У-4ЯУУ C2 Opened in  1994, 

this modern a rt gallery has introduced to

http://www.kyunginart.co.kr
http://www.mokinmuseum.com
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the public many w orks by both veteran and 

up-and-coming artists. ©  10 am to 6:30 pm 
(Mon-Sat); 10:30 am to 6 pm (Sun) ^  Free 
®  02-735-2655

IBK Jump Theater 95 285* D4 A dazzling 
comic martial arts show. Jump combines 

traditional Korean taekwondo w ith 

taekkyeon and other modern Asian martial 
arts for a spectacular nonverbal performance. 

©  Mon 8 pm/Tue to Sat 4, 8 pm/Sundays & 
public holidays 3 & 6 pm ф 40.000-50,000 
won @ Jonggak Station, Line 1, Exit 4 
®  02-722-3995 6  www.hijump.co.kr

Shops
Insa-dong is m o s tly  kn o w n  as a place to  

p ick  up a r t, an tiques, c ra ft  supplies and 
trad itiona l cloth ing— indeed, its h isto ry as a 

center o f  arts and antiques goes back over a 
cen tu ry . I f  y o u ’ re lo o k in g  fo r  d is t in c t ly  

Korean souven irs , th is  w o u ld  be a good 
place to  look.

Ssamzigil Market B2 This trendy, 
fou r-floo r complex is a m arket w ith in  a 

market. Contains 70 shops including 
handicraft stores, souvenir shops, art 
galleries and restaurants. ©  10 am to 8:30 
pm ®  02-736-0088 6  www.ssamzigil.co.kr

Tong-in S -  Founded in 1924, this is one o f 
Insa-dong’s best-known antique shops and

•  Min’s Club y W S  C2 Located in a 
beautiful hanok near Cheondogyo Central 
Temple, this place features fusion cuisine in 
an early 20th century setting. (02-733-2966)

•  Sanchon 2 #  C2 Run by a former Buddhist 
monk, Sanchon is one of Seoul’s best- 
known restaurants and specializes in 
vegetarian Buddhist temple cuisine. Music 
and dance performances take place in the 
evenings. Lunch: 22,000 won. Dinner:
39,600 won. Folk performances: 8 to 8:40 
pm. Hours: 11:30 am to 10 pm. (02-735- 
0312)

carries many exquisite items including 
furn iture. ©  10 am to 7 pm (Apr-Sep); 10 
am to 6 pm (Oct-Mar) ®  02-733-4867 

Jilkyungyee I30 | q2 This designer 

specializes in  “ modernized”  hanbok or 
Korean trad itiona l c lo th ing. ©  9 am to 9 pm 
®  02-734-5934 6  www.jilkyungyee.co.kr 

Tongmunkwan 8S5* A i Opening in  1934 

and run by the same fam ily  fo r three 

generations, th is shop b ills itse lf as the 
nation’s oldest bookshop. ©  10:30 am to 
5:30 pm. Closed Sundays. ®  02-734-4092 
6  www.tongmunkwan.co.kr

Park Yeong-suk Yo ^ 9 2  C2 A ceramics 
shop famed fo r Queen Elizabeth I I ’s 1999 

visit, and well w o rth  a look. ©  10 am to 6 
pm ®  02-730-7837

Sori Hana в г  One o f the most 
popular trad itiona l cra ft shops in  Insa- 
dong, approxim ately a th ird  made by 

famous designers (the other tw o  thirds 
reproduction crafted by the shop itself).
©  9:30 am to 8 pm ©  02-738-8335 

II Sin Dang 4129 C3 I f  you ’d like to  take up 

the a rt o f calligraphy o r papercraft, II Sin 
Dang has been selling, fo r 20 years, 

calligraphy brushes, trad itiona l paper, and 
ink, among others. ©  9 am to 8 pm 
®  02-733-8100

•  Toetmaru C2 Most famous for its 
barley rice bibimbap a mixture of
barley and rice covered with soybean paste 
stew, and crab marinated in soy sauce. 
Reasonably priced, too. (02-739-5683)

• B3rlin C3 The best German restaurant 
not just in Seoul, but in all o f Korea. A very 
classy place with a distinctively German feel. 
(02-722-5622)

•  Top Cloud C3 Located at the top
of the distinctive Jongno Tower, this Western 
restaurant is better known for its 
outstanding views. (02-2230-3001)

http://www.hijump.co.kr
http://www.ssamzigil.co.kr
http://www.jilkyungyee.co.kr
http://www.tongmunkwan.co.kr
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J e o n g - d o n g  S 5

A pleasant tree-lined neighborhood to the west of the Deoksugung Palace, Jeong-dong 
is where many of Seoul’s first foreign legations, schools and churches were built in the 
late 19th and early 20th century. As such, the area was a major entry point for the 
introduction o f foreign culture into Korea— Seoul’s firs t Protestant churches, first 
modern schools and first modern hotel were all built there. Today, the area retains a 
somewhat exotic foreign charm, and a good number o f h istorical buildings—  
many designed by Americans, Britons and Russians— still remain.
@ Exit 2 of City Hall Station, Line 1 or Exit 12 of Line 2.

Seoul Anglican Cathedral This

beautiful Romanesque-style granite church, 
bu ilt in 1926, is the mother church o f Korea’s 

Anglican faith ful. English services are held 
9:30 Sunday morning in the cathedral crypt 

chapel and 5:00 Sunday evening in the main 
cathedra l.®  02-739-0785 

Seoul Museum of Art xl3 -4 iJa|SS Formerly 

the home o f the Supreme C ourt, this

museum is home to  a collection o f 1,432 

w orks o f a rt in  such genres as Western 
pa in ting, orienta l pa in ting, sculpture, crafts, 

photography and calligraphy.

©  10 am to 8 pm. Closed Mondays ф  Free 
®  02-723-2491 6 http://seoulmoa.seoul.go.kr

Pai Chai Hak Dang «РНУУ Korea’s first 
modern intermediate school, the school was 

founded in 1885 by American M ethodist

http://seoulmoa.seoul.go.kr


1. Seoul Museum of Art 2.Former Russian Legation 3. Pai Chai Hak Dang 
4. Chungdong First Methodist Church 5. Statue, Chungdong First Methodist Church

missionary Henry Gerhard Appenzeller, 

w ho  also founded Chungdong First 

M e thod is t Church just dow n the street. 

Chungdong First Methodist Church 

е|д§1 This stately American-style Gothic 
church o f red brick was bu ilt in 1897 and is 
Korea’s oldest existing Protestant church. 

Salvation Army Headquarters Т'анз̂  
Completed in 1928, this massive 
neoclassical structure is hidden away on the 

road tha t passes in fro n t o f the US 
ambassador’s residence.

Seoul Municipal Hall АН ч у у у в  This 

m odernist structure was bu ilt in  1935 as a 

cu ltu ra l hall. A fter L iberation, i t  was home 
to  Korea’s first parliament.

Jungmyeongjeon : Э9  B u ilt in 1900, this 

Russian-designed build ing, now a museum, 
is im portan t as the site fo r the signing o f 
the Protectorate Treaty in 1905, under 
which Korea signed away its foreign po licy 

decision-making to Japan.

Ewha Hak Dang - Founded in  1886 by 
American M ethod ist missionary M a ry  F. 
Scranton, Ewha Hak Dang eventually grew

in to  Ewha M idd le  and H igh Schools and 

Ewha Womans University, one o f the 
w o rld ’s largest women’s universities. Check 
ou t the museum on the grounds.

Former Russian Legation ЗУ-Мокзе 
Follow ing the assassination o f his queen. 
Empress Myeongseong, Emperor Gojong 

fled along w ith  the crow n prince to  the 
Russian Legation, where they stayed fo r a 

fu ll year. M ost o f the old embassy was 
bu rn t down during the Korean W ar; all that 
remains is its central tower.

Chongdong Theater S S3S  Chongdong 

Theater has presented a 90 minute 
trad itiona l performance every day o f the 

year since 1997 in  an e ffo rt to  keep the 
sp irit o f Korean trad itiona l perform ing arts 
alive in modern day. Shows are p rim arily  

geared towards foreign visitors; all 
performances are accompanied by English 
subtitles, and performers are available for 

pictures in the ir trad itiona l garments after 
each performance. Tickets run between
20,000 w on and 40,000 won.

®  02-751 -1500 6 www.mct.or.kr

http://www.mct.or.kr
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mer Russian 
Legation

Stream

S oul Municipal Нг

Girls High School’s 
Simpson Hall ^

Chungdong First 
n Stn. Methodist Church

Palace Wall

Seoul Museum of Art

Nanta Theater A  unique performance
that draws around 300,000 visitors each year, 

“ Nanta" is a nonverbal performance that 

combines traditional Korean samulnori 
rhythms w ith modem music, comedy, martial 
arts and dance, all in the setting o f a kitchen. 

Tickets range from 50,000 won to 60,000 

won, w ith three performances daily. There are 
two more Nanta theaters, in Hongdae and 

Myeong-dong, too ®  02-739-8288 6  http:// 
nanta.i-pmc.co.kr

Deoksugung Palace Wall 4 ^ 3 6 9 2  The

stone w a ll running along the south side o f 

the palace is one o f Seoul’s most favored 

stro lling spots, particu larly in fall.

Dangerous for Your Relationship?
According to a popular saying, if  you stroll along Deoksugung Palace Wall w ith a loved 
one, you’ll split up by the time you reach the end. As for the origins o f this saying, there 
are two popular theories. The first notes that the family court used to be located 
nearby, so couples seeking a divorce would, by necessity, pass by the stone wall. The 
second theory is that the spirits o f female palace servants—who forwent marriage to 
serve the court, often doing the d ifficu lt work court ladies refused to do—still reside in 
the neighborhood.
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C it y  H a ll  A r e a  л1 * а | §  ¥ 5

The C ity  H a ll area, w ith  its m ix tu re  o f o ld Korean charm  and m odern-day 
energy, is a m icrocosm o f the dynam ic contrast between old and new that is 
Korea. Beautiful and in trigu ing at any time day or night, this wonderful district is 
a place where you cou ld spend an entire day wandering around, soaking in 
history while getting a glimpse o f the future.
В  City Hall Station, Line 1 or 2

Seoul City Hall №  & Seoul Plaza мшшгт
C4, P52 Built in 1926 by the Japanese 
colon ia l government, orig ina l Seoul C ity 
H a ll is an imposing, almost menacing gray 

faux-stone build ing. A t the tim e o f the 
w ritin g  o f this book, C ity  H a ll is 

undergoing a m ajor renovation, w ith  the 
o ld  build ing being included in a new, 

massive, state-of-the-art C ity  H a ll complex 
(to be completed in 2012). Seoul Plaza, the 
large oval-shaped lawn in fro n t o f C ity 

H a ll, has been a favorite leisure spot fo r 
Seoul residents since it  opened in 2004. In 

winter, a large ou tdoor ice rink  is set up on 
the plaza.

Bukchang-dong C4, P52 Behind Seoul 
Plaza Hotel and across from  Seoul Plaza is 

the neighborhood o f Bukchang-dong, 

known fo r its v ib ran t nightlife .

Seoul Finance Center & Mugyo-

dong C4, P52 The Seoul Finance 
Center, a new 30-story bu ild ing, is a good 

place to  go fo r in te rnational d ining. The 

first and second flo o r basements are fu ll o f 
eateries serving up food from  a ll corners o f 
the globe, including Thailand, V ietnam, 

India, Japan and China and there’s also a 
deli. But fo r something tru ly  Korean, try  
Mugyo-dong Octopus A lley ° 2 S4'XISS,

Gwanghwamun Square



This is home to  one o f Seoul’s most famous 
dishes, M ugyo-dong stir-fried octopus 
(nakji bokkeum i f  you like spicy

food, this is a very good place to  start. A 
two-person serving w ill run you about

18,000 won. For a b it more, you can enjoy 
live octopus (san nakji £-N*1)— consuming a 
s till-squ irm ing octopus is a d ining 

experience you ’ re un like ly to  forget. 

Cheonggyecheon Plaza S-’iitT.'S C4 , P52 

Cheonggyecheon Plaza marks the head o f 

Cheonggyecheon Stream, one o f  Seoul’s 
newest and most talked-about leisure spots. 
For decades an unsightly elevated highway, 

the urban w aterway was restored and 
opened to the public  in  September 2005. 
The stream runs some 5.8 km and is a 

popular w a lk ing  course w ith  its d istinctive 
bridges and d iversity o f neighborhoods.
The plaza is dom inated by “ Spring,”  a 

20-mcter-high blue-and-red sculpture in the 
shape o f  a marsh snail by American pop 
artists Claes O ldenburg and Coosje van 
Bruggen; adm ittedly, it ’s not fo r everyone. 

There are several ways to  get around

Cheonggyecheon. One, o f course, is to  walk 

it. Another is to  take one o f the special 
double-decker buses— there are five tours a 
day, departing from  in fro n t o f Dongwha 

D uty Free Shop in  Gwanghwam un.

Ilmin Museum of Art Уг!о|£-д C4, P52 Ilm in  

Museum o f A r t served as the headquarters 
o f The D ong-A  Ilbo  newspaper from  1926 

to  1992. It is now  a 3-story contemporary 

a rt museum w ith  a public documentary 

archive. ©  11 am to 7 pm. Closed Mondays 
6S Free @ 02-2020-2055

Kyobo Book Centre C3, P52 Korea’s 
largest book store, this monster shop in  the 
basement o f  the Kyobo Insurance Building 

has Seoul’s largest collection o f foreign 
language books, m aking it  very popular 

w ith  resident foreigners. I t  also houses a 
large stationery store w ith  a w ide selection 

o f  goods. ©  9:30 am to 10 pm ®  1544-1900

у з

W o n g u d a n  A ltar C4

Also near Seoul Plaza is Wongudan 
Altar, one of Seoul’s truly hidden gems. 
Tucked away in the garden of Westin 
Chosun H o te H - , the three- 
story octagonal shrine, built in 1899, 
brings to mind the Temple of Heaven in 
Beijing. Following the proclamation of 
the Daehan Empire in 1897, Emperor 
Gwangmu (formerly King Gojong) would 
visit the altar to pray for a bountiful 
harvest. The Wongudan cuts a dramatic 
figure against a backdrop of skyscrapers 
and electronic signboards.



Bigak Ы1У Сз, р52 Th is monument housed in 
a Korean-style pavilion located just in fron t 
o f the landmark Kyobo Building, was bu ilt 

in 1902 to  celebrate the 40th anniversary o f 
King Gojong taking the throne. 

Gwanghwamun Square B3, P52 In

August 2009, w o rk  was completed on a 
new square in the heart o f the old 
downtow n. Stretching from  

Gwanghwam un Gate to  the Kyobo 
B uilding, Gwanghwam un Square is a 

pedestrian-friendly public space highlighted 
by tw o  imposing statues o f w a r hero 
A dm ira l Y i Sun-sin and K ing  Sejong the 

Great. In  summer, the square’s water 
fountain— lit  up a t n igh t— is a popular 
a ttraction, particu la rly  fo r families.

Sejong Center for the Performing Arts ли$Е$1 

У З  B3, P52 Established in 1978, the Sejong 
Center features a w ide range o f perform ing 
arts, includ ing drama, various musical 

genres and art. For up-to-date in fo rm ation

S e o u l  8 1
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A short walk from Kyobo Book Store in 
the direction of Jonggak Station (Line 1) 
brings you to a large, Korean-style 
belfry. In Joseon times, its bell was rung 
to announce the daily opening and 
closing of Seoul’s city gates. The 
evening and morning bells also marked 
the beginning and end to the nighttime 
curfew enforced in the royal capital. So 
central was this bell to city life that the 
street on which it is located—which 
was, as it is today, one of Seoul’s most 
important roads—was named “ longno" 
or “ Bell Street."
The current pavilion dates from a post- 
Korean War reconstruction. In today’s 
Korea, it is most famous for the bell- 
chiming ceremony held here at 
midnight of New Year’s Eve, when 
crowds gather here to watch Seoul’s 
mayor and other city notables ring in 
the new year.

on current performances in English, check 
ou t the Sejong Center homepage at www. 

sejongpac.or.kr/english @ 02-399-1111 

Seoul Museum of History B3,

P52 Opened in 200 2 , this museum presents 
the history and culture o f Seoul from 

prehistoric times to  the modern age. A 
recently created h igh ligh t is a 1:1 ,500  scale 
model o f the entire city. ©  W eekdays 9 am 
to 9 pm ; w eekends & holidays 9 am to  7 pm 
(M ar-O ct), 9 am  to  6 pm  (N ov-F eb) ф  Free 
@  02-724-0274 6 h ttp ://m useum .seou l.kr

http://museum.seoul.kr
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M y e o n g - d o n g

Myeong-dong is, above all else, a shopping district, and most o f the people who 
visit do so either to  drop money or watch other people drop money. As one o f the 
c ity ’s chief fashion centers and a popular nightlife spot, Myeong-dong tends to 
attract a younger crowd (and a significant number o f Japanese tourists). Stores are 
in the m id to  high price range, w ith  a large number o f m ajor international brand 
outlets as we ll. There are also the department stores, includ ing the landmark 
Shinsegae and flagship branch o f Lotte, as well as fashion emporium, M igliore.

Myeong-dong has a single “ main drag,”  so to  speak, where you’ll find many of 
the high-end brand-name shops. The alleyways, meanwhile, are where you 'll find 
mid-range and cheaper brands. Several o f the department stores are located just 

outside the main area.

Hictnrv Myeong-dong began its life as a quiet residential village in the Joseon era.
'  With the coming o f the Japanese in the early 20th century, however, the

neighborhood was transformed into the colonialists’ primary commercial hub. It was at 
this time that much o f the neighborhood’s historic buildings were constructed, and 
Myeong-dong became one o f Seoul’s treasure troves of colonial-era architecture.

The Korean War left much of Myeong-dong in ruins. When it was rebuilt in the late



1. Bank of Korea Museum 2. Shinsegae Department Store
3. Myeong-dong Theater 4. Myeong-dong street scene

1950s, many bookshops and tea houses opened up in the area, in large part thanks to the 
presence of the National Theater, which attracted Seoul’s artistic and cultural elite. The 
National Theater would eventually move, and Myeong-dong's reign as Seoul’s cultural 
heart passed, but soon enough, upper-end shops began moving into the area, and with 
them Seoul’s fashion mecca was born. Today, Myeong-dong is one of Seoul’s main 
commercial and financial hubs, home to many large banks and brokerage companies, 
business headquarters and, o f course, shops, eateries and drinking establishments.
IS The M yeong-dong area can be reached v ia  M yeong-dong Station, L ine  4 o r E u ljiro  1(il)-ga 
S tation, Line 2.

Bank of Korea Museum C4
Located at M yeong-dong Intersection, this 

castle-like neo-Renaissance bu ild ing, 
completed in  1912, firs t served as the 

headquarters o f the Bank o f  Choson, the 
central bank o f Japan’s Korean colony, and 
is now  a museum to  Korean banking 

history. ©  10 am to  5 pm. C losed M ondays 

@02-759-4881

Korea First Bank «lifSIS C4 O rig ina lly  the 
Choson Savings Bank, this imposing 
neoclassical office across from  the Bank o f 

Korea B uild ing was completed in  1933.

Shinsegae Department Store C4
Formerly the M itsukoshi Departm ent Store

and completed in 1930, the Shinsegae 

Department Store next to  Korea First Bank 
is the last o f Seoul’s co lon ia l era department 
stores. Seoul’s oldest department store 

comprises a h isto ric “ old store”  and a 
large, new ly bu ilt “ new store”  next door.
©  10:30 am to 8 pm ®  1588-1234 

Former National Theater of Korea E2

The Baroque-style form er N ationa l Theater 
o f Korea was b u ilt in 1934 as a movie 

theater; after L iberation, i t  was used as the 
N ationa l Theater and is now  Myeong-dong 
Theater, a state-of-the-art perform ing arts 
and culture center.
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1. Myeong-dong Cathedral 2. Interior, Myeong-dong Cathedral 3. A Chinese restaurant in Myeong-dong

Myeong-dong Cathedral S S tiy  G3 Designed 
by French missionary priests and bu ilt by 

Chinese masons, M yeong-dong Cathedral 
was completed in 1898. I t  is a G othic 

masterpiece, b u ilt o f locally produced red 
and black brick and featuring a high 
vaulted ceiling. There’s a cryp t chapel, too, 

conta in ing the relics o f several martyrs. In 
add ition  to  being a house o f worsh ip, the 

cathedral has played a m ajor role in  Korea’s 
po litica l and social history. In the 1980s, 
when Korea was ruled by a m ilita ry  
d icta torsh ip , pro-democracy demonstrators 

took refuge in  the church, which the police 
were re luctant to  storm. ©  English masses 
are held at 9 am on Sundays. @ 02-774- 
1784

Myeong-dong Chinatown *К>1Ч У ё  D3 The
closest th ing  Seoul has to a true C hinatown 
is located just behind the massive Korea 
Post Tower, near the o ld  Chinese Embassy 

and the century-old Hansung Chinese

Elementary School. Basically, i t  consists o f 

tw o  alleys o f Chinese restaurants and 
bookshops. I f  you ’ re in the m ood for 
Chinese mooncakes, there’s a bakery here 

selling them.

Myeong-dong Migliore asuaisai ^  This 
departm ent store at the entrance to  

M yeong-dong’s main drag contains about
1,000 shops specializing in  c lo th ing and 
accessories. ©  11 am to 11:30 pm. Closed 
Mondays © 02-2124-0001

Lotte Department Store D2 The
M yeong-dong branch o f the Korean- 
Japanese shopping giant. I f  you ’re going 
really upscale, check ou t Lotte Avenuel next 

door. ©  10:30 am to 8 pm ©  02-771-2500 

Lotte Young Plaza D3 This

departm ent store, which specializes in 
ladies’ apparel, caters to  younger women.
©  11:30 am to 9:30 pm ©  02-771-2500
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Lotte Young Plaza and Lotte Avenuel

• Myeong-dong Donkkaseu SSh v\i~ e2 A
well-known specialist in the fine art of 
Japanese-style pork cutlets. (02-776-5300)

• Ttaro-jip Sogogi-Gukbap ■ ‘у 
Gukbap, literally “ soup rice,”  is a bowl office 
served with a beef-broth soup, usually 
served with clots of beef blood (actually, 
quite yummy). In winter, this is a perfect 
tummy-warmer. (02-776-2455)

• Potala Restaurant е§#У f 2 Run by a 
10-year Tibetan resident of Korea, this 
restaurant near Myeong-dong Cathedral 
does wonderful Tibetan and Nepali food and 
drink, including a variety of Tibetan 
dumplings, Tibetan butter tea and Tibetan 
booze. (070-8112-8848)

• Chungmu Gimbap F3 Cheap-but- 
filling Chungmu gimbap (small rice and 
seaweed rolls served with sliced spicy squid) 
and tteokbokki (spicy ricecakes). (02-755-8488)

• Myeong-dong Gyoja F3 A Myeong- 
dong institution that has been serving up

great food since 1969. Specializes in 
kalguksu or handmade, knife-cut noodles 
and mandu, Korean-style dumplings. (02- 
776-5348)

• Din Tai Fung а вд в  D3 The Myeong-dong 
branch of the famous Taiwanese dumpling 
chain. (02-771-2778)

• Woo Rae Oak A3, рюб This 50-year- 
old establishment near Euljiro 4-ga (not far 
from Myeong-dong) has a reputation for two 
things: being pricey and serving very, very 
good food. It’s most famous for its 
Pyongyang-style naengmyeon (cold wheat 
noodles), which are said to rival those of 
Pyongyang itself, but its meat dishes are 
absolutely heavenly. If you’re willing to part 
with a bit of cash, you won’t be 
disappointed. (02-2265-0151)

• Baekje Samgyetang "'"УЧУ E3 This 
Myeong-dong eatery has been around for 
about 40 years, and specializes in 
samgyetang (Korean ginseng chicken soup), 
a summertime favorite. (02-776-2851)
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M t . N a m s a n  У -У

A t 265 m high, nobody w ill ever confuse M t. Namsan w ith  K2. That said, Seoul’s 
“ South M ounta in ,”  w ith  the landmark N  Seoul Tower crowning its peak, makes 
fo r a wonderful urban hike that provides some o f the best views in Seoul. M t. 
Namsan was regarded as Seoul’s southern “ protective sp irit.”  It also marked the 
southern lim it o f the old royal capital o f Seoul— sections o f the old fortress wa ll can 
still be found along its slopes. There are a ton o f ways up this m ountain. Easy 
paths s ta rt from  Dongdaem un, M yeong-dong, Itaew on and elsewhere. The 
N ationa l Theater o f Korea (see p !0 8 ) on the north  side o f the m ountain and 
H ya tt Hote l on the southern side are good places to  start. G etting there to  N  
Seoul Tower and the summit takes about 30 minutes.

N Seoul Tower NAi#Em
One o f Seoul’s most recognizable landmarks, 

N  Seoul Tower— orig ina lly  named Namsan 
Tower o r Seoul Tower— was bu ilt in 1969 as 
a com munication tow er and opened to  the 

p u b lic  as a p a rk  in  1980. In 2 0 0 5 , the 
tower’s new owners— the CJ Corporation—  

gave the tower a major face lift, renovating 
the fac ilitie s  and m a k in g  it  a m uch nicer 

place to  v isit, especially w ith  a date. There 
are several restaurants, including the upscale 
N  G r ill,  a revo lv ing  restaurant w ith  k ille r  
views, and the stationary Korean restaurant 

H ancock, which has just as nice views w ith  a

much more affordable menu. There’s also an 
observation deck and one o f the most jaw- 

dropping restrooms you're likely to  ever use.

©  10 am to 11 pm ^  9,000 won 
(2) 02-3455-9277 И The tower sits atop a 
262 m-high mountain—how you climb it is up 
to you. There are regular buses to the tower 
that depart from near Exit 2 of Chungmuro 
Station, Line 3 or 4 between 8 am and 
midnight. There’s also a cable car—the lower 
terminal is a 10-minute walk from Myeong- 
dong Station, Line 4, Exit 3. A round-trip 
ticket is 7,500 won, while a one-way ticket is
6,000 won. You could also hike it—it’s not 
particularly strenuous, and will take you 
about 40 minutes to get to the top.

View of Seoul from plaza of N Seoul Tower
■ ■



N Seoul Tower (left), Namsangol Hanok Village

Namsan Botanical Gardens Located

on the southern side o f the m ounta in just 

beside the H ya tt H o te l, this area o f w alk ing 
paths, trees and flowers is a pleasant 
enough place to have an evening stro ll.

Patriot Ahn Choong-gun Memorial Hall
У85ЭД7|И£| 7 h js memorial located near 
Namsan Public L ib ra ry  i$ dedicated

to  Korean freedom fighter Ahn Choong- 
gun, w ho assassinated form er Japanese 

prim e m inister and resident-general o f 
Korea Ito  H irob um i in 1909.

Namsangol Hanok Village
In a small valley on the northern slope o f 

M t. Namsan is Namsangol H anok Village, 
a w onderfu l co llec tion  o f h is to ric  Korean 
homes th a t were m oved to  the spo t and 

lo v in g ly  restored. The homes, o f  various 
social classes, were restored and adorned 

w ith  c lass-appropria te furn ish ings to  give 
visitors a sense o f  Joseon-era lifestyles.

The v illa g e  hosts  va r io u s  events and 
programs to  give vis itors a taste o f Korean 

tra d itiona l cu ltu re , inc lud ing a rt and cra ft 
c la s s e s . O n  th e  C h u s e o k  a n d  S eo l

(T h a n k s g iv in g  an d  L u n a r  N e w  Y ear) 

holidays, the place is overrun w ith  visitors. 
Those w ith  an interest in Korean traditiona l 
m us ic  w i l l  w a n t to  check o u t N am san 
Gugakdang У У З Д 9.

©  9 am to 9 pm (Apr-Oct), 9 am to 8 pm 
(Nov-March). Closed Tuesdays &  Free 
®  02-2264-4412 g) Chungmuro Subway 
Station, Line 3 or 4, Exit 3 or 4

Korea House У Just in  fro n t o f 
Namsangol H anok Village is Korea House, 

one o f Korea’s most famous Korean 

restaurants. M odeled after one o f  the halls 
o f Gyeongbokgung Palace, the beautiful 
hanok eatery is more than a restaurant— it ’s 

a cu ltu ra l experience. Lunch and dinner is 
served, w ith  the house specialty being 

hanjeongsik (Korean banquet cuisine, see 
p685). Folk performances are staged in  the 
evenings as well. The venue is also 
frequently used to  host Korean-style 
weddings.

©  Noon to 2 pm (lunch), 5:30 to 7 pm (dinner 
I), 7 to 8 pm (performance), 7:20 to 8:50 pm 
(dinner 2), 8:50 to 9:50 pm (performance)
®  02-2266-9101 -3  8  Chungmuro Subway 
Station, Line 3 or 4, Exit 3 or 4 6  www. 
koreahouse.or.kr
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N a m d a e m u n  A r e a

The Namdaemun area, so named fo r Namdaemun Gate, is the home o f Seoul’s 
most famous outdoor market, Namdaemun M arket. This co lo rfu l market, spread 
out over several blocks, attracts visitors from  far and wide w ith  its energy, great 
deals and exotic charm. Traders flock to it  to  buy goods wholesale fo r resale in 
their home cities and nations. Also in the Namdaemun area are several sites of 
historic interest, including Sungnyemun Gate (now under reconstruction after a 
2008 fire), Seoul Station and Yakhyeon Catholic Church.
@ Namdaemun Market is best approached via Hoehyeon Station, Line 4 . Seoul Station and 
Yakhyeon Catholic Church, meanwhile, are reached via City Hall Station, Line 1 & 2.

Namdaemun Market
N am d aem un  M a rk e t has a h is to ry  th a t 
goes back 500 years to  the s ta rt o f  the 
Joseon era, w hen m erchants set up shop 

just outside the c ity  walls near the current 
location o f the m arket. Today’s incarnation 

d a te s  f r o m  1 9 2 2  a n d  is , a lo n g  w i th  
Dongdaem un M a rke t, one o f  Seoul’s tw o  

largest markets.

The market has over 10,000 shops, both 

la rg e  a n d  s m a ll.  I t ’s m o s t k n o w n  fo r  
c lo th in g , a g r ic u ltu ra l go ods , eve ryday  

goods, fo o d s tu ffs  and m ed ica l supplies, 
although these are bu t a few o f the things 
that can be found. Foreign tourists find the 

ginseng products, seaweed and curios to  be 

o f  particu lar interest, but even i f  you ’ re not 
b u y in g  a n y th in g , i t ’s g rea t ju s t to  s tro ll

Culture Station Seoul 284 (formerly Seoul Station), one of Seoul's most impressive colonial-era buildings



around and take in the market atmosphere, 

w ith  ven do rs  h a w k in g  th e ir  w ares and 
custom ers engaging in  serious hagg ling . 

Y ou m ig h t a lso w a n t to  check o u t the 
so-called dokkaebi m a rke t £"Нь|-МЙ, fille d  

w ith  o ff-m arke t goods.

Layout and Hours
Namdaemun M a rke t is a pretty spraw ling 

place ringed  by e ig h t en try  gates. As in 
many Korean shopping districts, shops tend 

to  congregate by k in d , so c lo th in g  shops 
w ill be gathered in one spot, eyeglass shops 
in  another, fabric shops in  another, and so 

on. Be sure to  consult the map on p92.
The m arket is open both day and night. 

Shop hours d iffe r from  place to  place, but 
th e  t h in g  to  re m e m b e r  is  t h a t  th e  
w ho lesa le rs  op era te  p r im a r i ly  a t n ig h t. 

Sunday is probably not the best day to  go, 
but many shops are open nonetheless.

Sungnyemun Imported Goods Arcade
tiSW Located near Gate 1, this underground 

shopping arcade is chock-fu ll o f imported

Namdaemun Market scenes

Haggling

Unlike in the big department stores and 
brand-name shops of Myeong-dong, 
haggling and bargaining is a perfectly 
accepted means of doing business in 
Namdaemun. In fact, it’s encouraged, 
but don’t expect deep price cutting, 
either.

Check the Quality!
Namdaemun sells a lot of low-cost stuff, 
which is nice, but you need to check the 
quality first, lest you spend your hard- 
earned won on near junk.

Galchi Jorim

In the bowels of Namdaemun Market is 
an alley of restaurants specializing in 
galchi jorim, a cheap, spicy stew of 
boiled hairtail fish and radish. It’s a 
local specialty, and particularly nice 
with a bowl of milky Korean rice wine or 
makgeolli. The most popular restaurant 
for this dish is Hee-rak (02-755-3449).
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Bank of Korea Museum

Namdaemun Underground Shopping Arcade

Alley

5- GAT?2 gates
j g - e ,  Namdaemun Eyeglass ^jangguk

Sungnyemun Camera Market Shops
I Namdaemun) *

Gale n  GATE I
< .........
Cine-Caf6/ •
Yakhyeon Sungnyemun 
Catholic Imported Goods .# Daedo General
Church Arcade г Ж ' П9

Bon-dong Center 
Л  Arcade

gates Dokkaebi Market

Jayu Market <

^  Jungang Arcade

I  Веаа‘П°*иР01, '

Ф

K a m u ®  
Alley 

Yeongchang 
^  Accessory ^

A c /  МаГке' G ^ S *

У

у

Quee*PlazaGATE 4

»Samik 
Fashion 
Town

Mesa
Shinsegae
Department
Store

Shinsegae 
Department'  
Store

Hoehyeon 
Underground 
Shopping Arcade

Poki Children's Clothing Center, 
Mama’s Clothing Center

goods like cloth ing, food and electronics. 

Jungang Arcade §^= '71 C lo th ing, cosmetics, 
electronics, d ry  goods, fo lk  crafts and 

handicrafts, mostly sold wholesale. Th is is 
also a great place to  pick up kitchenware 

and Korean trad itiona l cloth ing.

Daedo General Shopping Center ч&ал 
Kitchenware, decorative goods, men’s 

accessories like Z ip p o  lighters, and more. 

Samik Fashion Town A  combina

tion  market/department store fo r fashion. 

Mesa >:|xi A shopping mall fo r men’s and 

women’s fashions. ®  02-2128-5000 

Dokkaebi Market Underneath the

Namdaemun m arket is another shopping 
area w ith  a ton o f goods, including 

im ported foods and liquors. The entrance is 
near Namdaemun Gate.

Namdaemun Camera Market 
A long the edge o f the m arket nearest 
Namdaemun Gate is a collection o f camera 
shops. This is the best place in Seoul to  pick 
up camera equipment, includ ing used 

supplies.

Eyeglasses Namdaemun area is famous fo r 

its large number o f  eyeglass shops that 

produce high-quality and fashionable 
eyewear fo r much less than you ’d probably 

pay at home. I f  you ’ve been looking to  buy 
new glasses o r contacts, this is the place to 
do it  and usually produce your prescription 

specs (eye exam included) w ith in  an hour 
o r tw o . See the map fo r location.

Jikon



Culture Station Seoul 284 (left), Sungnyemun Gate

Seoul Station
Seoul Station is one o f the w o rld ’s busiest 

t ra in  s ta t io n s . T h is  is w here  you catch 

tra ins— includ ing  the high-speed K T X — to 
D a e je o n ,  D a e g u , B u sa n  a n d  o th e r  

destinations south and east o f Seoul. The 
s ta t io n  a ls o  co m e s  e q u ip p e d  w i th  a 
g le a m in g  s h o p p in g  center. P r io r  to  the 

c o m p le t io n  o f  the  new  steel and glass 
station, the c ity  was served by the old Seoul 

S ta tion  the p re tty , Renaissance-
style brick build ing next to the new station. 
B u ilt in 1925, the o ld  station has now been

renovated as an art gallery and culture space 
named Culture Station Seoul 284.

Sungnyemun Gate
Prior to  a fire in February 2008, Sungnyemun 

Gate— or Namdaemun (Great South Gate)—  
was the oldest building in Seoul and one of 

the c ity ’s most recognizable landmarks. The 

tra g ic  f ire — an in com pre hen s ib le  act o f 

a r s o n — d e s tro y e d  the  g a te ’s w o o d e n  
superstructure and left a nation in tears. Now- 
undergoing reconstruction, the gate w ill be 

restored to its previous glory by 2013.

Do k k a e b i? Do k k a e b i M a r k e t ?

The dokkaebi is one of the most popular o f Korean cultural motifs, found in 
countless myths, folk paintings and temple murals. A Korean goblin or tro ll, the 
dokkaebi, is the transformed spirit o f inanimate objects—often, discarded home 
objects like brooms and fireplace pokers. Something o f a lovable, if  mischievous, 
rogue, the dokkaebi enjoys playing tricks on the wicked and rewarding the virtuous. 
They’re also keen to challenge wayward travelers to roadside matches o f Korean 
wrestling or ssireum, for right of passage. They tend to live in caves, abandoned 
homes, old trees and deep valleys, and come out at night. Interestingly enough, 
dokkaebi traditionally have only one leg.

In lore, the dokkaebi usually carries a large club—he can use this club to grant you 
any object you wish. Be warned, however: whatever you receive has been stolen 
from someone else, as the club can summon only objects that currently exist.

Dokkaebi Markets, on the other hand, are open air flea markets—they usually 
specialize in used goods, although smuggled goods (often from US m ilitary bases) 
can frequently be found, too. People w ill offer varying explanations o f the market’s 
name, but in fact, it ’s a mispronunciation o f the correct name for such markets— 
do tteg i market, which means “ market where you can get anything.”
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S e o n g b u k - d o n g

Seongbuk-dong is a relaxing neighborhood o f Korean gardens and historic homes. 
As an added bonus, if  you’re visiting in M ay o r October, it ’s also home to one of 
Korea’s best museums, the Gansong Museum o f A rt. M ost o f the prim ary sites are 
w ith in  easy w a lk in g  distance o f  one another, a lthough  Samcheonggak and 
Gilsangsa Temple are a bit ou t o f the way and may require a cab ride.
Я The nearest subway access to the Seongbuk-dong sites is Exit 6 of Hansung University 
Station, Line 4. From there, you can either start walking (about 15 minutes), catch a cab or take 
bus No. 1111 or 2112 to Hongik Middle and High School which is near the Choi
Sunu House.

Seongnagwon Garden SWe C3 here tha t Y i Gang died in  1955. This
Seongnagwon Garden was o rig ina lly  a v illa  hidden gem is one o f the finest Korean 

used by Sim Sang-eung, a h igh-ranking gardens in  the city. (Note: The garden is
offic ia l under K ing Cheoljong (r. 1849- closed fo r renovation as o f this w riting .)
1863). Later, i t  was used as a detached ©  Closed Sundays Я  Getting here is a bit
palace by Y i Gang (Prince Im peria l Ui), the ,ri<*y. The easiest way is to take a taxi from 

, Exit 6 of Hansung University Station, Line 4.
f if th  son o f K ing Goiong. In  tact, i t  was

6 , 6  © 02-920-3412

Suyeon Sanbang teahouse



1. Seongnagwon Garden 2. Samcheonggak 3. Gate, Gilsangsa Temple 
4. Lotus lanterns, Gilsangsa Temple 5. Samcheonggak

Choi Sunu House $1£°“ 'У Сз N o t fa r from  
Seongnagwon is the form er home o f the 
late C hoi Sunu, a renowned Korean art 
h isto rian and d irector general o f the 

N a tiona l Museum o f Korea. The home, 
w hich was bu ilt in the 1930s, is a perfect 
example o f the adaptation o f hanok 
architecture to  20th  century living.
©  10 am to 4 pm (Open only Apr-Nov). 
Ticketing closes at 3:30 pm. Closed Mondays 
& Sundays S  Free ® Just a short walk from 
Seongnagwon Garden ©  02-3675-3401

Samcheonggak A i H idden in  the hills 
overlooking Samcheong-dong is 
Samcheonggak, a beautifu l Korean garden/ 

cu ltu ra l center b u ilt in itia lly  as a venue fo r 
the inter-Korean Red Cross talks o f 1972. 

T h roughou t the 70s, it  was one o f Seoul’s 
three m ost famous restaurants, and served 
as an exclusive entertainment venue fo r 
h igh-ranking offic ia ls and politicians, who 

came to  w ine, dine and be merry w ith  
comely female entertainers know n as 
gisaeng (sim ilar to  Japanese geisha).

Located at the site is a pricey Korean 
restaurant and tea house. For visitors, it

offers beautifu l views o f the surrounding 

mountains. When you’re at Samcheonggak, 
sit on the ou tdoor terrace and order a cup 

o f coffee o r tea— the views o f the city and 
mountainsides are w o rth  it.
©  Open 24 hrs S  Free g  Take a 10 minute 
taxi ride from Gwanghwamun Station, Line 5 
or Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3.
©  02-765-3700 6 www.samcheonggak.or.kr

Gilsangsa Temple S-M-M q2 Gilsangsa Temple 
is an oasis o f Zen tra n q u ility  in  the heart o f 

the city. I t  regards itself as surrounded by, 
but no t a pa rt o f, the secular w o rld , and 
visitors are like ly  to  agree. The site where 
the temple now  sits was o rig ina lly  the 

Daewongak, an elite restaurant and gisaeng 
house remotely located in  the hills 
overlooking Seoul, fa r from  prying eyes. In 
1987, however, the owner o f the 
restaurant— a form er gisaeng herself, then 

residing in  Los Angeles— donated it  and its 
considerable real estate to  a famous 
Buddhist m onk so tha t it  m ight be 

converted in to  a Buddhist temple, which it 
du ly  was. M uch o f the temple is spread 
throughout a densely forested mountain

http://www.samcheonggak.or.kr
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valley that is beautiful every season o f the 
year. Its remote location makes it  an ideal 

place fo r the practice o f Zen— the temple’s 
meditation hall, the House o f Silence, is open 

every day from 10 am to  5 pm. The temple 
also has a teahouse and benches where you 

can take a break from  the weary world.
^  Free ® Buses for Gilsangsa depart from 
Dongwon Mart sswe some 30 m past the 
Bus No. 1111 stop near Exit 6 of Hansung 
Univ. Station, Line 4 . Buses leave at 8:30, 
9:20, 9:40, 10 am, noon, 1, 3 and 4:30 pm.
®  02-3672-5945-6 6  www.kilsangsa.or.kr

Simujang = B2 This simple hanok home 

was the residence o f Buddhist m onk, poet 

and independence activist “ M anhae”  o f 
Han Yong-un. B u ilt in 1933, it  is quite 

unique in that, un like most hanok which 
face south, this one faces no rth . The reason 

fo r this is simple, actually— Han d id  not 
w ant his house to  face the Government- 

General bu ild ing, the nerve center o f the 

Japanese colon ia l adm inistra tion.

Suyeon Sanbang C2 A wonderfu lly 

atmospheric teahouse, Suyeon Sanbang is 
tru ly  a hidden gem. B u ilt in  the 1930s, this

G is a e n g : S p e a k in g  Flo w er s

Perhaps no figure from Korea’s past has been so romanticized as the gisaeng, the 
female courtesans of the Joseon era. Somewhat similar to the more famous geisha 
tradition of Japan, these remarkable women entertained wealthy and powerful 
men —in order to do this, they were trained in such arts as dance, music and 
poetry. Among the most educated and cultured women of the ir age, some even 
became noted poets and artists in their own right. They were also called 
haeeohwa, which means “ flowers that can understand words."

Usually coming from humble families, aristocratic families fallen on hard times or 
born to gisaeng themselves, gisaeng often began their training at special 
schools—called gyobang—before the age o f ю . Their careers tended to  be s h o r t-  
few gisaeng managed to  continue their careers past their early 20s, and all 
were required by law to retire by age 50. If a gisaeng was lucky, she could 
become the concubine o f a wealthy man; if  not, she often found herself 
at work or even owning a drinking establishment o f her own. Not all 
gisaeng entertained, per se—some were dressmakers, while others 
specialized in traditional medicine.

The gisaeng system continued throughout the Joseon period 
and into the Japanese colonial era, w ith training centers in 
Seoul and Pyongyang growing particularly famous. During 
Korea’s post-independence development and modernization 
drive, however, many aspects of Korean traditional culture 
disappeared as social customs and norms changed.
Today, the gisaeng  exists only in TV dramas and silver 
screen historical epics, a romantic symbol o f Korea’s 
past.

http://www.kilsangsa.or.kr


Suyeon Sanbang teahouse

hanok was the home o f Korean novelist Lee 
Tae-jun. H is  granddaughter converted his 

home in to  a Korean trad itiona l teahouse, 

and so it  remains. The teahouse has a large 

garden where, season and weather 

perm itting, you can sit and enjoy your tea 
amidst natura l splendor. ©  11:30 am to 10 
pm (©02-764-1736 

Gansong Museum of Art Сз
Gansong Museum o f  A rt is probably the 
best museum in Korea you ’ve never heard 

of. The coun try ’s firs t private a rt museum, 
it  was created in 1938 from  the personal 

collection o f Jeon H yeong-p il, a wealthy 
Korean a rt co llector w ho  worked tirelessly 
to  protect Korea’s a rtistic heritage at a time 

when countless w orks  o f a rt were being 
v irtu a lly  plundered by Japanese collectors. 
The collection, housed in  a stately bu ild ing 

from  the late 30s, includes 12 national 
treasures and 10 other national cultural 
properties. The on ly  drawback to the 

museum is tha t i t  holds m onth-long

• Ssangdari Sikdang УЦУ'УУ B3 Rice, grilled 
pork, side dishes—what more do you need? 
They also do a good budaejjigae “ ^ирн 
(“Army Base Stew," a stew of kimchi, 
ramyeon noodles, sausages, baked beans 
and etc). Incredibly popular. (02-743-0325)

• Song’s Kitchen B3 Run by a 
proprietor who is both a food stylist and an 
interior designer, this quaint restaurant is 
nothing if not picturesque. The “ vintage" 
atmosphere is helped by all the antiques on 
display. Menu highlights include seafood and

Lo o k in g  f o r  G if t  I d e a s ?

just across from Gilsangsa is Hyojae, a 
shop run by Lee Hyojae, hanbok 
(Korean clothing) and Korean fabric 
designer. In addition to clothing, you’ll 
find bojagi y *i7l (Korean wrapping 
cloths), tea mats, cushions, table 
clothes and a wide variety of other 
goods designed by Lee herself. Give it a 
look. (02-720-5393)

exhib its just tw ice a year, in the months o f 
M ay and also October.

©  10 am to 6 pm (Open only May & October) 
&  Free ©  02-762-0442

cheese tteokbokki (spicy pan-fried
rice cakes) and good pizza. (02-747-1713)

• Seongbuk-dong Dwaeji Galbi-jip -SSSsh* i?j 
“ is  B3 One of the oldest restaurants in the 
area, this place specializes in grilled pork, 
served with rice and consumed in leaves of 
cabbage. (02-764-2420)

• Geumwang Donkkaseu 5S ^ 71— B2 This 
place does a roaring trade in breaded pork 
cutlets served Korean-style, which is to say, 
big and fat. Hours: 9:30 am to 10 pm. (02- 
763-9366)
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BUAM-DONG

I f  Seongbuk-dong is tranq u il, nearby Buam-dong is even more so. Relatively 
untouched by developers, this lovely piece o f urban undevelopment is regarded as 
a little  slice o f the countryside in the big city. This is no joke— if  you d idn ’t know 
better, you’d have no idea you were in Seoul. The peaceful, rura l atmosphere of 
the neighborhood lends itself to  cafes and galleries, and these you w ill find in 
abundance. Sections o f Seoul’s o ld c ity  walls can be found intact— these offer fine 
views o f the surrounding mountains, g  Take Bus No. 1020, 7022 or 7018 from Exit 3 of 
Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3 and get off at Buam-dong Office.

Changuimun Gate A t the entrance to 
Buam-dong is Changuimun Gate, also 
known today as Jahamun Gate (the 

“ V io le t M is t Gate” ), one o f several lesser 
gates that controlled access to  the royal 

capital.

Fortress Walls Snaking up and down 
Seoul’s surrounding mountains is a series o f 
ancient fortress walls, which fo r centuries 

had protected the capital from  enemies 
both foreign and domestic. Construction 

began in  1396 and the walls were b u ilt by

some 200,000 laborers in  just one year, an 
impressive piece o f engineering considering 

the ruggedness o f  the terra in. See p !0 3  fo r 

more info rm ation.

Whanki Museum £ 7IDI6 S Th is museum 
contains over 1,000 w orks by the abstract 
artist K im  W hanki, housed in a stunning 

museum that incorporates the natural 
elements found in K im ’s w o rk . ©  10 am to 
6 pm. Closed Mondays S  7,000 won В  Take 
green Bus No. 7022, 1020 or 0212 from Exit 3 
of Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3 .®  02-391- 
7701-2

Gallery Curiosity, Buam-dong. "Life is Suddenly" was written by movie director Lee Joon Ik.
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W hanki M useum
G ana A rt Center

S anm otung ie
S eokparang

Jaham un Tunnel

Fortress W alls

Changuim un G ate 
U a h a m u n  G ate)G allery  C urios ity  •

G yeongbukgung PalaceA nn ’s  Nam u Cafe •

Seokparang In  addition to  being one 
o f  Seoul’s most luxurious Korean 
restaurants, Seokparang is also a cu ltu ra l 
property in  and o f itself. Parts o f the 

150-year-old Korean mansion orig ina lly 
belonged to  a v illa  owned by Heungseon 

Daewongun, the prince regent o f Korea 
w ho  was a major figure in the late Joseon 
era. The restaurant specializes in Korean 

palace cuisine— meals come w ith  rice, soup 
and a dizzying array o f  side dishes. Fine 
d in ing  doesn’t  come cheap, however— set- 

menu prices vary from  45,000 to  100,000 
w on per person. ©  Noon to 3  pm (lunch); 6

to 10 pm (dinner) ® Leave Exit 3 of 
Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3 and take 
green Bus No. 0212. 1020, 1711, 7018, 7022 
to Sangmyung University а звд л  0  02-395- 
2500 6 www.seokparang.co.kr 

Gana Art Center -iMom-siEi W ith  the largest 

floo r space in the country, this beautiful 
gallery— designed by noted architect Jean- 

M iche l W ilm otte— is not on ly  a great place 
to  take in  modern a rt but also a wonderfu l 
place to  relax, w ith  an especially pleasant 

ou tdoor sculpture garden. ©  10 am to 7 pm 
4  3,000 won H Take Bus No. 1020 or 1711 
from Exit 3, Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3 
(£) 02-720-1020 6 www.ganaart.com

Changuimun Gate (left), Courtyard of Seokparang

http://www.seokparang.co.kr
http://www.ganaart.com


S e o u l  1 0 1

•  Jaha Sonmandu With great views 
of the surrounding mountains, this 
restaurant specializes in handmade mandu 
or dumplings. Manduguk № : (dumpling 
soup) and tteok manduguk
(dumpling soup with rice cakes) are popular, 
but if you’re looking for something even 
more filling, try the kimchi mandu jeongol 

a bubbling stew of kimchi 
dumplings. (02-379-2648)

•  Art for Life ш е у о в  Part gallery, part 
concert hall, part Italian restaurant, this 
place—run by a couple who were musicians 
with the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra—is 
located in a beautifully renovated hanok. 
Hours: 11:30 am to 10 pm, (breaktime: 3 to 5 
pm weekdays, 3 to 4 pm weekends). Closed 
Mondays. (02-3217-9364)

•  Ssarijip “tsiti Located not in Buam-dong 
itself but nearby Gugi-dong this is one 
of Seoul’s best places to try bosintang у-УУ 
or dogmeat soup. Located in a Korean-style 
hanok with a wonderful courtyard, the 
restaurant is packed in the summer, but is 
still a relaxing place to have a meal. A bowl 
of bosintang will cost you 15,000 won; a 
heavier stew or jeongol 5®, is worth the
28,000 won. Hours: 11:30 am to 9:30 pm. 
(02-379-9911)

•  Club Espresso Outstanding 
fresh-brewed coffee in a pleasant 
atmosphere. Hours: 9 am to 11 pm. (02-764- 
8719)

1. Jaha Sonmandu 2. Art for Life 3. Ssarijip 4. Coffee house, Buam-dong
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B u k h a n s a n  N a t io n a l  P a r k

Guarding Seoul to  the no rth  are several mountains tha t make up Bukhansan 
N ational Park, a ridge o f several magnificent rocky peaks, including Baegundae 
Peak, which at 836 m is Seoul’s highest point. This rugged area provides some o f 
Seoul’s best (and most challenging) h ik ing , as we ll as some o f the best rock- 

climbing in Korea.
Guarding the northern passes in to  Seoul, Bukhansan has long been o f strategic 

significance. D u ring  the Joseon era, the m ounta in  was ringed by impressive 
fortifications that stand to this day. Due to  its th ick forests and scenic beauty, the 
mountain is home to  several Buddhist temples, including Hwagyesa Temple, a 
major Zen center famous fo r its large contingent o f foreign monks.
0  Doseonsa Course: Take subway line 4 to Suyu Station. From there, take Buses No. 2,120 
or 153 to its final destination. Jeongneung Course: Take Buses No. 171, 1114, 1213 or 7211 
from Gireum Station, Line 4. Get off at Bongguksa Temple вз-м. Hwagyesa Temple: Take small 
Bus No. 2 from Exit 5 of Suyu Station, Line 4. Get off at Hanshin University and walk up
the path to the temple.

Seoul seen from Bukhansan National Park
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Hiking
T h e  area o f  B ukha nsan  N a t io n a l Park 

spans several dozen square kilom eters, so 
n o t s u rp r is in g ly , the re  are a num ber o f 

paths up the m ountain. The direct path to 

the peak can take as litt le  as tw o  hours (be 
warned— it ’s a strenuous tw o  hours), while 

more scenic routes can take up to  fou r or 

five. The most popular— and the shortest—  

route takes you from  Doseonsa Temple 
to  th e  Y o n g a m m u n  G a te  SSiS o f  

Bukhansan Fortress. From there, i t ’s a slog 
a lo n g  the  r id g e lin e  u n t i l  you reach the 

granite peak o f Baegundae — there are

ropes and steps to  assist you in the task.

Bukhansan Fortress
As a strategically v ita l area, Bukhansan has 
played host to  fo rtifica tions o f one sort or 

another fo r  about 1,900 years. Fo llow ing  
the  Japanese in va s io n s  o f  the la te  16th 
cen tu ry  and M a n ch u ria n  invasion o f  the

m id -1 7 th  c e n tu ry , K o re a ’s ru le rs  fe l t  
com pe lled  to  s trengthen and expand the 

m o u n ta in ’s fo r t if ic a tio n s . In  1711, w o rk  
g o t  u n d e rw a y  o n  a 9 .7  k m  r in g  o f  

fo r t i f ic a t io n s  a lo n g  th e  r id g e s  o f  the 

m o u n ta in . W ith  14 gates, the w a lls  are 
som e o f  the m o s t ex tens ive  Joseon-era 
fortifica tions in Korea.

Hwagyesa Temple
Hwagyesa is a relaxing Buddhist temple on 

the lo w e r slopes o f  the p a rk . I t  is m ost 

fam ous  as th e  ho m e o f  the  H w agyesa 

In te rn a tio n a l Zen C enter (02-900-4326 ), 
opened in  1994 by Zen M aster Seung Sahn 

(1927-2004). As the founder o f the Kwan 
Um  Zen S choo l, Seung Sahn p layed an 

active ro le in prom oting  Buddhism in the 
West; accordingly, Hwagyesa is home to  a 

p rom inent com m unity  o f Western monks. 
Fo r foreigners interested in Zen, the Zen 
C enter ho lds Sunday m e d ia tion  sessions 

and Dharma talks beginning at 1pm.

Insubong Peak

Baegundae Peak 

M angyeongdae Peak

•  D oseonsa Temple
Bukhansan Fortress Entrance

Seonungyo

D aew oo;Yongamm un
.Gate

Daedongm un G ate

Hw agyesa Temple

Daenam m un Gate
Naew onsa Temple

Sam bongsa  Temple

Jeongneung P ark Entrance
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D o n g d a e m u n  M a r k e t

Twenty-six shopping malls, 30,000 specialty shops and 50,000 manufacturers. A ll 
w ith in  a 10-block radius. Welcome to  Dongdaemun M arket.

Dongdaemun M arket is the place to  go fo r fashion, period. Apgujeong-dong, 
south o f the Hangang River, m ight have the luxury brands, and Myeong-dong the 
international brand outlets, bu t for fashion junkies looking fo r unique designs at 
decent prices, Dongdaemun is the place to  go. Heck, even i f  you ’ re no t in to  
clothing, i t ’s a great place to  visit, particularly at night when all its lights, action 
and crowds make for an impressive show o f human energy.

Dongdaem un is open p re tty  much a ll day and a ll n igh t, bu t re ta ile rs and 
wholesalers keep different hours. Retailers are usually open from  10 am to 5 am 
the next m orn ing , w h ile  wholesalers are open fro m  8 pm to  8 am the next 
morning. M any shops close Mondays. Dongdaemun M arket sprawls over several 
city blocks south o f Cheonggyecheon Stream, split in tw o by a main north-south 
street. M a jo r landmarks include the 34 -floo r Doosan Tower, M ig lio re  fashion 
center and Dongdaemun Design Plaza &  Park. Broadly speaking, the newer, 
glitz ier Dongdaemun o f bright lights and towering malls is to  the west o f the main 
road, while the older, g rittie r Dongdaemun o f smaller shops is to  the east around 
w hat was form erly Dongdaemun Stadium.
0  Two subway stations service the sprawling Dongdaemun Market, Dongdaemun Station 
(Lines 1 & 4) and Dongdaemun History & Culture Park Station (Lines 2 & 4).

Migliore and Doosan Tower
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Doosan Tower B3 Th is 34 -floor 

landm ark, know n co lloqu ia lly  as Doota, 

gets about 100,000 customers a day, which 
should probably te ll you something. 

C loth ing, accessories, beauty supplies— it ’s 
all there. ©  7 pm to  5 am next day (M on- 
Tue), 10:30 am to 5 am next day (Tue-Sat), 
10:30 am to 11 pm (Sun) ®  02-3398-3114

Migliore B3 The Dongdaemun branch 
o f the Korean department store, a tota l o f 

nine floors o f fashion. ©  10:30 am to 5 am 
next day. Closed Mondays ©  02-3393-0001

Pyeonghwa Market У Ш Щ Д з This is one of 
the oldest wholesale markets in the country. 
The market played an im portant role in the 

Korean labor movement— see the momument 
to  labor activist Chun Tae-il in fron t o f the 

market next to Cheonggyecheon Stream. 

Gwangjang Market tS-MS A3 One o f Seoul’s 

oldest markets, Gwangjang M arket is most 

famous for its silks and hanbok (Korean

Dongdaemun Gate sms
Since a disastrous 2008 fire destroyed the Sungnyemun (Namdaemun) Gate, the 
Dongdaemun Gate is—along with Sukjeongmun Gate on Mt. Bugaksan—one o f only 
two of Seoul’s old main city gates still standing. More properly called Heunginjimun 
$ ° lx|s, the gate has a history going back to 1396, when Seoul’s old city walls were

first constructed, although 
the current structure dates 
from 1869.

The gate consists o f a solid 
stone base w ith a two-story 
wooden superstructure. A 
unique feature is the half
moon wall bu ilt in front of 
the main gate, which was 
used for additional defense. 
Unfortunately, the gate is not 
usually open to the public.

traditional clothing) market. Also noted for 

its alley o f street food stalls, w ith  bindaetteok 
(mung bean pancake) something o f a 

specialty. In fact, the market is worth visiting 
just to  eat! ©  7 am to 7  pm ©  Exit 8, Jongno 
5-ga Station, Line 1
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Dongdaemun Design Plaza & Park

A landmark redevelopment project by 
famed Iraqi-British architect Zaha 
Hadid, this eye-catching complex— 
which organically blends landscaping 
and architecture-is scheduled for 
completion in 2013, and will contain 
outdoor green space, exhibition halls, 
shops, restaurants and more. Part of 
it-Dongdaemun History & Culture 
P ark-is already open to the public and 
is well worth the visit.

Gyeongdong Market s s x iy  32 N o t too  far
from  Dongdaemun is Seoul’s largest 

O rienta l medicine market, Gyeongdong 
M a rke t (also called Seoul Yangnyeongsi). 
I t ’s a fascinating place to  w a lk around, just 

to  take in  the incredible selection o f  exotic 
herbs and medications, including the ever- 
popular (w ith  foreign tourists, anyway) 

bottles o f snake liquo r— snake cured in 
alcohol. Ginseng, o f course, is the most 

popular product. ©  9 am to 7 pm. Closed 
Sundays Я Exit 2 of Jegi Station, Line 1

Medicinal herbs, Gyeongdong Market

Hwanghak-dong Flea Market &st£«t«A|§ 0 3

A t this streetside market, you can find  just 

about anything i f  you look hard enough. 
Home to  about 500 shops, this used to  be 

the place to  go fo r antiques but, nowadays, 
the goods on display have greatly 
diversified. ©  9 am to 7 pm.

Central Asia Village SSW-Moie B3 In  recent 
years, Seoul has witnessed an in flu x  o f 
foreign residents as the Korean economy 

grows and globalizes. One o f the best places 
to  witness this is the so-called Central Asia 
Village near the former Dongdaemun 

Stadium. The village is a small collection o f 
shops, businesses and restaurants near 
Dongdaemun Stadium run and frequented 

by Korea’s increasingly large population o f 
Central Asian immigrants. A lthough this is 
not a residential d is tric t like the ethnic 

communities that have formed in many 
N orth  American and European cities, the 

C yrillic  signboards, exotic cuisine and 
d istinctly Central Asian faces and dress that 
visitors find when they visit give the 

neighborhood its d istinct character— Korea 
meets the Silk Road. For the Western visitor, 
the neighborhood’s draw  is its exotic 
Central Asian restaurants, especially 
M ongolian and Uzbek.
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Dongmyo Shrine § в  02 Built in 1601, this 
shrine to  the east o f Dongdaemun Gate, in 
the m iddle o f Hwanghak-dong Flea M arket, 

is quite unique in that it  was bu ilt to  honor 
the Chinese General Guan Yu (AD  162- 

219), famed fo r his exploits during China’s 
Three Kingdoms Period. In the 16th 

century, M ing  Chinese generals dispatched 
to Korea to  help defeat the Japanese in the 

Im jin  W ar (the Japanese invasions o f 1592- 

1598) demanded the shrine be bu ilt, and the 

Korean court— dependent on Chinese 
m ilita ry  aid— was not in a position to 

refuse. The shrine incorporates Chinese 
elements in to  its design, including the 

b r illia n t brick masonry and radiant 

decoration, ф  Free @ Dongmyo Station,
Line 1 and 6

Sindang-dong Tteokbokki Alley t!B6“!5ioiss

Сз N o t far from  Dongdaemun, around 
Sindang Station, is an alley way specializing 

in the Korean dish tteokbokki, rice cakes 
cooked in sweet and spicy red pepper sauce

National Theater of Korea

w ith  ramen noodles, fried dumplings and an 
assortment o f other ingredients. Great in 
w intertim e, and best enjoyed w ith  a shot o f 

soju.
National Theater of Korea A4 The

N ationa l Theater o f Korea is a unique 
perform ing space designed to  accommodate 
a wide range o f performance styles. It is 

home to  the national drama, Korean opera, 

national orchestra and na tional dance 
companies o f Korea, ffl Dongguk University 
Station, Line 3, Exit 6 ®  02-2280-4115-6 
6 www.ntok.go.kr

•  Jangchung-dong Jokbal Street S'SS-sy.^
B4 Jangchung-dong lokbal (pig’s feet) Street 
specializes in, well, boiled pig’s trotters, one 
of Korea’s best loved cuisines. The meat is 
served in slices, which are consumed typically 
wrapped in lettuce. It is usually eaten with a 
bottle of soju.

• Everest Cz Located on the
second floor of a nondescript building in an 
equally nondescript neighborhood not far

from Dongdaemun Station is one of the best 
(and most popular!) Nepali restaurants in 
Seoul—get here at the wrong time, and 
you’ll need to wait in line. For your curry fix, 
this is a highly recommended place; the 
food is awesome and the prices surprisingly 
reasonable. (02-766-8850)

•  Samarkand Cafe -‘•КПУгш B3 Samarkand 
Cafe does fine Uzbek cuisine in a friendly 
atmosphere. Quite popular and pretty 
cheap, too. (02-2277-4261)

•  Darkhan 83 A Mongolian restaurant 
popular with Korea’s large Mongolian worker 
population. (02-2278-4633)

• Ala-Too Caf6 83 Another friendly Uzbek 
place, this one on the second floor above an 
Uzbek/Russian bakery, is also 
recommended. (02-2277-9212)

http://www.ntok.go.kr
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Daehangno, o r  “ U n ive rs ity  S treet,”  gets its name as the fo rm er loca tion  o f 
Korea’s m ost prestigious university, Seoul N a tion a l University, w h ich  moved 
south o f the Hangang River in the 1970s (the College o f Medicine still remains, 
however). Today, the neighborhood has become Seoul’s “ theater d is tric t,”  w ith 
over 300 small theaters that pu t on regular performances. Small theaters in the 
neighborhood include the noted Saemtoh Parangsae Theater Jeongbo
Small Theater an(:l Hakjeon Theater M ost o f the area’s theaters
are tiny  places w ith  no more than a few dozen seats (some, however, are larger, 
w ith  100 seats o r more), g iving performances a tru ly  intimate feel.

The area is v irtua lly  synonymous w ith  “ youth culture,”  as university students 
fro m  a ll over gather in places such as M a rro n n ie r Park to  take in  ou tdoo r 
performances and frequent the many cafes and restaurants. Daehangno also has a 
bit o f  history, w ith  a number o f impressive pieces o f colonial architecture.

Performance at one of Daehangno’s small theaters



Former Daehan Hospital (left), “A rt Makes Life More

Arko Art Center ощяомЁуу Al Part of 

M a rronn ie r Park, the red b rick  A rko  A rt 

Center has played an im portan t ro le in the 
development o f Korean modern a rt by 

prov id ing  an accessible place fo r  local 
artists to  ho ld  exhib its. ©  11 am to 8 pm 
(Mar-Oct), 11 am to 7 pm (Nov-Feb). Closed 
Mondays g§ 2,000 won ©  02-760-4850-2

Dongsoong Art Center A t One o f
Daehangno’s m a jo r perform ing arts venues, 
Dongsoong A r t  Center hosts a w ide variety 

o f shows. ©  Depends on programs 
®  02-766-3390

Marronnier Park °fsi-|oiisS д 2 Th is small 

urban space often plays host to ou tdoor 
theatrica l and musical performances, 

especially on weekends, and as such is 
packed w ith  young people.

Former Daehan Hospital s s  Дг
N ow  a museum, the former Daehan Hospital, 

located just in fron t o f Seoul National 
University Medical Center, was created in 
1907 as Korea’s top medical facility. 

Sungkyunkwan University Аз, р^б
One o f  Seoul’s best and oldest universities, 
Sungkyunkwan University traces its 
illustrious history back some 600 years to  

1398, when it  was founded as the country ’s

•Caterina A i A popular area wine bar 
and Italian restaurant with a charming 
atmosphere. (02-764-3201)

•Platters жУ|е|а Al Near Marronnier Park, 

Platters is a igsos-style American diner 
complete with good burgers, milkshakes and

Interesting than Art," Arko Art Center

0 3
Live  Ja zz

If jazz is your thing, check out 
Chunnyun Jazz Bar—it’s one of Seoul’s 
best jazz clubs. Admissions are 8,000 
won (Mon-Thur) 8110,000 won (Fri- 
Sun), although if you order a meal or 
cocktail, this is waived. (02-743-5555)

top  Confucian academy. The university 

museum (Hours: 10 am to  4 pm , closed 
weekends) is w e ll w o rth  v is iting, as is the 
campus’s Joseon-era Confucian shrine.

Filipino Market aiafSfyaieuiy Head to 
Hyehwa Catholic C hurch (near Hyehwa 
Rotary) on a Sunday to  check ou t the 
F ilip ino  M arke t, a m akeshift bazaar o f 

F ilip ino  food, F ilip in o  groceries, F ilip ino  
CDs and DVDs, phone cards and other 
goods from  the sunny archipelago. ©  9 am 
to 5 pm, Sunday

Philly cheesesteaks. (02-744-7651)

•Nanumi Tteokbokki Lfeoi@taoi /ц  A popular 

hole-in-the-wall that has attained legendary 
status with students at nearby 
Sungkyunkwan University. (02-747-0881)
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W hen you m ention Sinchon to  average Seoulites, they im m edia te ly th in k  o f 
colleges. In  the Sinchon area are some o f Korea’s most prestigious universities, 
including Yonsei University, Ewha Womans University, Hong ik University and 
Sogang University. The streets in fron t o f these institutes o f higher learning are 
packed w ith  young people shopping, eating and drinking, especially on a Friday 
o r Saturday evening when the area becomes one big party.
В  Sinchon Station, Line 2

Yonsei University 'МШ ЯД C2 One o f  Korea’s 

top three universities, Yonsei possesses a 
storied history dating back to  1885. Yonsei 

University Medical School and Severance 
Hospita l trace the ir lineage back to  Korea’s 

firs t modern hospital, the Gwanghyewon, 
founded by American Presbyterian 

missionary, doctor and d ip lom at Horace 
A llen. The rest o f the school traces its 
lineage to  Chosun Christian College,

founded in 1915 by A llen ’s fe llow  
missionary, Horace G rant Underwood. 
0 1 0 -1 5  minute walk from Exits 2 or 3  of 
Sinchon Station, Line 2 

Ewha Womans University oiyowmsto q2 
Founded in  1886 by American M ethodist 
Episcopal missionary M ary F. Scranton, 

Ewha Womans University began as Ewha 

Hak Dang, now the site o f Ewha G irls  H igh 
School in Jeong-dong. Ewha produced

Yonsei University
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Sogang Univ.

Gwangheungchang Stn. Daeheung Stn.

many o f Korea’s female “ firsts,”  including 
Korea’s first female PhD, female lawyer, 
female Constitutional Court justice and its 

firs t female prime minister. O f the historic 
buildings, the most impressive is the grand 
Pfeiffer H a ll (1935), the administrative main 

hall o f  the university. The Ada Prayer 
Chamber, a small Gothic chapel on the th ird  
floor, is a hidden gem. On a much more 
modern note is the artific ia l steel and glass 

valley connecting the main entrance w ith  the 
Pfeiffer Hall. Designed by world-famous

French architect Dominique Perrault, it  was 

completed in 2008.
® Five minute walk from Exits 2 or 3 of Ewha 
Womans University Station, Line 2.

Ewha Shopping District D3 The area in 

fro n t o f Ewha Womans University is a 
noted shopping area fo r women’s cloth ing, 
accessories, beauty supplies, and other 

things feminine. M any renowned— or at 
least well-appointed— hair and nail salons 
can be found in  the area as well.
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M issionaries  and Korean Christianity

Christianity first came to Korea in the 18th century, when Catholicism entered the 
country from China. At the end o f the 19th century, Protestant missionaries from the 
United States, Great Britain, Canada and Australia began missions in Korea following 
its opening to the West. In addition to their religion, these missionaries brought 
social and political change—Christians were at the forefront o f improving the lot of 
women in Korean society, for instance, and many Christians were active in the 
independence struggle against the Japanese.

Today, Christianity is Korea’s second largest religion, and the country now produces 
the world’s second largest number o f Christian missionaries next to the United 
States. One o f the most enduring contributions of Western missionaries was the 
creation of modern schools and universities. Many o f the first missionaries were 
educators in addition to being preachers, setting up many o f Korea’s firs t high 
schools and universities. Yonsei and Ewha universities are just two examples.

Restaurants
•  Bokseonggak C2 A Chinese restaurant 
frequented by students. (02-392-1560)

• Choi’s Tacos soiae® q2 A taco place. Run 
by a man named Choi. Does a really good 
trade. (02-362-2113)

•  On The Border Mexican Grill & Cantina
C3 The largest Mexican restaurant chain 

in the United States has a shop near Sinchon 
Station. Good place to go for a margarita. 
(02-324-0682)

•  Manokamana C2 Indian and 
Nepali cuisine not far from the front gate of 
Yonsei University. (02-338-4343)

•  Mussel & Muggle C3 With a
French-trained chef in the kitchen, this place 
near Sinchon’s Hyundai Department Store 
does Belgian-style mussels, mussel pasta 
and even a mussel pizza. (02-324-5919)

Pubs & Bars
When we’re talking about Sinchon, we’re 
talking about drinking and having a good 
time. Many of the bars in the area are 
popular with foreigners, although unlike 
Itaewon with its large (but decreasing) US 
military contingent, most of the foreigners 
you find in Sinchon are local English 
teachers and exchange students.

•  Norae Haneun Saramdeul " 83

Somewhat cramped, this bar gets a good 
mix of Westerners and Koreans, and lots of 
dancing on the weekend. (02-325-7808)

•  Woodstock -I C3 As the name would 
suggest, this local institution specializes in 
classic rock with decor to match. (02-334- 
1310)

•  Watts on Tap C2 This Canadian- 
owned pub, popular with the expat crowd, 
mixes a good beer selection with decent 
pub food. (010-5552-5568)

•  BlueBird !t#i -  C3 One of Sinchon’s 
better-known jazz bars. Wonderful 
atmosphere. (02-332-3831)

•  Mike’s Cabin а|о|нд?НУ C2 Run by a Korean 
American, this cozy bar is also popular with 
the expat crowd. Tends to be quieter than 
Norae Haneun Saramdeul.

•  BarTei C2 Armed with an exotic Bohemian 
atmosphere, with a good selection of 
classic rock, alternative rock, Brit pop and 
modern rock, not to mention cheap beer, 
this bar is quite popular. (02-365-3824)

•  Gopchang Jeongol B2 Located not 
far from Sanwoolim Theater, this Hongdae 
bar is famous for its large collection of 
Korean classic rock LPs. There’s a decent 
choice of Western and Korean beverages 
and, if you’re hungry, the food is pretty good 
too. (02-3143-2284)
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H o n g ik  U n iv e r s it y  A r e a  s m

Hongik University o r “ Hongdae,”  as i t  usually called, is one o f Korea’s top art 
and design schools; accordingly, the area around campus has a distinctively artsy 
feel w ith  tons o f privately-run a rt schools, art supply and framing shops, a few 
g a lle r ie s  and to n s  o f  t in y , u n iq u e  shops and cafes in  the  s u rro u n d in g  
neighborhood. O n the weekends, you can purchase arts and crafts— all created by 
local artisans— at the Hope and Free markets held in fron t o f the university.

The area around Hongik University is best known as an entertainment district, 
especially fo r its many music and dance clubs. Indeed, Hongdae is the beating 
heart o f Korea’s “ indie”  culture, where young people challenge the conservative 
cultura l mores that dominate much o f the rest o f Korean social life.
И Hongik University Station, Line 2

Hope and Free Markets гВДЯ! Ез
The Hope and Free markets, held in a 

playground in  fro n t o f H ong ik  University 
every Saturday and Sunday, respectively, 

o ffe r crafts fo r sale, handmade by local 
students and professional artisans. Sim ilar

to  an artist fa ir— the items are unique, 
orig ina l creations. I t ’s a great place to  p ick 

up reasonably priced crafts and artw orks 
by young, up-and-com ing talent.

B-Boy dancing in Hongdae



Hongdae scenes

KT&G Sangsang Madang ti&otS F3 This 

nine-level cultural complex, easily recognizable 
by its commanding, organically inspired 

building, gives local indie artists a venue to 
show o ff their stuff, and holds a cinema, 
gallery, performance hall and cafe, as well as a 

design shop on the first floor. ©  10 am to 
midnight (1 am on weekends), but each floor 
keeps its own hours <© 02-330-6200

B-Boy Theater C2 B-Boy Theater presents an 
open run o f the w ild ly  popular nonverbal 
performance, “ Battle B-boy.”  This unique 

performance combines street B-boy dancing 
w ith  hip-hop, Korean traditional dance and 
East Asian music fo r an engaging nonverbal 

performance that appeals to  audiences o f all 
ages. ^  50,000 won g  Hongik University 
Station, Line 2, Exit 9 ®  02-323-5233 
6  www.sjbboys.com

Hongdae Club Scene
The clubs in front o f Hongik University have 
something o f an interesting history. Unlike 
the clubs o f Itaewon, Hongdae’s music and 

dance c lubs m ost s ta rted  o u t as a r t is ts ’ 

s tud ios  th a t were la te r tra ns fo rm ed  in to  

clubs. Beginning in  the 1990s, these clubs

C l u b  Da y  &  L iv e  Da y

“ Club Day"—held every last Friday of each 
month—was the highlight of the Korean 
club scene, when a 20,000 won ticket got 
you into 21 different local clubs (see 
below). In February 2011, however, the 
event was suspended amidst talk that it 
had become over-commercialized. In May, 
a local association announced Club Day 
would restart. Live music clubs, 
meanwhile, would put together a “ Sound 
Road" every last Sunday from July.
Readers are advised to check individual 
clubs for details.

Electronic : М2 (02-3143-7573), Via 
(02-3141-2046), Tool (010-3112-0338), 
JokerRed (019-345-7122)
H ip Ho p : Harlem (NBi) (02-326-1716), 
Q-Vo (02-3143-7574), DD Club (011-783- 
4024), Hooper (02-336-3445), Saab (02- 
324-6929),
M ixed : Ska 2 (010-8004-4635), 
Myoungwolgwan (02-3142-1357)

Rock: Freebird (02-335-4576), DGBD 
(02-322-3792), Soundholic (02-3412- 
4203), FF (011-9025-3407), Spot (02-322- 
5956)
Ja z z : Evans (02-337-8361), Watercock 
(02-324-2422)

http://www.sjbboys.com
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Tourist Information
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Hongik Univ. Stn.

Live and Loud



I Une 1 И Х  Une 2 

I Une 4 Q  Line 5 j

I  Une 3 

I  Line 6

I Line 7 U  Une 8 Ц  Une 9 

j  Jungang Une Bundang Une

I Gyeongui lin e  § 7  A'REX Une

Hongik Univ.

6 5 l
Rainbow Cream

Unit

Noise Basement (NB2)

Wtura' A"eV

Г Ice Waffle -  Myeongwolgwan

•  Agio
Harlem (N B I.) ......................

Sogno I  Playground 

lic /  e  Hope & Free Market Freebird
ta Kumar .G re e k  Joyr  К  ■ ■  ‘

Hakata Bunko

Dongchunhong

•  Gyahaha
Far East Broadcasting Co.

Bok A ’

D'Avant

□  1 Rock Rolling Hall
Kunstbe

iCaf6 Alley

•  Sk@

I I
Eunhasu Dabang

©
Watercock

Coffee Prince

106 Ramyeon 

l& S S ff l

Samgeori Pocha 
 __ _ Evans
g j e - T o o '
' r J  eJokerRed 

T Saab e F F  •
DD I •

Hooper Ska2 e Design Museum aA

•  T in p a n ^

% Inn Bar «Jenny's Caf6% •  405 Kitchen .  e
*  1  Gamssarong .  Mu|gogi •

B-hind Swin9 Guitar

Little Terrace • F t o * Murtd°  •  Gaenari Mart

•  Margaux

I r - m y  •  Castle Praha *  an
Hamoow b.ea KT&G | DGBd  . j  « S o o  Jewelry

Sangsang Г 5  Seoul Resource Center
Madang Z ,  № д  W dmen'# . Tyche

ou iNoraeDang ф

SU N° raebanfl U u lteu" ural Museum .T h e  Cate Roro

Zille rZone  S ap ie nce  7

Cartoon Cate

Hongik Bossam 
1 2F Gamjatang

•G a lle ry  Hull

C lub Mansion
i

Nanta
e  Mindeulle 

Myth Hong Yeongto

Live Space V-Hatl 
Club Vera

Wedding Hall

Youngbin Wedding Hall

LeTre
Mimme

Hotel Seokyo

Bulgogi Brothers

P ub lish ing  A lley 

Moonji Publishing Co., Ltd

Bobo Hotel 

Hapjeong Stn.

1 Dada Bldg.



1 1 8  S e o u l  S e l e c t io n  G u id e s : K o r e a

provided a much-needed space fo r Korea’s 

burgeoning punk and indie music scene.

Th is is a neighborhood that basks in its 

alternative chic, and the clubs here have not 

been w ithout controversy. The performances, 

re la tive ly  tame com pared to  those in  the 
West, have occasionally sparked outrage from 
more conservative elements o f the Korean 

public. In  2005, fo r instance, a local punk 
group flashed viewers during a popular TV  

program, leading city authorities to threaten a 

crackdown on clubs. This never came to pass, 

as most appreciate a space fo r independent 

musicians to  do the ir thing. A ll visitors are 
likely to  find lots o f opportunities to  join the 

fun . В  The ‘‘Hongdae" club area is reached 
from Exit 9 of Hongik University Station, Line 2

•  106  Ramyeon ШЗЭДЕ D3 This Hongdae 
place does instant noodles—and only three 
kinds at th a t-b u t what they do is good. Try 
the spicy budae jjigae ramyeon, which 
comes with sausage. (02-3142-1241)

• Yangpuni Jumak C2 A Korean-style
pub, the house specialty is its gyeran mari 
(egg roll) and pajeon (fried green onion 
pancake), which goes well with a bowl of 
dongdongju (Korean rice beer). (02-338- 
3285)

•  Little Terrace F3 Or more precisely,
“This Little Terrace Has Mesmerized Me," 
this fifth-floor wine bar serves affordable 
wines in a romantic atmosphere, including 
its eponymous terrace complete with nice 
views. (02-333-3310)

•  Castle Praha 'Hfrsyst G3 A taste of the 
Czech Republic in Korea, this European-style 
beer hall houses a microbrewery (run by a 
Czech brew master) that produces dark and 
wheat beers in addition to your standard 
Pilsener. (02-334-2121)

•  Redemption Bar гмы  Possibly the 
only venue in Seoul where you can sit in a 
tent, pitched indoors, while drinking wine

and listening to reggae. The bar is also 
associated with efforts to help Tibet. (02-
322-5743)
•  Le Tre Campane F4 ^  -У 1 A great 
place to go for genuine thin-crust, oven 
baked pizza and other Italian dishes. (02- 
336-3378)
• Le Petit Four Chef Kim Dae-hyun’s 
French desserts are to die for. The macarons 
are especially delightful. (02-322-2669)

•  Gam Salon У"®  G2 So named because the 
place is made from the wood of the 
persimmon (gam) tree, Gam Salon is best 
known for its delicious hand-made burgers.
(02-337-9373)
•  Cheolgil Wang Galbisal sa s y u iy  Bi A
particular favorite of this writer, this place 
does wonderful Korean galbi served with 
outstanding bean-paste soup, or doenjang 
jjigae. Reasonably priced, too. (02-332- 

9543)
•  Greek Joy ^ $ °l E3 Near Hongik University, 
this is one of the best (and one of the few!) 
Greek eateries in Korea. (02-338-2100)
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S e o d a e m u n  I n d e p e n d e n c e  P a r k

Seodaemun Independence Park, the focal po in t o f which is Seodaemun Prison 
H is to ry  H a ll, pays tr ib u te  to  the sacrifices o f those w ho fough t fo r  K orea’s 
independence throughout the 35 years o f Japanese colonial rule (1910 to  1945).

Independence Gate Аз, P52 The

entrance to  Independence Park is 

Independence Gate, a massive stone gate 

modeled on the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. 

Designed by a Swiss engineer w ith  funds 
collected by Korean independence activists, 

the monument was erected in 1896. Its 
history is a b it complex, w ith  a tw is t o f 
irony. The gate was placed in the location o f 

an older gate, Yeongeunmun Gate, where, 
during the Joseon era (1392-1910), Korean 

kings would welcome Chinese envoys— at 
the time, China and Korea shared an “ elder 

brother-younger brother”  relationship in

accordance w ith  the traditional Confucian 
view o f international relations. When Japan 

defeated China in the first Sino-Japanese War 
in  1895, this relationship between Korea and 

China was severed, and Korea became 
“ independent.”  The old gate was razed and 

the new Independence Gate bu ilt in its place. 
By removing Chinese influence in Seoul, 

Korea’s “ independence”  simply gave the 
Japanese a free hand to  do as they liked in 

Korea. Ironically, Korea’s “ independence” 
turned out to be the first step on the road to 
colonization. 0  Exit 4 of Dongnimmun 
Station, Line 3.

Independence Gate



Seodaemun Prison History Hall

Seodaemun Prison History Hall
S  A3, P52 For a real sobering look at 

Korea’s colon ia l past, the place to  go is 
Seodaemun Prison, now  a museum and the 

form er “ place o f residence,”  so to  speak, o f 
many Korean independence activists during 

the dark ages o f Japanese colonial rule. I t ’s 
a monument preserved so tha t future 

generations o f Koreans never forget their 
pa in fu l h isto ry o f oppression and 

victim ization at the hands o f foreign 
aggressors. Some o f the prison build ings are 
open to  the public. The engineering w ing, 

in fact, has been set up complete w ith  
graphic displays o f the to rtu re  inflic ted on 

prisoners and an educational video. One o f 
the cell blocks has been opened to  a llow  
visitors to  look around and enter some o f 

the cells. Th is is probably the most 
impressive part o f the prison— the cells 

have been le ft just as they were, and their 
cold walls say more than a thousand

The Korean Flag

The flag o f the Republic o f Korea—the Taegeukgi—is arguably the world ’s most 
philosophical flag. In its center is a large red and blue Taoist yin-yang, which 
represents the harmony o f opposites that is the origin o f all things. The four trigrams 
that surround the yin-yang symbolize justice, wisdom, v ita lity  and fertility. They are 
also references to the classical elements. The white background, meanwhile, 
symbolizes the purity o f the Korean people.

King Gojong proclaimed the Taegeukgi Korea’s national flag in 1883. After Korea’s 
colonization by Japan, the flag continued to be used by the Provisional Government 
of the Republic o f Korea in China, and was brought back once the Republic o f Korea 
was established in 1948.

propaganda videos. N ear the prison 
complex are a number o f other statues and 

monuments to  Korea’s independence 
movement. ©  9:30 am to 6 pm (Mar-Oct), 
9:30 am to 5 pm (Nov-Feb). Closed 
Mondays ф  1,500 won ® Exit 5 of 
Dongnimmun Station, Line 3 ®  02-360-8590 
6 www.sscmc.or.kr

Sajik Park A3, P52 Sajik Park is home 
to  Sajikdan A ltar, where the kings o f Joseon 

used to  perform  the Sajikdaeje, a religious 
service to  tw o  gods: Sasin (the god o f earth) 
and Jiksin (the god o f the harvest). The rite  

was a prayer fo r peace and a bountifu l 
harvest, and featured processions, sacrificial 

offerings, special attire , and music and 
dance. W hile most o f Sajikdan was 
destroyed by the Japanese, tw o  stone altars 

s till remain. A lso remaining is its stately 
fro n t gate, which dates from  1720.
® Walk 10 minutes from Exit 1 of 
Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 1.

http://www.sscmc.or.kr
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It a e w o n  ° №

N o w  the heart o f Seoul’s expatriate community, Itaewon got its start in the early 
20 th century, when it  was a residential d is tric t fo r Japanese colon ia lists. The 
Japanese le ft in 1945 fo llow ing the ir defeat in the Pacific War, but were replaced 
by the Americans, who set up shop in the massive Japanese m ilita ry compound in 
Yongsan (now the US Arm y Garrison— Yongsan). Itaewon, located next to  the 
base, became a G I playground, and over the ensuing decades w ou ld  acquire a 
well-deserved reputation fo r its rowdy, somewhat unsavory character.

Times, however, have changed dramatically. Over the last decade, Itaewon’s 
streets have grown increasingly diverse— today, you are just as like ly to  meet a 
Pakistani laborer or a Chinese tourist as you are a US soldier. H igh atop a h ill in 
the heart o f the neighborhood, Seoul’s largest Islamic mosque looms majestically, 
w h ile  below, shoppers and fun-seekers o f a ll nationalities flock  to  the area’s 
famous shops and foreign eateries. Koreans— who used to  avoid Itaewon like the 
plague— now flock here in droves; on a weekend, you can find countless Korean 
couples and families strolling about its streets, taking in its exotic sights, tastes, 
smells and sounds.

The heart o f Itaew on is the 
“ main d rag,”  wh ich runs east- 
west starting from  Noksapyeong 
S tation in the west. I t ’s a long 
here that you’ ll find many o f the 
ne ighborhood’s notable shops, 
eateries and bars. Y ou ’ l l  f in d  
quite a b it in the alleyways o ff 
the main drag, too, particularly 
south o f  Itaew on S ta tion— i t ’s 
here tha t you’ll encounter some 
o f the seedier jo in ts  as w e ll as 
Seoul’s largest concentration of 
gay bars and clubs— and behind 
th e  H a m ilto n  H o te l,  w h e re  
y o u ’ l l  f in d  m o re  u p s c a le  
establishments.
@ Itaewon Station, Line 6 drops you 
off right in the heart of Itaewon. The 
Haebangchon area, however, is 
easiest reached via Noksapyeong 
Station, Line 6.
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ф  Exchange Booth 

Muntaro

I Cheil Communications

Hannam-dong
Office •

Thai Orchid:

•  Salam 

Seoul Central Mosque

New York Wholistic Care

Foreign Food Mart 

Foreign Restaurant
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Seoul Central Mosque о161*8 УА№ G3 Sitting 

atop a h ill, Seoul Central Mosque— a 

beautiful w hite  beacon o f human decency 
looking dow n upon the decadence o f 

Itaewon— is Korea’s largest Islamic house o f 
worsh ip, b u ilt in 1976. The area around the 

mosque has a num ber o f  good M idd le  
Eastern restaurants and shops specializing in 

religious items and goods im ported from  the 
M idd le  East. © 02-793-6908 

Leeum, Samsung Museum of Art УЗЯвшеа»
Gi One o f Seoul’s finest a rt museums can be 

found in Itaewon on the low er slopes o f M t. 
Namsan north  o f  the “ main drag.”  The 

architecturally stunning Leeum Samsung 
Museum o f A rt, which opened in  2004, was 

designed by renowned designers M a rio  Botta, 
Jean Nouvel and Rem Koolhaas. I t  is home 

to  many masterpieces o f  Korean trad itiona l 
and Western art, includ ing several beautiful 
national treasures, as w ell as Louise 

Bourgeois’ famed spider sculptures outside.
©  10:30 am to 6 pm. Closed Mondays 
eg 10,000 won ©  02-2014-6900

‘Hooker Hill* F3 W hile  much o f the rest o f 
Itaewon is in the process o f gentrification, 

you can still find  some o f  the o ld-tim e sleaze 
on the appropriate ly named “ Hooker H i l l , ”  
an alley o f seedy bars and clubs to  the south 
o f Itaewon’s main drag.

Ta i l o r - m a d e  S u it s

Itaewon’s main drag is home to many 
tailors who specialize in tailor-made 
suits. In fact, as you’re walking along, 
you’ ll likely be approached by at least 
one tailor. Suits can run anywhere 
from 300,000 won to over a million 
won, depending on materials. Hahn’s 
Tailor (02-793-0830, B3) gets good 
reviews from customers. Also 
recommended for tailored shirts is 
Hamilton Shirts (02-798-5693, D3), 
which will deliver directly to your hotel 
room.

La n g u a g e  B a r r ie r  N o  M o r e

Most of the establishments in 
Itaewon have staff who speak English 
and Japanese, so don’t worry about 
communication difficulties.

H o m o  H i l l  F3

While times are changing, Korean 
society is still rather conservative, 
and it cannot be said Seoul has a 
thriving gay nightlife scene. Itaewon 
is a rare exception—on a hill not far 
from Hooker Hill is a collection of gay 
and lesbian bars and nightclubs, and 
some clubs catering to the 
transvestite/transgender population.

H a e b a n g c h o n

A short walk from Itaewon, past 
Noksapyeong Station and up towards 
Namsan Third Tunnel is 
Haebangchon, a residential 
neighborhood originally founded 
after the Korean War by refugees from 
North Korea (hence the name, which 
literally means, “ Liberation Village"). 
Today it is inhabited by a large 
number of foreigners, particularly 
English teachers from the West, 
Nigerians and Filipinos. Accordingly, 
it is home to a number of decent 
foreign restaurants. Give it a look.

Leeum Samsung Museum ol Art
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Shopping
Tailor-Made Suits D3 Tailors— many o f 
them around fo r decades— line Itaew on’s 

main drag, and you ’re like ly  to  be asked 
more than once i f  you ’d like to  have a suit 

o r sh irt made to  measure.

Antiques E3 Itaewon, along w ith  Insa-dong, 
is Seoul’s best place to  purchase antiques. 
U nlike Insa-dong, however, most o f the 

shopkeepers here speak English and 
Japanese. In shops like Chosun Antique 

(02-793-3726, F3) and K im ’s Antique 
Gallery (02-796-8841, F3), you can find

handsome o ld  Korean dressers and tables, 

Korean doors, brasswork and much, much 
more. O f course, expect to  pay top  antique 

prices.

Hamilton Shopping Center вНШедзУУ
Located next to the H am ilton  H ote l, the 
H am ilton  Shopping Center is fou r stories o f 

shops specializing in c lo th ing, souvenirs 
and trad itiona l goods.

Leather Goods D3 You’ l l  find leather goods 
in abundance— handbags, shoes, jackets 
and accessories— factory-made and often 

inspired by famous designer labels.

Yongsan—or at least Itaewon—is THE place 
to come in Seoul for international eats. You’ll 
find eateries from all over the world — 
standard Western fare, Middle Eastern 
cuisine, Thai food, Indian curries, Korean 
barbecue and more. In recent years, the 
restaurants have grown increasingly 
upscale—or at least less grungy.

•  Sortino’s F3 One of the best Italian
restaurants in Seoul, owned by an expatriate 
Italian Canadian who also runs the more 
upscale and intimate Villa Sortino. (02-797- 
0488)

•  La Cigale Montmartre У Л1У § al—  E3
Famous for its Belgian-style mussels, this 
classy place is particularly popular in 
summer, when its outdoor seating is a 
blessing. (02-796-1244)

• Le Saint-Ex s-S®!- D3 The oldest French 
restaurant in Seoul, this cozy bistro is run by 
a long-time French expatriate. (02-795-2465)

• Gecko’s Terrace тЦжаецуа E3 Overlooking 
Itaewon Station, this European-style pub has 
good pub food and a cozy atmosphere, 
although it does get crowded on weekends. 
(02-749-9425)

• Buddha’s Belly Ai A Thai-themed
wine bar that serves Thai cuisine in a classy 
setting. (02-796-9330)

•  casAntonio F3 Along with
Sortino’s, one of the best Italian restaurants 
in Seoul. Perfect combo of fine cuisine and 
class atmosphere. (02-794-8803)

•  Taco Chilichili Ejsnaisai д2 a short walk 
up from Noksapyeong Station, this very 
popular Mexican restaurant has burritos to 
die for. (02-797-7219)

•  Jacoby’s xBtiiupi дг some of the best 
burgers in Korea can be found here. Just be 
sure to go on an empty stomach: these 
monsters aren’t light eating. (02-3785-0433)

•  Salam G3 A good Turkish restaurant 
near Seoul Central Mosque. (02-793-4323)

•  The Spice 4—nl0l -  Hi Fine European 
dining: the head chef studied under Gordon 
Ramsay. Pricey, but not terribly so. Trendy 
atmosphere. (02-749-2596)

•  Petra ч и ^ А з  Good Middle Eastern cuisine 
perched on a hill overlooking Noksapyeong 
Station. (02-790-4433)

• La Bocca F3 This outstanding Italian 
cafe, deli and wine bar mixes good food with 
a relaxing atmosphere. Good for brunch, too. 
(02-790-5907)

• Indigo Ai A pleasant little 
Haebangchon cafe with good food and a 
warm atmosphere. (02-749-0508)
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M o r e  Y o n g s a n  S it e s

National Museum of Korea

T h e  N a t io n a l  M u s e u m  o f  K o re a  —  

previously  located in  the G w anghw am un 

area— opened in  its new home in  Yongsan 
in  October 2005. A nd  an impressive home 

i t  is— almost ha lf a k ilom eter in length and 
six stories in height, i t ’s the largest museum 

in  Asia and the s ix th  largest museum in  the 
w o r ld  in  te rm s o f  f lo o r  space, cove ring  

28,542.3 m 2. Its massive design is said to  
resemble a Korean trad itiona l fortress, and 

the museum grounds are decked ou t w ith  
ponds, K orean  t ra d it io n a l gardens and 

o th e r fa c il it ie s  th a t m ake i t  a p leasant 
enough place to  v is it even before you w alk 
through the door. The museum makes use 

o f the cu tting  edge in  museum technology 
to  ensure th a t its  inva luab le  co llection  o f

artifacts cou ld survive anyth ing  short o f a 

direct nuclear h it.

A ll in all, the museum has a collection o f

1 5 0 ,0 0 0  a r t i fa c ts  an d  w o rk s  o f  a r t ,  
a lth ough  o n ly  a fra c tio n  o f  these are on 

d isp lay a t any g iven tim e . The co llec tion  
includes m any o f  K orea ’s m ost treasured 

c u l tu r a l  o b je c ts ,  in c lu d in g  S illa -e ra  
Buddhist art, Goryeo-era celadon ceramics 
and Jose on-e ra  p a in t in g s . In  the  aw e

i n s p i r in g  m a in  lo b b y  is  th e  g ia n t  

G y e o n g c h e o n s a  T e m p le  P a g o d a , a 
b e a u t i f u l ly  c a rv e d  13 m e te r  m a rb le  
structure dating from  the Goryeo era.

T h e  m useum  re g u la r ly  hosts  specia l 
exh ib its  th a t are w e ll w o rth  the p rice  o f 

admission. Guided tours o f the museum are 
a lso g iven— h o u r- lo n g  E ng lish  language 

tours available, once da ily  a t 2:30 pm.

National Museum of Korea



Artillery piece & Two Brothers Statue, The War Memorial of Korea

©  9 am to 6 pm (Tue, Thur, Fri), 9 am to 9 pm 
(Wed, Sat), 9 am to 7 pm (Sun, holidays) 
ф  Permanent exhibits are free but there's an 
entry fee for special exhibits (fee depends on 
exhibit). In addition to the exhibits, the 
museum has a good deal of other facilities as 
well, including performance halls and a 
theater. @ Ichon Station, Line 4 or Jungang 
Line, Exit 2 ©  02-2077-9045-7 
6 www.museum.go.kr

The War Memorial of Korea

The W ar M em oria l o f Korea is a massive 

space th a t  in c lu d e s  b o th  in d o o r  and  
ou tdoor exh ib ition  halls. The most m oving 
a s p e c t o f  th e  e n t i r e  c o m p le x  is  th e  
M e m o ria l H a ll:  upon the w a lls  ru n n in g  

a lo n g  the  e n tire  f r o n t  p e rim e te r o f  the 
bu ild ing are inscribed the names o f all the 

sold iers whose lives were los t d u rin g  the 
K o re an  W ar. The l is t  o f  names goes on 
fo reve r— K orean casualties are lis ted  by 

u n it ,  w h ile  U N  casu a lties  are lis te d  by 
na tio n , w ith  the exception  o f the U nited 
States, whose w ar dead are listed by state. 
The ou ts ide  e x h ib it io n  showcases tanks, 

a rm o re d  v e h ic le  an d  o th e r  p iece s  o f

equipment used in the Korean War, as well 

as the K orean W ar M o n u m e n t and T w o 
Brothers Statue.
©  9 am to 6 pm. Ticketing stops one hour 
prior to closing. Closed Mondays ф  Free 
@ Samgakji Station, Line 4 or 6, Exit 12 
®  02-709-3139 6 www.warmemo.or.kr

Yongsan Electronics Market

T o buy gadgets on  the  cheap , head to  

Yongsan Electronics M arke t, a collection o f 
several m arkets and m alls located behind 
Y o n g sa n  S ta t io n .  Y o u ’ l l  f in d  s te re o  

e q u ip m e n t, c o m p u te rs  an d  c o m p u te r

Cameras on sale at Yongsan Electronics Market

http://www.museum.go.kr
http://www.warmemo.or.kr
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supplies, so ftw a re , o ffice  equ ipm en t and 

o th e r  e le c t r o n ic  g o o d ie s  f o r  p r ic e s  
approx im ate ly  20%  less than elsewhere—  

and in  the case o f im ported goods, up to 

5 0 %  less . PC u se rs  h a ve  fo u n d  th e  

P rom ised La nd— y o u ’ l l  f in d  m any sm all 

shops where you can have top -o f-the -line  
desktops b u ilt  fo r under U S$1,000. M ac 

users, on the o th e r hand, w il l  f in d  few er 
shops c a te r in g  to  th e ir  needs, b u t the  

g ro w in g  p o p u la r ity  o f A pp le  p roducts in  
K orea has been a boon fo r  M a c  users—  

there’s an Apple authorized reseller on the 
f irs t f lo o r o f the E T L A N D  m a ll. M o s t o f 
the shops are open fro m  10 am to  8 pm , 

and  are  c lo se d  on  the  f i r s t  an d  th ir d  
Sundays o f  the m o n th . ® The market is 
located near Yongsan Station, Line 1 or 
Sinyongsan Station, Line 4

Yongsan Station 
& I’Park Mall °K № g
A ttached  by a skyw ay to  the e lectron ics 
m a rk e t are Yongsan S ta tio n  and I ’Park

Yongsan Station

Computer
Wholesale
Shopping mall Yongsan

Electro
Market

W arMermonai 
o l KoreaYongsan Seminary and 

Wonhyoro Catholic Church

Wonhyo

ics Arcade 
Kaebi Market

Arcade 
Yongsan Station 
and I'Park Mall 
(Space 9)

Dragon ISinyongsan Stn

1Chung-Ang University 
Medical

National
KoreaHangang

Seobinggo Stn.



S e o u l

M a l l ,  o n e  o f  S e o u l’ s n e w e s t,  w i t h  

e v e ry th in g  y o u 'd  expect in  a sh o p p in g  
c o m p le x , in c lu d in g  re s ta u ra n ts , huge 

discount retailer E-mart, one o f Seoul’s best 
m o v ie  m u lt ip le x e s  a n d , n e x t d o o r, the 

f o r e ig n e r - f r ie n d ly  D ra g o n  H i l l  Spa. 
Yongsan S tation is Seoul's second largest 

t ra in  s ta t io n  and the p r im a ry  p o in t  o f  
d e p a r tu re  fo r  d e s tin a tio n s  in  K o re a ’s 

sou thw est, such as Jeonju , G w ang ju  and 

М о кр о .

Yongsan Seminary &
Wonhyoro Catholic Church
Just a 10-m inute w a lk  from  the Yongsan 
E le c tro n ic s  M a rk e t ,  on  the  cam pus o f  
Sacred H eart G irls  H igh School, is one o f 

S e o u l’s h id d e n  tre asu res , th e  Y ongsan 
Seminary and W onhyoro Catholic Church. 

Completed in 1902, the chapel is one o f  the 

oldest churches in the country.

US Army Garrison—Yongsan

Sprawling over 2.5 km2 of prime Seoul real estate just south o f Mt. Namsan, the US 
Army Garrison—Yongsan is both a symbol o f the “ alliance forged in blood”  between 
Korea and the United States, and a historical reminder o f Korea’s painful past.

In the late 19th century, the Qing Dynasty occupied a strategic location on the 
Hangang River before it was kicked out by the Japanese, who established a massive 
military compound and headquarters. When the Japanese were defeated in World War 
II, out went the Japanese troops and in came the Americans. In fact, a number of 
historic buildings in the garrison, including the headquarters o f the 8th US Army, were 
built by the Japanese.

Needless to say, hosting a massive foreign military complex in the heart o f their 
capital has proven controversial among Koreans. In 2003, Korea and the US agreed to 
transfer Yongsan back to Korea; the US side would move its headquarters to  the city of 
Pyeongtaek, some 90 km to the south, by 2012. Seoul Metropolitan City announced it 
would use the land to build a massive park, something akin to New York City’s Central 
Park. In 2008, however, the new presidential administration o f Lee Myung-bak, fearing 
a weakening o f US resolve to defend Korea, pushed the transfer date back to  2016.

US Army Garrison—Yongsan is off-lim its to  all but US m ilitary personnel, US military 
civilians and Korean civilian workers on the base, although on-base friends can sign 
you in for a visit (depending on your nationality).

Wonhyoro Catholic Church
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R i v e r  C r u i s e s

The best way to  see the river is via one o f the 
c ity ’s popu lar rive r cruises. These cruises run 
from  about m idday to  late at night, although 
the evening cruises— especially around sunset—  
tend to  be most popular. This is an extremely 
pleasant way to  spend an hour o r so, and a 
great way to  take in riverside landmarks such 
as the Hangang River bridges and the golden 
tower o f 63 City.

You can board ferries at one o f three piers—  
Y eouido Jam sil and Ttukseom  
O n e -w a y  a n d  r o u n d - t r ip  c o u rs e s  a re  
available— see the time tables below.

g S S

H a n g a n g  R iv e r  B r id g e s

A total of 27 bridges cross the 
Hangang River in the Seoul 
area. Some of these are lit up 
at night to provide 
spectacular night views. The 
futuristic Olympic Bridge in 
the eastern part of the city is 
particularly stunning.

Some of the bridges are 
quite historically significant, 
as well. Hangang Railway 
Bridge A, for instance, was 
completed in 1900, and 
several others were built in 
the Japanese colonial era.

Courses

Standard Cruise Yeouido, Jamsil, Ttukseom 1 hour 11,000 won
Live Music Cruise Yeouido, Jamsil, Ttukseom 70 min 15,000 won

BBQ Cruise Yeouido 90 min 60,000 won
Buffet Cruise Yeouido 90 min 60,000 won

•Reservations required for the BBQ and Buffet ferries.

•  Yeouido: Yeouido — ► Banpo Bridge — ► Yeouido

•  Jamsil: Jamsil — ► Banpo Bridge — ► Jamsil

•  Ttukseom: Ttukseom — ► Banpo Bridge— ►Ttukseom

•Yeouido Pier Exit 3 o f Yeouinaru Station, Line 5 • Jamsil Pier Exit 7 of S incheon Station, 
L ine  2. W alk abou t 20  m inutes (or take taxi) •  Ttukseom Pier E xit 8 o f T tukseom  S tation, Line 
2. W alk abou t 10 m inutes 6  w ww .hcru ise.co.kr (C & Hangangland)

http://www.hcruise.co.kr
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Y e o u i d o

Koreans often refer to  Yeouido as the “ M anhattan o f Seoul,”  and while this is no 
doubt an exaggeration, the comparison is not completely w ithou t basis. Like its 
New  Y ork coun te rpart, Yeouido is a rive r island, and it  is Seoul’s p o lit ic a l, 
financial, commercial and media heart. The 63 Building (o ffic ia lly  named “ 63 
C ity ” ), is Seoul’s landmark skyscraper, and is located here.

Yeouido is very much a product o f Korea’s post-war economic miracle. Prior to 
industrialization starting in the 1960s, Yeouido was a flood-plagued sandy island 
w ith  a name meaning, literally, “ Useless Island.”
During the Japanese colonial period, the imperial 
a u th o r itie s  b u i l t  K o re a ’s f ir s t  in te rn a tio n a l 
a ir p o r t  on the  is la n d . In  the  70s, K o re a ’s 
development-minded president Park Chung-hee 
pushed an a m b it io u s  p ro g ra m  to  tu rn  the 
erstwhile “ useless island”  in to a new commercial 
and political center. In 1975, the green dome of 
the National Assembly Building was completed, 
provid ing a new home to  the Korean parliament.
Korea’s m ajor po litica l parties, media companies, 
banks and investment houses and other m ajor 
companies soon followed.

I f  you're expecting towering, A rt Deco-style skyscrapers a la New York, you’ ll 
likely be disappointed— Yeouido is, in fact, not an especially exciting place. Still, 
there are a number o f things to  see.

Y e o u id o  S a e t g a n g  
Ec o l o g ic a l  Pa r k

The wetlands on the south 
side of Yeouido island have 
been turned into an aquatic 
park, complete with wooden 
walking paths. If you’re in the 
neighborhood, it might make 
for a nice stroll. See the map 
on P223.



6з City 63A|E| 249 meters high, th is golden 
m ono lith  was an architectural wonder 

when it  was completed in 1985. The name 
refers to  the number o f floors, although this 

is somewhat misleading— only 60 floors are 
above ground. The bu ild ing houses a 

shopping center, IM A X  Theater and a 
popular aquarium, in  add ition  to  

restaurants, conference centers and, o f 

course, offices. The most popular 

destination, however, is the observation 
deck which offers some o f the best views o f 
the city. ©  10 am to 10 pm ф  Observation 
deck 12,000 won Aquarium 17,000 won 
IMAX Theater 12,000 won Total package
33,000 won (10% discount if you bring 
passport/foreigner ID card) ®  02-789-5663

National Assembly Building Home
o f the Korean parliament, the National 

Assembly Building offers tours— apply at 
the v is ito r center. ©  9 am to 6 pm 
(weekdays), 9 am to 5 pm (weekends). 
Admission closes one hour prior to closing 
©  02-788-2885

Yeouido Park 15E 58! Formerly an asphalt 
plaza that doubled as a parade ground and 
emergency a irs trip , Yeouido Park was 

transformed in to  a beautiful stretch o f 
green in 1999. The park consists o f three 
separate zones, including a lovely Korean 

trad itiona l garden. There’s also a bike path

63 City (top), National Assembly Building

S e o u l  M a r in a

Newly opened in April 2011, Seoul Marina Club & Yacht rents its fleet of 45 yachts to the 
public at rates much lower than elsewhere in Korea, with one- to three-man sailboats 
available for 4,000 won an hour per person. Even six-man cruisers are available for just
15,000 won per person. The beautiful marina, complete with restaurants, cafes, and 
seminar rooms in a snazzy glass building scenically placed right behind the landmark 
National Assembly Building, has moorings for up to 90 boats. You need an hour of 
training before you can rent a yacht and, if  you’re more ambitious, sailing lessons are 
available, including Korea’s first-ever sailing lessons for children. The marina even offers 
a "bike ferry” service to ferry Seoul’s growing number of cyclists across the mighty 
Hangang River. ©  02-423-7888 6 www.seoul-marina.com

http://www.seoul-marina.com


1 3 4  S e o u l  S e l e c t io n  G u id e s : K o r e a

popular w ith  both bikers and 

rollerbladers— bike rentals are available. 

Behind the N ationa l Assembly Build ing is 
Yunjung-ro Street, famous throughout 

Korea fo r its beautifu l cherry blossoms in 
spring. ©  02-3780-0562 ® Yeouido Station 
or Yeouinaru Subway Station, Line 5

Noryangjin Fish M arket i= tftJ^yA is Seoul's 

largest fish market, N oryang jin  Fish 
M arke t is a 24-hour affair, a lthough the 
fish auctioning takes place in the wee hours 

o f the m orn ing before 6 am. Here you can 
find  the bounty o f the sea in its countless 

manifestations. M uch o f the produce is sold 
w h ile  alive, w h ile  nearby restaurants w ill be 

happy to  cook up you r fish (or slice it  up 
raw) fo r you. ©  24 hours В  Noryangjin 
Station, Line 1

Springtime in Yeouido
The time to  visit Yeouido is spring, when the 
island's countless cherry blossoms bloom. 
Yeouido Park hosts the Yeouido Cherry Blossom 
Festival at this time— it's Seoul's most popular 
cherry blossom event, and is accompanied by 
music and other cultural events.

д Э
H a l l e l u j a h !

Yoido Full Gospel Church, located near 
the National Assembly, is the mother of 
all megachurches—830,000 members 
as of 2007, it is the largest Christian 
congregation in the world. Not bad 
considering that when it was founded 
by Rev. David Yonggi Cho in 1958, the 
Pentecostal church was little more than 
a tent church.

Services take place almost all day 
Sunday—these truly are impressive 
events of faith and devotion. Foreign 
language services in English, Chinese, 
Japanese, Spanish, Indonesian and 
Russian are also provided. See h ttp :// 
english.fgtv.com for more information.
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Marina

Hangang River

A sh  Market

Noryangjin Stn.

Tr ag ed y  o f  th e  Ha n g a n g  B r id g e

When the Korean War started on June 
25. 1950, South Korea was caught off
guard. Within three days, North Korean 
troops had entered Seoul. South Korea 
hastily moved its capital to Daejeon 
and, in a panic, prepared the bridges 
over the Hangang River for demolition 
to stow the enemy advance.

On the morning o f June 28, the order 
came to blow the bridges.
Unfortunately, in the case o f the Hangang River Bridge, it was clogged with refugees 
and retreating soldiers, and no effort was made to clear them —not even a warning.
In a great explosion, several bridge spans were dropped into the river, sending an 
estimated 300-800 people to the ir deaths.

If this wasn’t calamitous enough, the bridge was destroyed with three divisions of 
the South Korean Army still on the northern side o f the river, along w ith much o f the 
army’s heavy equipment. Many o f these troops were captured and killed by the North 
Koreans, and it  was a long time before the South Korean army could recover from the 
losses. In September of that year, the colonel who ordered the dem o lition -perhaps 
on orders from above—was court-martialed and shot, although a posthumous trial 
16 years later cleared him o f wrongdoing.
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Y a n g h w a j i n  У У У

Yanghwajin Foreigners’ Cemetery

A  short w a lk  from  Hapjeong Station (Line 
2 and 6 ) on a little  p lo t o f land overlooking 

th e  H a n g a n g  R iv e r  is  Y a n g h w a j in  
Fo re igners ’ Cem etery, founded in  1890. 

C u rre n tly , 551 in d iv id u a ls  are bu ried  at 
Y anghw ajin, includ ing 279 Americans, 31 

B rito n s , 19 Canadians and 18 Russians. 
A lth o u g h  the sp o t is te ch n ica lly  nam ed 

“ Y a n g h w a jin  F o re ig n  M is s io n a r ie s ’ 
Cemetery,”  only 167 o f the occupants were 

missionaries; also buried here are soldiers,

d ip lom ats, journalists and others. Because 
o f the inte rnational character o f the dead, 

the headstones come in  an assortm ent o f 
sizes and styles, from  simple blocks o f stone 

to  Celtic crosses and elaborately decorated 
obelisks. Epitaphs can be found in  English, 

French, German, Ita lian , Russian, Chinese 
and Japanese, and are qu ite interesting to  

see. H o m e r B. H u lb e r t ’s g ravestone, fo r 
instance, reads, “ 1 w ould  rather be buried 

in  Korea than in Westminster Abbey.”
©  10 am to 5 pm. Closed Sundays @ Exit 7 
of Hapjeong Station, Line 2 © 02-332-9174

Jeoidusan Catholic Martyrs' Shrine, built where thousands of 
Korean Catholics were executed in the late 19th century
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Jeoidusan Catholic Martyrs’ 
Shrine
A  short w a lk from  Yanghwajin Foreigners’ 
Cemetery brings you to Jeoidusan Catholic 

M a rty rs ’ Shrine, one o f the holiest places in 
the country  fo r Korean Catholics. A fte r its 

i n t r o d u c t io n  in  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y ,  
Catholicism  in Korea experienced a period 
o f  g rea t h a rdsh ip . In 1866, the last and 

u l t im a te ly  m o s t severe o f  a series o f  
persecutions o f  C a th o lics  was launched. 

T h e  ro y a l g o ve rn m e n t, then  led by the 
x e n o p h o b ic  p r in c e  re g e n t H eun gseo n  
D a e w o n g u n ,  e x e c u te d  n in e  F re n c h

m issionaries w h o  had ille g a lly  smuggled 

them selves in to  K orea. In  response, the 

French  sent w a rsh ip s  up  the  H an g a n g  

R iver, e ve n tua lly  la nd ing  a t the c lif fs  o f  
Y a n g h w a jin . T h e  sh ips  w ere  fo rc e d  to  

w ith d ra w , and in  h is  fu r y  H eungseon  
Daewongun declared that Yanghwajin, now 

soiled by the Westerners, had to  be washed 

clean w ith  the b lood o f those responsible 

fo r  the fo re ig n  presence— the  C a th o lic  
fa ith fu l. Over the next six years, thousands 

o f Catholics were dragged to  the top  o f the 
c l i f f  and beheaded, th e ir  bodies cast o f f  

on to  the rocks below. A fterwards, the c lif f  
b e c a m e  k n o w n  as J e o id u s a n  o r  
“ D ecapitation H i l l . "  M uch later, in  1966, 

Catholics bu ilt a church and memorial hall 
atop the cliffs, w ith  a fine perspective o f the 

Hangang River. The area below the h ill was 
tu rn e d  in to  a p a rk  g raced  w i th  m a ny  

m o v in g  p iece s  o f  r e l ig io u s  a r t .  T h e  
memorial hall and church do a respectable 
jo b  o f  teach ing  v is ito rs  a b o u t the e a rly  

h is to ry  o f  the C a th o lic  C hurch  in  Korea 
and co n ta in  a num ber o f  re lics fro m  the 

m artyrs, 103 o f  w hom  were canonized in 
1925 and 1968 (granting Korea the status 
o f  ha v in g  the fo u r th  la rgest n u m b e r o f 

C atholic saints in the word).



1 3 8  S e o u l  S e l e c t io n  G u id e s : K o r e a

Ko r ean  Ch r is t ia n it y

Spend any amount of time in Korea and you’ll soon discover the country’s vibrant 
Christian community. The Seoul skyline is dotted by neon crosses fixed atop the city’s 
countless churches. Several of the world ’s largest churches, including the 830,000-man 
Yoido Full Gospel Church (see P134), are located here. It’s estimated that about 28% o f 
Korea’s population is Christian (18% Protestant, 10% Catholic), the second highest 
percentage in Asia behind the Philippines. In terms o f fervor and enthusiasm, however, 
Korean Christians are second to none. In fact, according to recent news reports, Korean

churches dispatch the second largest 
number o f Christian missionaries abroad 
(behind only the United States), a stunning 
accomplishment given Korea’s significantly 
smaller population.

Korean Christianity wasn’t always as 
flourishing, however. In the late 17th 
century, works by the Italian Jesuit 
missionary Matteo Ricci were firs t brought 
to Korea via royal tribute missions. By the 
latter half o f the next century, reformist 
scholars had established a church led by a 
system o f lay clergy. It was an experience 
almost unparalleled in Catholic h istory—a 
church establishing itse lf w ithout the help 
o f foreign missionaries.

The new faith was viewed with abject 
horror by Korea’s Confucian establishment, 
however, and Catholicism underwent 
several bloody persecutions throughout 
the 19th century. Many Catholics were 
killed, and those who survived often fled 

to  remote mountain villages where they established small communities o f believers far 
from the persecution in the cities. Not even Western missionaries were im mune—in the 
great persecution of 1866, for example, nine French priests were executed, sparking an 
armed conflict w ith France.

By comparison, Protestantism came later, and as a result had a much easier time of 
it. Unlike Catholics, who were forced for over a century to pray and proselytize illegally, 
often at great risk to life and limb, Protestant missionaries from the United States, 
Canada, UK and Australia entered Korea in the late 19th century as diplomats, doctors 
and educators, often w ith the support o f royal authorities, who viewed them as agents 
o f modernization. Indeed, Protestant missionaries played an important role in Korea’s 
modernization, establishing many o f the country’s first modern hospitals, schools and 
universities, as well as churches.

Korean Christianity went through a rough patch under Japanese imperial rule. The

Ш

■ m  s '
■ ж  *

: x  -  ’ .. ■.

• /  A  4 ’

A « A T r  ■

« U  w  ■

Stained glass. Myeong-dong Cathedra



S e o u l  1 3 9

Japanese distrusted Western missionaries (most o f whom were expelled at the start of 
the Pacific War) and viewed churches—many o f which had become centers o f anti- 
Japanese nationalist activities—with suspicion. Still, at least until the 1930s, the 
religion continued to flourish. Christian activity in northern Korea was so vibrant, in 
fact, that the city o f Pyongyang (ironically enough, now the capital of atheist North 
Korea) was called the “ Jerusalem o f the East.”

Liberation from colonial rule, post-war economic development and Korea’s close 
relationship w ith the United States provided the environment for a second boom in 
Korean Christianity. The number o f Korean Protestants jumped from just over 623,000 
in i960  to over 8 m illion in 2005. Their influence on society grew, to o —of Korea’s post- 
Liberation presidents, three (Syngman Rhee, Kim Young-sam and Lee Myung-bak) were 
Protestants and two (Kim Dae-jung and Roh Moo-hyun) were Catholics. In particular, 
Christians played a major role in Korea’s democratization movement o f the 1970s and 
1980s.

While Korean Christianity is certainly more vibrant than many o f its counterparts in 
the West, the country’s newfound affluence has not been w ithout its effects—in recent 
years, there’s been a drop in the growth rate o f Korean churches. This has been 
accompanied w ith a resurgent interest in Korea’s more traditional faiths, particularly 
Buddhism. Not that you’d be able to tell th is from the clamor o f Korean churchgoers, 
however.

Relief of martyrs, Jeoidusan Catholic Martyrs’ Shrine
КЕВЯ
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R i v e r s i d e  P a r k s

Hangang Citizens’ Park ®ул |У 5 9

M uch o f the Hangang River’s banks has been transformed in to park space in the 
form  o f Hangang River Citizens’ Park. This is really 12 separate parks rather than 
one large one, w ith  separate areas in (from  west to  east) the Gangseo, Nanji, 
Yanghwa, Seonyudo, M angw on, Yeouido, Ichon, Banpo, Jamwon, Ttukseom, 
Jamsil and Gwangnaru districts. Each section is unique and equipped w ith  sports 
and leisure facilities like tennis courts, swimming pools and picnic grounds.

Seonyudo Park P137 O f the 12

districts, Seonyudo Park is one o f the best 

know n. The park, o rig ina lly  the site o f  an 

o ld  water treatment plant, makes use o f its 

industria l past to  create a wonderfu l 
ecological zone. L ink in g  the park, which is 
actually on an island in the m iddle o f the 

river, is the beautifu l arched Seonyugyo 
Bridge, a pedestrian w a lkw ay that is l i t  up 

in  the evening to make one o f Seoul’s most

beautifu l n ight views.

©  6 am to midnight 0  Seonyudo Park is best 
reached via taxi from Exit 1 of Dangsan 
Station, Line 2. ®  02-3780-0590

World Cup Park B S 5 8  There was a time 
not so long ago when the N an ji d is tric t o f 
Seoul was something o f a national shame. 

For over a decade Seoul’s p rim ary landfill, 
the area amounted to  litt le  more than a big, 
noxious-smelling m ounta in o f garbage. Due
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to  the strong odors emitted by the eyesore, 

the entire area was covered w ith  a layer o f 
topso il after the land fill was closed in 1993.

Then som eth ing  am azing  happened—  

plants and animals began re turn ing to  the 
N a n ji area, which had since been deserted 

by hum anity. Encouraged, c ity  au thorities 
spent s ix  years s ta b iliz in g  the waste and 
a n o th e r year b u ild in g  the 3 ,4 7 1 ,0 9 0  m 2 

park know n today as W orld Cup Park. The

park opened in M ay o f  2002, just in tim e to  
ce le b ra te  its  nam esake , the 1 7 th  FIFA 

W orld  Cup co-hosted by Korea and Japan.
The park is huge— it actually consists o f 

five  sm a lle r pa rks, in c lu d in g  the area in 

fro n t o f the im posing W orld  Cup Stadium 
and tw o  m assive z ig g u ra ts  o f  g reen—  

form erly mountains o f garbage— that have 
been transfo rm ed  in to  H aneu l (Sky) and 

Noeul (Sunset) parks.

1. Sebit Dungdungseom 2. Seonyudo Park 3. Haneul Park



Banpo Bridge Moonlight Rainbow Fountain

•  Pyeonghwa Park: This area in front of 
World Cup Stadium includes a pond, picnic 
grounds and some beautiful marshland.

• Nanjicheon Park: A serene riverine 
environment following the Nanjicheon 
Stream.

• Nanji Hangang Park: A park area which 
runs alongside the Hangang River with a 
number of sporting facilities and a pier 
where you can catch boats for a small river 
cruise.

• Haneul Park: Once a mountain of garbage, 
this hill now provides some of the best 
views of Seoul in the city. Wind turbines at 
the top generate power for the park. The 
park is especially known for its scenic steps 
and beautiful reeds blooming in late 
autumn.

•  Noeul Park: So named because this lesser 
of the two former trash heaps offers some 
of Seoul’s best sunsets. Golf fans might 
also wish to make use of its nine-hole golf 
course. ©  24 hours, but Haneul Park closes 
at sunset. В Exit 1 of World Cup Stadium 
Station, Line 6. There's a free shuttle to the 
park from the nearby Mapo Agriculture- 
Fisheries Market. (£> 02-300-5500, 3780- 
0612 (Nanji Hangang Park)

Banpo Bridge Moonlight Rainbow Fountain 
у д щ д  ^x|7flg4 & Setbit Dungdungseom XW

I f  you ’d like to  see a real riverine 
spectacle, head to Banpo Bridge in  the 
evening to  see the M o on ligh t Rainbow 

Fountain. Five times a day (six on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday) some 10,000 LED 
nozzles installed along the side o f the bridge 

let loose w ith  a 20-m inute-long, 
m ultico lored barrage of w ater (sucked up 
from  the river below w ith  pumps) in  time 

w ith  musical selections from  Beethoven, 
V iva ld i and others. Just next to  the bridge, 
Sebit Dungdungseom— “ Floating Island”  in 

English— is Seoul’s newest architectural 
gem. Floating on the Hangang River, the 
com plex is designed to  be a combined 

culture, convention and leisure facility. It is 
best seen at n igh t when l i t  up. ©  Noon, 5 
pm, 8 pm (weekdays); extra 9 pm show on 
weekends (Apr to Jun); noon, 6 pm, 8 pm, 9 
pm (weekdays), extra 10 pm show on 
weekends (July to Aug) @ The best place to 
witness the fountain is Banpo Hangang Park, 
which can be reached via Exits 8-1 or 8-2 of 
the underground arcade of Express Bus 
Terminal Station, Lines 3 , 7 or 9.
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S e o u l  Fo r e s t

Seoul Forest, completed in 2005, likes to 
th ink o f itself as Seoul’s answer to  New 
Y ork ’s Central Park o r London ’s Hyde 
Park. C entra l Park it  is no t, but i t ’s a 
very pleasant place indeed, inter-crossed 
by w a lk ing  paths and bridges, some of 
them quite architecturally pleasing.

Prior to  the construction o f the park, 
the Ttukseom area was a g ritty  industrial 
area in need o f redevelopment. Now, it  is
a 1,156,498 m2 oasis o f green in a city trying to  rediscover its ecological roots.

One o f the star attractions o f the park is its large population o f Sika deer.
©  24 hours d i Free gl Walk 10 minutes from Exit 8 of Ttukseom Station, Line 2. By boat, 
cruises from Yeouido stop by Seoul Forest on the way to Jamsil. ®  02-460-2901 -2926

Bicycle built for two, Seoul Forest
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A p g u j e o n g - d o n g  

&  C h e o n g d a m - d o n g  = = §

In a land o f posh, the neighborhoods o f Apgujeong-dong and Cheongdam-dong 
are the poshest o f all. The very mention o f the neighborhoods evokes visions of 
chic boutiques, designer labels, trendy bars and cafes, and imported luxury cars. 
This is pretty much what you 'll find, so what you th ink  o f the place depends on 
what you th ink o f the aforementioned. That said, many o f the denizens here are 
not actually residents— attempts to  appear so notw ithstanding— so backpackers 
shouldn’t  feel completely out o f place, and the cafes and sizzling nightlife should 
not be missed.
И The main shopping area is actually a bit of a walk from Apgujeong Station, Line 3. You're 
probably best off taking a cab from the station. Garosu-gil, meanwhile, is best approached via 
Exit 8 of Sinsa Station, Line 3.

A p g u je o n g - d o n g
Th is is Seoul’s Beverly H ills , w ith  its very 

ow n  “ Rodeo Street”  w here you can max 
o u t y o u r c re d it ca rd . A pgu jeong -dong  is 
filled  w ith  c lo th ing  shops, expensive cafes 

and young shoppers. One landm ark is the 
eclectic Galleria Department Store.

W ing carries a ll sorts o f high-end items, 
w hile the East W ing  (in an all together 

d iffe rent bu ild ing to the righ t) carries 
almost exclusively luxu ry  brands and caters 

to  well-heeled shoppers o f real means.
О  10:30 am to 8 pm (Mon-Sat), 8:30 pm 
(Fri-Sun) (©02-3449-4114

Rodeo Street £Ш2 >|2| Cl, Cz This w inding 
road link ing  Apgujeong-dong and 
Cheongdam-dong is everything its famous 

namesake in Los Angeles is, m inus the palm 
trees. Th is is really Korea’s fashion mecca—  
design trends begin here and move to 

Dongdaemun afterwards. I f  you’ re looking 
fo r big-name foreign brands like Prada, 

Gucci, Dolce &C Gabbana, Cartier, G iorgio, 
A rm an i and Louis V u itton , you ’ve come to 
the righ t spot. In  add ition to  these flagship 

shops, the street also has beauty salons, 
high-end restaurants and movie theaters.

Galleria Department Store УУвю муэ  Ei
The most easily recognizable Apgujeong- 
dong landm ark, the west w ing o f this 

luxu ry  department store is covered w ith  
4,330 LED  glass disks tha t reflect ligh t in 
the day and are l i t  up a t n ight. The West

Galleria Department Store
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C h e o n g d a m - d o n g
N am ed fo r  a p a rtic u la r ly  nice pond th a t 

existed here some time in the distant past, 
C heo ngd am -dong  is n o w  the w ea lth ies t 

d is tr ic t  in  a ll o f Seoul. L ike  A pgu jeong- 
dong, i t  is know n fo r its upscale boutiques, 

d e s ig n e rs  a n d  c lu b s — o n ly  m o re  so. 
C h e o n g d a m -d o n g  a lso a tt ra c ts  a m ore  
mature c ro w d  than Apgujeong-dong, w ith  

lo ca l shoppers and pa tron s  ge nera lly  in 
the ir 30s and 40s.

Cheongdam-dong Gallery Street
Cheongdam-dong is more than just posh 
shops and cafes, m ind you. In recent years, 

it  has also become home to  a number o f  hot 

new a rt galleries that cater to young and 
financia lly endowed collectors. A bou t 50 
private ly owned galleries have gathered in 
the area, many specializing in cutting edge 

and experimental w ork  by up-and-coming 
artists. M ost o f the galleries can be found 

on the stretch o f road between Galleria

Garosu-gil
Garosu-gil—which basically translates as 
“ Tree-lined Street"—is perhaps as close 
to Paris as you'll find in Seoul. This 
pleasant little road is indeed lined with 
trees (ginkgo trees, to be precise), and is 
chock-full of European-style streetside 
cafes and wine bars, with some cozy 
boutiques and shops thrown in for good 
measure. Sure, the prices are a bit 
pretentiously high, but it does make for a 
nice breather from some of Seoul’s more, 
ahem, energetic neighborhoods. In part 
due to the influence of the popular US 
cable TV series “ Sex and the City," 
American-style brunch has also become 
something of a neighborhood fad.

Interestingly enough, the area started 
as an artists’ enclave, and many of the 
establishments still have a decidedly 
artsy feel to them, even if the artists 
themselves have since moved on to 
other neighborhoods.
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Department Store and Cheongdam-dong 

Catholic Church.

U s e d  L u x u r y  G o o d s
W hile  Cheongdam-dong plays host to  the 
c ity ’s largest concentration o f luxury  brand 

names, Apgujeong-dong has a num ber o f 
cons ignm ent shops th a t sell used lu x u ry  

goods fo r up to  60%  o f f  w hat you ’d spend 
fo r them new.

E a t in g  a n d  D r in k in g
W hen you ’ re done shopping , Apgujeong- 

d o n g  a n d  C h e o n g d a m - d o n g  a re  
o v e r flo w in g  w ith  ch ic  (and steep) cafes, 

bars and restaurants. As w ith  shopping , 
places in  Cheongdam-dong tend to be more 

expensive. The area around Dosan Park in 

Cheongdam-dong, in  particu lar, is famous 
fo r  its well-designed cafes.

W h i le  n o t  A p g u je o n g - d o n g  o r  
C heongdam -dong , the nearby tre e -line d  

street o f Garosu-gil also has a large number 
o f trendy bars, cafes and restaurants.

The Apgujeong-dong, Sinsa-dong and 
Nonhyeon-dong areas are filled with places 
to eat, drink and be merry.

• Samwon Garden A3 One of the best 
meat restaurants in all of Seoul, this place 
has been around since 1976 and is owned by 
the father of LPGA golfer Grace Park. In 
addition to the wonderful food, it has a 
beautiful Korean-style garden. (02-548- 
З0 3 0 )

• Take Urban D3 Organic coffees and teas. 
(02-512-7978)

• Homyeondang H2 Specializes in 
organically made noodles. (02-511-9517)

• Mercado ВДале C4 Wonderful Brazilian 
barbeque place that will fill you up with 
enough red meat to last you a lifetime. (02- 
515-3288)

• Sanbong Hwaro Gui ttStiSTwi q2 Does 
really high-quality barbecued meats, 
included Wagyu beef. And as a bonus, it ’s 
reasonably priced. (02-546-2229)

• Saemaeul SikdangAHQt*^° C2 More grilled 
Korean meats done right. (02-6404-9989)

• Eric’s New York Steak House The Yeoksam- 
dong branch of the Korean New York-style 
steak house chain. (02-2155-1636)

• Oriental Spoon C3 A cafe-like eatery 
specializing in Southeast Asian cuisine, 
particularly noodle dishes, with some 
Japanese and Chinese dishes. (02-512-0916)

• Ganga ,| B i This Indian cuisine is a bit 
pricey, but the food is good and the 
atmosphere refined. (02-2055-3610)

• Gorilla in the Kitchen A3 This stylish 
restaurant specializes in healthy, beautifully 
prepared dishes. Emphasis on the “ healthy” : 
the restaurant menu breaks each dish down by 
nutrients and kcals. (02-3442-1688)

• Lab XXIV Ci Started by Korean celebrity 
chef Edward Kwon, this trendy eatery in 
Cheongdam-dong serves high quality 
contemporary cuisine at reasonable cost. 
(02-511-4523)
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C O E X  M a l l  ( S a m s e o n g - d o n g )  c2

Located in  the landm ark  Korea W orld  T rade Center (K W T C ) com p lex o f 
Samseong-dong, COEX M a ll is the largest underground mall in Asia. W ith  over 
260 shops, it's a great place to go on a rainy day. A  very popular destination for 
foreign visitors, it  has everything you’d expect in a mammoth shopping mall—  
stores, restaurants, cafes, a very popular movie theater, Korea’s best aquarium, 
even a museum dedicated to  Korea’s g ift to global culinary cuisine— kimchi. Also 
part o f the complex are tw o  luxury hotels and one o f Seoul’s best casinos. Just 
across from  the m a ll is Bongeunsa Temple, one o f Seoul’s biggest Buddhist 

temples.

Buddha of Bongeunsa Temple looks out upon COEX
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S h o p p in g
As one o f the biggest malls in Asia, CO EX 
M a ll is a p lace w here you can f in d  jus t 

a b o u t a n y th in g  under the sun. The best 
p lace to  score lu x u ry  goods is H yu n d a i 

Department Store, adjacent to  the m all. For 
c lothes-hounds, g loba l casual brands like 

N ik e  and L e v i’s are represented , as are 
many Korean designers.

The C O E X  branch o f Korean bookseller 
Bandi &  Lun i’s is one o f the best places in 

K o re a  to  f in d  E ng lish -langu age  bo oks . 
N e a rb y  is Evan M u s ic , one o f  K o re a ’s 

largest shops fo r music and movies.

д Э

Seven Luck Casino

Seven Luck Casino’s Gangnam branch is 
located at the Convention Annex 
Building of COEX Center in Samseong- 
dong. Like most of Korea’s other 
casinos, it’s strictly for foreigners but if 
you like to gamble, it's a fun place with 
an interesting East-meets-West 
atmosphere. All the favorite games— 
blackjack, Baccarat, Tai-Sai, roulette, 
Caribbean poker and slot machines— 
are represented. Hours: 24 hours, 365 
days a year. (02-3466-6100)

Bongeunsa Temple

Just across from the Korea World Trade 
Center complex is the Buddhist temple 
of Bongeunsa, one of Seoul’s largest, it 
was founded in 794, and although the 
temple was heavily damaged during the 
Korean War, a few old buildings 
survived, along with some precious 
examples of Buddhist art. Temple stay 
programs are available. The 23 meter 
tall statue of the Maitreya Buddha cuts 
an impressive figure as it looks out 
upon Korea World Trade Center 
skyscraper. Getting There: Exits 5 and 6 
o f Samseong Station, Line 2.
(02-545-1448, www.bongeun.org)

Movie Theater The C O E X  MegaBox 
C incplex hgg 26 screens and

features popular H o llyw ood  releases and 

commercial Korea hits.

COEX Aquarium
C O E X  Aquarium  is fascinating place and a 
great place to  w a lk around even i f  you 

don ’t  pa rticu larly  fancy marine creatures in 
general. Especially cool is the “ undersea 

tunnel,”  where you can get a bo ttom ’s up 
view o f a w ide variety o f sea life, including 
sharks. ©  10 am to 8 pm ^ 1 7 ,5 0 0  won 
©  02-6002-6200

Kimchi Field Museum a*i«mg
Yep, i t ’s a museum tha t’s all about kim chi. 
K im c h i re lic s , k im c h i d is p la y s , k im c h i 

ta s t in g  ro o m s , k im c h i in  a r t,  a k im c h i 
store— more k im chi than you can shake a 
stick at.
©  10 am to 6 pm (Tue-Sun). Closed 
Mondays gg 3,000 won ©  02-6002-6456

Coex Aquarium (top). Kimchi Field Museum (bottom)

http://www.bongeun.org
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P e r f o r m in g  A rts  in  G a n g n a m

The Gangnam area is home to several m ajor perform ing arts venues, including the 
massive Seoul A rts  Center com plex and the N a tiona l Gugak Center, Korea’s 
leading center fo r Korean traditional music and dance.

Seoul Arts Center dlsaiBS A4 Seoul Arts 

Center showcases the diversity o f Korea’s 
cu ltu ra l traditions,d including five arts 
build ings, each devoted to  a d ifferent genre 

in  a single compound. The Opera House, 
designed w ith  a ro o f resembling a 

trad itiona l Korean aristocrat’s hat, is a 
seven-story bu ild ing that includes the 

2,300-seat Opera Center fo r marquee 
operas, the 700-seat Towol Theater for 

plays, and the Jayu Theater for 
experimental productions. Korea’s national 
ballet and opera companies are based at the 

A rts  Center. The M usic H a ll is Korea’s first 
exclusively music-focused performance hall, 

w ith  a 2,523-seat Concert H a ll and a more 
intim ate Recital H a ll. I t ’s also home base to  
Korea’s national choir, the Korea and Seoul 

symphony orchestras, and the Seoul 
Perform ing Arts company.

Also included in the Seoul Arts Center 

com plex are the Hangaram A rt Museum,

Seoul Calligraphy A rt Museum and 
Hangaram Design Museum.

® Take Bus No. 4429 from Exit 5 of Nambu 
Bus Terminal Station, Line 3 ®  02-580-1300 
6 www.sac.or.kr

National Gugak Center A4 Located

adjacent to  Seoul Arts Center, the center is 
comprised o f tw o  theaters, an ou tdoor 

performance area and a trad itiona l 
perform ing arts museum. Every Saturday at 
5 pm from  M ay through December, the 

Yeakdang Theater presents a 90 minute 
show o f trad itiona l Korean fo lk  songs, 

drum m ing, pansori and court dances fo r 
on ly  10,000 won per seat. From early M ay 
to  early December, the Umyeondang 

Theater presents a show w ith  sim ilar 
content at the same price, but performed by 

younger artists. ® Take Bus No. 4429 
(green) after getting off at Nambu Bus 
Terminal Station, Line 3, Exit 5 ©  02-580- 
3300 6 www.gugak.go.kr

Seoul Arts Center (left), National Gugak Center

http://www.sac.or.kr
http://www.gugak.go.kr
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Lo t t e  W o r l d  Q a m s i l )

L o tte  W orld  is no t jus t an am usem ent p a rk — i t ’s its  p ra c tic a lly  o w n  c ity . 
According to  one 2002 survey, i t  is the seventh most popular amusement park in 
the w orld . This sprawling complex in Seoul’s Jamsil neighborhood includes the 
w o r ld ’s largest indoor amusement park, an ou tdoo r amusement park, a fo lk  
museum, a department store, a m ajor luxury hotel and Korea’s best ice skating 
rink. I f  you have kids, they’ ll love it. Big kids w ill find plenty o f things to do, too. 
Also nearby is the beautiful Seokchon Lake, which makes fo r fine walks.
©  9:30 am to 10 pm (Mon to Thu) 9:30 am to 11 pm (Fri to Sun) ^  38,000 won (day pass),
26,000 won (day admission); 31,000 won (night pass, after 4 pm), 22,000 won (night 
admission, after 4 pm) 15,500 won (night admission, after 7 pm). Reduced admission for youth 
and children. @ Exit 4 of Jamsil Station, Line 2 and 8 ©  02-411-2000 6 www.lotteworld.com

Indoor Park “ Adventure,”  Lotte W orld ’s 
indoor amusement park, is tru ly  a sight to 
behold: fou r floors o f fun, covered by a 

V ictorian-style glass dome— the scale is 
almost surreal. In the center is a fine indoor 

ice skating rink  tha t’s popular w ith  young 
couples. You’ve got your fu ll assortment o f

games and rides, w ith  festivals, parades, 

ligh t shows and other spectacles th row n  in 
fo r good measure. You can get a good view 

o f  the complex from  the m onora il that 
takes you around both the indoor and 

ou tdoor parks.

Outdoor park, Lotte World

http://www.lotteworld.com
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Seongnae Stn. (line 2)

1

Olympic Park 

Jamsil Stn. (line 2 ) Q

■ L o t t e  
Lotte ArtBf 
( B a l l *

Seokchon

Sincheon Stn. (line 2)
Sports Stadium 
Complex Stn. (line 2)

rden 5

Outdoor Park The ou tdoor park is known 
as “ M agic Is land," because i t ’s bu ilt on an 
island in  Seokchon Lake. Like Disneyland, 

i t ’s got a big magic castle. Here you have 
another w ide range o f  rides and games, 
includ ing the ever-popular G yro  D rop 

which drops you 70 meters in  2 seconds. 

There are also boat excursions on the lake.

Folk Museum The popular Folk Museum is 
Lotte ’s con tribu tion  to Korea’s cu ltu ra l 
heritage. Here you ’ ll find  an exh ib it hall 

w ith  Korean cu ltu ra l relics, m iniature 
palaces and villages, a performance hall and 

more.

Seokchon Lake O rig ina lly  a tribu ta ry  
o f the Hangang River, this body o f water 
was turned in to  an artific ia l lake in  1971; 
later road construction sp lit the lake in tw o. 

The 2.5 km -w ide lake makes fo r one o f 
Seoul’s best w a lk ing  and jogging areas and 
is pa rticu larly  nice a t n ight when Lotte 

W orld 's M agic Island is l i t  up.

Olympic Park ^ и ц.15У  Dedicated to  one o f 
Seoul’s watershed moments, its hosting o f 
the 1988 Summer O lym p ic Games,

O lym p ic  Park is one o f the c ity ’s nicest 
pieces o f  greenery. Th is massive park is 
home to  several large stadiums and arenas 

bu ilt fo r the O lym p ic Games, a plethora o f 
monuments and sculptures (including the

impressive W orld  Peace Gate), grass fields, 
sports facilities and even a velodrome. 

Ponds and pleasure pavilions add to  the 
experience. O f more historical interest is 
Mongchon Toseong Fortress, an ancient 

earthen fortress constructed by the 
kingdom  o f Baekje (18BC-660AD), which 

established its firs t capital hereabouts. The 
area was excavated during the construction 

o f the O lym p ic stadiums, provid ing a 
valuable glimpse o f  life  in  that era. The 
fortress is contained w ith in  the confines o f 

the park. O lym p ic Park’s stadiums are now 
frequently used as concert venues, 
particu larly when popular international 

acts come to  town.

@ Jamsil Station and Jamsillaru Station, Line 2; 
Olympic Park Station, Line 5; Mongchontoseong 
Station, Line 8

Olympic Park
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G e t t in g  A r o u n d  S e o u l

S e o u l  C it y  B u s e s

Seoul has a comprehensive bus system that 
provides easy access to/from all parts of the 
city and beyond. The bus system, which is 
highly efficient but labyrinthine, is comprised 
of three different types of buses: ilban 
(“ regular” ), ywoseofc (“ seated”  express) and 
maeul (“ town”  or neighborhood). Bus 
service begins around 4:30 am and ends 
around 1 am. Over 8,500 city buses and 400 
express buses are used to transport 
Seoulites every day. There are literally 
hundreds of available bus routes in Seoul 
and a comprehensive, searchable map is 
available online at http://bus.seoul.go.kr

•  Ilban buses: Operating throughout the city, 
ilban buses are identified by three different 
colors: blue, green and yellow. Blue buses 
connect suburban areas to downtown Seoul. 
Green buses circulate within a particular 
district, connecting residential areas with 
subway lines and bus terminals. Yellow 
buses (with reduced fare of 900 won) can be 
found in downtown Seoul, concentrating on 
major tourist, shopping and business 
district.

•  Jwaseok buses: These city express coaches 
are red and provide comfortable, speedy 
transport for inter-city commuters from 
neighboring cities such as llsan, Bundang, 
Suwon and Incheon. Every passenger is seated 
and base fare is higher (1,700-1,800 won).
•  M aeul buses: Bright green in color and 
significantly smaller in size, these “ village” 
buses serve local micro-routes usually 
connecting a few adjacent neighbourhoods 
with the nearby subway station (reduced 
fare of 700 won)

Bus fare is 1,050 won and is payable upon 
boarding with cash or transit card (see TIPS 
for more info). Like the subway, it operates 
on a multi-zone system and using a T-Money 
card offers a 100 won discount per fare. 
Transfers to/from subway and other buses, 
up to 30 minutes, are included with the 
fare—be sure to swipe the card on the 
sensor when disembarking to register your 
transfer or end the fare calculation of your 
journey. (Also note that lower maeul bus or 
yellow bus fares are upgraded to base fare 
rates when transferring to subway or other 
normal fare buses.)

S u b w a y

Seoul metro is extremely easy to navigate 
(each subway line is color-coded and 
numbered) and all signage, maps and 
announcements are in English—without

http://bus.seoul.go.kr
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: :

doubt the best method of public transportation 
for visitors. Subway service begins around 5am 
and ends around midnight. Travel time between 
stations is approximately 2 minutes; additional 5 
minutes for transfers. Pick up a map at any 
station or tourist info kiosk. Refer to www.smrt. 
co.kr; cybermap available at www.seoulmetro. 
co.kr/eng

A subway map is also included in the book.
The subway, like the bus, operates on a multi

zone system: base fare covers the first 10 km and 
each additional 5 km is charged 100 won. 
Transfers are free. Using a T-money or transit 
card, base fare is 1,050 won. Using a single
journey card, available at ticket dispensing 
machines located at every station, the basic fare 
is 1,150 plus 500 won deposit which is returned 
with the card at deposit return devices similarly 
situated at each station.

For tourists wanting to do a lot of running 
around on both the bus and subway, the prepaid 
Seoul Citypass (15,000 won for i-day pass;
25,000 won for 2-day; 35,000 won for 3-day) is 
good for up to 20 bus or subway rides daily 
(including free transfers), unlimited rides on 
Seoul City Tour Bus and coupons for admissions 
and attractions. It is non-transferrable and non- 
refundable.

Cy c l in g

Seoul is not the most bicycle-friendly city in the 
world. Between the hills and —more 
importantly—the aggressive drivers, you’re best 
off leaving the bike at home. The city is trying to 
improve the situation, opening up bike paths in 
some neighborhoods and operating free bike 
rentals similar to the Velib System in Paris—for

T - M o n e y /
T r a n s p o r t a t io n  C a r d s

The most cost-efficient means of 
using the public transportation 
system is to use a Т-Money or 
transportation card. A Т-Money card 
is more convenient and offers 
discounted fares on all public 
transportation. Fares are 100 won 
less when you use the Т-Money card 
rather than cash, and discounts are 
offered on transfers. When you 
transfer within 30 minutes of exiting 
the bus, the base fare remains the 
same for rides up to 10 km, and 100 
won is added for each additional 5 
km traveled. To register a transfer, 
the Т-Money card must be swiped 
when you exit the bus, too.

AT-Money card costs 
approximately 2,500 won and can be 
purchased at automated machines 
in every subway station or in local 
convenience stores (Family Mart, 
GS25, Buy the Way and 7-Eleven). 
These cards can be recharged easily 
at an automated machine in the 
subway station. Another option is a 
credit-based transportation card, 
including debit cards, credit cards 
and e-cards. These cards tabulate 
the amount spent each month and 
deduct the total fare in one charge.

Many taxis offer a free interpretation 
service via phone, but it is a good 
idea to have your destination written 
down in Korean to show your driver 
(For basic Korean expressions, see 
P7 0 8 ). Tipping is not expected.

http://www.smrt
http://www.seoulmetro


1 5 8  S e o u l  S e l e c t io n  G u id e s : K o r e a

example, in the scenic Bukchon area. But 
things are still at a rudimentary stage. One 
area that is rather pleasant to bike around is 
the Hangang River area. Hangang River 
Citizen's Park (see P 1 4 0 ) and Ttukseom 
Seoul Forest (see P 1 4 3 ) have bike paths (in 
the case of Hangang River Park, 3 6 .9  km of 
bike paths), with a number of bike rentals 
along the way. The rental fee is 3,000 won 
per hour, or 6 ,0 0 0  won for a bike for two.

Ha n g a n g  R iv e r  W a t e r  Ta x i

In an attempt to lessen daily commuter 
traffic and frustration, Seoul Metropolitan 
City now offers the “ Express Shuttle,” an 
express water taxi service from Ttukseom to 
Yeouido and from Jamsil to Yeouido. Travel 
time from Ttukseom to Yeouido on the water 
taxi is 14 minutes. Morning commute water 
taxis run every 20 minutes between the 
hours of 7:10 am and 8:30 am, and evening 
commute water taxis run every 20 minutes 
from 6:30 pm to 8 pm. The last evening taxi 
departs from the station at 7:30 pm. Water 
taxi fare is 5,000 won each way, and each 
taxi holds seven passengers. Reservations 
can be made by calling the reservation 
hotline between the hours of 9 am to 10 pm 
at 1588-3960. Reservations can also be 
made online, although the site is only 
available in Korean. See www.pleasantseoul. 
com for more information.

S e o u l  C i t y  To u r  B u s

The Seoul City Tour Bus offers tourists a 
comfortable and convenient means of 
transport between Seoul’s most notable 
tourist attractions. You can choose from four 
tours: a daytime downtown tour, 
Cheonggyecheon and palace tour (double 
decker bus), and two night tours, one in a 
single decker bus and the other in a double 
decker. The downtown tour costs 10,000 
won, while the night tour costs 5,000 won. 
The double-decker Cheonggyecheon and 
palace tour costs 12,000 won, while the 
double-decker night tour costs 10,000 won. 
The best part o f the single-decker tours is 
that you can get on and off as much as you 
like for the price of one ticket (the 
Cheonggyecheon/Palace tour allows you to 
get off only at the palaces, while the double- 
decker night tour is non-stop). Tourists with 
a Seoul City Tour Bus ticket receive 
considerable discounts on admissions to the 
sites along the route. Also, each bus offers 
information about the sites visited in Korean, 
English, French, Japanese and Chinese. No 
tours on Monday. Buses depart from in front 
of Donghwa Duty Free Shop near Exit 6 of 
Gwanghwamun Station, Line 5. For more 
information, call 02-777-6090 or visit www. 
seoulcitybus.com.
• D owntown Tour: 9 am to 9 pm (last 
departure, 7 pm). Buses depart every 30 
minutes • N ight Tour: Bus departs at 8 pm
• C heonggyecheon/Palace Tour: Every hour 
from 10 am to 5 pm • N ight Tour (double 
decker): 8 pm

http://www.pleasantseoul
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G e t t in g  т о / f r o m  S e o u l

A ir

Incheon International Airport is Korea’s 
primary gateway for destinations to and 
from overseas, but Gimpo Airport, about 40 
minutes west o f downtown Seoul, handles 
most of the city’s domestic air travel needs. 
All of Korea’s domestic airports are 
connected to Gimpo, but, truth be told, most 
travelers to Korea won’t find much need for 
it—Korea’s just not that big, and most 
destinations are more easily reached via bus 
or train. In fact, the only time you’re likely to 
take a domestic flight is when you visit 
Korea’s scenic island of Jeju-do.
Getting to Gimpo Airport: The easiest way to 
get to Gimpo is via Seoul Subway Line 5. If 
you prefer the bus, many limousine buses to 
Incheon International Airport stop at Gimpo 
Airport along the way—see www.airport. 
co.kr for details on stops and times.

T r a in

Seoul has three primary train stations. By far 
the largest is Seoul Station, the northern 
terminus of Korea’s Gyeongbu (Seoul— 
Busan) railway line. This line services Seoul, 
Daejeon, Daegu, Busan and a slew of 
smaller cities in central and southeast Korea. 
From Seoul, the KTX express train to Busan 
takes just under three hours.

Seoul’s second most important train 
station is Yongsan Station, the northern 
terminus of the Honam Line, which services 
destinations in southwest Korea, including 
Daejeon’s Seodaejeon Station, Iksan, Jeonju, 
Gwangju and Мокро. From Seoul, the KTX 
express train to Мокро takes three hours, 10 
minutes. The other major train station in 
Seoul is Cheongnyangni Station, in the

northeastern part of town. This station 
handles rail traffic to destinations in eastern 
Korea, especially in the province of 
Gangwon-do, but also cities and towns in 
central Korea like Wonju, Danyang and 
Andong.

B u s
•  Express Buses: Buses depart Seoul from 
four major terminals: Seoul Express Bus 
Terminal (Gangnam Gosok Terminal), Dong 
Seoul Bus Terminal, Sangbong Bus Terminal 
and Nambu Bus Terminal.

• Seoul Express Bus Terminal: This two- 
building terminal is the main departure point 
for travel between Seoul and other major cities. 
For tickets and logistical information, call 
02-536-6460-2 or visit www.kobus.co.kr. To 
reach the terminal, take subway Line 3 or 7 or 9 
to Express Bus Terminal Station, Exit 1 or 7.

• Dong Seoul Bus Terminal: Serves similar 
destinations to Seoul Express Bus Terminal, 
but with fewer options and less frequent 
service. For ticket information, call 1688- 
5979. The terminal is adjacent to Gangbyeon 
Station, Line 2, Exit 3.

• Sangbong Bus Terminal: Operates routes 
to Cheongju, Daejeon, Jeonju and Gwangju. 
For ticket information call 02-323-5885. Take 
Line 7 to Sangbong Station, Exit 2.

• Nambu Bus Terminal: Operates to 
southern destinations like Pyeongtaek, 
Yongin, Anseong and Osan. For ticket 
information, call 02-521-8550. Take Line 3 to 
Nambu Terminal Station, Exit 5.

http://www.airport
http://www.kobus.co.kr
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A c c o m m o d a t i o n  L is t

G w a n g h w a m u n  A r e a

ф  Seoul Plaza Hotel
Central location near City Hall makes this an 
ideal location for businessmen. ^  280.000-
5.000,000 won A  23 Taepyeongno 2-ga, 
Jung-gu ®  02-771-2200 6 www. 
hoteltheplaza.com/eng

ф  Westin Chosun Korea’s
oldest international hotel, established in 
1914, but recently refurbished with state-of- 
the-art facilities and Western-style services.
ф  220,000- 1,500.000 won л  87 Sogong- 
dong, Jung-gu ®  02-771-0500 6  http://twc. 
echosunhotel.com

ф  Koreana Hotel яаюшжм д prime 
central location just across the road from 
City Hall, Seoul Plaza and Korea Press Center 
and within easy walking distance of many 
more key institutions, 72,000- 900,000 
won A  61-1 Taepyeong-ro 1-ga, Jung-gu ®
02-2171-7000 6 www.koreanahotel.com

t Best W estern-New Seoul Hotel
s-SII—S Tf-MSSI’! Another centrally- 

located hotel, boasting excellent business 
facilities such as a dedicated business 
center and high-speed Internet service in 
each room, d i 126,000- 261,000 won A  29-1 
Taepyeongno 1(il)-ga, Jung-gu ®  02-735- 
8800 6  www.bestwesternnewseoul.co.kr

ф  Holiday Inn Seongbuk Seoul
оМ й® Recently expanded and re-opened as a 
five-star business hotel, with diverse facilities for 
all-round comfort. ^  USS 160-330 A  3-1343 
Jongam-dong, Seongbuk-gu ®  02-929-2000 
(5 www.holiday.co.kr/eng/index.htm

О  Biwon Hotel UIS$- Located just 10 
minutes away from Changdeokgung Palace, 
Changgyeonggung Palace and Jongmyo shrine, 
this is a good hotel for sightseeing. 
ф  100,000- 160,000 won A  36 Wonnam-

ф  Luxury Hotel 0  Hanok Guesthouse

ф  Mid-Range Hotel ф  Guesthouse or Hostels

ф  Service Residence

dong, Jongno-gu ®  02-763-5555 6 www. 
biwonhotel.com

ф  Hotel SunBee Ideal for both 
tourists and business travelers thanks to its 
location in Insa-dong, this hotel also prides 
itself on the best service. ^  77,000-
110.000 won A  198-11 Gwanhun-dong.
Jongno-gu ®  02-730-3451 6  www. 
hotelsunbee.com

О  Anguk Guesthouse
Provides traditional Korean-style rooms and 
hotel-standard comfort. Nearby parks and 
forest offer exercise and relaxation in a 
natural environment. Located in a beautiful 
neighborhood between the Gyeongbokgung 
and Changdeokgung palaces. Built under 
the supervision o f the Korean Tradition 
Preservation Center of Seoul, ф  50,000-
80.000 won A  72-3 Anguk-Dong, Jongno-gu 
®  02-736-8304 6 www.anguk-house.com/ 
lodging.htm

Ф  Bukchon 72 Guest House
Experience the unique feel of a totally 
remodeled Korean traditional-style house at 
reasonable rates. Featuring Korean 
environmentally-friendly yellow earth walls 
and ondol (under-floor) heating, this guest 
house is located in a key cultural 
neighborhood and prides itself on its 
friendly staff. A great place to stay for a 
Korean sojourn with some character.
Л  40,000 (single)-90,000 won (triple) A  72 
Gye-dong, Jongno-gu ®  010-6711-6717 
8 www.bukchon72.com

Ф  Rak-Ko-Jae Meticulously 
renovated by a Korean master carpenter 
according to traditional principles, Rak-Ko- 
Jae is not simply a traditional guesthouse.
It’s a cultural space where guests can 
experience the elegance of Korean 
traditional food, music, dance, art, poetry 
and the dignity of past scholars—as well as

http://twc
http://www.koreanahotel.com
http://www.bestwesternnewseoul.co.kr
http://www.holiday.co.kr/eng/index.htm
http://www.anguk-house.com/
http://www.bukchon72.com
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Somerset Palace. Seoi Fhe Shilla Seoul Park Hyatt Hotel

lodging. The ultimate cultural guesthouse 
experience within Seoul. Л  180,000-
450.000 won A  98 Gye-dong, Jongno-gu 
(£) 02-742-3410 / 010-8555-1407 (En)
6 www.rkj.co.kr

О  Seoul Guesthouse
Traditional Korean guesthouse located in a 
historic, protected neighborhood between 
two palaces. Within 15 minutes walk of Insa- 
dong. A chance to stay in an atmospheric 
area at reasonable prices, d i  40,000-
220.000 won A  135-1 Gye-dong, Jongno-gu 
©  02-745-0057 6 www.seoull10.com

О  Sophia Guest House ^ hiom iaes^ a
A rare surviving example of a detached royal 
palace, Sophia Guest House makes use of 
buildings dating back more than 150 years. 
Staying here is a wonderful opportunity to 
experience the sense of time and Korean 
aesthetics offered by such traditional hanok 
architecture. Lying in the beautiful and 
tranquil cultural quarter of Bukchon, the 
guest house offers both a relaxing 
atmosphere and easy access to some of 
Seoul’s most attractive tourist spots.
Suitable for both tourists and business 
travelers. ^  35,000- 70,000 won A  157-1 
Sogyeok-dong, Jongno-gu ©  02-720-5467 
6  www.sophiagh.com

О  Tea Guest House El >il4xE6t°A Buj|t 
carefully over a long period by skilled 
carpenters, Tea Guest House is another 
traditional-style establishment, opened in 
2006. All rooms are in buildings made from 
old pine, bamboo and loess, which, together 
with the ondol heating system in winter, 
make for a healthy and relaxing night’s

sleep. The guest house also boasts an 
attractive Korean-style courtyard and 
garden, and guests can sample the delights 
of Korean tea. This guest house is also 
situated in the attractive Bukchon cultural 
quarter, ф  60,000 (single)-160,000 won 
(special room) A  15-6 Gye-dong, Jongno-gu 
©  02-3675-9877 6 www.teaguesthouse.com

О  Yim’s House
Another reasonably-priced hotel very close 
to Changdeokgung Palace, Jongmyo Shrine 
and Insa-dong. ^  35,000- 45,000 won A  33 
Waryong-dong, Jongno-gu ©  02-747-3332 
6 www.seoulbusinesshotel.com

О  Holiday in Korea Hostel з а д о р а
£ lots v. Located just a teapot’s throw from 
Insa-dong, it offers easy walking access to 
the best of Seoul’s old palaces and 
traditional neighborhoods, ф  17,000-
44,000 won a  53 Ikseon-dong, Jongno-gu 
©  02-3672-3113 6 www.holidayinkorea.com

О  Banana Backpackers
Formerly named Seoul Backpackers, this 
Insa-dong establishment has now been 
colorfully rebranded and named after a 
popular yellow fruit. A good range of 
facilities includes free laundry, free luggage 
storage, free (wireless) Internet access and 
more (see website), ф  20,000 (dorm bed, 
off-peak)-65,000 won (family room, off-peak) 
A  30-1 Ikseon-dong, Jongno-gu ©  02-3672- 
1973 6 www.bananabackpackers.com

О  Beewon Guest House
Located next to Changdeokgung Palace. 
Facilities include dormitory rooms, private 
rooms, a family room, an ondol room with a 
heated floor, a kitchen, computers with

http://www.rkj.co.kr
http://www.seoull10.com
http://www.sophiagh.com
http://www.teaguesthouse.com
http://www.seoulbusinesshotel.com
http://www.holidayinkorea.com
http://www.bananabackpackers.com
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Internet and a washing machine, d i  19,000 
(dorm)-65,000 won (room for three) A  28-2 
Unni-dong Jongno-gu ®  02-765-0670 
6  www.beewonguesthouse.com/en/

О  Guesthouse Korea ^ i^s i^A aa io f
Boasts a typical full portfolio of guest house 
facilities, as well as employing young Korean 
volunteers who enjoy sharing Korean culture 
and society with guests, ф  18,000 (dorm)-
40.000 won (double) a  155-1, Gwonnong- 
dong, Jongno-gu ©  02-3675-2205 6  www. 
guesthouseinkorea.com

Q  Hostel Korea $ ^ 2 B | 0|
This guest house's proximity to the huge 
shopping area in Dongdaemun means it is 
ideal for those whose number one priority in 
Seoul is picking up bargain clothes and shoes. 

ф  25,000 (dorm)-65,000 won (triple ensuite) 
A  178-65 Sungin-dong. Jongno-gu 
© 02-762-7406 6 www.hostelkorea.com

О  Fraser Suites Serviced 
Residences ж зм х щ гц о ^  The first choice 
for expats with large budgets, these fully- 
serviced luxury apartments are ideally 
located in Insa-dong. Suitable for both 
temporary and long-term stays, ф  300,000-
800.000 won a  272 Nagwon-dong, Jongno- 
gu ©  02-6262-8282 6  httpV/seoul. 
frasershospitality.com/

О  Somerset Palace, Seoul
The other luxury-serviced residence suite 
near Insa-dong, offering a similarly rounded 
portfolio of services and facilities at similar 
prices. Mid- to long-term stays are also the 
norm here. ^  140,000- 260,000 won a  85 
Susong-dong, Jongno-gu ©  02-6730-8888 
6 www.somersetpalaceseoul.com

M y e o n g - d o n g  A r e a

ф  Lotte Hotel Seoul One of the
five branches of Lotte Hotel throughout 
Korea, this super-deluxe hotel hosts major 
international events. Renowned for its top- 
notch duty free shop, ф  350,000-
12,000,000 won A  1 Sogong-dong, Jung-gu 
©  02-771 -1000 6 www.lottehotel.com

U i  M illennium  Seoul Hilton Hotel
MS-MS v is  Located at the foot of Mt.
Namsan, offering splendid views of this 
island of green in central Seoul, ф  230,000-
360,000 won A  395 Namdaemunno 5(o)-ga 
©  02-753-7788 6 www.hilton.co.kr

<3}  Astoria Hotel oiaebioisi!
Chungmuro’s Astoria Hotel opened in 1959, 
making it one of Seoul’s oldest hotels. Its 
distinctive NewYork-style Italian restaurant, 
Bella Coolla 63, is a great place to enjoy 
genuine Western food, while the Astoria’s 
location makes it a good base for shopping 
and enjoying the bustling heart of Seoul.
Staff at the front desk speak English and 
Japanese. ^ 90,000- 144,000 won A  13-2 
Namhak-dong, Jung-gu ©  02-2268-7111

О  Myeong-dong Guest House
л- A guest house boasting the usual 

convenient points associated with a 
Myeong-dong location, this establishment 
claims to offer clean and modern facilities 
and cheaper prices than anywhere else in 
the area, ф  35,000- 45,000 won A  17 
Namsan-dong 3-ga Jung-gu ©  02-755-5437 
6  www.mdguesthouse.com

О  Namsan Guest House
Located on Mt. Namsan, where you can 
breathe the fresh air and take in the hill’s 
famous sites, ф  110,000 won (room for six) 
A  50-1 Namsan-dong 2-ga, Jung-gu 
©  02-752-6363 6 www.namsanguesthouse.com

ф  Seoul Backpackers д
newly-opened hostel located conveniently 
close to Seoul Station and Namdaemun 
Market—an area with few hostels. 
ф  45,000- 60,000 won A  205-125 
Namchang-Dong, Jung-gu ©  02-3672-1972 
6 www.seoulbackpackers.com

D o n g d a e m u n  A r e a

ф  The Shilla  Seoul Listed
among the top hotels in the world, the Shilla 
is a good place to head if you want 
no-expenses-spared comfort and refined 
cultural performances, ф  230,000-
7,200,000 won A  202 Jangchung-dong 2

http://www.beewonguesthouse.com/en/
http://www.hostelkorea.com
http://www.somersetpalaceseoul.com
http://www.lottehotel.com
http://www.hilton.co.kr
http://www.mdguesthouse.com
http://www.namsanguesthouse.com
http://www.seoulbackpackers.com
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ga. Jung-gu ®  02-2233-3131 6 www.shilla. 
net/en/seoul

ф  Grand Ambassador Seoul
Boasts a full hand of services and 

facilities following a recent 50-year 
anniversary renovation, d i  167.000- 413,000 
won a  186-54 Jangchung-dong 2(i)-ga, 
Jung-gu ®  02-2275-1101-9 6  https://grand. 
ambatel.com

О  Dongdaemun Hotel §:^5 A C0Zy 
yet practical and elegant second-class hotel.
S  70,000 won (single), 80,000 won (double) 
a  444-14 Changshin-dong, Jongno-gu 
©  02-741-7811

( j }  Windroad Guesthouse
5̂ -r— The guesthouse for theater-loving 
backpackers, Windroad is just one block from 
the gates of Sungkyunkwan University and 
close to culturally vibrant quarter of 
Daehangno. ф  11,000 (dorm)-60,000 won 
(room for four) A  85-5 Myeongnyun-dong
3-ga, Jongno-gu ©  02-6407-2013 6 www. 
backpackerkorea.net

Q  Travelers A Hostel жг«г|Аоцо|£л«
This hostel is within easy reach of all 
locations in the Dongdaemun area and offers 
pleasant walks along the stream in either 
direction, ф  40,000- 100,000 won A  106-2 
Jugyo-dong, Jung-gu ©  02-2285-5511, 
2265-2156 6  www.travelersa.com

О  Young Home Guest House &
Home Stay 3 £ * ia e 8M?a Thjs hoste, js 
very close to Korea University, one of Korea’s 
leading higher education institutions.
ф  900,000 won (one month) A  122-513 
Jegi-dong, Dongdaemun-gu ©  02-927-5546

S e o p a e m u n  A r e a

Ф  Grand Hilton Seoul
Seoul’s closest Super Deluxe Hotel to 
Incheon International Airport. Located 
outside the city center by a mountain 
offering fresher air, and connected to 
downtown areas by a shuttle bus service.
&  300,000- 3,000,000 won A  201 -1 
Hongeun-dong, Seodaemun-gu ©  02-3216- 
5656 6 www.grandhiltonseoul.com

О  Carpe Diem This
is a guest house for women only. Its location 
is ideal for those who want to enjoy the 
fashionable Hongdae (Hongik University) 
area, ф  20,000 won (all dorm beds) A  26 
Hansolgil, Mapo-gu ©  02-6497-6648 6 www. 
carpediemkorea.com

О  Kims* Guest House
This hostel is located near the Hangang 
River, as well as being just one subway stop 
away from the nightlife of Hongdae.
б9  18,000- 80,000 won A  443-16 Hapjeong- 
dong, Mapo-gu ©  02-337-9894 6  www. 
kimsguesthouse.com

О  Stay Korea Hostel а н ю в в д & а ц
Conveniently situated near the university 
areas of Hongdae and Sinchon, this hostel is 
run by a young couple that speaks French, 
English and Japanese. Free facilities include 
bicycles, 19,000 (dorm bed)-e0,000 won 
(four-person room) A  566-4 Yeonnam-dong, 
Mapo-gu ©  02-336-9026 6 www.staykorea. 
co.kr

Hamilton Hotel Grand Hilton Seoul Ulji-ro CO-OP Residence

http://www.shilla
https://grand
http://www.travelersa.com
http://www.grandhiltonseoul.com
http://www.staykorea
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Yo n g s a n  A r e a

(3)  Hotel Capital Located in the
Itaewon area, this hotel is in a practical 
location for those needing access to both 
the north and south of the Hangang River, 
t j i  180,000- 500,000 won A  22-76 Itaewon- 
dong, Yongsan-gu ®  02-6399-2000 6 www. 
hotelcapital.co.kr

О  Hamilton Hotel Plant
yourself in the middle o f pulsing Itaewon for 
the most cosmopolitan atmosphere 
available in Korea, ф  90,000- 213,000 won 
f t  119-25 Itaewon-dong, Yongsan-gu 
©  02-794-0171 6  www.hamilton.co.kr

G a n g n a m  A r e a

ф  COEX InterContinental Hotel
QjEiTiyv -'SL'i situated within the Korea 
World Trade Center complex, it offers great 
access to the various conference centers and 
exhibition halls nearby. ^ 1310,000-
2,800,000 won A  524 Bongeunsaro, 
Gangnam-gu ©  02-3452-2500 6 www.seoul. 
intercontinental.com

О  Grand InterContinental Seoul
HojEiyE|ti!|LMS Conveniently located near 
COEX and the Korea City Air Terminal, where 
luggage can be checked in before taking a 
limousine bus out to Incheon International 
Airport, ф  260,000- 3.340,000 won A  521 
Teheran-ro, Gangnam-gu ©  02-555-5656 
6  www.seoul.intercontinental.com/

<3 Im perial Palace Hotel упИУЗВУаз
^  Aims to provide a unique European 
ambiance and artistic interior at the heart of 
Gangnam. It is also home to Imperial Palace 
Medical Square, with a skincare clinic and 
dentistry that lets guests go home rested and 
healthier, ф  300,000-4 ,000,000 won 
a  313 Eunju-ro, Nonhyeon-dong, Gangnam-gu 
©  02-3440-8000 6 www.imperialpalace.co.kr

ф  JW M arrio t Seoul JwpHa|<HMSlBA»
Famed for being home to Asia’s biggest spa and 
fitness club, the hotel is well furnished with 
Japanese, Chinese, buffet, and grill restaurants

The Ritz-Carlton, Seoul Hotel

to restore the calories you burn off there. 
ф  328,000- 3,600,000 won A  19-3 Banpo- 
dong, Seocho-gu ©  02-6282-6262 6  www. 
jw-marriott.co.kr

ф  Park Hyatt Seoul —л'§
Regular deluxe rooms are spacious, boasting 
natural rock bathroom walls. The 24th-floor 
lobby offers breathtaking views of Seoul, 
ф  280,000- 545,000 won A  995-14 Daechi 
3(sam)-dong, Gangnam-gu © 02-2016-1234 
6 http://seoul.park.hyatt.com

Ф  Lotte Hotel World . ^  ^
Located slightly outside the center of Seoul, 
Lotte Hotel World is adjacent to the huge 
indoor theme park of Lotte World.
ф  310,000- 2,000,000 won A  40-1 Jamsil- 
dong, Songpa-gu ©  02-419-7000 6 www. 
lottehotelworld.com

ф  The Ritz-Carlton, Seoul
A chance to enjoy marble baths and Frette 
cotton linens from Italy. 210,000-
4,000,000 won A  602 Yeoksam-dong, 
Gangnam-gu ©  02-3451-8000 6 www. 
ritzcarltonseoul .com

ф  Novotel Am bassador Doksan, 
Seoul hLMHSStiHA-jc-j Describing itself as 
a business hotel, this place has the usual 
business facilities plus banquet halls, a 
wedding hall and three meeting rooms. 
ф  Available on request; varies according to 
date and nationality A  1030-1 Doksan 4(sa)- 
dong, Geumcheon-gu ©  02-838-1101 
6  www.ambatel.com/doksan

http://www.hamilton.co.kr
http://www.seoul
http://www.seoul.intercontinental.com/
http://www.imperialpalace.co.kr
http://seoul.park.hyatt.com
http://www.ambatel.com/doksan
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ф  Renaissance Seoul Hotel
S $E-': Selected by English language daily The 
Korean Times as Korea’s best city hotel in 
2000 and best food service in 2001. It is 
located in Gangnam and includes no less 
than 10 eating and drinking establishments. 

sS 312,000- 4,700,000 won A  676 Yeoksam- 
dong, Gangnam-gu ®  02-555-0501, 556-0601 
6  www.renaissanceseoul.com

ф  Seoul Palace Hotel д
hotel that prides itself on offering 
“ personalized” service to suit every guest.
Its arcade includes an art gallery, a skin 
management and a foot health center. 
iS  140,000- 330,000 won A  63-1 Banpo- 
dong, Seocho-gu <© 02-532-5000 6  www. 
seoulpalace.co.kr

О  Oakwood Premier COEX Center
sa^B S E io io i S9|A-SEi Another set of 
serviced residences offering accommodation 
for periods from one night to several years. 
Provides a shuttle bus service to key 
shopping and business locations. Situated 
near the COEX and World Trade Center 
complex. ^  255,300 won- A  159 
Samseong-dong, Gangnam-gu <£> 02-3466- 
7000 S  02-3466-7700 6  www. 
oakwoodpremier.co.kr

О  Seoul Residence ч'ёВДЭД This 
hotel in the Gangnam area is ideally located 
for access to the COEX complex, the City Air 
Terminal, Bongeun-sa Temple, LG Arts Center 
and much more. Stays of just one or two 
nights are possible, but several weeks or 
months is the norm. Accordingly, each room 
is equipped with laundry and cooking 
facilities. ^  110,000-150,000 won (per day), 
3,600,000-4,200,000 (per month) A  708-16 
Yeoksam-dong, Gangnam-gu ®  02-6202- 
3 1 006  www.seoulresidence.co.kr

H a n g a n g  R iv e r s id e  &  N e a r  

I n c h e o n  I n t e r n a t io n a l  A ir p o r t

ф  H yatt Regency Incheon srefsaj*oxi
This the only super-deluxe hotel in the 

immediate vicinity of Incheon Airport and is 
a nice place to eat Sunday brunch.

5  Available upon request; depends on date 
of stay A  2850-1 Unseo-dong, Jung-gu, 
Incheon Hyatt ®  032-745-1234 6 http:// 
hyattregencyincheon.com

ф  Sheraton Grande W alkerh ill Я2®
■ Offering outstanding views of Mt. 

Achasan and the Hangang River. First 
established in 1963, after which continuous 
renovation has created a truly classy hotel. 
ф  from 200,000 won A  21 Gwangjang- 
dong, Gwangjin-gu ®  02-455-5000 6 www. 
sheratonwalkerhill.co.kr

ф  W Seoul - W alkerh ill
Only 15 minutes from the financial heart of 
Seoul, the W is nonetheless situated in 180 
acres of parkland on a mountain overlooking 
the Hangang River. Its super-elegant design 
puts it head and shoulders above many 
other Seoul hotels and makes it 
unquestionably the place to stay for 
aesthetes, d i  375,000- 5,850,000 won A  21 
Gwangjang-dong, Gwangjin-gu ®  02-465- 
2222 6  www.wseoul.com

ф  Best Western Premier Incheon 
Airport ЭДАжздАЕшгюкя а а о у н й в а *  
Located close to Incheon International 
Airport, making it ideal for business 
travellers. &  120,000- 300,000 won 
A  2850-4 Unseo-dong, Jung-gu, Incheon 
®  032-743-1000 6 www.airporthotel.co.kr

ф  Hotel Dongseoul Ai§: This is a
hotel where the customer becomes a VIP as 
soon as he or she steps into the lobby, 
d i 100,000- 180,000 won A  595 Guui-dong, 
Gwangjin-gu ®  02-455-1100 (#0) 6 www. 
idshotel.co.kr

ф  Yoido Hotel Located in
Yeongdeungpo, an industrial area just on the 
south side of the Hangang River, this city-run 
hostel provides clean rooms, d i 115,000-
200,000 won A  10-3 Yeouido-dong. 
Yeongdeungpo-gu ®  02-782-0121 -9
6 www.yoidohotel.co.kr

http://www.renaissanceseoul.com
http://www.seoulresidence.co.kr
http://www.wseoul.com
http://www.airporthotel.co.kr
http://www.yoidohotel.co.kr




I n c h e o n  
&  Gy e o n g g i - d o

H i g h l i g h t s

•  E xp lore th e  h is to r ic  p o rt o f  Incheon , a ch a rm in g  m ix o f 
c o lo n ia l a rc h ite c tu re , exo tic  ta s te s  and hom e to  Korea’s 
la rg e s t C h in a to w n . S ongdo  New  City, m e a n w h ile , o ffe rs  a 
g lim p s e  a t Korea’s a m b itio u s , h ig h -te ch  fu tu re

•  Escape to  th e  W est Coast is land  o f G anghw ado  w ith  its  
b e a u tifu l B u d d h is t te m p le s , h is to r ic  fo rtre sse s  and g rea t 
sea food

•  E xperience  Cold W ar h is to ry  a t P anm unjeom  and exp lo re  
less to u r is te d  re g ions  o f  th e  D e m ilita r ize d  Zone (DM Z), 
th e  iro n ic a lly  nam ed b o rd e r be tw een  N o rth  and S ou th  
Korea

•  W a lk  a lo n g  th e  18 th  ce n tu ry  c ity  w a lls  o f S uw on , a 
m a s te rp ie ce  o f  e n g in e e rin g  and de s ig n , and  th e  e p ito m e  
o f  th e  Korean rena issance

•  Take th e  k id d ie s  to  Everland, Korea’s an sw e r to  
D isn e yw o rld  and one o f  th e  m o s t p o p u la r the m e  pa rks  in 
th e  w o rld

•  S tro ll a m id s t th e  ro ya l to m b s  o f th e  Joseon Dynasty, 
b e a u tifu l exa m p le s  o f Korean tra d it io n a l land scap in g  
re ce n tly  re g is te re d  w ith  UNESCO



SEOUL SELECTION GUIDES

■ jj^ ™



О  Ufjfrongbu 5m

JchukSln

Guksu Sin. 

1

FORTRESS

The  Ca p it a l  Re g io n

E nc irc ling  th e  c ity  o f  S eou l, th e  p rov ince  o f  G yeongg i-do  is 

e s s e n tia lly  S e o u l’s b a ckya rd . For th e  la s t s ix  c e n tu rie s , its  

h is to ry  has been in t im a te ly  t ie d  w ith  th a t o f  S eou l; in  fac t, its  

nam e lite ra lly  tra n s la te s  as “ P rovince Near th e  C a p ita l.”  

G yeongg i-do  fo rm s  w ith  S eou l th e  e co nom ic , p o lit ic a l,  soc ia l 

and c u ltu ra l h e a rt o f  Korea. C om b ined , th e  S e o u l-G y e o n g g i-d o - 

Incheon  area acco u n ts  fo r  n e a rly  5 0 %  o f Korea’s p o p u la tio n .

There ’s p le n ty  to  see in  th e  p rov ince , a lm o s t a ll o f  it  w ith in  an 

easy day t r ip ’s d is ta n ce  fro m  S eou l. Th is  in c lu d e s  th e  b e a u tifu l 

scenery o f th e  W est Sea coa s t, th e  h is to r ic  fo r tre s s  to w n  o f 

S uw on, and th e  exo tic  s ite s , sou nds  and ta s te s  o f Incheon . 

A long  the  no rthe rn  fro n tie r  o f  the  prov ince , w h ich  fo rm s the  

bo rde r w ith  N o rth  Korea, th e  DMZ and the  tru ce  v illa g e  o f 

Panm unjeom  are ta n g ib le  ev idence o f Korea’s p a in fu l recent past.

Tri-Bowl. Songdo New City. Incheon
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I n c h e o n  ^

Perhaps best known fo r the dram atic Korean W ar battle tha t bears its name, 
Incheon has served as the w orld ’s gateway to  Korea fo r more than a century. Even 
today, it  is Korea’s primary port o f entry, w ith  more than 20,000 travelers passing 
in and out o f Incheon International A irp o rt every day. In  the era o f steam and sail, 
the c ity ’s old town— then known as Jemulpo (or Chemulpo)— played host to a 
heady m ix  o f races, cu ltu res, re lig ions  and languages as the adventurous, 
ambitious, desperate and devout arrived on Korean shores in search o f fortunes 
and souls. This heritage o f cultural exchange has le ft an indelible im prin t on the 
city. Stroll about Incheon’s old town and you’ ll come across Chinese townhouses, 
Japanese banks, colonial-style saloons and Christian churches, all embraced in a 
Korean setting.

Incheon isn’t  just old colonial buildings, however. Just across the landmark 
Incheon Bridge from  Incheon International A irp o rt rises the impressive skyline of 
Songdo New  C ity, a g litte rin g  m onum ent— albe it one s till very much under 
construction— to Korea’s high-tech future.

H is to rv  For mucFl °*: ^ е 19t *1 century, Korea did its best to earn its nickname, as 
the “ Hermit Kingdom.”  Contact w ith the outside world was lim ited, and 

not w ithout reason—the Koreans had witnessed the humiliation o f China by the imperial 
West during the Opium Wars. Punitive raids on Korea by the French (1866) and 
Americans (1871) didn’t endear Koreans to outsiders, either. In 1876, however, japan, 
having learned the lessons o f the Perry Expedition, used some gunboat diplomacy o f its 
own to finally open Korea to foreign trade. The Treaty o f Ganghwa opened three ports to 
Japanese trade—Incheon, Busan and Wonsan. Similar treaties with Western powers, 
including the United States (1882), soon followed.

The closest port to the royal capital o f Seoul, Incheon—then known as Chemulpo— 
became Korea’s premier “ open port." Into what was little more than a fishing village 
poured sailors, adventurers, diplomats, missionaries, traders and rogues from faraway 
lands. Thatched roof huts were replaced by exotic European-style architecture. Life in 
Incheon differed little from life in China’s treaty ports—the Japanese, Chinese and a 
collection of Western nations set up their own concession areas, complete with foreign 
consulates, where expatriates spoke their own languages, built homes in their own 
national styles, and followed their own laws. To accommodate the newly arrived 
foreigners, a Japanese businessman opened Korea’s first Western-style hotel in 1888. On 
the hill overlooking the port, the foreigners built Korea’s first Western-style park (a full 
nine years before Seoul) and even established a colonial-style club house. Anglican 
missionaries also opened Korea’s first Western-style hospital. Incheon’s foreign 
settlements were abolished in 1914, after Japan had colonized Korea. The imprint the 
settlements left on the face o f Incheon, however, remains to this day.



I a v m i t  w ith a population o f more than 2.5 m illion people, Incheon is a pretty big 
У place, w ith urban sprawl stretching almost as far east as Seoul. Also

included in Incheon’s municipal borders are Ganghwado Island and a number o f other 
smaller island groups.

Fortunately, most o f what you’ll want to see (with the exception o f Songdo) is w ithin 
walking distance o f Incheon Station. Chinatown is located just across from Incheon 
Station, in fact, and most o f the historic downtown can be explored as a walking tour 
from the station. The resort area of Wolmido, too, can be reached on foot from Incheon 
Station, but you may find it easier to take the short bus ride there. Songdo, meanwhile, 
is virtually its own city, bu ilt on reclaimed land southwest o f downtown Incheon. To get 
here, you’ll need to take a bus, taxi or the subway.

Speaking o f subway, Incheon is both attached to Seoul’s subway system (specifically. 
Line 1) and has its own subway line. Seoul Subway Line 1 which ends at Incheon Station 
runs largely east-west, while Incheon Subway’s single line runs largely north-south, 
with its southern terminus in Songdo.

Historic Downtown 

C h ina tow n  *K>Me^
Korea’s oldest and largest C h ina tow n was 
b o rn  in  1 8 8 4 , w hen  im m ig ra n ts  fro m  

China’s Shandong Province settled down in 

Incheon as traders, im porting sundries, salts 
and cereals and exporting a lluv ia l gold. A t 

one  t im e  th e  a b ode  o f  som e 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  
C h in e se , C h in a to w n  w as a b ra d e d  by

h is to ry — o n ly  5 0 0  C h inese res ide  here 
today. S till, i t  is a c o lo r fu l place th a t has 

undergone a renewal in recent years and is 
home to  Korea’s best Chinese food, Chinese 
s h o p s , C h in e s e  to w n h o u s e s  a n d  a 
w o n d e r fu l ly  e x o tic  a tm o sp h e re  fo u n d  

nowhere else in  Korea.
® Incheon is the last stop of Seoul Subway Line 
1. The entrance to Chinatown is just across the 
street from Incheon Station. This is where you 
should begin your walk. 6  www.ichinatown.or.kr

http://www.ichinatown.or.kr


□  Pailou Gate *K>IlTOS m  Chinatown's entrance is marked by a Chinese traditional pailou gate.
Q  G onghw achun S $ ls  Opened in 1905, this former Chinese restaurant-turned-museum was where 
the popular Sino-Korean dish jjajangmyeon was born. О  Chinese School suagtigsti- The Chinese 
School is the site of the old Qing consulate, part of which still remains on campus. Q  Chinese Row 
H ouses in S eo llin -dong u s e  You still find many traditional Chinese row houses, including
this one from the 1930s. Q  U iseondang Tem ple Founded by Chinese immigrants in 1893, this 
temple mixes Buddhist and Taoist styles. It also served as a martial arts training center.

Try Ko r ean  Ch in e s e  Fo o d !

Sampling Chinatown’s outstanding Chinese 
cuisine is a highlight to any trip to Incheon. 
Incheon’s Chinatown is, in fact, the 
birthplace of one of Korea’s favorite dishes, 
jjajangmyeon. Popular Korean Chinese 
dishes include:

•  Jjajangmyeon Based on the 
northern Chinese dish zhajiangmian, this 
sweet dish of noodles in black bean sauce 
was a favorite dish during Korea’s 
development years in the ’60s, ’70s and 
’80s. Even today, it is probably the single 
most popular takeout food in the country. 
Variations include ganjjajang £MS(served 
with sauce minus the starch) and samseon 
jjajang  (served with seafood).

•  Jjamppong Originally a specialty of 
Nagasaki’s Chinatown, the Korean version 
consists of noodles in a spicy seafood 
soup.

•  Tangsuyuk Sweet and sour pork. 
Often consumed with a side of 
jjajangmyeon.

•  Mandu Pork dumplings, served either 
fried (gunmandu 5 № ) 0r boiled 
{mulmandu S№ ).

Another thing to try in Incheon is 
onggibyeong I 7 , a dish of Chinese 
dumplings baked along the walls of large 
clay jars. There are a couple of places 
selling Chinese-style mooncakes as well.

There are tons of outstanding and 
venerable eateries for you to try, including:

•  Hyangmanseong (032-766-2916): 
This 8o-year-otd restaurant serves all 
your Chinese favorites. Highly 
recommended.

• Pungmi I (032-772-2680): Another 
venerable restaurant that has been doing 
Chinese food right for 30 years.
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Chinese-Koreans: Hwagyo

Overseas Chinese, or hwagyo as they are called in Korea, are Korea’s largest ethnic 
minority. Chinese immigration to Korea began in earnest from 1882, when Chinese 
traders, merchants and laborers were first allowed to settle in Korea. The Chinese 
population increased quickly—by 1890, there were about 1,000 Chinese in Incheon 
alone, where they had carved out the ir own settlement. In the Joseon Dynasty, Korea’s 
highly Confucian society held merchants in contempt; the Chinese, on the other hand, 
held no such qualms about commerce, and 
flourished as a result. Almost every Korean city 
had a hwagyo community, which typically ran 
silk and clothing shops, general stores, barber 
shops and restaurants. By 1946, hwagyo 
accounted for 82% o f Korea’s to ta l trade 
earnings.

The Chinese Revolution and the Korean War hit 
the hwagyo community hard, however. Official 
discrimination, especially under the Park Chung- 
hee administration, made life intolerable for 
many hwagyo, who fled in droves to the United 
States and other destinations abroad. By the 
1990s, just 22,842 remained in Korea. Almost all 
operated Chinese restaurants, virtually the only 
job available to them.

The establishment o f diplomatic ties between 
Korea and the People’s Republic o f China, 
economic globalization, the lifting  of 
discriminatory laws and a new wave o f Chinese 
immigration has breathed new life into the 
hwagyo community. It’s d ifficu lt to determine 
how large the community is now—according to 
official statistics, there were 696,861 Chinese 
nationals in Korea as o f 2011, but most (488,100) 
are actually ethnic Koreans from northern China.
Ethnic Chinese residents o f Korea totaled 21,978.

Hwagyo often come from families who have 
lived in Korea for generations, but many still 
retain Chinese citizenship, typically that o f the Republic o f China (a.k.a. Taiwan). To 
preserve Chinese culture and language, they frequently send the ir children to special 
schools for hwagyo, which teach the same curriculum as Taiwanese public schools.

Hwagyo, Korea's largest ethnic minority
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O ld  J a p a n e s e  C o n c e s s io n
The Treaty o f Ganghwa o f 1876 opened up 
the po rt o f Incheon to  inte rnational trade. 

Possessing im p e ria l a m b itio n s  regard ing  
Korea, the Japanese were qu ick to  move in. 

The o ld  Japanese concession, spread over 
several blocks in  fro n t o f tod ay ’s Jung-gu 

Office and separated from  C hinatow n by a 
la n d m a rk  f l ig h t  o f  s to n e  s tep s , has a

distinctively colonial feel w ith  planned g rid 

like streets, stately Renaissance-style offices, 
Japanese-style residences and o ld  b r ic k  
w a re h o u se s . T h e  In c h e o n  O p e n  P o rt 

M odern Architecture Museum (form erly the 

Japanese Juhachi Bank) is a good place to 
learn about the beauty and h is to ry o f old 

Incheon.

0  Jung-gu D is tric t O ffice  Built in 1933, this was originally the Japanese consulate, and later 
Incheon City Hall, f l  Incheon Open P ort M odern A rch itecture  M useum  УЗ ’ ШШ a m a s flx e  
Formerly a branch of Nagasaki's 18th Bank, this building, completed in 1890, is now a museum 
dedicated to Incheon’s historic architecture. 0  Incheon Open P ort M useum  The
Renaissance-style former Incheon branch of Japan’s Dai-ichi Bank, built in 1898, is now a museum to 
the Open Port era. О  Form er 58th Bank У  a ‘ ' Built in 1939, this colonial bank is easily 
recognized by its French mansard roof. Ш  Hongnyem un Tunnel Dug by the Japanese in
1905, this stately stone tunnel connected the old port with the interior. Ш  Form er Incheon Post 
O ffice ^ W  r"11 >i Constructed in 1924, the old post office displays a mix of Western styles, typical of 
Japanese colonial architecture.
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W e s te r n  C o n c e s s io n s
Unlike Korea’s other so-called “ open ports" 

which were inhabited almost exclusively by 
Japanese, Incheon was home to  a significant 

W estern c o m m u n ity  o f m issionaries and 
traders. Today, the ir legacy can be seen in 

F re e d o m  P a rk  ( o r ig in a l ly  nam ed A l l  

N a tio n s ’ P ark), a Russian-designed pa rk  
th a t, in  a d d it io n  to  be ing  K o re a ’s f ir s t

m o de rn  p a rk , is a lso  hom e to  the  c i ty ’s 
la n d m a rk  s ta tu e  o f  K o re a n  W a r he ro  

General Douglas M acArthur. It can also be 

seen in  the o ld  Chem ulpo Club, a recently 
restored co lo n ia l-s ty le  w ate ring  hole tha t 
now  serves as a museum, and the beautiful 

Nae-dong Anglican Church and Dap-dong 
C atholic Cathedral.

EE C hem ulpo C lub  Open in 1901, this Russian-designed landmark was a colonial-style
watering hole for Incheon's foreign community. Щ  Freedom  Park ’ Overlooking the waterfront, 
Korea's first Western-style park opened in 1888. Ш  Nae-dong A ng lican  C hurch  ^  - it.
Founded by a British navy chaplain in 1891, this church was also the site of Korea’s first Western-style 
hospital. [В  D ap -dongC atho lic  Cathedra l This grand cathedral was built by French 
missionaries in 1897. EE Incheon A rt P latform  ‘ ‘°» • ' A  collection of old colonial-era brick 
warehouses and offices has been brilliantly re-utilized as an arts and culture space.

u
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W o lm id o  I s la n d  l Dl£  
&  H a r b o r  C r u is e s
W o lm id o  is tra n s la te d  as “ M o o n  T a il 

Island,”  and at one tim e— un til recently, in 
fact— it  was an is land th a t resembled the 

ta il o f a crescent moon. In the firs t ha lf o f 
the 20th century, Japanese colonists bu ilt a 

causew ay and  tu rn e d  the is la n d  in to  a 
popu la r resort area, com plete w ith  hotels 

and seawater baths. O verlook ing  Incheon 

H arbor, the h illy  island was also m ilita r ily  

s tra te g ic . D u r in g  the  K o re a n  W ar, the 
N o rth  Koreans fo rtified  the island, and the 
A m erica ns  made i t  th e ir  f i r s t  o b je c tive  

d u r in g  th e  b r i l l ia n t  In ch e o n  L a n d in g . 
Unfortunately, the naval bombardment that 

preceded the la nd ing  leveled m ost o f  the 
island, includ ing the h istoric resort.

P os t-w a r in d u s tr ia l deve lopm ent and 
land reclamation have integrated W olm ido

in to  the m a in la n d , so i t  is no  longer an 
is la n d ,  b u t  s t i l l  a p o p u la r  w e e k e n d  

destina tion  w ith  a b o a rd w a lk  lined w ith  
restaurants (m ostly  raw  fish) and a small 

amusement pa rk. The h il l is now  a park, 

w i th  w a lk in g  p a th s , g a rd e n s  an d  an 
o b s e rv a tio n  to w e r w i th  g re a t v iew s  o f 
Incheon Harbor.

Y ou  can a lso  ca tch  fe r ry  c ru ise s  o f 
Incheon H a rb o r fro m  W o lm ido , too. The 

cruises, which take you from  W olm ido past 

Y e o n g jo n g d o  (h o m e  o f  In c h e o n  
In te rna tiona l A irp o rt) and Incheon Bridge 
be fo re  re tu rn in g  to  W o lm id o , leave at 

noon, 2 pm, 4 pm  and 6 pm. Cruises take 
an hour, 30 minutes, and cost 15,000 won 
per person.
§] From Incheon Station, take Bus No. 2, 23 or 
45 and get off at the last stop, Wolmido.
Likewise, you could just take a cab from the 
station— it's just a 5 minute ride.

Amusement park, Wolmido
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Songdo District 

Songdo New City У£Л1
Scheduled fo r com pletion in  2015, Songdo 

Internationa l Business D is tric t (IBD)
— fo rm e r ly  Songdo N e w  C ity — is 

very m uch a w o rk  in  progress. B u t th a t 
doesn’t  mean i t ’s no t w o rth  exploring.

To w a lk around Songdo is to  experience 

K orea ’s h igh -tech , des ign-centric  fu tu re . 

Even in its incomplete state, it  already has 
one o f  K orea ’s m ost im pressive skylines, 
punctuated by the nearly finished 68-story 

Northeast Asia Trade Tower (NEATT) 
E y |o |cE ty— o n e  0 f  K o r e a ’ s t a l l e s t  

b u ild in g s — and v ie w s  o f  the  la n d m a rk  
Incheon B ridge “ 'SflUa, U n lik e  the hyper- 

chaos o f Korea’s other m ajor cities, cobbled 
together over centuries o f g row th , Songdo 

is an a m b itio u s  exercise in  2 1 st cen tu ry  
urban planning, a com pletely new c ity  bu ilt 

upon land reclaimed from  the sea, blessed 
w ith  w ide boulevards, pleasant parks and

inspired architecture.

W ith in  easy subway reach fro m  Seoul,
Songdo makes fo r  a convenien t weekend

day tr ip  even if ,  adm itted ly, the place can
sometimes lo o k  like  a ghost to w n  due to

the ongoing construction.
@ Central Park Station, Incheon Subway Line 1. 
Tri-Bowl is located at one of the exits.

Songdo Future Road
Rural towns have trekk ing  paths tha t bring 

yo u  c lo s e r to  n a tu re .  S ongdo  has the  
S ongdo  M ir a e -g i l  £ео|У1У o r  “ Songdo 

Future R oad,”  a trekk ing  course that takes 

y o u  in to  th e  f u t u r e  o f  2 1 s t c e n tu ry  

urbanism.
Pop ou t o f University o f Incheon Station, 

Incheon S ubw ay L in e  1, and y o u ’ ll  find  
y o u rs e lf  a t th e  a p p r o p r ia te ly  nam ed 
T o m orrow  C ity  ®a s ° AlEl, the start o f the 
course. Tom orrow  C ity  is a high-tech culture 

and exh ib it space fu ll o f gadgets, galleries 

and displays presenting Songdo’s vision o f a 
“ ubiquitous”  future where IT  technology is

Songdo New City and its landmark Northeast Asia Trade Tower
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Incheon £ 1
A  Passenger 

Terminal

W olm ido 
A irp o rt |s |and

Ж

Palmido

omnipresent. Even i f  you’re not a complete 
tech geek, you’ ll find it  fascinating.

F rom  T o m orrow  C ity , head to  C entra l 
P ark and w a lk  a long the b e a u tifu l s a lt

w a te r canal th a t flow s th roug h  the park. 
L ike  the m ore  fam ous p a rk  o f  the same 
na m e in  N e w  Y o rk ,  C e n t ra l P a rk  is 

surrounded by high rise build ings, although 
none as magnificent as the Northeast Asia 

Trade Tower (304 m). N early complete, its 
65 th  f lo o r  observa tion  deck prom ises to  
provide stunning views when it  opens.

As you approach the end o f the canal, 
you ’ ll come to  Compact Smart C ity  ЭЩ1 ^o| 
- Х|Е|, another impressively designed exh ib it 

space s h o w in g  o f f  the  c i t y ’s h ig h -te c h  
future. Just beyond it  is the Tri-B ow l 

a la n d m a rk  s c u lp tu re /e x h ib it io n  space 
designed by US-based arch itect Yoo Kerl. 
As its name w ould  suggest, it  is composed 
o f  th ree  connected bo w ls  and is t ru ly  a 

sight to  behold, especially a t n igh t when it 
is l i t  up and resembles a landing spaceship.

A t the west boathouse (near the end o f the

canal), cross the bridge and fo llow  the path 
to  Incheon Bridge viewpoint. Composed o f 

shipping containers, a symbol o f Incheon’s 
ro le  as a lo g is t ic a l h u b , the  v ie w p o in t

C e n t r a l  Pa r k  C r u is e

If you’ve got time to spare, take a 
cruise on the canal in Central Park. 
Boats depart from the East Boathouse 
on the hour from ю  am to 6 pm 
(except noon), with additional trips at 
night from July to August. Fare: 4,000 
won.



Tri-Bowl, typical Songdo New City's futuristic architecture

provides wonderful views of the surrounding 

m ud fla ts  (depending on the tide ) and the 
Incheon Bridge, a 12.5 km colossus spanning 

the approach to Incheon Harbor. The sunsets 
here can be inspiring and the bridge, lit  up at 
night, is particulary stunning.

Once you ’ve seen the bridge, head back 
up the canal (only on the o ther side) and 

fo llo w  the path to the so-called Canal W alk 
a E u ro p e a n -e s q u e  s h o p p in g  

com plex named fo r the artific ia l waterway

дЗ
W h a t  t o  Ea t

For a romantic evening, try the seafood 
buffet. Fiesta (www.sd-fiesta.com) 
on the 21st floor of Michuhol Tower 
in Technopark 1 (Exit 4, Technopark 
Station, Incheon Subway Line 1). At 33,000 
won a person on weekdays (38,500 won on 
a weekend), it’s a bit pricey, but the food’s 
good, the interior is classy, and the views of 
downtown Songdo and Incheon Bridge, 
weather permitting, cannot be beat. Even if 
you don’t see a soul in the city itself, this 
place is often full so it’s best to call ahead to 
reserve a table—give them a ring at 032- 
260-0088. Hours are 11:30 am to 10 pm, 
with a 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm break on 
weekdays.

that flows through it. You’ ll find a variety 

o f  g o o d  re s ta u ra n ts  in  h e re , to o . As 
e lsew h ere  in  S ong do , th e  C ana l W a lk  

beautifu lly  harmonizes function and design.
I t ’s tim e  to  re v is it C en tra l Park again, 

th is  tim e  e n jo y in g  the o th e r side o f  the 

seawater canal. Once you ’ve reached the 
en d , keep g o in g  u n t i l  y o u ’ ve reached 

Songdo Convensia, a landm ark convention 
ce n te r th a t b rin g s  to  m in d  the  Sydney 

Opera House.

A bit cozier but also with stellar views is 
the buffet restaurant, La Stella у -®а|, 0n 
the 19th floor of the Songdo Park Hotel 

\  with views of both Central Park and 
the ocean. On a weekend, lunch or dinner 
costs 37,000 won per person. This place 
tends to fill up, too, so make a reservation 
at 032-210-7360-1. The hotel is on the 
southwest side of Central Park.

While it doesn’t have the bird’s-eye 
views, the restaurant/tapas bar What’s 
David’s? is popular for its good pasta, pizza 
and steak and authentic European 
atmosphere. Open till midnight, the place 
is near the Korea Coast Guard 
headquarters, not far from Central Park. 
Call for more info at 032-833-1225.

http://www.sd-fiesta.com
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Incheon Landing Operation 
Memorial Hall
A  lit t le  b it outside o f  to w n , n o t fa r from  
Songdo New C ity, is Songdo Resort 

an o lder amusement park and resort area 
popular w ith  Incheon residents. One o f the 

h is to r ic a l h ig h lig h ts  o f  th e  area is the 
im p o s in g  In ch e o n  L a n d in g  O p e ra t io n  

M em oria l H a ll, an architectura l tribu te  to  
the Korean W ar battle tha t made Incheon 

fam ous  w o r ld w id e .  L o c a te d  on  a h i l l  
overlooking what was “ Blue Beach,”  one o f 
th e  th re e  la n d in g  zo n e s  d u r in g  th e  

o p e ra tio n , the m em oria l/m useum — b u ilt

almost entirely o f concrete— features heroic 

re lie fs ,  p le n ty  o f  f la g s , an 18 m ta l l  
memorial tow er and interesting displays o f 
weapons, maps, un iform s and other Korean 

W a r- re la te d  ite m s , in c lu d in g  a w h o le  

s e c t io n  d e d ic a te d  to  U N  S u p re m e  

Com m ander Douglas M a cA rthu r. H is to ry  

b u ffs  and fans o f  m il i ta ry  h is to ry  w o n ’ t 
w ant to  miss it.

©  9 am to 6 pm. Closed Mondays, ф  Free 
®  032-832-0915 ® The easiest way to get here 
is to take a taxi from Dongmak Station, Incheon 
Subway Line 1 (10 min). You could take Bus No. 
6-1, 8 or 908 from Dongmak Station and get off 
at Songdo Resort, from where it is another 5-10 
minute walk.

Incheon Landing Operation Memorial Hall
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Incheon Bridge
The w o rld ’s seventh longest bridge at 12.3 

km , Incheon Bridge is a tru ly  awe-inspiring 
sight— it ’s said its imposing towers are, top- 

to -b o tto m , as ta ll as Seoul’s landm ark 63 
B u ild ing . Its  cen tra l span hangs some 74 

m eters above the waves, h igh enough to  

a l lo w  th e  pa ssage  o f  th e  m a m m o th  
supertankers and container ships that go to 
and fro m  the bustling po rt o f Incheon. A 

mega-project in every meaning o f the term, 
the behemoth cable-stayed bridge to o k  52 

months to  bu ild  at a cost o f US$1.4 b illion. 

It was opened to  tra ffic  in October o f 2009.
A s s u m in g  yo u  d o n ’ t  have a p r iv a te  

a ir c ra f t ,  th e re  are tw o  w ays to  see the

bridge properly— by d riv ing  over it  o r from 
a boat below. D riv in g  over the bridge can 

be an exh ila ra ting experience tha t provides 
some ja w -d ro p p in g  v iew s, a lth o u g h  the 

lack o f observation platform s o r rest stops 
does foreshorten the experience somewhat. 

I t ’s also expensive: one-w ay to l l  fo r  the 
bridge is 5 ,500 w on  (11,000 ro u nd -trip ). 
M o re o v e r, i f  y o u ’ re ta k in g  a ta x i fro m  

Incheon ’s Yeonan Pier (and i f  you
are g o in g  to /c o m in g  fro m  P a lm ido , you 

probably are), i t ’s a long ride and the fare 
cou ld  come to  about 25,000 to  30,000 won 

to  Inch eon  In te rn a tio n a l A ir p o r t ,  fro m  
where you could take a bus back to  Seoul. 
O n  a positive  note, even w ith  the lack o f

Top to bottom. Incheon Bridge's towers are as high as Seoul's skyscrapers.
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true observation p latform s, there’s a small 
area where tourists— inc lud ing  taxis— like 

to  s to p  to  ta ke  in  the  b r id g e  in  a ll its  
majesty, especially around sunset.

Seeing the bridge fro m  be low  m igh t be 

an even m ore th r ill in g  experience. A ll the 
boats to  Palmido pass under the bridge and 

th is  is in  fact one o f the h igh lights o f  the 
trip . From  the deck o f a boat, you gain a 
t r u e  a p p r e c ia t io n  f o r  th e  b r id g e ’ s 

m a m m oth , a lm o s t d iz zy in g , scale. Even 

ta n k e rs  seem  d w a r fe d  b y  i t .  In  th e  
background looms the gleaming skyline o f 
Songdo N ew  City, punctuated by the nearly 

com pleted 68 -story N ortheast Asia Trade 
Tower.

Palmido
The waters o f f  Incheon are home to  many 
islands but few are as charm ing as Palmido. 

Located 15.7 km  south o f Incheon H arbor 
the small island was, fo r 106 years, a 

sensitive m ilita ry  zone o ff-lim its  to  civilians. 
I t ’s s till sensitive, in  fact— the island’s only 

re s id e n ts  a re  R O K  N a v y  p e rs o n n e l 
stationed there— bu t on Jan 1, 20 09 , the 

g o v e rn m e n t re -o p e n e d  the  scen ic  and 
historic spot to  tourism.

A top the 60 m  h ill that is the island’s chief 
to p o g r a p h ic  fe a tu re  s ta n d s  P a lm id o  

Lighthouse. A c tu a lly  tw o  lighthouses: the 
original from  1903 and a new, much larger 

one b u i l t  in  2 0 0 3 . A  s h o r t b u t s tu rd y

Palmido Island
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s tru c tu re  w i th  th e  e le g a n t b e a u ty  so 
characteristic o f architecture o f its period. 

O ld  Palmido Lighthouse was designed by a 
Japanese eng ineer in  the e m p loy  o f  the 
Korean im pe ria l governm ent w ith  money 

loaned from  France and completed in 1903. 

Korea ’s firs t modern lighthouse, it  guided 
ships to  and fro m  Incheon H a rb o r fo r  a 

century un til, in 2003, a new state-of-the-art 
lighthouse was completed righ t next to  it. 

D uring the Korean War, a jo in t C IA -m ilita ry

in te llig e n c e  com m and o  team  landed on 

P a lm ido  and re launched the ligh thouse , 

helping guide UN  forces to the shore in the 

dramatic Incheon Landing on Sept 15, 1950.

The new lighthouse, while not nearly as 
h istoric, houses a museum dedicated to  the 

lighthouse’s history (replete w ith  mock-ups 
o f the C IA  ra id  and Incheon Landing!) and 

a splendid observation deck from  which to  
take in the surroundings.

Incheon Landing ™

If the Korean War is known for one battle, and one battle alone, it is the Incheon 
Landing. The Incheon Landing was the kind of masterstroke most generals can only 
dream about. In one bold, dramatic move, the bulk of the North Korean invasion 
force—grappling with the UN defenders on the Nakdonggang River—was 
outflanked, cut o ff and forced into a disorderly retreat. The battle turned the war on 
its head: it was now the North Koreans who were on the run as the UN rushed up the 
peninsula towards the Yalu River to reunite Korea under South Korean rule.

It is a miracle the battle was even launched. Lacking landing beaches, approached 
by narrow, shallow, and easily mined waterways guarded by prominent hills, cursed 
w ith dangerously quick tides, having a small anchorage surrounded by high seawalls 
and, worst o f all, home to the world's most dramatic tides that could turn much of 
the landing area into huge mudflats, Incheon was regarded as a terrible place to 
attempt a landing. UN Commander Gen. MacArthur, however, was convinced a 
landing at Incheon would work. To a delegation o f skeptical high-ranking military 
leaders, he declared, “ We shall land at Incheon, and I shall crush them.”

Preceded by naval and aerial bombardment and guerrilla operations, the Incheon 
Landing got underway in the early morning hours o f Sept 15,1950, the invasion 
armada guided by the lighthouse on Palmido. The North Koreans—possibly 
expecting a landing elsewhere—were caught completely unprepared. US Marines 
landed on Wolmido at 6:30 am. By 8 am, they had captured the strategic island. A 
little  after 5:30 pm, the rest o f the invasion force began landing elsewhere in the city, 
using ladders to scale the d ifficu lt seawalls. After the firs t day, some 13,000 Marines 
were on the ground. By morning the next day, UN troops had established a line 
around Incheon, cutting off the routes o f escape for any North Koreans left in the city.

From its beachhead at Incheon, the UN invasion force moved to capture the vital 
Gimpo Airfield and, ultimately, the South Korean capital o f Seoul. As supplies and 
reinforcements poured in through Incheon, the Marines advanced eastward. By the 
morning o f Sept 18, Gimpo Airfield was in the hands o f the Marines. The liberation of 
Seoul, however, would require another week of bitter, house-to-house fighting 
through the fortified city.
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1. Old and new lighthouses of Palmido 2. People disembarking from a ferry 
3. Mock-up of capture of Palmido in the Korean War

_ f f ^  Palmido has no restaurants or even coffee machines. So be sure to bring a roll of gimbap or
х У  hot thermos in the winter—it can be quite cold and windy here. Snacks and drinks can be
whatto purchased on the boat. The boat also serves up plates o f sliced, raw flounder for 15,000 won.

By Yeonan Pier—well, all over Incheon, really—you’ll find many seafood restaurants (the 
nearby Incheon Seafood Market is worth a look, too), and if sea creatures aren’t your thing, 
Incheon’s famous Chinatown boasts some of the best Chinese food in Korea.

I | B  Boats to Palmido depart from Incheon’s Yeonan Pier—from Dongincheon Station (Line 1), take
a taxi or Bus No. 12 or 24 and get off at the pier. Hyundai Marine (http://palmido.co.kr) and 

“  Hyundai Excursions (www.partyboat.co.kr) operate boats that depart from behind the Hyundai
Excursions Building, a short walk from Incheon Passenger Terminal. Hyundai Marine runs two 
cruises a day (10 am, 1:30 pm) on weekdays and hourly boats (10:30 am to 3:30 pm) on 
weekends. Hyundai Excursions runs three boats daily (11 am, 1:30 pm and 3:30 pm) on 
weekdays and three (11:30 am, 1:30 pm and 3:30 pm) on weekends. Do check the timetable, 
though, because schedules change frequently.
IMPORTANT: Weekday cruises are subject to demand. The trip to the island takes about 50 
minutes, during which time you’ll be entertained with live music and/or dance performances. 
Once you reach the island, you’ll have about an hour to look around before the boat returns to 
Incheon.

/*'?< Most travelers don’t stay in Incheon, which is just an hour’s subway ride from Seoul. If you’re 
taking a flight out of Korea, though, you’ ll find a number of options near Incheon International 

“  Airport, including Incheon Airport Oceanside Hotel (032-746-0072, www.oceanside.co.kr), 
which is good value at 127,000 won a night on weekends. If you’re a bit more flush, Premier 
Songdo Bridge Hotel (032-210-3000, www.songdobridgehotel.com, 200,000 won a night) and 
Sheraton Incheon Hotel (032-835-1000, www.sheraton.com/incheon, 330,000 won a night) in 
Songdo are lovely hotels, even if the local nightlife is, like Songdo itself, a work in progress.

http://palmido.co.kr
http://www.partyboat.co.kr
http://www.oceanside.co.kr
http://www.songdobridgehotel.com
http://www.sheraton.com/incheon
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G a n g h w a d o  Is l a n d

For centuries, Ganghwado Island has served as both a getaway— in the very 
literal sense— and a gatekeeper to  Korea. In the 13th century, the Korean royal 
court fled to  the island fortress, strategically located at the mouth o f the Hangang 
River, as the M ongols swept dow n upon Korea. In the 19th century, French, 
American and Japanese invaders attacked the island, waging fierce battles below 
its bastion walls. Later, more foreigners, this time Christian missionaries from  
Britain and elsewhere, w ou ld  set foo t on the island and establish Korean-style 
churches that dotted the countryside, some o f which still stand to  this day.

Located just an hour’s drive west o f Seoul, Ganghwado Island still gets a large 
number o f visitors, although mostly in the form  o f tourism. H istory buffs love its 
old walls and citadels, while its beautiful Buddhist monasteries provide weekend 
solace to  world-weary refugees from  Seoul. H ikers head for M t. Manisan, w ith 
its ancient a lta r and spectacular views o f the sea, w h ile  the more cu lina rily - 
inclined are content s im p ly  to  consume the is land’s famous fresh blue crab, 
shrimp and other bounty from  the surrounding waters and mudflats.

Gate of old Gwaseongbo Fortress, site of an American raid in 1871
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Old Goryeo Palace Site
H is to ric a lly , G anghw ado is m ost fam ous 
fo r  p rov id ing  shelter to  the Korean co u rt 

d u r in g  th e  d a rk  days o f  th e  M o n g o l 
invas ions o f the 13 th  cen tu ry . The f irs t  

M ongo l invasion, launched in  1231, led to 
a K orean  surrender and a heavy tr ib u te  

b u rd e n . D e te rm in e d  to  re s is t ,  in  th e  
fo llow ing  year the royal cou rt, led by K ing 
G o jo n g  (r. 1 2 1 3 -1 2 5 9 ) o f  the  G o rye o  

Dynasty, evacuated the cap ita l o f Gaeseong 
(loca ted ju s t across the D M Z  in  to d a y ’s 
N o rth  Korea) in favor o f Ganghwado and 
sa fe ty  f ro m  a tta c k  by the  la n d - lo v in g  

M ongo ls (whose fear o f  the water was so 
severe th e y  w o u ld  n o t cross even the  

na rrow  stra it separating the island from  the 
m a in land). I t  was an impressive logistica l 

undertaking fo r a medieval kingdom . The 
c o u rt stayed a t G anghw ado  u n t il 1270, 

w hen  i t  f in a lly  sued fo r  peace w ith  the 
Mongols, w ho had spent the better pa rt o f 

fo r ty  years la y in g  w aste to  the  K orean  
mainland.

Unfortunately, most o f the o ld  palace and 

fortifications were destroyed when the royal 
c o u r t re tu rn e d  to  the m a in la n d . In  the 

Joseon era (1 3 9 2 -1 9 1 0 ) ,  a new  palace 
com plex was con s truc te d  a fte r the Q ing  

invasion o f Korea in 1636 but this, too, was 
torched by French m arines in  1866; on ly  
three buildings remain. S till, the o ld  palace 

ground, located in  the adm inistrative hub o f 
Ganghwa-eup, is w o rth  seeing along w ith  
an o ld  gate from  the Joseon era tow n wall. 
ф 900 won В  The palace site is near Ganghwa 
Elementary School 9 in Ganghwa-eup.

Old Fortresses
S ta n d in g  s e n tin e l a t th e  m o u th  o f  the 

H ang ang  R ive r, w h ic h  w as o ld  K orea 's  
highway to  the roya l cap ita l, Ganghwado 
a ls o  h o s te d  so m e  o f  K o r e a ’ s f i r s t  
interactions w ith  the West in the late 19th 

century. These interactions were not entirely 
peaceable, however. In 1866, the French, 
enacting vengeance fo r a bruta l crackdown 

on Catholics by the Korean royal cou rt that



Old cannon, Gwangseongbo Fortress

le ft nine French missionaries dead, attacked 

the island. The raiders were repulsed, but 
not before they’d burned and looted much 

o f the island in typ ica l im perialist fashion. 
In  1 8 7 1 , A m e r ic a n  m a rin e s  a tta c k e d  

Ganghwado’s fortresses in  re ta lia tion fo r the 
b u rn in g  o f  a US sh ip  and to  persuade 
(unsuccessfully, as history w ould  have it) the 

Koreans to  sign a trade treaty. F ina lly, in 
1875, the Japanese attacked the island and 
forced the Korean k ing to  sign the Ganghwa 

Treaty, which marked Korea’s “ opening’’ to 
im perial powers o f the West and Japan.

The o ld  fortifica tions are s till very much 

in  place a long the is land ’s western coast 
(i.e., guarding the s tra it w ith  the mainland). 
T h e  m o s t im p re s s iv e  o f  the se  is  th e  
G w angseongbo C ita d e l a series o f 

de fense w a lls ,  gu n  e m p lacem en ts  and  
com m and posts where Korean defenders 
fo u g h t  to  the  d e a th  a g a in s t US N a v y  
bluejackets in  1871. O ther h istoric coastal 

batteries can also be found at C ho jijin  ^*1*' 
and D eok jin jin

®  Buses to Gwangseongbo, Deokjinjin and 
Chojijin run from Ganghwa Bus Terminal.

Mt. Manisan
Ganghw ado’s m ost notable topographica l 

feature (besides being surrounded by water) 
is M t. Manisan, a 472 meter peak tha t rises 
gently ou t o f the southern in te r io r o f the 

island. Crossed by w e ll-kep t h ik ing  paths, 
including a fu ll flig h t o f stone steps to the 

to p , i t  sees a good m any weekend hikers

National Foundation Day rite, Mt. Manisan



Beautiful rooflines of Jeondeungsa Temple

from  Seoul, even in w inter. The peak offers 

fine views o f the West Sea and the Korean 
mainland provided the weather is good.

The m ounta in  is best kno w n , however, 

fo r the Chamseongdan a stone a ltar 
on its peak. According to  legend, Dangun, 
w h o  founded the Korean na tio n  in  2333 

BC, held s a c r if ic ia l rites  to  heaven here. 
Annual rites are s till performed at the altar 
on N ationa l Foundation Day (O ct 3). The 

upper ridge line is qu ite rocky: h ik ing  boots 
are advisab le . В  Buses to  Mt. M anisan run 

from Ganghwa Bus Terminal.

Jeondeungsa Temple
O ne o f  K o re a ’s m ost b e a u tifu l B uddh is t 

tem ples, Jeondeungsa has a h is to ry  th a t 
goes back to  A D  3 8 1 . I t  is ho m e to  a 

plethora o f cu ltu ra l treasures, including its 
17th century main hall and an 11th century 

C hinese tem p le  b e ll th a t cam e in to  the 
te m p le ’s possession a fte r W o r ld  W ar I I .  
W hen you v is it, be sure to  check o u t the 
corners o f the main ha ll where you’ ll  notice

c a rv e d  f ig u re s  o f  

n a k e d  w o m e n  
ho ld ing up the roo f.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  

legend, the a rtisan  
bu ild ing  the temple 
fe ll in  love w ith  a 

b a rm a id  in  to w n .
U n fo r tu n a te ly  fo r  

him , she absconded 
w ith  a ll his money.
In  revenge, the engineer worked her image 
in to  the temple, where, at least figuratively, 

she w ould  have to  hold up the temple roo f 
fo r all eternity. В  Buses to Jeondeungsa run 

from Ganghwa Bus Terminal.

Bomunsa Temple
A n o th e r  w o n d e r fu l  te m p le  to  v is i t  is 
B om unsa , lo c a te d  on th e  sm a ll is le  o f 
Seongmodo (a 5 minute ferry ride from 
th e  O e p o -r i F e rry  T e rm in a l 

located on the west coast o f Ganghwado). 
There’s an ancient Buddhist g ro tto  аюНУЗЯУ



Bomunsa Temple and its famous Buddhist relief

on the grounds o f  the tem ple, and in the 

granite c liffs  above the com plex is a 10 m 

high Buddhist re lie f, reached by a kilom eter 
long flig h t o f steps.

®  To get to Bomunsa, take a bus from Ganghwa 
Bus Terminal to Oepo-ri and take the ferry from 
there.

Hanok Churches
Ganghwado is also home to  several hanok 
churches b u ilt  in  the t ra d it io n a l Korean 
hanok s ty le  d u r in g  the e a rly  p a r t o f  the 

20th century. The most famous o f these is 
G anghwa A ng lican  C hurch  УУЕ  SSSSg, 
lo c a te d  o n  a h i l l  in  G a n g h w a -e u p .  

Consecrated in 1900 and b u ilt by a royal 

a r c h i t e c t  w h o  p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  th e  

reconstruction o f Seoul’s Gyeongbokgung 
Palace, the  c h u rc h  h a rm o n ize s  K orean  
palace a rch ite c tu re  and B uddh is t spa tia l 

principles w ith  a Roman basilica interior. If 
you v is it on a Sunday m orning, you ’ re more 

like ly  to  gain adm ittance. There’s another 
hanok-sty\e A n g lic a n  ch u rch  (b u i l t  in  a 

m u ch  s im p le r  s ty le )  in  O n s u - r i ,  ne a r 
Jeondeungsa Temple.

M o re  in trep id  travelers can v is it Seodo 
C e n t ra l M e th o d is t  C h u rc h  •M£S2t2 S|> 

located on the island o f Jum undo, an hour 
and 40 minutes by ferry from  Oepo-ri (two

ferries a day, at 9:30 am and 3 pm, but the 

latter requires you to  sleep on the island). 
Also in hanok style, it  has a rather unusual 

second story above its entrance, originally- 
used as a bell tow er in  im ita tion  o f Western 

church architecture.
9  Ganghwa Ang lican Church is in downtown 
G anghw a-eup. O nsu-ri A ng lican  C hurch  is a 
short walk from Jeondeungsa Temple.

Ganghwa Anglican Church harmonizes east and west.
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W hat  to 
Eat

Being an island, Ganghwado is famous for its seafood. In 
particular, it is known for its delicious blue crab (kkotge *  
Я). Seoul Hoetjip (032-933-5433), located in the 
port of Oepo-ri, is famous for its local crab stew 
{kkotgetang *̂ 1%’), which you can order for 50,000 won a 
serving (feeds two). It’s also a good place to take in the 
sunset over the winter sea.

Another specialty of Ganghwado is eel harvested from the 
island's famous mudflats. There are tons of restaurants 
specializing in eel-particu larly roasted eel (jangeo gui%0' 
T'Qi) —in the so-called “ Deorimi Jangeochon" чг|огао)£ near 
the Ganghwa Bridge ЗУШн.

Jangeo gui (broiled eel)

Transport

Buses to Ganghwado Island leave from Seoul’s Sinchon Bus Terminal, a 100 m walk from Exit 7 
of Sinchon Station, Line 2 (walk in the direction of the police station). The trip to Ganghwa-eup 
takes about an hour and 10 minutes. From Ganghwa Terminal you can take local
buses to destinations throughout the island.

D
Where  to 

Stay

A lot of folk do Ganghwado as a day trip from Seoul. Should you choose to spend the night, 
though, there are plenty of accommodations—homestay facilities [minbak) and rental houses 
(pensions) in particular—in the villages along the southern coast. Sea & Gallery Pension 9 5  ul 
93*2)51 (032-937-0416, www.sngpension.com, Korean) as the name suggests, blends artwork 
and European interior rooms (70,000-150,000 won a night) with beautiful views of the sea. 
Advance booking is advisable.

Sunrise at Oepo-ri Ferry Terminal

http://www.sngpension.com
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T h e  DMZ

I t ’s often said that the Korean Demilitarized Zone, or D M Z , is one o f the most 
dangerous places on Earth. This d is tinc tion  is probably technically true— the 
mountains and hillsides on both sides o f the 4 km  strip o f land separating the 
tw o  Koreas b ris tle  w ith  troops , guard posts, tanks, m issile, bunkers, gun 
emplacements, land mines and other tools o f death and destruction. A  one-hole 
go lf course at a m ilitary base in Panmunjeom, the truce village that has come to 
symbolize the w o rld ’s last Cold War frontier, warns not to retrieve balls at the 
“ w o rld ’s most dangerous go lf course.”

Yet the D M Z  is perhaps Korea’s supreme irony. As you gaze out upon the 
D M Z  from  Checkpoint 3 o f Panmunjeom’s Jo int Security Area, your attention is 
drawn not to  the rare oppo rtun ity  to  peek in to  mysterious N o rth  Korea, the 
N o rth  Korean soldiers perched on the watchtower nearby or your chances o f 
survival in a sudden re-opening o f hostilities. Instead, you’ re captivated by the 
supreme tranquility— the quiet, the lush green hillsides, the rare birds swooping 
in to untouched marshlands. Here, at the most militarized border on the planet, 
you feel completely at peace.

The D M Z  stretches some 248 kilometers across the Korean Peninsula from  the 
mouth o f the Imjingang River in the west to  the town o f Goseong in the east. The 
demilitarized zone itself, where human activ ity has been greatly lim ited fo r the 
last ha lf-century, has become one o f A sia ’s greatest nature preserves. In  the 
sparsely populated hinterlands just outside the zone, where i t  seems soldiers 
outnumber civilians, you can find  both towering monuments to  battles won and 
derelict ruins that stand witness to  the tragedy o f war.

Viewing a guard post in the DMZ
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P anm unjeom

W it h  th e  f a l l  o f  th e  B e r l in  W a l l ,  
P a n m u n je o m  becam e the  w o r ld ’s las t 

rem ain ing  ou tpos t where dem ocracy and 
communism lite ra lly  stare each other down 

in a tense standoff, pregnant w ith  po litica l 
and  h is to r ic  m ean ing . T h is  is n o t y o u r 

o rd in a ry  to u r is t  d e s tin a tio n . C iv i l ia n s  
c a n n o t e n te r  th e  D M Z  w ith o u t  p r io r  

permission and tourists are allowed to  visit 
P anm unjeom  o n ly  as p a rt o f  o rgan ize d

Kaesong Industrial 
Complex

GAESEONG

Limit Line

Propaganda Freecom V'

Chopyeongdo
Tunnel

•  Imjingak

•  Munsan Station

Pa|u City

T
SEOUL

group tours. Even then, visitors must fo llo w  
s tr ic t dress codes and, above a ll,  fo l lo w  

closely the instructions o f  o ff ic ia l guides, 
w ho  are usually US soldiers.

Tours  fro m  Seoul f irs t take  you a long 
Freedom Road xlS5, the fla t and stra igh t 

h ighw ay  connecting  the ca p ita l w ith  the 
D M Z .  T h e  buses e v e n tu a lly  reach  the 

Im jin g a n g  R iv e r  c ro ssed  b y  the
U nification Bridge This is the end o f

the line fo r most civilians. I f  you ’re w ith  a 
tou r group, however, you ’ ll pass through an 

arm y checkpoint at the southern end o f the 
b ridge  and cross in to  the C iv il ia n  L im it  

Z o n e  an d , a b it  beyond th a t, the  J o in t 
Security Area o r JSA.

T h e  f i r s t  s to p  on the  to u r  is C am p  
Bonifas (named after a US soldier w ho was 

axed to  death in the JSA in  1974), a large 
S outh K orean  m il i ta r y  in s ta lla t io n  th a t 
serves as the  base cam p  o f  the  U n ite d  

N a tion s  Com m and Security Force— Jo in t 
S ecurity  A rea . Fo r m ost o f  po s t-K ore an  

W ar history, the southern side o f the JSA 
was jo in tly  patrolled, but since 2004 i t  has 

been en trus ted  e xc lus ive ly  to  the  South 
Koreans (a lthough  a sm all co n tin g e n t o f 
Western, mostly American, troops remain). 

A t the camp, you’ l l  be briefed, usually by a 
US officer, on the history and regulations o f

Panmunjeom’s Joint Security Area (JSA)



the JSA. There, you can also check out the 
short one hole par-3 on the base premises—  

just don ’t  expect to  retrieve your g o lf balls, 
as the fa irway is surrounded by mine fields.

I t ’s ano the r sh o rt bus r id e  to  the JSA. 
A bou t 400 meters past Camp Bonifas, you 
c o m e  to  a d o u b le -b a rb e d  w ire  fence 

m anned by South Korean so ld ie rs . T h is  
fence, which continues almost unbroken fo r 

the entire breadth o f  the Korean Peninsula, 
marks the start o f  the D M Z . Pass the fence 
and i t ’s like  entering a completely d ifferent 

planet: vegetation grows lush and, outside 
the bus, the scenery is eerily peaceful and, 
f ra n k ly ,  sp o o ky . Some o f  the  la n d  is 
c u lt iv a te d  by the v illa g e rs  o f  Daeseong- 

dong the o n ly  c iv ilian  ha b ita tion  in 
the southern ha lf o f  the D M Z . But by and 

la rge , the o n ly  th in g s  th a t m ove are the 
birds; protected from  human activ ity  fo r a 
h a lf  c e n tu ry , th e  D M Z  has becom e a 
habitat fo r many species o f w ild  birds.

The Jo in t Security Area itse lf is icon ic , 
especially i f  you’ve seen Park C han-w ook’s 
2 0 0 0  f i lm ,  ]SA. T h is  s m a ll c lu s te r  o f  

bu ild ings (some impressive, some humble) 
was b u ilt in  1953 fo llow in g  the Arm istice

Agreement w hich brought the figh ting  to  a 
ha lt. The signing o f the document was done 

in  the  o r ig in a l v il la g e  o f  P anm un jeo m  
w h ic h  was a c tu a lly  lo ca te d  a b o u t 800 

m e te rs  to  th e  n o r t h  b u t  has s in c e  
disappeared. The JSA— w ide ly  referred to 

as “ Truce V illa ge ” — was used fo r  regular 
meetings between N o rth  Korean and UN  
m il i ta ry  o ff ic ia ls  (the M il i ta r y  A rm is tice  

C o m m itte e  o r  M A C )  to  sup e rv ise  the 
im plem entation o f the armistice and is still 
o c c a s io n a l ly  used f o r  in te r -K o re a n  

meetings.
The JSA is sp lit down the middle by the 

M i l i t a r y  D e m a rca tio n  L in e  (M D L ) ,  the 
actual “ border”  between N o rth  and South 

K o re a . O n  th e  s o u th e rn  s ide  a re  th e  
im p re ss ive  Freedom  H ouse  *1 °^  У and 

Peace H ouse S 5*2* У, w h ic h , aside fro m  
be ing sp lend id  pieces o f  m odern Korean 
architecture, are also used fo r N orth -S outh  
meetings. O n the northern side o f the M D L  

is the  P anm ungak Э&Ч, a g ray  S ta lin is t 
structure w hich, ou r guides w ill po in t out, 
is probably smaller than it  actually appears. 

Soldiers from  both sides stare down visitors 
and each other. Between the tw o borders is
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the sky-blue M A C  bu ild ing bu ilt in the 60s 

where, w ith  a guide, you may brie fly cross 

o v e r  i n t o  N o r t h  K o re a n  t e r r i t o r y  
(permissible O N LY  w ith in  the build ing).

Near the bu ild ings is a h ighpoin t called 
C h e ckp o in t 3 fro m  where you can get a 

sweeping vista o f  the D M Z . The tranqu ility  
o f it  a ll is unnerving. W ho’d imagine that 

s u r ro u n d in g  th is  b e a u t ifu l s tre tc h  o f  
u n to u ch e d  n a tu re  is one o f  the la rgest 

c o n c e n tra tio n s  o f  m il i ta r y  fo rce  in  the 
h is to ry  o f man? In the near distance, the 
N o rth  Korean Potemkin village o f K ijong- 

dong is home to  the w orld ’s tallest flag post 

(160 meters), fly ing the w o rld ’s largest flag.

Your tour guide will bring you somewhere to 
eat, although you may have to pay for food 
separately depending upon the tour.

esi
Pa n m u n j e o m  To u r s

You can’t just drive up to 
Panmunjeom—you need to join a tour.
The USO (02-795-3028), which 
provides morale and entertainment 
services to the US military, conducts 
very popular tours to Panmunjeom. 
Scheduled two times a week, the USO 
tour is reasonable (US$70 for 
civilians), but spots fill up fast. Call the 
USO for the exact schedule. TOURDMZ 
(02-755-0073) also conducts well- 
priced tours o f the JSA at 77,000 won 
(weekdays) and 78,000 won 
(weekends). See www.tourdmz.com 
for more information. See also 
Panmunjeom Travel Center (02-771- 
5593, www.koreadmztour.com), which 
conducts tours for 77,000 won.
One note about the tours, however: 
most have dress codes. Be sure to 
inquire when you reserve a tour spot.
You need to bring your passport and 
children under 11 may not join.

Im jingak Area
A short tra in  t r ip  north o f Seoul brings you 

to  Im jingak, a small park on the Im jingang 
River. A solitary ra ilroad bridge crosses the 

river and, next to  it, lonely concrete pylons 
o f a bridge long since destroyed. Across the 

river is the D M Z  and, beyond that, N orth  
Korea.

For the genera l v is ito r, Im jin g a k  is as 
c lo se  to  N o r th  K o re a  as yo u  can ge t 

w ith o u t ob ta in ing special permission. This, 
and its  easy re achab ility  fro m  Seoul, has 

tu rned  i t  in to  a lite ra l shrine o f  na tiona l 
d iv is io n . O n  the Korean au tum n harvest 
celebration o f Chuseok and the Lunar New' 

Year ho lid ay , N o rth  K o re an -b o rn  South 

Koreans (and the ir descendants) gather at 
Im jing ak  to  pe rfo rm  tra d itio n a l ancestral 

r ite s  ce re m o n ie s . O th e r  v is ito rs  leave 
co lo rfu l ribbons w ith  prayers o f peace and 
reunification.

I m j in g a k  P a v i l io n
T h e  Im jin g a k  P a v ilio n  is a th re e -s to ry  

b u ild in g  w ith  res tau ran ts , an e x h ib it  o f  
photos o f N o rth  Korea, a convenience store, 
cafe and o th e r fa c ilit ie s . W h a t i t  is best 

kn o w n  fo r  is the view s o f  the Im jing ang  
River, D M Z  and N o rth  Korea tha t can be 

seen from  the roo ftop  observatory.

M a n g b a e d a n  A l t a r  У «нд
Between 1945, w hen Korea was d iv ided, 

a n d  th e  s ta r t  o f  th e  K o re a n  W ar, an 
estimated 3.5 m illio n  N o rth  Koreans fled to 
the South to  escape communist oppression. 

They were jo ined by countless more during 
the  K o re a n  W a r a n d , m o re  re ce n tly , a 
g ro w in g  num ber o f defectors flee ing  the 

fa m ine  and repression o f  to d a y ’s N o rth  
Korea. In  Korean, these people are called 
silhyattgmin, o r “ people who have lost their 

h o m e to w n s .”  T h e  f i r s t  g e n e ra t io n  o f

http://www.tourdmz.com
http://www.koreadmztour.com
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silhyangmin have spent the last 60 years 
w ith o u t ever se ttin g  eyes on  the la n d  o f 

th e ir  b ir th , and th e ir  p lig h t ,  one o f  los t 
homes and separated families, is one o f the 

enduring tragedies o f the Korean W ar and 

national division.
In the old days, silhyattgmin used to come 

to  Im jin g a k  on h o lid a y s  and  c o n s tru c t 

temporary altars at which they would perform 
the ancestral rites most Koreans perform in 

their hometowns. In 1986, however, the South 

K o re a n  g o v e rn m e n t c o n s tru c te d  th e  

Mangbaedan, a permanent altar for their use. 
The altar consists o f an incense burner and 

seven stone slabs, each one representing a 
N o rth  Korean p rov ince . O n each slab is 

ca rved  an im age fro m  the  p ro v in c e  i t  
represents.

K o re a n  W a r  M e m o r ia ls
The park at Im jingak is a short w a lk  from 

Im jin g a n g  S ta tio n , the  las t s to p  on the 
truncated Seoul-Shinuiju Line. Some o f the 

park is quite kitsch, fo r instance, a 70 ’s-like 
amusement park— a tad malapropos just 7 
km south o f a border form er US President 

B ill C lin to n  in 1993 ca lled  “ the scariest

Taking in the view. Imjingak

place on E arth ”  a long w ith  shops selling 
N o rth  Korean money, souvenirs and booze.

O th e r  p a r ts  a re  m o re  r e w a r d in g  
in c lu d in g  the w a lk w a y  to  the  p a v il io n  

w here there are several Korean W ar and 

C o ld  W ar-re lated m em oria ls . O ne o f  the 
largest is a memorial to  the Korean cabinet 

m in iste rs k ille d  in  1983 w hen the N o rth  
Koreans bombed the M a rty r ’s M ausoleum 
in  Rangoon, Burma in  a failed a ttem pt to  

assassinate then-S outh Korean pres ident 
C hun  D o o -h w a n . A  m o n u m e n t th a t  is 
afforded particular pride o f place is the one 

dedicated to  the United States forces tha t 
fo u g h t in  the war. Some 16 na tions sent

Mangbaedan Altar, Freedom Bridge and old railway bridge



War monuments (left). Steam Locomotive of Jangdan Station

tro o p s  to  Korea under the U N  fla g  and 
each one has its ow n monument somewhere 

in  the coun try— th is  is the Am erican one. 

The marble cube is surrounded by flags and 
battle reliefs fo r the A rm y, Navy, A ir  Force 
and M arine Corps. The park also has some 

o ld  tanks, fighter planes and other weapons 
on display.

G y e o n g u is e o n  R a ilw a y  B r id g e  895Ш2
The trussed ra ilw a y  bridge  cross ing  the 

Imjingang River is the Gyeonguiseon Railway 
Bridge. I f  you look carefully, you can see that 
a t one tim e  the re  w ere tw o  bridges: the 

eastern one has been restored while only the 
pylons remain o f the western one.

The bridges were b u ilt in 1905 as pa rt of 
the Seoul-Shinuiju ra ilw ay tha t linked Seoul 
w ith  Pyongyang and, beyond that, the great 

r a i l r o a d  n e tw o rk s  o f  M a n c h u r ia  and 
R ussia. A fte r  K o re a ’s d iv is io n  in  1945, 
however, service along the line was cut and, 

du ring  the Korean War, both bridges were 
destroyed, a lthough one was later rebu ilt. 
The  bridges are located past the C iv ilia n  

C o n tro l L ine  and are hence o f f - l im its  to  
civ ilians w ith o u t special permission.

F re e d o m  B r id g e  ^
Just behind the M angbaedan A lta r  is the 
s o -c a lle d  “ F reed om  B r id g e ,”  a s im p le

wooden bridge tha t was a tem porary span 
bu ilt over the Im jingang R iver in  1953 to 

c a r ry  hom e th e  1 2 ,7 7 3  S ou th  K o re a n  
POWs fo llow in g  the A rm istice Agreement. 

It was later moved to  its current spot to  be 
preserved as a m em oria l. A t  the northern 

end o f  the bridge  is a barbed w ire  fence 
ove rlo o ke d  by a guard  to w e r w here  the 
C iv ilian  C on tro l L ine begins. V isitors often 

le a v e  r ib b o n s ,  b a n n e r s ,  f la g s  a n d  
handw ritten notes on the fence.

S te a m  L o c o m o t iv e  o f  J a n g d a n  
S t a t io n  § 9 4  §7i7i5»xi
Near the Freedom Bridge is an o ld , rusted 
a n d  v e r y  m u c h  b a t t le - w o r n  s te a m  
locom otive. For the better pa rt o f 60 years, 

the o ld  tra in  was le ft rusting in  the D M Z  
bu t was m oved to  its cu rre n t lo ca tio n  in 
2009 to  a llow  visitors to  see an im portan t 

piece o f  h is to ry  and sym b o l o f  n a tio n a l 
division.

According to  the tra in ’s fina l operator, it  

was carrying a load o f m ilita ry  supplies to 
U N  forces in the N o rth  on December 31, 

1 9 5 0 , b u t C h inese o p e ra t io n s  m ade i t  
im possib le  to  reach the d e s tina tion . The 
tra in  stopped to  aw ait fu rthe r instructions 
before machine gun fire started ripp ing  in—  

possib ly fro m  U N  troops w ho  w o rried  it  
m ig h t  be used b y  th e  c o m m u n is ts —
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resulting in  the 1,020 bulle t holes ridd ling  

the tra in  body.
A long  the side o f  the tra in  is a barbed 

w ire fence decorated w ith  countless ribbons 

on w h ich  v is ito rs  w r ite  th e ir  prayers fo r 
p e a c e , r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d  K o re a n  

re u n if ic a t io n .  E ven i f  y o u  c a n ’ t  read 
K orean , i t  is w o rth  ta k in g  a lo o k : m any 

have been le ft  by fo re ig n  v is ito rs , some 
from  other con flic t zones around the w orld  

who leave behind prayers fo r peace in  their 

own troubled lands.

I m j in g a k  P y e o n g h o a  N u r i

Also pa rt o f the Im jingak is a fie ld tha t has 
been t ra n s fo rm e d  in to  a peace p a rk ,  

com plete  w ith  an o u td o o r stage used fo r 
concerts and other cu ltu ra l performances. 

I t ’s a beautifu l, tra nqu il place designed by 
respected Korean landscape arch itect M in  

H y u n g -s ik . The h ig h lig h ts  here are the 
“ H i l l  o f  W in d ,”  a grassy h i l l  covered in 

co lo rfu l pinwheels conceived by a rtis t K im  
U n -k y u n g ; and in s ta lla t io n  a r t is t  C h o i 

P yung-gon’s “ C a llin g  U n if ic a t io n ,”  fo u r  
g rand bam boo figu res ad vanc ing  up the 
h ill, facing northwards. The form er reminds 

us tha t the w ind  freely crosses the D M Z , 
free o f the restraints o f ideology, w h ile  the 
la tte r is a q u ie t b u t p o w e rfu l p rayer fo r 

Korean reunification.

Ribbons of peace (top) 
Imjingak Pyeonghoa Nuri

There are a number of restaurants around, including one in the Imjingak Pavilion itself. One 
thing the area is famous for are beans grown in the Jangdan area, or jangdan kong. The 
restaurant in the Imjingak Pavilion cooks up a jangdan bean stew (Jangdan kong jeongol, 
55) that’s worth trying.

Getting to Imjingak is a fairly simple matter. Just take the train from Seoul Station to Munsan 
(every 30 minutes during rush hour, every hour otherwise), and from Munsan change to the 
train for Imjingang Station (about once hourly between 6 am and 6 pm). The trip itself takes 
about an hour.

W hat to  
Ea t

Tr ansport



I n c h e o n  &  G y e o n g g i- d o  1 9 9

H e y r i A rt  V a l l e y  5 | |o |B |o ^ ia |

Bauhaus on the Imjingang River. O r so one could conceivably call Paju’s Heyri 
A rt Valley, a collection o f a rt galleries, workshops, film  studios, bookshops and 
cafes hidden away in an idyllic  valley just an hour’s drive north o f Seoul. Along 
w ith  nearby Paju Book C ity “ f^seiSAI, Heyri is a grand experiment in ecologically 
friendly architecture, design and urban planning, made all the more amazing— or 
surreal, depending on your po int o f view— by its location just a river’s w id th  from  
N o rth  Korea. An outdoor museum (w ith  plenty o f indoor ones, too) that even 
philistines w ithou t the slightest interest in  the arts can enjoy, it ’s a place you could 
spend all day strolling about, dipping in and out o f galleries and bookshops as the 
mood strikes.

H eyri A r t Valley was born in 1997 as part o f a larger e ffo rt to  cultivate the 
cultural industries in a frontie r region long underdeveloped and overmilitarized 
due to  national division. The community is spread out in a quiet hillside valley 
beside the lower end o f the Im jingang River, right where the waterway empties 
out in to the larger Hangang River. Across the river is N o rth  Korea— on your way 
to the village you’ll pass miles o f barbed wire fence and watchtowers along the 
southern bank o f the river, manned by South Korean troops. This in itself makes

Winter reeds and pond, Heyri Art Village



Keumsan Gallery, where architecture literally blends with nature

the village a symbol o f peace and sustainability in a land scarred by w ar and 
destruction.

About 380 artists— includ ing painters, sculptors, graphic artists, filmmakers 
and potters— live and/or w ork  in Heyri. Korea’s top architects were let loose to 
design the studio and art spaces, and the result— an outdoor display o f the very 
best o f eco-friendly Korean design— is absolutely breathtaking. Each and every

bu ild ing  is an expression o f the

G e t t in g  A r o u n d  a t  H e y r i

Walking is easy but, if you’d like, take the 
electric car tour of the village at 8,000 won a 
person (15,000 won for couples, 18,000 won 
for three, 23,000 won for four). You can also 
rent a bike at 7,000 won for the first two 
hours (3,000 won for every extra hour). Bikes 
for two, however, cost 12,000 won for the 
first two hours (8,000 won for every extra 
hour). The bike rental/electric car station is 
near the Keumsan Gallery by Gate 3. Reserve 
by calling 070-7798-0875.

Ta k e  a  M a p !

Even if you can’t read Korean, be sure to pick 
up a map at information booths located in 
the v illage-they really help. There's also a 
general information center that can be 
reached at 1588-7385 or www.heyri.net

in d iv id u a lity  o f both its architect and 
owner. Yet all the structures strictly 
conform  to  the village’s overriding 
princ ip le  o f harm ony w ith  nature, 
d e s ig n e d  to  h a r m o n iz e  a n d  
complement the hills  and streams. 
By regu la tion , none is m ore than 
three stories high. Tying the village 
together is a series o f w a lk ing paths, 
w in d in g  roads and p ic tu resq ue  
bridges.
©  Heyri is a village, which means it is open 
24 hours a day. The galleries, on the other 
hand, keep their own hours: many operate 
from 10 am to 7 pm, although cafds and 
restaurants close later.

Entry is free but many galleries charge 
admission. @1 Take Bus No. 2200 from Exit 2, 
Hapjeong Station, Line 2 and get off at Heyri 
Art Valley. The trip, which runs along 
Freedom Road (Jayu-ro) through Goyang, 
takes about 50 minutes.

http://www.heyri.net
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Paju Book City ' : 'tx i. и  kg Heyri, Paju 
Book City—a collection of Korean publishing 
houses—is an outdoor exhibit of cutting- 
edge architecture and design, conceived to 
harmonize with its wetland environment.
Bus No. 2200 passes through it on the way 
to Heyri.

Total Art Space Book House, designed by Kim Jun- 
sung and New York's SHoP Architects PC (top), 

Han Hyang Lim Ceramic Museum

Odusan Unification Observatory 2£?■ h ’J' 11
: Almost within walking distance of Hyeri is 

the Odusan Unification Observatory which 
overlooks the confluence of the Imjingang and 
Hangang rivers. More notably, it overlooks 
North Korea, which is just 460 m away.

It feels as if Heyri has more cafes and teahouses per square foot 
than anywhere on the planet. Many of the bookshops and exhibit 

what to halls also serve as cafes and any attempt to list them would fall
dreadfully short. One particularly popular cafe is the one in Gallery 
Touch Art ЭУ5|Е1хЮ№ with its usual assortment of coffees and 
teas (and waffles, to boot!) —but its real charm is its location 
overlooking Heyri’s centrally located pond and Reed Square. If you 
want something more substantial than tea or coffee, a number of 
the cafes also have kitchens. Book House has a restaurant/ 
grill that does good food in lovely surroundings.

/ VV  Most visitors to Heyri come as a daytrip from Seoul, but if  you’ve got a bit of coin,
2-Ш* architecturally spectacular Yonaluky (031-959-1122, www.yonaluky.com KR) is itself a work of

WHs ta yT0 art" Each room has an individual outdoor spa (walled for privacy). Rooms double as private 
art galleries, too, with works switched out every several months. Rooms range from 350,000 
to 750,000 won (includes breakfast and dinner). Also architecturally eye-catching Motif 1 
(031-949-0901, www.motifi.co.kr), a guesthouse owned and operated by photographer Lee 
An-soo and designed by hot Korean architect Cho Min-suk. Rooms harmoniously combine 
Western and Korean design elements with the natural surroundings. Many of its guests have 
been local and international artists. Rooms begin at 140,000 won a night. Another work of art 
is Forest Garden (010-2788-2660, www.forestgarden.kr), an architectural award-winning 
guest house that both surrounds and is surrounded by trees. Perfect harmonization of man- 
made and nature. Rooms begin at 170,000 won a night.

http://www.yonaluky.com
http://www.motifi.co.kr
http://www.forestgarden.kr
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S u w o n  H w a s e o n g

Built at the end o f the 18th century by the b rillian t K ing Jeongjo to  house the 
remains o f his father, the mad Prince Sado, Suwon’s Hwaseong Fortress is the 
c row n  jew el o f Joseon K orea ’s s i lh a k  in te lle c tu a l school, a social re fo rm  
movement w ith in  Korean Confucianism  to  focus on practical applications o f 
learning w ith  an emphasis on science and technology. Adopting in its design and 
construction the latest advances in engineering technologies and m ilita ry science, 
including concepts imported from  overseas, the bastion— designated a UNESCO 
W orld  Heritage Site in 1997— emanates a feel tha t is d is tin c tly  Korean yet 
vaguely Western. Its six kilometers o f walls are studded w ith  imposing gates, 
watchtowers, sentry points, secret portals and command pavilions, provid ing 
visitors w ith  an endless list o f things to  explore.
Й The fortress (Paldalmun Gate) is a 20 minute walk from Suwon Station, Line 1.

Hwaseong Fortress’s northern entrance, Janganmun Gate is even larger than Seoul's Sungnyemun Gate.
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K in g  Je o n g j o , Je o n g  Ya k -y o n g  &  S il h a k

Despite the massive scale of the project, Hwaseong 
Fortress was completed in just two years, between 
1794 and 1796, impressive even by today’s standards. 
It was the brainchild o f King Jeongjo (r. 1776-1800), an 
energetic reformer whose reign marked Joseon’s 
cultural, intellectual and scientific renaissance.

There were several reasons behind the building of the 
fortress. Firstly, it would serve as a memorial to 
Jeongjo’s father, Prince Sado, an allegedly sadistic man 
who would have become king had his father, King 
Yeongjo, not ordered him into a rice chest that was then 
locked and left in the hot sun for eight days until he 
died. Believing his father to be the victim o f the Joseon 

King jeongjo Dynasty’s endemic factional strife, Jeongjo ordered the
fortress built to house the late prince’s tomb.

Behind this act o f filia l piety, however, lay some more practical concerns. Korea 
had been invaded by the Japanese in the 16th century and the Manchus in the 17th 
century; both times, Korea’s system o f mountain fortresses failed. Clearly, more 
advanced defensive facilities were needed. Perhaps more importantly, however, 
Jeongjo hoped to  relocate the royal capital to  the new fortress, away from the 
b itter factional strife o f Hanyang (today’s Seoul). He failed in this latter objective, 
the capital remaining in Seoul.

Construction o f the new fortress was entrusted 
to Jeong Yak-yong, better known by his pen 
name, “ Dasan.”  Something of a polymath, Jeong 
was a brilliant scholar, philosopher and architect 
closely associated with the silhak (“ practical 
learning” ) movement w ithin Korean 
Confucianism. Silhak emphasized the practical 
over the metaphysical, focusing on temporal 
matters such as social science, industry and 
technology— Hwaseong Fortress was its 
crowning achievement. Jeong’s blueprints 
incorporated the strengths o f Korean, Chinese 
and Japanese design to produce a fortress that 
could serve in both defensive and offensive 
operations. It even drew upon elements o f Western castle architecture and 
construction, such as its use o f brick. The build ing process made use o f an 
ingenious series o f pulleys and cranes, operated by paid workers rather than 
corvee labor. The result was a fortress that was both functional and a work of art in 
its own right.

Dasan Jeong Yak-yong

A
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H ik in g  H w aseong
Hwaseong Fortress forms a nearly fu ll ring around Suwon’s o ld downtown. A t 
one time, the entire city was contained w ith in  its walls but urban development in 
the m odern era has led to  m uch o f the c ity  s p illin g  o u t beyond the gates. 
U nusua lly  fo r  K orean fortresses th a t ty p ic a lly  su rround  e ither a to w n  o r 
mountain top, Hwaseong does both, running along both fla t lowlands and steep 
hillsides. You can wa lk the whole th ing in about three hours, although you’ ll 
probably want to  spend an entire day exploring, ф  Hwaseong Fortress: 1,000 won.

О  Janganmun Gate 82®: The o ld  north 
gate o f the fortress, this massive porta l w ith  

a two-story pavilion is Korea’s largest gate, 
even larger than Seoul’s Sungnyemun. Note 

the crescent-shaped demilune th a t offers the 
gate even further protection from  enemies. 

The gate is beautifu l both day and night.

О  Hwaseomun Gate SWB; N o t on ly  is 

Hwaseong’s western gate s trik ing  in its ow n 

right; i t ’s also protected by an imposing 
brick watchtower tha t cannot be found 

elsewhere in  Korea.

О  Hwahongmun Gate M ore o f a 

bridge than a gate, this section o f the wall 
was built w ith  seven arches through which 

flows Suwoncheon Stream. Nearby is a pond 
and, on the h ill overlooking it, a command 

pavilion. This is one o f the most picturesque 
stretches o f the wall.

О  Paldalmun Gate and Seojangdae 
Pavilion -‘■IS'H; N ow  a tra ffic  island 

surrounded by modern Suwon, the grand 

o ld  south gate offers a dram atic contrast 
between the o ld  and new. From the gate, 

fo llo w  the wall as it  ascends M t. Paldalsan

О  Janganmun Gale

Banghwasuryujeong Pavilion

Hwaseomun Gate

Suwon Hwaseong

Hwahongmun

Hwaseong
Museu

Maehyang Girl's Elementry School
In fo rm a tio n ^ *
Highschool

О  Hwaseong Haenggung

Seojangdae 
Pavilion

Filial Piety BelT

Changnyongmun Gate

Ammmun (Secret Gate)

О



until you reach Seojangdae Pavilion. 

Located on the highest po in t o f the w a ll, 
this com mand post offers breathtaking 
views o f  the fortress, c ity  and h ills  beyond.

О  Secret Gates Called ammun in  
Korean, these hidden entrances were used 
to  sneak supplies in to  the fortress and, if  

need be, let troops sally outside the fortress 
to  attack a besieging enemy. The one in the 
southwest on the slope o f M t. Paldalsan is 
pa rticu larly  interesting.

О  Hwaseong Haenggung g u ilt by

Jeongjo as a royal residence fo r the king 
when he visited his father’s tom b, this 

gorgeous tem porary palace was restored in

2003, the orig ina l having been destroyed 

during the Japanese co lon ia l era.
^  1.500 won

О  Traditional Archery S S 3 £ : There’s a 

range in the fortress where you can try  your 
hand at the Korean m artia l trad ition  o f 
archery. Fee: 2,000 w on fo r 10 arrows.

О  Filial Piety Bell S - 2|S: Hwaseong was 
bu ilt as an act o f f ilia l piety; to  celebrate 
this, the c ity  hung a big Korean-style bell 

fo r visitors to  ring. You ring it  three times: 
once fo r your parents’ health, once fo r your 
fam ily ’s health, and once fo r you r own 

personal development. Fee: 1,000 won for 
singles and doubles, 2 ,000 w on fo r groups 
o f three o r four.

Suwon is quite famous for its galbi (barbecued ribs). Yeonpo Galbi 9-v уь|
V y 7 (02-255-1337), near Hwahongmun Gate is especially well known but
whattd there are literally a hundred restaurants specializing in this dish

throughout Suwon.

Suwon is usually a day-trip from Seoul, but if you feel like spending the 
night, Hwaseong Guest House (031-245-6226, www.hsguesthouse.com) is very conveniently 

WHs™ ro located just behind Paldalmun Gate, with dormitory rooms beginning at 15,000 won (private
rooms with bath for 30,000 won). If you’re exploring not only Suwon, but nearby Yongin, the 
colorfully named Hotel Amour & Symphony (031-206-0942, www.amourhotel.com) on the east 
side of town is a good value at 90,000 won a night.

http://www.hsguesthouse.com
http://www.amourhotel.com
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Y o n g in

For many Seoulites, Yongin represents a nice day tr ip  out o f the big city. W ith in 
the lushly forested hillsides o f this conveniently located Seoul suburb are some of 
Korea’s most popular tou ris t destinations, includ ing the massive Korean Folk 
V illage and, o f course, Everland theme park— one o f the most visited theme 
parks in the know n universe. I f  you ’re look ing  fo r somewhere to  escape the 
masses, Yongin m ight no t necessarily f i t  the b ill;  on any given weekend, the 
masses may very well fo llo w  you down there. But, ow ing to  its p rox im ity  and 
entertainment facilities, Yongin’s a fantastic place to  bring the kids. And if  a little  
adult tranqu ility  is what you’re looking for, the Н о -Am A rt Museum and Нее 
Won Garden, the latter one o f the finest examples o f Korean trad itional garden 
design anywhere in the country, are well worth the short bus ride out o f Seoul.

K o re a n  F o lk  V i l l a g e
Korean Folk Village is, natch, a Korean fo lk  
village— and a large one, at that. You cou ld 
l i te ra l ly  spend an e n tire  day w a n d e rin g  

a ro u n d  th e  p la ce ; o r  tw o  days i f  yo u

happen to  get lost.
I t ’s been said by some that Korean Folk 

V illage is “ a r tif ic ia l.”  Th is is true— unlike 
A n d o n g ’s H aho e  V illa g e  o r S uncheon ’s 
N agan Eupseong, Korean F o lk  V illage  is

Everland, one of the world busiest theme parks
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no t a pre-existing h is to ric  village th a t has 

been preserved. I t  was p u rp o s e -b u ilt in  
1974 as an open-air fo lk  museum.

T h a t b e in g  sa id , as fo lk  v illa g e s  go, 

Korean Fo lk  V illage has been done qu ite  
tastefully. The Joseon Dynasty-style homes 

and build ings— some 270 structures s itting 
on a grand to ta l o f 245 acres— have been 

painstakingly reconstructed as authentically 
as possible. So good are the reconstructions 

a n d  a tm o s p h e re  th a t  th e  v i l la g e  is 
frequently used as a f ilm  set. The place is 
very picturesque— a camera is mandatory.

K orean F o lk  V illa ge  is su rroun ded  by 
forest and sp lit roughly in  h a lf by a long, 

n a rro w  lake. The actua l fo lk  v illage  is a 
sho rt w a lk  fro m  the adm ission gate, just 

past the ob ligatory restaurants, tea houses 
and g if t  shops. Once inside, however, i t ’s 

like  being transported back in  tim e to the 
Joseon era. As you meander throughout the 

v il la g e , y o u ’ l l  com e across t r a d it io n a l 
dwellings from  all regions and social classes 
o f  Korea, from  the homes o f Jejudo Island 

peasants w ith  th e ir  d is tin c t iv e  tha tched 
roofs tied w ith  rope, and walls made from  
vo lca n ic  ro c k , to  the d ig n if ie d  t i le - r o o f  

homes o f yangban scholar aristocrats. You 
can even find  a massive county magistrate’s 
c o m p le x  an d  seowon, th e  C o n fu c ia n  

schools tha t served the role o f universities 
and higher learning in the Joseon era.

A t some o f  these dwellings you can find 
s ta f f  in  t r a d i t io n a l  g a rb  e n g a g in g  in  
t ra d it io n a l c ra fts  such as s p in n in g  and 

s t ra w  c r a f ts .  Som e e v e n ts  a re  m o re  
seasonal; d u r in g  the D ano  ho lid a y , th is  
w rite r watched as locals washed the ir hair 

w ith  w ate r bo iled w ith  calam us p lan ts, a 
t ra d it io n  once believed to  m ake the h a ir 
sh in y . T h e  v il la g e  a lso  stages re g u la r  

cu ltu ra l performances and provides several 
hands-on activities fo r children.

D uring  the hot summer months, be sure

to  try  a cup o f  misutgaru Dl£ 7№ (1 ,0 0 0  

w on), a cool d rin k  made from  toasted grain 

powder and honey— the trad itiona l m arket 
is a good place to  score one.
©  Winter: 9 am to 6 pm, summer: 10 am to  7:30 
pm. Hours change slightly throughout the year 
and between weekdays and weekends. 
ф  15,000 won for adults, 12,000 won for teens, 
and 10,000 won for children. @ From Exit 5 of 
Gangnam Station, Line 2, take the 5001-1 bus 
to the Korean Folk Village. The trip takes about 
one hour. (© 031-288-0000 6  www.koreanfolk. 
co.kr

E v e r la n d
When Seoulites th ink o f Yongin, they th ink  

o f Everland. The Everland Resort, owned 
by Samsung C o rp o ra t io n , is one o f  the 
largest amusement parks on earth. S itting  

on 3,700 acres o f prime real estate, the park 
ranked sixth w orldw ide in park attendance 
in 2002, and eventually w orked its w ay to 

number five, beating out lum inaries such as 
Epcot, Disney M G M  and D isney’s Anim al 
K ingdom , and earning a place on Forbes’ 

lis t o f best amusement parks.

http://www.koreanfolk
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I f  you ’ve been to Disneyland you know  

w ha t to  expect. I f  you ’re prepubescent, or 

just really in to  amusement parks, Everland 
is a dream come true. Even i f  you aren’t, i t ’s 
s till w o rth  v is iting  fo r the sheer scale and 

surrealness o f i t  a ll. On a weekend, families 
fro m  a ll over the coun try  descend on the 

place in  droves.

Everland is broken up in to  six zones—  
American Adventure, M agic Land, Aesop’s 

V illa ge , European A dven ture , Z o o-T op ia  
and G lobal Fair. Leave any hope you have o f 

seeing i t  a ll in  a single day a t the t ic k e t 
booth— you could spend a week wandering 

around and not see everything. And th a t’s 
not even including Caribbean Bay 
Everland Resort’s summer water park, o r its 

large zoo. Each section has its own unique 

rides and attractions. The architecture and 

atmosphere is very Disney-like—  while the 
Disney Castle is missing, you’ ll be greeted at 

the entrance w ith  m ock-ups o f St. Basil’s 
C a th e d ra l, the  H ag ia  S oph ia  and w h a t 

appears to  be a giant wall-m ural o f a Tuscan

village.
A lso like  D isneyland, there’s s tu ff fo r big 

people to  do, too. Fancy a round o f golf? 
T ry  the Glen Ross G o lf C lub se!sLA5=3ii; 

bu t be forewarned— at 220,000 w on  on a 
weekend, green fees tend to  be steeper than 

elsewhere, outside o f perhaps Japan o r the 

most exclusive clubs. I f  you ’ re a race fan, 
E v e r la n d  S p e e d w a y  
(currently under reconstruction) is Korea’s 

best raceway. It even provides classes fo r 

asp iring  M a r io  A nd re ttis  o f  the w o rld  to  
earn the ir racing licenses. Car nuts w ill also 

a p p r e c ia t e  th e  n e a r b y  S a m s u n g  
T ra n s p o r ta t io n  M u se u m  A
shuttle bus service takes you throughout the 

entire complex.
©  9:30 am to 10 pm (subject to change, 
depending on season) ф  For adults, it's 31,000 
won for a single-entry pass (23,000 won for 
children). A  day pass will run you 38,000 won 
(29,000 won for children). Day tickets to 
Caribbean Bay are 35,000 won (adults) and
27,000 won (children). There is discounted 
admission for post-5 pm admission. @The 
fastest way to get to Everland is by Bus No.
5002 from Exit 6 of Gangnam Station, Line 2 (1

Everland. Korea's largest amusement park



hr). There are also buses from Seoul National 
University of Education and Sadang Stations, as 
well as Suwon Station. If going there from 
Korean Folk Village, take Bus No. 10-5 from the 
parking lot front. ®  031 -320-5000 6  www. 
everland.com

Но-Am Art Museum 
& Нее Won Garden
Also pa rt o f Samsung’s Yongin fiefdom , the 
Н о -A m  A r t  M u s e u m  re a lly  de serves  

sep a ra te  m e n tio n . T h e  la rg e s t p r iv a te  
museum in Korea, it  is undoubtedly one o f 

the w o rld ’s finest collections o f Korean art. 
The museum houses the private collection 

o f  the late Samsung founder, Lee Byung- 
chu l, and includes several pieces tha t were 

designated as n a tio n a l treasures by the 
Korean government.

The a rt collection aside, the museum is 

w o rth  v is iting fo r the setting alone. Spread 
in  fro n t o f the museum is the splendor o f 

Н е е  W o n  G a rd e n ,  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t 
spectacular examples o f Korean trad itiona l 
garden design anywhere. Korean gardens 

a re  de s ig n e d  to  a p p e a r as n a tu ra l as 
p o s s ib le  —  th e  h u m a n  to u c h e s  a re  

unassum ing yet b r il l ia n t  in  the w ay they 
b le n d  h a rm o n io u s ly  w i th  th e  n a tu ra l 
environm ent. A  Silla-era stone pagoda here, 

a G oryeo-era B uddhist re lie f there— even 
the garden ornaments are precious cu ltu ra l 
properties. The mountains and nearby lake 

are as m uch a p a rt o f  the garden as the 
p ic tu resqu e  lo tu s  p o n d . You can spend

Beautiful Нее Won Garden

h o u rs  here c o n te n t ly  d o in g  a b s o lu te ly  
nothing but relaxing, listening to  the sound 

o f  th e  w in d  a n d  r u n n in g  w a te r .  
O verlooking the garden atop stone terraces 

tha t blend in w ith  the surroundings are the 
museum hall and a pleasant teahouse where 
you can enjoy a cool beverage.

I f  yo u  m anage to  m o m e n ta r i ly  free  
yo u rs e lf fro m  the ga rden ’s m esm eriz ing  

tranqu ility , the museum itself is home to a 
vast collection o f m etalwork, Buddhist art, 

paintings and ceramics dating from  the pre
h istoric period to  the Joseon era.
©  10 am to 6 pm ^  4,000 won @ Free shuttle 
bus service will take you to the museum from 
the ticket booth area of Everland (10 am to 4 
pm, departs hourly except at noon) ®  031-320- 
1801-2 6  http://hoam.samsung.foundation.org

W h a t  to 
Eat

Everland has its obligatory restaurants and eateries, including international eats. The 
atmosphere is a bit on the young side, though. Out o f the way, but very popular, is Sansarang 
tw t f  (031-263-6080, www.sansalang.co.kr), a tranquil spot at the foot of a mountain serving 
Sannamul jeongsik S-Ч (mountain vegetables, soup and rice served in a stone pot) for
14,000 won a person.

Almost always done as a daytrip from Seoul. If you’d like to combine your trip with a bit of 
skiing/snowboarding, though, the nearby Yangji Pine Resort ' ;х|п|°№  1- (031-338-2001, www. 

“  pineresort.com) has rooms for about 300,000 won a night, but more importantly, it also has 
six ski slopes, rated beginner to advanced.

http://hoam.samsung.foundation.org
http://www.sansalang.co.kr
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N a m h a n s a n s e o n g  Fo r t r e s s

Namhansanseong Fortress is a picturesque m ounta in  fortress tha t rings the 
hilltops overlooking the Seoul suburb o f Bundang. The nearly 12 km o f walls 
and gates, surrounded by rich ly forested hillsides, were bu ilt in the 17th century 
(and greatly reb u ilt and restored in the 20th century), and contain temples, 
shrines and even a tem porary palace fo r use by the king. The walls provide 
breathtaking views o f the c ity  o f Seoul, especially from  the West Gate A1°, from 
where sunsets and night views are particularly inspiring.

In addition to  its scenic beauty, Namhansanseong is also famous fo r being the 
site o f one the most hum iliating defeats in Korean history (see next page).

The fortress is now a provincial park w ith  well-maintained hiking paths to  all 
points o f interest. If you’d like to  circumnavigate the walls, expect to  set aside 
about three to  four hours. There are tons o f restaurants in fron t o f the South 
Gate so don’t  worry about sustenance.

View of Seoul from Namhansanseong Fortress
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Surrender at Namhansanseong Fortress

Historically, the fortress is most famous for a dramatic siege that took place here in 
1636. The Manchus, then in the m idst o f a war against China’s Ming Dynasty, had 
invaded Korea after the court o f King Injo rebuffed Manchu demands for recognition. 
The invaders, a motley crew o f Manchu and Mongolian warriors, quickly dashed down 
the peninsula while Injo and his court retreated to safety o f Namhansanseong 
Fortress. A massive Manchu force—personally led by Manchu leader Hong Taiji, the 
founder o f China’s Qing Dynasty—laid siege to the fortress which was defended by 
just a handful o f Koreans. Despite the enemy’s overwhelming numbers, the defenders 
held out bravely for 45 days before news came that the island o f Ganghwado, where 
the royal family had taken refuge, had fallen, and In jo ’s queen, consorts and children 
were now captive. Injo decided to surrender but Hong Taiji, looking to make a point, 
demanded Injo surrender in person. Injo, the Crown Prince and a party o f retainers left 
the fortress and headed to an altar on the south bank o f the frozen Hangang River 
where Injo kowtowed to Hong, signaling Korea’s submission to the Qing.

West Gate (left), Sueojangdae, the fortress's old command post

Most people take the subway to Sanseong Station (Line 8), then Bus No. 9 from Exit 2 of the 
station to the fortress’s South Gate. The bus ride takes about 20 minutes. Another option is to 
take Line 5 to Macheon Station, from which a hiking path to the West Gate of the fortress 
starts. The hike to the gate takes about an hour.
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ICHEON ° I S

For ha lf a m illenn ium , Korea’s finest ceramics have come from  the k ilns  o f 
Icheon, a sm all to w n  about an ho u r southeast o f Seoul in the p rov ince  o f 
Gyeonggi-do. Indeed, they still do — Icheon is home to about 300 active ceramics 
producers and 40 traditional firewood kilns tha t keep the region’s time-honored 
artistic traditions alive. Here, amidst the plentifu l wood and clay, artisans churn 
out beautiful works o f art that are as functional as they are eye-pleasing.

In  addition to  producing w onderfu l ceramics, Icheon is also one o f Korea’s 
most fertile regions; its local cuisine is accordingly first-rate. Finish up a day o f 
ceramic shopping w ith  a meal at one o f the tow n ’s many restaurants specializing 
in ssalbap jeongsik  an exquisite table d ’hote o f rice, soup, meat and 20 or
so side dishes— it ’s lite ra lly f it  fo r a king.

Icheon Ceramics Village °12ех17|о®
Today, most o f Icheon’s ceramic producers 
are located in the ru ra l ham let o f S indun- 

myeon У 5 9 , a short tax i ride from  Icheon’s 
express bus te rm ina l. The producers have 
largely gathered in tw o  “ potters’ villages,”  

o r doyechon Е0||!— one in  S indun-m yeon 
p ro p e r and the o th e r in  a v a lle y  ca lled  

Sagim akgol. Both are s im ila r— dozens o f

s tud ios  and shops w here  you can spend 

days go in g  th ro u g h  the b e a u tifu l wares, 
w h ich  in c lu d e  price less vases and d a ily  

item s lik e  cups, p la tes  and spoons— a ll 
w o rk s  o f  a r t .  T h e  a r t is a n s  a re  o f te n  
manning the shops, so i f  you ’d like  to  talk 

to  the artist, there’s plenty o f op portun ity  to  
do so (assuming you speak some Korean). 

Both areas have tra d itio n a l w ood -bu rn ing

Icheon Ceramics Festival celebrates the town's proud pottery heritage.



I n c h e o n  &  Gy e o n g g i- do

kilns fo r good measure.

Classes are also offered fo r those w ho’d 
like to try  the ir hand at pottery. One such 

place in Sagimakgol is Duseong Doye Gyosil 
spS£.otU2*J (031 -6 32 -013 0 ), w ith  hands-on 

programs tha t begin a t 20,000 won.

Haegang Ceramics Museum
5ЦУЕХр|0|ф@

Haegang Ceram ics M useum , located no t 

fa r fro m  the ceram ics villages in  S indun- 
m yeon, was founded in  1990 by the late 

“ H aegang”  Y oo K u n -h yu n g , a ceram ics 

m a s te r  w h o  d e d ic a te d  h is  l i f e  to  
re d is c o v e r in g  K o re a ’s p ro u d  G o ry e o  
celadon tra d itio n . The museum is a good 

place to  learn about Korea’s ceramic history 
as w e ll as to  a p p re c ia te  th e  b e a u t ifu l 
collection o f w ork .
©  031 -634-2266-7 6  www.haegang.org

The Beauty of Joseon Ceramics

While Korean ceramics date back to prehistory, their golden age was the joseon era 
when ceramics became Korea’s most beloved art form. The artisans o f the previous 
dynasty, the Buddhist Goryeo Kingdom (918-1392), produced intricate porcelains 
renowned for the ir beautiful celadon glaze. With the overthrow of Goryeo by the neo- 
Confucian founders o f the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910), the ornate celadon styles fell 
out o f favor. Taking the ir place was baekja, or joseon white porcelain. These wares, 
pure white in color and almost completely unadorned, better reflected the simpler, 
austere tastes o f the times.

The Icheon region, along w ith the neighboring towns ofYeoju °1' and Gwangju 
became the center o f the Joseon ceramics industry. This was partly thanks to  the 
area’s rich supply o f kaolinite, o r china clay. It also helped that the region was 
blessed w ith a good supply o f water and wood as well as, perhaps most importantly, 
easy transport access to the royal capital o f Seoul.

Toward the end o f the Joseon era, a flood o f cheaper foreign-produced ceramics 
and, later, imperial pressure led to a decline in Icheon’s ceramics industry. Since 
Liberation in 1945, however, the kilns have been burning bright again as artisans 
gather in the region’s valleys not only to keep alive the traditions o f the past, but also 
to put the ir own spin on the ancient craft and share their knowledge w ith the public.

Д 0 1

Icheon Ceramics Festival

The best time of year to come to Icheon 
is from late April to late May when the 
town is in the midst of the month-long 
Icheon Ceramics Festival. This 
celebration of the town’s proudest 
artistic tradition, going strong since 
1987, brings people from all over to see 
and purchase the wares, enjoy hands- 
on experiences and take in the many 
cultural performances on hand. 
www.ceramic.or.kr

http://www.haegang.org
http://www.ceramic.or.kr
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Silleuksa Temple & Mok-A Museum
Just to the east o f Icheon is the small tow n  o f Yeoju which, like Icheon, is known fo r its age- 
o ld  ceramics trad ition . A short bus ride from  “ do w n tow n”  Yeoju brings you to the stunning 

B u d d h is t tem p le  o f  S ille uksa . W h ile  m o s t K orean  tem p les a re  lo ca te d  on  rem ote  
m o u n ta in s id e s , S ille u ksa  was ins tead  b u il t  r iv e rs id e  w ith  b e a u t ifu l v ie w s  o f  the 

Namhangang River.
The temple is believed to  have been founded in the Silla era, and underwent its last major 

renovation at the beginning o f the 18th century. In  1473, i t  received the honor o f being 
named the supervisory tem ple fo r the tom b o f  K ing  Sejong the G reat, w ho  was buried 

nearby. The precinct boasts o f numerous treasures, the most impressive o f which may be its 
Goryeo-era seven-story brick pagoda, a ra rity  in a country where most pagoda are b u ilt o f 

stone. Be sure to  check out some o f the other beautifu l pieces o f masonry, too , including 
some memorial steles, an impressive stone lantern, a granite pagoda and an early Joseon 

Dynasty wooden hall dedicated to  three great h istoric monks. Silleuksa’s most picturesque 
site, however, is the simple pavilion and stone pagoda b u ilt on a granite slab overlooking 

d irectly the Namhangang River. The sunsets here are w orth  the visit.
I t ’s good to  com bine a v is it to  Silleuksa w ith  a v is it to  M o k -A  M useum , founded by 

Korean trad itiona l w oodcraft artist Park Chan-su in 1993 as a repository fo r Buddhist art. 

There are some impressive indoor and ou tdoor displays; the woodcraft is especially inspiring. 
©  Mok-A Museum 9 am to 5 pm (Nov to Feb), 9 am to 6 pm (Mar to Oct) ®  Silleuksa 031-885-2505 
Mok-A Museum 031-885-9952 &  Silleuksa 2,200 won, Mok-A Museum 5,000 won ®  From Icheon. 
take a bus for Yeoju (30 min). From Yeoju, take one of the frequent buses to Silleuksa from in front of 
Yeoju Bus Terminal (10 min). To get to Mok-A Museum, take a bus or taxi from in front of Silleuka (5 
min). You could also take a taxi from Yeoju Bus Terminal to Silleuksa for about 5,000 won. From Seoul, 
buses to Yeoju depart from Dong Seoul Terminal and Express Bus Terminal (1 hrs 20 min).



In c h e o n  &  G y e o n g g i-d o  215

0  Haegang Ceram ics Museum
О  Imgeumnim Ssalbapjip

Mt. Seolboi 

0  Youngwolam

Q -rti In the popular consciousness, Icheon is 
'^ 7 '  associated with two things-ceramics and 
wh*t to ssalbap or rice. Icheon rice, in fact,

E,T was of such high quality that it was found
atop the king’s dinner table during the 
Joseon era. Simply put, this is a fertile 
area with good food.

Icheon’s gift to Korea’s culinary 
landscape is ssalbapjip УУУ, restaurants 
that specialize in Icheon-style jeongsik. 
jeongsik or table d’hote, will differ 
slightly from place to place and in Icheon it generally consists of rice in a stone pot, meat, 
crab seasoned with soy sauce, a soup and an array of countless side dishes. It’s as appealing 
visually as it is to the taste buds.

The area around Sindun-myeon—indeed, everywhere in Icheon—is full of places to have 
ssalbap jeongsik, and regularly attracts Seoulites in search of a good meal. The most famous 
of these restaurants is Imgeumnim Ssalbapjip (031-6320-3626) in Sindun-myeon.
Locals, however, recommend Taepyeong Seongdae (031-638-8088), a massive place 
just across from the Sagimakgol Village that seems to be doing a roaring trade.

Highly recommended for a very pleasant culinary experience is Deokjegung ЭДЗ (031-634- 
4811), an exquisitely appointed hanok-sty\e restaurant located on a quiet hillside just off the 
road in Sindun-myeon. Dining areas are private, entered through Korean-style wood and paper 
doors—the peaceful, dignified atmosphere perfectly complements the outstanding cuisine.

■ ■  Buses to Icheon depart from Seoul’s Gangnam Express Bus Term inal-the trip takes about an 
hour. Once you’re in Icheon, most of the ceramics-related sites are a short taxi ride away from 

T,,|” o>*T bus termina'- You may wish to take the taxi driver’s business card when you reach your
destination—to get to your next destination (or back to the bus terminal, for that matter), you 
may have to call him again. This is all quite easy to do and makes getting around much easier, 
especially if you’re carrying around a bag of newly purchased ceramics.
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Y a n g s u - r i ° ^ l

About 50 km  west o f Seoul, Yangsu-ri— literally, “ Town o f Two Waters” — is but 
a sm a ll v illa g e  a t the w estern e x tre m ity  o f  the  G yeo ngg i-do  co u n ty  o f 
Yangpyeong. It owes its name to the fact that the Bu к  hangang and Namhangang 
Rivers converge here to  form  the m ighty Hangang River. Thanks to  this strategic 
location, it used to  be a thriv ing commercial po rt in the days when wooden boats 
plied Korea’s rivers laden w ith  grain and wood. The construction o f the nearby 
Paldang Dam in the 1970s and the subsequent designation o f the river area 
as a “ green belt”  ended Yangsu-ri’s days as an inland port, but its scenic beauty 
and convenient placement on National Road N o. 6 turned it  in to a popular 
d riv ing  and date destination fo r Seoulites. The recent extension o f the Seoul 
subway’s Jungang Line has made it  even more accessible.

The most scenic spot in the town is a place called Dum ulm eori " a pure 
Korean translation o f the Sino-Korean “ Yangsu-ri”  and, in fact, the name locals 
use fo r the town. Located at the southern end o f an island in the Bukhangang 
River, the site overlooks the po int where the tw o  rivers merge. M ark ing  the spot 
is a grand 400-year-old zelkova tree tha t has shaded visitors here for centuries;

Early morning at Yangsu-ri



1. Old zelkova tree, Yangsu-ri 2. Jangdokdae Fountain, Semiwon 3. Lotus blossoms, Semiwon

you m ight recognize it  as it  has featured in countless ads and T V  dramas. Floating 
peacefully on the water are tw o  yellow-sailed wooden boats— a common sight on 
the river not so long ago— these are reconstructions crafted by K im  Gwi-seong, 
Korea’s only remaining builder o f Korean traditional sailboats.

The best time to  v isit is about an hour before sunrise, especially in spring and 
autumn when the big gap between nighttime and daytime temperatures gives rise 
to a cover o f m ist and fog over the river.

Just across from  Dum ulm eori on the “ m ainland”  is a pleasant garden called 
Semiwon which takes its name from  the old saying, “ When you see water, 
wash your mind, and when you see flowers, beautify your heart.”  In addition to 
being a place o f relaxation, it  is also an exercise in natural water purifica tion  
thanks to  the garden’s many aquatic plants. The garden is most famous fo r its 
paddies o f lotus flowers w h ich are best seen from  early June to  early August. 
Admission is 3,000 won but you receive a voucher redeemable fo r 3,000 w on ’s 
worth  o f local agricultural goods.

Sujongsa Temple fro m  the b o tto m  o f the m o u n ta in  to  the

D um ulm eori is where you can apprecia te temple ( if  you’ re lucky, a passing car m ight 

the scenery from  up close. To get a b ird ’s- o f fe r  y o u  a r id e ) ,  b u t i t ’s m o re  th a n  

eye v ie w  o f  the  s u r ro u n d in g s , head to  rewarding.
Sujongsa, a Buddhist tem ple located h igh Sujongsa dates from  1459. I t  is said that 
on M t. Ungilsan a peak overlooking K in g  Sejo (r. 1 4 5 5 -1 4 6 8 ) was re tu rn in g  

Yangsu-ri. I t  takes ab ou t an ho u r to  h ike from  the Geumgangsan M ounta ins when he



stopped in Yangsu-ri to  spend the night. As 

he w as e n jo y in g  the  evening scenery, he 
thought he heard the sound o f a bell on M t. 

Ungilsan. He sent men to  investigate; they 
fo u n d  a cave, the  s ite  o f  an o ld  tem p le  

w h e re  w a te r  d r ip p in g  f r o m  a c ra c k  

p ro d u ce d  the  b e ll- l ik e  sound. The k in g  
o rd e re d  to  be b u i l t  on the  sp o t a new 
temple which he named Sujongsa o r “ Water 

Bell Temple.”

T h e  te m p le  is n o t p a r t ic u la r ly  la rg e , 
a lth o u g h  i t  does have a co u p le  o f  o ld  

pagodas and a stone stupa fro m  the Joseon 
era. W ha t people come here for, however, is 
the view and the tea. From the courtyard, 

vis itors  are treated to  a panoram ic view  o f 

Yangsu-ri, the rivers, Lake Paldangho 
and the surround ing  m ountains. The best 
v ie w , how ever, can be had th ro u g h  the 

w in d o w  o f the Samjeongheon a small 
teahouse located in the temple itself where 

v is ito rs  are served com plim entary cups o f 
green tea. Tea lovers have long praised the 
green tea boiled fro m  the waters o f Yangsu- 

ri; the great Joseon scholar Jeong Yak-yong

N i g h t T r a i n

The first train to Yangsu-ri departs from 
Yongsan Station, Jungang Line i ,  at 5:13 
am; depending on the time of year, this 
may not get you there in time to see the 
sunrise. You might consider taking the 
last train to Yangsu-ri from Yongsan 
Station at 11:15 Pm the night before and 
either staying at an inn or waiting in a 
PC room until dawn breaks.

(see p203) w ho  was born and died at the 

fo o t o f  M t .  U n g ilsa n , was m ad fo r  the 
d rin k . I t  becomes much tastier, however, as 

you gaze fro m  the Samjeongheon a t the 
vista un fo ld ing  below you.

Because o f M t. Ungilsan’s popularity  as a 
h ik ing  destination, Sujongsa gets more than 

its fa ir share o f visitors, and because o f this 
i t  can get a b it  to o  no isy fo r the m onks’ 

lik in g . W hen you v is it, be courteous and 
keep your voice dow n and, when you have 
your tea, take it  w ith  the meditative sp irit 

o f the m ilieu.
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4 ч  Ml. Ungilsan

И  S ujongsa  Temple

Ю  Jugyeojuneun DongchimiguksuMi. Yebongsan

Paldang

Giwajip

Mt. Geomdansan

Mt. Jeongamsan
Paldangho

Island

Mt. Yongmasan

fysS  Being a popular getaway spot for Seoulites, there are a good many restaurants in and around 
4“ ^  Yangsu-ri. Giwajip Sundubu (031-576-9009), located in a hanok on the Namyangju У
WHATTo side of the river, is famous for its variety of soybean dishes, especially tofu. Also well- 

regarded is Jugyeojuneun Dongchimiguksu (“ Dongchimi Noodles That Will
Knock You Dead”) which serves noodles in a cold kimchi broth (031-576-4070). There are a ton 
of cafes in Yangsu-ri, too. A good one is Godang (031-576-8090), a hanok establishment 
serving great coffee brewed from beans they roast daily.

« Г Х  Yangsuri is most often visited as a daytrip from Seoul, but there are a couple of really nice 
nearby hotels worth mention. House of the Mind У (031-773-2210, http://m indhome. 

“  co.kr [KRD is a masterfully designed complex of six concrete homes that blend in harmoniously 
with the sublime natural surroundings of Yangpyeong. If you like spectacular architecture in 
beautiful locations, this is your place. Rooms begin at 200,000 won winter and mid-summer 
peak seasons (including breakfast). Rooms come with outdoor barbecue facilities, too.
Equally spectacular is Over the Mountain sutcjaigB (031-585-7575, http://overthemountain. 
co.kr), located in the mountains a bit further up the river in Gapyeong. Its concrete units take 
advantage of the beautiful mountain landscape, with open glass walls providing unobstructed 
views. Rooms have private outdoor spas, and there’s a swimming pool, too. Pick-up service 
provided from Cheongpyeong Station. Both hotels are even more lovely in rainy and foggy weather.

■ ■  Yangsu-ri is easily reached from Seoul via the Jungang L ine -jus t get off at Yangsu Station.
The trip takes between 45 minutes and an hour from Seoul, depending on where you embark. 

“  From Yangsu Station, it's a 20 minute walk across a bridge and along a pleasant riverside 
walking path to reach Dumulmeori. If you’re planning to visit Sujongsa first, however, you 
want to get off at Ungilsan Station rather than Yangsu Station.

http://mindhome
http://overthemountain


2 2 0  S e o u l  S e l e c t io n  G u id e s : K o r e a

Jo s e o n  R o y a l  T o m b s

In  2009 , UN ESCO  designated K orea ’s Joseon Dynasty roya l tom bs W orld  
Heritage sites. And fo r good reason— the tombs account fo r the entire lineage o f 
the Joseon K ingdom , from  King Taejo (r. 1392-1398) to  Emperor Sunjong (r. 
1907-1910). Easily accessible from  Seoul, the tombs are exquisite examples o f 
Korean landscaping and p rov ide  v is ito rs  w ith  in s igh t in to  the h is to ry  and 
w orldview  o f the Confucian-inspired dynasty o f Joseon.

Characteristics of Joseon Royal Tombs

The m ajority o f the 40 Joseon royal tombs are located between 10 to  100 r i  (4 to 
40  km ) fro m  G yeongbokgung Palace, some in  Seoul its e lf  b u t m o s tly  in 
Gyeonggi-do. The location and arrangement o f the tombs are highly informed by 
Confucianism and feng shui. In accordance w ith  Confucian etiquette, each tomb 
is divided in to three spaces: an entrance, usually marked by a simple red gate and 
a stone bridge; a place to  conduct rites, usually a T-shaped Korean-style hall; and 
the buria l spot itself, w ith the grave and stone monuments. The buria l grounds 
are typica lly located on hillsides w ith  mountains to their rear fo r protection and 
streams nearby to  let energy flow . M uch  care w ent in to  the su rro un d in g  
landscapes: tombs are usually surrounded by splendid forests o f pine and oaks.

Intricate stonework a t Seonjeongneung Tomb. Samseong-dong, Seoul
...
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DonggureungTomb Complex
(G uri Gyeonggi-do)
The largest o f the Joseon to m b  c luste rs, 

Donggureung is the fin a l resting place o f 
seven kings and 10 queens, inc lud ing  the 

founder o f the Joseon Dynasty, K ing Taejo 
(r. 1392-1398). The tom b o f  K ing  Seonjo 

(r. 1567-1608) is pa rticu la rly  grand w h ile  
K ing  Taejo’s tom b is unique as i t  is covered 

in  rushes from  the northern Korean tow n o f 
Hamheung, Taejo’s hometown.

©  6 am to 6:30 pm (M ar-Oct), 6 am to 5:30 pm 
(Nov-Feb). Ticket sales stop 1 hour prior to 
closing. Closed Mondays. 1,000 won Й  Take
Bus No. 1-1 or 9-2 from Gangbyeon Station.
Line 2 and get off at Donggureung (40 min).

Seonjeongneung
(Samseong-dong Seoul)
T h e  b u r ia l p lace o f  K in g  S eong jong (r. 

1469-1494) and K ing  Jungjong (r. 1506- 
1544), Seonjeongneung is today located in 
th e  h e a r t  o f  o n e  o f  S e o u l’ s b u s ie s t 

com m erc ia l d is tr ic ts . The v isua l con tras t 
between the tom bs and the  s u rro u n d in g  
urban landscape is s tr ik in g . D espite  the 

lo c a tio n , the s ite  is su rro u n d e d  b y  rich  
forests and is quite tra nqu il, m aking i t  an 

excellent urban park.
©  6 am to 9 pm (M ar-Oct), 6:30 am to 9 pm 
(Nov-Feb). Ticket sales stop 1 hour prior to 
closing. Closed Mondays. 1,000 won В  Exit 
8 to Seolleung Station, Line 2.

Taereung EHS
(Gongneung-dong Seoul)
A lso located in Seoul, this tom b belongs to 

one o f  K orean h is to ry ’s m ost p o w e rfu l 
queens, Queen M un jeong , w ho  served as 
the virtua l ru ler o f Korea throughou t much 
o f  the m id -1 6 th  cen tu ry  as regent to  her 

son, the young K ing M yeongjong (r. 1545- 
1567), w ho is also buried at the site.
©  9 am to 6:30 pm (Mar-Oct), 9 am to 5:30 pm 
(Nov-Feb). Ticket sales stop 1 hour prior to 
closing. Closed Mondays d i  1,000 won 
0  Exit 7 of Taereung Station, Line 6 and 7, and

take Bus No. 1155 or 1156 to Taereung 
Gongneung (10 min).

Gwangneung SS
(Nam yangju Gyeonggi-do)
Located in  one o f  Korea ’s m ost beautifu l 

forests (which is also home to  Gwangneung 
N a tio n a l A rb o re tu m  G w an g

neung is the tom b o f  K ing Sejo, one o f the 
d yn as ty ’s m ost energetic k ings. T h is  is a 

p a r t ic u la r ly  b e a u tifu l p lace  to  v is i t  in  
au tum n when i t  can be com bined w ith  a 
v is it  to  the a rb o re tu m  fo r  w h ic h  y o u ’ d 

better make advance reservation.
©  9 am to 6:30 pm (M ar-Oct), 9 am to 5:30 pm 
(Nov-Feb). Ticket sales stop 1 hour prior to 
closing. Closed Mondays, ф  1,000 won 0  Take 
Bus No. 7-5, 7-8 or 707 from Cheongnyangni 
Station to Gwangneungnae (40 min). From 
there, switch to Bus No. 21 and get off at 
Gwangneung.

Hongneung AS & Yureung
(Nam yangju Gyeonggi-do)
These tw o  tom bs are un ique in  th a t they 

are the burial places o f emperors: Emperor 
G o jo n g  (r. 1 8 6 3 -1 9 0 7 )  an d  E m p e ro r  
S un jong  (r. 1 9 0 7 -1 9 1 0 ) o f  the  D aehan 

Empire, along w ith  the ir queen consorts. As 
b e fit t in g  an em pero r’s res ting  place, the 

tom bs are modeled on the X iao ling  Tomb, 
the bu ria l place o f  Em peror H ongw u, the 
founder o f C h ina ’s M in g  Dynasty. U n like  

Korea’s other royal tombs where the stone 
guardians and anim als are located just in 

fro n t o f  the b u ria l m ound, here they are 
located along the path to the rites pavilions. 
The pavilions themselves have been turned 

in to  g rand , p a la tia l s tru c tu re s  w ith  the 
m asonry exh ib iting  a d is tinc tive ly  fore ign 
in flu e n ce  as the tom bs were b u il t  w hen 

Korea was a Japanese colony.
©  9 am to  6:40 pm (M ar-Oct), 9 am to 5:30 pm 
(Nov-Feb). Ticket sales stop 1 hour prior to 
closing. Closed Mondays, 1,000 won 0  Take 
Bus No. 9202, 30, 330-1, 765 or 9205 from 
Cheongnyangni Station and get o ff at the tombs 
(40 min).





Ga n g w o n - d o

H i g h l i g h t s

•  Relax and e n jo y  th e  loca l cu is in e  in  th e  cha rm ing  
la kes id e  to w n  o f  Chuncheon

•  H ike  th e  b re a th ta k in g  m o u n ta in o u s  expanses o f 
S eoraksan N a tio n a l P ark and exp e rien ce  som e o f 
K orea ’s m o s t fa n ta s tic  peaks

•  Get in  to u ch  w ith  y o u r s p ir itu a l s ide  a t th e  b e a u tifu l 
B u d d h is t te m p le s  o f  O daesan N a tio n a l Park

•  Take th e  o ve rn ig h t tra in  fro m  S eou l to  th e  East 
C oast v illa g e  o f Jeo ngdo ng jin , hom e to  Korea’s m ost 
ro m a n tic  sun rise

•  Get su b te rra n e a n  in  th e  su rre a l lim e s to n e  caves o f
S am cheok

•  V is it th e  so b e rin g  Korean W ar ru in s  a t th e  DMZ 
to w n  o f C heorw on
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La n d  o f  M o u n t a i n s  &  S e a

K orea’s m o s t m o u n ta in o u s  p rov ince , G a n gw on-do , is  a lso  th e  

c o u n try ’s m o s t b e a u tifu l. Th is  is a land  o f  h ig h , c ra ggy  peaks, 

de ep  v a lle ys , ru sh in g  rive rs , and sm a ll to w n s  and v illa g e s  

w e d g e d  in to  w h a t l i t t le  space is  le ft. The Taebaeksan 

M o u n ta in  Range w h ich  fo rm s  th e  ba ckbone  o f  th e  Korean 

P en insu la  co m p rise s  m uch o f  th e  p rov ince  and  is  its  d e fin in g  

g e o g ra p h ica l fea tu re . M u ch  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  live s  a lo n g  the  

n a rro w  s tr ip  th a t ru ns  a lo n g  th e  East Sea coast.

The s p e c ta cu la r peaks o f  M t. S eoraksan N a tio n a l P ark are th e  

b ig g e s t d raw  b u t h idd en  in  th e  m o u n ta in s  a re  co u n tle ss  

te m p le s , go rges , caves and  o th e r scen ic  sp o ts . The co a s ta l c ity  

o f  G an gne ung  is  hom e to  a rich  c u ltu ra l h e rita g e  and one o f 

Korea’s m o s t p o p u la r s u m m e rtim e  d e s tin a tio n s . The n o rth e rn  

fro n tie r , w h ich  ru ns  a lo n g  th e  DMZ, is  a lso  w o rth  e x p lo r in g  fo r  

its  Korean W ar ru ins.

Chuam Beach, Donghae



fa m e d  redwood rows of Namiseom Island
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C h u n c h e o n

Nestled in the rugged snow-capped peaks of the province of Gangwon-do, the warm 
and inviting provincial capital o f Chuncheon is a land of mountains, lakes and rivers. 
Thanks to recently upgraded rail and road links, it gives world-weary Seoulites a 
place to escape the urban jungle for a day o r two to rejuvenate amidst beautiful 
scenery and enjoy some good food before returning once again to the daily grind.

I a v n n t  Chuncheon sits on a large lake, as you’ ll no doubt notice as your train pulls 
*  into Chuncheon Station. Not so long ago, Chuncheon was known as a city of 

mountains. In addition to mountains, however, the town was blessed with fast flowing 
rivers, a blessing not unnoticed by civil engineers who, starting in the 60s, proceeded to 
build some of Asia’s largest dams and hydroelectric plants here. This turned Chuncheon 
from a mountain railway junction to a city o f man-made lakes. Today, the city is 
surrounded by Uiamho Lake to the west, Chuncheonho Lake to the north and, further 
east, the massive Soyangho Lake, which is so large as to almost qualify as an inland sea. 
Home to numerous resort islands including Namiseom Island, lungdo Island (of which 
there are actually two) and Wido Island the lakes provide visitors with plenty o f water 
sport activities in the summer months and beautiful vistas in winter. Downtown 
Chuncheon, which sits on Lake Uiamho, is a relatively large provincial capital and a major 
educational center with several universities. It’s a pleasant enough place to walk around 
and, although by Korean standards it’s relatively new, it does have a few historical sites of 
interest including a number o f Korean War memorials and two Catholic churches founded 
by Irish missionaries in the mid-20th century.

0  Cheongpyeongsa Templeh\ Mi. Seokryongsan

iH  Ml. Hwaaksan

C« 5 L 1 B Soyangho Lake
i s  Ml. Gadeoksan

( D  Samba! Makguksu
ik  Mt. Bukbaesan

Chuncheon Sin

W inter Sonata
Location

Ribs A lley*

Nam iseom  Island
Naminara Hoi



Namiseom Island (left), Namiseom Zip Wire

Namiseom Island У°1^
The most famous o f Chuncheon’s islands is
N a m is e o m , lo c a te d  a b o u t 30  m in u te s
s o u th w e s t o f  d o w n to w n  C h u n c h e o n .

N am iseom  is a scenic island o f  tree-lined
w alk ing  paths that are especially beautifu l

w h e n  th e  s n o w  fa l ls  in  w in te r .  O ne
redw ood-lined path is pa rticu la rly  famous
as a f ilm  set in the popu la r Korean m in i-

series W inter Sonata (see below).

T h e  n a tu ra l s u r ro u n d in g s  he re  are
absolute ly beau tifu l, and much e ffo r t has
been p u t in to  p re s e rv in g  th e  is la n d ’s

e n v iro n m e n t— y o u ’ l l  f in d  no  te lephone
polls, fo r instance. Namiseom is also home

to  one o f the region’s nicer places to  stay,
the beautifu l Nam inara H ote l (see p232).
В To reach Namiseom, it's best to get off the train 
at Gapyeong Station and taxi it to the ferry pier— 
there are frequent ferries from 7:30 am to 9:40 pm.

N a m i s e o m  Z i p  W i r e

If ferries aren’t your thing, there’s 
another way to get to Namiseom —by 
air! Near the ferry dock you’ll notice a 
high metal tower. This is the tower for 
the Namiseom Zip Wire which uses 
pulleys suspended on an inclined cable 
to transport you across the river to the 
island using gravity. It’s an exhilarating 
experience-the ride begins at 8o m 
high, and brings you 940 m across the 
river at speeds of 60-80 km per hour 
(1-1.5 min).

You can also take the Zip Wire to 
nearby Jaraseom Island, the venue for 
autumn’s Jaraseom International Jazz 
Festival. Admission is 38,000 won 
(includes Namiseom entrance and boat 
fare back).

B B S !
W in t e r  S o n a t a

Chuncheon has become something o f a pilgrimage site 
for fans o f the Korean TV mini-series Winter Sonata, 
which set Asia—Japan in particular—ablaze after it 

debuted in 2002. Throughout Chuncheon, you’ll find 
signs and banners—usually in Japanese—marking 

the various locations that appeared in the drama. 
These include the lakeside area, Myeong-dong 
alley and, most prominently, Namiseom Island, 
where there’s an actual statue of the show's two 
stars, Bae Yong-joon and Choi Ji-woo.



Jungdo Island
M o s t people come to  Chuncheon fo r  the
lakeside scenery. Jungdo Is land— actually,

th ree  is la n d s— is a p leasant re so rt area

w i t h in  easy re ach  o f  d o w n to w n .  T h e
islands are home to  grass fie lds, w a lk in g

and b ik in g  pa ths, cam p g round s  (1 ,500
w on a n ight), p icnic areas, a pool and other

le isu re  fa c il it ie s . B ike  and e le c tr ic  b ike
re n ta ls  ava ila b le . There  are some w ood

cab ins  ava ilab le  fo r  re n t, to o , a t 55 ,000
w on a n ight (peak season).

^  5,300 won (1 ,300 entry, plus 4,000 ferry 
charge). В  ake a cab from Chuncheon Station 
to the ferry dock near Hotel Bears.

War Memorials
Because o f its strategic location, Chuncheon 

is know n as something o f a m ilita ry  town. 
Several large Korean bases rin g  the area, 

and, un til recently, there was also a sizable 
US m ilita ry  base in  the c ity  across fro m  

Chuncheon Station.
A lo n g  U iam h o  Lake y o u ’ ll  f in d  

Peace Park 8 $*5 9 , a memorial to  the Battle 

o f  Chuncheon, fought a t the very opening 
o f the Korean W ar on June 25, 1950. In the 
b a t t le ,  S ou th  K o re a n  de fe n d e rs  b a d ly  

m au led  a s u p e rio r N o r th  K orean fo rce , 

Jungnim-dong Cathedral, built by

Memorial Hall for Ethiopian Veterans

hold ing the invaders at bay and buying the 

South Korean army valuable time.
O n e  o f  th e  m o re  i n t r ig u in g  w a r  

m em oria ls  in  K orea  can be fo u n d  a long 

Gongjicheon Stream 5 *l?j. A large hall bu ilt 
in the shape o f three A frican huts marks the 

M e m oria l H a ll fo r E th iop ian  Veterans o f 
the Korean W ar oflEianioiesgsgziHe, bu ilt 

to  ho n o r the E th iop ia n  troops w ho  were 
sen t to  K o re a  in  1951 as p a r t  o f  the  

Kagnew Battalion.

Jungnim-dong Cathedral sUSSS
A s im p le  b u t  b e a u t i fu l  s to n e  c h u rc h  
c o m p le te d  in  1 9 5 2 , J u n g n im - d o n g  
C a th e d ra l is the w o rk  o f  Ir is h  C a th o lic  

m issionaries w ho  served in this region o f 
K orea . In back o f  the chu rch  is a sm all

Irish missionaries around the time of the Korean War.

11
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cemetery th a t includes the graves o f  Irish 
m issionaries m artyred by invad ing  N o rth  

K o re an  tro o p s  in  the  e a rly  days o f  the 
Korean War.

N e a rb y  is a rc h ite c tu ra lly  in te re s tin g  
Soyangno C a th o lic  C hurch  also

d e s ig n e d  by I r is h  m is s io n a r ie s  as a 
m em oria l church fo r one o f  the m artyred 

Ir is h  p rie s ts . B o th  chu rches  have been 

registered as national cu ltu ra l properties.

Soyangho Lake 
& Cheongpyeongsa Temple §3*1
A short bus ride (or 10,000 w on tax i drive) 

to  the northeast w ill take you to  Soyangho 
La ke , a massive re se rvo ir th a t a c tu a lly  

se rves  as a t r a n s p o r t  c o n d u i t  in  th e  
mountainous Korean interior. Because o f its 

s ize, the lake is o fte n  re fe rre d  to  as an 
“ in land sea.”

The lake is the crea tion  o f  the Soyang 
Dam  ; the largest ro c k -fille d  dam in 
Asia. Built in 1973, the dam is an impressive 

s ig h t and the  r id e  to  the  to p — a lo n g  a 
w in d in g  road th a t runs up the side o f  a 

scenic gorge— is b rea th tak ing . The dam ’s 
massive sluice gates look like they’d put on 

quite a show i f  opened, but don’t count on

Uiamho Lake

Cheongpyeongsa Temple

it  happening du ring  you r v is it— the gates 
have been opened on ly  seven times since the 

dam was bu ilt. The dam is surrounded by 

numerous restaurants and a cafe w ith  views 
o f the lake. A  w intertim e specialty is icefish 
tempura— grab a bag fo r 10,000 won.

I f  you ’re so inclined, you can take a boat 
from  the dam to  the tow n  o f Yanggu in 

the h e a rt o f  G a n g w o n -d o . W hen  w a te r 
levels perm it, you can even travel by lake 

a ll the way to  Inje У” 1 and the spectacular 
Seoraksan N a tio n a l Park (see

p239)— the tr ip  takes about three hours.
I f  you  d o n ’ t  have the t im e  o r y o u ’ re 

look ing  fo r something more re laxing, take
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the 10 m inute boat ride to  Cheongpyeongsa 
Temple— a ro u n d tr ip  t ic ke t is on ly  5 ,000 

w o n . Cheongpyeongsa Tem ple is one o f 
C h u n c h e o n ’ s m o s t  fa m o u s  t o u r i s t  

a ttrac tion s . W h ile  i t ’s no t one o f Korea ’s 
b ig g e s t te m p le s  n o r  is  i t  p a r t ic u la r ly  

a r c h ite c tu ra l ly  s ig n if ic a n t ,  i t  is q u ite  
remote, requ iring  a boat ride and a 4 km 

w a lk to reach. In w inter, be sure to  bundle 
up because i t  can get quite cold. The path 

to  the tem ple fo llo w s  a m ounta in  stream 

w ith  a beautifu l waterfa ll.
The fro n t gate o f  the temple is registered 

as Treasure N o . 164. Isolated high in  the 

m ounta ins  o f th is  rem ote p a rt o f Korea, 

you  re a lly  do  feel as i f  yo u ’ve entered a 
new w o rld . Have 1,000 w on handy to  pay 
the entrance fee. I f  you ’ re feeling hungry, 

there are several restaurants along the path 
to  the temple.

§10
Jarasum International 
Jazz Festival

Held in the mountainous resort area of 
Gapyeong, Jarasum International Jazz 
Festival (www.jarasumjazz.com) is one 
o f Korea's most enjoyable musical 
evevts. The festival, held every October, 
manages to lure big-name jazz groups 
from Korea and abroad for four days of 
music amid Gapyeong’s beautiful 
mountains and rivers. In fact, outdoor 
activities are part of the draw—water 
sport fans will love it. Visitors can get a 
bird's eye view of the surroundings via 
hot air balloons prepared specially for 
the festival.
(B The venue is a 15-minute walk from 
Gapyeong Station on the Seoul— 
Chuncheon Line.

Th e  T r a in  t o  Ch u n c h e o n  L m S * *  1

Until December 2010, most people got to Chuncheon from Seoul by train. This used to be 
one of Korea’s most romantic train tre ks -th e  train would chug along the Bukhangang 
River amidst splendid mountain scenery. In the early morning hours, the river and 
reservoirs (resulting from large dams) are shrouded in fog—a beautiful sight it was.

In December 2010, the existing train line was replaced by a rapid transit line that 
essentially integrated Chuncheon into Seoul’s subway line. This has greatly facilitated 
travel to  Chuncheon by cutting down time and expense, but for those who remember 
the old train, the trip has lost a touch o f romance. The scenery out the window is still 
beautiful, though, even i f  it passes by at a faster pace.

On the way to Chuncheon you’ ll stop in a couple of small Korean resort towns 
including Gapyeong 7IS, Cheongpyeong SS and Gangchon ь'ё. in the summer months, 
these towns bristle w ith tourists and students who flock here to enjoy water sports. In 
winter, people come to take in the scenery and enjoy a cup of coffee at one o f the 
many picturesque cafes.

If you’re not on a schedule—and here, you shouldn’t be—it is worth getting o ff the train 
at one o f these stops to have a drink, perhaps eat lunch and walk around a bit before 
continuing your journey to Chuncheon (either by train or bus). Britons, Canadians, 
Australians and New Zealanders with a taste for history will probably want to stop at 
Gapyeong, the site o f the Battle o f Gapyeong in April, 1951 between Commonwealth 
forces and the Chinese. Monuments to these brave troops can be found here.

http://www.jarasumjazz.com
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д Э
Chicken Ribs Alley

In the center of downtown Chuncheon not far from 
Chuncheon City Hall is Myeong-dong 8-S, a 
shopping street that resembles its more famous 
Seoul cousin, albeit smaller and less crowded. On a 
weekend, you’ll find tons of young people—both 
tourists and locals—strolling around, doing a bit of 
window shopping and people watching.

The food highlight of Myeong-dong is Dak Galbi 
Alley For many, in fact, this is the highlight
of coming to Chuncheon. Located in the alley are some 20 restaurants specializing in one 
of Chuncheon's most famous contributions to Korean cuisine—Chuncheon dak galbi * 
‘ь'Уи1 or Chuncheon-style chicken ribs. You’ll find restaurants serving this dish all over 
Korea but nowhere will you find it as authentic-or as ta s ty -as  you’ll find it here.

To make Chuncheon dak galbi, seasoned boneless chicken, vegetables, noodles, sweet 
potato, rice cakes and other ingredients are pan-fried in a large steel pan at your table. 
While you watch the food cook, you can talk with your friends over a shot of Korean 
liquor, soju. If you like spicy dishes, this is one dish you’ll adore. After you’ve finished 
the chicken, mix the remaining sauce and vegetables and fry them up with rice. A meal of 
Chuncheon dak galbi is a great way to spend an evening and is bound to leave you 
feeling w arm -and quite full. A note, though-be  sure to bring along at least one friend 
because the dish isn’t served in solo portions.

Chuncheon’s other specialty is makguksu, a buckwheat noodle dish served cold. For 
this dish, try Saembat Makguksu (033-242-1702), one of Chuncheon’s best-
known eateries.

As a popular tourist destination, Chuncheon has a wide range of accommodations, including 
the relatively upscale Chuncheon Sejong Hotel - (033-252-1191), Chuncheon Hotel
Bears SSneotxgasBi (033-256-2525) and Ladena Condominium ВДсеЕош э (033-240-8000). 
There are also plenty of cheaper motels and yeogwan as well. The key is to book early, 
especially on a weekend, since rooms fill up fast.

One of the best places to stay in Chuncheon is the Naminara Hotel v on Namiseom. 
Not only is the hotel surrounded by terrific scenery; the building itself is a work of art—quite 
literally. The hotel’s rooms—done up in a variety of themes-have been decorated with the 
works of noted artists, turning a night here into a cultural experience. A stay here is highly 
recommended but do book early! On a weekend, a night in one of the “ gallery" rooms will cost
99,000 won. Give them a call at 031-580-8000 or, if  you read Korean or Japanese, visit their 
homepage (www.namihotel.com).

Chuncheon is the eastern terminus of the Gyeongchun (Seoul-Chuncheon) commuter train 
line. Trains depart from Seoul’s Cheongnyangni Station (1 hr). Chuncheon Station is located in 
the heart of Chuncheon, right on Uiamho Lake. Frequent buses to Chuncheon depart from 
Seoul’s Dong Seoul Bus Terminal (1 hr 30 min). Chuncheon’s Express and Inter-city Bus 
terminals are located in the southwest part of town, near Namchuncheon Station This 
is where you’ll want to go to get to other parts of Gangwon-do and beyond. As the provincial 
capital, Chuncheon is well connected to the rest of Gangwon-do, and makes a convenient and 
pleasant base for exploration.

http://www.namihotel.com
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S o k c h o  ^

N ot far from the border w ith  North Korea, the East Sea fishing port o f Sokcho is 
best known as the gateway to Seoraksan National Park, considered by many to be 
Korea’s most spectacular m ountain park. The tow n itself is no t large (around
90,000 people), but it  is an im portan t fishing port and the constant in flu x  o f 
tourists gives it  a surprisingly lively feel. Its dramatic location, wedged between the 
East Sea and M t. Seoraksan, make this a very pleasant place to spend a day o r two.

Sokcho Town
S okcho ’s charm s are m ore  n a tu ra l than  

m a n -m a d e . W ith  th e  E as t Sea in  th e  
fo r e g r o u n d  a n d  M t .  S e o ra k s a n  

fo rm ing  the backdrop, the c ity  boasts some 
fine scenery. O f  pa rticu la r scenic interest 

a re  th e  t o w n ’ s tw o  la rg e  la g o o n s ,  
Yeongnangho Lake 8 SS and Cheongchoho 

Lake : which are popular local leisure
spots fo r  jogg ing  and w a lk in g . The later 
was also the p r im a ry  venue fo r the 1999

Gangwon International Tourism  Expo, and 
is w here  y o u ’ ll  f in d  the  la n d m a rk  E xpo 

T o w e r and a v is u a l ly  s t r ik in g
com m em orative hall. From the top  o f the 

to w e r, v is ito rs  are p ro v id e d  p a n o ra m ic  
v iew s o f  C heongchoho, Sokcho and M t.  
Seoraksan. D on ’t  miss it.

A long  the coast, you ’ l l  find  a couple o f 
h a rb o rs  used by the lo ca l f is h in g  fle e t, 

includ ing Dongmyeonghang Port S S I,1 and 
Daepohang Port Dongmyeonghang is

Mt. Seoraksan looms over Sokcho
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Hanok Village 0  0  S okc^M use um

0  C heoksan Hot Spring
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О
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Sokcho International 
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Cheongchoho Lake

Sokcho Dome
Sokcho Beach

S^Yeonho Condominium 

Geumo Seorak Resort Q  Q s a jo  Resort

Ц Daepohang 

Hotel Maremon 2  Porl

also w here to  go fo r  the best sunrises in 

to w n — lo o k  fo r  th e  Y e o n g g e u m je o n g  
Pavilion  З ё й , tw o  Korean-style pavilions 

a top a h illock overlooking the sea and on a 
wave-beaten rock in  the sea itse lf (the latter 
attached to  land via a pedestrian suspension

Expo Tower

Expo Cruise Tour

From the Expo venue on Cheongchoho 
Lake, you can take round-trip 
sightseeing cruises to some nearby 
coastal scenic spots. Round-trip trips 
between Sokcho and Naksan take 90 
minutes and cost 16,800 won. These 
cruises are a pleasant way to take in the 
spectacular local scenery.

b r id g e ) .  T h e re ’s a lso  a w a lk in g  pa th  
c o n n e c tin g  th e  p a v il io n s  to  a n e a rb y  
disused ligh thouse th a t now  serves as an 

observatory. Again, the views back over the 
c ity  and the mountains are breathtaking.

Abai Village
O ne p a rt ic u la r  n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f  note is 
A b a i V illa g e , loca ted  on  a s tr ip  o f  land 
between Cheongchoho Lake and the East 

Sea. The fish ing village was founded after 
the Korean W ar by villagers w ho had fled 
the ir homes in N o rth  Korea’s Hamgyeong- 

d o  re g ion ; m ost residents arc e ith e r the



Yeonggeumjeong Pavilions

orig ina l founders o r their descendants. The 
village’s name, Abai, means “ father”  in  the 
d ia lect o f  Korean spoken in  Ham gyeong- 

do, and is a reference to  both the origins o f 

the co m m u n ity  and the large nu m b e r o f 
elderly w ho call it  home. The neighborhood 
looks like  i t  stepped stra ight o u t o f a 70s 

Korean T V  drama (in fact, i t  was actually 
used as the set o f a popular 2000 dram a, 
Autumn in My Heart), which lends it  much 

o f its charm. A symbol o f the village is the 
hand-pulled ferry that connects the village 

w ith  d o w n to w n  Sokcho: once the m a in  
means o f  transport in and out o f  the village 

p r io r to  days before roads were b u ilt, you’ ll 
now  find  it  often loaded w ith  tourists. To 
many Koreans, Abai Village is most famous 

fo r its tasty sausages, Abai sundae.

S o k c h o  B e a c h
Sokcho Beach is a 2 km long strip  o f white 

sand (o f which on ly  450 m are open to the 
public) backed by craggy pine trees. I t ’s not 
quite as popular as Gyeongpodae (see p261), 

H aeundae (see p592) o r Daecheon (see 
p379), bu t it  s till gets quite crowded during 
the sum mer m onths. A popular n igh ttim e  

a c t i v i t y  is  to  co m e  h e re  a n d  l i g h t

fireworks— many o f the convenience shops 
around the beach sell them.

C h e o k s a n  H o t  S p r in g
In  the western part o f tow n is the Cheoksan 

H o t Spring D istric t, a collection o f spas and 

re s o rt ho te ls  w ith  n a tu ra l m in e ra l r ich  

s p r i n g  w a t e r  d r a w n  f r o m  5 0 0  m 
u n d e rg ro u n d . The w ate rs are said to  be 

go od  fo r  stress, ne u ra lg ia , a r th r it is  and 
geriatric diseases. See “ Where to  Stay”  on 
p237 more in fo rm ation.

’ II
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e s s
Sokcho’s Local Cuisine

Being a fishing port, you’ll be tripping 
over fresh seafood restaurants. Indeed, 
next to Mt. Seoraksan, raw fish is 
probably Sokcho’s biggest tourist draw.
The bustling Jungang Market the 
waterfront restaurants of Daepohang 
S  and the Raw Fish Center at 
Dongmyeonghang fcSv.'OT-yes are good 
places to score raw f is h -a  plate of 
modeum-hoe (a plate of mixed raw 
fish) will run you about 80,000-100,000 won. After your meal you can ask for the fish 
bones and any leftovers to be boiled up in a spicy soup called maeuntang u«: ' for
20,000-25,000 won. Accompany your meal with a bottle of soju '  or cheongju ■ ' (a 
clear rice wine not unlike sake, the most popular commercial brand of which being 
Cheong Ha ^  Although not always a perfect indicator of quality, it’s a good idea to 
look for the busiest p laces-there’s got to be a reason everyone’s flocking there, right?

Another local specialty-and one blissfully not fish-related-is dak gangjeong :, 
fried chicken coated in a sweet and spicy sauce. Manseok Dakgangjeong (033-
632-4084) inside Jungang Market is the place to go for these, as evidenced by the long

line-ups in front of the joint. A box will cost you
15,000 won.

Finally, no discussion of Sokcho’s food scene would 
be complete without mention of sundae \  steamed 
Korean blood sausage typically stuffed with noodles, 
vegetables and bean curd. Abai Village is known for 
its own particular variety of sundae, Abai sundae, 
which uses as the sausage wrapper the thicker large 
intestine of the pig rather than the thinner, more 
commonly used small intestine, a recipe residents 
brought with them from North Korea. Dipped in a 
sauce of salted shrimp before eating and served with 
a side of kimchi, it
makes for a good, 
hearty meal. Give 

Abai Sikdang ofaioi^- (033-635-5310) or Dancheong 
Sikdang (033-632-7828) a try- а  plate will cost
10,000-30,000 won, depending on size. These places 
also do a variation on the sundae theme called ojingeo 
sundae 2 ‘>- —gutted squid stuffed with noodles and 
vegetables, steamed, sliced up and served.

Another local specialty is Hamheung-style 
naengmyeon , a North Korean dish of cold 
buckwheat noodles topped with hot sauce and sliced 
fish. You can find places serving this dish in Abai Village.
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At the high end, Youngrangho Resort (033-633-0001) has a tower condo, villa-style
condos and a spectacular location on the side of Lake Yeongnangho. During the peak season 
Cul 16-Aug 21), rooms begin at 220,000 won a night but rates come down significantly during 
off-peak months. Hotel Maremons s u q h & a (033-630-7000) is a luxury hotel overlooking the 
sea near Daepohang; the upper floors offer panoramic views of the city and mountains. 
Rooms begin at 230,000 won.

In the Cheoksan Hot Spring District, the Hyundai Soo Condominium (033-635-
9090) has comfortable rooms in pleasant surroundings beginning at 200,000 won a n ig h t-  
check out its in-house bowling alley. Nearby, Seorak Pine Resort (033-635-5800) is
another major resort hotel with an indoor/outdoor spa and rooms beginning at 120,000 won a 
night. The mother of all Sokcho spa resorts, however, is the Tuscan-style Hanwha Resort 
Seorak Sorano 
(033-635-7711), where rooms 
begin at 274,000 won a night.

Seorak Sorano’s main draw is 
Seorak Waterpia a spa/
theme park with a variety of pools 
(including an artificial wave pool), 
baths and slides using water drawn 
from the Cheoksan Hot Spring- 
fun for whole family. Seorak 
Sorano also operates one of 
Korea’s most scenic golf courses, 
the Seorak Plaza Country Club ^ 8  

where rental fees are
160,000 won for non-members on weekends.

For budget accommodation, The House Hostel (033-633-3477) by Sokcho Intercity
Bus Terminal is very popular with backpackers for its clean, basic rooms, eclectically 
decorated communal lounge and friendly, English-speaking owner more than happy to give 
you the low-down on Sokcho’s scenic spots. Rooms are 50,000 won in the peak season Out 2- 
Aug 15) and fall to 30,000 won non-peak.

One of the more unusual places to stay is Sokcho Dome House -■ just on the other 
side of the pine trees lining Sokcho Beach This pension consists of 21 single-room
domes, each with its own outside picnic table. Rooms go for 120,000 won a night (during 
weekends and peak season of Jul i-Aug 31).

There are many accommodation options in front of Seoraksan National Park, at Osaek Hot 
Springs 2 -ч|££! and on Mt. Seoraksan itself. See the “ Seoraksan National Park” section for 
more information.

From Seoul, buses to Sokcho depart from Dong Seoul Terminal and Seoul Express Bus 
Terminal (3 hrs 10 min). From Busan, it’s a six hour trip. From Gangneung, it’s just an hour trip. 
Be advised that Sokcho has two bus terminals, an Express Bus Terminal (with buses to Seoul 
and Incheon) just south of Cheongchoho Lake and an Inter-city Bus Terminal (with buses 
everywhere else) downtown, not far from Dongmyeonghang.
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S e o r a k s a n  N a t io n a l  Pa r k

Spread some 398 km 2 over three counties, Seoraksan National Park is Korea’s 
most spectacular mountain park. N o t te rrib ly  far from  N o rth  Korea’s famous 
Geumgangsan M ou n ta ins , w h ich  Koreans have lauded fo r  the ir beauty fo r 
centuries, M t. Seoraksan (“ Snow Crag M oun ta in ") is a land o f high granite 
peaks sculpted by the elements in to  spectacular shapes, overlooking the white 
capped expanses o f the East Sea. Imagine the m ythical landscapes o f ancient 
Korean and Chinese watercolor paintings and you’ ll have a good idea o f what 
awaits you. I t ’s enchanting any time o f year but especially so in autumn when the 
h ills ides are ablaze in hues o f  red and
g o ld ,  and  w in te r  w h e n  th e  p a rk  
becomes a g lis ten ing , snow-covered 
w onderland . Hom e to  2 ,000  an im a l 
species, including the endangered Am ur 
goral, and 1,400 rare plant species, the 
p a rk  w as d e s ig n a te d  a U N E S C O  
Biosphere Reserve in 1982.

S eoraksan N a tio n a l Park can be 
divided in to three sectors. O uter Seorak 
£1-^ (or Oeseorak) is the region o f the 

park closest to  the sea and is the most 
frequ en tly  v is ited  pa rt. The western 
part o f the park is called Inner Seorak LH 
^  (o r  N a e s e o ra k ), and is fu r th e r  

subdivided into N orth  Inner Seorak and 
South Inner Seorak. Inne r Seorak is 
more remote, less touristed, and more 
natural. The park contains several peaks 
over 1,200 m, including Daecheongbong 
Peak UI9S (1 ,70 8  m ), K o re a ’s th ird  
highest.

In  ad d itio n  to  its na tu ra l splendor, 
the  pa rk  is also home to  tw o  m a jo r 
Buddhist temples, Sinheungsa and 
Baekdamsa ^ 4
d i  There is a 2,500 won entrance fee to the 
national park.

gSS
Single vs Multi-day Hikes

Seoraksan National Park lends itself to 
both single and multi-day hikes. Its 
trails are extensive and well- 
maintained, and there are mountain 
huts strategically placed throughout the 
park. If planning a multi-day hike, 
however, it’s strongly recommended 
that you pick up a map of the park from 
one of the information centers (usually 
located at the start of the trails).

Be warned that the mountain huts 
operate on a first-come, first-served 
basis and during the peak autumn 
season they can fill up quick. If you’re 
planning to stay at Jungcheong Shelter 
S " Lhu right below Daecheongbong 
Peak, make a reservation at 033-672- 
1708.

Seoraksan Sunrise

The sunrise from Daecheongbong Peak 
is truly awe-inspiring—the sun rising 
over the East Sea, the clouds caught in 
the valleys and craggy peaks below. To 
do this, you’ll probably need to spend 
the night at one of the mountain huts 
near the peak, preferably jungcheong 
Shelter.
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O u t e r  S e o r a k
W ith  easy access fro m  S o kch o , O u te r  

Seorak is the most visited part o f Seoraksan 
N ationa l Park. I t ’s also where most o f the 

re a lly  spe c tacu la r peaks are loca ted . I f  
you ’ re not a th le tica lly  inclined, the easiest 
way to  enjoy the park is to  take the cable 

ca r (fa re : 9 ,0 0 0  w o n , ro u n d  t r ip )  th a t 
connects  S eo rak-do ng  (the  to u r is t  

v illage in  fro n t o f the park entrance) and 
Gwongeumseong Fortress S 3S , a Goryeo-

era fo rtifica tion  atop a 1,200 m high peak. 
The 1.5 km  cable car ride takes 30 minutes, 

and fro m  the to p  i t ’s a n o the r 20 m inu te  
h ike  to  the fo rtress . The view s fro m  the 
fortress over the rest o f the range, as well as 

S o k c h o  a n d  th e  E as t Sea, a re  p re t ty  

dramatic.
A n o th e r p o p u la r  and re la t iv e ly  easy 

course is to  fo llo w  the path fro m  Seorak- 
do ng  to  the B iry o n g  ( “ F ly in g  D ra g o n ” ) 

Falls Th is  takes you past some o f
the p a rk ’s m ost p ic tu re sq u e  w a te r fa lls , 
in c lu d in g  th e  s ix - t ie re d  Y u kd a m  ( “ S ix 
Pools” ) Falls ^£№ 5 and, f in a lly , B iryong 

Falls w h ich  is especially pre tty  in autumn. 
The 2.4 km  h ike takes a b o u t tw o  hours. 

There is also a very  d i f f ic u lt ,  som ew hat 
hazardous path from  there tha t leads to  the 
to w e r in g  T ow angseong  F a lls  a

three-tiered w a te rfa ll cascading some 320 
m fro m  the  c l i f fs  a b ove , b u t due to  its  
dangerous nature it  is closed to  the public, 
save fo r one day a year in w in te r when the 

park hosts its annual ice c lim b ing  event.



A  s lig h t ly  ha rde r b u t m ore re w a rd in g  

h ik e  ta k e s  yo u  fro m  S e o ra k -d o n g  to  
Biseondae C liffs  via the Cheonbuldong 
Valley the main valley o f  the park,

ap tly  named fo r the many craggy peaks and 
c liffs  tha t flank it  and are said to  resemble

1,000 statues o f the Buddha. In  autumn, the 
d ram atic  w hite  c liffs , red and go ld  forests 

a n d  c o b a l t  s k y  d o  m a k e  f o r  som e 
impressive visuals. The c liffs  o f Biseondae 

(“ F lying Fairy C lif f ” ) are so named because 
they b rin g  to  m ind Taoist fairies fly ing  to  
the heavens; Western visitors may liken it to 

face o f a great cathedral. The 3.6 km  hike 
to  Biseondae takes about tw o  hours. From



Towangseong Falls (left), Cheonbuldong Valley

there, it  may be possible to  continue hiking 
the long path to  the p a rk ’s highest peak, 
Daecheongbong mSS, but park authorities 

sometimes shut this route down to  prevent 
fo re s t fire s . A t  any ra te , fo r  b e g in n in g  

hikers the easiest route to  Daecheongbong 
beg ins a t the  H a n g ye rye o n g  Pass 

( re a c h e d  b y  b u s  f r o m  S o k c h o  v ia  a 
spectacularly w in d y  m ounta in  road)— the 

hike from  the pass to  Daecheongbong and 
dow n again via the Cheonbuldong Valley 

w ill take you about 12 hours.
Finally, there’s the path to  Ulsanbawi 8 У  

a magnificent, 4  km  long granite spine. 

The views fro m  the top  are jaw -d ropp ing  

Sunrise from Daecheongbong Peak



Buddha, Sinheungsa Temple (left), Stone cairns in the Baekdam Valley

but the fina l section o f the 3.8 km hike is 

no t fo r the fa in t o f heart— you must ascend 
a steel s ta ircase  screw ed in to  the sheer 

granite cliffs . I f  you suffer fro m  vertigo, you 
m ay w ish  to  c o n s id e r a d if fe re n t  h ike . 

A lo n g  th e  w a y , y o u ’ l l  pass G y e jo a m  

H e rm ita g e  and, ju s t in  f ro n t  o f  it ,  
Heundeulbawi ( “ Shaking R ock” ), a

5 m h ig h  b o ld e r  b a la n c e d  s e e m in g ly  
precariously on another large rock. W ith  a 

b it  o f  e ffo r t you can rock i t  a b it ,  bu t i f  
y o u ’ re th in k in g  o f  r o l l i n g  i t  o f f  th e  

m ounta in , good luck— m illio n s  have tried 
before you and failed. Makes a nice photo, 
though.

S in h e u n g s a  T e m p le
Sinheungsa Temple is the p rim ary  temple o f 

Outer Seorak, and is a short w a lk  from  the 

Seorak-dong entrance o f the park. Founded 
in  A D  652, the tem ple  occupies a love ly  

location a t the head o f  the m ain valley up 
S eo raksan . I t ’s h o m e  to  a n u m b e r  o f  
h is to rica lly  im po rtan t properties inc lud ing  
a three-story stone pagoda (Treasure N o . 

443) from  the U nified Silla Era (668-935) 
and a m a in  h a ll d a t in g  fro m  the  17 th  
century. Be sure to  check ou t the tem ple’s 

stupa garden where the stone monuments 
o f  the temple’s greatest monks are gathered.

The most eye-catching pa rt o f  the temple 

is the 14.6 m ta ll bronze statue o f a sitting 
Buddha completed in 1997 a fte r a decade

o f  fu n d ra is in g . E rected as a p ra ye r fo r  

n a tio n a l re u n ific a tio n , the  statue houses 
three pieces o f the remains o f the cremated 

B u d d h a  t h a t  w e re  d o n a te d  b y  th e  
government o f Myanmar, 
g l  Bus No. 7  or 7 - 1  from downtown Sokcho goes 
to Seorak-dong, the tourist village in front of the 
park entrance (30 min).

I n n e r  S e o r a k
I f  O u te r Seorak is de fined  by its  jagged, 

w ind-carved peaks and granite c liffs , then 

In n e r Seorak is de fined  by its  b e a u tifu l 

n a tu ra l va lleys , re la tiv e ly  un touch ed  by 
man. Inner Seorak is itself d ivided in to  tw o 

z o n e s , a n o r th e r n  o n e  c e n te re d  on 
Baekdamsa Temple and some o f the other 
n o r th e rn  v a lle y s , and a s o u th e rn  one, 

focused on the Osaek Springs
The most popular hike in this pa rt o f the 

park is the 7  km  w a lk  fro m  the Baekdam 
I n f o r m a t io n  C e n te r  ^ S S S x iS -99 to  

Baekdamsa Temple th rough the Baekdam 

( “ 100 Pools” ) Valley The w a lk  is a

b it long (one and a ha lf to  tw o  hours), but 
pretty easy, and the surrounding mountain 
scenery is gorgeous. I f  you ’ re no t inspired 

to  w a lk o r pressed fo r tim e, there’s a shuttle 
bus to  the tem ple, too . From  Baekdamsa 
Temple, i t ’s another 4 .7  km  h ike th rough 

the scenic Suryeom-dong Valley to
S uryeom -dong Shelter passing

Yeongsiam Herm itage S-4S along the way. 
A t  S u rye o n g -d o n g  S he lte r, y o u  have a



Formerly a small hermitage. Baekdamsa is now a large temple and the gateway to Inner Seorak.

d e c is io n  to  m ake— re tu rn  the  w ay  you 

cam e, o r  press ahead and h ike  the 6 km  
tra il (about three hours) to  Bongjeongam 
H erm itage  S32i th ro u g h  the G ugokdam  

V a lley  one o f  m ost m a gn ificen t
s tre tches  o f  t r a i l  in  the  e n tire  p a rk . In  

autum n, the colors here are m ind-b low ing 
and the  p a th  passes a lo n g  a series o f  
b e a u t i fu l  w a te r fa l ls  and  p o o ls . F ro m  
B o n g je o n g a m  H e rm ita g e , i t ’s a n o th e r 

roughly tw o  ho u r h ike to  Daecheongbong 

Peak, the  h ighest peak in  the  p a rk , bu t 
unless you set o u t rea lly early, this w ould  
p r o b a b ly  m a k e  i t  a tw o - d a y  h ik e .  

Fortunately, there are tw o  well-appoin ted 
m ounta in  huts near the peak, Daecheong 
Shelter (sleeps 120, 5 ,000 w on  a

n ig h t, 1 ,0 00  w o n  fo r  b la n k e t re n ta ls ), 
which is about 50 m inutes away from  the 
peak on the path fro m  Bongjeongam, and 
Jungcheong S helte r SStHnUfc (sleeps 120,

8 ,000 w on  a n igh t), w h ich  is r ig h t under 
the peak itself. From Daecheongbong, you 

cou ld  head back do w n  to  Baekdamsa o r 
descend th ro u g h  O u te r  S eorak v ia  the 

C heonbuldong Valley.

B a e k d a m s a  T e m p le
Founded in  A D  6 4 7 , Baekdamsa Temple 

was once a small temple hidden deep in  this 
valley o f Inner Seorak. Today, however, it  is 

a fa ir ly  large one, largely thanks to  form er 
Korean pres iden t C hun D o o -h w a n , w ho  
liv e d  here fo r  n e a r ly  th re e  years  a fte r  

stepping dow n from  power in 1988. Chun, 
a general w ho came to  power in a m ilita ry  

coup in 1979, came here to  pay penance fo r 
his misdeeds, no t the least o f  w h ich  being 
his b ru ta l c ra ckd o w n  on pro-dem ocracy 

dem onstra to rs in  the c ity  o f  G w ang ju  in  

M ay o f 1980 (see p443).
The te m p le ’s o th e r fam ous  guest— o f 

w hom  it  is most proud— was the early 20th 
century Buddhist poet, social re form er and 
independence a c tiv is t H an Yong-un, w ho 

was ordained here in  1905. W h ile  you ’ re 
here, be sure to  see the tem ple’s beautifu l 

18th century wooden Buddha statue.
B  From Sokcho Intercity Bus Terminal, take a 
bus headed for Wontong s s  and get o ff at 
Yongdae-ri sm a (30 min). From there, it's a 1 km 
walk to the park entrance.



D a e s e u n g  F a l ls  
&  J a n g s u d a e
A nother scenic p o in t w o rth  checking ou t in 
In n e r Seorak is Daeseung F a lls , one o f 

Korea’s three m ost fam ous w ate rfa lls  (the 
o th e r  tw o  b e in g  in  N o r th  K o re a ). The 
stream here cascades 88 m down a granite 

c liff; an observation p la tfo rm  has been bu ilt 
fo r better view ing. The w aterfa ll is said to 

have been a fa vo rite  resting spot o f K ing  
Gyeongsun (r. 9 2 7 -9 3 5 ), the last k ing  o f 
the Silla K ingdom.

T h e  p a th  to  the  w a te r fa l l  beg ins a t 
Jangsudae a K o re a n  hanok-sty\e
m o u n ta in  v il la  b u il t  by a K orean  A rm y  
ge n e ra l in  1959 to  co m m e m o ra te  the 

soldiers w ho perished in  the bruta l figh ting 
that took place in  these mountains du ring  
the Korean War. In  the past, hikers could 

spend the n igh t here, but no longer. There’s 
a rest stop fo r on supplies nearby, too.

I f  you so choose, con tinue  h ik in g  from

Daeseung Falls to  Dacseungnyeong Pass ^  

3  ( 1 ,2 10  m ), and fro m  the re  d o w n  the 

c o lo r fu lly  named S ib iseonnyeotang ( “ 12 
N ym ph Bathing Pools” ) Valley tiQI-iNSMB, 

w ith  its picturesque w aterfalls and pools.
@ From Sokcho Intercity Bus Terminal, take the 
bus to Wontong (via Hangyeryeong У^й) and 
get off at Jangsudae (1 hr 10 min). If you 
descend via the Sibiseonnyeotang Valley, take 
the bus back to Sokcho from the village of 
Namgyo-ri titaai.

S o u th  S e o r a k  
&  O s a e k  S p r in g s
The southern pa rt o f Inner Seorak is usually 

regarded as a separate entity. The center o f 
th is  p a r t  o f  th e  p a rk  is  O sae k  ( “ F ive  

C olors” ) Springs. “ Springs”  is meant in the 
p lu ra l— th e re ’s a h o t s p r in g  and a co ld  

spring— w ith  the cold spring a short w a lk  
from  the Osaek Ranger Station The

re fresh ing m ine ra l w a te r th a t springs up 
from  here is rich  in iron , and the well itself 

does have an iron  red color. When drunk, 

the  w a te r  is  sa id  to  h e lp  a n u m b e r o f 
c o n d it io n s  in c lu d in g  stom ach prob lem s 

a n d — u n s u r p r is in g ly ,  g iv e n  th e  iro n  
con ten t— anemia. The in fo rm a tio n  board 

a lso  bo a s ts  th a t  i t  can  k i l l  in te s t in a l 
parasites and tha t you can d r in k  as much as 
you lik e  w ith o u t g e ttin g  a stom achache. 

The name com es fro m  the  fa c t th a t the 
w a te r  s u p p o s e d ly  has “ f iv e  ta s te s , ”  
a lth o u g h  you m ig h t o n ly  detect the iron  

taste. I t  is a slightly fizzy taste though, like 
a carbonated beverage, thanks to  its high 
level o f  carbonic acid.

In the nearby v illage  o f  O saek-ri 
you’ ll find the ho t springs. Here, the water 
pipes up at a nice 42 degrees Celsius. As 

you’ ll  find  a t most o f  Korea’s hot springs, 
the w ate rs here are ge nera lly  en joyed in 
h o te l  b a th h o u s e s . Y o u  ca n  use th e  

bathhouse o f  the pleasantly sim ple Sorak 
Springs M ote l tW S S a  (033-672-2645) for
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4 ,0 0 0  w on  o r  fo r  free i f  y o u ’ re a guest 

(7 0 ,0 0 0  w o n  peak season, 3 0 ,0 0 0  w on  

non-peak). A  b it  m ore  upscale is Osaek 
Green Yard H o te l (033-670-

1 0 0 0 ) ,  w h ic h  t r ie s  —  n o t  e n t i r e l y  
unsuccessfully— to  emulate a Swiss chalet. 

Rooms begin a t 120,000 w o n  d u ring  the

pe ak  sea son . Y o u  ca n  use th e  h o te l
bathhouse fo r  9,000 w on (5 ,000 w on  fo r

hotel guests). O dd ly enough, the hotel also
has a collection o f Aztec and M ayan a rt on

permanent exh ib ition.
ffl From Sokcho Intercity Bus Terminal, take a 
bus for Osaek Oncheon s m s s  (40 min).

You’ll find plenty of restaurants, especially in Seorak-dong but also at Osaek-ri. If you’re 
visiting the Osaek Hot Springs, consider Namseorak Sikdang (033-672-3159), which

what r °  serves a dolsotbap jeongsik (rjce steamed in a stone pot with soup and plenty of side
dishes) and rice boiled with water from the Osaek Spring.

If you’re not staying in Sokcho, the Osaek Hot Springs or on the mountain itself, there are 
plenty of places to stay in Seorak-dong, the gateway to Outer Seorak.

WstayT0 The most uPscale P|ace here is the Kensington Stars Hotel S ltigAEisi (033 635-4001), an 
English-themed hotel with surreally English decor. It’s a bit kitsch but still rather pleasant. 
Rooms begin at 169,000 won but if you’re independently wealthy, for 2,200,000 won a night, 
you can stay in the Presidential Suite which was built for the exclusive use of late Korean 
president Park Chung-hee—the views of Seoraksan through its 12-layer bulletproof glass are 
astounding.

Seoraksan Tourist Hotel s a tt is s s s  (033-636-7101, rooms begin at 65,000 won) and Hotel 
Sorak Park (033-636-7711, rooms begin at 99,000 won a night) offer decent tourist
hotel-style accommodations. There are some good budget options such as Arirang Resortel °l 
yya |5 r,:. (033-636-6628), where rooms begin at 60,000 won on peak weekends, and Seorak 
Morning s 8!2! ots (033-632-6677), with clean, Western-style rooms for 50,000 won peak 
season.

From Sokcho Intercity Bus Terminal, take a bus for Osaek Oncheon (40 min).

Transport

Kesington Stars Hotel
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N a k s a n  P r o v in c ia l  P a r k

Located just up the coast from Gangneung, Naksan Provincial Park is a 24 km 
strip o f coastline highlighted by several popular beaches. The largest o f these 
beaches is N aksan Beach a 1.8 km  stre tch o f  w h ite  sand th a t is
extremely popular w ith  families in summer thanks to  its shallow water, which 
lends itself to  wading and swimming. But the smaller Hajodae Beach ёВШёЦф^ 
might be the most scenic— also white and sandy, yet backed by a granite c liff  
from  which a gnarled old pine emerges. Some o f the best sunrises in Korea can 
also be viewed from  the top o f this cliff.

Beautiful rocky coastline of Naksan Provincial Park
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N a k s a n s a  T e m p le
O ne o f  the m ost fam ed sites o f  N aksan 

P ro v in c ia l P a rk  is the  seaside B u d d h is t 
tem ple  o f N aksansa. O n ly  a h a n d fu l o f  

Korean Buddhist temples overlook the sea, 
and this is one o f the best known.

N aksansa was fou nde d  in  671 by the 
re n o w n e d  S illa  m o n k  U is a n g , one  o f

brightest m inds ever produced by Korean 

B u d d h is m  a n d  a p r o l i f i c  fo u n d e r  o f  
temples. H av ing  just re turned fro m  Tang 

D ynasty C h ina , where like  m any scho la r 
m o n ks  he ’ d gone fo r  a d vanced  s tu d y , 

Uisang had come to  the area upon hearing 

th a t A va lo k ite sva ra , the  B o d h isa ttva  o f  
Mercy, lived in a cave near the beach. The 

master spent 14 days pray ing  in  the cave 
before Avalokitesvara fina lly  appeared. She 

to ld  the monk to bu ild  a temple above the 
cave, w h ic h  he d id , d e d ica tin g  i t  to  the 

bodhisattva.
Despite the beauty o f  the loca tio n , the 

tem ple has had som ething o f a traum atic  

history; it  has been destroyed several times 
due to  both natura l and manmade causes. 

The temple was completely destroyed in  the 

Korean W ar and re bu ilt in 1953. Sadly, a 
massive forest fire  in A p ril 2005 destroyed 
i t  again. A lm ost all o f w ha t is seen today is 

a post-fire reconstruction.
A couple o f things d id  survive the blaze, 

however. The H ong yem u n SoilS, the o ld  

stone gate a t the entrance o f  the tem ple, 
was erected in  1467 to  m ark a v is it  th a t

1. Hongnyeonam Hermitage 2. Uisangdae 3. Statue of Avalokitesvara, Naksansa Temple
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year by K ing Sejo. The o ld  stone pagoda in  bu ilt in 1977. I f  this fails to  impress, a short 
the courtyard dates from  the early Joseon w a lk  fro m  the re  is U isangdae, a s im p le  

Era— itself significant in that it  shows that Korean pavilion atop a c liff  overlooking the 
even under the Confucian kings o f Joseon, water. Built in 1925, the pavilion is one o f the

B uddh ism  lived  on— and is capped by a few buildings at the temple that survived the
bronze finale unusual fo r Korea that brings 2 0 0 5  f ire .  U isang  used to  s it  here and

to  m ind the Tibetan-style pagodas o f Yuan m ed ita te : one lo o k  fro m  the spot a t the

Dynasty China. dramatic scenery, and you’ll understand why.
In front o f the temple, on a hill overlooking The sunrises here are profoundly inspiring; so

the sea, is a 16 m tall statue o f Avalokitesvara much so that in tribute, Uisang penned:

“After the pear-tree flowers have fallen and when the cuckoo cries sadly, beyond the hill 
east of Naksan at Uisangdae, I get up in the middle of night to see the sun rise. The 
auspicious clouds look like they are blooming, and the sun looks as if it is being held up 
by six dragons. As the sun rises majestically from the sea to the sky, the whole world 
shakes and the sun rises swiftly, shining more brightly than a thousand candles. ”

- Uisang

A  short w a lk  along the b lu ff overlooking has it  tha t as Uisang was m editating near
the water w ill bring you to  Hongnyeonam here, a red lo tus flow e r blossomed in  the

S S y  o r “ Red Lo tus H erm itage ,”  a sm all sea. I t ’s n o t e s p e c ia lly  o rn a te , b u t its

hermitage b u ilt atop a cave overlooking the location overlooking the sea is exhilarating,

waves. The hermitage is so named as legend

A lit t le  no rth  o f Naksansa, yo u ’l l find  the  u n iq u e ly  des igned S eorakyeok (033-671-7896), 

a w ooden cafe /French res tau ran t fam ous fo r its  lo b s te r d ishes. A large, bu tte r-g rille d  lobste r 
w il l  run you 59,000 w on . Several k ilom e te rs  up th e  coast from  Naksansa is the  fish ing  p o rt o f  WH,TT0 
Daepohang This is a favo rite  des tin a tio n  fo r fans o f raw  fish , and th e  place is awash w ith  
h o e tjip  (raw fish  restau ran ts). Just look  fo r the  ones w ith  lo ts  o f  p eo p le — you can’ t go w rong .

*
Stay

The swankiest place on the beach is the Daemyung Sol Beach Hotel and Resort 
(033-670-3502, www.solbeachlahotel.com), where rooms have their own private spas and 
terraces with whirlpool baths. This kind of luxury goes for 500,000 won a night.

The appropriately named Naksan Beach Hotel ТЫЫ*1$у. (033-672-4000) is a pleasant place 
on a hillside overlooking the sea right next to Naksansa Temple. Rooms start at 130,000 won a 
night; rooms seaside offer great views of the sunrise. There’s a seawater sauna, too. A couple 
o f kilometers up the beach north of Naksansa is the Condotel Hillhouse (033-671- 
2883). The views o f the sea, especially from the upper floors, are fantastic, and rooms have 
cooking facilities. Breakfast is provided, too. Rooms with a sea view begin at 44,000 won a 
night but during the peak season the price climbs to 120,000 won. Along Naksan Beach you’ll 
also find a number of pensions. During the high season, these places can go for more than
150,000 won a night.

Express buses to the town of Yangyang depart from Seoul’s Dong Seoul Terminal and Express 
Bus Terminals (2 hrs 55 min). From Yangyang Bus Terminal take bus No. 9 or No.
9-1 to Naksansa Temple (10-15 min). Taxi is also an o p tio n -th e  trip takes just 10 minutes. TRA|NHs,o°,T

http://www.solbeachlahotel.com
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O d a e s a n  N a t io n a l  Pa r k

Located in the heart o f  Korea’s m ountainous spine just west o f Gangneung, 
Odaesan National Park is one o f Gangwon-do’s several glorious mountain parks. 
A t 1,563 m, M t. Odaesan (“ Five Peak M ounta in ” ) is a big mountain by Korean 
standards, w ith  several peaks over 1,000 m in height. The park doesn’t see quite 
as many visitors as M t. Seoraksan to the north but is a remarkably beautiful place 
all the same, especially in autumn when the mountain’s pristine forests— Korea’s 
largest— tu rn  color. In ad d ition  to  the peak itself, Sogeumgang Valley in the 
eastern part o f the park is a place o f remarkable scenic beauty, eulogized by no 
less a figure than the great 16th century Joseon scholar Y i I (better known by his 
pen name o f Y u lgok), w ho  likened the landscape to  a smaller version o f the 
famously beautiful Geumgangsan Mountains, now part o f N o rth  Korea.

In addition to  its natural splendor, the park is home to  tw o  m ajor Buddhist 
temples, Woljeongsa and Sangwonsa, both lovely places in their own right, and to 
rich collections o f Korean heritage items. Sangwonsa Temple, in fact, is only one 
o f five temples in Korea to  keep remains o f the Sakyamuni Buddha, making it, 
and M t. Odaesan itself, a holy site.

__________________________  Sogeumgang Valley, one of the most lovely stretches of nature in Korea



2 5 0  S e o u l  S e l e c t io n  G u id e s : K o r e a

H ik in g  M t .  O d a e s a n
M t. Odaesan is a largely rounded peak— its 
h ik ing  tra ils, while  long, are not especially 

steep o r  treache rous. The m ost p o p u la r 
ro u te  takes h ike rs  a lo n g  a ge n tle  7  km  

course (h ik in g  tim e: 3 hours, 10 minutes) 
fro m  Sangwonsa Tem ple  to  the h ighest 

pe ak , B iro b o n g  tils §  (1 ,5 6 3  m ), in  the 

western pa rt o f the park. When the weather 
is  g o o d , th e  v ie w s  fro m  th e  to p  a re  

outstanding— it seems the ridge lines o f the 
surrounding m ounta ins go on forever and 

to  the east lie s trik ing  views o f the East Sea.
Another very popular hike takes you up 

th e  S o g e u m g a n g  V a l le y  to

N o inhong  Peak (1,338 m). Th is  is a 
pretty long slog a t 13.3 km (h ik ing time: 7 

o r  8 h o u rs ), b u t the  scenery, especia lly  
along the valley, makes it  w orth  the effort. 

The valley, actually a gorge, fo llow s a crisp, 
coo l m ounta in  stream th a t cascades from  

som ewhere near N o in b o n g . The h ike r is 
surrounded by lush forests, and along the 

w ay  passes e n c h a n t in g  n a tu ra l p o o ls , 
fan tastic  rock  fo rm a tio n s  and a series o f 
nine waterfa lls called the G uryong (“ N ine 

D ragon” ) Falls So eye-catching is it

3

Sogeum Falls

th a t, in  1 9 7 0 , th e  K o re an  g o ve rn m e n t 

designated i t  N a tion a l Scenic Spot N o . 1. 
Once you ’ve reached the top , come down 

the same w ay you came o r take the 4  km  
h ike a long a re la tive ly  gentle path to  the 
Jingogae Pass where the re ’s a road 

and rest stop (from  which you can take a 
tax i to  nearby Jinbu-myeon t-11*1® and, from

Odaesan
N a tio n a l

uryong 
Falls'

ang Falls

ng Peak

tiingogae  Pass

Woljeongsa Temple

Durobong Peak

Sangwangbong Peak

Horyeongbong Peak

J<L
■Sangwonsa 
Temple

Ml. Dongdaesan
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there, buses to  Seoul and other local towns).

T h e re  is a la rg e  m o u n ta in  h u t ne a r
N oinbong Peak. I f  you’ re game and there’s

room (the hut sleeps 30 on a first-come, first-
served basis), you can sleep here; it  is a good

place to  watch the sunset o r good rest spot if
you’ re hiking the Baekdu Daegan Trail.

g) The Birobong Trail begins at Sangwonsa 
Temple. The Sogeumgang Valley trail, on the 
other hand, begins at Sogeumgang Information 
Center, which is reached via Bus No. 303 from 
Gangneung Station (1 hr).

W o l je o n g s a  T e m p le
H id d e n  aw ay in  the forests sou th  o f the 

main peaks o f M t. Odaesan, the Buddhist 
temple o f Woljeongsa was founded in 642 
by th e  g re a t S illa  m o n k  J a ja n g , w h o  

founded a num ber o f  im p o rta n t tem ples 
a r o u n d  th e  c o u n t r y  (m o s t n o ta b ly  

Tongdosa Temple near Busan, one o f 
K orea ’s largest monasteries). H is to ry  has 

been ro u g h  to  the  te m p le , w h ic h  has 
suffered numerous calamities, most notably

during the Korean W ar when it  was burned 

dow n by the South Korean army to  prevent 
the communists from  cla im ing it, a tragedy 

in flic te d  on many h is to ric  temples du ring  

the war.
F o r tu n a te ly , n o t e v e ry th in g  o ld  was 

destroyed. The temple’s pride and joy is its 

splendid nine-story stone pagoda from  the 
10th  cen tu ry , w h ich  stands in  the m a in  

c o u r ty a rd .  S ta n d in g  1 5 .2  m h ig h , the 

b e a u t i f u l l y  p re s e rv e d  m o n u m e n t is 
c o n s id e re d  a m a s te rp ie c e  o f  G o ry e o  

re lig ious a rt. A lso  qu ite  in tr ig u in g  is the 
very unusual stone statue o f a bodhisattva, 

kneeling on one knee and seemingly making 
an o ffe ring  to  an unknow n recip ient. The 

one in  th e  c o u r ty a rd  is a re p lic a ;  the  
orig ina l, carved in the 11th century, can be 

found in the temple museum, which houses 
a n u m b e r o f  o th e r  p ieces o f  v a lu a b le  
B uddh is t a rt, bo th  fro m  W oljeongsa and 

other temples.

Woljeongsa Temple and its stunning 10th century pagoda, a masterpiece of Goryeo Dynasty art
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©  Museum: 9:30 am to 6 pm (Apr-Oct), 9:30 am 
to 4:30 pm (Nov-Mar) gg 2,500 won (© 033-339- 
6800 Я  Take a bus from Gangneung to the town 
of Jinbu (50 min), and from Jinbu take a bus to 
Woljeongsa (15 min).

S a n g w o n s a  T e m p le
Some be lie ve  S angw onsa T e m p le , lik e  

Woljeongsa, was founded by the Buddhist 
monk Jajang in  643, although others po in t 

to  a s ligh tly  la ter founding by the sons o f 
the Silla king. W hat we do know  fo r certain 

is tha t it  was rebu ilt several times, firs t in 
705, then again in 1947 fo llow ing  a fire in 

1946. Sangwonsa managed to  a vo id  the 
fate o f Woljeongsa and survived the Korean 

W ar in tact, m ostly on account o f its head 
m onk w ho  refused to abandon the temple, 

challenging South Korean soldiers to  burn 

i t  w ith  him  inside (which, thankfu lly , they 

refused to  do). Its most im portan t treasure 
is the splendid bronze temple bell 

(Treasure N o. 36), crafted in 725 during the 
Silla Kingdom. It was once quite famous for 

its beautifu l sound, which cou ld  be heard 
throughou t the valley; due to  preservation 

concerns, it  is no longer rung. O rig ina lly  the 
town bell o f the southeastern city o f Andong

Sangwonsa Temple miraculously survived the Korean War.



Bronze bell of Sangwonsa Temple (left), Buddhist statues, Sangwonsa Temple

(see p551), it  was moved to  the temple in the 

15th century. In the past, temple bells were 
prized targets o f invaders and pirates; sadly, 

th is is one o f only three surviving Silla bells 
tha t remain in Korea.

In  th e  m a in  h a ll o f  S angw onsa  is  a 
w ooden statue o f  a young M a n ju s r i, the 
Bodhisattva o f W isdom ; ‘ : й -уэд. i t was 

carved in  1466 at the com m ission o f the 
daughter o f  K ing Sejo as a prayer fo r a male 

c h i ld .  I t  is  a lso  sa id  to  be an a r t is t ic  
reincarnation o f the young M anjusri whom, 
according to  legend, K ing Sejo o f the Joseon 

Dynasty met during a v isit to  Sangwonsa.
The hike to  M t. Odaesan’s Birobong Peak 

begins fro m  Sangwonsa Temple. A long the 
way, you ’ ll pass the architecturally unusual

Saja-am H erm itage  w ith  its  b izarre  
roofed terraces, and Jeongmyeolbogung ' " 

the “ treasure palace”  that holds relics 

o f  the  S akyam uni Buddha b ro u g h t fro m  
China by the Ven. Jajang when he founded 

the tem ple . The b u ild in g  dates fro m  the 
Joseon D yn a s ty  (1 3 9 2 -1 9 1 0 ) and, as it  

ho lds  a c tu a l re lics  fro m  the B uddha, it  
contains no statues. As one o f on ly  five sites 

in  K orea  w here  re lics  o f  the Sakyam uni 
B u d d h a  re s id e , i t  is  a v e ry  p o p u la r  
p i lg r im a g e  d e s t in a t io n  f o r  K o re a n  
Buddhists.

&  2,500 won (£) 033-332-6666 В  Take a bus 
from Gangneung to Jinbu (50 min), and from 
Jinbu take a bus to Sangwonsa (40 min).

There are plenty of restaurants in front of Woljeongsa Temple. Give Birobong Sikdang b isgyg  
\ У  (033-332-6597) a try—it does a bibimbap made from mountain greens picked from Mt.
w h a t t o  Odaesan.

Ea t

Q  There is one upscale place to stay near Mt. Odaesan, Kensington Flora Hotel '" . ' - l is y s y  
(033-330-5000), a luxury hotel with great views from the upper floors. As the name would 

WhsEtayT° suggest, there’s a floral theme here with the hotel providing all sorts of floral and herbal care 
and treatments, including aromatherapy. Western rooms begin at 180,000 won a night. If you’d 
prefer somewhere simpler, there are some minbak (homestay) and pension facilities on the 
road to Woljeongsa Temple, including the charming Healthy House Happy 700 ' 
(033-336-8770), with walls built of yellow clay, which is said to have therapeutic effects. 
During the peak season, rooms that sleep four go for 120,000 won a night, but this comes 
down to 70,000 won in the off-season. About halfway between Woljeongsa and Sangwonsa, 
you’ll find the Dongpigol Camp Site snisorast, where you can pitch your tent for 2,000 won a 
person during the peak season.
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G a n g n e u n g

W ith  a population o f nearly 230,000, Gangneung is the largest city on Gangwon- 
do’s East Sea coast, and something o f a commercial center fo r the isolated coastal 
region o f a province cut o ff from  the rest o f the country by the high Taebaeksan 
M ou n ta in  Range I t ’s got quite a b it o f history, too. For centuries, its
mountains and seaside charms attracted Korea’s politica l and intellectual elite. It 
was also the place o f b irth o f the 16th century scholar “ Yulgok”  or Yi I, one o f 
the greatest Confucian minds o f the Joseon Dynasty.

Gangneung gets qu ite a few visitors, especially in summer when droves o f 
merrymakers flock here to  take in the fun and sun at Gyeongpo Beach, one o f 
Korea’s most popular beaches. Also popular w ith  visitors is Gyeongpoho Lake 
(actually an enclosed bay) and Gyeongpodae Pavilion, scenic spots lauded for 
the ir beautiful views o f the moon. Culture and history buffs w ill want to  stop by 
the  O jukh eo n  where Y u lgok  was bo rn  and check o u t some o f  the to w n ’s 
beautiful old Korean homes and gardens, like the spectacular Seongyojang, one 
o f the largest Korean manor houses remaining from  the Joseon Dynasty. There’s 
p len ty  to  see a round  Gangneung, too , in c lud in g  the seaside scenic spot o f 
Jeongdongjin 3 ^ - '  and the high grasslands o f Daegwallyeong Pass ^ 5 8 .

A  good time to  visit is springtime when the city hosts its annual Dano Festival, 
an ancient shamanist rite registered on UNESCO’s list o f “ Masterpieces o f the 
O ral and Intangible Heritage o f H um anity.”

Beach is a popular summer destination.
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6 9  Jum unjlnhang 
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Щ  69 Yeongjinhang 
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G yeongpo Beach
•  Gyeongpo land

Banghaejeong
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G yeongpoho Lake

Daegwallyeong 
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7 km

Ojukheon

Layout While most visitors come for the beach, most of Gangneung is located 
about a kilometer or so from the coast, built along the Namdaecheon 

Stream УШй. There’s not a whole lo t to see downtown but it does have plenty o f shops, 
motels and restaurants. There’s also got the train station (pretty much smack downtown) 
and the main bus term inal (out on the western part o f town).

In addition to Gyeongpo Beach, the entire coastline of the municipality o f Gangneung 
is dotted with ports and harbors. Many o f these are tiny but others, like Jumunjin ^ t i ,  
are quite large and home to substantial fishing fleets which, in turn, supply a thriving 
seafood eatery industry. There are several smaller beaches as well, the most famous 
being jeongdongjin.

Im y e o n g g w a n  S a m m u n  
&  C h i l s a d a n g
One dow ntow n site certainly w o rth  seeing 

is Im yeonggw an  Sam m un ( fo rm e r ly  the 
Gaeksamun), the fro n t gate o f w ha t was, in 

G o r y e o  a n d  J o s e o n  t im e s ,  a la rg e  
governm ent guest house w h ic h , in  tu rn , 
w as p a rt o f  a m u ch  la rg e r g o ve rn m e n t 
com plex. The sim ple, unpainted gate was

b u ilt  in  936, m a k in g  i t  the s ing le  o ldest 

surv iv ing  w ooden structure  in  Korea and 
on ly  one o f a hand fu l o f w ood bu ild ings 
remaining fro m  the Goryeo Dynasty. Unlike 

the gates o f  the later Joseon Dynasty, the 
brackets tha t support th is gate are exposed, 
a l lo w in g  th e  v ie w e r to  a p p re c ia te  the 
beautifu l craftsmanship.

The guest house, the Imyeonggwan
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g fe

Signboard, Imyeonggwan

was b u ilt a t the same tim e as its gate, and 

managed to survive a ll the way u n til 1929 
when the Japanese colonial authorities tore it 

down to  make way for a school sports field 
(an ind ica tion  o f the lit t le  regard th a t the 
Japanese co lon ia l regime held fo r  Korea ’s 

cultural heritage). In 2006, the guest house 
was rebu ilt in its orig ina l style. One o f the 

guest house buildings, Jeondaecheong 
has an old signboard penned by none other 
than  G o rye o ’s K in g  G o n g m in  (r. 1 3 5 1 - 

1374) during a royal visit to  Gangneung.
Also nearby is another handsome Korean 

hall, Chilsadang, the current incarnation o f 
w h ic h  da tes  fro m  a la te  1 9 th  c e n tu ry  
reconstruction. A long  w ith  Imyeonggwan 

Sammun, it  is pretty much a ll tha t’s le ft o f 
G angneung ’s o ld  g o ve rn m e n t co m p le x . 

Imyeonggwan Sammun is r igh t in  fro n t o f 
the back gate o f Gangneung C ity  H a ll.

S e o n g y o ja n g
O ut tow ards Gyeongpoho Lake is a large, 

w e ll-p re s e rv e d  m a n o r house fro m  the 
Joseon D ynasty , ca lled  Seongyojang. Y i 
Nae-beon (1703-1781), a local nobleman, 

b e g a n  w o r k  on  th e  h o m e  in  1 7 5 6 ; 

subsequent generations o f Y i’s clan have 
continued to  add to  it. In fact, a descendant 

o f  Y i con tinues  to  live  here, a lb e it  in  a 
newly bu ilt annex o f f  to  the side from  the 
historic buildings.

As is ty p ic a l o f  K o re a n  a r is to c ra t ic  

residences, the com p lex  is com posed o f 
separate ha lls  tied  toge the r in to  several 
clusters by open courtyards, w ith  separate 

halls fo r the men and women o f the house. 
In the Joseon Dynasty, Gangneung was a 

popular place fo r scholars and offic ia ls  to 
come to  relax, and the manor— quite unlike 

o th e r p r iv a te  hom es— has m a ny  sm a ll 
rooms where visitors cou ld stay. The most 
unusual o f its build ings is the Yeolhwadang 

a w ooden ha ll b u ilt  in 1815 as the 

men’s quarters. W hat makes it  particu larly 
unique is its terrace, b u ilt sometime around 

the tu rn  o f the 20th century. Topped by a 
Russian copper-plated ro o f, the terrace is 
said to  have been a g if t  fro m  the Russian 

consul, who may have stayed here on a visit.
Just in fro n t o f the main manor complex

Seongyojang was built in 1756 as the home of a local nobleman whose descendants live here to this day.
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and a b it o f f  to  the side is a square lotus 
po nd  o v e r lo o k e d  by a K orean p a v ilio n . 

B u ilt in  1916, i t ’s an especially beau tifu l 
place in  sum mer when the lotus blossoms 

bloom  in  a pond that also hosts a couple o f 
pine trees r ig h t in  its m iddle. The view  o f 

the pond and pines from  inside the pavilion 
is  s u b l im e — th e  e p ito m e  o f  K o re a n  

t r a d i t io n a l  a e s th e tic s . F o r a p r iv a te  
residence, the pond is quite large and brings 

t o  m in d  t h e  B u y o n g j i  P o n d  o f  
Changdeokgung Palace.

In the o ld  days, the Seongyojang was 
l i te ra l ly  la ke s id e , as G yeongpoho  Lake 

came a ll the w ay up to  the house w h ich  
could thus be reached by boat. Since then, 

h o w e v e r, th e  la ke  has s h ru n k  in  s ize  
considerab ly , and the shore is now  some 

distance away.
©  9 am to 6 pm  (summer), 9 am to 5 pm 
(winter) &  3,000 won ®  Take Bus No. 202 from 
Gangneung Station (30 min) o r Gangneung 
Express Bus Terminal (15 min). ®  033-646- 
3270

Ojukheon, home of the famed Confucian scolar Yi i

O ju k h e o n
A lso  on the ro ad  to  G yeongpoho Lake, 

O ju kh e o n  ( “ B lack Bam boo H ouse” ) is a 

lo v in g ly  preserved Joseon Dynasty house 

most famous fo r being the birthplace o f Y i I 
(1 5 3 6 -1 5 8 4 ), the celebrated 16th century 

C o n fu c ia n  in te lle c tu a l and governm ent 

o ffic ia l whose visage graces the fro n t o f  the
5,000 w on b ill (along w ith  an image o f  the 

house its e lf) . I t  is ju s t as fam ous as the 
hom e o f  Y i’s m other, Lady Sin Saimdang 

(1504-1551), w ho to  this day is held up as 
a model o f Confucian motherhood.

O ju k h e o n , so named fo r  the grove  o f 
b la c k  b a m b o o  b e h in d  the  ho m e , was 

orig ina lly  b u ilt by the Joseon offic ia l Choe 
Chi-un (1390-1440) some time in the early 

15th century. This makes it  one o f the oldest 
surviv ing private residences in the country. 
T h ro u g h  m arriag e , the hom e eve n tua lly  

passed in to  the possession o f the Yongin Y i 
clan. The home’s golden age was the early 

16th century when Sin and, later, her son Y i I 
were born here. Y i’s descendants maintained
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‘Y u l g o k ’ Y i I &  S in  S a im d a n g ................................................... ...........

Gangneung’s favorite son is Yi I (1536-1584), widely 
considered one of the two greatest Confucian scholars of the 
Joseon Dynasty (the other being his contemporary elder, Yi 
Hwang o f Andong). He’s better known by his pen name, 
Yulgok, or “ Chestnut Valley,”  a name he took from the village 
in Paju, Gyeonggi-do where he spent his childhood.

Yi was born at the Ojukheon House in Gangneung, the son 
o f a royal official and Sin Saimdang, an accomplished cultural 
figure in her own right. When he was eight, his family moved 
from Gangneung to his father’s home in Paju, Gyeonggi-do. 
Under the devoted guidance o f his mother, he soon proved a 
prodigy, mastering the Confucian classics at a young age and 

passing the national literary examination at the age o f 13. When he was 16, however, 
his mother died. For three years, he tended to her grave, living just next door, and then 
left for a temple in the far-off Geumgangsan Mountains o f northern Korea to study 
Buddhism. The following year, he le ft the temple and returned to Gangneung, where he 
refocused his attention on Neo-Confucianism. In this he excelled, receiving the top 
score in the gwageo—the Confucian civil service exam o f the Joseon Dynasty—no 
fewer than nine consecutive times.

Unlike many Neo-Confucian scholars who focused on more esoteric, metaphysical 
topics, Yi was more concerned with practical matters. Accordingly, he was an active 
figure in politics, serving about 20 years in several administrative and ministerial 
positions, including a stint as m inister o f defense. He was also a reformer, arguing that 
the state and its systems should change w ith the times, lest it risk collapse. Most 
memorably, he called for the maintenance o f a 100,000-man army to defend Korea 
from attack. Typically, th is suggestion was ignored due to factional politics, and Korea 
found itse lf ill-prepared when Japan invaded soon after Yi’s death.

Yi’s mother, Sin Saimdang (1504-1551), was one of Joseon Dynasty’s most 
accomplished women. Raised in a household w ithout sons. Sin received an education 
ordinarily granted only to sons o f the family. Even after her marriage, she continued 
her scholarly and artistic pursuits, becoming a much respected poet, painter, 
calligrapher and embroiderer. She focused the greatest 
portion of her attention, however, on educating her children, 
no easy task given that she had four sons and three 
daughters.

Even in modern times, Sin has been held up as a model of 
Korean womanhood, the hyeonmo yangcheo or “ wise 
mother and good wife.”  In 2009, her visage was even put on 
the new 50,000 won bill. This is increasingly coming under 
fire from Korean feminists, however, who feel the idealization 
o f the woman who sacrifices herself for her husband and 
children perpetuates patriarchal social values.

Yulgok Yi I

Sin Saimdang
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th e  p r o p e r t y  u n t i l  1 9 7 5 ,  w h e n  th e  
government took over responsib ility fo r its 

upkeep. The home has three rooms, one of 

w h ic h  is M o n g n y o n g s il S js-У ( “ D rag on  
D ream  R o o m ” ), w here Y i was b o rn , so 

named because Sin is said to  have dreamed 

o f a dragon the day she conceived him.
A lso in the com plex you ’ ll  fin d  several 

o th e r s tru c tu re s , the m ost in te res ting  o f 

w h ic h  is Eojegak W 1- ,  a sm a ll p a v ilio n  

b u ilt in 1788 on the order o f K ing  Jeongjo, 

an adm irer o f Y i. The pav ilion  houses the

in k  w e ll used by Y i when he was a ch ild , as 

w e l l  as th e  p re fa c e  o f  “ G y e o k m o n g  
Y o g y e o l,”  a te x t  Y i w ro te  in  1577 fo r  

students just beginning the ir studies.
Also on site is the Gangneung M unicipa l 

Museum which houses a good

co llec tion  o f local cu ltu ra l properties and 

fo lk lo re , includ ing drawings and other art 

w orks by Sin Saimdang.
©  8 am to 6 pm (M ar-Oct), 8 am to 5:30 pm 
(Nov-Feb) ф  3,000 won ®  Take Bus No. 202 
o r 303 from Gangneung Station (25 min) or 
Gangneung Express Bus Terminal (15 min).
®  033-640-4771

G a n g n e u n g  Da n o j e  Fe s t i v a l

Taking place on the fifth day of the fifth lunar month, Dano was one of traditional Korea’s 
biggest holidays. Believing that celestial bodies of the universe converged on that date, 
Koreans regarded Dano as an especially auspicious day, when the world was most filled 
with yang (positive) energy. When Korea was an agricultural society, it was also a t im e -  
coming as it did right upon the completion of the spring planting-when farmers could, if 
just for a day, relax and have some fun. Women would don beautiful dresses and ride on 
swings, hoping to attract the gaze of eligible men, while young men would show off their 
strength in bouts of Korean traditional wrestling or ssireum. Women would wash their hair 
in water boiled with calamus to give it extra shine. Shaman rituals were also held, and 
special foods—especially rice cakes cooked with mugwort and other medicinal roots— 
were prepared. Fans were also gifted to one another; after all, the hot summer was 
approaching.

In modern times, the holiday is not as celebrated as it used to be. In Gangneung, 
however, the old traditions are maintained, and in grand fashion. The Gangneung Danoje 
Festival is a month-long celebration featuring shaman rites, parades, Korean wrestling, 
swing rides, Korean traditional mask dramas and, of course, food and drink. The festival 
begins on the fifth day of the fourth lunar month with the brewing of the so-called sinju or 
liquor of the gods, at the Chilsadang in downtown Gangneung. On the 15th day of the 
fourth lunar month, a shaman rite is held for the mountain god at a shrine at 
Daegwallyeong Pass. The festival really gets off the ground on the third day of the fifth 
lunar month, when a grand procession is held through downtown Gangneung to a shaman 
altar on Namdaecheon Stream тн-у.

A highlight of the festival is the Gwanno Mask Drama 
a non-verbal regional folk play set to musical 

accompaniment rarely seen outside of Gangneung on 
Dano. There’s a ton of other stuff going on as well, 
including markets, wrestling and music performances.
In recognition of the importance of the Gangneung 
Danoje Festival, it was designated a “ Masterpiece of 
the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity”  by 
UNESCO in 2005.



Gyeongpo Beach

G y e o n g p o  B e a c h  
&  G y e o n g p o h o  L a k e  3 5 s
The m o st fam ous  o f  K orea 's  east coast 
beaches, Gyeongpo Beach is also one o f the 
most crowded, a t least in summer, when the 

place can be w a ll-to -w a ll people (or w all- 
to -w a ll beach um brellas, as it  were). Fine 

w h ite  sand, backed up by ve rd a n t pine 
forests, extends up and down the coast for 

a b o u t 6 km . T h e re ’s p le n ty  o f  m o to r-  
boa ting  opportun ities  a t the beach, too—  
just look  fo r the boats (30,000 w on fo r a 

short trip ).
Also along the beach is a strip o f motels 

and restaurants— sort o f like M iam i Beach, 
ju s t w ith  less A r t  D eco  and m o re  love 
motels and raw  fish joints.

R ig h t beh ind  the beach, G yeongpoho 
Lake was o r ig in a lly  a narrow -necked bay 

bu t sand and rock carried  in  by the tides 
eventually blocked it  up, creating a shallow, 
p lac id  lake. Its  name means “ clear like  a 

m irro r ,"  a reference to  the stillness o f  its 
waters in  contrast to  the choppy water of 
the sea. O rig in a lly , the lake was a fu ll 12 

km  in  circumference bu t, thanks to  silting 
over the years, i t  is now  just 4 km . In the 
center o f the lake is a small rock island w ith  

a single Korean pagoda— it  seems to  be a 
popular resting place fo r the birds. The lake 
is e sp e c ia lly  p re t ty  in  s p r in g  w hen the 

cherry trees that ring it  are in fu ll bloom.
O n  a h i l l  o v e r lo o k in g  th e  la k e  is 

G yeongpodae 950^ a handsom e Korean

ess
H o r s e s , B u g g i e s  &  B i k e s !

You'll no doubt notice the horses at the 
beach. Horse riding is something of a 
Gyeongpo Beach tradition. 10,000 won 
will get you a guided ride for about i  km 
of the white sand beach. The horses are 
pretty tame so there's not much to 
worry about.

Another option for the equestrian- 
minded is the horse-buggy tours of 
Gyeongpoho Lake. These buggies hold 
up to eight, and 7,000 won will bring 
you around the lake.

More recently, however, couples, 
families and even solo travelers have 
found it more fun to bike their way 
around the lake. Bike paths have been 
constructed, and near the beach end of 
the lake you'll find a bike rental stall. 
Solo bikes rent for 4,000 won per hour, 
and bicycles for two for 8,000 won. If 
you have a big family, a six-person bike 
goes for 25,000 won per hour.



Gyeongpoho Lake

p a v i l i o n  w i t h  a f in e  v ie w  o f  th e
surroundings. I t  is famously said that from

th is  p a v il io n , you  can see “ f ive  m oons”
simultaneously: one in the sky, one reflected

in  the sea, one re flected in  the lake, one
re flected in  y o u r w in e  glass and the one
reflected in you r lover’s eyes.

g  Take Bus No. 202 from Gangneung Express 
Terminal and get off at Gyeongpo Beach. The 
trip takes about 20 minutes.

C h a m so ri G ra m o p ho n e  &  E d ison 
S c ience  M u s e u m  S £2H *87| о Ш Ф И а д е
C e rta in ly  one o f  the m ost unusua l— and 
u n e x p e c te d — m u seum s in  K o re a , the  

Cham sori G ram ophone &  Edison Science 
M u se u m  was fo u n d e d  in  19 92  by Son 
Seong-mok, a co llecto r w ho has spent the 

las t h a lf  c e n tu ry  tra v e lin g  the  w o r ld  in

sea rch  o f  g ra m o p h o n e s . So fa r , h e ’s 
m a n a g e d  t o  o b t a in  n e a r ly  5 ,0 0 0  

gram ophones and 150,000 phonographic 
albums. A long the way, he also picked up 

about 1,000 inventions by famed American 
inventor Thomas A lva Edison. Amongst the 

m any ra re  and fa s c in a tin g  item s in  the 
c o l le c t io n  a re  f iv e  o f  th e  w o r ld ’s s ix  

r e m a in in g  f i r s t - g e n e r a t io n  t i n f o i l  
phonographs produced by Edison h im self 

in  1877, as well as a M ode l T  Ford and an 
E d ison-produced e le c tric  car. Perfect fo r 
both children and adults, th is place really is 

a must-visit.
©  9 am to 6 pm (summer), 9 am  to 5:30 pm 
(winter) 7,000 won В  Take Bus No. 202 
from Gangneung Express Bus Terminal and get 
o ff at Gyeongpodae. The museum is right there 
(20 min). ®  033-655-1130, (*) www.edison.kr 
(KR)

http://www.edison.kr
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No trip to Gangneung is complete without trying 
Chodang sundubu (6,000 won), a culinary
simplicity at its most sublime—pure white tofu in 
clear broth. Gangneung is famous for making its 
tofu with sea water, which imparts to the dish a light 
but delightfully salty taste. The soup is usually 
accompanied by biji jjigae “MWH, a rich, creamy 
stew made from soy pulp. If you’ve been looking for 
a break from spicy fare, you’re at the right place. 
There’s a so-called “Chodang Sundubu Village ^ 9=  

located in the forested area south of the 
beach—here you’ ll find several restaurants specializing in the dish, including Wonjo Chodang 
Sundubu (033-652-2660), which boasts o f having been founded by the woman
who invented the dish in the 30s. Bus No. 230 from Gangneung Express Bus Terminal comes 
to the village. If seafood is what you’re after, a few kilometers up the coast from Gangneung 
proper is the fishing port of Jumunjin This place is full of raw fish restaurants, including 
four major multi-restaurant seafood emporiums around the waterfront.

/ " V  As one might expect, most of the higher-end 
In J . accommodations are along Gyeongpo Beach. The best 

WHst*yT° v'ews can be had at Hotel Hyundai Gyeongpodae sasm gs 
41 (033-651-2233), with rooms that overlook either 
Gyeongpo Beach or Gyeongpoho Lake. Western-style 
rooms begin at 140,000 won a night. Also between the lake 
and the beach is BENIKEA Gyungpo Beach Hotel t iN m g s  
bixisB) (033-644-6699), with rooms starting at 120,000 
won. There are also plenty of other hotels and motels 
along the beach strip. If you don’t want to pay to stay by 
the beach, there are reasonably priced love motel-style 
yeogwan (inns) around Gangneung Bus Terminal. If the
best sunrises are what you’re after, those can be found at the appropriately named Sun Cruise 
Resort (033-610-7000, http://english.esuncruise.com) at Jeongdongjin. This is
also one of the single-most unusual accommodations we’ll recommend in this book—it’s built 
in the shape of a huge cruise ship sitting atop a bluff overlooking the beach, as if  sailing into 
the sunrise. Seen from the beach, it might be a great, gaudy blight upon the natural scenery, 
but from the resort itself, the views are fantastic. Rooms begin at 70,000 won per night. Also 
near Jeongdongjin is the beautiful Haslla Museum Hotel sttarexigs.! (033-644-9414-5), 
which as the name suggests is part museum, part hotel. Maintained by a husband-wife team 
of sculptors, the hotel itself is a work of art, with terrific views to boot. If they’ve got a room 
(there are only 24) and you can part with 280,000 won a night, this is a great place to stay.

Express buses to Gangneung depart from Seoul’s Dong Seoul Terminal and Gangnam Express 
Bus Terminal (3 hrs). Express buses to Gangneung can also be taken from Chuncheon St!, 
Wonju SSt Donghae § 4  Sokcho ^  and other regional cities and towns. If you’d prefer to go 
by rail, there are six trains daily to Gangneung from Seoul’s Cheongnyangni Station but 
be warned: it’s a long trip through Korea’s mountainous backbone—6 hours. On the plus side, 
it can be a very picturesque trip, especially in winter when the train treks through the heart of 
Korea’s snow country.

Tr ansport

Sun Cruise Resort

W ha t to

Eat

Chodang sundubu

http://english.esuncruise.com
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Je o n g d o n g j in

Listed in the Guinness Book o f W orld Records as the closest train station to  the 
sea, Jeongdongjin Station SSt!9! opens up lite ra lly onto the beach. The station 
was established in 1962 and was an im portant transport hub fo r the local mining 
industry, bu t w ith  the decline o f m in ing  in the early 90s i t  fe ll in to  alm ost 
complete disuse. In 1995, however, it appeared in the popular Korean T V  series 
H ourglass. A lmost overnight, it  was reborn as a m ajor tourist destination, where 
throngs flock to  take in the spectacular sunrises. As is often the case w ith  such 
places, fame has changed Jeongdongjin. There has been much development, some 
o f it  o f questionable taste. Block out that and the crowds (especially i f  you go on 
Jan 1), though, and you’ll find the sunrises inspirational. Couples w ill love it. The 
most charming spot consists o f a couple o f w ind-swept pines and a simple bench 
not far from  the station itself, a reminder o f the peaceful, fo rlo rn  Jeongdongjin o f 
o ld. I f  you don’t  want to  watch the sunrise from  the beach, there’s a pavilion 
atop Goseongsan a small h ill overlooking the water.
®  The classic way to get to Jeongdongjin is to take the night train from Seoul's Cheongnyangni 
Station, which departs at 11 pm and arrives at 4:40 am. If you're in Gangneung, just take Bus No. 109 
from in front of Gangneung Intercity Bus Terminal and get off at Jeongdong (30 min).

Sunrise over Jeongdongjin



G a n g w o n - d o  2 6 5

Д$1
N e w  Y e a r ' s  S u n r is e

On New Year's Day, Jeongdongjin 
is packed with revelers. If you're 
lucky enough to get a train 
ticket (unlikely if  you didn’t 
book in advance), be prepared 
for some crowds. Of course, if 
you like people, this isn’t so 
bad, and there will be plenty to 
do, see, eat and drink while you 
wait for the sun to come up.

Unification Park
A f e w  k i l o m e t e r s  n o r t h  o f  
Jeongdongjin is U nification Park, home 

to  tw o  retired warships. The larger o f 
th e  tw o  is  th e  d e s t ro y e r  R O K S  

Jeonbuk (fo rm erly  the USS Everett F.
Larson), launched by the Americans in 

1945 and tra ns fe rred  to  the Korean 
Navy in 1972. In 1999, the destroyer 

was decommissioned and turned in to  a 
museum ship.

The sm alle r one is, su rp ris ing ly , a 

N o rth  Korean submarine. On Sept 15, 1996, a N o rth  Korean submarine dropped o f f  a 
team o f commandos on the South Korean coast near Gangneung to  conduct surveillance 

on m ilita ry  facilities in the area. O n Sept 18, however, the submarine ran aground while 
try in g  to  retrieve the commandos. Unable to  free the submarine, the N o rth  Koreans 

resolved to  make it  back home overland. A  local tax i d rive r spotted the submarine, 
however, and informed the authorities. W ha t fo llowed was a massive, 49 day m anhunt 
by South Korean troops and po lice  th a t ended w ith  24 N o rth  Koreans k ille d , one 

captured and one presumed to  have escaped to  N o rth  Korea. O f the 24 N o rth  Korean 
dead, 11— mostly the submarine’s crew— are presumed to  have com mitted suicide on the 
firs t day rather than risk capture. The South Koreans also took casualties, both m ilita ry  

and c iv ilian , including several k illed  in  incidents o f friend ly fire.
On Dec 28 o f that year. N o rth  Korea issued a rare “ apology," expressing deep regret 

fo r the incident. The South Koreans kept the submarine, later moving i t  to  its current 
location as the centerpiece o f U nifica tion Park, w h ich  opened in 2001.
Ф  3,000 won ©  9 am to 5:30 pm (M ar-Oct), 9 am to 4:30 pm (Nov-Feb) ®  033-640-4469 
®Take Bus No. 11-1 from Jeongdongjin Station (about 15 min)
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D o n g h a e  ° ° h

Named for the body o f water on which it  sits, the city o f Donghae (“ East Sea” ) is 
an im portant East Sea port, w ith  a popu lation o f just over 100,000. It is also 
home to Ssangyong Cement’s Donghae production line, one o f the biggest cement 
factories in the world. Unless you’ve got a keen interest in cement, however, the 
c ity  itself is rather non-descript, and you’re unlikely to  visit fo r its urban charms. 
It does have weekly ferry connections to  Vladivostok in Russia and Sakaiminato 
in Japan, though, which makes the tow n a place o f interest fo r travelers going 
further afield. It is also one o f the best places to  catch ferries to  the volcanic island 
o f Ulleungdo It used to  be that you could take ferries from  here to  N orth  
Korea’s scenic Geumgangsan M ountains, too, but the recent cooling in relations 
between the tw o  Koreas has led to a suspension o f service, and as o f the w riting  
o f this book, the future o f the Geumgangsan Mountains Tourism project is very 
much in doubt.

W hile the city has little  to  capture one’s interest, some mountains and valleys 
that surround it are lovely, especially the scenic M ureung Valley w ith  its
m agnificent rock form ations, th ick  forests and beautifu l waterfa lls. Another 
scenic spot, this one on the coast, is Chuam B e a c h ^ ^ H ^ S ’s Chotdaebawi 
a candlestick-shaped rock (some m ight liken its shape to  something else) famous 
fo r its captivating sunsets, which have inspired legions o f photographers.

Chuam Beach. Chotdae Bawi (“Candlestick Rock") is in the far left.

к : : x :
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. Q  Mangsang Beach 
angunsan в »  Donghae Grand Hotel

i 4  Mt. Maebongsan

S am hw a sa Q  q
Temple Boribat

v.T,u"9
Ssang Falls 

В  Dutasanseong Fortress

i s  Mt. Dutasan

В  Eodal Beach

Q  Mukhohang 
Harbor 

3  Donghae Bus Terminal 

I  j^ _ D o n g h a e  City Hall 
E jT ”  Naengcheon Park 

Motel Meridian g 5 5  Motel Picasso

C hotdae Bawl I ___
Chuam Beach
Jeungsan 
Beach

Jageunhujin Ц
Beach {SJSamcheok 

S am che ok -Q C H yH a 11 
Municipal Museum - H

Samcheokhang 
Port "V I

Layout c'ty stretches north-
south along the narrow strip 

o f land between the sea and mountains. 
Donghae Station is located in the far south 
o f town, not far from Donghae Passenger 
Ferry Terminal ^sSoiaitfe io iy, from whence 
boats to Russia and Japan depart. The 
fishing port o f Mukhohang ^s.W, where you 
catch fast boats to Ulleungdo, is in the 
north o f town. The bus terminal is almost 
equidistant from Donghae Station and 
Mukho. Trains to Donghae also stop at 
Mukho Station, near Mukhohang Port, so if 
the ferry to Ulleungdo is your objective, this 
is where you should get off. Chuam Beach 
is just south o f town, along the rail line to 
Samcheok

C h u a m  B e a c h  
&  C h o td a e  B a w i
Chuam Beach is a 150 m stretch o f  w hite  

sand w ith  shallow  water perfect fo r wading 
in  th e  su m m e r m o n th s . M o s t p e o p le , 

however, come here fo r the fantastic rocks 
and coastal cliffs. The most famous o f these 

is Chotdaebaw i o r “ Candlestick R ock," a 
5 -6  m ta ll rock that stands a t the edge o f 
t h e  s e a .  T h e  s u n r is e s  h e r e  a r e  

mesmerizing— so much so, in  fact, tha t the 
im age o f  the sunrise a t C h o td a e b a w i is 
often seen at the beginning o f  the video that 
accompanies the Korean nationa l anthem. 

B r in g  a ca m e ra , b y  a l l  m eans, b u t be 
prepared to fend o f f  the rest o f the tripod - 
to tin g  crowd.
glTake Bus No. 61 from Donghae Station (20 
min) o r Donghae Bus Terminal (45 min) and get 
o ff at Chuam. You could also take a taxi— it's just 
5  minutes by cab from Donghae Station.

Chotdae Bawi, or “Candlestick Rock"
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M u r e u n g  V a l le y
M u re u n g  V a lley is yet a n o the r s tun n ing  

gorge, the likes o f w h ich  G angw on-do is 
blessed. In the o ld  days, they said Taoist 

fa i r ie s  w o u ld  c o m e  d o w n  f r o m  th e  
m o u n ta in s  to  p la y  in  its  w a te r fa lls  and 

pools. I t ’s easy to  see w hy— the place can 
seem like an earthly paradise.

M ureung Valley was form ed by a stream 
that tumbles down from  the heights o f M t. 
Dutasan ( 1,353 m). A t the entrance o f 

the valley is a huge slab o f granite on which 

the names o f countless scholars w ho visited 
th is  scenic spo t ove r the cen tu ries  have 

ca rved  th e ir  nam es. F o llo w  th e  v a lle y  
upwards and you ’ll  come to  Samhwasa 
W, a small Buddhist temple blessed w ith  an 

iron -sea ted  V a irocana  Buddha fro m  the 
U n ifie d  S illa  era (6 6 8 -9 3 5 ) and a w e ll-  

preserved stone pagoda fro m  the late 9th 
century. Go past the temple and you 'll pass a

series o f ravines, pools and w aterfa lls, the 
most impressive o f which are Ssang ( “ Tw in ” ) 

and Y ongchu w a te rfa lls , the

former eponymously named because it  is, in 

fac t, a tw in  w a te rfa ll w ith  tw o  stunn ing  
cascades emptying into a crystal clear pool. 
Once you’ re at the Yongchu W aterfall— 4 km 

from  the start o f the park— you can return 

from whence you came.
T h e re ’s a p a th  up M t .  D u ta sa n , to o , 

a lon g  w ith  a longer t ra i l  th a t lin k s  M t.  
D u t a s a n  w i t h  n e ig h b o r i n g  M t .  

Cheongoksan (1 ,403 m ). The views 
can by beautifu l, even in wet weather when 

the m is t heightens the area’s m ysterious, 
o th e rw orld ly  vibe. I t ’s a long slog, though 
(a b o u t 30  km  i f  you do b o th  peaks, o r 

roughly 13 -14 hours), so plan on a fu ll day 

excursion i f  you decide to  go up.
©  2,000 won @  033-534-7306-7 
В  Take a bus to Mureung Valley from Donghae 
Bus Terminal (1 hr).
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While Donghae, like every other Korean city, has tons of places to dine, the best place is in 
V 7  front of Mureung Valley. One good place to try is Boribat (033-534-7051), where you can 

get bibimbap tilо'У made from mountain vegetables and deodeok gui Ч ^ 0!, grilled marinated 
bellflower root.

Г Х  Donghae Grand Hotel SSHaeiabi (033-534-6682), on Mangsang Beach north of
ID-L town, is a three-star place with great views, especially at sunrise. Its indoor and outdoor pools 

WIstayT° are worth checking out' t0°- Rooms with an ocean view start at 130,000 won a night in July- 
August, although this comes down to 80,000 won/96,000 won on weeknights/weekends 
during off-peak months. Located downtown near Naengcheon Park 'eSyS S , Meridian MoteH® 
УУ21 (033-533-7800) is clean and pleasant, with rooms going for 50,000-60,000 won a 
night. Nearby, the flashy-looking Motel Picasso (033-533-2500) has a variety of rooms
between 80,000 and 150,000 won a night; rates come down considerably during off-peak 
months. You’ll find several other good motels in this neighborhood, too.

■ B  Trains are available to Donghae from Seoul but it ’s a long hau l-there  are six daily trains that 
depart from Cheongnyangni Station for Donghae, and the trip takes six hours. Much easier on 

"  Уоиг derriere are buses. There are frequent buses to Donghae from Seoul’s Dong Seoul
Terminal, and the trip takes just three hours. Donghae is also well connected via bus to other 
cities in Gangwon-do, including Gangneung, Sokcho and Samcheok. Regarding the ferry, DBS 
Cruise Ferry (033-531-5611-2, www.dbsferry.com) carries passengers to Vladivostok and 
Sakaiminato on the triple-deck Eastern Dream. The schedule as follows:

To Vladivostok Depart 3 pm Sunday, arrive 3 pm, Monday. Economy class tickets cost 220,000 
won. Private room with beds, though, go with the Junior Suite: 462,000 won.

To Sakaiminato Depart 6 pm Thursday, arrive 9 am Friday. Economy class tickets: 141,000 won. 
Private room with beds in the Junior Suite: 330,000 won.

Squid dries at Chuam Beach.

http://www.dbsferry.com
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S a m c h e o k

Just south o f Donghae, Samcheok is a small coastal city that, to  its credit, is home 
to  a branch o f Kangwon National University W hat is w orth  seeing here
is Hwanseongul Cave, one o f A sia ’s largest lim estone caves, situated in  the 
m ountains west o f tow n . Samcheok is also home to  one o f Korea’s q u irk ie r 
tourist sites, Haesindang Park, a coastal park dedicated to , well, the penis.

H w a n s e o n g u l  C a v e  S t d s s
The karst hills west o f Samcheok are home 

to  many limestone caves, bu t Hwanseongul 
Cave is by fa r the greatest. A t  6.5 km  long, 

i t  is one o f Asia ’s largest limestone caves. 
O n ly  1.6 km  o f  i t  is open to  v is ito rs , but 

this w ill s till take about an hour to  explore. 
Inside the m ammoth cave where the ceiling 

reaches heights o f  2 0 -3 0  m, y o u 'l l f in d  a 
v a r ie ty  o f  fa n ta s t ic  ro c k  fo rm a t io n s ,

stalagm ites and stalactites; there are also 

num erous poo ls , w a te rfa lls  and streams. 
The com p lex is lin ke d  togethe r by stairs 

and bridges, and is w e ll l i t ,  a lth ough  the 
red, green and purple neon m ight tu rn  some 

visitors off. A t one po in t, you pass under a 
heart-shaped hole in the ceiling— if  you ’ re 
w ith  your significant other and pledge your 

love to  him /her underneath it, the love w ill 
last forever, i t  is said. A t another po in t, you

At 6.5 km, Hwanseongul Cave is one of Asia’s largest limestone caves.
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cross the J iokgyo х1-д  ( “ Bridge o f  H e ll” ) 
in to  th e  J io k g y e g o k  * 1 ^ 1 -  (“ V a lle y  o f 
H e l l” )— abandon hope a ll ye w h o  enter 

here. Cross the “ Bridge o f  Confession," 
ЭД2! though, and a ll you r sins disappear— a 

blessing celebrated w ith  a neon ra inbow  on 

the cave wall. The temperature inside stays 
a t 1 0 -1 4 ° C , m a k in g  i t  a n ice sum m er 

reprieve.
The cave is located at an elevation o f 500 

m . The w a lk  fro m  the p a rk in g  lo t  to  the 

cave en trance  is lo n g  and steep, ta k in g  
a b o u t  3 0  m in u te s  to  c l im b  b y  fo o t .  
Fortunately, there’s also a m onora il th a t’ ll 
do m ost o f the w o rk  fo r  you , tak in g  you 

d ire c tly  to  the m ou th  o f the cave fo r  the 
cos t o f  a 3 ,0 0 0  w o n  t ic k e t (5 ,0 0 0  w on 

round-trip).
N ear the p a rk ing  lo t  along the path to 

the m onora il term inal, you can also check 

ou t a couple o f trad itiona l homes unique to 
this region o f Korea. Roofed w ith  wooden

Da e g e u m g u l Ca v e

While you're in the neighborhood, it’s 
also worth checking out Daegeumgul 
Cave discovered in 2003 and 
opened up to the public in 2007. The 
cave is 1,610 m long, of which you can 
explore 793 m. Unfortunately, you need 
to a) join a guided tour (groups of 40), 
and b) pre-order a ticket (12,000 won) 
online at http://samcheok.mainticket. 
co.kr (Korean only). The ticket price also 
includes fare for the cable car to the 
cave, and also allows you to see 
Hwanseongul Cave at no added charge. 
The entry gate for Daegeumgul Cave is 
just past the ticket booth for 
Hwanseongul Cave.

shingles o f pine o r oak ra ther than tile  or 
rice straw, these homes were once common 
th r o u g h o u t  th e  m o u n ta in  in t e r io r  o f  

Gangwon-do where slash-and-burn farmers 
eked out the ir liv ings fo r centuries.

http://samcheok.mainticket
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©  8 am to 7 pm (M ar-Oct), 8:30 to 5 pm (N ov- 
Feb) (S  4,000 won ©033-541-9266 
@ Take a bus from Samcheok Bus Terminal to 
Hwanseongul Cave (40 min).

H a e s in d a n g  P a r k  Н -У 8 5 9
You w on ’t  fin d  many places in  Korea like 

H a e s in d a n g  P a rk , lo ca ted  in  the  sm a ll 
fish ing  v illage  o f  Sinnam Im agine

seaside w a lk in g  p a th s , a p lea san t p ine 
forest...and hundreds o f penises. Dedicated 

to  Korea’s fo lk  tra d itio n  o f phallicism , the 
park is home to  countless sculptures o f the 
p e n is ,  so m e  f a n c i f u l ,  o th e r s  m o re  

a n a to m ic a lly  co rre c t. Between the penis 
c a n n o n , the  p e n is  z o d ia c  c a rv in g s , an 

e xh ib it w ith  life -like  sculptures reenacting 
scenes from  Joseon Dynasty pornography, 
and groups o f middle-aged women having 
the ir photos taken straddling a huge stone 

phallus, it  can be quite surreal.

Once y o u ’ ve had y o u r  f i l l  o f  penises, 
there’s also a museum w ith  displays on the 

lifestyles o f  local fishermen.
N o w , th e re ’s a re ason  fo r  a l l  th is :  

accord ing to  legend, five centuries ago, a 
young v irg in  fro m  the village perished in 

th e  s to rm y  seas as she w as c o lle c t in g  
seaweed. B itter and lonely, her sp irit drove 

aw ay the  fis h  and  the v illa g e  su ffe red . 
Then, one day, one o f the local fishermen 

dropped his drawers to  urinate in  the sea 
and the fish returned. Putting tw o  and tw o 

together, v illage rs began ca rv ing  w ooden 
pha lli, which they tied together w ith  rope 

a n d  h u n g  as o f fe r in g s  fro m  a s h r in e  
ove rlo o k in g  the sea in  hopes o f  soo th ing  

the sp irit’s loneliness.
In fact, many o f the fishing villages along 

the East Sea coast have s im ilar legends, and 
fo r  cen tu ries  p e rfo rm e d  a n nua l rite s  in  
which they hung wooden phalli as offerings 

in  hopes th a t the Sea S p ir it w o u ld  g ran t 
safety and abundance. Over tim e, however, 

most o f these villages ceased to  perform  the 
rite , o r replaced i t  w ith  m odified rites sans 

phallus. Sinnam Village is v irtu a lly  the only 
village that s till performs the rite , which it 
does every Daeboreum holiday (15th day o f 

the firs t lunar month) and on the first five 
days o f the 10th lunar month.
©  9 am to 6 pm ф  3,000 won Й  Take Bus No. 
20, 90 or 90-1 from Samcheok Bus Terminal to 
Haesindang Park (50 min)

The many phalli of Haesindang Park
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Downtown Samcheok has plenty o f eateries. The best known place in town is Buil Makguksu 
VSWM* (033-572-1277), which does makguksu (buckwheat noodles) and suyuk 4 ^  
(boiled meat). Samcheok’s signature dish, however, is gomchiguk a spicy soup made 
from moray eel. Until very recently, Korean fishermen considered the aesthetically challenged 
mo ray inedible. Then somebody discovered that boiling it up in a spicy broth did wonders for a 
hangover. The place to go for this is Donga Sikdang (033-547-5870) near 
Samcheokhang Harbor =!'' . A bowl of gomchiguk will set you back 12,000 won. Their other 
specialty is seonggye baekban s-v'- (10,000 won)—soup, side dishes and rice, mixed 
bibimbap-sty\e with cooked sea urchin.

You’ll find some moderately priced inns and hotels near Samcheok Bus Terminal 
including the clean Moon Motel -'2 ‘ (033-572-4436), where rooms begin at 60,000 won a 
night (40,000 won off-peak). Off the beaten track, but a really picturesque trip back into a more 
rustic Korea, are the minbak (homestay) opportunities (033-552-1659) at the old neowajip 
village натай!* at Sin-ri (see below). Rooms that sleep up to eight begin at 80,000 won.

From Seoul, buses to Samcheok depart from Seoul Express Bus Terminal (3 hrs 30 min). There 
are frequent buses to and from Donghae (30 min), Gangneung (50 min) and other cities in 
Gangwon-do.

Shingle-roofed Homes of Sin-ri
O n the road to  Taebaek, deep in  the Taebaek 

M o u n ta in  Range, is the v illa g e  o f  S in -ri 
F o rm e r ly  a c o m m u n ity  o f  s la s h -a n d -b u rn  
farm ers, th is  rus tic  v illage  is hom e to  several 

w e ll-p rese rved  exam ples o f  the  s h in g le -ro o f 
h o m e s  th a t  u se d  to  be c o m m o n  in  th e  
h a rd s c ra b b le  c o m m u n it ie s  o f  the  Taebaek 

R ange . T h ro u g h o u t  m o s t o f  th e  c o u n try ,

Koreans trad itiona lly  used tile (aristocrats) o r straw thatch (commoners) to  ro o f their 
homes. In the rough Taebaeksan Range, however, where the w inters are cold and there’s 
little  land to  grow  rice (and produce straw), locals turned to  the most p len tifu l material 
they could find— wood.

In  Sin-ri, most o f the homes are neowajip 1 |г‘?— houses roofed w ith  shingles cut from  
red pine. In  other villages, locals roofed the ir homes w ith  tree bark. The homes are an 

exercise in harm onizing man and nature. In d ry  weather, the shingles contract, letting 
ligh t in to  the homes. In wet weather, they expand, preventing rain from  leaking in to  the 
home. In  w inter, snow com pletely covers the roo f, provid ing much-needed insulation. 

Sadly, however, these homes began d isappearing  fro m  the 1970s; today, very few 
remain. The most impressive o f the homes is K im  Jin-ho House a larger home

surrounded by a stone w a ll. In add ition  to  the homes, you can also find an old m ill and 
a ra re  su rv iv in g  exam ple  o f  a Korean w ate rw hee l. There are minbak (hom estay) 
facilities, too. ®  033-552-1659 6  http://neowa.invil.org (KR) Д  The best way to get there is to 
take a bus from Samcheok Bus Terminal to Dogye s \  then take a taxi from there. It's actually 
easier to get here from Taebaek—buses from Taebaek headed for Hosan pass by the village 
and take about 30-40 minutes.

http://neowa.invil.org
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Т а е в а е к  е й

This small mountain town high in the Taebaek M ountain Range еН ^ Ч  used to  be 
a m ajor center o f the Korean coal mining industry. In the 1980s, however, Korea’s 
coal industry went in to term inal decline as the country turned to  more refined, 
cleaner fuel sources. A ll that remains o f Taebaek’s m ining days is a museum and 
an old mine that is now a historical site. The death o f the m ining industry hit 
Taebaek hard and, tru th  be to ld , it has yet to  fu lly  recover. In an e ffo rt to aid and 
ameliorate, the government did a llow  the town to  open Kangwon Land Casino 9  

5'Ix|!c, which is not only the nation ’s largest casino but also the on ly one 

allowed to  adm it Koreans (the rest are foreigner-only).
In addition to  the Korean punters and those w ith  a keen interest in the history 

o f coal m ining, the tow n draws its fa ir share o f visitors who come fo r its splendid 
m ounta in  scenery. P a rticu la rly  v is it-w o rth y  is the m agn ificen t peak o f M t. 
Taebaeksan, one o f Korea’s most sacred mountains due to  its connection w ith  the 
national foundation myth.

T a e b a e k s a n  P r o v in c ia l  P a rk

The best reason to come to the tow n is to 
h ik e  up M t .  Taebaeksan  ЕН™У ( “ G re a t 

W h ite  M o u n ta in ” ), one o f Korea ’s ta llest 
peaks at 1,567 m. I t ’s a big m ounta in but 

no t a pa rticu la rly  d if f ic u lt  one to c lim b—  
there are no c liffs  to  negotiate and the path 
is  b l is s fu l ly  s m o o th . F ro m  the  u p p e r

reaches, th e  v ie w s  o f  the  s u r ro u n d in g  
Taebaeksan Range are breathtaking. I f  you 
bring a flashlight and get to  the peak early 

(a 2 hour c lim b, i f  you go up the shortest 
route), the sunrises are spectacular.

In  w in te r, the m oun ta in  receives heavy 
snow, w h ich  makes the c lim b  even more 

beautifu l. The snow encrusts the windswept 
trees and bushes: these “ snow  f lo w e rs ”

Sacred yew trees, Mt. Taebaeksan
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produce a fan tas tic , a lm ost o th e rw o rld ly  

landscape. Spring is another good tim e to  
v is it when the peak’s m any roya l azaleas 

bloom.
In a d d itio n  to  the scenic splendor, M t. 

T a ebaeksan  is w o r th  c l im b in g  fo r  its  

sp iritua l and cu ltu ra l im portance. Thanks 
to  its  sha m an is t and B u d d h is t he ritage , 
K o re a  has m a ny  s p ir i tu a l ly  im p o r ta n t 

mountains and peaks, but M t. Taebaeksan 
is one o f  the m ost sacred. A cco rd in g  to  
legend, it  was here tha t H w anung, the son 

o f the K ing  o f  Heaven, came dow n from

Heaven to  found his ow n  sacred c ity  and 

teach men h o w  to  live . A cco rd in g ly , the 
e n tire  m o u n ta in  is d o tte d  w ith  shrines, 
a lta rs  and  B u d d h is t te m p le s , the  m ost 
im pressive o f  these being the stone a lta r 

c o m p le x  o f  C h e o n je d a n  9*11У, a to p  the 
highest peak itse lf. Every day, the shrines 

a n d  a lta rs  b u s tle  w i th  a c t iv i t y ,  w i th  
sham ans fro m  th ro u g h o u t the  c o u n try  
m a k in g  re g u la r  p ilg r im a g e s  he re . The 

biggest rites are held at Cheonjedan every 
O c t 3, K orea ’s N a tio n a l Foundation  Day 

holiday.

C l im b in g  M t .  T a e b a e k s a n
The m ost po pu la r course takes you from  
D anggo l T ic k e t B oo th  ЙЗоннд (near the 

C o a l M u s e u m , see p 2 7 8 ) th ro u g h  the 
Danggol Valley •: to the Banjae Ridge 

У*И, and fro m  the re  to  the  C heo n jed an  

A l t a r  C o m p le x  ( 1 , 5 6 0 . 6  m ) a n d  
Janggunbong Peak (1,566.7 m). A long 

the way, you ’ ll pass Manggyeongsa Temple 
SSM, w hich at 1,470 m is one o f  Korea ’s 

highest Buddhist temples. Be sure to  taste 
the w e ll w a te r— they say i t  is the best in 
K ore a . Y o u ’ l l  a lso pass a m o n u m e n t to

National Foundation Day rites at Cheonjedan Altar



Manggyeongsa Temple (left). Cheonjedan Altar

K ing  D a n jo n g , a 15 th  ce n tu ry  m onarch  

w ho died at age 16 a fte r he was deposed 
and e x ile d  by h is  o w n  uncle . The pa th , 

which is pretty gentle, is 4.4 km  long, and 
should take abou t tw o  and h a lf hours to  

clim b. Another op tion  is a more direct hike 
from Yuilsa Temple to Cheonjedan, a 
4 km hike that takes tw o  hours.

The Cheonjedan com plex is composed o f 
three altars aligned in  a no rth -sou th  line. 

T h e  la rg e s t  o f  th e se  is  th e  c i r c u la r  
Cheonwangdan У8 Е1, o r “ A lta r to  the King 

o f Heaven," where on O ct 3 offerings are 
made to  Heaven to  pray fo r nationa l peace

and prosperity. When many people refer to  
Cheonjedan, they are referring to  this altar. 

To the n o rth  is a sm aller, square-shaped 
a lta r  ca lled the Janggundan , and to  the 

south is an even smaller, practically disused 
a lta r  ca lled  the H adan 81У. W hen these 

altars were firs t bu ilt is unknow n, but i t ’s 
believed ceremonies have been held a top 

the  m o u n ta in  s ince a t least the  T h re e  
Kingdoms period (57-668).

F ro m  C heo n jed an  A lta r ,  yo u  can go 

down the way you came up, o r hike the 3 
km ridge to  Munsubong Peak (1,517 

m), a peak ho ly  to  Buddhists (you’ ll find  a

Taebaek C l  
City Hall ^

Taebaeksan 
Hanok Pension

Sky Hotel

Doljip Minbak

Yuilsa Temple 
1  Ticket Office

Office

Danggol
Valley

Top of
Mt.Ta

Alter
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number o f stone towers up here), and from  
the re  fo l lo w  the  p a th  d o w n  to  D anggol 

T icke t Booth.
T h e  p e a ks  a n d  m a in  r id g e  a f f o r d

d r a m a t ic  v ie w s  o f  th e  s u r r o u n d in g
m o un ta in s . The vegetation a t the h igher

a ltitudes is a lp ine; pa rticu la rly  impressive

are the ancient, weatherbeaten yew trees,
regarded as sacred by Korean shamanists.
&  2,000 won ®  033-550-2741 (Danggol Ticket 
Booth), 033-550-2746 (Yuilsa Temple Ticket 
Booth) ffl Danggol Course: Take a bus from 
Taebaek Bus Terminal for Danggol and get off at 
the park’s parking lot (25 min). Yuilsa Temple: 
Take a bus from Taebaek Bus Terminal for 
Yeopyeong/Sangdong and get off at Yuilsa 
Temple (35 min).

T a e b a e k  C o a l M u s e u m
Taekbaek was the  he art o f  K o re a ’s coa l 

industry, the dom inant industry in  southern 
G a n g w o n -d o  fro m  the 1930s, w hen the 

Japanese colon ia lists firs t began exp lo iting 
the region’s rich coal deposits, to the 1980s, 

w hen Korea ’s s h ift to  nuclear power and 
other fossil fuels a ll bu t k illed  domestic coal 

m in in g . Taebaek C o a l M u seum , w h ich  
opened in  1997, educates visitors about the 

High 1 Resort

im p o r ta n t ro le  co a l m in in g  in  Taebaek 

played in  Korea’s na tional development and 
the sacrifices made by the legions o f miners 

w h o  b ra v e d  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  d a n g e ro u s  
conditions in  the m ine shafts below. You’ll 

f in d  a l l  so rts  o f  m in in g  e q u ip m e n t on 

display here, as well as mock-ups o f m ining 
life  above and below ground.
©  9 am to 6 pm ^  2.000 won ®  033-552- 
7730 Э  The museum is near the head o f the 
Danggol trail of Mt. Taebaeksan.

K a n g w o n  L a n d  C a s in o  
&  H ig h  i  R e s o r t  m m zs .
Actua lly in  the nearby tow n  Jeongseon ЗУ, 

K angwon Land Casino— now  pa rt o f the 

H igh 1 Resort— has the d istinction o f being 
the on ly  casino in Korea where the locals 

can g a m b le . T h e re  a re  o th e r  cas ino s  
th roughou t Korea, especially in  Seoul, but 
a ll cater exclusively to  foreign tourists and 

residents. In 1995, the Korean government 
perm itted Jeongseon to  open up a casino as 

a w a y  to  h e lp  the  re g io n  recover fro m  

closure o f  the coal mines.
Las Vegas i t ’s not, but i f  you’ re itch ing to
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drop  some money on blackjack, roulette or 
craps, you ’ re in  the r igh t place. Kangwon 

Land is the largest casino in  Korea, w ith  

132 tables and 960 slot machines and video 
games. Table games include b lackjack (45 
tables fo r non-members), Baccarat, roulette, 

the  B ig W hee l, ta i sa i, C a rib b e a n  s tud  
poker and casino war.

H ig h  1 R eso rt, m e a n w h ile , is one o f 

K orea ’s newer sk i resorts, com plete  w ith  
luxury hotels and condos, a g o lf course, and 

even a revolving restaurant on the peak o f a

1,340 m mountain. The resort has 18 slopes, 
the longest o f which is 4.2 km. The basic lif t  

and gondola  ra te (m orn ing , a fte rnoon  or 
n ig h t)  is 4 6 ,0 0 0  w o n ; a ll-d a y  access is

72 ,000 w on . I f  you jus t w an t to  ride  the 
gondola sans sk iing, i t ’ ll cost you 12,000 

won. Rental skis/snowboards available.
© Casino: 10 am to 6 am the next morning 
(Weekdays, Saturday), all day Sunday 
ф  Casino: 5.000 won. Chips begin at 1,000 
won. ®  Take a bus (or train) from Taebaek to the 
small town of Gohan-ri and from there take 
a shuttle bus from Gohan Train Station or take a 
taxi (10 m in ).®  033-590-7700 6 www.high1.com

-  You’ll find plenty of restaurants at the Danggol entrance of 
T 3 7  Taebaeksan Provincial Park. In downtown Taebaek, a good restaurant
w h a t  to to try is Neowajip (033-553-4669) near Taebaek Fire Station ^ “-S 

АВ-ч, which serves fantastic sanchae bibimbap tw i“ ia a  (rice mixed 
with mountain vegetables, 7,000 won) and jeongsik (Korean 
banquet cuisine—rice, soup and a table full of side dishes, starting at 
20,000 won). Also try the mem/7 jeonbyeong (buckwheat crepes 
wrapped around a filling of seasoned vegetables and tofu. Not only is the food spectacular, but 
the restaurant itself is in a 120-year-old wooden shingle home, the likes of which were once 
common in these parts of Korea.

r b .  Downtown Taebaek has some moderately priced lodging, although some of it is a bit run- 
I n i  down. The biggest, and one of the nicest, hotels is Sky Hotel (033-552-9912-3), on

Wh$ta'to l ^e гоа^ from Taebaek to Taekbaeksan Provincial Park. Rooms begin at 80,000 won on 
weekends during the peak season ( J u n  i-Aug 31, Dec i-Feb 28). If you’re looking for 
something more remote, there’s Taebaeksan Hanok Pension (033-554-4732, on-
820-4732), a hanok bed-and-breakfast in a valley off the road to Taebaeksan Provincial Park. 
During the peak season Quly 19-Aug 16), rooms for two begin at 90,000 won.

The Danggol entrance of Taebaeksan Provincial Park has a minbak village (033-553-7440), 
so if  you’ve come to hike Mt. Taebaeksan, this is probably a more convenient, and more 
pleasant, option. Rooms for two go for 45,000 won. Take a look at Aneukhan Doljip Minbak °f 

s-yyej (033-553-3432), too, where rooms for two (with walls made from Korean red clay) 
run 40,000 won during the peak season Qul-Aug, mid-Dec-mid-Feb, and regional festivals).
If you’ve come for Kangwon Land Casino and you still have money left when they’re through 
with you, High 1 Resort has a number of lodging options for the better-heeled, including High 1 
Hotel (033-590-7700), where rooms begin at 157,300 won.

Thanks to Taebaek’s history as Coal Town Korea, it’s linked by rail and road to the rest o f the 
country, but its mountain location means it takes a bit of time to get there. There are regular 

“  buses t0 Taebaek from Seoul’s Dongseoul Bus Terminal (3 hrs 30 min). There are also regular 
buses to other cities throughout Gangwon-do.

There are six trains a day to Taebaek from Seoul’s Cheongnyangni Station. It’s a long trip (4 
hours, 30 minutes), but as the train cuts through some spectacular mountain scenery, it can 
be quite picturesque.

http://www.high1.com
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Jeongseon Rail Bike У11Мо|н
L ik e  Taebaek, the to w n  o f  Jeongseon S ''1 is a fo rm e r m in in g  to w n  h idden  in  the 

mountainous highlands o f southern Gangwon-do. W hile the mines have long since closed, 
the to w n ’s beautifu l m ounta in scenery s till remains.

A  fun way to  take in the rura l charm is by ra il bike. M aking  use o f a disused, 7.2 km 
track o f the o ld  coal ra ilroad running from  G ujeo l-ri Station 1 to  A ura ji 0|'' the rail 

b ike passes th ro u g h  some beau tifu l m oun ta in  scenery, especially in  au tum n when the 
hillsides turn a brigh t crimson. The path runs mostly dow nh ill, past mountains, rivers and 

farms; bikes run sm oothly enough that even solo travelers can easily peddle their way along. 
Combined w ith  stops at other destinations in the area, i t ’s a very pleasant way to  spend an 

autum n afternoon. Once you ’ve reached A ura ji, there’s a free tra in service that w ill bring 

you back to G u jeo l-ri Station.
A t o ld  G u jeo l-ri Station, you ’ ll also find “ The K a tyd id ’s D ream ," ^  a landm ark 

spaghetti house/cafe made o f tw o  ra ilw ay cars stacked together, painted green and, w ith  

some creative steelwork, made to  look like a katyd id. There’s also a small accommodation 
fa c ility  w ith  cute, c o lo r fu lly  pa in ted tw o-person “ houses”  made fro m  steel cy lin d rica l 

capsules (70,000 w on a night).
O n  a cu ltu ra l note, the fina l destination o f A ura ji sits aside a pool in  the Namhangang 

R iver, and is the b irthp lace  o f  the Jeongseon version o f  the fam ous Korean fo lk  song 

“ A rira n g ." The confluence o f  tw o  rivers, A u ra ji was, du ring  the Joseon Dynasty, where 
boatmen carrying tim ber used to  begin the ir riverine tr ip  to  the royal capital o f Seoul. Like 

boatmen everywhere, they were fond o f singing and the ir voices used to  f i l l  the air. The



slow, sad “ Jeongseon A rira n g ," one o f the best-loved versions o f the song, tells o f a woman 

w a iting  fo r the re turn o f her husband, a boatman who le ft fo r some fa r-o ff destination.
©  8:40 am, 10:30 am, 1 pm, 2:50 pm, 4:40 pm 22,000 won (two-person bike), 32,000 won 
(4-person bike) ®  First, from Taebaek, take a bus (or train) to Jeongseon. From Jeongseon Bus 
Terminal, take a local bus to the village of Yeoryang. From Yeoryang, there are mini-buses to Gujeol-ri 
Station. ®  033-563-8787 6 www.railbike.co.kr (KR)

Gwinemi Village А м м т#
I f  you ’ re in Taebaek in summer, do try  to  v is it G w inem i Village, a small com m unity high in 

the  m o u n ta in s  n o r th  o f  Taebaek o f f  the ro ad  to  S am cheok. A n d  by “ h ig h  in  the 
mountains,”  we mean “ high in the m ounta ins"— the village is at an elevation o f over 1,000 

m, positively H im alayan by Korean standards. W hat makes this place so unique, though, is 

its spectacular scenery. Taking advantage o f the clean m ounta in a ir and cool temperatures, 

the locals have taken to  vegetable farm ing, pa rticu la rly  Korean cabbage, so vis itors are 
treated to a beautifu lly  exotic tapestry o f ro llin g  h ills covered in  green farms, not un like the 

tea plantations o f Boseong. A lso thanks to  the a ltitude, the village gets some spectacular 

sunrises.
W hile the village is quite beautifu l, its inhabitants, ruefully, are no t there entirely by their 

ow n vo lition— the village was formed in the 1980s by residents o f  another small village in 

Samcheok tha t was flooded due to  dam construction.
Я  Take a bus from Taebaek Bus Terminal in the direction of Hajang and tell the driver you're getting off 
at Gwinemi Village (40 min).

http://www.railbike.co.kr
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D o n g g a n g  R iv e r

A tribu ta ry  o f the Hangang River, the Donggang River cuts a rugged, w inding 60 
km path through the mountains o f Jeongseon S-У and Yeongwol 3 8  counties. 
This is beautiful, w ild  country w ith  whitewater rapids, weather-beaten limestone 
cliffs, fields o f w ild  flowers, rare animals such as otters and M andarin ducks, and 
rustic  villages hidden on sharp bends o f  the river. So beau tifu l is it  tha t i t ’s 
sometimes likened to China’s famously scenic Li River. In the late 90s, plans by 
the government to  erect a dam on the river— in part sparked by a disastrous 1993 
flo o d  th a t submerged m uch o f Y eo ng w o l— nearly  spelled the end fo r  th is  
environment, bu t the pub lic  ou tcry was so great tha t in 2000, the authorities 
announced that they had abandoned the plan.

The Donggang offers a variety o f opportunities for outdoor sports, including 
rafting, trekking and biking. A particularly strik ing route takes hikers from  the 
village o f Jeomjae to  the peak o f M t. Baegunsan (882.5 m) and down 
again to  the villages o f Jejang and M unhu i The river here snakes
through the mountains in a convoluted series o f oxbows, the banks dotted w ith  
small villages bathed in the shade o f limestone cliffs. As a hiker, you have many 
different options here— you could go along the ridge lines or stay low  and fo llow



1. Rafting on the Donggang River 2. Donggang's beautiful natural scenery 3. Baengnyong Cave.

the river. Atop the h ill across the river from  Jejang, there are the remains o f an old 
m ou n ta in  fortress, and jus t dow n the  rive r fro m  Jejang in the d irec tio n  o f 
M unhu i, you’ll find Baengnyong Cave a 12 km  long limestone cave first
opened to  the pub lic  on ly  in 2010. Aside from  the views o f the dram atica lly 
meandering river from  the top o f M t. Baegunsan, the villages along the river each 
have their own special charm, and it ’s w orth  spending a day leisurely exploring.

For rafting, the best section o f the river is the Eorayeon Valley where
you’ ll find stretches o f whitewater (especially around the Doen K kokkari Rapids 
S3H7H о\Щ^ as well as dramatic mountain scenery. I t ’s a good place to  hike, too—  

i t ’ ll take you about three hours to  hike from  the Geoungyo Bridge to  the 
peak o f Jatbong 5®  (537 m), down to  the Eorayeon and back along the river to 
Geoungyo Bridge. Eorayeon is a w ell-know n scenic spot, a sharp bend in the river 
that, when seen from above, looks like the Korean Peninsula in miniature.

In the village o f Geoun-ri 71§У, you’ ll find plenty o f tou r companies offering 
ra fting  trips along the Donggang River. Those inexperienced in  ra fting  needn’t 
w o rry— experienced guides w ill accompany you. M ost companies offer 10 km (3 
hours), 13 km (4 hours) and 30 km  (8 hours) courses (or distances sim ilar), w ith 
most ending at Geoungyo Bridge. Look to spend about 30,000-90,000 won per 
pe rson , depending on the  dis tance . T he  tw o -h o u r  M un san na ru  —>
Geoungyo Bridge (Seopsae) course is the most popular at 30,000 won.

If you're staying overnight, one recommended place is Hanbando River Pension 
( 0 3 3 - 3 7 5 - 0 0 9 9 ) ,  a bed and breakfast across the river from Eorayeon (a.k.a. the bend in the 
Donggang River that resembles the Korean Peninsula). Rooms for two begin at 8 0 , 0 0 0  won on 
peak weekends Quly 15-Aug 2 5 ) .  The pension also has a small museum with local artifacts 
and old log rafts of the type that used to ply these waters—the pension owner can take you 
out on one of these and show you the sights while belting out old boatmen songs, including 
the “ Jeongseon Arirang” (see P 2 8 2 ) .

First, you need to get to the small town of Yeongwol SSI. From Seoul, buses to Yeongwol 
depart from Dong Seoul Terminal (2 hrs). You could also take a train from Seoul’s 
Cheongnyangni Station (2 hrs 30 min). From Taebaek, take a bus to Yeongwol (1 hr 30 min), 
and from Yeongwol Bus Terminal, take a bus to Geoungyo (6:20 am, 8:40 am, 12:30 pm, 3:20 
pm, 6 pm).



Peak of.Mt. Balwangsan, Yongpyorig Ski Resort
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Py e o n g c h a n g

The m ounta in  tow n o f Pyeongchang is smack in the m iddle o f Korea’s snow 
country. In winter, the surrounding mountains, passes and highland plateaus are 
inundated by Korea’s heaviest snowfalls, m aking it  perfect fo r w inter sports. N o t 
surprisingly, the tow n is home to  some o f Korea’s top  ski resorts, including the 
very popular Yongpyong Ski Resort.

Pyeongchang was little  known outside o f Korea un til 2011, when it  was named 
the host city o f the 2018 W inter O lym pic Games. For now, the tow n is, as ski 
resorts go, a small, sleepy place— visitors are unlikely to  confuse it  fo r Innsbruck 
or Vail. In  preparation fo r the games, however, it w ill undergo a m ajor facelift in 
the coming months, so w hat you read here w on’t be the case fo r much longer. 
W h ile  Pyeongchang is k n o w n  m o s tly  as a w in te r  d e s tin a tio n , i t ’s lo ve ly  
th ro u g h o u t the year. In  p a rtic u la r, it  is hom e to  K orea ’s largest h igh land 
meadows, where you can hike around picturesque sheep ranches and w ind farms, 
breathing in the clean mountain a ir as you take in the beautiful landscape.

Pyeongchang and the southwestern tow n o f M u ju  ^  (host o f the 1997 W inter 
Universiade) form  the tw o  poles o f Korean w inter sports. The nation’s growing 
horde o f skiers and snowboarders descends upon the tow n each w inter to  take 
advantage o f the deep snow. Yongpyeong is also becom ing an increasing ly 
popu lar destination fo r in te rna tiona l travelers, especially those from  warm er 
climes like Southeast Asia.

Y o n g p y o n g  S k i  R e s o r t
I t  m ay n o t be W h is t le r  b u t Y on g p yo n g  2 0 1 8  WINTER OLYMPICS

(“ D ragon V a lley” ) is s t i l l  Korea’s top  ski On July 6. 20U, Pyeongchang was
resort and, indeed, one o f the best in East named the host city of the 2018 Winter
A s ia . I t  has an a s to u n d in g  31 s lo p e s  Olympic games. For the visitor, what
(covering the whole range, from beginner to this means is that Pyeongchang is likely
expert), 15 ski lifts  and Dragon Plaza, the to be in a state of flux between now and
largest ski house in Asia. The longest run is the Olympics. The massive Alpensia
the  in te rm e d ia te - le ve l 5 .6  km  R a in b o w  Resort (partially open: www.
Paradise, approached via cable car fro m  alpensiaresort.co.kr) is being
Dragon Plaza— the views o f the surrounding developed as the primary venue of the
_  . . . n ..., games. New hotels, including the
Taebaek M ounta in  Range are incredible. „ ■ , , .  v z 1 j h  i- jApensia s Intercontinental and Holiday

The m o st scen ic  p a r t  o f  the  p a rk  ,s |nrli are bejng constructed> and the

D rag on  Peak (1 ,459  m ), the town’s food and nightlife scene is
sum m it o f  M t .  Balwangsan WST'. O n the expected to change dramatically. There
s u m m it— re a c h e d  b y  g o n d o la — is  a are even plans to link Pyeongchang by
picturesque Swiss-style chalet w ith  drop-dead KTX high-speed train with Seoul and
views o f the mountains and, on a clear day, Incheon International Airport,
even the East Sea. Located in the chalet are a



cafe and (Korean-style) Western restaurant 
known for its spaghetti. I f  you ’re a morning 

person, the sunrises here are gorgeous.
D a y tim e  l i f t  and  g o n d o la  passes are

71 ,000  w on . D aytim e+even ing passes go 

fo r 97,000 w on. Ski rentals are 26,000 w on 
(daytime), while snowboards can be rented 

fo r 34,000 w on. In add ition  to  the skiing, 
the resort also has pub lic and private g o lf 

courses. The green fee fo r non-members on 
th e  p u b lic  co u rse  is 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  w o n  on 

weekdays, and 190,000 w on on weekends.
Y on g p yo n g  R e so rt is a lso  p o p u la r—  

e sp ec ia lly  w ith  Japanese to u r is ts — as a 
film ing  locale o f the 2002 Korean T V  m in i- 

s e r ie s  Winter Sonata, w h ic h  w a s  
exceptionally popular in Japan.

L ike  any proper sk i resort, Yongpyong

Da e g w a l l y e o n g  S n o w  Fl o w e r  
Fe s t iv a l

In January, Hoenggye-ri ^  hosts the 
Daegwallyeong Snow Flower Festival, a 
celebration of Daegwallyeong’s best 
known meteorological phenomenon.
The festival features a good many fun 
events, including sledding, sleigh rides, 
skating, snowman making and 
mountain hiking. For more information, 
call 033-336-6112 or visit http://www. 
snowfestival.net.

has p len ty  o f  accom m oda tion , in c lu d in g

ho te ls , condos and a yo u th  hoste l. As a
welcome change from  elsewhere in  Korea,

som e o f  these  are  a c tu a l ly  ta s te fu l ly

d e s ig n e d , e s p e c ia l ly  th e  B ir c h  H i l l
C o n d o m in iu m  (m em bers  o n ly ,

sad ly ), w h ic h  is m odeled on the Beaver
C re e k  R e s o r t in  C o lo ra d o .  T h e  m o s t

p o p u la r  p lace to  stay is D ra g o n  V a lley
H o te l -^15^21591, w here  room s begin at

250,000 w on a night. I t  books ou t fast in
the w in te r, tho ugh , so be sure to  make a

reservation first. The youth hostel is a good
o p tio n , especia lly  i f  yo u ’ re in  a g ro u p —

rooms o f five go fo r 70,000 won a night.
® Free shuttle buses for Yongpyong Resort leave 
from Hoenggye Post Office. There are also direct 
buses to the resort from Seoul. Buses depart 
from near Exit 4, Jamsil Station, Line 2 and Exit 
2, Sports Complex Station, Line 2 (2 hrs 30 min. 
Fare: 15,000 won one way, 28,000 won round- 
trip). Visit www.yongpyong.co.kr or call 02-2201 - 
7710 for more details, including bus schedule.
®  033-335-5757 6  www.yongpyong.co.kr

D a e g w a l ly e o n g  S h e e p  R a n c h

G ranted , sheep are p robab ly  n o t the firs t 
th in g  to  pop in to  m ind when considering 

Korea’s top  tou ris t destinations. Perhaps this 
is what gives Daegwallyeong Sheep Ranch, 
deep in the highlands o f Taebaek M ounta in 

Range, its charm. I t ’s just so exotic— ro lling  
treeless hills o f grazing land, so very unlike 

anywhere else in  Korea. Some like n  i t  to  
Switzerland w ith  its peaks, grassy fields and, 
w e l l ,  sh e e p . I t ’ s b o th  r e la x in g  an d  
inspiring— unless you ’ve just gotten o f f  the 

plane from  Scotland o r New  Zealand.
The ranch is open a ll year ro u n d — in 

fact, yo u ’ re m ore like ly  to  spot the sheep 

grazing in the h ills  in summer than in chill 
w in te r m onths w hen they are kep t warm  
in s id e . Y e t th e  ra n c h  is an in c re d ib ly  
popular w in te r to u ris t destination, largely 

thanks to its beautifu l w in te r scenery. The

http://www
http://www.yongpyong.co.kr
http://www.yongpyong.co.kr


The distinctly non-Korean landscape of Daegwallyeong Sheep Ranch
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D a e g w a lly e o n g  a re a — a k e y  g a te w a y  

th roug h  the Taebaek M o u n ta in  Range—  
gets the heaviest sno w fa ll in  Korea. Even 

w ith o u t  the  snow, the area has a s ta rk  
h ig h la n d  beauty, o f  ba rren  ro ll in g  h ills  

beneath a cloudless cerulean sky.
Pyeongchang’s Daegwallyeong region is 

South Korea’s largest plateau area, w ith  the 

landscape dom inated by grassy meadows 
punctuated by craggy mountain peaks. Due 

to  its high altitude— the plateau is over 800 
m e te rs  h ig h  w i th  a n u m b e r o f  peaks 
surpassing 1,000 meters— Daegwallyeong is 

known as the “ first village under the sky.”  
The region has served as an im portant pass 
through Korea’s rough mountainous interior.

The sheep ranch is approached v ia  the 
small mountain tow n  o f Hoenggye У711, on 
the eastern edge o f  the plateau. The tow n  

its e lf doesn’t  have m uch beyond the a ll-  
im p o rta n t bus s ta t io n , a lth o u g h  i t  does

have some decent places to  stay and eat.
M o s t visitors come to the ranch fo r the 

scenery and a w a lk in g  pa th  o f  abou t 1.2 

km takes you around the grassland which 

reaches a peak a ltitu d e  o f  980 meters. I t  
gets cold and w indy up here, so be sure to 
dress warm ly.

The higher parts o f the ranch offer some 
beautiful views o f the surrounding highlands. 

After it snows— and when it  snows up here, 
i t  snows a lo t— i t ’s like  a g listen ing w hite  
tapestry thrown over the hills, meadows and 

peaks. I t  d o e sn ’ t q u ite  have the  same 
in t im id a t in g  vastness o f  th e  S c o ttis h  

Highlands, but i t ’s not dissimilar, either. And 
in the Korean context, it ’s quite unique.
©  9 am to 5 pm ®  033-335-1966 
6  www.yangtte.co.kr. Щ Buses to Hoenggye-ri 
run from Seoul's Dong Seoul Bus Terminal. The 
trip takes about two and a half hours. From 
Hoenggye-ri Bus Station, take a taxi to the 
ranch— the fare will be about 10,000 won.

As for food, the area is famous for its beef, dried pollack and osam bulgogi (spicy pan
fried squid and pork). You’ll find many such restaurants in Hoenggye—the Napjak Sikdang У5* 
-S  (033-335-5477) does a mean osam bulgogi.

Conceivably, this could be done as a day t r ip - th e  first bus leaves Seoul at 6:35 am, and the 
last bus back leaves at 8 pm. There are several small hotels and motels in Hoenggye, but 
another option is to make use of one of the several rental houses or "pensions" . a  two- 
person room could run you 100,000-140,000 won a day during ski season. Some ones to 
check out are Wildfloaroma (033-335-6873), Jajaknamu Pension (033-
335-3691) and Woorimaul Pension °г|пкй?1'У (033-336-4580).

http://www.yangtte.co.kr
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WONJU

W ith  a population o f just over 320,000 people, the c ity  o f Wonju is the largest 
city in the province o f Gangwon-do and a m ajor transportation hub, w ith  ra il and 
highway connections to  Seoul. I t ’s also an im portant educational center, home to 
several notable universities including a campus o f prestigious Yonsei University. 
The c ity ’s im portant transportation links have given i t  a strategic significance, 
too— no less than three major battles were fought fo r control o f the city in the 
Korean War. Accordingly, the city and its surroundings are home to a number of 
large Korean m ilita ry  bases, including the headquarters o f the Republic o f Korea 
1st Army, and, un til very recently, tw o  American bases.

W onju ’s convenient ra il and road access to  Seoul, and its location in the far 
southwestern corner o f the province, almost make it  seem like a satellite city o f 
the capital. Like most cities o f this size, there are a lo t o f shops, restaurants and 
motels but, tru th  be told, it ’s not an especially riveting place— the city was almost 
completely rebuilt after the Korean War. The downtown has little  o f historical 
interest, save perhaps the old water tower next to  W onju Station, which once 
serviced the steam locomotives o f the Japanese colonial era. M ost travelers who 
come to  Wonju do so to  visit nearby Chiaksan National Park, a scenic mountain 
park popular w ith  hikers from  Seoul.

Chiaksan National Park
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C h ia k s a n  N a t io n a l  P a rk
M t. Chiaksan ( “ Pheasant Crag M oun ta in ” ) 

is a steep, rugged m ounta in  w ith  several 
peaks o ve r 1 ,0 0 0  m h ig h , in c lu d in g  its 

highest peak, B irobong (1,288 m). Its 

slopes are covered in th ick , verdant forests 

th a t h id e  deep va lle ys  and p ic tu resqu e  
waterfalls. Thanks to  its relative p rox im ity  

to  Seoul, its  tra ils  can get q u ite  busy on 

weekends, especially in  au tum n when its 
maples tu rn  b rig h t crimson.

M o s t  h ik e rs  a p p ro a ch  the  m o u n ta in  

from  the no rth  via Guryongsa Temple 
the m ounta in ’s largest Buddhist monastery. 

The pa th  takes you  th ro u g h  th ick  forest 
(w ith  some centuries-old pines) and past a 

c o u p le  o f  p r e t t y  w a te r f a l ls  b e fo re  
com m encing  w h a t seems lik e  an endless 

se r ie s  o f  s ta ir s  u p  th e  m o u n ta in  to  
Birobong Peak. The firs t part o f the tra il is 
pretty tame bu t the stairs are fa irly  steep—  

b r in g  a b o ttle  o f  w ate r. The h ike  to  the 
peak is 5 .7 km and takes about three and 

h a lf  h o u rs . F ro m  B iro b o n g , head back 
d o w n  the w ay you  came o r descend via

Th e  G r a t e f u l  P h e a s a n t

Mt. Chiaksan takes its name from a legend associated w ith the peak. Many years 
ago, a traveler was walking along one o f the mountain’s paths when he came 
across a pheasant, around which a snake was wrapped. Feeling bad for the 
pheasant, he took his bow and fired an arrow at the snake, killing it and rescuing 
the pheasant. Later that night, he was looking for a place to spend the night, and 
met a woman who kindly invited him to spend the night at her place. During the 
night, however, the woman turned into a snake and, vowing revenge for the death 
o f her husband, wrapped herself around the sleeping traveler, promising to k ill him 
if  the bell o f nearby Sangwonsa Temple did not ring thrice before dawn. 
Learning o f the man’s plight, the grateful pheasant ran to Sangwonsa Temple and 
bashed its head into the bell three times, killing itself but saving the man. This tale 
is recounted in visual form in a wooden engraving that hangs in the belfry of 
Sangwonsa Temple, near Namdaebong Peak '

Guryong Hiking 
Center

Bugok
Ticket Booth

Taejoni

Gut

Sangwonsa
Temple

Seongnam
Hiking Center
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H wanggol Valley 2 ® ^ !- (4.1 km ). There’s
also a cam psite near G uryongsa Temple;

d u rin g  the peak season, p itc h  a te n t fo r

2,000 w on a night.
E xp lo re  the sou the rn  end o f  the pa rk

( in c lu d in g  S angwonsa T e m p le ) a ro u n d
Namdaebong Peak (1,181 m ), bu t to
do this, begin at Seongnam-ri оЙЗ.

ф  3,200 won @  033-762-5695 gITake Bus No. 
41 from Wonju Station to  Guryongsa Temple (40 
min). If you're going to Seongnam-ri, take bus 
No. 21 (30 min). Bus No. 82 will take you back to 
Wonju from the Hwanggol Valley.

ggs
Pa n d a e  Ic e  Pa r k

If you’re into extreme sports, Wonju is 
home to one of Korea’s finest artificial 
ice-climbing parks. Wonju Pandae 
Artificial Ice Park is, essentially, a natural 
cliff covered by a too m wall of ice, 
overlooking a frozen river. It’s 90 degree 
climbing here and not for beginners or 
the faint of heart. Bring your own screws 
and other gear, too. You need to reserve 
a spot before you go (033-761-4177)- 
You’re going to need your own wheels or 
take a cab from Wonju.)

Wonju Pandae Artificial Ice Park

There are plenty of places at the Guryongsa entrance to get nourishment. Many o f the eateries 
here do deodeok gu i  ̂ sppoi or roasted, seasoned bellflower root.

Eat

Assuming you’re in Wonju to hike Mt. Chiaksan, Wonju makes an easy day trip from Seoul. If 
you’d like to spend the night here, though, it’s probably more pleasant to stay at the entrance ] n [
to Chiaksan National Park than in Wonju itself. You’ll find your usual collection of minbak w„£l,t T0
(homestays) and pensions near the Guryongsa entrance. Also near the entrance, more SrAY
creature comforts are offered at Chiaksan Hotel (033-731-7931), where rooms go for
80,000 won a night on peak weekends.

From Seoul, buses to Wonju depart from Dong Seoul Terminal and Express Bus Terminal (1 hr fijjB
40 min). Trains to Wonju depart from Seoul’s Cheongnyangni Station (1 hr 20-30 min).
As Gangwon-do’s largest city, the town is also well-connected by bus to other cities inside and т"7„$Ғо°вг
outside the region, including Chuncheon, Gangneung, Daejeon, Daegu and Busan.
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C h e o r w o n  ! £ !

Just across the provincial border from  Gyeonggi-do, in the mountainous region 
o f Gangwon-do is the town o f Cheorwon, home to some o f the country’s most 
im pressive K orean W ar ru ins. Once a large, prosperous ra ilro a d  and road 
junction contro lling the Geumhwa Valley a v ita l north-south passageway
to  Seoul, the tow n was v irtua lly  wiped o ff the map in the bitter fighting during 
the Korean War. A fte r the war, the tow n was rebu ilt several kilometers away. 
Where the old tow n once stood, all that remains are shattered ruins in the rice 
fields.

W hile the W orkers’ Party o f Korea office is the most famous o f Cheorwon’s 
Korean War ruins, there are some others to see as well. A  short wa lk down the 
road from  the h is to ric  o ffice  brings you to  the rem nants o f the Cheorwon 
M ethodist Church an old American mission church from  the 1930s
that was later used as a N orth  Korean barracks. I f  you venture past the C ivilian 
C o n tro l L ine  У 8 У , there is m ore , in c lu d in g  an o ld  ice ce lla r, bank and 
agricultural inspection office. M ost o f w hat you w ill see, however, are rice fields.

Ruins of Workers' Party of Korea office are a reminder of the tragedy of the Korean War.
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R u in s  o f  W o r k e r s ’  P a r t y  o f  K o re a  
B u i l d in g
The ru ins o f the o ld  Cheorwon office o f  the 
W orkers’ Party o f Korea, the ru ling  party of 

N o r th  K o re a , is pe rhap s  K o re a ’s m o s t 
haunting symbol o f div is ion and war. One 

o f on ly  a few build ings in Cheorwon whose 

walls remained standing once the guns fell 
s ilen t, the bom bed -ou t ske le ton, w ith  its 
b u lle t  and sh e ll-sca rre d  facade, reca lls  

images o f postwar Germany. A round it  are 
n o th ing  bu t fie lds and h ills  where a once 

prosperous dow n tow n had been— a jarring 
rem inder o f  the com plete devastation the 

w a r visited upon the city.
The orig ina l bu ild ing  was constructed in 

1946 by the N o rth  Koreans using Soviet 
engineering techniques. The result was a 

sturdy, three-story concrete bu ild ing o f the 
S ov ie t s ty le  fre q u e n tly  e n co u n te re d  in 

N o rth  Korea and the form er Eastern Bloc. 
The o ff ic e  was erected , i t  is sa id , us ing

fo rce d  la b o r and c o n tr ib u t io n s  o f  rice  

squeezed from  the locals.
As the headquarters o f the local branch 

o f the com munist W orkers Party o f Korea, 

w ith in  its walls party leaders kept an eye on 
the loca l p o p u la tio n , p lanned espionage 

and guerrilla  ac tiv ities  against the South, 
and questioned and tortured those accused 

o f anti-comm unist activities. Bones, bullets 
and b a rb e d  w ire  w ere  d is co ve re d  in  a 

tunnel behind the office.

0 2 4 km
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L ik e  the  re s t o f  C h e o rw o n , the  o ld  
b u ild ing  suffered greatly in the battles fo r 

the Iro n  T riang le  in m id -195 1 . Repeated 

shelling le ft it  a bu rn t-ou t shell. The steps 
lead ing to  its  entrance bear the marks o f 
tank treads. I t  is a ll very tragic and surreal.

Today, the ruins are seen as a symbol o f 

K o r e a ’ s d iv is io n  a n d  th e  h o r r o r  o f  
fra tric ida l war. On occasion, the site is used 
fo r concerts and performances.

O ld  W o l je o n g - r i  S ta t io n  
&  C h e o r w o n  P e a c e  O b s e r v a to r y

Located just in fro n t o f the southern side o f 

the  D M Z  is a sm a ll tra in  s ta t io n . O ld  
W o lje o n g - r i S ta t io n — a c tu a lly  a 1988 

restora tion— is the closest tra in  station to  
the D M Z  in South Korea, a lthough trains 
stopped running this fa r no rth  long ago. It 

is kept around fo r sym bolic reasons. Behind 
th e  s ta t io n  is an o ld  t ra in  p la t fo rm , a 

r u s t in g  s ig n  an d  th e  tw is te d  s k e le ta l 
remains o f a N o rth  Korean transport tra in 
bombed by the Americans during the war.

In the o ld  days, W oljeong-ri Station was 
a w h is tle  s to p  on the  G yeongw on L ine.

L in k in g  the cap ita l c ity  o f  Seoul w ith  the 
East Sea p o r t o f  W onsan (n ow  in  N o rth  

K o re a ), the  lin e  w as co m p le te d  by the 
Japanese in 1914 using local Korean labor 

and W h ite  Russian emigres. The ra ilroad  

opened Seoul’s m arket to  C heorw on’s rice 
and Wonsan’s seafood, bring ing  prosperity 

to  both towns. The d iv is ion o f  Korea and 
subsequent Korean W ar severed the line, 

however. N ow , the last stop on the line is 
S in ta n -r i in  th e  n e ig h b o r in g  c o u n ty  o f  

Yeoncheon

N e a rb y  is an o b s e rv a to ry  fo r  c ra ne  

w atch ing— cranes flou rish  in  the tra nqu il, 

g e n e ra lly  u n in h a b ite d  D M Z — an d  the 
C heo rw on  Peace O b se rva to ry . R ecently  
b u ilt and equipped w ith  a state-of-the-art 

m onora il, it  offers a rare chance to  look out 

in to  the  D M Z  and  b e yond  in to  N o r th  
Korea (tickets: 3 ,000 won).

S e u n g i lg y o  B r id g e
Several k ilom eters fro m  the o ld  W orkers’ 
Party o f Korea b u ild ing  is the Seungilgyo 

B ridge , a handsom e, i f  som ew hat aged, 
concrete arch bridge tha t spans a gorge o f 
th e  H a n ta n g a n g  R iv e r  У В У . I t  is a
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Korean War ruins, Cheorwon

pa rticu larly  beautifu l spot any tim e o f year, 

especially i f  you like  o ld  bridges.
According to  popular belief, construction 

o f  S eungilgyo B ridge  was s ta rted  by the 
N o rth  Koreans in  1948 and completed by 

the South Koreans after the war. I f  you look 
c lose ly , you w i l l  sec th a t the n o rth  and 

south ha lves o f  the  b rid g e — n o ta b ly  the 

decora tive  arches— are c le a r ly  d iffe re n t. 
T h e re  has been som e debate  a b o u t the 
nam e: some c la im  i t  is ta ke n  fro m  the 

names o f  the S ou th  and N o r th  K orean  
lead e rs  a t th e  t im e  (R hee S yngm an—  

pronounced Lee Seung-man in  Korean—  
and K im  Il-sung), w h ile  others c la im  it  is 

named fo r  C o l. P ark S eung-il, w h o  was 
k il le d  in  a c tio n  a fte r le a d in g  h is  tro ops

across the Hantangang River.
Because o f  the tragic h isto ry o f national 

d iv i s i o n  a n d  w a r  t h a t  th e  b r id g e  
a rch itec tu ra lly  represents, i t  is sometimes 

referred to  as Korea’s “ Bridge on the River 

K w a i.”
W hile no one doubts the tragic romance 

o f the bridge’s history, it  may not, in fact, 

be tru e . Recent research has tu rn e d  up 
journal entries and photos tha t suggest that 

the  b r id g e  w as begun  by th e  c o lo n ia l 
Japanese and com ple ted  by the US 79th 

Engineer Construction Batta lion. This is the 
exp la na tio n  given on the b ridge ’s to u ris t 

in fo rm ation  board. In summer, the waters 
underneath the bridge are a popular rafting 

area.

A local specialty is pork ribs, or pokeu wang g a l b i Situi. This flavorful meat dish consists 
of specially selected pork marinated in medicinal herbs and fruit, and is served at room 
temperature. Gogung Galbi 23*141(033-455.1535) jn Dongsong-eup is a good place to 
savor this. Otherwise, there are plenty of eateries all over Cheorwon including its new 
downtown, Galmal-eup Cheorwon’s Korean beef, hanu, 2-*° is particularly well regarded.

What  to 
Eat

There is no real need to stay in Cheorwon, as it can be visited as a day trip from Seoul. If you 
do want or need to stay, though, there are a good many small motels and inns in Dongsong- 
eup and Galmal-eup. Highly recommended is the Hantan River Spa Hotel (033.
455-1234, www.hantanhotel.co.kr), a lovely spa with indoor and outdoor facilities overlooking 
a scenic ravine in the Hantangang River.

W here  to  
Stay

To get to the ruins o f the Workers’ Party of Korea, just take Seoul Subway Line 1 to 
Dongducheon transfer to the Gyeongwon Line commuter train and get off at the last 
stop (and we do mean la s t-a n y  further and you’re in North Korea) of Sintan-ri У Е Ч  From 
Sintan-ri, there are buses that pass by the ruins. All told, it takes about two hours. To get to 
some of the sites across the Civilian Line of Control, you need a car. Access to the area is open 
four times a day on weekdays (9:30,10:30 am, 1 pm, 2:30 pm, closed Tuesdays)—you need to 
inform the Iron Triangle Tourism Office (033-450-5558) in the hamlet of Goseokjeong 2 -si3  at 
least 20 minutes beforehand. On weekends, you must take a shuttle bus (8,000 won) from the 
aforementioned office. If you don’t have a car, you can hire a taxi (about 60,000 won). To get 
to the Seungilgyo Bridge, just take a taxi from Goseokjeong.

Tr anspor t

http://www.hantanhotel.co.kr
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H w a c h e o n  ^

Rugged mountains, deep blue lakes and rushing rivers— that’s what Hwacheon’s 
a ll about. Just ge tting  to  Hwacheon is itse lf an adventure, w ith  buses from  
Chuncheon (the nearest transportation hub) fo llow ing a w inding route along the 
craggy banks o f Chuncheonho Lake and the Bukhangang River “ УУ. Traveling 
about the d is tr ic t involves bus and car rides th rough steep valleys and high 
mountain passes tha t offer stunning views over the wilds of central Korea.

For most o f the year, Hwacheon is little  more than a sleepy mountain town 
(albeit a beautiful one) frequented mainly by a) sportsmen hoping to  do a little  
fishing, and b) Korean m ilita ry personnel, who actually outnumber residents in 
this sparsely populated county near the D M Z . In January, however, its frozen 
rivers play host to  one o f Korea’s most popular w inter festivals, the Hwacheon 
Sancheoneo Ice Festival. The festival aside, however, Hwacheon’s scenic beauty 
alone justifies the tw o  and a ha lf hour bus ride from  Seoul, and history buffs w ill 
appreciate the Korean W ar h istory hidden amidst the county’s mountains and 
waterways.

Created in 1944, scenic Paroho Lake ("lake where the barbarians were smashed”) 
____________________________________  was the site o f some of the worst fighting of the Korean War.
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P a ro h o  L a k e
Hwacheon, like neighboring Chuncheon, is 
in  th e  h e a rt o f  K o re a ’s la k e  c o u n try . 

Granted, most o f the “ lakes”  are actually 
rese rvo irs , the p ro d u c t o f  massive dam 
projects during the m iddle pa rt o f the 20th 

c e n tu ry ,  b u t th e  re s u lt in g  sce n e ry  is 

beautifu l nonetheless. They also provide a 
venue fo r leisure activities like sport fishing 
and boating.

Created in 1944 w ith  the construction o f 

the Hwacheon Dam, Paroho Lake js 

the  la rg e s t o f  H w a c h e o n ’s re s e rv o irs . 
K n o w n  p r io r  to  1951 as the H w acheon 
Reservoir У УЯ т*!, it  was given its current 

name— which translates as “ lake where the 
b a rba rians  w ere sm ashed"— by K o re a ’s 
f i r s t  p r e s id e n t ,  S y n g m a n  R h e e , to  

c o m m e m o r a te  th e  s e iz in g  o f  th e  
strategically im portan t body o f water (and, 
just as im portan t, its valuable hydroelectric 

p lan t) from  Chinese forces in  the Korean 
War.

R immed by snowy peaks in w in ter, the 

deep b lu e  la k e  is q u ite  p ic tu re s q u e , 
especially in the m orning, when it  is covered 
in fog. There is a small lakeside village that

я nnmhpr n f rpsranrnnrs whprp vnn ran

enjoy the bounty o f the reservoir’s plentiful 

fish  stock. A lso  lakeside are a couple  o f 
Korean W ar battle monuments and a small 
m useum dedicated to  the b lo o d y  battles 

fought to  con tro l the lake.
O n  weekends and ho lidays, the re  are 

tou r ferries tha t depart from  a dock at the 
w e s t end o f  the  la ke  fo r  a 24  k m , 80 

m inu te tr ip  to  Peace Dam Park. There is 
one boat a day from  N ov to  A p r (1 pm ), 
and tw o  from  M ay to  O ct (9:30 am, 2 pm). 

T he fare is 8 ,0 0 0  w o n  one w ay, 15 ,000 
round-trip .



Hwacheon Dam, built by the Japanese between 1939 and 1944

H w a c h e o n  D a m
B u ilt by the Japanese between 1939 and 
1944, the massive Hwacheon Dam  is s till 

on e  o f  K o re a ’ s la rg e s t da m s an d  an 
im p o rta n t source o f  e lec trica l pow er. In  

fact, at the tim e o f the Korean War, it  was 
one o f  South Korea’s on ly  sources o f power, 

and fo r th is  reason— and the fear tha t the 
com m un is ts  cou ld  use i t  as a weapon to  
floo d  the Hangang R iver valley— some o f 

the Korean W ar’s fiercest battles took place 
around the dam and Hwacheon Reservoir. 

S tu rd ily  b u ilt ,  the dam su rv ived  intense 
bom bings fro m  US B-29 heavy bombers, 
a lth o u g h  its  slu ice gates were eventua lly  

taken ou t by aerial torpedoes dropped by 
US N a v y  a i r c r a f t  in  a d a r in g  r a id  
reminiscent o f the Death Star scene in  “ Star 

W ars.”  There are a couple o f Korean W ar 
monuments by the dam, which itself cuts a 
ra th e r  s p e c ta c u la r  im a g e  a g a in s t the  

b a c k d ro p  o f  the  lake and forested h ills  

beyond.
в  Buses to Paroho Lake depart from 
Hwacheon's city bus terminal. To get to 
Hwacheon Dam. however, you should take a 
cab from downtown Hwacheon (the fare is about
15.000 won).

дЭ
Hwacheon Sancheoneo Ice 
Festival

Hwacheon’s population skyrockets 
every winter when it plays host to the 
Hwacheon Sancheoneo Ice Festival, 
recently named one o f the world’s best 
winter festivals by the Lonely Planet 
and CNN. Dedicated to the 
sancheoneo, an indigenous freshwater 
mountain trout that thrives in the 
county’s ice cold rivers, the festival’s 
signature event is ice fishing. There will 
be equipment on hand, although if you 
like (and some do), you could try it 
barehanded, too! It’s really quite good 
fun, and even if  fishing activities don’t 
appeal to you, there’s plenty else going 
on like sledding and skating.
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P e a c e  D a m  
&  B im o k  P a r k  ul -  5 9
Hwacheon is perhaps best know n as home 
to  the Peace Dam, a rather curious piece o f 

C o ld  W ar h is to ry . In  19 86 , th e  N o r th  
Koreans began w o rk  on a m am m oth dam 

just across the D M Z . South Korea— then 

p r e p a r in g  f o r  th e  1 9 8 8  S u m m e r  
O lympics— feared the N o rth  Koreans m ight 

use the dam to  flo o d  the H angang R iver 
and wreak havoc in Seoul. So w o rk  began 

on a dam o f the ir ow n, dubbed the “ Peace 
D am ”  to block potential flood waters from  

the  N o r th .  A  n a tio n w id e  c a m p a ig n  to  
g a t h e r  m o n e y  f o r  t h e  d a m  w a s  
undertaken— school children w ou ld  donate 

th e ir  lu n c h  m oney  fo r  th e  cause— b u t 

con s truc tio n  was suspended w hen pub lic  
op in ion  turned against the pro ject, w h ich 
came to  be regarded as an em barrass ing 

w hite  elephant.
The dam  g o t a n o th e r lease on  l i fe  in 

2002, when cracks began appearing in the 

N o rth  Korean dam across the D M Z . The 
N o rth  Koreans added to  w orries in  2005 

w h e n — w i t h o u t  b o th e r in g  to  w a rn  
anyone— they released water from  the dam, 

caus ing  con s id e ra b le  dam age to  b o rd e r

Bimok Park

areas in South K orea . W o rk  thus began 
again on the Peace Dam, which was fina lly  

completed in October 2005.
A t 601 meters long and 125 meters high, 

the Peace Dam is tru ly  gargantuan in  scale. 
True to purpose, it lacks a reservoir; i t  was 

b u ilt  to  keep water ou t, no t ho ld  it  back. 
Located in a remote m ounta in valley near 

the D M Z , the surroundings cou ldn ’t be any 
more gorgeous. The dam is now  part o f  a 

“ peace p a rk ,”  and s u rro u n d in g  the dam 
w a ll are a number o f belfries in which hang 

massive Buddhist bells crafted from  casings 
and shells collected from  30 con flic t zones 
around the w orld . I t  is said th a t when rung, 

th e  b e lls  can  be h e a rd  fo r  a h u n d re d  
kilometers.

A lso  near the dam is a h u m b le  stone

The Peace Dam was erected to stop North Korea from flooding Seoul.
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tom b w ith  a rusty steel helmet and a cross 

made o f gnarled wood. Th is is a replica o f 
an actual tom b found not far from  here in 

1964 by a young lieutenant named Hahn 
M yung-hee. H ahn la te r penned the song 

“ B im ok”  (“ Wooden Cross” ), which became 

one o f the most famous Korean tunes o f the 
1970s. The tom b symbolizes the tragedy o f 

a nation to rn  apart by fra tric ida l war.
@ Buses to the Peace Dam run from 
Hwacheon's Intercity bus terminal (50 min). The 
road to the dam passes through rugged 
mountain country, including the Haesan Scenic 
Spot, a high mountain pass that offers wonderful 
vistas. You can make better use of the scenic 
spot if you have your own car o r take a taxi.

O ld  N o r t h  K o re a n  B a r r a c k s
Located above the 38th parallel, Hwacheon 
was contro lled by N o rth  Korea p r io r to the 

Korean War. A n  interesting rem inder o f this 
h is to ry  is an o ld  N o rth  Korean barracks

Old North Korean barracks

b u ild in g  located about a 20 m inu te  drive  
fro m  dow ntow n Hwacheon. A  sturdy stone 

b u i ld in g  w i t h  l i t t l e  in  th e  w a y  o f  
decoration, it  was recently restored. You’ ll 

need a ta x i  h e re — ask th e  d r iv e r  fo r  
Inm ingun Saryeongbu Maksa

W hat to 
Eat

With its many rivers and lakes, Hwacheon is famous for its fish, 
often served raw. Myeongga S7| (033-442-2957), not far from 
Hwacheon Bus Terminal, is famous for its freshwater trout 
(sancheoneo t-'Soi), roasted freshwater eel (jangeo-gui,
°l) and freshwater mandarin fish sashimi (ssogari-hoe,
Raw fish can be expensive, though, so be forewarned.
Hwacheon Eojuktang (033-442-5544), located in front
of Hwacheon Hydroelectric Power Station does a
mean eojuktang °^o'(spicy fish stew) on the cheap. Eobu Hoetjip (033-442-3131), 
located near the pier of Paroho Lake, has been serving its raw fish for over 30 years.
If you’d prefer something less fishy, behind the bus terminal you’ll find Cheonil Makguksu ^  

(033-442-2127), which specializes in makguksu ^ 4=—spicy buckwheat noodles served 
cold and a regional specialty.

Makguksu

J -X  There are about 20 or so motels and Korean-style inns (yeogwan, °ts) in Hwacheon Town.
I n i  Most are pleasant enough and offer rooms at around 35,000-50,000 won a night, depending 

WHstayT° on s'ze ar,d time of year. If you’re looking for something a bit more luxurious, you might want 
to look in Chuncheon, where there is a much wider range of accommodations.

д а  Buses to Hwacheon depart from the Dong Seoul (14 buses daily) and Sangbong (13 buses 
daily) terminals. The trip takes about three hours, with all buses passing through the 

Tr anspor t  provincial capital of Chuncheon first. From Chuncheon, frequent buses to Hwacheon take just 
one hour.





Ch u n g c h e o n g b u k - d o

»Take a c ru ise  b o a t on C hun g juh o  Lake, a v ir tu a l in la n d  sea 
su rro u n d e d  by b e a u tifu l m o u n ta in s  and d ra m a tic  rock 
fo rm a tio n s

» S oak y o u r aches and p a in s  aw ay a t S uanbo H ot S prings

* Spend a day o r tw o  a t th e  Korean la ke s id e  re so rt to w n  o f
Danyang

* H ike th e  lo ve ly  peaks o f  S ongn isan  N a tion a l Park and 
che ck  o u t th e  fa s c in a tin g  B u d d h is t te m p le  o f  B eop jusa

» Check o u t th e  m u seum s and h is to r ic  s ite s  o f  th e  p ro v in c ia l 
ca p ita l o f  Cheongju

» Trek across S obaeksan  N a tio n a l Park, hom e to  the  
m assive B u d d h is t co m p le x  o f  G uinsa



TION GUIDES
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CHUNGJUHO Lfi

PARK

R u r a l  R e l a x a t i o n

C h u n g ch e o n g b u k -d o  is  one  o f  Korea ’s  sm a lle s t and  least 

p o p u la te d  p rov inces . M o s tly  ru ra l and m o u n ta in o u s , the  

p rov ince  is  d e fin e d  b y  its  fr ie n d ly , e a sy -g o in g  p e op le , m o s t o f 

w h o m  w o rk  in  th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l secto r, and  th e  re la xed , s lo w  pace 

o f  life . B asica lly , i t ’s Korean c o u n try s id e  a t i ts  m o s t ty p ic a l.

W h ile  C hun g ch e o n g b u k -d o  do e sn ’ t  have q u ite  as m any to u r is t 

d e s tin a tio n s  as o th e r  p rov inces , th e  s ite s  it  d o es  have are w e ll 

w o rth  see ing . There  a re  som e b e a u tifu l lan d sca p e s  such as 

C hun g juh o  Lake, S ong n isan  N a tio n a l Park, W oraksan  N a tiona l 

Park and S oba eksan  N a tio n a l Park. N es tled  aw ay on  a m o u n ta in  

la ke , th e  p ic tu re sq u e  re so rt to w n  o f D anyang  is  a g rea t p lace to  

re lax  fo r  a co u p le  o f  days. There ’s  p le n ty  o f c u ltu re  and h is to ry  

he re , to o , n o t th e  le a s t o f  w h ich  is  B eop ju sa  Tem ple, one  o f 

Korea’s m o s t s p e c ta cu la r B u d d h is t m o n a s te rie s .

Chungjuho Lake
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C h e o n g j u

The provincia l capital o f  Chungcheongbuk-do, Cheongju— not to  be confused 
w ith  the nearby tow n  o f Chungju o r the Jeo llabuk-do p rov inc ia l cap ita l o f 
Jeonju— has been an im portant economic and administrative center fo r the region 
fo r centuries. Today, it is a commercial, economic and transporta tion hub o f 
more than 660,000 people, home to several universities and even its own airport. 
Over the last century, however, the c ity  has come to be overshadowed by the 
nearby metropolis o f Daejeon.

Cheongju is a nice enough town, its road and ra il connections are convenient, 
and it has a few points o f interest. The Cheongju Early Printing Museum marks 
the site where, in 1377, Korean monks produced the firs t book printed using 
metal movable type. Cheongju National Museum is also w orth  a v isit to  learn 
about the culture and history o f the province. Overlooking the city atop a h ill 
just east o f  tow n, the old stone fortress o f Sangdangsanseong Fortress offers great 
views and makes fo r a nice hike.

I a v n n t  Cheongju’s o ld  dow ntow n, inc lud ing  the C hungcheongbuk-do Provincial
У  O ffice and Cheongju City Hall is in the eastern pa rt o f the

city. Cheongju’s in te rc ity  and express bus te rm ina ls, m eanwhile, are next to  one another 
on the western edges o f tow n. Cheongju S tation is  ac tua lly  a couple  o f k ilom eters 

w est o f tow n , so to  get back and fo rth  from there, you ’ ll need to  take a bus o r cab. The 

same goes fo r Cheongju In te rna tiona l A irpo rt which is several k ilom eters north 
o f the city. Cheongju National M useum  and Sangdangsanseong Fortress are ju s t east o f 
tow n, w h ile  Cheongju Early P rinting Museum is smack dab in the center o f the city.
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C h e o n g ju  E a r ly  P r in t in g  M u s e u m

Opened in  1992, Cheongju Early P rin ting 

M useum  w as b u ilt  on the site o f  the o ld  
Buddhist tem ple o f  Heungdeoksa $ " 4  In 
1377, monks printed a copy o f  the Jikji, an 

anthology o f Zen teachings compiled by the 

Korean Buddhist m onk Gyeonghan (better 

kn o w n  by his pen nam e, Baegun), using 

metal movable type. Th is was the firs t time 
in  w o rld  h is to ry  th a t m etal m ovable type 

was used, a fu ll 78 years before Johannes 
G u tenbe rg  in tro d u c e d  m ovab le  typ e  to  
Europe. In recognition o f this breakthrough 

in m ankind ’s cu ltu ra l development, the Jikji 
was registered by UNESCO as a “ M em ory 

o f the W orld ”  in 2001; in  2004, UNESCO 
c re a te d  th e  J i k j i  P r iz e  to  re c o g n iz e  

in s titu tio n s  th a t have co n tr ib u te d  to  the 
p rese rva tion  o f  m a n k in d ’s docum en ta ry  
heritage.

T he C heongju  E a rly  P rin tin g  M useum  
has in  its  possession some 650  a rtifa c ts , 

in c lu d in g  a n u m b e r o f  h is to r ic  p r in te d  
docum ents fro m  the G oryeo  and Joseon 
d y n a s t ie s .  T h e re  a re  a ls o  d is p la y s  

exp la in ing  the developm ent o f metal type 
p r in t  and d e ta ilin g  the p r in t in g  process 

itself. Sadly, w ha t you w on ’t  find here is a 
copy o f  the Jikji itse lf m ost o f which was 
lost. The fina l volum e survives, m ind you, 

b u t i t  was purchased by French d ip lo m a t

Jikji. the world's first book printed using metal 
movable type

and antiquities co llecto r V ic tor Emile M arie 

Joseph C o llin  de Plancy a t the tu rn  o f the 
20 th  cen tury and shipped to  France. You 
c a n  f i n d  i t  t o d a y  in  th e  O r ie n t a l  

M a n u s c r ip ts  d iv is io n  o f  th e  N a t io n a l 

L ib ra ry  o f  France. Korea has lobb ied the 
French to  re turn the volum e to  the land o f 
its  c re a tio n , b u t so fa r  the French have 

refused.

©  9 am to 6 pm. Closed Mondays Free
®  043-200-4515 6 http://jikjiworld.cjcity.net 
®Take Bus No. 831 or 831-1 from Cheongju 
Bus Terminal and get off at Cheongju Arts 
Center ЗФ Miasygg The museum is just across 
the street.

C h e o n g ju  N a t io n a l  M u s e u m

Dedicated to preserving and prom oting the

h is t o r ic a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  h e r i ta g e  o f
C hungcheongbuk-do, Cheongju N a tiona l

M useum  has a p e rm an en t c o lle c tio n  o f
2,300 artifacts, inc lud ing  Paleolith ic stone
too ls  and G oryeo-e ra  celadon ceram ics.

There ’s a ch ild re n ’s museum , to o , i f  you
need som e th ing  fo r  the k id s  to  do. The

museum is in  a lovely location in a forested
va lley  on  the w ay  to  Sangdangsanseong
Fortress. B u ilt in  1987 by one o f  Korea’s

greatest architects, the late K im  Swoo-geun,
i t  is a m odern  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  Korean
trad itiona l architecture.
©  9 am to 6 pm (Tue-Fri), extended hours on 
weekends. Admission ends one hour prior to

Artifacts, Cheongju National Museum

http://jikjiworld.cjcity.net


Sangdangsanseong Fortress provides wonderful views of Cheongju.

closing. Closed Mondays, ф  Free ©  043-229- 
6300 6  http://cheongju.museum.go.kr g| Take 
Bus No. 821, 822-1 or 826 from Cheongju 
Intercity Bus Terminal to City Hall. At City Hall, 
transfer to Bus No. 861 -2 to the museum. The 
trip takes about 40 minutes.

S a n g d a n g s a n s e o n g  F o r t re s s
Snaking its way along around the peak of 
M t. Uamsan Sangdangsanseong is a 

ty p ic a l m o u n ta in  fo rtre ss  o f  the Joseon 
Dynasty (1392-1910). Its impressive stone 
walls, standing 4.7 m high, form  a 4 .4 km 
loop around the h illtop . Once the m ilita ry  

headquarters o f  the Chungcheong region, 
the fortress was a c ity  unto itself, home to  a 

g a rr is o n  o f  3 ,5 0 0  tro o p s  and B u d d h is t 
w a rr io r monks. Its  walls were fille d  w ith  
adm in is tra tive  bu ild ings, ponds, barracks, 

a rm ories , warehouses and o th e r m ilita ry  
facilities. M o s t o f those are long gone but 
its  m a in  east, sou th  and w est gates s t i l l

rem ain, as do tw o  sm alle r “ secret”  gates 

th a t a llow ed re in forcem ents to  enter the 
fortress unnoticed when it  was under seige. 
The current walls mostly date from  a 1716- 

1719 reconstruction (w ith  restoration w ork  
done in  the 1970s), bu t i t  is believed the 
a n c ie n t B a ck je  K in g d o m  f i r s t  b u i l t  a 

fortress here d u rin g  the Three K ingdom s 
era (57 B C -A D  668).

I t  takes a b o u t tw o  ho u rs  to  w a lk  the 
e n tire  le n g th  o f  the  w a ll.  T h e  w este rn  
sections provide beautifu l views o f  the c ity  
o f  Cheongju . Just inside the fortress is a 

c o lle c t io n  o f  K orean  t ra d it io n a l hanok 
homes tha t now  function  as restaurants—  

this is a good place to  eat.
©  24 hours S  Free ®  043-200-2227 
gITake Bus No. 513-1, 515, 314, 717, 311-1 
from Cheongju Bus Terminal and get off at 
Chungcheongbuk-do Provincial Office. Transfer 
to Bus No. 862 to Sangdangsanseong.

http://cheongju.museum.go.kr


Bg The hanok village inside Sangdangsanseong is a good
a 51'  place to score good food. One particularly well-known V /

place up here is Daeujang (043-252-3306), which Wh«tt<> 
does hanbang baeksuk (30,000 won), chicken 
boiled in a broth of medicinal herbs-the  meat just 
falls off the bone. Korean presidents, who until 
recently spent their summers at the nearby 
presidential retreat of Cheongnamdae often 
frequented this restaurant while on vacation. Be sure 
to also order a bottle o f daechusul a smooth,
locally produced wine made from jujube fruit.

Another baeksuk option is Kyungbukzip (043- 
211-9200-1, www.kbzip.kr), where instead of chicken they use a variety of fresh water fish.
This is serious eats for the ardent epicurean: a small serving of mandarin fish boiled with 
ginseng, dates, chestnuts and other ingredients will run you 80,000 won (for two). The catfish 
is cheaper at 60,000 won for two. Maeuntang aiiSS, a spicy fish soup, is also on the menu.

Cheongju’s signature dish, however, is yangnyeom samgyeopsal УйУЭУ—slices of fatty 
pork belly bathed in a sauce of Korean chili paste and grilled on a sheet of tin foil. Baengno 
Sikdang yts&iS (043-259-9611), a Cheongju institution across from the provincial office, is a 
good place to score this delight, although they call \t.gochujang bulgogi лфужл?! (9,000 won 
a person). When the meat is finished, a bowl of rice is poured into the remaining sauce and 
cooked in tin foil.

In addition to the usual places where one would find restaurants (i.e., the bus terminal), the 
area in front of Cheongju University ЗедеЩ has a ton of restaurants. You’ll also find a good 
many cheap eats around Chungbuk National University

The Ramada Plaza Cheongju (043-290-1000, www.ramadakorea.co.kr) is
probably the nicest hotel in central Korea. Located in the northern part of town near Cheongju 
University, it’s got everything you’d expect in a 4 star hotel including Western, Japanese and 
Chinese restaurants, a sky bar, fitness center and pool. Rooms offer views of Mt. Uamsan or 
downtown Cheongju. It’s not the most convenient location but with rooms beginning at
230,000 won a night, if you’re staying here, you can afford the taxi ride. If you’d like to stay 
near the bus terminal but in comfort, you can try Newvera Tourist Hotel УацадзШй (043-235- 
8181-4) or Reeho Tourist Hotel em s ifsy  (043-233-8800). Both are clean and comfortable 
with rooms that start around 96,000 won. There are plenty of motels/inns of the gaudy “ love 
motel”  variety by the bus terminals, too. Hotel Joy ssso i (043-234-1845) sports rooms with 
modern decor and home theaters that begin at 60,000 won a night.

Cheongju does have a train station but it’s a bit out of town, and sits on the relatively minor 
Chungbuk Line which links the Gyeongbu (Seoul-Busan) Line and the Jungang Line that 
connects Seoul and Gyeongju. Cheongju’s bus connections are much more convenient. 
Frequent express buses for Cheongju depart from Seoul’s Dong Seoul Terminal and Express 
Bus Terminal (1 hr, 40 min). From Daejeon’s Dongbu Terminal, inter-city buses for Cheongju 
depart every 10 minutes (1 hr). There are also express buses to Cheongju from Daegu (both 
Dongdaegu and Seodaegu), Busan and Gwangju.

Lest it be forgotten, Cheongju has an international airport, too. There are about 10 flights a 
day to Jejudo, as well as several flights a week to Beijing and Osaka. Direct buses to the 
airport depart from Bukcheongju Terminal and Daejeon’s Dongbu Terminal.

Q
W here to 

Stay

Transport

http://www.kbzip.kr
http://www.ramadakorea.co.kr
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Nogeun-ri Incident Site ли
A  few kilometers outside the small tow n o f  Yeongdong 8S  is a double ra ilway bridge in the 

quiet village o f Nogeun-ri (or, as it  is often spelled in the foreign press, N o  Gun R i). I t  was 
here th a t one o f the most tragic— and controversia l— incidents o f the Korean W ar took 

place. Between July 26 and 29, 1950, an undetermined num ber o f c iv ilian refugees were 
killed here by elements o f the US 7th Cavalry Regiment, some as they hid under the bridge. 
Pockmarked w ith  bu lle t holes, the bridge s till bears the scars o f w hat transpired, a grim  
reminder o f the bru ta lity  o f war.

The Korean W ar turned much o f Korea’s population in to  refugees in the ir ow n country. 
In the face o f the N o rth  Korean invasion, some fou r to  six m illion  refugees fled to  cities in 

the south like Busan. Refugees even became factors on the battlefie ld; refugee-clogged roads 
hindered movement and logistics, and N o rth  Korean in filtra tio n  o f refugee columns created 
havoc in U N  rear areas and led to  some o f  the most tragic episodes o f the war.

W hat exactly happened at Nogeun-ri is s till debated. W hat is know n is that US troops, 
panicky and on the retreat, killed South Korean refugees a t the ra ilw ay bridge. H ow  many 

were k illed  depends on who you ask— one US m ilita ry  h istorian put the figure as low  as 
eight to  35, w h ile  Korean witnesses quoted by Associated Press (AP), which won a Pulitzer 

fo r a series o f articles on the Nogeun-ri k illings in  1999, put the death to ll near 400. The 
tow n  o f Yeongdong claims 248.

In 2001, then-US President B ill C lin ton  offered a statement o f regret fo r the k illin g  o f 
Korean civilians at Nogeun-ri. W ork is currently underway to  tu rn  the area around the old 
bridge in to  a h isto ry park. A ctiv is t groups frequently v is it the site, leaving behind signs, 

letters and other items which give the site a memorial feel.
@ Buses to Yeongdong depart from Cheongju's Intercity Bus Terminal. In Yeongdong, take a bus to 
Hwanggan from Yeongdong Bus Terminal and get off at Nogeun-ri.
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Sewang Brewery A1I£&£
Sewang B rewery is one o f  o n ly  a h a n d fu l o f 
h is to ric  breweries s till in operation in  Korea. 

Run by the same fam ily fo r three generations, it ’s 
a p iece o f  l iv in g  h is to ry . The o ld  b re w e ry  

bu ild ing , designed by a Japanese architect and 
bu ilt o f pine cut from the thick forests o f sacred 

M t. Baekdusan, was completed in 1930, and has 

changed ve ry  l i t t le  s ince th e n . In d e e d , so 
perfectly was it  designed fo r its intended task 

th a t i t  hasn’ t had to ; the b u ild in g ’s na tu ra l 
ventila tion is so good that when repair w ork  was 

done in 2006, i t  was found that its framework 
hadn’t  rotted a t all. Even the clay jars in  which 

the booze ferments date from  the 1930s.
Sewang B rew ery specia lizes in  ferm ented 

beverages like  tnakgeolli and yakju 9-, : . 

Makgeolli, w h ic h  seems to  be a ll  the  rage 

nowadays, is a m ilky  rice beer tha t has long provided hard-w ork ing Korean farmers w ith  
some welcome m idday relief. Yakju (“ medicinal w ine” ), on the other hand, is a more refined 

rice wine and is usually clear.
Depending on how  busy they are, you m ight be 

able to  look around the brewery itself, and i f  you ’ re 
rea lly  lucky, you m igh t be able to  check o u t the 
ferm en ta tion  room  where you can see the booze 

bubbling away in o ld  clay jars. N ex t door, there’s a 
tasting center and gallery— designed in the shape o f 
an oak barrel, clay ja r and yakju bottle— where you 

can lea rn  m ore  a b o u t K o re an  a lc o h o l and the 
history o f Sewang Brewery and have something to 

eat (make a reservation ahead o f tim e, though, at 
043 -53 6 -3 567 ). Some o f  the o ld  scrapbooks on 
h a n d  a re  f a s c in a t in g ,  w i t h  o ld  p h o to s ,  
a d ve rtise m e n ts  and do cum en ts  re la te d  to  the 

b rew e ry . As ha rd  as i t  m ay be to  be lieve , the 
brewery was almost demolished in  2001 to  make 
w ay fo r road construction. Fortunately, in 2003, it 

was listed as a registered cu ltu ra l property.
®  There are frequent buses to Jincheon У 8  from Cheongju. From Seoul, buses to Jincheon depart 
from Nambu Bus Terminal. The trip takes about two hours. Once you're in Jincheon, you can take a 
local bus to Deoksan-myeon ЧУ9. Get off at Deoksan Bus Stop (Yongmong Intersection SS^Wai), and 
walk about 500 m in the direction o f Deoksan Middle School 4 ''S « a  The brewery is on your left.
6  www.icnj.co.kr

http://www.icnj.co.kr
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S o n g n i s a n  N a t io n a l  Pa r k

One o f the most popular hiking destinations in Korea, Songnisan National Park 
straddles the boundary  between the provinces o f C hungcheongbuk-do and 
Gyeongsangbuk-do. M t. Songnisan’s many sharp peaks, deep valleys and thick 
forests form  so beautiful a landscape that the area has been praised as a “ Little 
G eum gangsan,”  a reference to  the spectacular Geumgangsan M ou n ta ins  o f 
northern Korea.

The park encompasses almost 275 km 2, stretched out largely north to  south 
along the ridge o f M t. Songnisan The m ountain has more than a dozen 
peaks, in c lu d in g  several ove r 1 ,000  m , m ost n o ta b ly  the  ta lle s t peak, 
Cheonwangbong SSS (1,058 m) and Munjangdae (1,054 m), a scenic pinnacle 
that is the objective fo r most hikers.

A t the foo t o f the mountain is the spectacular Buddhist temple o f Beopjusa, 
w h ich  attracts just as many vis ito rs as the m ountain itself. The precinct is a 
cornucopia o f cultura l treasures, including the magnificent Palsangjeon Hall, one 
o f o n ly  a hand fu l o f su rv iv ing  wooden pagodas in Korea. It's  also home to  
Korea’s largest statue o f the Buddha, a 33 m ta ll copper Maitreya Buddha covered 
in gold leaf.

A refreshment shack atop Munjangdae Peak (1,054 m)
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Beopjusa Temple
Beopjusa Temple was founded in  553 but 

sub s ta n tia lly  re b u ilt  in  776. In  the early 
Joseon era, it  was one o f the largest Buddhist 

temples in  Korea w ith  about 60 build ings 
and 70 hermitages under its  con tro l. L ike 

most o f Korea ’s B uddhist tem ples, i t  was 
com pletely destroyed du rin g  the Japanese 

invasions o f 1592-1598, but rebuilt in 1624. 
R e p a irs  and  a d d i t io n a l  c o n s t ru c t io n  

continued in the ensuing centuries.
W h ile  n o t as b ig  as i t  w as d u r in g  its  

h e y d a y ,  i t ’ s s t i l l  a b ig  te m p le  b y  
c o n te m p o ra ry  K o re a n  s ta n d a rd s , w ith  

about 30 halls and con tro l over numerous 
hermitages that do t M t. Songnisan. It is also 
blessed w ith  a w ea lth  o f  Korean cu ltu ra l 

treasures, includ ing a stone lantern w ith  a 
tw in  lion base f r0m the 8 th century;

an o th e r 8 th  c e n tu ry  s tone la n te rn  w ith

Beopjusa Temple and its beautiful Palsangjeon Hall, built in the 17th century
ig  wooden pagodas.

carvings o f the Four Heavenly Guardians -9 
S8*tf§; and an im pressive S illa -e ra  stone 

lotus basin and a gigantic iron  cau ldron ! :| 

th a t was used to  cook rice fo r  the 3 ,000 

monks who lived here at the temple’s zenith. 
The real gem , th o u g h , is the f iv e -s to ry  
pagoda-esque Palsangjeon, a showpiece o f 

Korean Buddhist architecture. One does pay 
fo r the privilege o f seeing it— entry to  M t. 

S ong n isan  N a t io n a l P ark  th ro u g h  the
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Beopjusa Temple entrance costs 4,000 won, 
and the issue o f entry fees has a source o f 

f r ic t io n  be tw een the  te m p le  and o th e r 
concerned parties. Some things to  look fo r 

during your v isit to  Beopjusa are:

Palsangjeon Hall O n e  o f  th e  tru e  

m a s te rp ie c e s  o f  K o re a n  t r a d i t io n a l  
a rc h ite c tu re , the  f iv e -s to ry  Palsangjeon 
( “ E ig h t P ic tu re  H a l l ” ) is  a s u rv iv in g  

example o f wooden pagoda architecture, a 

r a r i t y  in  K o re a . D e s ig n a te d  N a t io n a l 
Treasure N o. 55, the hall was completed in 
1626, and took 21 years to  build . I t  houses 

e ig h t m u ra ls  d e p ic t in g  th e  l i fe  o f  the  
Sakyam uni Buddha. Be sure to  check ou t 
the system o f p illa rs  and beams tha t keep 

this hall standing, as well as the beautifu lly  

faded m urals on the w o o d w o rk  th a t give 
th is  h a ll a h is to r ic  fe e l. A ls o  n o te  the  
w o o d e n  d w a r fs  a t th e  c o rn e rs  o f  the  

se co n d -flo o r eaves, posed as i f  they are 
ho ld ing up the roof.

Daeungbojeon Beopjusa’s impressive
Daeungbojeon, o r m ain ha ll, is one o f only 

a few  tw o -s to ry  B u d d h is t m a in  ha lls  in 
K o re a , and w as co m p le te d  in  1624. I t  

houses a large g ilt  bronze Buddhist triad—  
one o f Korea’s biggest— w hich dates from  

the construction o f the hall itself.

Bronze Maitreya Buddha Probably

the  f irs t  th in g  you  see a t B eop jusa, the 
c o lo s s a l g ild e d  b ro n z e  s ta tu e  o f  th e  
M a itreya Buddha was erected in 1990 as a 

prayer fo r na tional reun ifica tion. It stands 
33 m ta ll, weights 160 tons and is covered 
in 80 kg o f gold leaf. Th is act o f piety and 

pa trio tism  cost US$4 m illio n . H istorica lly , 
the temple did have a large, gilded bronze 
statue o f the M a itreya Buddha which was 

erected in  the 8 th  cen tury. In  the 1860s, 
h o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s  c o n f is c a te d  b y  th e  
co n se rva tive  C o n fu c ia n  g o ve rn m e n t o f

H eun gseo n  D a e w o n g u n , the  p o w e r fu l 

prince regent, to  be melted down and used 
fo r  the reconstruction o f Gyeongbokgung 

Palace in Seoul.

H ik in g  M t .  S o n g n is a n
The path most favored by hikers is the one 

th a t  lead s  f r o m  B e o p ju s a  T e m p le  to  
M unjangdae (1,054 m), a flat-topped 

ro ck  th a t o ffe rs  pa n o ra m ic  view s o f  the 
surround ing  ridges and valleys. Fo r most 

people, the nearly 7  km hike takes about 
tw o  and a h a lf  h o u rs  to  the  pe ak , and

Bronze Maitreya Buddha



about the same to  come down. I t ’s a pretty 

easy hike— the paths are w e ll-w orn  and the 
inc lines fa ir ly  gentle. The v iew  fro m  the 

top , though, is w o rth  the tim e and e ffo rt, 
especially in  au tum n  when the h ills  tu rn  
co lo r. Besides, by v is it in g  M u n jang dae , 

y o u ’ d be in  go od  c o m p a n y— K in g  Sejo 
s too d  a to p  the peak in  1464 , and even

Je o n g i p u m  P i n e  T r e e  § o i s s

Near the entrance o f Songnisan National Park stands a graceful 6oo-year-old pine 
tree. In its old age, the tree needs the help of metal braces to support some of its 
limbs, but s till projects a sense o f quiet dignity.

The tree is most famous for the legend that is associated w ith it. In 1464, King 
Sejo, the seventh king o f the joseon Dynasty, visited Onyang Hot Springs and Mt.

Songnisan to cure an illness from which 
he was suffering. The royal traveling party 
was on the way to the mountain when it 
found the path obstructed by the tree, its 
limbs preventing Sejo's palanquin from 
passing. Sejo ordered the limbs be cut, 
but the tree—completely on its o w n -  
lifted its limbs so that the king could pass. 
Impressed by the courteous actions of the 
tree, Sejo bestowed upon the tree the 
rank o f jeongipum , or m inister o f the 
second rank.

com posed  a poem  up here ( th o u g h  o f 
course he was carried up by palanquin).

F ro m  M u n ja n g d a e , yo u  c o u ld  com e 
dow n the w ay you came o r take a scenic 
de tou r v ia  Sinseondae, a large, f la t rock 

w ith  great views over the valley below. 
ф  3,000 won ®  043-542-3006 6  http://english. 
knps.or.kr

http://english
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You’ll find a ton of restaurants in the obligatory tourist village in front of Beopjusa Temple. If 
vZ7  you like mushrooms, try the wild neungi mushroom stew (neungi beoseot jeongol,
W ur™ 32,000 won for two) at Myeongga Sikdang (043-542-5188).

<ГХ  The nicest place to spend the night is Lake Hills Hotel Songnisan (043-542-
J-D-L 5281-8), located at the entrance of the park. It’s got a coffee shop, Korean restaurant and bar.

“  Rooms with a bed begin at 160,000 won a night.
There are two youth hostels near the park, too, Study & Training Youth Hotel : 

(043-542-5799) and Sokrisan Youthtown (043-540-7777), both charging
approximately 45,000 won. You’ ll also find a number o f cheap inns and motels near the 
Beopjusa entrance to the park, including the venerable Aram Hotel (043-543-3791). If
you have a tent, there’s a camp ground near the entrance to the park, to o -re n t a space for 
1,600 won during the off-peak season, and 2,000 won during the peak season.

Highly recommended—if you can get a space—is Adanggol (043-543-
7177), a 350-year-old aristocrat’s mansion near Mt. Songnisan that is the ancestral home of 
the Boseong Seon clan. Its current mistress, Kim Jeong-ok, is a noted expert and producer of 
Korean soybean paste and sauce—the hundreds of earthen sauce pots in the courtyard make 
for an impressive sight. There are five guest rooms available, the cheapest one at 50,000 won 
a night. To get here, you’ll have to take a local bus from Boeun for Jangan ™ . Adanggol is 
a short walk from Jangan bus stop.

The small town of Boeun is the usual gateway to Songnisan National Park. Frequent buses to 
Songnisan National Park depart from Boeun Bus Terminal (20 min). There are frequent buses 

ТяА|«*о>,Т t0 Boeun from Seoul’s Dong Seoul Bus Terminal, Daejeon’s Dongbu Terminal and Cheongju. 
From Seoul, there are 13 buses to Songnisan National Park that depart from Dong Seoul 
Terminal, and three buses from Central City Bus Terminal (3 hrs 30 min). There are direct buses 
to Songnisan National Park from Daejeon’s Dongbu Terminal (1 hr 40 min).
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C h u n g j u

Chungju is a ra the r typ ica l sm all tow n  in the a g ric u ltu ra l p la ins a long the 
N am hangang R ive r H is to r ic a lly ,  the C hung ju  reg ion was the h o tly
contested borderland between the ancient Korean kingdoms o f Silla, Baekje and 
Goguryeo, fought over fo r its rich  farm lands and v ita l transportation routes. 
Today, however, it ’s a rather slow, relaxed sort o f place, w ith  tw o universities in 
town that give it a b it o f life. The tow n ’s present claim to  fame is that i t ’s the 
birthplace o f current U N  Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

W hat Chungju does have going fo r it  is beautiful Chungjuho Lake, a scenic 
reservoir set amidst the mountains and cliffs o f central Korea. Chungju is also a 
good base from  which to  explore the rugged peaks o f Woraksan National Park. 
Also nearby is the popular ho t spring resort o f Suanbo where you can soak your 
travel aches and pains away.

Chungjuho Lake and its surrounding mountains showcase much scenic beauty.
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C h u n g ju  T o w n  § ^ AlLH 
&  J u n g a n g ta p  P a g o d a
The town o f Chungju has shops, restaurants, 
motels and, o f course, a bus te rm ina l and 

tra in  s ta tion . For the to u ris t, i t ’s a transit 
hub to get where you w ant to  go.

A little  past Tangeumdae BSm (see p318), 
on  a te rrace  o v e r lo o k in g  N am hangang  
River, is the imposing 7-Story Stone Pagoda 

o f  T a p p ye o n g -ri or, as the
loca ls  c a ll i t ,  the  Jun gang tap  ( “ C en tra l 
Pagoda"). The largest stone pagoda from  

th e  U n if ie d  S illa  e ra  ( 6 6 8 - 9 3 5 ) ,  the  
monument is believed to  have been erected 

during the 8th century. I t  is said the pagoda 
was raised to  m ark the center o f the Silla 
kingdom , hence its com mon name.

The pagoda certa in ly cuts an impressive 
figure against the surrounding landscape. A 
riverside sculpture pa rk n o w  surrounds it  

and makes fo r  a p leasant evening w a lk . 
Also near the pagoda is Chungju Museum, 
w here you  can learn  a b o u t the  re g io n ’s 

“ J u n g w o n ”  c u ltu re , the  p ro d u c t o f  the 
area’s un ique  in te ra c tio n  w ith  the S illa , 
Goguryeo and Baekje kingdoms.
®  Take Bus No. 400 from Chungju Intercity Bus 
Terminal.

Jungangtap Pagoda

J u n g w o n  G o g u ry e o  S te le  S S i^ a i t i i
This 1.44 m tall stone marker was erected by 

Goguryeo’s K ing  Jangsu (r. 4 1 3 -49 1 ). I t  is 
covered in Chinese w riting  on all four sides—  
the tex t boasts o f  the accomplishm ents o f 

K ing Gwanggaeto the Great (Jangsu’s father) 
and Jangsu himself in expanding the borders 
o f the kingdom . I t  also marked the border 
between Goguryeo and its southern neighbor, 

the kingdom o f  Silla.



Like the Jungangtap Pagoda, the stele—  
the on ly  Goguryeo stele in  South Korea—  

has been designated a N a tio n a l Treasure. 
O vera ll, it  resembles the massive, 7 m ta ll 

K in g  G w a n g g a e to  th e  G re a t S te le  in  
M a n c h u r ia , a lso erected by Jangsu as a 

m e m o ria l to  h is  fa th e r, a g re a t K orean  
conquerer w ho  greatly expanded Goguryeo 

p o w e r in  M a n c h u r ia  and the  H ang ang  

R iver valley.
gl Take Bus No. 400 from Chungju Intercity Bus 
Terminal.

U r e u k , t h e  Ga y a g e u m  a n d  G e n e r a l  S in  R ip

About three kilometers outside of town there’s a small hillock overlooking the confluence 
o f the Namhanghang River and one of its tributaries, the Dalcheon Stream ■ In the old 
days called Daemunsan Hill : it is now called Tangeumdae it’s a lovely little
place associated with two pieces o f history, one musical and one military.

In the 6th century, there lived a master musician named Ureuk. Ureuk was the court 
musician o f King Gasil o f the Gaya Confederation, a collection o f small kingdoms along 
the lower Nakdonggang River valley that served as a buffer o f sorts between the 
powerful kingdoms o f Silla and Baekje. One day, Gasil observed a Chinese zither, or 
guzheng, and asked Ureuk why no such instrument existed in Korea. Ureuk responded 
by developing the gayageum  ;01 , a 12-string zither similar to other traditional zithers 
in Asia, including the guzheng and the Japanese koto. He also wrote 12 songs for the 
new instrument.

In the mid-6th century, political instability came to Gaya, and Ureuk fled to the Silla 
Kingdom. He took up residence in Chungju, where he passed his days at Tangeumdae, 
playing the gayageum  while admiring the scenery. In his honor, the h ill on which he 
played was rechristened Tangeumdae or “ Zither Plucking Rock.”

Over 1,400 years later, Ureuk’s invention is still Korea’s most popular traditional 
musical instrument. Good places to hear the gayageum  at work are Seoul’s National 
Gugak Center and Namsan Gugakdang; you could also pick up a CD by Hwang Byung-

ki, Korea’s most renowned gayageum 
master. If the traditional repertoire is not 
to your liking, buy a CD by the 
Sookmyung Gayageum Orchestra, a 
24-string gayageum  ensemble famous for 
the ir arrangement o f Western classical 
and pop music like Pachelbel’s “ Canon” 
and “ Let It Be”  by The Beatles.

In the 16th century, Tangeumdae

Gayageum
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C h u n g ju h o  L a k e
N o t so lo n g  a g o , the area  th a t is now  

C hungjuho Lake was a deep valley in the 
Sobaeksan M o u n ta in s  f ille d  w ith

farm s and villages. In  1978, however, the 

g o v e rn m e n t began c o n s tru c t io n  o f  the 
m a s s iv e  C h u n g ju  D a m  o n  th e
N am hangang  R iver. W hen co n s tru c tio n  

was fin a lly  com pleted in  1985, the valley 
had been co m p le te ly  floo ded , p roduc ing  
Korea’s second largest lake.

So big that some call it  an “ in land sea,”  
C hung juho  Lake w inds its  w ay along the 

m ounta ins o f central Korea fo r 67.5 km 2. 
S urrounded by h igh  peaks and d ram a tic  

c liffs , i t  is blessed w ith  mesmerizing scenery, 
best seen from  one o f the cruise boats that 

p ly  its  w a te rs . I t ’ s a lso  a w a te r spo rts  
destination, popular w ith  boaters and water 

skiers, as well as one o f Korea’s top  fishing 
destinations.

became famous for a very different reason. In late May o f 1592, the forces o f Japanese 
warlord Toyotomi Hideyoshi invaded Korea w ith the intention o f conquering the nation 
and marching on China. Armed with great numbers and arquebus guns introduced to 
Japan by the Portuguese, the Japanese quickly overran the Korean defenders in Busan 
and began racing north towards Seoul. The royal court dispatched Gen. Sin Rip, a well- 
respected general w ith experience fighting nomadic raiders in the wild Korean north, to 
stop them.

To break into the plains leading to Seoul, a large part o f the Japanese force would 
have to pass through the strategic Saejae Pass in Mungyeong (see P557), where 
even a greatly outnumbered army could successfully bottle-up a larger attacking force 
in the narrow passage through the steep mountains. Bewilderingly, Sin left the pass 
unguarded and instead set up a position at Tangeumdae, where he fe lt the force— 
mostly cavalry—could perform better. He may have also believed that w ith a river to 
their back and nowhere to  run, his troops would fight harder against the Japanese.

On June 8, Sin’s army met the Japanese at 
Tangeumdae. What followed was more a slaughter 
than a battle. The Korean calvary proved no match for 
the Japanese arquebuses, who cut the Korean horses 
down as they charged. The Koreans began the battle 
w ith 8,000 men; when the dust settled, almost all 
were dead or captured. Sin himself escaped to the 
river where, rather than surrender, he jumped in and 
drowned. The Japanese suffered only a handful of 
casualties.

Sin’s defeat at Tangeumdae left the path to Seoul 
wide open. The Korean king fled northwards and the 
Japanese took the royal capital soon after. The war 
would rage on for seven more years before the 
Japanese invaders were finally driven from Korea.

I
Memorial for the Battle of Tangeumdae
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C h u n g ju h o  L a k e  C r u is e s
The best w ay to  see Chungjuho Lake is by 

cruise boat. This is a w onderfu l w ay to  pass 
an hour o r three, depending on how  far you 

go and which boat you take. Passengers are 
treated to  spectacular scenery as the boat 

passes the lake ’s m any p ic tu resque c liffs  
and rock form ations, each one backed w ith  

a local legend o r tw o.
There are fou r piers, or, in Korean, naru, 

along the lake: Chungju N aru  near
C hungju  D am ; Cheongpung N a ru

on the south shore o f the lake about ha lf

w ay to  Danyang; Janghoe N aru  a t a
scenic spot also on the south shore o f the 
lake, close to  Woraksan N ationa l Park; and 
Sindanyang N a ru  УУЗД-И*, near the resort 

tow n o f Danyang.
Y ou  have a ch o ic e  o f  tw o  k in d s  o f  

boat— high-speed ferries o r  larger, three- 

story boats tha t take longer but have open 

upper decks to  take in the scenery while the 
w in d  musses y o u r  h a ir . C ru ise s  are as 

follows:

•  Chungju Naru Cruise (1 8  km, 1 hr): This round trip takes you around the western part of 
the lake. Decent views of Mt. Woraksan. Good if your time is limited. ^  12,000 won

•  Chungju Naru — ► Janghoe Naru (3 8  km, 2 hrs): Probably the most popular cruise, this 
takes you past most of the lake’s scenic sites. Janghoe Naru is a good place to begin 
exploring Woraksan National Park (see P 3 2 4 ) .  You can also take a bus from there to 
Danyang. Large boat only; boat leaves when it fills up (80 passengers). ^  17,000 won

•  Chungju Naru — ► Janghoe Naru Round Trip (7 6  km): Time: 2 hrs 40 min (high-speed 
ferry); 4 hrs 20 min (large boat), ф  34,000 won

•  Chungju Naru — ► Cheongpung Naru (2 5  km): Cheongpung Naru is near the 
Cheongpung Cultural Heritage Complex (see P 3 2 2 ) and Woraksan National Park. Time: 50 
min (high-speed ferry); 1 hr 10 min (large boat). S  12,000 won.

•  Chungju Naru >  Sindanyang Naru (5 3  km): This is the longest haul, and the one you 
want to take if you’re going to the resort town of Danyang. Time: 1 hr 50 min (high-speed 
ferry); 2 hrs 50 min (large boat). tS 20,000 won.

*Cruises are canceled in winter due to low water levels on the lake. Boats operate hourly 9
am to 4:30 pm in summer, and every other hour 10 am to 3 pm in winter. Note that cruises
can get a bit crowded in summer.



“Alligator Island," Chungjuho Lake

Oksunbong (“Jade Bamboo Peak”) : One

o f the “ E igh t Scenic Spots o f  D anyang ,”  

Oksunbong brings to  m ind a piece o f  jade 
held high by a bam boo shoot. O r so they 

say. I t 's  a d ra m a t ic  c l i f f  th a t  p lunges 
straight in to  the lake. O ld  paintings o f  the 
peak show  i t  w as even m o re  d ra m a tic  

before the lake submerged the low er ha lf o f 
the m ounta in . A cco rd in g  to  loca l legend, 

Oksunbong used to  be part o f  the tow n o f 
Cheongpung, but famed Joseon-era scholar 
and offic ia l Y i H wang (1501-1570) tried to  

have the scenic peak in c o rp o ra te d  in to  
Danyang when he was the local magistrate, 

supposedly at the behest o f the courtesan

Duhyang. The m agistrate o f  Cheongpung 

refused this request but Y i went ahead and 
carved in  the c l i f f  the Chinese characters 

“ Dan Gu D ong  M u n ,”  m eaning th a t the 
peak was the gate to  D anyang. A fte r  Y i 

died, Duhyang, overcome w ith  grief, is said 
to  have leaped to  her death from  another 

nearby c liff.

Gudambong (“Turtle Peak”) Also one 

o f  the “ E igh t Scenic Spots o f D anyang ,”  
this 343 m peak just before Janghoe N aru 
is so-named because its rock faces are said 

to  resemble a tu rtle , and its reflection in  the 
water supposedly a tortoise shell pattern; it  

has also been likened by some to  a fo ld ing 
screen. N o  matter, one can still appreciate 

the  d ra m a tic  beau ty  o f  its  c raggy c lif fs  

broken up by lovely clumps o f trees.

Oksunbong Gudambong
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C h u n g ju  D a m  3 ^ 9
C o m p le te d  in  1 9 8 5 , C h u n g ju  D am  is 
Korea’s second largest dam, and the largest 

concrete g rav ity  dam. Standing 97.5 m high 

and 464 m w ide, the m ighty dam provides 
e lec trica l p o w e r and w a te r to  the region 

and  p la ys  an  im p o r ta n t  ro le  in  f lo o d  
con tro l. As an example o f a massive w ork 

o f c iv il engineering, i t ’s a staggering sight. 
P a rticu la rly  impressive is when they open 

the s lu ice  gates. T h e re ’s an observa tion  
deck, too , and the dam is l i t  up at night.

W h ile  the dam has contributed m igh tily  
to  K o re a ’s e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t by 
p ro d u c in g  p o w e r, p ro v id in g  w a te r and 

s o lv in g  the  issue o f  f lo o d in g  a lon g  the 
N a m h a n g a n g  R ive r, fo r  the  to u r is t ,  its  

p rim ary con tribu tion  has been the creation 
o f  C h u n g ju h o  Lake. The p ie r fo r  cru ise 

boats is righ t behind the dam. 
g l From Chungju Bus Terminal, take a bus to 
Chungju Dam Pier. Buses are infrequent, 
however, so you might want to take the 20 
minute taxi ride.

C h e o n g p u n g  C u l t u r a l  H e r i ta g e  
C o m p le x  S S S a w e x i
As noted above, when the C hung ju  Dam 
was com pleted, the m ounta in  valleys that 

are n o w  C h u n g ju h o  Lake w ere floo ded , 
su b m e rg in g  ag e -o ld  to w n s  and v illages 

b e n e a th  th e  w aves. O ne  o f  th e  to w n s  
submerged was the h istoric riverside po rt o f 

Cheongpung, an im portan t regional trading 
and adm inistrative center du ring  the Joseon 

Dynasty. N o t all was lost, however. Dozens 

o f  h is to r ic a lly  and c u ltu ra l ly  im p o rta n t 
build ings and artifacts from  the flood  zone 
were disassembled and relocated to  a scenic 

h illto p  overlooking the new lake.
The result was the Cheongpung Cultura l 

H e rita g e  C o m p le x . The com p lex has 43 
governm ent-listed cu ltu ra l properties, fou r 

o ld  p r iv a te  residences and  a b o u t 1 ,600 
artifacts from  the o ld  days. Its pride and joy 
is  th e  c h a rm in g  H a n b y e o n g n u  

(Treasure N o . 528), an o ld  pa rty  pavilion 
w i th  a w o n d e r fu l v ie w  o v e r the  lake .

Chungju Dam

It



C h e o n g p u n g  C u ltu ra l H e r ita g e  C o m p le x  ( le ft) , H a n b y e o n g n u  P a v ilio n

A n o th e r  d e s ig n a te d  tre a su re  here is a 
Goryeo-era stone Buddha tha t once stood 

in  C heongpung . Y o u ’ ll  a lso f in d  an o ld  
fo r tre s s  ga te  th a t  o n ce  se rved  as the  

entrance to  the Cheongpung m agistra te ’s 
o ffice  (now  the entrance o f  the com plex), 
an  o ld  C o n f u c ia n  s c h o o l ,  th e  o ld  

Cheongpung magistrate’s office, tile-roofed 
and thatched-roof homes, Joseon-era stone 

monuments, Korean pavilions and sections 
o f o ld  fortress w a ll. Keep an eye ou t fo r the

in te r tw in e d  p in e  tre e s , to o — th e y ’ re a

symbol o f love. A ll in  a ll, i t ’s a thoroughly
relaxing place to  wander about fo r an hour

o r tw o , and the views can’t  be beat.
©  9  a m  to  6  p m  (5  p m  fro m  N o v -F e b )  
d l  3 ,0 0 0  w o n  ®  0 4 3 -6 4 1 -4 3 0 1  
IS F ro m  C h u n g ju , th e  b e s t w a y  to  g e t  h e re  is  to  
ta k e  th e  c ru is e  b o a t f ro m  C h u n g ju  D a m  to  
C h e o n g p u n g  N a ru , a n d  th e n  w a lk  (u p h il l)  fro m  
th e  d o c k  to  th e  c o m p le x . Y ou  c o u ld  a ls o  ta k e  a 
b u s  f ro m  th e  n e a rb y  to w n  o f  J e c h e o n . B u s  No.
9 0  f ro m  J e c h e o n  B u s  T e rm in a l g o e s  to  
C h e o n g p u n g ; th e  t r ip  ta k e s  a b o u t 4 0  m in u te s .

You’ll find restaurants in Chungju, of course, but the better eats can be found in the resort 
V /  towns of Suanbo and Danyang. There are a ton of Korean restaurants at the entrances to 
Weat'0 Woraksan National Park, too. You’ll also find a cluster of restaurants specializing in freshwater 

fish in front of Cheongpung Cultural Heritage Complex.

If you’re not staying at the nearby resort towns of Suanbo or Danyang, you’ll find some 
t i l l  options in Chungju. In downtown Chungju, Friendly Hotel Chungju (043-848-

WHstayT° 990°) *ives up t0 its name- The rooms are clean, and they provide a free English or Korean
newspaper to guests. Guests also get a discount when they use the men-only sauna. There’s a 
coffee shop, too. Standard Western-style rooms go for 80,000 won a night.

If you’ve got a bit more cash, Chungjuho Resort (043-851-2580) sits at the base of
a mountain overlooking Chungjuho Lake and Oksunbong Peak. Rooms go for 150,000 won a 
night but can accommodate up to five. The views are gorgeous. Similar is Cheongpung Resort 
Sgai^E (043-640-7000) opposite Cheongpung Naru it has two hotels, the pricier Lake 
Hotel and the more reasonably priced Hill Hotel. Views here are enhanced by a fountain in the 
lake that shoots water 162 m in the air, making it one of the largest fountains in Asia. Rooms 
begin at 152,000 won a night. Packages available: see http://cheongpungresort.co.kr for 
more info.

There are also a couple of pensions in the area including Songgye Pension ёяи-у (043-651- 
8519) and Duckju Pension ЧФВУ (043-653-1531,011-482-9611) near Woraksan National Park. 
Expect to pay at least 100,000 won a night during the summer high season.

From Seoul, buses to Chungju depart from Central City Bus Terminal (2 hrs 10 min). From 
Daejeon, buses to Chungju depart from Daejeon Dongbu Intercity Bus Terminal (2 hrs 30 min).

Transport

http://cheongpungresort.co.kr
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W o r a k s a n  N a t io n a l  P a r k

M t. Woraksan, o r “ M oon Crag M ounta in ," is an especially jagged mass o f peaks 
in  the heart o f central Korea where the east-west Sobaeksan M ountains meet 
the north-south Songnisan Mountains Its highest peak, Yeongbong, stands 
at 1,097 m, but there are over 20 peaks along the ridges and valleys that make up 
the park. The mountain is covered in lush forests o f pine and M ongolian oak, and 
throughout the park you 'll find rushing streams and enchanting waterfalls. The 
upper he ights o ffe r  in s p ir in g  v iews o f C h u n g ju h o  Lake and su rro un d in g  
mountains.

Compared to  other national parks, Woraksan gets fewer v isitors, although 
you 'll still find lots o f people here on a summer weekend, especially in o r along 
the cool, refreshing streams o f the lower valleys. The hikes here are not extremely 
d ifficu lt bu t some sections get quite steep— be sure to wear appropriate hiking 
gear, especially in winter.

H ik in g  M t .  W o r a k s a n
W oraksan N a tio n a l Park is a b ig  place. 
B ro a d ly  speaking, i t  can be d iv id e d  in to  
three sections: an eastern section composed 

o f  peaks and  va lleys near D anya ng  and 
C h u n g ju h o  L a k e  ( O k s u n b o n g  a n d  

Gudunbong are pa rt o f the park); a middle

D e o k )u s a n s e o n g  F o rtre s s , s ite  o f  a  d iv in e ly  a s s is ti

section o f  w o n d e rfu l m o u n ta in  streams 

along the Yongha G ugok Valley and
a w e s te rn  se c tio n  a ro u n d  the  Songgye 
Valley ёЯМ! -:, in c lud ing  the m ain body o f 

M t .  W ora ksan . T h e  w este rn  p a r t o f  the 
park, approached via Chungju, is the most 

popular w ith  hikers, and is discribed below.

v ic to ry  o v e r  M o n g o l in v a d e rs  in  1 2 5 6
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Chungjuho Lake .S onggye

О  Valley

А Ч  M t Daemisan .  Yeongbong Peak ^ Ml Eoraesan

:l  : r i  0 S m re uksa T em ple

A h  Ml. Malrroesan Щ  D eokjusanseong Fortress

•  Jikmarijae •  Mangdaebong Deokjugol Valley
•  Haneuljae Pass

t f s a i o  Village Ski Resort „  , W oraksan
•  Songgye Valley n  National Park
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•  Mansu Valley

km ^  Bak'wlbon9 5 3  Jungw on M ireuk-rl Temple Site

•  Sinseonbong у  А ч  Mt. Poamsan

A H M t Haseolsan

There  are a nu m ber o f  ways to  reach 
Y e o n g b o n g  Peak 9 8  (1 ,0 9 7  m ). T h e  

q u ic k e s t  p a th  u p  b e g in s  a t  th e  
Dongchanggyo Rest Stop . A t 4.3
km , you could, in  theory, reach the peak in 

about tw o  hours, 40 minutes, but the path 
gets qu ite steep in places. The path is also 

th ic k ly  forested, obscuring views. A more 
p o p u la r path up the m o un ta in  is via the 
D e o k ju g o l Valley The path is a b it 

lo n g e r (6 km ), bu t con s id e ra b ly  gentler. 
Plan on taking about 3 hours 40 minutes to  

reach the peak, and six hours round trip . 
T h e  D e o k ju g o l P a th  has th e  fu r th e r  
ad va n ta g e  o f  pass ing  a lo n g  the  w ay  a 

num ber o f natural and historical points o f 
interest.

S a ja b in s in s a j i s e o k t a p  P a g o d a

T h is  w o n d e r fu l p iece o f  1 1 th c e n tu ry  

stonew ork (Treasure N o. 94) isn ’t  on the 
a c tu a l p a th — i t ’s a s h o r t w a lk  up the  
Songgye V a lley  past the en trance to  the 

tra il. O rig ina lly  nine-storied, the now four- 
story pagoda is held up by a base o f fou r 
l io n  s ta tues . In  be tw een the  lio n s  is a 

Buddha statue. The pagoda was erected as

S a ja b in s in s a jis e o k ta p  P a g o d a

a plea fo r  B u d d h a ’s p ro te c t io n  aga ins t 
invading K hitan nomads from  Manchuria.

S u g y e o n g d a e
The water in this natural stone pool on the 
w ay  to  D eokjusa  is c rys ta l c lea r and an 
entrancing shade o f  blue. D on’t th in k  about 

jum ping in, though— entering is forbidden.
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Deokjusanseong Fortress
D eokjusanseong Fortress is a w eathered 

series o f  stone fortifica tions tha t snakes for 
around 10 km along the h ills and valleys of 

the southern d is tric t o f the park. Three gates 
s t i l l  re m a in — the n o r th , so u th  and east 

gates, the last o f  w h ich  you  pass a t the 

entrance to  D eok jugo l Valley. Sections o f 
the wall have been recently restored.

Deokjusanseong Fortress is one o f many 
stone fortresses th a t guarded the strategic 

mountain passes o f  central Korea. Its most 
fam ous m om ent was in 1256, du rin g  the 

M o n g o l in va s io n s  o f  K o re a . W hen  the 
M ongols took C hungju , the residents fled 
to the safety o f  Deokjusanseong Fortress. A 

M ongo l army laid siege, bu t the battlefield 

was sudden ly enve loped in  c lo u d s , fog , 
r a in ,  w in d ,  th u n d e r  a n d  l ig h te n in g .  

B e lie v in g  G o d  to  be in  the  d e fe n d e rs ’ 
corner, the M ongols broke o f f  the attack.

Deokjusa Temple
Founded in  587 A D , D eokjusa Temple is 

W o ra k s a n ’s la rg e s t B u d d h is t  te m p le . 
U n fo rtu n a te ly , the tem ple was destroyed 

d u r in g  the  K o re an  W ar so m o s t o f  the 

buildings you see are new. W hat certainly is 
not new, however, is the gorgeous re lie f o f 
the Buddha оКМОДУУ carved in to  the c l i f f  

behind the temple. Designated Treasure No. 

406, the 13 m ta ll re lie f is believed to  have 
been carved in the 11 th  century, and shows 
the characteristically stocky face common in 

Buddhist sculptures o f the Goryeo Dynasty 
(918-1392). According to  legend, the image 
was carved by Princess Deokju, the sister o f 

the last crown prince o f the Silla kingdom. 
She and the p rin ce  fled to  the m o un ta in  
a fte r the fa ll o f th e ir k ingd om ; w h ile  she 

was ca rv in g  th is  image, her b ro th e r was 
erecting the giant M aitreya Buddha statue at 
the nearby ruins o f M ireuksa п№-0.

Yeongbong Peak (1,097 m) is basically a

b ig , craggy, c lif f- fa c e d  ro ck .R e a ch in g  it  

invo lve s  c lim b in g  a lo t  o f  s ta irs  b u t the 
views o f Chungjuho Lake and the verdant 

h i l ls  th a t  c o n t in u e  e n d le s s ly  in to  the  
horizon are w orth  the effort.

Jungwon Mireuksa Temple Site
sso m x i
O n  th e  s o u th  end o f  th e  p a rk  a t the  
Chungju end o f the Haneuljae Pass are the 

ru in s  o f  th e  once im p o r ta n t  B u d d h is t 

temple o f M ireuksa ° ^ л1. The temple was 

fou nde d  in  the 11th ce n tu ry  d u r in g  the 
G o rye o  D ynas ty  and, ju d g in g  fro m  the 
sheer am ount o f stoneworks tha t remain, it 

m ust have been q u ite  large. U n lik e  m ost 

other Korean Buddhist temples which face 

s o u t h ,  t h i s  o n e  fa c e s  n o r t h ,  an  
a rchaeo log ica l expression o f  the  G oryeo 

K ingdom ’s determ ination to  reconquer the 
M a n c h u r ia n  te r r i to r ie s  o f  th e  an c ie n t 

k ingd om  o f  G oguryeo. Sadly, th is  d id n ’ t 
seem to w o rk  ou t as intended and, in  the 

13th century, the temple was bu rn t to  the 
ground by the invading M ongols. The site 

languished in  ob scu rity  u n til 1977 when 
Korean archaeo log ists began uncovering 
and restoring the masonry.

The star o f the temple site is the 10.6 m 
ta ll statue o f the M a itreya Buddha Dl®aHS 
У  У  (Treasure N o. 96). Carved o f six stones 

and assembled lik e  a stone pagoda , the 

Buddha has a massive head atop a simple, 
c y lin d r ic a l body, n o t u n lik e  o th e r large 
B uddha sta tues in  the C hungcheong -do  

region. It posseses a rustic, almost child-like 
cha rm . Before the tem ple  was destroyed, 
the Buddha stood in the center o f a covered 
g ro tto , like  Seokguram G ro tto  in  Gyeongju 

(see p 5 3 3 ). A lso  on  s ite  are tw o  stone 
pagodas, in c lu d in g  a f iv e -s to ry  pagoda 

des ignated  Treasure  N o . 9, some stone 
lanterns, a massive stone tu r tle  and other 

pieces o f masonry.



Beautiful 11th century Maitreya Buddha, Jungwon Mireuksa Temple Site

Haneuljae Pass
The Haneuljae Pass o r “ Sky Pass" is one o f 

the oldest roads in  Korea, da ting  back to  

156 A D  when K ing  A da lla  o f Silla had it 
b u ilt  th roug h  the m ounta ins  to  a llo w  his 

troops to  invade no rthw ards. L in k in g  the 
Silla-dominated lands o f  the Nakdonggang 

R iv e r v a lle y  in  th e  so u th e a s t w ith  the 

G oguryeo and Baekje-dom inated lands o f 
the Hangang River valley in  the north, the 
road brought together no t just regions, but 
cultures.

T h e  ro a d  c o n t in u e d  to  be a v i t a l  
tra n sp o rta tio n  ro u te  th roug h  the G oryeo 

Dynasty, hu t fe ll o u t o f use in the Joseon 
Dynasty in favor o f  the nearby Mungyeong

Saejae Pass Thanks to  this period o f
disuse, th ic k  forests o f  f ir ,  oak and pine 

have since grow n along the sides o f the old 

pathway. I f  you like nature walks, you ’ re in 
luck.

The path is quite short (3.2 km ), link ing

the M ire u ksa  ru in s  in  the  w est w ith  the
village o f Gwaneum-ri Э821 jn Mungyeong

in  the  east. I t  crests a t 525  m — a stone

m arker indicates the high po in t. From the
crest to  G w aneum -ri, there’s also a paved
road, which is not nearly as fun. From the

M ireuksa ru ins to  the crest and back should
take about three hours.

©  No hiking between sunset and two hours prior 
to sunrise. &  Free (£) 043-422-5062-3 6 http:// 
english.knps.or.kr

fee l From Seoul, there are eight direct buses to the park from Dong Seoul Bus Terminal. The trip 
takes about three hours. From Chungju Bus Terminal, you can take Bus No. 222 for Songgye = 

“  41 and get off at the entrance to the park. If you want to go directly to the ruins of Mireuksa 
and Haneuljae, however, you should take Bus No. 246 from Chungju Bus Terminal. To explore 
the peaks around Chungjuho Lake such as Oksunbong, there’s a park entrance at Janghoe 
Nam ferry terminal. To go to Yongha Gugok Valley, take a bus to Cheongpung from the town of 
Jecheon and get off at Dojeon-ri in Deoksan-myeon.
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S u a n b o

Nestled in the mountains just southeast o f Chungju (of which, administratively, it 
is a part), the ho t spring resort o f Suanbo has been a favorite  destination o f 
Korean kings and presidents fo r centuries (not to  mention the common fo lk). 
Records o f the area’s natural sulfur spring go back to the 11th century. During the 
Joseon Dynasty (1 3 9 2 -1 9 1 0 ), Suanbo became som eth ing o f  a roya l reso rt/ 
sanitarium. K ing Taejo, the founder o f the dynasty, visited the springs to  relieve 
skin inflammation. Countless other royal personages flocked here throughout the 
dynasty to  bathe in the restorative waters. In 1885, a modern-style outdoor bath 
was opened, and in the 1920s and 30s, the Japanese— never ones to  pass up a 
good hot spring— turned the area in to  a Japanese-style hot spring resort. The 
development continued after Korea regained its independence in 1945, w ith  
Korean presidents Rhee Syngman and Park Chung-hee among the dignitaries who 
went fo r a dip here.

Today, the resort town is a popular weekend and holiday retreat for Seoulites, 
thanks to  easy road access from  Seoul. The spring water, piped up from  250 m 
underground, is a nice, warm  53°C; the acidity level o f 8.3 keeps things sterile. 
The w a te r is r ich  in m inera ls like  lith iu m , ca lc ium , n a triu m , f lu o rin e  and 
magnesium, and credited w ith  a w ide varie ty o f therapeutic benefits— a spa 
manager in the 1940s even testified tha t one g ir l was cured o f leprosy after 
spending 15 days at the spa. W hile it  can’t  be promised that a visit to  Suanbo w ill 
cure deb ilita ting  any illnesses, there are certainly worse ways to  spend a day, 
especially after a couple o f days on the road.

Hot tub at Suanbo Park Hotel (source: Suanbo Hot Spring Tourism Association)
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W h e r e  t o  Ba t h e

Like most Korean hot spring resorts, most visitors enjoy the 
baths at one o f the many hotels that have set up shop in the 
area. The big three tourist hotels are Suanbo Sangnok Hotel ^  

у оч': '' '• (043-845-3500), Suanbo Park Hotel (043-
846-2331-6) and Chosun Tourist Hotel (043-848-
8833). Rooms at the Sangnok and Chosun Tourist hotels begin 
at 120,000 won and 165,000 won, respectively. If you’d just like 
to use the baths at the Sangnok, it’ll cost 7,000 won (guests: 5,000 won)
Suanbo Park hotel is a bit more expensive, with rooms beginning at 204,000 won a night, 
but by way of compensation, the hotel is blessed with a) a peaceful location surrounded 
by forests, and b) one of the finest outdoor baths in Korea (women only), with stunning 
views of Mt. Woraksan, especially on a snowy winter’s day. If you’re on a budget, though, 
you can use the hotel’s sauna for 10,000 won. There are two major spas in town 
unattached to hotels: Suanbo Hi Spa -yss io i^c i (043-846-8898) and Nakcheontang =?s 

(043-846-2905). The former has a large pool that accommodates up to 500 people. 
These are good options if you’re just passing through.

Sajo Resort
O pened in  1989, Sajo R esort (0 43 -8 46 - 
0 7 5 0 )  has s ix  s lo p e s  fo r  s k ie rs  a n d  

s n o w b o a rd e rs . I t  w o n ’ t  co m p e te  w ith  
K o re a ’ s o th e r  s k i d e s t in a t io n s  l ik e  

Pyeongchang and M u ju , but it  is cheap—  
m orning l i f t  tickets are 42,000 w on  w h ile

ha lf-day ski rentals are jus t 20 ,000  won. 
T h e re ’s a s ledd ing  h i l l ,  to o , fo r  the k ids 
(10,000 w on) o r you r inner ch ild  (12,000 

won). The resort is a b it ou t o f tow n , but in 
w inter, there’s a regular shuttle bus service 

from  Suanbo Bus Terminal.

Ш

Tr ansport

No resort town would be complete without good eats. Suanbo is 
particularly noted for two items: pheasant (kkwong, 8) and marsh snails 
(olgaengi, 3 « ° l ) .  Pheasant meat can be prepared in a variety of ways, be 
it raw, marinated and grilled, or even in dumplings. Daejanggun ^='5 
(043-846-1757) has been around for 25 years, and does a seven-course 
pheasant dinner (50,000 won for two) once served only to Korean kings.
The meal includes raw fish, pheasant bulgogi §S27i an(j pheasant 
dumplings Marsh snails, on the other hand, are most frequently 
eaten in olgaengi haejangguk S9oisHs^f a rjch, spicy soup usually eaten 
after a hard night’s drinking for its purported ability to stop a hangover.
The Tugari Sikdang (043-846-0575) is the place to try this. You'll also find restaurants
specializing in mountain vegetable (sanchae, ytil) and mushroom {.beoseot, cuisine.

If you’re not staying at one of the big hotels mentioned above, you’ll also find a ton of 
medium-range and budget hotels/motels/inns in town, just walk around until you find 
something appealing. A real budget option is II Yang Youth Hostel (043-846-9200),
where a bed in a room of 16 goes for 9,000 won a night (closed to spring 2012). The hostel is 
also in a lovely mountainside location.

There are regular buses to Suanbo from Chungju Bus Terminal. The trip takes 35 minutes.
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D a n y a n g  S o

Sitting on a bend on the Namhangang River, Danyang is a charming little  lakeside 
resort com m un ity  nestled at the foo th ills  o f the Sobaeksan M ounta ins 
T echn ica lly  speaking, w h a t you see today is ac tu a lly  S indanyang o r “ New  
Danyang” — most o f  “ o ld ”  Danyang was flooded w ith  the com ple tion o f the 
Chungju Dam in 1985, so the town was relocated to  a new site upstream.

Set amidst a backdrop o f mountains, lakes and rivers, Danyang retains a rustic, 
smal 1-town charm that accentuates its wondrous scenery. There’s plenty to  do 
here fo r a couple o f days, be it exploring the tow n ’s magnificent limestone caves, 
tak ing  in the sunset over the Dodam  Sambong rocks, o r  just laz ily  re laxing 
lakeside. I t ’s w orth  coming here any season o f the year, but i t ’s especially lovely in 
autumn, when the hillsides transform in to a tapestry o f gold and crimson.

I a v m i t  0апУап§ *s essentially a one-road town on the bow o f the river. The main
У intercity bus terminal sits riverside, although a newer station is currently

under construction a bit further upstream. Danyang Station, however, is located on the 
opposite side of the river, a taxi or bus ride from the downtown area.

Sunset at Dodam Sambong, the most famous of Danyang’s “Eight Scenic Wonders"
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Eight Scenic Wonders of Danyang
The “ E ight Scenic W onders o f D anyang," 

o r Danyang Palgyeong are, as the
nam e w o u ld  suggest, e ig h t p a r t ic u la r ly  
scenic loca tions— m ostly  fu n ky  c lif fs  and 

rock form ations— located around Danyang. 
The list was com piled by legendary Joseon- 
era scholar Y i H w ang (1501-1570) while 

he was serving as Danyang’s magistrate in 
w hat can on ly  be called an early example o f 
tourism  prom otion.

i .  Dodam Sambong These th ree

jagg ed , p o in ty  ro c k s  in  the  m id d le  o f  

N am hangang  R iver, ju s t upstream  fro m  
d o w n tow n  Danyang, are Danyang’s most 
fam ous to u r is t destina tion . A cco rd in g  to  
legend, the rocks were once a husband, his 

w ife  and his concubine. The husband and 
w ife, while  very much in  love, were unable 
t o  c o n c e iv e  so th e  h u s b a n d  to o k  a

concubine. The concubine d id  give b irth  to 

a son but, as soon as she d id , she began to 
m istreat the w ife. Th is made God spiteful, 
so he tu rn e d  the quarre lsom e threesome 

in to  s to n e . T o d a y , the  b ig  ro c k  in  the 
m idd le— the one w ith  a K orean p a v ilio n  

perched upon i t— is called the “ husband 
ro ck ,”  the one upstream the “ w ife  ro ck ,”  
and the one dow nstream  the “ concubine 

rock.”  The best views can be had a t sunrise 
o r sunset. I t ’s espec ia lly  lo ve ly  in  m is ty  
w e a th e r w hen  the  th re e  ro cks  exude a 

mysterious beauty. Tour boats are available 
to  show you around the rocks and nearby 
Seongmun— 5,000 w on w ill get you from  

here to  Seongm un and b a ck . To get to  
Dodam Sambong, just take a short tax i ride 

from  Danyang Bus Term inal.

2 . Seongmun B asica lly, th is  is a b ig  

stone arch o ve rlo o k in g  the Nam hangang



Dodam Sambong (left), Sainam

River, not far from  Dodam Sambong, from 
w here i t  can be seen. The gate is v is ib le  

f ro m  the  to u r  b o a ts  th a t  d e p a rt fro m  
Dodam Sambong bu t you ’ ll need to  do a b it 
o f h ik ing  i f  you w a n t to  see the th in g  up 

close and personal.

3 . Gudambong 98 : This fantastic c lif f is best 

seen from  a tou r boat on Chungjuho Lake. 

For more information about the c liff and the 
tou r boats, see the Chungju section (p 320).

4 . Oksunbong Also best seen fro m  a 
to u r  b o a t on C h u n g ju h o  La ke . See the 
Chungju section fo r more in fo rm ation.

5 . Sainam O v e r lo o k in g  a c le a r

m o u n ta in  s tre a m , th is  c ra ggy  red c l i f f

crowned by pine trees looks like something 
straight ou t o f an o ld  Korean pa in ting, and 

has been a fa v o r ite  re la x a tio n  sp o t fo r  
centuries. To get here, w a lk  fro m  the bus 

term inal to  the main drag, get on a bus fo r 
Banggok У -  and get o f f  a t J ik ti (1 hr). 

The c lif f  is a short w a lk from  there.

6 . Haseonam stysf, 7 . Jungseonam 8У2,*, 8 . 
Sangseonam These three rocks can be 

found in Woraksan N ationa l Park’s Seonam 
V a lley УУЯВ, also kn o w n , tha nks  to  the 

ro cks , as the  Samseon G ug ok  •, o r 

“ Three Fairy Valley.”  Adm ittedly, the rocks 
themselves are not especially exciting in and 
o f themselves but they do punctuate a very 
b e a u t ifu l s tre tc h  o f  v a lle y  deep in  the

Oksunbong Peak



mountains where clear brooks, th ick  forests 
and surreal rock form ations can be found 

in abundance; i t ’s especially re fresh ing in 
summer. Be prepared to  pay a 1,600 won 

park entry. To get here, take the bus fo r 
S e o n a m  V a l le y  f r o m  D a n y a n g  B us 

Term inal. You can find  buses to  these sites 
from  Danyang Bus Terminal.

Gosu Cave 2 4 ^ #
In  a d d it io n  to  its  E ig h t Scenic W onders, 
Danyang is also fam ous fo r  its  lim estone 

caves, o f  w h ich  G osu Cave is the  m ost 
spectacular. T h is  extensive  cave system  

stretches fo r a length o f 1,300 m, and is fu ll 
o f pools, w ate rfa lls  and 120 fan tas tica lly  
form ed stalactites and stalagm ites. Stairs



Sangseonam (left). Haseonam

and lighting have been installed to  give the 
n o n -s p e lu n k in g  masses access to  th is  

in tr ig u in g  subterranean landscape, o r  at 
le a s t 6 0 0  m o f  i t  ( t o  p re s e rv e  th e  

environm ent, the rest has been placed o ff- 
lim its to  visitors). I t ’s like  stro lling through 

a D a l i  p a in t in g ,  e x c e p t c o ld e r— th e  
tem pera tu re  here stays at 15°C  a ll year 

ro u n d . T h is  m akes i t  a v e ry  p o p u la r  
destination in  summer, even i f  crowds make 
it  even more claustrophobic. S till, i f  you’ re 

in  the area, yo u ’ d be a fo o l to  pass th is  

place up.
©  9 am to 5:30 pm (Apr-Oct); 9 am to 5 pm 
(Nov-Mar) ф  5,000 won ©  043-422-3072 
® Take a bus to Gosu Donggul (Gosu Cave) 
from Danyang Bus Terminal, or simply take a 
taxi—it's just a 5 minute ride out of town.
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Cheondong Cave 2SSS
I f  Gosu Cave isn ’t  enough to  satisfy
y o u r  s p e lu n k in g  needs, check o u t
Cheondong Cave, another limestone
cave a litt le  fu rth e r ou t o f tow n . A t
450 m, i t ’s not nearly as extensive as
Gosu Cave but its landscape has been
likened to  dep ictions o f N irva n a  in
B uddhist art. Be forew arned— it  can
get pretty narrow  in here so if  you’re
ta ll o r a little  husky, be prepared to  do
some bending and squeezing.
©  9 am to 5:30 pm (M ar-Nov), 9 am to  5 pm 
D ec-Feb) ф  5,000 won ®  043-422-2972 
@ Buses to Cheondong Cave leave from 
Danyang Bus Terminal (20 min).

Guinsa Temple
The head temple o f the Cheontae Order o f 

Korean Buddhism , Korea ’s second largest 
Buddhist order, Guinsa is a v irtua l Buddhist 

city hidden in a steeply walled valley in  the 

S obaeksan M o u n ta in s . U n lik e  m o s t o f 

Korea’s other Buddhist temples, which boast 
o f histories dating back m illenn ia , Guinsa 

was founded only in  1945, and w ork  on the 
current complex began in the 60s.

W hat the temple lacks in lineal pedigree, 

how ever, i t  makes up in  sheer scale and 
a m b it io u s  c iv i l  e n g in e e rin g . A b o u t 50 

bu ild ings have been wedged in to  a steep, 
n a r r o w  v a lle y ;  t o  a c c o m m o d a te , th e  
com plex was bu ilt “ up ”  rather than “ o u t,”  

w ith  build ings nearly on top  o f one another.

The head temple of the Cheontae Order of Korean Buddhism, Guinsa is virtually a city unto itself.



Halls have been b u ilt in a Korean style, but 

o f  concrete ra the r than w ood , and many 
are m u lti-s to ry , g iv ing  the tem ple vertical 
lines found at no other Buddhist temple in 

the country. The M a in  Dharma H a ll, one o f 

the largest B udd h is t tem ple  b u ild in g s  in  
Korea, is five stories high, w ith  each floo r 
serving a separate function. The temple has 

e n o u g h  space to  house up  to  1 0 ,0 0 0  
monks. A t the top o f the valley, w ith  a fine 

view o f the rest o f the com plex, is a three- 
story wooden hall which serves as a shrine
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to  the late M aster Sangwol, w ho refounded 

the Cheontae O rder in  1967.

A ll the b u ild in g s  are o rn a te ly  pa in ted  
and decorated, and in contrast to  the black 

r o o f  t i le s  y o u ’ l l  f in d  a t m o s t K o re a n  
B uddhist tem ples, some o f  the structures 
here are topped w ith  golden orange ro o f 

tiles. You’ ll  f in d  shops and restaurants a t 

the entrance o f the temple.
®  043-423-7100 ffl Buses for Guinsa depart 
from Danyang Bus Terminal (40 min). There are 
also direct buses from Seoul's Dong Seoul 
Terminal (3 hrs).

Ondalsanseong Fortress
A b it  o u t o f  to w n , on a s tra teg ic  h il lto p  
o ve rlo o k in g  a bend in  the  N am hangang  

R iv e r , is  an o ld  s to n e  b a s t io n  c a lle d  
O n d a ls a n s e o n g  F o r t r e s s .  I t ’ s n o t  

particu larly large— the walls are just 682 m 
in length— bu t the views over the river and 

h ills are pretty dramatic. The w alls are said 
to have been erected in the 6 th century by 

the Goguryeo general O ndal (see next page) 
to protect the Hangang R iver valley from  

attacks by Silla.
Щ Take a bus from Danyang Bus Terminal to 
Yeongchun 9 5  where the fortress is located.

Ondalsanseong Fortress, built by a Goguryeo general in the 6th centui
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Ondal the Fool & Princess Pyeonggang

According to legend, the heroic Goguryeo General Ondal came from humble 
beginnings—born poor, ugly and stupid. He spent his youth roaming town in rags, 
begging and selling scrap wood to support his mother. Unlearned and slow, he was 
given the nickname “ Ondal the Fool."

So p itifu l was his situation that he became something o f a bogeyman by whom 
fathers could frighten daughters with threats o f marriage. One such father was King 
Pyeongwon of Goguryeo (r. 559-590), who had a daughter, Princess Pyeonggang, who 
frequently cried. Whenever she cried, the King would threaten, “ If you don’t  stop 
crying, I w ill marry you o ff to Ondal the Fool.”  A severe threat indeed, but not even this 
could get her to stop crying.

When Pyeonggang turned 16, the king arranged to marry off his daughter—who, 
thankfully, had by this time outgrown her c ry in g - to  a young man o f noble birth. 
Pyeonggang, however, had taken her father’s threats to heart, and protested that she 
was supposed to marry Ondal the Fool. Needless to  say, the King was not amused, but 
Pyeonggang persisted until her father finally threw her out o f the palace, te lling her to 
go find Ondal and marry him.

Which she did. Clearly, though, for Princess Pyeonggang, Ondal was a b it o f a 
project. She taught him the scholastic and martial arts, trading her jewels for a home, 
books, a sword and a horse. Ondal worked hard, and managed to transform himself 
into a skilled warrior.

To show himself off, he participated in the King’s annual hunt, attended by the 
kingdom’s top warriors. With his skill and bravery, he impressed the king, who to this 
point s till had no idea who he was. The King called Ondal over and asked his name. 
When Ondal answered, the King was shocked, but pleased that after all these years, 
his daughter had proven herself correct. The King asked Pyeonggang to return to the 
palace w ith her husband, whom the King made a general in his army.

General Ondal proved a good general, leading Goguryeo forces to victory over 
invading Manchurian nomads attacking the kingdom from the north. In 590, Goguryeo 
made a bid to retake the Hangang River valley from Silla. Ondal led an assault on 
Achasan Fortress, an old Goguryeo bastion near Seoul that Silla had taken some years 
ago. Ondal was hit by an arrow, however, and died.

Ondal’s body was placed 
in a coffin to be taken back 
to Goguryeo but, mysteri
ously, the coffin would not 
move, no matter how hard 
his men tried. When 
Princess Pyeonggang 
arrived, she embraced the 
coffin and cried. Only then 
would the coffin move, and 
Ondal could finally be 
brought home.
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Danyang’s known for its garlic, and garlic cuisine is indeed the local specialty. Doljip Sikdang 
^ 7  SJWS (043-422-2842) is a good place to try maneul ssam jeongsik Dhfeas , a meal consisting
Whe* 'to of lettuce leaves, garlic rice cooked in a stone pot accompanied by a plethora of garlic side

dishes (10,000 won a person). Another good place to try is Jangdari Sikdang (043-
423-3960), which has a variety of garlic-centric meals in the 12,000-25,000 won price range. 
Meat eaters will want to stop by Wangneung Sutbul Galbi S s ts s u i (043-423-9292), which 
does garlic galbi (ribs) for 10,000-25,000 won, depending on the cut.

r v  Being a resort town, Danyang’s got plenty of places to stay. The snazziest establishment is
l l l i  Daemyung Resort Danyang maajssa?} (043-420-8311), a condo that also operates Aquaworld,

"s” ' 10 a *arge P00l/bath complex using Danyang’s very own natural mineral water spring. The views
are terrific but they’ll cost you—a room that sleeps four goes for 264,000 won a night.

Also offering nice views of the river is Danyang Tourist Hotel Edelweis 9^г>Д$йоцчж№|=< 
(043-423-7070), where rooms start at 69,000 won (98,000 won on a weekend) but inflate to
140.000 won during the summer peak season. There are more reasonably priced motels and 
inns along the lake, too, including Rivertel s ^ ai°i5! (043-421-5600), where rooms go for
35.000 won a night.

One particularly charming pension worth checking out—if you don’t mind staying a bit out of 
town —is Gureum Wi-ui Sanchaek (011-260-9708), or "Walk Above the Clouds,”  so
named because it sits on a potato farm about 500 m up a 700 m mountain overlooking the 
Namhangang River. Rooms start at 200,000 won a night, which you won’t mind paying if  the 
morning weather is right and the clouds and fog get caught in the river valley below for a truly 
magical view. To get here, take a taxi from Danyang Bus Terminal—the fare should come to 
around 5,000 won.

Buses to Danyang run every hour, on the hour, from Seoul’s Dong Seoul Bus Terminal (2 hrs 30 
min). There are also frequent buses to Danyang from Chungju and Cheongju. You can also take 

Т"Г«о>*Т one of the frequent trains that pass through Danyang from Seoul’s Cheongnyangni Station (3 
hrs). Lastly, a cruise boat is available to Danyang from Chungju and, in fact, this is the 
recommended way if  you’re coming from Chungju. Boats don’t run to Danyang in winter, 
however, so you’ll need to get off at Janghoe Nam and transfer to a bus. See the Chungjuho 
Lake section for more details.





Da e j e o n  &  
Ch u n g c h e o n g n a m - d o

H i g h l i g h t s

•  Discover the beauty o f Baekje c iv iliza tion  in the historic 
c ities o f Gongju and Buyeo

• Have filth y  beachside fun at the Boryeong Mud Festival

•  Relax at the Taean Haean National Park, one o f Korea’s 
most beautifu l stretches o f coastline

•  Learn about Korea’s tum u ltuous  past at Cheonan’s 
Independence Hall

•  M editate fo r a w h ile  at lovely Sudeoksa Temple

•  Enjoy the creature com forts  o f  Daejeon, one o f Korea’s 
better planned cities
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Th e  H e a r t  o f  A n c ie n t  M a g n if ic e n c e

The region o f Chungcheongnam-do, inc lud ing  the separately 

adm inistered m etropo litan  c ity  o f Daejeon, is a land o f rich 

farm land, beautifu l coastlines and abundant cu ltu ra l heritage.

During the dram atic days o f the Three Kingdom s Era, th is  

was the heartland o f the m ighty  kingdom  o f Baekje, famed 

th roughout Asia for its cu ltu ra l soph is tica tion . W hile Baekje 

fe ll in the 7th century to  its  longstand ing rival, the kingdom  o f 

S illa, the ancient tem ples and sp lend id  tom bs in the o ld royal 

capita ls o f Gongju and Buyeo te s tify  to  the m agnificence o f  its 

c iv iliza tion .

When you’re done exp lo ring  Baekje’s h isto rica l heritage, 

spend a day o r two tak ing  in the natura l sp lendor o f the  Taean 

Haean National Park, or enjoy a w ild  weekend a t the Boryeong 

Mud Festival, the b igges t—and d ir t ie s t—sum m er party in the 

country. If  you’re in need o f creature com forts, you can always 

pop into Daejeon, one o f Korea’s more pleasant urban 

environm ents.

Baekje Cultural Land. Buyeo
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D a e je o n

A m ajor transporta tion  hub and educational center, Daejeon— K orea’s f if th  
largest city w ith  about 1.5 m illion  residents— is a relatively new city, born as a 
railway tow n in the early 20th century. It is also a fa irly  well-planned city, its 
broad avenues and g rid -like  neighborhoods a far cry from  the chaos o f other 
m a jo r K orean u rban centers. Hom e to  some o f  K o rea ’s lead ing research 
un ivers ities, R & D  centers and high-tech industries, especia lly a round the 
so-called “ Daedeok Innopolis”  (form erly Daedeok Science Town), the city has 
earned a reputation as Korea’s answer to  C a liforn ia ’s Silicon Valley.

W hile a pleasant c ity  to  live in, especially i f  you’ re a lab geek o r techie, fo r 
travelers, the city is often seen as a place to pass through rather than linger. I t  has 
few o f the historical and cultural draws o f some o f Korea’s other cities, but its 
excellent ra il and road links  make it  an outstanding base fo r exp lo ring  the 
m ountains, temples and com m unities o f central Korea, inc lud ing  the nearby 
towns o f Gongju and Buyeo, the capitals o f the ancient Korean k ingdom  o f 
Baekje.

Historv Daeieon’s езИу history is best summed up by the city’s name, which
translates as “ Big Field.”  Prior to the start o f the 20th century, there was 

little  here but the city’s namesake. In 1898, Korea’s royal government awarded the 
Japanese—who for economic and m ilitary reasons were keen to develop Korea’s 
transportation infrastructure—a concession to build the Seoul-Busan railroad. The line 
opened in 1905, with a station in Daejeon. Japanese settlers began moving in, a process 
that accelerated with the opening o f the southwestern Honam line railroad in 1914, with 
its junction in Daejeon. By 1940, the once-tiny village was home to 70,000 people. In 
1932, the Japanese colonial government transferred the provincial capital of 
Chungcheongnam-do from Gongju to Daejeon, making the city the economic, political 
and social center o f the region.

After Korea’s liberation in 1945, Daejeon continued to be a thriving railway town. When 
the North Koreans captured Seoul at the start o f the Korean War in June o f 1950, the 
national capital was briefly moved to Daejeon before being moved again to Busan. In July 
o f that year, Daejeon, too, was captured by the North Koreans in the brutal Battle of 
Daejeon, a three-day engagement that witnessed bitter street-to-street fighting between 
the North Koreans and the US 24th Infantry Division. The battle left the city in ruins.

After the war, Daejeon was rebuilt. In the 1960s, the city’s transportation infrastructure 
and central location—far from the inter-Korean DMZ—attracted the attention o f Korean 
President Park Chung-hee, who undertook efforts to transform Daejeon into a hub of 
science and technology. The Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST), 
Korea’s top research university, was founded in the city in 1971, and Daedeok Science 
Town—a research cluster akin to Japan’s Tsukuba Science City—was established in 1973. 
Daejeon’s reputation as a city o f science and technology was further enhanced when it
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hosted the 1993 Expo.
Daejeon today is one o f Korea’s fastest growing cities. In 1997, the national 

government, looking to relieve population pressures in Seoul, moved a number of 
government offices to the newly constructed Daejeon Government Complex. The opening 
o f the KTX high-speed rail service in 2004 cut travel time between Daejeon and Seoul to 
under an hour, turning the city, for all practical purposes, into a giant suburb of Seoul.

Lavout Sittin6 in a broad plain, Daejeon is a sprawling town that, thanks to its
y  history, has two downtown areas: an old one in the southeast o f town near

Daejeon Station and the old Chungcheongnam-do Provincial Office, and a newer one in 
the northwest o f town around Daejeon Government Complex. The district o f Yuseong, 
home to KAIST, Chungnam National University, Daedeok Innopolis and Yuseong Hot 
Spring, is even further to the northwest, just beyond the Gapcheon Stream

A largely planned city, Daejeon’s urban grid is relatively easy to navigate. It is serviced 
by two major train stations, both across town from each other. Daejeon Station, in the 
east o f town, sits on the Seoul-Busan line. Seodaejeon Station, in the west o f town, sits 
on the Seoul-Mokpo line. Both enjoy KTX services. The city also has three bus terminals: 
the Daejeon Express Bus Terminal and Dongbu Bus Terminal in the east o f town, and 
Seobu Bus Terminal in the west. The city’s lone subway line connects Daejeon Station 
and the old downtown with the Yuseong area.
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The city is also surrounded by a number o f peaks, the most notable being Mt. 
Gyeryongsan a national park to the west o f town. To the east is Daecheongho Lake 

a large reservoir and popular city getaway.

t2ZS
D a e j e o n  C i t y  To u r s

If you’ve got a day to kill in Daejeon but 
are not particularly keen on planning 
your own tour or discovering the joys of 
Daejeon’s public transportation system, 
the City of Daejeon operates city tour 
buses that will bring you in comfort to 
many of its tourist spots for a mere
2,000 won. Tour buses depart from 
Daejeon Station. There are three tours 
available:
Science Tour: Twice daily on Tuesday 
and Thursday. Highlights: Expo Park, 
National Science Museum, KAIST 
(3 hrs 30 min)
History & Culture Tour: Twice daily on 
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. 
Highlights: Hanbat Museum of 
Education, Dongchundang Park, Dam 
Historical Park (3 hrs 40 min)
Ecology & Environment Tour: Twice 
daily on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday. 
Highlights: Daecheongho Lake area 
(3 hrs 30 min)
More Info: 042-253-0005

Expo Park
Like many form er expo sites, the venue o f 
D a e je o n  E x p o  ’ 93 w as  tu rn e d  in to  a 

co m m e m o ra tive  p a rk . T h e  p a rk  m o s tly  
serves as an educational space fo r  science 

and technology, w ith  a ton o f conventional 
and hands-on exhib its, theaters, games and 

rides. I t ’s no t quite Epcot bu t i t  tries, and 
y o u r  k id s  w i l l  lo ve  i t .  A d u lts  w ith  an 
interest in science and technology w ill enjoy 

it, too. M any o f the halls and exhib its are 
free b u t some, in c lu d in g  the S im u la tio n  

T h e a te r  and th e  Im a x  D o m e  T h e a te r, 
charge admission.

A t n igh t, the pa rk ’s landm ark Tower o f 
G rea t L ig h t erected in  1993 and a 
s y m b o l o f  D a e je o n ,  is  l i t  u p . A ls o  

i llu m in a te d  a t n ig h t is the nearby E xpo 
B rid g e , w h ic h  a ls o  fe a tu re s  a b r id g e  

founta in  tha t shoots m u ltico lo red  streams 
o f  w a te r  fro m  nozz les  a tta ch e d  to  the 
bridge’s side. Taken together w ith  the tower 

and the Gapcheon Stream over w h ich  it  
passes, th e  b r id g e  m a ke s  fo r  one  o f  

Daejeon’s most beautifu l n ighttim e scenes.

Expo Bridge, one of Daejeon's best nighttime scenes
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©  1 0  a m  to  6  p m  (M a r  to  O c t), 1 0  a m  to  5 :3 0  
p m  (N o v  to  F e b ). A d m is s io n  e n d s  3 0  m in u te s  
p r io r  to  c lo s in g . C lo s e d  M o n d a y s , ф  F re e . 
In d iv id u a l e x h ib its  c o s t  e x tra  (1 ,5 0 0  w o n  to
1 0 .0 0 0  w o n ) . 8 T a ke  B u s  N o . 6 0 6  f ro m  D a e je o n  
S ta t io n . (&  0 4 2 -8 6 9 -5 1 1 4  (p re s s  5  fo r  h e lp )

N a tio n a l S c ie n c e  M u s e u m
A n o th e r lifesaver i f  yo u ’ve g o t k id s , the 
N a tio n a l Science M useum  houses a b o u t

4.000 items docum enting Korea ’s na tura l

and techno log ica l h is to ry . The h ig h lig h t
here is the  p la n e ta r iu m , housed u n d e r

K orea ’s largest dom e. A no th e r h ig h lig h t,
especia lly  fo r  youngste rs, is the  Science

A live Discovery Center a massive
interactive space dedicated to  science.

©  9 :3 0  a m  to  5 :5 0  p m . C lo s e d  M o n d a y s . 
ф  F re e , w ith  a n  a d d it io n a l  1 ,0 0 0  w o n  f o r  th e  
p la n e ta r iu m .  A d m is s io n  fo r  t h e  S c ie n c e  A liv e  
D is c o v e ry  C e n te r  is  2 ,0 0 0  w o n . 8  T a k e  B u s e s  
N o . 1 8 0 , 5 1 3 , o r  8 1 4  f ro m  D a e je o n  S ta t io n .
®  0 4 2 -  6 01  -7 8 9 4 -6

gSS
Mag lev Train
Connecting Expo Park and the National 
Science Museum is a 44-seat Maglev 
train, the only one in operation in 
Korea. Maglevs use magnetic 
levitation to suspend, guide and 
propel the train along its track, 
offering a smoother and quieter ride.
The Maglev runs 10 times daily: five 
times from Expo Park to the National 
Science Museum, and five times in the 
opposite direction. The 1 km ride takes 
under 5 minutes.

H a n b a t  A r b o r e tu m
Just across the Gapcheon Stream from  Expo 

Park, th is  patch o f greenery b ills  its e lf as 
Korea ’s largest a r t if ic ia l a rbo re tum  in  an 

urban area. I f  you find yourself spending a 
sum mer n igh t in  Daejeon, i t  makes fo r  a

P la n e ta r iu m  o f  th e  N a tio n a l S c ie n c e  M u s e u m
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D a e je o n  C u ltu re  &  A r ts  C e n te r, H a n b a t A rb o re tu m

ra th e r p leasant evening s tro ll,  w hen the

gardens and ponds are l i t  up. The arboretum
is a lso  hom e to  a n u m b e r o f  c u ltu ra l

fa c ilit ie s , the m ost no tab le  o f  w h ich  are
D a e je o n  M u s e u m  o f  A r t  m S A iyo iss

(admission: 500 won) and Daejeon Culture
&  Arts Center «BSS|oil6s>l$<3.

©  9  a m  to  6  p m . A d m is s io n  e n d s  o n e  h o u r  p r io r  
to  c lo s in g . C lo s e d  M o n d a y s . ^  F re e  В  15 m in u te  
w a lk  fro m  G o v e rn m e n t C o m p le x , D a e je o n  
S ta tio n , L in e  1. L e a v e  E x it  3  a n d  s w in g  a  r ig h t a t 
D u n s a n  P o lice  S ta tio n . ®  0 4 2 -4 7 2 -4 9 7 2

U a m  H is t o r ic a l  P a r k  
&  N a m g a n  J e o n g s a
A  re la tive ly  m odern  c ity , D aejeon is no t 
generally know n fo r its p lethora o f Korean 

trad itiona l architecture bu t one site w orth  
c h e c k in g  o u t is U am  H is to r ic a l P a rk . 

Located a t the fo o t o f a forested h illo ck , 
th is  c o lle c tio n  o f  w ooden  K orean  ha lls , 

pav ilions, shrines and gardens was where 
n o te d  J o s e o n -e ra  

scho la r and o f f ic ia l I 
Song Si-yeol (1 6 0 7 - I 

1 6 8 9 )  l i v e d  a n d  I 
ta u g h t his s tudents, j 
Song, kno w n  by his I 

pen nam e o f  U am , | 
served as an o ff ic ia l 

fo r  o ve r 50  yea rs , 
and is mentioned no 

fe w e r  th a n  3 ,0 0 0  
times in the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty, 
the o ffic ia l h istory o f the dynasty.

T h e  h ig h l ig h t  o f  the  c o m p le x  is the 

e xq u is ite  N am gan  Jeongsa, a on e -s to ry  
s tru c tu re  b u i l t  in  1638 o ve r a ru n n in g

Uam Historical Park, the former home of 17th century scholar Song Si-yeol



N a n g a m  J e o n g s a  m a s te r fu lly  b le n d s  m a n -m a d e  w ith  n a tu re .

stream that empties ou t in to  a pond dug in

fro n t o f the bu ild ing. I t ’s a lovely example
o f  K orean  t ra d it io n a l a rc h ite c tu re  and
la n d s c a p in g  th a t  one  K o re a n  p u n d it

r e f e r r e d  to  as “ th e  w o r l d ’ s f i r s t
Fallingwater,’’ referencing the Frank L loyd

W rig h t m asterp iece th a t a lso sits ove r a
r u n n in g  s t re a m . S o n g  use d  i t  as a

c la ss ro o m , and the  sound o f  the w a te r
running underneath must have made fo r a

wonderfu l study environm ent, indeed.
©  P ark : 5  a m  to  9  p m  (M a r  to  O c t) ,  6  a m  to  8  
p m  (N o v  to  F e b ). N a m g a n  J e o n g s a : 10  a m  to  5  
p m  d i  F re e  8  T a k e  b u s  N o . 3 11  f ro m  E x it  7  o f  
D a e d o n g  S ta t io n . ®  0 4 2 -6 7 3 -9 2 8 6

Y u s e o n g  H o t  S p r in g
Yuseong H o t Spring, located in  Daejeon’s 
northwestern Yuseong d is tric t, is the c ity ’s 

m ost p o p u la r  a t t ra c t io n  w ith  dom estic  
tou ris ts . The ho t (2 7 -5 6 °C ), m ine ra l-rich  
w ate rs th a t b u bb le  up fro m  the  n a tu ra l 

spring o f Yuseong area are famous fo r the ir 
healing properties: according to  one legend, 
a Baekje w a rr io r  w ounded  g rie vous ly  in 

battle against the riva l Silla k ingdom  was 
almost instantly healed upon d ipp ing  in to  
the waters. H is to rica lly , however, Koreans 
favored co ld  w ater baths over ho t, and it  

was the ho t spring-mad Japanese who first 
began deve lop ing  the Yuseong area as a 
resort early in the 20th century. A fte r the

o p e n in g  o f  the  ra ilw a y , to u r is ts  began 

flock ing  to  the area. Koreans, to o , began 
taking to  the hot springs and by the 1930s 

en tre p re n e u ria l K oreans began b u ild in g  
baths and hotels. A fte r L iberation, the area 

continued to develop and th rive  as a resort. 
Today, Yuseong’s ho t springs see more than 

20 m illio n  tourists a year. Accomm odating 
th e m  a re  13 m a jo r  t o u r i s t  h o te ls ,  
a p p rox im a te ly  100 m otels and inns, and 

c o u n tle s s  re s ta u ra n ts , b a rs  and  o th e r 
entertainment facilities.

To enjoy the hot spring waters, you need 
to  go to  either a hotel spa o r a public bath. 
The veritab le  Yousung H o te l S S S li (042 
-820-0100, 5 am to  10 pm ), w ith  a history 

th a t goes back to  19 15 , has a p o p u la r  
public spa w ith  indoor and ou tdoor pools. 
A dm iss ion  is 5 ,0 0 0  w o n . A n o th e r good 
choice is the H o te l R iviera Ун|0ИУ£у. (Q42 

-823-2111, 6 am to  10 pm), where 12,000 
won w ill gain you access to  the bath and 

saunas— i f  you don ’t  like  the wet sauna and 
its Korean medicinal herbs, give the Finnish 

sauna a try.
I f  you ’ re short o f tim e o r can’t sw ing a 

fu ll spa experience, there is a pu b lic  fo o t 
bath near the K yeryong  Spatel —

rew ard  y o u r t ire d  feet w ith  a d ip  in  the 

soo th ing4 I t )  waters.
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M a j. G e n . W ill ia m  F. D e a n

Battle of Daejeon

The Korean War did not start o ff well for South Korea and its 
American allies. On June 25,1950, the war began with a North 
Korean blitzkrieg across the 38th parallel, the inter-Korean 
border. Just three days later, Seoul had fallen and, by mid-July, 
the North Korean juggernaut was pressing on the central 
Korean city of Daejeon, an im portant road and rail junction. The 
US 24th Infantry Division, led by Maj. Gen. William F. Dean, was 
tasked with blunting the North Korean assault, an unenviable 
task as his troops were outnumbered and outgunned by the 
North Koreans. His troops were largely ill-prepared to fight, too, 
as they had been pulled from cushy occupation duty in Japan. Previous encounters 
between the 24th Division and the North Koreans had gone badly for the Americans.

On July 12, the Americans began setting up a defensive line along the Geumgang 
River to the north o f Daejeon. North Korean pressure proved too great, however and, 
unable to hold the line, US forces dropped back to Daejeon itself. On July 18, Dean was
ordered to hold the city until July 20, when American reinforcements would arrive in
Korea and set up a defensive line further south.

Surrounding the city, the North Koreans began their assault on Daejeon on July 19. 
What followed were two days o f brutal house-to-house warfare; as communications 
broke down in the firestorm that was Daejeon, the battle descended into a 
disorganized mess. Even Gen. Dean jumped into the fray, taking a small team and a 
bazooka onto the battle-torn streets in search of North Korean tanks.

As the day came to a close on July 20,
Dean ordered a withdrawal from the city. 
During the withdrawal, his jeep took a wrong 
turn and got lost. For over a month, the 
general wandered Korea's hillsides in search 
o f the American lines. He was captured by 
the North Koreans and spent the rest o f the 
w a r-n e a rly  three years—in a North Korean 
prison camp. He was the highest ranking 
American officer captured since the US Civil 
War. While imprisoned, he was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor.

The 24th Infantry Division was nearly 
destroyed in the battle, forfe iting more than 
900 lives. The time it bought allowed fresh 
American units to set up stronger defensive 
positions along the Nakdonggang River, 
where the North Korean offensive would 
finally be brought to a halt.

B a tt le  o f  D a e je o n  M e m o r ia l
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Historic Daejeon

Thanks to  the Korean War and urban development, not a whole lot remains of 
Daejeon’s history as a colonial railway tow n, but i f  you’ re interested and w illing  
to  put in some footw ork, you can find some significant reminders o f the past. 
Notable examples include:

О Old Railway Warehouses * t s s m s x m
(1958): The old  ra ilw ay 

station was leveled during the Korean War 
but these o ld  warehouses, located behind 

Daejeon Station, were bu ilt soon after the 
w ar using colonial-era techniques.

О  Old Chungcheongnam-do Provincial 
Office ?  ( 1932): The most
impressive o f Daejeon’s colon ia l edifices, 

th is grand office covered in  scratch tile is 
rem arkably well preserved— be sure to  

check out the beautifu l period lobby.

О  Chungcheongnam-do Governor's 
Residence 11932) 6 y £ *W 3 S ; B u ilt in 

m ixed Japanese-Art Deco style, the 
governor’s residence is s till in use, but may 
soon be turned in to  a museum. The street 

on w hich it  is located— form erly a 
neighborhood fo r colonial officia ls— is

lined w ith  Japanese-style homes.

О  Old Korea Development Bank Building
t r a s s  m sxis  (1937): B u ilt in  Renaissance 

style, th is  sturdy o ld  bank is now an 

eyeglass shop.

О  Old Daejeon Branch of the Oriental 
Development Company ? бУЭДбМ mtjxis

(1921): Th is colonial-style office was the 
local branch o f  Japan’s answer to  the 

British East India Company. N ow  a 
bathroom  tile  shop.

О  Former Chungcheong Regional Office of 
National Agricultural Products Quality 
Management Service ?  S S

XI9(1958): N o w  used as an art gallery, this 

q u irky  functiona lis tic  structure w ith  
w indo w  louvers and a Korean tile ro o f was 

designed by Korean architect Bae Han-gu.

1. Former Chungcheong Regional Office of National Agricultural Products Quality, Management Service
2. Old Auditorium, Daejeon Girls Middle School 3. Mok-dong Catholic Church 4.0jeong-dong Missionary
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О  Mok-dong Catholic Church 4 4

si SB  (1921): Built by French missionaries, 

this beautifu l white G othic church is now 
the chapel fo r a Congregation o f  the Sacred 
W ord convent, form erly a Franciscan 

monastery.

О  Old Auditorium, Daejeon Girls Middle 
School ?  У З  (1937): The ro o f lines 

o f th is small but graceful A rt Nouveau 

bu ild ing are said to  resemble those o f a 
Korean thatched ro o f house.

О Old Teacher’s College School 
Headmaster’s Residence (1930s) 4  
ж  s s  -ЧЧ: A  striking com bination o f 

Japanese and Western styles, this home is 
now used as a residence by the pastor o f 

nearby Seongsan Church.

ф  Ojeong-dong Missionary Village 2SS
•idsAI# (1956): Located on the campus of 

Hannam University these

picturesque homes— constructed in 
American fashion but w ith  Korean roofs—  
were b u ilt by the American missionaries 

w ho  founded the university.

ф  Battle of Daejeon Memorial
Located in  a park on M t. Bomunsan 
this mem oria l tow er and statue 
commemorates the b itte r Battle o f Daejeon 

(see p 349), one o f the most im portan t 
engagements o f the early pa rt o f the Korean 
War. The man w ith  the bazooka is M a j. 

Gen. W illiam  F. Dean, the commander o f 
the US 24th In fan try  D iv is ion, who 
famously went tank hunting in  the m idst o f 

the battle.
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GETTING AROUND DAEJEON
S  Daejeon has a well-developed bus system. Most major stops have digital schedules 
posted; even if you can’t read Korean, you might be able to make out much of the info.
Ш) Daejeon has its own single-line subway (1,100-1,200 won) running east-west, linking the 
old city with the new. It’s especially useful for reaching the Yuseong Hot Spring area (Yuseong 
Spa Station). Unlike the Seoul subway, Daejeon’s subway uses round, plastic tokens, which 
are cute if nothing else.

GETTING TO /  FROM DAEJEON
Q  The nearest airport is Cheongju International Airport, about 40 minutes north by bus from 
Dongbu Bus Terminal. The only domestic flights from Cheongju go to Jejudo, however. There 
are a few flights a week to China and Japan. О  Daejeon is serviced by two train stations. 
Daejeon Station is on the Seoul-Busan line. The KTX (every 10-20 minutes from Seoul, 22,900 
won) brings you to and from Seoul in under an hour. Saemaeul trains (13 trains a day from 
Seoul, 15,500 won) will bring you to and from Seoul in about an hour and 50 minutes. KTX 
trips to and from Busan (every 20 minutes, 32,700 won) take under two hours. Seodaejeon 
Station is on the Seoul-Mokpo line, so this is where you get on or off to and from Seoul’s 
Yongsan Station, Gwangju or Мокро. The KTX (every 25 minutes from Yongsan, 22,700 won) 
brings you to and from Seoul’s Yongsan Station in one hour. To Мокро (24,300 won) takes 2 
hours, 20 minutes. 2  Daejeon has three major bus terminals: Express Bus Terminal, Dongbu 
(East) Bus Terminal and Seobu (West) Bus Terminal. If you’re traveling to major cities like 
Seoul, Busan or Gwangju, use the Express Bus Terminal. Express buses to and from Seoul’s 
Express Bus Terminal (every 15 minutes) take about 2 hours. Dongbu Bus Terminal services 
cities to the east, north and south, while Seobu Bus Terminal services cities to the west like 
Gongju, Buyeo, Boryeong and Taean.

The areas around the train stations and bus terminals are always good places to find 
inexpensive places to eat. In fact, the entire area around Jungangno Subway Station js 
full of Korean eateries where you can fill up on the cheap. One local Daejeon specialty is dubu 
duruchigi"  or tofu stir-fry. Jillojip (042-226-0914), hidden in an alley near 
Chungcheongnam-do Provincial Office SStiES, has been doing this dish (10,000 won) for 40 
years. Another local specialty is kalguksu or hand-made noodle soup. From the outside, 
Hanbat Kalguksu SR^ (042-254-8350) looks run-down, but its dubutang (8,000 won for 
two), a spicy tofu soup into which noodles are added, is to die for. You can find it near the 
Mokcheon Market ^ Л1У, near Jungangno Subway Station.
The most happening bar scene can be found around Dunsan-dong Daejeon’s “ new” 
downtown around Daejeon City Hall (City Hall Station). Start in the streets across from Galleria 
Department Store. You’ll find a great many bars in front of Chungnam National University 
(near Yuseong Oncheon Station) and around Yuseong hot springs district, too.

There are major clusters of reasonably priced motels and yeogwan (Korean inns) near 
Daejeon’s Dongbu/Express bus terminals, Seobu Bus Terminal and along the stream in front of 
Daejeon Station. On weekends, expect to pay 40,000 won a night. Motel California йувцо} 
(042-252-7999) near Daejeon Station and the Limousine Motel (042-621-1004) near
Dongbu Bus Terminal are clean and have typical motel amenities. An even cheaper option is 
sleeping in a jjimjilbang (Korean sauna), many of which have communal sleeping rooms.
Rodeo Land (042-485-9270), near Daejeon City Hall, is big, clean, and will cost you
just 8,000 won a night for the jjimjilbang. If you’re flush, the nicer places are clustered in the 
hot spring resort area of Yuseong.

Tr anspou t
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G y e r y o n g s a n  N a t io n a l  P a r k

Lite rally “ Chicken Dragon M ounta in ,”  this mountain park between Daejeon and 
Gongju is so named because, it  is said, the m ounta in ’s ridgeline resembles a 
dragon w ith  a chicken’s crest atop its head. V is ito rs may or may no t see the 
resemblance but there’s no denying the natural beauty o f the craggy mountain, 
home to  no fewer than 15 peaks, the tallest o f which is Cheonhwangbong 9WS at
845.1 m. Scattered about the mountain are dramatic rock formations, verdant 
valleys, beautiful waterfalls and plenty o f other eye-candy.

In addition to the mountain itself, the park is also home to  tw o m ajor Buddhist 
temples, the monastery o f Gapsa “ л| in the west and the nunnery o f Donghaksa §  
®1л: in the east. In the southwest o f the park is another Buddhist temple, Sinwonsa 

which is better known fo r a unique nearby shrine to  the mountain spirit.

M t.  Gyeryongsan is beau tifu l a ll year round bu t the valley around Gapsa 
Temple is especially beautiful in autumn when the surrounding forests turn color. 
Donghaksa Valley o^W^IR, meanwhile, is best visited in spring when its locally 
famous cherry blossoms bloom. The park is best approached from  either Daejeon 
o r Gongju. S  Free, but temples charge 2,000 won entrance ©  042-825-3004

Beautiful mountain scenery of Gyeryongsan National Park



Hiking M t. Gyeryongsan
The most com m only used h ik ing  tra il runs 

f r o m  G a p sa  T e m p le  in  th e  w e s t to  
D ong haksa  Tem p le  in  the  east (o r  visa 

versa). I t ’s a b it steep in  spots, p a rticu la r 
a ro u n d  the h ig h p o in t o f  G w aneum bong 

Peak 9S S  (816 m ), but the route provides 
te rr if ic  views over the ridgeline and takes 

y o u  p a s t m o s t o f  th e  p a r k ’s c u l tu r a l  

tre a s u re s . Y o u ’ l l  pass som e p le a s a n t 
w aterfalls along the way, too , most notably, 
Eunseon Fa lls  The 10 km  course

takes about fou r hours to  hike.

Gapsa Temple ^
O n the western slopes o f M t. Gyeryongsan 

resides Gapsa Temple. Founded in the first 
year o f the reign K ing  Guisin (420 A D ) o f 

Baekje by the Goguryeo m onk Ado, Gapsa 
is one o f Korea’s most h istoric temples and 

a magical place to  spend one’s time. Am idst 
the lush forests and cool runn ing streams, 

this is the perfect place to immerse oneself 
in  a perfect b lend o f sp iritu a l energy and 
nature’s majesty.

D urin g  the U nified Silla era (668-935),

GatbawiftSinseonbono

О
Sambuldong

Munpilbong le a k  

Yeoncheonbong’

О  Ssalgaebong Peak

О  Cheonwangbong Peak

Gapsa was one o f the 10 greatest temples o f 

the Avatamsaka school o f Buddhism, which 
e m p h a s iz e d  th e  t e a c h in g s  o f  th e  

A vatam saka S utra . Today, the tem ple  is 
hom e to  m a ny  handsom e, w izened  old  

structures and stone m onum ents. One o f 
the more impressive sites is a stone stupa У 

located a short w a lk  fro m  the main 

com pound. Fashioned in the Goryeo (935- 
1392) era, the stupa’s intricate carvings o f 

dragons and spirits are s till v iv id— Korean 
Buddhist a rt at its most sublime. Unique to 
the tem p le  is an iro n  po le  УЛ18УУ fro m  
w h ic h  B u d d h is t  b a n n e rs  w e re  once 

unfurled— dating from  the Unified Silla Era, 
i t  is one o f  o n ly  tw o  o f  its  k in d  s t i l l  in 

existence in  Korea. The temple also has in 
its possession a beautiful Buddhist tapestry 
from  the 17th century, a national treasure 

tha t is s till occasionally hung in the temple’s 
m ain courtyard on special days.

Just n e x t to  the tem ple  is a cha rm ing  

t r a d it io n a l teahouse n e x t to  a ru n n in g  
brook th a t is a ll the more lovely in  autumn, 
when the woods around i t  transform  in to  a 

r io t  o f color. I f  you continue from  Gapsa 
Temple from  the teahouse, you ’ ll enter the 
lush Gapsa Valley fro m  w h ich  the h ik ing  

path up M t. Gyeryongsan begins.
2,000 won ©041-857-8981

iksa Temple

Hwangjeokbong

o

Gapsa Valley



Stone stupa, Gapsa Temple

Donghaksa Temple
Located in a lovely valley on the east side o f 

th e  p a rk , D onghaksa  Tem p le  is one o f  
Korea’s largest Buddhist nunneries, home to 

approxim ate ly  150 Buddhist nuns both in 
tra in ing  and ordained.

A cco rd in g  to  legend, D onghaksa was 

founded as a temple fo r male monks by the 
S illa  m o n k  V e n . H o e u i in  7 2 4 , a n d  

expanded in  the 9 th  and 15th cen turies. 
M uch o f the temple was destroyed du ring  
the Korean War, so most o f w hat you see is 

p o s t-w a r re c o n s tru c tio n s . A  few  o f  the 
o ld e r b u ild in g s , how ever, date fro m  the 
1 9 th  c e n tu r y .  L ik e  o th e r  B u d d h is t  

nunneries, the grounds are excep tiona lly
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well kept; there’s certa in ly a feminine touch 
here. O ne  b u ild in g  w o rth  n o tin g  is the 

Samseonggak ( “ Th ree S p ir it H a l l ’’ ) 
beh ind  the  M a in  H a ll w here  images o f  

C h ilseong  (the  B ig D ip p e r), Sansin (the 

M o u n ta in  S p ir i t )  and  D o k s e o n g  (th e  
S o lita ry  S a in t) are k e p t, rep rese n ting  a 

merging o f Korea’s Taoist, Shamanist and 
Buddhist trad itions, respectively.

A lso  near the tem ple is another shrine, 
the Songmojeon H a ll =2 9 . J h js shrine is 

not Buddhist but Confucian, and holds the 

memorial tablets o f  K ing  Danjong, w ho at 

the age o f 13 was deposed by his uncle in a 
v iolent coup where six cou rt offic ia ls were 
executed fo r  th e ir lo y a lty  to  the deposed 
monarch. ©  042-825-3004

Donghaksa Temple

W hat  to 
Eat

Ш

As is the case with most Buddhist temples in Korea, there are a ton of restaurants in front of 
both Gapsa and Donghaksa temples, many specializing in sanchae bibimbap twuigjy (rice 
bowl mixed with mountain vegetables).

Most people stay in either Daejeon or Gongju, but if you’d prefer something closer, there are a 
number of small inns and minbak (homestay) facilities near Gapsa and Donghaksa. Also in 
front of Gapsa is Kapsa Youth Hostel У-Ч (041-856-4666), where clean—albeit
spartan—family rooms go for 55,000 won a night. If you’ve got a tent, there's also a camp 
ground (042-824-6005) near Donghaksa where you can set up for the night for 4,000 won 
(2,000 won electricity cost).

■ ■  Donghaksa Valley is best approached via Daejeon. Just take bus No. 107 from Daejeon
Station—the trip takes about an hour. Gapsa, meanwhile, is best approached via Gongju. Just 

TT , r  h°p on one of the many local buses to Gapsa from Gongju Bus Terminal. The trip takes about 
30 minutes.
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‘B r o t h e r  a n d  S is t e r  Pa g o d a s ’

About 20 minutes up the path to Gapsa from Donghaksa, you’ll come across a pair of 
old stone pagodas. The pagodas—one seven stories, the other five—are believed to 
have been erected in the 12th century and were once part o f a temple that was burned 
down in the Japanese invasions o f the late 16th century. They are called the 
“ Nammaetap,”  У тм  or “ Brother and Sister Pagodas,”  a name attributed to a legend — 
o f which there are several versions—associated w ith the pagodas.

In 660 AD, as the kingdom o f Baekje fell before an invasion by Silla and Tang China, a 
young nobleman from the Baekje royal family fled into the forests of Gyeryongsan to 
take up life as a Buddhist monk. Bereft o f his kingdom, he chose to live a simple life, 
building a small hermitage where he passed his days in prayer.

One snowy winter’s day, the monk was doing his devotions when he heard an animal 
roar. He went outside and saw a great tiger, its mouth open and in obvious pain. The 
monk—clearly w ith little  regard for his own well-being—took a look inside the tiger’s 
mouth and found an animal bone lodged in its throat. He pulled the bone out, but not 
w ithout admonishing the tiger for taking the life belonging to the bone. The grateful 
tiger registered its appreciation and disappeared into the woods.

The tiger did not reappear for some time after that, but one day, it suddenly showed 
up at the hermitage with a w ild boar in its mouth. It dropped the boar before the monk 
as an act o f gratitude. The monk, however, would have none o f it, and instead 
admonished the tiger again for taking another life.

A few days later, the monk was praying when he heard a sound outside. When he 
looked to see what it was, he found a beautiful young w om an-done  up for a 
wedding—lying on the ground, unconscious. He brought her inside to tend to her. 
When she came to, he asked how she came to be at a remote mountainside hermitage 
in the middle o f the night. She said that she was from the town of Sangju, and that on

her wedding day, a big tiger appeared. She 
passed out from fright and, when she awoke, 
she was at the hermitage. Since it was winter 
and the snow was deep, and Sangju quite a 
distance away, the monk and the young lady 
had little  choice but to live together until 
things warmed up.

While they lived together, the two fell in 
love, and the woman asked the monk to 
marry her. The monk, remaining true to his 
vow o f celibacy, refused, so instead they took 
a vow to live as brother and sister. And so 
they did, living the rest o f the ir lives at the 
hermitage as Buddhist monks, even entering 
Nirvana (a.k.a. dying) on the same day.

To commemorate their memory, monks 
erected the two pagodas that you see today.
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G e u m s a n  5-У-

Geumsan is a small market tow n south o f Daejeon best known as the ginseng 
capital o f Korea. A provincial backwater it m ight seem, but the town handles 70 
to  80%  o f Korea’s ginseng trade.

Geumsan has been famous fo r its ginseng since the Goryeo Dynasty (91 8 - 
1392). M uch o f the trad ing gets done at the spraw ling Geumsan Ginseng &  
Herbal M edicine M arke t (041-753-3219), Korea’s largest herbal
medicine market. This is a fascinating— and aromatic— place to  stroll and take in 
the vast array o f Korean medicinal herbs on sale. A t the International Ginseng 
M arke t you ’ll find  about 190 shops selling w hite ginseng (fresh
ginseng that has been dried); on market days, they’ ll sell up to  six tons o f the 
stuff. I f  you’d prefer undried ginseng, there’s another market for that, and i f  tha t’s 
not enough, there’s another nine-story general ginseng shopping complex ЗУУУё 
ИД9У!Е| w h ich , in add ition  to  selling ginseng products, hosts even a ginseng 

sauna.

Prices fo r ginseng are 20 to  50%  cheaper in Geumsan than elsewhere in Korea. 
The best days to  go are days ending in 2 o r 7, when sellers and buyers from  all 
over the country descend on the market. The fun begins from  2 am (the market is 
closed on the 10th, 20th and 30th o f every month). Geumsan Ginseng &  Herbal 
Medicine M arke t is w ith in  walking distance o f Geumsan Bus Terminal.

Geumsan Ginseng Festival
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Ginseng, the Magic Root
Korean ginseng-Panax ginseng C.A. Meyer—has 
been a prized commodity for centuries. In East Asia, 
ginseng root is used as a tonic: its rejuvenating 
properties are widely lauded (even if scientific 
studies of its effects have proven inconclusive).

Korean ginseng (or insam УУ) is usually called 
Goryeo ginseng, named for the medieval Korean 
kingdom that oversaw great developments in 
Korea’s ginseng cultivation. The ginseng root is sold 
in three forms:

• Undried Ginseng (susam ^1); This is fresh 
ginseng, straight from the ground. It spoils easily, 
however, making it difficult to transport.

• White Ginseng (baeksam Grown for four to 
six years and then peeled and sun-dried, white 
ginseng tends to be cheaper, but supposedly has 
less of a therapeutic effect.

• Red Ginseng (hongsam § ti) : Grown for six years 
and then steamed unpeeled, red ginseng is 
considered of the highest medical value among commonly available ginseng.

If you're lucky, you might happen upon some mountain ginseng, or sansam ''■< Its 
restorative properties are the stuff of legend—it’s said wild ginseng roots can be several 
hundreds of years old, and one such root recently sold for US$54,400. Ten year-old wild 
ginseng roots will usually run you about 100,000 won.

Ginseng also finds itself in a variety of foods and teas. Chicken ginseng soup, or 
samgyetang, is a popular dish in summer time. The soup is composed of a whole young 
chicken, stuffed with sticky rice, ginseng, dried jujube and other ingredients. Ginseng tea 
is also easy enough to find—served with honey, it’s a great pick-me-up.

When in the Capital of Ginseng, eat ginseng. As you walk through the market, you’ll even find 
stalls selling ginseng tempura, a treat you won’t find anywhere else in the country.

Korea’s best known ginseng dish is samgyetang y*iw  (chicken ginseng soup), a summertime 
specialty that is tasty and fortifying year-round. A good place to try this is the locally famous 
Wonjo Samgyetang l!'= (041-752-2678) in the Ginseng & Herbal Medicine Market—the 
“ special’’ samgyetang will set you back 14,000 won.

Frequent buses to Geumsan depart from Daejeon’s Dongbu Bus Terminal. The trip takes about 
50 minutes. If you wanted to get there from Seoul, buses to Geumsan depart every hour and a 
half from Seoul’s Express Bus Terminal in Gangnam. The trip takes about 2 hours, 40 minutes.
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G o n g j u

Today, Gongju is a small bur very pleasant provincial town on the bank o f the 
Geumgang River, about an hour’s drive from  Daejeon. To first-tim e visitors, it 
m ight not seem like much but, in fact, this tow n was, along w ith  nearby Buyeo, a 
cap ita l o f the ancient kingdom  o f Baekje (18 B C -A D  660). The once m ighty 
Korean dynasty’s highly sophisticated Buddhist culture le ft a lasting impact on 
both Korea and Japan; in the latter, Baekje traders, monks, scholars and artisans 
played a m ajor role in transm itting Buddhism, Chinese characters, pottery and 
other aspects o f continental culture to  the Japanese.

The Baekje kingdom may be long dead but the kingdom ’s heritage is still alive 
and well in Gongju, where you’ ll find fortresses, royal tombs and other relics of 
the tow n ’s royal past. A lso worth visiting is the Gongju National Museum 3 ^ «  
“ 'SS, home to  countless pieces o f art and other artifacts from  the Baekje era.

W hile you’re in town, you’ ll also want to visit the beautiful Buddhist monastery 
o f Magoksa D̂ AI, an architectural gem hidden away in the forested mountains 
north o f town. Gongju is also a good base from which to  explore Gyeryongsan 
National Park (see p353).

Mesmerizing Goryeo Dynasty artwork on stone pagoda, Magoksa Temple
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ц . . In Korea, the firs t centuries of the Common Era were defined by the epic 
У  struggles between the rival kingdoms o f Goguryeo, Baekje and Silla for 

dominance over the Korean Peninsula. The kingdom o f Baekje, which dominated 
southwestern Korea, developed a sophisticated culture thanks to its ties w ith China and 
adoption of Buddhism as the state religion. Baekje's profound regional influence played 
the leading role in transm itting Buddhism and Chinese culture to japan.

In AD 475, the Baekje capital located near Seoul fell to Goguryeo. The kingdom 
established its new capital on the banks o f the Geumgang River, naming it Ungjin, or 
“ Bear Port" (see next page). For 63 years, Ungjin (current day Gongju) was the center of 
the thriving kingdom, complete w ith grand palaces and spectacular temples. It was at 
this time that Buddhism was declared Baekje’s state religion.

For internal political reasons, the kingdom moved its capital to nearby Buyeo in 538. 
Nevertheless, the city thrived until the destruction of Baekje by a Chinese-Silla invasion 
in 660. The town continued to serve as one of the cultural, economic and political 
centers o f the Chungcheong-do region well into modern times. It was the capital o f the 
province o f Chungcheong-do from 1602 to 1895, and with the division of the province 
into north (buk) and south (nam), the capital o f Chungcheongnam-do from 1896 to 1932, 
when the provincial capital was moved to the new but booming railway town o f Daejeon.



Gongsanseong Fortress, a Baekje Dynasty fortress with views over Geumgang River

Today, Gongju is a small provincial city and something of a local educational center 
with several universities and high schools. Its place in the urban pecking order may or 
may not be set for a dramatic change, however, depending on the fate o f an ambitious 
regional development scheme to build a new national administrative city in parts of 
Gongju and a neighboring county (see p 363).

Ta le  o f  t h e  S h e -B e a r

One day, a female bear, lonely after years of watching humans go about their 
business, kidnapped a local fisherman to make him her husband. At first, the 
fisherman was afraid and refused, so the bear trapped him in her cave by blocking its 
entrance w ith a large boulder. She took good care o f him and after a couple o f years 
some degree o f affection developed between the two. The couple even had two cubs. 
Figuring she could trust her husband not to leave, the bear le ft the cave unblocked as 
she went to gather food. The husband bolted from the cave after sensing freedom for 
the first time in years. When she discovered that her husband had fled, the bear, 
overcome w ith sadness, jumped into the river w ith  her two cubs and drowned.

The waters o f the Geumgang River grew rough after the bear’s death. To ease the 
resentment o f the dead bear’s sp irit and calm the waves, local fishermen bu ilt a shrine 
for the bear. It is from th is shrine that Gongju took its classic name, Ungjin (“ Bear 
Port"). To this day, on a bend in the Geumgang River in the west o f town, there is an 
old ferry crossing (no longer in use) called Gomnaru (a purely Korean term for 
“ Bear Port"), where you’ll find a small shrine (of recent manufacture) housing a stone 
bear carving from the 6th century.



Gongsanseong Fortress
W ith  a com manding view  o f  the Geumgang 
R iv e r ,  G o n g s a n s e o n g  F o r t re s s  w as  

o r ig in a l ly  b u i l t  d u r in g  the  Baekje era , 
a lth o u g h  th e  c u r re n t  s to n e  w a lls  and 

p a v ilio n s  da te  fro m  the Joseon era and 
la te r. The fo rtress  m akes fo r  a p leasant 
w a lk  w ith  nice views o f  the river, and i t ’s 

n o t  to o  fa r  f ro m  th e  ro y a l to m b s  o f  
Songsan-ri (see right).

The w a lls— w h ich  are a b o u t 6 m high 
and 3 m wide— run fo r about 3 km , so you 
can  p ro b a b ly  w a lk  th e  fo r tre s s  in  its  

entirety in  tw o  and a ha lf hours. A long the 
w a y  y o u 'l l  pass a n u m b e r o f  gates and 
pavilions, inc lud ing  the M anharu Pavilion 

overlooking the Geumgang R iver З У  

and, just behind it, a well-preserved stone
w alled w ater w ell excavated in  the 1980s. 
N e a r the M a n h a ru  P a v ilio n  is a lso the 

Buddhist temple o f Yeongeunsa which 
is famous fo r producing the soldier-monks 

w h o  fo u g h t to  de fend K orea  d u r in g  the 
Japanese invasions o f  the late 16th century.

Geumgang Bridge
R ig h t n e x t to  G ongsanseong Fortress is 
Geumgang Bridge, b u ilt over the Geumgang 

R ive r in  1933 as a w ay o f  com pensating 
G ongju fo r m oving the provincia l capital to  
Daejeon. Parts o f the bridge were blown up

Gongsanseong Fortress

by American troops du ring  the Korean War 
to  stop the N o rth  Koreans fro m  crossing 

the river. The bridge is l i t  up at night.

Royal Tombs of Songsan-ri
O n a hills ide near the Geumgang R iver is 
one o f G ongju ’s most visited attractions—  

seven royal tom bs from  when Gongju was 
the capital o f the Baekje kingdom . Some o f 

the tombs were discovered in the early 20th 
ce n tu ry , a lth o u g h  the  m ost fam ous, the 
Tom b o f  K ing  M uryeon g  (also kn o w n  as 

Tomb N o . 7), was accidentally discovered 
in  1971 during maintenance o f the others. 

T h e  d is co ve ry  p ro ve d  to  be one o f  the 
b iggest f in d s  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  K o re an  
a r c h e o lo g y .  T h e  l o n g - lo s t  t o m b ,  

und is tu rbed  by grave robbers, con ta ined 
some 2 ,9 06  a r tifa c ts — 12 o f w h ich  were 
designated N a tio n a l Treasures— includ ing



ro y a l c ro w n s , g o ld  je w e lry  and o th e r  
v a lu a b le s . In te re s t in g ly ,  i t  is the  o n ly  

K orean  to m b  d a tin g  back to  the Th ree  
K ingdom s Period in  w h ich  the entombed 

in d iv id u a l and the year o f  c o n s tru c tio n  

have been identified.

Another one o f the tom bs. Tom b N o. 6, 

is no ted  fo r  its  b e a u tifu l,  a lb e it g re a tly  
faded, w a ll m u ra ls  o f  the fo u r  m y th ica l 

guardians o f  the card ina l d irections: Blue 
Dragon to  the east. W hite  T iger to  the west.

Red Phoenix to  the south and Black Turtle 

to  the north.
The tombs o f Songsan-ri are bu ilt o f brick 

w ith  arched ceilings, covered over w ith  a 

m ound o f earth. They resemble s im ila r ly

A N e w  Ca p it a l ?

Due to overcrowding in Seoul and the over-concentration o f economic, social and 
political clout in the capital, Korean leaders have been ta lking about moving the 
capital from Seoul for quite some time. The Chungcheong provinces, due to their 
central location (far from the DMZ and North Korea) and politically critical role as 
“ swing”  provinces have been the favored location for the transfer. In the 1980s, 
Daejeon was the city most often discussed as a potential new capital; indeed, 
several government agencies were moved to Daejeon in 1997, when a new 
government complex opened in the city.

In August 2004, however, the Korean government decided on a m ulti-billion dollar 
project to build a new capital city by 2030. For the site o f the new city, the 
government chose a nearly 73 square km plot that includes parts of rural Gongju and 
the neighboring town of Yeongi. In October 2004, however, the Constitutional Court 
o f Korea ruled that the relocation o f the national capital was unconstitutional, 
explaining that something o f that magnitude required either a national referendum 
or amendment o f the Korean constitution. To get around th is, the government 
submitted a revised plan that would move almost the entire government to the new 
city but leave the presidential mansion o f Cheong Wa Dae in Seoul, allowing the 
latter to remain, at least technically, Korea’s capital. In 2007, the government 
released a detailed plan to build a so-called Multi-functional Administrative City, 
named Sejong Special Autonomous City, after the brilliant 15th century monarch, 
which would house nine ministries, several other government bodies and about 
500,000 people. This plan was passed by the National Assembly w ith support of 
both the ruling and opposition parties.

As o f the writing o f this book, construction was ongoing at the site o f the new city, 
the first stages o f which are expected to be completed by 2015.

Tomb No. 7. Songsan-ri



B a e k je  c ro w n  o rn a m e n ts .  G o n g ju  N a tio n a l M u s e u m  (le ft) M y th ic a l s to n e  b e a s t, G o n g ju  N a tio n a l M u s e u m

arched brick tombs bu ilt in southern China, 

in d ica tin g  the close re la tions and v ib ra n t 
cultural exchange between Baekje and China.

I t  used to  be th a t you cou ld  en ter the 
tombs bu t they are now  permanently closed 
to protect them. O n a positive note, there is 

an e x h ib i t  a t the  fo o t o f  the  h i l l  w ith  

re-creations o f the tom bs tha t v is itors  are 
encouraged to  enter and experience. M any 

o f the artifacts discovered inside the tombs 
are n o w  k e p t a t th e  G o n g ju  N a t io n a l 
Museum. ©  9 am to 6 pm ф  1,500 won (£) 
041-840-2548

Gongju National Museum
The G ongju N ationa l Museum moved to  its 

cu rren t hom e, an impressive cutting-edge 
f a c i l i t y ,  in  2 0 0 4 . T h a n k s  to  its  f in e  

collection o f Baekje-era artifacts, many o f 
them  fro m  the T om b o f  K ing  M uryeong , 
the museum is one o f  K orea ’s finest and 
well w o rth  a visit.

The museum has three exh ib ition halls—  
a special exh ib it ha ll, a hall dedicated to  the 
artifacts  removed from  the Tom b o f  K ing  

M uryeong, and another fo r artifacts from  
G ongju’s stin t as the royal capital. Among 
the  m o s t im p re ss ive  a r t ifa c ts  are g o ld  

o rn a m e n ts  f ro m  th e  c ro w n s  o f  K in g  
M u ry e o n g  a n d  h is  qu e e n  ( N a t io n a l  
T reasu re  N o . 1 5 4 ), a s tone sta tue  o f  a 

legendary an im a l th a t guarded the tom b

( N a t io n a l  T re a s u re  N o .  1 6 2 ) , a n d  a

B uddhist stele w ith  brea th tak ing  carvings
and in s c rip tio n s  (N a tio n a l Treasure N o .

108). The o n ly  incovenience is th a t the
museum is s itua ted  som ew hat o u t o f  the
w ay from  G ongju’s other historic sites.

©  9 am to  6 pm (weekdays), 9 am to 7 pm 
(weekends). Special night hours to 9 pm every 
Saturday (Apr to Oct). Closed Mondays. 
Admission ends one hour prior to closing, 
ф  Free В  Take Bus No. 8 from Gongju Bus 
Terminal o r walk about 20 minutes from the 
Royal Tombs of Songsan-ri. @  041-850-6336 
6  http://gongju.museum.go.kr

Old Gongju Town Hall ^
B uilt in  1920, this small but impressive 

Huropean-style structure was used as 
G ongju Town H a ll from  1930 to  1986. It

m H a

http://gongju.museum.go.kr


Jung-dong Catholic Church, built by French missionaries in 1937

was later used as an art academy before 
being transformed in to  an a rt and design 
space. In  add ition to  hosting a rt exhibits, it  

is also home to  a rather pleasant cafe. The 
area around it  has been turned in to  a small 

a rt park.

Jung-dong Catholic Church
S it t in g  h ig h  a to p  a h i l l  o v e r lo o k in g  
d o w n to w n  G ong ju , th is  beau tifu l G oth ic  

r e d - b r ic k  c h u rc h  w as  b u i l t  in  1 9 3 7 , 
a lthough the church itself was founded by 

French missionaries in 1897.

There’s some good eating to be had at Gomanaru Dol Ssambap зощщ 5УУ (041-857-9999), 
just across from the Gongsanseong Fortress parking lot. Order the dolssam jeongsik 
(20,000 won), and you’ll get bulgogi, a table full of side dishes and rice mixed with beans and 
vegetables steamed in a stone pot. You put a spoonful of rice in a lettuce leaf, top it with a 
slice of meat and some veggies, wrap it up and eat. Minimum order is two persons, though. 
Also across from Gonsanseong Fortress is Saeihak Garden лНо№7^ (041-854-2030), a local 
institution that has been doing Gongju specialties gukbap (rice in meaty broth, 8,000 won) 
and seokgalbi (marinated pork ribs, 11,000 won) for over 60 years.

The selection of places to stay isn’t great compared to Daejeon. The swankiest place in town is 
the Hotel Kumgang s y e s s u  (041-852-1071) a nice enough, mid-range place near Gongju Bus 
Terminal that’ ll run you 40,000 won a night (50,000 won on weekends).

If you’re in a group, another option is Gongju Hanok M a e u lS ^ - 0®  (041-840-2763), a 
cluster of some recently built Korean traditional hanok homes used as guesthouses. Rooms 
cost 120,000 won a night, with each room holding up to eight. The complex is out by Gongju 
National Museum, so use bus No. 8 to get there.

G etting Around Gongju: Gongju Bus Terminal is just on the north side of the Geumgang River. 
Most of the historic sites are within walking distance of each other on or near the south bank 
of the river. Gongju National Museum, however, is probably best reached via bus or taxi. 
G etting to /fro m  Gongju: From Gongju Bus Terminal (041-855-8114) there are frequent buses 
to Daejeon (4,000 won, 1 hr), Seoul (7,700-8,600 won, 1 hr 50 min) and Buyeo (4,000 won, 1 
hr).
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Magoksa Temple
Magoksa Temple is one o f the m ost beautifu l Buddhist monasteries in the country. The 

com plex is a cornucopia o f protected cu ltu ra l properties, includ ing five na tiona lly registered 
treasures. As i f  this weren’t  enough, the temple is surrounded by verdant hillsides as far as 

the eye can see. H idden away among these hillsides, the temple gets far fewer visitors than 
you ’d expect fo r one o f its size.

Depending on which legend you believe, the temple was founded in either A D  642 or 
847. Located in  the m idd le o f  nowhere, the monastery has served as a place o f refuge 

throughout Korea’s turbu len t past. It survived the Japanese invasion o f 1592 (when most o f 
Korea was bu rn t to  the ground), and sheltered even the legendary Korean independence 

figh te r K im  Gu, w ho hid  there after escaping fro m  prison in  1898. K im  is said to  have 
planted the lovely Chinese jun iper tree tha t grows in the temple’s main courtyard.

Once you cross the stone bridge over the wide stream in fro n t o f the temple, you’ re in a 
d iffe rent w orld . A fte r a fire , the temple was rebu ilt in  1651; much o f the current com plex 
dates back to  this reconstruction.

The most magnificent hall is the Daeungbojeon a massive tw o-story wooden hall

housing images o f the Sakyamuni Buddha, flanked by the Am itabha Buddha and Medicine 
Buddha. According to  legend, i f  you hug one o f its huge wooden p illa rs, you ’re assured 
entry in to  N irvana. The hall sits on a terrace overlooking the rest o f the monastery.
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J u s t b e lo w  th e  D a e u n g b o je o n  is  th e  
Daegwangbojeon cii3S 9> another large wooden 

hall housing an image o f the Vairocana Buddha. 

U nusually, the Buddha faces east ra the r than 
south, as is most com mon in  Korean Buddhist 

temples.
The simple Yeongsanjeon H a ll 9 9 9 , located 

a t the fro n t o f  the co m p le x , co n ta in s  1,000 

B uddha  sta tues, a ll o f  w h ic h — i f  you  lo o k  
closely— are slightly d ifferent from  one another.

Also unusual is the five-story pagoda in fro n t 

o f the Daeungbojeon. Erected in  the G oryeo 
(935-1392) era, it  is topped by a bronze crown 

s im ila r to  those fou nd  in  La m an is t countries 
such as T ib e t, ind ica tin g  the in fluence o f  the 
M o n g o l- ru le d  Yuan D ynas ty  th a t occup ied  

Korea in the latter Goryeo era.

r g f r  The obligatory tourist village at the entrance to the temple has plenty of places to eat. One 
V ? ' particular place of note is the Taehwa Sikdang E!|£!-"9 (041-841-8020) which does traditional
what 10 mountain vegetable cuisine. If you’re in a group, give the deodeok jeongsik 1-S 9 (grilled

bellflower root with rice, soup and side dishes) for 14,000 won; or have the sanchae bibimbap 
уадщ у (rice mixed with mountain veggies, 7,000 won).

Bus No. 7 from Gongju Bus Terminal goes to Magoksa. The trip takes about 40 minutes.
Tr anspor t
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B u y e o

Few places in Korea exude as strong a rustic charm as Buyeo. A small provincial 
tow n  today, Buyeo was once the p roud  cap ita l o f a m ighty k ingdom  whose 
cu ltu ra l influence could be fe lt as fa r afie ld as Japan. Its m ighty temples and 
palaces now lie in ruins, but reminders o f the kingdom ’s golden age are scattered 
throughout the town. Because both cities were capitals o f their respective realms 
during the Three Kingdoms Period, Buyeo is often compared to  Gyeongju. The 
comparisons, however, only go so far. W hile both towns have more than their fa ir 
share o f  h is to rica l remains, G yeongju is fa r la rger and h is to rica lly  was the 
recipient o f far greater government largesse. Although it enjoys a great deal more 
tourism than most towns o f its size, Buyeo is still pretty sleepy.

That being said, Buyeo’s mellow nature is part o f its attraction. I f  Gyeongju is 
characterized by tr ium p ha lism , Buyeo is touched by the sweet sadness o f a 
defeated capital. Its ruins remain, fo r the most part, just that— ruins. Its most 
renowned tou ris t site is where several thousand cou rt ladies com m itted mass 
suicide (at least according to legend). The former royal garden Gungnamji Pond 3  
3*1 is a microcosm o f the tow n ’s esprit de corps— you could happily spend the day 

w ith  a bottle o f makgeolli rice wine, watching the w illo w  trees and contemplating 
the c ity ’s former greatness.

H istnrv Buyeo’s glory days marked the cultural height o f the Baekje kingdom, one 
У of three ancient Korean kingdoms that vied with one another for

domination o f the Korean Peninsula during the Three Kingdoms Period (57 BC-668 AD).
In 538, King Seong of Baekje moved his capital from Ungjin, modern Gongju, to a well- 
protected bend in the navigable Baengmagang River "W a. This capital would be called 
Sabi, modern Buyeo. It was during Baekje’s so-called “ Sabi Period”  that Baekje culture— 
often regarded as the most sophisticated among those o f the Three Kingdoms—truly 
blossomed. In particular, w ith royal patronage, Buddhism flowered. Baekje’s kings 
worked hard to spread the faith not only w ith in  their own borders but overseas—in 538, 
a Baekje royal mission introduced Buddhism to Japan.

Baekje’s rich culture was not enough to protect it from its enemies, however. In 660, 
Baekje’s sometime ally (and sometime enemy) Silla concluded an alliance with Tang 
China, the superpower o f its day. The two allies then launched a jo in t invasion o f Baekje, 
overrunning its defenses and laying siege to Sabi. The capital quickly capitulated and 
the last Baekje king, King Uija, surrendered his kingdom. A later attempt by one o f his 
sons to restore the kingdom ended in failure.

Even in defeat, however, Sabi played an instrumental role in the development o f East 
Asian culture. When Constantinople fell to  the Turks in 1453, learned Greek refugees 
flooded the West, lending impetus to the Renaissance. Likewise, the flood o f Baekje 
refugees to Japan in the wake o f the fall o f Sabi contributed mightily to the development 
of Asuka culture in Japan.
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Layout Buyeo’s urban area is small enough that you could, theoretically, make
your way everywhere by foot, although if  you’re traveling from one end to 

the other (say, from Busosanseong Fortress in the north to Gungnamji Pond in the 
south), you’ ll probably want to cab it. Most o f Buyeo’s major sites are located in the town 
itself. The major exception to this is the Baekje Culture Land complex, located north of 
the Geumgang River. Getting there requires a bus ride.

Jeongnimsa Temple Site SiMxi
In  the m iddle o f tow n is the form er site o f 

Jeongn im sa, one o f  the Baekje c a p ita l’s 
most im portan t temples. The temple, which 

flou rished du rin g  the Baekje and G oryeo 
eras, has since disappeared, yet the massive 

stone pagoda and a seated stone Buddha 
re m a in . T h e  pa goda  is a p a r t ic u la r ly  

va lu a b le  c u ltu ra l p ro p e r ty  (d es igna ted  
N a tiona l Treasure N o . 9) since i t ’s one o f 
o n ly  tw o  re m a in in g  Baekje pagodas. Its 

na rrow  base and th in  ro o f stones indicate

th a t i t  was b u ilt  to  resemble the gracefu l 
w o o d e n  p a g o d a s  t h a t  u s e d  t o  be 

com m onp lace at temples th ro u g h o u t the 
k in g d o m  (and are s t i l l  com m onp lace  at 

temples in Baekje’s cu ltu ra l protege, Japan).
A fte r the fa ll o f Buyeo in  660, Chinese 

General Su Dingfang defaced the pagoda by 
e tch in g  pra ise  o f  h is  co n q u e r in g  o f  the 

Baekje k ingdom — lo o k  carefu lly, and you 
can still see it  on all fou r sides o f the base. 

The s itting stone Buddha, meanwhile, dates 
f ro m  the  G o ry e o  e ra . T h e re ’s a s m a ll



Jeongnimsa Pagoda (left), Model of old Jeongnimsa Temple

museum dedicated to the temple and Baekje 

culture, too.

©  10 am to 5 pm (Oct-M ar), 9 am to 7 pm 
(Apr-Sep) eg 1,500 won ®  041-830-2721 
6  www.jeongnimsaji.or.kr

Buyeo National Museum
The Buyeo N a tion a l M useum , located on 

the southern o u tsk irts  o f  to w n , is one o f 
K o re a ’s la rg e s t re p o s ito r ie s  o f  B aekje  

h istory and culture, home to  some 13,000 
items. The museum is very v is ito r-friend ly 
and a ge nu ine ly  p leasant p lace to  s tro ll 

around.
The museum’s pride and joy  is the g ilt- 

bronze Incense Burner o f Baekje 

s , a na tiona l treasure. Excavated fro m  a 

tem ple site in 1993, the incense burner is 

one o f the country ’s finest w orks o f Baekje 
art. The lid — a bronze representation o f a 
Taoist paradise— is covered w ith  some 75 

m ounta in  peaks populated by a ll sorts o f 
figures, human, an im al and m yth ical. The 
lid  is capped by a phoenix. The body o f the 
b u rn e r is decora ted  w ith  lo tu s  blossom  

patterns, w h ile  the stand is a dragon. You 
could stare at it  fo r  hours and not feel the 
tim e pass.

Ф  9 am to 6 pm (7 pm on weekends). Open till 9 
pm on Saturday, Apr to Oct. Closed Mondays 
d i  Free 6  buyeo.museum.go.kr

Gungnamji Pond 5У*1
Th is  pleasure pond, b u ilt  by Baekje K ing 

M u  in 634 as Korea’s firs t a rtific ia l pond, is 
arguably Buyeo’s most re laxing spot. In the 

middle o f the w illo w  tree-lined pond is an 
island connected to  the shore by a narrow  

wooden bridge. You could lie a ll day in the 
cool shade o f the island’s handsome Korean

Beautiful Baekje incense burner

http://www.jeongnimsaji.or.kr


Famed lotus blossoms of Gungnamji Pond, one of Korea's most idyllic spots

pav ilion , sipping a beverage and watching 
the lo n g  w il lo w  branches sw ay w ith  the 

summer breeze. The pond exerts a romantic 
charm tha t doesn’t  easily let go.

Beginning from  M ay, the pond is covered 
w ith  beautifu l lotus blossoms, so make sure 
you ’ve got you r camera handy. The pond 

and pavilion are also l i t  up a t n ight, which 
makes them  the pe rfect place to  spend a 

summer evening.

Busosanseong Fortress
A t the no rth  end o f  tow n, located on a bend 

in the Baengmagang River, is a small h illock 
w ith  some o ld  e a rth w o rks . T h is  h illo c k , 
called Busosanseong Fortress, used to  serve 

as the rear garden o f the Baekje royal palace 
(long since destroyed), a northw ard defense 
position and, in times o f war, an emergency 

p a la ce  w h e re  th e  k in g  c o u ld  re m a in  
protected behind its stone and earthen walls 
th a t  r in g e d  the  h i l lo c k  and  c l i f f s  th a t 
plunged in to  the Baengmagang River.

T o d a y , th e re ’s n o t m u ch  le f t  o f  the  
fortress o r the palace facilities that adorned 
i t ,  o th e r than  some e a rth w o rk s  and the 

foundations o f o ld  temples and pavilions. 
In  m o re  recen t decades, som e K o re an  

tra d it io n a l pav ilions  and o th e r structures

have been bu ilt on o r moved to  the h illock.
A ll in  a ll,  Busosanseong is a p leasant 

place to  stretch y o u r legs— the h illo c k  is 

criss-crossed w ith  w a lk in g  paths th a t are 

pleasantly shaded by trees o f the forest that 
surrounds the park, ф 2,000 won

Nakhwaam Rock
A t the north end o f Busosanseong Fortress is a 

c lif f that plunges into the Baengmagang River. 
A top  th is  c l i f f  is a rocky ou tcrop tha t has 

come to  be known as Nakhwaam ( “ Falling 
Flower Rock"). This beautifu l name masks 
the heart-rending tale associated w ith the site.

In 660, the southeastern kingdom  o f Silla 
made up its m ind to  b ring  the w arfare o f 
the Three Kingdoms Period to an end once 

and fo r a ll. Silla and its ally, Tang China, 
launched a two-pronged invasion o f Baekje. 

T h e  a ll ie d  fo rce , led by legendary  S illa  
c o m m a n d e r K im  Y u -s in  and C h ine se  
general Su D ingfang (who w ould  later earn 
g lo r y  e x p a n d in g  C h ine se  in flu e n c e  in  

Central Asia), defeated Baekje’s army which 
was led by the tra g ic a lly  he ro ic  G eneral 
G yebaek a t the B a ttle  o f  H w angsanbeol 

and la id  siege to  the royal capital o f Sabi, 
modern Buyeo.

K ing U ija and the crow n prince managed



to  escape to  U ng jin , m odern G ong ju , but 

the rest o f the court took protection behind 
the walls o f Busosanseong Fortress. There 

w as n o th in g  th e  d e fe n d e rs  c o u ld  d o , 
how ever, and the  fo rtre ss  fe ll.  Samguk 
Yusa, a 13 th  c e n tu ry  h is to ry  o f  K o re a , 
re c o rd s  t h a t ,  r a th e r  th a n  s u r re n d e r  

themselves to  the Silla and Chinese troops, 
some 3 ,0 0 0  c o u r t  lad ies  le a p t to  th e ir  

deaths fro m  N akhw aam , th e ir  flu tte r in g  
robes resem bling fa llin g  f lo w e r petals as 

th e y  c ra s h e d  in to  th e  w a v e s  o f  th e  
Baengmagang River below.

The rock, capped by a pav ilion  b u ilt in 
1929, provides an outstanding view o f  the 

broad, meandering Baengmagang River and 
the s u rro u n d in g  co u n trys id e . D e fin ite ly  

w orth  the time and e ffo rt to reach it.

Goransa Temple
J u s t  b e lo w  N a k h w a a m  R o c k  a n d  

overlooking the river is Goransa Temple. A 
small Buddhist temple it  may be, bu t what 
i t  la c k s  in  s ize  i t  m a kes  up  in  o th e r  

enchantments. In  back o f the main hall is a 
ve ry  fam ous  m in e ra l s p r in g  w here  the 

w ate r, acco rd ing  to  legend, w o u ld  make

Nakhwaam Rock, where 3,000 Baekje court 
ladies leaped to their deaths

Murals at Goransa Temple

you younger. The k ings o f  Baekje d rank  
w a te r fro m  th is  w e ll everyday, i t  is said. 

Nowadays, the water’s ab ility  to  tu rn  back 
the clock is looked upon w ith  skepticism in 

some quarte rs bu t i t ’s nevertheless qu ite  
refreshing on a hot summer’s day.

Be sure to  look at the wall murals in the 
back o f the m ain ha ll— especially the one 
te llin g  the ta le  o f  the 3 ,0 00  c o u rt ladies 

w ho plunged to  the ir deaths nearby.

fjSS
R i v e r  C r u i s e s

When in Buyeo, take the short cruise on 
the Baengmagang River past Nakhwaam. 
You're afforded some outstanding views, 
and the experience proves quite relaxing. 
There’s a pier right next to Goransa 
Temple; this is where you get on the 
regular cruise boats. Most boats will 
drop you off at Gudeurae Park a
pleasant picnic ground on the banks of 
the Baengmagang River. If you like, you 
can also take the boat all the way down 
to Subukjeong Pavilion : which
overlooks the bend in the river south of 
town, near Gungnamji Pond.
[FARES] Goransa-Gudeurae Park: 3,500 
won one way, 5,500 won round-trip. 
Goransa-Subukjeong Pavilion: 6,000 
won one way, 9,000 won round trip.
More info: 041-830-2523
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Th e  Ba l l a d  o f  S e o d o n g

The 13th century history book Samguk Yusa (“ Memorabilia o f the Three Kingdoms” ) 
relates the tale o f King Mu (600-641), the 30th king o f Baekje. As a young man, when 
he went by the name of Seodong, he fell in love w ith a beautiful princess o f the rival 
Silla kingdom, Princess Seonhwa. The clever Seodong devised a brilliant (if perhaps a 
tad outside-the-box) plan to win her hand. He intentionally spread a scandalous 
song—the Seodongyo (“ Ballad of Seodong")—about himself and the princess 
amongst Silla’s people. Hearing the song, the outraged King jinpyeong o f Silla had the 
princess banished from his kingdom. Taking refuge in Baekje, the princess in her 
misfortune was comforted by Seodong, and the two went on to marry.

According to legend, Seonhwa would sail about Gungnamji Pond in a rowboat w ith 
King Mu to soothe the former Silla princess’s homesickness.

Baekje Cultural Land « Ш * !  & 
Baekje History & Culture Museum

O n the northern side o f the Baengmagang 
R iv e r  y o u ’ l l  f in d  th e  m a ss ive  B aek je  

C u ltu ra l Land com plex, w h ich , its theme 
p a rk -e s q u e  na m e  a s id e , is  r e a l ly  an 

impressive collection o f reconstructions o f 
Baekje architecture, inc lud ing  a recreated 
Baekje palace, a royal Buddhist temple, an 

e n tire  B aekje  v il la g e  and some Baekje 
tombs moved to the site from  other places

in Buyeo. The com plex opened in 2006; it 
is  m o s t ly  f in is h e d ,  a lth o u g h  w o rk  is 

scheduled fo r fina l com pletion in 2013.
A  v is it to  the park gives visitors a chance 

t o  a p p r e c ia t e  th e  g r a n d e u r  a n d  
sophistication o f Baekje culture, at least in 

te rm s  o f  a r c h i te c tu r e .  P r io r  t o  th e  
c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  p a rk ,  we c o u ld  
appreciate the craftsmanship o f Baekje only 

th ro u g h  Japanese tem p les  lik e  N a ra ’s 
H o ryu ji (whose architecture reflects Baekje 

te c h n iq u e s  a n d  in f lu e n c e ) ,  B a e k je -

Baekje Cultural Land
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f t

influenced S illa arch itectu re , and the few 

re m a in in g  Baekje s ton e  m o n u m e n ts  in 
Korea. The most eye-catching piece is the 

five-story wooden pagoda at the recreated 
Buddhist temple. I f  you ’ve vis ited Japan’s 

K yoto  o r Nara, you w ill no doubt recognize 
the s im ila r it ie s , fu r th e r  evidence o f  the 

c u ltu ra l im p a c t Baekje had on K o re a ’s 
neighbor across the East Sea.

A ls o  p a r t  o f  th e  c o m p le x  is B aek je  
H is to ry  &  C ulture Museum, a good place

to  in tro d u c e  y o u rs e lf  to  the  g lo r ie s  o f  

Baekje cu ltu re . The museum is heavy on 
recreations ra the r than  real a rtifa c ts  (fo r 
those, go to the Buyeo N ationa l Museum), 

bu t i f  you 're  at Baekje C u ltu ra l Land, i t ’s 

w orth  a visit.

©  9 am to 6 pm (Mar to Oct). 9 am to 5 pm (Nov 
to Feb). Admission ends one hour prior to 
closing ф  9,000 won. Includes admission to the 
Baekje History & Culture Museum @ Take a bus 
to Baekje History & Culture Museum from 
Buyeo Bus Terminal. ®  041-830-3400 
d  www.bhm.or.kr

There are frequent buses to Buyeo from Seoul, Daejeon and Gongju. Buses to Buyeo depart 
from Seoul’s Dong Seoul Terminal. The trip costs 14,400 won and takes about two and a half 
hours. Buses from Daejeon’s Seobu Bus Terminal to Buyeo cost 6,600 won, and the trip takes 
about an hour. Buses from Gongju to Buyeo cost 4,000 won, and the trip takes about 40 
minutes.

Like in Gongju, dolssambap S t iy  (stone pot-cooked rice and meat eaten wrapped in lettuce 
leaves) is a local specialty. Gudeurae Dolssambap 5ЙУ (041-836-9259), near Gudeurae 
Park, is the place to try th is—the bulgogi dolssambap в27! will cost you 14,000 won.

Another local specialty to try is yeonipbap 2 УУ-псе wrapped and steamed in lotus leaves- 
at Baekje-ui Jip «waiti (041-834-1212) in front of Busosanseong Fortress. The soburi yeonbap 
£¥ai y y  (12,000 won) comes with the yeonipbap and bulgogi. Yeonipbap is said to have 
originated at the Buddhist temples of the Buyeo area—one local newspaper called it “ a 
mandala on the table." For something a bit simpler, try the rustically charming Jangwon 
Makguksu (041-835-6561), where you can score some delicious memil makguksu ^

(cold buckwheat noodles) for 5,500 won.

Blending traditional Baekje form and artistry with stylish modern design, the architecturally 
stunning Lotte Buyeo Resort swiv-oiaisr (041-939-1000, www.lottebuyeoresort.com) is the 
place to stay if money is no concern. Hotel and condo rooms are available—the big difference 
being that you can cook in the latter. Rooms begin at 120,000 won. The spa costs extra (21,000 
won) but those staying at the resort receive 30% discounts. The resort, which opened in 
September 2010, is located right next to Baekje Cultural Land. Construction of other facilities, 
including a golf course, is ongoing. Another good option is Samjeong Buyeo Youth Hostel 
oisas-ami (041-835-3101, www.buyeoyh.com), a pleasant establishment near Gudeurae Park 
where clean, hostel-style rooms go for 16,000 won a night. It also has a nice “ pension" or villa 
section where you can rent a small cottage for 44,000 won (for 3 to 4 people) to 70,000 won 
(for 7 people) a night on weekends. Overlooking the Baengmagang River in the north of town, 
the Baekje Tourist Hotel ЭДйУеУ (041-835-0870) is Buyeo’s other swanky place with rooms 
going for 78,000 to 350,000 won a night. There are numerous small motels and inns around 
town, too, with most going for 30,000 won a night. Finally, south of Gungnamji Pond is the 
Baekjegwan ' W  (041-832-2721), an 18th century Korean aristocrat's home now used as a 
guesthouse. There are only four rooms, ranging in rates from 50,000 won to 100,000 won a 
night, so you need to book early. The home is gorgeous, though, and a marvelous opportunity 
to experience the beauty of old Korea.

http://www.bhm.or.kr
http://www.lottebuyeoresort.com
http://www.buyeoyh.com
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The K in g d o m  o f  Baekje  

F o u n d in g

According to the Samguk Sagi, a 12th century Korean history text, the kingdom of 
Baekje was founded in 57 BC by King Onjo. The son o f King Dongmyeong, the founder 
o f the northern Korean kingdom of Goguryeo, Onjo, his brother Biryu and their 
followers left Goguryeo to settle the fertile Hangang River basin. Onjo established a 
city, Wiryeseong, on the Hangang River in today’s Seoul. He called his new country 
Sipje, or “ Ten Vassals.”  Biryu, meanwhile, chose to settle in today’s Incheon. Onjo’s 
settlement prospered while Biryu’s did not. Biryu demanded his brother’s throne and 
when this demand was rejected, he declared war. After losing the war, Biryu committed 
suicide, and his followers left the Incheon area for Wiryeseong. His kingdom thus 
enlarged, Onjo renamed his country Baekje (“ One Hundred Vassals” ).

M o v e  t o  U n g j in  a n d  S a b i

In the fifth century, the kingdom o f Goguryeo, under the energetic leadership o f King 
Gwanggaeto the Great (r. 391-412) and his son King jangsu (r. 413-491), launched a 
series of wars o f territorial expansion, pushing the borders o f their kingdom deep into 
Manchuria in the north and to the Hangang River valley in the south. In 475, the 
Hangang River valley, including Baekje’s capital o f Wiryeseong, fell to Goguryeo. After 
th is loss, Baekje moved its capital to Ungjin (today’s Gongju), a more defensible 
position thanks to the surrounding mountains and Geumgang River. Ungjin would 
serve as Baekje’s capital until 538. Under capable kings such as King Muryeong (r. 501- 
523) and King Seong (r. 523-554), the kingdom attempted to regain its lost territory in 
the north in alliance with its neighbor to the east, the kingdom o f Silla.
In 538, King Seong moved his capital from Ungjin to Sabi (today’s Buyeo), a site 
blessed with more room for urban growth and better access to trade routes with China 
and Japan and the kingdom’s vita l southern provinces (today’s jeolla-do provinces). In 
the early 550s, Seong was able to recapture from Goguryeo the prized Hangang River 
valley after a costly campaign. This success was quickly followed by betrayal when 
Silla, breaking its alliance with Baekje, seized the strategic region for itself. Seong 
ordered a retaliatory invasion o f Silla but this met with disaster at the Battle of 
Gwansanseong (554), in which Seong and nearly 30,000 Baekje troops fell on the field 
o f battle.

D e c l in e  a n d  Fa ll

The Battle o f Gwansanseong marked the beginning of a long, interminable decline for 
Baekje. The kingdom would last for another century—indeed, this period witnessed a 
flowering o f Baekje culture—but m ilitarily, it could no longer compete with the rising 
power o f Silla, w ith which the kingdom was now locked in a relationship o f b itter and 
permanent enmity. In addition, since the death of King Seong, the authority o f the royal 
court had begun to diminish as power shifted to the kingdom’s aristocracy.

Under King Mu (r. 600-641), Baekje undertook an ambitious program o f temple and 
palace construction, but at the cost o f ignoring national defense, a mistake for which
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his kingdom would soon pay dearly. His son. King Uija, 
struck an alliance with Goguryeo and in 642 attacked 
Silla. The invasion was quite successful—Baekje took 
some 40 fortresses from Silla—but led Silla to enter into 
an alliance with China’s ruling Tang Dynasty, the 
superpower o f its day. With the support o f Tang, Silla set 
its sights on conquering Baekje and unifying the Korean 
Peninsula. In 659, Uija attacked Silla again but this 
prompted the Chinese to intervene. The combined 
forces o f Silla and Tang invaded Baekje and, in 660,
Tang and Silla laid siege to the Baekje capital of Sabi, 
which quickly surrendered. The kingdom o f Baekje was 
no more. King Uija was exiled to Tang China, while many of Baekje’s elite fled to Japan.

Ba e k j e ’s  Cu l t u r a l  A c c o m p l is h m e n t s

Even as the kingdom’s geopolitical fortunes declined, Baekje culture blossomed. While 
fundamentally Korean, Baekje culture adopted many aspects o f Chinese culture, as is 
readily apparent in Baekje brick tombs, temple architecture and Buddhist art. Baekje 
art was especially renowned for its refinement, subtlety and decorative sophistication, 
especially when compared to the simpler designs o f Silla art. To better understand this 
contrast, check out the famous pair of pagodas in the main courtyard o f Gyeongju’s 
Butguksa Temple: the intricate construction and decoration of the Dabotap Pagoda is 
representative of the Baekje aesthetic, while the simpler lines o f the Seokgatap are 
characteristic o f Silla tastes. Perhaps the most sublime piece o f Baekje art is the jaw- 
droppingly beautiful bronze statue of a half-sitting Maitreya Bodhisattva (housed at 
the National Museum of Korea in Seoul); its beguiling, subtle “ Baekje smile”  entrances 
the viewer and puts one at ease, just as mesmerizing is the gilt-bronze incense burner 
at the Buyeo National Museum, w ith its intricate depictions o f a Taoist paradise.

Even after Baekje’s fall, its culture continued to have a lasting impact on Korea. 
Countless Baekje artists and artisans offered their services to Silla, which valued 
Baekje’s cultural sophistication. It was a Baekje architect, for instance, that erected the 
legendary nine-story wooden pagoda of Gyeongju’s Hwangnyongsa Temple, a 
renowned piece o f engineering that was famous even in China.

Baekje’s cultural impact on Japan was also profound. According to the Nihon Shoki, 
an 8th century Japanese history text, Buddhism was introduced to Japan in 552 by a 
Baekje delegation sent by King Seong. Scholars, monks, artists and artisans from 
Baekje played a leading role in transmitting continental culture to Japan, where such 
culture was in high demand. The exquisite Buddhist monastery of Horyuji in Japan’s 
Nara prefecture that was built, it is believed, w ith the participation o f a large number of 
Baekje artists and craftsmen, may in fact be the finest example of Baekje architecture 
anywhere in the world. Baekje artisans influenced Japanese metal-working, ceramics 
and even tomb construction. The cultural impact o f Baekje on Japan continued even 
after the kingdom’s fall as Baekje aristocrats fled across the East Sea, taking their 
learning and cultural sophistication with them.

I

Goguryeo

Baekje | „ a

Gaya

18 BC-AD 660
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Gwanchoksa Temple
In  Nonsan, the next tow n  over from  Buyeo, is the Buddhist temple o f  Gwanchoksa, know n 

fo r its giant stone statue o f the M aitreya Bodhisattva, the “ future Buddha." Standing just 

ove r 18 m ta ll,  the bodh isa ttva  is the largest stone B uddh is t statue in  K orea . I t  was 
completed in 1006, and took over 30 years to  erect. The granite giant is typical o f  the early 
Goryeo Era (936-1392)— it ’s not a particu la rly  sk illfu l w ork  but w hat i t  lacks in artistry 

and refinement it  makes up in passion and enthusiasm. The Bodhisattva’s head, crowned by 

a canonical crow n, is disproportionately large, and on its face is an expression tha t w ould  
never be mistaken fo r enlightenment.

ф  1,500 won Й  There are frequent buses to Nonsan from Daejeon Seobu Bus Terminal. Buyeo and 
Gongju. Trains from Seodaejeon Station pass through Nonsan, too. From Nonsan Intercity Bus 
Terminal, it's a 3,000 won taxi ride to Gwanchoksa. You can also take the bus to Konyang University 
and get o ff at Gwanchoksa (10 minute ride). ©  041-736-5700-2

Nabawi Catholic Church l-WSI-SS
Also in Nonsan, bu t almost on the provincia l border o f Jeollabuk-do, is h isto ric Nabaw i 
Catholic Church, a beautifu l old church conceived in a synthesis o f Korean and G othic styles. 

Designed by French missionary Father Joseph Vermorel, the church was bu ilt in 1906 w ith  
laborers brought in from  China. The church features a G othic steeple w ith  a Korean hanok 
roo f— the m ixtu re o f Fast and West makes it  one o f the most beautiful churches in Korea. 
Particularly nice are the w ood in te rior and the cloisters lin ing  the body o f the church.

Father K im  Dae-geon, Korea’s firs t Catholic priest, gave his firs t sermon on the very site 

o f th is church in 1845. In back o f the church is a w a lk ing  path lined by the Stations o f  the 
Cross. A t the top o f the h ill is a m emorial pagoda fo r Father K im .
@ From Nonsan (see Gwanchoksa Temple above), first take a bus (or train) to the hamlet of 
Ganggyeong, and from there take city Bus No. 50 or express city bus No. 333 for Iksan from 
Gangyeong Station and get off at Nabawi.
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BORYEONG Й Э  &  D a ECHEON BEACH

The small coastal tow n o f Boryeong is best known as the home o f Daecheon 
Beach, a 3.5 km stretch o f white sand and seashells (and, depending on the time 
o f day, extensive mud flats) on the West Sea coast that is one o f Korea’s most 
popular summertime destinations. Daecheon Beach’s history as a summer resort 
goes back to  the 1930s, when W estern m iss ionaries established a seaside 
compound o f cabins and lodges, some o f which remain to this day in a wooded 
area at the south end o f the beach. Today, Daecheon is largely filled w ith  hotels, 
motels, restaurants, bars and o ther entertainm ent facilities aimed at summer 
revelers from  Seoul and elsewhere. In the high season, this place is wa ll-to-wall 
w ith  people, so don’t  come here expecting a quiet stretch o f seashore where you 
can get away from  i t  all. L ike at some o f Korea’s other summer resorts, however, 
what you w ill find is energy and fun in spades.

I f  you visit Daecheon in the winter, however, you 'll find it much quieter. Unless 
you’ re up for a polar bear swim, this obviously isn’t  the best time to venture into 
the water, bu t the quiet, w ind and waves do lend themselves very nicely to  a 
pensive wa lk o r romantic stroll along the beach.

Daecheon Beach, a popular summer seaside getaway
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g S S
B o r y e o n g  M u d  Fe s t iv a l

The highlight of Daecheon 
Beach’s year-indeed, quite 
possibly the event of the Korean 
summer, especially for 
international tourists and 
resident expats-is  the annual 
Boryeong Mud Festival held 
every July. This festival is nine 
days of very dirty and frequently 
very intoxicated fun featuring 
mud dancing, mud baths, mud 
mobs, mud prisons (don't ask), 
mudpool slides and more.
Basically, it’s a beach full of 
young, mud-caked bodies 
rollicking like there’s no 
tomorrow. Foreigners make up a 
good percentage of the revelers.

The West Sea coast of Korea is 
home to extensive mud flats, 
produced by some of the most 
dramatic tides this side of 
Canada’s Bay of Fundy. The mud 
found along the Boryeong coast 
contains unusually high levels of 
minerals, germanium and bentonite, which are good for the skin. The mud also emits 
large amounts of far-infra red rays (FIR), a form of light that, while invisible to the 
naked eye, ionizes and activates water molecules in our cells and blood, which in 
turn improve oxygen levels in our bodies, remove toxins and fats from our

bloodstream, eliminates 
waste and improve nervous 
functions. Boryeong city 
officials claim Daecheon’s 
mud is better for you than 
even the famed mud of the 
Dead Sea, which has been 
used in high-end cosmetics 
since the days of Cleopatra. 
You’ll find plenty of locally 
produced cosmetics using 
Boryeong mud on sale at 
reasonable prices.



The Boryeong Mud Festival may be Korea's most popular festival, especially with international visitors.

&
W hat  to 

Eat

W here to

Tr anspou t

The Daecheon Beach area is chock-full of restaurants, especially raw fish eateries. Daecheon’s 
signature dish, however, is oysters. Several kilometers up the coast from Daecheon Beach is 
the small fishing port of Cheonbuk -Iy, home to Cheonbuk Oyster Town a stretch of
about too restaurants and stalls serving oyster dishes, especially g u lg u i^ ? 0' (roasted 
oyster), gul bap (oyster rice) and gul kalguksu 3SR4=
(oyster noodles). Gul gui goes for 25,000 won but the 
portion should be enough to feed several people. Winter 
is the oyster season so if it’s mollusks, not mud, you’re 
craving, visit between November and March. To get to the 
port of Cheonbuk, take a local bus from Daecheon Bus 
Terminal to Jangeun-ri and get off at Jangeun-ri. The trip 
takes about an hour.

As befitting a summer resort, there’s a wide selection of tourist hotels, motels and minbak 
(home stay) accommodations along Daecheon Beach. The nicest place in town is the Hanwha 
Resort -И - ' (041-931-5500), a condo with great views of the beach. Rooms start at 293,000 
won a night on the weekend. Another nice option is the LeGrand Fun Beach Hotel 91лд=еы|*1$

(041-938-9000) with rooms that start at 198,000 won a night during the mid-july to mid- 
August high season.

Most of the motels in Daecheon will cost you 130,000 or more a night on the weekend during 
the high season, more than double their off-season rates.

There are frequent buses to Boryeong from Seoul, Daejeon and other places in 
Chungcheongnam-do. From Boryeong Bus Terminal, take one of the frequent buses to 
Daecheon Beach. Boryeong is also on the coastal Janghan rail line linking Cheonan (on the 
Seoul-Busan line) and Iksan (on the Honam line). There are frequent buses to the beach from 
Daecheon Station, too.
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T a e a n  H a e a n  N a t io n a l  P a r k

EH°h5H£Ri!SS!

Consisting o f the Taean Peninsula £НУУ£ the big island o f Anmyeondo and 
more than one hundred small islands (an area o f about 330 square km), Taean 
Haean National Park is one o f the most scenic o f Korea’s seashores. The area is 
blessed w ith  a diversity o f environments, including beaches, mountains, sea cliffs 
and sand dunes. Also in the park is the lovely Cheollipo Arboretum , founded by 
an expatriate American and home to 7,000 plant species.

Taean’s name translates to  “ Big C o m fo rt" as, historically, the region has been 
blissfully free o f natural disasters. Man-made disasters, however, are a different 
matter. In 2007, an offshore collision involving an oil tanker produced one o f the 
worst o il spills in Korean history. M uch o f the Taean coast— and its w ild life— was 
tarred in black o il. Thanks to  a prodigious clean-up effort that included help from 
an astounding one m illio n  volunteers, the coast has been alm ost com plete ly 
restored to  its original pristine state.
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Taean Town 91° !̂
D ow ntow n Taean is not much to look  at, 

b u t i t ’s w here m ost buses to  Taean d rop  
yo u  o f f ,  and i t  is w here  y o u ’ l l  w a n t to  

tra n s fe r to  lo ca l buses th a t take  yo u  to  

Taean’s most scenic spots.
®  Buses depart from Seoul's Dong Seoul, 
Nambu and Central City Bus Terminal to Taean 
(2 hrs 20 min). Buses depart from Daejeon's 
Dongbu Intercity Bus Terminal (3 hrs).

Maltipo Beach yaissHW t
This lovely, crescent-shaped stretch o f white 

sand beach backed up by pine forests is 
ve ry  p o p u la r  in  sum m er th a n k s  to  its  

shallow, w arm  water. I f  you like w ading out 

in to  the sea, this is your beach. I t  can get 
very crowded, though. Y ou ’ ll  find  a good 
m any m ote ls  and re s tau ran ts  here, to o , 

especially seafood joints.

H  Taean Harbor

Cheollipo Arboretum
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H  Take the bus to Mallipo Beach from Taean 
Express Bus Terminal.

Sinduri Coastal Sand Dune

A t 2,640,000 m2, the sand dune system at 
Sinduri is Korea’s largest coastal sand dune, 

fo rm e d  ove r the m ille n n iu m s  by s trong  
no rthw es te rly  w inds in  w in te r depositing 

coastal sand in  its current location. N o , i t ’s 
no t the Western Sahara o r the Gobi bu t i t ’s 

a b e a u tifu l landscape a ll the same, and 
hom e to  a rich  v a r ie ty  o f  w ild  l ife . The 

dune system encompasses several d ifferent 
ecosystems, in c lu d in g  the D uung M arsh , 

Korea’s firs t marsh conservation area.
Д  Just take a bus from Taean Express Bus 
Terminal to Sinduri.

Cheollipo Arboretum 9 EI5
C heollipo A rboretum  is the creation o f Carl 

Fe rris  M il le r  (1 9 2 1 -2 0 0 2 ), an A m erican 
expatriate banker and a rboris t w ho passed 
away in  2002 a fte r liv in g  fo r 57 years in 

K o re a . B lessed w i th  a g re e n  th u m b , 
M ille r— w ho became a naturalized Korean 

citizen in 1979— transformed a barren piece 
o f  seaside real estate he ’d purchased in  
1962 in to  Korea’s firs t priva te arboretum. 

Today, the a rb o re tu m  is hom e to  abou t
7,000 p lan t species spread o u t over seven 

d iffe re n t areas. I t ’s a w o n d e rfu l place to  
v is it any tim e o f year, a lthough spring and

Cheollipo Arboretum



Taean Lily Festival

autum n are particu la rly  nice. Every single 

tree o r bush you see here was planted from 

somewhere else (o f the 7,000 species, about
6 ,0 0 0  are n o t ind igenous to  K orea), bu t 
thanks to  M il le r ’s h o rtic u ltu ra l sk ills , the 

landscapes u n fo ld  n a tu ra lly . There are a 
number o f hanok homes hidden throughout 
the arboretum , too , moved here by M ille r 

so tha t they m ight be preserved.

©  9 am to 5 pm (Apr-Sep), 9 am to 4 pm (Oct- 
Mar) ф  7,000 won (Apr to Oct), 5,000 won 
(Nov to Mar) E Take a local bus to Cheollipo 
Arboretum from Taean Express Bus Terminal.
©  041 -672-9982 6 www.chollipo.org

Anmyeondo Island
A nm yeondo is Korea’s s ix th  largest island 
to d a y , b u t a t th e  s ta r t  o f  th e  Joseon 

D yn a s ty , i t  w as an e x te nde d  cape th a t 
projected south from  the Taean Peninsula. 

Geographically, however, this proved a b it 
o f a pain fo r transporting the government- 

imposed gra in  ta x , so a channel was dug 
separating Anmyeondo from  the mainland. 
A  b r id g e  n o w  c ro sse s  th a t  c h a n n e l,  

a llow ing  tourists to  v is it the island w ith o u t 
taking a ferry.

A n m y e o n d o  is fam ous  fo r  its  lo v e ly  
beaches, th ic k  p ine forests and be a u tifu l 

sunsets. It has 14 beaches in  a ll, bu t none 
quite as beautifu l as K k o tji B eachS^LH ^S, 

w h ic h  boasts one o f  the  m o s t s tu n n in g  

sunsets in Korea. Hordes o f photographers 

com e he re , e s p e c ia lly  in  O c to b e r and  

November, to  capture the setting sun as it 
descends in to  the  ocean be tw een  tw o  

fo re s te d  ro c k  o u tc ro p s  in  th e  sea, the

Kkotji Beach is even lovelier at sunset.

http://www.chollipo.org
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so-ca lled G ra n d fa th e r and G randm othe r 

rocks. The tw o  rocks stand like guardians 
o f the beach and, come sundown, the light 

re flecting o f f  th e ir craggy, weather-beaten 
faces produces a cornucopia o f color. Also 

w o r th  s to p p in g  b y  w hen  y o u ’ re on the 
island is Anm yeondo Recreational Forest ' 
SE x re s y n  (0 4 1 -6 7 4 -5 0 1 9 , A dm iss ion :

1,000 w on ), some 430 hectors o f na tura l

pine forest, criss-crossed by w a lk ing  paths. 

In summer, the shade o f the forest provides 
a welcom e respite fro m  the heat, and the 

s c e n t o f  th e  o ld  p in e  ca n  be q u ite  
entrancing. The forest also has a collection 

o f  cab in s  and even K o re a n  t ra d it io n a l 
hanok hom es w h e re  yo u  can  s ta y  the  

night— see “ Where to  Stay”  below.

Seafood is the name of the game here. A town specialty is 
baksok milguk nakjitang in which an entire

WHvr ro sma|i octopus is boiled in a soup with fresh squash. The
octopus is removed and eaten, and wheat noodles are then 
boiled in the soup. The Wonpung Sikdang (041-672- 
5057), located in downtown Wonbuk-myeon, not far from 
Sinduri, has attained local acclaim for this dish. Taean is 
also renowned for its blue crabs (kkotge * * 1). You can find 
places selling steamed blue crab aplenty in the fishing port of Anheung, at the far eastern tip 
of the Taean Peninsula, and the port of Baeksajang at the northern tip of Anmyeondo.

r x  There are a number of accommodation options available, although in the summer you’ll want
i O i  to book a room ahead of time. In particular, you’ll find a great many “ pensions”  (similar to

whe«e to b&B’s) in the Taean area, especially around the beach areas. One particularly interesting one
is Ppalganpungseon Pension (010-8932-8049, http://redballoons.co.kr), on the
coast south of Taean-its 10 rooms are eclectically decorated with lace drapes, stuffed 
animals and colorful wall murals, and if you ask (and pay), they do meat and seafood 
barbecues. The beach is just a five-minute walk away; also nearby is the Orchid Town 
arboretum (admission: 5,000 won), home to about 1,000 species of orchids and 100
kinds of Eastern and Western herbs. Rooms go for 170,000 won in the high season (Jul 23-Aug 
15), but rates come down significantly during the semi-high season Qul 17-22, Aug 16-21) and 
low season. Somewhat similar, although with a direct view of the sea and slightly more 
expensive, is Party Party Pension (010-3588-9557, www.partypartypension.com)
where rooms can run for 290,000 won a night during the high season. Another good option if 
you’re on Anmyeondo is Anmyeondo Recreational Forest *19 ^911(041-674-5019, www. 
anmyonhuyang.go.kr). Log cabins, Korean-style hanok homes and even day-walled, thatched 
roof huts are available. Book ahead in summer. Prices depend on lodging type and number of 
people; the Korean-style hanok, for instance, goes for 78,000 won a night for up to eight 
persons. If none of this appeals to you, try the Anmyon Plaza Resort Hotel - 2**1 
(041-674-9674, www.anmyonplaza.com), where rooms start at 90,000 won in the high season.

Buses to Anmyeondo depart from Taean Express Bus Terminal—the trip takes about 30 
minutes. When you get to Anmyeon, the biggest town on the island, you can transfer to local 

Т- Г  buses to Kkotji Beach and Anmyeondo Recreational Forest (or take a 5 minute taxi ride to 
either destination). There are also direct buses to Anmyeondo from Seoul’s Central City 
Terminal.

http://redballoons.co.kr
http://www.partypartypension.com
http://www.anmyonplaza.com
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S e o s a n  Ai - h

The town o f Seosan is a pleasant little  rural community just to  the west o f Taean. 
The town itself is pretty quiet, but nearby are a number o f historic sites that are 
worth  popping by, time permitting.

H a e m ie u p s e o n g  F o r t r e s s
Haemieupseong Fortress is one o f Korea’s 

best p reserved exa m p les  o f  Joseon-era 
fo r t r e s s  a r c h i te c tu r e .  M o s t  K o re a n  

fo r t re s s e s  w e re  b u i l t  a to p  h i l l s  o r  
mountains; th is one, however, was bu ilt on 
a f la t p la in . D u r in g  the o ld  days, m a jo r 

tow ns were ringed  by fo rtress  w a lls  bu t 
precious few examples o f these w alls exist 

today. D uring  the modern era, much o f the 
fortress was destroyed to  make room  fo r 

d e v e lo p m e n t  b u t ,  in  1 9 7 3 ,  m a jo r  
re s to ra tio n  w o rk  w as u n d e rta ke n . The 

fortress’s South Gate is o r ig ina l w h ile  the 
others are restora tions. A  w a lk  along the

e n tire  le n g th  o f  the  fo rtre ss  w a ll takes 
about an hour.

Com pleted in  1491, the fortress was a 

major defense po in t protecting Korea’s West 
Coast from  m arauding Japanese pirates. It 
was also a m il i ta r y  com m and post w ith  

re sp o n s ib ility  ove r the  C hungcheong-do  

region. A rc h ite c tu re  aside, the fo rtre ss ’s 
historical importance is closely tied w ith  the 

history o f  the Catholic Church in Korea. It 
w as he re  th a t  m a n y  C a th o l ic s  w e re  

executed du rin g  the Byeongin Persecution 
o f  1866 (see H is to ry  &  C u ltu re : Korean 
C a th o lic is m ),  and  th e  fo r tre s s  and its  

surroundings are considered ho ly  g round

The spring flowers might be lovely, but Haemieupseong Fortress has a grim past.



Yeosutgol Holy Ground

by Korean Catholics. Some 1,000 Catholics 
liv ing  in Chungcheong-do were brought to 

Haemieupseong Fortress, where they were 

imprisoned and sentenced to  death. P rior to 
being led in to  the fortress through the West 

Gate, the Catholics were forced to  desecrate 
Catholic objects like  rosaries and crucifixes. 
Those w ho refused were executed on the 

spot. A  m em oria l now  stands just outside 
the West Gate.
IS Take a local bus from Seosan Bus Terminal to 
the village of Haemi. The trip takes about 15 to 
20 minutes.

Y e o s u tg o l  H o ly  G r o u n d  shoi^ h s x i

N e a r th e  fo r t re s s  is  Y e o s u tg o l H o ly  
G round, where Catholics were buried alive.

d row ned and o th e rw ise  k il le d  en masse. 
T h e  nam e “ Y e o s u tg o l”  has a ra th e r  
interesting de riva tion— it ’s said tha t when 

the v ic tim s were b ro u g h t here, they kep t 
m u rm uring  to  themselves, “ Yesu, M a ria . 

Yesu, M a ria ,”  i.e., “ Jesus and M ary. Jesus 
and M ary.”  The non-Catholic locals hadn’t 

the faintest idea w ha t they were saying, and 
called the spot “ Yeosu m o ri,”  i.e., “ Yeosu 
Head,”  which became “ Yeosutgol.”

T h e  s ite  is n o w  a m a jo r  C a th o l ic  

pilgrimage site. Sadly, most o f  the remains 
w ere washed aw a y  in  f lo o d s , a lth o u g h  

some were discovered in 1935. The site is 
n o w  hom e to  a g ig a n tic  m e m o ria l h a ll 

paying tribu te  to  those m artyred here.
Я Walking distance from Haemieupseong.

<T°S Seosan is usually seen as a day trip from somewhere else but if you do spent a night here, 
moderately priced, clean motels can be found near Seosan Bus Terminal.

From Seoul, buses to Seosan depart from Central City Bus Terminal. The trip takes one hour, 
40 minutes. There are also buses to Seosan from Daejeon’s Dongbu Bus Terminal (takes two 

tbahspout hours, 20 minutes) and Cheonan (takes two hours, 30 minutes). Frequent buses run between 
lNF0 Seosan and Taean, too.
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Rock-carved Buddhist Triad of Yonghyeon-ri
O n a little-v is ited c l i f f  west o f tow n is one o f the most spectacular w orks o f Baekje a rt s till in 

existence. Here, you ’ ll find  an ornately carved Buddhist triad , believed to have been crafted 
in the late 6 th century o r early 7th century. The carving consists o f a Buddha standing upon 

a lotus leaf, flanked by tw o  Bodhisattva; unusually, the Bodhisattva on the Buddha’s le ft sits 
half-seated. The faces a ll bear tha t gentle, en igm atic “ Baekje sm ile ’’ so characteristic o f 

Baekje a rt. The tr ia d  is presumed to  express the h is to ric , fu tu re  and past Buddhas that 
appear in  the Lo tus  Sutra. The region where the carv ing  is located used to  be Baekje’s 

gateway o f cu ltu ra l exchange w ith  China, and is a symbol o f  tha t v ib ran t cu ltu ra l exchange. 
The carving has been designated a N ationa l Treasure but, despite its beauty, gets relatively 
few vis itors due to  its isolation.

IS Take a local bus from Seosan Bus Terminal for Unsan S'-’ where you need to change to another 
local bus for Yonghyeon-ri.

Gaesimsa Temple 7Н=Л̂
W hile no t the biggest temple o r particu larly easy to  get to , Gaesimsa Temple rewards the 
d iligent traveler w ith  some tra nqu ility  am idst charm ing surroundings, especially in spring 

when its cherry blossoms bloom. M uch o f the tem ple’s charm is in its w oodw ork. Korean 
tra d itio n a l arch itectu re  aims to  harm onize w ith  nature. A t Gaesimsa, yo u ’ re treated to  

K o re a n  B u d d h is t a rc h ite c tu re  a t its  m o s t n a tu ra l,  its  m o s t in t im a te  and its  m ost 
unpretentious. Take notice o f the crooked pillars in  some o f the buildings. They m igh t make 

the build ings look crooked, but that’s the whole po in t— nature, by and large, is not straight.
The tem ple’s M a in  H a ll was b u ilt in  1484, m aking it  one o f  on ly  a handfu l o f  w ood 

bu ild ings tha t date past the 17th century. I t  houses a w ooden seated A m itabha Buddha 
believed to  have been carved in  the 14th century. A lso in  the temple’s possession is a hanging 

m ural painted in  the 15th century. In fro n t o f the tem ple is a pond crossed by a single, 
na rrow  wooden beam.

IS Take a bus to Haemi from Seosan Bus Terminal; from Haemi take a bus to Gaesimsa.

Buddhist triad of Yonghyeon-ri (left), Gaesimsa Temple



Ganworam Hermitage sits on a tidal island.

Ganworam Hermitage
Just o f f  the coast is a small tida l island—  
d u r in g  lo w  tide s , i t  is a ttached to  the 
mainland via mudflats— on which is bu ilt 

G an w oram , a t in y  B uddh is t herm itage 
fo u n d e d  a t th e  s ta r t  o f  th e  Jo se on  

Dynasty (1392-1910) by M u hak  Daesa, 
m o n k  a d v is e r  to  Joseon fo u n d e r  Y i 
Seong-gye. M u h a k  is m ost fam ous fo r  

selecting Seoul as the capital o f the new 
d yn a s ty , a d e c is io n  s t i l l  in  e ffe c t s ix  

centuries later.
M ost o f the build ings are new but i t ’s a __

p re t ty  p la ce  th a t  fe a tu re s  b e a u t ifu l
sunsets. M ig ra to ry  b irds  flock  to  the su rround ing  waters in w in te r, m aking the area a 

favorite destination o f birdwatchers. D uring  low  tides, you 'll find  locals harvesting oysters 
from  the mud fla ts . There are qu ite  a few restaurants nearby specializing in  yeongyang 
gulbap -5' — steamed rice w ith  oysters served in  a stone pot. Keun M aeul Yeongyang
G ulbap SOW 9 У  SB (041-662-2706) is a good place to  try  it.

@ Take a bus to Ganworam from Seosan Bus Terminal.
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HONGSEONG -  о

Hongseong is an old walled tow n on the West Sea coast. Like many small Korean 
towns, i t ’s not an especially exciting place but sections o f the old city walls still 
survive, and the tow n is a convenient po in t o f entry to  exp lore the fantastic 
Buddhist temple o f Sudeoksa ^ ^ a n d  Deoksan Provincial Park

H o n g ju s e o n g  F o r t r e s s  
&  J o y a n g m u n  G a te
In pre-modern Korea, most cities and towns 
w e re  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  s to n e  w a lls  fo r  
protection. In the 20th century, most cities 

to re  d o w n  th e ir  w a lls  to  m ake w ay  fo r  
d e ve lo p m e n t. In  H ong seon g , how ever, 

a b o u t 800 m o f  the  o r ig in a l 1,772 m o f 
walls s till remain o r were restored in 1975. 

T h e  w a lls , re fe rre d  to  as H ong juseo ng  
F o rtre s s , a re  n o t e s p e c ia lly  h ig h  b u t 
nonetheless make fo r  a pleasant evening

The main hall of Sudeoksa Temple dates from 1308

w alk— they begin from  Hongseong County 

Office, in back o f which you’l l  also find an 

o ld  Joseon-era a d m in is tra tive  b u ild in g , a 
charm ing 19th century pavilion on an island 

in the m iddle o f an artific ia l pond. In days 
bygone, offic ia ls must have gathered here to 
relax and make merry.

The most impressive remnant o f  the old 
fortress is Joyangmun Gate, the o ld  eastern 

entrance in to  the tow n . The imposing gate, 
topped w ith  a wooden superstructure, now 

sits in  the m idd le  o f  a d o w n to w n  tra ff ic  
rotary. M uch o f  the gate was dismantled by

making it the oldest wooden building in Korea.



the Japanese, w h o  fo u g h t a p a r t ic u la r ly  
vicious battle here against Korean pa trio tic  

fighters in 1905, but it  was restored to its 
orig ina l condition in  1975. Scars from  the 
battle can s till be seen in the gate’s stones.

S u d e o k s a  T e m p le  &  
D e o k s a n  P r o v in c ia l  P a r k  s itE S S S !
Located on the lo w e r slopes o f  beau tifu l 
M t.  Deoksungsan — whose peaks are

lauded as the “ M t. Geumgangsan o f west- 

c e n tra l  K o re a ”  a f t e r  th e  fa m e d  M t .  
Geumgangsan ( “ D iam ond M o u n ta in ” ) o f 
N o r th  K o re a — Sudeoksa T e m p le  has a 
h is to ry  th a t dates back to  5 9 7 , when the 

firs t incarnation o f the temple was founded 
by the  em in en t Baekje m o n k  Jim yeong. 

Sudeoksa was one o f 12 Buddhist temples 
in Baekje mentioned in the Samgukyusa, a 
13th century Korean history book, and the 

o n ly  one th a t has c o n tin u e d  on  to  the 
present day.

The crown jewel o f the temple— indeed, 
on e  o f  th e  c ro w n  je w e ls  o f  K o re a n  
tra d it io n a l a rch ite c tu re — is its  s tu n n in g  
M a in  H a l l ,  one  o f  o n ly  a h a n d fu l o f  

surviving w ood build ings from  the Goryeo 
Dynasty (918-1392 ). Typ ica l o f bu ild ings



Guardians of Sudeoksa Temple

b u ilt  in th is  era, i t  possesses an elegantly 
unadorned beauty. U n like  the c o lo r fu lly  

painted temple build ings o f  la ter eras, the 
M a in  H a ll is a ru s tic  y e llo w -b ro w n . Its 

w o o d  p il la r s  and  eaves have been le f t  
unpainted. H o ld in g  up the sloping gabled 
ro o f is a simple system o f brackets atop the 

tapered wood pillars. Its profile  is especially 
spectacular, g iving fu ll view o f its effortless 

beam and p illa r structure.
According to an inscription on one o f its 

w ood beams, the hall was erected in 1308, 

m a k in g  i t  the o ld e s t s u rv iv in g  w ood en  
b u ild in g  in  K o re a . I t  houses a w ooden  

Buddhist tr ia d  b rough t to  Sudeoksa fro m  
another tem ple in  the early 20 th  cen tury; 
interestingly, they, too, were carved in 1308. 

There is a small museum near the fro n t o f 
the temple complex that houses a number o f 

other temple treasures, too.
H is to r ic a lly , Sudeoksa p layed a m a jo r 

role in  the development and preservation o f 
Korea’s Seon (Zen) trad ition , and even now 

is a major Zen practice and tra in ing  center. 
The late 20th century was an especially rich 
tim e  fo r  the tem ple , w hen i t  was led by 

three o f Korea’s greatest Zen masters, the 
monks Gyeongheo (1846-1912), M angong 
(1 8 7 2 -1 9 4 6 ) and H yeam  (1 8 8 6 -1 9 8 5 ).



M a n g o n g ’s c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  Korean Zen 
were p a rtic u la r ly  great. H e protected the 

tra d itio n  o f clerical celibacy when Korea’s 
Japanese c o lo n ia l ru lers were pressuring 

monks to  m arry as Japanese monks do and, 
e x t r a o r d in a r i ly  fo r  h is  t im e , in c lu d e d  

w o m e n  a m o n g s t h is  s tu d e n ts . T o day , 

a ro u n d  th e  te m p le  a re  a n u m b e r  o f  

he rm itag es  w here  bh ikkh u n i (B u d d h is t 

nuns) reside.
Behind Sudeoksa are the love ly  valleys 

and peaks o f Deoksan Provincial Park. A t 
4 9 5  m , M t .  D e o ksu n g sa n — th e  p a rk ’s 

central m ounta in— is not the tallest peak in 
the w o rld  bu t fo r w hat it  lacks in height it  

m akes up  in  b e a u tifu l w a te r fa lls ,  ro ck  

form ations and forests. There are a number

o f im portan t Buddhist hermitages scattered 
amongst the valleys and forests, too, most 

n o ta b ly  S o rim  C h o d a n g  a t in y

thatched ro o f hut bu ilt a top a c l i f f  by Zen 
M aster M angong in the 1920s; just up the 

h ill behind i t  is a 7.5 m ta ll stone statue o f 
th e  B o d h is a ttv a  o f  M e rc y , e rec ted  by 

M a n g o n g  in  1 9 2 4 . T h e  p a th  up  th e  
m ounta in begins from  Sudeoksa, and takes 

you past Sorim  Chodang and Jeonghaesa 
Temple SSW before reaching the peak. To 

hike from  Sudeoksa to  the peak should take 

about an hour, w ith  another hour to  return 
to the temple.

ф  2,000 won El Take a bus to Sudeoksa 
Temple from Hongseong Bus Terminal. The ride 
takes about 1 hour. ©  041 -339-8932-3

At Sudeoksa, you’ll find many good restaurants near the temple entrance specializing in 
sanchae i^ tl (mountain vegetable) cuisine like sanchae bibimbap (a bowl of rice mixed
with mountain vegetables and seasoned with Korean chili sauce). If you’re looking for a good 
place to eat in downtown Hongseong, try Daedong Sikdang (041-632-0277), where you 
can score a very good ureong ssambap a rice dish served with soybean paste mixed
with snail meat accompanied by lettuce wraps and a ton of side dishes, all for just 6,000 won.

The nicest place in downtown Hongseong is Hongseong Oncheon Tourist Hotel SSSSSSsS 
(041-633-7777), which also doubles as a spa of sorts. Western-style rooms are 40,000 won 
and suites go for 60,000 won. Two people per room can use the hotel’s hot spring baths for 
free. In Deoksan Provincial Park, you’ll find Gaya Tourist Hotel (041-337-0101-7, www. 
gayahotel.co.kr) which like the Hongseong Tourist Hotel doubles as a spa. With better 
facilities and a more pleasant location it costs more, too, with rooms beginning at 78,650 won 
a night. If you want the real rural experience, though, try Geobugi Maeul ч’йокш, a charming 
farming village just west of town. Some of the village homes-including several Korean-style 
hanok homes-rent rooms to visitors (but a Korean speaker will need to make the 
arrangements). More info (in Korean) can be found at http://ge0buki.g02vil.0rg. If none of this 
appeals to you, you’ll find plenty of reasonably priced motels in downtown Hongseong.

From Seoul, you can get to Hongseong by express bus from Seoul’s Central City Bus Terminal 
(2 hrs). Buses also connect Hongseong with Daejeon, Boryeong, Taean, Gongju and other 
regional towns. You can get to Hongseong by train, too. Hongseong is connected by rail to 
Seoul’s Yongsan Station, Cheonan, Seodaejeon and Iksan. From Seoul’s Yongsan Station, the 
trip takes two hours.

http://ge0buki.g02vil.0rg
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C h e o n a n

For centuries, Cheonan was an im portant road junction where the old roads from 
the southeast and southwest merged before leading in to the royal capital o f Seoul. 
I t ’s still an im portant transportation hub— Korea’s main highways and ra il links 
w ith  Seoul a ll pass th rough here— but now  it  is also a bustling com m ercial, 
industria l and educational center in itself w ith  a population o f more than ha lf a 
m illion. The recent opening o f a K T X  service to  the city, bringing people from  
Cheonan to  d o w n to w n  Seoul and vice versa in  jus t 35 m inu tes— and the 
extension o f Seoul’s commuter tra in  line to  the city have v irtua lly  transformed it 
in to a Seoul suburb, leading to  further growth.

Like s im ilar medium-sized cities in Korea, Cheonan is fu ll o f  shops, motels, 
restaurants, bars and other creature comforts fo r the traveler. The presence of 
several universities in and around Cheonan also adds a youthfu l element.

Cheonan’s tw o  m a jo r draws are the Cheonan Independence H a ll,  a tru ly  
impressive museum/monument to  Korean nationalism; and Gagwonsa Temple, 
home to  one o f the biggest Buddha statues in a ll o f Asia. The opening o f the 
A ra rio  G allery Cheonan in 2002 has also put the c ity  on the map o f Korea’s 
contemporary art scene. The gallery is well w orth  a look.

Korean flags, Cheonan Independence Hall



C h e o n a n  In d e p e n d e n c e  H a l l

For visitors, the regional center o f Cheonan 
is best know n as the home o f Independence 

H a ll, a tru ly  awesome m emorial to  Korean 
independence  and one o f  K o re a ’s best 

museums.

Independence H a ll opened to  the public 
in 1987 as a museum and research center to 
preserve the h isto ry o f Korean opposition 

to  Japanese c o lo n ia l ru le . The com p lex, 
b u ilt at a tim e when Korea was ruled by a 

m ilita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip , is in  some respects 
a lm o s t  S ta l in is t  in  s c a le — n o te  th e  

in t im id a tin g  concrete  G ra nd  H a ll o f  the 
N a tio n , w h ich  the museum boasts is the 

largest tile -ro o fe d  s truc tu re  in  N ortheast 
A s ia .  T h e  h a ll  w a s  b u i l t  in  K o re a n  

tra d it io n a l style to  house a socia l rea lis t 
t r i b u t e  to  th e  t r iu m p h  o f  K o re a n  

n a tio n a lism  over the forces o f  Japanese 
im peria lism . The spraw ling  courtyard  has 

more gargantuan monuments to  the Korean 

n a tion . I t ’s a ll very im pressive, and on a 
p o s it iv e  n o te , a t le a s t K o re a  had the  

w isd o m  to  w a it  u n t i l  a fte r its  p o s t-w a r 
economic boom was well underway before 
splurging on this massive project.

A f te r  y o u ’ ve ta k e n  in  th e  m a ss ive  
o u td o o r  e x h ib i t s ,  s te p  in  th e  M a in  
E x h ib i t io n  H a l l  an d  m a ke  y o u r  w a y  

th roug h  the m useum ’s seven e xh ib itio n s , 

m ost o f  w h ich  are ded ica ted  to  va rio us  

aspects o f the anti-Japanese struggle. The 
countless exh ib its  and photos on d isp lay 
are fasc ina ting , especially i f  you have an 
in te re s t in  K o re a n  h is to ry . As you  can 

imagine, the nationalism  here comes at you 
fast and furious. Some o f the displays can 
be quite shocking, and nobody w ill accuse 
the museum o f presenting the Japanese in  a 

favorab le ligh t— one o f the more popular 
e x h ib its  is a se rie s  o f  re c re a t io n s  o f

Japanese to r tu re  o f Korean independence
activ ists, w ith  s m irk in g  Japanese soldiers

in f l ic t in g  c ru e l t re a tm e n t  on  b e a te n ,
b le e d in g  K o re a n s . T h e  h is to r y  o f  the

colon ia l era is p robab ly more complicated
than the museum w ou ld  like to  adm it, but

the bitterness is n o t w ith o u t reason— the
period o f Japanese co lon ia l rule was one o f

Korea ’s harshest, as the im pe ria l masters

s y s te m a tic a lly  a tte m p te d  to  d e n ig ra te
K o re a ’s u n iq ue  h is to ry  and c u ltu re  and
in v o lv e  the  c o lo n y  in  T o k y o ’s im p e ria l
aggression in  the region.

©  Hours 9:30 am to 6 pm (Mar to Oct). 9:30 am 
to 5 pm (Nov to Feb) Ticket sales stop one hour 
prior to closing. Closed Mondays ф  Free 
@ From Cheonan Express Bus Terminal, take 
Bus No. 400 to Independence Hall (about 30 
min); From Cheonan Train Station, take Bus No. 
400 to Independence Hall (about 20 min).
(?) 041-560-0114 6  www.i815.or.kr

G a g w o n s a  T e m p le
L o c a te d  on  th e  lo w e r  s lo p e s  o f  M t .  
Taejosan ab ou t 20 m inu tes outside 

to w n  by bus, is the  B u d d h is t tem p le  o f 

Gagwonsa. I t ’s no t exactly ancient— it was 
erected only in 1977— but fo r w ha t it  lacks 

in h is to ry i t  attem pts to  make up in pure 
mass. The m a in  a ttra c tio n  is its  massive 
b ro n z e  s ta tu e  o f  a s i t t in g  A m ita b h a  

Buddha. Some 15 m ta ll and weighing 60 
tons, it  is one o f  the largest Buddha statues 
in Asia— its ears alone stretch 1.75 m! The 

Buddha was erected by an ethn ic Korean 
fro m  Japan in  1976 as a p raye r fo r  the 
reunification o f Korea.

N o t to  be outdone, the tem ple’s wooden 
b u i l d in g s  s u b s c r ib e  t o  th e  s a m e  
philosophy— size does matter. P articu la rly  
impressive is the M a in  H a ll, said to  be one 

o f the largest wooden build ings in Korea.
® Take bus No. 24 from either Cheonan Station 
or across from the Express Bus Terminal. The 
trip takes about 20 minutes.

http://www.i815.or.kr
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I

A r a r io  G a l l e r y  C h e o n a n
0№I2 gya] yy
P rior to 1989, few people visited Cheonan 
o n ly  fo r  th e  c i t y  i ts e l f .  In  th a t  yea r, 
however, the Seoul-based A ra rio  Gallery—  

one o f  K o re a ’s to p  m odern a rt ga lleries, 
founded by m illio n a ire  businessman and 
a r t c o lle c to r  K im  C h a n g -il, a n a tive  o f  

Cheonan— opened up an e xh ib it space in

Giant Buddha statue of Gagwonsa Temple

one o f  C heo nan ’s de pa rtm en t stores. In  
2 0 0 2 , th e  g a lle ry  o p e n e d  up  its  o w n  

w o n d e rfu lly  designed, spacious premises 
ne a r C h e o n a n  E xp re ss  Bus T e rm in a l,  
transform ing the neighborhood in to  one o f 
Korea’s hottest a rt destinations.

T h e  A r a r io  G a l le r y  C h e o n a n  is 
surrounded by a modern a rt park know n as 
A ra rio  Small C ity. Here you ’ ll find  outdoor



D a e j e o n  &  C h u n g c h e o n g n a m - d o  3 9 7

in s ta lla tio n s  by some o f  the w o r ld ’s best 
know n modern artists displayed in pub lic 

fo r  a l l  to  see. The p r id e  and jo y  o f  th is  
c o lle c tio n  is B r i tA r t  bete n o ire  D am ien 

H irs t ’s “ H y m n ,"  a 6.1 m h igh  anatom y 
dum m y placed in  its  ow n  glass p a v ilio n . 

A nother H irs t w o rk , “ Charity,”  also stands

in the park.
The ga lle ry itse lf holds regular exh ib its 

by top modern artists from  both Korea and 

abroad.
©11 am to 7 pm, closed Monday ф  3.000 won 
В  Just next to Cheonan Express Bus Terminal 
6 http://arariogallery.co.kr

You'll find plenty of restaurants around Cheonan Station and Cheonan Bus Terminal. The 
\ J  Galleria Department Store, attached to the bus terminal, also has a food court that is a good 
what то place to eat.

If a local specialty is what you’re after, take a local bus from Cheonan Station or Cheonan 
Bus Terminal to the small village of Byeongcheon-ri oSai. There, in the historic Aunae Market, 
you’ll find a street full of restaurants specializing in sundae a Korean blood sausage made 
of noodles and vegetables. These are served either steamed or in a soup {sundaeguk SdR). 
They’re cheap, filling and delicious. It used to be that these were sold only on market days 
(dates that end in i  or 6), but you can now enjoy them every day.

Another specialty-indeed, what Cheonan is probably most famous fo r - is  walnut cakes 
{hodo gwaja Walnut trees have been cultivated in Cheonan since a local Buddhist
monk brought back a walnut tree from China in 1290. The walnut cakes, however, are a more 
recent invention, dating back to the 1930s. Walnut cakes are also something of a Korean train 
travel tradition—all trains sell them onboard. Cheonandang i-'o  (041-555-5112), near 
Cheonan Station, is a good place to buy them. Also good is Hakhwa Hodo Gwaja 
(041-551-3370) next to the station, which is run by the granddaughter of the baker who 
invented the treat.

Г Х  You'll find plenty of options, although not as many as in Seoul or Daejeon. At the upper end is
I t l L  Cheonan Metro Tourist Hotel № £@ 3 S'. (041-622-8211), a three-star place right across

“  from Cheonan Station. Rooms begin at 130,000 won a night. Also serviceable is Cheonan
Central Tourist Hotel S3  (041-564-9100), where rooms begin at 77,000 won a night.

Cheaper, but with fantastically decorated rooms, is Hotel Elli ■ 1 ‘aai (041-575-4201), west of 
Cheonan Station. On a weekend, rooms start at 60,000 won a night.

Reasonably priced motels and inns can be found clustered near Cheonan Station and 
Cheonan Bus Terminal. Expect to pay about 40,000-50,000 won a night at most of them.

Cheonan is very well connected to the rest of Korea. It shares a KTX express train station with 
the nearby city of Asan—the trip from Seoul Station to Cheonan—Asan Station takes about 35 

“  minutes. The station is a bit west of Cheonan’s main downtown area.
Cheonan Station, meanwhile, is serviced by both non-express trains and Seoul subway line 

1. By subway/commuter train, the trip from Seoul takes about two hours. Cheonan Station is 
also the junction of KORAIL’s Seoul-Busan line and the Jangang Line to destinations like 
Boryeong.

Buses to Cheonan depart from Seoul’s Central City Bus Terminal (1 hr). Buses also connect 
Cheonan with plenty of other destinations, including Daejeon, Gongju, Buyeo and Taean.

http://arariogallery.co.kr




Je o l l a b u k - d o

H ig h l ig h t s

•  Eat t i l l  y o u ’re sa te d  in Jeonju , ho m e  o f th e  fam ous  Jeonju 
bib im bap, th e n  ta ke  a s tro ll th ro u g h  Jeonju H anok V illa ge , 
w ith  its  a lle ys  o f tra d it io n a l Korean hom es

•  See th e  b e a u tifu l B aekje  pa goda  at th e  ru in s  o f  M ire uksa  
Tem ple

•  S oak in  th e  exo tic  cha rm  o f  G unsan 's o ld  w a te rfro n t

•  Experience th e  m ys te ry  and awe o f  M t. M a isan , the  
“ Horse Ear”  m o u n ta in

•  H ike  a ro u n d  B yeon sanb ando  N a tio n a l Park, w here  
m o u n ta in s , seas ide  and cu ltu re  m eet

•  Take in  th e  rom ance o f  N am w on, Korea’s “ C ity  o f  Love”





K o r e a ’s  B r e a d b a s k e t

For c e n tu rie s , th e  r ic h , fe r t i le  p la in s  o f  Je o lla b u k -d o  have been 

Korea's b re a d b a ske t. Even tod ay , th e  re g ion  is  kn o w n  fo r 

ha v in g  th e  c o u n try ’s b e s t lo ca l cu is in e , sym b o lize d  by Jeonju 

b ib im bap, one  o f  Korea ’s s ig n a tu re  d ish e s . C o u n tle ss  to u r is ts  

com e here  s im p ly  to  eat.

O nce y o u ’ve s e t d o w n  y o u r sp o o n s , th e re ’s p le n ty  to  see in 

th is  re la tiv e ly  b ite -s ize d  prov ince . One o f  Korea ’s m o s t 

im p o rta n t ce n te rs  o f  tra d it io n a l c u ltu ra l and a r t, Jeonju 

be ckons  w ith  its  c h a rm in g  o ld  a lle yw a ys . The su rre a l tw in  

peaks o f  M t. M a isa n , and its  m ys te rio u s  te m p le , Tapsa, m ake 

fo r  a m e m ora b le  tre k  o f f  th e  bea ten  p a th . W ith  its  co lo n ia l 

hom es and o ff ice s , th e  p o rt o f  G unsan o ffe rs  a t r ip  back in to  

Korea’s m ore  recen t past. The o ld  fo r tre s s  to w n  o f G ochang  is 

a p le a sa n t p lace  to  pass th e  tim e , and n a tu re  love rs  s h o u ld n ’ t 

m iss  th e  v is ta s  o f  B yeon sanb ando  N a tio n a l Park o r M t. 

D eogyusan , one o f  Korea’s p re m ie r w in te r  s p o rts  d e s tin a tio n s .

Pampas grass at Byeonsanbando National Park
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J e o l l a b u k - d o  ДОЗ

Jeo n j u

W alking though the alleyways o f Jeonju is like stepping in to a more genteel era o f 
culture and sophistication. S troll amidst the handsome curved tile roofs o f the 
city ’s historic Jeonju Hanok Village, for example, and you’ ll discover something 
new at each turn. A  teahouse here. A gallery there. The sounds o f pansori coming 
from beyond a clay and tile  fence.

The southwestern tow n o f Jeonju is one o f Korea’s most im portant centers for 
traditional arts and culture. I f  you’re looking for a taste o f the elegance o f Korea’s 
yesteryear, you’ve come to  the right place. Whether it ’s strolling through Jeonju 
Hanok Village, tak ing  in a performance o f p a n so ri (lyrica l storyte lling), 
eating a dish o f the famed Jeonju bib im bap  (rice mixed w ith  vegetables and 
Korean hot pepper sauce) or meditating in the mystical Buddhist monastery of 
Geumsansa, Jeonju’s got plenty fo r everyone.

ц .  Jeonju has, for ages, been the
У political, economic and cultural 

center of the jeolla provinces. Although in modern 
times it ’s been eclipsed in size by the city of 
Gwangju, Jeonju remains a compelling 
destination in the region. It sits in the heart of 
Honam Plain, a wide stretch o f lowland that 
possesses Korea’s most fertile farmland and, 
hence, is known as the breadbasket (or rice bowl, 
as it were) o f Korea. Jeonju is rightfu lly famous for 
having the best food in the country, w ith the c ity ’s 
bibimbap  acquiring particular acclaim.

Jeonju’s prime location naturally endowed the 
town with much economic and political 
importance as a market and administrative 
capital for the region. The ruling family of the 
Joseon Dynasty, the Jeonju Yi family, hailed from 
the town, a fact evidenced by the presence o f Gyeonggijeon Shrine, which holds a 
portra it o f Yi Seong-gye, the founder of the dynasty. Even today, the city is the 
administrative capital o f Jeollabuk-do and the region’s center for business, culture and 
education.

Like other ancient cities in Korea, the winds o f development have blown strong, 
dramatically changing Jeonju’s urban landscape. Gone are the imposing fortress walls 
that used to ring the city, and the downtown is dominated by the concrete and glass 
office towers that you’d see in any other major Korean city. Nevertheless, large pockets of 
Jeonju’s past still exist, and the town retains its well-earned reputation for the traditional 
arts, most notably in paper crafts and music.



J e o n ju  H a n o k  V i l l a g e
N o place epitomizes old Jeonju better than 
J e o n ju  H a n o k  V i l la g e .  L o c a te d  in  
Pungnam-dong S tiS , the village is home to 

one o f Korea’s largest collections o f hanok 
hom es. H e re , y o u  can le is u re ly  s t r o l l  

through b lock upon b lock o f hundreds o f 
e legant w ooden K orean homes, m any o f 

w h ic h  have n o w  been c o n v e rte d  in to  
g u e s th o u se s , m u se u m s, g a lle r ie s  and 
teahouses. You could lite ra lly  spend the day

w a n d e rin g  th ro u g h  the  n e ig h b o rh o o d ’s 

r o m a n t ic  c la y  w a l l - l in e d  a lle y w a y s , 
discovering the neighborhood’s treasures.

L ike  B ukchon H a n o k  V illage  in  Seoul, 

most o f Jeonju’s hanok homes were bu ilt in 

the 1920s and 30s, as Jeonju’s population 
in c re a s e d  in  th e  w a k e  o f  th e  c i t y ’ s 
m odern iza tion . L ikew ise , the hanok here 

have been m o d if ie d  to  s u it  the  u rb a n  
environm ent— they are so closely grouped 

together, fo r example, that when seen from



Hanok, Jeonju Hanok Living Experience Center (left), Gyeonggijeon Shrine

h ig h e r v a n ta g e  p o in ts  l ik e  O m o k d a e  
Pavilion the ir ro o f eaves almost seem 

to  touch, fo rm ing a sea o f  curved black tile 
roofs. ®  063-281-5044 6  http://tour.jeonju.go.kr

J e o n ju  H a n o k  L iv in g  E x p e r ie n c e  
C e n te r
Jeonju H anok Village isn’t a place to  simply 
look at, i t ’s a place to  experience. Several o f 
the hanok have been converted in to  places 

w here  to u r is ts  can e xp e rie n ce  K o re an  
tra d itio n a l cu ltu re  and liv in g . The Jeonju 

H anok L iv ing Experience Center (063-287- 
6 3 0 0 , w w w .jjh a n o k .c o m ), fo r  instance, 

gives visitors the chance to  spend a n ight in 
a K orean t ra d it io n a l hanok, and  o ffe rs  

classes on Korean trad itiona l etiquette, arts 
and crafts, and a tea ceremony.

Yangsajae У л№1 (0 6 3 -2 8 2 -4 9 5 9 , w w w .

je o n ju to u r.c o .k r)  is a n o th e r guesthouse 

offering trad itiona l Korean accommodation 
fo r the evening. For weary travelers, there’s 

nothing quite as relaxing as reclin ing on the 

floo r o f a Korean trad itiona l home, looking 
o u t upon a c o u rty a rd  garden o r  s im p ly  

gazing  a t the  handsom e w o o d  and c lay  
ceiling above.

G y e o n g g i je o n  S h r in e  3 7 1 9
A t the entrance o f Jeonju H anok Village is 

Gyeonggijeon Shrine, a wonderfu l example 
o f Joseon-era Confucian architecture. The 

shrine holds a po rtra it o f Y i Seong-gye, the 
local son w ho founded the Joseon Dynasty 

in 1392, as well as portra its o f several other 
later kings. The current complex was bu ilt 

in 1616.

The Land of Bibimbap
Many Koreans associate Jeonju with good food. And there's a reason for this—the local 
cuisine is simply outstanding. It’s so good, in fact, that once you’ve eaten here, eating 
anywhere else is likely to be disappointing by comparison.

The star of jeonju’s cuisine is Jeonju bibimbap. A representative dish of the Joseon era and 
one of the most popular Korean foods today, Jeonju bibimbap—rke  mixed with vegetables, 
meat, egg and other ingredients—is packed with flavor and nutrients, and served with a 
table full of side dishes. There are numerous places 
where you can taste Jeonju bibimbap—any taxi driver 
could probably recommend you one—but the most 
famous of the city’s bibimbap houses is Gogung 
(063-251-3211) in Deokjin-dong ^ tiS , not far from 
Sori Arts Center of Jeollabuk-do and Jeollabuk-do 
Korean Traditional Performing Arts Center. Here, a 
bibimbap will run you 11,000 won, but oh, is it worth it.

http://tour.jeonju.go.kr
http://www.jjhanok.com
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Jeondong Cathedral (left), Jeonju Hyanggo

J e o n d o n g  C a th e d r a l
A c ro s s  fro m  G y e o n g g ije o n  S h rin e  is 

Jeondong Cathedral, a local landmark and 

m a jo r  C a th o l ic  p i lg r im a g e  s ite . T h e  
im p o s in g  c h u r c h ,  b u i l t  by  F re n c h  
m iss ionaries  in  19 14 , b e a u tifu lly  m ixes 

Romanesque and Byzantine elements— i t ’s 
w e ll w o rth  tak ing  a peek inside. Just next 

to  the church is a handsome old red brick 
bu ild ing that used to  be the residence o f the 
local bishop.

P u n g n a m m u n  G a te
Also nearby is Pungnammun Gate, w h ich  

used to  serve as the south gate o f the city. 
I t ’s Jeo n ju ’s o n ly  su rv iv in g  c ity  gate, the 

o th e r  th re e  h a v in g  been de m o lishe d  in 
1905. The gate has much in common w ith  

Seoul’s landm ark Namdaemun Gate.

J e o n ju  H y a n g g y o
Jeonju H yang gyo  served as a school fo r 
learning the Confucian classics du ring  the 

Joseon era. L ike  the Gyeonggijeon Shrine, 
i t ’s a w o n d e r fu l exa m p le  o f  C o n fu c ia n  
architecture from  the period.

S o r i  A r t s  C e n te r  S B
The massive Sori A rts  Center o f Jeollabuk- 

d o , lo c a te d  in  D e o k jin -d o n g  is
dedicated to  Jeonju’s musical heritage. The 
s ta te -o f-the -art fac ility , w ith  both in d o o r 

and ou tdoor stages, is home to  the Jeonju 
In te rn a tio n a l S o ri F e s tiva l, an a u tu m n  
c e le b ra t io n  o f  m u s ic  th a t  is  K o re a ’s 

p re e m in e n t “ w o r ld  m u s ic ”  fe s t iv a l.  
Located nearby is Je o lla b u k -d o  Korean 
T rad itiona l Perform ing A rts  Center

h o m e  to  o n e  o f  K o r e a ’ s b e s t 

t ra d it io n a l m usic  o rchestras, as w e ll as 
som e o f  th e  n a t io n ’s best t r a d it io n a l 
dancers and pansori vocalists.

Pungnammun Gate, the only surviving gate of 
Jeonju's old city walls.
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Jeonju International Sori Festival

Held every September, the Jeonju International Sori 
Festival is not only Korea's best Korean traditional 
music festival but also a celebration of world music.
The festival usually features all sorts of Korean musical 
genres, including instrumental work, fusion music and 
dance, but at its heart is pansori, the lyrical storytelling 
for which Jeonju (and indeed, all of southwest Korea) is famous. Pansori is often compared 
to “ folk opera," or the bluegrass tradition of American Appalachia. It’s a form of musical 
storytelling featuring a single vocalist accompanied by a drummer, and is particularly 
representative of Korea’s musical culture. This is an unmatched opportunity to see some of 
Korea’s top pansori artists performing their craft. To give the festival a bit of an international 
flavor, overseas world music groups are invited, too. Most of the events are held at the Sori 
Arts Center of Jeollabuk-do, but some are also held in Jeonju Hanok Village and elsewhere 
(www.sorifestival.com).

In addition to the bibimbap (see Travel Tip), another Jeonju specialty is kongnamul gukbap, a 
\ _ /  spicy, clear soup with soybean sprouts and rice. It’s cheap and great for taking the edge off a
what ro hangover. Waengi Kongnamul Gukbap (063-287-6980) near Gyeonggijeon does a fine bowl for

5,000 won. Another good place to try for kongnamul gukbap is Hyeondaeok (063-228-0020), 
across the stream from Jeollabuk-do Provincial Office.

For some hearty eating, try Jo Jeom-nye Nammun Pisundae (063-232-5006) in the Nambu 
Market just south of Pungnammun Gate. A plate of pisundae, a Korean blood sausage with a 
lovely rich taste, goes for 8,000 won. A bowl of sundae gukbap (rice soup with blood sausage) 
goes for 5,000 won.

If you’d like to stay in Jeonju Hanok Village, try Jeonju Hanok Living Experience Center (063- 
287-6300, www.jjhanok.com), where rooms with a communal bathroom go for 70,000 won 

“  (including breakfast). Larger rooms with private bathrooms available, too. The spectacular
Hagindang House (063-284-9929), a Korean-style mansion built in 1908, has rooms beginning 
at 60,000 won (not including breakfast). Cultural programs are available, too.

Another wonderful hanok guest house is Dongnagwon, a restored hanok that also serves as 
a museum to American missionary W.M. Junkin, who lived here after coming to Jeonju in 1895. 
Even more hanok guesthouses can be found at http://tour-eng.jeonju.go.kr.

There are plenty of reasonably priced motels and inns around Jeonju Station, and there’s a 
“ motel village" in Junghwasan-dong, in the south of town, where you can find rooms usually 
for 40,000 won a night. BEN IKEA Jeonju Hansung Tourist Hotel (063-288-0014-5), near Jeonju 
City Hall, has rooms going for 50,000 won a night (weekdays). Each room is decorated with 
hanji (Korean paper). Roughly similar is Jeonju Tourist Hotel (063-280-7700), with rooms 
beginning at 60,000 won a night.

There are four KTX express trains a day from Seoul’s Yongsan Station to Jeonju (2 hrs). There 
are several slower trains, too, that take about three hours, 20 minutes. Buses to Jeonju depart 

T",|*ro0,T from Seoul’s Dong Seoul and Central City Bus terminals (2 hrs 50 min). From Daejeon, buses to 
Jeonju depart from Jeonju Express Bus Terminal (1 hr 20 min), and from Gwangju, they depart 
from U Square (1 hr 20 min).

http://www.sorifestival.com
http://www.jjhanok.com
http://tour-eng.jeonju.go.kr
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Geumsansa Temple 
& Moaksan Provincial Park
Once you’ve had enough o f downtow n Jeonju’s charms, you m ight wish— tim e perm itting—  

to  take a ha lf-hour bus ride (take the N o. 89 bus from  Pungnammun Gate) out o f tow n  to  
nearby G im je , home to  the massive Buddhist monastery o f  Geumsansa, one o f Korea’s 

most im portan t Buddhist temples.
I t ’s believed that the temple was founded in  the firs t year o f the devoutly Buddhist K ing 

Beop o f Baekje, o r 599 AD . From 762 to 766, Precept Master Jinpyo, one o f  early Korea’s 

greatest Buddhist monks, expanded the temple in to  a m ajor monastery. During the Japanese 
invasion o f  1592, most o f the tem ple was b u rn t to  the g round , so many o f its  current 
structures date from  the reconstruction o f 1635.

Geumsansa Temple is a trove o f Korean cu ltu ra l treasures, both o f stone and wood. The 
centerpiece o f Geumsansa is the awe-inspiring M ireukjeon H a ll °№S. Designated National 

Treasure N o . 62, th is  massive s tru c tu re  is the o n ly  rem a in ing  th ree-s to ry  tra d it io n a l 

structure in Korea. The bu ild ing was constructed to  house an equally massive gilded statue 
o f the M a itreya  Buddha; its  ro o f is so heavy th a t each f lo o r  requires separate support 

p illa rs. The current hall dates from  the 1635 reconstruction, a lthough i t ’s been repaired

Mireukjeon Hall
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Jeollabuk-do Provincial ^

a

J h  Mt. Guseongsan

> 4  Mt. Moaksan

0  Geumsansa Temple 

Reservoir

several times since.

M ireukjeon H a ll is on ly  one o f  several im portant 
cu ltu ra l properties in  the m onastery’s possession. 

Several stone pagodas, stone lanterns and wooden 
halls have also been designated na tional treasures 

by the government. The m ounta in on whose slopes 
the temple rests, M t. Moaksan js considered 

s p i r i t u a l ly  im p o r ta n t  b y  K o re a ’s s h a m a n is t 
community. You should set aside at least ha lf a day 

i f  you’ re to  appreciate Geumsansa fully.
Geum sansa: ф  3,000 (£) 063-548-4441 6  www. 
geumsansa.org (KR) @ Bus No. 79 from Jeonju Bus 
Terminal (40 min.)
M oaksan P rov inc ia l Park: ф  3,000 ®  063-222-7816 
®  Bus No. 970 on Paldallo a s s  (40 min.)

1. Daejangjeon Hall 2. Geumsansa 5-story Pagoda 3. Buddhas in Main Hall

В



4 1 0  S e o u l  S e l e c t io n  G u id e s : K o r e a

Mireuksa Temple Site DI -AW
In  a fie ld about an hour’s drive no rth  from  Jeonju 
are the ruins o f M ireuksa the greatest temple 

o f the Baekje K ingdom . The temple itse lf has long I 
since disappeared bu t its massive stone pagoda still 

rem ains, s tand ing  sen tine l ove r its  pa tch  o f  the 
fertile Honam Plain.

A ccord ing  to  the Samgukyusa, a 13th cen tury 
Korean history book, Mireuksa (“ M aitreya Temple” ) 

was founded during the reign o f King M u  o f Baekje 
(r. 600-641). The king and his w ife, the Silla princess 

Seonhwa, were traveling to Sajasa Temple to  see the 
Ven. Jimyeong, a respected Baekje monk. A long the 

w ay , th e y  passed a p o n d  a t the  fo o t  o f  M t .
Yonghwasan, and in the pond appeared the Maitreya 

( “ Future Buddha” ), flanked by tw o  B odhisattva.
Impressed by what she saw, Princess Seonhwa had the pond filled up and a grand temple bu ilt 
on the location. N aturally, the temple was named fo r the Maitreya Buddha.

Judging from  w hat survives today— admittedly, i t ’s no t much— includ ing the foundation 
stones and what has been excavated, we can easily see that the temple was one o f the largest 

in Korea, i f  not all Northeast Asia. M ost temples have a single main dharma hall. M ireuksa 
had three, each w ith  its ow n courtyard w ith  its own massive pagoda. In fro n t o f the central 

main ha ll, which was the largest, stood a tru ly  gargantuan wooden nine-story pagoda that 
must have been an architectural marvel in its day. In the east and west courtyards, stone 
pagodas modeled on the wooden one were erected.

We know  that the temple survived through the Buddhist Goryeo Dynasty, but was closed 
and fe ll in to  ru in  som etime in  the Joseon Dynasty, when the dynasty’s C onfuc ian  elite 
worked to  discourage Buddhism. By the 18th century, the ruins o f one o f the stone pagodas 

were abandoned in  the m iddle o f a rice paddy; local farmers w ould  c lim b atop the caves to  
take m idday naps.

W hat remains today is the western stone pagoda, a stone base fo r a Buddhist flag pole, 
and a good many foundation stones. Th is is enough, however, fo r us to  picture the grandeur 

o f the o ld  monastery. The western pagoda (N a tiona l Treasure N o . 11) is on ly  p a rtia lly  
intact— three o f the orig ina l nine stories have fallen to  the ground, and the entire back half 

o f the pagoda has collapsed. S till, at 14.24 m high, i t ’s Korea’s tallest pagoda, and also its 
oldest. Excavation and restoration w o rk— in part to  repair shoddy preservation w o rk  by the 
colonial Japanese— has been ongoing.

The eastern pagoda d isappeared  w ith o u t  a tra ce , b u t in  1992 i t  was co m p le te ly  
reconstructed, using the remains o f the western pagoda as a model. There’s a museum, too, 
w ith  displays o f the many objects archaeologists have excavated from  the site, as w ell as 

drawings and models o f how  the temple appeared in  its golden age.
©  9 am to  6 pm. Museum closed Mondays, d i  Free @ From Jeonju Bus Terminal, take a bus to 
Geumma-myeon 3o|g. At Geumma-myeon, transfer to  Iksan Bus No. 41 or 60 and get o ff at 
Mireuksa Temple Site. 6  www.godoiksan.go.kr

http://www.godoiksan.go.kr
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Daedunsan Provincial Park
S tra d d lin g  th e  to w n s  o f  N o n sa n  and  G eum san in
C hungcheongnam -do and W anju in Jeo llabuk-do, M t.

Daedunsan r|,:' (878 m) is a scenic m ountain know n for
its craggy granite peaks, which are said to  resemble the

silk fo ld ing screens trad itiona lly  found in Korean homes.
Take a cable car up most o f the m ountain but from  the

d r o p -o f f  p o in t ,  the  t ra i l  to  the peak is a steep and
sometimes spooky one. Be warned— i f  you’ve got a fear

o f  heights, th is is not a hike fo r you. The high light o f the
c lim b is Geumgang Gureum Bridge a 1 m wide

suspension bridge link ing  tw o  rock peaks over an 80 m
ravine, fo llo w e d  by a vertigo-cha lleng ing  ascent up a

steep, n a rro w  127-step steel staircase up the face o f a
sheer granite c liff. From the top  o f the stairs, it ’s another

20 m inu te h ike to  Macheondae Peak D,* lc«, the highest
peak. I f  you do make it  to  Macheondae, however, you ’ re

re w a rd e d  w i th  f in e  v ie w s  o v e r  th e  s u r ro u n d in g
landscape. I f  you take the cable car, the hike w ill take
you about tw o  hours, round trip .

©  7 am to 6:30 pm В  There are direct buses to Daedunsan 
Provincial Park from Jeonju Bus Terminal (1 hr). It’s actually 
easier to get there, however, from Daejeon's Seobu Intercity 
Bus Terminal (40 min). ©  063-263-9949

Clouds and valleys, Daedunsan 
Provincial Park (top)
Just 127 steps to the peak! (bottom)

Geumgang Gureum Bridge
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G u n s a n

A  th riv ing  center o f trade and commerce during the Japanese colonial period, 
Gunsan is home to  Korea’s largest collection o f imperial-era buildings and relics. 
The c ity  charms v is ito rs  w ith  its exotic atmosphere, bu t beneath the genteel 
colonial exterior o f this former treaty port is a painful history o f expropriation 
and explo itation, the aftereffects o f which are still fe lt today.

У . Prior to 1899, Gunsan was little  more than a small West Sea fishing village.
У In 1899, however, the harbor was opened to international trade, and the 

waterfront area became a foreign-run concession territory. Imperial Japan, desperate for 
additional rice supplies to  feed its growing population o f urban workers, turned a 
covetous eye to the surrounding Honam Plain, Korea’s most agriculturally productive 
region. Ambitious Japanese landlords established massive plantations in the countryside 
while Japanese traders and businessmen set about turning Gunsan into a modern port 
capable o f handling the large amount of rice being exported back to the home islands.
By 1919, the port was home to some 6,581 Koreans and 6,809 Japanese.

When Liberation came in 1945, the Japanese went home, but the ir homes, offices, 
farms and businesses remained to be taken over by local Koreans (with the exception of 
the large Japanese airbase just outside o f town, which was taken over by the Americans 
who remain there to this day).

Japanese-styie Dongguksa Temple, built in 1909
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Gunsan is now a bustling port town taking advantage o f burgeoning trade with China. 
For much o f the post-Liberation period, the town suffered from relative neglect due to 
the development o f other port cities and discriminatory development policies. But 
thanks in part to this neglect, much o f its colonial-era architectural legacy has thus far 
avoided the developer’s wrecking ball.

Dongguksa Temple
Perhaps the most in trigu ing— and certainly 

one o f  the  m ost b e a u tifu l— o f G unsan ’s 
c o lo n ia l-e r a  b u ild in g s  is  D o n g g u k s a  
Temple, located in Geumgwang-dong 39S . 

Founded by a Japanese m o n k  in  1909, 
D o n g g u ksa  is K o re a ’s o n ly  re m a in in g  

Japanese Buddhist tem ple s till function ing  
as a temple. As you pass through the gate, 
you are awestruck by the d istinctly Japanese 

lines o f  the tem ple’s w o o d w o rk . W ith  its 
severe righ t angles, almost complete lack o f 
exterior embellishment, and steeply inclined 

roof, the temple is a picture o f Edo-period 
Japanese temple design.

Inside, the M a in H a ll is solemnly painted 

in white and brow n, quite a contrast to  the

Interior, Dongguksa Temple

c o lo r fu l ly  p a in te d  in te r io rs  o f  K o re an  
temples. The M a in  H a ll, m onks’ quarters 
and ba throom s are connected by in te rna l 

co rrido rs  in  tra d itio n a l Japanese fash ion. 
As i f  to  p u t to  rest any d o u b t as to  the
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tem ple’s orig ins, the bell tha t hangs in  the 
temple’s bell pavilion is d istinctly Japanese, 

having been crafted in K yoto  in 1919. 
d i  Free ® Bus No. 11 through 18 from Gunsan 
Station (30 min) <£) 063-462-5366 6  www. 
dongguksa.or.kr (KR)

Gunsan Customs House 
Old Bank of Choson &
Nagasaki 1 8  Bank less
By the w a te r fro n t o f  N aehang  P ort 

( “ In n e r P o r t ” ) a re  severa l spe c ta cu la r 
examples o f early Western-style architecture. 

The best p rese rved  o f  these is the O ld  
Gunsan Customs House, which dates back to 

1908. Designed most probably by a French 
arch itect (some say German, a lthough the 
f irs t custom s o ff ic e r being French w ou ld  

suggest the form er) and bu ilt o f red bricks 
imported from Belgium, the Customs House 

is an eclectic m ix o f European architectural 
styles— a Gothic roof, Romanesque windows 

and an English-style door. Th is eclecticism 
characterized early modern architecture in 
Japan and throughout its empire.

The money to  bu ild  the Customs House 
was provided by Korea’s royal government, 
a lthough the Japanese oversaw the use o f 

the funds and construction o f the build ing. 
In  th e o ry ,  th e  le v y in g  o f  c u s to m s  on 

in c o m in g  sh ips sh o u ld  have he lped the

struggling Korean economy; instead, most 

o f  the m oney earned w e n t to  paying the 
interest on foreign loans.

A  short w a lk  fro m  the Customs House 

w ill take you to  a massive, nearly derelict 
re d -b r ic k  s tru c tu re  w ith  a d is t in c t iv e ly  

shaped ro o f. T h is  is the fo rm e r Bank o f 
Choson. B u ilt in  1923 by Chinese laborers, 

the bank once boasted o f  being the largest 
b u ild in g  in  Korea ou ts ide  o f  Seoul. The 

ro o f, steeply inclined like  that o f Dongguk
sa Temple, is said to  resemble a Japanese 

samurai’s helmet.
Legend has i t  th a t th e  b u ild in g  was 

designed by a German P O W  taken captive 

by the Japanese in W orld W ar I, but th is is 
unconfirm ed and most like ly  untrue. A fter 

L ib e ra t io n , the  b u ild in g  was used as a 
Gunsan Branch o f Hand Bank before being 

turned in to  a n ightclub. Since a fire several 
years ag o , i t  has been an e m p ty  sh e ll, 

a lthough the c ity  hopes to  one day restore it 
as a museum.

N ea rby  are several o th e r o ld  co lo n ia l 

o f f ic e s  an d  s t ru c tu re s ,  in c lu d in g  the  
handsom e fo rm e r hom e o f  N agasaki 18 

B ank. W ith  c re a m -co lo re d  w a lls  and a 
green roo f, the bank was b u ilt in  1907 and 
was in s tru m e n ta l in  p ro v id in g  funds fo r 

loca l Japanese to  purchase Korean land. 
A lso  nearby is Haem anggul Tunnel sHolSi

Former Gunsan Cu: House (left), Former 18th Bank
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b u ilt in 1926 to  lin k  the po rt w ith  the old 

dow ntow n area. The tunnel is b u ilt through 
a hills ide that itself is a park o ffering superb 

views o f the po rt, and a nice spot to  stretch 
your legs.

Old Japanese Homes of 
Yeonghwa-dong
The neighborhood o f Yeonghwa-dong is a 
lite ra l treasure trove  o f  Japanese co lon ia l 

architecture. U n like  the bu ild ings near the 
w a te r f r o n t ,  w h ic h  are m o s tly  o f f ic ia l  

structures, those in  Yeonghwa-dong were—  
and s till are— private residences. One could 

spend hours wandering around its streets, 
taking in the plethora o f o ld  Japanese-style 
w ooden homes— i t ’s lik e  w a lk in g  on to  a 

f i lm  s e t, w h ic h ,  in  fa c t ,  is  h o w  th e  
neighborhood is often used.

The most impressive o f the homes is the 
fo rm e r H iro ts u  H ouse 7^ .  Located 
near Gunsan G irls H igh School 5t?0W:a§5t 

ш, i t ’ s th e  best p re se rve d  t r a d i t io n a l  

Japanese home in  K orea , ba r none. The 
large wooden yashiki (Japanese mansion) 

was b u ilt by a wealthy drygoods merchant 
by the name o f H iro ts u  to  show  o f f  his

w e a lth  in  a to w n  w here  the e lite  w ere 

m o s tly  p la n ta tio n  ow ners. Ins ide , y o u ’ ll 
find  tatam i rooms and in te rio r passageways 

ty p ic a l o f  Japanese homes. O u ts ide  is a 
beautifu l Japanese garden complete w ith  a 

(now empty) ko i pond. U n til very recently, 
the home was empty and in  need o f repair, 

b u t  i t  is  n o w  u n d e rg o in g  a p r o p e r  
restoration.

Yi Yeong-chun House °I9S71  ̂& 
Old Shimatani Plantation
A  short bus ride outside o f tow n  brings you 

to  the vast rice fields o f the Honam  Plain. 
Peaceful as they m ay appear today, they 

have a b itte r history— w ith  yields some four 
times higher than in Japan but at on ly  one 
ten th  the p r ice , they a ttra c te d  the  keen 

a t te n t io n  o f  Japanese la n d lo rd s  w h o  
estab lished vast p la n ta tio n s  w o rk e d  by 

th o u sa n d s  u p o n  th o u sa n d s  o f  K o re a n  
sharecroppers w h o  led ne arly  s lave -like  

existences.
One bittersweet rem inder o f  this age is 

the form er home o f Dr. Y i Yeong-chun °ISS 

7^ ,  one o f Korea’s earliest Western doctors 

a n d  o f t e n  c a l le d  “ K o r e a ’ s A lb e r t

Hirotsu House, an old Japanese colonial mansion
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S c h w e itz e r ”  f o r  h is  w o r k  a m o n g  the  
peasants o f the Gunsan area.

P rio r to  com ing  in to  Lee’s possession, 
how ever, i t  was a v il la  be long ing  to  his 

employer, Japanese landowner Kum am oto 
R ih e i, one o f  the b iggest land ow ne rs  in 

co lon ia l Korea. Kum am oto’s vast holdings 
am ounted to  fields more than 10 times the 

size o f Yeouido in area, and were w orked 

by some 20,000 Korean tenant farmers.
T h e  fo rm e r K u m a m o to  V illa ,  loca ted  

next to  Gunsan N ursing College 
was rarely used by Kumamoto himself, who 
preferred to  live in Seoul. Nevertheless, it  

was luxuriously  constructed and furnished, 
b u i l t  w i t h  o n ly  th e  f in e s t  im p o r te d  

m a te ria ls . The cos t o f  c o n s tru c tio n  was 
s im ila r to  th a t o f  the Japanese governor- 

general’s residence.
Another short bus ride away, in back o f 

the Balsan Elementary School is

more evidence o f the region’s colon ia l past. 
There , yo u ’ l l  f in d  a co llec tion  o f Korean 

stone pagodas and stone lan te rns , some 
designated na tiona l treasures. Y ou’ l l  also 
find an imposing concrete storehouse w ith  

heavy m etal doors (marked “ M ade in  the 
USA” ).

This used to  be the plantation o f Shimatani 

Yasoya, w ho  came to  Korea in  1903 and 
founded a rice plantation to  produce cheap 
g ra in  fo r  h is  sake b re w e ry  in  Ja p a n . 

S h im a ta n i w as a tre m e n d o u s  lo v e r  o f  
Korean trad itiona l art. So great was his love 
fo r Korean art, in fact, that he plundered a 
grea t deal o f  i t .  The  stone pagodas and 

lanterns behind Balsan Elementary School, 
fo r  exam ple, were moved to  the ir curren t 
location fo r use as garden ornaments. The 

storehouse, m eanwhile, was used to  keep 
safe Shim atani’s vast co llection o f Korean 
pottery and art.

® To get to the old Kumamoto Villa, take Bus No. 
86 from Gunsan Intercity Bus Terminal and get 
off at Gunsan Nursing College. To get to the old

Shimatani Plantation, take Bus No. 21 from the 
terminal and get off at Balsan Overpass and 
walk to Balsan Elementary School. Either trip 
should take you about 30 minutes.

Eocheongdo Island
L o c a te d  som e 70 km  w e s t o f  G un san , 
E o ch e o n g d o  is a p le a sa n t l i t t le  is la n d  

blessed w ith  a na tura l ha rbo r favored by 
local fishermen. Its main scenic spots are the 

lovely old lighthouse on the west end o f the 
island, erected in 1912, and the m igratory 

b ird s  w ho  stop over on the ir way to and 
from  China. There’s (usually) on ly  one boat 
to  the island, so plan on staying overnight. 

There are a couple o f small inns in tow n—  

most cost around 40,000 won a night.
В  Take Bus No. 7 from Gunsan Station to 
Gunsan Coastal Ferry Terminal (90 min), and 
from there take a ferry to Eocheongdo (2 hrs 30 
min, fare: 22,900 won). There is one boat a day 
on weekdays (9 am), and two on weekends 
(7:30 am, 1:30 pm).

Lighthouse, Eocheongdo Island



Seonyudo Island (left), Saemangeum

Seonyudo Island
A  p o p u la r  d e s t in a t io n  in  s u m m e r is 

Seonyudo Island, a small island in  the heart 
o f  the Gogunsan a rch ipe la go  2 5 У 5 Е . A 

little  piece o f o ld  ru ra l Korea, the island is 

inhab ited  by m o s tly  fisherm en, except in  
summer when the population gets a boost 

fro m  large num bers o f  tou ris ts  fro m  the 
mainland. M ost come fo r its lovely beaches 
bu t another fun activ ity  is to  rent a bicycle 
(1 0 ,0 0 0  w o n ) and spend the day b ik in g  

around the island. There are some inns and 
restaurants on the island, and i t ’s a pleasant 

place to  spend the night.
@ Take Bus No. 7 from Gunsan Station to 
Gunsan Coastal Ferry Terminal (fare: 16,650

won, 45 min), and from there take a ferry to 
Seonyudo Island. There are six to seven ferries 
a day, except during the summer, when the 
number is increased to 13 to 14.

Saemangeum ЛНУЗ
N o t so m uch a to u ris t spo t as much as a

m a r v e l  o f  m o d e r n  e n g in e e r in g ,
Saemangeum is one o f the greatest land-

reclamation projects in  the history o f man.
Its  massive 33 km  seawall is the longest

se a w a ll in  th e  w o r ld ,  e d g in g  o u t  the
N e th e rla n d ’s Zu iderzee W orks. By 2020,

the project w il l have produced over 40,000
hectares o f new farm land.

® Take Bus No. 08, 09, 82, 91 or 92 from 
Gunsan Bus Terminal.

Eat

W here to

Transpor t

Gunsan is a port, which means there’s plenty of seafood to be scored. Kunsan Seafood 5 -ysia 
(063-442-1114) is an eight-story raw-fish center right on the waterfront. Look to spend 80,000-
100,000 won here. Also near the old waterfront is Binhaewon (063-445-2429), a historic 
Chinese restaurant that has been serving tasty Chinese cuisine for over 60 years. The rooms on 
the second floor—usually kept for customers with reservations—still maintain their exotic, 
historic charm. Gunsan’s most famous eatery is Lee Sung Dang °l-SS (063-445-2772), Korea’s 
longest continuously operating bakery. Opened first in the 1920s, it was taken over by Koreans 
in 1945. It is particularly famous for its danpatppang, or red bean buns.

You’ ll find plenty of cheap motels around Gunsan City Hall and Gunsan Intercity Bus Terminal. 
There’s also a “ motel village" in Naun-dong Lf§ 5  in the west of town.

The best way to get to Gunsan is to take the KTX from Yongsan Station in Seoul to Iksan, and 
then transfer to a train to Gunsan (2 hrs 30 min). Gunsan Station is a bit outside of town, so 
you’ll need to take a bus or cab to get downtown. Gunsan’s express and inter-city bus 
terminals are within walking distance of the historic waterfront. Buses to Gunsan depart from 
Seoul’s Central Central City Terminal (2 hrs 30 min).

Gunsan is also well-connected by bus to Jeonju, Iksan and other cities in Jeollabuk-do. 
Gunsan also has an airport, although the runway is mostly used by the adjoining US Air Force 
base. There are two flights a day from Gunsan to Jeju-do—call 063-471-5001 or visit h ttp :// 
gunsan.airport.co.kr for more information.
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B y e o n s a n b a n d o  N a t io n a l  P a r k

“ Have a cup o f tea before you go,”  reads the sign on the tea house o f Naesosa 
Temple. This weary traveler, not one to  turn down such a welcoming offer, steps 
inside the teahouse o f Naesosa Temple and boils himself a nice kettle o f green tea, 
a welcome treat. Outside the open sliding doors sits a weathered old stone pagoda 
and, beyond it, the tile  roofs o f the temple; further still are the forested hillsides o f 
the beautiful mountains.

In  a land filled w ith  beauty, few places match the natural splendor o f Byeonsan 
Peninsula. J u tt in g  o u t fro m  the sm a ll to w n  o f  Buan in  sou thw este rn  
Jeollabuk-do Province, Byeonsan Peninsula— long protected as part o f  Korea’s 
N a tiona l Park system— has something fo r everyone. Its gorgeous mountains, 
dotted w ith  dram atic  c liffs , w a te rfa lls , lakes and ancient B uddhist temples, 
beckon the hiker and cultural tourist, while lovers flock to its beaches to  take in 
spectacular sunsets.

Naesosa Temple blends fine craftsmanship with splendid natural surroundings.



Lavnilt lnner Byeonsan or “ Naebyeonsan" is the lovely mountainous interior of 
У the Byeonsan Peninsula. It’s here you’ ll find most o f the quality hiking 

opportunities, w ith Jikso Falls and Nakjodae Peak (roughly 450 m) as two popular 
options. The interior is also home to Naesosa and Gaeamsa, two of Korea’s most 
underrated Buddhist temples. Once you’ve had enough o f the mountains, head to Outer 
Byeonsan or Oebyeonsan УУУ, and enjoy some o f the peninsula’s maritime scenery.

Naesosa Temple
Naesosa Tem ple is Byeonsan Peninsu la’s 

m ost v is ited  tem p le . It's  n o t ha rd  to  see 
w h y— the s tro ll to  the  tem ple  set am idst 
tow ering  pine trees is sim ply magical. The 
te m p le  its e lf  is blessed w ith  a d ra m a tic  

m o u n ta in  b a ckd ro p  and is hom e to  tw o  
treasures: a temple bell from  the Goryeo era 

(N a t io n a l  T re a s u re  N o . 2 7 7 )  and an 
absolutely spectacular M a in  H a ll (N ational 
Treasure N o. 291). Be sure to  check out the 
designs on the fine ly  cra fted doors. A lso, 
lo o k  around the many other bu ild ings on 

the c o m p o u n d — i t ’s a treasure  tro ve  o f 

Korean trad itiona l architecture.
2,000 won ®  063-583-7281 6 www. 

naesosa.org (KR) В  Take Bus No. 350 or 301 to 
the temple (50 min) from Buan Bus Terminal.

Teahouse. Naesosa Temple
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Jikso Falls
Jikso  Fa lls  is one o f  the pen insu la ’s best 

known scenic spots, and one o f the easiest 
to  reach in  In n e r Byeonsan— i t ’s a 4  km  

h ike  fro m  Naesosa Tem ple. The scenery 

along the hike— past beautifu l mountains, 
r iv e r s  a n d  s to n e  fa ce s— m a kes  fo r  a 
pleasant stro ll.

Nakjodae Peak
Nakjodae Peak is reputed to  have the finest 
sunsets in  Korea. You have to  w o rk  hard to 

see th a t sunset, th o u g h . The h ike  to  the 
peak from  Namyeochi T icke t O ffice  y ° l* lnH 

isn’t  easy— it ’s one hard hour-long slog. 

Bring your h ik ing  boots— you’l l  need them.

N o t fa r fro m  Nakjodae is W olmyeongam S 
32!, a small Buddhist hermitage. I f  you ’ re 

really am bitious, try  to  v is it the hermitage 

b e fo re  d a w n — y o u ’ l l  be g re e te d  w i th  
unforgettable views o f the m ist hanging in 
the hills.
ffl From Buan, take a bus for Gyeokpo and 
get off at Byeonsan (20 min). From there, 
take a taxi to Namyeochi Ticket Office (15 min). 
Otherwise, you can hike there from Naesosa, 
but it’s a three hour journey.

Gaeamsa Temple 7НУЛ1
W h ile  n o t q u ite  as v is ite d  as Naesosa, 
Gaeamsa Temple a llow s you to  enjoy your 

t e m p le  e x p e r ie n c e  in  p e a c e  a n d  
t ra n q u ility — a m id s t some fine  m oun ta in  
scenery, one should  add. The M a in  H a ll,

Jikso Falls (left), Gaeamsa Temple (right)



which dates from  1636, is a masterpiece o f 

Korean wooden architecture. I f  you ’ re the 
meditating sort, be sure to  spend some time 

inside.
®  063-583-3871 @ From Buan Bus Terminal, 
take a bus for Julpo Sfi/ Gomso 5Д or Gyeokpo 
-5  /Naesosa and get off at the entrance of 
Gaeamsa (15 min).

Seaside Drive
I f  you ’ve go t a car, take a le isure ly drive 
along the seaside road— start on Route 30 

and keep going. Once you get to  Gosapo 
Beach, the road w ill sp lit o f f  in to  a “ seaside 

d rive  ro a d ’’ th a t w i l l  even tua lly  meet up 
again w ith  Route 30.

Chaeseokgang 
& jeokbyeokgang
C haeseokgang is a ro cky , s tra t if ie d  c l i f f  

overlooking the sea. A t the bo ttom  o f  the 
c lif f  are a series o f caves that you can enter 

at low  tide. W hile  the c liffs  themselves are 
quite impressive, the spot is more famous as 

a place from  which to  take in the sunrise. 
A bou t 1 km away is a s im ilar set o f cliffs  

known as Jeokbyeokgang, which is also a 
great place to  witness the dawning sun.
8  From Buan Bus Terminal, take a bus for 
Gyeokpo (40 min)

Chaeseokgang (top), Jeokseokgang

While there are accommodations in downtown Buan-gun, where you really want to stay are 
2-П-1 the seaside hotels in Byeonsanbando National Park itself. Ones to try include Chaeseok 

WhstayT0 Resote! Oakvill (063-583-8046), Sunset Festival Pension бнуон^! (063-582-0405)
and Dongjin Castle (063-583-0179), to name a few. Prices usually start at 40,000 to
50,000 won for a two-person room.

Express buses to Buan-gun leave hourly from Seoul’s Central City Bus Terminal. The trip takes 
about 3 hours, 10 minutes. From Buan, there are local buses that take you to the major tourist 
sites such as Naesosa Temple and Chaeseokgang.
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G o c h a n g

Located in the southwestern corner o f the province, Gochang is a friendly but 
very rural town known nationally fo r its excellent raspberry wine o r bokbun ja ju  

There’s not a whole lo t happening in the tow n itself— life moves pretty 

s low ly in these parts— but it  does have a very well-preserved Joseon Dynasty 
fortress tha t’s w orth  a visit. Just outside o f town, too, are the beautiful Buddhist 
monastery o f Seonunsa and ancient dolmen sites that are designated a UNESCO 
W orld Heritage Site.

Gochangeupseong Fortress
R inging a forested h illo ck  in  the south o f 

to w n  is Gochangeupseong Fortress (also 
k n o w n  as M o ya n g se o n g  a w e ll-

preserved ring o f stone walls from  the early 
J o s e o n  D y n a s ty .  I t s  e x a c t  d a te  o f  
c o n s tru c tio n  is u n c e rta in , bu t evidence 

suggests it  was b u ilt e ither in  the 15th o r 
1 6 th  c e n tu ry .  W h ile  m o s t s u r v iv in g

fortresses in  Korea are mountain fortresses 
ringing high mountaintops (sanseong), this is 

one o f on ly  a handful o f remaining lowland 
fortresses (eupseong) th a t were b u ilt  to  

defend coastal towns from  the endemic raids 
by Japanese pirates du ring  the Goryeo and 

Joseon dynasties. A nd unlike other lowland 
fortresses, such as Naganeupseong Fortress, 

these walls never encircled an actual town.

Gochangeupseong Fortress, one of Korea’s few remaining lowland fortresses 
and site of the annual Dapseong Nori procession
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In s te a d , i t  housed a la rg e  g o ve rn m e n t 
com p lex  where the loca l m ag istra te  and 
other offic ia ls lived and worked.

The fortress roughly forms a ring w ith  a 
1,684 m circumference, w ith  w alls fou r to  

six meters high— to walk completely around 
it  takes about 30 minutes. I t  has three gates 
(themselves protected by additional crescent- 

shaped w a lls ) ,  tw o  f lo o d g a te s  and s ix  
de fensive ba s tions . In  the o ld  days, the 
fortress was also surrounded by a moat for 

added p ro tec tio n . Inside, the governm ent 
complex disappeared ages ago, but 14 o f the 
original 22 build ing have been reconstructed. 
O f these, the most im portant was the gaeksa, 
an offic ia l guesthouse where royal emissaries 
stayed and where loca l o ff ic ia ls  regu la rly  
performed ceremonies to honor the king. The 

fortress is especially beautiful in spring time 
when it  is surrounded by a sea o f bright pink 

royal azaleas.
ф  1,000 won ® 10-minute walk from Gochang 
Bus Terminal @ 063-560-2313

Gochang Dolmen Site
D olm en  (goindol in  K orean) are s ing le 
c h a m b e r s tone to m b s , u s u a lly  seve ra l 
u p r ig h t  stones s u p p o rt in g  a la rg e , f la t  

capstone. They can be fou nd  th roug hou t 
m u c h  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  w o r ld  b u t  a re  

especially p len tifu l in Korea, where dolmen- 
bu ild ing cultures held sway throughout the 

N eo lith ic  and Bronze ages.
Gochang has a particu larly large number 

o f dolmen, w ith  no fewer than 447 o f them

Gochang Dolmen Site, a UNESCO World Heritage Site
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Da p s e o n g  N o r i  &
Go c h a n g  M o y a n g  Fo r t r e s s  Fe s t iv a l

The fortress’ relatively good state of 
preservation is partially thanks to a 
tradition practiced by Gochang’s 
womenfolk. In spring, women would 
gather to walk the entire length of 
the walls carrying a stone on their 
head. At the end o f the walk, they 
would drop the stone at the fortress 
gate. This aim was to harden the 
fortress walls, which would loosen 
in spring, and provide a supply of 

stone for use as artillery or fortress repairs. For women involved, a single walk around 
the fortress was said to prevent disease, two times would bring good health and a 
long life, and three times around grant them entry into paradise. According to 
tradition, this was particularly effective in lunar leap months, and especially on the 
6th, 16th and 26th o f the lunar leap month, when the gates to heaven were said to be 
open.

Nowadays, this tradition has been moved to mid-October, when Gochang hosts the 
annual Gochang Moyang Fortress Festival. If you’re in the region in October, don’t miss 
this event—the parade o f hanbok-dad women carrying stones upon their head as 
they stroll along the fortress walls tru ly is a sight to behold. 6  www.gochang.go.kr/festival

found at the Gochang Dolm en Site south o f 
to w n  near the v illage o f  Jungn im -ri 

Here you ’ ll find  a large, roadside grass field 
covered w ith  dolmen, some as large as 300 
tons. Th is spot, a long w ith  several others 

ac ross  th e  c o u n try ,  is re g is te re d  as a 
UNESCO W orld  Heritage Site.

A  700 m  w a lk to  the south o f  the site, at 
another g roup o f  dolm en in the village o f 
D o s a n - r i  £ - tal ,  is  G o c h a n g  D o lm e n  

M useum  (0 6 3 -5 6 0 -2 5 7 6 -8 ) ,
where there are displays o f prehistoric and 
Bronze Age life  in Korea. A nd i f  you’ve ever 

w o n d e re d  h o w  the  a n c ie n ts  m oved the 
m assive stones fro m  the  q u a rry  to  the 
do lm en  sites, the re ’s a hands-on e x h ib it  

where you can try  to  pu ll a dolm en stone 
on wooden runners.

©  9 am to 6 pm. Closed Mondays, 9 am to 5 pm 
(Nov-Feb) ф  Free. Outdoor sites are free but 
museum admission is 3,000 won S From 
Gochang Bus Terminal, take a bus for Gochang- 
Jungnim and get off at Gochang Dolmen 
Museum (20 min). From there, it's a 700 m walk 
north across the river to the dolmen site. ®  063-
560-8666 6  www.gcdolmen.go.kr

Seonunsa Temple & Seonunsan 
Provincial Park
Seonunsa T e m p le  is a lo v e ly  B u d d h is t 
tem ple and p o p u la r weekend destination 

fo r residents o f  southwestern Korea. N o t so 
long ago, this was a pretty big monastery, 
w ith  189 b u ild ings  and 89 herm itages in 

the late Joseon Dynasty. I t ’s nowhere near 
as b ig  now , b u t is s t i l l  one o f  the m ore 
im p o r ta n t  te m p le s  in  th is  p a r t  o f  the  

c o u n try . U n lik e  som e o f  the o th e r  b ig

http://www.gochang.go.kr/festival
http://www.gcdolmen.go.kr
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temples in  the region, th is  one was saved 
fro m  b e in g  b u rn in g  d o w n  d u r in g  the  

K o re an  W a r w hen  the  p o lice  o ff ic e r  in  

charge o f  loca l security refused orders to  
destroy it.

Seonunsa was fou n d e d  in  5 7 7  by the 
Baekje m onk Geomdan. Back then, this was 

bandit country, so in  addition to the usual 
su tra  re ad ing  and m e d ita tio n , the good 

m onk also taught the locals more legitimate 
p ro fessions, in c lu d in g  paperm aking  and 

dry in g  salt fro m  the nearby sea. To repay 
th e ir  d e b t to  G eom dan , v illa g e rs  w o u ld  

o ffe r the ir salt to  the temple tw ice a year. 
The sea sa lt p ro d u c tio n  o f the v illage  o f 
Sadeung has continued the tra d ition  to  this 

day every autum n, when the villagers dress 
in Baekje-era c lo th ing, load up an ox w ith  

sacks o f  s a lt  a n d  m a rc h  to  S eonunsa 
Temple to  deliver the cargo.

S e o n u n s a  has a lo n g  S eon (Z e n )  
tra d ition , as its name— which translates as 

“ M e d i ta t io n  C lo u d  T e m p le ” — w o u ld  
suggest. The p re c in c t is blessed w ith  a 

n u m b e r  o f  h a n d s o m e  o ld  b u ild in g s ,  
in c lu d in g  D a e u n g b o je o n  ЧШ аа (M a in

Daffodils, Seonunsa Temple

H a ll) , b u ilt  in  1618. D o n ’t  miss the 17th 
century murals on the w a ll behind the altar. 

The temple feels its age— in a good way—  
w ith  its  faded co lo rs  lend ing  an an tique  
charm not found nearly enough at Korea’s 

o ld e r tem ples. Be sure to  check o u t the 
w i ld ly  c ro o k e d  beam s h o ld in g  up  the

It’s not big, but Seonunsan Provincial Park is a pleasant mix of nature and culture.



Maitreya Buddha. Seonunsan Provincial Park

ceiling o f the Manseru Hall a dramatic 
dem onstration o f  Koreans’ preference fo r 
natural lines over artifice. Seonunsa Temple 

is m ost p ic tu re sq u e  in  s p r in g  w hen its  
famous camellia grove behind the main hall 
blooms in fu ll color.

Hugging the temple is M t.  Seonunsan ^
(335 m ), o r  as i t  was o r ig in a lly  called, 

M t .  D oso lsan  I t ’s n o t ta l l  b u t its
pretty valleys and th ick  forests have led to 

comparisons, a lbeit greatly exaggerated, to 
N o r th  K o re a ’ s s c e n ic  G e u m g a n g sa n  

M ountains. The forests are qu ite co lo rfu l in 
s p r in g  and a u tu m n . T h e  m o st p o p u la r  

h ik in g  t r a i l  take s  y o u  fro m  Seonunsa 
Temple up Dosol Valley through a

ca ve  a n d  to  D o s o ra m  a s m a ll
Buddhist hermitage near which you ’ ll find a 

g ia n t 15 .6  m ta l l  c l i f f  c a rv in g  o f  the 

M a it r e y a  B u d d h a  f r o m  th e  G o ry e o  
Dynasty. A lso nearby, up a f lig h t o f stone 
steps, is Naewongung UlSS, a small wooden 

hall bu ilt atop a big rock. The views o f the 
m ountain here are beautifu l, and be sure to 

check ou t the G oryeo Dynasty g ilt  bronze 
seated Bodhisattva in the hall itself.

From Dosoram, you can either return to 

Seonunsa Temple o r press on a b it more to 
N a k jo d a e  ( “ S u n se t R o c k ” ) and  

Cheonmabong Peak The entire hike 
should take you three hours, round trip . 
ф  3,000 won ® Take a local bus from Gochang 
Bus Terminal to Seonunsa (30 min). ®  Seonunsa 
Temple 063-561-1422, Seonunsan Provincial 
Park 063-563-3450 6  www.seonunsa.org

A tasty local specialty is the Pungcheon eel caught where Gochang’s freshwater X £ - f
streams meet the salt waters of the Pacific. Marinated and broiled, the eel has a wonderfully 
rich, savory flavor. It’s best consumed with Gochang’s greatest contribution to Korean cuisine, №н" го
bokbunjaju, a sweet fruit wine made from black raspberries. You can find restaurants doing 
this dish in front of Seonunsan Provincial Park Expect to pay about 20,000 won.

aIf you’d like to stay downtown, there are some cheap inns near Gochang Bus Terminal. Just 
west of town is Hotel Hidden =15581 (063-562-1006), a pleasant motel with its own beauty spa 
with rooms beginning at 35,000 won a night. There are some hotels and inns at the entrance WHS“ ‘ T0
of Seonunsan Provincial Park, too, including the Seonunsan Tourist Hotel (063-
561-3377, 70,000 won a night) and Seonunsan Youth Hostel (063-561-3333,
40,000 won a night).

Gochang is connected by bus from Gwangju (1 hr 10 min), Jeonju (1 hr 20 min), Jeongeup (30 
min) and other towns in Jeollabuk-do.

Transport

http://www.seonunsa.org
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S trad d ling  the boundaries o f Jeongeup SS and Jangseong o t i lik e  a great 
amphitheater, M t. Naejangsan (763 m) is best known fo r its spectacular autumn 
foliage, some o f most colorfu l in Korea. Two lovely Buddhist temples, Naejangsa 
and Baegyangsa, complement the breathtaking scenery.

Hiking Naejangsan National Park
M t. Naejangsan is not especially high but 
the  t ra i ls  are steep, and fo l lo w in g  the 

ridgeline can be an exasperating experience 
as you go up and down the series o f peaks. 

M ost hikers begin a t Naejangsa Temple 
Ai, w here  the re  are tw o  h a lf-r id g e  h ikes 

(about 4 hours each) or, i f  you ’ re feeling up 

to  i t ,  a fu ll ridge  h ike (11 km , 7 hours). 
There’s also another tra il link ing  Naejangsa 
and Baegyangsa via the main ridgeline and 

the rocky peak o f Baekhakbong (10.9

km , 7 hours) and the Sunchang Saejae Pass 
£ S ahxh. Whichever way you go, be prepared 

fo r a slog.

Enjoying the Foliage
F o rtu n a te ly , you d o n ’ t  need to  h ike  the 

m ounta in to  enjoy its autum nal splendor; in 
fact, m ost v is ito rs  don ’t. The d e lig h tfu lly  
lo n g  s t r o l l  f r o m  th e  p a r k in g  lo t  to  

N a e ja n g s a  T e m p le ,  u n d e rn e a th  an 
increasingly th ick canopy o f crimson maple 

leaves, is re w a rd in g  enough. A  p o p u la r

N aejangsan N ational P ark’s b rillian t au tum n fo liage is som e of the  fines t in the  country.



Naejangsa Temple

Yeonjabong

Temple

lakbong

Temple

o p tio n  is to  take  the cable c a r fro m  the 

fr o n t  o f  N aejangsa Tem ple (6 ,0 0 0  w o n  
r o u n d  t r i p ,  4 ,0 0 0  w o n  o n e -w a y )  to  
Y e o n ja b o n g  Peak and a n e a rb y



observation pavilion w ith  w onderfu l views 
o f  the ridg e line , and then w a lk  le isu re ly  

ba ck  d o w n  fro m  th e re  to  N a e ja n g sa . 
Another op tion is to  take the relatively less 

tax ing  tra il up the Geumseon Valley S t!7!5*, 
w ith  its beautiful waterfalls and, o f course, 

foilage galore. The best tim e to  take in  the 
a u tu m n  c o lo rs  a t N a e ja n g s a  is e a r ly  

November, but this can change depending 
on weather conditions.

Naejangsa Temple
Naejansa Temple was founded in  the 7 th 
century, when this part o f the country was 

p a r t o f  the  Baekje K in g d o m . T ra g ica lly , 
aside fro m  the co lle c tio n  o f  o ld  stupa in



Baegyangsa Temple is just magical in autumn.

fro n t o f  the precinct, the tem ple has very-
litt le  to  show fo r its history— it was burned

to the ground during the Korean War. W hat
you see today is a post-war reconstruction.

The newness o f  its  b u ild in g s  aside, in
terms o f location, Naejangsa can’t  be beat,
h id d e n  aw ay in  a b e a u tifu l v a lle y  th a t

erupts in to  a r io t o f  co lo r come fa ll. One
s p o t p a r t ic u la r ly  p o p u la r  w i th  lo c a l

p h o to g ra p h e rs  is  a p o n d  and  a sm a ll
pavilion along the path to  the temple, right
in  fro n t o f the cable car term inal.

ф  3.000 won ©  063-538-7878 
6 www.naejangsa.org (KR)

Baegyangsa Temple
W hile included w ith in  Naejangsan N ationa l 

Park, Baegyangsa Temple is a t the fo o t o f a 
separa te  m o u n ta in , and  is m o s t ea s ily  
reached on a separate trip .

Like Naejangsa Temple, Baegyangsa is an 
ancient monastery (founded in 632) that was 

sadly bu rn t down during  the Korean War, 
save fo r its Daeungjeon (M a in  H a ll) 
and G eungnakjeon ^ 9  (N irva n a  H a ll) ,  

w h ic h  m anaged to  s u rv iv e . A ls o , lik e  
Naejangsa, the temple’s location beneath the 

dramatic rocky peaks o f M t. Baegamsan 
9  is sim ply breathtaking. The most scenic 

spot is a pond just in fro n t o f the tem ple 

where the re flec tion  o f  the m ounta in  and 
one o f  the te m p le ’s w ooden  p a v ilio n s  is 

simply magical.
I t  ca n ’ t  be em phasized m ore  th a t the 

a u tu m n  fo lia g e  here is t r u ly  gorgeous. 

Baegyangsa is also fam ous fo r  its  spring 
co lors, too , so much so th a t a p roverb ia l 
s a y in g  goes “ B a e g ya n g sa  in  s p r in g ,  
Naejangsa in  autum n.”  ^  3,000 won ©  061- 
392-7502 6  www.baekyangsa.org

To get to Naejangsa, you must first go to the town of Jeongeup SB—you can do this by bus or 
train from Jeonju 9 ^  ( i  hr), or by bus from one of the surrounding towns. From jeongeup Bus 

t «a n s r o «t Terminal, take bus 171 to Naejangsan National Park (30 min). To get to Baegyangsa, you first 
need to go to the town of Jangseong SS (35 minutes by bus from Jeongeup), and from there 
take a bus to Baegyangsa. There are also direct buses to Baegyangsa from Gwangju’s 
U-Square (1 hr 20 min).

The main gateway to Maisan Provincial Park is the small town of Jinan. From Seoul, buses to 
Jinan depart from Seoul Central City Bus Terminal (3 hrs 30 min). Buses from Jeonju, 
meanwhile, take just 30 minutes.

http://www.naejangsa.org
http://www.baekyangsa.org
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M a is a n  P r o v in c ia l  P a r k  а 1 -°1 -У Е И 3 9

Maisan Provincial Park is a bizarre, almost a surreal place. M t. Maisan (“ Horse 
Ear M ounta in” ) is not so much a mountain as it is tw o huge pointed outcrops o f 
sedimentary rocks, each one over 600 m high. Between the tw o peaks sits one o f 
the most unusual Buddhist temples in Korea, featuring easily one o f the country’s 
most mysterious landscapes.

Mt. Maisan Di°l-f
Some 100 m illion  years ago, the area that is 

n o w  M t.  M a isan  was a fre sh w a te r lake 
w h e re  th e  w e ig h t  o f  th e  w a te r  ha d  

com pressed the  sand and  pebb les in to  
aqueous rock. Then, 60 to  70 m illion  years 

a g o , c r u s ta l  m o v e m e n ts  t h r u s t  th e  
sed im entary ro ck  upw ards, fo rm in g  M t. 
Maisan. Aquatic fossils can he found on the 
m ountain even today.

T h e  legend  b e h in d  th e  m o u n ta in ’s 

c re a tio n  is a b i t  m ore c o lo r fu l,  tho ugh . 
O nce , tw o  fa ir ie s — one m a le  and  one 
fem ale— came dow n fro m  the heavens to 

live  as humans. W h ile  on Earth, they had

tw o  c h ild re n . O ne day, ho w e ve r, they 
decided it  was time to  return to  the heavens. 

There was a catch, though— if  anybody saw 
them try ing to  leave, they w ould  be stuck on 

earth forever. The male wished to  leave at 
n ig h t bu t the fem ale, a fra id  o f the da rk , 
insisted on leaving in the m orn ing . When 

they were preparing to  take o ff, however, a 
local villager saw them and screamed. N ow  

unable to  leave, the rock fam ily returned to 
e a rth . The husband , a n g ry  a t h is  w ife , 

snatched his tw o  children and pushed his 
w ife  aw ay. He tu rn e d  h im s e lf in to  the 

eastern peak; its tw o  attached sub-peaks are 
his ch ildren. The western peak is his wife.

The surreal "horse ear peaks of Maisan National Park



Tapsa Tem ple ’s rough ly  80 s tone  pagodas w e re  erected by a  s ing le  herm it.

her head hung in shame.

T h e  ea s te rn  peak (6 8 0  m ) is c a lle d  
S u tm a ib o n g  * at°IS ( “ M a le  H o rs e  E a r 
P eak” ), and  the  w este rn  peak (6 86  m) 

A m m a ib o n g  SD№IS ( “ Fem ale H orse  Ear 

Peak” ). M o s t vis itors don ’t actua lly  c lim b 
the peaks, though. Rather, they transverse 
the park from  the northern pa rk ing  lo t to 

the southern one via the pass between the 
tw o  peaks, passing the Buddhist temple o f 

Tapsa along the way. The tra il takes about 
tw o  hours to  complete.

Tapsa Temple ^
O n  the  s o u th  s ide  o f  the  pass, in  the 
shadow o f the peaks, is Tapsa Temple. I t ’s a 
sm a ll tem ple  b u t in  its  c o u rty a rd  are no 

fewer than  80 pagodas made fro m  hand- 
p iled  stones. These pagodas were erected 
over the course o f th irty  years by a herm it, 
Y i Gap-nyong (1860-1957), w ho  retreated 

to  Tapsa at the age o f 25 after the death o f 
his pa ren ts . W ish in g  to  rea lize  a be tte r 

w o r ld  b a se d  o n  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  
C onfucianism , Buddhism and Seon (Zen), 
he began erecting stone pagodas— one level

a day— as a prayer to  cleanse the sins o f the 
w o rld . D urin g  the day he gathered rocks, 

and at n igh t he w o u ld  p ray and erect his 

towers. M o s t o f the rocks came from  M t. 
Maisan itself, but he also made pilgrimages 
to  o th e r  sacred m o u n ta in s  th ro u g h o u t 

Korea, b r in g in g  back w ith  h im  stones to  
use in  h is  pagodas. Y i b u il t  h is  tow e rs  

stoutly, erecting canonical pyramids topped 
o f f  w ith  f la t  stone fin ia ls . H e o r ig in a lly  
b u i l t  1 0 8  p a g o d a s ,  a r e fe re n c e  to  

Buddhism’s 108 Defilements. Some o f these 
are tru ly  impressive feats o f construction, 

in c lu d in g  the 13.5 m ta l l  tw in  pagodas 
beh ind  the m a in  h a ll,  w h ic h  to o k  three 
years to build. W hile  some o f the pagodas 
have co llapsed due to  to u r is ts  to u ch in g  

them, none have fallen due to  the elements.
A s i f  th e  v ib e  o f  th e  p la ce  w a s n ’ t 

m ys te rio u s  en ough , w hen  m o n ks  leave 

bow ls o f  w ate r outside in  the w in te r, the 
w ate r freezes in to  towers (a phenomenon 

called ice spikes).
ф  2,000 won (g) Tapsa Temple: 063-433-0012, 
Maisan Provincial Park: 063-433-3313 6 www. 
maisantapsa.co.kr (KR)

Tr anspor t

The main gateway to Maisan Provincial Park is the small town of Jinan. From Jinan, it's a short 
bus or taxi ride to the park (5 min). From Seoul, buses to Jinan depart from Seoul Central City 
Bus Terminal (3 hrs 30 min). Buses from Jeonju, meanwhile, takes just 30 minutes.
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D e o g y u s a n  N a t io n a l  P a r k

Located near the town o f M u ju  M t. Deogyusan is known largely as a skiing 
and w in te r  spo rts  d e s t in a tio n — the m o u n ta in  hosted the  1997  W in te r  
Universiade. The mountains here get some o f the heaviest snowfalls outside of 
Gangwon-do Province, and the w inter scenery can be quite spectacular. Even if  
you’re not a skier, the peaks and valleys o f Deogyusan National Park offer plenty 
o f quality h ik ing opportunities.

Deogyusan National Park

M t.  D eogyusan has a num ber o f  peaks, 

includ ing its highest Hyangjeokbong S5® , 
which tops out a t 1,614 m. I f  you'd like to  

hike the whole ridgeline, you could do it  in 
about 12 hours— the m ounta in is high but 

broad, so i t ’s not steep, and the lack o f tree 
cover in the higher altitudes allows fo r wide

views over the surrounding landscape. One

p a rt ic u la r  area th a t gets a good deal o f
a ttention is Gucheon-dong Valley

w ith  its so-called “ 33 Scenic Spots.”  M ost
are odd o r slightly dramatic rock formations

o r waterfalls but, taken together, i t ’s all quite
nice and w orth  the stroll.

Л  Free IS Take a bus from Muju Bus Terminal 
to Gucheondong Bus Stop. ®  063-322-3473 
6 http://english.knps.or.kr

Mt. Deogyusan’s winter scenery is truly breathtaking.

http://english.knps.or.kr
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Stay

Deogyusan Ski Resort is one of Korea’s top winter sports destinations.

Deogyusan Ski Resort
D eogyusan  Ski R esort ( fo rm e r ly  M u ju  

R e so rt) com pe tes  w ith  P ye o n g ch a n g ’s 
Y ongpyong  R esort as K o re a ’s fin e s t sk i 

d e s tin a tio n . There  are s ix  slopes in  a ll, 
in c lu d in g  b o th  K o re a ’s lo n g e s t a n d  

steepest— the 6 km  Silk Road slope and the 
appropriate ly named Raiders slope, w ith  its 

60 degree incline. A t the top  o f the peak is 
a K o re a n -s ty le  w o o d e n  an d  c o n c re te  
pav ilion  that cuts a pretty dram atic fo rm .

espec ia lly  w ith  the snow  and w in d ; the 

views from  the top  can be spectacular.
T h e  re s o r t  t r ie s  to  m o d e l i t s e l f  on 

Austrian ski resorts, and w ith  some degree 
o f  success. Y o u ’ l l  f in d  a b o u t  1 ,0 0 0  
Austrian-style condos fo r rest, in  add ition  

to  the imposing, five-star H ote l Tyro l. Day 
passes are 81,000 won, half-day passes are

66,000 won.

Я There's free shuttle bus service to the resort 
from the back gate of Muju Terminal. ®  063- 
322-9000 6 www.deogyusanresort.com

Deogyusan Resort has several accommodation options.
The nicest by far is Hotel Tirol 5 « Eie (063-320-7200), an 
Austrian-style luxury hotel with Austrian Larch interiors.
During the winter peak season (Dec 24,31, jan 7,14, 21 
and 28) rooms begin at 430,000 won, although these 
rates come down considerably during off-peak and 
weekdays. For family travelers, the condo-style Family
Hotel 7f5 £tu (063-320-7000) has two-bedroom rooms beginning at 400,000 won a night. 
Finally, the Kookmin Hotel (063-322-9000) has clean, comfortable rooms beginning at
80,000 won a night. Deogyusan Resort’s accommodations fill up quickly in winter, however, so 
you may have to find lodging elsewhere. At the entrance of the Gucheon-dong Valley of Mt. 
Deogyusan are several motels and pensions, including the pleasant Dasup Pension 
(063-322-3379), with rooms beginning at 60,000 won during peak-season weekends.

Eat

Transport

Deogyusan Resort has plenty of places to eat, but if you’d like something a bit more rustic, 
Geumgang Sikdang ЗУ*18 (063-322-0979) near Muju County Office does a mean eojuk (a 
heart rice and fish porridge) for 6,000 won.

From Seoul, buses to Muju depart from Nambu Bus Terminal (2 hrs 30 min). There are also 
direct buses to the Gucheondong Valley (3 hrs). From Daejeon, buses to Muju depart
from Dongbu Intercity Bus Terminal (50 min). From Jeonju, buses take one hour, 50 minutes.

http://www.deogyusanresort.com
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N a m w o n

Nestled at the foot o f M t. Jirisan, N am won is a delightful little  town known to 
Koreans as the “ C ity o f Love.”  I t  is most closely associated w ith  the “ Tale of 
Chunhyang,”  Korea’s best-known love story, and the to w n ’s sites are largely 
connected w ith  the tale. Once you’ve gotten your f il l o f Chunhyang, pay a visit to 
Silsangsa Temple to take in its tru ly  memorable collection of Buddhist art.

Gwanghallu Pavilion
M o st famous as the spot where Y i M ong- 

nyong firs t spotted his beloved Chunhyang, 

and where the tw o  tea rfu lly  said goodbye 
when Y i was called to Seoul w ith  his father, 
the G w a n g h a llu  P a v ilio n  and its  garden 

have been a lauded scenic spo t since the 
15th century. A  beautiful elevated pavilion 
o f  th e  ty p e  w h e re  lo c a l o f f ic ia ls  and 

aristocrats would host parties and banquets, 
G wanghallu was given its cu rren t name—  

which means “ M o on  Palace Pavilion” — by 
th e  1 5 th  c e n tu ry  sch o la r and re g io n a l 
g o v e rn o r Jeong In - j i ,  w h o  lik e n e d  the 

scenery to  a mythical palace on the moon.

The present pavilion was b u ilt in  1626, 
m aking it  one o f the oldest in Korea. The 

bridge tha t spans the pond in fro n t o f it, the 

O jakgyo 25,2 ( “ C row  and Magpie Bridge” ), 
is even older (1582). It gets its name from  
another o ld  fo lk ta le  o f love. It is said the 

daughter o f the King o f Heaven fell in love 
w ith  a handsom e herder. The k in g  was 

persuaded to  a llo w  the m arriage, bu t the 
young couple soon grew lazy. Angered, the 

k in g  decreed th a t they should  live  apart, 
except on one day, the seventh day o f  the 
seve n th  lu n a r  m o n th . W hen  th a t  day 

a rrived , however, they cou ld  n o t meet as 
they lived on opposite sides o f the M ilk y

Built in 1626. Gwanghallu Pavilion was the setting of Korea’s best known love st<
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Way. The crows and magpies took it  upon 
themselves to build a bridge across the M ilk  
Way, a llow ing the lovers to  meet. It is said 

that couples who w a lk on the bridge a t least 
once a year are guaranteed happiness fo r 

that year.
Gwanghalluwon Garden itself, is

one o f the most beautiful Korean gardens in 
the region. Typ ica l o f  Korean gardens, it  
strives to  look natural w ith  subtle elements 

pregnant w ith  meaning. The three islands in 
the pond, fo r instance, symbolize Korea ’s 
three most important mountains. The garden 

also has a number o f other pavilions added at 
later dates, a reconstruction o f Chunghyang’s 

home, as well as a small exhibit hall.
©  8 am to 8 pm d i 2,000 won (evenings are 
free between 7 and 8 pm) ®  063-620-8901-3 
И Five-minute taxi ride from Namwon Express 
Bus Terminal 6 www.gwanghallu.or.kr (KR)

Chunhyang Theme Park S i№ m a
I f  G w anghallu d id n ’ t  satisfy you r need to  

th ings C hunhyang-re la ted , o r you prefer 
s o m e th in g  a b i t  m o re  k i t s c h ,  t r y  
C hunhyang Theme Park on the other side 
o f  the  Y oche on  R iv e r  The p a rk  is 

d ivided in to  d iffe ren t sections tha t recount 
the tale o f Korea’s most famous lovers. To 
get to  th e  p a rk  fro m  d o w n to w n , cross

C h un hyan ggyo  B ridge  o ve r the stream , 
passing through a big heart-shaped gate, and 

that’s pretty much it— but i t ’s not a bad place 
to  spend an hour or two. W orth checking out 
is the N am w on Fo lk M useum 

w ith  exhib its that shed light on the history 
and heritage o f the N am won area.
® Short taxi ride from Namwon Express Bus 
Terminal. S  3,000 won <£) 063-620-6836 
6 www.namwontheme.or.kr (KR)

Silsangsa Temple
I f  you ’ re traveling solo, and all the couples 
in  N a m w o n  are g e ttin g  you  d o w n , take 
h e a r t— in  a f ie ld  on  y o u r  w a y  to  the  

m o u n ta in s  o u ts ide  o f  to w n  is Silsangsa 
T e m p le ,  a m u c h  w e lc o m e  p ie c e  o f  

tranqu ility . Silsangsa was founded in 828 in 
the chaotic fina l days o f  the Silla Dynasty, 
when po litica l collapse and social tu rm o il 
led some Buddhist m onks to  tru ly  retreat 

fro m  the w o r ld  in search o f inne r tru th . 
Across Korea, they founded nine Seon (Zen) 

temples, o f which Silsangsa was the first.
The tem ple was founded at its  cu rren t 

lo c a t io n  based on the  ve ry  p a r t ic u la r  
geomantric calculation that i f  a temple were 
not bu ilt on the site, Korea would be taken 

over by Japan. In fact, there is a saying that if  
Japan thrives, Silsangsa goes to ru in ; and if

http://www.gwanghallu.or.kr
http://www.namwontheme.or.kr
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S o n g  o f  Ch u n h y a n g

The Chunghyangga (“ Song o f Chunyang” ) is one o f five surviving ponsor/ (see P 7 1 7 )  tales, 
and probably the most beloved. It is a classic tale o f love, loyalty, sacrifice and justice, set 
against a backdrop of joseon Korea's deeply striated Confucian society.

Yi Mong-nyong, a young yangban and son o f Namwon’s magistrate, is standing on the 
Gwanghallu, a garden-side pleasure pavilion, taking in the flowers one summer morning 
when, in the distance, he spots a beautiful young woman sitting on a swing beneath a tree. 
Asking his servant who she is, he is told she is Chunhyang, the daughter of a retired 
gisaeng, the female entertainers who entertained powerful men.

Intrigued, Mong-nyong sends his servant to Chunhyang to tell her his master wishes to 
meet her. Chunhyang, however, plays hard to get, so Mong-nyong goes to her mother and 
asks permission to marry her. Permission is granted, and the two are married that day. The 
marriage, however, was informal, and conducted in se c re t- in  the hierarchical society of 
the Confucian joseon Dynasty, the aristocratic son of a yangban and the daughter o f a 
g /soeng-technica lly slaves o f the s ta te -co u ld  never marry.

Soon after the two were married, however, Yi's father was appointed a royal minister, so 
father and son were recalled to Seoul. Unable to go to Seoul together, the young couple 
said their tearful goodbyes at the Ojakgyo, an old stone bridge near the Gwanghallu.

Chunyang promised to remain faithful to her 
husband until he could come to bring her to Seoul.

A new magistrate soon took over in Namwon, but 
he proved to be a corrupt lech who almost 
immediately set his eyes on the beautiful Chunhyang. 
He ordered her to sleep with him. When she refused, 
he had her put into prison. Mong-nyong, meanwhile, 
excelled at his studies in Seoul, and was appointed a 

royal inspector. Disguised as a beggar, he returned to Namwon. Upon arriving, however, he 
found the peasants squeezed by the local officials of their harvests, Chunhyang soon to be 
put to death for disobeying the magistrate, and almost everyone disgusted with Mong- 
nyong, who they accused of abandoning his wife to a terrible fate.

Still dressed as a beggar, he met Chunhyang at prison. Ever loyal, his wife still loved him, 
despite what seemed to her his apparent failure in Seoul. The next day, Mong-nyong 
gathered his retinue—also disguised as beggars—and crashed an official banquet hosted 
by the magistrate. Mong-nyong begged one o f the guests for food, which the guest, the 
magistrate of a nearby town, provided. Feigning gratitude, Mong-nyong offered a poem as 
thanks for the food. When the magistrate read the poem, he was shocked—it was a 
pointed criticism o f the officials, who were gathered for a banquet while the peasants 
starved under rapacious taxes. It was only then that they realized Mong-nyong was no 
beggar, but a royal inspector. He had Chunhyang released from prison, and for his 
licentiousness and corruption, he had the magistrate of Namwon stripped o f his position 
and banished to a distant island.

In the 18th century, the Song of Chunhyang was turned into a novel. It’s a tale that 
resonates even to d a y -th e  story has been retold countless times in adapted forms for 
television, screen and stage.



Silsangsa Temple’s stone pagodas are 
typical of Silla craftsmanship.

Silsangsa thrives, Japan goes to  ruin. To keep 
J a p a n  in  c h e c k ,  in  i t s  m a in  h a l l ,  

Bogwangjeon H a ll there’s a map o f the 
island chain righ t on the bell itself— struck 

so m any tim es th a t m uch o f  Japan is no 
longer visible.

S ince  its  fo u n d in g ,  th e  te m p le  has 
witnessed m ore than its fa ir  share o f  ups 

and d o w n s . M o s t  re ce n tly , d u r in g  the  

Korean War, it  was occupied by the South 
K o re a n  A rm y  d u r in g  th e  d a y  a n d  by 

c o m m u n is t  g u e r r i l la s  a t n ig h t ;  y e t,  
m ira cu lo u s ly , i t  was never bu rned . The 

temple and some o f its nearby hermitages 
are a cornucopia o f late Silla craftsmanship. 

The tw in  pagodas in the m ain courtyard are 
especially handsome, as is the 9 th century 
iron seated M edicine Buddha inside one o f 

the halls. The most spectacular w ork  o f a rt 
here, how ever, is the in tr ic a te ly  carved 

th re e -s to ry  s to n e  p a g o d a  in  f r o n t  o f

Baekjangam Herm itage a short walk 

from  the main temple. A nd don’t  forget to  
check ou t the very funky stone guardians in 

fro n t o f the bridge to  the temple, 
gl From Namwon Intercity Bus Terminal, take a 
bus to Baengmu-dong or Baemsagol and get off 
at Inweol Terminal. From there, take a bus to 
Silsangsa (1 hr 30 min). ©  063-636-3031 
6  www.silsangsa.or.kr (KR)

Eat
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US
Transport

There are plenty of restaurants at the entrance to Jirisan National Park and around the 
Gwanghallu. One place in the park just south of the stream is Cheonnyeon Dolsotbap 
(063-626-3453), which serves a very tasty yeongyang dolsotbap (7,000 won) —rice in a stone 
pot, mixed with chestnuts, ginseng, jujubes, green peas, corn, mushrooms and other 
ingredients. Also comes with soup and side dishes. Namwon is especially well-known for its 
chueotang ^°IH, a rich soup made from boiled mudfish caught in the local streams. One of the 
better patronized places for this dish is Saejip Chueotang ЛН6Ж>Ш (063-625-2443), just on the 
stream not far from Gwanghallu. A bowl goes for 7,000 won, but if  you want to try the mudfish 
in all its incarnations, go for the jeongsik 3 -N (40,000 won and up). Another local specialty is 
the meat of the black pigs raised on the slopes of Mt. Jirisan. If you’re in the Baemsagol Valley 
SxhS, give Jirisan Sikdang xiaiti-NS (063-626-8800) a try. The doejigogisanchae jeongsik ВДЛ7| 

(pork, mountain vegetables, rice and soup) goes for 15,000 won a person.

There are plenty of places to stay in both downtown Namwon (near Namwon Bus Terminal) 
and at the entrance to Jirisan National Park. If you don’t mind staying a bit out of town, 
Greenpia Motel south of the Yocheon Stream (063-636-7200) is comfortable
and clean with rooms starting at 70,000 won a night in the peak season. At the entrance to Mt. 
Jirisan’s Baemsagol Valley is Jirisan Baemsagol Jayeon Land wjth cabins for
rent for 120,000 won a night during the peak season, but just 50,000 won non-peak.

From Seoul, trains to Namwon depart from Yongsan Station. Most take about 4 hours, but 
there are two KTX high speed trains a day (2 hrs 30 min). Namwon sits on the Jeolla Line, 
giving it rail connections with Yeosu (about 1 hr), Suncheon (about 45 min) and Jeonju (about 
30 min). Buses to Namwon from Seoul depart from Seoul Central City Bus Terminal (3 hrs 40 
min). From Daejeon, buses to Namwon depart from Dongbu Intercity Bus Terminal (2 hrs 50 
min). Buses from Jeonju take about 1 hour.

http://www.silsangsa.or.kr




Gw a n g j u  
&  Je o l l a n a m - d o

* Experience Namdo cuisine and learn what Korean food is 
a ll about

» Learn about Korea’s strugg le  fo r democracy in Gwangju, a 
grow ing East Asian cu ltu ra l center

1 Let your camera lens roam over at the  p icturesque green 
tea p lantations o f Boseong

• Roam around Korea’s scenic and cu ltu ra lly  rich southern 
coast, includ ing  the towns o f Haenam, Jindo & Gangjin

1 Relax for a day or two in the pleasant port town o f Yeosu, 
the host c ity  o f the 2012 Expo

» S p iritua lly  recharge at jogyesan Provincial Park, home to 
the  spectacular Buddhist tem ples o f Songgwangsa & 
Seonamsa
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B ir t h p l a c e  o f  Ko r e a n  d e m o c r a c y

Relatively underdeveloped compared to  the rest o f the country, 

Jeollanam-do s till retains a good deal o f trad itiona l charm . It 

boasts some o f Korea’s most beautifu l countryside, home 

th roughou t the ages to countless poets, ph ilosophers and 

artis ts , many sent here in exile after fa lling  ou t o f favor in the 

royal capita l.
Long discrim inated aga inst and neglected, th is  region has a 

proud h istory o f activism  and revolution. Koreans regard the 

m etropo lis o f Gwangju, the  industria l and comm ercial hub of 

southw est Korea, as the b irthp lace o f Korean democracy fo r its 

role in the  p ivo ta l Gwangju Democratic Movement o f M ay 1980.
Like its  neighbor to  the  north , Jeollabuk-do, Jeollanam-do is 

an epicurean’s d e lig h t—don’t  pass up the  chance to  try  the 

region’s Namdo cuisine. You could spend weeks here bum m ing 

from sm all tow n to sm all town, exp lo ring  th e ir  gardens, forests 

tea p lantations and tem ples. The southern coastline , dotted 

w ith  hundreds o f is lands, is one o f Korea’s m ost scenic areas 

and w e ll w orth  the tim e and e ffo rt to get here.
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G w a n g j u

W ith a population o f more than 1.4 m illion , Gwangju is Korea’s sixth largest city 
and the commercial and industrial hub o f the southwest. It ’s best known in Korea 
fo r the im portant role the city played in the country’s democratization movement 
during the past century. In recent years, the city has made efforts to  reshape itself 
in to an Asian cultural center, hosting the biannual Gwangju Biennale, Asia’s first 
contemporary art biennale.

Gwangju has its fa ir share o f apartment blocks and urban grittiness, but things 
are definite ly on an upwards tra jectory and, overall, the c ity  is a relaxed and 
friendly place w ith  great food, decent n ightlife and a fascinating history. I f  the 
concrete jungle gets too much, just head to  the hills o f nearby M t. Mudeungsan 
fo r a retreat. The city also makes a wonderful base from  which to  explore the rest 
o f the beautiful province o f Jeollanam-do.

■ I • • Gwangju has a history that goes back to antiquity, taking its current name,
У  which translates as “ City o f Light,” in 940. Still, until the late 19th century, 

it was a relatively unimportant town compared to other cities in the region, namely 
Jeonju and Naju. From the turn o f the 20th century, however, the city began to grow 
rapidly. In 1896, it  was designated the provincial capital o f Jeollanam-do, and during the 
Japanese colonial era (1910-1945), it became a major regional transportation hub and 
market, especially after the railway came to town in 1930. The city also became a major 
station for American missionaries—their schools, homes, churches and cemetery can 
still be found in the Yangnim-dong district У И 6  *14

While the city grew under the Japanese, ruthless Japanese exploitation o f the Jeolla-do 
region and discrimination against Korean students led to a huge student demonstration 
in 1929. Student activism would become a defining feature o f the city for much o f the 
20th century.

With the defeat of Imperial Japan in the Pacific War in 1945, Korea regained its 
independence, but the new Korean state inherited an unenviable set of problems, 
including ideological conflict, national division and regional tensions. The people o f the 
Jeolla-do provinces, who had long felt ignored by a succession of Korean dynasties, 
suffered again from perceived discrimination by the new Korean government, especially 
under the military dictatorships o f Park Chung-hee and Chun Doo-hwan, both of whom 
hailed from the rival Gyeongsang-do region. This discontent came to a dramatic head in 
May o f 1980, when pro-democracy demonstrators who were angered by Chun Doo-hwan’s 
coup and the senseless violence inflicted upon the city’s residents by Chun’s troops 
enforcing martial law there, rose up. They seized control of Gwangju for several days until 
Korean army troops, laying siege to the city, were able to retake it (see p 446).

The brutality inflicted on the city in May 1980, the subsequent arrest o f local hero and 
democracy activist Kim Dae-jung, and seven more years o f dictatorship by yet another 
former general left deep scars on the city, which grew increasingly bitter and resentful
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towards the government and, by extension, its American allies. Pro-democracy political 
and labor activism, some o f it decidedly left-wing and anti-American, became a defining 
characteristic o f Gwangju life for much o f the 80s and 90s. Korea’s transformation to a 
m ulti-party democracy in 1987, liberalizing reforms throughout the 90s and, finally, the 
election o f Kim Dae-jung as President o f the Republic of Korea in 1998 did much to 
soothe the city’s wounds. Just as importantly, the new atmosphere o f freedom and 
retrospection allowed Gwangju residents to discuss freely for the first time the abuses 
they had suffered. As Koreans gained a better appreciation o f the city’s past, Gwangju 
itself embraced its history as Korea’s bastion of democracy.

The Jeolla-do region has long been famous for producing many o f Korea’s finest artists, 
poets, musicians and writers, and Gwangju has tried to capitalize on this by transforming 
itse lf into an Asian cultural hub. The opening o f the landmark Asia Cultural Complex

is set for completion in 2014 but the city already has a vibrant arts and culture 
scene, w ith  a number o f major galleries and exhibit halls like the Gwangju Biennale 
Exhibition Hall and Kunsthalle Gwangju.

Administratively, Gwangju is a metropolitan city, meaning it functions as its own 
province, and is not, technically speaking, a part o f the province o f Jeollanam-do, despite 
the fact tha t the Jeollanam-do Provincial Office was, until recently, located in the city.

Lavout Gwangju has a good deal o f urban sprawl, and the city now spreads out on 
both sides o f Yeongsangang River w ith a tributary o f the river, 

Gwangjucheon Stream - 9 , flowing through the heart of town. The old city, including 
the former provincial hall and the lively commercial and entertainment district of



Chungjang-ro js jn the east o f town, 
where most o f the city’s historic sites are 
concentrated.

Gwangju has a single subway line, k> s
running east-west and connecting the old 
downtown and Chosun U n i v e r s i t y

to Gwangju A irport in the west.
This makes getting across town fairly easy. 
What is a bit inconvenient, though, is that 
both Gwangju Station and U-Square 
(Gwangju’s massive bus term inal/ 
shopping center/cultural space) —both 
quite a distance from each other—are 
several kilometers from the old downtown, 
and neither is connected to the subway, 
which means you’ ll need to take a local 
bus or taxi to get from the station (or 
terminal) to where you want to go.

Mt. Mudeungsan overlooks the city to 
the east, and is just a short local bus ride 
away. The May 18 National Cemetery is 
several kilometers outside o f town to the 
northeast.

Gwangjuho Lake

Soswaewon
Garden

Yangnim-dong 
Missionary Sites•  Seoseokdae 

JK Mt. Mudeungsan

Anyangsan 
Recreational Forest
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Former Jeollanam-do Provincial 
Office %'SyES & May 1 8  

Democracy Square s.iey^ss
The form er Jeollanam-do Provincial O ffice , 

completed in  1930, is a rare example o f a 
m ajor colonial-era public bu ild ing  designed 

by a Korean architect, K im  Sun-ha (1 901 - 

1966). O rig ina lly  a tw o-sto ry structure, the 
e x te rio r o f  the P rov inc ia l O ffice  is b r ic k  

and  g ra n ite ; the red  b r ic k  w as p a in te d  
w hite  after Korea regained its independence 

in  1945.

G w a n g j u  D e m o c r a t iz a t io n  M o v e m e n t

The Gwangju Democratization Movement—or, as it is mostly called in Korean, О II Pal 
(“ Five One Eight," or May 18) was one o f the most galvanizing moments in Korea’s 
modern history. For nine days in May o f 1980, students and ordinary citizens faced down 
a m ilitary dictatorship in the hope o f bringing democracy to the ir country. In the end, 
they were brutally cut down by the ir own army, but their bravery inspired a whole 
generation o f pro-democracy activists who would succeed in bringing democracy to 
Korea in 1987.

On Oct 26,1979, Korean president Park Chung-hee was assassinated, ushering in a 
period of political instability. A former general who had come to power in a coup in 1961, 
Park had ruled Korea with an iron fist for 18 years. While his rule had brought considerable 
economic development to Korea, his death had sparked hope that the country might 
transition to democratic rule. These hopes were dashed on Dec 12,1979, when mutinous 
troops led by Gen. Chun Doo-hwan launched a bloody coup, seizing control of the 
government.

Chun’s coup outraged pro-democracy forces, who demanded that Chun end martial law, 
which had been declared following Park’s assassination, and step down. In response to 
growing protests, Chun responded on May 17 by intensifying martial law over the entire 
country, closing down universities (to prevent student protests) and banning political 
activity. To enforce martial law, he dispatched paratroopers to cities across Korea, including 
Gwangju, which historically had been a hotbed o f discontent. Arriving in the city, the troops 
took up positions at Jeollanam-do Provincial Office and other points around the city.

On May 18, things began to unravel. Defying martial law, students at Chonnam National 
University gathered at the front gate of their school, where they clashed with paratroopers. 
Several students were beaten severely. The protests spread to downtown, with thousands 
o f demonstrators gathering in front o f Jeollanam-do Provincial Office. Again, paratroopers 
responded with brutal, seemingly uncontrolled violence, clubbing bloody protester and 
non-protester alike. The violence only served to anger Gwangju’s citizenry, who gathered in 
increasing numbers in front o f the provincial office. On May 20,150,000 gathered to 
protest and, that night, local drivers, led by taxi drivers, launched an auto parade to the

и n n и
f  H I I П  ’  " ■

Former Jeollanam-do Provincial Office, site of much of the drama 
and tragedy of the Gwangju Democratization Movement
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The office , and the square in fro n t o f it  
(a c tu a lly , a t ra f f ic  ro u n d a b o u t) are best 

known as one o f the most important sites o f 
the 1980 Gwangju Uprising. It was at this 

o ffice  th a t masses o f  Koreans gathered to 
protest the declaration o f m artia l law, and 

where, on M ay 21, paratroopers opened fire 
on demonstrators, the climax o f violence that 

turned the demonstrations in to  a full-scale 
re vo lt. I t  was also here th a t the up ris ing  

came to  an end, when at 7 am on M ay 27, 
governm ent tro o p s  re took the p rov in c ia l

office, bringing the uprising to an end.
W h ile  the m ain b u ild in g  is a protected 

historical structure, the rest o f  the complex 
is being redeveloped in to  the Asia C ultura l 

C om p lex , a massive, s ta te -o f-the -a rt arts 
and culture space that, the c ity  hopes, w ill 

be th e  c ro w n  je w e l in  i t s  e f f o r t s  to  
tra n s fo rm  i ts e lf  in to  an A s ia n  c u ltu ra l 

mecca. N o t everyone has welcom ed th is , 
h o w e v e r, and  a c o a li t io n  o f  G w a n g ju  

U p ris in g  su rv ivo rs , v ic tim s ’ fam ilie s  and 
conservationists have protested to  preserve

provincial office in support o f the demonstrators.
Things came to a head the next day, when 

paratroops fired into the crowd gathered in front of 
the provincial office. Enraged, students and 
residents raided the armories o f local police 
stations. Forming militia groups, the demonstrators 
trained their newly acquired guns on the 
paratroopers, forcing them to  withdraw from the 
city. Victorious, the protesters took control of the 
provincial office.

Taking up positions outside of the city, the paratroopers put it  under siege as they 
awaited reinforcements. In the liberated city, local citizens and students formed 
committees to maintain order, communities cooperated to feed and nurse the 
demonstrators, and negotiations were held with government troops. Meanwhile, Chun 
moved the Korean Army’s 20th Infantry Division to Gwangju, where it prepared to retake 
the city. Finally, in the pre-dawn hours of May 27, government troops moved into the city 
and reseized Jeollanam-do Provincial Office, where student militia made a desperate last 
stand. The uprising was over. According to Gwangju Metropolitan Government, 163 people 
were killed in the uprising, 166 went missing, 101 died after the uprising from wounds 
suffered in the violence, 3,139 were injured, and 1,589 were arrested or detained. Some, 
however, say the actual death to ll was much higher.

The Gwangju movement, and the brutality with which it was put down, critically damaged 
the legitimacy o f the Chun Doo-hwan government. It also inspired others to keep up the 
fight. In 1987, Chun again faced massive pro-democracy protests, this time in the capital, 
Seoul. Rather than deploy the army again, however, he chose to step down, and Korea held 
democratic elections. In 1995, Chun was put on trial for, amongst other charges, his role in 
suppressing the Gwangju movement, and sentenced to life in prison. In 1997, he was 
pardoned at the advice of incoming President Kim Dae-jung, a long-time democracy activist 
from the Gwangju area who himself had been sentenced to death after the uprising by 
Chun’s government.
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th e  s ite , w h ic h  th e y  re g a rd  as sacred  
ground, in its o rig ina l state.

As o f the w ritin g  o f th is book, the entire 
com p lex  was h idden  beh ind  a decided ly 

c o lo r fu l ba rrie r (w ith  pa in tings by young 
lo c a l a r t is ts )  w h i le  c o n s t ru c t io n  was 

ongoing. In short tim e, the area may look 
very, very different.

В Culture Complex Station

Kunsthalle Gwangju
Located r igh t next to  M a y  18 Democracy 
S qua re , th is  u n iq u e  a r t  space— e a s ily  

recognized, as it  is constructed o f container 
crates stacked one upon the o ther— views 

itse lf as a “ social sculpture,”  and seeks to  
bring artists, visitors and staff together. The 

p rog ra m s here tend  to  be y o u th fu l and 
q u irk y : be sure to  check o u t the opening 
and closing parties.

©  11 am to 8 pm, closed Mondays. 1  Culture 
Complex Station ®  062-236 0730-3 6  www. 
kunsthalle-gwangju.com

Sajik Park
G w a n g ju ’s f irs t c iv ic  p a rk , th is  p leasant 
piece o f  h ills ide  u rban greenery was once 

the site o f an a ltar where, du ring  the Joseon 
Dynasty, sacrifices were o ffered fo r  peace 
and prosperity. In  the 1990s, the shrine was 

restored and the rites revived. There’s also a 
th ree -s to ry  to w e r fro m  the to p  o f  w h ich  
great views o f the c ity  can be had.

В From Culture Complex Station, take Qeumnan 
Bus No. 55, get off at the Namdo llbo stop УЕ»В 

and walk to the park from there,

tie .
arj 
1 . ' '

Missionary cemetery, 'i

Yangnim-dong Missionary Sites
y u s  °ЩХ\

A m erica n  m iss ionaries  o f  the A m e rica n  
Southern Presbyterian M ission set up shop 
on G w angju ’s Yangnim  ( “ W illo w  Forest” ) 

H ill in 1904, establishing schools, hospitals 

and, o f  course, churches on the h ills ide . 
M uch o f what they b u ilt s till remains. Sites 
to  check o u t include the b e a u tifu l Owen 
M e m o r ia l H a l l  s ^ jz iy g  (1 9 1 4 ) , on  the 

g ro u n d s  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  C o lle g e  o f  
Nursing; the charm ing W ilson House S - 71 

У5* (1920s) on a lovely wooded section o f 

th e  c a m p u s  o f  H o n a m  T h e o lo g ic a l  
U n ive rs ity  and Sem inary s y tlftm s ta . Be|| 
M e m o ria l Chapel S tiS tU W  ziyjzsj (1921) 

and the form er Gwangju Speer G irls  H igh 
S choo l тП№Ю1хкп§ *|д  (1 9 1 0 s ) ; a n d  the 

missionary graveyard at the top  o f the h ill. 

The  g ra ve ya rd  is a s o m b e rly  b e a u tifu l 
place— note th a t m any o f  the graves are 
y o u n g  c h i ld r e n ,  an in d ic a t io n  o f  the  

d i f f ic u lt  circum stances th a t K orea ’s early 
m iss ion a ry  c o m m u n ity  faced. Y ang n im - 
dong is a short w a lk  from  Sajik Park and, 

like the park, offers good views o f the city 
from  the top o f the h ill.



Yangnim Presbyterian Church, which seems to borrow 
from the style of the old colonial era church.

Chungjang-ro S ys
I f  people w atch ing is w ha t you like  to  do, 

head to  C h u n g ja n g - ro ,  th e  e n e rg e tic  
com m ercia l heart o f G w angju. A t w ha t is 

b a s ic a lly  G w a n g ju ’s ve rs io n  o f  S eou l’s 
M yeong-dong , y o u ’ l l  f in d  tons o f shops,

Play Ba ll!
The Kia Tigers, based in Gwangju, are 
the New York Yankees of Korea, having 
won ten Korean Baseball Organization 
(KBO) championships since the league 
was formed in 1982. The team went 
through a slump in the 2000s, but 
rebounded by winning the 2009 Korean 
Series. If you’d like to see a game, the 
Tigers play at Gwangju Mudeung 
Baseball Stadium j ust  hop
on Bus No. 18 from U-Square.

Bell Memorial Chapel

restaurants, cafes, shopping malls and other 

elements o f m odern urban c iv iliz a tio n —  
everything you’ ll need after a couple o f days 

in  the cou n trys ide . A t n ig h t, th is  is also 
where you’ ll find  Gwangju’s most happening 

bars. ®  Exit 3, Culture Complex Station

Gwangjucheon Stream
Recognizing a potential tourism  and leisure 
re s o u rc e  w h e n  i t  sees i t ,  G w a n g ju  

M etropolitan C ity  has pumped a good deal 
o f  m oney in to  c lean ing  and sp ruc ing  up 
G w a n g ju c h e o n  S tre a m , w h ic h  f lo w s  

through the heart o f the city. I t ’s now a very 
pleasant place to  go fo r an evening stro ll or 

ride  you r b ike, especially in  summer. The 
section between Gwangju Bridge 8 ФШ2  and 
Nam gwanggyo Bridge У 8.2 js pa rticu la rly  

nice, especially at night when the uniquely 
designed bridges are l i t  up.

Gwangju Art Street 011^21 ?R|
I f  C h u n g ja n g -ro  is G w a n g ju ’s M ye ong - 
dong, then Gwangju A r t Street is its Insa- 

dong— m ore o r less. O n the street behind 
Ju n g a n g  E le m e n ta ry  S choo l 
you’ l l  find small galleries, a rt supply stores 

and an tique  shops. The w a ll-s ide  m urals 
le n d  added c h a rm . T h e re ’s an a r t  flea  
market here every Saturday, when the road 

is blocked to  tra ffic . A ficionados o f olden 
architecture w ill w ant to  check ou t Jungang 

E lem entary School itse lf. The school was 
founded in  1907; the im posing, red brick 
build ings were constructed in  the 1930s.
Я Exit 4, Culture Complex Station or Exit 4, 
Geumnamno 4-ga Station



Red apricot blossoms, Junghoe Park

Jungoe Park Culture Belt

A  nice slice o f greenery in  the northern part 
o f tow n , Jungoe Park is where you ’ ll find 
som e  o f  G w a n g ju ’s c u l t u r a l  spaces, 

in c lu d in g  G w a n g ju  B ienna le  E x h ib it io n  
H a ll,  G w angju  M useum  o f  A r t,  Gwangju 
C u ltu re  and A r t  C en te r, and  G w a n g ju  

M un ic ipa l Folk Museum. Even i f  you’ re not 

especially in to  art, the pa rk ’s a nice place to 
stro ll about w ith  its w alk ing paths, ponds, 
cafes and ou tdoo r exh ib its. I t ’s also got a 

small theme park tha t kids w ill enjoy.

Gwangju Biennale Exhibition Hall
3^H |? !M 2 || * jA |g

H e ld  eve ry  o th e r  yea r s ince 1995, the 
Gwangju Biennale is Asia’s oldest biennial o f 
contem porary art. I t ’s a grand, tw o-m onth 

a ffa ir b ring ing in Asia’s top  contemporary 
artists. The exhibits are usually accompanied 

by concerts , d a nc ing  and o th e r c u ltu ra l 
even ts . The n e x t G w a n g ju  B ienna le  is 
scheduled fo r autumn o f 2012 (Sep 7 to  N ov 
11), and w ill feature six young Asian women 

curators as artistic directors.
S ince  2 0 0 4 , th e  B ie n n a le  has been 

accompanied in off-years by the Gwangju 

D esign B ienna le , an e x p lo ra t io n  o f  the 
re la tio n sh ip  between design and cu ltu re . 
One o f  the a r tis tic  d ire c to rs  o f the 2011 

D esign B ienna le  was Chinese a rc h ite c t, 
artis t and dissident A i WeiWei.
©  Closed except for during Biennale exhibits 
(2)062-608-4114 6  www.gb.or.kr B S angm u 
Bus No. 64 from U-Square (30 min)

Gwangju National Museum

N ot actually in Jungoe Park but a short walk 

no rth  o f it ,  G w angju N a tion a l Museum is 
home to Gwangju’s best collection o f historical 

artifacts and traditiona l a rt from Jeollanam- 

do. I t  has an especially rich  co llec tion  o f 
Buddhist a rt, po ttery from  the Goryeo and 

Joseon d yn a s tie s , and  Joseon D yn a s ty  
pa in tings. The h ig h lig h t o f the co llection , 
however, is the Shinan Ocean Floor Relic Hall, 

a collection o f over 20,000 works o f Chinese 

Song and Yuan Dynasty po tte ry  and other 
artifacts raised from the wreck, discovered in 
1976, o f a Chinese trading ship that sank o ff 

the southwestern tip  o f Korea in 1323. ©  9 am 
to 6 pm (9 pm on Saturdays. March to Dec, 7 pm on 
Sundays). Closed Mondays Л  Free (admission 
charged for special exhibits) <2) 062-570-7000 
6  httpV/gwangju.museum.go.kr @ Yongjeon Bus No. 
84 from U-Square Bus (40 min)

Gwangju Museum of Art
S ^ A |a jO |e S

O p e n e d  in  1 9 9 2 , th e  g ra n d  G w a n g ju  
M useum  o f  A r t  houses a w id e  range o f 

t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  c o n te m p o r a r y  a r t .  
Particu larly interesting is the eponymously 
n a m e d  H a  J u n g -w o o n g  C o l le c t io n ,  

consisting o f 1,865 w orks donated by M r. 
H a, a second-generation Korean-Japanese 

businessman. M o s t o f  the donated w orks 
are by Korean-Japanese artis ts  but yo u ’ ll 
a lso find  some by fam ous Western artists 

such as Picasso, Rouault, Chagall, W arhol 
and Ben Shahn.
©  9 am to 6 pm (9 pm on Wednesdays). Closed 
Mondays, ф  500 won (extra charge for special 
exhibits) (2)062-510-0700 6  www.artmuse. 
gwangju.go.kr @ Sangmu Bus No. 64 from U-Square

Gwangju Culture & Art Center
3№SS№!IS5I2

Gwangju Culture &  A rt Center is Jeollanam- 
do’s preeminent perform ing arts center, with 
regular shows by local and overseas artists. O f

http://www.gb.or.kr
http://www.artmuse


1. Gwangju National Museum 2. Gwangju Museum of Art 
3. Gwangju Biennale Exhibition Hall 4. May 18 National Cemetery

particular note are its monthly performances 

by local traditional music groups— inquire at 
the center for specific dates.
©062-613-8367 6 www.gjart.net (KR)
®  Pungam Bus No. 16 from U-Square Bus (10 min)

Gwangju Municipal Folk Museum

Through  its  many a rtifac ts  and m in ia tu re  
displays, Gwangju M unicipal Folk Museum 

teaches visitors about the distinctive regional 
cu ltu re  o f southwestern Korea. Be sure to 
check out its collections o f old photographs of 

Gwangju— oh my, how things have changed! 
©  9 am to 6 pm, closed Mondays ^  500 won 
©  062-613-5337 @ Yongjeon Bus No. 84 from 
U-Square Bus (40 min)

May 18 National Cemetery
5 .1 8

The M ay 18 National Cemetery is the final 

p lace o f  rest fo r  those w h o  w ere k ille d  
during the Gwangju Uprising o f M a y  1980. 
T h is  is sacred g ro u n d  fo r  th e  K o re a n  

democracy movement, and the mood, while

peacefu l, is a p p ro p ria te ly  somber. Those 
who were killed, injured o r detained during 

the uprising are eligible to be buried here—  
to date, there are 634 graves. The cemetery 

was opened in  1997 to  honor the victim s 
and p ro v id e  a p ro p e r b u r ia l;  a f te r  the 

up ris ing , m any o f  the dead were q u ic k ly  
buried w ithou t ceremony. There are several 
monuments in  the cemetery, the most eye

catching o f  which is the 4 m ta ll M em oria l 
Tower, under which you ’ ll find  an incense 
burner where you can ligh t a stick to  honor 

the dead. To the r ig h t is a ha ll where the 
po rtra its  o f  the dead are enshrined. Near 

the entrance, there’s a memorial hall where 
you can lea rn  m ore  a b o u t the G w ang ju  
U p ris in g — the p h o tog rap hs  are m o v in g , 
albeit occasionally very graphic. Every M ay 

18, the cem etery ho lds  m e m oria l events 
a t te n d e d  b y  m a n y  K o re a n  p o l i t i c a l  
notables, includ ing the President himself.
©  8 am to 6 pm @ From U-Square, take Bus 
No. 518 (no, the bus number is not a 
coincidence) and get off at the cemetery 
(1 hr). ©  062-266-5187 6 http://51 S.mpva.go.kr

http://www.gjart.net
http://51
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Mudeungsan Provincial Park

G w a n g ju ’s g u a rd ia n  m o u n ta in ,  M t .  
Mudeungsan (1,186 m) embraces the 

c ity  fro m  the east like  a caring mother. This 

is  w h e re  G w a n g ju ’ s d e n iz e n s  go  to  
com m une w ith  nature. Despite its height, 

i t ’s an easy h ik e  fo r  a ll,  and  y o u ’ l l  be 
rewarded w ith  up-close views o f the funky, 
p illa r- like  volcanic rock outcrops near the 

peak. There’s some grassy meadow around 

the peak, m aking i t  a nice place to relax. 
M t.  M udeungsan is an absolu te  m ust in  
spring, when its fields o f brigh t p ink royal 

azaleas erupt along its slopes.
The m ounta in is well criss-crossed w ith

tra ils , and the gentle slope lends itse lf to
le is u r e ly  e x p lo r a t io n .  B e g in n in g  a t
Jeungsimsa Temple ЗДЧ, the most popular

gateway in to  the park, you could hike the
m ain ridge, h it the peak, and descend the

backside o f the m ounta in  to  Mudeungsan
Provincia l Park O ffice in  six hours.
В  Take Bus Cheomdan 9 from U-Square or 
Gwangju Station (50 min). ®  062-635-1187 
6 www.mudeungsan.gwangju.co.kr

Mudeungsan Provincial Park

Uijae Museum of Korean Art ЭД1П1££*
O n the way to Jeungsimsa, be sure to  stop at 
the lovely U ijae Museum o f Korean A rt, a 

s m a ll, b u t m a s te r fu l ly  des igned  space 
dedicated to  the w ork  o f Korean traditiona l 
landscape painter “ U ijae”  Heo Baek-ryeon 

(1891-1977), who lived the last 30 years o f 
his life  in  a pre tty  Western-Japanese-style- 
home behind the museum. In  a d d itio n  to 

being a painter, Heo was also something o f

Fields of pampas grass on Mt. Mudeungsan. Gwangju's guardian peak

http://www.mudeungsan.gwangju.co.kr
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an a g ric u ltu ra l inno va to r, and by his old 

home yo u ’ l l  a lso f in d  an o ld  tea facto ry, 

teahouse and other pieces o f Heo’s legacy. 
N ex t to  Jeungsimsa, you’ ll also find a small 

green tea fie ld tha t Heo ran and cultivated 
w ith  his own tw o hands. V is it th is place in

autumn when the trees turn co lor and a cup 
o f tea a t M unhyang jeong— H eo ’s o ld  tea 

factory— warms the soul.
©  Summer: 10 am to 6 pm, Winter: 10 am to 
5:30 pm. Closed Mondays ф  2,000 won 
©  062-222-3040 6  www.ujam.org (KR)

Almost by definition, everything’s good here (the same applies to the rest of the Jeollanam- 
\ _ У  do). You’re in Namdo (“ South Province") cuisine country, where the food is fresh, plentiful, 
WHArro tasty ancj cheap. If you’re a foodie and your wallet’s up to it, head to Myeongseonheon stdS 

(062-228-2942), a secluded Korean restaurant in an old garden residence up on Mt. 
Mudeungsan. Run by master kimchi maker Choi In-soon, this place specializes in hanjeongsik 
(Korean banquet cuisine), and take it from us—you haven’t had hanjeongsik until you’ve had it 
Jeollanam-do-style. The menu starts at 40,000 won. Expect about 30 dishes to be put on the 
table. Another good place to try good Namdo hanjeongsik is Chodang Hanjeongsik SS-N 
(062-373-5515), which combines good food with graceful presentation. Meals go for 25,000-
75,000 won. Especially charming is Songjukheon (062-222-4234), a renovated hanok 
hidden in alley near Culture Complex Station run by a guy who’s been preparing Namdo 
hanjeongsik for 20 years. The menu starts at 50,000 won. If you’re hiking Mt. Mudeungsan- 
or even if you’re not—there are a lot of pleasant Korean restaurants at the foot of the 
mountain in front of Jeungsimsa Temple.

Gwangju’s best nightlife can be found in and around Chungjangno, the city’s commercial 
district.

Q
W here to

The plushest digs in town are at Ramada Plaza Gwangju Hotel (062-717-
7000), with five-star accommodation beginning at 198,000 won a night. The hotel is located in 
the newer part of the city, west of town, however, and not particularly close to anything. Also 
pleasant but out of the way is Hotel Midas (062-973-5000), with rooms
beginning from 66,000 won. Closer to the old downtown is Prado Hotel (062-654-
9999), with good rooms starting at 140,000 won a night. In the heart of the old downtown is 
Gwangju Green Hotel (062-252-1000), with rooms starting from 140,000 won. As
usual, you can find plenty of budget accommodations around Gwangju Station and U-Square, 
with the nicer ones around the latter.

Л  ®  Gwangju is well connected to the rest of the country by rail and road. It even has an airport. 
The fastest way to get to Gwangju from Seoul is via KTX from Yongsan Station (just under 3 

transport ^  j ^ e s|ower ^  cheaper Mugunghwa trains take about 4 hours 30 minutes. Note that 
some of the KTX trains to Gwangju stop not at Gwangju Station, but at Gwangju-Songjeong 
Station in the far west of town. From there, you’re going to need to take a bus,
subway or taxi into town. The KTX to Seoul from Gwangju also stops in Daejeon (Seodaejeon 
Station), Cheonan and Iksan. Trains to Busan take about six hours, and depart or arrive from 
Gwangju’s Seogwangju Hyocheon or Gwangju-Songjeong stations (i.e., NOT 
Gwangju Station). В  Gwangju’s bus traffic is handled by its fantastic U-Square bus terminal, 
with its shopping mall, restaurants, cafes and movie theater. U-Square also makes Gwangju 
the perfect jumping-off point for exploring the rest of Jeollanam-do. From Seoul, express 
buses to Gwangju depart from Seoul’s Central City Bus Terminal (3 hrs 30 min). Express buses 
to and from Busan also take 3 hours 30 minutes (much quicker than the train). Daegu is 3 
hours 30 minutes away by bus, too. Q  If you really can’t wait to get to Gwangju from Seoul, 
there are three flights a day from Gimpo to Gwangju International Airport (50 min).

http://www.ujam.org
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D a m y a n g

Some 40 minutes outside the southwestern city o f Gwangju is Damyang, one o f 
Korea’s most entrancing locations. An area renowned throughout Korea fo r its 
ro m a n tic  bam boo forests, t ra d it io n a l gardens and p roud  lite ra ry  h is to ry , 
Damyang is relatively untouched by foreign travelers, in large part due to  its 
isolation. Thanks to  the K T X  express tra in  service to  Gwangju, however, visitors 
now have an easier time accessing this charm ing locale o f outstanding scenery, 
great food and rich culture.

Siga Cultural Zone
Damyang’s most scenic stretch fo llow s the 
road that passes along Gwangjuho Lake 5Ф  
S. T h is  d e n s e ly  w o o d e d  a rea  on  th e  

backside o f M t.  M udeungsan (1 ,186  m ), 
w ith  some o f the largest bamboo groves in 

the na tion , is kno w n  as the Siga C u ltu ra l 
Z o n e — a re fe re n c e  to  i t s  im p o r ta n t  
con tributions to  Korean classical literature. 

I t ’s a na tu re bou nd  w o n d e rla n d  o f m is ty  
fo re s ts , b r is k ly  ru n n in g  s tre a m s  and

h a n d s o m e  J o s e o n -e ra  ( 1 3 9 2 - 1 9 1 0 )  

pavilions.
Fo r much o f the Joseon period, the area 

was a p lace o f  ex ile  fo r  scho la r o ff ic ia ls  

w ho  had found themselves on the los ing 

side o f  one o f the era’s frequent factional 
disputes. In  the deep bam boo forests, far 

fro m  the c o n f lic t  and c o r ru p t io n  o f  the 
ro y a l c a p ita l o f  H a n ya n g  (S eou l), they 

found solace from  the w orld . The ir po litica l 
careers prematurely term inated, these men

Soswaewon Garden is one of Korea's most spectacular traditional gardens and a masterpiece of Korean landsi
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Pavilion 

iasa L iteratu re  Museum

o f  le a r n in g  fo c u s e d  th e ir  ta le n ts  on 
lite ra tu re  and arts . A nd  in  th is  manner, 

D am ya ng  became the  b ir th p la c e  o f  the 
gasa.

Gasa is a form o f lyrical poetry that was 
pa rticu larly  popular during the mid-Joseon 

era. Unlike the shorter sz/'o poems, they were 
lo n g e r w o rk s  th a t  o fte n  to ld  ta le s  o f  
reclusion, love and exile, topics that should 

com e as no su rp rise  g iven  the p o lit ic a l 
circumstances o f many o f their early masters.

The poet-dissidents w ho called Damyang 

hom e b u ilt  gardens and p a v ilio n s  in  the 
bamboo forests and atop scenic hilltops. In 

an oasis o f  beauty and learning, they would 
pass th e i r  d a ys  w r i t i n g  p o e t r y  an d  
c o n te m p la tin g  a b e tte r w o r ld  free fro m  

co rrup tion , avarice and vice.

Gasa Literature Museum l^iA fsets
The place to  learn more about Damyang’s 
gasa poets is the Gasa Literature Museum, a 
la rg e  and s u p e rb ly  designed s tru c tu re  

located just past G wangjuho Lake (if you’ve 
started from  Gwangju). The setting itself is 
m agnificent, w ith  the museum surrounded 
by wooded hillsides. In fro n t o f the museum 

is a courtyard w ith  ko i pond, a traditiona l 
pavilion and a tea shop. Inside the museum, 
you ’ ll  find  some 1,300 articles le ft behind 

from  Damyang’s gasa golden age, including

w o rk s  o f  p o e try  by  m a s te rs  su ch  as 
“ Songgang”  Jeong Cheol and Song Sun.

The museum also has a theater tha t plays 
a short f ilm  in troducing the h isto ry o f the 

area. H ow ever, few  o f  the e x h ib its  have 

English-language explanations; but i t ’s also 
w o rth w h ile  to  s tro ll a round  the museum 
grounds and appreciate the aesthetic qua lity 

o f  the works
©  9 am  to  6 pm 2 ,000  w on ©  0 61 -380- 

2701 6 w w w .gasa.go.kr @ Take Bus No. 2-1 
from  U-Square and get o ff a t the musum (1 hr 
15 min).

Sigyeongjeong Pavilion
Im m ediately to the le ft o f Gasa Literature 

M useum , h igh a top  a forested h illo c k , is 
Sigyeongjeong Pavilion, one o f Damyang’s 

m any scenic pavilions. The s truc tu re  was 
b u ilt du ring  the m id-16 th  century by K im  

Seong-won fo r  his teacher and fa the r-in - 
la w , “ S eokch eon”  Im  E ong -nyeo ng . In 

1 9 7 2 , i t  w as d e s ig n a te d  a h is to r ic a l 
property by the province o f  Jeollanam-do.

S igyeongjeong P av ilion  was a fa vo rite  

spot o f Damyang’s poets: 1m Eong-ryeong, 
K im  S e o n g -w o n , Jeong C h e o l an d  G o 
Gyeong-myeong were so fond o f  visiting, in 

fact, that they w ou ld  become know n as the 
“ F o u r  H e rm its  o f  th e  S ig y e o n g je o n g  

P a v il io n .”  F rom  the  p a v ilio n , they each 
selected 20 scenic spots a b o u t w h ich  to 
w rite  gasa verses. Jeong Cheol later used 80 

verses th a t w ere com posed to  w r ite  the 
“ Song o f  M t.  Seongsan,”  one o f  the era’s 
greatest w orks o f gasa poetry.

Hwanbyeokdang Pavilion ^ 9
Across from  the museum and Sigyeongjeong 
P avilion is a bridge leading over a stream 

feeding in to  G w ang juho  Lake. Cross the 
b r id g e , head le f t  and ju s t past a green 
h illlo ck  yo u 'll come to  a mossy stone and 

clay wall. Fo llow  this rom antic o ld  w a ll past 
a s m a ll  v i l la g e  an d  y o u ’ l l  co m e  to

http://www.gasa.go.kr


Man-made and nature converge at Soswaewon.

Soswaewon means "pure, refreshing garden."

Hwanbyeokdang Pavilion. B u ilt in the m id- 
16th century by “ Sachon”  K im  Yun-jae, the 

nam e o f  th e  p a v il io n  m eans “ a p lace  
su rro u n d e d  by green trees and w a te r ."  

Come, and you’ ll  understand why.
Today, the pav ilion  sits s to ica lly  a top  a 

lush green h i l l .  B e low , enclosed by the 

com pound’s clay and stone walls, is a w ild  
grass f ie ld  th a t w as once the  s ite  o f  a 
p riva te  residence. Y ou ’ ll  o fte n  f in d  loca l 

residents and tou ris ts  re lax ing  on its fine 
w ooden flo o r, ta k in g  in  the su rro u n d in g  
scenery o r sim ply enjoying a m idday nap.

Soswaewon Garden ^ 9
A  15 m inute w a lk  from  H wanbyeokdang is 
Sosw aew on G arden , q u ite  po ss ib ly  the 

c ro w n  je w e l o f  m id -Joseo n  era ga rden  
design. Joseon scholar-official Yang San-bo 

bu ilt th is litt le  piece o f paradise in the m id-

1 6 th  c e n tu ry . Y ang w as ty p ic a l o f  the 

personalities associated w ith  th is  area o f 
Damyang. He was a student o f Jo Gwang- 

jo , a revered re fo rm is t C onfuc ian  scholar 

and o ff ic ia l.  In  1519, Jo and five  o th e r 
offic ia ls fell v ictim  to  a purge, and he was 
e x iled  to  N e u n g ju  (n o w  p a rt o f  nearby 

H w a s u n -g u n ), w here  he was executed . 

Yang, just 17 a t the tim e, was so shocked 
by the injustice o f it  all th a t he abandoned 

the path to  c iv il service. He returned to  his 
h o m e to w n  o f  D a m y a n g  a n d  b u i l t  

Soswaewon Garden, where he cou ld retreat 
from  the bru ta l and co rrup t outside w orld  
and devote h im se lf to  the  s tud y  o f  neo- 

Confucianism.
The path to Soswaewon Garden is lined 

by th ick bamboo groves tha t create a surreal 
atmosphere, especially in misty weather. The 
g a rd e n  i t s e l f  is re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  the  

ha rm ony  o f  the a r t i f ic ia l w ith  n a tu re , a 
ch a ra c te ris tic  o f  K o rean  ga rden design; 

structures conform  to  nature, not the other 
w ay a round . A w a te r fa ll p lunges in to  a 
pool, which in tu rn  feeds a rushing stream 

that cuts through the bamboo forest. Above 
the poo l sits a p a v ilio n  w h ile  above the 
waterfall, a log bridge links the tw o  sides o f 

the garden. A  gate pierces a garden w a ll to 
a llow  a stream to  pass undisturbed.

A t one tim e, the garden contained some 

21 p la n t  sp e c ie s  a n d  10 m a n -m a d e  
structures. N ow , on ly  few  o f the build ings 
re m a in  b u t b a m boo , p in e , ze lko va  and



maple trees g row  everywhere. Soswaewon 
is b e a u tifu l a ll year ro u n d , p resenting  a 

d ifferent face fo r each season. In w inter, the 
b u ild in g s  are heated in  the  t ra d it io n a l 

K o re an  m anner, so yo u  can s it back in  
ru s tic  c o m fo rt on a heated f lo o r  as you 

contemplate the fallen snow on the granite 
stones and ro o f tiles before you.
0  9 am to 6 pm ^  1.000 won ©  061 -382-1071 
6 www.soswaewon.co.kr 0  From Gwangju's 
U-Square, take Bus No. 225 and get off at 
Soswaewon. although you may wish to get o ff at 
Gasa Literature Museum and spend the rest of 
the day walking.

Jungnokwon Bamboo Garden
For even more bamboo-based scenery, head 
to Jungnokw on, a love ly  bam boo garden/ 

forest p lanted by the county o f Damyang 
and used as a local leisure spot. A t 2.2 km 2, 

i t ’s a p re tty  spacious place w ith  w a lk in g  
paths tha t crisscross the forest. I t ’s all very

Jungnokwon Bamboo Garden is 
a lovely place to stroll.

picturesque, w ith  plenty o f rom antic walks
under fan tas tic  canopies o f bam boo . So

p re tty  is it ,  in  fa c t, th a t i t ’s occas iona lly
used fo r advertisements.

d i  2,000 won ©  9 am to 7 pm © 0 6 1  -380- 
3244 0  The forest is about a 15 minute walk 
from downtown Damyang. Bus No. 311 from 
Gwangju’s U-Square drops you o ff right at the 
forest itself (30 min).

W hat  to  
Eat

Damyang is famous for two dishes, tteok galbi - « “ I and daetongbap mg-y. Tteok galbi is 
minced patties of beef and pork, grilled on charcoal. You can find this at restaurants across 
Korea but Damyang is where it all started.
Daetongbap, meanwhile, is rice steamed 
in a bamboo stem. Deogingwan ^ 5? (061- 
381-7781) is Damyang’s most popular 
tteok galbi restaurant, and also offers 
daetongbap. Dul Pool * *  (061-381-7370) 
is another good tteok galbi restaurant, 
located just north of Gwangjuho Lake.

http://www.soswaewon.co.kr
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UNJUSA &  SSANGBONGSA TEMPLES

A bo u t an hour and a ha lf outside o f G wangju, in  the small ru ra l county  o f 
Hwasun5^ ,  are tw o  o f Korea’s most unusual Buddhist temples. Unjusa Temple, 
w ith  its bizarrely crafted pagodas and Buddhas, captivates visitors w ith  its a ir o f 
mystery, while Ssangbongsa— while not nearly as qu irky  as Unjusa, is nonetheless 
w orth a visit fo r its rare wooden pagoda and its exquisite stone stupa from  the 
9th century.

U n ju s a  T e m p le
Unjusa is, p u tting  i t  m ild ly , atyp ical fo r  a 

Korean B uddh is t tem ple. Basically, i t ’s a 
na rrow  valley litte red  w ith  unusual stone 

pagodas and Buddha statues. The site is 
sometimes called Cheonbul Cheontap SS9 

В ( “ 1,000 Buddhas and 1,000 Pagodas” ), 

and was re fe rred  to  as such in  a Korean

geographica l te x t fro m  1481. Fo r a ll we 
k n o w , i t  m ay ve ry  w e ll have had sa id  

numbers o f  pagodas and Buddhas, but over 
five centuries and fou r excavations (1984- 

1991) by C honnam  N a tio n a l U n ive rs ity  
la te r , o n ly  91 s to n e  B u d d h a s  and  21 

pagodas remain.
N obody has a definitive answer fo r when

The many unusual stone pagodas of mysterious Unjusa Temple.



Stone Buddhas, Unjusa Temple (left). Reclining Buddha, Unjusa Temple (right)

the temple was b u ilt, o r why, heightening 
the a lready considerab ly aura o f  m ystery 

hanging over the valley. Legend has i t  tha t it 
was founded in the 9th century by the great 

late-Silla Zen master and feng-shui theorist 
D o s e o n  G u k s a , w h o  c a l le d  d o w n  a 
thousand Taoist fairies one evening to  build 

1 ,000 stone pagodas and 1,000 Buddha 
statues so tha t he cou ld  open up a newer 

and better w orld . (Note: another version o f 
this story cites a geomantic reason, namely, 

to  ba lance o u t the  K orean  P en insu la—  
w h ic h  is f la t te r  in  the  w es t and  m o re  
mountainous in the east— lest it  capsize. Still 

another said he likened the S-shape valley to 
a b o a t, and  fe l t  i t  needed a s a il and  a 

skipper.) The catch, however, was th a t the 
fairies needed to  do so before the sun rose 
the next morning. They almost d id  it, too, 

and were w o rk in g  on ra ising the last tw o  
Buddha statues w hen some m isch ievous 
m onks le t o u t a ro o s te r sound, and the 

fairies a ll returned to  heaven, leaving tw o  
Buddhas ly ing on one o f the h illtops . You 
can see these tw o  ly ing Buddhas, o r wabul, 
fo r  yourself— there’s a path to  the massive, 
12 .7 3  m ly in g  B uddha  and its  1 0 .3  m 
partner atop the western h ill.

Supernatural stone masons aside, there is 
no  ev id e n ce  th a t  D oseo n  G u k s a  w as 
involved in the temple’s founding, however, 
and evaluations o f the pagodas and statues

ind ica tes  the y  w ere carved in  the la te r 
G o rye o  D y n a s ty . Some spe cu la te  th a t 

pagodas in  the  v a lle y  w e re  p la ce d  to  
reproduce the constellations in the sky— and 
indeed, also on the western h ill, not far from 

the laying Buddhas, are a collection o f seven 
round stones placed in the shape o f the Big 

D ipper. O th e r suggest th a t the s ite  was 
simply a tra ining ground fo r stone masons.

Several o f  the pagodas and B uddha 
statues have been designated im p o rta n t 

c u ltu ra l p ro p e rtie s  by the  g o ve rn m e n t, 
includ ing an impressive nine-story pagoda 
and  a u n iq u e  f iv e - s to ry  p a g o d a  w ith  

c ircular stories called, fo r obvious reasons, 
the “ pancake pagoda.”  M any o f the statues 
and towers, though, are rather simple and 

crude, and some o f the Buddha statues look 
like they’ve just walked o f f  a science fiction 
film  set.

A t the fa r end o f  the va lley , th e re ’s a 
small co llec tio n  o f  recently b u ilt  wooden 

b u ild in g s  w h e re  th e  te m p le ’s s m a ll 
com m unity o f bh ikkhunis (Buddhist nuns) 
live and pray. Behind those is a path leading 
to  Gongsabawi, a large rock at the top o f 

the h ill overlooking the valley. T h a t’s where 
you’ ll get the best views o f the place.
©  8 am to 6 pm &  2,500 won @  061 -374-0660 
Я  Take Buses No. 318 or 218 (make sure it says 
Unjusa!) from Gwangju's Gwangcheon Terminal, 
right across from U-Square (1 hr 30 min).
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S s a n g b o n g s a  T e m p le
I f  y o u ’ re in  H w a s u n , i t ’s a ls o  w o r th  

stopping by Ssangbongsa Temple. I t ’s not a 

b ig  tem p le , b u t its  rem ote lo c a tio n  and 
human scale give i t  a sense o f w arm th and 

serenity many other temples lack. I t ’s also a 
very pretty place, largely thanks to  its three- 

s to ry  w ooden pagoda, a ra r ity  in  Korea, 
where a ll but a handfu l o f wooden pagodas 

burned dow n long ago. Sadly, this wooden 
p a g o d a , w h ic h  a c tu a lly  serves as the  

tem ple ’s m a in ha ll, is a reconstruction  o f 

the orig ina l, which was accidentally burned 
dow n in  1984. S till, i t  cuts a fine , almost 

exotic profile.
The tem p le ’s c ro w n  jew e l, however, is 

h idden aw ay on the h i l l  ju s t beh ind  the 

precinct. There you’ ll find a stunning, eight

sided stone stupa, erected in the 9th century 
to  ho ld  the cremated remains o f the Zen 
m aster Cheolgam  Seonsa, the fou nde r o f 

Ssangbongsa. The stupa is rich ly decorated

w ith  carvings o f lotuses, guardian deities,

angels and other scriptural entities, and is in

such good condition the inscriptions look as
i f  they were made yesterday. You could spend
hours looking at it  and wouldn’t  get old.

@ 061-373-9041 В  Take buses No. 218-1 from 
Gwangju’s Gwangcheon Terminal e s g a itii right 
across from U-Square (1 hr 30 min). Or, if you're 
at Unjusa Temple, take a bus back to Hwasun 
Bus Terminal, and from there take Bus No.
218-1 to Ssangbongsa.

A rare wood pagoda at Ssangbongsa Temple



GANGJIN oh£ !

This quiet rura l town on the Gang]in Bay doesn’t  get that many tourists, which is a 
shame, really, because i t ’s a charming little  part o f the country w ith  a rich and 
co lorfu l past. Between the 10th and 14th centuries, Gangjin was Korea’s foremost 
ceramics-producing region, its kilns producing the beautiful blue-green celadon for 
which Korea was famous throughout the Far East. Even today, the tow n ’s master 
craftsmen continue to produce some o f Korea’s highest quality ceramics. “ Dasan” 
Jeong Yak-yong, one the greatest intellectuals in Korean history, spent 18 years in 
exile in the town, leaving behind a fascinating legacy. Hendrick Hamel, the 17th 
century Dutch sailor who spent 13 years in Korea after he was shipwrecked on 
Korean shores, lived seven years in Gangjin, an experience he documented in detail 
in his journal, providing the West w ith  its firs t in troduction to  Korea.

G a n g jin  C e la d o n  M u s e u m
Located in  the ham let o f Daegu-myeon №  
3 , the historical heart o f Gangjn’s ceramics 

industry, Gangjin Celadon Museum houses 

a large co llection o f  rare G oryeo celadon 
items. G ranted, m ost o f the rea lly superb

exa m p les  o f  c e la d o n  are fo u n d  a t the 

N a t io n a l M u seum  o f  K o re a  (S eoul, see 
p l2 6 ) ,  Gansong M useum (Seoul, see p98) 

o r Hoam  A r t  Museum (Yongin, Gyeonggi- 
do, see p209), o r a t overseas museums like 
the Louvre, but you ’ l l  find  some beautiful

Celebrating Gangjin’s celadon heritage at Gangjin Celedon Festival.
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Ga n g jin  Celedo n  Fe s t iv a l

A good time to experience Gangjin’s celadon 
heritage is during the Gangjin Celadon 
Festival о'Е'ь'хк?.7 , held every summer. Held 
in Daegu-myeon in and around Gangjin 
Celadon Museum. Lots of fun events, 
including pottery-making programs, exhibits 
of ceramics by respected masters, and 
cultural performances. See www.gangjinfes. 
or.kr for more information.

G o r y e o  Ce l a d o n

The captivating jade blue color o f celadon, or cheongja as it is called in Korea, is 
thanks to the iron in the clay and the iron oxide, manganese oxide and quartz in the 
glaze, and to the conditions o f the kiln in which it is baked. Celadon was baked in 
reducing atmosphere kilns, in which oxygen levels are kept low, producing the 
unique color in the clay. The technique began in Song Dynasty China (960-1279), but 
really came into its own Korea during the Goryeo Dynasty (935-1392), where it 
became the dominant form of ceramics in Korea. Goryeo celadon reached its sublime 
heights in the 12th and 13th centuries, when craftsman stopped emulating Chinese 
models and adopted more indigenously Korean styles. At roughly the same time, the 
Goryeo celadon industry consolidated in southwestern Korean, particularly in and 
around Gangjin, where the royal court kilns were located. This was largely thanks to 
good quality clay, wood and water tha t could be found in the region, but also due to 
southwest Korea’s well-developed maritime transportation links. Some 80% o f the 
celadon items designated National Treasures by the Korean government were born in 
the kilns o f Gangjin.

Goryeo artisans became especially skilled at an inlaid technique called sanggam, in 
which they would engrave designs—common motifs are flowers, trees, birds or 
clouds—on semi-dry clay, and then fill in the engravings with white or black clay slip. 
The glaze was then applied and the piece baked.

Craftsmen produced a variety o f items out of celadon, including vases, bowls, 
incense holders and bottles. Celadon items could be both charmingly simple and 
spellbindingly ornate. Korean aristocrats and Buddhist temples tended to be the 
biggest consumers, but the reputation o f Goryeo celadon transcended Korea’s borders 
to China and japan, too, where collectors held Goryeo celadon in very high regard.

The Mongol invasions o f the 14th century, however, sparked a decline in celadon 
production. The fall of the Buddhist Goryeo Dynasty in 1392 and its replacement by the 
the Confucian joseon Dynasty saw celadon give way to buncheong—blue-green 
stoneware for the masses—and later Joseon white porcelain, the subtle colorings and 
simple designs of which better suited the Confucian sensibilities of the new ruling elite.

In recent years, Korean artisans have striven to revive Korea’s celadon tradition. In 
Gangjin area, there are 16 active kilns.

http://www.gangjinfes
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ite m s  he re  n o n e th e le s s , in c lu d in g  65 

c o m p le te ly  in ta c t  pieces and o ve r 400 

fragments on display.
The museum is located on the site o f an 

o ld  k iln , excavations o f which you can see 
du ring  your visit. The Gangjin area is home 
to  188 such k iln  sites, more than ha lf o f all 

discovered k iln  sites in  Korea.The museum 

also houses a w o rk s h o p  w here  artisans 
produce new w orks  and reproductions (in 

2010, a vase made here was given to  Pope 
Benedict X V I as a g ift) , as w e ll as a shop 
where you can pick up an item o r  tw o . The 

museum also conducts hands-on programs 
in  w hich you make your ow n celadon. Near 

the museum, G angjin ’s local government is 
c re a ting  a “ celadon v illa g e " w here , they 

hope, a rtisans  fro m  a ro u n d  K orea  w i l l  
settle to  pursue the ir craft.
©  9 am to 6 pm $  2,000 won ®  061-430- 
3718 Й  From Gangjin Bus Terminal, take a local 
bus for Maryang and get off at Gangjin Celadon 
Museum (30 min).

D a s a n  C h o d a n g
Hidden in the woods on the western slope 

o f M t. Mandeoksan Dasan Chodang 
was where late Joseon Dynasty intellectual 
and scholar Jeong Yak-yong lived in  exile 

fro m  1801 to  1818. Jeong, a C on fuc ian  
modernizer and early Catholic convert who 

is regarded as one o f the greatest m inds in 
Korean history, was exiled to  Gangjin after 
he found himself on the w rong side o f one

^  0  Yongchu Falls
■  Wolchulsan Spa Hotel

0  Cheonhwangsa Temple 
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o f the many factional disputes that plagued 

the late Joseon Dynasty.
Dasan Chodang is a typ ica l example o f 

simple, rustic Confucian charm. Shaded by 

trees, i t ’s a simple wooden cottage, next to 
w h ich  there’s a small pond, a w ate r well, 
and a stone upon which Jeong used to  sit 

and drink  tea, a habit he picked up from  his 
neighbors on the m ounta in , the Buddhist

Dasan Chodang (left), Gangjin O'sulloc Tea Plantation
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Jeo ng  Ya k -y o n g  &  G reen  Tea  b ® ® **

Scholar, official and philosopher Jeong Yak-yong (1762-1836) is regarded by many to be 
the greatest th inker o f the later Joseon Dynasty. Better known by his pen name o f Dasan 
(“ Tea Mountain” ), a sobriquet he took during his exile at Dasan Chodang, he strove to 
incorporate modern scientific and social ideas into Joseon’s dominant Neo-Confucian 
ideology to make it more relevant to life in 18th century Korea. His efforts were not 
always appreciated by conservative officials, however, and so he spent much o f his life in 
exile, far from the centers o f power.

Jeong was born in what is now Namyangju, Gyeonggi-do, the youngest of four brothers. 
Jeong and his brothers showed considerable academic talent, and with the coming to 
power in 1776 o f visionary, reform-minded King Jeongjo, the stars o f the brothers Jeong 
were on the rise.

Jeong was an adherent o f silhak, or “ Practical Learning,”  a movement, beginning in the 
17th century, to reinterpret Neo-Confucianism to address contemporary problems. This 
involved adopting into Confucianism new technologies and ideas, some coming from the 
West through China, where Jesuit missionaries had been employed at the Ming court 
since the 16th century. It also involved refocusing Confucianism on real-world problems 
such as poverty and defense. Jeong’s embrace o f new ideas, and his concern for worldly 
issues, can be seen most dramatically at Suwon’s Hwaseong Fortress, the construction 
o f which he oversaw. The fortress, now designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site, was 
built using modern construction techniques and according to sound strategic principles.

Among the many new ideas that entered Korea was Roman Catholicism, and Jeong and 
his brothers were among the very first converts. King Jeongjo tacitly tolerated Catholics, 
but when he died, the situation changed drastically. With the new king too young to rule, 
his step grandmother, the Queen Regent Jeongsun, took power. A factional foe of 
reformers like Jeong, the queen regent launched a bloody purge o f her enemies, citing 
the “ perverse" new faith as a reason. Likely renouncing his faith, Jeong narrowly escaped 
with his life but was exiled to remote Gangjin. One o f his brothers refused to renounce 
his faith and was beheaded.

Jeong spent 18 years in Gangjin, residing in a small, thatched-roof cottage on the side of 
Mt. Mandeoksan, overlooking Gangjin Bay. There he taught local students, chatted with 
the monks of nearby Baengnyeonsa Temple, and wrote, penning about 500 works during 
the exile. In 1819, King Sunjo, now in his majority, pardoned Jeong, allowing him to return 
to his hometown, which he did. Jeong maintained a low profile until his death in 1836.

One pastime Jeong embraced with gusto during his time in Gangjin was drinking tea, a 
habit he picked up from Ven. Hyejang, a Buddhist monk at nearby Baengnyeonsa 
Temple. In the Joseon Dynasty, tea drinking was associated with Buddhism, and hence 
scorned by the Confucian elite. Jeong, however, fe lt a good cup o f tea went a long way in 
soothing the pain caused by injustice in a corrupt world. Jeong later befriended another 
Buddhist monk, the Ven. Choui (1786-1866), who often visited Jeong at Dasan Chodang. 
After teaming about tea from Jeong, Choui spent much o f the rest o f his life drinking and 
w riting about tea, and is widely credited with reviving Korea’s unique tea culture.
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monks o f Baengnyeonsa Temple l t ’s a 

w ond e rfu l spot to  re lax and enjoy simple 

pleasures like the sea breeze o r the sound o f 
runn ing  water. The orig ina l cottage had a 

th a tch e d  ro o f;  the c u r re n t one, a 1959 
reconstruction, has a tiled roof. The cottage 

s ignboard was penned by K im  Jeong-hui 
( 1 7 8 6 -1 8 5 6 ) ,  one o f  K o re a ’s g rea te s t 

ca llig ra p h e rs . T h e re ’s also a stone w ith  
Jeong’s w ritin g  carved in to  it.

The tranqu ility  up here and the tea must 
have su ite d  Jeong— w ith  the  he lp  o f  his 
students, w hom  he taught here, he w ro te  

about 500 w orks during his tim e at Dasan 
Chodang. In between w riting , teaching and 

drink ing  tea, he also raised carp in the pond. 
He was a p p a re n tly  q u ite  fon d  o f them , 
too— in letters sent to his students after he 

was released from exile and returned north, 
he made it  a po in t to  ask about them.

In  a d d itio n  to  the cottage, there’s also 
another small bu ild ing tha t was used as a

do rm ito ry  by Jeong’s students; on the way
up, you ’ ll pass a pa v ilio n  w ith  a pleasant

v iew  o f  G an g jin  Bay In  the v illage
below, there’s a small museum that provides

an overview o f Jeong’s life.There’s a h ik ing
t r a i l  f r o m  D a s a n  C h o d a n g  t o

Baengnyeongsa Temple, too.

®  From Gangjin Bus Terminal, take a bus to 
Mangho or Songhak and get off at Dasan 
Chodang (20 min).

Hamel Memorial Hall6^ 7!1̂
Besides tea and Dasan, Gangjin’s other claim 

to  fame is th a t fo r seven years i t  was the 
hom e o f  17th ce n tu ry  D u tch  s a ilo r  and 

d ia r is t  H e n d ric k  H am e l, w hose jo u rn a l 
account o f  his life  in  Korea p rov ided  the 

West w ith  its first impressions o f the country.
Shipwrecked on the island o f  Jeju-do in 

1653, Hamel and 35 o f his shipmates spent 
s e v e ra l y e a rs  in  J e ju  a n d  S e o u l as 

invo luntary guests o f the state before being 
sent in exile to  Gangjin in 1656 after some

Baengnyeonsa Temple, where scholar Jeong Yak-yong picked up his tea habit
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H e n d r ic k  H am e l’ s K o re a n  A d v e n tu re  ИВЯ
In July 1653, as it was sailing from Dutch Batavia 
(present-day Jakarta) to the Dutch trading post in 
Nagasaki, the Dutch East India Company trading 
ship De Sperwer (“ The Sparrowhawk” ) was caught 
in a typhoon and smashed into rocks o ff the coast of 
the Korean island o f Jejudo. Some 36 survivors 
washed up ashore on Jeju, including a young 
bookkeeper from the Dutch city o f Gorkum named 
Hendrick Hamel. For Hamel, it was the beginning of
a 13 year adventure in Korea, a nation v irtua lly unknown to the Western world.

It didn’t take long for the presence o f the scraggly Dutchman to come to the attention 
of the islanders. They were taken into custody by the authorities and questioned by the 
governor of Jeju-do, w ith the assistance o f Jan Jansz Weltevree, a Dutch privateer who 
was shipwrecked in Korea in 1627. Weltevree, who had taken the Korean name Park 
Yeon, had gone completely native—according to Hamel, it took him a month to 
remember how to speak Dutch properly—and was an adviser to the Korean court, in 
large part thanks to his skill in producing much needed cannon for the Korean army. The 
Dutch asked asked the governor to be allowed to sail to Nagasaki, where the Dutch 
trading post o f Deshima was located. The governor treated the men with kindness, 
feeding them well and allowing them some freedom of movement. He held parties to 
keep the men’s spirits up as they awaited a decision from the king on whether the Dutch 
could leave. Weltevree, however, to ld the men that Korea generally did not let foreigners 
go once they’d arrived on Korean shores. You could check in, but you couldn’t  check out.

The old governor was replaced by a new one, one much less friendly to the Dutchmen. 
When some of them tried to escape, they were brutally beaten, and the rest o f the 
Dutchmen placed in confinement for ten months. Finally, in May 1954, they were 
transported from Jeju to Seoul for a meeting w ith King Hyojong. At Changdeokgung 
Palace, the king, assisted by Weltevree, interrogated the men. The men pleaded that 
they be sent to Nagasaki, but Hyojong said no, Korea was not in the custom o f granting 
permission to foreigners to leave, and that the Dutchmen should resign themselves to 
living the rest o f their lives in Korea. The k in g -p re p a rin g  for a retaliatory strike against 
the Manchu (see P37) and perhaps sensing the men and their knowledge could be of 
some use in that endeavor—took a lik ing to them, and enlisted them into the royal 
bodyguard, where they would build muskets for the Korean army.

The Dutchmen in itia lly proved a curiosity in the capital, provoking stares, crowds and 
wild rumors. Eventually, however, the men adjusted, learning Korean, dressing in Korean 
style, and buying homes. In 1655, however, two o f the D utchm en-going against clear 
instructions—attempted to petition a Qing envoy to allow them to go home. The Koreans, 
who had worked very hard to keep knowledge o f the Dutchmen’s presence from the Qing, 
were forced to bribe the envoy not to te ll the emperor. Embarrassed and angry, they 
imprisoned the two men (they would die in prison), and sentenced the rest to a severe 
beating. King Hyojong, who himself had spent his youth in China as a hostage o f the Qing,
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annulled the sentence, arguing that the men were not in Korea on their own accord. 
Ignoring pressure from court officials who wanted the Dutchmen killed, the king instead 
sent them to live in exile in Gangjin, where they could make no trouble for the court.

Hamel and his shipmates spent seven years in Gangjin, at the fortress of 
Byeongyeongseong where they were ordered to maintain the governor’s lawn. For the 
most part, the men got by well, making ends meet by doing odd jobs, cutting firewood 
and begging, the latter being particularly rewarding, wrote Hamel, as the locals—and 
the Buddhist monks of nearby temples in particular—were especially curious to hear 
stories about Holland and its people. One o f the governors was especially kind to them, 
providing them w ith a decent house and a vegetable garden. In 1661, however, a 
prolonged famine caused by droughts struck Korea, and in 1663, the governor, no longer 
able to support the Dutchmen, asked the king that they be transferred to other cities 
that m ight be better able to care for them.

The Dutchmen were broken into smaller groups and sent to nearby towns. Hamel and 
11 others were sent to the coastal town o f Yeosu, where they were set to work for the 
governor. One o f the governors took particular pity on the men—when one o f the 
Dutchmen told him they did not try to escape because they had no boat, he told them, 
rather mischievously, that the coastal fishing villages had plenty o f boats that could get 
them japan. When this governor was replaced by a series of unpleasant, slave-driving 
governors, eight o f the Dutchmen, including Hamel, purchased a boat from a local 
fisherman, rigged it, and sailed for Japan, reaching Nagasaki after a nine-day voyage. 
Hamel and his mates’ great Korean adventure was over. It was 1666. After negotiations 
w ith the Japanese, the Koreans released the remaining Dutchmen in Korea, save for one, 
whom the Koreans had declared dead, but who in reality may have chosen to stay 
behind w ith his Korean wife and children.

Back in the Netherlands, Hamel published his journals, providing Europe w ith its first 
images o f Korea and its people. In addition to documenting the events of his stay, Hamel 
also went into great detail about Korea’s culture, politics, economy and military, 
providing scholars with a detailed look at conditions in 17th century Korea. Hamel died in 
his hometown in 1692. It would be over a century before Westerners would begin 
appearing on Korean shores again. To read an English translation of Hamel’s journal by 
Kookmin University professor HennySavenije, vis it www.henny-savenije.pe.kr.

http://www.henny-savenije.pe.kr
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o f  the D u tc h m e n  tr ie d  to  escape. T h e  
D u tc h m e n  liv e d  a t B yeongyeongseong  
Fortress^S ti, a w alled m ilita ry  com pound 

th a t served as the a rm y headquarters fo r 

southwest Korea. There they got by doing 
odd jobs, begging and sw app ing  tales o f 

far-o ff lands fo r money and food. In 1663, 
the Dutchmen were broken up and sent to 

other tow ns; three years later, H am el and 
seven others escaped to the Dutch trading 

post in  Nagasaki, Japan. Hamel returned to 

th e  N e th e r la n d s ,  w h e re  in  1 6 6 8  he 

published his journa l o f the adventure.
The old stone walls o f Byeongyeongseong 

Fortress have la rg e ly  been re b u ilt ,  w ith

plans in  the w orks to  restore the place fully.

There’s also a small museum w ith  displays
about Hamel and artifacts from  Korea and

the Netherlands o f the 17th century. Nearby,

there’s also a lovely o ld  stone bridge from

the 18th century, and a stately ginkgo tree,
about 800 years o ld , under which it  is said

Hamel and the o ther homesick Dutchmen

w ou ld  sit, p in ing  fo r home. There’s also a
village w ith  a very charm ing and very o ld

stone w a ll road  o f  the k in d  H am el m ust
have seen during his stay.

©  9 am to 6 pm (M ar-Oct), 9 am to 5 pm (N ov- 
Feb) ф  Free В  Take a bus from Gangjin to 
Byeongyeong.

As is the case throughout Jeollanam-do, you’ll find plenty of good places to eat.One good 
place near the Hamel Memorial Hall is Suingwan (061-432-1027), a 50-year-old eatery 
known for its dwaeji bulgogi baekban 9Р»Л7|«1У (20,000 won), marinated pork, rice and lots 
of yummy side dishes.

For namdojeongsik (rice, soup and more side dishes than you can count), one place you’ll 
want to try is Myeongdong Sikdang (061-433-2147), near Gangjin Bus Terminal.
Jeongsik for one is 25,000 won, while for two costs 60,000 won. Another one you’ll want to try 
is Heungjin Sikdang (061-434-3031), where you’ll find out what a table with 40 side 
dishes on it (30,000 won) looks like.

There's some motel and inn-like accommodation in downtown Gangjin, including Prince 
Tourist Motel 59^985« ! (061-433-7300), near Gangjin Bus Terminal, where rooms go for
40.000 won a night. There’s not as much choice here as you'd find elsewhere, though.
The nicest place around is Wolchulsan Spa Hotel (061-473-6311) , on the
Yeongam 3 8  side of Mt. Wolchulsan (see P469). This is a five-star place with a spa using 
spring water from 600m underground. Rooms go for 96,800 won a night.

Outside of Gangjin Town, though, there are some very pleasant minbak (homestay) options. 
In front of Dasan Chodang, for instance, there’s the wonderful Dasan Myeongga ct t |97f (06i- 
433-5555). an atmospheric hanok minbak in a nice wooded patch. Rooms go for 70,000 won a 
night. Also lovely is Dahyang Sochuk 884^88(061-432-0360), another hanok minbak in front 
of DasanChodang, where the owner brews his own bamboo liquor. Rooms here begin at
60.000 won. There are some other nice minbak in the village in front of Dasan Chodang, too. 
On the south slopes of Mt. Wolchulsan is another beautiful hanok minbak, Gayeong Minbak 7I 
3 8 8  (061-432-5232). Rooms are 30,000 won a night, and the scenery is lovely. An interesting 
accommodation in Gangjin is the Amisan Hotel omitiSSl (061-433-2136), a converted rural 
schoolhouse not far from Dasan Chodang. Rooms are 40,000 won a night.

From Seoul, buses to Gangjin depart from Central City Bus Terminal (4 hrs 50 min).Gangjin is 
well-connected by bus to the rest of Jeollanam-do, including Gwangju, Haenam, Boseong and 
Suncheon. From Gwangju, buses for Gangjin depart from U Square (1 hr 50 min).



W o l c h u l s a n  N a t io n a l  Pa r k

A t 56 km 2, Wolchulsan National Park is Korea’s smallest national park, and M t. 
Wolchulsan (“ Rising M oon M ounta in ” ) itself is not especially high at 810m, but 
d o n ’t  le t th a t fo o l you— th is  is a beast o f a m ou n ta in . W h ile  m ost o f  the 
mountains o f southwest Korea tend to be rounded and gentle, M t. Wolchulsan is 
steep, craggy and cliffy, bringing to  m ind M t. Seoraksan in Gangwon-do. As the 
m ountain’s name would suggest, the sunsets and moon rises here are spectacular. 
The park is also home to a surprisingly large collection o f cultural heritage sites, 
including ancient temples and dramatic rock carvings, so even i f  you’re got no 
stomach fo r heights, the park is still worth  a visit.

H ik in g  M t .  W o lc h u ls a n
There  are several possib le  h ikes on M t. 

W o lc h u ls a n , b u t the  m o s t p o p u la r  one 
fo llow s the main ridge from  Cheonhwangsa 

Temple in the east to  Dogapsa Temple 
in the west. I t ’s a 9 km hike, and should take 

you at least nine hours. This is a pretty tough 
tra il a t times, w ith  p lenty o f steep climbs,

stairs, and, most th rilling  o f all, the “ Cloud 

B rid g e ," a 52 m -long  orange suspension 
bridge  over a 120 m chasm between tw o  

rock peaks— whatever you do, don ’t  look 
dow n! In fact, you don ’t  have to  take the 
b ridge— there ’s an a lternate ro u te  via the 

Baram W aterfall— but the bridge saves you 

time, and the views are, well, dramatic.

The rocky peaks of Mt. Wolchulsan, a tough hike despite its modest height



The Cloud Bridge of Mt. Wolchulsan spans a 120 m chasm. Don't look down!

Y o u ’ l l  be s e e in g  p le n t y  o f  r o c k  

fo r m a t io n s  and  c l i f f s  a lo n g  th e  w ay . 
C heonw angbong, the h ighest peak, is in 

fact a big rock on which 300 people could 
sit. O n the next peak, Gujeongbong, there 
are some interesting water pools tha t never 

seem to  run dry, leading some to believe a 
dragon once lived there (in Korean fo lk lore , 

dragons are associated w ith  water). On the 
w ay down to  Dogapsa Temple, you ’ ll also 
pass a pleasant fie ld  o f pampas grass, which 

is pa rticu la rly  nice in au tum n. You’ ll also 
pass an o ld  s to n e  p a g o d a  a n d , m o re  

im p o rta n tly , a w o n d ro u s ly  d e ta iled  c l i f f  
carving o f the M a itreya Buddha (Nationa l 
Treasure N o . 144), believed to  have been 

ca rved  e ith e r  in  the  la te  S illa  o r e a rly  
Goryeo era.
ф  Free © 0 6 1 -473-5210@  From Gangjin, you 
should first take an intercity bus to the town of 
Yeongam (1 hr). From Yeongam Bus Terminal, take 
a bus to Cheonhwangsa Temple (15 min).

Dogapsa Temple
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D o g a p s a  T e m p le
Dogapsa Temple was founded in 880 by the 
late Silla Zen master and feng shui theorist 

Doseon G uksa, w ho  in  fac t was bo rn  on 
the slopes o f M t. W olchulsan. By adopting 

Chinese g e o m a n tic  th e o r ie s  to  K o re a ’s 
u n iq u e  t o p o g r a p h ic  a n d  c l im a t i c  
conditions, Doseon is considered the father 

o f Korean feng shui (pungsu jiri in Korean), 
and i t  w ou ld n ’t  be an exaggeration to  say 

th a t m any K orean  tem p les , shrines and 
even c ities— in c lu d in g  Seoul— are w here 

they are because o f his ideas.
M o s t  o f  D o g a p sa  w as  b u r n t  d o w n  

during the Korean War, but i t ’s s till home to 

one N a tio n a l T reasu re , the  b e a u t ifu lly  
ru s tic  H a e ta lm u n  G a te  8H=S ( “ G ate  o f 
L iberation,”  o r “ Gate o f Losing Suffering” ), 

b u il t  in  1473 and des ig na te d  N a tio n a l 
Treasure N o . 50. I t ’s also home to  several 
o th e r  im p o r ta n t  h e r ita g e  p ro p e r t ie s ,  

in c lu d in g  an 11 th  c e n tu ry  s tone s itt in g  
Buddha, an early Goryeo five-story pagoda, 
and a 1 7 th  c e n tu ry  s tone m o n u m e n t to 

Doseon G uksa. T h e re ’s a sm a ll museum 
w ith  relics o f Doseon Guksa on display, too. 
g i  2,000 won © 061-473-5122  @ Most visit 
this temple as the end of the Mt. Wolchulsan 
trail, but if you want to visit the temple directly, 
you need to take the Dogapsa-bound bus from
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M u w is a  T e m p le
Tucked away on the G a n g jin  side o f  the 
m o u n ta in , th is  sm a ll te m p le  doesn’ t  get 

many visitors, w hich is a blessing, really, as 
it  makes the place a hidden gem. Founded 

in 875 by Doseon Guksa, the temple is best 
known fo r its m ain hall, the Geungnakjeon 

( “ N irvana  H a l l" ) ,  a masterpiece o f early 
Joseon D y n a s ty  a rc h ite c tu re ,  an d  the  

b e a u tifu l c o lle c tio n  o f  29 m ura ls  th a t it  
once housed and which are now  preserved 

in a separate hall.
B u ilt in  1430, du ring  the reign o f  K ing 

Sejong, the Geungnakjeon H a ll (N a tiona l 
Treasure N o  13) is a sim ple, gable-roofed 

b u ild in g  th a t shares s im ila r it ie s  w ith  the 
w o o d e n  a rc h ite c tu re  o f  th e  p re ce d in g  
Goryeo Dynasty, such as the main halls o f 

Buseoksa Temple and Sudeoksa Temple.
The Geungnakjeon used to  house 29 wall 

murals painted in 1476, no t long after the 
hall was completed. N ow , on ly  one remains 

in  the h a ll,  the  b e a u tifu l m u ra l o f  the 
Buddhist triad in  back o f  the main Buddha 

im ages. The rest have been m oved to  a 
separate hall fo r preservation.

The most beautiful o f the paintings is the 
“ Water— M oon Avalok itasvara,”  depicting 

the meeting, as to ld  in the Avatamsaka Sutra, 
b e t w e e n  t h e  y o u n g  S u d h a n a  a n d  
Avalokitesvara, the Bodhisattva o f Mercy, 

atop M ount Potalaka, the mythical abode of 
A va lok itesva ra . In  Korean B uddh is t a rt, 

A v a lo k ite s v a ra  is u s u a lly  p a in te d  as a 
woman, but in this painting it  is a man, bare

chested, mustached and w earing the white 
robe o f a m onk. The young Sudhana, too, 
has been replaced w ith  an old Buddhist nun.

A c c o rd in g  to  lege nd , soo n  a f te r  the 

Geungnakjeon H a ll was completed, an old 
m onk came to  the tem ple and o ffered to  
paint the murals, w ith  one cond ition— that 

nobody look inside the hall fo r 100 days. 
O n the 99th day, however, the abbot o f the

Muwisa Temple is home to some spectacular 
15th century artwork.

temple too k  a peek inside, and saw a b ird  

f ly in g  a ro u n d  w ith  a p a in t  brush  in  its 

mouth, w ork ing  on the m ural. Startled, the 
b ird flew  o ff  before it  could pa in t the pupils 
in to  the eyes o f the Avalokitesvara, leaving 

the pa in ting incomplete.
(?) 061-432-4974 glTake a bus to Muwisa from 
Gangjin Intercity Bus Terminal (25 min).

д Э
Gangjin O’sulloc Tea Plantation 
& Muwidawon Teahouse

On the southern slopes of Mt.
Wolchulsan, not far from Muwisa 
Temple, are some very picturesque tea 
fields owned by Korean green tea giant 
O’sulloc. The tea of Mt. Wolchulsan has 
been praised by no less an authority 
than the great late Joseon Dynasty 
scholar and tea aficionado “ Dasan"
Jeong Yak-yong, who called Wolchulsan 
tea his “ second favorite."

At Muwisa itself, you can have a cup of 
Wolchulsan tea at Muwidawon, the 
temple’s teahouse. The teahouse was 
recently rebuilt—the old one was so 
well-regarded that monks from nearby 
temples would make it a point to go 
th e re -b u t it ’s still quite nice and, in 
addition to serving tea, it also sells 
packaged tea and locally produced 
ceramics.
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М о к р о

As they say, М окро  is a port [ uM okponeun  hangguda” )— and an enchanting one 
at that. Called an “ outdoor museum o f Korean contemporary history,”  the c ity ’s 
old tow n, w ith  its exotic foreign architecture, well-planned streets and relaxed 
atmosphere, has all the rom antic— if  a b it dilapidated— charm o f a historic port. 
Add to the m ix a picturesque location between the sea and the rugged peaks o f 
M t. Yudalsan, the hearty flavors fo r which southwestern Korea is famous, and 
easy accessibility via the K T X  high-speed train , and you have all the makings o f a 
wonderful weekend getaway.

HlStO rV Prior t0 its °PeninS as a treaty port in 1897, Мокро was little  more than a 
provincial fishing village. By 1930, it had become one o f Korea’s most 

im portant commercial and industrial centers, a major port of export for Korean rice and 
cotton headed for Japan. In fact, colonial Мокро was really two cities, divided by colonial 
policies o f d iscrim ination—a Japanese town south of Mt. Yudalsan w ith rows o f neatly 
ordered Japanese-style homes along paved roads, grand colonial offices with their 
neoclassical facades and elegant steamships in the harbor; and a Korean town to the 
north o f Mt. Yudalsan.

Liberation from colonial rule and post-war development have drastically altered 
Mokpo’s socio-economic landscape, yet the old Japanese town south o f Mt. Yudalsan 
still maintains a sleepy atmosphere of postcolonial malaise. Along its well-planned

I Girl’s  High School

Мокро Sin.

i s  Mt. Yudalsan
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streets are countless Japanese-style tile-roofed homes, red brick warehouses, Western- 
style colonial offices and other reminders of the colonial past, some in better repair than 
others. The best way to enjoy the old town is simply to stroll along its streets, seeing the 
sites and soaking in the atmosphere.

Мокро Cultural Center
On the low er slopes o f M t. Yudalsan 

o v e r lo o k in g  the  o ld  Japanese to w n ,  is 
М о к р о  C u l t u r a l  C e n te r , a b e a u t i fu l  

Renaissance-style red b rick  b u ild in g  w ith  
some Japanese m otifs th ro w n  in  fo r good 

m easure. B u ilt  in  1900 as the  Japanese 
consulate, it  became M o kp o ’s tow n  hall in 

1914 a fte r Japan’s annexa tion  o f Korea. 
A fte r L ib e ra tio n  in  1945, i t  w as used as 
М о к р о  C ity  H a ll and a p u b lic  l ib ra ry ,  

b e fo re  b e in g  co n v e rte d  in to  a c u ltu ra l 

research center in  1990. М о кр о  C u ltu ra l 
Center is one o f the best preserved pieces o f 
colon ia l architecture in Korea. N ex t to  the 

bu ild ing  is an o ld  granite archive bu ild ing 
and an o ld  W W Ii-e ra  a ir  defense tunne l 
bu ilt to  provide protection from  American 

bombers.
©  9 am to 6pm. Closed weekends. ®  061-244- 
0044 6  www.mokpoculture.or.kr ®  Walk 15 
minutes from Мокро Station in the direction of 
Mt. Yudalsan.

Мокро Modern History Museum
в 5 5 сн«А|д

Located a short walk from  М о кр о  Cultura l 
C e n te r, th e  im p o s in g  М о к р о  M o d e rn  

H is to ry  M useum — o r ig in a lly  the  М о кр о  
b ra n c h  o f  the  O r ie n ta l D e v e lo p m e n t 

C o m p a n y— is a g ra n ite  e d if ic e  b u i l t  in 
neoclassical style in  1923. The O rie n ta l 

Development Company— Japan’s answer to 

the B r it is h  East In d ia  C o m p a n y — was 

c o n c e rn e d  w i th  la n d  a c q u is i t io n  and 
prom oting Japanese settlement in Korea.

A few  years back, the b u ild in g  was in 
d re a d fu lly  p o o r shape and in  danger o f 

b e in g  t o r n  d o w n .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  
c o n s e rv a tio n is ts  w o n  the  day, and  the 
s t ru c tu re  w as re n o v a te d  fo r  use as a 

museum. The firs t floo r displays many old 
photographs o f colon ia l-era М о кр о  while 
the second h igh lig h ts  Japanese a troc ities  

from  the era.
©  9 am to 6 pm. Closed Mondays. 
<©061-270-8728

Мокро Cultural Center

http://www.mokpoculture.or.kr


Мокро Modern History Museum

House Full of Happiness
Just across the street from  М о кр о  Modern 
H is to ry  M useum  is a beau tifu l tw o -s to ry  

Japanese trad itiona l home renovated in to  a 
cafe. The cafe, o rig ina lly  the residence fo r 
the head o f  the  М о к р о  b ra n c h  o f  the 

O r ie n ta l D e ve lo p m e n t C o m p any , is an 
atmospheric blend o f eras and cultures. The 

h is to ry  o f  the place is accentuated by its 
beautiful Japanese garden. I t ’s a great place 

to  have a cup o f  coffee (6 ,600 w on) o r a 
beer— in  fac t, i t ’s a h ig h lig h t o f  the tr ip . 
Indoor and ou tdoor seating are available.

©  11:30 am to 9 pm ©  061-247-5887

Lee Hun-dong Garden °ISS §9
One o f the most enchanting sites in the old 

colon ia l c ity  is Lee H un-dong Garden, the 
largest garden in southwestern Korea and 

one o f Korea’s few rem aining colonial-era 
Japanese gardens. B u ilt in  the 1930s by 

Uchitani M anhei, a wealthy rice and cotton 
trader w ho was reportedly the richest man 
in  М о кр о , the garden was purchased by 

Korean lawmaker Park Gi-bae and later by 
businessman Lee Hun-dong. Located on the 

lower slopes o f M t. Yudalsan, the garden is 
home to  over 100 species o f  p lan ts from  

K orea , Japan and C h ina . Japanese-style 
stone lan te rns  and ponds accentuate the 

beauty. I f  the garden gate is closed, ring the 
buzzer fo r someone to  let you in.

Lee Hun-dong Garden



Мокро Central Church (left), Yangdong Presbyterian Church

Мокро Central Church
Located just to  the north o f the o ld  Japanese 
to w n . М о кр о  C en tra l C hurch is an odd- 

looking Christian house o f worship, and for 
good reason— b u ilt  in  the 1930s, i t  was 

o r ig in a l ly  H ig a s h i H o n g a n ji Tem ple , a 
Japanese Buddhist temple. The bu ild ing  is 
constructed o f wood and stone in traditional 

Japanese style, and the only thing to  tip  you 
o f f  to  its current use is the large cross that’s 

been a ff ix e d  to  its  e n tra n ce . W ith  the  
construction o f a new church in another part 
o f the city, the old build ing is being restored 

fo r use as a museum.

Christian Monuments
W h ile  Japanese m ade up  th e  b u lk  o f  
M o kp o ’s foreign population in  the colonial 

era, they were no t alone. In the o ld  Korean

to w n . W estern m issionaries set up shop, 

b u ild in g  churches, schools and W estern- 
s ty le  hom es. R em n an ts  o f  th a t p e r io d  

include Yangdong Presbyterian Church 
д$1, b u i l t  by A m e r ic a n  m iss io n a rie s  in  

1910, and an o ld  missionaries’ home on the 

campus o f Jeongmyeong G irls ’ H igh School 
З З О Д л ё У д . T h e  g ra n ite  used in  th e ir  

construction was taken from  M t. Yudalsan.

Mt. Yudalsan
M o k p o ’s m ost d o m in a n t to p o g ra p h ica l 
feature is M t. Yudalsan (228 m), a rocky 

peak th a t o ffe rs  w o n d e rfu l view s o f  the 
surrounding city, sea and islands. I t ’s also a 
strategic place to  take in  the sunset.

The m o u n ta in  has steps and w a lk in g  
pa ths lin k in g  a series o f scenic pav ilions  
fro m  w hich to  take in  the views— it takes

View of Мокро from Mt. Yudalsan
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Statue of Yi Sun-sin, Mt. Yudalsan (left), Sunset from Nakjodae Pavilion

about 30 minutes to  get to  the highest peak. 

A lo n g  the path is a statue o f  A d m ira l Y i 
Sun-sin and an o ld  cannon used in the old 
days to signal noon. In spring, the m ountain 

comes alive in co lo r when forsyth ias and 
che rry  blossoms b loo m . To celebrate the 

m ounta in’s spring colors, М о кр о  hosts M t.

Yudalsan Spring Festival in A pril.
O n  the  lo w e r slopes o f  M t.Y u d a ls a n  

overlooking the sea to  the west is a small 
Korean pavilion called Nakjodae 1=*$сн. This 

is an ideal place to  watch the sunset over 
the islands o ff the coast o f М о кр о .

W hat  то 
Eat

Q
W here to

Tr ahsport

As you'd imagine, М окро is noted for its seafood. There’s a large seafood market near the 
w a te rfron t-it’s an interesting place to walk around and take in the sights. Note the sea 
skates: served raw and fermented (hongeohoe Swsi), they are a regional delicacy. Mokpo’s 
most famous dish, however, is octopus. Octopus in Мокро comes in two forms—saeba/ nakji 
W9HXI (thin-legged octopus) and ppeol nakji 8^*1 (small octopus caught on tidal flats). They 
are most often eaten live, sometimes wrapped on a stick or chopped up into little squirming 
bits—be sure to chew well. They can also be consumed in soups, stews and bibimbap. Sinan 
Ppeol Nakji (061-243-8181) in Honam-dong is worth a try. The area around Bukhang s
У ("North Port”) has a Raw Fish Center where you’ ll find tons of hoe (sliced raw fish) places.

There are a number of places to stay around the old city, including Joseon Beach Motel *yu |*i 
ESI (061-242-0485-6), Good Day Motel 5ti|oiey (061-245-2929) and Seaside Motel А-^°12ЕЛ 
(061-285-2333) in Haean-dong (near the Passenger Ferry Terminal Ssoiait!E|o|ti). Most of 
these will cost 40,000-45,000 won a night. There are also quite a few hotels near Bukhang 
Port Jukgyo-dong including the first-class Shinan Beach Hotel УУЫЯ1$8 (061-243-3399), 
which will cost you 100,000 won a night and up.

PJThe easiest way to get to Мокро from Seoul is by KTX from Yongsan Station (3 hrs). Once 
you’re in Мокро, take a taxi to Jungang-dong, in the heart of the old city. Мокро has rail links 
to Gwangju, Iksan and Daejeon, too. 2  Buses to Мокро from Seoul depart from Central City 
Express Bus Terminal (4 hrs). Mokpo’s bus terminal is a bit to the west of the historic 
waterfront area, so you’ll need to take a taxi or a local bus. From Gwangju, buses take just 90 
min. В  Мокро is also home to a very large and very busy ferry terminal. Мокро is the favored 
point of departure for travelers going to jejudo by sea. There are daily ferries for |eju (3 hrs 10 
min-4 hrs 50 min) and well as to the islands of Dadohae Maritime National Park.
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H a e n a m  °Hti  &  Ji n d o

I f  you’ re looking to  get away, i t ’s hard to  get much further than Haenam and 
J indo Island. Located on the fa r southwest corner o f the Korean Peninsula, 
Haenam and Jindo form  the heart o f w hat is often referred to  as Namdo— the 
area o f southwestern Korea famous fo r its fine seaside scenery, rich traditional 
culture and, above all else, excellent food. N o t so long ago, getting to this remote 
area o f the country was an adventure in and o f itself, but thanks to the opening of 
the K T X  express train to М окро , it  is now possible to  enjoy the wonderful region 
as a weekend tr ip  from  Seoul.
В  To get to Haenam, take the KTX from Seoul's Yongsan Station to Мокро. From Мокро, Haenam is 
an hour away by bus. From Haenam, there are frequent buses to Jindo Island. If you want to stop by 
Jindo Bridge, catch a bus from downtown Haenam to the tourist area of Usuyeong ^ 9.

Haenam
Haenam is a ru ra l com m unity that is known 

m ostly fo r  its location— it  is here that the 
m ain land o f the Korean Peninsula reaches 
its  sou th w e s te rn  p o in t.  The d o w n to w n  

a re a  —  H a e n a m -  e u p  —  is  a t y p i c a l  
countrys ide  to w n  w ith  l it t le  to  ho ld  you r 

in te re s t o th e r tha n  a few  h o te ls , a bus 
term inal and v ib ran t country market. South

o f  the tow n , however, are the spectacular 

B u d d h is t te m p le s  o f  D aeheungsa  and 
M ihwangsa (the latter being one o f the most 

recommended sites o f the region), a Joscon- 
era v illa g e  n o w  hom e to  a m useum  fo r  

le g e n d a ry  K o re a n  p o e t a n d  s c h o la r  
“ G osan”  Yun Seon-do, and the p o p u la r 
to u ris t destination o f T tangkke u t V illage, 

lite ra lly  “ Land’s End V illage.”

•  Jindo Bridge Haenam-gun

Г *  Bus Terminal 
Gosan H is to rica l R e lics»

Jindo Bus Terminal
Jindo-gun Office

G 5 Ullim sanbang

Gagye Beach 

Parting o f the  Sea

Modo Island

National Gugak Center

Dadohae Heasang 
N ationa l Park I-------1------ 1

0 2.5 5 km

Daeheungsa T e m p le ®
Mt. Duryunsan » 4

Mt. Duryunsan i k  / /  j

7/ ; . ;' /ж 1 р
0  M ihwangsa Temple

Mt. D a lm a s a n ik
•  Dosolam

t V illageI



Old hom e o f Yun Seon-do

Old Home of Yun Seon-do
л -fcHS-SSE

N o t fa r fro m  the d o w n to w n  area, in  the 

sm a ll v illa g e  o f  Y e o n d o n g -r i 9 § al, is a 
com p lex dedicated to  perhaps H aenam ’s 
most famous h is to rica l resident, “ G osan”  

Y un Seon-do. G osan was a fam ed 17 th  
century poet and scholar w ho  spent much 

o f his life  in exile in this remote pa rt o f the 
co u n try— it  is here th a t he com posed his 

ep ic  poem “ The F isherm an ’s C a len da r,”  
now required reading fo r Korean students. 
The complex contains a museum where you 

can find examples o f w orks by Gosan and 
his descendants (includ ing the famed 18th 
century painter Yun Doo-seo), a number o f 

sh rin es , and  the  an ces tra l hom e o f  the 
Haenam Yun clan, which is s till owned and 
occupied by members o f the fam ily.

Daeheungsa Temple
Hidden deep w ith in  the ancient forests o f 
M t .  D u ry u n s a n  is the  im p o r ta n t
Buddhist monastery o f Daeheungsa Temple. 

Depending on which legend you believe, the 
tem ple was founded e ither in  the f i f th  o r 

s ix th  c e n tu ry ,  an d  has been r e b u i l t  

num erous tim es since the n . D u r in g  the 
Japanese In v a s io n  o f  1 5 9 2 , le g e n d a ry  

w a rr io r  m onk Seosan used the tem ple  as 
the headquarters o f his m onk army figh ting 
against the invaders.

The m onastery com p lex its e lf is q u ite  
large and approached by a very nice w alk 

(o r  s h u tt le  bus r id e )  th ro u g h  som e o f  
Korea’s oldest forests. There are a number 

o f  a rc h ite c tu ra lly  im p o rta n t s tru c tu re s , 
includ ing the M a in H a ll w ith  its amazingly 

c ro o k e d  w o o d e n  p i l la r s .  T h e  m a in  
courtyard is o f f  to  the left, separated from  
the  re s t o f  the  c o m p le x  by a b e a u tifu l 

stream. To the rear o f the monastery is a 
Confucian shrine dedicated to  Seosan.

M t.  D uryunsan , a t 703 meters, makes
fo r  an especially pleasant h ike, especially
when the p rim itive  forest turns color. I f  you

d o n ’t  w a n t to  h ike it ,  the re ’s a cab le  car
(once Korea’s longest) which takes you to
one o f the lower peaks. On a clear day, the
peak offers clear views o f the sea.

S  3,000 won (£ 061-534-5502 6 www. 
daeheungsa.co.kr (KR) В Take a bus from 
Haenam Terminal (25 min).

Mt. Da lm asan prov ides a spectacu la r backd rop  to  M ihw angsa Temple.



Dosolam Hermitage, Mt. Dalmasan (left). Fishing boat near Ttangkkeut Village

Mihwangsa Temple
A bou t 30 minutes south o f Daeheungsa on 

the road to  T tangkkeut V illage is another 
B u d d h is t  te m p le , M ih w a n g s a . W h ile  

s m a lle r th a n  D aeheungsa , M ih w a n g s a  
m akes up fo r  its  s m a lle r s ize w i th  an 
a b s o lu te ly  b re a th ta k in g  b a c k d ro p , set 

against the craggy peaks o f M t. Dalmasan 
Sf°to, named fo r Bodhidharm a, the Ind ian 

m onk and transm itter o f the Zen trad ition.
M ih w a n g s a  s i t s  a to p  a s e r ie s  o f  

terraces— fro m  the rear terraces, you can 

gaze upon the sea. The M a in  H a ll has been 
designated N a tiona l Treasure N o . 947, and 

is noted fo r its intrica te in te rio r a rtw ork . A  
short w a lk  from  the temple is a garden o f 

stone monuments to  notable monks, many 
o f which have been in trica te ly carved.

M t.  Dalmasan is a recommended c lim b

b u t its  series o f  rocks g rea tly  adds to  its
d i f f ic u lt y .  O ne o f  the  h ig h lig h ts  is  the
B u d d h is t h e rm ita g e  o f  D o s o la m  £ » = ,
perched on c l i f f  w ith  an awe-inspiring view

o f the surrounding peaks.

®  061-533-5521 ® Take a bus from Haenam 
Terminal (50 min). 6  www.mihwangsa.com

Ttangkkeut Village пц
O nce a sm a ll b a ckw a te r fis h in g  v illa g e , 
T tangkkeut V illage ( “ Land’s End V illage” ) 
has in recent years become a m ajor tou ris t 

de s tin a tio n  o w in g  to  its  lo ca tio n , w h ich  
marks the southw esternm ost p o in t o f  the 
K o re an  P e n in su la . H e re , y o u ’ l l  f in d  a 

num ber o f  m o te ls , sea food res tau ran ts ,

shops selling the village’s famous seaweed, 
and the ferry to  Bogildo b s s ., a noted o ff

shore is land . The best view s can be had 

from  the observation p la tfo rm  atop a h ill 

overlooking the harbor— there’s a m onorail 
that goes to  the top  (3,000 w on one way,

4,000 won round trip ). Be sure to  arrive in 
t im e  fo r  th e  sunse t. Щ Take a bus from 
Haenam Terminal (30 min).

Jindo Island
Jus t across the n a rro w  and n o to r io u s ly  
turbu len t Myeongnyang Strait is the island 

com m unity  o f J indo . Korea’s th ird  largest 
island (after Jejudo and Geojedo), J indo is 
noted fo r  its  b e a u tifu l m a ritim e  scenery, 

local firewater and rich trad itiona l culture.

jindo National Gugak Center
J in d o  is one o f  the b a s tions  o f  K orean
traditiona l perform ing arts, w ith  a number o f

noted fo lk  songs such as “ J indo  A rira n g ”
and shaman rituals. The music o f Jindo tends

to reflect the humble and d ifficu lt existence
o f island living. To sample Jindo’s traditional
c u ltu re ,  s to p  b y  the  im p re s s iv e  J in d o
National Gugak Center, one o f Korea’s most

im portan t centers o f tra d itiona l music and
dance. The com plex sits at the base o f the

mountain and overlooks the sea— one o f the
most fine ly situated perform ing arts venues

in the country, (g) 061-540-4031 В From Jindo
Bus Terminal, take a bus for Tamnip 
Ganggye a*! and get off at Gwiseong From 
there, walk about 500 m (1 hr 40 min).

http://www.mihwangsa.com


Jindo's Parting of the Sea’ is sometimes called 'Moses' Miracle."

Parting of the Sea
The biggest event o f the year in  J indo is the 
J in d o  M o se s ’ M ira c le ,  w hen  lo w  tid e  

exposes a n a rro w , 2 .8  km  la n d  b r id g e  
link ing  Jindo w ith  nearby M o d o  Island 

Th is  happens jus t a few times a year, but 
when it  does, i t ’s festival time— thousands 
upon thousands o f  tou ris ts  descend upon 

the site to  witness the miracle. Nearby are a 

n u m b e r o f  p o p u la r  beaches w h ic h  are 
packed in summer.
®  From J indo  Bus Term ina l, take  a bus for 
Hoedong-ri у з у  and get off at the festival venue.

Jindo Bridge Area
One o f Jindo’s most spectacular scenes is the 

impressive J indo  Bridge, l in k in g  Haenam 
and J indo . The tw in  spans, com pleted in 
1984 and 2005, c u t an im pressive figu re  

aga ins t the aq u a m a rin e  w a te rs  and the 
surrounding verdant hills. When gripped by 
frequent fog, it ’s no t unlike San Francisco’s 

Golden Gate Bridge. There is an observation 
p o in t  a to p  a h i l l  on the J in d o  side. The 
b r id g e  spans th e  M y e o n g n ya n g  S tra it ,  

know n fo r its fierce currents. The stra it was 
th e  s c e n e  o f  th e  1 5 9 7  B a t t le  o f  
Myeongnyang, one o f the greatest victories 

o f Korean hero A dm ira l Y i Sun-sin.
®  From J ind o  Bus Te rm ina l, take  a bus for 
Nokjin * * ' /  Usuyeong and get off at Nokjin.

Yongjangsanseong Fortress
N o t fa r from  the bridge are the remains of 
Yongjangsanseong Fortress, which served as 
one o f  th e  h e a d q u a rte rs  in  th e  a n t i-  

M o n g o lia n  resistance du rin g  the M o n g o l 
invasion o f Korea o f the 13th century. Some 

o f the walls remain, and there’s a museum 
detailing the history o f the fortress and the 

M ongo l invasion.
@ From J indo  Bus T e rm ina l, take  a bus for 
Byeokpa УУ/ Yeondong 9 3  (50 min).

Great Battle of 
Myeongnyang Festival

The Great Battle of Myeongnyang 
Festival ' ' ! celebrates the
miraculous triumph at the 1597 Battle of 
Myeongnyang, when war hero Admiral 
Yi Sun-sin led 13 Korean ships to victory 
over an enemy Japanese fleet of 333 
ships. The four day festival, held in 
October in the area around the 
Myeongnyang Strait (also known as the 
Uldol Strait), is highlighted by a 
spectacular reenactment of the battle.
In addition, the festival features 
parades, folk singing and dancing, and 
commemorative ceremonies, www. 
mldc.kr (KR)



The scenic Jindo Bridge spans the Myeongnyang Strait.

Ullimsanbang
In the in te rio r o f  the island is the fo rm er 

studio o f the famous 19th century painter 
Sochi. The s u rro u n d in g  m o u n ta in s  and 

forests make a perfect backdrop , and the 
pond in fro n t o f the studio has been used in 

f ilm  shoots. You can easily see how  such 
scenery m ig h t in s p ire  a r t is t ic  g e n iu s . 

In terestingly, the s tud io  is s till owned by 
Sochi’s descendants.
®  From  J ind o  Bus Term ina l, ta ke  a bus (or 
Sacheon-ri л®н| (зо min).

Jindo Dog

One of Jindo’s most famous contributions 
to Korean culture is the famed Jindo dog 

a native specie known for its loyalty, 
bravery and intelligence. The dog has 
been a protected national treasure since 
1938, and has been attracting increasing 
attention from canine associations 
overseas. To learn more about the dog, 
visit the Korean Jindo Dog Center W ?!

, where they hold training sessions for 
visitors (061-540-6308). Take a taxi from 
Jindo Bus Terminal.

n s f3 The Korean southwest is famous for, above all else, its food. Namdo cooking comes fresh,
Ч-У plentiful and comparatively cheap. Eating well will not be a concern. For the adventurous, one
Wh” i,° of the regional specialties is fermented skate, or hongeohoe This is not for the 

fainthearted—the flesh of the fermented skate is high in ammonia, with a scent that’s 
guaranteed to clean out your sinuses. If you’re in Ttangkkeut Village, try Jonggajip 
H an jeongsikS ^efS '1, where some Namdo-style hanjeongsik for two will cost you 60,000 
won. If you visit Daeheungsa Temple, a good choice for lunch is the Jeonju Sikdang 
(061-532-7696) which is famous for its mushroom dishes and sanchae jeongsik 
(“mountain vegetable banquet”), which is a bit pricey at 60,000 won for four, but absolutely 
delicious and will leave you so stuffed you may not have to eat for the rest of the day.

r - V  You’ll find standard Korean motel accommodation in Haenam, Jindo and the Haenam tourist
I Q l  spot of Usuyeong, near the Jindo Bridge. You’ll also find accommodation at Ttangkkeut Village

"в™” 0 and Jindo’s beach areas. One place of accommodation worth recommending is the
Yuseongwan S-S5  (061-534-2959), located right below Daeheungsa Temple. Formerly a 
guesthouse used by the temple, the Korean hanok in n -its e lf a century o ld -h a s  a lovely 
garden and overlooks a running mountain stream. The site was used for the shooting of the 
famous Korean film Sopyonje. Staying here will run you about 40,000-80,000 won, depending 
on the room. Breakfast costs 7,000 won. Another great place to s ta y -th is  one on the other 
side of Mt. Duryunsan —is Seora Dawon (061-533-3083), a hanok bed 8. breakfast that 
sits on an organic green tea farm. Rooms begin at 100,000 won a night.
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D adoh ae  M a r it im e  N ational  Park  с^ Н

Korea’s largest national park, Dodohae M aritim e National Park spans 2,321 km 2 
over seven coastal areas along the South and West seas, w ith  no fewer than 1,596 
islands. There’s some really spectacular scenery here— cliffs  plunging in to  the 
ocean, sandy beaches, verdant islands dotting the horizon on an endless surface of 
shimmering blue. You can appreciate it  from  the mainland i f  you like, or i f  you’ve 
got the tim e, hop on a boat and head to  one o f the many scenic islands and 
experience a Korea far different from  the hustle and bustle o f Seoul.

I . Dadohae Maritime National Park can be broken down into seven coastal and 
yOU island districts, spread out along Korea’s southwestern tip  (see the map on 

P 4 8 6 ) .  This includes parts o f the cities and counties o f Sinan, jindo, Goheung, Wando 
andYeosu. Most o f the islands are small, the major exception being Jindo, which is 
Korea’s third largest island. The park is divided into several districts (described in this 
section), each best experienced as a separate trip.

T h e  fa n ta s t ic a lly  ro c k y  c o a s t  o f  H o n g d o  Is la n d



H a irp in  tu rn s , H e u k s a n d o

Heuksando
Heuksando ( “ B lack M o u n ta in  Is lan d ” ) is 
one o f  the larger islands o f the pa rk, and 

home to  over 3 ,0 00  people. N o t so long 

a g o , to u r is ts  re g a rd e d  i t  as m o s t ly  a 
stopover along the w ay to  scenic Hongdo 

is la n d , b u t n o w a d a ys , m o re  and m ore  
people are com ing to appreciate the island’s 
o w n  set o f  cha rm s, in c lu d in g  its  lo ve ly  

coastal ring road, its unusual coastal rock 
fo rm a t io n s  a n d , la s t b u t n o t leas t, its  

fe rm en ted  skate , one o f  J e o lla n a m -d o ’s 
signature dishes.

The most popular tou ris t activ ity  here is 
to  take a bus o r ta x i a round  the c ircu la r 
coastal road. A tax i obviously gives you the 

op tio n  o f stopp ing to  take in  the various 
scenic and historical spots along the way—  

expect to  spend ab ou t 6 0 ,000  to  80 ,000 
won fo r three hours. You can take a local 
bus, too  (fare: 1,000 w on), bu t when you 

disembark, be prepared to w a it fo r the next 
bus. The coasta l ro a d — opened in  2010 
after 27 years o f construction— offers some 

spectacular views. One stretch in particu lar 
consists o f a steep c lim b o f twelve ha irp in 
tu rn s ,  a t th e  to p  o f  w h ic h  th e re ’s an

observatory. Sections o f  the road are also 

lined w ith  murals documenting the island’s 
culture and history.

In te re s tin g ly  enough, H euksando was

also the place o f exile fo r Jeong Yak-jeon,
the elder bro ther o f famed Joseon scholar
Jeong Yak-yong (see p464). L ike his more

famous brother, Jeong was a scholar, offic ia l
and an early convert to  Roman Catholicism,

the latter fo r which he was banished from

Seoul in 1801. He spent almost the entirety
o f  the  la s t f if te e n  years  o f  h is  l i fe  on
H e u k s a n d o ,  m ix in g  w i t h  th e  lo c a l

fishermen, opening up a school, studying
measures to im prove the ir lives and, most
fam ously , u n d e rta k in g  a com prehensive

study o f the island’s marine life.
В  T h e r e  a re  f o u r  f e r r ie s  a  d a y  f r o m  М о к р о  
C o a s ta l F e r ry  T e rm in a l to  H e u k s a n d o  (1 h r  5 0  
m in ), d e p a r t in g  a t 7 :5 0  a m , 8 :1 0  a m , 1 p m  a n d  4  
p m . R e tu rn  b o a ts  to  М о к р о  d e p a r t  a t  9  a m  (o r  
11 a m ) ,  3 :3 0  p m ,  4 :1 0  p m .  ( 0 6 1 - 2 4 3 - 2 1 1 1 ) .  
F a re : 3 4 ,3 0 0  w o n
В  T h e re ’s  a  g o o d  d e a l o f  a c c o m m o d a tio n  in  Y eri. 
I f y o u  n e e d  a  h o te l- ty p e  a c c o m o d a t io n s ,  t r y  th e  
H e u k s a n  B e a c h  H o t e l  « У Ы *1 а «  ( 0 6 1 - 2 4 6 -  
0 0 9 0 - 2 ) ,  w ith  ro o m s  s ta r t in g  a t  1 4 0 ,0 0 0  w o n  
(p e a k  s e a s o n : J u l 2 9 - A u g  7 ). M o s t o f  w h a t  y o u 'l l 
f in d  a v a ila b le , th o u g h , a re  m /n b a k  (h o m e s ta y ) .

As for food, you’re looking at fish—Heuksando cannot support agriculture so residents make 
their living from the sea. The island’s most famous product is hongeo or skate, and you’ ll find 
plenty of hongeo restaurants/wholesalers along Yeri’s waterfront, including Hongeo House 
#15 15У801У (061-275-5033). Expect to pay about 40,000 won for a plate of heongoehoe 8ош 
(raw, fermented skate).
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H o n g e o  801

If there is one dish Jeollanam-do is famous for, 
it ’s hongeo or skate. This is usually eaten raw 
and fermented, w ith a slice of skate placed 
w ith a slice o f steamed pork on a slice of 
kimchi, a dish called a hongeo samhap - 
(“ combination o f three"). It’s an ubiquitous 
dish in southwest Korea, especially during 
festiv ities—as a friend o f this writer from 
Gwangju once put it, “ Down here, it ’s not a 
party unless there’s hongeo.”  It frequently makes an appearance in Namdoyeongs/Tc, 
the full-course meals that are the epitome of Jeolla-do cooking.

Hongeo is, to put it very mildly, an acquired taste. Skates are related to sharks, and 
tike sharks, they urinate through their skin. When the flesh is left to ferment, the urine 
turns to ammonium. This gives the meat a very distinctive, sharp ammonium taste. 
Actually, it ’s the smell rather than the taste that gets you. It’ ll clean your sinuses out 
and first-time eaters often gag. If you can’t get used to it, don’t feel too b a d - tru th  be 
to ld , many if  not most Koreans from other regions of the country can’t stand it, either. 
Indeed, its Icelandic equivalent, hakarl (made from Greenlandic shark rather than 
skate), once made celebrity chef Gordon Ramsay vomit. But if  you do get used to it, 
you’ll soon find yourself craving the dish’s pungent flavor and the unforgettable sting 

to the tongue.

Jaeundo Island •
•  Amlaedo Island 

•  Palgeumdo Island

•  Bigeumdo Island
•Aniwado island

•  Hongdo Island
•  Dochodo Island

•  Heuksando Island

Haeuldo Island •

•Sangtaedo Island

•  Sangjodo Island 

•  Hajodo Island



Hongdo S£
H o n g d o  o r  “ Red Is la n d ”  (so  n a m ed  
because the island takes on a reddish hue at 

sunset thanks to  its soil rich in quartzite) is 
essentially one big nature preserve, home to  

270 varieties o f evergreens and 170 animal 
s p e c ie s . T h e  s c e n e ry  h e re  is  q u it e  

spectacular; the island's coastline is lined 
w ith  c lif fs  and 33 b e a u tifu lly  eerie rock  

fo r m a t io n s ,  th e  m o s t fa m o u s  b e in g  
Nam m un, a dramatic rock gate.

Because o f the island’s designation as a 

natura l monument, most o f  i t  is o ff-lim its  
to  to u ris ts . I f  y o u ’ re lo o k in g  fo r  v iew s, 

though, there’s an observatory a short walk 
above the po rt o f Hongdohang where

H o n g d o  Is la n d

boats w ill d rop  you off. M ost visitors take 
in  the is la n d ’s scenic sites by to u r  boat, 
w hich you can jo in  at Hongdohang. Boat 

tours take about tw o  hours, 30 minutes to  

go around the island, and charge 22 ,000 
won a person.

Note: You needn't to  stay on the island, 

bu t i f  y o u ’d lik e  to  anyw ay, y o u ’ l l  f in d  
some accom m odation  and restaurants in  

Ilgu Village 1 ^ ° « .
e g  T h e re ’s  a  1 ,0 0 0  w o n  fe e  to  e n te r  H o n g d o .

@ T h e r e  a r e  tw o  f e r r ie s  a  d a y  f r o m  М о к р о  
C o a s ta l F e r ry  T e rm in a l з и о и у в д н  t o  H o n g d o  
(2  h r  3 0  m in ;  fa r e :  3 8 ,0 0 0  w o n ) ,  d e p a r t in g  a t  
7 :5 0  a m  a n d  1 p m . T h e s e  fe r r ie s  a ls o  s to p  in  
H e u k s a n d o . R e tu rn  b o a ts  t o  М о к р о  d e p a r t  a t  
1 0 :3 0  a m  a n d  3 :4 0  p m .

w M
m a

gamha Lake

Ia
m

Geogeumdo Island 

Island •  Geumdangdo Island

•  Joyakdo Island .  seosando Island

I- a n :

Saengildo Island

•  Geumodo Island

Geomundo, Baekdo Island



F a m e d  h e a rt-s h a p e d  b e a c h  o f B ig e u m d o  Is la n d

Bigeumdo-Dochodo District

Th is d is tric t is comprised o f the islands o f 
B ig e u m d o  a n d  D o c h o d o , w h ic h  a re  
connected to  each other by bridge, and to 

the mainland by ferry. Bigeumdo is known 
largely fo r its beaches, includ ing a unique 

heart-shaped beach th a t’s p o p u la r  w ith  
cou p les . I t ’ s a lso  hom e to  the  massive 
Daedong Salt Farm ШбЭУ, where sea salt 

using w ind and sunlight has been produced 

since 1948. Additiona lly, there’s a pleasant 
little  village called Naechon L«$, where there 
are some charm ingly rustic alleyways lined 

w ith  old stone walls o f the type that used to 
grace many Korean villages. The island o f 
Dochodo has beaches, too, although there are 

plans afoot to  turn the island in to  a big zoo.
®  T h re e  fe r r ie s  a d a y  to  B ig e u m d o ’s  p o r t  o f 
G a s a n  fro m  М о к р о  C o a s ta l F e rry  T e rm in a l (7  
a m , 1 p m  a n d  3  p m ). T h e  t r ip  ta k e s  2  h o u rs ,  2 0  
m in u te s . T h e re 're  a ls o  fo u r  fa s t  b o a ts  to  th e  p o r t 
o f  S u d a e h a n g  a t  7 :5 0  a m , 8 :1 0  a m , 1 p m  a n d  4 
p m  (5 0  m in ).
B o a ts  f ro m  B ig e u m d o  (G a s a n ) to  М о к р о  d e p a r t  
a t  7 : 0 0  a m , 1 0  a m  a n d  4  p m . F a s t b o a ts  fro m  
S u d a e  ^  to  М о к р о  d e p a r t  a t  10  a m , n o o n , 4 :2 0  
p m  a n d  5 :2 0  p m . F a s t b o a t: 1 7 ,6 0 0  w o n ; s lo w  
b o a t: 8 ,0 0 0  w o n

Jodo District ^  *1-
This d is tric t consists largely o f a thick cluster 
o f islands o f f  the coast o f Jindo called Jodo 

o r “ Bird Islands,”  because, it ’s said, from  the 
coast they look like a flock o f birds floating 

on the ocean. There are 119 islands in the 
group, 35 o f which are inhabited. I f  you’ re a 

lig h th o u s e  fa n , th e re ’s a 1 0 1 -y e a r-o ld  
lighthouse at the end o f the biggest island o f 
the g ro u p  (H a jo d o  s f ^ ) ,  reached v ia  a 

h ik ing tra il from  the main port.
Я  T h e re  a re  e ig h t  fe r r ie s  a  d a y  f ro m  J in d o 's  
P a e n g m o k h a n g  P o rt to  H a jo d o  Is la n d  
(3 5  m in ) , a n d  e ig h t  b a ck .

J o d o  Is la n d
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Wando District ^  ^
T h is  d is t r ic t  con s is ts  o f  the  is land s  o f f  
W ando the m ost im p o rta n t being the 

is land o f B og ildo  s s e .  L ike  m ost o f  the 

is lands o f  D ado hae  M a r it im e  N a tio n a l 
Park, B og ildo  has its  na tu ra l charms and 

beaches, inc lud ing  the beautifu l Yesong-ri 
Beach a 1 km  crescent o f blue

pebble beach wedged between a mountain 

and the sea.
A  must-see in  B o g ild o  is Yun Seon-do 

H istorica l Site comprised largely
o f  Seyeonjeong G arden one o f  the 

m o s t b e a u t i f u l  e x a m p le s  o f  K o re a n  
tra d itio n a l gardening in  the country . The 

garden was created by “ Gosan”  Yun Seon- 
do (1587-1671), a Joseon Dynasty offic ia l, 

scholar and, most im po rtan tly , poet. Like 
many o f the great intellectuals o f the Joseon 

Dynasty, Yun spent much o f his life  exiled 
to  rem ote parts o f  the cou n try . In  1637, 

u p o n  le a r n in g  t h a t  K in g  I n jo  h a d  
surrendered to  the invad ing Manchus (see 

p36), Yun exiled h im se lf to  Jejudo ou t o f

despair. A long the way, his boat ran in to  a 
typhoon so he stopped in Bogildo to  let the 

sto rm  pass. H e like d  the is land  so m uch 
th a t he decided to  stay fo r  13 years. He 

bu ilt a home and a garden, and put pen to  

paper, penning his greatest poetry.
S eye o n je o n g  G a rd e n  is  a te x tb o o k  

example o f a Korean garden: the landscape 

is le ft as na tu ra l-look ing  as possible, w ith  

enhancements here and there fo r greater 
v isual im pact. O ve rlook ing  the pond is a 

w o o d e n  p a v il io n  w h e re  Y un once sat, 
ta k in g  in  the su rroun d ing s  w ith  a b it  o f 
music and w ine , perhaps co n ju rin g  some 

artistic inspiration in  the process.
В Y ou c a n  e ith e r  ta k e  th e  fe r ry  f ro m  H a e n a m 's  

T ta n g k k e u t V illa g e  (s e e  p 4 7 9 )  o r  W a n d o 's  p o r t 
o f  H w a h e u n g p o h a n g  « б а я .  T h e  fo rm e r  w il l ta k e  
a b o u t 5 0  m in u te s , a n d  is  th e  m o re  p o p u la r  o f  th e  
tw o . F ro m  B o g ild o ’s  h a rb o r , th e re  a re  b u s e s  a n d  
ta x is  th a t 'l l  ta k e  y o u  w h e re  y o u  w a n t to  g o .
О  N e a r Y e s o n g -r i B e a c h  o w aa is iK ^s , th e re  a re  a  
n u m b e r o f  m in b a k  (h o m e s ta y )  a n d  p e n s io n  
fa c i lit ie s , in c lu d in g  H a n b a n g  H w a n g to  H a n o k  
P e n s io n  S!W#E (0 6 1 -5 5 3 -6 3 7 0 ) ,  a  n ic e  
h a n o k -s ty le  p e n s io n  h o u s e  w h e re  ro o m s  g o  fo r
6 0 ,0 0 0  w o n  a  n ig h t o n  w e e k e n d s  (5 0 ,0 0 0  w o n  
o n  w e e k d a y s )  d u r in g  o ff -p e a k  m o n th s .

L o v e ly  S e y e o n je o n g  G a rd e n , a  b e a u tifu l g a rd e n  c re a te d  b y  e x ile d  J o s e o n  D y n a s ty  s c h o la r  Y un  S e o n -d o



G e u m o d o  Is la n d

Narodo D i s t r i c t ^
N arodo is a decent-sized island now linked 
by bridge to  the to w n  o f Goheung on 

the mainland. There’s a pretty good beach 

at W uju  Beach but the island is

now  best kn o w n  as the home o f  K orea ’s 
space p o rt, N a ro  Space Center and Space 

Science M useum  (3,000
w on admission; hours: 10 am to  5:30 pm, 

closed M o n d a ys ), w here you can see an 
assortment o f indoor and ou tdoor exhibits 

dedicated to  space science. As o f  the w riting  
o f th is book, there have been tw o  launches 
fro m  N a ro  Space C en te r, co m p le te d  in  
2 0 0 9 , a lth o u g h  on  b o th  a tte m p ts , the 
rockets fa iled  to  p u t th e ir  packages in to  
o rb it.

IS T a ke  a  b u s  f ro m  G o h e u n g  T e rm in a l to  N a ro d o  
B u s  T e r m in a l  ( 4 0  m in ) .  F r o m  N a r o d o  B u s  
T e rm in a l, ta k e  a  lo c a l b u s  to  N a ro  S p a c e  C e n te r  
(2 0  m in ).

Geumodo District x№
In  the eastern extrem e o f  the p a rk  is the 

G e u m o d o  D is t r ic t ,  w h ic h  c e n te rs  on 
Geumodo Island, an island much beloved 

by weekend anglers fo r its rich  schools o f 
gamseongdom o r  b la c k  p o rg y .
A ccord ing  to  a 1872 m ap, you cou ld  see 
Japan’s Tsushima fro m  its highest po in t—  

hyperbolic at best, but feel free to  hike up 
and test it. The best part o f this section o f 

the p a rk  is n o t the  is land  itse lf, b u t the 
Buddhist hermitage o f Hyangiram  on 

the main land (see p505).
®  F e rr ie s  to  G e u m o d o  d e p a r t  fro m  Y e o su  F e rry  
T e rm in a l.

Geomundo-Baekdo District

T h is  d is t r ic t  co n s is ts  o f  the  is la n d  o f  
Geumundo (h is torica lly  Port H am ilton) and 
the Baekdo archipelago. See “ G eum ondo”  
on p490.

N a ro d o  S p a c e  C e n te r



BOSEONG

When spring arrives, few places in Korea are as spectacular and ravishing to  the 
eye as Boseong. This is a land o f ro lling hills covered w ith  verdant green tea fields 
that cover the hillsides like an emerald blanket. In the fields, workers busy picking 
the year’s harvests mingle w ith  couples and families strolling about the perfectly 
manicured rows o f tea bushes. I f  you’ re lucky, the early m orning m ist w ill still be 
hanging in the hillsides, providing a romantic setting second to  none. But Boseong 
is more than just fa iry  tale walks amidst tea fields. N o t far from  the tea fields, in 
the small railroad hamlet o f Beolgyo, visitors can learn about the tragic cauldron 
o f colonialism, polarization and war in which was born modern Korea.

D a e h a n  D a w o n  P la n t a t io n
When Koreans th in k  o f Boseong, they th ink 

o f green tea. Green tea has a long history in 
Korea. The d rin k  arrived in  the 9th century, 

w hen  a K orean  envoy b ro u g h t back tea 
seeds fro m  Tang C h in a . The seeds were

p lanted on the slopes o f M t.  Jirisan х1а1У 
near Ssanggyesa Temple where they 

took ro o t and prospered.
The p lantations in  Boseong, however, are 

o f much more recent vintage. In  the 1930s, 

co lon is ts  fro m  green tea-obsessed Japan

The beautifu l ro lling h ills  of D aehan Dawon P lanta tion , one o f Korea 's m ost scen ic  locations



h y  Mt. Jeamsan

0 Jeamsan Recreational Forestfi 
0  Daewonsa Temple

( U  Jangheung County Office
Y ulpo Haesu Nokchatang Boseong Dabeach Condo 

Yulpo Beach
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took  no tice o f  the h ills ides o f  the coastal 
tow n , blessed w ith  soil, hum id ity  and day- 

n igh t temperature differences perfect fo r tea 
cu ltiva tio n . In  1939, they established the 

firs t commercial tea p lan ta tion in  the area.
In  1945, w ith  Japan’s defeat in  W orld  

W ar I I ,  K o re a ’s Japanese o ve rlo rd s  w ent 
home and Boseong’s lone tea p lan ta tion fell 
in to  disuse. In  1957, however, a Korean 

businessman purchased the o ld  tea fields 
an d  e s ta b lis h e d  D a e h a n  D a w o n  Tea 

Plantation. Soon, more tea p lantations were

established nearby, stretching all the way to 
the coast. Boseong’s tea industry flourished, 

and today the tow n  accounts fo r some 40 
percent o f  Korea’s green tea production.

T h e  p la c e  e v e ry o n e  goes to  is  the  
a fo re m e n t io n e d  D a e h a n  D a w o n  Tea 

P lan ta tion . Th is  is the oldest, largest and 
m ost b e a u tifu l o f the area’s tea gardens. 

The p lan ta tion b ills itse lf as a “ watercolor
like  tea fie ld ,”  and this is no exaggeration. 
Spread o u t  o v e r som e 561 hectares o f 

h ills id e , the  fie ld s  are a p leasant m ix  o f



ro w s  o f  green tea and b e a u tifu l forests. 

Before you get to  the tea fields, however, 
you must w a lk  along a wooden path lined 

by a running brook and tow ering Japanese 
cedar trees. T h is  w a lk w a y , shaded by a 

can opy  o f  green n o t u n lik e  the vau lted  
roofs o f  the great cathedrals o f Europe, is 

just as famous as the green tea p lan ta tion 
itse lf. You m ig h t even spy the occasional 

squ irre l o r ch ipm unk  scurrying about the 

woods.
The green tea fields are criss-crossed w ith  

w a lk in g  paths and fligh ts  o f  stairs. There 

are v ie w in g  ga lle ries s tra teg ica lly  placed 
throughout— you’ ll  have no trouble find ing 
them. In  spring, the fields release the strong 

scent o f  g reen te a — the  a rom a  is t r u ly  
e n c h a n t in g , and  w hen  th e  trees be g in  

flow ering , i t ’s as i f  you ’ve entered paradise.
E ntry  to  Daehan D aw on Tea Plantation 

is 2 ,000 w on. Below  the fields, there is a 
w ooded pond where you can enjoy green 

tea ice cream  o r ju s t a cup o f  tea. The 
p lan ta tion also has restaurants (specializing 
in  green tea fo o d  p ro d u c ts ), shops and 

other v is ito r facilities. I f  you ’re looking to 
purchase tea by bu lk , this m igh t be a good

h , :
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place to  do it.
Besides Daehan D aw on Tea P lantation,

the re  are several la rge  p la n ta t io n s  th a t

continue a ll the way to  the po rt village o f
Y ulpo In  fact, just five minutes up the
road is Botjae Tea P lantation 5?хНсЖ, which

offers visitors m agnificent views o f  terraced
hillsides stretching a ll the way to  the sea. In

the p la in  below, Daehan D aw on ’s second
p lan tation tHSWS is also w o rth  a visit.

d i 2,000 won ©  9 am to 8 pm ©  061-852-4540 
6  www.dhdawon.com 0  There are frequent 
buses to Daehan Dawon Tea Plantation from 
Boseong Bus Terminal.

Y u lp o  B e a c h  &  Y u lp o
H a e s u  N o k c h a t a n g
I f  w a lk in g  am idst h ills ide green tea fields, 
d rink ing  copious amounts o f green tea and 

d ining on green tea-flavored food still leaves 
you wanting, you can always take a relaxing 
bath in the stuff. A fter you’ve spent an hour 

o r tw o  at Daehan Dawon Tea Plantation, get 
on the same bus that took you there and take 
i t  to  the beach village o f Yulpo. Yulpo Beach 

is a pleasant enough place to  stretch your 
legs— its sunrises are especially nice. The real 

reason to  come here, however, is to  relax in

Daehan Dawon Tea Plantation

http://www.dhdawon.com
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Yulpo Beach

Yulpo Haesu Nokchatang (“ Yupo Sea Water 

Green Tea Spa” ), a spa tha t specializes in 
baths o f seawater and green tea.

W h ile  ba th ing  in  seawater m ixed w ith  

green tea leaves m ig h t seem lik e  an odd 
way to  conclude an afternoon— and indeed,

the smell takes a second to  get used to— it ’s 

an in c re d ib ly  re juvena ting  experience. I f  
taking a d ip  in a pool o f green tea isn’t  your 

th in g , the re  are also p la in  seawater and 
freshwater baths, too. Basic entrance to  the 
spa is 3,500 won.

If you like good food, you’ve come to the right place. The province of Jeollanam-do is famous 
for having some of the best food in the country. In Boseong, the specialty dish is nokdon 
s a m g y e o p s a l^ tt^ ,  grilled pork made from pigs fed green tea leaves. This, however, is only 
one of the many dishes into which Boseong restaurateurs have managed to inject green tea.
In Beolgyo, the town specialty is ggomak sat, the ark shell clam. These are picked out of the 
mud flats of the South Sea shore and served with vegetables and hot sauce.

In downtown Boseong (a pleasant if fairly non-descript place), there are a number of motels 
and inns. Boseong Tourist Motel (061-853-7474), close to the bus te rm ina l-a t
50,000 won a night (with Internet), is perfectly adequate. The beach town of Yulpo also has a 
large number of minbak (homestay) facilities available, too, and a very well-appointed condo, 
Boseong Dabeach Condo (061-850-1114), which accommodate four persons (rooms
begin 180,000 won during the high season). During high season, you may want to book well in 
advance. Give the people at Boseong-gun’s Tourism & Culture Division a call at 061-850-5224 
for assistance.

Buses to Boseong depart from Seoul’s Central City Bus Terminal. The trip takes about five 
hours. You can also take a five hour train ride from Seoul’s Yongsan Station to Suncheon, and 
take an hour-long bus ride to Boseong from there (buses to Boseong depart from Suncheon 
Intercity Bus Terminal). There are frequent buses to Beolgyo from Boseong Bus Terminal.
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Beolgyo sin—Remains of a Tortured Past
A bou t 45 m inutes by bus east o f dow n tow n  Boseong, on the road to  Suncheon, is the 
village o f  Beolgyo, made famous as the setting fo r Korean novelist Jo Jung-rae’s m u lt i

volume magnum opus, The Taebaek Mountains (later made in to  a 1994 film  by renowned 

director Im  Kwon-taek).
The h is to ry  o f  Boseong, so g raph ica lly  depicted in the novel, is a m icrocosm  o f  the 

history o f  the pa in fu l b irth  o f the Republic o f Korea. D uring the Japanese colon ia l period, 

the village was developed as a transportation hub connecting the in te rio r w ith  coastal ports. 
C olon ia l adm inistrators also engaged in divisive land reclamation projects tha t widened the 

gap between the to w n ’s wealthy landlords and its poor peasantry. L iberation from  colonial 
rule in  1945 changed little— badly needed land re form  was not enacted and the landlords 

grew even wealthier.
Tensions h it a peak in 1948 when com m unist-led elements o f the South Korean army 

m utinied and took con tro l o f nearby Yeosu and Suncheon. The mutineers spread ou t from  
Suncheon to  take over nearby towns, including Beolgyo. Rightists and landlords who hadn’t  

fled were executed. The m u tiny  collapsed, however, and r ig h tis t forces re took Beolgyo. 
Leftists (and suspected leftists) were rounded up and executed; those who managed to  escape 
formed guerrilla bands in the surrounding mountains and launched raids in to  the village at 

n ight. An atmosphere o f terror and violence held sway straight up to  the Korean War.
M any o f the sites described by Jo in  his novel (o r seen in Im ’s film ) can still be found in 

Beolgyo. I f  you read Korean, Boseong Tra in  Station carries maps o f the relevant sites. They 
include N am do Inn a Japanese black-shingled inn where counterinsurgency forces

lodged; a Japanese bank used as a financial collective; Sohwa Bridge ' 5№ l,  a colonial-era 
bridge under which rightists and leftists traded executions in the lead-up to  the Korean War; 
a beautifu l Joseon-era stone arch bridge (N ationa l Treasure N o. 304); and perhaps best o f 
a ll, Hyeon Buja J ip  г,¥^НУ) a beautifu l la n d lo rd ’s home tha t, w ith  its in co rp o ra tio n  o f 

Japanese influences, is perhaps a perfect representation o f the times. From the second floo r 

o f its Japanese-style fro n t gate, you can sit and look ou t over the reclaimed lands— bu ilt 
w ith  Korean labor and farmed by Korean tenant farmers— tha t were at the heart o f the 
tragedy tha t w ould  come. N ex t to  the Hyeon Buja Jip is a new museum dedicated to Jo 

Jung-rae and The Taehaek Mountains.
E) Buses to Beolgyo depart from Suncheon or Boseong bus terminals.
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S u n c h e o n ^

The c ity  o f Suncheon, loca ted  a lon g  K o re a ’s 
southwestern coast in the province o f Jeollanam- 
do, is a bustling community o f 250,000 people and 
a m ajor commercial and educational center o f the 
region. Known for its outstanding food and natural 
beauty, the tow n is home to M t. Jogyesan 
one o f Korea’s holiest peaks, on the slopes o f which 
s it  tw o  o f  K o re a ’s m o s t e x q u is ite  B u d d h is t 
monasteries, Songgwangsa and Seonamsa. N o t far 
from  the temples is Naganeupseong Folk Village,
Korea’s best preserved Joseon-era walled town w ith  
its extensive collection o f traditional thatched roo f 
homes. Further down the road from  there is the 
small hamlet o f Beolgyo (see previous page), where 
visitors w ith  a b it o f  background in fo rm ation  can learn about and experience 
some o f Korea’s painful recent past.

Registered with the Ramsar Convention, the tidal flats of Suncheonman Bay Ecological Park 
are an ecological treasure trove.

<D

I------1

i k  Mt. Jogyesan 

И  Seonamsa Temple

E) Sangsaho Lake 

ГЕЙ Suncheon City Hall

I
Village

man Bay 0



S o n g g w a n g s a  T e m p le
A t  th e  s o u th e r n  t i p  o f  S o b a e k s a n  

M oun ta ins  the m ounta inous spine
that cuts southwesterly across the southern 

ha lf o f the Korean Peninsula, is the 844 m 
peak o f M t. Jogyesan. One o f Korea’s most 
sp iritu a lly  im po rtan t m ountains, i t  should 

come as no surprise tha t i t ’s home to  tw o  o f 

K o r e a ’ s m o s t  im p o r t a n t  te m p le s ,  
Songgwangsa and Seonamsa.

T h e  fo re s ts  on  the  w es t side o f  M t .  
Jogyesan em brace the massive B uddh is t 

m onaste ry  com p lex  o f  Songgwangsa o r 

“ Spreading Pine Tem ple.”  The monastery 
was most like ly  founded as a small temple 

du ring  the latter pa rt o f  the Silla Dynasty. 

In  the G oryeo Dynasty, N a tio n a l M aster 

J inu l established in  1200 a center fo r  the 
s tud y  o f  Zen m e d ita tio n  and s c r ip tu ra l 

le a rn in g . T h is  became one o f  the  m ost 
im p o r t a n t  c e n te rs  o f  w h a t  w o u ld  

e v e n tu a lly  becom e K o re a ’s d o m in a n t 
Buddhist denom ination , the Jogye Order. 
In  the  ro u g h ly  180 years  be tw een  its  

founding by J inul and the founding o f the 

a n t i - B u d d h is t  J o s e o n  d y n a s ty ,  th e  
monastery produced no less than 16 monks 

o f the rank o f N ationa l Master.

Since then, the tem ple has seen its ups



Paper lanterns, Songgwangsa Temple

and do w n s . M u c h  o f  the  p re c in c t was 
reduced to  ashes du rin g  the Korean W ar 

b u t a massive re c o n s tru c tio n  p ro je c t in 
1988 restored the monastery to  its former 

glory. Moreover, despite the calamities that 

have be fa llen the tem ple , n o t eve ry th ing  

was lost— Songgwangsa Temple possesses 
m a n y  re g is te re d  c u l tu r a l  p ro p e r t ie s ,  
in c lu d in g  three  N a tio n a l Treasures and 

several Treasure-level properties.

Just before the m a in  tem ple com p lex , 

cross over a p ic tu resque covered bridge. 

Samcheonggyo Bridge b u ilt in  1707, 
is w id e ly  cons ide red  the te m p le ’s m ost 
beautiful attraction, and is featured in  many 

paintings, draw ings and photographs. The 

water beneath symbolically cleanses you as 
you pass over the bridge in to  the “ o ther 

w o r ld ”  th a t is Songgwangsa Temple. The 
monastery is a huge complex centered on a 

broad courtyard. The massive M a in  H a ll is 
b u i l t  to  h o ld  the  te m p le ’s la rg e  m o n k  
com m unity and laypersons participating in 

the various Buddhist ceremonies.

Songgwangsa in not your usual temple. It 

is one o f the “ Three Treasures”  o f Korean 

B uddhism , the o th e r tw o  being Haeinsa 

Temple (near Daegu, see p546) and Tongdosa 
Temple (near Busan, see p597). It represents
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the B u dd h is t Sangha, o r  c o m m u n ity  o f 
monks and laypeople. As such, it is home to  a 

large com m unity  o f Buddhist monks, and 

young monks from all over Korea come here 
to train. You’ ll even spot a foreign monk or 

tw o , since the m onaste ry is hom e to  an 
International Zen Center.

Evening may be the best tim e to be on 

hand. As the sun begins to  set, the monks 
assemble fo r the evening yebul, a chanted 

homage to  the Buddha and re c ita tio n  o f 
scripture (the H eart Sutra, to  be specific). 

The chanting is proceeded by the playing o f 
the tem ple  d ru m  and the r in g in g  o f  the 

temple bell. Combined w ith  the sounds o f 

the m ountain, far away from  the hustle and 

bustle o f c iv iliza tio n , i t ’s an o th e rw o rld ly  

experience that should not be missed.

Ko r e a n  Bu d d h is m  11 '

One o f Korea’s traditional faiths, Buddhism still enjoys a healthy fo llow ing—as o f 2005, 
22.5% o f the population professed to be Buddhist, making it the country’s second 
largest religion behind Christianity (29.2%). Korea’s endless mountains are dotted with 
Buddhist temples and monasteries, and Buddhism has had a great impact on Korean 
philosophy, literature and arts.

Buddhism originated in India some 2,400 years ago, and came to the Korean peninsula 
via China in the fourth century. It first reached the Korean kingdoms o f Goguryeo and 
Baekje (see рзз) in 372 and 384, respectively. The new faith was warmly received in both 
kingdoms. It got a considerably colder reception in Silla, where it first arrived in the fifth 
century. According to legend, the turning point took place in 527, when a Buddhist court 
official by the name o f Ichadon was martyred—when he was beheaded, it ’s said milk 
poured from his neck rather than blood. Under King Chinhung (r. 540-576), Buddhism 
was made the state religion in Silla.

When Silla unified Korea in 668, the peninsula experienced a golden age o f peace and 
stability. Enjoying state patronage. Buddhism flourished in th is environment. Countless 
Buddhist temples, such as Gyeongju’s grand Bulguksa, were bu ilt throughout the 
country. Several o f Korea’s greatest Buddhist theologians—including the monks Wonhyo 
and Uisang—were active in this era, too. Towards the end o f Silla, the practice of 5еол— 
better known in the West as Zen—began to take root.

Buddhism continued to flourish under the Goryeo kingdom (918-1392), where it was the 
state religion. During this period, there was a movement toward reconciling scholastic 
Buddhism—with its emphasis on learning the Buddhist sutras—and Zen, which

ф  3,000 won @  061-755-0107 6  www. 
songgangsa.org IS Take Bus No. 111 from 
Suncheon Bus Terminal (1 hr 20 min).

S e o n a m s a  T e m p le
D o n ’ t m ake th e  m is ta k e  o f  b e lie v in g  
Songgwangsa is the only monastery on the 

mountain. On the east side o f the peak is the 

ancien t tem ple Seonamsa, o r “ Zen Rock 
Temple.”  From Songgwangsa Temple, i t ’s a 

four o r five hour hike to  Seonamsa Temple, 

depending on whether you choose to bag the 
peak (recommended i f  you have the time) or 

take a lower path that cuts through a couple 

o f  passes. W hichever one you choose, be 

sure to b ring  w ater— there are no springs 
a long the paths, a lthough i f  you take the 

lower route, there is a barley rice restaurant



along the way where you can stop to  eat or 
purchase a refreshing beverage.

Seonamsa’s monks belong to  the smaller 
Taego O rder o f  Korean Buddhism , which 

broke away from  the larger Jogye O rder in 
1970. U nlike the monks o f the Jogye Order, 

monks o f the Taego order may marry.
Seonamsa Tem ple is a large com p lex , 

a lthough it  seems considerably less spread 
o u t than  Songgwangsa Temple and, as a 

re s u lt, exudes a f r ie n d lie r ,  c o z ie r fee l. 
U n like  Songgwangsa, Seonamsa was no t 

b u rn t d o w n  d u r in g  the  K orean  W ar, so 
many o f its bu ild ings date back at least a 

century and are approp ria te ly  faded. The 
temple seeks no t to  dazzle but to  harmonize 
w ith  its natura l surroundings, and it  does to 

remarkable effect.

emphasized enlightenment through meditation.
Unfortunately, however, state patronage also led to 

corruption and, by the end o f the Goryeo era, Confucian 
scholars were attacking the vice and greed o f Buddhist 
temples, which often controlled considerable land and 
wealth. When the Confucians took control o f the country 
and established the Joseon kingdom (1392-1910), they 
placed d ifficu lt new conditions on Buddhism. They limited 
the number of temples, restricted who could join the 
monkhood and, most notably, drove temples into the 
mountains. Buddhist monks were barred from cities. The 
situation improved somewhat from the 16th century, 

however, thanks to the active participation o f Buddhist monks as warriors in the Imjin 
War (1592-1598) against the Japanese.

In modern times, Buddhism has had to hold its own against the rising popularity of 
Christianity and a general trend towards secularism and materialism resulting from 
Korea’s industrialization and modernization. Overall, it hasn’t done too poorly—nearly 
half o f Koreans who consider themselves religious are Buddhists. Moreover, even non- 
Buddhists generally recognize the rich heritage the religion has left Korea.

Like Christianity, Korean Buddhism is broken into several sects, the most prominent 
being the Jogye Order, which merges Gyo (scholastic Buddhism) and Seon (Zen). In 
keeping with Korean tradition, its monks are celibate. The order controls most of Korea’s 
major Buddhist temples, including its headquarters, Jogyesa, in downtown Seoul.

Rath to Seonamsa Temple
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Seonamsa is c e rta in ly  one o f the m ost 
photogenic temples in  Korea. The w a lk to 

the temple takes you through a th ick forest 
and passes a ru n n in g  stream . A lo n g  the 

way, you ’l l  come to  tw o  stately stone arch 
bridges. The second and larger o f the tw o, 

Seungseongyo Bridge is considered 
K o re a ’s fines t stone arch bridge  and has 

been d e s ig n a te d  a N a t io n a l T re a su re . 
D ating from  1713, the bridge is the subject 

a n d  s e t t in g  f o r  m a n y  p a in t i n g s ,  

pho tog raphs and film s . O th e r structures 

you ’ ll  w ant to  check ou t are the fro n t gate, 
M a in  H a ll,  s tone  pagodas in  the  m a in  

c o u r ty a rd  (d e s ig n a te d  T re a su re s ), the 
exquis ite W ontongjeon H a ll and an 
e a r ly  2 0 th  c e n tu ry  o u th o u s e — yes, an 

o u th o u se — th a t is b o th  a rc h ite c tu ra lly  

fascinating and functiona l (but be careful—  
it ’s a long drop i f  you fa ll in). 
ф  1,500 won ®  061 -754-5247 6  www. 
seonamsa.net (KR) g T a ke  Bus No. 1 from 
Suncheon Bus Terminal (50 min).

N a g a n e u p s e o n g  F o lk  V i l la g e
N o t  fa r  f r o m  S e o n a m s a  T e m p le  is 
Naganeupseong Folk Village, Korea’s best- 

preserved Joseon-era w a lled  tow n . In  the 
o ld  days, most Korean towns were fo rtified  
to  p rov ide  p ro tec tion  du rin g  those rough 

and ready times. In  the case o f the village o f 
N aga n -e up , ea rthen w a lls  were erected 
around the tow n  in  1397 to  protect it  from  

m a r a u d in g  J a p a n e s e  p i r a t e s .  T h e  
e a rth w o rks  w ere rep laced w ith  s tu rd ie r 
stone fo r t if ic a tio n s  in  1424. Those w a lls  

s till stand today (aided by restoration w ork  
in  1 9 8 3 ) ;  in s id e ,  m o re  th a n  1 0 0  
t r a d it io n a lly  b u il t  homes and b u ild in g s  
beckon vis itors look in g  fo r  a sense o f  o ld  

Korea. The view  from  the top  o f the w a ll as 
you gaze over a sea o f thatched roofs, the 
Nagan plain and the surrounding hillsides, 

is no t to  be missed.
L ike Hahoe V illage in  Andong, most o f

r ' : ч  -
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Naganeupseong Folk Village

th e  h o u se s  o f  t h is  f o lk  v i l la g e  a re
occupied— as o f 2010, the com m unity was
home to 120 families. Many, however, have

been converted  in to  hom estay fa c ilit ie s

(minbak) and/or restaurants, and there is a
s l ig h t ly  to u r is ty  fee l a b o u t th e  p lace ,
although by no means oppressively so.

©  9 am to 6 pm (9 am to 5 pm in Dec to Jan)
^  2,000 won (£) 061-749-3347 6  www.nagan. 
or.kr ffl Take Bus No. 61, 68 from Suncheon Bus 
Terminal (40 min).

S u n c h e o n m a n  B a y  E c o lo g ic a l  
P a r k  ё З е к га Я Е Н З й
O ne o f  the  w o r ld ’s f ive  la rg e s t coa s ta l 
w e tla n d s , Suncheonm an Bay E co log ica l 
Park, consists o f 39.8 km o f nearly pristine 

c o a s tlin e  and 2 2 .6  k m 2 o f  m u d  f la ts ,  
p o p u la te d  by vas t f ie ld s  o f  reeds (2 10  

hectares w orth ), wetland plants, 25 species 
o f  ra re  b ird  ( in c lu d in g  the  B lack-fa ced  
S p o o n b i l l ,  N o rd m a n n ’s G re e n s h a n k , 
Spoonbill Sandpiper, and R elict G u ll) and 

o th e r fo rm s o f  a q u a tic  life . I t  is one o f 
Korea’s most beautifu l ecological sites, and 

in  2 0 0 6  w a s  a d d e d  to  th e  R a m s a r  
C o n v e n tio n  on W e tla n d s . I f  y o u ’ re in  
sou thern  K orea , i t  re a lly  is a m u s t-v is it, 
especially in autum n when the reeds tu rn  

go lden as they b loo m , and w in te r, w hen 
la rge  flocks  o f  m ig ra to ry  b ird s  descend 

upon the bay. The sunsets here are tru ly  
inspiring, as is early m orning when the fog

http://www.nagan
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and mist create an enchanting landscape.
The park is equipped w ith  w a lk ing  paths 

tha t take you through the reed fields and 

strategically placed observatories provid ing 
b ir d ’s-eye v iew s  o f  the  n a tu ra l m a jesty 
below. The best view o f all is from  Yongsan 
Observatory StiSSQI, w jth  views o f the “ S 

L ine”  o f Dongcheon Stream as i t  gently 

meanders through the mud flats to  the bay. 
A lso  eye -ca tch in g  is the  p o p u la t io n  o f 

Suaeda japonica, a marsh weed tha t turns a 
v ib ran t red in autumn.

In addition to  the ecological splendor, the
park  has a museum and in fo rm a tio n  ha ll

w here  you  learn  m ore  a b o u t the  p lace .
T h e re  a re  a ls o  to u r  b o a ts  o p e ra t in g

m o rn in g s  o n ly  th a t  ta k e  y o u  d o w n

D ongcheon  S tream  in to  the  bay— these
depart from  a dock near the museum, and

cost 4,000 won (no cruises on Mondays).
©  9 am to sunset &  1,000 won ®  061-749- 
3006-7  6 www.suncheonbay.go.kr ®  Take Bus 
No. 66 o r 67 at Suncheon Bus Terminal.

Eat

As is the case in the rest of the province, Suncheon is a great place to eat. One of the b e tte r- 
and cheaper—places to fill up is Heungdeok Sikdang ■ (061-744-9208), which serves a

what to good ЬоекЬап "4У (rice, soup and side dishes) for 7,000 won. For something a bit more 
substantial, try Geumbin Hoegwan ёУЯ9 (061-744-5554), which does a fine tteokgalbi 
jeongsik (fried meat patty with lots of side dishes) for 12,000 won {dwaeji or pork) or
30,000 won (hanu or Korean beef) per person. It can found behind Suncheon City Hall, not far 
from Suncheon Bus Terminal. If you have money to burn and like to eat, Daewon Sikdang 
S' (061-744-3582), also near Suncheon Bus Terminal, does a wonderful Jeollado-style jeongsik 
for 80,000 won (lunch) or 100,000 won (dinner)—meals are for four people; be prepared to do 
some serious eating. If you're visiting Songgwangsa Temple, there are plenty of fine eateries 
at the tourist village in front of the temple. Around Suncheonman Bay, a number of 
restaurants specialize in a local favorite, jjangttungeotang Э$ош, a spicy, rich soup made 
from boiled mud hopper. Solo diners can usually get a bowl for 10,000 won but if you’re with 
friends, try the jjangttungeo jeongol SS015# , a heartier stew serving for two for 30,000 won.

&
W h i m  to

If you’re staying downtown, the usual places-i.e., near Suncheon Station and Suncheon Bus 
Terminal-have lots of cheap and mid-range places to stay for 40,000-80,000 won a night. If 
you’re looking for something more upscale, try EcoGrad Hotel Suncheon « ш л У н з ! (061-811- 
0000), west of Suncheon Station. A lovely 18-story building, it’s a Suncheon landmark and 
comes complete with a stylish and very relaxing Roman bath. Rooms begin at 220,000 won a 
night. For something more Korean in atmosphere, on the road to Suncheonman Bay there’s a 
Korean-style hanok, Haeryongseong Gotaek (061-744-1760), which has been
renovated for use as a guesthouse. Rooms sleeping up to 10 go for 100,000 won a night 
during the low season. Also on the road to Suncheonman Bay is another hanok pension, 
Galdaebat Sarangchae srast л1У*н (010-8490-6626). The rooms here have beds. They can also 
pick you up from Suncheon Station or Suncheon Bus Terminal if you give them a ring after 9 
pm). Rooms go for 80,000 won on a weekend. Near Naganeupseong Fortress and Beolgyo, 
there’s Han Sang-hun Gaok (061-857-5064), a lovely old Korean hanok home that was
moved to its current location from Seoul, where it was in danger of being town down to make 
way for road construction. The interior has been renovated, but in a way that preserves the 
essence and spirit of the hanok. At 150,000 won a night, it’s somewhat pricey but highly 
recommended. To get there, you’ll probably want to take a cab from Beolgyo or 
Naganeupseong Fortress.

http://www.suncheonbay.go.kr


The sunrises from Hyangiram Hermitage are worth the effort.
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Y e o s u  ^

Yeosu has always been a favorite fo r those game to  explore Korea in greater 
depth. Take in the view from  Jasan Park and you’ll know why. Spread out before 
you is a breathtaking landscape. Here, the rugged mountains slope down to the 
emerald waters o f the South Sea. Further ou t, jade islands do t the coastline. 
A long the hillside, rows o f houses sit precariously while ships steam in and out o f 
the fine  n a tu ra l harbor. P ositive ly  id y llic  (and no t a bad place to  spend a 
weekend), Yeosu is undoubtedly one o f the country’s underrated destinations.

Blessed w ith  one o f the finest na tu ra l environm ents in  Korea, Yeosu is a 
p u ng en t s tew  o f ru s tic , s m a ll- to w n  K orean  cha rm  and sa lty  p o r t- to w n  
atmosphere, served w ith  a slice o f h istory and delectable Jeolla-do cuisine. I f  
you ’ re in to  ecological tou rism , the to w n ’s countless islands and the pristine 
wetlands o f the nearby Suncheonman Bay offer countless opportunities. For view 
seekers, the c ity ’s hills and mountains afford splendid vistas o f the po rt and its 
surrounding coastline, wh ile  the Buddhist hermitage o f H yang iram — w ith  its 
d ram atic  lo ca tio n  perched high atop g ran ite  c liffs  o v e rlo o k in g  the sea— is 
arguably the finest location in Korea to take in the sunset. Less adventurous types 
can simply kick back or perhaps take a stroll along one o f the c ity ’s fine beaches, 
breathing deep the wonderful seaside atmosphere.

■ . Yeosu is located on the Yeosu Peninsula which ju ts down from the
У  city o f Suncheon on Korea’s South Sea coast. In addition to the mountainous 

peninsula, which is connected to the mainland by a narrow isthmus, Yeosu is blessed 
w ith some 317 islands, many of which are included in Dadohae Maritime National Park 
and Hallyeo Maritime National Park

Yeosu actually has two downtowns, the legacy o f the 1998 merging o f the cities of 
Yeosu and Yeocheon 9 2 . For tourists, the old Yeosu downtown (and more specifically, the 
Central Rotary), located on a natural harbor at the southern end of the peninsula, is one 
o f the most in te re s tin g -it ’s here that you’ll find the train station, ferry terminal and most 
o f the fine views (the intercity bus terminal, however, is a bit outside downtown).

Most o f downtown Yeosu is accessible by foot or taxi. Some locations, like Hyangiram 
Hermitage, require local bus rides, while the islands, logically enough, require boat 
trips. With its fine harbor and strategic location guarding the waterways o f southern 
Korea, Yeosu has served throughout the ages as a port and naval base. During the Imjin 
War o f 1592-1598, the port served as the first naval headquarters o f the legendary 
Admiral Yi Sun-sin; Korea’s revolutionary “ tu rtle  ships,”  the world ’s first ironclad 
warships, were built here.

Today, Yeosu is home to 293,000 residents and has become a major industrial and 
logistical center—the city boasts a large fishing fleet, cargo ships from all over the world 
call in regularly, and just nearby looms Gwangyang Steel Works one o f the
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world ’s largest—perhaps the largest—and most modern steel mills in the world. Despite 
th is, Yeosu differs from the massive industrial ports o f Busan and Masan in that it has 
managed to preserve its provincial atmosphere. Like a small fishing village, things in 
Yeosu are friendlier and much more relaxed.

J in n a m g w a n  H a l l
The f irs t spot you ’l l  w a n t to  check ou t is 
the massive Jinnam gwan H a ll, located in 

the heart o f  dow n tow n Yeosu overlooking 
the ha rbor. Designated N a tio n a l Treaure 
N o . 304, Jinnam gw an H a ll is the largest 

single-story w ood b u ild in g  in  Korea. The 
m a ss ive  s t r u c tu r e — s u p p o r te d  by  68 

im posing  p illa rs — was b u ilt  in  1598 and 
used as a s ta te  g u e s th o u se  and n a va l

Jinnamgwan Hall, Admiral Yi Sun-sin’s wartime 
headquarters

headquarters; i t  was fro m  th is  site during 
the Im jin  W ar tha t A dm ira l Y i engineered 

several o f his v ic to rie s  ove r the invad ing  
Japanese. N oted  previous guests included 
H endrick Ham el, the 17th cen tury D utch 

s a ilo r whose jo u rn a l p ro v id e d  the W est 
w ith  its  firs t descriptions o f the so-called 

H erm it K ingdom . As you ’d expect from  a 
fo r m e r  n a v a l h e a d q u a r te rs ,  th e  h a ll  
p ro v id e s  a g o o d  v ie w  o f  th e  h a rb o r , 

includ ing the landm ark Dolsan Bridge.
El From Yeosu Intercity Bus Terminal, take Bus 
No. 24, 35, 73, 84, 88 or 102 and get off at 
Jinnamgwan Hall. From Yeosu Station, it's a 
short taxi o r local bus ride away.

D o ls a n  B r id g e  И -У Ш н  
&  O d o n g d o  I s la n d
T h e  D o ls a n  B r id g e , w h ic h  l in k s  the  
m a in la n d  w ith  D o lsa n d o  Is lan d  j s 

Korea’s largest cable-stayed bridge. I t ’s also 

one o f  the  c o u n t ry ’s m o s t p ic tu re sq u e



spans, especially at n ight when i t ’s l i t  up in 

ro ta t in g  schemes o f  50 d if fe re n t co lo rs. 
Good views o f  the bridge and o f Yeosuhang 

Port can be had from  either end o f the 
bridge (or, fo r  tha t matter, the bridge itself), 

a lthough the recommended ph o to  spo t is 
D olsan P ark 8 У 3 9  on  D o lsa n d o  Is land , 

especially a t sundown.

Odongdo is a small island connected to 
the m a in la n d  by a long  breakw ater. The 
island actually marks the en try  to Hallyeo 

M aritim e N ationa l Park, and is famous fo r 
its camellia trees, which produce beautifu l 

red blossoms in  spring. S tro lling am idst the 
island’s th ick  forests makes fo r  a pleasant 

w a y  to  spe nd  an  a f te rn o o n .  W edged 
between the h ills and the sea, Yeosu has a 

number o f  scenic spots. The h illto p  Jasan 
Park is the c ity ’s m ost popular photo

sp o t, p r o v id in g  aw esom e v ie w s  o f  the 
h a rb o r  and n e a rb y  is la n d s , in c lu d in g  

Odongdo. The park comes complete w ith  a 
statue o f A dm ira l Y i Sun-sin, as well.

A no the r nice spot to  take in  the c ity  is 
Seokcheonsa a Buddhist temple in  the 
hillside overlooking dow n tow n. The prime 

v ie w in g  s p o t is  a s h o r t h ik e  fro m  the 
temple, past some pub lic  ou tdoo r exercise 
equipment and near an o ld  grave site.
@ Dolsan Bridge:Take Bus No. 102, 111, 113 or 
999 from Yeosu Intercity Bus Terminal. Odongdo 
& Jasan Park: Take Bus No. 102, 111, 113 or 
999 from Yeosu Intercity Bus Terminal. 
Seokcheonsa: Take Bus No. 333 from Yeosu 
Station and get off at Jungang Girls High School 
s s w to s y ja  and hike to the temple from there. 
From Yeosu Intercity Bus Terminal, take Bus No. 
113 and get o ff at Jungang Girls High School.

H y a n g ir a m  H e r m i t a g e  У Н У
Aside fro m  O dongdo  Is land , H yang iram  
H e rm ita g e  is  p r o b a b ly  Y e o s u ’s m o s t 
p o p u la r to u r is t  a ttra c tio n . Perched high 

above the crashing waves o f the South Sea, 
the te m p le — fou nde d  b y  th e  g re a t S illa  
monk W onhyo, in  644— offers some o f the 
best sunrises and sunsets in  a ll o f Korea.

Dolsan Bridge

The herm itage was recently reconstructed 
after a fire in  2009.

The h ike to  the tem ple takes you up a 
steep f l ig h t  o f  steps and th ro u g h  some 

narrow  rock gorges— to  witness the sunrise, 
you ’l l  be w a lk ing  a b it in the da rk, which 
can be a b it spooky. The hermitage itself is 

bu ilt in to  the rocky face o f  M t. Geumosan 
324f, and offers spectacular views o f the sea

Odongdo Island



Hyangiram Hermitage, recently restored after a 2009 fire

and coastline , w ith  the best perspectives 
from  Gwaneumjeon H a ll 9 8 5 , the highest 

ha ll in  the complex.
I f  you go fo r the sunrise, there w ill like ly 

be some chanting going on at the hermitage 

when you arrive , im pa rting  a rem arkably 

sp iritua l ambience to  the experience.
@ Take a bus from Yeosu Bus Terminal (1 hr).

G e o m u n d o  7^ e  &  B a e k d o  HJ!E
O ff the coast o f Yeosu lie some 317 islands, 

many o f w hich are pa rt o f Korea’s national 
p a rk  system. T h is  is an ex trem e ly  scenic 

p a r t  o f  the  c o u n try , so i f  tim e  p e rm its , 
you ’d be a foo l no t to  take a boat ou t and 
e n jo y  some o f  i t .  T h e  fe r ry  te rm in a l is 

where you ’l l  w ant to  begin.
Geom undo island (a tw o-and-ha lf hour 

boat tr ip  from  the mainland) is, inarguably,

Beaches Galore

It’s not Hawaii but Yeosu’s got beaches 
aplenty. Just north of Yeosu Station is 
Korea’s only “ black sand" beach, 
Manseongni Beach У й «5Н4-88. The 
black sand is said to alleviate a number 
of ailments: bury yourself up to the neck 
as beachcombers are likely to do in the 
summers.

Other smaller beaches include 
langdeung Beach ssshs, Sado Beach 
а|В5||>51 Bangjukpo Beach and
Ando Beach 9 b»H9 . There are more, of 
course, if you’re willing to do a little 
exploring.

one o f the most interesting islands in Korea. 

Aside from  its beautifu l natura l scenery, the 
island has a fascinating history, includ ing a

E xpo  2012 Y e o su  K o re a

Yeosu is not only a charming place to vis it in its own right: it’s also the host city of 
International Exposition Yeosu Korea 2012 (Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea). Taking place at a 
newly bu ilt venue site overlooking Hallyeo Marine National Park and Odongdo 
Island, Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea promises to be an opportunity to experience a b it of 
the future today. The theme o f the Expo 2012 is “ The Living Ocean and Coast” ; 
accordingly, the focus w ill be on boosting the world’s understanding and 
appreciation o f the Earth’s oceans and coasts. Visitors w ill see and experience 
cutting-edge maritime science and technology from all over the globe, learn about 
the miracles o f our oceans and coastlines, and marvel at the venue itself, a showcase 
o f seaside architecture. (May 12 to Aug 12, http://eng.exp02012.kr)

http://eng.exp02012.kr
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Path to British graves, Geomundo Island (left), Lighthouse, Geomundo Island

brie f period under British occupation (when 
it  was know n as Port H am ilton). In 1885, 
th e  R o y a l N a v y — se e k in g  to  w a rd  o f f  

Russia— seized the island as a naval base. 
The British w ould  leave just tw o  years later, 

b u t th e y  le ft  b e h ind  the  graves o f  n ine  
B ritish  sa ilo rs and m arines, o f  w hich the 

markers fo r tw o  still remain.
The island is also home to  a beautifu l old 

ligh thouse (one o f  K orea ’s f irs t) ,  b u ilt  in 

1905. I t ’s a b it o f a hike to  get to , though, 
so bring com fortable shoes.

A n o th e r p o p u la r is land de s tin a tio n  is

B aekdo, a c o lle c tio n  o f  39 u n in h a b ite d  

islands not far from  Geomundo island. W hile 
one cannot land on the islands— they are a 

protected ecological environment— they still 
make fo r beautiful viewing from a cruise ship 
from  Geomundo island, w ith  their dramatic 

rock formations plunging in to  the sea.
@ Ferries to Geomundo depart from Yeosu Ferry 
Terminal, and take about 2 hours, 30 minutes. 
Ferries depart at 7:40 am and 1 pm. To get to 
the ferry terminal, take Bus No. 999 from Yeosu 
Station and get off at Jungang Market 3?mis or 
Bus No. 88 from Yeosu Intercity Bus Terminal 
and get off at Gyodong Daeseong Drugstore 3 S

f t
Stay

Yeosu is a major fishing port, so it should surprise no one that fish is the local specialty. You’ll 
be overwhelmed by fish restaurants all over the waterfront area—if the place is full of people, 

WH«r io it usually means you should eat there, too. Other local dishes include dolsangat kimchi
*1 (Dolsan mustard leaf kimchi) and, on Geomundo Island, largehead hairtail orcutlassfish 
(galchi 9*1 in Korean).

Yeosu is chockfull of low to mid-ranged motels, so finding a place to stay for 30,000 to 50,000 
won a night shouldn’t present much of a problem—Motel Sky ^5>№isti (061-662-7784), located 
near the Central Rotary, comes recommended. If you’d like to stay somewhere a bit classier, 
there are a number of tourist hotels in town, including Yeosu Beach Tourist Hotel 
(061-663-2011), Yeosu Tourist Hotel °i44fSf£!! (061-662-3131), Chambord Tourist Hotel 

(061-662-6111) and Bellagio Tourist Hotel « lyzisegsM (061-686-7977). If you’re feeling 
flush, a night in Bellagio’s Presidential Suite will set you back 320,000 won.

Unless you live nearby or are flying into Yeosu Airport (there are flights to Yeosu from Gimpo 
Airport), it’s quite a trek to Yeosu. There are frequent trains to Yeosu from Seoul’s Yongsan 

TrA|nSfo°RT Station — the trip, however, takes five hours from Seoul (KTX: 3 hr 40 min). Likewise, you can 
take a bus to Yeosu from Seoul’s Central City Bus Terminal; either way, it’s a long tr ip —about 
five and half hours.
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H i g h l i g h t s

•  Spend a t le a s t a co u p le  o f days in  Gyeongju, an o u td o o r 
m useum  o f a n c ie n t Korean h is to ry

•  H ang o u t in  Andong & Hahoe V illage, w here  Joseon 
D ynas ty  C on fuc ian ism  lives on

•  Get y o u r u rban cu ltu re  fix  in  th e  fas t-pace d  m e tro p o lis  o f
Daegu

•  Head to  Haeinsa Temple to  m a rve l at its  UNESCO- 
re g is te re d  w o o d  b locks  o f  th e  B u d d h is t canon , carved in 
th e  13 th  ce n tu ry

•  Spend the  B udd ha ’s B irth d a y  a t M u n g ye o n g ’s Bongamsa 
Temple, an an c ie n t Zen m o n a s te ry  open ju s t  once a yea r

•  S oak  y o u r aches and p a in s  aw ay in  one o f  U ljin ’s fam ous 
h o t sp rin gs
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Ko r e a ’s  Co n f u c ia n  H e a r t l a n d

Separated from the  rest o f the country by the Sobaeksan 

M ounta ins, the southeastern region o f Gyeongsangbuk-do is 

Korea’s most cu ltu ra lly  conservative area, w ith  a rustic, 

Confucian charm a ll its  own. In its cities and tow ns, especially 

around the o ld aris tocra tic  com m unity o f Andong, the Joseon 

Dynasty ideal o f the  Confucian gentlem an s till lives on, at least 

in sp ir it. The en tire  region is do tted  w ith  old v illage  schools 
and Confucian academies, p rovid ing a very tang ib le  sense of 

con tinu ity  between past and present.

Gyeongsangbuk-do’s heritage is much more than just 

Confucian, however. This region was the heartland o f the 

ancient kingdom  o f S illa, under which Korean classical 

c iv iliza tion reached dizzying heights. One o f the country ’s 

most vis ited  to u ris t destinations, the  o ld S illa cap ita l o f 

Gyeongju is a v ir tu a l ou tdoo r museum o f Korean h is to ry -y o u  

could spend m onths exp lo ring  the place. In fact, the same 

could be said fo r the  province as a whole, one o f the most 

heritage-rich in  the  entire  country.

A n d o n g  H a h o e  V illa g e



B e a u tifu l G y e s a n -d o n g  C a th e d ra l,  b u ilt in  1902
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D a e g u  №

Home to more than 2.5 m illio n  souls, Daegu is the po litica l, commercial and 
industrial heart o f the surrounding province o f Gyeongsangbuk-do. For much of 
Korea’s m odern history, it  was also the most p o lit ic a lly  pow erfu l c ity  in the 
country; the c ity  and its environs have produced three o f Korea’s presidents, 
including long-serving strongman Park Chung-hee.

To many Koreans, Daegu is synonymous w ith  extreme weather, conservative 
politics, women renowned for their beauty, and excellent apples. For travelers, i t ’s 
a great transportation hub, w ith  good rail and road connections to  destinations 
th roughou t the region. In fact, i t ’s the p rim ary  gate to  tw o  UNESCO W orld 
Heritage Sites, the marvelous Buddhist monastery o f Haeinsa Temple and the 
ancient Silla Kingdom  capital o f Gyeongju, a v irtua l outdoor museum o f classical 
Korean civilization.

W hat many travelers overlook, however, is that the city has its own particular 
charm s, in c lu d in g  a fa s c in a tin g  K orean m ed ic ine  m a rke t, o ld  A m erican  
m iss io n a ry  hom es, h is to r ic  C a th o lic  h o ly  sites and a b u s tlin g  n ig h tl ife .  
O ve rlo o k in g  the c ity  is the sacred m oun ta in  o f Palgongsan, w ith  its many 
Buddhist temples and shrines, while just outside o f town in the rural suburb o f 
Dalseong, you ’ ll f in d  some de lig h tfu l rem inders o f K orea ’s C onfucian past, 
including a Confucian school, a Confucian shrine and a 19th century clan village.

H istorv Daegu took its current name in AD 757, and was an im portant town in the 
У  Silla Dynasty. It really came into its own as a city in the Joseon Dynasty, 

when in 1601 it was made the administrative capital o f the province o f Gyeongsang-do, 
which includes today’s Gyeongsangbuk-do and Gyeongsangnam-do. Daegu became a 
large walled city, and was a major transportation junction on the old Dongnae (today’s 
Busan)-Seoul road, w ith arterial connections to the im portant fortress towns o f Jinju and 
Gyeongju. It was in the Joseon Dynasty that the c ity ’s famous Eastern medicine market 
also developed.

In 1896, the province o f Gyeongsang-do was divided into two, and Daegu became the 
capital o f the new province o f Gyeongsangbuk-do. At the turn o f the 20th century, 
Japanese merchants and American missionaries began setting up in the city, especially 
after the opening o f the Seoul-Busan railway in 1905 w ith a stop in Daegu. During the 
Japanese colonial era, the c ity ’s modernization picked up steam, with modern schools 
and hospitals established, but at great cost to the city’s historical and cultural heritage. 
Significantly, the city’s historic walls were torn down w ithout a trace.

Korea regained its independence from Japan in 1945, but this was soon followed by 
national division and the Korean War. Daegu was just one o f a handful o f cities, most 
notably Busan, tha t were not captured by the North Koreans at the start o f the war, and it 
briefly served as the South Korean capital. The area around it, however, saw some o f the 
most brutal fighting o f the war as UN and South Korean forces established the so-called
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Busan Perimeter just to the west and north o f the 
city. In August 1950, the North Koreans launched a 
concerted effort to break through the perimeter 
and take the city, but were stopped by the 
Americans and South Koreans in a mountain valley 
just north of city in the Battle o f the Bowling Alley.

After the war, Daegu started to flourish. A 
succession o f three Korean presidents, Park Chung- 
hee, Chun Doo-hwan and Roh Tae-woo, hailed from 

Gyeongsangbuk-do (Roh from Daegu itse lf), and the city became a hub within a major 
industrial belt that included the surrounding cities o f Pohang (steel), Gumi (electronics), 
Ulsan (automobiles and shipbuilding), and Busan (heavy industries and port facilities). 
Daegu itse lf became the center o f Korea's textile industry, an im portant engine o f the 
country’s early growth. This legacy, along w ith the region’s famous cultural conservatism, 
explains why today the city is considered a bastion o f Korea’s conservative political 
parties. Since the 1990s, Daegu’s economy has taken something o f a h it due to the 
decline o f Korea’s textile industry in the face o f competition from China. In response, the 
city has poured considerable effort in promoting its fashion industry. In 2011, its 
international profile received a boost when it hosted the 13th IAAF World Championships 

in Athletics.

Daegu Modem—  
History Museum

Former Site o l i 
Trading (

Dalseong I

Yakjeon Herbal Medicine Market 
Daegu First Presbyterian Church — ” — *  

Missionary Hill 
March 1 St'

Catholic Sites o l Namsan-dong#

Gyesan-dong Cathedral

5 Щ — Nov,

Gyeongsang Gamyeong Park 

-Jungangno Stn.
Daegu Anglican Church 
Daegu D ty  Hall Щ

Hirotel 
Novotel Daegu City

Association

E S e o b u  Intercity Bus Terminal

I

National Museum

Deurangil Restaurant Row

EI
Apsan Park



D a e g u  D u ry u  P a rk

Lavoiit DaeSu s>ts in a basin, with peaks o f 1,000 m or more to the north (Mt.
Palgongsan 8 5 У ) and to the south (Mt. Biseulsan Н16У). in fact, right in the 

south o f town is Mt. Apsan a 600 m peak that serves as an urban park (much like Mt. 
Namsan does for Seoul). This unique topography is largely responsible for the city’s 
notorious weather—the basin traps hot air in summer, and cold air in winter. The city is 
largely oval-shaped, w ith Mt. Apsan to the south and the Geumhogang River a 
tributary of the Nakdonggang River, flowing to the north and west. The old c ity—where 
most of the interesting sites are located—is smack-dab in the middle o f it  all, around 
Daegu Station.

Most KTX trains from Seoul and Busan arrive at Dongdaegu Station which is located in 
the east o f town (along w ith nearby Daegu Express Bus Terminal), which means you’ ll 
need to take a subway to get downtown. There are two subway lines in Daegu: Line 1 
goes northeast to southwest, while Line 2 goes east to west. A third line, a monorail, is 
under construction and is scheduled for completion in 2014. Just to the southwest of 
town is the county o f Dalseong Administratively speaking, it has been part of 
Daegu Metropolitan City since 1995, but in reality, it’s a piece o f rural, old-time Korea, 
and about as far removed atmosphere-wise from Daegu's concrete jungle as you can get.

8 3  Tower 83Bf  ̂
& Daegu Duryu Park № ^ 5 9
Daegu’s most visible landmark is 83 Tower 

( fo rm e rly  W oobang To w er), a 202 meter 
tower where you can get the best views o f 

the c ity . A t the to p , th e re ’s a re v o lv in g  
restaurant serving su rf &  tu r f and the Sky 
L o u n g e  w in e  b a r /c a fe , a lo n g  w i th  an 
observation deck. Admission fo r  the deck is

5,000 w on, a lthough you get just as good 
views from  the Sky Lounge, which is a t the 
very top flo o r anyway. There’s also an ice 

r in k  on  the  b o tto m  f lo o r — 5 ,0 0 0  w on  
admission, w ith  rentals available.

The tow er is surrounded by a wooded, 

grassy p a rk , an am usem ent p a rk  ca lled  
E -W o r ld  0IS—, b a s e b a ll a n d  fo o tb a l l  
stad ium s, an o u td o o r concert ha ll, and a
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gSS

snow  s le d d in g  s lope  in  w in te r . I t ’s also

home to  Daegu C u ltu re  and A rts  Center №
sstoessjg an(j  S eongdangm ot Pond SSS,

which makes fo r a very pleasant stroll.

©  1 0  a m  to  10 p m  ( re s ta u ra n t  a n d  lo u n g e  a re  
o p e n  u n til 11 p m ) И  S e o n g d a n g m o t S ta tio n , 
S u b w a y  L in e  1 o r  D u ry u  S ta t io n , S u b w a y  L in e  2 . 
E ith e r  w a y  re q u ire s  a b o u t  a  2 0  m in u te  w a lk .
®  0 5 3 -6 2 5 -1 9 4 9  6  w w w .e w o r ld .k r

SkyJu m p !

If you suffer from thrill-seeking behavior, 
you’re definitely going to want to give 83 
Tower’s SkyJump a try...Think BASE jumping 
but, like bungee jumping, attached to a wire 
thong that will guide you safely to your landing 
target at the bottom of the tower. You start 
your descent from a platform on the 77th floor, 
and for the first 129 meters of the drop, you’ll 
be falling at 75 km per hour. After that, you’ll 
gradually slow down until you touch bottom. 
There’s no more exhilarating—or insane—way 
to see the city.

There are only four cities in the world with 
Skyjumps—Auckland (where it began, in 
2001), Macao, Daegu (starting in 2006), and 
Las Vegas. Cost is 40,000 won, including a 
souvenir photo.

Daegu Apsan Park ЦРУУЗЯ
W hat M t. Namsan is to  Seoul, M t. Apsan is 

to  Daegu. Th is m ounta in park, which tops 
o f f  at around 660 m , is criss-crossed w ith  

h ik ing  tra ils  and contains m ineral springs, 
sports fie lds, a tra d it io n a l archery range, 
horse stab le, m em oria l tow ers and other 

leisure and cultu re facilities. You get great

Panoram ic v iew  of D aegu and d raw ing o f new  obse rva tion  po in t in Apsan Park

http://www.eworld.kr
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D aegu National M useum  (le ft),Yeongnam  Je ilgw an G ate

views o f the c ity  fro m  the top . There are 
som e B u d d h is t te m p le s  h id d e n  in  the 

valleys, too. I f  you don’t  feel like  h ik ing  to 
the top , there’s a scenic cable car— 6,000 
w on round trip .

@ Take Bus No. 410 from  Exit 3  o f A n jirang 
S tation, D aegu S ubw ay L ine 1.

D a e g u  N a t io n a l M u s e u m  W lP & M S f
This pleasant museum was opened in  1994

to  collect, conserve and study the cu ltu ra l
he ritage  o f  Daegu and  the  w este rn  and
no rthe rn  parts o f  Gyeongsangbuk-do— in

other words, the entire province, except fo r
G yeo ng ju  (w h ic h  has its  o w n  e xce lle n t

n a tio n a l m useum). I t  has a co lle c tio n  o f
30 ,000 artifacts, inc lud ing  three beautifu l
g i l t  b ro n z e  B u d d h is t s ta tues  fro m  the

U n ified  S illa Era (N a tio n a l Treasures N o.
18 2 , 132 and  1 8 4 ), u n e a rth e d  fro m  a
h i l ls id e  in  th e  to w n  o f  G u m i d u r in g
construction w o rk  in 1976.

©  9 am  to 6 pm  (7 pm  on w e ekends and 
ho lidays). C losed  M ondays, ф  Free (adm ission 
fo r specia l exhib its) ®  From  Daegu E xp ress  Bus 
Term inal (near D ongdaegu S tation), take  Bus 
No. 51 4  o r 814 . From D aegu S ta tion , take  Bus 
No. 34 9  o r 524 . @  053-768-6051 6  h ttp ://da egu . 
m useum .go.kr

M a n g u  P a rk
Th is park in the eastern pa rt o f tow n , on 
the bank o f the Geumhogang R iver 3 5 У , is 

de d ica ted  to  the  fam ed K o re an  genera l 
G w a k  Jae -w oo , one o f  K o re a ’s greatest 

m i l i t a r y  le a d e rs  d u r in g  th e  Japanese 
in v a s io n s  o f  1 5 9 2 -1 5 9 8 . T h e re  is the 

p ictu resque re cons truc tion  o f  Yeongnam 
Je ilg w a n  9УЯ1У9, the  o ld  sou th  gate o f 

D aegu ’s m uch m issed c ity  w a lls , w h ich  

were pulled dow n by the Japanese in  1907. 
The grand tw o-sto ry gate you see was bu ilt 

in  1980, and i t ’s nowhere near its orig inal 
lo ca tio n , b u t i t  s t i l l  gives you a sense o f 

w ha t the o ld  c ity  w a lls  m ust have looked 

lik e  w ay  back w hen . A lso  in  the p a rk  is 
Joyanghoegwan a pre tty  tw o-sto ry
b r ic k  b u i l d i n g  f r o m  1 9 2 2  w h e r e  

independence leaders lectured local youth 
to  b o o s t n a t io n a l consc iousness w h ile  

Korea languished under Japanese rule. I t  is 
now  a independence movement history hall. 
®  Take Bus G anseon No. 651 from  Daegu 
Station, or Bus Bukgu No. 3 from  Dongdaegu 
Station, and get o ff at Dongchon Yuwonji

http://daegu
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Old Daegu Historic Walks
In  recent years, Daegu has taken a renewed interest in  its early modern history. It's  best to 
start you r to u r a t Gyeongsang Gamyeong Park near E x it 4, Jungangno Station, Line 1. 

M o s t o f these sites are located between the station and Dalseong Park to the west. You can 
find  signs w ritte n  in  English and Korean po in ting  h is to ry walkers in  the r igh t d irection 

th roughou t. You can also see the "D o w n to w n  M odern  C u ltu re  T o ur" map at the К Т О  

homepage (english.visitkorea.or.kr).

Gyeongsang Gamyeong Park The
pleasant litt le  park near Jungangno Station 

Daegu Subway Line 1, was the site 

o f the o ld  governor’s com plex du ring  the 

Joseon Dynasty when Daegu was the 
p rovincia l cap ita l o f Gyeongsang-do. M uch 

o f the o ld  government complex has been 
lost bu t there are s till tw o  handsome 

w ooden halls around, including the o ld  
governor’s residence and an office.

Daegu Modern History Museum
B uilt in  1932 as a Japanese bank, this 
stately colonial-style structure has recently 
been converted in to  a museum dedicated to  

Daegu’s 20th century history.
©  9  a m  to  7  p m . C lo s e d  M o n d a y s .

Chinese Residents Association Building ^

5U2g$l Daegu does have a C hina tow n, 

a lbe it a small one. O n the grounds o f  the 
Chinese Elementary School, you can find 
the Chinese Residents Association 

Build ing, a beautifu l red b rick  bu ild ing  
fro m  1929. Interestingly, i t ’s said the 
bricks were baked in  Pyongyang and its 

w ood  taken from  the forests o f the 
Geumgangsan M ounta ins.

Mido Dabang (Teahouse) I t ’s not 
really tha t o ld , but th is Korean-style coffee 
house is a throw back to  yesteryear, and is 

popular w ith  local granddads. O rder a 
coffee along w ith  a plate o f Korean snacks 

and soak in  the atmosphere.

Yakjeon Herbal Medicine Market
Probably Daegu’s best known tou ris t spot,

the 350-year-old Yakjeon Herbal Medicine 

M a rke t used to  be one o f the biggest herbal 

medicine markets in Asia, supplying not 
just Korea, but China, M anchuria, Japan 

and Russia. Southeastern Korea’s 
mountains and the Nakdonggang River 

Valley were natura l treasure troves o f 
medicinal herbs, and Daegu was the place 

to  sell them. D uring  the Joseon Dynasty, it 
used to  be said i f  you cou ldn’t  find  the 
medicine you were looking fo r in  Seoul, 

you should go to  Daegu. Trad itiona lly, the 
m arket met tw ice a year— in the second and 

tenth months o f the lunar calender. In the 
20th century, however, i t  took on its current 

incarnation, an alleyway lined one end to 
the other w ith  herbal medicine shops. These 
can be fascinating places to  explore— you’ll 

come across all sorts o f exotic remedies 
includ ing, o f course, the wonder root 

ginseng. The aromas generated by the

Y a n g y e o n g s i H e rb  M e d ic in e  F e s tiv a l



1. D aegu M odern H is to ry  M useum  2. C h inese  R esiden ts A ssocia tion  Bu ild ing
3. D aegu F irs t P resbyterian C hurch

medicine brewing process can be quite 

in toxica ting. There are about 50 herbal 
medicine stores, 25 herbal clinics and 20 
ginseng shops. N ex t to  Daegu First 

Presbyterian Church, there’s a museum, the 
Yangnyeongsi O riental Medicine Cultura l 

Center w ith  exhib its about
the h isto ry o f herbal medicine and Daegu’s 
market. Smaller, bu t more interesting, is the 
Petite Joong-Ang Fam ily Museum 
УМЭ (070-8977-6606), run by a fam ily  who 

has been practicing herbal medicine fo r 

three generations. In add ition to  the 

fam ily ’s o ld  herbalist equipment, they also 

do free herbal medicine consultations, 
provide visitors w ith  herbal tea and can 
provide explanations in  English. Every 

May, the m arket hosts the Daegu 
Yangyeongsi Herb Medicine Festival

w ith  cu ltu ra l festivals, herbal 

tea samplings, free check-ups, body-type 
analysis and more.

Former Site of Samsung Trading Company

-y-StiSlEi O n this litt le  patch o f Daegu in 
1938, local businessman Lee Byung-chull 
founded Samsung Trading Company, a

small company that traded in groceries and 
manufactured noodles. Seven decades later, 
Samsung G roup runs a m ultinationa l 

corporate empire tha t includes the w o rld ’s 

largest electronics manufacturer and the 

second largest shipbuilder. The old 
Samsung Trading Company house was torn 
dow n in 1997, but Samsung G roup recently 

spared some loose change to  bu ild  a small 
com memorative park in its honor, w ith  a 

model o f the o ld  office/warehouse, some 
bamboo trees and a few plaques (in  Korean 
and English) recounting the founding o f the 

firm .

Daegu First Presbyterian Church йРЧУиу
American missionaries set up shop in 
Daegu quite early. In  1893, Rev. W illiam  

M . Baird appeared in Daegu’s Yakjeon 
H erbal Medicine M arket, handing out 
pamphlets on the street. Th is was the 
beginning o f Daegu First Presbyterian 

Church. O rig ina lly  a hanok church, i t  was 
rebu ilt in m ixed Korean-Western style in 
1907, and again in 1933 as the current 

G oth ic brick structure. The steeple was 
added in 1937. In add ition  to  founding the



1,2. G yesan-dong C a thedra l 3. Sw itzer House, C heongna  Hall
4. C a tho lic  C em etery, N am san -dong 5. M iss ionary Cem etery, C heongna Hall

church, Presbyterian missionaries founded 

Daegu’s firs t Western hospital and school, 

taking an im portan t role in the c ity ’s 
modernization.

Gyesan-dong Cathedral When
Gyesan-dong Cathedral was completed in 
1902, i t  became Daegu’s first Western-style 

build ing and the firs t Western-style Catholic 
church in the Yeongnam region. It was 
designed by Father Achille Paul Robert o f 

the Paris Overseas Missions Society to 
replace a thatched-roof Korean-style church 

that had burned down. Chinese stonemasons 
w ho’d helped build Myeong-dong Cathedral 
in Seoul were entrusted w ith  its 

construction. O f particular note are the 
beautiful tw in  spires that were added in 
1918, and the beautiful rose w indow  w ith  

its intricate flower design. As the central 
church o f the Diocese o f Daegu, it  has 
played a central role in the development o f 

Catholicism in the Korean southeast.

Cheongna Hill O n the h ill across 
from  Gyesan-dong Cathedral is the new 

Daegu First Presbyterian Church, a massive 
dual-spired church that almost seems to

have been bu ilt to  compete w ith  its Catholic 
neighbor. Behind the church, however, are 

three lovely American missionary homes 
that were bu ilt around 1910. The brick 
bungalows were bu ilt atop a breezy h ill w ith  

views o f the city, complete w ith  gardens, 
lawns and veranda. One o f the homes, the 

Switzer House, has a pretty Korean-style 
roof. The foundation stones o f the homes 

come from  Daegu’s old c ity  walls, which 
were pulled down in 1907. The homes are 
now used as museums to  the missionaries’ 

early medical efforts. Near the bungalows is 
a small garden cemetery where several o f 
the missionaries and the ir children are 

buried. A lso nearby is Dongsan Medical 
Center SysiSS, founded by Presbyterian 

medical missionary Dr. W oodbridge O. 
Johnson in  1899. The facade o f a 1931 
reconstruction still remains.

March i  Steps 3 'SS  ЧУ Leading up to  the 
missionary homes is an old flig h t o f steps 
where students— try ing  to  avoid detection 

by the Japanese police— moved in to  
position before the mass independence 
protests o f M arch 1, 1919.
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Yi Sang-hwa House This Korean
hanok was the home o f famed Daegu poet 

Y i Sang-hwa from  1939 to  1943, when he 
died at the age o f 42. Y i’s poetry reflected 

na tiona list despair at life under Japanese 
co lon ia l rule. H is home was almost 

demolished, but was preserved as a 
museum after a campaign collected a 

m illio n  signatures.

Seo Sang-don House Just next to
Y i Sang-hwa House is Seo Sang-don House, 

another lovely hanok home. Seo was a 
wealthy Daegu man w ho  in 1907 started 

the N ationa l D ebt Repayment Movement, a 
collection campaign tha t aimed to  repay 

Korea’s debt to Japan and preserve the 
na tion ’s independence.

Catholic Sites of Namsan-dong У-tiS
In  Namsan-dong, around Catholic 

University o f Daegu, you ’ l l  find  w hat is 
sometimes called “ Catholic Tow n,”  

complete w ith  an o ld  Catholic seminary, the 
bishop’s office, convent and shrine to O ur 

Lady o f Lourdes. St. Justin’s Catholic

Seminary was b u ilt in

1914 on orders from  the firs t Bishop o f 

Daegu, Msg. Florian-Jean-Baptiste 
Demange. Its design was entrusted to  

Father V ic to r Louis Poisnel, the man 
responsible fo r  Jeondong Cathedral, Gupo- 

dong Catholic Church and some o f 
M yeongdong Cathedral. Unfortunately, 

most o f St. Justin ’s Seminary has 
disappeared; all tha t remains is the 

beautifu l chapel. Nearby is the St. Paul o f 
Chartres Convent run by

the Sisters o f  St. Paul o f Chartres. I t ’s a 
beautifu l complex fu ll o f gardens and early 

20th century buildings. You can’t  just go 
in— it  is, after all, a convent— bu t i f  you ask 

nicely, the nuns m ight le t you in  to  see the 
convent museum, fu ll o f interesting displays 

from  its past. A lso still around is a g ro tto  
shrine to  the V irg in  M o the r bu ilt in
1918, modeled on the G ro tto  to  O ur Lady 

o f  Lourdes, and a cemetery fo r Catholic 
clergy, conta in ing the graves o f  some o f 

Daegu’s firs t Catholic missionaries.
0  S h o r t  w a lk  f ro m  E x it 3 , S e o m u n  M a rk e t 
S ta t io n , L in e  2

1. Yi Sang-hw a H ouse 2. Seo Sang-don  H ouse  3. St. Justin 's  C a tho lic  S em inary 
4, 5. In terio r o f St. Jus tin ’s C a tho lic  S e m ina ry  6. G ro tto  sh rine  to  V irg in  M other
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дЭ
What to Eat

While Daegu and Gyeongsangbuk-do are not 
generally known for their food, Daegu does have a 
couple of signature dishes.

Dongin-dong Jjimgalbi § - '§  = ^ “ 1 is a local favorite 
that will knock your socks off. Steamed beef ribs are 
placed in a nickel bowl and cooked with red pepper 
sauce and garlic. This is a bowl of lovely meat that is
both tender and spicy, emphasis on the spicy. The Dongm -dong Jj.m gaib i
leftover sauce is then mixed with rice. It originated as
a dish to drink with, and is still best enjoyed with a glass of so/u. You can find a whole 
alley of jjimgalbi restaurants in Dongin-dong (not far from Daegu City Hall)—the alley 
has been there since the 1960s, and everyone around there knows where it is. Expect to 
pay 14,000 won for imported beef or 25,000 won for Korean hanu beef.

Another Daegu specialty is fried chicken gizzards or dak ttongjip. For these, there’s an 
alley in the Pyeonghwa Market SsWs by Dongdaegu Station 5 W 3 . д big plate should

cost 10,000 won—you can 
usually get a mixed plate of 
gizzards seasoned in soy 
sauce (ganjang dak ttongjip  У 
SSS5J) and gizzards covered 
in a tangy sauce (yangnyeom 
dak ttongjip УИЯЕЬ). To get 
there, it’s best to take a cab 
and tell the driver where 
you’re going.

Likely Daegu’s most famous 
dish is makchang-gui 
the fourth compartment of the 

cow’s stomach is sliced up, seasoned and cooked on a metal grill over a charcoal fire.
You dab the meat in a bean paste sauce, add a slice of garlic, wrap it in a lettuce leaf and 
consume. It’s cheap and it’s good, if  a bit chewy. A related dish \sgopchang s ? , where 
the small intestine of a cow or pig is used. Like jjimgalbi, it’s a dish best enjoyed with 
liquid accompaniment. For this dish, you want to head to either Bukhyeon Ogeori 
Makchang Golmok (“ Bukheon
Intersection Makchang Alley” ) or to the gopchang 
alley near Anjirang Station Daegu Subway 
Line 1. Expect to pay about 8,000 won per person.

If none of this appeals to you, you’ll find more 
restaurants—Korean, Chinese, Japanese, Western — 
than you can count along “ Deurangil Restaurant 
Row" near Suseong Resort

At night, a particularly happening area of town is G opchang

so-called Rodeo Street smsz-iai jn Samdeok-dong
§, a short walk from Exit 10, Banwoldang Station, Line 2. This area is popular with locals 
and Koreans alike. The Deurangil area is packed with bars and clubs, too.

• ' • 0 1 В Д•B  2 t  A |

i 11

D ak T tong jip  Alley
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/ " X  Daegu is a big town so there’s lots of accommodation available. The spiffiest place in the city 
2-0 *  is Novotel Daegu City Center (053-664-1101), with a great location and

WHS" ‘ T0 everything you’d expect from the Novotel brand. Rooms start at 306,000 won a night. Equally 
upscale is Hotel Inter-Burgo '- y y s a  (053-602-7114) near Mangu Park, with rooms starting at
330.000 won a night.

A bit cheaper but with a nicer location closer to downtown is Prince Hote l; 1 (053-628-
1001), where rooms begin at 145,000 won. By Dongdaegu Station, the most upscale hotel is 
Hotel J’s (053-756-6601), a business hotel with rooms beginning at 170,000 won a
night.

A good value stay downtown is Hirotel sl5 ™ (053-421-8988), with clean, simple rooms at
40.000 won a night on weekends. Near Daegu Station, a decent budget place to stay is Grand 
Hotel (053-424-4114), with rooms starting at 45,000 won. Most of your budget 
accommodation can be found around Daegu Station, Dongdaegu Station and the various bus 
terminals. Keep in mind that there are also accommodation options near Mt. Palgongsan and 
Dalseong.

f l B  Ш  Daegu sits on the Seoul—Busan line, and is well-serviced by both regular trains and KTX. 
Be advised, though, that the main KTX station for Daegu is Dongdaegu Station in the east of 

“  town. From Seoul, KTX trains depart from Seoul Station (2 hrs). From Busan, the city is just an 
hour away by KTX (high-speed rail). Saemaeul (express) and Mugunghwa (non-express) trains 
from Seoul Station take about 3 hours, 30 minutes.

□  Daegu has five—count ’em, five—intercity bus terminals. Fortunately, most of the time 
you’ll only need to use Daegu Express Bus Terminal, but a couple of destinations require the 
smaller ones.

• Daegu Express Bus Terminal: Daegu’s express bus terminal is almost right next to 
Dongdaegu Station. Travel times as follows: Seoul (3 hrs 30 min), Busan (1 hr 10 min), 
Daejeon (2 hrs), Gwangju (3 hrs 30 min), Ulsan (1 hr 40 min), Gyeongju (1 hr), Andong (1 hr 
40 min)

•  Dongbu Intercity Bus Terminal: Not far from the express terminal, Dongbu Intercity Bus 
Terminal is where you’d go for destinations east and northeast like Gyeongju, Pohang, Ulsan, 
Cheongdo, Samcheok and Donghae.

• Bukbu Intercity Bus Terminal: Located in the northwest part of town, this terminal takes you 
to destinations (mostly) to the northwest, like Andong, Gumi, Gimcheon, Mungyeong and 
Yeongju.

•  Seobu Intercity Bus Terminal: The main reason you’d want to come here is to catch the bus 
to Haeinsa Temple or the old fortress town of Jinju. This terminal is in the west of town.

•  Nambu Intercity Bus Terminal: This terminal serves destinations south of Daegu like 
Cheongdo, Miryang and Busan.
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Inheung Village

W h ile  te c h n ic a l ly  p a r t  o f  D aegu 

M etropo litan  C ity, the ru ra l d is tric t o f 
D alseong is a re la x in g  piece o f  o ld  

K orea . P a rtic u la r ly  w o rth  seeing in 
D a lseong  S/S i$ In h e u n g  V illa g e , a 

Joseon Dynasty village founded in the 
18th century by M u n  Gyeong-ho, the 

w ea lthy  descendant o f  the man who 

introduced co tton  fro m  China in  the 
15th century. As were many villages o f 

the Joseon Dynasty, i t  is a clan village, 
w h ich  is to  say, its  residents m ostly  

belong to  a single c lan, in  th is  case, 
the Nampyeong M u n  clan. W hile  not 

as la rg e  o r  fa m o u s  as o th e r  c lan  
v illa g e s  such as A n d o n g ’s H a h o e  

V illa g e  (see p 5 5 4 ) o r  G y e o n g ju ’s 
Yangdong Village (see p535), its rustic 

o ld  w ood en  hom es and c la y  w a lls  
w i t h  s u r r o u n d in g  p a d d ie s  a n d  

orchards make fo r a great retreat from 

Daegu. One hall o f  particu lar note is Insumungo L ib ra ry  where a collection o f about
10,000 o ld  and rare books may be found.

The on ly  catch here is tha t the village is s till an actual village, and in  order to  make 

tourists descending upon local residents tolerable, you now  need to  make a reservation to 
v isit. C all 053-631-8686— visiting hours are 10 am to  6 pm— and you m ight also be able to 
score an English-speaking guide.
gl From Exit 1. Daegok Station, Line 1, take Dalseong Bus 1 and get off at Bolli 1-ri syiai ( ig  min)
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P a l g o n g s a n  P r o v in c ia l  Pa r k

Daegu’s guardian mountain to  the north , M t. Palgongsan (1,192 m) is a high, 
broad massif tha t covers chunks o f the towns o f C h ilgok G unw i 5?! and 
Yeongcheon 9 9 . Since the days o f Silla, Buddhists have regarded it as a sacred 
peak, and in  its  fo rests and va lleys are several m a jo r B ud dh is t tem ples, 
m onasteries and B uddh is t rock  carv ings , in c lu d in g  D onghw asa, Pagyesa, 
Eunhaesa and Geojoam.

M t .  P a lgo ngsa n  is b ig , b u t n o t 
especially steep, so i t ’s an easy hike for 
the m ost p a rt. The m ain p rob lem  is 
d is tance— the m a in  r id g e lin e , fro m  
Gasansanseong Fortress in the east to  
Gwanbong Peak 5*8 in the west, is 26.9 
km, and takes about 13 hours to  hike. 
T h e  p a rk  is d iv id e d  in to  s e ve ra l 
sections, so i t ’s probably best to  simply 
pick one and explore.

д а
Sk y l in e  Ca b le  Car

If you’re not feeling up for the full hike, 
there's a cable car at the base o f the 
mountain, near the Donghwasa entrance 
to the park. It will bring you to an 
elevation of about 820 m. From there 
you can either bag the peak or simply 
enjoy the views. Fare: 7,000 won round 
trip, 4,000 won one-way.

The slopes of Mt. Palgongsan are home to many temples and Buddhist rock carvings.
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District
Memorial

•  Geojoam-------

iH M t.  Palgongsan

O P a g yesa  Temple

Palgongsan О п с Ь е о п в  0 D o n g lfii(E ;a  District 
Gwangwang Hotel

Temple
Gatbawi

Donghwasa Temple Area
This is one o f the m ounta in ’s most popular 
districts to visit. The biggest a ttraction here 

is the Buddhist monastery o f Donghwasa, 
founded in  A D  493. M o s t o f the cu rren t 
b u ild in g s  d a te  fro m  an 1 8 th  c e n tu ry  

reconstruction. The temple and its  several 
hermitages are home to  a large collection o f 
heritage sites, includ ing six treasures, most

n o ta b ly  the b e a u tifu l D aeung jeon  ^ 8 2  
(M a in  H a ll), completed in 1732. Be sure to 

check o u t the  lo v e ly  la tt ic e w o rk  on the 

doors. A lso hard to  miss is the 17 m ta ll 
statue o f the Medicine Buddha, dedicated in 
1992 as a prayer fo r Korean reunification. 
^  2,500 won И  Take Bus No. 105 from Daegu 
Station and get off at Donghwasa (1 hr).

Donghwasa Temple, one of the biggest temples in the Daegu area
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Eating & Sleeping

At the foot of the mountain, particularly 
around the entrances of Donghwasa and 
Pagyesa temples, are more restaurants, 
motels and inns than you can count.
Most of the accommodation is 
reasonably priced but if you were looking 
for something a bit more upscale, try 
Palgongsan Spa Tourist Hotel 

• (053-985-8080), with rooms going 
for 90,000 won a night.

Gatbawi Area 2М?|х|«
This d is tric t in  the eastern part o f the park 
is h igh ligh te d  by G a tbaw i, a 9 th  cen tury 

carving o f the Buddha atop a high ridge at 
850 m. The statue is unique fo r the odd fla t 

ro ck  th a t s its  a top  its  head in  a m anner 
s im ila r to  the hats (gat) w o rn  by Korean 
genlemen o f yesteryear. You’ ll find tons o f 

Koreans up here in the early m orning hours 
o f  N ew  Year’s D ay to  w elcom e the f irs t 

sunrise o f  the year. A no th e r p a rtic u la r ly  
busy d a y  is th e  d a y  o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  
entrance exam, when it  seems every school 

ch ild ’s mother in Daegu is up here praying

fo r  the ir offspring’s success.
65 Gatbawi is about an hour's hike from 
Donghwasa Temple. See Donghwasa Temple 
Area for more details.

Eunhaesa Temple Area Ssiwxi^
Eunhaesa T e m p le  is a m a jo r  B u d d h is t 
tem ple , located in  the w estern valleys o f 

M t. Palgongsan. I t  was founded in 809 and 
moved to  its cu rren t loca tion  in  1546. In 
add ition  to  being a monastery, it ’s also an 

im p o r ta n t  le a rn in g  ce n te r, ho m e to  a 
B uddh is t un iversity. The m ain p rec inct is 

lovely enough, but w hat is tru ly  spectacular 
about this temple is tw o  o f its hermitages, 

Baekheungam and Geojoam.
^  2,000 won 35 First take a bus from Daegu's 
Dongbu Intercity Bus Terminal to  the city of 
Yeongcheon (45 min). From there, take a bus to 
Eunhaesa Temple (45 min).

Baekheungam Hermitage " Tw o

beautifu l examples o f Korean Buddhist 

architecture and a rt are Baekheungam and 

Geojoam, hermitages attached to  Eunhaesa 
Temple. Baekheungam is a 3 km  w a lk up 
M t.  Palgongsan from  the temple. M uch o f 

the current hermitage dates from  an 18th 
century reconstruction, and is a picture o f

Crafted in the 9th century, the rock-carved Buddha o f Gatbawi is a popular destination
on New Year's and university entrance exam day.



Gate. Eunhaesa Temple (left). Gunwi Buddhist Triad

rustic Korean beauty in its stone and clay 
walls, simple, unpainted wooden halls and 

natural w ood lines. Its Geungnakjeon ^ 9  
(N irvana H all) is a masterpiece o f Joseon 

Dynasty architecture w ith  its well preserved 
eave pa in ting and, most spectacularly, its 
in trica te ly carved wooden altar. The 

Buddhist nuns w ho use this place as a 
m editation center like to  keep things quiet, 

however, so visitors are allow ed on ly  tw ice 
a year— the springtime Buddhist’s Birthday 

and summertime Baekjungnal aJ!S ti (“ Day 
o f the Servants” ), an o ld  ho liday when 
commoners used to  gather in temples fo r 

games and good food.

Geojoam Hermitage Geojoam, on the 
other hand, is open to  visitors a ll year 

round, but is 4 km away from  Eunhaesa 
Temple and has a d iffe ren t entrance route, 
so i t  is another tr ip  altogether. Geojoam 

m igh t be a hermitage subordinate to 
Eunhaesa today but it  is, in fact, o lder than 
its parent temple, and fo r most o f its 

history was its ow n temple. Its crow n jewel 

is its graceful Yeongsanjeon 9 У 5  (“ A rha t 

H a ll" ) ,  bu ilt in 1375 and one o f only a 
handful o f surviving wooden buildings 
from  the Goryeo Dynasty. Typical fo r wood 

build ings o f the period, i t  is a simple, 
gabled structure w ith  unadorned brown- 
yellow  walls; it  is said to  have been bu ilt by 
a master carpenter sent from  M in g  Dynasty 

China. The temple houses 526 clay statues



o f the arhat, the disciples o f the Buddha.

Examine the faces, expressions and poses o f
the statues, and you ’ ll see that each one is

different. The statues are believed to  date
from  the m id-Goryeo Dynasty.

8 From Yeongcheon Bus Terminal, take Bus No. 
251 and get off at Sinwon-ri. The hermitage is a 
200m walk from there.

G u n w i B u d d h is t  T r ia d  G r o t t o  A r e a

The star a ttraction here is Gunw i Buddhist

T riad  G ro tto  (N a tiona l Treasure
N o . 1 0 9 ) , o f te n  c a lle d  th e  “ S econd

Seokguram  G ro t to . ”  W h ile  i t ’s now here

near as spectacu la r as its  m ore  fam ous
cousin in  Gyeongju, i t ’s nonetheless w orth
seeing. I t ’s also a century older. Here, you ’ ll

f in d  a b e a u tifu l s it t in g  s tone A m ita b h a
B uddha fla n ke d  by stone statues o f  the
Bodhisattva o f Power and the Bodhisattva

o f  Compassion, s itting in  a round, natural
cave in  a c liff. The cave, 4.25 m wide and

4.3 m high, is 20 m up the c liff, but there
are stairs leading to  the entrance. Compared
to  o th e r  pa rts  o f  M t .  P a lgongsan , th is
section sees relatively few tourists.

Я  First, take a bus to the town of Gunwi from 
Daegu's Bukbu Intercity Bus Terminal. From 
Gunwi Bus Terminal, take a local bus to Mt. 
Palgongsan.

G a s a n s a n s e o n g  F o r t r e s s
G u a rd in g  the n o rth e rn  passes to  Daegu, 
Gasansanseong Fortress on M t. Gasan 7^ !



The walls of Gasansanseong Fortress still bear the scars of the Korean War.

(9 01  m ) is  a b o u t 10 k m  w e s t o f  M t .  

Palgongsan but is often regarded as part o f 
the pa rk . The impressive stone fortresses 

were b u il t  ove r the  course o f a ce n tu ry  
b e g in n in g  in  1 6 4 0 , n o t lo n g  a f te r  the 

invas ions o f  K orea  by the Japanese and 
M anchus. The w a lls  w ou ld  eventually see 

com bat, but sadly, tha t was in  1950 when 
the fortress was the site o f  b itte r figh ting  
between N o rth  Korean and South Korean/ 

Am erican troops— the w a lls  s till bear the 
scars o f the battle. The fortress also sports a 

unique three-wall structure o f  outer, m iddle 
and inner walls fo r extra protection.

H ik e s  beg in  a t J in n a m m u n  the 

so u th  g a te  o f  th e  fo r tre s s , and  end a t 
H ang m yeo ng -dong  I f  you  bag the 
peak o f  M t.  Gasan, i t ’s a 10 km hike, but 

the views o f  Daegu are w onderfu l. I f  you 
skip the peak and hike to  Gasan Bawi

( “ Gasan R o ck ” ) v ia  the East Gate, i t ’s 

just a 5 km  h ike. O n the w ay dow n, you 
can also check ou t Songnimsa Temple 
w ith  its rare brick pagoda from  the Unified 

Silla Era.

В  At Daegu's Bukbu Bus Terminal, get on Bus 
No. 427 to Dongmyeong and get off at Giseong- 
ri (about 1 hr).

D a b u -d o n g  M e m o r ia l
In  th e  v a lle y  w e s t o f  G asansanseong  

Fortress is the large m em oria l com plex in 
the village o f  D abu-dong. Celebrating the 

com bined South Korea-US v ic to ry  in  the

Battle o f Dabu-dong (called by Americans 

the  “ B a ttle  o f  the B o w lin g  A l le y ” ), the 
memorial is a t the foo t o f M t. Yuhaksan °  

УУ , a towering 800 m peak where some o f 

the battle ’s most bruta l figh ting took place.
I f  time perm its, you’ ll w ant to  combine a 

visit to  the memorial w ith  a hike along M t. 
Yuhaksan. The scene o f some o f the most 

b itte r com bat o f  the Korean War, the peak 
is considered a “ Korean W ar p ilg r im age  

s ite ”  and is one, s ta rk ly  so: to  th is  day, 
bones are s till recovered from  the hillsides.

Techn ica lly , you can s ta rt h ik in g  fro m
the m em oria l, bu t most people begin the ir
hike from  Yuhaksan Rest Stop, a 10 ,000-

15,000 w on tax i ride away. From the rest
s top , h ike  up to  Dobongsa Temple

a n d  h ik e  to  th e  p e a k  f r o m  th e r e ,
approxim ately a tw o  hour hike.
В  From Daegu, buses to Dabu-dong depart from 
Bukbu Intercity Bus Terminal.

Dabu-dong Memorial
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G y e o n g j u  3 ^

It ’s early evening at the ancient stone observatory o f Cheomseongdae, during that 
wondrous time o f the day called “ magic hour,”  when the light o f sky become 
diffused and here, turns a beautiful, deep purple. To the west, the faint orange glow 
o f a just-set sun haloes the distant mountains; a b it closer, a cluster o f rounded 
mounds, Gyeongju’s distinctive royal tombs, rise up from  a grass field. Above, the 
evening stars glow amidst a sea o f violet unobscured by the lights o f the city.

The small southeastern c ity  o f Gyeongju is the ancient capita l o f the great 
Korean kingdom o f Silla (57 B C -A D  935) and boasts o f one o f Korea’s richest 
scenic and cultural landscapes. It is home to no fewer than three UNESCO W orld 
Heritage Sites: the magnificent Buddhist monastery o f Bulguksa and its sublime 
Seokguram G rotto , the countless Silla relics o f Gyeonggju National Park, and the 
picturesque Joseon-era community o f Yangdong Village. To properly appreciate 
the place, you need weeks (if not months), but even a weekend visit is well w orth  
the tim e and e ffo rt— especially in spring when flowers bloom and the tow n is 
ablaze in b rillian t shades o f yellow and pink.

I avnnt с Уеоп81и sits in a wide river basin surrounded by low, rugged hills that 
'  separate the urban area from the Korean interior to the west and the sea to

the east. The downtown area is not especially big or difficult to navigate: the train station is 
to the east, the city bus terminals (and a good selection o f the more affordable lodging) are 
to the west, and most o f the town’s historic remains are to the south. You could cover most 
of the distances on foot, but if that’s not your style, Gyeongju is one of Korea’s most bicycle- 
friendly cities, with many pleasant bike paths and plenty of shops willing to rent you a bike 
for io,ooo won a day. Some sites, like Bulguksa Temple are a bit further afield and 
w ill require the use o f local buses. The city bus term inal is a short walk from the in tra
city bus terminal on the west side o f town, although you might be able to catch local 
buses to your destination elsewhere, to o —it ’s best to inquire at the touris t information 
centers at Gyeongju Station and the intra-city bus terminal.

C h e o m s e o n g d a e  O b s e rv a to ry
Cheomseongdae is a Gyeongju landm ark, 

the 7 th  cen tury stone tower, Asia’s oldest 
surviving astrological observatory. L it up at 
night, the site provides a beautiful view o f 

the heavens, even today. A  short walk from  
th e re  is th e  B a n w o lse o n g  - S a  ( “ H a l f  
M o o n  Fortress” ), a crescent-shaped set o f 
ea rthw orks tha t marks the site o f the o ld  

Silla royal palace. In spring, the o ld  palace 
site is shaded by beautiful cherry blossoms.

w hile the surrounding fields are covered in 
b rig h t yellow  rape flowers. ©  9 am to 10 pm
(summer), 9 am to 9 pm (winter) ф  500 won

Anapji Pond
A  fe w  m in u te s  w a lk  east o f  C heom se
ongdae brings you to  A nap ji, a gorgeous 
p leasure po nd  th a t was once a fa v o r ite  

re laxation spot o f Silla kings. When l i t  up 
in  the  e a r ly  e ve n in g , the  p o n d  and its  
s u r ro u n d in g  p a v ilio n s  m ake fo r  one o f



Gyeongju City Hall

•  Deokdongho Lake

pji Pond

National Gyeongju Museum

U J Seondeok Royal Tomb

i s  Mt. Daedeoksan
U J  Poseokjeong

i s  Mt.Tohamsan

Seokguram G ro tt^ Q  

G fe u ig u k s a  Temple

i s  Mt. Namsan

Korea’s most photogenic n igh t scenes. K ing 

M u n m u  o f  S il la  o rd e re d  th e  p o n d ’s 
construction in 674; when i t  was restored 

in  the 1970s and 80s, an a rch e o lo g ica l 
treasure trove was unearthed, o ffering great 
insight in to  life in  the Silla era.
©  9 am to  10 pm ф  1,000 won

D a e r e u n g w o n
The most conspicuous o f  Gyeongju’s relics 

are the bu ria l m ounds (tu m u li)  fou nd  all 
over tow n . Gyeongju and its environs are

home to  more than 200 tum u li, bu t the best 
place to see them is Daereungwon (Tumuli 

Park), a pleasant pa rk o f  23 tom bs. The 
h ig h l ig h t  o f  th e  p a rk  is  th e  fa m e d  

C heonm achong ( “ H orse  o f  Heaven 
T o m b ” ), the  to m b  o f  an u n k n o w n  5 th  

century Silla k ing that yielded over 10,000 
a rtifac ts  w hen it  was excavated in  1974. 
M any o f these artifacts are now  on display 

at Gyeongju National Museum 
© 9  am to 10 pm ^ 1 ,5 0 0  won

Formerly a royal pleasure garden, Anapji Pond is one ot Korea's most scenic spots.



G y e o n g ju  N a tio n a l M u s e u m
W idely regarded as Korea’s finest museum 

save fo r the N ationa l Museum o f Korea in 
Seoul, Gyeongju National Museum is home 

to  an expansive and priceless collections o f 
a rt and a rtifac ts  from  the S illa K ingdom , 

inc lud ing  30 ,000 artifacts  excavated from  

A n a p ji Pond alone. To exp lo re  th is  place 

properly, set aside several hours. Be sure to 
stop by the be lfry to check out the D ivine 
Bell o f K ing  Seongdeok tiefq iS tiS , a g ian t 

bronze temple bell crafted in the 8th century. 
©  9 am to 6 pm (extended hours on weekends). 
C losed Mondays ф  R egular exhibits a re free. 
Some special exhibits may charge admission.
®  054-740-7500 6  http://gyeongju.museum.go.kr

B o m u n  L a k e
T o the  east o f  d o w n to w n  G y e o n g ju  is 

Bomun Lake, a m assively p o p u la r resort 
area fu ll o f  upper-end hotels, amusement 
parks and o th e r m e rrim e n t fa c ilit ie s . I t ’s 

esp e c ia lly  b e a u tifu l in  s p r in g  w hen  its  
famous cherry blossoms bloom . I f  you are 

staying in the area, the lake is a nice area 
fo r  a s tro ll, and there are places o ffe ring  
bikes and quad bikes fo r rent.
В  Take Bus No. 10 or 18 from across from 
Gyeongju Intercity Bus Terminal.

B u lg u k s a  T e m p le  
&  S e o k g u r a m  G r o t to
The jewels o f Korean an tiqu ity  are a short 
bus ride east o f  tow n  on the slopes o f the 

ho ly  m ounta in  M t.  Tohamsan Here

Bulguksa Temple (left), Seokguram Grotto

y o u  can  f in d  th e  s p le n d id  B u d d h is t  
monastery o f Bulguksa and the bewitching 

S e o k g u ra m  G r o t t o .  T h e  g r o t t o ,  in  

p a rtic u la r , is considered  one o f  K o re a ’s 

finest c u ltu ra l achievements, and v is ito rs  
should try  to  see i t  at least once.

Bulguksa was o r ig in a lly  com ple ted  in 
774; its name, which means “ Temple o f the 

B uddh is t C o u n try ,”  re flects S illa ’s be lie f 
that the kingdom  was an earthly Buddhist 

pa rad ise . I t ’s a la rge  c o m p le x  o f  s tone 
w orks and wooden halls and cloisters, bu ilt 

upon a masterful series o f stone and earth 
terraces. The temple has seen a number o f 
calamities over its history (its current state 

o f good repair is largely thanks to  a major 
re s to ra tion  ca rried  o u t in  the 1960s and 

70s), bu t its  m asonry is m o s tly  o r ig in a l. 
Bulguksa is home to  six N ationa l Treasures, 

including the beloved stone pagodas in the 
m a in  c o u r t y a r d ,  th e  b e a u t i fu l  s to n e  

staircases leading to  the main precincts, and 
tw o  Silla-era bronze Buddhas.

Above Bulguksa, com manding a view  o f 
the East Sea, is the Seokguram G ro tto . The 
“ g ro tto " is really an artific ia l space bu ilt o f 
g r a n i te  c o n s is t in g  o f  an e n t ra n c e ,  

antechamber, and ro tunda topped w ith  a 
d o m e d  c e i l in g .  T h e  g r o t t o  ho uses  a 

Buddhist pantheon, the h igh light o f which 
is the sub lim e  s itt in g  B uddha, carved o f 
granite and 3.5 meters in height. A t sunrise, 

th e  m o rn in g  rays l ig h t  up th e  s ta tu e , 
high lighting the entrancing smile on the lips

http://gyeongju.museum.go.kr
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o f the m editating Buddha.
B uddh is t g ro tto s  such as th is  one firs t 

began in  India. The ir appearance in Korea 
is in d ica tive  o f  S illa ’s ro le  as the eastern 

te rm in u s  o f  th e  le g e n d a ry  S ilk  R oad . 
S eokguram  its e lf  e x h ib its  a n u m b e r o f  

fo r e ig n  in f lu e n c e s ,  in c lu d in g  even 

Hellenistic elements.
© 7 :3 0  am to 6 pm 4,000 won В Bulguksa 
Temple: Take Bus No. 10 or 11 from Gyeongju 
Intercity Bus Terminal, Express Bus Terminal or 
Gyeongju Station and get off at Bulguksa (takes 
about 40 minutes). From the bus stop, it's a 10 
minute walk to the temple. Seokguram: Take Bus 
No. 12 from Bulguksa to Seokguram (departs 
hourly). You can also walk from Bulguksa to 
Seokguram: the hike takes about an hour.

M t .  N a m s a n  ^
O ne o f the m ore rew ard ing  ways to  pass 

y o u r tim e  in  Gyeongju is to  head to  M t.  
Namsan (“ South M o u n ta in "), a 494 meter 

peak covered in  many relics and remains o f 
S illa ’s B uddh is t cu ltu re . The m oun ta in  is 
q u ite  broad and crisscrossed w ith  h ik ing  

pa ths , some o f  w h ich  take you th roug h  
ravines and a long ridges fu ll o f  Buddhist 

s ta tues, c l i f f  re lie fs  and stone pagodas. 
H ighlights include a 7  m ta ll Buddhist re lie f 
on a c l i f f  ove rlooking the Gyeongju basin 

a n d  a se t o f  seve n  s to n e  r e l ie fs  a t 

C h ilbu ram  H erm itage The views o f

Gyeongju alone make the hike w orthw hile . 
To explore M t. Namsan properly, you really 

should set aside a fu ll day. I t ’s easy to get 
lo s t so be sure to  p ick  up a m ap o f M t.  

N a m sa n  a t one  o f  the  se ve ra l to u r is t  
in form ation centers in  town.

A t the western fo o t o f  M t.  Nam san is 
Poseokjeong an artific ia l stone stream 

th a t was once p a rt o f  a ro y a l p leasure 
garden. K ings and th e ir  re ta iners  w o u ld  

play d r in k in g  games here, floa ting  on the 
stream cups o f w ine upon the stream to  be 

consum ed i f  p a rtic ipan ts  were unable to  
com pose lines o f  p o e try  b e fo re  the cup  

re a c h e d  th e m . M o re  s o b e r in g ly ,  th e  
p e n u lt im a te  m o n a rc h  o f  S i l la ,  K in g  

Gyeongae, was k il le d  a t Poseokjeong as 
rebel forces sacked Gyeongju in 927, nearly 

m arking the end o f the once great kingdom . 
@ Take Bus No. 500 to the Samneung Tombs, 
where the hiking path up the mountain begins.

U n d e rw a te r  T om b  o f  K in g  M u n m u  
&  G a m e u n s a ji T e m p le  S ite  У £ л |х |

I f  you ’ve go t the tim e , take the bus fro m  
Gyeongju to  the East Sea coast to  see the 
U n d e rw a te r T o m b  o f  K in g  M u n m u  and 

Gameunsaji Temple Site. Located on some 
rocks just o f f  the coast, the tom b is said to  
be w here  K in g  M u n m u  (6 6 1 -6 8 1 ) ,  the

Rock-carved Buddha on Mt. Namsan, a virtual outdoor museum o f Korean history■
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greatest o f Silla’s kings, had his ashes buried 

in  an u rn  beneath a subm erged piece o f 

granite in  hopes o f becoming a sea dragon 

to  p ro te c t  S il la ’s co a s t f ro m  Japanese 

ra id e rs . N e a rb y  is  th e  fo r m e r  s ite  o f  
Gameunsa Temple; w h ile  the temple burned 

d o w n  lo n g  a g o , i t s  s p le n d id  s to n e  
pagodas— tw o  symmetrical giants tha t cut a 

d ra m a tic  fig u re  aga inst the s u rro u n d in g  
pastoral landscape— still stand as they have 

since the 7 th century.
Я  From Gyeongju Intercity Bus Terminal, take 
Bus No. 150 and get off at Gameunsaji (1 hr). 
After seeing the temple site, walk to Bonggil 
Beach where the tomb is located.

G ir im s a  ^ iM & G o lg u ls a S S ^  T e m p le s
The monastery o f G irim sa , h idden in  the 
m ounta ins east o f Gyeongju, makes fo r a 

nice daytrip. Founded in 643, the temple is 
h o m e  to  som e o u ts ta n d in g  p iece s  o f  

Buddhist a rt, includ ing a mesmerizing g ilt 
image o f  the B odh isa ttva  o f  M e rcy  w ith

1,000 arms and 1,000 eyes.
O n  th e  ro a d  to  G ir im s a  is a n o th e r  

Buddhist tem ple, G olgulsa, w hich is most 

famous for Seonmudo, a martial art practiced 
by its monks as a fo rm  o f m editation. The 
monks conduct Seonmudo demonstrations at 

11 am and 3 pm every day (except Monday), 
a n d  te m p le s ta y  p ro g ra m s — in c lu d in g

Seonmudo lessons— are available.
Я  Take Bus No. 100 or 150 from Gyeongju 
Intercity Bus Terminal (1 hr). If Girimsa is your 
destination, get off at Yangbuk-myeon Eoil-ri 
9  and take a cab to the temple (fare: 6,000 
won). If you want to go to Golgulsa, get off at 
Andong Intersection and walk about 15
minutes to the temple. 6  www.golgulsa.com

Yangdong Village
Korea’s newest UN ESCO  W orld  H eritage 
s ite , Y angdong V illa g e  is no  k its ch  fo lk  

village o f “ tra d itiona l”  homes recently bu ilt 
and cobbled together to give a taste o f  old 

Korea. It is located deep in  the countryside 
northeast o f Gyeongju, w ith  buses dropping 

you o f f  a good 30 m inu te  w a lk  fro m  the 
village itse lf. Taking pride in its iso lation, 

th is  has helped keep i t  as one o f  K orea ’s 
la rg e s t and  b e s t-p re se rve d  Joseon-e ra  
communities. D eligh tfu lly  picturesque, it  is 

a case study in  C on fuc ian  aesthetics and 
Korean reverence fo r nature, w ith  simple, 

ru s tic  t i le - ro o f and th a tch e d -ro o f homes 
lin in g  the h ills ides and valleys in  pe rfect 

harmony w ith  the natural topography.
Y angdong V illa g e  was fo rm e d  in  the 

15th cen tu ry  by tw o  a ris to c ra tic  Korean 

clans, the Yeogang Lee and Wolseong Son 
fam ilies. The v illage grew  and prospered 
th ro u g h o u t the Joseon era (1 3 9 2 -1 9 1 0 ),

Yangdong Village, a beautifully preserved Joseon Dynasty clan village

http://www.golgulsa.com
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p ro d u c in g  a num ber o f  grea t C o n fu c ia n  
scholars, most notably “ Hoejae”  Lee Eon- 

je o k  (1 4 9 1 -1 5 5 3 ), one o f  the  so-ca lled  

“ Five Great Sages o f the East.”  M any o f the 

homes have, in recent years, been converted 

in to  re s ta u ra n ts  and gu esthouses, b u t 
several are still occupied by members o f the 

Lee and Son clans, and clan members who 

live elsewhere re turn regu larly  fo r  annual 

ancestral rites ceremonies.
The village has over 160 homes— many 

more than 200 years o ld , and a couple over 

500  years o ld — spread o u t a lon g  several 
valleys and ridgelines in  accordance w ith  

feng shu i p r in c ip le s . F rom  ove rhea d , i t  
resembles the Chinese character “ <ц.”  I t  is 

often compared to  its better known cousin.

H is t o r y  of S il l a

Andong’s Hahoe Village (see p554), together 

w ith  which it  was registered as a UNESCO 

W orld  Heritage Site. Both are clan villages 

form ed by illustrious families in the Joseon 

era, and w h ile  there are s im ila r it ie s , the 
differences are also noteworthy. Topography 

is an obvious one: while Hahoe Village is a 

typ ica l oxbow  village, Yangdong V illage is 
b u i l t  a lon g  the h ills id e s , the  ro o f  lines 

b lend ing w ith  the undu la ting  terra in . The 
houses are s m a lle r and m o re  h u m b le , 

reflecting the rustically charming modesty o f 
Korean Confucianist scholar life.

By exam ining the village landscape, one 
can g a the r a b i t  a b o u t the h ie ra rc h ic a l 

soc ia l o rd e r o f  Joseon society. T ile  ro o f  
h o m e s — th o s e  b e lo n g in g  to  K o re a ’ s

Relative to its rival kingdoms o f Goguryeo and Baekje, the kingdom of 
Silla developed late: it was still little  more than a tribal federation as 
late as third century AD, by which time Baekje had become a 
centralized kingdom and Goguryeo a regional power. Silla soon 
solidified and grew to challenge Goguryeo and Baekje for supremacy 
on the Korean Peninsula, conquering Baekje in 66o and Goguryeo in 
668 to unify nearly the entire Korean Peninsula. United Silla ushered in 
a golden age o f Korean classical civilization, a period that would leave 

an indelible imprint on the development o f Korean culture.

Ea r l y  S il l a

According to legend, Gyeongju was founded by King Park Hyeokgeose in 57BC. The 
kingdom began as a collection o f clans around the city o f Gyeongju, which became the 
capital. Leadership rotated between three clans—Kim, Park and Seok—names that are 
now amongst the most popular family names in Korea. Isolated from the rest o f Korea by 
rugged mountains to the north and west, Silla developed in a relatively independent 
fashion, its society and culture remaining true to its indigenous and triba l roots. Silla 
grew in influence and solidified as a state. Under King Naemul (r. 356—402), it became 
a hereditary monarchy and adopted many administrative and cultural aspects from 
China. Under King Beopheung (r. 514-540), the kingdom adopted Buddhism as the state 
religion. By the end o f the sixth century, Silla had conquered and absorbed the Gaya 
Confederation, a minor alliance o f kingdoms around the Nakdonggang River valley 
between Silla and Baekje.
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yangban aristocracy— are found higher on 

the hillsides. Below them are thatched ro o f 
homes tha t once housed the tenant farmers 

o f  yangban who owned the farm land in the 
v a lle y s  b e lo w . H o u s e h o ld  s e rv a n ts —  

te c h n ic a l ly  s la v e s — liv e d  w i t h in  th e  
yangban compounds themselves.

A ll o f Yangdong V illage is designated a 

c u l t u r a l  p r o p e r ty  (a n d , o f  c o u rs e , a 
U NESCO  W orld  Heritage Site), but 24 o f 

the village’s assets are separately designated 
as h e r ita g e  p ro p e r t ie s ,  in c lu d in g  one 

n a tio n a l treasure and fo u r  o th e r o ff ic a l 
treasures. The large manor houses are the 

m ost spectacular, especially Hyangdan &У 
(Treasure N o. 412), a stately mansion bu ilt 
atop a h ill overlooking the entrance o f the

village. B u ilt in 1543 fo r the mother o f Lee 
Eon-jeok upon his appointm ent as governor 

o f  the  p ro v in c e  o f  G ye o n g s a n g -d o , i t  
o r ig in a lly  had 99 room s— o n ly  the k ing  

could live in  a bigger home— but many were 
irretrievably lost during the Korean War.

A t a n o th e r b e a u tifu l c o m p o u n d , the 
G w a n ga jeo ng  tM S , is best experienced 

from  the inside. Gaze ou t the w indow s: in 

the distance, the white clouds floa t over the 
g reen  h i l ls  a g a in s t a b lu e  s k y ; in  the  

fo re g ro u n d , ju s t  beyond  the  w o o d  and 
paper s lid ing panels, a lone tree stands in 

the garden. One can easily imagine oneself 
as a seonbi scholar, passing the day sitting 

here, book in  hand, en joy ing  the au tum n 
breeze and captivating scenery.

W a r s  o f  U n if ic a t io n

Under King Jinheung (r. 540-576), Silla strengthened its m ilitary forces, creating the 
legendary hwarang (“ Flower Youth” ), an elite band o f warriors steeped in Buddhist and 
Taoist teachings. Breaking an alliance w ith Baekje, Jinheung allied with the kingdom of 
Goguryeo to drive Baekje from the strategic Hangang River valley, absorbing the 
territory for Silla itself. In the seventh century, Silla fought a dramatic series of wars 
against both Baekje and Goguryeo to unify the Korean Peninsula w ith the aid o f Tang 
China, w ith whom it had formed an alliance. With an army led by the brilliant general 
Kim Yu-shin, Silla had conquered Baekje and Goguryeo but now its former ally, Tang 
China, was making moves to turn Korea into a Chinese colony. For six years, Silla waged 
war on the Tang until, in 676, the Chinese finally decided to withdraw from Korea. Most 
o f the Korean Peninsula was now under Silla rule, save for those areas north o f the 
Daedonggang River that became part o f the newly established kingdom of Balhae, 
founded by a former Goguryeo general.
Unifed Silla experienced a blossoming o f culture and art. The capital o f Gyeongju 
became a city of palaces, temples and gardens. The grand Buddhist temple of 
Hwangnyongsa, crowned by a nine-story wooden pagoda, was famous even in China. 
Buddhism flowered thanks to royal patronage and brisk exchange with Tang China, to

which Korea sent many monks for study. Many o f Silla’s most 
famous sites today, including Cheomseongdae, Bulguksa 
Temple and Seokguram Grotto, were erected in this period. 
Politically, the power o f the king grew while the influence of 
Silla’s noble clans decreased; Confucian bureaucratic 
techniques were even introduced from China.
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Gyeongju: Ssombop—rice and meat wrapped in lettuce leaves—is a local specialty. You can
find a number of ssambap restaurants at the south entrance o f Daereungwon, including Guro \ _ / ’
Sambap (054-749-0600). Ssambap jeongsik goes for 10,000 won. If you're in a party of WHE,A,IT0
two or more, Dosol Maeul (054-748-9232) is worth a try. Specializing in traditional
Korean meals {jeongsik), the restaurant is in an old hanok, mixing taste with atmosphere.
You’ll love its mountains of side dishes. The restaurant is located to the south of 
Daereungwon; it’s best to ask directions or take a cab-everybody knows it. One unique 
Gyeongju treat is Gyeongju ppang (“ Gyeongju bread’’), a small, tasty pastry filled with red 
bean paste. It’s hard to walk five minutes in the touristed areas of Gyeongju without passing a 
shop selling boxes of them. Try Hwangnamppang УУ5  (054-749-7000) just north of 
Daereungwon—they invented the treat in 1935. A box of 20 goes for 14,000 won. Another 
local dish treat is chalborippang small pancakes made from barley.
Yangdong Village: A number of the traditional homes in Yangdong Village now function as 
restaurants. One of the most famous of these is Uhyangdaok (054-762-8096), an old 
yangban home that specializes in jeongsik <i-: soup, rice and plenty of side dishes. The home 
also serves as a guesthouse. Yangdong Village is also famous for cheongju a clear Korean 
rice wine likened to Japanese sake.

Gyeongju: Bomun Lake is home to many luxury hotels, including the Gyeongju Hilton / " X
(054-745-7788), Hotel Hyundai (054-748-2233), and Commodore Hotel а в я § Ед (054- -Ш-Ь 
745-7701), just to name a few. The amenities are first rate, but they come at a price of 200,000 s™10
won a night or more for the top ones. If you’re flush, look no further than Millennium Palace 
Resort 8. Spa: Ragung t!2tSi9M9nm atg (054-778-2100), a sumptuous hanok hotel near 
Bomun Lake. If the beautiful Korean traditional architecture, upscale Korean cuisine and 
charming Korean interiors aren’t enough, the private outdoor hot tubs attached to each room 
should do the trick. Prices begin at 300,000 won a night. There are some lovely hanok 
guesthouses in Gyeongju, too. If you don’t mind staying way out of town, Dongnakdang 
is a gorgeous 16th century residence near the beautiful Oksan Seowon Confucian Academy ^
■tMS. Rooms begin at 40,000 won a night. Out past Bomun Lake is the sublime Jongojeong 5 2  
2 , an 18th century scholar’s home on a big lotus pond. Rooms here begin at 120,000 won on a 
weekend. See www.gjgotaek.kr or call 054-774-1950 for more information on these hanok 
stays and others. A very popular hanok guesthouse with international backpackers is Sa Rang 
Chae AI5 *H (054-773-4868, www.kjstay.com), a friendly place run by an English-speaking 
couple with double rooms with a bathroom for 30,000 won a night (breakfast included). There 
are plenty of reasonably priced motels and inns just behind Gyeongju Intercity Bus Terminal.
Yangdong Village: Some of the homes also serve as guesthouses, including Uhyangdaok 
У -  —call ahead to the village information center at 054-779-6105 (Korean).

Gyeongju: Й  The quickest way to Gyeongju from Seoul is to take the KTX from Seoul Station 
direct to Singyeongju Station (2 hrs 10 min). Unfortunately, Singyeongju Station is about 40 
minutes outside of town by bus. If you don’t mind spending six hours on the train, there are 
two trains from Cheongnyangni Station that stop at Gyeongju Station, smack in the middle of 
downtown. They depart Cheongnyangni at 8:10 am and 9 pm. @ Buses to Gyeongju depart 
from Seoul Express Bus Terminal (4 hrs). From Daegu, buses to Gyeongju depart from Daegu 
Express Bus Terminal (1 hr). From Busan, buses to Gyeongju depart from Busan Bus Terminal 
(50 min). From Ulsan, buses depart from Ulsan Intercity Bus Terminal (1 hr).
Yangdong Village: From Gyeongju, take Bus No. 200, 201-212, 208, 212 or 217 to Yangdong 
Village (about 40 minutes). The easiest place to do this is from Gyeongju Station, but you can 
also catch one from a short walk from Gyeongju Express Bus Terminal (ask the tourist info 
booth at the terminal). Be warned: the bus drops you off about 2 km short of the village, so be 
prepared to stretch your legs.
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http://www.gjgotaek.kr
http://www.kjstay.com
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P o h a n g

For firs t-tim e visitors, Pohang can be a pleasant surprise. The “ Pittsburgh o f 
Korea,”  the th riv ing  industrial po rt is more than just a steel m ill and home to  one 
o f the country ’s most storied soccer clubs. I t ’s also a c ity  o f much charm and 
scenic beauty, especially along its lovely East Sea coast where visitors can take in 
Korea’s earliest sunrises. Even the industrial g rit can be beautiful, creating awe
inspiring, almost science fiction-like cityscapes that leave a lasting impression.

I ях/niit p°hang is a fairly large city o f over 500,000 that wraps around Yeongilman
У  Bay oSJy on the southeastern coast o f Korea. The downtown area

surrounds the port on the inner part o f the bay, straddling the mouth o f the 
Hyeongsangang River The southern part of the bay is protected by a small 
peninsula that juts out into the East Sea, forming Homigot Cape mainland Korea’s 
easternmost point. The downtown area is where you’ll find most o f your 
accommodations, the best restaurants, transportation in /ou t of the city and, not to 
forget, the massive Pohang Iron and Steel Company (POSCO). The eastern coast, 
especially along Homigot Cape, has some especially lovely scenery, while the inland 
areas are fairly mountainous and home to two beautiful Buddhist temples, Oeosa 
Temple to the south and Bogyeongsa Temple to the north.

‘Hand of Coexistence,' Homigot Sunrise Plaza
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P O S C O  S te e l  P la n t
Adm inedly , one m igh t not v is it Pohang to  
see a steel p la n t a lon e , bu t POSCO is a 
place w o rth  seeing. B u ilt in  fo u r  phases 

between 1970 and 1981, POSCO’s Pohang 
integrated steel p lant is one o f  the w o rld ’s 

largest producers o f  steel, and a c ity  unto 
itself. I t  is smokestacks, pipes, furnaces and 

p lan t facilities fo r as fa r as the eye can see. 
A t  n ig h t ,  th e  c o m p le x  is  l i t  u p , w i th  
a d d it io n a l l ig h t in g  p ro v id e d  b y  flam es 

b i l lo w in g  o u t  o f  s m o k e s ta c k s — th in k  
“ B lade  R u n n e r"  w ith o u t  th e  V ang e lis  
s o u n d tra c k  (a lth o u g h  an iP o d  c o u ld  

probably provide that, too). You can see it  
from  the other side o f the bay as w ell— it ’s 
all rather awe-inspiring.

POSCO is an impressive m onum ent to  
the “ Can D o ”  s p ir i t  upon w h ich  K orea ’s 

miraculous post-war economic development 
was based. W hen the Korean governm ent 
in it ia lly  proposed the construc tion  o f the 

m ill in the late 1960s, the W orld Bank and 
o th e r  W estern  d o n o rs  re fused  to  he lp  
finance it, considering it  overambitious and 

doomed to  fa ilure. Korea’s leaders pressed 
ahead anyw ay and today, PO SCO  ow ns 
massive integrated steel m ills in Pohang and 

Gwangyang SSJ (the latter being the w o rld ’s

largest) and is the w o r ld ’s th ir d  b iggest 
p r o d u c e r  o f  s te e l.  I t s  g r o w th  a ls o  
transformed a form erly sleepy fishing village 

in to  a symbol o f Korean industria l might.
I f  you ’ re in a group, you may be able to 

arrange a form al tou r o f the com plex (call 
054-220-1114). The best views, however, 

can be had from  the riverside park opposite 
the m ill, where you can sit a t n ight w ith  a 
cold beer and watch the lights reflect o f f  the 

water. Outside the com plex, however, is the 
POSCO M useum , a be au tifu lly  appointed

r w

POSCO, one of the world's largest steel plants
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fa c ility  th a t presents you  the h is to ry  and 

development o f the Korean steel industry, 
ffl Take Bus No. 130 from Pohang Intercity Bus 
Terminal to  Sinheung Mansion and walk to the 
riverside park.

J u k d o  R a w  F is h  M a r k e t
Jagalchi M a rke t in Busan m ight get a ll the 

fame b u t fo r the best ra w  fish  in  Korea, 
travelers in  the kno w  head to  Jukdo Raw 

Fish M a rk e t, near Pohang H a rb o r. Here 
you’ ll find the freshest raw fish in Korea at 
remarkably reasonable prices. Go at dawn to 

see the daily fish auctions take place as local 
restaurants compete to  get the ir hands on the 
freshest catches.
@Take Bus No. 100 from  Pohang Intercity Bus 
Terminal and get o ff at the market.

G u r y o n g p o
To get an idea o f w h a t Pohang must have 
lo o ke d  lik e  be fo re  PO SCO , head to  the 

fish ing village o f G uryongpo, a 30 m inute 
b u s  r id e  f r o m  d o w n to w n  P o h a n g . 

Guryongpo— its name means “ Nine Dragon 
Port” — is a major east coast fishing center, 
and has a sa lty  East C oast f is h in g  p o rt 

charm. There’s a fa irly  popular beach nearby, 
so the tow n is blessed w ith  a goodly amount 

o f seafood restaurants and places to  stay.
B eh ind  the w a te r f r o n t  m a in  d rag  o f  

Guryongpo is an alleyway o f Japanese-style 

homes, fo rm erly  used by Japanese settlers 
w ho came to the to w n  in  the colon ia l era to  

e x p lo it the reg ion ’s fish ing  industry. C ity  
authorities have designated the alleyway a 
p ro te c te d  zone. W ith  th e ir  w o o d  panel 

w alls, d is tinc tive  Japanese-style w indow s 
and d o o rs , and s tra ig h t w o o d lin e s , the 

ramshackle houses possess an exo tic  feel. 
O f particu lar note is the stairway leading to 
Guryongpo Park T'SSSS; lined by Japanese 

stone markers, it  once led to  a Shinto shrine 
(removed M arch 2008) located in the park. 
В  Take Bus No. 200 from Pohang Intercity Bus 
Terminal and get off at Guryongpo Beach (1 hr).

G u ry o n g p o

H o m ig o t  C a p e  s o ®
I f  the Korean Peninsula is a tiger claw ing at 
the Asian m a in land , H o m ig o t Cape is its 

ta il. The cou n try ’s easternmost p o in t (not 
counting U lleungdo and D okdo), the cape 

is the  p lace to  com e to  see the  e a rlies t 
sunrises— on N ew  Year's Day, i t ’s flooded 

w ith  tourists w ho  come to  take in the first 
sunrise o f  the year.

A lm ost ten years ago, there was nothing 

but a few seafood restaurants, a cheap hotel 
and a very  im p re ss ive  lig h th o u s e . The 

lighthouse is s till there, but it ’s been joined 
by the recently opened N ationa l Lighthouse 

M useum  a grea t m any m ore
hotels and restaurants, and Hom igot Sunrise 
Plaza £°IS  8НУ01ЙУ, a pa rk/cu ltu ra l fac ility  

dedicated to  the cape’s most notable natural 

resource— the sunrise. This is not to  say it ’s 
been “ ruined,”  but i t  certa in ly has changed.

I f  yo u ’ re a ligh thouse love r— and who 
isn’t?— you’ ll definitely want to  check out the 
National Lighthouse Museum, where you’ ll 

f in d  e ve ry th in g  y o u ’ve w an ted  to  kno w  
about lighthouses but were afraid to ask. The 
real star o f the show, however, is H om igot 

Lighthouse, one o f Korea’s oldest, largest and 
most beautifu l lighthouses. Designed by a 

French architect, the graceful lighthouse was 
completed in 1908— check out the intricate 

details on the doors and windows.
H o m ig o t Sunrise Plaza S°K8*HS!0IStSf, on



Homigot Sunrise Plaza (left), Homigot Lighthouse

the o th e r ha nd , is o f  m uch m ore recent 

v intage, having been b u ilt to  usher in the 
f ir s t  sunrise o f  the new m ille n n iu m . I t ’s 

dominated by the “ Hands o f Coexistence,”  

tw o  g iant iro n  hands, one rising from  the 
land, the other rising dramatically from  the 

waves ju s t o f f  the  beach. The w o rk  o f 
Korean artist K im  Seung-guk, the tw o hands 

were meant to  represent the sp irit o f peace 
and coexistence in  the 21st century. Events 

since 2000 have put a damper on that spirit, 
but the hand rising from the sea provides a 
rather nice resting spot for local seagulls that 

find respite on the tip  o f each digit.
®Take Bus No. 200 from Pohang Intercity Bus 
Terminal and get off at Guryongpo. From there, 
transfer to bus 203 and get off at Homigot.

O e o s a  T e m p le  S(>W
W orth checking ou t is the Buddhist temple 

o f Oeosa, just outside o f tow n on the road

to  G yeong ju . The tem ple  sits lakeside, a 

ra rity  fo r Korean Buddhist temples, due to 
m odern -day dam co n s truc tio n  on a local 

rive r. The tem ple , w h ile  n o t b ig , is qu ite 
scenic, and the re ’s a nice, sho rt hike to  a 
herm itage perched on a nearby c l i f f .  The 

te m p le ’s nam e tra n s la te s  as “ M y  Fish 
Tem ple .”  A cco rd in g  to  legend, the great 

S illa  m onks W onhyo  and H yegong once 
engaged in  a ra ther unusual contest here. 
They went to  the river, where each o f them 

pulled ou t a fish, swallowed it  whole, and 
then evacuated the ir bowels in to  the river. 

One o f the fishes came ou t dead, but one of 
them came ou t alive, p roo f that the mystical 

powers o f  one o f the m onks was stronger. 
Each o f the monks claimed the live fish as 
his ow n, hence the temple’s name.
В  Take Bus No. 107 from Pohang Intercity Bus 
Terminal and get o ff at Daegak-ri (50 min). From 
there, it’s a nearly 2 km hike to  the temple.

There are infrequent trains to Pohang that leave directly from Seoul Station so you're better off 
taking the KTX to Dongdaegu, then switching to a local train to Pohang (or, even better, taking 
the limousine bus to Pohang that frequently departs from the back of Dongdaegu Station. If 
pressed for time, you can also fly to Pohang from Gimpo Airport.

There are tons of motels around Pohang Intercity Bus Terminal—most charge 30,000-40,000 
won for very acceptable accommodation. The swankiest places in town are Hotel Grand M 
лгяЕ.31 (054-275-2000) and Ramada Encore AT Pohang Hotel yafctsme sstsai (054-282-2700), 
both of which run around 100,000 won a night. If you’d like to stay in Guryongpo, try Motel 
Aqua (054-284-6900), which offers lovely views of the harbor. If it’s the sunrise from
Homigot Cape you’re after, there’s Haesujang Motel (054-284-8044), Haesong Motel

(054-284-8245) and a number of minbak (homestays) available.
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C h e o n g d o

This small tow n south o f Daegu is most renowned fo r its spring bu llfigh ting  
festival, a live ly  event tha t attracts Koreans from  around the country, no t to 
mention a good number o f expats and foreign particpants and spectators. Also in 
the vic in ity is Unmunsa Temple, home to  the largest Buddhist nunnery in Korea.

C h e o n g d o  B u l l f i g h t i n g  F e s t iv a l

The h ig h lig h t o f  C heo ngd o ’s yea r is the 
Cheongdo B u llfigh ting  Festival, held every 
spring. U nlike the Spanish version, th is  is 

not a bu ll vs. man event, i t ’s bu ll-on -bu ll. 

The bulls— names painted p rom inently  on 
th e ir  fla n ks— go h o rn  to  h o rn  w ith  one 
another fo r several m inutes (usually) un til 

one decides he’s had enough and quits. The 
game is a legacy o f Korea’s agrarian past, 

w hen villages w o u ld  p it th e ir prize bu lls  
aga inst one a n o th e r in  a b it  o f f r ie n d ly  

co m pe tition . Bulls w i l l  get b loo d ied , but 
not dead— Koreans are fa r too  attached to

U n lik e

the ir bu lls , w hich were usually a farm er’s 

most valuable asset.
In recent years, the bu llfig h ting  has been 

supplem ented by rodeo  shows fe a tu rin g  

teams fro m  overseas, as w e ll as a team 

representing US troops in  Korea.
D u rin g  non-fes tiva l periods, b u llfig h ts  

are held every Saturday and Sunday. Ten 

fights are held a day, beginning at 11 am. 
To prom ote interest in the sport, betting is 

allowed.
©  April ^  4,000 won 8  Take a local bus for 
Punggak S2* from the stop across the street 
from Cheongdo Station and get off at Chilseong 
Samgeori (15-20 min) 6  www .S£^4S .kr (KR)

in is h  b u llfig h t in g , K o re a n  b u ll f ig h t in g  is  b u ll-o n -b u ll
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C h e o n g d o  W in e  T u n n e l
In  2006, C hung D o Persimmon W ine Co. 

turned an abandoned, century-old ra ilw ay 
tunnel in to  a w ine cellar to age its flavorfu l 

w in e s  m a d e  f r o m  l o c a l l y  g r o w n  
persim m ons. The stone and b rick  tunnel, 

com p le ted  in  1896 fo r  the S eou l-Busan 
ra ilro a d , has a V ic to rian  elegance, and is 
surrounded by persimmon orchards— come 

here in autum n when the cobalt skies and 
b r ig h t  o ra n g e  p e rs im m o n s  c re a te  an

am azingly c o lo r fu l landscape. In  add ition  

to  being a w ine cellar, the tunnel also has a 
w in e  m a rk e t and  ca fe  w h e re  yo u  can 

s a m p le  th e  v a r io u s  w in e s . T h e y  h o ld  
concerts  on occasion , to o , especia lly  a t 
Christmas.

©  9:30 am to 8 pm d i  Free @ 054-371-1100 
8  www.gamwine.com В  First, take a train from 
Daegu Station to Cheondo (20 min). Across from 
Cheongdo Station, you'll find Cheongdo Bus 
Terminal. From there, take a bus bound for 
Songgeum-ri ssa  and get off at either Songgeum 
Church SS-Mi or the Wine Tunnel

A disused railroad tunnel, Cheongdo Wine Tunnel is now used to store tasty persimmon wine.

http://www.gamwine.com
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U n m u n s a  T e m p le
H om e to about 260 nuns, Unmunsa Temple 

is K o re a ’s largest B uddh is t nunnery  and 

serves as a un ive rs ity  fo r  B uddhist nuns. 
The nuns here ru n  a t ig h t sh ip , and the 

groundkeep ing here is rea lly qu ite  nice—  
check ou t the ancient weeping red pine in

the  c o u r ty a rd . S u rro u n d e d  by  the  lush  
forests o f M t. Unmunsan, the precinct is a 

p lea san tly  tra n q u il e n v iro n m e n t, except 
w hen i t ’s ove rrun  by v is ito rs  on au tum n 

weekends.
2,000 won ®  054-372-8800 ffl Buses to 

Unmunsa depart from Daegu’s Nambu Bus 
Terminal (1 hr 20 min).

Lovely Unmunsa Temple is home to about 260 Buddhist nuns.
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H a e in s a  T e m p l e

Some visitors to  Korea may believe (quite wrongly) tha t once you’ve seen one 
Korean Buddhist temple, you’ve seen them all. Some temples are tru ly  unique, 
however. Haeinsa Temple is one o f them.

Located deep in the mountains o f Hapcheon-gun County * ,:S3 in southeast 
Korea— emphasis on the word “ deep” — Haeinsa Temple is one o f Korea’s three 
largest Buddhist monasteries or one o f the “ Three Jewels,”  as Korean Buddhists 
prefer to  call them. A UNSECO W orld Heritage Site, the compound is home to 
the T rip ita k a  Koreana— Pal man Daejanggyeong in Korean— a 13th century 
collection o f woodblock carvings o f Buddhist scriptures and the oldest and most 
complete ed ition o f Buddhist canon in Chinese characters. For centuries, the 
monastery has been the scholastic center o f Korean Buddhism, preserving the 
trad ition o f scriptural studies through the generations.

Like most m ajor temples in Korea, Haeinsa offers adventurous v is ito rs an 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  experience tem ple life  th rough  “ tem plestay”  program s tha t 
provide the opportunity to  rediscover beauty, both inside and out.
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H a e in s a  T e m p le
Haeinsa Temple is a one hour, 30 m inute 

bus r id e  fro m  D aegu th ro u g h  b e a u tifu l 

countryside. From where the bus drops you 
o ff , i t ’s a five -s ix  km  h ike  a long a scenic 
m o u n ta in  s tre a m  u n t i l  yo u  re a ch  the  
temple. The path, named Haeinsa Sorigil ^

AaigJ ( “ Haeinsa Temple Sound Path” ), 

puts you in the r ig h t fram e o f m ind . Just 
before you reach the monastery compound 
itself, you ’ l l  pass through several gates. The 

firs t o f these gates, Ilju m u n  signifies
tha t you are about to  enter the w o rld  o f 

Buddha.
Haeinsa Temple, w hich means “ Temple 

o f Reflection on a Smooth Sea,”  takes its 

name fro m  a passage in  the Avatam saka 
Sutra, w hich compares the w isdom  o f the 

Buddha to  a ca lm  sea. W hen the m ind—  
lik e  the sea— is freed fro m  the waves o f 
w o r ld ly  de s ire , i t  w i l l  p e r fe c t ly  re fle c t 

existence as i t  tru ly  is.
Haeinsa is, as Korean Buddhist temples 

g o , a m a s s iv e  c o m p le x ,  an d  a t r u ly  
remarkable feat o f landscaping, architecture 

and engineering. Some o f  the com plex is 
o ff-lim its  to  visitors— Haeinsa is, after all, a 

fu n c tio n in g  B u d d h is t m onaste ry  w ith  a 
large com m unity  o f Buddhist m onks. The 
central courtyard o f the temple is dominated



by the imposing Daejeokgwangjeon 
the m ain D harm a H a ll which, in  contrast to 

m ost other Korean temples, is dedicated to 
the Vairocana Buddha, the universal aspect 

o f the historical Buddha w ho lived in India 
in  400 BC, and a symbol o f the doctrine o f 
emptiness.

The com plex is gorgeously terraced, w ith  
higher terraces o ffering superb views o f the 
tem p le  and s u rro u n d in g  m o un ta in s . I t ’s 

rem arkably calm ing to  stare ou t at the sea 
o f  cu rved  K o re a n  t i le  ro o fs , th e ir  lines 

h a rm on iz ing  seamlessly w ith  the verdant

undulating h ills beyond.

One ra re ly  hopes fo r ra in  w h ile  on the 
road, bu t Haeinsa is one place where the 

experience is ac tua lly  enhanced by a little  
precip itation. Here, when it  rains, the mist 

hangs in  the surrounding h ills and forests, 
g iving the monastery a rom antic and other
w o rld ly  aspect.

©  8:30 am to 6 pm (summer), 8:30 am to 5 pm 
(winter) ф  3,000 won <£) 055-934-3000 6 www. 
haeinsa.or.kr ® From Daegu Seobu Bus 
Terminal take the direct bus to
Haeinsa Temple—there are frequent departures 
throughout the day (1 hr 30 min).
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Templestay

M t .  G a y a s a n  N a t io n a l  P a rk

One of the most popular—and 
rewarding—programs for foreign 
residents and visitors to Korea is a stay 
at a Buddhist temple.

These (usually) overnight programs, 
run by the Jogye Order of Korean 
Buddhism, give you unique insight into 
the life of a Buddhist monk. They also 
give you an opportunity, if only for a 
short time, to escape the daily grind and 
appreciate the beauty of living.

Haeinsa is one of many temples that 
opens its door to templestay guests. 
Typically, you will eat with the monks, 
participate in Zen meditation, engage in 
traditional crafts, and participate in 
morning and evening Buddhist chanting 
and bowing ceremonies known as yebul, 
or Homage to the Buddha. You really 
need to be an early riser for this—the 
morning yebul takes place before 
sunrise, usually about 4 am.

For more information on the 
templestay program, call 02-2011-1972. 
Programs usually cost about 50,000-
80,000 won.

Haeinsa Temple sits on the southwest slope 

o f M t. Gayasan 7l°Kf (1,433 m), a beautifu l, 
craggy peak tha t makes fo r a lovely hike i f  

you ’ve got five o r so hours to k il l.  From the 
pe a k , th e re  are b re a th ta k in g  v ie w s  o f 
nearby m ounta ins, inc lud ing  massive M t. 
J ir isan  х1а1У and M t.  Deogyusan In 

the early m orning, the sea o f clouds below 
the peak (weather perm itting) makes fo r an 
inspiring vista.

The m ost p o p u la r  h ik in g  t r a i l  begins 

from  the entrance to  Haeinsa Temple. Just 
past the tem ple’s Iljum un  Gate is the start 
o f the h ik ing  path. M o s t o f the path is quite 

gentle, but the upper reaches, inc lud ing the 
peak, are qu ite  rocky c lif fy  and require a 
good deal o f care. From the peak, you can 

descend th e  w a y  you  cam e o r  v ia  the  
b e a u tifu l Baegundae V a lley  A ll
to g e th e r, i t  sh o u ld  ta ke  you  a b o u t f ive  
hours.
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Palman Daejanggyeong цусцуд
In the temple’s rear courtyard, located above the Daejeokgwangjeon (quite unusual for a 
Korean Buddhist temple, where tradition places the main Dharma Hall highest), is the 
astounding Janggyeong Panjeon 9 3 9 9 , the four halls preserving the Tripitaka Koreana 
and a miracle of medieval Korean science and engineering.

Work on the first edition o f the Tripitaka Koreana began in io n  as a national prayer for 
the Buddha’s protection from invading Manchurian nomads. This copy, completed in 
1087, was sadly destroyed in 1232 when another invading army—the Mongols—invaded 
Korea. Once again seeking the Buddha’s help, the Korean court ordered another copy 
produced. The result, completed in 1251, was the most complete collection of Buddhist 
texts anywhere in the Far East. In 1398, it  was moved to its current location in Haeinsa; 
the halls in which it is now stored are believed to date to the late 15th century.

Woodblocks, naturally, are subject to the elements, and particularly tricky to preserve. 
Yet Janggyeong Panjeon—which has miraculously managed to survive several disasters 
that destroyed the rest o f the temple complex—has done a perfect job in preserving this 
most im portant Korean cultural treasure. Its builders utilized nature and creative 
architectural techniques to create a space where humidity is kept at ideal levels for 
preserving the woodblocks. Its location prevents damp winds from the south and cold 
winds from the north. Its slatted w indows—which are sized differently in the north and 
south halls—ventilate the halls, while its materials absorb excess humidity in the hot 
summer and retain humidity during the dry winter. The blocks themselves were made 
from sturdy birch from southern Korea. The wood was soaked in sea water for two years, 
cut into blocks and then boiled in salt water. Afterwards, they were left exposed to the 
wind for three years, carved and then covered in lacquer to protect against insects.

Not even modern technology has bested the Janggyeong Panjeon—when the 
woodblocks were moved to a newly bu ilt modern storage facility in 1970, they developed 
mildew, and were promptly returned to the ir original storage location.

While you’re in the hall, be sure to gaze out the oval-shaped entrance to the southern 
ha ll—it ’s the Korean sense o f aesthetics at its best.

/////mm
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An d o n g  ° hS

To see the “ real Korea,”  one must head to  Andong. Gyeongju and Jeju Island 
may draw the tourist set, but the provincial town o f Andong— located deep in the 
province o f Gyeongsangbuk-do— is like going back in time. Here, at the center o f 
Korea’s Confucian heartland, the o ld ways coexist and, in some instances, trum p 
the 21st century. Andong is a treasure trove o f artifacts from  the genteel days o f 
the Joseon era, including magnificent Confucian academies and rustic riverside 
villages tha t have changed li t t le  over the centuries. But make no m istake—  
Andong is no tourist trap; it ’s a living, breathing village and home to  a people 
fiercely proud o f their heritage and way o f life.

Andong bills itself as Korea’s “ spiritual cultural capital,”  and there’s no denying 
that the Confucian way o f life still runs strong. Confucianism has had a profound 
effect on Korean culture and still informs a good many o f the social mores of 
modern Korea. Nowhere is this more apparent than in Andong. The locals may 
have traded in their ha n bo k  fo r Western c loth ing, and youngsters may attend 
modern schools, but they m aintain the d ign ity  and grace o f the ir aristocratic 
ancestors.

Andong’s unique cu ltu ra l charm is due to its close association w ith  Korea’s 
yangban  cu ltu re . Part scholar, pa rt government o ff ic ia l, pa rt landowner, the

D osan Seowon, a sta te ly  C onfucian academ y founded in the  16th century
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yangban  formed the elite o f Joseon era society, armed w ith  knowledge o f Chinese 
classics and the in tricate system o f ritua l and etiquette demanded by Joseon’s 
guiding neo-Confucian ideology. Andong was home to many influential yangban  

families, and one o f the Joseon era’s tw o  greatest Confucian scholars, Yi Hwang, 
lived and taught here. Am ong its secluded valleys, great Confucian academies 
were bu ilt, producing many o f the Joseon era’s greatest minds.

Today, Andong is a pleasant provincial town and m ajor regional educational 
center. The yangban  system may be gone, but in the hearts and minds o f Andong, 
aristocracy lives on. In 1999, Queen Elizabeth II celebrated her 73rd birthday 
here. W hile the downtown has little  to  keep your attention, the countryside is a 
cornucopia o f Joseon-era culture. Key destinations include the m ajor Confucian 
academy o f  Dosan Seowon to  the n o rth , the exqu is ite  Buddh ist tem ple o f 
Bongjeong-sa to the northwest, and the Joseon-era hamlet o f Hahoe Village and 
magnificent Byeongsan Seowon Confucian academy to  the west.

D o s a n  S e o w o n  C o n fu c ia n  
A c a d e m y
I t  w ou ld n ’t  be a stretch to  call Andong the 
C a m b r id g e  o f  Jo se o n -e ra  K o re a . The 
rugged mountains o f the northern region o f 
Gyeongsangbuk-do were v ir tu a lly  do tted  

w ith  seowon, private Confucian academies 
e s ta b lis h e d  b y  le a d in g  s c h o la rs  and 

in fluentia l yangban families. From the 15th 
century when these schools firs t appeared, 
to  the ir c losure by the regent Heungseon

D aew ongun  in  1871, the  seowon was a 
backbone o f ru ra l gentry society.

Dosan Seowon, about 30 minutes by bus 

fro m  d o w n to w n  A n d o n g , is b o th  the  
la rg e s t an d  m o s t fa m o u s  o f  K o re a ’s 

seowon. Founded in  1574 by the students 
o f  Y i H w a n g  some fo u r years a fte r the ir 
m e n to r ’s d e a th ,  D o s a n  S e o w o n  is  a 
m a s te rp ie c e  o f  K o re a n  C o n fu c ia n  

a rc h ite c tu re .  T h e  c o m p le x  con s is ts  o f 
numerous classrooms, dorm itories, shrines,



Old testing place, Dosan Seowon (left), Bongjeongsa Temple

p a v ilio n s , co u rtya rd s  and the ve ry  spo t

where seowon students sat fo r the critica l
c iv il service exam inations. I t ’s best to  set

aside a t least a half-day to  wander through
the maze o f  stone walls and tile  roofs and

imagine yangban life  a t its prime.

d i  1.500 won ®  From Andong Bus Terminal, 
take Bus No. 67 to Dosan Seowon.

B o n g je o n g s a  T e m p le
A n d o n g  is n ’ t  g e n e ra lly  associa ted w ith  

B uddh is t cu ltu re , bu t in  Bongjeongsa sits 
one o f  K o re a ’s m ost b e a u tifu l B u dd h is t 
tem p les. S ince i t ’s o ff- th e -b e a te n  p a th , 

Bongjeongsa, unlike other crowded temples, 
can be enjoyed in real peace and serenity.

B ong jeongsa was fo u n d e d  in  67 2  by 
N a tiona l Preceptor Uisang, one o f Korea’s 
greatest Buddhist monks. Legend has it  that 

a paper crane he let loose from  the nearby 
m onastery o f  Buseoksa (see p561) landed 

on th is  spot. Thanks to  its  iso la tio n , the 
temple was spared the ravages o f w a r and 
c iv il unrest, and today represents one o f the 
m o s t s p le n d id  d is p la y s  o f  t r a d i t io n a l  

Korean architecture.
From the parking lo t, i t ’s a pleasant walk 

u p  to  the  tem p le  c o m p le x . Jus t be fo re  

I ljum u n  Gate, w hich separates the secular 
and sp iritua l worlds, there’s a small Korean

pa v ilio n  ove rlook in g  a w a te rfa ll th a t was 

b u ilt in 1665 by students o f Y i Hwang. The 

tem ple itse lf sits a top  a series o f  terraces 
a n d , passing  an im p ress ive  tw o -s to re y  

p a v ilio n , the m a in  co u rtya rd  comes in to  
view. The Daeungjeon cHg2 (Treasure N o. 

55) o r M a in  H a ll, and its stunning orig inal 

murals, are breathtaking. To your le ft is the 

H w aeom  Gangdang (Treasure N o .
448), a study ha ll da ting  from  1588, and 
o v e r lo o k in g  th e  te r ra c e s  is  M a n s e ru  

P av ilion  w h ich  houses the tem ple ’s 
ceremonial musical instruments.

Behind H w aeom  G angdang is anothe r 
c o u rty a rd  fe a tu r in g  G eungnak jeon 
( “ N irvana  H a ll” ), K orea ’s oldest wooden 

b u i ld in g ,  d a t in g  b a c k  to  1 3 6 3  a n d  
designated N ationa l Treasure N o. 15. I t ’s a 

s im p le  e a r th - y e llo w  h a ll w i th  s la tte d  
w indows and no door, and is one o f on ly  a 
handful o f Goryeo-era w ood build ings still 

in  existence. In  fro n t o f the hall is a small 
stone pagoda (dating from  the Goryeo era) 
and the small Gogeumdang H a ll ^ 3 9 ,  bu ilt 

in  1616 and designated Treasure N o. 449.
A  s h o r t  d is ta n c e  f r o m  th e  m a in  

co u rty a rd  is a sm all detached herm itage 
called Yeongsanam З У 9  th a t’s s im ply not 

to  be missed. B u ilt in the 19th century, this 
locale is as close to  N irvana as you ’ re like ly
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to  get. A  fe w  w ea the red  o ld  b u ild in g s , 

exquisitely painted interiors, a breezy open 
courtyard, some gnarled o ld  trees, a small 
perfect stone lan te rn— i t ’s the ep itom e o f 

Korean trad itiona l design. So enchanting is 

the atmosphere tha t it  was featured as the 
f ilm  set fo r the 1989 Buddhist classic. Why 
Has Bodhi-Dharma Left For The East? 
ф  1.500 won. @ The bus to Bongjeongsa leaves 
from Andong Elementary School's front entrance 

(до min).

H a h o e  V i l l a g e  5 l$ lD fS
Andong’s most famous tou ris t a ttraction is, 
un d o u b te d ly , H ahoe V illa g e . T h is  sm all 

h a m le t, a b o u t 30  m inu tes  b y  bus fro m  
d o w n to w n  A n d o n g , s its  on  a be nd  o f  
H w ache on  Stream a tr ib u ta ry  o f the 

m ighty Nakdonggang River. Since the 16th 
century, i t ’s been solely a one-clan village, 

home o f the influential Pungsan Ryu family, 
including Ryu Seong-nyong, the great prime 
minister during the Im jin  War (1592-1598), 

and members o f his family live here to this day.
Th is  id y ll ic  v illage , surrounded by the 

meandering Hwacheon Stream and backed 
by dram atic c liffs , is quite the tou ris t draw 
ca rd , w ith  a ll the  tra p p in g s . T h a t being 

said, i t ’s s till a m ust-v is it site— w andering

Hahoe Mask Dance Drama

around its rom antic  c lay-w alled alleys, or 
s ip p in g  a b o w l o f dongdongju rice 

w ine on the wooden porch o f a century-old 

home, is an unforgettable way to  spend an 
a f te rn o o n .  D e s p ite  the  a b u n d a n c e  o f  
tra d itio n a l Korean homes, some o f  which 

are d e s ig n a te d  tre a su re s , th is  is m ost 
certa in ly no t a “ fo lk  v illage" (even i f  many 

o f the residences have been converted in to  
restaurants and homestay facilities), bu t a 

rea l c o m m u n ity  d a tin g  back som e 500 
years. A  bird's-eye view o f the village from 

B uyongdae “ 8 CH, a c l i f f  across the  r iv e r 
from  the village, is unforgettable.

The village is also famous fo r the Hahoe 
Byeolsin-Gut Tal-Nori o r  H aho e  M ask 

Dance D ram a. The Hahoe M a sk  Dance, 
da ting back to  the Joseon era, is a six-act

Hahoe Village, a typical clan village of the Joseon Dynasty
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sa tire  o f  h ie ra rc h ic a l Joseon s o c ie ty—
lecherous m onks, pedantic scholars, crude

com m oners— co m b in in g  sham anist r itu a l
and popular entertainment. From M arch to

November, there are regular performances

o f the M ask Dance at Hahoe Village (3 pm
S a tu rd a y  and  S und ay  a t f ro m  M a y  to

O ctober, and 3 pm Sunday a t in  M a rch ,
A p ril and Novem ber). The h igh ly  popular

Andong Internationa l M ask Dance Festival

takes place here in  autumn.
^  2.000 won IS Take a bus to  Hahoe Village 
from Andong Bus Terminal (30 min).

B y e o n g s a n  S e o w o n
N o t  fa r  H a h o e  V i l la g e  is B yeon gsan  
Seowon, an o the r o f  A ndo ng ’s C onfuc ian

academies. W hile no t as large o r famous as 
Dosan Seowon, Byeongsan Seowon lacks 

nothing in terms o f  aesthetic beauty. Moved 

to  its  cu rre n t lo ca tio n  in  1572 by Prime 
M in is t e r  R yu  S e o n g -n y o n g  to  t r a in  

s tu d e n ts ,  th is  seowon is se t a g a in s t 
d ra m a tic  c l if fs ,  the  g race fu l lines o f  the 

school bu ild ings and a n a tu ra l backdrop 

said to  resemble a fo ld ing  screen.
Entry in to  Byeongsan Seowon is free but 

i t ’s a b i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  ge t to .  Buses are 

in freque n t; by ta x i,  a t r ip  to  Buyongdae 
c liff, Byeongsan Seowon and Hahoe Village 

can be had fo r about 40,000 w on, and is 

w ell w o rth  it.

Gyeongsangbuk-do isn’t generally known for its food, but Andong is noted for its unique 
cuisine. Perhaps most famous is Andong steamed chicken or Andong jjimdak —chunks 

what to of chicken with potatoes and glass noodles in a sweet and spicy dark sauce. The best place to 
u ' score this is an alley o f restaurants in Andong’s downtown market. A whole chicken will run

you about 15,000 won but it’s enough to feed a party of three or four. More regional 
specialties are Andong salted mackerel {gan godeungeo anc| heotjesabap sw w s or 
“ fake ancestral rites food," steamed and fried foods served on brassware commonly used 
during the jesa or ancestral rites. Like “ true" ancestral rites food, no red pepper is added. 
Andong soju, meanwhile, is one of Korea’s most famous traditional firewaters—at 45% alcohol 
it’s got quite a kick. It comes in beautiful ceramic bottles, and gets better with age. Another 
local beverage is Andong sikhye or fermented rice nectar. While you’re there, Hahoe Village is 
also a good place to eat. Highly recommended is Hadong Gotaek (054-853-3776), a 
century-old home that now serves as a restaurant/inn, with excellent food and an atmosphere 
that can’t be beat.

Like many other provincial towns, downtown Andong is full of cheap inns and motels but 
luxury accommodation is lacking. The swankiest place in town is Andong Park Tourist Hotel 

w"‘r  ВД5 8 5 '.'; (054-859-1500), across from Andong Train Station, where suites are available for
87,000 won. The most culturally rewarding option is a homestay or minbak, in Hahoe Village. 
Usually costing 50,000 won or so, it’s best to reserve a room early, especially in the autumn 
high season. The Korean homepage of Hahoe Village (http://hahoe.or.kr/) has a list of places 
and phone numbers in Korean. The nicest place is lovely Bukchondaek (010-2228-1786, 
www.bukchondaek.com), a 200-year-old house where rooms begin at 200,000 won a night. 
Another upscale option is RakKoJae Hahoe Maeul st$loe (010-8555-1407 1407, h ttp ://rk j. 
co.kr), a beautiful collection of thatched roof homes where rooms begin at 160,000 won a night.

Andong can be reached via train or bus. Frequent buses to Andong leave from Dong Seoul 
Terminal and take about 3 hours. If rail is more your style, trains to Andong depart from 

“  Seoul’s Cheongnyangni Station eight times a day. The trip takes four hours.

http://hahoe.or.kr/
http://www.bukchondaek.com
http://rkj
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K o re a n  C o n fu c ia n is m

It’s often said that Korea is the world's most Confucian 
nation. Given the impact the philosophical system has 
had on Korean culture and society, it’s a claim that’s hard 
to dispute.

Confucianism—or yuyyo in Korean—is a system of 
ethics and philosophy based on the moral, religious 
and political teachings of the Chinese philosopher Kong 
Zi ( 5 5 1 - 4 7 9  BC), better known in the West by his 
Latinized name, Confucius. At its heart, Confucianism is 
a highly humanistic system that seeks to develop 
benevolence through the development o f personal 
character. Great emphasis is placed on learning, 
interpersonal relationships, respect for your elders, 
trad ition and relations between rulers and the ruled.

Confucianism has been part o f the Korean cultural 
landscape going back to at least the Three Kingdoms period. Until the joseon Dynasty, 
however, Confucianism’s impact was limited largely to the administrative sphere, while 
the state religion o f Buddhism had a much greater cultural and social impact.

This changed in 1392, when Gen. Yi Seong-gye launched a coup and, w ith the support of 
Confucian officials, founded the Joseon Dynasty. Under its Confucian elites, the new 
dynasty revolutionized Korea—Buddhism was sidelined, and all aspects o f society were 
reorganized along Confucian lines. Joseon’s rulers favored a school o f thought known as 
Neo-Confucianism, a form of Confucianism that borrowed spiritual and metaphysical 
elements o f Taosim and Buddhism. On the throne sat an absolute king assisted by a court 
of scholar-officials schooled in Confucian learning. At the top of the social ladder was a 
class o f scholar elites known as yangban who, at least in theory, owed their position to 
their mastery o f the Confucian classics. Great emphasis was placed on rites and 
ceremonies, especially rites to honor ancestors. In the arts, the more ostentatiously ornate 
designs favored by previous dynasties were replaced by simpler, more rustic motifs.

Korean Confucianism underwent a Golden Age in the 16th century with the appearance of 
its two greatest scholars, “ Toegye”  Yi Hwang (1501-1570) and “ Yulgok”  Yi I (1536-1584). Yi 
Hwang, who was born and educated in Andong, spent 40 years of his life in public service, 
and used much o f the rest to pen countless essays and commentaries on Neo-Confucian 
philosophy. More on Yi I, meanwhile, can be found on P 2 5 9 .  Confucianism underwent a 
second Golden Age in the 17th and 18th centuries during the silhak movement (see P203).

Confucianism’s role as a ruling ideology ended w ith the collapse o f the Joseon Dynasty 
in 1910. Today, very few Koreans would identify themselves as Confucianist, but 
Confucianism’s impact on Korean culture and society is still very much in evidence. 
Koreans’ famous th irs t for education is a Confucian legacy, as is the culture of test-taking 
in Korean schools. Age, seniority and rank are very im portant in Korean society, 
especially at the workplace. Once regarded as an impediment to Korean development, 
scholars now praise the Confucian work ethic and educational spirit as key to the 
nation’s phenomenal economic growth over the last century.

Andong's Byeongsan Seowon, one of the many 
Confucian academies built throughout Korea 
during the Joseon Dynasty
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One town over to the west o f Andong is Yecheon, another old yangban village. A pleasant 

enough piece o f rural Korea it  may be, but the real reason you'd want to come here is to  check 

out the scenic riverbend village o f Hoeryongpo o r sip some m ilky rice wine at Samgang Jumak.

H o e r y o n g p o  S IS5
L ik e  its  m o re  fam ous co u s in , A n d o n g ’s 
H a h o e  V i l la g e  (a n d  th e  less fa m o u s  

Museom Village in  Yeongju), Hoeryongpo 
is a beautiful riverbend village o f the kind 

found along the meandering Nakdonggang 
R ive r and its  tr ib u ta r ie s . The river, 

v i l la g e ,  f ie ld s ,  m o u n ta in s  a n d  sky  
harmonize to  fo rm  a charm ing vista. Unlike 
Hahoe Village, though, it ’s no t overrun by 

to u r is ts  and to u r is t  fa c il it ie s . In  recent 
years, Yecheon has been w o rk in g  hard to 

a ttra c t to u ris ts , so on a weekend, yo u ’ ll 
f in d  a good m any v is ito rs  (b u t nowhere 

near the am ount you ’ l l  find  in Andong). If 
yo u ’ re lo o k in g  fo r  som eth ing “ p r is t in e ,”  
this m igh t f i t  the b ill.

T h e re ’s n o t a w h o le  lo t  to  see in  the 
village itself— also in contrast to  ultra-elite 
Hahoe Village, Hoeryongpo was and still is 

a small com m unity o f humble farmers who 
g row  rice, red peppers and watermelon.

T h a t said, it  has a beautiful sandy beach, 
and access to  the village is lim ited  to  the 
so-called “ Ppyongppyong Bridge М В Д ,”  

made o f scaffo ld ing metal. The scenery is 
re a lly  q u ite  b e a u t i fu l,  an d  e x tre m e ly  
peace fu l— n o th in g  b u t the  sound o f  the 

crystal clear river and cool autumn breeze.
0  From Yecheon Bus Terminal, take a bus to the 
smaller town of Yonggung 8 5  (20 min), then take

a taxi to Jangansa Temple s e w  (5 min), and 
from  there follow the path to the observation 
point.

S a m g a n g  J u m a k
Samgang Jum ak— b u ilt  a b o u t 100 years 

ago on the bank o f the confluence o f the 
N akdonggang R iver and Naeseongcheon 

and Geumcheon streams— was run by Yoo 
Yok-yeon fo r about 70 years un til she passed 

away at the age o f 90 in  2005. A  jumak is a 
t ra d it io n a l K orean p u b /in n — d u r in g  the 
Joseon Dynasty, such places o f hosp ita lity  

could be found all over Korea, particularly 
on major travel routes fo r yangban going to 

the ro ya l ca p ita l to  take the c iv il service 
e x a m . W ith  K o re a ’s m o d e rn iz a t io n ,  

how ever, jumak d isappeared ; Y oo ’s was 
pretty much the only one left.

A fte r her death, however, the venerable 

ins titu tion  was le ft empty and fell in to  a sad 
state o f d isrepair u n til the county stepped 
in. Operated now by Yecheon-gun, i t ’s back 

d o in g  w h a t  i t  u se d  to  d o — s e rv in g  
makgeolli, dongdongju and K orean  pub 

food. The tree behind the pub, incidentally, 
is about 200 years old.
®  From Yecheon Station, take a local bus to 
Samgang 55. The bus passes through the towns 
of Pungyang and Yeongsun, and takes about 40 
minutes. If you're visiting Hoeryongpo, however, 
it may be easier just to take a cab from 
Yonggung.
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MUNGYEONG

L o ca te d  in  the  fo o th i l ls  o f  Sobaeksan M o u n ta in s  in  the  p ro v in c e  o f 
G yeongsangbuk-do, the to w n  o f M ungyeong is a m ost underra ted scenic 
destination. W hat it  lacks in name recognition, it  makes up fo r in small-town 
charm, history and pristine mountain scenery. Koreans know  it  m ostly fo r the 
beau tifu l M ungyeong Saejae Pass, a h is to ric  tho rough fa re  th a t once linked 
southeast Korea w ith  the cap ita l area, bu t the re ’s m uch m ore to  the tow n , 
including one o f Korea’s most in triguing Buddhist temples and some o f the best 
hiking destinations you’ve never heard of.

Mungyeong Saejae Pass £3*н*н
M ungyeong ’s biggest d raw ing  card is the 
fabled Saejae Pass, h is to rica lly  one o f the 
fe w  passes th r o u g h  th e  S o b a e k s a n  

M o u n ta in s , w h ic h  separate  the  ce n tra l 
C h u n g c h e o n g  p r o v in c e s  f r o m  th e  

southeastern Yeongnam  reg ion  ( i.e ., the 
G yeongsang-do p rov inces). I t  is fo r  th is  
reason that the tow n  has long been called 

the “ G a tew ay to  Y eon gna m .”  The area 
around the pass is now  Mungyeong Saejae 

Provincial Park

T h e  Saejae, l i te ra l ly  “ B ird  Pass,”  is a 
n a rrow  passageway flanked on both sides 

by to w e r in g  peaks. Besides its  ob v io u s  
econom ic and social im portance, the pass 
was also a p ivo ta l stra tegic p o in t fo r the 

defense o f  the cap ita l region. A t no tim e 
w as th is  b e tte r i l lu s t ra te d  th a n  in  the  

op en ing  stages o f  the Im jin  W ar (1 5 9 2 - 
1598), when the Korean commander Gen. 

S in  L ip  in e x p l i c a b ly  l e f t  th e  pass 
u n d e fe n d e d , a l lo w in g  tw o  Jap anese  
columns to  converge on him  on the plains
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o f  C h u n g ju , w here he and his defenders 
were slaughtered to  the last man.

A fte r the Im jin  War, Korea’s rulers were 

determ ined no t to  repeat the m istake and 
bu ilt a series o f fortifica tions to defend the 

pass. The three fortress walls remain to  this 
day, w ith  la te r re s to ra tio n  w o rk  ha v in g  
returned them to  the ir fo rm er glory. I t ’s a 

3.4 km  w a lk from  the first fortress w a ll to  
the th ird— the path takes you past imposing 

fortress gates, green forests, cool m ounta in 
streams and dramatic stone peaks.

T h e  pass is b o unde d  on  one s ide by 

m a jestic M t.  Juheulsan a t 1,106 m 
and the other by M t. Joryeongsan at

Second Gate, Mungyeong Saejae

1,024 m. M t. Juheulsan is by far the easier 

and more popular hike— the tra il takes you 

past the Buddhist temple o f Hyeguksa 
and the peak o ffe rs ou ts tand ing  views o f 
the surrounding peaks and countryside. The 

h ike takes ab ou t five  hours. Joryeongsan 
can be hiked in fou r hours. The rocky peak 

o f Bubong “ S- can also be hiked.
M u n g ye o n g  Saejae P ro v in c ia l P ark is 

also home to  a large f ilm  set used by the 

K orean  T V  p ro d u ce r KBS. The set also 
serves as a fo lk  village, w ith  the o rder o f 

the  day be ing  a G o rye o -e ra  pa lace and 
residential architecture. The set is, in  fact, 
one o f the largest o f its k ind  in  the w orld .
0  From Jeomchon City Bus Terminal збшддоиа, 
take Bus No. 100 (50 min).

Bongamsa Temple §УЛ1
F ounded  in  the  la te  n in th  ce n tu ry , the 
Buddhist monastery o f Bongamsa is, simply 

put, magical. In  this remote valley deep in 
the mountains o f the central Korean tow n 
o f  M u n g y e o n g , p r is t in e  n a tu re , scen ic 

beauty and s p ir itu a l energy converge to 
produce a hidden wonderland that is both 
entrancing and o th e rw orld ly . I t ’s a charm 

enhanced and p ro tec ted  by the tem p le ’s



A true hidden gem, Bongamsa Temple is open to the public only once a year.

special status: designated by Korea’s Jogye 
O rd e r o f  Korean B uddh ism  as a specia l 

meditation center and tra in ing  members o f 
the order, it is closed to  the public fo r 364 

days a year. O nly on the Buddha’s B irthday 
does it  open its gates, making a v is it a once- 

in-a-year experience.
A  short w a lk from  the temple brings you 

to  a m ost id y ll ic  spo t, the p ris tin e  va lley 
stream o f Baegundae Here is one and 
e v e ry th in g : trees, s tone, w a te r and  the  

occasional sound o f the m oktak, a Buddhist 
w ood block. The monks use Baegundae as a 

re la x a t io n  and m e d ia t io n  s p o t. L i t t le  
w onder why, either— the tra n q u ility  o f the 

stream, surrounded as it  is by th ick forests, 
is absolutely sublime. Some o f the granite 
slabs, rocks and boulders sport carvings o f 

Chinese characters. One rock face features a

re lie f o f  a Bodhisattva, carved in  the late 
Goryeo era (918-1392). A ll o f this serves to  

complement the natural beauty o f the valley.
A  fina l note: Bongamsa is open bu t just 

once a year— we cannot stress this enough. 

V is it  on any day o th e r  th a n  B u d d h a ’s 
B irthday  and you w ill be turned aw ay at 

the gate, no questions asked. D on’t  plan on 
h i k i n g  M t .  H u iy a n g s a n  f r o m  th e  

M ungyeong side, e ither— the m onks have 
closed o f f  the paths (you can, however, hike 
i t  from  the Goesan side).
®  In Jeom chon, head to the  c ity bus term inal 
and take a bus to Bongamsa. Buses depart from 
Jeom chon at 7:40, 9:40, 1:40, 5:40 and 7:10 
pm. The trip takes about 30 minutes, but on the 
Buddha's Birthday, traffic spikes considerably 
and the bus drops you off on the main road— it's 
another 20 minute walk to the temple. Shuttle 
buses are In operation, though.

You’ll find plenty of restaurants in front of Mungyeong Saejae Provincial Park. One particularly 
nice place is Somunnan Sikdang (054-572-2255), which does a local specialty called
mukjobap (б.ооо won), millet rice with acorn jelly. WH,rro

Ea t

Q
There are plenty of cheap inns and motels in front of jeomchon Station, jeomcheon Intercity 
Bus Terminal and Mungyeong Saejae. The nicest places, however, are around Mungyeong 
Oncheon S3SS (054-571-2002), the hot springs resort a few kilometers south of Mungyeong WHS" ‘ T0 
Saejae. Mungyeongsaejae Youth Hostel (054-571-5533, www.saejae-yh.co.kr)
is conveniently located in front o f Mungyeong Saejae Provincial Park, and has rooms 
beginning at 14,000 won.

Buses to Mungyeong leave from Seoul’s Dongseoul Bus Terminal. The trip takes about two 
hours. Mungyeong’s intercity bus terminal is located in Jeomchon s s , Mungyeong’s new 
“downtown" area. The city bus terminal is a short taxi ride from the intercity te rm in a l- it ’s 
here that you can find buses to other locales in the city.

http://www.saejae-yh.co.kr
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B u s e o k s a  T e m p l e

I f  asked about the single greatest piece o f architecture existing in Korea today, one 
w o u ld , w ith o u t hes ita tion , answer Buseoksa Temple. S im ply pu t, Buseoksa 
(“ Temple o f the Floating Rock” ) is a perfect architectural expression o f Buddhism, 
each terrace and angle shedding new light on the nature o f existence itself.

Buseoksa Temple is located on the southern slope o f M t. Bonghwasan SSRi, 
w ith  a commanding view o f the surrounding Sobaeksan Mountains separating the 
provinces o f Gyeongsangbuk-do and Gangwon-do. It was founded in 676 A D  by 
U isang, one o f K o rea ’s greatest B uddh is t scholars and a p ro g e n ito r o f  the 
Hwaeom (Avatamsaka) sect in Korea.

According to  legend, a young woman by the name o f Shan-miao fell in love 
w ith  the monk while he was studying in China. When Uisang returned to  Korea, 
Shan-miao threw  herself in to  the sea, where she transformed in to  a protective 
dragon. When villagers refused to  clear the spot selected for Buseoksa by Uisang, 
the she-dragon persuaded the stubborn locals to  relocate by threatening to  crush 
them w ith  a boulder. The rock, which seems to  float in the air, is still there, and it 
is from  this legend that the temple takes its name.

The temple has had remarkably good fortune. In 1916, while repairs on the

The Buddhist temple of Buseoksa may be Korea's most stunning.
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ce n tra l M u rya n g su je o n  H a ll were be ing co n du c te d , reco rds  were
discovered indicating it  was last reconstructed in 1376, m aking it  the second 
oldest surviving wooden build ing in Korea, and one o f only a handful o f wooden 
structures dating from  the Goryeo era. Further up on the m ountain is another 
small hall, the Josadang also bu ilt in the late Goryeo era.

1 0 8  Steps
A ny v is it to  Buseoksa begins w ith  the hike 
to  th e  te m p le  i t s e l f .  T h e  p a th  to  the  
com p lex  is preceded by a series o f  108 

stone steps that pass th rough a succession 

o f gates. The num ber 108 is s ig n ifica n t: 
a c c o rd in g  to  B u d d h is m , m a n k in d  is 

a fflic te d  w ith  108 de filem en ts— glu ttony , 
quarrelsomeness and lechcrousness being 
am ong them . The steps, acco rd ing ly , are 

d iv id e d  in to  n in e  b lo c k s , s y m b o lic a lly  
representing the nine degrees o f  reb irth  o f 
Pure Land Buddhism. Accord ingly, as you 

ascend the steps, you sym bolically shed the 
108 defilements and pass through the nine 
degrees o f  re b ir th  u n til you f in a lly  enter 
N irvana.

N ir v a n a  L a n d
Just before you reach the m ain courtyard, 
you pass under a wooden gateway/pavilion 
kn o w n  as A nyangm un У У "  o r “ N irvana  

G a te .”  As you pass th ro u g h , N irv a n a —

108 Steps. Buseoksa Temple



Sunset over Mt. Sobaeksan, Buseoksa Temple

rep resen ted  by M u ry a n g s u je o n  H a l l—  
gradually comes in to  view. Once you arrive, 

a m ost spectacu lar v iew  greets you— the 
countless peaks o f the Sobaeksan Mountains.

A t  the  heart o f  th is  N irv a n a  w o r ld  is 

M u ryangsu jeon  H a ll,  N a tio n a l Treasure 

N o .  1 8 . T h e  h a l l ,  w i t h  i t s  s im p le  

adornm ent, presents an e ffortless re fined 
d ig n i t y .  I t  is  n o b le  y e t in v i t i n g ,  an 
a rc h ite c tu ra l exp re ss io n  o f  Pure Land 

Buddhism, an embodiment o f its concept o f 
Western Paradise. Appropriately, enshrined

in  th e  w e s te rn  e n d  o f  th e  h a l l  is  a 
m a g n if ic e n t c la y  s ta tu e  o f  A m ita b h a  
B u d d h a , th e  B u d d h a  o f  th e  W e s te rn  

Paradise. I t  is the  o ld e s t c la y  s ta tue  in  
Korea and N ationa l Treasure N o. 45.

In f r o n t  o f  M u ry a n g s u je o n  H a ll is a 

handsom e stone lan te rn  d a tin g  fro m  the 

Unified Silla period. W ith  its fine ly carved 
lotus leaf pedestal and Bodhisattva reliefs, it 

is a masterpiece o f Silla art. The lantern is 
designated N ationa l Treasure N o. 17.

лаз* Yeongju is famous for its ginseng and its apple harvest in autumn—you should be able to 
Т У  purchase apples along the path to the temple. If you’d prefer to reach Nirvana a bit early, stalls
whaito along the way sell—by the cup—milky Korean rice wine or dongdongju, with added ginseng. 

Like most major Buddhist temples, there’s a number of good restaurants near the temple 
parking lot. Buseoksa Sikdang (054-633-3317) does a really good gangodeungeo
jeongsik У 2501 S ' (about 10,000 won a person)-rice, soup and plenty of side dishes along 
with salted mackerel, a regional specialty. You can also try insam mukbap a mixed rice 
dish with ginseng and acorn jelly, for 6,000 won a person.

f t Rich Hotel 21*1^ (054-638-7070) near Yeongju Station is adequate for 40,000 won a night. 
There are a couple of cheaper but dingier options near Yeongju Station as well.

Buseoksa Temple is best approached via the provincial city of Yeongju in Gyeongsangbuk-do. 
You can reach Yeongju via bus from Seoul’s Dong Seoul Terminal or Express Bus Terminal (2 

Transport hrs 30 min). Or take a train from Seoul’s Cheongnyangni Station (3 hrs 30 min), the scenery 
,NF0 being particularly nice in autumn.

From Yeongju, there are frequent city buses to Buseoksa-it’s probably easiest to catch the 
one that leaves from the bus stop opposite Yeongju Intercity Bus Terminal. If you’ve arrived by 
train, taking a taxi from Yeongju Station to Yeongju City Bus Terminal is best.
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U ljin 8 У

One o f the nicer spots to  spend a w inter weekend is the small east coast town o f 
U ljin -gun , in the province o f Gyeongsangbuk-do. A small fish ing com m unity 
some five hours away from  Seoul by bus, this is about as far removed from the 
madding crowds o f Seoul and Busan as one can get in the Republic o f Korea. It 
has a q u a in t p ro v in c ia l feel th a t is as re la x in g  and re in v ig o ra tin g  as i t  is 
disarmingly charming. From the beautiful vistas o f the East Sea, backed by the 
majestic peaks o f the Taebaeksan M ounta in  Range, to  soaking in both the water 
and splendid scenery o f the outdoor bath o f Deokgu Spa, U ljin  provides plenty o f 
ways to  recharge both the m ind and spirit.

C ra b  K in g d o m  daege U ljin— and much o f the rest o f the

The northern part o f U ljin  is dom inated by East Sea coast— lives on the back o f th is

the m in o r transporta tion hub o f Bugu sweet and succulent crustacean that thrives in
and the small fishing village o f Jukbyeon ^  the cold waters o f the N orth  Pacific Ocean.

S. A bou t a 20 m inute bus ride from  U ljin  Jukbyeon is a place you w an t to v isit in 

Bus Term ina l, Jukbyeon is a m a jo r center the m o rn in g . Head by the w a te r fro n t at
fo r  K o re a ’s tra d e  in  snow  cra bs , ca lled  around 9 am to  see the da ily  crab market,

Port of Jukbyeon



where fishermen and restaurateurs haggle 
o ve r the m o rn in g ’s ca tch . T h is  is a fu l l  

s e n so ry  e x p e rie n c e — th e  p o r t  area  is 
s u rro u n d e d , u n s u rp r is in g ly , by a to n  o f 

restauran ts specia liz ing  in — you  guessed 
i t— crab. W inter is a good tim e fo r seafood, 

and nothing quite beats a delicious steamed 
crab on a w indy w in te r day on the East Sea 

coast. C rab  prices vary  fro m  day to  day 
depending on the catch , b u t m ost o f  the 

time, one crab w ill run you anywhere from
7,000 won to  30,000 won.

A ls o  n e a rb y ,  s i t t i n g  a to p  a h i l l  

o v e rlo o k in g  the ha rbo r, is the Jukbyeon 
Lighthouse, a beautiful w hite  structure bu ilt 

in 1910 and once the film  set fo r the KBS 
T V  drama Into the Storm. The setting, a 

lovely house perched on a c l i f f  overlooking 
the East Sea, is a very ro m a n tic  spo t fo r 

bo th  couples o r singles look ing  fo r  a quiet 
place to  reflect.

Uljin takes its crabs seriously.

H u p o  &  t h e  E a s t  S e a  P a v i l io n s
A bou t a 45 m inute bus ride south o f U ljin  
Bus Term ina l is the p o rt o f H upo , where 

there is a w eek ly  passenger fe rry  to  the 
is la n d  o f  U lle u n g d o  (d a ily  in  sum m er 

m o n th s ) . T h is  h a rb o r , lo c a te d  in  the 
extreme south o f U ljin  almost on the border 

w ith  Yeongdeok-gun, has a m a jo r seafood 
market ( if  you missed the crabs in  Jukbyeon 

you can get them here) th a t a ttrac ts  

visitors from  a ll over the province. Superb 
views o f the po rt can be had from  the H upo 

L igh thouse, a handsom e h il lto p  b u ild in g  
b u ilt in  1968.

T h e  bus r id e  to  H u p o  is a re la x in g  
experience in  itself. The route passes by the 
beau tifu l G iseong M angyang 
and Gusan beaches ^ *1 1 4 ^9 , some o f the 

finest on Korea’s east coast. A long Giseong 
M a n g y a n g  B e a ch , y o u  can  see s p o r t  
fishermen sitting atop craggy rocks battered 

by the whitecaps o f the w in te r sea. A t the 

Port of Hupo



Mangyangjeong Pavilion provides beautiful views of the East Sea.

sandy Gusan Beach, sit and w atch as the 
tide  ro lls  in , s taring ou t upon the d istant 
horizon— an opportun ity  rarely afforded in 

mountainous Korea.
A long the coast between U ljin  and H upo  

are several beautiful Korean pavilions that 
o v e r lo o k  the  East Sea. The M a n g y a n g 
jeong Pavilion a few minutes south o f 

d o w n to w n  U lj in ,  p rov ides a pa n o ra m ic  

view o f the East Sea and is an outstanding 
spot fro m  w h ich  to  enjoy the sunrise. So 
b e a u t i fu l  th e  v ie w  is , in  fa c t ,  th a t  is 

considered one o f the eight most beautifu l 
scenes o f  th e  G w a n d o n g  re g io n  (th e  
n o r th e rn  East Sea re g io n , c e n te r in g  on 

Gangwon-do). Further south tow ard  H upo, 
in the small com m unity o f Pyeonghae-eup, 
is W olsong jeong P av ilion . T h is  p a v ilio n , 

to o , was counted  am ong the G w andong  
re g io n ’s e ig h t m o s t b e a u t ifu l scenes, 
surrounded by a beautiful v irg in  forest and 

provid ing a lovely view o f the East Sea.

B u ly e o n g  V a l le y  
&  B u ly e o n g s a  T e m p le  S'SM
A  sm all B uddh is t nunnery a t the fo o t o f 
M t.  Cheonchuksan Bulyeongsa is a 

p leasant enough place , espec ia lly  w hen 
trees tu rn  co lo r in autumn. The reflecting 
pool— actually a lotus pond in  summer— is 

especially photogenic. In  fact, the tem ple

takes its name, which means “ Temple o f the 

B uddha ’s R e fle c tio n ," fro m  the pond, in 
w h ich  the re flec tion  o f  a Buddha-shaped 

r o c k  f r o m  th e  r id g e  o f  o n e  o f  th e  

surrounding peaks may be seen.
W hat makes the visit to  Bulyeongsa most 

rew ard ing , however, is the ride to  it. The 

te m p le  s its  a t the b o tto m  o f  B u lyeon g  
Valley, a tw isting river gorge cutting its way 
th rough the Taebaeksan M o un ta in  Range 

to  the East Sea. The road twists and turns 
along w ith  it, provid ing great views, i f  a b it 

o f a queasy stomach. The road— N ationa l 
Road N o . 36, link ing  U ljin  w ith  the tow n 
o f Bonghwa— was constructed in  the 1980s 

by Korean A rm y engineers.
0  Take a bus from Uljin Bus Terminal to 
Bulyeongsa Temple (30 min).

Bulyeongsa Temple, at the bottom of the Bulyeongsa Valley



D a e g u  &  G y e o n g s a n g b u k - d o  5 6 7

H o t  S p r in g s
As sp iritua lly  revita liz ing that strolls along 

the w in ter beach may be, the flesh may need 

m o re— th is  is w here  U l j in ’s fam ous h o t 
springs come in. The tow n is home to  not 
just one but tw o  m ajor spa resorts. Baegam 

Spa fou nde d  by the  Japanese in
1913, is Korea’s on ly  radioactive sulfur spa. 

Nestled on the slopes o f M t. Baegamsan HJ®  
У  (1,004 m), this spa has tons o f places to 

stay and soak in the water, which is rich in 
potassium chloride, sodium hydroxide and 

m agnesium  h y d ro x id e , and is said to  be 
good fo r various nervous disorders, arthritis, 
arteriosclerosis, stomach disorders and many 

other ailments. I t ’s also good fo r soothing 
muscles fatigued from  the da ily grind.

The newer Deokgu Spaworld 
on the other hand, is Korea’s on ly  natural 

o p e n -a ir  spa. I f  y o u ’ re a ccu s tom e d  to  
playing w ith  macaque monkeys in natura l 

J a p a n e s e  h o t  s p r in g s ,  y o u  m a y  be 
d isappoin ted, bu t i t ’s a w o rld  apart from  
your neighborhood bathhouse. Surrounded 

by b e a u t ifu l m o u n ta in s  th a t becom e a

D e o k g u  S p a w o rld  

w in te r  w o n d e rla n d  a fte r  a heavy snow, 

Deokgu Spa is the place to  come to  soak 
and e n jo y  the b e a u tifu l o u td o o rs  a t the 

same time. You’d be hard-pressed to  find  a 
m o re  re la x in g ly  b lis s fu l w a y  to  pass a 
w in te r afternoon.
ф  Admission to Hanwha Resort Baegam Hot 

Springs (6 am to 9 pm; 10 pm on weekends) is
9.000 won. Deokgu Spaworld ^  (g am to 
10 pm), a massive spa complex that takes care 
of all your hot water needs, costs 7,000 won for 
the baths only, but 25,000 won (peak season) 
will get you into the baths, other spa pools 
including the outdoor pool, gl Buses to the 
Baegam and Deokgu spring areas depart from 
Uljin Bus Terminal. You can also find direct 
buses to / from Seoul's Dong Seoul Bus 
Terminal.

Uljin is best known for its snow crab, and the best places to dine are the ports of jukbyeon and 
Hupo, where you’ll find plenty of seafood restaurants, including a big seafood center (shaped 

ur like a boat) in Hupo. The town holds a crab festival in late February-early March, so this is the 
best time to go if eating is your objective.

Q The best places to stay in Uljin are the hot spring districts, although these can book up in late 
summer and winter peak seasons. Western-style rooms at Backam Springs Hotel 

WST*yT° (°54-787-3007, www.springshotel.co.kr [KRD begin at 55,000 won a night during peak 
season. Baegam Oncheon Hotel Phoenix HJiySSSEs Шча (054-787-3006, baekam-hotspa. 
co.kr) is a pleasant place to stay with Western-style rooms beginning at 65,000 won in peak 
season. If you’ve got a family, try Hanwha Resort-Baegam Spa «gysy (054.787-
7001), where Western rooms for five go for 237,999 won in the peak season (rates come down 
considerably off-peak). Twin rooms at Hotel Deokgu part of Deokgu Spaworld, start
at 150,000 won during peak season.

j p  From Seoul, buses to Uljin depart from Dong Seoul Bus Terminal (5 hrs). From Daegu, buses to 
Uljin depart from Dongbu Bus Terminal (4 hrs 40 min).

http://www.springshotel.co.kr
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Ju w a n g s a n  N a t io n a l  P a r k

The rugged agricu ltura l tow n o f Cheongsong is, well, o f f  the beaten path. 
Trains don’t run here. Buses from  Seoul are infrequent, and travel time is long 
thanks to  the high, verdant mountains that dominate this region o f southeastern 
Korea. It is famous fo r its apples— which are about as big as an infant’s head—  
and, more notoriously, for its prison, reputedly the most heavily guarded in Korea.

I t  is also famous for its autumn scenery, some o f the most spectacular in all 
Korea. On your average autumn Saturday or Sunday, M t. Juwangsan National 
Park is overrun w ith  hikers who come to  see the park’s stunning foliage, fantastic 
rock  fo rm a tio n s  and enchanting  w a te rfa lls . The m ysterious Jusan ji Pond, 
meanwhile, mesmerizes visitors w ith  the surreal imagery o f snarled trees rising 
from  the misty lake, like claws grasping at the early m orning sky. I f  you’re w illing  
to  make the rugged four and a ha lf hour bus trek, you couldn’t  ask fo r a better 
autumn weekend getaway from  Seoul.

Hikers enjoying the autumn foliage of Daejeonsa Temple and Mt. Juwangsan
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■  Juwangsan Spa Tourist Hotel

0  Cheongsong 
County Office

gsong Bus Terminal

•  Cheongsongho Lake

i 4  Mt. Daedunsan

Gisa Reservoir <

Daejeonsa Q  
Temple

i s  Juwangsan 
National Park

•  Gamebong

Juwangam Hermitage

is Mt. Juwangsan

M t .  J u w a n g s a n
Even i f  yo u ’ re n o t the  m o u n ta in -h ik in g  
type , M t .  Juw angsan is w e ll w o rth  you r 
t im e . W h ile  p e a k -b a g g e rs  a re  fre e  to  

challenge the m ounta in ’s granite summits, 
most visitors op t fo r a leisurely s tro ll up the 

Jubang  V a lley  w h ich  cuts a path
through the m iddle o f the park. A long the 
w ay , y o u 're  tre a te d  to  a b re a th ta k in g  

display o f sheer canyons and crysta l-clear 
streams that have carved a variety o f pools 
and w a te rfa lls  fro m  the sm ooth  g ran ite . 

Above your head, craggy rock form ations, 
c liffs  and peaks add to  the natural splendor.

To enjoy M t. Juwangsan at its very best, 

ho w e ve r, yo u  have to  v is it  in  a u tu m n . 
W hen  th e  fo lia g e  is a t i ts  z e n ith ,  the 

mountainsides become a b rillia n t display o f 
b r ig h t c rim so n  and g o ld . T h ro w  in  the 
other colors— the aquamarine pools, silver 

rock  w a lls , and the gaudy bu t functiona l 
a t t ir e  o f  a g o o d  p o r t io n  o f  th e  h ik in g  
p o p u la t io n — and y o u  can  s u ffe r  fro m

Ц 0

Morning Clouds

If you can get up early, visit the park at 
daybreak, when the clouds and fog 
accumulate at the base of the rocky 
peaks.

Apple Dongdongju

Many of the restaurants in front of 
Daejeonsa sell dongdongju : —a 
variation of the favorite Korean rice beer 
mokgeo///—infused with apple, jujube 
and Korean bellflower root (deodeok уу ).
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sensory overload.
The main tra il takes you past a couple o f 

spo ts o f  h is to r ic a l in te re s t, to o . A t  the 
e n tra n ce  to  Ju b a n g  V a lle y  t r a i l  is the  
ancient Buddhist temple o f Daejeonsa 
famous fo r its stupendous setting, the rock 

peaks o f M t. Juwangsan fo rm ing a fo ld ing 
screen-esque backdrop. A lso o f  interest is 
Juwangam a small hermitage where, 

it  is said, Juwang— a nobleman from  Tang 
C hina and the m oun ta in ’s namesake— hid 
fo l lo w in g  a fa ile d  u p r is in g  a g a in s t the 

Chinese emperor.
&  3.200 won ffl There are frequent local buses 
a day, several each hour, from downtown 
Cheongsong to Juwangsan (20 min)

H ik in g  Co u r s e

Daejeonsa Temple — ► is t Waterfall 
(and Juwangam Hermitage) — >• 2nd 
Waterfall — ► 3rd Waterfall — * .  Return 
to Daejeonsa. (approx. 4 hrs)

Jusanji Pond ^ * 1
Ju s a n ji P ond is the  v e ry  d e f in i t io n  o f
“ hidden treasure.”  Or, a t least, i t  was. N o t

even a decade ago, ha rd ly  anyone besides
locals knew  i t  even existed. Then Korean

auteur K im  K i-duk came to  tow n  to  shoot
his 2003 a rt house classic, Spring, Summer,
Hall, Winter...and Spring. Using the pond as
the f ilm ’s main setting, K im  put it  on tourist
maps, although luckily, Cheongsong’s (and

the p o n d ’s!) general is o la tio n  p reven t it
fro m  be ing  o ve rru n  by v is ito rs . A m ong

photographers and nature connoisseurs, it
is  c o n s id e re d  o n e  o f  K o r e a ’ s m o s t

picturesque sites.
Technically speaking, Jusanji Pond is an

a g r ic u ltu ra l re se rvo ir, f i r s t  co n s tru c te d

between 1720 and 1721. Located w ith in
the con fines o f  M t.  Juwangsan N a tio n a l

Park, the pond is ringed by dense forests
and hillsides tha t enhance an atmosphere o f

otherworldliness. The banks are lined w ith
gnarled w illo w  trees, the roots o f which are
submerged beneath the pond’s surface when
water levels are high enough (as they are in

spring and the summer ra iny season). In  the
early m o rn ing  hours, when fog covers the
pond surface, the view is beyond surreal.

T h e  best t im e  to  go is  ju s t  p r io r  to
sunrise. T h is  m ig h t re q u ire  a re la tiv e ly
expensive 20 minute tax i ride, but i f  you ’ve

made i t  th is far, you m igh t as well splurge.
8  To get to Jusanji Pond by bus, take a local bus 
from Cheongsong to ljeon-ri. From there, take 
the trail to the pond—it’s just over 1 km.



An 18th century reservoir, Jusanji Pond is a must-visit in the morning when the lake is covered in fog.

Downtown Cheongsong and Mt. Juwangsan National Park are home to several inns and 
motels. Mt. Juwangsan Spa Tourist Hotel (054-874-7000) is the nicest, if
somewhat pricey (standard rooms go for 80,000 won). The village in front of Daejeonsa 
Temple has many homestay facilities {.minbak). The best option may be Songso Gotaek 
(054-873-0234, www.songso.co.kr), a beautiful 130-year-old /m ok-sty le  villa once home to an 
aristocrat. Rooms start at 50,000 won a night for two, but be sure to call first. Breakfast costs
6,000 won.

There are tons of restaurants serving standard Korean fare in front of Daejeonsa Temple, and 
this is probably where you’ll eat. As a general rule, choose one that is busy but if a particular 
place strikes your fancy, it’s probably OK.

Cheongsong is best experienced as a two-day trip. Buses to Cheongsong depart from Seoul’s 
Dong Seoul Terminal at 6:20, 8:40,10:20,11:40 am, 3 and 4:30 pm. Return buses depart at 
8:50,10:57 am, 1:25, 2:40, 4:15 and 5:29 pm (4 hrs). There are also direct buses from Dong 
Seoul Terminal to Juwangsan National Park, which depart at the same time.

http://www.songso.co.kr
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U l l e u n g d o

Located some 130 km  from  the mainland, the East Sea island o f Ulleungdo—  
labeled “ Dagelet Island”  in  early Western maps— is one o f Korea’s most unique 
destinations. An extinct volcanic cone rising sharply from  the sea, the remote 
island possesses a natura l a llure a ll its ow n, be i t  the dram atic  coastal c liffs  
plunging straight in to  the sea, tiny fishing villages wedged in hidden coves, the 
exotic volcanic topography o f the island itself, o r the beautiful nearby islets o f 
Dokdo, Korea’s easternmost point. A  weekend here is well w orth  the time and 
effort, but prepare to  stay a day or tw o longer than planned i f  the weather turns 
bad and transport to  the mainland is suspended.

Ulleungdo is home to  about 10,000 people, about ha lf o f  whom  are engaged in 
the fishing industry. The island is especially w e ll-know n fo r its squid, and at 
night, the surrounding seas are dotted w ith  the lights o f the squid boat fleet.

и ;  a In ancient times, Ulleungdo was actually an independent state named 
У Usanguk until Silla general Lee Sabu conquered the island in AD 512.

Legend has it Lee affixed wooden lions to the prows of his ships, threatening to unleash 
the beasts on the locals unless they submitted. Throughout the medieval period, 
Ulleungdo was subject to frequent raids by Japanese and Manchurian pirates. In 1407, 
the Japanese lord o f Tsushima Island even petitioned King Taejong o f the joseon Dynasty 
for control o f the island, a petition that was refused. Frustrated with the constant pirate

Dodonghang Port, seen from Manghyangbong Peak
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raids. King Taejong in 1416 ordered Ulleungdo depopulated and its population was 
relocated to the mainland where it could better be protected. The ban on people wasn't 
perfect, however, and Korean and Japanese fishermen occasionally clashed in the waters 
o ff Dokdo until Japan's shogun banned Japanese from sailing to the island in 1696.

In 1787, a French maritime expedition led by Jean-Frangois de Galaup, Comte de 
Laperouse, “discovered" the island; the Frenchmen named it “ Dagelet Island" after 
Joseph Lepaute Dagelet, the expedition's astronomer. In 1884, King Gojong ordered the 
island resettled, but w ith the outbreak o f the Russo-Japanese War in 1904, Imperial 
Japan occupied the strategic island to build telegraph towers and other m ilitary facilities. 
Imperial Japan would also exploit the island’s rich forestry and fishery resources.

In modern times, Ulleungdo has developed into a major fishing center and a growing 
tourism destination. The islets o f Dokdo, located 87 km east o f Ulleungdo, have also 
been subject to sovereignty claims by Japan and accordingly are a subject o f diplomatic 
friction between Seoul and Tokyo.

Lavnilt T̂ e 's ân(^ is roughly circular and about 10 km wide and 72.56 km2 in area.
y  It is the very tip o f a giant undersea volcanic cone, w ith steep slopes

culminating at Seonginbong Peak (984 m), the island’s highest. There’s very little  flat 
land, and the bulk o f the population lives in small villages along the coast. The 
exceptions are the Nari and Albong basins two small, inland plains formed
by a caldera in the north o f the island. The coastal areas are quite weatherbeaten, 
characterized by jagged cliffs and rock formations. It’s an almost prehistoric landscape.

Transportation around Ulleungdo is either on foot (quite possible, as the island is not 
that big) or via a stunning coastal road that rings the island.



Haengnam Coastal Walking Path makes for a wonderful stroll from Dodonghang Port.

D o d o n g h a n g  P o r t  &  H a e n g n a m  
C o a s ta l W a lk in g  P a th
H idden in a c liff- line d  nook, Dodonghang 

Port has been likened to  a pirate cove and, 
seen from the incoming ferry, the comparison 

appears apt. The po rt is the adm inistrative 

c a p ita l  o f  th e  is la n d  an d  its  la rg e s t 

settlement, and it is here you 'll find  the best 
s e le c t io n  o f  a c c o m m o d a t io n s  a n d  
restaurants. I t  is also the ga tew ay to  the 

is land , w here fe rries fro m  the m a in land  
arrive and return ferries depart.

The po rt and its tow n  are scenic enough, 
wedged in to  a steep, na rrow  valley. For a 
t ru ly  in sp ir in g  h ike , however, fo llo w  the 
h ik ing  path that begins on the le ft side o f 

the po rt ( i f  yo u ’ re facing the sea). Called 
the Haengnam Coastal W a lk ing  Path, the 
na rrow  3.6 km tra il (h ik ing  time: 1 h r 20 

m in) fo llow s the coastal c liffs  to  Haengnam 
L ig h th o u s e  p r o v id in g  s tu n n in g

v iew s o f  b o th  the  sea and th e  is la n d ’s 
na tu ra l majesty— some o f  the jun ipers in 
the c liffs  are 2,000 years o ld . The path is 
even l i t  up at night. D on ’t miss it!

D o k d o  M u s e u m
A 15 minute w a lk  from  the harbor— keep 

heading up, sw ing  a le ft a t the gym  and 

fo llo w  the road to  the end— brings you to  
the D okdo Museum , an e xh ib it space fu ll

o f maps, o ld  documents, photographs, film s 

and other materials from  Korea, Japan and 
e lse w h e re  p r o v in g  K o re a ’s h is to r ic a l 

ownership o f the nearby D okdo  Islets.
The museum is in  a small park w ith  an

u n u s u a l m in e ra l s p r in g  w i t h  w a te r

conta in ing iro n  carbonate— it  tastes like  a

fizzy d r in k , and rice cooked in the w ater

turns blue. There’s a small Buddhist temple
nearby and the term inal fo r the cable car up
Manghyangbong Peak.

©  9 am to 6 pm ®  054-790-6432-3 6  www. 
dokdomuseum.go.kr

D o k d o  O b s e r v a to r y
A to p  M a n g h ya n g b o n g  Peak o'&S is the 

D o k d o  O b s e rv a to ry ,  a v a n ta g e  p o in t  

o ffering views— weather perm itting— o f the 
D okdo  Islets 92 km to  the east. D on ’t  get 

y o u r hopes up, though— norm a lly , th is  is 
possible o n ly  50 days a year. Even i f  you 

don 't glimpse D okdo, the views o f the sea 
a re  w o n d e r fu l ,  a n d  th e  s u n r is e s  are  
awesome. The observatory is attached by 
steps and pa ths to  a n o th e r o b se rva tio n  

po in t where i t  is said the firs t settlers came 
to  sooth the ir sadness. 
ф Access to the observatory is via a cable car 
(round trip: 7,500 won) that brings you to 
Manghyangbong Peak—operation begins 30 
minutes prior to sunrise, and ends at 8 pm.



S e o n g in b o n g  P e a k
T h e  h ig h e s t  p o in t  o n  th e  is la n d  is 
Seonginbong Peak (983.6 m). I t ’s a steep 

c lim b  considering you s ta rt a t nearly sea 

level, but the e ffo rt is compensated by the 

beautifu l views over the entire island. The 
low er slopes o f the m ountain are covered in 
verdant primeval forests.

M ost hikers begin the trek from  Dobong 
(the path begins by Daewonsa Temple CH 

®Uf), bag the  peak and descend v ia  the 

Bongnae W aterfall to  Jeodong a
sm all p o rt near D odong . The 9 km  h ike 

takes about fou r hours. I f  you have a b it

Songgotbong Peak, seen from port of Cheonbudong
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Dodonghang Port (left), Squid boat at night

more tim e, however, try  descending to  the 

p o r t o f  C heonbudong on the n o rth  
s ide o f  the is la n d  v ia  the  N a r i B asin , a 

caldera form ed by the p a rtia l collapse o f 
the volcanic cone. It is the biggest piece o f 

fla t land on the island, and villagers here 
cultivate medicinal herbs in  its rich volcanic 

so il. Y ou ’ l l  a lso f in d  in  the v illage  a few 
preserved sh ing le -roo f homes o f  the type 
lived in by the island’s firs t settlers and not 

u n like  those fou nd  in  the slash-and-burn 
m ounta in towns o f Gangwon-do. There’s a 
ro a d  fro m  the  basin  to  C h e o n b u d o n g , 

where you can catch a bus back to Dodong.



Dokdo Islets are both beautiful and nationalistically significant.

North Shore
The n o rth e rn  coast o f  U lle u n g d o  is n o t 

q u ite  as rugged as the  so u th , b u t i t  has 
some picturesque sites, m ost n o tab ly  the 

massive rock peak o f  S onggotbong &5S  
behind the po rt o f Cheonbu Taking a 
bus a long the coastal r in g  road is a good 

w a y  to  see i t  a l l ,  b u t i t ’s a lso  w o r th  

stopping by the Seokpo Observatory -У599 
У1 a t the no rthe rnm o st end o f  the is land . 

From Seokpo, you could always head back 

to  Cheonbu to grab a cup o f coffee before 
heading back to  D odo ng . There ’s a lso a 
rugged h ik in g  pa th  lin k in g  Seokpo to  the 
Naesujeon Sunrise Observatory 

bl on the east shore o f the island.
® Take a bus from Dodong to Jugam (1 hr 10 
min) and take a taxi or walk from there to the 
observatory.

T a e h a  L ig h th o u s e
The best view on Ulleungdo, however, m ight 

be at Taeha Lighthouse, at the far west end 
o f the island. Indeed, this m igh t be one o f

the best vistas in  a ll o f  Korea as you gaze

over the rugged, un ique ly beautifu l no rth

coast o f the island. There are some ancient

jun ipe r trees up here, too. I f  you ’ve go t a
camera— or even i f  you don ’t— i t ’s a must
see. The sunsets here are especially nice.

ф  The lighthouse is approached by a specially 
built tourist monorail (round trip: 4,000 won).
©  6 am to 7 pm (Apr-Oct), 8 am to 6 pm (Nov- 
Mar) И Take the bus to Taeha from Dodong.

D o k d o  I s le t s
The spectacularly beautifu l D okdo Islets are 

no t on ly  Korea’s easternmost p o in t and one 
o f the country ’s most scenic spots, but also 
a symbol o f Korean nationalism  thanks to  
Japan ’s con tinued  c la im  on them . In  the 

West, they are sometimes referred to  as the 
L iancourt Rocks, after the French whaling 
ship that “ discovered”  them in  1849.

T h e  is le ts  are e s s e n tia lly  tw o  g ia n t  
vo lcan ic  rocks th ru s t up fro m  the ocean 
floo r several m illion  years ago. Jagged cliffs 

d o tte d  by caves m ake up m o s t o f  th e ir  
coastlines. The islets are hom e to  a rich
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diversity o f flora and fauna, especially birds.
Legally speaking, tw o  Korean fishermen 

are registered as perm anent residents o f  

D okdo. The real human presence, however, 

is the specia l de tachm ent o f  the Korean 
Coast Guard tha t is deployed to the islets to 

protect them from  would-be aggressors.
There are tou ris t ferries from  Ulleungdo 

to  D o k d o ,  b u t th e  s c h e d u le  is  q u ite  

irregu la r— best to  call 1330 to  see i f  there 

are boats g o in g  o u t. The t r ip  to  D o k d o  
takes between 2 hours, 10 minutes and fou r 

hours depending on the boat, and tourists 
are a llo w e d  o n ly  20  m inu tes a t the p ier 

constructed on the easternmost islet. S till, 
the views from  the boat are magnificent.

Squid drying on a beach of Ulleungdo

Eat

Fish and squid. Almost half the islanders are fishermen, with many working the squid boats, 
and this is reflected in the island’s cuisine. One local specialty is honghapbap or 

what to steamed rice with mussels. Bobae Sikdang shh qg (054-791-2683) near Ulleung Tourism 
Information Center is a good place to score this. Another good restaurant to try is Haeun 
Sikdang 'o (054-791-0002), which does honghapbap, traditional Korean favorites like 
bibimbap, and another local specialty, ojingeo naejangtang agoimsg, a stew made from 
vegetables and squid tripe. One Ulleungdo specialty you’re likely to run across \s hobakyeot & 
“ 'Я, a taffy made from pumpkin, of which many are grown on the island.

f t
There are motels, inns and minbak (homestay) facilities in Dodong, but you may wish to book 
a place early during the summer vacation season. The plushest place in town is Ullung Marina 
Tourist Hotel (054-791-0020-4, www.ullungmarina.co.kr [KR]), with Western-
style rooms starting at 80,000 won a night. If you’ve got a group together, try Daea Ulleung 
Resort SecHORise (054-791-8800, www.daearesort.com [KR]), with rooms for four beginning at
170,000 won. Seonginbong Motel У °'в2У  (054-791-2677, www.uld-sunginmotel.com [KRD is 
good value with Western-style rooms beginning at 65,000 won a night. If you want to stay on 
the north shore, Chusan llga Pension (054-791-7788, www.chusanilga.com [KRD is a
pension-style B81B right under Songgotbong Peak. The rooms are in traditional shingle-roof 
homes, and while basic rooms are nice at 90,000 won during the July-August peak season, 
the “ special rooms" for 150,000 won a night sit right on the coastal cliffs—the views are 
magnificent.

Fast catamarans to Ulleungdo depart from the port of Mukho in Donghae ^ 1 (see P 2 6 7 , 

departure: 9 am, 10 am, 2 hrs 20 min-3 hrs) and Pohang (see P539, departure 10 am, 3 
tT ,T hrs)- From Ulleungdo, ferries to Mukho depart at 5:30 pm, while ferries to Pohang depart at 3 

pm. Boats leave daily, but the weather out here can be finicky, and there are frequent 
cancellations due to storms, wind and high waves. Even when the weather is good, the waters 
of the East Sea can be choppy, making for an exhilarating (or nausea-inspiring) ride.

http://www.ullungmarina.co.kr
http://www.daearesort.com
http://www.uld-sunginmotel.com
http://www.chusanilga.com




Bu s a n , U l s a n  &  
Gy e o n g s a n g n a m - d o

H i g h l i g h t s

•  E xperience  th e  p u ls a tin g  energy, s p e c ta cu la r scen e ry  & 
sea food  o ffe r in g s  o f  Busan, Korea ’s second la rg e s t c ity

•  Take in th e  s ig h ts  a lo n g  H a llyeo haesa ng  N a tion a l Park, 
in c lu d in g  th e  love ly  is land  o f  G eo je-do

•  E xp lore  th e  m o u n ta in o u s  w ild s  o f  Jirisan N a tion a l Park

•  A p p re c ia te  th e  t ra n q u ility  a t U po, Korea’s la rg e s t in lan d  
w e tla n d

•  Enjoy a good cup  o f  g reen tea  in  Hadong

•  E xperience  Korea’s in d u s tr ia l m ig h t in  U lsan
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Ko r e a ’s  S o u t h e r n  Ga t e w a y

When Koreans th in k  o f Gyeongsangnam-do, they usually th ink 

o f Busan, Korea’s second largest c ity and its  m ost im portan t 

port. Wedged between the m ounta ins and the sea, Busan is a 

city o f dram atic visuals, and its  exotic s ights, sounds and 

sm ells mark a sharp and very enjoyable contrast w ith  Seoul. 

The many sailors w ho pass through the po rt, and Busan’s 

large and v ib ran t in te rna tiona l comm unity, give the c ity an 

in te rna tiona l flavor th a t stands ou t against the charm ingly 

provincial m indset o f  many o f its  residents. In summer, the c ity 

is overrun by holidaym akers flock ing  to Haeundae Beach, the 

Korean Riviera.

R inging Busan are im portan t industria l tow ns like  Ulsan and 

Masan, where the  wheels o f the  Korean econom ic miracle 
endlessly turn . Beyond tha t, there is much o f cu ltu ra l and 

natura l in terest, especially a long the  scenic southern coast 

and the  m ountain w ilds  o f the vast m assif o f M t. Jirisan.

Gwangalli Beach and Gwangan Bridge



Busan's spectacular nighttime scenery

E S S ®
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W ith  a m etropolitan area o f nearly 4.4 m illion  people, Busan is Korea’s second 
largest city, largest port and the commercial, industrial, cultural and educational 
nexus o f southeast Korea. It is to  Seoul what Osaka is to Tokyo (or Liverpool to 
L o n d o n , o r N ap les to  Rom e). C om pared w ith  Seoul’s esp rit de corps o f 
cosmopolitan sophistication, Busan is a rougher, tougher place o f salt air, thick 
regional accents, haphazardly planned neighborhoods, second-city angst and a 
parochial outlook locals liken to that o f a big village. Added to  the m ix is a b it o f 
industrial seaport grit, complete w ith  Russian sailors on shore leave.

Does this mean you should give Busan a pass? Absolutely not— Busan’s grit, 
urban entropy and salt-of-the-earth denizens give the city a wholly unique charm. 
Its energetic and free-wheeling ways are infectious. Moreover, few cities enjoy as 
breathtaking a location as Busan, wedged in to a narrow strip o f land between the 
mountains and the sea; some neighborhoods clim b the steep valleys almost like 
Brazilian favelas. You could explore ancient mountainside temples in the morning, 
lounge the afternoon away on the Korean Riviera, and spent the evening sampling 
some o f the best nightlife in the country— and never even leave the city lim its. For 
visitors in October, you might even bump in to a star or tw o  in town to  attend the 
Busan International Film Festival, Asia’s biggest celebration o f cinema.

H istorv Prior t0 *ate 19th century' w*ia t is now Busan (spelled “ Pusan”  prior to 
"  2000) was nothing more than a small fishing village and m ilitary outpost. In 

the Japanese invasion of 1592, the Korean fortress o f Dongnae—in what is now Busan’s 
district o f Dongnae-gu s a ^ - w a s  the site o f the first battle o f the seven-year war. Prior 
to and following the Japanese invasion, it was also the site o f a small Japanese 
settlement and trading post through which Japan conducted most o f its commercial 
activity w ith  Korea for centuries.

Things began to change greatly for Busan in 1876. Under pressure from Japan, Korea 
signed the Treaty o f Ganghwa, thereby opening three ports to international trade:
Incheon, Wonsan and Busan. As the closest port to Japan, Busan became Japan’s primary 
gate into and out o f Korea. With dreams o f building an empire on the Asian mainland, the 
Japanese invested heavily in the city’s infrastructure, developing its port facilities and 
equipping the town with a sewage system and even a tram. The city’s growth and 
importance was greatly enhanced by the opening o f the Seoul-Busan railway line in 
1905. In 1925, the Japanese colonial government transferred the provincial capital of 
Gyeongsangnam-do from Jinju to Busan. Urbanization and Japanese exploitation created 
tensions and resentment, however, expressed in acts o f resistance like a massive strike 
by dockworkers in 1921 and a textile workers’ strike in 1922.

In 1945, Korea regained its independence, but the newly freed nation was soon 
wracked by political instability and division. Finally, on June 25,1950, North Korea 
invaded the South, kicking o ff the Korean War. When the North quickly seized most of
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Yachts near Haeundae
the South, the South Koreans and their (mostly) 
American allies set up a defensive perimeter 
around the city o f Busan where they made their 
last stand. The “ Pusan Perimeter”  held, giving the 
allies the time they needed to build up their forces 
and turn the war around. Busan was one o f only a 
handful o f cities to avoid capture during the war, 
and served as the temporary capital of South 
Korea for much o f the conflict.

While Busan avoided physical capture, the war 
still stretched the city’s resources to near-breaking 

point as refugees flooded in from all over the country. Prior to the war, Busan’s 
population was 470,000. In 1951, at the height of the war, it had ballooned to 840,000. In 
1955, it was over 1 m illion. The city became a virtual refugee camp, and a dangerous one 
at that. In 1953, a massive fire ripped through Gukje Market and the refugee shantytown 
around it, leaving 30,000 homeless.

After the war, Busan assumed a major role in Korea’s industrialization. The city and 
surrounding region became Korea’s industrial heartland, home to textile mills, steel 
refineries, auto factories, heavy machinery plants and shipbuilders. When Korea shifted 
to export-led growth in the 1960s, Busan’s port became the gateway through which 
Korean-made industrial goods passed en route to overseas markets. The 1970 opening 
of the Gyeongbu Expressway, linking Busan and Seoul, proved an additional boon to the 
city; it remains the country’s most heavily travelled highway.

Busan also played a major role in Korea’s democratization. In 1979, large-scale protests 
in the city helped bring down the dictatorship o f Park Chung-hee. Busan was the 
hometown of long-time democracy activist and opposition politician Kim Young-sam, who 
was elected president in 1992, becoming the first civilian to hold the office since i960.



Nurimaru APEC House and 
Gwangan Bridge from Dongbaekseom

In recent years, the city has worked hard to boost 
its international profile. Since 1996, it has hosted the 
Busan International Film Festival, one of the world’s 
most prominent. It also played host to the 2002 Asian 
Games and 2005 APEC summit, as well as several 
matches o f the 2002 FIFA World Cup. The city has 
grown increasingly affluent, too, especially in the 
Haeundae area, a beachside district of high-rise 
condos and luxury hotels. And things are looking 
up—and we do mean up: the city is currently 
constructing three skyscrapers of 100 floors or more,
including the landmark 110-story Busan Lotte World Tower, to be completed in 2015.

, . Busan is wedged in between mountains to the north, the estuary of the
У  Nakdonggang River to  the west, and the sea to the south and east. The old

downtown is located mostly along the waterfront in the district of Dong-gu. In the east of 
town is the district o f Haeundae, w ith the best (and most crowded!) beach in Korea, and 
a tru ly spectacular skyline of luxury condos. The north is mostly residential, but it ’s also 
home to Mt. Geumjeongsan, where you’ll find some interesting joseon Era fortress walls 
and the beautiful Buddhist monastery o f Beomeosa. The west, like the north, is mostly 
residential sprawl, mixed in with industrial zones, a big new port and Gimhae 
International Airport.

While most o f the bigger mountains lie to the north, even the built-up downtown area 
is punctuated by steep hills, which often serve to separate one neighborhood from the 
next. The unique topography can make getting around a bit time-consuming—roads 
either go around, over or through the mountains. The city does have a four-line subway 
system, though, which makes traveling much easier.

Port of Busan, as seen from Busan Tower
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Busan Station District
Busan’s old dow ntow n, N am po-dong is an 

energetic d is tric t o f bustling (and odorous!) 
m arkets, c o lo r fu l alleys, great street food 
and re s tau ran ts , n o t to  m e n tio n  h i l l to p  

parks w ith  te rr if ic  views. There ’s a lo t o f 
h is to ry  here, to o . T h is  is a fu n  p lace to  
w ander about and exp lo re , ta k in g  in  the 

exo tic  sites, sounds and aromas. M o s t o f 
w h a t y o u ’ l l  w a n t to  see is  w ith in  easy 
w alk ing distance o f Busan Subway Line 1 ’s 

Jagalchi, Nam po o r Jungang stations— see 
map on p730.

Jagalchi Market
One o f Busan’s must-see sites, th is sprawling 

mass o f man and fish is one o f  Asia’s largest 
seafood markets. The market area stretches 
along the w aterfront from  Yeongdo Bridge 
g cm a  jn the east to the landm ark Jagalchi 

M a rke t bu ild ing and beyond in  the west. A 
part o f the market specializing in dried fish

Jagalchi Market, Korea's best known fish market
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near Y eon gdo  B rid g e  is a p iece o f  o ld  

Busan— it ’s a na rrow  alley lined w ith  small 
shops, many o f them b u ilt in Japanese style 

du ring  the co lon ia l era. W hile  no t part o f 
the  m a rk e t its e lf ,  th e re ’s an esp e c ia lly  

a tm ospheric  a lley r ig h t next to  Yeongdo 

Bridge— the ramshackle homes used to  a be 
an e n c la v e  o f  fo r tu n e  te l le r s ,  w h e re  

cou n tless  refugees cam e to  seek solace 
during the dark days o f the Korean War.

Jagalchi M a rke t proper, meanwhile, is a 

p iece  o f  m o d e rn  B u sa n , h o used  in  a 
d is tin c tive , seven-sto ry b u ild in g . T h is  is 

T H E  p lace  to  go  fo r  ra w  fis h . I t ’s an 
electric, noisy and, w e ll, smelly place where 

the energy is in fectious. The f irs t f lo o r  is 

where yo u ’ ll  f in d  m erchants se lling fresh 

fish, shellfish and other s lim y creatures o f 
the sea, much o f i t  s till very much alive in 

tanks. Get here a t dawn to  witness the da ily  

a u c tion  o f  the d a y ’s ca tch , fresh o f f  the 
boat. The second flo o r is m ostly raw  fish 

restaurants— select a fish and get i t  gutted, 
skinned and sliced to  perfection, r ig h t on

Ja g a l c h i Aj im a e

The Jagalchi Market takes its name for the gravel (Korean: jagat) surface on which 
the market was firs t established. The people of Busan have made their living from 
the sea for centuries, but the Jagalchi Market came into its own right after the Korean 
War, when Busan was flooded by refugees. In order to support the ir families, 
womenfolk went to work in the fish market near Yeongdo Bridge. As Busan grew, so 
did the market until it became the national landmark it is today.

To this day, most o f the merchants at the Jagalchi Fish Market are middle-aged 
women called “Jagalchi Ajimae”  (“ Jagalchi Aunties” ). You can te ll them by their

rubber gowns, gloves and boots, visor 
caps, scarves, perms and th ick Busan 
accents. These are tough, salt-of-the- 
earth types, but the ir friendliness and 
warmth are a big part o f the market's 
charm. When you step inside the 
market, you can here them call, in their 
th ick accents, “ Oiso! Boiso! Saiso!" 
(“ Come! See! Buy!").

the  spo t and e n jo y  le fto ve rs  in  a hearty  

seafood stew to  end the meal. There’s also a 
ro o f garden on the  7 th  f lo o r  w ith  great 

views o f the harbor.
A round Jagalchi M a rke t, you’ l l  find still 

m o re  a lle y w a y s  o f  se a fo o d  shops and 
re s ta u ra n ts , in c lu d in g  the  m u lt i- s to ry  
Sindonga Seafood M a rke t t!SO(AIS5 home to 

some 186 raw fish restaurants. Even better, 

lots o f street stalls— or pojangmacha —  
set up shop near Jagalchi M a rke t at night. 

These are great places to  enjoy some raw or 

g r i l le d  f is h  a n d  a s h o t o f  soju w h ile  
savoring the local atmosphere. A specialty 
o f  these  s ta l ls  is  kkomjatigeo —  
charcoa l roasted hagfish, m a rina ted  in  a 

spicy sauce. A fte r you ’ve finished the meat, 

you can fry  some rice in the leftover sauce. 
A dm itte d ly , the hagfish— a s lim y  ee l-like  
fish— is no t the most pleasant th ing  to  look 

at, but it  is the on ly  currently liv ing  animal 
w ith  a skull but no vertebrae, which has to  

count fo r something.
®  Jagalchi Station, Busan Subway Line 1
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Yeongdo Bridge 8 ЕШД
When it  was bu ilt in  1934, Yeongdo Bridge 

was one o f  the m o s t advanced in  A sia . 
C o n n e c tin g  the p o r t  w ith  the  is la n d  o f 

Yeongdo, i t  was o r ig in a lly  a draw bridge, 
bu t the span was last raised in 1966. For 
much o f Busan’s h is to ry, it  was the c ity ’s 

best-known landm ark. D urin g  the Korean 
War, when families were separated as they 

fled south, they w ou ld  te ll the ir relatives, 
“ L e t’s meet a t the Yeongdo B rid g e .”  In  

2011, w ork  began on restoring the bridge, 
bascu le  and a ll.  T h e  p ro je c t sh o u ld  be 
completed by 2013.

BIFF Square в ғ ғ т
T h e  Busan In te rn a t io n a l F ilm  F e s tiva l 
(B IFF) Square is B usan’s m o v ie  the a te r 
d is tr ic t, and has been fo r  80 years. True, 
this place has receded in  recent years w ith  

the  op e n in g  o f  la rge  m u lt ip le x  theaters 
th ro u g h o u t  the  c ity ,  b u t th a n k s  to  its  
history, its liveliness, and its p ro x im ity  to 

the sea and other m a jo r Busan sites like the 
Jagalchi Fish M arke t and Yongdusan Park, 
it  has an atmosphere a ll its own. There are 
tons o f great shops, restaurants and food 
stalls in the area, too.

Fans o f Korean cinema w ill want to  check 

out Star Street, where you’ll find handprints 
o f big-name Korean and international actors 
and d ire c to rs . T h is  ne ig hbo rho od  re a lly  
comes alive du ring  the Busan International 

Film  Festival, when temporary ticket booths

open here so you can purchase admission to 

the films you want to  see (films are shown in 

theaters across Busan, includ ing Haeundae 
and Nampo-dong).

Yongdusan Park 
& Busan Tower
Yongdusan ( “ Dragon Head M o un ta in ” ) is
a h ill o ve rlo o k in g  Busan H arbor. D u rin g

the co lon ia l era, the h ill was the center o f

the  Japanese re s id e n t ia l d is t r ic t .  The
Japanese tu rned  i t  in to  a pa rk , com plete

w i t h  S h in to  s h r in e ;  th e  s h r in e  w as
d e s tro y e d  a f t e r  K o re a  re g a in e d  its
in d e p e n d e n c e  in  1 9 4 5 , th o u g h ,  and

replaced w ith  suitably na tiona list symbols
lik e  a s ta tu e  o f  legendary 16 th  cen tu ry

a d m ira l Y i Sun-sin. The area s till has an
o ld -tim e  feel about it, though. The p a rk ’s

most visible feature is Busan Tower, which
tops ou t at 120 m. The views o f the harbor

and c ity  are, needless to  say, gorgeous. Even
i f  you do n ’t  go up the tower, the views from
the park are w o rth  the trip .

©  Busan Tower: 9 am to 10 pm (Oct-Mar), 8:30 am 
to 10 pm (Apr-Sep) $  Busan Tower: 4,000 won
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Gukje Market 
& Kkangtong Market
G u k je  ( “ In te rn a t io n a l” ) M a rk e t is the 
biggest and best known o f Busan’s ou tdoor 

wholesale markets. Its history goes back to  
1945, w hen Japanese co lon is ts  in  Korea 

and M anchuria , forced to  re turn to  Japan 
a fte r T o k y o ’s de fea t in  the P ac ific  W ar, 

gathered in w ha t is now  Gukje M a rke t to  
sell o f f  th e ir  w o r ld ly  possessions be fore  
g e tt in g  on the  b o a t hom e. The m a rk e t 

re a lly  to o k  o f f  d u r in g  the K o re an  W ar 
w hen  B usan— and the  m a rk e t area  in  
particu lar— was flooded w ith  refugees from  

elsewhere in  Korea. Tons o f b lack market 
goods fro m  US m ilita ry  bases m a g ica lly  
found the ir way in to  the market, which t i l l  

the 70s was the place in Korea to  find hard- 
to -g e t im p o rte d  cosm etics, c lo th in g  and 
other foreign luxuries.

They say you can find  anything at Gukje 

M a rke t (and the smaller sate llite markets 
a ro u n d ) w h ic h  is p ro b a b ly  a b i t  o f  an 
e xa gge ra tion , b u t y o u ’ l l  fin d  a d izzy ing  

v a r ie ty  o f  goods. I f  y o u ’ re lo o k in g  fo r

Korean handicrafts, this is a good place to 
f in d  them . The atm osphere and business 
p ra c tice s  are s im ila r  to  th a t o f  S eou l’s 

N a m d a e m u n  M a rk e t ,  w h ic h  is to  say

g B S
Gukje Market Street Food

There’s one street in the Gukje Market— 
everyone knows where it is, so just 
ask—where there’s a row of outdoor 
food stalls selling some of the best 
street food in Korea. The specialty is 
Chungmu gimbap—a simple dish of rice 
rolled in small pieces of dried seaweed, 
accompanied by radish kimchi and spicy 
squid slices. You’ll find a lot of other 
delectables here, too, including 
bibimdangmyeon (glass noodles mixed 
with vegetables and a tangy sauce), 
yubu jeongol (deep-fried bean curd and 
dumpling stew), and old standbys like 
tteokbokki and sundae. Busan is 
particularly renowned for its odeng 
(Japanese: oden), processed fish cakes 
stewed in a savory broth—these really 
hit the spot in winter.



T h e  c lif fs  o f T a e jo n g d a e  a re  B u s a n ’s  m o s t p o p u la r  s u n r is e  s p o t.

there’s a lo t o f energy in  the air, you’ ll find 

a lo t o f good deals, bu t product qua lity  can 
vary— caveat emptor.

Connected to  the G uk je  M a rk e t is the 
Kkangtong (“ C an” ) M a rke t, where you ’ ll  
find shops selling im ported canned goods, 

booze and foodstuffs. In  the o ld  days, these 

shops w ere  la rg e ly  s tocke d  w ith  b la ck  
m arket goods smuggled from  US m ilita ry  
bases, bu t today you ’ ll find  a good m any 
foodstuffs and brands from  Japan.

B o s u -d o n g  B o o k s to re  A lle y
Another piece o f o ld  Busan can be found at 

the very ch a rm ing  Bosu-dong B ooksto re  
Alley, a collection o f  50 bookshops just past 

G u k je  M a r k e t  in  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  
Daecheong-ro Ш&З. M ost o f the shops here 
trade in used books— the m erchandise is 

largely in Korean but i f  you explore, you ’ ll 
find magazine back issues and used books in 
a v a r ie ty  o f  fo r e ig n  la n g u a g e s . T h e  

bookshop alley has been around since 1950 
w hen the f i r s t  shop was fo u n d e d  by a 
refugee couple from N o rth  Korea who sold 
used magazines and books from nearby US 

m ilita ry  bases— and is one o f Korea ’s few 
remaining used book markets. Even i f  you 
can’t  read a thing, i t ’s a nice place to wander 

o r sit in  a cafe sipping a cup o f coffee.

4 0  Steps Cultural Tourist Theme 
Street ФЧекютцу
Ju s t o u ts id e  E x it  13 o f  J u n g a n g -d o n g  

Station Busan Subway Line 1, th is

f l ig h t  o f  steps w as w here  K o re a n  W ar 
refugees bu ilt shantytowns, set up markets 
and looked fo r missing fam ily  members. To 

h onor its  history, a num ber o f  sculptures 
have been erected in  the area, inc lud ing  a 

young g ir l  ca rry in g  w ate r fro m  a w e ll, a 
m an p la y in g  the a c co rd io n , a m erchan t 

m aking puffed rice (ppeongtw igi and 
o th e r  re p re s e n ta t iv e  f ig u re s  fro m  the  

d is tric t’s w artim e and post-wartim e past. A t 
the top  o f  the steps is a small mem oria l hall 

w ith  p h o to s  and e x h ib its  d e p ic tin g  the 
n e ig h b o rh o o d ’s c o lo n ia l, L ib e ra tio n  and 

w artim e history.
©  10 am to  6 pm (5 pm on weekends). Closed 
Mondays S f r e e  ®  051-600-4041

Taejongdae W H
Located  a t the sou thern  t ip  o f  Yeongdo 
Island S E , these rock  c liffs  o ffe r some o f 

the best sunrises in Busan, i f  n o t Korea. 
M ost fo lk  head to  the lighthouse where the 
rocks are pre tty  dram atic. There’s also an 
observatory fro m  w hich i t ’s said you can 

see Japan’s Tsushima Island on a clear day. 
A long the c liffs , yo u 'll find  some raw  fish 
stands set up by local entrepreneurs which 

are quite popular w ith  local tourists.
The best way to see this park is by one o f 

the 40 m inu te  cruises (cost: 10 ,000 won) 

departing fro m  a dock near the entrance o f 
the park to  Korea M a ritim e  University that 
w il l  take you a long the c liffs . O therw ise, 

you can just take the w a lk ing paths around. 
@ From Busan Station, take Bus No. 88 or 101 
and get off at Taejongdae Park (30 min ride).
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Historic Busan
Provisional Capital Memorial Hall
УЛ1ФЕ71У9

For most o f the Korean War, Busan served as 

the p rov is iona l cap ita l o f  the Republic o f 
K o re a  (a .k .a . S ou th  K o re a ) due to  the 

capture o f Seoul by the N orth  Koreans and, 
after its recapture, its distance from the front 

lines. D u rin g  th a t tim e , Korean President 
Syngman Rhee lived  in  a lovely red brick 
home b u ilt by the Japanese in 1926 as the 

residence o f the colonial governor. The home 

has been restored to  its  p r io r  state when 
Rhee resided here, w ith  artifacts , exh ib its 
and videos depicting Rhee’s career, his time 

in Busan and the history o f the Korean War. 

It has a beautiful garden in back, too.
©  9 am to 6 pm. Closed Mondays, ф  Free 
0  Exit 2 of Toseong Station, Busan Subway Line 
1. From there, walk straight until you get to 
Dong-A University. Right before the university, 
there's an alleyway on the left going up. Take that 
alley and go straight until you reach the Memorial 
Hall. Note: The whole area near Toseong Station 
has been turned into a "Provisional Capital 
Memorial Street," complete with street art.

Dong-A University Museum
S0fCH»fJ29|g5

Just a s h o rt w a lk  fro m  the  P ro v is io n a l 
C apita l M em oria l H a ll, this grand red brick 
b u i ld in g  o n  th e  c a m p u s  o f  D o n g -A  

U n iv e r s i t y  w a s  b u i l t  in  1 9 2 5  as the  
Gyeongsangnam-do Provincial H a ll. D uring 

th e  K o re a n  W a r, i t  w as  used as th e

P rov is iona l C a p ita l B u ild in g . In 20 09 , it 

was renovated in to  a museum w ith  a fine 
co llection  o f  h is to rica l a rtifacts, inc lud ing  

11 designated treasures.
©  9:30 am to  5 pm. Closed Sundays ф  Free

Busan Modern History Museum

Th is quasi-art deco bu ild ing  just no rth  o f 

Yongdusan Park was b u ilt in  1929 as the 
Busan branch o f the O riental Development 
C om pany, Japan ’s answer to  the B ritish  

P^ast Ind ia  Company. The Americans took it 

over in  1949 to  use as the ir US1S C ultura l 
Center in Busan, but turned it  over to  the 

Koreans in 1999. In 2003, Busan reopened 
th e  re n o v a te d  b u i ld in g  as a m useum  

dedicated to  K o re a ’s m odern  h is to ry . I t  
holds about 200 artifacts  da ting from  the 
1876 opening o f Busan to  today. I t ’s w orth 

popping in just to  see the old photographs 
o f the city. ©  9 am to 6 pm. Closed Mondays 

ф  Free ®  051-253-3845

United Nations Memorial 
Cemetery in Korea
Th is beautifu lly  landscaped park is the final 
re s tin g  p lace  o f  2 ,3 0 0  tro o p s  fro m  11 

na tions w h o  fe ll d u rin g  the Korean War. 
Britons account fo r the largest number but 

you ’ l l  also fin d  a lo t o f Tu rks, Canadians 
and Austra lians buried here. The cemetery 
is the on ly  “ U N  mem oria l cemetery”  in  the 

w o r ld , so designated by the U N  General

Provisional Capital Memorial Hall (left) Dong-A University Museum

К  1 1 /1 1  % ь
I ■; I  ■ ■ в а ш .
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UN Cemetery (left), Dongnae Byeoljang

A ssem b ly  in  1 9 5 5 . In  a d d it io n  to  the 

g raves, y o u ’ l l  f in d  a n u m b e r o f  lo ve ly  
gardens and m em oria ls. D e fin ite ly  w o rth  

the visit.
©  9 am to 5 pm (winter), 9  am to 6 pm (summer) 
^  Free @ Take Bus No. 134 from Busan Station 
and get off at UN Memorial Cemetery. You can 
also take the subway to Daeyeon Station, Line 2 
and take a short cab ride.

Dongnae Byeoljang
Th is  beau tifu l m ixed Japanese-style v illa  
and garden was bu ilt by a wealthy Japanese 

as a spa-side re tre a t in  the e a rly  1940s. 
A fte r Korea’s liberation from  colon ia l rule, 

i t  was used as a yojeong— an expensive, 
secluded restaurant where po litic ians and 
businessmen cou ld  discuss m atters over a 

glass o f wine. It is now  a restaurant open to 
the public and a lovely place to have a meal 

o r d rin k  yourelf.
IS Exit 1, Oncheonjang Station, Line 1. ©  051- 
552-0157 6 www.dnbj.com

Haeundae District
W ith  its magnificent stretch o f beach, and a 
s tr ip  o f lu x u ry  a p a rtm e n ts , condos  and 

hotels, along w ith  a p le thora o f  bars and 
clubs, Haeundae is sometimes lauded as the 
“ Korean R iv ie ra .”  W ell, i t ’s n o t N ice but 

i t ’s s till Korea’s most popular summertime 
h o lid a y  d e s t in a t io n — a tte s te d  b y  th e  
throngs o f holidaymakers lin ing  the sand, it  

is tru ly  a sight to  behold.

In  2009, Haeundae set a w o rld  record

w ith  the opening o f Shinsegae Centum City, 

the w o rld ’s single largest department store. 

In add ition to  fun in  the sun, Haeundae is 
a ls o  th e  m a in  v e n u e  o f  th e  B u s a n  

International F ilm  Festival.

Gwangalli Beach 
& Gwangan Bridge SttdUa
A  1.4 km long stretch o f fine w h ite  sand, 

G wangalli Beach can be nearly as crowded 
as the more famous Haeundae Beach. Lined 
w ith  bars, clubs and restaurants, this place 

has some o f the best n ig h tlife  in  the city, 
especially in  sum m er when i t  and nearby 

H a e u n d a e  a re  o v e r r u n  b y  y o u n g  
holidaymakers. I t ’s as close as you ’ ll get to 
Fort Lauderdale at spring break in Korea.

The v iew s fro m  the  b rid g e  are vastly  
improved by the presence o f the Gwangan 

B rid g e  (a .k .a .  D ia m o n d  B r id g e ) ,  the 
picturesque suspension bridge th a t spans 
the bay. To fu rthe r accentuate the mise-en- 

scene, the b rid g e  is l i t  up in  a lte rn a tin g  
colors a t night. For some tru ly  spectacular 
n ig h ttim e  scenery, be here fo r  the Busan 
Internationa l F irew orks Festival in October. 

@ Exit 3 or 5, Gwangan Station, Busan Subway 
Line 2.

Haeundae Beach
This 1.5 km  long, 30 to  50 m w ide stretch 

o f  coarse w h ite  sand, backed up by the 

shining towers o f Busan’s recent affluence, 
is w ide ly  considered Korea ’s finest beach.

http://www.dnbj.com
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T h a t i t  p ro b a b ly  is, b u t i t ’s also K o re a ’s 

most crowded, at least a t the height o f the 
sum m er vaca tion  p e rio d  (J u ly -A u g u s t) , 

w hen a p p ro x im a te ly  a m i l l io n  to u r is ts  
descend upon it. W ith  the num ber o f beach 

umbrellas tha t get planted here, i t ’s amazing 
any sunlight hits the sand at a ll. O n Aug 2, 

2 0 0 8 , the beach set a G u inness W o rld  
Record w ith  7,937 beach umbrellas set up 
in a single day.

H aeundae (“ Sea a n d  C lo u d s  R o c k ")  

in itia lly  got its name fro m  Choe C hi-w on, a 
Silla scholar and poet whose pen name was 
Haeun. He was reportedly qu ite taken w ith  

the beach, and carved his pen name on a 
nearby rock. W hat Choe never got to  see is 

m o d e rn  H a e u n d a e ’s s tu n n in g  n ig h t  
scenery— w hen l i t  up a t n ig h t, the beach 
and its surroundings are electric.

In  a d d it io n  to  the  sand, w h a t makes 

Haeundae so popu la r is its fac ilities. Just

behind the beach is a w a ll o f  restaurants, 

bars, nightclubs and hotels, m aking this a 
o n e -s to p  s h o p p in g  ce n te r fo r  a l l  y o u r 

summer fun needs. There are festivals that 
go on th roughou t the year, to o , includ ing 

the H aeundae Sand Festiva l (a m ust fo r  
fans o f  sand s c u lp tu re ) , the  Busan Sea 

Festival and yes, even a w in te r Polar Bear 
festival— held every firs t week o f January, 

when the brave welcome the new year w ith  
a d ip  in the zero degree water. В  Walk 600 m 

from Exit 3 o r 5 of Haeundae Station, Line 2

Busan Aquarium o^ofais
K ore a ’s best a q u a riu m  o u ts ide  o f  Seoul, 
Busan Aquarium  is home to 35,000 species 

o f fish and other aquatic life. The best part 
o f the aquarium is the lowest level, which is 

a 80 m (simulated) seabed tunnel.
18,000 won В  9 am to 9 pm (Jul 17-Aug 22), 

10 am to 7 pm (M on-Thur), 9 am to 9 pm (Fri, 
Sat, Sun)

Gwangalli Beach, a popular evening entertainment spot



m

H a e u n d a e  B e a c h

Dongbaekseom
D e sp ite  the  nam e ( “ C a m e llia  Is la n d ” ), 

Dongbaekseom is no longer an island but a 
w ooded peninsu la  w ith  great view s and, 

yes, p le n ty  o f  ca m e llia  trees. T h e re ’s a 
coastal h ik in g  path w e ll w o rth  the w a lk , 

esp ec ia lly  in  the even ing , w ith  the  best 
views fro m  near N u rim a ru  APEC House, 

the venue o f the 2005 APEC Summit. The 
v iew s o f  Haeundae Beach and Gw angan 
Bridge are amazing. В  10 minute walk from 

Dongbaek Station, Line 2

Busan Cinema Center Ш
O pened on O c t 6 , 2 0 1 1 , the la n d m a rk  
Busan Cinema Center serves as the prim ary 

venue o f  the  Busan In te rn a t io n a l F ilm  
Festival. Designed by renowned A ustrian  

architecture house C oop H im m elb lau, the 
US$150 m illio n  center is visually stunning, 
featuring the w o rld ’s largest free cantilever,

Busan International Film 
Festival (BIFF)
Held every autumn since 1996, the Busan 
International Film Festival (formerly the 
Pusan International Film Festival) is one 
of Asia's top film festivals. Over 196,000 
moviegoers attended the 2011 festival, 
which featured 307 films from 70 nations 
and 11,268 invited guests and press 
members.

as big as an American foo tba ll field. It hosts 

a 1,000 seat theater, three smaller theaters, 
a n d  a 4 ,0 0 0 - s e a t  o u td o o r  th e a te r .  

U nde n iab ly  a b o ld  piece o f  a rch itec tu re , 
this cou ld do fo r Busan w hat Frank Gehry’s 

Guggenheim Museum did fo r Bilbao.

Shinsegae Centum City 
Department Store
N am ed by the  G uinness Book o f  W o rld  
Records the largest department store in the 

w o rld  w ith  293,905 square meters o f floor 
space, Shinsegae Centum C ity  Department 

S tore is a re ta il and  e n te rta in m e n t c ity  
under one very b ig  ro o f. I t ’s go t a movie 
m u lt ip le x , spa, ice r in k , a d r iv in g  range, 
restaurants and m ore shops than anyone 

can count— you cou ld  lite ra lly  spend days 
here, fro lick in g  in retail splendor.
®  Centum City Station, Line 2



Beomeosa Temple (left), Geumjeongsan

North Busan District
Beomeosa Temple sow
Once you’ve had enough o f Busan’s urban 
grind , head in to  the hills no rth  o f the city 

fo r a h it o f  Zen-style rest and relaxation.
N estled  on the forested slopes o f  M t. 

G e u m je o n g s a n ,  B e o m e o s a  T e m p le  
( “ Heaven Fish Tem ple” ) was founded by 
the g rea t S illa  m onk and tem ple b u ild e r 

Uisang in  678. Its co lo rfu l name is derived 
from  the legend o f its founding: it  was said 

that at the top  o f M t. Geumjeongsan, there 
was a w e ll where the water, w h ich  never 
ran dry, was golden co lo red . In  th is  w e ll 

lived a golden fish. The fish w ould  ride the 
m u ltico lo red  clouds to  play on the slopes 
below, where the temple now  stands. It is 

from  this that we get the name, “ Temple o f 
the Fish from  Heaven.”

Some co n s id e r Beomeosa one o f  the 
“ th re e  g re a t te m p le s ”  o f  sou thea s te rn  
Korea (along w ith  Tongdosa and Haeinsa) 

although, tru th  be to ld , there are far larger 
te m p le s  in  th e  r e g io n — th o u g h  th a t  
s h o u ld n ’ t d e tra c t fro m  the  m o n a s te ry ’s 
charms. L ike most Korean temples, it  was 

bu rn t down du ring  the Japanese invasions 
o f  the 16 th  cen tu ry , bu t the re  are some 

splendid examples o f late Joseon Dynasty 
architecture here. O f pa rticu la r note is its 
unusual, low-slung Iljum un (“ Gate o f

N o n -D u a lity ” ), w ith  granite p illars almost 
as h ig h  as the  gate its e lf .  T h e  in te r io r  
a r tw o rk  o f  the ha lls , in c lu d in g  the 17th 

century Daeungjeon (M a in  H a ll), also m erit 
some a tte n tio n . O nce y o u ’ve v is ite d  the 

tem ple, you can fo llo w  i t  w ith  a h ike up 
M t. Geumjeongsan.
@ From Exit 5 or 7, Beomeosa Station, Line 1, 
walk about five minutes to Samsin bus stop. From 
there, take Bus No. 90 to Beomeosa Ticket Booth.

Geumjeongsan & 
Geumjeongsanseong Fortress
O v e r lo o k in g  Busan, M t .  Geum jeongsan 
(801.5 m) is Busan’s guardian mountain. It 

provides p len ty o f gentle hikes w ith  great 
views o f the city, but is best known fo r the 

fortress th a t rings it. Geumjeongsanseong 
F o rtress  was fo rm e r ly  one o f  the  m ost 
im portan t m ilita ry  outposts in this pa rt o f 

the country— one o f the first battles o f the 
Japanese in v a s io n  o f  1592 was w aged 

beneath its walls. The cu rren t stone walls 
date from  1703 as part o f  a national e ffo rt 
to  bo lster the k ingd om ’s defenses against 

a n o th e r p o te n tia l in va s io n  fro m  Japan, 
a lth o u g h  m any stre tches were resto red  
d u ring  the 1970s. I t  takes abou t an hour 
and h a lf  to  w a lk  fro m  Beomeosa to  the 

to u r is t  v il la g e  in  th e  fo r tre s s  v ia  the  
no rthe rn  gate, and more o r less the same 
tim e going back.
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Tongdosa Temple

A lo n g  w i t h  H a e in s a  T e m p le  a n d  
Songgwangsa Temple, Tongdosa Temple is 

regarded as one o f  the “ Three Jewels”  o f 
K o re a n  B u d d h is m .  W h i le  H a e in s a  

represents the dharm a and Songgwangsa 
the  sangha (th e  B u d d h is t c o m m u n ity ) ,  

Tongdosa— located in the Busan suburb o f 
Yangsan— represents the Buddha h im se lf. 

Indeed, the temple houses several relics o f 
the h is to r ic  B udd ha , in c lu d in g  a ro b e , 

begging bow l and a piece o f his skull. The 
temple is one o f Korea’s largest, and i t  is a 

ve r ita b le  treasure  tro ve  o f  c u ltu ra l and 

historical artifacts.
Tongdosa was founded in 646 by the Silla 

m onk Ja jang upon his re tu rn  fro m  Tang 

China, bringing w ith  him some relics o f  the 
B u d d h a . C o m p a re d  to  o th e r  K o re a n  
Buddhist temples, it  has held up surprisingly 

w e ll ove r the cen turies— even d u r in g  the 
Japanese invasions o f the late 16th century, 

when m ost tem ples were reduced to  ash, 
Tongdosa’s main ha ll managed to  survive 

unharmed. The temple has no fewer than 65 
b u ild in g s — m a n y  b u i l t  in  th e  Joseon 
D y n a s ty — and houses m o re  th a n  800 

designated cultural properties. The buildings 
here have a warm , aged feel, w ith  beautifully 
faded pa in tw ork  and centuries-old murals.

O n  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu ry  G e u n g n a k je o n  

(N irvana H all) is a particu larly lovely (and 

fa d e d ) m u ra l o f  the  th e  D ra g o n  B oa t 
bringing the deceased to  Paradise.

Tongdosa is, broadly speaking, divided into 
three courtyards, each one surrounded by a 

variety o f halls. The innermost courtyard is 
also the most holy, home to  the Geumgang 
Gyedan ЗУЯ д ( “ Diamond A lta r” ), a stone 

altar and stupa where the Buddha’s relics are 
housed, and the spectacular 17th cen tury 

D a e u n g je o n  (m a in  h a l l ) ,  w h ic h  q u ite  

un usua lly  houses no Buddha image as it  
o v e r lo o k s  th e  “ r e a l”  B u d d h a  in  the  

Geumgang Gyedan. Don’t make a beeline for 
it, though— the best way to appreciate this 

place is to go slowly, exploring as you proceed 
deeper and deeper into the precinct.

The path to  the temple fo llows a stream
and crosses over a couple  o f picturesque

bridges, w h ile  verdant M t. Yeongchuksan 9
(1 ,0 8 1  m ) fo r m s  an im p re s s iv e

backdrop to  the monastery. O n the grounds

o f  the temple is a small museum (hours: 9
am to  6 pm , closed Tuesdays) w ith  displays
o f  some o f the temple’s treasures.

ф  3,000 won. The museum has a separate 
admission of 2,000 won. В  From Busan, take a 
bus for Sinpyeong from the Dongbu Intercity Bus 
Terminal (near Nopodong Station, Line 1) and get 
off at Tongdosa. The entrance to the temple is a 
short walk from the bus stop. ®  055-382-7182
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Seafood tops the list of Busan’s culinary highlights. A must-experience is Jagalchi Market,
V /  Korea’s best-known fish market. Most of the raw fish joints are on the second floor. Expect to
whatto pay about 30,000 won for raw fish for two. If you like street food, the street stalls o f the Gukje

Market in Nampo-dong is a great place to score cheap, tasty eats. Be sure to try the eomuk ^  
“  or odeng 2 ® (boiled fish cakes), a Busan specialty.

The districts of Gwangalli and Haeundae are overrun with places to eat. At the northern end 
of Gwangalli, you'll find Millak Town Raw Fish Center : ■ ‘ ', another good place to score 
seafood in its uncooked form. Haeundae has a number of Asian and fusion restaurants of 
note. Of great comfort to Western travelers is Wolfhound Irish Pub & Restaurant °№|гжд gssi 

(051-746-7913) near Haeundae Station.
A Busan favorite (and a favorite of this writer) is dwaeji gukbap sixRti 

(usually 5,000 won) — rice in a rich pork soup. You’ll find places serving 
this all over the city, although a particularly well-known place is 
Ssangdungi Dwaeji Gukbap S501 spR g (051-628-7020) near Daeyeon 
Station (not far from the UN Cemetery).

Texas Street is a good place to find Russian food-g ive  Amby’s Restaurant a try (051-467- 
6206). Another good option is Samarkand (051-466-4734), which serves home-made
Russian and Uzbek fare.

Busan has more nightlife options than anyone can hope to count. One major nightlife area is 
the Gwangan Beach, Kyungsung University and Pukyoung National University distict. These 
bars tend towards a younger crowd. Your upper-end ctubs-including hotel nightclubs—are in 
the Haeundae district. Finally, the commercial area around Seomyeon Station, Line 1 or 2, is 
home to a thriving bar and club scene. Texas Street, too, has a couple of colorful bars.

/ ' X  Busan has the second biggest selection of accommodations behind Seoul. Most of the
upscale places are along Haeundae Beach. This is where you’ll find luxury establishments like 

w- ” ° the Westin Chosun Beach, Novotel Busan Ambassador and Paradise Hotel. You’ll find some
cheaper options here, too, including Rord Beach Hotel £ = “1Я1£Я! (051-747-9911), Milky Way 
Motel (051-747-0935), Star Motel (051-746-9129) and Theme 21 Motel ^ m a i i
(051-747-9021). Most o f these cheaper places go for 50,000-80,000 won a night.

You can find some decent budget hotels near Gwangalli Beach, too. A bit more upscale is 
Hotel Homers sm sASti (051-750-8000), with doubles beginning at 264,000 won a night.

The areas around Busan Central Bus Terminal, Busan Seobu Intercity Bus Terminal and 
Busan Station have tons of budget motels and yeogwan.

И  Most visitors get to Busan by train from Seoul. KTX express trains to Busan depart from 
Seoul Station (2 hrs 40 min). From Dongdaegu Station, it takes just an hour.
S  Bus has two major bus terminals. Busan Central Bus Terminal, near Exit 3 of Nopo Station, 
Line 1, is where most intercity buses to and from Busan arrive and depart. Here you’ll find buses 
to Seoul’s Dong Seoul Terminal (4 hrs 20 min), Daegu (1 hr 10 min), Daejeon (3 hrs 10 min), 
Gwangju (3 hrs 30 min) and elsewhere. Busan Seobu Intercity Bus Terminal, near Exit 5 of 
Sasang Station, Line 2, is dedicated to routes due west of Busan, including Geoje (1 hr), Jinhae (1 
hr), Jinju (1 hr 30 min), Hadong (2 hrs 20 min), Namwon (3 hrs) and Gwangju (3 hrs 30 min).
Q  Busan also has an international airport. Gimhae International Airport, just west of Busan, 
is in fact one of Korea’s busiest airports with frequent flights to Seoul’s Gimpo Airport and 
Jeju. Gimhae also has frequent flights to Tokyo Narita, Osaka, Beijing and Hong Kong.
В  Finally, there’s the ferry. Busan has Korea’s busiest ferry terminal, with ferry service to 
several Japanese cities, including Fukuoka (2 hrs 55 min), Shimonoseki (8 hrs 30 min), Izuhara 
(2 hrs 40 min), Hitakatsu (1 hr) and Osaka (16 hrs 30 min).

Transpor t
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U ls a n  S -У

Take Detro it during its heyday, put it  together w ith  Newcastle during its heyday, 
and you’ve got Ulsan. L ittle  more than a sleepy fishing and whaling village just 50 
years ago, this th riv ing  port city o f 1.1 m illion people is an industrial giant, home 
to  the w o rld ’s largest auto plant, its largest shipyard and one o f its largest o il 
refineries. This is where the Korean economic miracle became a reality.

As you m ight expect, Ulsan used to  be a pretty g ritty  place, and it ’s still very 
industrial. The city has been using some o f its newfound prosperity to  do a b it o f 
beautifying, though, so now you ’ ll find  a good many urban parks, especially 
along the Taehwagang River. The real charms o f the city, however, can be found 
along the coast and in the high peaks overlooking the city.

I a v n u t  U*san ls on estuary of the Taehwagang River, which bisects the city 
^  as it meanders east to west. Most of the metropolitan area is actually quite

mountainous and sparely populated, w ith the urban area restricted to the estuary flats 
and the narrow valley linking Ulsan with Gyeongju to the north. The coastal areas are 
rocky and quite scenic. To the west of the city are the grand Yeongnam Alps, a 
picturesque mountain range capped by Mt. Sinbulsan (1,159 m). famous for its golden 
field o f pampas grass in autumn.

Ulsan’s SK Oil Refinery, one of the largest such facilities in the world
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Ulsan is designated a metropolitan city, meaning that, administratively, it functions as 
its own province. Alone amongst metropolitan cities, however, it does not have a 
subway, meaning you’ll need to take buses to get from place to place.

As far as facilities go, Taehwagang Station (formerly Ulsan Station) is located in the 
east o f town, about a 20 minute walk from the city core. Ulsan Station, the new KTX 
station, is located way out of town in the satellite town o f Eonyang У2>', a 30 minute bus 
ride away. The express and intercity bus terminals, meanwhile, are conveniently located 
in the heart o f downtown Ulsan.

The beautiful highland pampas grass fields of Mt. Sinbulsan



D aegokcheon S tream , Bangudae (left), Petroglyphs, Bangudae. E tched betw een the  N eo lith ic  Age and 
the  B ronze Age, they in d ica te  Koreans have been whaling fo r qu ite  som e time.

B a n g u d a e  P e t r o g ly p h s
One o f Korea’s more unique historical sites 

can be fo u n d  on the  c l i f fs  o v e r lo o k in g  
D a e g o k c h e o n  CH ^5 , a t r i b u t a r y  o f  
Taehwagang R ive r ЕН$1У, Here yo u ’ ll  find  

o ve r 2 0 0  p r e h is to r ic  ro c k  e n g ra v in g s  

depicting local w ild life  and hunting scenes. 
Some o f  the scenes even de p ic t w h a lin g , 
indicating that the industry has been a time- 

honored Ulsan tra d itio n . Discovered by a 
Dongguk University research team in 1971, 

the petroglyphs are believed to  have been 
etched between the N e o lith ic  Age and the 

Bronze Age, a lthough there’s cu rren tly  no 
way to  know  fo r certain.

The petroglyphs have been designated a 

national treasure, but preservation has been 
an ongoing concern. In the 1960s, p r io r to  

the discovery o f the engravings, a dam was 
b u ilt  on the river, and now  the c lif fs  are 
su b m erg ed  e ig h t m o n th s  o f  th e  year. 

Experts now w o rry  about the cond ition  o f 
the a rtw ork , which is on UNESCO’s lis t o f 
tentative W orld Heritage sites.

As spectacular as the pe trog lyp hs  are, 

a c tu a lly  seeing the m  is n o t w ith o u t  its  
hassles. Firstly, the images can be seen on ly  
between October to  February, when water 

levels are low  and engravings rise above the 
waves. Secondly, since the river blocks direct 
access to  the cliffs; you have to  take in the 

engravings fro m  the fa r side o f  the river. 
Fortunately, there are binoculars set up to  
help v is itors get a closer view, and the re ’s

also a replica set up to  give you a be tter 
understanding o f w hat you’ re looking at.

®  Take Bus No. 513, 515, 516 , 313, 314 o r  317 
from  U lsan In te rc ity  Bus T e rm ina l to  Eonyang, 
and from  there  trans fe r to  Bus No. 361 , 365, 369 
o r 37 3  bound fo r D u dong  o r  D useo and 
ge t o ff a t Bangudae.

ja n g s a e n g p o  W h a le  M u s e u m
з я ы г я  е д а

P rio r to  the 1986 in te rn a t io n a l ban on 

w ha ling , Ulsan was the center o f  Korea ’s 
w h a l in g  in d u s t r y  a n d  h a d  be en  fo r  
m illennia judging fro m  the prehistoric c lif f  

e n g ra v in g s  a t B angudae . Jangsaengpo 
W h a le  M u seum  c o n ta in s  a r t i fa c ts  and 
d is p la y s , in c lu d in g  w h a le  s k e le to n s , 

recalling this history. I t ’s no t an especially 
big place, but w o rth  a look i f  you ’ve go t an 

interest in  whales o r w ha lin g . There ’s an 
old w haling boat displayed in fro n t o f the 
museum fo r you to  explore, too.

Around the museum you’ ll find restaurants

W hale  a rtw ork  a t Jasaengpo



W hale-w atch ing (left), H yundai M otors U lsan Plant

specializing in whale meat, most commonly 

m inke whale . U n like  in  Japan, w ha ling  is 
illegal in Korea, but i f  fishermen accidentally 

catch a whale while trying to  catch other fish, 
they can keep it. Whale meat is prepared in a 
num ber o f  w ays, in c lu d in g  b o ile d , raw, 

frozen and cured in salt. To get a platter o f 

w hale  meat w i l l  ru n  you between 70,000 

w o n  (g o o d  fo r  one to  tw o  peop le ) and

100,000 (good fo r three to  four).
E very S a tu rd a y  and Sunday (w ea ther 

perm itting) between A p ril and October, you 

can also take a whale w atch ing tour. The 
boat departs from  a dock near the museum 

at 9:30 am and returns at 12:30 pm. Get to 
the dock an h o u r be fore d e pa rtu re , and 
bring  your ID . Cost: 20,000 won.
S  2 ,000  w on ©  9 :30  am  to  6  pm  (adm ission 
ends 1 hou r be fore  c los ing). C losed  Mondays.
®  052 -256-6301 - 2  6  w w w .w ha lem useum .go.kr 
(KR ) @ From  in fro n t of U lsan Express Bus 
Term ina l, take  B us No. 2 4 6  and ge t o ff at 
H aegun B u dae  A p  s top  a e w iy  (2 m in).
T h e  m useum  is a sh o rt w a lk  from  there.

H y u n d a i H e a v y  I n d u s t r ie s
W hen Korea— w ith  lit t le  cap ita l and even 
less e x p e r ie n c e  b u i ld in g  o c e a n g o in g  

vesse ls— d e c id e d  to  e n te r  th e  g lo b a l 
s h ip b u i ld in g  in d u s t r y  in  th e  1 9 7 0 s , 

international experts thought the nation had 
gone insane. Today, Korea is the w o r ld ’s 
la rgest s h ip b u ild e r by far. The c o u n try ’s 
massive shipyards produce the lion ’s share o f 

the w o rld ’s big ships, including o il tankers, 
container ships and LN G /LPG  carriers.

H y u n d a i H e a v y  In d u s tr ie s  g o t th e  
Korean sh ipbuild ing industry underway in 

1972 w hen i t  began w o rk  on its  U lsan 
s h ip y a rd . H y u n d a i is n o w  th e  w o r ld ’s 

biggest shipbuilder, and its Ulsan fac ility  the 
w o rld ’s largest shipyard. I t ’s tru ly  a site to 

beho ld— the 7.2 m ill io n  m 2 o f ind u s tria l 
m igh t stretching 4 km  along the coast w ith  

n ine  la rge  d ry  docks and seven G o lia th  

cranes. M ann ing  the yard is a workforce o f 

about 25,000 workers.
You can jo in  free tours o f the facility , but 

you need to  make a reservation three days 
in  advance— see h ttp ://e n g lis h .h h i.c o .k r / 

con tac t/to u r_ app lica tion .a sp  o r ca ll 052- 

202-2235 fo r details.
@ Take B us No. 401 , 1114, 1401 from  Ulsan 
In terc ity  Bus Term ina l and ge t o ff at Hyundai 
H eavy Industries  (30 m in).

H y u n d a i  M o t o r  U ls a n  P la n t
^снхцхв-гдаг

O nce y o u ’ ve seen H y u n d a i’s s h ip y a rd , 
check ou t its car factory, the w o rld ’s largest. 
H e re  an a rm y  o f  3 4 ,0 0 0  p ro d u ce s  an 

average o f 5,600 cars a day. The p lan t has 

its ow n fire  s ta tion , hosp ita l and massive 
p o rt where H yunda i cars are loaded onto 

ships b o und  fo r  m a rke ts  a ll a ro u n d  the 

w orld . I t  tru ly  is a c ity  unto itself. Tours are 
ava ilable, b u t you should ca ll in  advance 

(052-280-2232-5).
И  Take B us No. 401 o r 1104 from  U lsan Intercity 
Bus Term ina l to  H yunda i M oto r U lsan Plant.

http://www.whalemuseum.go.kr
http://english.hhi.co.kr/


Scenic Daewangam Park has its historical monuments, too.

D a e w a n g a m  P a r k
N o t fa r from  Hyundai Heavy Industries is a 

lo v e ly  seaside p a rk  o f  p leasant w a lk in g  
paths, weather beaten pines, craggy rock 

and green-blue sea. I t ’s a nice place to  feel 
the ocean breeze and smell the salt air.

The high light o f the park is a small rock 
is la n d  connected  to  the  m a in la n d  by a 

picturesque fo o t bridge. I t  is said this is the 
b u r ia l p lace o f  K in g  M u n m u  o f  S illa  (r. 
66 1 -6 8 1 ), the great m onarch w ho  united 

Korea under Silla rule. When M unm u died, 
he asked to be cremated and have his ashes 

scattered in the sea, where he w ou ld  turn 
in to  a d ragon  and p ro te c t the k in g d o m  
fro m  fo re ign  in va s io n . T h e re ’s a s im ila r 

rock  jus t up the  coast in  G yeong ju  w ith  
w hich it  shares this legend. A lso in the park 

is a stately o ld  lighthouse b u ilt in 1906 to 
replace a wooden one b u ilt by the Japanese 
the year before fo r the Russo-Japanese War. 
@ From  U lsan In terc ity  Bus Term ina l, take  Bus 
No. 401, 1114, o r  1401 and  g e t off at 
U lg ideungdae O bse rva to ry  # 7isui.

M t .  S in b u ls a n  
&  t h e  Y e o n g n a m  A lp s
T h e  w e s te rn  re a c h e s  o f  U ls a n  a re  
dominated by the so-called Yeongnam Alps, 
a range o f majestic m ounta ins w ith  seven 
peaks o f  1 ,000 m o r m ore  w h ich  covers 

pa rts  o f  the  c itie s  and to w n s  o f  U lsan , 
M iryang  and Cheongdo The most 
p o p u la r  peak to  h ik e  is M t .  S inbu lsan  
(1,159 m), a gentle m ounta in most famous

fo r  its  g ia n t h ig h la n d  fie ld s  o f  pam pas 
grass, the golden reeds o f which bloom  in 

October-November.

M o s t  h ik e r s  d o  M t .  S in b u ls a n  in  
com bination w ith  some o f the other peaks 

on the ridge like  M t.  Yeongchuksan 
(1,081 m) and M t. Ganwolsan (1,069 
m ). D e p e n d in g  on h o w  yo u  go  a b o u t 

attacking the peak, the hike could take you 
anywhere between fou r and nine hours. If 

you in c lu d e  M t.  Y eongchuksan in  you r 
h ike , you can i f  you lik e  descend to  the 
great Buddhist monastery o f Tongdosa 

(see p 5 9 7 ), w h ic h  is a t the  fo o t  o f  the 
mountain.

I f  you’ re look ing  fo r a rewarding m u lti
day hike, though, you can w a lk  the entirety 

o f  the  Y eo n g n a m  A lp s , in c lu d in g  the  
highest peak in  the range, M t. Gajisan 7ix|* f 
(1,240 m), a rugged m ounta in famous fo r 
its beautifu l valleys and b r illia n t colonies o f 

ro ya l azaleas th a t b lo o m  in  sp rin g . N o t 
on ly  is this hike scenically rewarding; i t  is 
c u l tu r a l ly  fa s c in a t in g , to o ,  th a n k s  to  

region’s many im po rtan t Buddhist temples

Paragliding from Mt. Sinbulsan
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l ik e  Tongdosa, Seongnamsa (a t the resource w ith  p len ty  o f  English-language
base o f  M t.  G a jisan ) and Unm unsa °"°л| in fo rm ation  on tra ils  and sights.

(see p545). I f  you’ re going to  do this hike, Й  From Ulsan Intercity Bus Terminal, take Bus
you should consult the website Yeongnam No_1703,1713 or 1723 and get off in Eonyang.

In Eonyang. transfer to Bus No. 323 and get off 
A lp s  M o u n ta in  T o u r  G u id e  (w w w .  at the Deungeok Hot Springs
y e o n g n a m a lp s .k r) , an e x c e lle n t o n lin e

Ulsan’s best known specialty is whale—you’ll find plenty of restaurants serving this dish up 
near Jangsaengpo Whale Museum. If whale is not your red meat of choice, though, the 

Whe«T° sate|l'te town of Eonyang is famous for its fresh Korean beef, or hanu. Give Eonyang Giwajip 
Bulgogi 2 9  7® = жл7| (052-262-4884) and its namesake dish a try for 17,000 won. The 
restaurant, an old hanok near the intersection one block in front of Eonyang Elementary 
School g&' i.sys , is lovely in and of itself. There are many other places doing bulgogi in 
Eonyang, so look around if this place is too busy.

Downtown, you can score really good, really reasonably priced Korean hanjeongsik (rice, 
soup and plenty of side dishes, 6,000 won) at Teominal Sikdang ВДУ-уй (052-275-8808) just 
south ofTaehwa Rotary ыУ5уа|_ North of the river, in Ulsan’s Central Market StfSSWy, you’ll 
find an alley of restaurants specializing in ggomjangeo S ^01, or inshore hagfish. Sometimes 
called the “ slime eel,”  the "fish”  (it has a skull but no backbone, making its classification a 
matter of scientific controversy) is indeed eel-shaped and very, very slimy, but bathe it in a 
tangy sauce and grill it up, and it makes for great eating, especially over a bottle o f soju.

Ulsan’s old downtown, otherwise known as sinae xiLH, has a lively bar scene, as does the 
newer downtown area of Samsan-dong

At the top end, the Hyundai Hotel ВД-ёу (052-251-2233, http://www.hyundaihotel.com/ 
ulsan_en/index.jsp) near Hyundai Heavy Industries has everything you’d expect in a luxury 

W " -T0 hotel. Rooms start at 220,000 won a night. Lotte Hotel (052-960-1000, www.tottehotelulsan. 
com) is conveniently located near the bus terminals and the happening downtown area.
Rooms here go for 363,000 won a night. Not nearly as expensive but good value is Ulsan Hotel 
Good Morning 8У  з е у & у  (052-209-9000, www.ulsangoodmorninghotel.com), also near 
Hyundai Heavy Industries, with rooms beginning at 169,400 won. Budget travelers will 
probably want to look around Taehwagang Train Station for affordable lodging options. Joy 
Hotel50is-У (052-257-6827), right across the street from the station, is popular with travelers, 
with rooms beginning at 50,000 won on weekends.

Г§ш] (Ш)The easiest way to get to Ulsan is by KTX express train. KTX trains to Ulsan depart from 
Seoul Station (2 hrs 15 min). From Busan Station it takes just 20 minutes, and from Daegu’s 
Dongdaegu Station about 30 minutes. Ulsan Station, built for the KTX, is located in Eonyang, 
about 20 minutes by bus from downtown Ulsan. Taehwagang Station in downtown Ulsan is 
serviced by Saemaeul and Mugunghwa trains connecting Busan’s Bujeon Station and Daegu’s 
Dongdaegu Station. From Busan, it takes about 1 hour 15 minutes. 2  Ulsan’s Intercity and 
Express bus terminals are located in the heart of downtown, near the landmark Lotte Wheel $ 

5S5.'9xL From Seoul, Ulsan-bound buses depart from Seoul Express Bus Terminal (4 hrs 
30 min). From Daegu, buses to Ulsan depart from Daegu Express Bus Terminal (1 hr 40 min). 
Coming from the south, buses from Busan Bus Terminal take just one hour. Q  Ulsan does 
have an airport for domestic flights. There are pretty frequent flights to and from Seoul’s 
Gimpo International Airport (55 min) and two flights a day to and from Jeju (1 hr 10 min). The 
airport is just north of town, about 20 minutes by bus from downtown.

Tr anspor t

http://www.hyundaihotel.com/
http://www.tottehotelulsan
http://www.ulsangoodmorninghotel.com
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Ji n h a e

о City HallP ro v in c ia l
Governmenl Bui

i City Hall

H j in h a e  Harbor 
5

Jinhae is a pleasant little  port town 
a b o u t 40  m in u te s  by bus fro m  
Busan. The Japanese developed the 
to w n  as a nava l base d u r in g  the 
colonial period, and a navy tow n it 
r e m a in s  t o d a y — i t ’ s h o m e  to  
C o m m and er-in -C h ie f R epub lic  o f 
Korea Fleet (C IN C R O K F L T ) and 
th e  R e p u b lic  o f  K o re a  N a v a l 
Academy. Compared to  other m ajor ' ! L  i ?
ports on the South Sea coast such as 
Busan and M asan, Jinhae is qu ite
small w ith  a laidback feel. In spring it  comes alive w ith  its famous cherry blossom 
festival but fall is also a nice time to  come, when the leaves start falling
and the town is embraced by a romantic, almost exotic charm.

Gimhae О  |  
О  International Q  Busan City 

О  Airport
W  О

Jinhae 's  fam ous cherry  blossom s
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j i n h a e  P o s t  O f f ic e
O n the Jungwon R otary — the old

“ d o w n to w n ”  before the C ity  H a ll moved 
elsewhere— is the o ld  J inhae Post O ffice , 

o n e  o f  th e  m o s t b e a u t i f u l  a n d  best 

p re s e rv e d  e x a m p le s  o f  c o lo n ia l  e ra  
architecture in  Korea. The post office, a one 
s to ry  w ood  b u ild in g , was construc ted  in  

1912 by the Japanese. B u ilt in  a Russian 

style, i t  is crow ned w ith  a copper-p la ted 
ro o f (restored in  the 1980s; the Japanese 
had replaced the orig ina l copper w ith  zinc 
p la ting du ring  W orld  W ar II); it  has turned 

a beautifu l emerald co lo r that matches the 

d oors , w in d o w s  and cute Japanese-style 
bu lle tin  board. A ctua lly, the Russian style 

o f the b u ild ing  suggests th a t the b u ild ing  
may have in it ia lly  housed the o ld  Russian

consu la te . A t any ra te , the b u ild in g  is a 
g o o d  e x a m p le  o f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  

Western architecture in early 20th century 
Japan, transposed to  its imperial ambitions 

in  Korea.

B la c k  &  W h i t e  T e a h o u s e
O n the o ther side o f  the ro ta ry  is a tw o- 
s to ry  w o o d  b u ild in g  th a t h o ld s  one o f 
J in h a e ’s h idd en  treasures, the  B lack &  

W hite  Teahouse (Heukbaek Dabang). The 

B la c k  &  W h ite  Te aho use  w as one o f  
K o r e a ’s fe w  re m a in in g  “ o ld - s t y le ”  

teahouses o f  the k ind popular during more 
rustic times. Painter Yu Taeng-nyeol opened 
the p lace in  1955— the b la ck  and w h ite  

in te rio r was painted by Yu himself. M any 
o f  Gyeongsangnam -do’s a rtis ts , inc lud ing  
pa in ter Lee Jung-seop and com poser Yun 

I-sang, v is ited  the  teahouse to  com pose 
poetry and hold exhib its and performances. 

There’s a lo t o f h isto ry in  this place, which 

exudes n o th in g  b u t ch a rm . Sadly, i t  no 
longer functions as a teahouse, but i t  does 
ho ld  small concerts in the evenings o f every 

first and th ird  Saturday. Call 055-542-2257 
fo r more info rm ation.

Jin h a e  G u n h a n g j e  уёнгцхн

This is Korea’s most famous cherry blossom festival, 
so if you’re into the beautiful whitish pink flower, 
this is the event for you. It has been held annually 
since 1963 to commemorate the patriotic spirit of 
Admiral Yi Sun-sin and has since developed into one 
of Korea’s leading spring festivals. Locals and 
tourists can enjoy the beautiful sight of cherry 
blossoms in full bloom, as well as take part in joyful 
cultural art events or snoop around markets fu ll of 
products from all parts o f Korea. It’s also a good 
chance to visit the Korea Naval Academy. The festival 
draws upwards of a million tourists to Jinhae yearly.
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TONGYEONG 8 9

Few cities in Korea can match the natural beauty o f Tongyeong. A port city on 
Korea’s scenic southern coast, it is an in tox ica ting  blend o f rustic sm all-town 
charm, port city cosmopolitanism and stunning seaside scenery. Often praised as 
the “ Naples o f the O rien t”  (minus the ominous volcano), the city also boasts an 
unusually prominent place in the history o f the Korean arts, having been home to 
several respected artists, poets, writers and composers. I t ’s the perfect place to 
spend the weekend, recharging batteries exhausted by the big city grind.

H is to rv  Топ8Уеоп8 has a long and fascinating history, especially for those with an 
У interest in Korean naval warfare. It was in the waters just o ff Tongyeong that 

the Battle o f Hansan Island, one o f the most im portant battles o f the seven-year Imjin 
War (1592-1598), was fought. On Aug 14,1592, a Korean fleet of 54 vessels under the 
command o f legendary Korean hero Admiral Yi Sun-sin did battle against a Japanese 
fleet o f 73 warships. By the end o f the day, 47 Japanese warships were resting at the 
bottom o f the South Sea, 12 had been captured and Japanese warlord Toyotomi 
Hideyoshi’s war plans lay in tatters.

After the battle, a massive naval command complex was constructed on the peninsula.

Port of Tongyeong, the Naples of the Orient'
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-Napoli Motel
Central Market 

Sebyeonggwan

Tongyeong Ferry

Tongyeong

> Mireu

Tongyeong Tourist Hotel

Cheongma 
Literature Hall

Dongho-man Bay 
Bridge

В  Chungmu Tourist Hotel

Jeon Hyeokrim
Art Gallery Щ H

i k  Mt.Mireuksan 

i k  ML Yonghwasan

•  Sanyang Sightseeing Road

I 1----- 1
0 1

• Geojedo Island

»Jeseungdang

• Gollido > Hansando Island

fk O ara F -a rk Somaemuldo Islands

f

This complex, w ith command over the naval forces o f Chungcheong, Jeolla and Gyeongsang 
provinces, was called Samdosugun Tongjesayeong (literally, “ Command Post of the Navys 
o f Three Provinces” ), and it is from this that “ Tongyeong”  got its name.

Tongyeong is located on the small but very mountainous peninsula ju tting 
Layout out from Goseong-gun Gyeongsangnam-do. The downtown area 
nestles between hillsides and a narrow bay that cuts almost entirely through the 
peninsula at its midsection from the east. In fact, the bay is only connected to the sea 
west o f the peninsula through the Tongyeong Canal, which was built by the Japanese in 
1932. This has turned the southern part o f the peninsula into a v irtua l island, w ith the 
two halves connected by the picturesque Tongyeong and Chungmu bridges, creating a 
downtown bisected. To the east, the peninsula is also connected to Geoje Island by 
Geoje Bridge and the New Geoje Bridge. Tongyeong also has some 150 islands, only 41 of 
which are inhabited. The islands are part o f Hallyeo Maritime National Park a
scenic stretch o f sea and coast that includes the islands and waterways between Yeosu, 
Jeoltanam-do and Tongyeong. The most popular o f these islands can be reached via 
passenger ships and tour boats that depart from the downtown waterfront area.



Tongyeong Canal and Tongyeong Bridge

Tongyeong Bridge 53ШД 
& Chungmu Bridge
Blessed as i t  is w ith  a beautiful harbor and 
superb natural surroundings, Tongyeong is an 

excellent spot for sightseeing. One o f the more 
ro m antic  th in gs  to  do is s tro ll a long  the 
T o ngye ong  C a n a l SSSsI a t n ig h t .  The 

Chungmu and Tongyeong bridges are lit  up in 
b lue  and green l ig h t ,  and the c o lo r fu l 

re flec tions o f f  the canal waters are tru ly  
b e a u t ifu l.  T h e  scen e ry  is p a r t ic u la r ly  

breathtaking at dusk, when the sky behind the 
surrounding hillsides turns orange just before 
the deep purple o f the nighttime sky sets in.

Sebyeonggwan Hall ^ £ 9
There are more than a few reminders o f the 
c ity’s importance in Korea’s naval history. On 
a h i l ls id e  o v e r lo o k in g  th e  h a rb o r  is 

Tongjesayeong, the former command post for 
Korean naval forces in the Gyeongsang, Jeolla 

and Chungcheong provinces. M uch o f  the 
compound has been recently restored but the 
magnificent Sebyeonggwan H a ll— designated

National Treasure No. 293— is original. The 

massive, open-sided meeting hall was bu ilt in 
1603 and has managed to  survive the ravages 

o f time. I t ’s a must-see fo r anyone interested 
in Korean traditional architecture.

Gangguan Port
O f more recent manufacture is a replica o f 
a geobukseon -W ti ( “ tu rtle sh ip ” ) moored 
in  Gangguan Port. B u ilt in Seoul and sailed 

to  Tongyeong in late 2005, the vessel is a 
perfect replica o f the revo lu tionary warship 

so a b ly  used b y  A d m ira l Y i S u n -s in . 
A lthough a po in t o f contention, turtleships 
are considered by m any to  be the w o r ld ’s 

f irs t iro n -c la d  vessels. The ne ighborhood 
around Gangguan P ort, co inc iden tly , has 

been designated a “ cu ltu ra l p laza”  by the 
c i ty .  T h e  area  is  f u l l  o f  re s ta u ra n ts ,  
especially those specia liz ing in  Chungm u 

ginibap a n d  is  a p a r t ic u la r ly
p le a s a n t p la ce  to  s t r o l l  a ro u n d . T h e  
Jungang M a rk e t SSMS, w ith  lo ts  o f  live  
fish fo r sale, is located nearby.

Sebyeonggwan Hall (left), replica of a geobukseon at Gangguan Port
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Mireukdo â
M o st visitors to  Tongyeong make it  a po in t 

to  v is it the c ity ’s scenic o ffshore  islands. 

C hoosing w h ich  one can be prob lem atic , 
especially i f  you’ re on a tig h t schedule. But 

i f  you’d just like to  see the islands w ithou t 
a c tu a lly  se tting  fo o t on them , c lim b  M t. 

M ireuksan on M ireukdo  (just south o f 
the downtow n area) o r  take a bus (o r car, i f  
you ’ve got one) along the beautifu l Sanyang 
R ing Road th ye itE S  to  Dara Park 

where you ’ re afforded stunning views o f the 
South Sea and its islands. The v iew  from  
Dara Park is pa rticu la rly  recommended at 

sunset, when the sky is flooded w ith  color.
W o rth  a v is it  is the  Jeon H y u c k  L im  

Museum S ^ o lts ®  (055-645-7349). Painter 

Jeon H yuck L im  was a pioneer in  Korean 
c o lo r fie ld  abstraction. Except fo r a b rie f 

tim e  in  Busan, he lived  h is  e n tire  l ife  in 
Tongyeong, fa r removed (by choice) from  

the pa in ter circles in  Seoul. H is  d is tin c tly  
d e s ig n e d  th r e e - s to r y  m u se u m  com es 

equipped w ith  a coffee shop and ou tdoo r 
tables w ith  fine views, so be sure to  stop by.

f 3 0 S

To n g y e o n g  I n t e r n a t io n a l  

M u s ic  Fe s t iv a l

The Tongyeong International Music 
Festival (055-645-2137, www. 
isangyuncompetition.org) is one of 
Korea’s biggest music celebrations. Held 
each spring and fall, the festival draws 
some of the biggest names in music 
around the w orld-featuring several 
genres, including classical and jazz. The 
festival is held to honor composer Yun 
l-sang (1917-1995), who was born in 
Tongyeong but lived much o f his life in 
exile in Germany.

Hansando Island
H a n s a n d o  I s la n d ,  th e  la r g e s t  o f  

Tongyeong’s islands, is p robab ly  the most 
popular to  v is it thanks to  its pine tree-lined 

paths and the Jeseungdang Shrine The 
Jeseungdang, lov ing ly  restored in  1976, was 

the com m and post o f  A dm ira l Y i Sun-sin 
d u r in g  th e  Im j in  W ar. S u rro u n d e d  by 
b e a u t ifu l red  p in e s  a n d  b lessed w ith  

spectacular views o f  the sea, i t ’s said the

View of port of Tongyeong and offshore islands from Mireukdo



s h r in e  c o m p o u n d  is  s t ra ig h t  o u t  o f  a 
trad itiona l Korean pa in ting. Entry in to  the 

shrine costs 1,000 won.
@ Getting to Hansando is a simple affair. There 
are hourly ferries to Hansando from Tongyeong 
Ferry Terminal. Ferry fare is 4,100 won.

Somaemuldo Island
A n o th e r  p o p u la r  is la n d  d e s tin a tio n  is 

S o m a e m u ld o ,  a lo n g  w i t h  n e a r b y  

D eungdaeseom  (L ig h th o u se  Is le t) . 
Somaemuldo is home to  some 50 residents; 
i t  used to  have its ow n elementary school, 

to o , before i t  closed in  1996. The m a jo r 
reason you ’d  w an t to come here, however, 

is to  check ou t the view  o f Deungdaeseom. 
Topped by a ligh th ouse  (b u ilt  in  1917), 

Deungdaeseom is absolutely breathtaking 
w i th  its  w e a th e r-b a tte re d  c l i f fs  r is in g  

s tra ig h t o u t fro m  the sea. A t lo w  tide , a 
land  bridge connects Deungdaeseom and

Somaemuldo Island

S o m a e m u ld o , a l lo w in g  y o u  to  w a lk  

between the two.
Ш  There are three ferries a day to Somaemul
do from Tongyeong Ferry Terminal. A  round-trip 
ticket will run you 13,200 won.

The dish most popularly associated with Tongyeong is 
Chungmu gimbap (Chungmu being the city's former name, 
taken from the honorific name of Admiral Yi Sun-sin). This is a 
simple dish of rice rolled in small pieces of dried seaweed, 
accompanied by radish kimchi and spicy squid slices.
Originally a quick meal for fishermen on the waves, Chungmu 
gimbap has gone national as a cheap and tasty way to fill 
your belly. The best place to score this local delicacy is across from Tongyeong Ferry 
Terminal—there’s a whole row of restaurants specializing in it. One serving will run you 3,500 
won. Being a port, the city also has a plethora of raw fish restaurants.

You shouldn’t have much of a problem finding places to stay. There are a ton of Korean inns or 
yeogwan, around the Tongyeong Intercity Bus Terminal. If you’d like to go a bit more upscale, 
the best places in town are Tongyeong Tourist Hotel SS S S S l (055-644-4411), Chungmu 
Tourist Hotel (055-645-2091) and Chungmu Beach Hotel (055-642-8181).
A cheaper option with a nice view of Gangguan Port is Napoli Motel Lisaiavi (055-646-0202). A 
night here is 40,000 won and the view out the window is outstanding—especially at night. 
Some rooms come equipped with high-speed Internet.

W hat  to 
Eat

Q
W h e r e to

Stay

Intercity buses run between Seoul’s Nambu and Express bus terminals and Tongyeong. This is 
not a short trip at a little over 4 hours (assuming the traffic’s good). Fare is between 20,000 
and 30,800 won. If buses aren’t your thing, you could train it to Busan and take the 
considerably shorter bus trip from there to Tongyeong-the direct bus from Busan’s Seobu 
Bus Terminal costs 9,800 won and the ride takes about two hours.

Tr anspor t
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Yi S u n - s in  &  t h e  I m j in  W a r

In Korea’s long history, there are few heroes as beloved as Yi Sun-sin (1545-1598), the 16th 
century admiral lauded as the Lord Nelson o f Korea. Showing promise in the military arts 
from a young age, Yi earned his first battlefield victories with a successful campaign 
against Manchurian Jurchen raiders in 1580s. It was during the brutal Imjin War of 1592- 
1598, however, that his brilliance was put on full display.

By the 1590s, the Japanese warlord Hideyoshi Toyotomi had unified Japan and had set his 
sights on something far grander—the conquest o f China. To do this, of course, he first 
needed passage through Korea. A Japanese request to allow Japanese troops passage 
through Korea was rejected by the Korean court, who were allies of Ming China. So Japan 
decided to invade Korea instead.

The massive Japanese invasion force that landed near Busan in May 1592 was a 
competently-led professional force containing many battle-hardened veterans o f Japan’s 
century of civil war. They were armed with arquebuses, early guns introduced to Japan by 
the Portuguese and mass-produced by Japanese gunsmiths. They made short work of the 
overwhelmed Korean defenders as they rushed up the peninsula.

If the Japanese had a weakness, though, it was that their army was dependent on 
bases in Japan for supplies and troops. Admiral Yi exploited this weakness to brilliant 
effect. In a series o f naval battles against the Japanese in the waters off Korea’s southern 
coast, Yi shattered several larger Japanese fleets with few losses o f his own. In one

battle, Yi’s fleet o f 13 ships annihilated a Japanese 
fleet o f 333 warships.

In September 1598, a dying Hideyoshi ordered the 
withdrawal o f his army from Korea. In December, Yi 
fought his final battle against the Japanese, leading an 
allied Korean-Chinese fleet against a Japanese fleet 
preparing to withdraw Japanese troops back to Japan. 
Again, the Japanese were soundly defeated, but this 
time, Korean victory came at a terrible price—as the 
Koreans were pursuing the fleeing Japanese, a Japanese 
arquebusier shot Admiral Yi in the chest. He died a few 
minutes later, but not before ordering his death be kept 
a secret from his men.

f f l

Tu r t l e  S h ip

Adding to Yi’s brilliance was an innovative new piece of naval technology, the turtle  ship, 
or geobukseon. These large, heavily armored ships—designed by Yi himself—may not 
have been “ ironclad,”  as was until recently claimed, but they did have fu lly covered 
decks designed to deflect enemy fire. Their decks were also covered with iron spikes to 
deter would-be boarding parties—a crucial defense, since boarding enemy ships to 
engage in hand-to-hand combat was a popular naval tactic o f the age. They were armed 
with 11 cannons—Japanese ships, by contrast, rarely carried cannons—and smoke 
emitted from their bows helped hide the ir movements. While it’s open to question just 
how im portant the ships were in Yi’s victories, they nevertheless have come to symbolize 
the admiral’s ingenuity.
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G e o j e d o  I s l a n d

Korea’s second largest island, Geoje-do is a popular weekend getaway destination 
fo r Busan residents. The island m arks the eastern end o f H a llyeo  M a ritim e  
N a tiona l Park, a m aritim e park tha t comprises much o f Korea’s southeastern 
coastline. Some o f the scenery here is spectacular, especially the craggy cliffs and 
islets o f beautiful Geoje Haegeumgang. In addition to being a tourist destination, 
G eojedo is also home to  sh ipya rds  o f  D aew oo S h ip b u ild in g  and M a rin e  
Engineering and Samsung Heavy Industries, tw o o f the w orld ’s largest shipbuilders.

B u s a n - G e o je  F ix e d  L in k
Opened in  December o f  2010, th is  8 km 
scenic stretch o f bridge and tunnel d irectly 

lin ks  Busan w ith  Geojedo, reducing w ha t 
used to  be a long drive o r fe rry  ride to  a 

m ere 50  m in u te  d r iv e . A n  e n g in e e rin g  
marvel— its tunnel is one o f the longest and 
deepest in the w orld— the link  is also quite 

picturesque in its ow n right.

F o r m e r  R O W  C a m p
D u rin g  the Korean War, Geojedo was the 
site o f the largest U N  prisoner o f w ar camp. 
Some 170,000 N o rth  Korean and Chinese 

POWs were housed here during the course 

o f  the war. C o nd itions  in  the cam p were 
d i f f i c u l t ,  in  no sm a ll p a r t because the 

prisoners themselves were often in a state o f 
near-civil w ar between anti-communists who

Opened in 2010, the Busan-Geoje Fixed Link has made Geojedo much easier to visit.
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The dramatic coast of Geoje Haegeumgang is Geoje’s top scenic spot.

were pressed in to  the communist armies and 
com munist loyalists. One uprising in 1952 
led to  the capture o f the camp’s American 

com m ander. The cam p has la rg e ly  been 
restored and now serves as a museum.
©  9 am to 5 pm (Nov-Feb), 9 am to 6 pm (M ar- 
Oct) 3 ,000w o n ® 055-639-8125-7 8 The 
camp is a 5 minute taxi ride from Gohyeon Bus 
Terminal д у тд ц щ у  jn Gohyeon, Geoje-do's 
biggest town.

G e o je  H a e g e u m g a n g  W H s y
T h is  s tu n n in g  p iece o f  co a s tlin e  in  the 
southeastern corner o f the island, designated 

N a tio n a l Scenic Site N o . 2 , is G eo jedo ’s 

biggest draw. I t ’s a d ram atic  landscape o f 
jagged cliffs plunging into the deep green sea. 
The sunrises and sunsets here are q u ite  
inspiring, especially at Ilwolbong Rock WSS, 

a w e ll-k n o w n  scenic spo t p o p u la r  w ith  
landscape photographers.

The best way to  see Haegeumgang is by 
tou r boat— you’ ll find  the dock a t G algot-ri 
S52I. There are a num ber o f tours available 

bu t the  m ost p o p u la r one (1 6 ,00 0  w on )

takes you around the more famous scenic
spots before heading to  the nearby island

garden o f Oedo where you ’ ll have 90
m inutes to  exp lo re before the boat heads

back to  p o rt. The h ig h lig h t o f the tr ip  is
S ip ja g u l ( “ C ro s s ” ) C a ve  =x ,s , w hose
craggy ro ck  w a lls  to w e r ove r the cru ise
boats as they enter the na rrow  cavern.

ф  1,600 won (park fee for Hallyeo Maritime 
National Park)

O e d o  B o ta n ia
A d m it te d ly ,  som e  e x a g g e ra t io n  w as 
employed in the name, but Oedo is s till a 
very p leasant p lace , a lb e it an odd one. 
E s s e n t ia l ly ,  th e  is la n d  is  o n e  b ig  

M e d ite rra n e a n -s ty le  b o ta n ic a l ga rden , 
com p le te  w ith  R om an co lu m n s , m a rb le  

lad ies and  a V e rsa ille s -in sp ire d  z ig -zag  
camellia hedge. Covered w ith  rare flowers 
and p lan ts  fro m  a ll o ve r the w o r ld ,  i t ’s 
c e r ta in ly  one o f  the c o u n try ’s lo v e lie s t 

gardens— just n o t w ha t yo u ’d expect just 
o ff the southern coast o f Korea.



Oedo Botania, a privately owned island covered with spectacular gardens

The island has an interesting h isto ry: in 
1969, loca l fishe rm an Lee C han -ho  was 

fishing in nearby waters when he ran in to  a 
s to rm . He too k  shelter on the island and 

apparently liked i t  so much tha t, over the 
next three years, he and his wife bought the 

entire island. For 30 years, the couple turned 
the island in to  the ir secret garden paradise

before opening it  up to the general public in 

1995. Lee passed away in 2003 but his wife, 
Choe Ho-suk, still runs the place.
©  7:30 am to 5:30 pm (summer season), 8  am 
to 5 pm (winter season). V isits are limited to  just 
90 minutes. 8,000 won ©070-7715-3330 
@ To get to Oedo. take a tour boat from 
Haegeumgang. If you're in Okpo (home of 
Daewoo Shipbuilding), there are ferries to Oedo 
from nearby Jangseungpo Harbor.

Geoje’s port areas are full of seafood restaurants. For something a bit less fishy, Cheonhwawon 
(055-681-2408) in Jangseungpo s s s  has been doing good Chinese food since 1951.

A local specialty of Geoje and Tongyeong is meongge bibimbap (12,000 won), a bowl whatio
of rice mixed with vegetables and sea squirt. Give Baengmanseok (055-638-3300) in 
front of the old POW camp a try - th e  sea squirt has a delightful sweet taste, and the rice is a 
lovely yellow hue.

Eat

Samsung Hotel Geoje (055-631-2114) near Samsung Heavy Industries t is s s a  is a
lovely place with great views of either the sea or the Samsung shipyard. Samsung likes to put 
foreign engineers, ship owners and other dignitaries up in here, so if you like hanging with 
people in the nautical profession, give it a try. Rooms begin at 260,000 won a night.

One of the nicest places to stay is the architecturally splendid Tropical Dream Resort 
Seise (055-681-5550) on the south coast of the island in Hallyeo Haesang National Park. Not 
only is the hotel itself a work of art, but rooms have individual whirlpool with views of the 
ocean. Off-peak, rooms begin at 180,000 won.

A decent budget option is Geojedo Sky Motel ^К> |вя (055-682-4040-2) in Jangseungpo. 
It’s got views of the harbor, and is attached to a sauna. Rooms begin at 40,000 won a night. In 
Gohyeon, there are cheap motels just behind Gohyeon Bus Station, including the friendly 
Oh-de-yang Motel sm ysis (055-638-1239).

There are frequent buses to Gohyeon from Busan’s Seobu Bus Terminal. Thanks to the new 
bridge, what was at one time a long trip is now just 1 hour. There are also frequent buses from 
Seoul’s Nambu Bus Terminal to Gohyeon (5 hrs).

j f c

Transport
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Jinju

J in ju  is pleasant o ld  com m unity  nestled in a bend on the Namgang River, a 
tr ib u ta ry  o f the Nakdonggang River. H is to rica lly , the c ity  was a strategically 
im portant fortress town— during the Japanese invasions o f 1592-1598, it  was the 
target o f tw o  m ajor sieges. The city ’s old fortress walls, overlooking the river as 
they have fo r centuries, still stand and are well w orth  the visit, especially during 
the autumn Jin ju Namgang Lantern Festival when the river and the
night sky are lit  brightly by the light o f hundreds o f lanterns.

Jinjuseong Fortress
G uarding a strategic bend in the Namgang 
R iver УУ , the walls o f Jinjuseong Fortress 

tra ce  th e ir  h is to ry  back to  th e  T h re e  
K ingdo m s Era. The o r ig in a l e a rth w o rks  

were replaced by more solid stone walls in 
the la te  1 4 th  ce n tu ry . The fo rtre ss  was 
i m p o r t a n t  in  d e f e n d in g  K o r e a 's  

so u th e a s te rn  co a s ta l re g io n s  fro m  the

predations o f  Japanese pira tes, a serious 
nuisance in  medieval Korea.

To most Koreans, however, the fortress is 

most fam ous fo r  the ro le i t  played in  the 
devastating Japanese invasions o f  1 5 9 2 - 

15 9 8 . T h e  Japanese la id  s iege to  the  
stra tegica lly v ita l fortress, w hich defended 

the rou tes to  K o re a ’s a g r ic u ltu ra lly  rich  
Jeolla provinces, not just once, but twice.

Namgang River and Jinjuseong Fortress' Chokseongnu Pavilion



6 1 6  S e o u l  S e l e c t io n  G u id e s : K o r e a

OKEBBank J

Songnu •  Jinju Bridge

Щ ч

“ • Д

\ ...
: E I

llural Street

T h e  f i r s t  s iege in  15 92  en d e d  in  a 
b r il l ia n t Korean v ic to ry , w hen a force o f 
3,800 Korean irregulars led by the guerrilla 

leader G wak Jae-u held the fortress against 
a heavily armed Japanese force nearly 10 
tim es th e ir  num ber. T h e  n e x t year, the 

Japanese laun ched  a second siege. The 

K o r e a n s ,  a g a in  o u tn u m b e r e d  a n d  
outgunned, held out fo r 11 days, but in the

end, the fortress fell and the defenders were 

massacred to  a man. The Koreans d id  exact 
th e ir revenge, how ever, w hen d u rin g  the 

Japanese v ic to ry  c e le b ra tio n , a K orean 
gisaeng by the name o f Nongae managed to 

k il l one o f the Japanese generals.
T h e  fo r tre s s  is  n o w  a ve ry  p lea san t 

rive rs ide  p a rk— the w a lls  p ro v id e  love ly  
views o f the river. W ith in  the walls, which

Jinju Namgang Lantern Festival
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N o n g a e

When the Japanese fina lly took Jinju Fortress after an 11 day 
siege, the victorious generals celebrated their conquest w ith a 
party that evening at the Chokseongnu Pavilion. For 
entertainment, they invited the local gisaeng (singing and 
dancing girls). With the Japanese ebullient from their victory, 
the wine flowed freely. One o f the gisaeng, a young woman 
from southwest Korea named Nongae, approached one o f the 
Japanese generals. She lured him over to a rock overlooking 
the beautiful Namgang River. She embraced the general, but 
instead o f surrendering herself to him, she held him tight and 
leaped into the water below, drowning them both. There is a 
shrine dedicated to Nongae not far from the Chokseongnu 
Pavilion. The rock from which she leapt is just below the pavilion

u n d e rw e n t a m a jo r  re s to ra t io n  in  the 

1970s, there are a num ber o f  p a v ilio n s , 
s h r in e s  a n d  h is t o r ic a l  m o n u m e n ts ,  

in c lu d in g  a s h r in e  to  N o n g a e  an d  the 
Chokseongnu Pavilion, where the Korean 
commanders fell in  the closing moments o f 

the second siege o f Jin ju.
©  9 am to  6 pm .000 won 9  From Jinju 
Express Bus Terminal, take Bus No. 15, 25, 37 
or 38 and get off after crossing the Jinju Bridge. 
From Jinju Intercity Bus Terminal, the fortress is 
a 10 minute walk.

Jinju National Museum
The b e a u tifu lly  designed J in ju  N a tio n a l
Museum, located w ith in  the fortress walls,

is dedicated to the h isto ry o f  the Japanese
invasions o f 1592-1598 . M ilita ry  h isto ry

buffs w ill love it— some 200 artifacts from
the  w a r  a re  on  d is p la y , in c lu d in g  o ld
weapons and uniform s.

©  9 am to 7 pm (9 am to 9 pm on Saturdays, 
Apr-Oct) ф  Free, but special exhibits may 
charge admission © 055-742-5951 
6  http://jinju.museum.go.kr

Like the city of Jeonju, the city of Jinju is also famous for its bibimbap. The local variety, 
xZz however, is served with raw beef on top. The best place to try this delicacy is Cheonhwang
"eat™ sikdan§ (055-741-2646) which has been doing the dish for three generations. The old 

home lends a bit of character, too. The bibimbap here costs 12,000 won.
Another local specialty to try is minmul jangeogui ysso i^o i (broiled freshwater eel, 28,000 
won a serving) at Yujeong Jangeo ° 3 S°I (055-746-9235) overlooking the Namgang River near 
Jinjuseong Fortress.

You'll find the usual assortment of places to stay near the bus terminal. A good one to try is 
whe. e to Lotle Mote* $а|ВСғ:’ (055-741-4886) with rooms beginning at 35,000 won a night.

■ ■  There are frequent express buses to Jinju from Busan Bus Terminal (2 hrs). There are even
more buses from Seoul's Express Bus Terminal (3 hrs 50 min), including overnight buses.

T»a*spo*t

http://jinju.museum.go.kr


6 1 8  S e o u l  S e l e c t io n  G u id e s : K o r e a

Jir is a n  N a t io n a l  Pa r k

Korea’s oldest national park, Jirisan N a tiona l Park is also one o f its largest, 
spread over 440 km 2 in three provinces. The centerpiece o f the park is M t. Jirisan 

a majestic massif that rises to a height o f  1,915 m, making it  the tallest peak 

on the South Korean mainland. Its name means “ M ounta in o f the Odd and the 
Wise”  which is to  say, a stay here would turn a foolish man wise.

The park is a treasure trove o f both natural and cultura l treasures. M t. Jirisan’s 
th ick forests and deep valleys host 4,989 species o f flora and fauna, including 
most famously the Asiatic black bear, o f which there are about 20 roaming the 
wooded hillsides. A sacred peak, the mountain is home to  several major Korean 
Buddhist temples, including the august precinct o f Hwaeomsa Temple, home to 
no fewer than four national treasures, and Ssanggyesa Temple (see p628), a lovely 
monastery famous fo r its role in bringing tea to  Korea.

Lavout îrisan National Park is a biS P|ace- The massi|: itself is 320 km in circumference, 
and along its main ridge alone there are about 10 high peaks and 85 smaller 

peaks. Unlike Mt. Seoraksan, w ith its jagged peaks and dramatic, granite cliffs, Mt. 
Jirisan is a gentler, broader landscape o f curved ridge lines, high plateaus and verdant 
forests. It's the perfect place for multi-day hikes.

The main ridge line runs 25.5 km in a generally east-west line from Nogodan Altar

Sunrise from Cheonwangbong Peak (1,915 m), the highest peak of the South Korean mainland
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(1,507 m) to Cheonwangbong Peak (1,915 m), w ith 16 peaks over 1,500 m in height. It is 
possible to hike the entire ridge—in fact, many d o —but when you add in ascending and 
descending, it comes to about 50-60 km, making it a three-day, two night trek. Of 
course, there's no need to do the whole ridge, and many o f the park’s most popular hikes 
take between six and nine hours. From the main ridge o f Mt. Jirisan flow many smaller 
ridges, between which are countless valleys. Some o f these valleys are worth exploring 
on the ir own. Three o f the park’s better known valleys are Piagol, Baemsagol and 
Chilseon Gyegok. Recently, the authorities have even crafted some dulle-gil, scenic 
walking paths connecting the villages on the lower slopes.

Your base town w ill depend on which part o f the park you are hiking. If you’re coming 
from the east, Jinju (see P615 )  is the most frequently used based town, although some 
hikes are best approached through the town o f Hamyang Many o f the more popular 
hikes in the western 
half o f the park, 
however, are 
approached through 
the small town of 
Gurye in Jeollanam- 
do, although the 
Baemsagol Valley is 
best approached 
through Namwon 

(see P434) in 
Jeollabuk-do.
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C h e o n g w a n g b o n g  P e a k  C o u rs e
SW8 2 A  (Duration: 8 to 9 hrs)

I f  bagg ing  C heo ngw a ngbo ng  Peak 

(1,915 m) is you r sole objective, the most 
d ire c t ro u te  begins a t Jungsan-ri S t i2!, a 

tin y  village about halfway up the southeast 

side o f  the m o u n ta in . F rom  Ju n gsan -ri, 
fo llo w  the pa th  to  the Jungsan-ri T icke t 
Booth an(j  f rom  there proceed to

Beopgyesa Temple (3.4 km ), which at 

1 ,4 50  m is one o f  the h ighes t B u d d h is t 
temples in  Korea, a fact tha t has earned it 

the appe lla tio n , “ F irs t Temple U nder the 
Sky.”  M ost o f the temple was rebu ilt after 

the Korean W ar, b u t its  b e a u tifu l three- 
story stone pagoda, erected atop a natural 
bo lder d u ring  the G oryeo D ynasty (9 1 8 - 

1 3 92 ), s t i l l  re m a ins . Y o u ’ l l  a lso  f in d  a 
rather curious historical odd ity  here, too: a 

big metal spike tha t was removed fro m  a 
nearby peak in 2006. The spike is said to 
have been d r iv e n  in to  the  peak by the 

Japanese to  cu t o f f  the f lo w  o f  energy to 
Beopgyesa, a temple that, it  was rumored, 

w ou ld  lead to  the destruction o f  Japan i f  
allowed to  flourish.

From Beopgyesa, it ’s another 2 km  hike

у з
1 0  S c e n ic  V ie w s  o f  M t .  J ir is a n

1. Sunrise from Cheonwangbong Peak
2. The “ sea of clouds" below 

Nogodanbong Peak(best seen in the 
early morning)

3. Sunset from Banyabong Peak
4 .  The full moon rising above 

Byeoksoryeong Pass
5. The sunset through the mountain haze 

around Yeonhabong Peak
6. The Buril Waterfall behind Ssangyesa 

Temple
7. The autumn foliage of Piagol Valley
8. The royal azaleas in the big highland 

field around Seseok Shelter (May- 
June).

9. Chilseon Gyegok Valley
10. The Seomjingang River as it meanders 

towards the sea

to  C heonw angbong  Peak. Idea lly , yo u ’ d 

w a n t to  tim e this fo r sunrise, w hich from  
the peak is spectacular. From the peak, you 

cou ld hike dow n the way you came, o r you 
cou ld fo llow  the ridge to  Jeseokbong Peak 

(1,808 m) and Jangteomok Shelter 9 9  

a n d  f r o m  th e r e  d e s c e n d  to

Clouds below Cheonwangbong Peak



Dalgung Valley (left), Piagol Valley

Baengmudong on the northern side o f 
the m o u n ta in . F rom  B aengm udong, you 

can take a bus to  the to w n  o f Ham yang, 
and fro m  the re , there are buses to  o th e r 

cities near and far.
SI From Jinju Bus Terminal, take one of the 
hourly buses to Jungsan-ri. If you are 
approaching from Baengmudong, however, you 
need to take a bus from the small town of 
Hamyang. From Seoul, buses to Hamyang 
depart from Dong Seoul Terminal (3 hrs 40 min).

B a n y a b o n g  P e a k  C o u rs e
y o ®  s a  (Duration: 6 hrs)

T h is  h ike begins a t Seongsamjae Ranger 
S ta tion  an(j r jses sharp ly to  the

m ain ridge line at Nogodanbong Peak 
8  (1 ,5 0 7  m ), a g rea t rounded  peak th a t 

marks the western end o f M t. Jirisan’s main 

ridge. I t ’s a large highland grassland topped 
by a stone altar, at which rites were held for 
the goddess o f the mountain. I t  should take 

about an hour to reach the peak. A t sunrise, 
the spectacle o f the clouds hanging in  the 
valleys be low  is w o rth  the ea rly  w akeup 

time. A long the path to  Nogodan you’ ll pass 
some o ld  stone ru ins . A n  o ld  h il l s ta tion  
used by American missionaries in the early 

20th century, com plex was destroyed during 
the Korean War and never rebuilt.

From  N ogodan , fo llo w  the m a in ridge

line fo r  about tw o  and a h a lf hours un til 
you reach the peak o f Banyabong У0® , o r 

“ P ra jfi Peak”  (1 ,734 m ), w h ich  takes its 
name from  the Buddhist term fo r wisdom. 

The sunset from  here is considered one o f 
M t .  J ir is a n ’s 10 m o st b e a u tifu l s igh ts . 
B a ck tra ck  fro m  B anyabong Peak to  the 

Im g eo llyeo ng  Pass ^ 8 8 ,  and fro m  there 
descend v ia  P iago l V a lley  to  Yeongoksa 
Temple ЭЗМ.

(9 There are eight buses a day from Gurye to 
Seongsamjae/Nogodan (1 hr).

P ia g o l  V a l le y  C o u rs e
e|o@ s a  (Duration: 5 to 8 hrs)

Meaning “ Valley o f  B lood,”  Piagol Valley “ I 
ohBTiR takes its  m acabre  nam e fro m  its  

b r ig h t  a u tu m n  fo lia g e . In  a u tu m n , the 
maples here tu rn  a b r i l l ia n t  c rim so n ; so 

b e a u tifu l is i t  th a t the  fo lia g e  is o fte n  
featured in prom otiona l literature. The path 
fo llo w s  a lo v e ly  m o u n ta in  s tream  w ith  

some picturesque waterfalls. The best time 
to  co m e  h e re  is  u s u a l ly  O c to b e r  o r  
November, depending on the weather.

W hile  you ’ re here, be sure to  check out 
the stupa ga rden o f  Yeongoksa Tem ple. 
There you ’ ll  find  several b r ill ia n tly  carved 

stupas fro m  the U n if ie d  S illa  E ra, w hen 
Yeongoksa was a m a jo r Zen center. The
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е п э
Gurye  ^ац
Gurye is a pleasant but quiet farming 
town best known as a base camp for 
exploring Jirisan National Park. It’s got 
shops, restaurants and motels, as well 
as convenient road and rail links to 
Suncheon, Gwangju, Seoul and other 
cities.

A particularly scenic part of town, at 
least in spring, is Sansuyu Village 
8 , a tiny hamlet on the foothills of Mt. 
Jirisan. In late March-early April, the 
village’s many dogwood trees blossom, 
producing a beautiful landscape of 
yellow. After strolling about the village, 
you can relax a bit at the nearby hot 
spring baths, too.
В  From Seoul, buses to Gurye depart from 
Seoul's Nambu Bus Terminal (3 hrs). From 
Gwangju, buses to Gurye depart from U 
Square (1 hr 30 min). Buses from 
Suncheon take just 30 minutes. From 
Busan, buses depart from  Busan Seobu 
Intercity Bus Terminal (3  hrs).

B a e m s a g o l V a l l e y  C o u rs e
вА® ЭА (Duration: 8 hrs)

Baemsagol is a 9  km  va lle y  lead ing 

fro m  Baemsagol V is ito rs  Center 
to  Hwagaejae Pass on the main ridge 

line o f the m ounta in . L ike Piagol Valley, it  
boasts o f some fine au tum n foliage, when 
the landscape is awash in  b rillia n t shades o f 

red  and  y e llo w . I t ’s a p o p u la r  sum m er 

retreat, too , thanks to  the th ick forests and 

cool m ounta in streams.
The valley’s name means “ Valley Where 

the Snake D ied ,”  and takes its name from  a 

local legend. Long ago, there used to  be a 
tem ple here fro m  w h ich , every August, a 

m o n k  w o u ld  head up to  th e  v a lle y  to  
Sinseon R ock, where he w o u ld  spend the 
n ight praying. I f  he d id  this, it  was said, he 

w ould  tu rn  in to  an im m orta l in  Heaven. A 
skep tica l h igh  m o nk  w h o ’d heard about 

this visited the temple to  observe this rite. 
Suspicious, he asked the m onk selected for 
the rite  to  w ear a poisoned robe. C lad in 

the poisoned robe, the m onk hiked up the 
va lley  to  p ray. In  the m o rn in g , the  h igh 
m o nk  h ike d  to  S inseon R ock , w here he

so-called East Stupa and N o rth  Stupa are 

espec ia lly  su b lim e — the  ca rv in g s  are so 
well-preserved, they’ l l  move you to  tears.

M o s t hikes here go fro m  Yeongoksa to 
P ia g o l  S h e l t e r  n io ts m n i^  a n d / o r  

Im geollyeong Pass, b u t i f  you ’ re up to  it, 
you could continue from  Imgeollyeong Pass 
to  Samdobong Peak and descend via 
the Baemsagol Valley (roughly eight hours). 

В  From Gurye, board a bus for Yeongoksa 
Temple or Piagol Valley (1 hr).

B aem sagol Valley
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Shelters

There are eight shelters on Mt. jirisan's main ridge. The Nogodan, Byeoksoryong, 
Seseok and Jangteomok shelters-located roughly equidistant to one another along 
the ridge—are quite large, with shops selling snacks (like instant noodles) and other 
basic supplies. The others are rather spartan. With the exception of the simple Piagol 
and Chibatmok shelters, you need to reserve a space. Piagol and Chibatmok lodges 
are 5,000 won a night; the rest are 7,000 won (8,000 won peak season).

Jangteomok Shelter (010-2883-1750)
Chibatmok Shelter *1У5сйп|д  (No phone)
Byeoksoryong Shelter (011-1767-1426)
Seseok Shelter (010-3346-1601)
Rotary Shelter (010-2851-1401)
Yeonhacheon Shelter Ззгусцп^ (010-6536-1586)
Nogodan Shelter (061-783-1507)
Piagol Shelter иювшшд (061-783-1928)

found both the m onk, w ho was dead, and 

the carcass o f a grea t snake. The tem ple 
had  in  fa c t  been c o n d u c t in g  a n n u a l 

sacrifices to  the monstrous serpent.
Baemsagol Valley has some sad modern 

history, too. D urin g  the Korean War, it  and 

P ia g o l V a lle y  w ere  m a jo r  h id e o u ts  fo r  
com m unist partisans figh ting  South Korean 

and U N  forces. Accordingly, i t  was subject 
t o  i n t e n s e  a n d  o f t e n  b r u t a l  

c o u n te r in s u rg e n c y  o p e ra t io n s  th a t le ft 
homes, villages and temples destroyed and 
many dead. N ear the entrance to  the tra il is 

a sm all m useum /m em orial to  th is  history, 
w i th  o ld  p h o to g ra p h s  a n d  c a p tu re d  
weaponry. ®  From Namwon, take one of the 

hourly buses for Baemsagol.

H ik in g  t h e  E n t i r e  R id g e
xiaitf (Duration: 3 days 2 nights)

These h ikes usu a lly  begin a t Hw aeom sa 

Temple in  the west and end at Daewonsa 
Tem ple in  the east (o r  v ice versa). I t ’s a 

serious hike fo r serious hikers, requiring at 
least tw o  nights sleeping on the mountain. 
Fortunately, there are a num ber o f lodges 
and shelters along the way where you can 
bed down.

H w a e o m s a  T e m p le
I f  you  can v is it o n ly  one tem ple  on M t.  

J ir is a n ,  m a ke  i t  H w a e o m s a  T e m p le . 
F ounded in  544 A D  in  the k in g d o m  o f 
Baekje by an Indian m onk, the monastery 

cam e in to  its  o w n  in  634  w hen i t  was 
expanded by the great Silla m onk Uisang, 

w h o  fo u n d e d  in  K o re a  th e  H w a e o m  
( “ Avatam saka") school o f Buddhism, from 

w h ic h  th e  te m p le  take s  its  nam e. The

„<>v Я » !»
3 5  * *  
35 5l5i
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Points of Caution

The long hike along Mt. Jirisan’s main ridge is no joke. Even experienced hikers find it a 
tough slog. Here are some points o f caution to make your hike safer and more enjoyable.

1. Be wary o f localized heavy rain, especially during the summer monsoon season. In 
fact, when rain is expected, hikers may be barred from the mountain.

2. After heavy showers, look out for flash floods, especially in the valley streams.

3. Be extra careful o f lightn ing during thunderstorms. If a thunderstorm  approaches, get 
inside. If this is not possible, at least try to get o ff the ridge line. The key is staying off 
and away from the nearest high point. Stay away from water and metal, too. If your skin 
begins to tingle or your hair stands on end, a lightn ing strike may be imminent. Crouch 
on the balls o f your feet, placing your hands on your knees and your head down. You 
want to get as low to  the ground w ithout your hands or knees touching the ground. 
Whatever you do, don’ t lie down!

4. Know your lim its. Push yourself too hard, and you could get hurt.

5. Go prepared. Make sure you’ve got proper footwear, sleeping equipment, a flashlight, 
cooking equipment, food and water, and a detailed map.

Hwaeom school bases its philosophy on the 

A vatam saka SOtra, o r  F lo w e r G a r la n d  
Sutra, and stresses the universal oneness o f 

a ll things.
The monastery is a cornucopia o f Korean 

n a tio n a l treasures. The m ost im pressive 
a m o n g  the se  is th e  g ra n d , tw o - s to r y  
G akh w ang je on  H a ll ЧШЭ, b u il t  in  1643 

and one o f  the b iggest B uddh is t ha lls  in 
Korea. On its a lta r are Buddhist triad and 
fou r bodhisattva. P articu larly beautiful are

th e  g ra c e fu l p i l la r s  th a t  h o ld  up  the  

ceiling— the curve o f the o rig ina l w ood was 
le ft as is, to  great visual effect.

A lso  s p e c ta cu la r are th e  g re a t stone 

la n te rn  in  f r o n t  o f  the  G a kh w a n g je o n , 
carved in  the Unified Silla Era, and the very 
unusual U nified Silla-era pagoda 4Ato3S4tB 

held a lo ft by fou r stone lions. These are just 
the t ip  o f  a ve ry  deep a rc h ite c tu ra l and 

a rtis tic  iceberg, however— be sure to  take 
your tim e exploring.

H w a e o m s a  T e m p le
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A fte r you ’ re done w ith  the main temple 
itse lf, s tro ll abou t 10 m inutes beyond to  

Gucheungam  H erm itage  and check 
o u t p illa rs  on one o f  the b u ild in g s— tw o  

gnarled quince tree trunks. ©  061-782-7600 
6 www.hwaeomsa.org (KR) ® From Guyre, take 
a bus for Hwaeomsa Temple (20 min).

D a e w o n s a  T e m p le
Daewonsa Temple was founded in 548 A D , 

but 20th century history was not especially 

k ind  to  it— it  was completely destroyed in  a 
massive fire  in  1914, and destroyed again 
d u r in g  the  Y eosu -S uncheon  M u t in y  o f 

1948, when government forces burned it  to  
prevent its use by com m unist rebels. The 

c u r re n t m o n a s te ry  dates fro m  a po s t- 
Korean W ar reconstruction and, w h ile  not 
especially o ld , i t ’s s till a pleasant place. For

Daewonsa Temple

many visitors, i t  is the eastern starting po in t
o f a trek up M t. Jirisan.

®  055-972-8068 6  www.daewonsa.net 
Я  From Jinju. take one of the hourly buses to 
Daewonsa Temple.

Chilseon Gyegok Valley S-OT
The longest valley in  J irisan N a tiona l Park is the Chilseon Gyegok ( “ Seven Fairies
V alley” ), a 16 km  stretch o f  rushing water, deep prim eval forests and very rugged

terra in  leading from  the village o f Chuseong-ri to  Cheonwangbong Peak. The
path is punctuated by seven w ate rfa lls  and 33 ponds. The deeper you go in to  the
valley, the harder i t  gets— the valley has claimed so many lives, in  fact, tha t i t  has

earned the rather sobering title  “ The Valley o f Death,”  and in  w inter, Korean teams
preparing  to  scale the H im a layas come here to  practice th e ir ice -c lim b ing  sk ills .
Accord ingly, i t  is open just
fo u r  m onths o f  the year—

M ay, June, September and
O c to b e r— and even the n ,

you need to  get permission
to  h ike  (o n ly  40 people a
day) by reserving a spot in
a d va n ce . C a ll 0 5 5 -9 6 0 -

5114 fo r reservation details.
@ F ro m  H a m y a n g . ta k e  a  b u s  
to  C h u s e o n g  a s .

http://www.hwaeomsa.org
http://www.daewonsa.net
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H a d o n g

A t the footh ills o f M t. Jirisan * 1 ^ ,  far from  the madding rush o f modern Korean 
urban life, lies the rustic rural com m unity o f Hadong. Bordered on the west by 
the broad, meandering Seomjingang River =£13, to  the south by the South Sea 
and to  the no rth  by tow e ring  peaks over 1,500 meters h igh, H adong is the 
birthplace o f Korea’s green tea culture and prized by tea connoisseurs fo r the best 
tea leaves in the land. Easy to  reach i t ’s not, but i f  you’ re looking to get away 
from  i t  a ll and relax in a scenic environm ent tha t nourishes body and sp irit, 

Hadong is the place.

D o w n to w n  H a d o n g
Interestingly enough, Hadong-eup used to  be 
a major port. In the days before Hyundai, the 

Gyeongbu Expressway and K TX , rivers were 
major transportation arteries carrying people 
and goods across the country. Seomjingang 

R ive r, the lo n g , w id e  and s lo w -m o v in g  
navigable river form ing the border between

Gyeongsang and Jeo lla  prov inces, was a 
m a jo r reg iona l tra n sp o rta tio n  rou te , and 

Hadong, sitting on a commanding bend on 

the river near its mouth, was the gateway. The 
old port area, Hadongpogu js located
outside the downtown area, just past Hadong 

Stadium.
Hadong-eup the do w n tow n, has a

T h e  tra n q u il S e o m jin g a n g  R ive r, a  w o n d e rfu l n a tu re  w a lk  s p o t
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very ru ra l bus term inal, a couple o f low  to 

m id-priced motels and yeogwan-\e\e\ inns, 
some res tauran ts , a m a rke t, and several 

th o u s a n d  in q u is it iv e  b u t ve ry  f r ie n d ly  
residents.

H w a g a e  M a r k e t
To really understand w hat Hadong’s about, 
hop on the firs t bus to the o ld  market tow n 

o f  H w agae, loca ted  a t the m ou th  o f  the 
dram atica lly beautifu l Hwagae Valley 

. Th is is the heart o f Hadong’s green tea 

country and the birthplace o f Korea’s green 

tea culture.

Hwagae is a 30 to  40 m inu te  bus ride 
upstream  fro m  H adong-eup . Located on 

the  r iv e r  a t a s tra te g ic  m e e tin g  p o in t  
between Hadong, Gyeongsangnam-do and 

G urye, |eollanam -do, Hwagae used to  be 
home to  one o f the five busiest markets in 
pre-independence Korea. Sea products from 

coastal towns w ou ld  be brought upstream 
to  the H w agae  M a rk e t, he ld  every five  

days, where they w ou ld  be traded fo r rice 
an d  b a r le y  f ro m  J e o lla -d o  to w n s  lik e  
N a m w o n  a n d  H a m y a n g , a n d  fo re s t  

vegetables such as potatoes, brackens, and 
the h igh ly prized and nu tritious codonopsis

Hwagae

J 4  Mt. Baeguns

Hadong Bus

J 4  Mt. Buramsan

lanceolata o r  b o n n e t b e ll f lo w e r  ro o ts  

(deodeok), produced by the slash-and-burn 
farmers o f the Jirisan M ountains.

T h e re  is n ’ t  m u c h  le f t  o f  th e  o ld  

m arke tp lace  today, however. The spo t is 
m arked, bu t replacing the o ld  tra d itio n a l 

m a rk e t is a to u r is t-o r ie n te d  one w here  
v is ito rs  can p ick up local specialty goods,

Hwagae Market
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Wild green tea of Hadong (left), Hwagae Market

including green tea and green tea products. 

The marketplace is also a good spot to  pick 
up something to eat— there are a num ber o f 

eateries a ro u n d , so i f  y o u ’ re hu ng ry , s it 
dow n and have a bite.

H w agae is p ro b a b ly  the best p lace in  
H adong  to  spend the n ig h t. There are a 
num ber o f  p leasant yeogwan in  H w agae 

and along the Hwagae Valley, and fu rther 
up the valley near Ssanggyesa Temple and 

the surrounding tea plantations, there are a 
num ber o f hom estay o r minbak fa c ilitie s  
o f fe r in g  c o m fo r ta b le  a c c o m m o d a tio n  

am idst much more pleasant surroundings. 
Hwagae m ig h t be sm a lle r tha n  H adong- 
e u p , b u t s c e n ic a lly , i t ’s in  a d i f fe re n t  

w o rld— it straddles a low  gorge where the 
S eom jingang R ive r meets a c rys ta l c lear 
stream flow ing  dow n M t. Jirisan. Spanning 

S e o m jin g a n g  R iv e r  is th e  p ic tu re s q u e  
N a m d o  B rid g e  T h e  6 km  ro a d
link ing  Hwagae and Ssanggyesa Temple is 

l in e d  w i th  c h e r ry  b lo s s o m s  th a t  a re  
absolutely spectacular in  spring. The steep 
hillsides tha t fo rm  the walls o f  the valley, 

m e a n w h ile , are dense w ith  sm a ll fa rm s  
p ro d u c in g  w h a t H a d o n g  is best k n o w n  
fo r— w ild  green tea.
IS Buses to Hwagae depart from Hadong Bus 
Terminal.

S s a n g g y e s a  T e m p le
A t the end o f the valley on the low er slopes 

o f  M t .  J ir isa n  and su rro u n d e d  by th ic k  
fo res t, is the  gorgeous B u d d h is t tem p le  

com p lex o f  Ssanggyesa (0 5 5 -8 8 3 -1 9 0 1 ). 
Though it  was founded in 722, m ost o f the 

tem ple ’s s tructu res date back to  its  17th 
ce n tu ry  re co n s tru c tio n . Its  nam e means 
“ D oub le  Stream Tem ple,”  taken fro m  the 

tw o  streams that flow  alongside it.
T h e  w a lk  up  to  th e  te m p le  a lo n g  a 

fo re s te d  p a th  w i l l  ta ke  yo u  o ve r s tone 
bridges crossing sparklingly clear streams—  
be sure to  keep you r ears as w e ll as you r 

eyes open. The a r tw o rk  con ta ined in  the 
tem ple com plex and the m ansonry o f the 

tem ple  its e lf is a b so lu te ly  b re a th ta k in g . 
D on ’t  forget to  spend a couple o f minutes 
apprec ia ting the Stele fo r  B uddh is t Priest 
Jingamseonsa in fro n t o f the tem ple’s main 

hall. Designated N ationa l Treasure N o . 47, 
this is your chance to  check ou t 9 th century 
Korean calligraphy.

From Ssangyesa Temple, there are h ik ing 
paths up the slopes o f M t. J irisan . M a ny  
visitors make the 2.5 km hike to  the B uril 

Falls an im pressive cascade 60 m
high.
@ There are direct buses to Ssanggyesa from 
Hadong Bus Terminal.
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S s a n g g y e s a  T e m p le  is  re p o r te d ly  th e  b ir th p la c e  o f K o re a 's  te a  c u ltu re .

S e o m j in g a n g  R iv e r  ^ t ! ° '  a n d  
M a e h w a  V i l l a g e  DH ^DH
The Seomjingang River, on which Hadong 

sits, is a re la tive ly  undeveloped stretch o f 
w ate r th a t makes fo r some very pleasant 

country walks. One particu larly lovely spot 
on the river is M aehwa (“ A p rico t") Village, 

so called because i t ’s covered each year in

TV

flo w e r in g  a p r ic o t trees. W hen the w h ite

flowers blossom in  spring (usually M arch),
th e  v il la g e  tra n s fo rm s  in to  an a lm o s t

dream-like landscape. Well w o rth  the visit.
8  M a e h w a  V illa g e  is  in  th e  lim its  o f  n e ig h b o r in g  
c ity  G w a n g y a n g . F ro m  G S  S e o m jin  G a s  S ta t io n  
G S  Я У Ф З Д  (1 0 0  m  f ro m  H a d o n g  B u s  T e rm in a l) , 
ta k e  b u s  N o . 3 5 -2  a n d  g e t  o ff a t M a e h w a  V illa g e .

S p r in g t im e  in  M a e h w a  V illa g e

Ти а и я ю и т

Buses to Hadong depart six times daily from Seoul’s Nambu Bus Terminal, the first at 9:10 am. 
The trip  takes about 4 hours and 30 minutes and costs 25,000 won (23,300 won to  Hwagae). 
You could also fly to  Jinju from Gimpo Airport (three flights d a ily ) - th e  flight takes about one 
hour, and then it ’s another hour bus ride to Hadong. Likewise, you can ride the KTX to  Busan 
(3 hrs) and take a 2 hour bus ride from there.
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‘ I f Yo u  W a n t  a  G o o d  Cu p  o f  Te a , Co m e  t o  Ha d o n g *

For the past decade, Korea has been in the  throes o f a healthy lifes ty le  craze, as the 
ub iqu itous use o f the term  “ w e ll-b e ing" sure ly a ttests. Green tea has been a b ig  pa rt o f 

the health food b o o m —betw een 2001 and 2003, Korea’s green tea production m ore than 
doubled , and green tea is now being used in eve ryth ing from  soap and cosm etics to  

bibimbap  rice d ishes. Compared to  green tea-crazy Japan, Korean green tea 

consum ption is s till ra ther m odest, bu t i t ’s come a long way.
Korea’s warm , w et southern regions produce the  bu lk  o f the  country ’s green tea. Three 

regions in pa rticu la r are noted fo r th e ir te a — Boseong-gun (in Jeollanam -do), Jeju-do and 

Hadong-gun. Boseong, o f course, is fam ous th roughou t Korea fo r its  p ictu re-perfect 

green tea fie lds th a t cover the ro llin g  h ills  like  a verdant b lan ke t—its  p lan ta tions are 
o ften used in Korean film s and dramas. Jeju Island actua lly produces much o f the mass- 

produced green tea consum ed by Koreans. But Hadong is w here it  a ll s tarted: in 828,
Kim Dae-ryeom, a S illa  envoy in Tang China, b rough t back to Korea green tea seeds, 
which he p lanted on the m ounta in  s lopes o f Ssanggyesa Temple. From th a t single tea 

fie ld , green tea spread th roughou t the Hwagae Valley, w h ich  u n til the  early 20 th  cen tury 

w as Korea’s p rem ier green tea cu ltiva tion  area.
Today, the Hwagae Valley is  lite ra lly  covered w ith  these picturesque green tea fie lds. 

Unlike the gentle, ro llin g  green tea fie lds  o f Boseong, however, Hadong’s green tea fie lds  

line the  narrow  valleys th a t c lim b up betw een steep m ounta insides. The fie lds have a 
charm ing ly rustic and a ltoge the r Korean fe e l—they are rough ly  hewn, w ith  patches 

grow ing here and the re  in irregu la r shapes. They sharp ly con trast w ith  the Japanese- 
b u ilt p lan ta tions o f Boseong, w ith  the ir pe rfectly  lined rows be tray ing the ir im peria l 

roots. Unlike o th e r green tea areas, Hadong’s tea is produced en tire ly  by hand. This has 
given Hadong a reputa tion  am ong tea connoisseurs fo r producing the fines t tea in  the 
land. Explained Jo M un-hw an, w ho runs “ w e ll-b e ing" events fo r Hadong County, “ It ’s 

said th a t i f  you w an t to  see pre tty  tea fie lds , you go to  Boseong. But i f  you w ant to  d rin k  

a good cup o f tea, you come to  Hadong.”
At the Hadong Tea Culture Center (055-880-2955), located a t the floo r o f the beautifu l 

valley not fa r from  Ssanggyesa Temple, you can learn a ll ab ou t Hadong tea. Exhibits w ill 
take you through the entire process, from  p ick ing  to  d ry ing  to  drink ing . Hands-on 

programs are also conducted, and o f course the re  is the tea room , where you can 
sam ple the county ’s tea and learn about local tea cu ltu re  from  knowledgeable experts. 
Further up a long the  va lley are sm a ll tea p lan ta tions, o ften w ith  th e ir own stores and tea

shops. There are also several minbak 
hom estay fac ilities  th a t are a good 
op tion  fo r those staying the  n ight. 
Hadong Golm angtae (055-882-2237) 
costs 60 ,000 won on weekends 

(80,000 won from Jut 15 to  Aug 20) fo r 
a double ro om —and is blessed w ith  a 
sp lend id  v iew  o f the valley.
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U po

Upo Wetland is the largest natural inland wetland in Korea. It was registered w ith  
the  R am sar C o n v e n tio n  in  M a rc h  1998 and des igna ted  an E c o lo g ic a l 
Conservation Area by the M in is try  o f Environm ent in 1997. Spanning almost 
nine square kilometers w ith  tw o square kilometers o f surface water, Upo Wetland 
has some o f Korea’s richest biodiversity, and is also home to  a number o f the 
country’s endangered species.

According to  a 1997 survey when Upo was first declared protected, the area 
was home to  a number o f endangered o r threatened species including 168 plants, 
62 birds, 12 mammals, and seven reptile species. There is even an Upo Crested 
Ibis (a w hite b ird  w ith  a red head and long black and red beak) Restoration 
Center at the park. In 2003, tw o o f the birds were brought from  China to  the 
center to  restore the population; there are now seven of them on the premises.

Since the wetland’s designation as an ecological conservation area, more and 
more visitors have been coming to  the area. M ig ratory birds such as the Eurasian 
spoonbill, whooper swan, mallard, egret, heron and common kingfisher flock to 
Upo, especially in autumn.

T h e  w e tla n d s  o f U p o  a re  m o re  th a n  b e a u tifu l,  th e y  a ls o  h o s t  a  r ic h  e c o s y s te m .
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The wetlands are also rich in flora like pampas grass, cattails, water chestnuts 
and lotuses, as well as the famed prickly water lily, which resembles a floating 
cactus. In and around the water are bullfrogs, bass, bluegill and beetles. There is 
enough outdoor life to  make any nature lover dizzy.

Autum n is one o f the best times o f year to  v is it the park because o f the bird 
m igration. So pack a lunch, grab your backpack, camera and binoculars, and 
head to  Upo to experience one o f Korea’s greatest nature shows.

G e t t in g  A r o u n d  t h e  P a rk
There are tra ils  runn ing  fo r about 15 km 
around the wetlands. The main tra il, called 

the Upo N atu ra l T ra il, takes three to  fou r 
ho urs  to  w a lk . The best w ay  to  see the 

w e t la n d s , th o u g h , is by b ik e . A t  the  
entrance, next to the Ecology Center, is a 

bike rental shop. I t ’s open 10 am to  5:30 
pm , w ith  rentals costing 3,000 w on fo r tw o  

h o u rs  and  5 ,0 0 0  w o n  fo r  fo u r  h o u rs . 
C losed M ondays. Tandem  bikes are also 

available. For something a litt le  slowei; try  
the  “ O x c a r t E xp e rie n ce " and  e n jo y  the 

views as you are pulled around on a cart.

1 8 3
For families
Take your children to  the hands-on 
exhibits a t Upo Wetland Ecology Center 

There is also a small botanical 
garden—open from 9 am to  6 pm. 1,000 
won for children and 2,000 won for 
adults. Closed Mondays.
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There are a few restaurants just outside the bus station and near the entrance to the park. 
Also recommended is to  pack a lunch and have a picnic in the park. Be sure to grab a couple WHEr ° f  bottles o f home-brewed makgeolli at the park’s g ift shop.

Г Х  If you’d like to  stay near the wetland, try Upo Minbak (055-532-6202), a homestay
1Ш  facility  near the park entrance. Otherwise, there are a number o f reasonably priced inns and 

WHsr«ro mote,s in Changnyeong.

S B  From Seoul, there are five buses a day to Changnyeong (4 hrs 20 min).
From Busan, there are 19 buses a day from Sasang Bus Terminal (1 hr 10 min.). From Yeongsin

“  Bus Terminal in Changnyeong, take a bus to the wetlands or travel by taxi (about 10,000 won).





Jeju - d o

• H ike  th e  e x tin c t vo lcan o  o f  M t. H a llasan , S ou th  Korea’s 
h ig h e s t peak

» E xplore O lle g il w a lk in g  p a th s , ta k in g  in the  sp le n d id  
scen e ry  as you  go

* V is it th e  s o u th  coast and fro lic  a t le isu re -o rie n te d
Jungm un R esort

» Head to  S eongsan llc h u lb o n g  a t daw n to  w a tch  the  
sp e c ta cu la r su n rise

» Gaze a t th e  p r im a l w o n d e r o f  S a ng um bu ri Crater, a i  km 
de ep  vo lca n ic  c ra te r
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Is l a n d  o f  N a t u r a l  W o n d e r

•MARADO
ISLAND D ubbed  “ Korea’s H a w a ii,”  th e  vo lcan ic  is land  o f  J e ju d o -  

a d m in is tra tiv e ly  spe a k in g , Jeju S pec ia l S e lf-G o ve rn in g  P rov ince— 

is  one o f Korea ’s m o s t p o p u la r  to u r is t d e s tin a tio n s , la rg e ly  

th a n k s  to  its  b e a u tifu l scenery  and u n iq u e  is la n d  c u ltu re . Located 

som e 8 5  km  o f f  th e  so u th w e s te rn  t ip  o f  Korea, Je judo w as  once 

its  ow n  n a tio n  and  do es , inde ed , have a h is to ry  a ll its  ow n , 

d is t in c t cu s to m s  and life s ty le s , and a loca l d ia le c t so d iffe re n t 

fro m  s ta n d a rd  Korean as to  m ake it  v ir tu a lly  u n in te ll ig ib le  to  

m a in la n d e rs . The is la n d ’s exo tic  cha rm s m ake i t  a favo red 

h o n e ym o o n  d e s tin a tio n  fo r Koreans and, re cen tly , Japanese and 

C hinese to u r is ts  lo o k in g  fo r a nice ge taw ay.

Je judo is th e  s m a lle s t o f  Korea’s p rov inces , b u t th a t s h o u ld n ’ t 

in d ic a te  a lack  o f  th in g s  to  do. D o m in a te d  by th e  m ass ive  do m e  

o f  th e  e x tin c t vo lcan o  o f  M t. H a llasan (1 ,9 5 0  m ), S o u th  Korea’s 

h ig h e s t pe ak , th e  is la n d  is a p lace  o f  im m e nse  n a tu ra l beauty, 

w ith  v e rd a n t m e adow s d o tte d  by vo lca n ic  cones, m ys te rio u s  

caves and lava tu b e s , d ra m a tic  c o a s tlin e s  and th ic k  fo re s ts . The 

w e a th e r he re  is  c o n s id e ra b ly  w a rm e r th a n  th a t o f  th e  m a in la n d , 

g iv in g  Je judo a d is tin c t iv e  eco logy. To g ive  h ik e rs  a b e tte r 

a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  th e  is la n d ’s n a tu ra l beau ty , 19  w e ll-m a rk e d  

w a lk in g  tra ils  o r O lle -g il, have been m arked  o u t in  scen ic  spo ts  

a lo n g  th e  coa s t. O th e r th a n  h ik in g , th e  is land  lend s  i ts e lf  to  o th e r 

o u td o o r  a c tiv it ie s  in c lu d in g  scuba d iv in g , g o lf , ho rse b a ck  r id in g , 

s u r fin g , w in d s u rfin g , and  even p a ra g lid in g .

D o !  h a r e u b a n g ,  o r  “g ra n d fa th e r  ro ck ." is  a  s y m b o l o f  J e ju d o .
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Jeju C it y  * ^ A l

Home to  just over 400,000 people, the city o f Jeju is the island’s largest tow n and 
the prov inc ia l capital. Area-wise, i t ’s a b ig place— since 2005, when the c ity  
proper merged w ith  the surrounding counties, the city has comprised the entire 
northern ha lf o f the island. The actual urban center, however, is considerably 
smaller— there’s an older downtown that surrounds the seaport, and some newer 
development southwest o f the city.

The c ity  o f Jeju is not especially d iffe rent from  other Korean cities its size, 
although its seaside location and M t. Hallasan, which looms just behind it, lend it 
a unique charm. For the traveler, the city is mostly a transportation hub and a 
place to  bed down fo r the night. That said, it  has a couple o f things worth  checking 
out, most notably Yongduam Rock, the city ’s best-known tourist attraction.

Y o n g d u a m  R o c k S ^
A jagged piece o f volcanic rock that juts out

fro m  the sea, Yongduam  ( “ D ragon Head
Rock” ) is said to resemble a dragon w rith ing

in pain. According to  legend, the rock was,
in  fac t, a d ragon w h o  w ished to  soar to
heaven. To do this, he stole a precious pearl

from  the mountain god o f M t. Hallasan. He
almost got away w ith  it, but just as he was

m a k in g  h is  w a y  to  th e  sea , he w as
discovered by the m ounta in god and shot
w ith  an arrow. In  agony, the dragon fell into

the sea and turned into stone, w ith  only its
head remaining above the waves.

The w inds and seas here can be pre tty

intense, m aking fo r a dramatic scene when
the seas are up as the waves batter the rock.
The sunsets here are especially lovely. The

area around the rock has been turned in to  a
park, complete w ith  w alk ing paths, bridges
and o th e r am en ities . As th is  is a m a jo r

to u ris t a ttra c tio n , there are a good many
cafes and restaurants nearby. Yongduam is
also a good place to  see Je judo ’s fam ous

women divers o r haenyeo, in  action.
@  F ro m  J e ju  B u s  T e rm in a l,  ta k e  a  b u s  fo r  H a g w i 

a n d  g e t  o f f  a t Y o n g m u n  R o ta ry  S SSE ie i ғ г о т

th e re ,  w a lk  f iv e  m in u te s  to  th e  s e a s id e , a n d  
y o u 'l l f in d  th e  w a lk in g  p a th  to  th e  ro c k . L ik e w is e , 
it’s  ju s t  a s  e a s y  to  ta k e  a  c a b  fro m  th e  a ir p o r i o r  
J e ju  B u s  T e rm in a l— it’ll b e  ju s t  o v e r  b a s ic  fa re .

J e ju  N a t io n a l  M u s e u m
O pened in  20 01 , Jeju N a tio n a l M useum  
has a decent c o lle c tio n  o f  a r t ifa c ts  and 
a r tw o rk  fro m  a round  the is land . Special 

a tte n tio n  is g iven to  the a n c ie n t Tam na 
K ingdom , when Jeju was an independent 

country, and the Goryeo era.
©  9  a m  to  6  p m  ф  F re e  В B e s t to  ta k e  a  ta x i—  
th e  m u s e u m  is  o n  th e  e a s te rn  o u ts k ir ts  o f  to w n . 
®  0 6 4 -7 2 0 -8 0 0 0

J e ju  L o v e  L a n d  *11̂ 3 **?«=
O n e  o f  K o re a ’ s m o s t s u r re a l t o u r is t  
destinations, Jeju Love Land is a sculpture 

them e p a rk  dedicated to  sex. O pened in  
2 0 0 4 , th e  p a rk  is hom e to  a b o u t 140 
statues and other sculptures, most engaging 

in some sort o f sexual activ ity— th in k  pop 
a r t  meets P enthouse F o ru m . The m o st 
impressive w o rk  on display is “ Desire,”  a 

g ig a n tic  and ve ry  a n a to m ic a lly  c o r re c t 
scu lp tu re  o f  a w om an in  the throes o f  a 
s e lf-a d m in is te re d  o rgasm . M o s t o f  the 
displays, in  ad d ition  to  being ero tic , also
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d isp lay  a great sense o f hum or. Lest you 
th in k  this is low  culture, many o f the w orks 

here were crafted by graduates o f H ong ik  
University, Korea’s best know n a rt school. 
Obviously, this is no t a place fo r children—  

entry is lim ited to  age 18 o r over.
©  9 am to midnight (admission ends 11 pm)

9,000 won ® From Jeju Bus Terminal, take a 
bus for Chuksanjinheungwon and get off at 
Mysterious Road. © 064-712-6988

Mysterious Road e ĥhies

A lso  k n o w n  as D o k k a e b i R oad sznb|£5 

(“ G ob lin  R oad” ), th is  road on w h ich  Jeju 
Love Land is located, m igh t lo o k  like  i t ’s 
clim bing, bu t in fact it  is descending— w hat 

you  see is an o p tic a l i l lu s io n  due to  the 
surrounding te rra in . I f  you ’ re d r iv in g , try  
p u ttin g  y o u r ca r in  ne u tra l and w a tch  i t  
seem ingly ro ll  u p h il l!  Bette r experienced 
than read about.

@ From Jeju Bus Terminal, take a bus for chuksan
jinheungwon and get off at Mysterious Road.

Halla Arboretum
Just south o f the newer part o f tow n , Halla 
Arboretum  is a w onderfu l piece o f greenery

where you ’ ll find 909 kinds o f native and 
subtrop ica l plants. I t ’s a pleasant place to  
w a lk  about, especially i f  yo u ’ve g o t some 

tim e to  k ill.  ©  9 am to 6 pm ф Free ® From 
Jeju Bus Term inal, take a bus fo r Jeju 
Agriculture High School and get off at the last 
stop (30 min). The arboretum is a five minute 
walk from there. © 064-710-7575

fSEI
Jeju Jeongwol Daeboreum 
Fire Festival

Daeboreum Fire Festival is one of Korea’s 
most spectacular festivals. Held on the 
first full moon of the lunar year, the 
festival is held to pray for health and 
good fortune in the new year. The 
highlight of the festival is when locals set 
alight a huge, 82 acre field of grass inside 
Saebyeol Oreum, one of Jeju’s many 
volcanic cones. Most of the big events 
happen in the evening.
®  D uring the  festiva l, the re  is d ire c t bus 
se rv ice  to  th e  venue from  Je ju  A irp o rt. 
Otherwise, it's a 25 minute taxi ride from the 
airport. 6  www.buriburi.go.kr

http://www.buriburi.go.kr


N o r t h e a s t e r n  Jeju

The northeastern region o f Jejudo is home to some o f the most spectacular sites 
on the island, i f  no t the entire country, most notably the UNESCO-recognized 
G eom unoreum  lava tube system and the m agnificent Seongsan llch u lb o n g  
(“ Sunrise Peak” ), a volcanic tu ff cone that rises dramatically out o f the sea. I f  you 
have time to  explore only one part o f the island, make this it. In  addition to  the 
lava tubes and Seongsan llchulbong, you’ll also want to check out the island of 
Udo, just o ff the eastern coast o f Jejudo; the newly opened Haenyeo Museum, 
which offers insight in to  a unique aspect o f Jejudo culture; and the immersive 
Gimnyeong Maze Park, a hedge maze maintained since 1987 by an expatriate 
American professor. I f  lying around on the beach is your sort o f thing, there are a 
couple o f decent spots in the area, too.

G e o m u n o r e u m  L a v a  T u b e  S y s te m

A ccording to  UNESCO, the Geomunoreum 

lava tube system is the finest, best-preserved 
system o f lava tubes anywhere in  the w orld .
T h e re  are f ive  tubes in  the  system ; the 

longest o f these, M anjanggul Cave is 
over 13 km  long. These impressive tubes

m u st be e xp e rie n ce d  to  be b e lie v e d —  
channels o f  black volcanic rock  decorated 

by fan tastica l lava p illa rs  and stalactites, 
the tunnels form  a universe a ll the ir own.

The tube system begins at Geomunoreum 

(456.6 m), one o f the many parasitic cones 
(oreum) th a t rise up fro m  the island, and 
runs in  a no rthe as te rly  d ire c tio n  u n t il i t

The volcanic landscape of Jejudo. The island has about 360 oreum, or parasitic volcanic cones.
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•  S eongeup Folk V illage

4 km

reaches the coast. I t  was formed during an 

eruption some 200,000-300,000 years ago: 
as lava flo w e d  to  the surface, i t  fo rm ed 
c ha nne ls , m uch as a r iv e r  does. W hen  

exposed to  the a ir, the surface o f the lava 
began to  co o l, tu rn in g  in to  an insu la ting  
crust o f rock. Underneath this crust, the lava 

co n tinued  to  flo w , c u tt in g  in to  the rock 
beneath, m uch as a r iv e r fo rm s canyons. 

Eventually, the channels drained out, form ing 
the amazing arch-ceiling tubes we see today.

The unique volcanic environment in which 
the tubes were formed produced a landscape 

com ple te ly  u n like  those o f the lim estone 
caves o f the mainland. Inside you’ll find lava 
s ta la c t ite s ,  caused b y  superhea ted  a ir  

remelting the ceiling’s rock; impressive lava 
p illa rs , form ed when lava dripped from  a 

hole in the ceiling; and a variety o f other lava 
rock form ations. The sides o f the w a ll are 
marked by tell-tale flow lines, indicating the 

depth o f previous lava flows. O n ly  one o f

Jejudo’s lava tubes are a protected UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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the five caves, M anjanggul, is actual open 
to  the public, although Gimnyeongsagul 
x@ is o fte n  v is ited  thanks to  its  c o lo r fu l 

local legend.

M a n ja n g g u l  C a v e
The M anjanggul Cave is, by far, the most 

visited o f the tubes, although on ly  the first 

1 km  o f  the 13,422 m tube is open to  the 
public. U n like  many lava tubes which can 

g e t p r e t ty  c ra m p e d , th is  one is t r u ly  
cavernous, w ith  a w id th  o f up to  18 m and 

a height th a t reaches 23 m. The h igh light 

here is the m a g n ifice n t, ne a rly  8 m high 
lava p i l la r  w ith  e lephan t fo o t- l ik e  “ lava 

toes.”  A lso notable is Geobukbawi ( “ Turtle 
R o c k ") a “ lava ra f t ”  (a rock  tha t

floa ted on the lava flo w  un til i t  so lid ified 
in to  place) shaped like , w e ll, a turtle . The 

cave is also home to  Korea’s largest colony 
o f  bats. The open areas should take about 
4 0  m in u te s  to  e x p lo re . W ear sensib le  

footwear; high-heels are banned.
©  9 am to 6 pm (summer); 9 am to 5:30 pm 
(winter) ф  2,000 won @ Take a Donghoeseon 
bus from Jeju Bus Terminal and get off at 
Manjanggul Cave parking lot (1 hr 20 min). From 
the parking lot, there are shuttle buses to the 
entrance of the cave. (£) 064-783-4818

G im n y e o n g s a g u l  C a v e
Located 2 km  n o rth  o f  M a n jang gu l, th is 

700 m cave earned its name (“ Snake Cave 
o f  G im n y e o n g ")  because i t  is a s ing le , 
S-shaped tube, no t u n like  the shape o f  a 

snake. A dd ing  to  the snake metaphor, the 
entrance is w ide, much like  the head o f a 
snake, but past the entrance the tube grows 

progressive ly  na rrow er. The f lo o r  o f the 
tube  is la rg e ly  covered in  sand b low n  in 
from  the beach.

Gimnyeongsagul Cave is regarded along 

w i t h  M a n ja n g g u l C a ve  as th e  m o s t 
im portan t o f  the system. Unfortunately, due 
to  fear o f fa lling  rock and to preserve the 

n a tu ra l e n v iro n m e n t, you  can ’t  a c tu a lly

Gimnyeongsagul Cave

enter the cave but some do make the visit 
(usually as pa rt o f  a v is it to  M anjanggul) 

in trigued by the legend o f virg ina l sacrifice 
associated w ith  the cave (see next page).

G im n y e o n g  M a z e  P a rk
Conveniently located between M anjanggul 
and G im nyeongsagu l caves, G im nyeong  

M aze Park is an in tr ig u in g  hedge maze 
designed by the g lo b a lly  renow ned maze 
designer A d ria n  Fisher. The garden was 

founded in 1987 by Frederic H . Dustin, an 
A m e r ic a n  p ro fe s s o r  a t Je ju  N a t io n a l 
U n iv e r s i t y  w h o  has l iv e d  in  K o re a  

continuously since 1958 and on Jejudo since 
1971.

G im nyeong Maze is no o rd ina ry  maze. 
S haped l ik e  J e ju d o  i t s e l f ,  th e  d e s ig n  
incorporates a num ber o f tra d itio n a l and 

historical symbols, including a pony’s head 
(sym bolizing the Mongols, w ho invaded the 
is la n d  in  1276, b r in g in g  w ith  them  the 

horses fo r which the island is now famous), 
a snake and a ship (sym bo liz ing  the “ De 
Sperwer," the Dutch trading vessel that was 
wrecked on Jejudo in 1653, depositing on 

the island Hendrick Hamel (see p466), one 
o f  the  f i r s t  W este rne rs  to  w r i te  a b o u t 
Korea). There are some elevated walkways
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S n a k e s , V ir g in s  a n d  Ca v e s

In the days o f old, it was said that a giant and ill-tempered serpent lived in 
Gimnyeongsagul Cave. This serpent would cause bad harvests, bring typhoons and 
other calamities, and generally make life unpleasant for the locals unless it was 
placated yearly w ith a sacrifice o f food and, most painfully, a young virgin o f 15 or 16 
years o f age. So every year, villagers would toss a young virgin into Gimnyeongsagul 
Cave, whom the serpent would eat alive.

In the 10th year of King Jungjong (r. 1506-1544), a man named Seo Lin was 
dispatched as a judge to Jeju-do. When he heard o f the sacrifices, he was outraged. 
Assembling a few dozen soldiers, he went to Gimnyeongsagul Cave. At the entrance of 
the cave, they placed food, as if  they were preparing the annual rite. The serpent 
emerged from the cave, but this time, instead of a pretty young virgin, what it  got was 
cold steel as Seo dispatched the beast w ith his sword.

Later, a stone monument was erected to pay tribute to Seo at the mouth o f the cave.
Traditionally, the people o f Jeju have many legends and fo lk beliefs connected to 

snakes, which are plentiful on the island. In fact, some regard the legend o f Seo Lin 
and the serpent o f Gimnyeongsagul Cave as an allegory for the repression of 
shamanism and other fo lk beliefs by the neo-Confucianists o f the central government 
during the early Joseon Dynasty.

S e o n g s a n  l l c h u l b o n g
Seongsan llchulbong (“ Sunrise Peak” ) is one 
o f  K o re a ’s m o s t b r e a th ta k in g  s ig h ts . 

Registered by UNESCO in  2007, Seongsan 
llch u lb o n g  is w h a t vo lcano log is ts  ca ll an 
archetypal tu f f  cone, a steep volcanic cone 

w ith  a wide, flat-floored crater composed of 
cemented volcanic ash. T u ff cones form from 
sm a ll b u t e xp lo s ive  e ru p tio n s  in  w h ich  

magma meets w a te r and are m ost o ften  
found, no t surprisingly, a t w ate r’s edge or 
just o f f  the coast. Seongsan llchulbong was 

form ed by an un derw a te r e ru p tio n  some
40,000 to  120,000 years ago. The cone is 
attached to  the mainland by a th in  isthmus; 
over the m illenn ia , the sea has eroded the 

cone almost down to  the base, producing a 
d ram atic  c l i f f  th a t p lunge a lm ost stra igh t 

down in to  the blue sea. As the name would 
suggest, it's tru ly  a sight to  behold at sunrise.

The bowl-shaped cra ter has a diam eter 
o f 570 m; the rim  tops ou t a t 179 m, while

and observation points from  which to  view 

the whole maze, although the best way to  
experience it  is fro m  ins ide as you make 
y o u r w ay  th ro u g h  the la b y r in th .  W h ile  

there are maps ava ilab le , jus t w andering 
about and getting lost is m ost fun.
©  8:30 am to 7:50 pm ^  3.300 won 
®  064-782-9266 8 www.jejumaze.com 
@ See “Manjanggul Cave" on previous page.

Gimnyeong Maze Park

http://www.jejumaze.com


Seongsan llchulbong, a dramatic tuff cone that plunges straight into the sea.

the floo r bottoms ou t at 89 m. The crater 

f lo o r  is covered by a b e a u tifu lly  ve rdan t 

grass fie ld. The isthmus link ing  the crater to 
the mainland is covered in rapeseed flowers 

in  spring, when it  turns a b r ill ia n t yellow. 
The isthm us, inc identa lly , is also the best 

place to  photograph the crater, especially at 
sunrise. Another good vantage p o in t is the 
nearby beach o f Seopjikoji.

H ikes up the crater’s landside slope begin 

from  the parking lo t and end up the crater’s 

lip. V isitors are prohib ited from  h ik ing  the 
r im  o r  e n te r in g  the  c ra te r, w h ic h  is a 
p ro tec ted  area. To get to  the to p , where 

there’s an observation deck, plan on about 
50 minutes round trip .
©  Open 1 hour before sunrise to 8 pm (winter),
1 hour before sunrise to 9 pm (summer) 
d i 2,000 won ® From Jeju Bus Terminal, take a 
bus to Seongsan and get off at Seongsan-ri 
Ipgu (2 hours). You could also take a bus from 
Seogwipo Bus Terminal to Seongsan (2 hrs 30 
min). ®  064-710-7923

S e o p j ik o j i
Ju s t s o u th  o f  Seongsan l lc h u lb o n g  is 
another h illy  protrusion in to  the sea. This 

p r o t r u s io n ,  c a l le d  S e o p j ik o j i ,  is  an 
especially pleasant piece o f coastline w ith

ro cky  ocean c liffs  and open meadows o f 
grass and rapeseed flowers— interrupted by 

not a single tree. Seopjikoji also offers fine 
views o f Seongsan llchulbong.
@ Take a cab or bus from Seongsan llchulbong.
If you are going from Jeju Bus Terminal, take a 
bus from llju Road and get off at Sinyang-ri 
(1 hr 30 min).

Seopjikoji
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Udo
Udo o r “ Cow  Island”  got its name because, 

on approach, i t  is said to  resemble a cow 

la y in g  d o w n . The head o f  the  co w  is a 
volcanic tu f f  cone, Udobong formed 
by  an u n d e rw a te r e ru p tio n  d u r in g  the  

Pleistocene era. The rest o f the island is a 

f la t and very fe rtile  lava p lateau. Settlers 
from  the main island, attracted by the rich 

volcanic soil, received permission from  the 
governm ent to  begin moving to  Udo from  

1 8 4 3 . T h e  lo c a ls  a re  a t i g h t l y  k n i t  
com m unity, mostly born and raised on the 

is land  fo r  genera tions. M a n y  engage in 
agriculture, grow ing sweet potatoes, barley, 
garlic and peanuts (fo r which the island is 

fam ous), as w e ll as he rd ing  and fish ing . 

Korea’s best known com m unity o f haenyeo 
(w om en divers) also operate fro m  be low  
the island’s cliffs.

N ow adays, the islanders are jo ined  by 
b o a tlo a d s  o f  to u r is ts  w h o  com e to  the 

is land to  take in  its  sights and en joy the 
p leasan t is land  a tm osphere . L ik e  m any 
places in Korea, it  has its ob ligatory “ eight 

scenic sights,”  w h ich  you can find on maps

Just off the eastern coast, the island of Udo is a nice

and tou ris t literature on the island. One o f 
the ones y o u ’ ll  d e fin ite ly  w a n t to  see is 

Seobin Baeksa a lovely w h ite  coral
sand beach w i th  e m e ra ld  b lu e  w a te r, 

producing w hat is, fo r Korea, a very exotic, 
alm ost Caribbean-like landscape. Another 

sight you ’ l l  w ant to  take in is Huhaeseok- 
byeok C lif fs  d ra m a tic  b la ck  lava

cliffs tha t are best seen from  a to u r boat.
A n o th e r one o f the e igh t s ights w o rth  

checking ou t is Haesikdonggul Cave 
A t n o o n , w hen  the sun re fle c ts  o f f  the 

water, w h ich  in tu rn  reflects on the ceiling 
o f the cave, an illusion makes it  appear as i f  

the moon is rising at midday.
A to p  U d o b o n g  are  tw o  lig h th o u s e s  

including o ld  Udo Lighthouse, b u ilt in 1906 
by the Japanese a fte r the ir v ic to ry  in  the 

Russo-Japanese War. W hile i t ’s no t big, it  is 
one o f the oldest lighthouses in  Korea.

1,500 won (park fee), 500 won tax at the 
terminal. @ Ferries to Udo depart from the port 
of Seongsan St!W, an hour's trip from either Jeju 
Bus Terminal or Seogwipo Bus Terminal. Ferries 
depart every hour, and take just 15 minutes to 
complete the trip.

day trip.
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Riding about Udo

The best way to enjoy Udo is to rent a 
bike, scooter or ATV (rentals available 
near the dock by Udo Harbor) and ride 
about the island, taking in the rustic 
charm as you navigate the roads lined by 
locals’ volcanic stone fences. It’s 
particularly pretty in spring when the 
rapeseed fields blossom, turning the 
island into a riot of yellow and green.

In 2001, the entire island was designated 
as a maritime park, meaning there is a 
1,500 won fee to enter the island.
•  Bike rentals: 2,000 won (1 hr), 5,000 

won (3 hrs), 10,000 won (1 day)
•  Scooter rentals: 15,000 won (1 hr),

20,000 won (2 hrs), 35,000 won (1 day)
• ATV rentals: 30,000 won (1 hr), 40,000 

won (2 hrs)

S e o n g e u p  F o lk  V i l l a g e
A t the fo o t o f  M t.  H allasan is Seongeup 

Folk Village, a beautifully maintained Joseon 
Dynasty walled tow n  w ith  many beautifu l 

homes, old administrative offices and shrines 
bu ilt in  Jeju-do’s unique indigenous style.

The administrative capital o f a large swath 
o f Jeju-do from 1423 until 1941, the village is 
ringed by protective walls, access through 

which is controlled by several gates, the south 
gate being the m ost im p o rta n t. Inside the 
walls are an o ld  officia l inn, and old official 

office, the tow n’s old Confucian school and 
many h is to ric  priva te residences. Even the 
trees are old. The village is typical o f the Jeju

do o f old— the thatched roofs o f the homes 
are tied  dow n w ith  straw  rope to  p rotect 
against the island’s notoriously strong winds. 

The w a lls  are made fro m  stone and mud 
instead o f wood and mud. The alleyways are 
curvy to  block the w ind, and lined w ith walls 

made o f volcanic black stone. In front o f the 
gates, we can also fin d  some o f Je ju -do ’s 
iconic dol hareubang statues.
В At Seogwipo Bus Terminal, take the Dongilju

bus »ii and get off at Pyoseon-ri local office 
attai From there, walk straight, turn left at 
the intersection, and go straight until you get to 
the bus stop. From there, hop on the 
Beonnyeong-ro bus «t* and get off at 
Seupeup 1-ri.

H a e n y e o  M u s e u m  sHHW SS
Opened in  2006, the Haenyeo Museum is a 

s m a r t ly  des igned  e x h ib i t  space in  the 
pleasant litt le  seaside village o f H ado-ri 
51 dedicated to  the lives o f Jejudo’s women 

divers. This is a good place learn a b it about 

the history and culture o f the haenyeo through 
photos, artifacts and other memorabilia.
©  9 am to 6 pm (Mar-Oct), 9 am to 5 pm (Nov- 
Feb) (B 1,200 won 0  From Jeju Bus Terminal, 
take a bus for Sehwa or Seongsan and get 
off at the museum in Hado-ri 8i£ei (60 min).
©  064-782-9898

S a n g u m b u r i  C r a te r  SSF?
A bou t 40 minutes inland from  Jeju C ity  is 
one o f Jejudo’s largest parasitic craters, the 
spectacular Sangumburi Crater. Some 650 m 

wide and 100 m deep, Sangumburi is unique 
am ong Je ju ’s cra ters in  th a t i t  is a m aar 

cra ter— it  was form ed when underground 
magma met groundwater, producing a great 

explosion o f steam that produced w hat can 
on ly  be described as a massive hole in the 

ground and the floo r collapsed. N o rock or 
magma was emitted during the eruption, just 
gas. It must have been quite the sight.

You can walk up to  the lip  o f the crater—  

the views o f both the aforementioned hole 
in the ground and the surrounding Jejudo 

scenery are awesome. Unfortunate ly, since 
the crater is a protected area, you cannot 
circum navigate it  o r descend in to  it. Over 

400 species o f plants and animals, including 
deer, live in the crater. In fa ll, the area is 
covered in  b e au tifu l, golden reeds and is 
tru ly  a sight to  behold.
©  8:30 am to 6:30 pm (summer), 8:30 to 5:30 
pm (winter) d i  3,000 won В  From Jeju Bus 
Terminal, take the bus for Beonnyeong-ro and 
get off at Sangumburi (30-40 min). 6  www. 
sangumburi.net (KR)
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Ha e n y e o : Ko r e a ’s  M e r m a id s

)eju-do’s diving women or haenyeo are a local cultural 
icon and a symbol of the country’s distinctive culture. We 
don’t know when, exactly, Jeju’s women first took to  the 
sea, but one governor in 1105 banned women from diving 
in the nude, and another governor in the 17th century 
banned men and women from diving together.

Under the influence of Neo-Confucianism, Korea 
developed into a very patriarchal society, but not on 
Jejudo, where women were often the chief breadwinners 
o f the family. So valued women were, in fact, that a local 
saying goes, “ Have a baby girl and we w ill throw a pork 
barbecue party; have a baby boy and we w ill kick his 
ass." In fact, in many coastal villages, what developed 

was the polar opposite o f what developed on the mainland, w ith women earning money 
by diving for shellfish and other bounty o f the sea, and men staying home to care o f the 
children.

Haenyeo begin learning their trade from the time they are girls. It takes great skill to be 
a hoenyeo—the women should be able to free dive (i.e., dive w ithout oxygen tanks) to 
depths of 20 meters and hold the ir breath for several minutes. Divers go out w ith little 
gear—just a wetsuit, face mask, weights, iron pick to dredge shell fish, nets into which 
to place the catch, and a buoy to alert the surface to the ir location. For added safety 
against sharks and accidents, haenyeo almost always work in groups. The reliance on 
the old ways—particularly the refusal to use oxygen tanks—is a piece of collective 
wisdom that prevents overfishing and keeps seafood stocks plentiful. Favored catches 
are conch, abalone, octopus and sea cucumber, not to mention seaweed.

The life o f the haenyeo is not an easy one, however, and Korea’s current-day prosperity 
has lured many of Jeju’s daughters away from diving. Accordingly, the number of women 
divers has dropped dramatically in recent years. In the 1970s, there were 15,000 
haenyeo in Jeju; today, there are about 5,000, most o f whom are elderly.

Do l  Ha r e u b a n g

Dol hareubang, or “ Grandfather Rock," is a true Jeju icon. Carved o f volcanic stone, the 
phallic statues with the bulging but pupil-less eyes and impish grins used to be placed in 
front o f town gates to ward off evil, 
much in the same way the ubiquitous 
jangseung  was used on the mainland.
There are still 45 original dol hareubang 
from the 18th century, mostly in Jeju City,
Seongeup Folk Village and Daejeong- 
eup yiSS in southern Jeju. Besides 
these, you’ll find countless replicas all 
over the island, and small stone replicas 
are commonly sold as souvenirs.
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Seogwipo’s convenient bus and boat connections make it  easy to  explore Jejudo’s 
beautiful southern coast where there are numerous attractions— natural (albeit, 
ticketed) and others more touristic— for the visitor.

Seogwipo
W ith  over 155,000 peop le , Seogwipo is 

J e ju d o ’ s o th e r  m a jo r  c i t y ,  a n d  th e  

commercial hub o f  the southern h a lf o f  the 
island. M uch o f w ha t was said about Jeju 
C ity  can be said ab ou t Seogwipo— as an 

e x e r c is e  i n  u r b a n  p la n n in g  a n d  
a rc h ite c tu re ,  i t ’ s n e ith e r  p a r t ic u la r ly  

desirable no r unpleasant, but i t ’s a perfect 

base fro m  w h ic h  to  e x p lo re  s o u th e rn

Je judo . There  are m any he ra lded  sites, 

n a m e ly  th e  s c e n ic  C h e o n jiy e o n  and 

Jeongbang Falls.

C h e o n j iy e o n  F a l ls
T h is  b e a u tifu l w a te r fa ll,  and the love ly  

pool th a t i t  fo rm s, is to  be fou nd  on the 
river just west o f tow n. Its name translates 
as “ Pond Where Heaven and Earth M eet”  

and, acco rd ing  to  legend, seven nym phs 

descended from  Heaven on a step o f  clouds

Jungmun Resort Complex and Jejudo's southern coast are Korea’s answer to Hawaii.
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t o  b a th e  in  th e  c o o l,  c le a n  w a te rs .  

N o w a d a y s  y o u ’ re u n lik e ly  to  f in d  any 
nym phs, b u t you  w i l l  f in d  the next best 
t h in g  in  th e  p o o l— a la rg e  s c h o o l o f  

m a rb led  eel. D es ignated  by the K orean 
governm ent as a n a tu ra l m onum ent, the 

w a te r fa ll i ts e lf  is 22 m  h ig h , the w a te r 
cascading fro m  a c l i f f  made o f vo lca n ic  
rock in to  a pool that reaches a depth o f 20 

m . T h e  v a lle y  a ro u n d  the  fa lls  is a lso  
t h i c k l y  w o o d e d  w i t h  a v a r ie t y  o f  
subtrop ica l and temperate-zone trees, and 

the fa lls  are l i t  up a t n ig h t, m a k in g  i t  a 
good place to  come fo r an evening stro ll.
©  7 am to 11 pm (admission ends at 10:10 pm) 
(B  2.000 won ©  064-733-1528 ®  From 
Seogwipo Bus Terminal, take Bus No. 1 to the 
last stop (10 min).

J e o n g b a n g  F a l ls  З У - 5
O n e  o f  J e ju d o ’s m o s t p o p u la r  to u r is t  

a t t r a c t i o n s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  w i t h  th e  
honeymooner c ro w d , Jeongbang Falls has 

the d istinction o f being Asia’s on ly  waterfall 
tha t empties d irectly in to  the ocean. Indeed, 
i t ’s a geological phenomenon seen in very 

few  places in  the w o r ld  (the best know n 
example g loba lly  being D unn’s R iver Falls 

in  Jamaica). The w ater here falls 23m from  
a sheer vo lcan ic  c l i f f  in to  the sea be low ; 

between the visuals and the sound, it  makes 
fo r a dram atic sight, even w ith  throngs o f 
tourists around you.
©  8 am to 7 pm (6 pm in winter) ф  2,000 won 
0  From Seogwipo Bus Terminal, take a bus for 
Bomok and get off at the KAL Hotel (5 min): 
the waterfall is right there. Otherwise, just take a 
taxi. ©064-760-6341

Jeongbang  Falls is A s ia 's  on ly  w aterfa ll tha t em pties d irectly  in to th e  sea.



Botanical Garden Yeomiji (left), Teddy Bear Museum

Jungmun Resort Complex
ssssex I
The spraw ling Jungmun Resort Complex is 

Jeju’s one-stop center fo r a ll you r leisure, 
v a ca tio n  and c o n ve n tio n  needs: several 

lu x u r y  h o te ls ,  a m a r in e  th e m e  p a rk , 
p o p u la r beach areas, a bo tan ica l garden, 
sho pp ing  center, tw o  casinos, museums, 

shopp ing  centers, a ton  o f  restaurants, a 
co n ve n tio n  center, sea fish in g  program s, 

scuba and d iv in g  o p p o rtu n itie s , and g o lf 
cou rses. T h ro w  in  C he o n je ye o n  F a lls , 

Daepo C oast Jusa ng jeo lli C liffs , and the 

M t.  Hallasan scenery and seaside in to  the 
m ix , and you have everything you need fo r 

a very pleasant, entertaining stay.
<£) Give the Jungm un Resort Complex Tourist 
Inform ation Center a ring a t 064-739-1330 or 
visit them on the north side of the complex.
В  Airport Limousine No. 600 will take you there 
(50 min). Likewise, you can take buses bound 
for the resort from Jeju Bus Terminal (50 min) or 

Seogwipo Bus Terminal (50 min).

B o ta n ic a l  G a rd e n  Y e o m ij i  ° lo |x l-N = S
Even i f  y o u ’ re n o t in to  to u r is t  reso rts , 

Jungmun has some things w o rth  checking 
o u t. B o tan ica l G arden Y eom iji 
has both an indoor garden tha t is home to  

2 ,000 rare, trop ica l and subtropical plants 
underneath a fu tu ris tic  greenhouse and an 
o u td o o r garden w ith  tra d it io n a l Korean, 

Japanese, Ita lian  and French sub-sections. 
V ie w s  fro m  the  38m  h ig h  o b s e rv a to ry  
shouldn’t  be missed, 
d l  3,500 won ®  064-735-1100

T e d d y  B e a r  M u s e u m
I f  you ’ve got kids (o r even i f  you don’t), the 
Je ju  T eddy B ear M u se u m  9|c|«|chsxI9  is 

w o rth  a vis it. The w o rld ’s largest museum 
dedicated to  the teddy bear in a ll its cute 
and cuddly incarnations.

Ф  6,000 won ®  064-738-7600

O t h e r  M u s e u m s
The W orld  A utom obile Jeju Museum

(0 6 4 -7 9 2 -3 0 0 0 , 8 ,0 0 0  w o n ) , 

o p e n e d  in  2 0 0 8  b y  a m a in la n d  

businessman w ith  a passion fo r  cars, has 
about 70 classic cars, includ ing a rare 1928 

H i l lm a n  S t r a ig h t  8 a n d  th e  ic o n ic  
Mercedes-Benz 300SL. There ’s a R ip ley ’s 
“ Believe I t  o r N o t!"  Museum 

(0 6 4 -7 3 8 -3 0 0 3 ,  8 ,0 0 0  w o n ) ne a r the  
entrance o f the com plex. And i f  Jeju Love 

Land and the nearby W orld  Eros Museum 
aren’t  enough, there’s also the Health and 
Sex M useum  2 3 2 ^ * 9  (0 6 4 -7 9 2 -5 7 0 0 , 

3,500 w on, minors no t allowed), w ith  more 
exh ib its o f the very adult-oriented k ind.

Museum of African Art near Jusangjeolli Cliffs



The spectacular Cheonjeyeon Falls

J u n g m u n  B e a c h
A lo n g  w i th  H a e u n d a e , D aech eon  and 

Gyeongpodae, Jungm un Beach is one o f 
K o re a ’s m ost p o p u la r , in  no sm a ll p a rt 

th a n ks  to  its  in c lu s io n  in  the  Jungm un 
R esort C o m p le x . As the su rfe rs  w o u ld  
attest, i t ’s p robab ly  go t the best waves in 

Jejudo. The waves are so good, in  fact, that 
yo u ’ l l  p ro b a b ly  w a n t to  keep an eye on 
your kids— the Pacific swells can get pretty 

powerfu l. This 560 m stretch o f w hite  sand 
is as close to  H aw a ii as you ’ ll get in  Korea; 
not on ly  the waves and trop ica l vegetation, 

i n c lu d in g  p a lm  t r e e s ,  b u t  r e s o r t  
conveniences w ith  com com itan t high prices 
and hordes o f tourists, both domestic and 

in te rn a t io n a l,  in  th e  sum m er m o n th s . 
T hanks to  the waves, Jungm un Beach is 
K o re a ’s to p  s u r f in g ,  p a ra s a il in g  and

w in d s u rfin g  d e s tina tion . I f  y o u 'd  like  to 

learn the a rt o f surfing, one recommended 
in s tru c to r  is K im  Hee-cheo l (0 1 0 -7 2 7 5 - 

2 7 2 5 ), w h o  runs a s u r f in g  sch o o l w ith  
instruction available in English— day classes 

are 60,000 w on, inc lud ing suit and board 
rental.

C h e o n je y e o n  F a l ls  6 W 3 M 5
C heonjiyeon and Jeongbang fa lls  may be 
m ore fam ous bu t Cheonjeyeon Falls are 

likely the most spectacular falls on the island. 
I t ’s actually a system o f three falls, although 

th e  f i r s t ,  w h ic h  d ro p s  in t o  a p o o l 
d ram atica lly  lined by basalt colum n c liffs , 

often runs dry in seasons other than summer. 
The second o f the falls cascades some 30 m, 

and is the most impressive o f the system. A 

p ictu resque arch bridge  spans the gorge, 
V ic to r ia  F a lls  B r id g e -s ty le , p r o v id in g  

b e a u tifu l views o f  the surround ings. The 
g o rg e  is  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  th ic k  w a rm - 
temperate forests that are home to  some rare 

plants, including ferns and elaeocarpus trees. 
©  8 am to 6:30 pm (Mar-Oct). 9 am to 5:30 pm 
(Nov-Feb) ^3  2,500 won В  Take a bus from 
Seogwipo Bus Terminal towards Jungmun and 
get o ff at#Cheonjeyeon. Or take Airport 
Limousine Bus No. 600 and get off at the 
International Convention Center at Yeomiji 
Botanical Garden. Both routes take about 50 
minutes.

D a e p o  C o a s t  J u s a n g je o l l i  C l i f f s
сН58Н°^-У !г|Щ

This fantastic stretch o f coastline near the 
massive Jungm un Resort com plex is Jeju

do ’s answer to  N o rthe rn  Ire land ’s G ian t’s 
Causeway. The spectacular black c liffs  were 
fo rm e d  b y  a p h e n o m e n o n  k n o w n  as 

c o lu m n a r jo in t in g — la va , w hen i t  coo ls  
ra p id ly , con trac ts  and cracks, o fte n  in to  
p o ly g o n a l co lu m n s . T h e  re su lts  can be 
s p e c ta c u la r , w i th  ro w s  o f  p o ly g o n a l 

columns that appear more man-made than 
natural. W hile  the most famous example of
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th is  g e o lo g ic a l fo r m a t io n  is G ia n t ’s 

C ausew ay, some A m erica n  v is ito rs  m ay 

better recognize the phenomenon from  the 

landm ark D evil’s Tower in W yoming.

The basalt columns o f  the Daepo Coast,
some as high as 30 to  40 m, ju t ou t in to  the

sea, m ak ing  fo r  qu ite  a d ra m a tic  scene,
especially at sunset and at high tide when

the waves crash in to  the pillars.
©  8 am to 7 pm (6 pm, Nov to Feb) d i  2,000 
won @ From Seogwipo, take A irport Limousine 
Bus No. 600 and get off at the International 
Convention Center (50 min). You could also take 
A irport Limousine Bus No. 600 from Jeju Bus 
Terminal (60 min).

Itami Jun’s Wind, W ater & Stone
In land from  Jungmun Resort Com plex is another upscale resort/residential area in the 
m aking, centered on the arch itectu ra lly inspired Podo Hotel ^  « . In fro n t o f the 
hotel’s go lf courses is a new development o f m ostly vacation homes named Biotopia. 

On the outskirts o f th is development can be found three small museums by the late 
Japanese-Korean architect Itam i Jun (1937-2011). I f  you have the tim e, do try  to  stop 

by these beautiful Zen-like m editation spaces, each one dedicated to  one o f Jeju’s three 
symbols: w ind, water and stone. The W ater Museum is particu larly inspiring, w ith  its 
m in im a lis t concrete spaces, its  open ro o f  and m asterfu l use o f  w ater, lig h t and 
reflections.

The Daepo Coast’s Jusangjeolli Cliffs were formed 
by quickly cooling lava.
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H a l l a s a n  N a t io n a l  P a r k

South Korea’s highest peak at 1,950 m, the grand cone o f M t. Hallasan is more 
than just Je judo’s h ig h lig h t— it  is Je judo, o r as the locals pu t is, “ Jejudo is 
Hallasan, Hallasan is Jejudo.”  The m ountain is a gigantic shield volcano, one 
formed entirely o f lava flows, characterized by their enormous size but relatively 
low  profiles. Mauna Kea, which forms the big island o f Hawaii, is also a shield 
volcano, lending more credence to  the oft-c ited comparison between the tw o  
islands.

M t. Hallasan began forming in the Pliocene epoch; it  is no longer active, w ith  the 
last recorded eruptions in 1002 and 1007 (powerful earthquakes were recorded in 
1455 and 1670, however). It is crowned by a 400 meter-wide caldera, Baengnokdam 
- - i t  (“ Lake Where the White Deer D rinks” ) which, depending on the time o f year, 

is partially filled by a shallow crater lake. The mountain also has over 360 smaller 
parasitic cones, or oreum, found throughout the island— these parasitic cones are a 
defining piece of Jeju-do’s landscape.

Crater lake of Baengnokdam atop Mt. Hallasan



J e j u - d o  6 5 5

Seasonal views of Mt. Hallasan

M t. Hallasan is beautiful any time o f year, but spring— when its vast colonies of 
royal azaleas blossom— is the best season to  visit. I f  you can deal w ith  the cold 
and the snow, w inter is a good time to  hike the mountain— its snow-encrusted 
trees, o r “ snow flowers,”  produce a magical, almost surreal landscape. During 
heavy snowfalls, however, some roads are hazardous or closed to  traffic.

H ik in g  M t .  H a l la s a n
H ik in g  M t.  H a llasan  is one o f  the m ost 
popular activities fo r visitors to  the island, 
and w e ll w o rth  the tim e and effo rt. Thanks 

to its broad flanks, the hikes here are not 
especially d iff ic u lt despite the height o f the 

peak. There  are several w e ll-m arked and 
w ell-traveled h ik ing  paths up the m ountain, 
a lm ost a ll under 10 km . S till, you should 

p ro b a b ly  set aside a w ho le  day fo r  th is , 
w ith  h ikes genera lly tak in g  e igh t to  nine 
ho urs  re tu rn . Be w a rn e d , to o , th a t the 

w inds can get very strong, and the weather 

is fick le  at best. Dress accordingly.
From  the Jeju C ity  side, the best course—  

b u t the  m ost s trenuous— is Gwaneum sa 
T ra il aSAHrets (8 .7  km , nine hours round 

tr ip ), w hich begins a t the Buddhist temple

o f  G w a n e u m s a  SfgAt ( J e ju d o ’s o ld e s t 

B u d d h is t  t e m p le )  a n d  c l im b s  to  

Baengnokdam. You can descend the same 
w a y  y o u  w e n t u p , b u t m o s t choose to 
descend along the Seongpanak T ra il 
91s , w h ic h  s k ir ts  the Sara O re um  •W SS 

(1,324 m), an impressive cone w ith  its own 
crater lake tha t can be reached by another 

40  m in u te  side h ike . W h ile  Seongpanak 

T ra il (9.6 km , eight hours round trip ) is the 
easiest and most popular tra il to  ascend the 

peak, i t ’s also by fa r the most crowded.
Be aware tha t i f  you w an t to  reach the 

peak, you  need to  s ta r t o f f  e a rly— they 
w on ’t  let you on the peak i f  you don’t  make 

it  to  c e r ta in  ra nge r s ta t io n s  by ce rta in  
times. In the case o f Gwaneumsa T ra il, you 
need to  reach Samgakbong Shelter, not far
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G w aneum sa Trail

ikbong
Shelter

Oreum

(dam

II Trail

Donnaeko Trail

fro m  the peak itse lf, by 1 pm  d u rin g  the 
sum m er m o n ths  (o r  even e a r lie r  d u r in g  
sp rin g  and fa ll)  i f  you  w ish  to  reach the 

sum m it. Y ou ’ re encouraged to  check ou t 
the p a rk ’s website at w w w .ha llasan .go .kr 

fo r precise times and more in fo . There are 
several other popular tra ils, bu t they do not 
reach Baengnokdam. They do present some

beautifu l views o f the opposite side o f the 
peak, however.

в  To get to the start of Gwaneumsa Trail, take a 
bus to  Gwaneumsa from Jeju Bus Terminal or 
Jeju International Airport. Both take about 20 
minutes. Buses to Gwaneumsa from Seogwipo 
take a bit longer at 30 minutes.
To get to the head of Seongpanak Trail, take a 
bus from either Jeju or Seogwipo bus terminals 
for Seongpanak Ipgu (30 min).

Despite its subtropical setting, Mt. Hallasan sees a lot of snow in winter.

http://www.hallasan.go.kr
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Jeju O lle Trails

The best way to  explore Jeju-do is on foo t. In  2007, form er journalist Suh M yung-sook—  
insp ired  by Spain ’s legendary C am ino  de Santiago p ilg rim age  ro u te— began w o rk  on 

p lo ttin g  and restoring Jeju-do’s o ld  w a lk in g  paths. The w a lk ing  paths— called Olle-gil, 
taking the ir name from  the old Jeju w ord fo r the paths that connected homes to  the main 
road— take hikers through scenic pastoral and coastal landscapes in hopes o f g iving them 

“ peace, happiness and healing.”  They proved a tremendous success, and there are now  over 
300 km o f these paths ring ing almost the entire island.

There are 19 tra ils in a ll (plus several op tiona l paths), each tra il between 15 km  and 20 
km  long. Look to  spend about five to  eight hours on each tra il. The tra ils are no t especially 

taxing physically, but be sure to  bring  plenty o f water in  summer. W alking o r h ik ing  shoes 
are recommended, although in  summer, sandals m igh t help on the sandy beach routes. Be 
sure to  check out Jeju O lle Trails ' website (w w w .je juo lle .org) fo r details on each course.

D Siheung E lem entary S chool -Mg rSVa to  G w angch ig i Beach (15 k m . 5 - 6  h rs ) This path
takes hikers past several oreum  (small volcanic cones) and ends at Gwangchigi Beach, with excellent 

views of Seongsan llchulbong. Ш  Udo Is land (16 .1  k m . 4 - 5  h rs )  See 'Udo Island' Q  G w angch ig i 
Beach to  O npyeong Port -  (1 7 .2  k m . 5 - 6  h rs )  The highlight here is the view from Daesusanbong 
Peak . with panaromic views of Seongsan llchulbong and the rest of the east coast.
Q  O npyeong P ort to  Dangke Port (2 2  k m , 6 - 7  h rs )  A nice mix of forest, pastoral and seaside 
scenery. You also pass the Kim Young Gap Gallery (admission: 3,000 won), dedicated to the

work of a photographer who spent much of his life photographing the island's nature. В  Pyoseon =' 
to  Nam won Port -1 (2 3  k m , 6 - 7  h rs )  The first half of this hike is lovely coastal scenery, but the 
second involves oreum  and highland walking. В  Nam won P ort to  Soesokkak 1 (1 5  k m , 5 - 6  h rs ) 

The cliffs of Keuneong Promenade make for one of Korea's most beautiful coastal walks. The

cliff-lined Soesokkak Estuary, with its blue-green water, is quite picturesque, too. В S oesokkak to 
Oedolgae Rock '  (1 4 .4  k m , 5  h rs ) More coastal scenery, leading through Seogwipo. Hikers pass 
the Cheonjiyeon Falls, too. While at Soesokkak, spend 50 minutes and explore the estuary by feu, a 
traditional raft pulled along by rope connected to the side of the river. В  Oedolgae R ock to  
W olpyeong Port (15 .1  k m , 4 - 5  h rs ) This scenic stretch passes along some lovely, rocky 
coastline. A point of interest is Hwanguji Beach (right at the beginning), where there’s a cliff

http://www.jejuolle.org
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O lle Trail Map

As of October 2011, 24 Olle trails have been created. 
By 2013, the number of paths will rise to 27. 

Seen on foot at a leisurely pace, Jeju reveals its 
beauty in a different form on every trail.

with 12 caves dug by the Japanese military to fortify the island during World War II. E B  W orld Cup 
S tadium  to  Oedolgae R ock (15.6 km , 4 - 5  hrs) This course involves some inland walking
along rice paddies and villages along with some stretches along high grassy plains with views of Mt. 
Hallasan. Q  W olpyeong 1 to  Daepyeong Port ' 1 ■' (17.6 km , 5 - 6  hrs) A beautiful stretch of 
coast, including Jeju ’s famous Jusang Jeolli Cliffs. 0  Daepyeong Port to  Hwasun Beach -u S?" 
(8 .8  km , 3 - 4  hrs) A relatively strenuous course that takes you along high cliffs and into the Andeok 

Valley ЙЭДВ. You pass some cows along the way, too. Ш  Hwasun Beach 1: •' to  M oseu lpo  s s  
5  (14 km , 4 - 5  hrs) This spectacular stretch takes you along wild volcanic cliffs, past the dramatic 
volcanic plug of Mt. Sanbangsan and up the tuff cone of Mt. Songaksan . During World War 
II, the area around Moseulpo was highly fortified; along the way, you'll pass man-made caves, bunkers 

and even an old Japanese airfield. П И  Gapado Is land (5 km , 1 hr) Gapado is a flat volcanic 
island just off the southern coast with pretty fields of barley. There are three ferries a day from the port 
of Moseulpo (20 min). Ш  Hamo Beach = to  M ureung 2-ri (20 km , 6 - 7  hrs) The 
scenery from the top of Moseulpo Peak, with views of Mt. Sanbangsan, Mt. Songaksan and Gapado, 

make this hike worth it. Щ  M ureung 2-ri to  Yongsu P ort 84*®? (17.6  km . 5 - 6  hrs) Jeju City’s first 
Olle-gil skirts the western coast of Jejudo. The area around Jagunae port is particularly nice.

ВЕЗ Yongsu to  Jeo ji (15 .3  km , 4 - 5  hrs) This path is almost entirely inland, taking you through 
forests and up the Jeoji Oreum . Ш  Jeo ji to  H allim  (19 .3  km . 6 - 7  hrs) Course 14 mixes 
inland walking with coastal walking. Check out the wild cactus around the port of Wollyeong 
ЗмИ Jeo ji to  M ureung (17.5 km . 5 - 6  hrs) Another inland course, this path takes you through the 
beautiful O '-sulloc green tea plantation (check out O'-sulloc Tea Museum) and the old growth of 
Gotjawal Forest. Щ  H allim  Port f iS K »  to  Gonae P ort * 4 $ ?  (19  km , 6 -7  hrs) More inland walking 
through fields, farms, villages and old stone walls. Qj) Gonae P ort to  G w angnyeong (17.8  km.
5 -6  hrs) This nice, easy walk is a good mixture of coastal and rural scenery.

Ш  G w angnyeong to  S anjicheon tY-ia (18.4 km, 6 hrs) The path here takes you through some 
pleasant countryside and into downtown Jeju City. Be sure to see Yongduam Rock along the way.
Ш  S an jicheon to  Jocheon ' (18 .8  km , 6  hrs) Some lovely coastline along this walk, as well as 
great views of Jeju City. Q j 3 0  Chujado Is land (17.7 km , 6 - 8  hrs) Chujado is actually several 
islands, some linked together by bridges. This is a demanding trail more akin to mountain hiking than 
walking. Ferries to Chujado depart from Jeju City. Q j] Jocheon  to  G im nyeong O lle (18.8  km.
6 -8  hrs) This is largely coastal walking, with a highlight being beautiful Hamdeok Beach .To 
learn about a particularly tragic piece of Korean history, check out the memorial to Jeju April 3 Incident.
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W H A T  T O  E A T

Due to its topography, Jejudo doesn't produce much rice. What it does have in abundance, 
however, is seafood. Jeonbokjuk Si-: a porridge made from abalone once served to the kings 
of Joseon, is an island specialty. You’ll also find plenty of places serving abalone grilled with 
butter, an absolutely delightful meal. Okdom gui ^ ? ° i ,  or grilled tilefish, is a local favorite, 
as is haemul ttukbaegi a hot pot made from various seafoods. Raw fish restaurants
abound throughout the island. Another specialty of the island is pork taken from the famous 
local black pigs in the old days, these pigs were fed a diet of human excrement— 
outhouses, in fact, were built right over the pigsty. This is no longer the case, but the pigs still 
make for some mighty fine eating. The meat is first smoked over burning hay before being 
grilled, giving the pork a distinctive flavor. Thanks to its subtropical setting, Jejudo produces 
some of Korea’s best citrus fruit. Ones you’re likely to see in abundance are the gamgyul У5 
(tangerines) and hallabong a sweet hybrid tangerine easily recognized by the distinctive 
protuberance at the stem. You can find these fruits all over the mainland, too.

Jeju City
Near Yongduam isYongdamgolS- (064-752-2344), a local institution specializing in 
jeonbok (abalone) cuisine. The jeonbokjuk (abalone porridge) will run you about 10,000 won 
but if you want something a bit more, try the jeonbok samhap (35,000 won)—grilled 
abalone with butter, served with sliced pork eaten with seaweed and kimchi. Also well-known 
is Yu bin Sikdang sy-NS (064-753-5218) near the Ramada Plaza Hotel. They do all things 
abalone, including/eonbo/c/u/c (10,000 won), jeonbok gui (grilled abalone, 60,000 won)
and jeonbok hoe (raw, sliced abalone, 60,000 won). In the new part of town south of Jeju 
Airport is Heukdonga (064-747-0088), where you can enjoy some quality heukdwaeji 
saenggui ts^oi (grilled black pig pork belly) for 14,000 won a serving. For something a bit 
simpler, Samdae Guksuhoegwan (064-759-6644), in front of Jeju Folklore and
Natural History Museum, does a lovely gogiguksu 2 7 (5,000 won), a noodle soup served 
with slices of pork.

Seogwipo City
Not far from Seogwipo Bus Terminal is Yongi Sikdang §°W=! (064-732-7892), which looks 
humble but does a mean d u ru c h ig i?*l7l (6,000 won), pork grilled with vegetables on tin foil. 
Absolutely delightful, and be sure to order the bokkeumbap (fried rice) afterwards. In
fact, the entire alley—called Arangjoeul Geori °i?№§ 7i al by the locals but named Cheon-ji Ro 

in English —is lined by about 60 restaurants (including the Yongi Sikdang) serving all 
sorts of Jeju specialties. On the waterfront, not far from Cheonjiyeon Falls, is Jeju Halmang 
Ttukbaegi (064-733-9934), which does a very nice jeonbok ttukbaegi
(10,000 won), a hot pot with abalone, mussels and other seafoods. Another place that has 
been doing good jeonbok ttukbaegi for close to 30 years is Sambo Sikdang (064-762- 
3620), also not far from Cheonjiyeon Falls. The port of Daepohang has a whole “ town” of raw 
fish restaurants. Keun Gaetmul Hoetjip f ; ' (064-738-1625) is expensive-look to drop 
about 150,000-200,000 won here—but the fish is fresh, the surroundings are immaculate, the 
presentation artistic and the views gorgeous. Much more humble is Hwanggeumeojang ssots 
(064-738-4418), a very popular place in the Arcade Market that does take-away raw fish. A 
kilo of fish will cost you 35,000 won. For something a bit different, try Gamgyul Jjinppang ZtSS 
8  (064-733-2900) near the tourist information center just south of Cheonjiyeon Falls. They do 
cheap steamed buns flavored with Jeju’s famous tangerines. Red bean and tangerine jam 
fillings available.
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W H E R E T O  S T A Y

Jeju City
Because of jeju-do’s status as a major tourist destination, you’ll be tripping over 
accommodations. You’ll find plenty of minbak and B&Bs along almost the entire coast, and 
lots of hotels and motels in urban jeju City. Be warned, though, that in the summer vacation 
season many of the choice accommodations may be booked out. Starting at the high end, the 
Ramada Plaza Jeju э д а я в д  (064-729-8100, www.ramadajeju.co.kr), designed like an 
ocean liner, sits on the water in downtown Jeju. Doubles with a view of the ocean begin at
352.000 won a night. To the west of the airport is the beautiful Resort 8. Spa Olle в ч у г  p 
(064-799-7770), with rooms beginning at 320,000 won a night (peak season). Rooms have 
pulpwood interiors and private jacuzzis. In downtown Jeju City is Jeju KAL Hotel (064-
724-2001, english.kalhotel.co.kr) with twin rooms beginning at 220,000 won. Also downtown 
is Daemyung Resort «и? (064-782-8311), with family rooms beginning at 320,000
won. Nice, but not bank-breaking, is Hotel Marina (064-746-6161) with doubles
going for 99,000 won a night. At the budget end, Neulsong Parktel (064-749-3303)
has nice, clean rooms in a downtown location for 40,000 won. Backpackers like Yeha 
Guesthouse ^  (064-724-5506, www.yehaguesthouse.com) by Jeju Intercity Bus
Terminal. Dormitory rooms start at 22,000 won (private rooms for two at 80,000 won) in peak 
season.

Seogwipo City
One of the most spectacular places to stay in Korea is the architecturally magnificent Phoenix 
Island R e s o r t (064-731-7000-5, www.phoenixisland.co.kr) near Seopjikoji, with 
condo-style accommodation for 450,000 won a night. The resort, with great views of 
Seongsan llchulbong, features work by renowned Japanese architect Ando Tadao and Swiss 
master Mario Botta. Highlights include Ando’s Genius Loci meditation center; Botta’s Agora 
Club House, a glass pyramid seemingly built of light; and Ando’s Glass House, a glass and 
stone masterpiece that seems to float over the sea. Mint, a restaurant in the Glass House, is a 
good place to have a meal or a cup of coffee. Also spectacular is late architect Itami Jun’s 
Podo Hotel °-13̂  (064-793-7000, www.thepinx.co.kr/podohotel), which blends East
and West in an sublime exercise in ecological architecture. Rooms begin at 300,000 won. The 
hotel also sits amidst one o f Korea’s best golf courses. The best known of Jeju’s luxury hotels 
are located in the Jungmun Resort Complex, including Lotte Hotel Jeju (064-731-
1000, www.lottehoteljeju.com), Hyatt Regency Jeju (064-733-1234, www.
hyattjeju.com) and The Shilla Jeju (064-735-5114, www.shilla.net). Look to drop
about 400,000 won a night at any of these places. You’ll find plenty of mid-ranged and 
affordable accommodation, especially pensions and minbak, both in Seogwipo itself and 
scenic spots like Seongsan llchulbong. Seongsan llchulbong Guesthouse 
(064-784-6434) has dormitory rooms beginning at 15,000 won, and the views from the upper 
floor can’t be beat. Also near Seongsan llchulbong is Sunrise Castle, with rooms for two for
120.000 won. Near Cheonjiyeon Falls is the BENIKEA Hotel Jeju Crystal saaa iA y (064-732- 
8311), with doubles for 150,000 won. Also near Cheonjiyeon Falls is Jeju Hiking Inn 4№S№igiNN 
(064-763-2380, hikinginn.com), a backpacker-friendly inn with double beds for 30,000 won. 
They also provide bike rentals, and the views of Seogwipo Harbor from the rooftop picnic area 
are quite nice.

http://www.ramadajeju.co.kr
http://www.yehaguesthouse.com
http://www.phoenixisland.co.kr
http://www.thepinx.co.kr/podohotel
http://www.lottehoteljeju.com
http://www.shilla.net
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•  Basic Korean

•  P e rfo rm in g  A rts

•  M u seum s &  G a lle ries

•  Festiva ls

•  A c tiv itie s



Es s e n t i a l  I n f o

I nfo Resources

K o re a  T o u r is m  O r g a n iz a t io n  (К Т О )
K o re a ’s n a t io n a l  to u r is m  

a g e n c y ,  K o re a  T o u r is m  
O rganization (К Т О ), does an 

e x c e lle n t jo b  o f  p r o v id in g  
in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t to u r is t  

sites, accom m odation , transpo rta tion  and 
ju s t a b o u t a n y th in g  else y o u ’ d need to  

kno w  w h ile  trave ling  in  Korea. The К Т О  
headquarters (02-729-9600) is located on 

the Cheonggyecheon Stream, a short w a lk

from  E x it 2 o f E u lji-ro  1-ga Station, Line 2 
o r  E x it  5 o f  Jo n g g a k  S ta t io n , L in e  1. 

P e rh aps  m o re  u s e fu l,  h o w e v e r, is its  
in fo rm a t iv e  w e b s ite  a t h t tp : / /e n g l is h . 

visitkorea.or.kr.
The К Т О  also has a number o f overseas 

offices tha t w ill be a ll too happy to  dispense 
in fo rm a tio n  to  v is ito rs. See the lis t below 

fo r contact in fo .

S e o u l T o u r is m  P r o m o t io n  D iv is io n
Seoul M etropolitan Government also provides 
a wealth o f information to  tourists visiting the 
city. V isit http://english.visitseoul.net.

К Т О  O v e r s e a s  O f f ic e s

North America
(Toll Free in US 1-800-868-7567) 
Los Angeles 1-323-634-0280 
New York 1-201-585-0909 
Toronto 1-416-348-9056/7

Europe
Frankfurt 49-69-233226 
Paris 33-1-4538-7123 
London 44-20-7321-2535

Russia
Moscow 7-495-735-4240 
Vladivostock 7-4232-49-1163

Oceania &  Asia

Sydney 61-2-9252-4147/8 
Kuala Lumpur 60-3-2143-9000 
Jakarta 62-21-5785-3030

Singapore 65-6533-0441/2 
Bangkok 66-2-354-2080/2082 
Hanoi 84-4-3831-5180 
Taipei 886-2-2720-8281 
New Dehli 91-124-492-1200 
Dubai 971-4-331-2288

China
Beijing 86-10-6585-8213/4 
Shanghai 86-21-5169-7933 
Guangzhou 86-20-3893-1639 
Shenyang 86-24-2281-4155 
Hong Kong 852-2523-8065

Japan

Tokyo 81-3-3597-1717 
Osaka 81-6-6266-0847/0828 
Fukuoka 81-92-471-7174/5 
Nagoya 81-52-223-3211/2

http://english
http://english.visitseoul.net
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T r a v e l  A p r s

The Korea Tourism Organization has joined the mobile revolution with two very useful 
apps, Visit Korea and MediApp Korea (iPhone, Android). The V isit Korea app offers tons 
o f useful travel information conveniently based on GPS location, as well as a direct link 
to  the 24-hour “ 1330" КТО information and interpretation center. Mediapp Korea, 
meanwhile, targets medical tourism visitors, providing a wealth o f information about 
medical services in Korea, including facility  locations (via Google Maps), contact 
information, specialties and costs.

If you’re sticking around 
Seoul only, you can download 
the iTour Seoul app (iPhone,
Android) for detailed travel 
information on the city, 
including the lowdown on 
sightseeing, restaurants, 
hotels and transportation.
Visit the Apple App Store or 
Android Market to  download 
the free apps.

L o c a l T r a v e l A g e n ts
I f  you’ re tired o f doing things on your own 
a n d  w o u ld  lik e  so m e th in g  a b i t  m o re  

o rg a n ize d , the re  are p le n ty  o f  E n g lish - 
speaking tou rism  agencies happy to  assist 

you. Here are just a few:

Aju Incentive Tours
02-786-0028, www.ajutours.co.kr 
Bridge Travel
02-754-2252, www.bridge-tour.com 
Grace Travel
02-332-8946, www.triptokorea.com 
DiscoverKorea Jejueco 
064-738-7706, www.discoverkorea.co.kr 
Cosmojin Tour Consulting 
02-318-0345, www.cosmojin.com 
Exodus DMC
031-907-8044, www.koreabound.com 
GOnSEE
02-6243-7071, www.gonseekorea.com 
Holiday Planners Co., LTD 
02-336-3532, www.holidayplanners.co.kr 
Plaza 21 Plus Travel Inc.
02-364-4171, www.plaza21travel.com

KOREAHAS & Good Morning Tours
02-757-1232, www.koreahas.com 
Korea Business Travel Co., Ltd.
02-739-8111, www.kbs-travel.com 
Plaza 21 Travel Service, Inc.
02-364-1670, www.koreatourplaza.com 
US Tour and Travel 
02-720-1515, www.ustravel.kr 
Xanadu Travel Service Co.,Ltd.
02-795-7771, www.xanadu.co.kr 
TOUR ROAD
031-244-6003, www.tourod.com

I m m i g r a t i o n  &  C u s t o m s  

V is a s
A ll fore ign v is itors  to  Korea need a va lid  

p a s s p o rt and  a v isa  o b ta in e d  p r io r  to  
a rr iv a l. Some 99 countries (in c lu d in g  the 
US, Canada, the UK, A ustra lia  and many 
W e s te rn  E u ro p e a n  n a tio n s )  have v isa  

w aiver agreements w ith  Korea o r are given

http://www.ajutours.co.kr
http://www.bridge-tour.com
http://www.triptokorea.com
http://www.discoverkorea.co.kr
http://www.cosmojin.com
http://www.koreabound.com
http://www.gonseekorea.com
http://www.holidayplanners.co.kr
http://www.plaza21travel.com
http://www.koreahas.com
http://www.kbs-travel.com
http://www.koreatourplaza.com
http://www.ustravel.kr
http://www.xanadu.co.kr
http://www.tourod.com
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visa  w a iv e r s ta tus  fo r  n a tio n a l in te re s t 

reasons— fo r  c itize n s  o f  these n a tio n s , 

tou ris t visas are au tom atica lly given upon 
a rr iva l at the a irp o r t. (See h ttp ://e n g lish . 
v is itk o re a .o r .k r fo r  fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n )  

Depending on the na tion, these visas may 
la s t fo r  3 0 , 6 0 , 90  o r — in  th e  case o f  

Canada— 180 days.

To extend y o u r visa, you need to  v is it 
you r local Im m igration O ffice (fo r location, 
c a ll the Im m ig ra t io n  C o n ta c t C en te r a t 

13 4 5 ) a t least a day b e fo re  y o u r  v isa  
expires and f i l l  ou t an app lication— yo u ’ ll 

need a recent passport-sized c o lo r pho to  

and the application fee. Visa extensions are 
usu a lly  fo r  90 days. A ll visas are s ing le  
en try  only. Fo r a m u ltip le  en try  visa, you 

need to  a p p ly  at y o u r loca l Im m ig ra tio n  
O ffice. Th is can also be taken care o f a t the 

I m m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e  o f  I n c h e o n  
In te r n a t io n a l  A i r p o r t  p r io r  to  y o u r  
outbound flight.

W o r k  V is a s
I f  you ’d like  to  w o rk  in  Korea— teaching 

E ng lish , fo r  exam ple— you  need a w o rk  
v isa . These m u st be o b ta in e d  fro m  an 
embassy o r  consu la te  o u ts ide  o f  K orea . 

W ork visas are usually va lid  fo r  one year. 
T o  g e t o n e ,  y o u  n e e d  t o  h a v e  an  
endorsement from  your potentia l employer 

in  K ore a . Be w a rn e d — i f  you  engage in  
money-m aking activities w ith o u t a proper 
w o r k  v is a , y o u  ca n  be f in e d  a n d /o r  

deported. Moreover, w ork  visas are usually 
g o o d  o n ly  fo r  y o u r  s p e c if ic  p la ce  o f  
em ployment— to  change jobs, you need to 
leave the country and get a new visa.

* Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade: www. 
mofat.go.kr * Korea Immigration Service: 
www.immigration.go.kr

C u s to m s
Duty-Free Articles
•  V is ito r  goods you w i l l  take  w ith  you  

w hen  you  leave K o re a  (d o  d e c la re  the  

quantity  o f the goods, though)

•  Goods you declared upon leaving Korea 
and are bringing back

•  One bo ttle  o f a lcohol (no t over a lite r) 
and 2 0 0  c igarettes (o r 50 c igars o r 250  
grams o f tobacco)

•  Tw o ounces o f  perfume

Restricted Articles
•  Guns, firearms, knives and explosives
• D ru g s  (n a rc o t ic s  and p s y c h o tro p ic  
substances)

• Quarantine-required goods (food, animal 
m aterial, p lan t material, etc.)

•  Articles controlled by the CITES convention 

Prohibited Articles
•  B o o k s , p u b l ic a t io n s ,  d ra w in g s  and 

pa in tings, film s , phonograph ic m ateria ls, 
v id e o  w o rk  and o th e r item s o f  s im ila r  
n a tu re  th a t  m a y  e i th e r  d is t u r b  th e  

constitu tiona l order or be harm fu l to  public 
security o r trad itiona l custom

• G o o d s  th a t  m ay re ve a l c o n f id e n t ia l 
in fo rm ation  on the government o r tha t may 
be used fo r intelligence activities

•  C oins, currency, bank notes, debenture 
a n d /o r  o th e r  n e g o t ia b le  in s t r u m e n t  
counterfeited, forged or im itated

Foreign Currency
I f  you are ca rry in g  in fo re ign  o r Korean 
currency w o rth  over US$10,000, you must 

declare i t  to  a Customs o ffic ia l. I f  you are 
departing  Korea w ith  over US$10,000 in 
local o r foreign currency, you must obtain 
perm ission fro m  a bank o r custom s (no t 

including the amount you carried in). For a 
fu ll rundown on Korea’s customs regulations, 

v is it  the w ebsite  o f the Korea C ustom s 
Service (http://english.customs.go.kr)

http://english
http://www.immigration.go.kr
http://english.customs.go.kr
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B a s i c  K o r e a n  C u l t u r e

W hile Korea has modernized rap id ly in the 

past coup le  o f decades, C onfuc ian  ideals 

remain embedded in society. Koreans place 
a great deal o f emphasis on showing respect 

based on soc ia l and age h ie rarch ies and 

adhere to  m any un sta ted  socia l ru les in 

the ir da ily  interactions.
Koreans tend to  judge people based on 

their appearance. People dressed neatly and 
w ith  g re a te r care are trea ted  w ith  m ore 

respect than those dressed sloppily.

E t iq u e t te
•  G R E E T IN G S : B ow  o r  nod  s lig h t ly  to  

show respect when greeting somebody.

•  S H O E S : In  p r iv a te  hom es, te m p le s , 

Korean style restaurants, and guesthouses, 
take o f f  you r shoes and leave them by the 

entrance.

•  G IFTS: W hen inv ited to  v is it someone’s 
home, always bring a small g ift. G ifts can 
be f lo w e rs ,  f r u i t ,  d e sse rt, a b o t t le  o f  

a lc o h o l, tea o r a toke n  fro m  y o u r home 
country. Y our host may in itia lly  protest the 

g i f t  to  a vo id  ap p e a rin g  greedy, b u t you 
should insist tha t they accept it. Present and 
receive gifts using both hands. I f  you must 

use one hand, however, be sure to  use your 
right one.

• T IP P IN G : There is no tipp in g  in  Korea, 

includ ing taxis and restaurants.

•  D IN IN G :  N eve r p ic k  up y o u r ea ting  
utensils before you r elders. A fte r fin ish ing 
your meal, return your spoon and chopsticks 

to  the ir o r ig ina l setting. D o no t rise from  
your seat unless your elders have finished 
the ir meals. A fte r fin ish ing  you r meal, be 

sure to  com pliment the chef o r host.

•  D R IN K IN G : A lways pour drinks fo r your 
elders using tw o  hands, o r w ith  one hand

su p p o rtin g  the w r is t  o f  the other. W hen 

rece iv ing a d r in k  fro m  an elder, use tw o  
hands. I f  d r in k in g  w ith  elders, tu rn  your 

glass and body aw ay fro m  y o u r elders as 
you drink .

L a n g u a g e
K o re a n s , o f  c o u rs e , speak K o re a n , a 

language som etim es p laced— som ew hat 
c o n tro v e rs ia lly — in the  A lta ic  language 

fam ily  along w ith  Turkish and M ongolian. 
It is characterized by a subject-object-verb 

sentence structure, and parts o f speech are 
iden tified  by suffixes. W h ile  the language 

itself is in  no way, shape o r fo rm  related to  

C h in e s e , m u c h  o f  i t s  v o c a b u la r y —  

p a r t ic u la r ly  nouns— has been b o rro w e d  
fro m  Chinese, the  re su lt o f  cen tu ries  o f 
c u ltu ra l  in f lu e n c e  fro m  K o re a ’s g ia n t 

neighbor to the West.
English is w ide ly  studied in  Korea, but 

relatively few Koreans are pro fic ien t in the 
language. That being said, you may s till be 

ab le  to  com m un ica te  in  basic E ng lish  i f  
you ’ re in a fix , especially a t pub lic places 
like tra in  stations, etc.

Korean is considered a d iffic u lt language 

to  learn fo r speakers o f Western languages 

like English. Few Koreans expect tourists to  
be fluen t in  the language, bu t a few  basic 
phrases w il l  go along way. See the “ Basic 

Korean”  (p710) fo r help.

R e l ig io n
K ore a  has been, by and la rg e , a fa ir ly  
to le ra n t place in  te rm s o f  re lig io n , w ith  

B u d d h is m ,  C h r is t ia n i t y  ( in c lu d in g  
Catholicism  and Protestantism), shamanism 
and o th e r sm alle r fa iths  ex is ting  side-by- 
side in  re la tive harm ony w ith  lit t le  in the 

w ay o f  sectarian s trife . R ough ly  h a lf  the 
p o p u la tio n  iden tifies  its e lf as re lig ious—  

th a t  h a lf ,  in  tu r n ,  s p lits  a b o u t 5 0 -5 0
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between Christians and Buddhists. Over the 

last several decades, Protestant C hristianity 

has been especially v ib ran t— Korea is home 

to  several o f  the w o r ld ’s largest churches. 

Buddhism , too , has witnessed a reviva l in 
recent years w ith  heightened inte rest and 

confidence in  Korean tra d it io n a l cu ltu re . 
F e w  p e o p le  id e n t i f y  th e m s e lv e s  as 

sham anists , pe r se, b u t sham anism  and 
s h a m a n is tic  p ra c tic e s  in f lu e n c e  la rg e r 

K orean  fa ith s , in c lu d in g  B uddh ism  and 

C hristianity.
U ltim a te ly , however, i t ’s C onfucian ism  

th a t  has p r o v id e d  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l 

underpinnings o f Korean society— it ’s said, 

in fact, tha t Korea is the m ost C onfucian 

c o u n try  in  the  w o r ld .  E ven in  K o re a ’s 
increasingly cosm opolitan and modernized 

society, Confucian ideals and principles still 
have a tremendous influence (regardless o f 

the  p ro fessed  fa i th  o f  the  in d iv id u a l) ,  
p a r t ic u la r ly  in  f a m i ly  a n d  p e rs o n a l 

re la tio n s . T ra d it io n a l K o re a n  rite s  and 
p ra c t ic e s  s u c h  as r e g u la r  a n c e s tra l 
remembrance rites {jesa) are derived from  
Confucianism as well.

L o c a l  I n f o  

B u s in e s s  H o u rs
•  Banks: 9 am to  4 pm , M o n  to  Fri.
•  Government offices and organizations: 9 

am to  6 pm , M o n  to  Fri.
•  Post Offices: 9 am to  6 pm (M on to  Fri) 
and 9 am to  1 pm (Sat).

•  Foreign d ip lom atic  missions: d iffe r from  
country to  country.

•  D epa rtm en t stores: 10:30 am to  8 pm . 
T h ey  are u su a lly  c losed one M o n d a y  a 
month.

K o re a n  H o l id a y s
K oreans m ig h t be some o f  th e  ha rdest- 
w ork ing  people on the planet, bu t a t least 

one can’t  accuse the na tion o f skim ping on 
p u b lic  h o lid ays . M a jo r  K orean  ho lidays  

include:

Spring
• Independence Declaration D ay (M arch 1): 

T h is  h o lid a y  m arks the beg inn ing  o f  the 
M a rch  1, 1919 Independence M ovem ent 

(see p7 4), a n a tio n w id e  u p ris in g  against 
Japanese colonial rule. L ike  L iberation Day, 

i t ’s m arked by lo ts  o f  f ly in g  flags and an 
address by the President.

•  B uddha ’s B ir th d a y  (8 th  day o f  the 4 th  

lunar month): This spring Buddhist holiday 
is celebrated at B u d d h is t tem ples across 

Korea w ith  beautifu l paper lo tus lanterns. 
In  Seoul, i t  is preceded by several days by 
the Lotus Lantern Festival (see p727), one 

o f the c ity ’s best-loved festivals.

•  C hildren ’s Day (M ay  5): Yep, children get 
the ir ow n day. Needless to  say, theme parks 
are packed on this day.

•  M e m o ria l D ay (June 6 ): T h is  h o lid a y  

celebrates those Koreans w ho fell in w a r or 
figh ting fo r the na tion ’s independence.

Summer
•  L iberation Day (Aug 15): M arks the end 

o f  Japanese c o lo n ia lis m  in  K o re a  w ith  
Japan’s surrender in  the Pacific War.

Autumn
•  C huse ok  (1 5 th  day o f  the  8 th  lu n a r  
m onth): The second o f Korea’s tw o  m ajor 

h o lid a y s , C h u se o k  is K o re a ’s a u tu m n  
ha rve s t c e le b ra t io n . L ik e  S e o lla l, i t  is 
accom pan ied  by a lo n g  h o lid a y  d u r in g  
w h ich  Koreans re tu rn  to  th e ir  ancestra l 

hom etow ns. The rep resen ta tive  d ish fo r
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Chuseok is songpyeon (a rice cake steamed 
on  p in e  needles)— y o u ’ l l  be con sum ing  

these un til you ’ re sick o f them.

•  N a t io n a l  F o u n d a t io n  D a y  (O c t  3 ): 
K n o w n  in  K o re a  as G ae cheo n jeo l, th is  

celebrates the m ythical foundation o f Korea 
by  D a n g u n  (see  p 3 2 )  in  2 3 3 3  B C . 

O rig ina lly  celebrated according to  the lunar 
calendar, it  is now  celebrated according to  

the solar calendar.

Winter

• Christmas (Dec 25): Yes, Koreans— well, 
C h r is t ia n  o n e s , a n y w a y — c e le b ra te  

Christmas, a lthough i t ’s nowhere near the 
fa m ily  h o lid a y  i t  is in  the t ra d it io n a lly  

C hristian West. Young people on th is  day 
meet friends and go on dates.

•  Seollal (1st day o f the 1st lunar m onth): 

The L u n a r N e w  Year, S e o lla l is  one o f  

K o re a ’s tw o  b igg es t c e le b ra tio n s . I t  is 
marked by a long holiday, and c ity  dwellers 
f lo c k  to  th e ir  an ces tra l h o m e to w n s  fo r  

fam ily  gatherings. Seoul w ill become eerily 
q u ie t, a lth o u g h  m o st to u r is t  s ites w i l l

rem ain open. I f  you ’ re p lann ing  a tr ip  to  

the countryside during the holiday, be sure 
to  b o o k  y o u r  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  w a y  in  

ad vance , and i f  y o u ’ re g o in g  by ro a d , 

prepare fo r  the w o rs t t ra f f ic  yo u ’ve ever 
seen (this applies to  the Chuseok holiday, 

to o ) .  I t  is  t r a d it io n a l to  ea t a b o w l o f 
tteokguk (rice cake soup) on the m orning o f 

the N ew  Year.

L e g a l M a t t e r s
I t ’s always best to  stay o u t o f tro ub le , o f 
course. S till, i f  legal trouble does befall you, 

y o u ’ re  g o in g  to  need a la w y e r . Y o u r  

em bassy  can  o f te n  p r o v id e  a l i s t  o f  

recommended lawyers. I f  you’ re the victim  
o f  a c rim e , the p o lice  are there to  he lp , 

although language may be an issue. To their 
c r e d i t ,  p o lic e  w i l l  e v e n tu a lly  f in d  a 

t ra n s la to r ,  b u t i t  can  ta k e  som e tim e , 
depending on the station.

* List of English-Speaking Lawyers: http:// 
wiki.galbijim.com/English-speakingJawyers_ 
throughout_Korea * Ministry of Justice: www. 
moj.go.kr * Korean National Police Agency: 
www.police.go.kr

Va l e n t in e ’s  Day , W h it e  Day , B la c k  Da y , Pe p e r o  Da y

Like much o f the  rest o f the w orld , Korea celebrates 
V alentine’s Day on Feb 14. However, un like  in o ther 

countries, w om en give chocolate to  men. The favo r is 
re turned one m onth la te r on March 14, or W hite Day 
(an im po rta tio n  from Japan), w hen men give candy (but 

no t chocolate) to  w om en. On A p ril 14, those  who 
received no th ing  on Feb 14 o r March 14— i.e., the 
unattached — mourn th e ir so litude  over a bow l o f 

Chinese b lack jajangmyeon  noodles fo r “ B lack Day.”  
Finally, there is Pepero Day on Nov 11, w hen young 
couples exchange chocola te-d ipped cookie sticks 

known as Pepero (produced by the com pany Lotte) — 
Pepero because they look s im ila r to  the  fou r “ i ” s in Nov 11 (11/11).

http://www.police.go.kr
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M o n e y  a n d  B a n k in g
The Korean currency is the won. Bills come 
in  50 ,000  w o n , 10 ,000  w o n , 5 ,000 w on 

and 1,000 w on denom inations, w h ile  coins 
come in 500 w on, 100 w on , 50 w on and 

10 w o n  d e n o m in a tio n s . 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  w on  
cheques are also used bu t Koreans are not 

b ig  cheque users, and yo u ’ l l  fin d  yourself 
frequently w a lk ing  around w ith  large wads 

o f cash. Fo r travelers fro m  places such as 

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h i s  c a n  be 
u n c o m fo r ta b le .  A T M  m a ch in e s  are  a 

ubiquitous presence in Korea— fo r instance, 
th e y  c a n  be fo u n d  in  m o s t  m a jo r  

convenience store chains. Nowadays, most 
merchants accept foreign cards but some do 
not. I f  you have an account w ith  C itibank, 

how ever, you  can v is it  a lo ca l C it ib a n k  
branch (w w w .c itib a n k .co .k r, T. 02-3704- 

7100) fo r A T M  o r counter services. A TM  
hours vary, and often depend on your card.

Changing Money
M ost banks w ill change money fo r you. US 
do lla rs are the m ost com m only converted 
cu rrency , a lth o u g h  yo u  sh o u ld  f in d  no 

tro u b le  exch ang in g  m ost com m on hard  

c u r re n c ie s .  I f  y o u ’ re h a v in g  t r o u b le  
co n ve rtin g  the cu rrency  y o u ’ re ca rry in g , 
g ive  K o re a  E xchange  B ank  (w w w .k e b . 

co.kr/m a in /en) a try. Besides banks, m ost 
m ajor hotels and, o f  course, the a irp o rt w ill 
change money fo r you, but the rates m ight 
n o t be as g o o d . T h e  Ita e w o n  area (see

p l2 1 )  has a num ber o f  licensed currency 
exchangers, too.

Wire Transfers
Transferring money w ith in  Korea is fa ir ly  
easy. I f  you have a local bank account, you 

can do this at almost any A T M  as long as 
you have the bank account in fo rm ation  o f 

the re c ip ie n t. I f  yo u  d o n ’ t  have a loca l 
account, you can sim ply go to  a bank and 

tell the teller you’d like to  make a domestic 
transfer. Again, you ’ ll need the bank account 

inform ation o f the recipient to do this.
To send money overseas, you ’ ll need to 

make a w ire  transfer. N o  restrictions exist 
fo r  trans fe rs  u n de r U S $1 ,000 . Fees and 
transfer restrictions vary depending on the 

bank. In order to transfer money, you must 
bring your passport, em ployment contract, 

fo re igne r re g is tra tio n  ca rd , and receipts. 

M o n e y  m a y  be re m it te d  f re e ly  up  to  

US$10,000; amounts exceeding US$10,000 
m u s t be re p o r te d  to  th e  ta x  o f f ic e .  

Remittances greater than US$50,000 must 
be reported to  the Bank o f  Korea. However, 

up to 100% o f a foreigner’s legally earned 
a n n u a l in c o m e  m a y  be r e m i t te d  i f  
in d iv id u a ls  p ro v id e  p r o o f  fro m  th e ir  

em ployer verifying the am ount earned, such 
as pay stubs.

W estern U n io n  is a n o th e r o p tio n  fo r 

sending m oney to  and fro m  Korea. V is it 
w w w .w e s te r n u n io n . c o . k r  f o r  m o re  
in fo rm ation.

http://www.citibank.co.kr
http://www.keb
http://www.westernunion.co.kr
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Credit Cards
In te rn a t io n a l c re d it  ca rds  are w id e ly  

accepted in  Seoul. S t il l,  m any p laces—  
especially smaller shops and restaurants—  
operate on a cash-only basis.

Korea Pass
K o re a  Pass is a p re -p a id  to u r is m  card  

designed by the M in is try  o f C ulture, Sports 

an d  T o u r is m  a n d  th e  K o re a  T o u r is m  
O rg a n iz a t io n . C o m in g  in  5 0 ,0 0 0  w o n ,
100,000 w on , 300,000 w on and 500,000 

w on  denom inations, the card can be used 
fo r  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  (e xcep t fo r  tra in s ) , 

shopping , en te rta inm en t and sightseeing, 
and gets you discounts at some 300 tourist 

sites around Korea. I t  is particu larly useful 
w ith  Lotte-related shops and destinations. 

There are restrictions to  its use, however—  
v is i t  k o re a p a s s .o r.k r fo r  m o re  d e ta ils , 
including purchasing info rm ation.

I  W :  ■ Г Г ;

.«e *%;

W  00/00 W 500.000

C o m m u n ic a t io n

Internet Cafes
Korea is one o f the most w ired countries in 

the  w o r ld ,  and in te rn e t  cafes (k n o w n  
lo c a lly  as PC bang “ Wb1, m e a n in g  “ PC 
ro o m ") are u b iq u itou s  in  Seoul. In  every 

neighborhood o f the c ity  PC bang abound. 
Korean internet cafes are open 24 hours a 
day, and are genera lly  d a rk  room s fille d  
w i th  lin e s  o f  g lo ssy -sc re e n e d  m o d e rn  

c o m p u te rs  c o n n e c te d  to  h ig h -s p e e d

internet. Patrons can surf the web, and send 
e-mails at a PC bang; most, however, don’t  

have printers, so to  p rin t things out, you ’re 
better o f f  going to  somewhere like  K inkos. 
M o s t Koreans frequent these locations to  

p lay the latest com pute r games. Use o f a 

com puter at a PC bang generally runs you 
500 to  1,000 won per hour. Headsets w ith  

attached microphones are available free o f 

charge.

Pay Phones
Pay phones are ava ilab le  th ro u g h o u t the 
c o u n t r y  b u t ,  g iv e n  th e  u b iq u i t y  o f  

ce llph one s , are ra re ly  used. Phones are 

operated by coins o r phone cards. On co in
operated phones, o n ly  dom estic ca lls  are 
po ss ib le . C a rd -o p e ra te d  phones accept 

phone cards, c re d it cards, and IC  cards. 

Phone cards can be purchased in  2 ,0 0 0  

w o n , 3 ,000 w on, 5 ,000 w on  and 10,000 
w o n  d e n o m in a tio n s  a t new sstands and 

banks. The rate fo r local land-line calls is 
70 w on per three minutes, and the cost fo r 

ca lls  to  m o b ile  phones is 100 w o n  per 

m inu te . W hen m aking  in te rn a tio n a l calls 
f ro m  a pay p h o n e , the  n u m b e r o f  the  

service provider must be entered before the 
co u n try  code. Pre-paid phone cards o ffe r 
the best prices on overseas calls and can be 

purchased at convenience stores o r on line 
shopping malls. For more in fo rm ation , visit 

w ww.cardstation.net.

•To call Korea from abroad, press the 
international call code + Korea’s country 
code (82) + area code (sans the first 
zero) + phone number.

•To call abroad from Korea, press the 
international call code* + country code + 
area code (sans the first zero) + phone 
number. *  001, 002 or 00700

http://www.cardstation.net
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Cellphones

K orea’s cellphone ne tw o rk  operates on a 
specialized C D M A  system. Unlocked GSM 

phones w il l  no t function in  Korea, and i t  is 
n o t possib le  to  s im p ly  replace a phone ’s 

S IM  card to  access service. Three service 

p ro v id e rs  a l lo w  c e llp h o n e  re n ta ls : SK 
Telecom, K TF and LG  Telecom. Cellphones 
can be rented a t the a irp o r t  o r a t m a jo r 

hotels.
The m ost convenien t o p tio n  fo r  sh o rt

te rm  v is ito rs  is to  ren t a cellphone a t the 
a irp o r t .  K T F  operates tw o  phone re n ta l 

b oo ths in  Incheon In te rn a tio n a l A irp o r t  
th a t a llo w  foreigners to  ren t a phone fo r

3,000 w on  a day. Service on these phones 
costs 100 w on per 10 seconds plus VAT fo r 

o u tg o in g  d o m e s tic  c a lls . T h e  c o s t o f  
in te rn a t io n a l ca lls  depends on  the  c a ll 

destination, and a ll incom ing calls are free.
K T F  renta l phone booths can be found 

on both the arrivals (between Gate 10 and 

11 on the f irs t f lo o r ; open 24 hours) and 
departures level (th ird  floor, open 6 am to 
10 pm) o f the a irport. Have your passport 

and a credit card o r 800,000 won deposit 
ready. You can estim ate the to ta l cost o f 
you r cell phone rental service on the K TF 

website at http://roam ing.kt.com /eng/index. 
asp, o r call 2190-0901 fo r English service.

There are also websites tha t o ffe r phone 
rental and service w ith  op tiona l insurance 
and free sh ipp ing . One such com pany is 

S ro a m in g  (w w w .s ro a m in g .c o m ), w h ich  
offers cell phones, smartphones (A nd ro id ) 
and p o cke t W i-F i fo r  ren t. Sm artphones 

cost 6 ,400 w on a day (on line  reservation 
special rate, exclusive 10% VAT), including 
an un lim ited data plan. Reserve your phone 
o n lin e  an d  y o u  can p ic k  i t  up  a t th e  

S ro a m in g  C e n te r on  th e  1s t f lo o r  o f  
Incheon In ternationa l A irpo rt.

Post

Post offices in  Korea 

are recognizable by a 
red  and w h ite  s ign 

t h a t  sa ys  “ K o re a  
Post”  and has w ith  a fly in g -b ird  emblem. 

T h e re  is a lo c a l p o s t o f f ic e  in  eve ry  
n e ig h b o r h o o d  o f  S e o u l,  as w e l l  as 

m a ilboxes on the street. A lth o u g h  postal 
codes are n o t in  com m on use, they are 

requ ired when sending any piece o f  m a il 
w ith in  o r outside o f Korea.

D o m e s tic  postage  fo r  s ta n d a rd  size 
le tte rs  ru ns  between 22 0  and 2 7 0  w o n . 

Non-standard m ail is 340 w on fo r the first 
50 g and an additiona l 120 w on fo r every 

a d d it io n a l 50  g. In te rn a t io n a l postage 
varies according to  the destination. A irm ail 

le tte rs  to  N o r th  A m e r ic a , E u ro p e , the  
M id d le  East, A ustra lia  and N ew  Zealand 
cost 580  w on . Parcel post to  the U n ited  

States o f a 2 kg package costs 27,700 won 
by a irm a il and 12,000 w on by surface mail. 

The w eigh t l im it fo r parcel post is 20 kg, 
w h ich  costs 182,500 w on  by a irm a il and
48,000 w on by surface mail.

Addresses in  Korea fo llo w  the opposite 
order o f addresses in Western countries and 
appear as follows:

Country + City + Postal Code District 
O ffice  (gu) + S treet + B u ild ing/U nit 
Number + Name of Recipient

However, even i f  letters are addressed in 
the  W estern fo rm a t, th e y  w i l l  g e ne ra lly  
reach th e ir  re c ip ie n t. M a il is de live red  

M onday through Saturday in  most areas.
M o st post offices in  Seoul remain open 

fro m  9 am to  6 pm  M o n d a y  th ro u g h  
Friday. Seoul Central Post O ffice and a few 

other large branches are open 9 am to  8 pm 
M onday through Saturday.

http://roaming.kt.com/eng/index
http://www.sroaming.com
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For more in fo rm ation on rates, fees, zip 

codes and branch  lo c a tio n s , v is it  w w w . 
koreapost.go.kr o r call 1588-1300. O ther 

o p t io n s  fo r  s e n d in g  p o s t a n d  la rg e r  

shipments:

Newspapers and Magazines

The p rim ary  English-language newspapers 
d istributed in Korea are The Korea Times 
(1 ,000  w on ; w w w .ko re a tim e s .co .k r) and 

The Korea Herald (1 ,0 0 0  w o n ; w w w . 

koreahera ld .com ). These newspapers are 
issued d a ily  M o n d a y  th ro u g h  S aturday, 

a lthough the Friday Korea Times and the 
Saturday Korea Herald include a weekend 
update section w ith  listings and articles on 
S e o u l e v e n t s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  a n d  

performances.
T h e  o th e r  n e w s p a p e r o f fe r in g s  a re  

translated from  Korean in to  English. M a jo r 
Korean-language da ilies lik e  the Chosun 
Ilbo (h ttp ://e n g lish .ch o su n .co m ), Donga 
llbo ( h t tp : / /e n g l is h .d o n g a .c o m ), The 
Kyunghyang Shinmun (http://english.khan. 

co.kr) and Hankyoreh (h ttp ://eng lish.hani. 
co.kr) have online English editions.

The Joongang Daily accom panies The 
International Herald Tribune as its Korean 
news pa rtn e r. M a n y  o f  its  a r t ic le s  are 
translated d irectly from  Korean to  English. 
The Joongang Daily a ls o  in c lu d e s  a 

c o m p re h e n s iv e  w e e ke n d  p re v ie w  and 
calendar.

Koreana (w w w .k o re a n a .o r .k r ) is  a 

quarterly academic magazine tha t analyzes 
a pa rticu lar theme in  depth each issue, w ith

the in ten t o f ra ising awareness o f  Korea ’s 
cu ltu ra l heritage overseas. The content o f 

this pub lication can be read in its entirety 

online in  English and several other foreign 
languages.

SEOUL, a m o n th ly  tra ve l and cu ltu re  

m a g a z in e , p resents  a d ive rse  a r ra y  o f  

i n f o r m a t io n  a n d  re s o u rc e s  o n  th e  
happenings and cultural hotspots o f Seoul.

10 is another m onth ly entertainment and 

c u ltu re  g u id e  to  K o re a . I t  o f fe r s  an 
extensive lis ting o f local events, as well as 

feature articles about d iffe re n t aspects o f 
Korean society. Groove is another English- 

language magazine that makes fo r a good 

read.

Television & Radio

K o re a  has th re e  m a jo r  te r re s t r ia l  T V  

broadcasting companies: KBS, M B C , and 
SBS (jo in e d  recen tly  by several s ta tio ns  
o w n e d  by lo c a l n e w s p a p e rs ) . T hese  

com panies are a ll K o re an-la ngu age  T V  
ne tw orks , a lthough i f  fo re ign  movies are 

shown dubbed in Korean, most TVs have a 
button that reverts the sound to  the original 

language. EBS is Korea’s educational channel.
A F N  Korea is an English-language T V  

s ta tio n  operated by the US m ilita ry  th a t 
offers American programs, sports and films. 

A r ira n g  is a K orean governm en t-fun ded  

channel th a t broadcasts programs in  both 
Korean and English. Th is  channel is on ly  
a v a i la b le  w i t h  c a b le  o r  s a t e l l i t e  
subscriptions. O n tha t note, Seoul offers a 

vast array o f  cable and sa te llite  channels 
w ith  a subscription. M any American shows 

are available on cable. A cable subscription 
p ro v id e s  num ero us  o p tio n s  fo r  fo re ig n  
news, film s, sports, religious program m ing, 
documentaries and ta lk  shows. O n rad io , 

TB S  eF M  (1 0 1 .3 M H z ) does m us ic  and 
E n g lish -langu age  p ro g ra m m in g  a lm o s t 

around the clock.

DHL Korea www.dhl.co.kr 
FedEx www.fedex.com/kr_english 
UPS www.ups.com 
Hanjin Shipping www.hanjin.co.kr 
EMS www.epost.go.kr 
Korea Express www.korex.co.kr

http://www.koreatimes.co.kr
http://english.chosun.com
http://english.donga.com
http://english.khan
http://english.hani
http://www.koreana.or.kr
http://www.dhl.co.kr
http://www.fedex.com/kr_english
http://www.ups.com
http://www.hanjin.co.kr
http://www.epost.go.kr
http://www.korex.co.kr
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Blogs

In  th e  age o f  th e  In te r n e t ,  i t  seem s 
e ve ryone ’s g o t a b log , in c lu d in g  a good 

m a n y  E n g lis h -s p e a k in g  e x p a tr ia te s  in  
K o re a .  G o o d  o n es  to  c h e c k  o u t  fo r  

in fo rm ation  on things to see and do in the 

c ity  include:

•  C h r i s  i n  S o u th  K o r e a  ( w w w .  
chris insouthkorea.com ): W ritten  by C hris  

Backe, an English teacher in  K orea , th is  
travel blog is chock-fu ll o f great travel and 

tourism  in fo rm ation  from  around Korea.

•  T h e  Q iR a n g e r  A d v e n tu re s  (w w w . 

q iranger.com ): Steve M il le r ’s ou ts tand ing  
v log  (video blog) is an absolute m ust-v is it 
fo r anyone com ing to Korea.

•  Seoul Sub—‘ urban (www.seoulsuburban. 

c o m ): C h a r l ie  U s h e r ’s and E liz a b e th  

Groeschen’s team e ffo rt explores the c ity  o f 
Seoul, one subway station at a time.

• H e r m i t  H i d e a w a y s  ( w w w .  
h e rm ith id e a w a y s .c o m ) :  S e o u l-b a s e d  

ph otog rapher G regory C urley beau tifu lly  

captures the subtle charms o f Korea.

• Eat Y our K im ch i (w w w .e a tyo u rk im ch i. 

com ): Run by a very enthusiastic Canadian 
m arried  couple  in Korea, th is  v log is the 

place to  go fo r in fo  on К -pop, Korean food 
and life  in  Korea.

•  ZenK im ch i (w w w .zenk im ch i.com ): Run 

by lo ng -tim e  Korea hand and foo d ie  Joe 
McPherson, this blog is one o f the best sites 
on  the p lanet fo r in fo  on Korean d in in g . 
A n o th e r grea t site to  check o u t fo r  food  

a n d  d in in g  in fo  is S eou l E a ts (w w w . 
seouleats.com).

•  The M a rm o t’s H ole (w ww.rjkoehler.com ): 
T h is  w r ite r ’s personal b log  deals m o s tly  

w ith  po litica l, social and media matters, but 
does on  occasion  fea tu re  tra v e l-re la te d  
photo essays.

•  Tw o non-b log  websites w o rth  checking

ou t are G a lb ijim  (w ik i.g a lb ijim .co m ), the 

de fin itive  w ik i on everything Korean, and 
K ore a4exp a ts .co m  (w w w .ko re a 4 e xp a ts . 

c o m ), w h ic h  has a to n  o f  in fo  a b o u t 

vis iting, liv ing  and w ork ing  in Korea.

M e d ic a l  S e r v ic e s
Pharmacies

Pharmacies are ubiquitous 

in Seoul. Just look for 
(yakguk— “ pharm acy” ) or 

(yak— “ m e d ic in e ” ) in  

th e  w in d o w .  K o re a n  
pharmacies stock both over-the-counter and 

p re sc rip tio n  m edications. Pharm acists in 
K o re a , w h i le  n o t a b le  to  d is t r ib u te  

p r e s c r ip t io n  m e d ic a tio n s  fre e ly , g ive  
excellent recommendations fo r medications 

based on the described symptoms. I f  you 
have tro u b le  co m m u n ic a tin g  w ith  y o u r 

p h a rm a c is t, i t  m ay h e lp  to  w r i te  y o u r 
sym p tom s on  a piece o f  paper. A n o th e r 
op tion  is to  call the Korean tourist helpline 

at 1330 fo r an interpreter.

Foreigner Medical Facilities

K o re a  has f irs t - ra te  m e d ica l fa c i l i t ie s ,  
a lthough com m unica tion can be an issue. 

Th is  is less o f  a p rob lem  in  m a jo r c ities, 
w here  yo u  can even f in d  h o sp ita ls  and 
c l in ic s  th a t  s p e c ia liz e  in  se rv ice s  fo r  

in te rn a tio n a l pa tien ts , w ith  d o c to rs  and 
nu rses  w h o  speak E n g lis h , Japanese , 
Chinese and other foreign languages. Even 

in smaller towns, though, doctors can often 
speak enough English to  communicate in  an 

emergency.
For in te rn a tio n a l v is ito rs , Seoul is the 

best p lace  to  get s ic k . S eou l’s m e d ica l 
fa c ilitie s  have opened m ore in te rna tio na l 

c lin ic s  to  m eet the  needs o f  the  c i t y ’s 
c o n t in u o u s ly  g r o w in g  e x p a t r ia t e  
p o p u la tio n . Seoul G lo b a l C enter (SGC)

http://www.seoulsuburban
http://www.eatyourkimchi
http://www.zenkimchi.com
http://www.rjkoehler.com
http://www.korea4expats
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manages a 24-hour Medical Referral Service 

(MRS) fo r  the c ity ’s foreign residents. The 
en tire  English-speaking s ta ff is m edica lly  

t ra in e d  and p ro v id e s  fo re ig n e rs  w ith  
in fo rm ation and advice on Korea’s medical 

services. The M R S  team ro u tin e ly  v is its  
m ed ica l fa c ilit ie s  serv ing  fo re igne rs  and 

gathers feedback from  foreigners w ho have 
used the services. The MRS can be reached 

du rin g  regular business hours (8 am to  8 

pm ) a t 010-4769-8212 o r 010-8750-8212, 
o r by e-mailing medicalreferral@seoul.go.kr. 

In  the case o f emergencies, the MRS can be 

used during the hours o f 8 pm to  8 am at 

the same contacts.
E n g lis h  is spo ken  in  m a n y  m e d ica l 

f a c i l i t i e s  in  S e o u l,  b u t  i t  is  s t i l l  
re co m m e n d e d  th a t  fo re ig n e rs  use the  

in te rn a t io n a l c lin ic s  a t S eou l’s la rg e s t 
h o sp ita ls . These fa c ilit ie s  in c lu d e  Asan 

M e d ic a l C e n te r, S everance H o s p ita l ,  
S am su ng  M e d ic a l C e n te r, a n d  S eou l 

M edical Center. These fou r pub lic  hospitals 
o ffe r medical consultations and treatments 
to  fo re ig n  re s id e n ts  o f  Seoul w i th  the  

assistance o f volunteer interpreters.
The in te rn a tio n a l c lin ics  o f these fo u r 

fa c ilit ie s  are genera lly  open between the 

hours o f 9 am and 4:30 pm on weekdays, 
and  a ll re q u ire  advance a p p o in tm e n ts . 
S e ve ra n ce  H o s p i ta l  is  a ls o  o p e n  on 

Saturdays from  9:30 am to  12 pm.

SEOUL

Asan Medical Center
1688-7575, www.amc.seoul.kr
Samsung Medical Center
1599-3114, www.samsunghospital.com
Seoul Medical Center
02-2276-7000, www.seoulmc.or.kr
Severance Hospital 
(International Health Care Center)
Sinchon: 02-2228-5810, Gangnam: 02-2019- 
3690, www.yuhs.or.kr/en

BUSAN

Inje University Busan Paik Hospital 
051-890-6114, www.paik.ac.kr/en 
Pusan National Unversity Hospital
051-890-6114, www.pnuh.co.kr/english/ 
english_index.html

DAEGU

Keimyung University Dongsan Hospital 
053-768-7467, http://global.dsmc.or.kr 
Kyungpook National University Hospital
053-420-5525, http://knuh.knu.ac.kr

DAEJEON

Eulji University Hospital
042-611-3000,
www.emc.ac.kr/international
Sun General Hospital
042-220-8000,
http://eng.sunhospital.com
Konyang Univerity International Health Care 
Center
042-600-9999,
www.kyuh.co.kr/eng/eng_01 .htm 

GWANGJU 

Chonnam University Hospital
062-220-6902, www.cnuh.com/english 
Chosun University Hospital
062-232-5723, http://hosp.chosun.ac.kr

Medical Tourism

Korea has an excellent medical system, and 
the authorities have been keen to  promote 
the country as a medical tourism  destination. 

Indeed, Korea has much to  recommend in 
th is  regard— h ig h -q u a lity  medical care in  
Korea costs only a fraction o f what it  would 

cost in the United States and Japan, and care 
is o f a much h igher standard w h a t yo u ’d 

find in China and Russia.
R ightly or w rongly, Korea has developed 

a reputation fo r plastic surgery, and you ’ ll 
f in d  p le n ty  o f  places— esp ec ia lly  in  the 

G a n g n a m  area  o f  S e o u l— p r o v id in g  
c o s m e t ic  p r o c e d u re s  to  lo c a l  a n d  
inte rnational patients alike. Dentistry, too,

mailto:medicalreferral@seoul.go.kr
http://www.amc.seoul.kr
http://www.samsunghospital.com
http://www.seoulmc.or.kr
http://www.yuhs.or.kr/en
http://www.paik.ac.kr/en
http://www.pnuh.co.kr/english/
http://global.dsmc.or.kr
http://knuh.knu.ac.kr
http://www.emc.ac.kr/international
http://eng.sunhospital.com
http://www.kyuh.co.kr/eng/eng_01
http://www.cnuh.com/english
http://hosp.chosun.ac.kr


676 S e o u l  S e l e c t io n  G u id e s : KOREA

is m uch che a p e r th a n  in  Japan o r the  

United States.
S pecia l v isas are g ra n te d  to  v is ito rs  

com ing to  Korea fo r medical treatm ent—  

these are granted fo r stays o f three months 
to  a year. I t ’s h igh ly recommended that you 

b r in g  a diagnosis and re fe rra l fro m  you r 

hom e coun try . The website o f  the Korea 
Tourism  O rganization (visitkorea.or.kr) has 

a section on m edica l to u rism  w ith  m ore 
details and links.

There ’s a M ed ica l T o u ris t In fo rm a tio n  
C e n te r  on  th e  f i r s t  f lo o r  o f  In c h e o n  

In te rn a tio n a l A irp o r t  w here you can get 
b ro c h u re s  an d  o th e r  u s u a l p iece s  o f  
in fo rm ation.

E m e r g e n c y  I n f o r m a t io n

Emergency, Fire, Ambulance: 119 
Medical Emergency: 1339 
Police: 112
Seoul Metropolitan Police Foreign 
Affairs: 700-6200 (1566-0112)
I f  E n g lis h - s p e a k in g  s t a f f  a re  n o t  

a v a ila b le ,  c a l l  th e  2 4 -h o u r  to u r is t  
in fo rm ation  and help line: 1330.

Travel Hotline 1330

The Korea Tourism  O rg a n iza tio n ’s 1330 

c a l l  c e n te r  p r o v id e s  2 4 / 7  t o u r i s t  
in fo rm a tio n  in  Korean, E nglish, Japanese 
and Chinese. Service is free— all callers are 

charged w ith  the cost o f a local phone call. 
The center is an especially useful service i f  
you ’ re in a pinch. I t  also handles calls fo r 

im m ig r a t io n  in q u i r ie s  a n d  m e d ic a l 
e m e rg e n c ie s , fo r w a rd in g  c a lls  to  the  
M in is try  o f Justice, emergency services and 

o th e r re levant bodies. From  a land line  in 
K o re a , ju s t d ia l 13 30 . F ro m  a m o b ile  
phone, yo u ’ l l  need to  add the  loca l area 

code (ex. 02-1330 fo r Seoul).

Dasan Center 120

Seoul M e tro p o lita n  C ity  operates a ca ll 
center th a t dispenses u p -to -da te  tou rism  

in fo rm a t io n  in  E n g lis h , Japanese and 
Chinese. To use the service, just d ia l 120 (or 

02-120 fro m  a cell phone) and press “ 9 ”  
fo r  fo re ig n  language services. Business 

hours are 9 am to  6 pm , M onday to  Friday.

F o re ig n  E m b a s s ie s  in  S e o u l
Australia: 02-2003-0100, www.southkorea. 
embassy.gov.au, 19th Fir., Kyobo Bldg, Jongno 
i-ga, Jongno-gu

Canada: 02-3783-6000, www.korea.gc.ca, 
16-1, Jeong-dong, jung-gu

China: 02-738-1038, www.chinaemb.or.kr,
54, Hyoja-dong, Jongno-gu

France: 02-3149-4300, www.ambafrance-kr. 
org, 30 Нар-dong, Seodaemun-gu 

Germany: 02-748-4114, www.seoul.diplo.de, 
308-5 Dongbinggo-dong, Yongsan-gu 

Ireland: 02-774-6455, www.irelandhouse- 
korea.com, 13th Fir., Leema Bldg, 146-1, 
Susong-dong, Jongno-gu 

Japan: 02-2170-5200, www.kr.emb-japan. 
go.jp, 18-11 Junghak-dong, Jongno-gu 

Netherlands: 02-311-8600, h ttp :// 
southkorea.nlembassy.org 10th Fir., Jeong- 
dong Building, 15-5 Jeong-dong, Jung-gu 

New Zealand: 02-3701-7700, www. 
nzembassy.com/korea, 8th Fir., Jeong-dong 
Building, Jeong-dong, Jung-gu 

Philippines: 02-796-7387, www. 
philembassy-seoul.com, 5-1 Itaewon i-dong, 
Yongsan-gu

Russia: 02-318-2116, http://seoul. 
rusembassy.org, 34-16 Jeong-dong, Jung-gu 

Singapore: 02-744-2464, www.mfa.gov.sg/ 
seoul, 28th Fir., Seoul Finance Center, 84 
Taepyeongno i-ga, Jung-gu 

Taiwan: 02-399-2767, www.taiwanembassy. 
org/kr, Visa Office, 6th Fir., Gwanghwamun 
Bldg, Jongno-gu

http://www.southkorea
http://www.korea.gc.ca
http://www.chinaemb.or.kr
http://www.ambafrance-kr
http://www.seoul.diplo.de
http://www.kr.emb-japan
http://seoul
http://www.mfa.gov.sg/
http://www.taiwanembassy
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UK: 02-3210-5500, http://ukinrok.fco.gov. 
uk, 4 Jeong-dong, Jung-gu

USA: 02-397-4114, http://seoul.usembassy. 
gov, 32 Sejongno, Jongno-gu

F o re ig n  C o n s u la te s  O u ts id e  o f  S e o u l
Japan, C h in a , R ussia and several o th e r 
n a tio n s  m a in ta in  co n su la te s  in  Busan, 

Korea’s second largest city. O dd ly  enough, 
given the close re la tions between the tw o  

nations, the United States does no t have a 
consu la te  in  Busan, b u t i t  does have an 

American Presence Post.

Japan: 051-465-5101,1147-11 Joryang-dong, 
Dong-gu, Busan

China: 051-743-7985,1418 U-dong, 
Haeundae-gu, Busan

Russia: 051-441-1104,10th floor, Korea 
Exchange Bank Bid., 89-1 4-ga, Jungang- 
dong, Jung-gu, Busan 

Australia: 051-742-3989, Room 802 
Samwhan Officetel, 830-295, Bumil 2-dong, 
Dong-gu, Busan

Canada: 051-204-5581, Dongsung Chemical 
Co. Ltd., 472 Sinbyeong-dong, Saha-gu, 
Busan

B o o k s  on  K o r ea
There are tons o f good books about Korea 
ou t there, bu t fo r starters you m igh t w ish to 
try:
•  Korea’s Place in the Sun: A lth o u g h  

Bruce Cumings is sometimes critic ized as a 
“ re v is io n is t scho la r,”  p a r t ic u la r ly  about 

N o rth  Korea and the Korean War, his book 
Korea’s Place in the Sun remains one o f the 
best in troductions to  Korea ever w ritten .

• The Two Koreas: W r it te n  b y  fo rm e r 

jo u r n a l is t  D o n  O b e rd o r fe r ,  The Two 
Koreas exam ines the  d ive rgen t pa ths  o f 
N o r th  and  South K ore a , w ith  p le n ty  o f

anecdotes and interesting history.

•  The Koreans: Who They Are, What 
They Want, Where Their Future Lies: 
Long -tim e  K orea  resident and jo u rn a lis t 

M ik e  Breen in tro d u ce s  the tru th  a b o u t 

Koreans to  a largely ignoran t w orld .

•  Korea Old and New: A History: 
P roduced  by severa l p ro m in e n t K orea  

scho la rs , in c lu d in g  H a rv a rd  U n iv e rs ity  
Korean h is to ry  p ro fesso r C a rte r Eckert, 

this is one o f the most w ide ly  used texts on 
Korean history.

•  Korea and Her Neighbors: A n  1898 
a c c o u n t o f  K o re a  by  E n g lis h  fe m a le  

traveler and adventurist Isabella B ird , this 
w o n d e rfu l— i f  O rie n ta lis t— read looks at 

pre-modern Korea du ring  one o f the most 
eventful periods in  the na tion ’s history.

•  The Dawn of Modern Korea: W h ile  

Andrei Lankov is best know n as one o f the 
w o r ld ’s m ost respected experts on N o rth  

Korea, his The Dawn of Modern Korea is a 
fa sc in a tin g  lo o k  a t the  de ve lopm en t o f 

m o d e rn  S o u th  K o re a ,  w i t h  to n s  o f  
fascinating historical tidb its.

• Korea Film Director Series: The Korean 

Film C ouncil’s series o f 18 books is chock 
fu ll o f  interviews, f ilm  reviews and essays 

on some o f Korea’s greatest film  directors.

д Э
Bu y in g  Bo o k s

Most of these books can be found in the 
English section of Kyobo Bookstore 
(located in Gwanghwamun and 
Gangnam, 02-1544-1900) or, at Seoul 
Selection Bookshop (located in 
Gwanghwamun, 02-734-9565; online 
purchases can be made at www. 
seoulselection.com). The homepage of 
the Korea Tourism Organization 
(english.visitkorea.or.kr) also has a list 
of recommended books.

http://ukinrok.fco.gov
http://seoul.usembassy
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•  Spirit of Korean Cultural Roots: W ith  
25 vo lum es so fa r, th is  b il in g u a l series 

p roduce d  by E w h a  W om ans U n iv e rs ity  

Press exam ines the  e v o lu tio n  o f  Korean 

culture.

• Korean Culture Series: T h is  K o re a  

F o und a tion  series on Korean tra d it io n a l 

c u ltu re  is e x p e r t ly  w r it te n  and  a go od  
resource fo r  those  lo o k in g  fo r  a deeper 

understanding.

• Korea Bug: A  co llec tio n  o f fascinating 
in te rv ie w s  fro m  J. Scott Burgeson’s zine 

Bug, t h is  b o o k  is  f u l l  o f  i r r e v e r e n t  
observa tions on  b o th  K orean and expat 

culture.

•  Pop Goes Korea: K orean pop cu ltu re  

expert M a rk  Russell examines the rise o f

Korean film , music and Internet culture.

•  Korea Essentials Series: T h is  

c o -o p e ra t iv e  p r o je c t  b e tw e e n  K o re a  
F o und a tion  and  Seoul S e lection aim s to  

fu rn ish  in te rn a t io n a l readers w ith  basic 
unders tand ing  o f  the arts and cu ltu re  o f 

Korea.

• Baekdudaegan Trail: Th is trusty  guide is 

a m u s t  i f  y o u  in t e n d  to  h ik e  th e  
Baekdudaegan, Korea’s m ountainous spine 
and the local equivalent o f the Appalachian 

Trail.

•  Moon Tides: The Women Divers of Jeju 
Island: A u tho r and photo jou rna lis t Brenda 

Paik S unoo ’s lo ve ly  w o rk  docum ents in  
tex t and photos the lives o f the haenyeo, 
Jeju-do’s remarkable d iv ing women.



G e t t i n g  t o / f r o m  K o r e a  

A i r p o r t
A l t h o u g h  K o r e a  o p e r a t e s  e ig h t  
in te rn a tio n a l a irp o rts , o n ly  one services 

d e s tin a tio n s  o u ts id e  o f  A s ia : In ch e o n  
In te rn a tio n a l A ir p o r t  (T. 1 5 77 -2 600  o r 
w w w .a irpo rt.k r/eng). Located 52 km  west 

o f dow ntow n Seoul, Incheon International 
A irp o r t  (code: IC N  o r I IA )  is seated on 

reclaimed tida l lands between tw o  islands 
on the Yellow Sea.

Korea also has three other “ in ternational 
a irp o rts ”  tha t serve destinations in  Asia. 

G imhae Internationa l A irp o rt, just outside 
K orea’s second c ity  o f Busan, has regular 
fligh ts  to  cities in C hina (inc lu d ing  H ong 

Kong), Japan, Southeast Asia and Russia’s 
V ladivostok. G im po In ternationa l A irp o rt,

about 40 m inutes from  Seoul, used to  be 
Korea’s p rim ary in ternational a irp o rt p rio r 

to  the opening o f Incheon A irp o r t in  2001. 

I t  s t i l l  handles re g u la r s h u ttle  f lig h ts  to  
Japan’s Haneda and K ansa i a irp o r ts , as 
well as to  Shanghai and Beijing. As a major 

to u r is t  d e s tin a t io n , Je ju  In te rn a t io n a l 

A ir p o r t  has re g u la r  f l ig h ts  to  C h in a , 
Taiwan and Japan.

L IM O U S IN E  B U S : L im o us ine  buses o ffe r 

the m o s t e f f ic ie n t ,  lo w -c o s t m eans o f 

t r a n s p o r t  t o  a n d  f r o m  I n c h e o n  
In te rn a tio n a l A irp o r t.  They run  between 

the a irp o r t and m ost areas o f  Seoul and 
m ajor Gyeonggi-do area. In fo rm a tion  and 

ticket stands are located just outside a irport 
ex its  2, 4, 9 and 13 on the g round  flo o r 
(baggage c la im  le v e l) . Each bus has a 

c lea rly  m arked post on the c u rb , w h ich

http://www.airport.kr/eng


Limousine bus tickets range trom  y,UUU to
15,000 w on to  Seoul.

A ir p o r t  L im o us ine  C om pany recen tly  

opened la te -n ig h t bus services fo r  those 

trave ling a t red-eye hours. These buses offer 
in fre q u e n t serv ice to  the m a in  areas o f  

Seoul and can be found at p latform  5A.

AIRPORT TR A IN : Another op tion  is to  take 

the  a irp o r t  express tra in  (A 'R E X ) fro m  
Seoul Station (dow ntow n Seoul) o r G im po 
In terna tiona l A irp o rt, which can be reached 

via the Seoul M e tro  subway. There are tw o  
tra in s  a v a ila b le . The A’ R E X  co m m u te r 

tra in  w il l  take you fro m  Seoul S tation to  
Incheon A irp o r t (and vice versa) w ith  five 

stops in between in  53 m inutes fo r 3,850 
w on  fa ir, and runs every tw elve m inutes. 

The express tra in , m eanwhile, runs direct 
fro m  Seoul S ta tio n  to  Incheon  A irp o r t ,  
ta k in g  just 43 m inutes, and departs every 

30 minutes. Tickets to  the express tra in  cost 
13,800 w on, however.

I f  you ’ re ta k in g  the express tra in  fro m  
Seoul S ta tio n  to  Incheon  In te rn a tio n a l 
A ir p o r t  fo r  an in te rn a t io n a l f l ig h t  w ith  
Korean Air, Asiana o r Jeju Air, you can check 

in  you r luggage and complete im m igration 
procedures a t the so-called K ora il A irp o r t 
R a i l r o a d  S eou l S ta t io n  &  T e rm in a l 

(KARST), located in  the basement o f Seoul 
Station. I f  you’ re going from Incheon A irpo rt 
to  S eou l, the  A ’ R E X  s ta t io n  is in  the 

basement o f the a irp o r t te rm ina l. A 'R E X  
operating hours are 5:30 am to 11:38 pm. 
For more info , v isit www.arex.or.kr.

TA X I: Private taxis are the fastest mode o f 

tra nspo rta tio n  to  and from  the a irp o rt. A

to ll. The tare increases by 20%  between the 
hours o f m idn igh t and 4 am. Deluxe taxis 

are also available, offering a more luxurious 

ride fo r approxim ately double the price. For 
those departing from  the a irport, taxi stands 

are located on the arrivals level (IF ) between 

platform s 5C and 8C.

F e r r ie s
A n a lte rnate  mode o f tra nspo rt to  Korea 

from  Japan, China o r  Russia is via sea.

JAPAN : F ro m  Busan, the re  is d a ily  fe rry  

service to  destinations throughout southern 
Japan, inc lud ing  Osaka, Shimonoseki and 

F u ku o ka . Boats to  O saka d e p a rt in  the 
afternoon and take 16 hours, 30 minutes, 

a rriv ing  in  Japan the next m orning. H igh 
speed hyd ro fo ils  to  Fukuoka, however, take 
just three hours. There are also boats to  the 

nearby Japanese island o f Tsushima— boats 
to  H ita k a ts u  de pa rt M o n d a y  and Friday 

and ta k e  ju s t  an h o u r, w h ile  b o a ts  to  
Iz u h a ra  d e p a rt W ednesday, S a tu rd a y , 
Sunday and every other Thursday and take 

tw o  hours, 40 minutes.

C HINA: Ferries to  destinations th roughou t 
n o rth e a s t C h in a  d e p a rt fro m  Inch eon , 

Korea’s p rim ary West Sea port. Incheon has 
tw o  inte rnational ferry terminals: Terminal 
1 has b o a ts  to  D a n d o n g , Y in g k o u ,  
Q inhuangdao, Yanta i and Shi D ao, w h ile  

T e rm in a l 2 has bo a ts  to  L ia n yu n g a n g , 
W e ih a i, Q in g d a o  and T ia n j in .  F e rries  
typ ica lly  leave tw o  o r three times a week, 

and take anywhere from  ha lf a day to  25 
hours, depending on the destination.

http://www.arex.or.kr
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R USSIA : The East Coast po rts  o f  Sokcho 

and Donghae have international passenger 

te rm ina ls  w ith  ferries to  the Russian Far 
East po rts  o f Z a ru b in o  and V la d ivos to k . 

See the “ Sokcho”  and “ Donghae”  sections 
fo r  m ore in fo rm a tio n . Special tickets are 

ava ilab le  fo r jo in t  K orea-C h ina  trave l o r 

Korea-Japan travel that provide the bearer 

w ith  d iscounts on tra in  services in  bo th  
c o u n tr ie s  o f  tra v e l and fe r ry  t ra n s p o rt 

between the two. These tickets are valid for 
between one week and 20 days fro m  the 

firs t date o f travel. For more in fo rm ation , 
v is it h ttp ://eng lish .v is itkorea .o r.k r and see 

Getting To Korea section.

G e t t i n g  a r o u n d  K o r e a

D o m e s t ic  F l ig h t s
K orea’s no t tha t big, bu t those so inclined 

can trave l by a ir. K orea ’s dom estic f l ig h t 
ne tw ork is operated by Korean A ir  (1588- 
2 0 0 1 , h ttp ://k o re a n a ir .c o m ) and Asiana 

A irlines (1588-8000, h ttp ://flyasiana.com ), 
link ing 15 major cities. Domestic flight one

w ay fares generally range fro m  58,000 to
85,000 won.

I

T r a in s
T h e  K o re a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t io n  

(K O R A IL ) provides access to  a ll areas o f 
Korea w ith  an extensive, fast and reliable 

ra ilw a y  system . T h e re  are th re e  m a jo r 
ra ilw ay line categories in  Korea. F irst, the 

K T X , o r Korea T ra in  Express, is a bu lle t 
t r a in  th a t  ru n s  fro m  S eou l to  B usan , 

Gwangju and М о кр о . Th is high-speed tra in 
runs a t 300 km /h, cutting the tim e to  Busan 

ju s t  u n d e r th ree  h o u rs  ( tw o  and a h a lf  
hours to  G wangju and tw o  hours and 58 

m inu tes  to  М о кр о ) . The second fastest 
service is the Saemaeul tra in , w h ich  on ly  

stops in  m a jo r c ities . N e x t,  the re  is the 
M u g u n g h w a  t r a i n ,  w h ic h  o f f e r s  
com fortable and relatively fast service w ith  

m ore  frequen t stops. F in a lly , the T o n g il 
Express stops at every station and offers the 

cheapest fares.
Train tickets can be purchased up to  one 

m onth in advance at a tra in  station o r w ith  
a tra ve l agent. T ra ins  tend  to  be fu l l  on 

weekends and holidays, and i t  is advisable 
to  rese rve  t ic k e ts  in  a d vance . T h is  is 
pa rticu la r ly  the case on the Chuseok and

http://english.visitkorea.or.kr
http://koreanair.com
http://flyasiana.com


6 8 2  S e o u l  S e l e c t io n  G u id e s : K O R E A

/  V KTX Ro u t e

L u n a r  N e w  Y ear h o lid a y s  (see "Korean 

Holidays’" on p668), when tickets can sell out 
w e e k s  o r  e ve n  m o n th s  in  a d v a n c e . 
In fo rm a t io n  a b o u t tra in  tim e tab les  and 

t ic k e t  p rice s  is a v a ila b le  a t the  K o re a  
R a ilro a d  C o rp o ra tio n  (T. 1544-7788  o r 

w w w .kora iI.com ).

KR Pass

Overseas visitors can buy a special KR 
Pass, which must be purchased 
overseas at a ticket office, through a 
travel agent, or on the Korean National 
Railroad website (www.korail.com). 
The KR Pass can be used an unlimited 
number of times during its period of 
validity to obtain a registered ticket, 
regardless of travel class. KR Passes 
are valid for 3 to 10 days and come as 
normal adult and children passes, 
saver passes or youth passes.

E x p re s s  a n d  In te r - C ity  B u s e s
K ore a ’s exce llen t h ighw ay  and in te r-c ity  
ro ad  system makes the bus a q u ic k  and 

convenien t o p tio n  fo r  ge tting  a round the 
c o u n try .  U n lik e  t ra in s ,  buses se rv ice  

v irtu a lly  every tow n  in Korea, and it  is not 
necessary to  purchase tickets in  advance, 

unless traveling during a major ho liday o r 
weekend. Korean coach buses are (usually) 

clean and com fortable, and almost always 
depart on tim e. Bus fares tend to be quite 

reasonable, too.
Broadly speaking, there are tw o  kinds o f 

coach bus service in  Korea, express (gosok 
and in te rc ity  (sioe -ЧУША) buses. 

Express buses run  on Korea’s ne tw ork  o f 
highways. True to  the ir name, they don ’ t 

usu a lly  m ake stops in  c ities beside th e ir 
fina l destination, although on longer trips, 

they m ay stop a t a h ighw ay rest-s top to  
a llow  passengers an opportun ity  to  have a 
snack, use the ba th room  o r stre tch the ir 

legs. Express buses frequently come in  tw o  
f la v o rs ,  re g u la r (ilban and  lu x u ry  

(udeung ° § ) :  the la tte r have w id e r seats, 
but fares are slightly higher.

In te rc ity  buses, meanwhile, are used on 

n o n -h ig h w a y  roads. N o rm a l (ilban =У) 
in te rc ity  buses w ill make a number o f stops 
between the c ity  o f  departure and the ir fina l 

destination . D irect (jikhaeng - = )  in te rc ity  
buses, m eanwhile, go stra ight to  the fin a l 

d e s t in a t io n .  I f  y o u ’ re  t r a v e l in g  lo n g  
d is tances, take  the d ire c t bus. In te rc ity  
buses are no t qu ite as com fortab le  as the 

exp ress buses, b u t the y  are fre q u e n tly  
cheaper, de pa rt m ore  fre q u e n tly , and in  
some cases, especially fo r sm aller tow ns, 

m ay be the o n ly  means o f  g e tt in g  fro m  
po in t A  to p o in t B.

Cities frequently have tw o  bus terminals: 
an express bus term inal (gosok teomineol2  

fo r express buses, and an in te rc ity  

bus te rm ina l (sioe teomineol х1У9а1е) fo r

http://www.koraiI.com
http://www.korail.com
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in te rc ity buses. M any cities, however, have 
general bus term inals from  w hich express 

and in te rc ity  buses depart. Larger cities, 
m e a n w h ile , o fte n  have m u lt ip le  express 

a n d /o r in te rc ity  bus te rm in a ls  serv ic ing  
d e s t in a t io n s  in  d i f fe re n t  p a r ts  o f  the 

country. Seoul, fo r instance, has no fewer 
than seven m a jo r bus term inals, including 

Seoul E xpress Bus T e rm in a l, se rv ic in g  
d e s t in a t io n s  in  s o u th e a s t K o re a , and 

Central Term inal, and express bus term inal 
servicing destinations in  southwest Korea.

C it y  B u s e s
W ith in  a c ity , espec ia lly  one w ith o u t  a 
subway, people get around on city buses, or 

sinae beoseu AI W -  (called gunnae beoseu 5  
MltHA i n sm a lle r tow n s). In  b ig  c ities  like  

Seoul, c ity  buses can get q u ite  crow ded, 
especially du ring  rush hour.

Each c ity  operates its ow n  un ique bus 
num bering  system. Fares are qu ite  low —  
usually about 1,000 won. In big cities, you 

c a n  u s u a l ly  p a y  b y  c r e d i t  c a rd  o r  
tra n s p o rta t io n  cards so ld  b y  in d iv id u a l 

m u n ic ip a lit ie s ,  b u t in  the  co u n try s id e , 
you ’re going to  need cash. Have small bills 
available, preferably 1,000 won bills.

C a r  R e n ta l
W ith  the ir high tra ffic  density and frenetic 
d r iv in g  pa tte rns , Seoul and o th e r m a jo r 
K o re an  c itie s  can be a to u g h  p lace fo r 

in ternational drivers. Besides, Korean cities 
h a ve  e x c e lle n t p u b l ic  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  
systems, so you p ro b a b ly  w o n ’ t  w a n t to  
d rive  anyway. Fo r excu rs ions ou ts ide  o f 

Seoul, however, a car can be handy. Korean 
navigation services are generally excellent: 
as long as you have an address, you can find 

where you w ant to  go. N avigation systems 
can be rented cheaply when you rent a car. 
Fuel prices are high: as o f the w riting  o f this

book, they were a t 1,900-2,200 won a liter 

fo r  gasoline, and 1,700-1,900 w on a lite r 

fo r diesel.
R e n ta l ca rs  can be h ire d  fo r  a b o u t

6 2 ,0 0 0  w o n  to  4 6 0 ,0 0 0  w o n  a da y , 
depending on the model. To rent a car, you 
need meet the fo llow in g  qualifications:

• Over one year o f d riv ing  experience

• A n international driver’s license
• Over 21 years o f age

• A  valid passport
•  Pay by credit card

C ar rental services include:

K T  K um h o R ent-a-car: T. 15 88-1230 o r 

8 2 - 2 - 7 9 7 - 8 0 0 0  f o r  i n t e r n a t io n a l  
reservations. You can get a quote and make 

a re s e rv a t io n  o n lin e  a t h t t p : / / w w w . 
ktkum horent.com/eng/main/main.jsp.

Avis R ental Cars: T. 1544-1600 o r 82-2- 

8 6 2 -2 8 4 7  fo r  in te rn a tio n a l reservations. 
http://www.ajrentacar.co.kr/eng/index.jsp 

Both are available at Incheon International 
A i r p o r t ;  n u m e ro u s  o th e r  o p t io n s  are 

available in  Seoul and elsewhere.

ess
Driver’s License

If you’re a short-term visitor to Korea, 
you can drive on an international 
driver’s license. It’s probably best you 
obtain your international driver’s license 
in your home country. Citizens of several 
countries, including the United States, 
Canada and Japan, can exchange their 
foreign licenses for Korean ones. If 
you’re staying longer and don’t want to 
turn in your foreign license, you can 
apply for a local Korean license—you 
need to pass a rigorous written test (in 
English), pass a driving test and attend 
a safety class. (Driver’s License 
Examination Office: http://dl.koroad. 
or.kr/english/index.jsp)

http://www
http://www.ajrentacar.co.kr/eng/index.jsp
http://dl.koroad
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S u b w a y
Seoul has one o f the w o rld ’s most extensive 
and heavily used subway systems, w ith  nine 

l in e s  a n d  a n u m b e r  o f  c o n n e c te d  
com m unter tra in  systems th a t integrate the 

entirety o f the c ity  as w e ll as suburbs and 

c i t ie s  as fa r  a w a y  as C h e o n a n  a n d  

C huncheon . The m a jo r m e trop o lises  o f 
Busan, Daegu, Gwangju and Daejeon also 

have subway systems. These local systems 
are much more lim ited in  scale— in the case 

o f  G w angju  and Daejeon, jus t one line—  

b u t can be very use fu l fo r  g e tting  across 

tow n  qu ick ly  and cheaply. A ll subway maps 
are labeled in both Korean and English, and 

announcements o f the station arriva l on the 
tra in  are delivered in English as well.

Subway fares can be paid in  cash o r w ith  
a t r a n s p o r ta t io n  c a rd . T ic k e ts  can be 

p u rc h a s e d  f r o m  a u to m a te d  t ic k e t -  
d is p e n s in g  m a c h in e s  lo c a te d  a t a l l  
stations— instructions are given in  Korean 

and English. Fares vary depending on the 
distance. A  subway fare o f 1,000 won (900 

w on w ith  a transportation card) takes you 
up to  10 km , and each a d d it io n a l 5 km  
ta cks  on  an a d d it io n a l 100  w o n . The 
average r id e  w ith in  Seoul costs between 

900 and 1,500 w on. Please note tha t i f  you 
purchase a o n e -tr ip  tic ke t, y o u r fare w ill 

also include a 500 won deposit fee, which 
you can re trieve  w hen you tu rn  in  y o u r 

used t ic k e t  a t a d e p o s it m a ch in e  up on  
reaching your destination . See the end o f 
the book fo r a subway map.

T a x is
Taxis are re la tive ly  a ffo rdab le , o ffe rin g  a 

speedy and com fortable means o f transport 
a ro u n d  the c ity . There  are tw o  types o f 
taxis: ilban and mobeom.

Ilban taxis are regular taxis and

come in silver, white and, in  Seoul, orange. 
Those w ith  white caps are privately owned 

ta x is ,  w h ile  tho se  w i th  b lu e  caps are 
company-owned vehicles. Standard fare for 

ilban taxis is 2,400 w on fo r the firs t 2 km 
and 100 won fo r every additional 144 m. In 

heavy tra ff ic , 100 w on  is added every 35 
seconds. Fares are increased by 20%  between 

the hours o f m idnight and 4 am.
Mobeom tax is  SBS|A| are lUXu ry  tax is , 

identifiable as black cars w ith  yellow  caps. 

These taxis offer a more comfortable ride at 

an in fla ted  price. Basic fare in a mobeom 
ta x i is 4 ,500 w on fo r  the f irs t 3 km , and 
increases by 200 won every 164 m. You are 

not like ly to find these cabs outside o f major 
cities.

A nother op tion is the call tax i, which is 
sometimes useful when you’ re out late o r in 
an area no t frequented by taxis. In Seoul, 

y o u  c a n  g e t  an  E n g l is h - s p e a k in g  
“ in te rna tiona l ta x i”  at 02-1644-2255, but 

these are 20%  more expensive than ordinary 
cabs. I f  you’re out and would like to call a 
ta x i, the place yo u ’ re at w il l  m ost lik e ly  

k n o w  a nu m b e r to  c a ll.  T a x is  (b u t n o t 
in te rna tiona l taxis) charge an extra 1,000 
w on when they are called.
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Many taxis offer a free interpretation 
service via phone, but it is a good idea 
to have your destination written down 
in Korean to show your driver (For 
basic Korean expressions, see p /io ). 
Tipping is not expected.



Korea does n o t lack fo r places to stay. In 
m a jo r c ities like  Seoul and Busan, you ’ ll 

find a w ide range o f  places to  lay you r head 
down fo r the n igh t, from  palatial top -floo r 

suites to  ru s tic  hanok guesthouses. Y our 
selection is lim ited on ly  by you r budget.

In smaller p rovincia l cities, the selection 
is a b it more lim ited , but no t in to lerab ly so. 
M ost medium-sized towns have at least one 

th re e -s ta r - le v e l h o te l,  a n d  p le n ty  o f  
c o m f o r t a b l e  m o t e l  a n d  i n n - l i k e  

accom m odations. Y ou can f in d  p leasant 
bed &  b reak fa s ts  in  scenic coasta l and 
m ounta in areas, too.

As a rule o f thum b, the more popular the 
d e s tin a tio n , the  b igg e r the  se lec tio n  o f 

accom m odations. P opu la r hotels can get 
booked ou t quickly, especially on weekends 

and holidays, so i t ’s a good idea to  reserve a 
ro o m  o r, a t the very least, c a ll ahead to  
confirm  i f  there are vacancies.

H o te ls
Since the 1990s, when K o re a ’s IT  sector 

began to  take o ff  and Seoul rose to  become 
one o f  Asia’s busiest financial hubs, Korea’s 

hotel industry has developed by leaps and 
bo unds . T h is  is m o s t e v id e n t in  Seoul, 

where you ’ ll find  Korea’s greatest collection 
o f  h ig h - e n d  l u x u r y  h o t e l s  a n d  

accommodations.
Korea does not use the trad itiona l “ five 

star”  system to  classify its hotels. Instead, it  
classifies hotels as (in  descending order o f 

poshness) super deluxe, deluxe, firs t class, 
second class and th ird  class. A t deluxe and 
super deluxe hotels, count on there being a 

fitness center, sauna, restaurants (Korean, 
Western, Japanese and Chinese), bar, cafe, 
business center and other fac ilities. H igh - 

end hotels also have m u ltilingua l staff, but 
even m edium -range hotels can usually be



like  single, double and tw in ) and Korean- 

style room s (usually called ondolbang) in 

w h ich  guests sleep on a com fo rte r spread 
out on the heated floor. Korean-style rooms 

are usually a b it cheaper than Western-style 
ones. A t super deluxe hotels, expect double 

rooms to  go fo r 200,000 w on  to  400,000 
w o n  a n ig h t,  n o t in c lu d in g  service and 

fac ility  charges. A t the opposite end o f the 
spectrum, rooms at th ird  class hotels can go 
fo r  as lo w  as 3 0 ,0 0 0  w o n , b u t expect 

something more in the 70,000-80 ,000 won 

range. Rates u s u a lly  in c lu d e  b reakfas t. 

High-end hotels also o ffe r a variety o f plush 
suites fo r  more d iscrim ina ting  (and better 
healed) guests.

S u p e r - d e lu x e  h o te ls  —  o f t e n  b ig  
international chains— are m ostly lim ited to 

m a jo r  c it ie s  a n d  a fe w  m a jo r  to u r is t  
d e s tin a tio n s  lik e  Je ju d o  and G yeong ju . 
A lm o s t every c ity  and large to w n  has at 

least a third-class hotel, though.

у Э
G o o d s t a y

The Korea Tourism 
Organization gives out the 
Goodstay logo quality 
establishments with reliable and 
affordable accommodations. So far, about 
345 establishments nation-wide have 
received the Goodstay seal of approval. 
These hotels are especially good for 
backpackers and business travelers. See 
the homepage of the Korea Tourism 
Organization (english.visitkorea.or.kr) for 
a list of Goodstay establishments.

Organization, provide high-quality services 
at reasonable rates. You can find 
BENIKEA hotels in major cities 
and popular tourist destinations 
around the country.

M o t e ls  /  In n s
For the budget traveler, the best options are 

m otels and K orean-s ty le  inns. These are 
usually congregated around bus terminals, 

t r a in  s ta t io n s  an d  s o m e tim e s  m a jo r  
nighttim e entertainment zones.

M o te ls  o ffe r clean, com fo rtab le  room s 

fo r  3 0 ,0 0 0 -5 0 ,0 0 0  w o n  a n ig h t. L ik e  
h o te ls , yo u  can u s u a lly  chose be tw een 

W e ste rn -s ty le  and K o re a n -s ty le  ro om s. 
Nowadays, motel rooms can be quite nice, 
w ith  fla tscreen T V s , high-speed In te rne t 

a n d  m in i - r e f r ig e r a to r s .  M o te ls  can 

sometimes be identified qu ite easily by their 

lo u d , a lm o s t gaudy ex te rio rs . The 2004 
W o r ld  C up  w itnesse d  a spa te o f  m o te l 
c o n s tru c t io n , w ith  w h o le  “ v illa g e s ”  o f 

motels erected in host cities.
Korean-style inns, o r yeogwan, tend to be 

older than motels and are not quite as nice, 

bu t m ost are s t i l l  q u ite  co m fo rta b le , and 
many in fact are now repackaging themselves 
as motels. Like motels, they are often found 
around  bus te rm ina ls  and tra in  s ta tions. 

Room s usu a lly  inc lud e  a TV , In te rn e t, a 
small refrigerator and a private bath.

Be aware that in most motels and inns, you 

are expected to  take o f f  your shoes before 
entering your room, regardless o f whether it is 
Korean-style or Western-style. Also be aware 

that neither motels nor inns provide meals.
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H a n o k  G u e s th o u s e s
A ll visitors to  Korea should spend at least 

one  n ig h t  in  a hanok f o r  a ta s te  o f  
t ra d it io n a l K o rean  liv in g . A  hanok is a 

Korean tra d itio n a l home, an architectu ra l 
expression o f the Korean way o f life. Made 

from  simple, natural ingredients like stone, 

w ood, paper and clay, hanok provide cozy, 
c o m fo r ta b le  a n d  a b o v e  a l l  r e f in e d  
accom m odation  w ith  a ch a rac te ris tica lly  

K o re a n  e leg ance . W h ile  m a n y  hanok 
guesthouses are recently b u ilt ,  o thers are 

venerable homes w ith  generations o f history 
and cultural treasures in the ir own right.

A hanok has tw o  k in d s  o f  room s: an 
ondolbang ( f lo o r -h e a te d  space) and  a 
marubang (w ith  an unheated, wood-panel 

floor). Guests are often given the ondolbang 
while the marubang are used com munally, 

but th is arrangement differs from  place to  
p la c e . Hanok o f t e n  h a v e  b e a u t i f u l  

courtyard gardens, and indeed, the simple 
joy o f s itting  in  a hanok lo o k in g  in to  the 
garden is sometimes the h igh ligh t o f a trip  

to  K o re a . T r a d it io n a l ly ,  hanok la cked  
in d o o r p lu m b in g  and the ca lls  o f na ture 

w ere u su a lly  answ ered in  an ou thouse . 
S om e  o f  th e  m o re  h i s t o r i c  hanok 
guesthouses s till fo llo w  th is  tra d itio n , but 

these d a ys , m a n y  have p r iv a te  in d o o r  
bathrooms and showers. You may w ish to 

check firs t i f  th is is a concern, however.
You can find hanok guesthouses a ll over 

the country, bu t the largest concentration 
c a n  be f o u n d  in  S e o u l ’ s B u k c h o n  

ne ig h b o rh o o d  and the h is to r ic  c itie s  o f 
Andong, Gyeongju and Jeonju. Rates d iffe r 
w idely— most charge between 50,000 won 

to  8 0 ,000  w on  a n ig h t, b u t some o f  the 
nicer ones charge 200,000 w on  a n ight and 
up . M a n y  p ro v id e  b re a k fa s t, and some 

include dinner (you may have to pay extra, 

though).

ess
Peak Season & Weekends

Accommodation rates can fluctuate 
dramatically depending on whether it’s 
peak or non-peak season. In Korea, 
peak season usually falls in the periods 
of April-May, July-August and October- 
November, although this may differ 
from destination to destination. 
Depending on the establishment, rates 
may fall 50% or more in off-peak 
months.

P e n s io n s
In  scenic parts o f Korea, especially coastal 
areas and m o un ta in  d is tr ic ts , yo u ’ l l  find  

p len ty  o f  so-called “ pensions”  (fro m  the 
Ita lian, pensione), which are essentially bed 
&C b re a k fa s t e s ta b lish m e n ts . These are 

especially popular w ith  couples and families 

looking to  get away fo r a couple o f days.
Pensions come in many shapes and sizes. 

T y p ic a lly , how ever, th e y  are p r iv a te ly -  

o w n e d  hom es w ith  o f te n  b e a u t i fu l ly  
decorated rooms w ith  private baths. Others 

w o u ld  best be described as sm a ll cabins. 
M any pensions have barbecue facilities for 

guest use; sometimes, the owners w ill host 

barbecue parties (fo r a cost).
E xpect to  pay 5 0 ,0 0 0  w o n  to  80 ,000  

w on a n igh t, bu t some o f  the nicer places 
ch a rg e  m u c h , m u ch  m o re . R a tes  a lso  
fluctuate greatly depending on whether i t ’s 

peak o r off-peak season.
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Y o u th  H o s te ls
There are currently 52 hostels in Korea. Like 

hostels everywhere, they provide basic but 

co m fo rta b le  accom m odations a t budget 

rates. Generally, rooms are dorm itory-style, 

b u t p r iv a te  and  fa m ily  ro o m s  m ay be 

a v a ila b le ,  to o .  H o s te ls  u s u a lly  have 

communal bathrooms, showers and lounges, 
the last o f  w hich are often good places to  

meet fellow travelers from  around the world.

Rates can be as lo w  as 10,000 w on  a 

night. I f  you have a H oste lling International 
Card, you can get discounts o f 20 -30% . I f  

y o u ’ d l i k e  to  p ic k  up  an H o s te l l in g  
In te rna tiona l Card in  Korea, you can buy 

o n e  f r o m  th e  K o re a  Y o u th  H o s te ls  
A sso c ia tio n  O ffice  (0 2 -7 2 5 -3 0 3 1 , w w w . 
kyha .o r.k r) near E x it 6, Gyeongbokgung 

Station, Line 3 fo r 30,000 won.

M in b a k ( h o m e s t a y )
For an opportun ity  to  experience authentic 

K o re a n  c u l t u r e  d i r e c t l y ,  o p t  f o r  a 
homestay— kn o w n  in  Korean as tninbak. 
Minbak are m ore o f  an o p tio n  fo r those 

traveling in  the Korean countryside than in 
the city. A lthough less private than a hotel,

KOREASTAY
Koreastay is a Korea Tourism 
Organization (КТО) certified 
homestay program that 
provides international visitors 
with a special opportunity to experience 
Korean culture and lifestyle by living with 
a Korean family for a desired amount of 
time. Koreastay hosts are carefully 
selected after undergoing strict 
assessment of such criteria as residential 
environment, guestroom & cleanliness, 
mindset, service and convenience. For 
more details, call 02-729-9460 or email 
to koreastay@knto.or.kr.
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Sleeping in a jjimjilbang

Many Korean sauna/spas, or jjimjilbang 
(which are open 24 hours), have communal 
sleeping quarters for nighttime visitors. 
Don't expect much in the way of creature 
comforts-there’s usually a mat, a pillow 
and nothing else—but they are a cheap 
accommodation option (usually between
10,000 and 15,000 won).

minbak a llo w  you  to  indu lge  in  Korean 

fo o d  and observe  K o re an  custom s and 
fam ily  relations firsthand. In some remote 

areas, minbak m ay in  fa c t be y o u r o n ly  
lodg ing op tion.

A n o th e r  advan tage  o f  minbak is the 
re la tive ly low  cost. M o s t cost on ly  30,000 

won to  50,000 won, and you may be able to 
arrange deals in regards to  rates and meals.

T e m p le s ta y
M a n y  K o re a n  B u d d h is t te m p le s  o f fe r  
“ templestay" programs fo r visitors wishing 
to  experience Korean Buddhist temple life. 

T h is  is n o t as m uch an acco m m od ation  
o p t io n  as i t  is  a c u l tu r a l  e x p e rie n c e  
program . I t ’s usually a m u lti-day program 

in v o lv in g  c h a n t in g ,  Z e n  m e d ita t io n ,  
Buddhist vegetarian meals, chores and other 

activities. Rates d iffe r from  temple to  temple 
and depending on your length o f stay. See 
eng.templestay.com fo r more inform ation.

A p a r t m e n t  R e n ta l
S erviced ap artm en ts  are an increas ing ly  

com mon op tion  as the numbers o f foreign 
businesspeople increase. These apartments 
are extrem ely modern and include a ll the 

amenities o f a high-class hotel, but w ith  the 
com fo rt o f a home. Long-term  visitors may 
choose to  rent an apartment, although this 

m ay be d i f f i c u l t  g iv e n  th e  som etim es  
com plex Korean rental system.

копей
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Korean food is one o f the country ’s greatest 

d raw s. K orean cuis ine is made fro m  a ll
natural ingredients and covers a w ide range 

o f tastes and styles. M a n y  Korean dishes 
are no t on ly  tasty, bu t are also recognized 

fo r  carry ing tangible health benefits.
The fo u n d a tio n  fo r  c re a ting  de lic ious  

Korean dishes is in  the use o f spices and 
seasonings, as w e ll as fe rm en ta tion . The 
staple Korean ingredients are gochu, o r red 

ho t peppers, used as a crushed powder and 
also a ferm ented red pepper paste called 

gochujang; doenjang, a fermented soybean 
paste w ith  evidence o f  cancer-preventing 
p ro p e rtie s ; ganjang, o r  soy sauce, made 

th ro u g h  a s im ila r soybean fe rm en ta tion  
process w ith  doenjang-, as well as onions, 
garlic, scallions, ginger and sesame o il.

K o re a n  r e s ta u r a n ts  a re  p le n t i f u l

th ro u g h o u t  the  c o u n try  and g e n e ra lly  

reasonably priced. There is no tip p in g  at 
Korean restaurants.

K o re a n  B a n q u e t  C u is in e
Hanjeongsik

Hanjeongsik— often referred to  as Korean 
Table d ’hote— is the most lavish o f Korean 

m e a ls , c o n s is t in g  o f  r ic e ,  so u p  and  a 
dizzying array o f tasty side dishes, brought 

ou t in  stages. H o w  many side dishes— and 
which side dishes— varies w idely (there are 

cu r re n t ly  a b o u t 1 ,500 side dishes in  use 
th ro u g h o u t the c o u n try ) , depend ing  on 

re g io n , season, re s ta u ra n t, and  p r ic e . 
Trad itiona lly  speaking, however, side dishes 
have varied from  three to  twelve, depending 

on social class. The dishes are prepared and 
arranged by taste and color, w h ich reflect
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and weather. Kim chiis  considered one o f the world's 
healthiest foods, full o f vitamins A, В and C, but most 
importantly, plentiful in healthy bacteria called 
lactobacilli, which are found in fermented foods like 
yogurt. Lactobacilli aid in digestion and prevent yeast infections; the compounds 
found in the fermented cabbage are even reported to inh ib it the growth o f cancer.

the Asian ph ilosoph ies  o f  ying and yang 
a n d  th e  f iv e  p r im a ry  e le m e n ts . T h e  

Bukchon area and Seoul have a number o f 
restaurants specializing in hanjeongsik, but 
be w a rn ed— some meals can cost up to

100,000 w on per person.

Royal Cuisine

The surasang was the d in ing  setting fo r the 

k ing  and queen and included on ly  unique 
ingredients o f the finest qu a lity , im ported 

fro m  every  p ro v in c e  o f  th e  c o u n try  as 
tribu te  to  the king. Ingredients used in  the 
surasang had to  pass a qua lity con tro l test 
b y  the ro y a l chefs, and the  recipes and 

cooking methods in the palace were known 
on ly to  the exclusive palace chefs.

Luck ily  fo r modern citizens, anyone can

e n jo y  th e  tas tes  o f  ro y a l c u is in e  in  a 
restaurant. Unlike a standard Korean meal, 
w h e re  a ll s ide d ishes are o fte n  served 

simultaneously w ith  the main meal, a royal 
cu is ine meal is supposed to  come o u t in  

d iffe re n t courses and inc lude a set o f  12 
side dishes.

Temple Cuisine

K o re a n  te m p le  c u is in e , a c re a t io n  o f  
B u d d h is t m onastics , is ve ry  s im p le  and 

excludes any foods thought to  be potentially 
h a rm fu l to  m o n k s ’ h e a lth  o r  m e n ta l 
d isc ip line . Temple food avoids tastes th a t 

are too spicy o r salty, as it  is believed that 
these s trong  flavo rs  ca rry  w ith  them the 
th re a t o f ove rexc iting  em otions and thus 

interfering w ith  Buddhist discipline. Temple
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food  does no t include meat o r fish ou t o f 
compassion for liv ing  beings, and necessary 

p ro te in s  and fats are the re fo re  ob ta ined 
fro m  g ra in s , beans and soy, n u ts , and 

vegetable proteins. Ideal fo r vegetarians.

S e le c t i n g  a  P la c e  t o  E a t

Budget

PRICE R ANG E: 2 ,000-6,000 won

• S n a ck  fo o d s : O u td o o r  fo o d  s ta lls  
(pojangmacha s S tW ), o u td o o r m arkets, 
gimbap chains, tteokbokki chains, etc.

• M e n u : gimbap, ramyeon, tteokbokki, 
sundae, twigim (see p699), guksu (see p695)

PRICE R ANG E: 6 ,000-12,000 won

•  General restaurants, usually places w ith  
names ending in sikdang o r jip У
•  M e n u : jjigae (see p 6 9 4 ), bokkeum, 
deopbap, tang. F a m ily -s ty le  baekban 
ometimes available, too.

PRICE R AN G E: 20,000 won and up

•  G o u rm e t R es ta u ran ts  sp e c ia liz in g  in 
hanjeongsik, palace and tem ple cu is ine ; 
meat o r seafood specialized restaurants

• M enu: samgyeopsal, dwaeji galbi, sogalbi 
(see p696), steamed meats (//7m) and stews 
(tang) (see p694); seafood restaurants like 

raw  fish restaurants (hoetjip) and seafood 
buffets.

Spot the Restaurant!

1. ASK A R O U N D : The best way to  learn 
where the good eats are at is to  ask a local 
res ident. O f course, o p in ions  d iffe r, and 

language can be an issue, b u t i f  y o u ’ re 
searching fo r hidden cu linary gems, this is 
how  you do it.

2. G O  W H E R E  T H E  PEOPLE ARE: I f  a 
restaurant is packed, i t ’s usually a sign they 
d o  s o m e th in g  w e l l .  T h e  o p p o s ite  is 
sometimes but not always true.

3. K N O W  Y O U R  N E IG H B O R H O O D : 
Ind iv idua l towns, neighborhoods o r streets 
are frequently known fo r pa rticu lar dishes. 

Seoul’s S indang-dong ne ig hbo rho od , fo r 
in s ta n c e ,  is  k n o w n  f o r  i t s  a l le y  o f  

tteokbokki (sp icy  p a n -fr ie d  rice  cakes), 

w h ile  the  s o u th w e s t to w n  o f  Je o n ju  is 
famous fo r its bibimbap (rice m ixed w ith  
vegetables).

4. TEST OF T IM E : Korean restaurants go 

in  a n d  o u t  o f  b u s in e ss  a l l  th e  t im e .  
Restaurants tha t have survived fo r 20 to  30 
years are v irtua l na tional treasures.

5. G O  O N L IN E : I f  you read Korean, you’ ll 
find  tons o f websites dedicated to  d ining. If 

y o u  d o n ’ t ,  tw o  e x p a tr ia te - ru n  b lo g s , 
Z e n k im c h i (w w w .z e n k im c h i.c o m ) and 

Seoul Eats ( w w w .s e o u le a ts .c o m ) o f fe r  
plenty o f advice on food and eateries.

O r d e r in g  T ip s

Sitting

W h ile  m any restaurants have tables and 
ch a irs  l ik e  th e ir  W estern c o u n te rp a rts , 

others require you to sit on the floor. You’ ll 
usu a lly  f in d  cush ions to  s it on under o r 
near the tables.

Ordering

In  m ost K orean  res tau ran ts , the w a ite r / 
waitress/owner w ill take your order shortly 
after you arrive. Sometimes, however, you 

m ig h t have to  get his o r  he r a tte n tio n , 
firs t— a simple “jeogiyo” (Hey, over there!) 
w il l  su ffice . Some places have e lec tron ic  
buzzers that call over staff, too.

Table Settings

K orean dishes are usua lly  placed on the 
table a ll a t once, a lthough sometimes, the 

side dishes w ill be served just p r io r to the 
m a in  d ishes. T ra d it io n a lly ,  th re e , five , 
seven, n ine  o r 12 side dishes are served,

http://www.zenkimchi.com
http://www.seouleats.com
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depending on the size o f the meal. The rice 
and soup are usually placed just in fro n t o f 
the diner, w ith  the rice on the le ft and soup 

on the right. The chopsticks and spoon are 

placed just to the r ig h t o f the soup.
In meals w ith  m u ltip le  d iners, the side 

dishes, stews and meats are placed between 
the diners and are consumed communally.

Tipping

T ip p in g  is n o t cu s to m a ry  in  K o re a  and 
rare ly i f  ever practiced. In  some high-end 

restaurants like  ho te l restaurants, service 
charges are added to  your b ill.

K o re a n  T a b le  M a n n e r s
1. S eating  is im p o r ta n t .  L e t e ld e rs  s it 

nearest the door.
2. D on’t  begin eating un til you r elders have 
begun. A lso, try  no t to finish before them.

3. D o n ’t  ho ld  you r chopsticks and spoon 
w ith  one hand. A lso, use the spoon on ly for 

your rice and soup.
4. D on’t  p ick around in  the dishes.
5. E a t o n ly  w h a t ’s w ith in  reach . D o n ’ t  

reach across the table.
6. D on’t  stick you r chopsticks in to  your rice 
b o w l an d  le a ve  th e m  s ta n d in g — th is  

resembles the incense s ticks  places in  a 
b u rn e r d u rin g  a fu n e ra l, o r h o w  fo o d  is 
offered to  the sp ir its  d u rin g  an ancestral 

rites ceremony.
7. Eat and chew  q u ie tly . A nd  keep you r 
mouth shut.

8. T rad itiona lly , meals were taken silently. 
This is much less the case now, but at the 
same tim e , d o n ’t  feel com pelled to  make 
polite table conversation, either.

9. W hen passing and acce p tin g  d r in k s , 
d ishes, e tc ., be sure to  use tw o  hands, 

e s p e c ia lly  i f  y o u ’ re g iv in g  o r  ta k in g  
something to /from  an elder.
10 . D o n ’ t  p o u r  y o u r  o w n  d r in k s — le t 

someone pour fo r  you. A lw ays be sure to

po u r fo r  you r elders when th e ir cups run 

dry, and be sure to  pour w ith  tw o  hands or 
w ith  your le ft hand supporting you r right. 

W hen d r in k in g  a lco h o l w ith  e lders, i t  is 
considered po lite  to  tu rn  you r head to the 

side as you sip from  your cup.
11. D on ’t  b lo w  your nose at the table. In 

fact, Koreans generally avoid b low ing  their 

noses in public.
12. U n like  the West, p ick ing  your teeth is 
a c c e p ta b le — in  fa c t ,  y o u ’ l l  o fte n  f in d  

to o th p ic k s  at the tab le . Just cover you r 
mouth w ith  your other hand when you do so.

V e g e ta r ia n  C u is in e
For the vegetarian, Korea is not an especially 

accom m odating place, bu t you ’ l l  s t ill find  
ways to  survive. Korean tem ple cuisine is 

vegetarian, and a num ber o f dishes— like  
tofu dishes— may o r may not be vegetarian, 
depending on the re s tauran t. T e llin g  the 

p ro p r ie to r when you o rd e r th a t yo u ’ re a 
vegetarian ( “Jeoneun chaesikjuuija imnida 
te яИ-ЧФЭДЙМЧ” ) when you order m ight help, 

but no t always. A lso be aware tha t certain 
seemingly vegetarian dishes— even kim chi!—  

use animal products like fish sauce.

L o c a l C u is in e s

Seoul/Gyeonggi-do

Seoul enjoys a rich and varied cuisine, in no 
small p a rt thanks to  its status as Korea ’s 
capital. Seoul cuisine tends to  be m ilder in 
f la v o r than th a t o f o th e r regions. A t the 

haute cuisine end o f things is Korean palace 
cuisine, featuring lov ing ly  prepared dishes 
made from  the rarest o f ingredients. M uch 

m ore a ffo rd a b le  is seolleongtang S S li, a 
r ic h ,  m i lk y  so u p  m ade w i t h  b r is k e t.  
G yeongg i-do , m eanw h ile , has long  been 

one o f  K o re a ’s m a jo r breadbaskets. The 
area around Icheon, in  particu lar, used to 

produce the rice served to  the kings o f the
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Jo se o n  D y n a s ty . T h e  c i t y  o f  S u w o n , 

m eanwhile, is fam ous fo r  its galbi 5f°l, or 
grilled beef ribs.

Chungcheong-do

Being p r im a r ily  a g r ic u ltu ra l regions, the 

p ro v in ce s  o f  C h u n g ch e o n g n a m -d o  and 
Chungcheongbuk-do produce a w ide range 
o f food products. The towns o f Buyeo and 

G ongju, in particu lar, have well-developed 
loca l cu is ines th a n ks  to  th e ir  h is to ry  as 
capitals o f the Baekje K ingdom. Dolssambap 

(rice  in  a stone p o t, w h ich  is eaten 

w rapped in  le ttuce w ith  o th e r vegetables 
and condim ents) is po pu la rly  eaten in the 
tw o  tow ns. One dish o f  pa rticu la r note is 

yeonipbap У -» ’, rice  w rap ped  in  a lo tus 
leaf, a specialty o f  Buyeo.

Gangwon-do

The rugged m ounta in region o f  Gangwon- 

do doesn’t  produce a lo t o f rice, but what it  

does p ro d u c e  is  a lo t  o f  b u c k w h e a t, 

po ta toes , co rn  and aco rns, a ll o f  w h ich  
fea tu re  p ro m in e n tly  in  the loca l cuis ine. 

C old buckwheat noodles, o r makguksu 
is a regional specialty, especially in the 

C h u n c h e o n  re g io n .  Gamjajeon 
(p o ta to  pancakes) and dotorimuk 
(acorn je lly ) are also popular. The c ity  o f 

Chuncheon is also famous fo r dalk galbi ^  
^ “ 1, o r  p a n - f r ie d  c h ic k e n  se rved  w ith  

vegetables and a tangy sauce. The coastal 
regions o f  G an gw on-do produce a lo t o f 
seafood, w ith  squid being a specialty. Try 
the ojingeo sundae 2 усн^ся; squid stuffed 

w ith  noodles and other ingredients.

Jeolla-do

K o re a ’s sou thw est is w id e ly  regarded as 
having the best cuisine in the country. Here, 

th e  fo o d  co m e s  p le n t i f u l ,  r i c h ,  and  
(re la tiv e ly ) cheap. The H o n a m  P la in  o f  

J e o ila b u k -d o  is K o re a ’s b re a d b a s k e t,

producing an endless supply o f  h igh-quality 
rice. The c ity  o f Jeonju is home to  one o f 

Korea’s best-known (and best-loved) dishes, 
Jeon ju  Bib im bap У "'а1УУ. The sou the rn  

coast o f Jeollanam-do, meanwhile, is home 

to  so-called N am do cuisine, an incred ib ly 
rich  and va rie d  cu is in e  us ing  the  m any 

h ig h -q u a l i ty  a g r ic u ltu r a l and  sea food  
products o f  the reg ion ’s valleys and seas. 

D ishes are w e ll-seasoned  w ith  lo c a lly -  
produced pastes and sauces. Expect a lo t o f 

tasty side dishes to  be served w ith  whatever 
you order. One p a rticu la r specialty o f the 

N am d o  area is ra w  ferm en ted  skate , o r 
hongeohoe 3 ° ^ .  T h is  is ve ry  m uch an 

acq u ire d  tas te , b u t one en joyed  a lm o s t 
universally by the locals o f  Jeollanam-do.

Gyeongsang-do

T ru th  be to ld ,  so u th e a s t K o re a  is n o t 
especially know n fo r its food— dishes tend 
to  be saltier than they are elsewhere. S till, 

th e re ’s p le n ty  th is  re g io n  does w e l l ,  
especially seafood, hauled in from  the rich 

f is h in g  g ro u n d s  o f  the  East Sea— v is it  
Busan’s Jagalchi M a rke t to  experience what 

we’ re ta lk in g  about. The c ity  o f Andong, 
too, stands apart w ith  a unique cuisine that 
in c lu d e s  a v a r ie ty  o f  u n u s u a l d ish e s , 
inc lud ing  jjimdak 9 9  (steamed ch icken), 

A n d o n g  so ju  and heotjesabap (a

meal m odeled on the foo d  served du rin g  
ancestral rites).

Jeju-do

Jeju is an island, so i t  should come as no 
surprise that seafood like  fish, shellfish and 

seaweed are an im p o r ta n t p a r t  o f  loca l 
c u s in e . R aw  f is h  is c o m m o n . D ue  to  

to p o g ra p h ic a l c o n d it io n s ,  r ic e  is less 
p le n t ifu l on the is land  than i t  is on the 
mainland, so m ille t, buckwheat and barley 
feature much more prominently.
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Stews

•  Kimchi Jjigae A tasty kimchi 
stew made with older kimchi and slices of 
pork. This extremely spicy dish is loved by 
Koreans but can be a bit of a shock for 
foreign visitors unaccustomed to its sharp, 
spicy flavor. Eating it with rice will soften the 
intensity of the spiciness and make it a bit 
easier to consume.

•  Doenjang Jjigae 9Ш” |7Ц; Another 
fermented favorite, doenjang jjigae is a 
fermented soybean-paste stew that is 
considered one of Korea’s representative 
dishes. It often contains dried anchovies and 
clams, and the special ingredient of 
doenjang is widely touted as having anti
cancer properties.

•  Cheonggukjang Somewhat 
similar to doenjang jjigae, but the soybeans 
are fermented for only two or three days 
rather than three months. The result is a rich, 
nutritious stew that’s absolutely delicious if 
you can get past the smell, which has 
sometimes been likened to a rotting corpse.

•  Budae Jjigae Literally, “Army
Base Stew,’’ this spicy dish is made from 
sausages, Spam, beans, instant noodles and 
rice cakes, among other variations. It dates 
back to the era after the Korean War, when 
the ingredients entered Korea via US military 
bases.

•  Sundubu Jjigae £^¥h|7H; Handmade 
soft tofu, stewed in a spicy soup of 
vegetables and red pepper. A raw egg is 
often placed in the boiling stew. It’s a filling 
and nutritious dish that has been catching 
on overseas as well.

•  Gamjatang An extremely popular 
stew, gamjatang is a spicy dish created by 
boiling a pork spine with potatoes and other 
vegetables. It is most popular during the 
cold winter months.

•Sam gyetang У т ш ; Made by boiling a 
whole chicken with ginseng, jujubes and 
garlic, this soup is believed to restore 
people’s energy on hot summer days. It is 
chock-full of quality, healthy ingredients with 
noted health benefits.

•  Seolleongtang ^ 8 9 ; if spicy dishes 
aren’t your thing, this might do the trick. 
Seasoned only with salt and spring onions, 
the soup is made from ox bones that have 
been boiled for an entire day.

•  Kkori Gomtang BaiSW; Another hearty 
stew, this one is made from ox tail bones 
boiled for hours and beef brisket. If you’d 
like a break from the spicy dishes, give this 
dish a try.

•  Jeongol jeongol differs from jjigae in 
that while the latter is prepared primarily 
from one ingredient, the former is made from 
a variety. Historically, у'еопдо/was eaten by 
the upper classes, while jjigae was eaten by 
the lower cases. Common jeongol dishes 
include:

* Sinseollo У£!Ж: a  rich meat, mushroom 
and vegetable stew, served in a large 
silver bowl with a hole in the center 
where hot embers were placed to heat 
the dish. The dish is a staple of Korean 
palace cuisine.

* Beoseot Jeongol Mushroom stew
* Soegogi Jeongol Beef stew
* Nakji Jeongol ^ * 1$Я; Octopus stew
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•  Haejangguk This rich stew is 
commonly referred to as a “ hangover stew,” 
as it is often eaten in the wee morning hours 
after a night of hardcore drinking. The broth 
is prepared by boiling ox bones over a long 
period of time, while the soup itself contains 
bean sprouts, radish, scallions and cabbage. 
There are several varieties of haejangguk, 
including kongnamulguk (heavy on the bean 
sprouts), ugeojiguk (made with dried 
Chinese cabbage leaves) and seonjiguk.

* Seonji Haejangguk tixisn*re; a soup 
made from cabbage, beef broth and 
other vegetables, it is particularly good 
to chase a hangover. Some might be 
turned off by the big globs of coagulated 
ox blood, though.

•  Chueotang This spicy dish—a 
specialty of southern Korea—is prepared by 
boiling a mudfish w hole-bones and entrails 
included. The result is a rich stew that is 
both filling and nutritious.

N o o d l e s

•  Kalguksu ; : The name of this soup 
literally means “ knife-cut noodles.”
Kalguksu consists of handmade knife-cut 
wheat noodles served in a broth made with 
anchovies, shellfish and kelp.

•  Sujebi t W ;  This dish is similar to 
Kalguksu, with the primary difference being 
that while the latter is made with thick wheat 
noodles, the former is prepared with big 
wheat flakes. It is a dish particularly enjoyed 
on rainy days.

•  Janchi Guksu : This noodle dish 
is literally translated as “ Banquet Noodles," 
as it was traditionally eaten at weddings, 
birthdays and other festivities (the noodle 
represents longevity). The thin wheat 
noodles are prepared in a light broth with 
green onions and a sauce of soy, sesame oil 
and chili powder.

•  M u l Naengmyeon lo S ;  This icy 
noodle soup is a refreshing favorite, with 
thin buckwheat noodles in a sweet and sour 
meat broth. Served with sliced vegetables, 
sesame seeds and a boiled egg.

•  Bibim Naengmyeon и1ЙЦ9 ; Like its 
cousin above, this dish consists of iced 
buckwheat noodles, but served with a spicy 
red pepper sauce.

•  Kongguksu One of Korea's most 
unique dishes, this summer specialty 
consists of wheat noodles in a cold, thick 
broth made from soybeans.

•  Makguksu Another cold noodle 
dish, this specialty of the mountain town of 
Chuncheon is similar to naengmyeon, but 
the noodles use more buckwheat, while the 
dish itself makes more plentiful use of cold 
vegetables.

•  Ramyeon ^ 9 : Better known in the West 
as ramen, instant noodles are ubiquitous in 
Korea-you’ll find stacks of them in just 
about any shop. Korea’s ramyeon dishes, 
however, tend to be a good deal spicier than 
their Japanese (and Western) counterparts. 
The spicy Sin Ramyeon is a particularly 
popular brand.

anqauk Kaiauksu Janchi Guksu
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G r il l e d  M e a t s

•  Galbi ^ ul: One of the most popular 
Korean foods among foreigners, galbi is a 
dish of barbecued, marinated beef ribs. Each 
restaurant’s methods of marinating its galbi 
ribs differs, but this is a dependably 
delicious dish. Served either on the bone or 
deboned {galbi sal), the meat is cooked on a 
fire in front of the diner and eaten wrapped 
in a lettuce leaf. You can usually get either 
beef or pork ribs, although the former is 
considerably more expensive.

•  Bulgogi ^ 1171; Another popular dish 
among the foreign population, bulgogi is 
another type of barbecued and marinated 
meat, though thinly sliced in this dish. 
Generally garnished with sesame seeds and 
green onions.

•  Dakgalbi УУь|. д specialty of the city of 
Chuncheon, this popular dish consists of 
chunks of chicken pan fried in red pepper 
paste with vegetables, sweet potato and rice 
cakes. If you like spicy food, you’ll love this. 
After the chicken is consumed, rice is fried 
up in the remaining sauce.

•  Jjimdak 9 ^ :  д specialty of the Andong 
region in southeastern Korea, jjim  dak 
(“ steamed chicken” ) is, as the name would 
suggest, pieces of steamed chicken, served 
in a sweet sauce with vegetables and 
cellophane noodles.

•  Sam gyeopsal Made from 
unmarinated and unseasoned grilled pork 
belly, these slices o f meat are grilled directly 
on the diners’ table, then dipped in a mixed 
sauce of sesame oil, ground pepper and salt, 
and wrapped in a fresh lettuce leaf or

sesame leaf with a slice of garlic and mixed 
gochujang (red pepper) and doenjang 
(fermented soy bean) paste.

•  Jokbal Marinated pig’s feet, 
deboned and sliced into thin strips and 
served on a platter. Usually eaten wrapped 
in a lettuce leaf, often with a condiment of 
fermented shrimp. Try washing it down with 
a shot of soju. The Jangchung-dong 
neighborhood of Seoul is famous for its 
many jokbal restaurants, (see pio8)

•  Bossam Steamed pork, wrapped in 
a leaf of lettuce and topped with sweet 
kimchi and a thick paste of fermented 
soybean and red pepper.

S e a f o o d

•  M aeuntang DHSW: Literally “ spicy stew,” 
maeuntang is a fish—which fish depends on 
the restaurant-boiled in a soup prepared 
with red pepper paste, chili powder and 
vegetables. This is often served after a dish 
of sashimi, with the unused parts of the fish 
boiled up in the soup. Makes a great 
accompaniment to soju.

•  Haem ultang As the Korean name 
(meaning “ seafood stew") would suggest, 
haemultang is a spicy stew made from 
various seafood products, including but not 
limited to crab, shrimp and shellfish.

•  Haem uljjim  HaS: Steamed seafood, 
including squid, shrimp, clams and mussels. 
Usually quite spicy.

•  Agujjim A form of haemuljjim 
made from bean sprouts and steamed 
anglerfish, this specialty of southeastern

Bulgogi Jjimdak Samgyeopsal Nakji Bokkeum
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Korea is actually quite nice, even if the fish 
itself has to be the ugliest sea creature on 
God's green earth.

•  Nakji Bokkeum Commonly 
known as one of Korea’s spiciest dishes, 
nakji bokkeum is prepared from tiny 
octopuses, chopped up and pan-fried with a 
red pepper paste sauce. After consumption, 
the leftovers are used to prepare a spicy 
fried rice.

•  Sannakji Tiny octopuses, sliced 
up and eaten while the parts are still 
wiggling about. Be sure to chew well—the 
octopus parts will fight back, and this can 
present a choking hazard.

• Hoe У ; Known better in the West by its 
Japanese name of sashimi, hoe is slices of 
raw fish, served with a dipping sauce of soy 
sauce and wasabi paste. Red pepper paste 
mixed with vinegar is often used as a 
dipping sauce, too. Best enjoyed with a shot 
of cheongha, a rice wine similar to Japanese 
sake.

•  Chobap Referred to as sushi in 
Japan and the United States, chobap is 
vinegar rice usually topped with a slice of 
raw fish. A cheaper, non-fish variant is yubu 
chobap: vinegar rice in a pouch of fried tofu.

•  Saengseon Gui Grilled fish.
Popular fishes to grill include mackerel and 
cutlass fish.

•  Jangeo Gui S o ffo i; Grilled marinated 
eel. This dish is eaten primarily in summer, 
when it is believed to provide the extra 
energy boost needed to overcome heat 
exhaustion.

•  Hongeohoe Soisi; Slices of raw, 
fermented skate. No, we’re not making it 
up—it’s particularly popular in southwestern 
Korea, and you can find it at seafood 
restaurants in Seoul. High in ammonia, the 
meat will clean out your sinuses quick—it ’s 
sort of like eating sashimi in a latrine.

R ic e  D is h e s

•  Bibimbap ° l= » :  This simple yet healthy 
concoction is another representative Korean 
dish. It is a mixture that includes rice, an 
assortment of vegetables, meat, an egg, and 
red pepper paste. Varients include sanchae 
bibimbap, prepared with wild mountain 
vegetables; dolsot bibimbap, which comes 
in a stone hotpot; and yangpun bibimbap, 
served for two in a large bowl.

•  Sotbap ^ Sotbap is a stone hotpot of 
rice, usually served with steamed chestnut, 
jujube, ginkgo nuts and mushrooms. The 
rice is eaten with soy sauce. After eating the 
rice, you pour hot water into the hotpot, 
which turns the leftover rice stuck to the pot 
into a soup called nurungji.

•  Ssambap Steamed rice, meat and 
side dishes, served in a wrap of lettuce and 
leafvegetables.

•  Boribap A throwback to Korea’s 
less prosperous days, rice and barley are 
mixed together with vegetables for a hardy 
meal.

• Juk Rice porridge, yuk comes in many 
varieties, including jeonbokjuk (abalone 
porridge), y'of/uk (pine nut porridge), 
hobakjuk (pumkin porridge), patjuk (red

Saengseon Gui Bibimbap Patjuk
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SB9
Bon  Juk

This popular chain of juk restaurants 
provides big, filling bowls of porridge of 
a variety of kinds. You can get juk 
cheaper at markets, but if you want a 
good bowl of juk. Bon Juk is highly 
recommended.

bean porridge), saeujuk (shrimp porridge) 
and yachaejuk (vegetable porridge).

O t h e r s

•  Japchae Cellophane noodles, stir 
fried in sesame oil and served with a variety 
o f vegetables, including sliced carrots, 
onions and peppers. This dish is commonly 
found at parties and tends to be popular 
with foreigners. Chinese restaurants often 
serve it on a bed of rice as a dish called 
japchae-bap.

•  Gejang US: Fresh, raw crab, marinated in 
soy sauce or red pepper sauce. This is 
something of an acquired taste, mostly 
thanks to the consistency, but is quite nice 
once you’ve gotten used to it.

•  Tteokguk This rich soup of boiled 
slices of rice cake is a New Year’s Day treat, 
when it is believed to bring good fortune in 
the coming year. A popular variant is tteok 
manduguk, in which large mandu (Korean 
meat dumplings) are added.

•  Mandu № ; Mandu, or Korean 
dumplings, are a popular cheap meal. 
Variants include jjin  mandu (steamed

dumplings) and gun mandu (fried 
dumplings). Several different fillings are 
used, including kimchi and meat.

•  B indaetteok A savory Korean 
pancake made from ground mung beans. A 
good place to score these is at Gwangjang 
Market (see pios).

•  Pajeon HfS; Another form of Korean 
pancake, pajeon is made from egg, flour and 
green onions. A variant is haemulpajeon, in 
which seafood like sliced squid is added to 
the recipe.

•  Dubu Kimchi “ 2 * 1; As the name 
would indicate, this dish consists of slices of 
dubu (tofu) and kimchi. It is a popular side 
dish when drinking.

lust as Chinese food transformed itself when 
it was brought to the United States to suit 
American tastes, so it changed to suit 
Korean tastes when it was brought here. 
Chinese food in Korea is based primarily on 
the cuisine of China’s Shandong region, the 
place of origin of the bulk of Korea’s ethnic 
Chinese population.

•  Jjajangmyeon The most popular 
of Chinese dishes in Korea, jjajangmyeon is 
noodles covered in a sweet black bean 
sauce. Based on the Northern Chinese dish 
of zha jiang mian, this dish was reportedly 
invented by Incheon’s Chinese population.

•  Jjamppong A spicy seafood and 
noodle soup, this dish is based on champon, 
a Chinese dish invented in Meiji-era 
Nagasaki, Japan, for Chinese students.

K o r e a n  C h in e s e  Fo o

Gejang Tteokguk Pajeon Dubu Kimchi
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д Э
Chinatown Food

Some of the best Chinese restaurants in 
Seoul can be found in the small 
Chinatown in Myeong-dong (see p86).
If you’re in Incheon, of course, you can 
score outstanding Chinese fare in the 
city’s famous Chinatown (see p i/2 ).

•  Bokkeumbap Fried rice, often 
topped with a fried egg.

•  Tangsuyuk o 4^ ; Sweet and sour pork, 
not altogether different from what you’d get 
in Chinese restaurants in the West.

S t r e e t  Fo o d s

Seoul is a haven of delicious street foods, 
purchased from street snack stalls called 
pojangmacha. Street food, all selections 
under 3,000 won each, is conveniently found 
in virtually any location in Seoul that has a 
great deal of foot traffic.

•  Gimbap У У : Gimbap is a favorite fast 
food of Korean schoolchildren and probably 
one of Korea’s most popular dishes. It can be 
likened to a sushi roll—a seaweed roll filled 
with rice and slices of fried egg, ham, 
cucumber, picked radish and other varieties 
as desired. You can find it everywhere—at 
convenience stores, Korean “ fast food” 
shops and often streetside stalls. It’s served 
at almost every Korean picnic.

•  Tteokbokki ™ -°l: Tteokbokki \s a 
pojangmacha staple—a bright red, spicy rice 
cake dish broiled in a gochujang (red 
pepper) seasoning with vegetables and 
odeng (Japanese-style fish cakes).

•  Odeng Japanese fish cakes, usually 
served on a stick. Great tummy warmer in 
the winter.

•  Sundae = CH: This Korean-style sausage is 
stuffed with a mix of viscid rice, ox or pig’s 
blood and potato noodles. This is really 
quite good, although the additional slices of 
pork liver and kidneys might put some off. 
The neighborhood of Sillim-dong (in front of 
Seoul National University) is famous for its 
many sundae restaurants.

•  Twigim Twigim are assorted fried 
foods, including hard-boiled eggs, sliced 
vegetables, squid, potato slices, shrimp and 
more. These delicious items are difficult to 
resist, especially when the vendor serves 
them piping hot out of the fryer.

•  Gunmandu 3 № ;  Fried dumplings are 
another popular selection off the 
pojangmacha. They come in a range of meat- 
filled and vegetarian options.

•  Dak-kkochi е Ф *1: Chicken kebabs, 
served with a hot sauce.

Gimbap Cheonguk

Literally, “ Gimbap Paradise,”  this 
popular chain of restaurants serves up 
several kinds of gimbap along with 
other simple Korean fare. Great for a 
cheap meal.

Gim -tteok-soon

Some food stalls sell a set of gimbap, 
tteokbokki and sundae. This is a good 
way to sample the three pillars of 
Korean street cuisine.

Jjajangmyeon Gimbap Tteokbokki Twigim
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•  Hotteok Sino-Korean pancakes filled 
with a honey sauce. The good ones are 
baked without oil.

•  Bungeo-bbangSoi®1: Carp-shaped fried 
bread filled with sweet red bean paste, 
bungeo-bbang is a quick, sweet street 
snack.

•  Toast Yes, the standard piece of 
toast, although this one is pan fried in butter 
and served with a fried egg. The Seokbong 
Toast franchise can be found throughout 
Seoul.

•  Ppeongtwigi These popped rice 
disks are a popular snack among those 
watching their calorie intake. A Korean 
equivalent to low-fat popcorn.

•  Beondegi S tiH : These are boiled, 
seasoned silkworm pupae, often served in a 
paper cup and consumed as a snack. 
Definitely an acquired taste. This is often 
cited as Korea’s most “ bizarre" food, mostly 
because it is in full public view at streetside 
food vendors everywhere.

D e s s e r t s

•  Hangwa 5® :  Korean confections that 
come in all shapes, sizes and colors. A 
popular kind is yakgwa, a small fried honey 
cake. Hangwa are commonly served with 
Korean traditional teas.

•  Yaksik Translated as “ medicinal 
food," yaksik is steamed glutinous rice 
mixed with chestnuts, jujubes and pine nuts 
and sweetened with honey.

•  Tteok Made from steamed rice flour, 
ffeok—Korean rice cakes—are a staple of 
Korean dessert cuisine. There are hundreds

of kinds of tteok, some of which are
consumed on holidays and special days.
Some of the more popular forms of tteok
include:

* Injeolmi °'SDI: Soft clumps o f pounded 
rice cake covered in mugwort or red bean 
powder.

* Sirutteok Steamed rice cakes that 
also come in a wide variety of shapes and 
colors. A common form is the rainbow- 
colored mujigae tteok, usually served at 
a baby’s first birthday.

*  Jeolpyeon SB; Made from steamed rice 
powder that has been pounded and cut 
into shape, jeolpyeon are pressed with 
intricate designs.

*  Kkultteok Rice cakes with honey 
inside.

* Songpyeon These half-moon shaped 
rice cakes filled with nuts or honey are 
steamed on a bed of pine needles. You’ll 
eat a ton of them on the Chuseok holiday.

D r in k s

•  Soju Soju is the most popular 
alcoholic beverage in Korea. A clear liquor, it 
is made by distilling fermented rice or sweet 
potatoes. It is extremely cheap, and 
therefore ubiquitous in the restaurants and 
grocery stores of Korea.

•  M akgeolli Makgeolli has the 
longest history of all Korea’s liquors and is 
frequently referred to as the “ liquor of the 
common people” because of its popularity 
among farmers. This liquor, made from 
fermented sweet rice, has the appearance of 
milk and a low alcohol content.
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•  Insam ju  A liquor made with 
insam (Korean ginseng), insamju is 
believed to have special medicinal 
properties. Sometimes sold with a 
ginseng root visible through the glass 
bottle, this alcohol makes a popular 
souvenir.

•  M a e s ilju  aHt№; This liquor is created 
from plums and is available in grocery 
stores, although it is commonly made at 
home. Maesilju has a low alcohol 
content.

•  S ikh ye  Sikhye is a unique 
Korean dessert drink created from malt 
and rice. This sweet drink is said to aid 
with digestion.

T r a d i t i o n a l T e a

•  Boricha Barley tea

•  Oksusucha - ^ * 1: Corn tea

•  Gyeolm yeongjacha 3S*lxl:
Senna tora tea

•  Dunggeullecha
Solomon’s Seal tea

•  Hyeonmi Nokcha s m ^x l; Green tea 
blended with roasted rice

•  Saenggangcha: Ginger tea

•  Daechucha: Jujube tea

•  Yujacha: Yuja (yuzu) tea

•  Ssanghwacha:
Herbal medicine tea

•  Om ijacha: “ Five flavor" tea

•  Sujeonggwa:
Spicy persimmon punch

Д 0
Local Folk Liquors and Spirits

While soju, makgeolli and beer might be the 
potent potables of choice for the masses, Korea 
does produce a wide range of higher-quality folk 
liquors and spirits. While most are regional in 
character, they can often be found outside their 
home provinces, too, especially in Seoul.

•  Gyeongju Gyodong Beopju: Brewed for 
generations by the Choi family o f Gyeongju, 
this clear, slightly yellow firewater is about 16% 
alcohol. It has a sweet taste with a full aroma. 
Price: 32,000 to 35,000 won.

• Jeonju Leegangju: Made from pear, ginger, 
cinnamon, honey and rice, this liquor has an 
alcohol content of around 22 to 25%. Price:
16.000 to 220,000 won.

• Andong Soju: Brewed forever by the Cho 
family of Andong, this is one of Korea’s most 
famous traditional alcohols. With an alcohol 
content of 45%, it’s got a bit of a kick, and 
indeed, has been used as a folk medicine.
Price: 20,000 to 50,000 won.

• Munbaeju: If it was good enough for the 
South-North Korean Summit of 2000, it’s good 
enough for you. Be careful, though—it has an 
alcohol content of 40%. Price: 30,000 to
100.000 won.

•  Hansan Sogokju: Once enjoyed by the Baekje 
royal family, this specialty of Chungcheongnam- 
do is famous for its taste and medicinal 
properties. It’s also rather mild with an alcohol 
content of 18%. Price: 10,000 to 140,000 won.

• Gochang Bokbunjaju: A sweet liquor made 
from raspberries, this drink is said to have anti
aging and anti-cancer effects. Price: 20,000 to
50.000 won.

In s a m ju S u je o n g g w a lija  P u n c h S s a n g h w a c h a
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Dog  M eat  a n d  Bo y a n g s ik

As you’ve no doubt heard—either from late-night ta lk show comedians or concerned 
friends and fam ily—Koreans eat dog meat. Well, some Koreans eat dog meat—many 
others see it as a national embarrassment. Since the 1988 Olympics, when dog meat 
restaurants were banned from using the term bosintang  (the common name for dog 
meat soup) out o f fear it would make Korea look bad in the eyes o f foreigners, dog 
meat has been a source o f heated controversy. Even foreigners have jumped into the 
fray—French actress and animal rights activist Brigitte Bardot, for instance, attempted 
to use Korea’s hosting o f the 2002 World Cup to launch a campaign against dog meat, 
generating a fierce nationalist counterattack by Korean defenders o f the delicacy.

Dog meat—sometimes procured from dogs specially raised for human 
consumption—is most often consumed in a soup called bosintang  and a heavier stew 
called bosinjeongol. Consumers—usually but not exclusively men—cite its energizing 
effect in summer and its supposed effect on the male libido. Both the soup and stew 
make for a rich, hardy meal—the meat is stewed with a generous amount o f perilla 
leaves, onions, garlic and pepper. If you’re able to get past the cultural taboo you may 
or may not have against eating dog, it ’s realty quite delicious.

Interestingly enough, dog meat represents something o f an odd legal gray area—it’s 
not legally recognized, but it ’s not expressly forbidden, either. Supportive politicians 
have for some time tried to correct this situation by officially legalizing it, but this has 
run into resistance from animal rights activists and politicians afraid o f creating a 
national embarrassment. Interestingly enough, the ownership o f dogs as pets has 
skyrocketed in recent years, to o —nowadays, it seems like everyone has one.

A funny byproduct o f the 1988 ban on the use o f the term bosintang was the 
proliferation o f new names for the dish. Some o f these are s till in use, including 
sacheoltang (“All Season Soup” ) and yeongyangtang (“ Nutritious Soup").

Dog meat is only one o f many foods Koreans consume to boost the ir stamina during 
the—sorry for th is—dog days of summer. Other energy-boosting dishes include 
samgyetang (chicken and ginseng soup), otdak (chicken and lacquer sap stew), 
jangeogui (broiled eel) and chueotang (mudfish soup). All these are quite delicious 
and worth trying, although a word o f caution is warranted about the otdak—the 
lacquer sap causes allergic skin rashes and itching in some people. These high-protein 
dishes are referred to in Korean as boyangsik, or “ vita liz ing food.”

Re c o m m e n d e d  D o g  M e a t  Re s t a u r a n t

If you’re really in the mood for the meat o f the dog, Ssarijip near Buam-dong (see p io i)  
is one o f Seoul’s best places to try bosintang. Located in a Korean-style hanok home 
with a wonderful courtyard, the restaurant is packed in the summer, but is still a 
relaxing place to  have a meal. A bowl of bosintang  w ill cost you 15,000 won, but a 
heavier stew, or jeongol, is worth the money at 28,000 won. Hours: 11 am to 9:30 pm. 
(02-379-9911)



Koreans love to  shop. K o re a ’s po s t-w a r 

e c o n o m ic  b o o m  s p a rk e d  a co n s u m e r 
cu ltu re  second-to-none, especially in  big 

cities lik e  Seoul, w here yo u ’ l l  fin d  grand 
d e p a rtm e n t s tores, cavernous sho pp ing  
m alls, high-end lu x u ry  shops, tra d itio n a l 

o u td o o r m arkets, superm arkets, ho le -in - 
the-wall shops and a m yriad o f other places 

eager to  relieve you o f  you r excess currency.
Perhaps u n s u rp r is in g ly , Seoul is— by

fa r— the best place to  shop, w ith  Korea ’s 
biggest collection o f department stores and 

w idest selection o f  goods, a lthough Busan 
certain earns a special m ention as home o f 
the w o r ld ’s largest de partm ent store, the 

gargantuan Shinsegae Centum City. Korean 

retail culture accommodates shoppers o f all 
b u d g e ts ,  f r o m  th e  je t s e t t e r  t o  th e  
backpacker, so i f  spending money is w hat 

you seek, the opportunities are endless.



good antique shops.

P o tte ry :  Korea has been producing high- 
quality ceramics for centuries. When Queen 
Elizabeth II visited Korea in 1999, she 
purchased pottery in Seoul’s Insa-dong. The 
ceramics villages of Icheon just outside of 
Seoul and the medieval ceramics center of 
Gangjin in southwest Korea are excellent 
places to score high-quality ceramic wares.

C lo th in g  a n d  F a s h io n : For quality 
clothing at budget prices, few places beat 
Korea. In particular, the sprawling 
Dongdaemun Market in Seoul is a budget 
fashion shopper’s paradise, home to 
countless young designers and 
manufacturers hawking their wares at bargain 
prices. Those looking more upscale brands 
should explore Seoul’s Apgujeong-dong 
neighborhood, the Beverly Hills of Korea.

F abrics : If you’re a clothing producer, or just 
like fabric, Dongdaemun is the place to go.

S h o e s : Shoes-all leather goods-tend to 
be cheaper in Korea than they are elsewhere. 
Give Myeong-dong and Itaewon in Seoul a try.

C o s m e tic s : Korean women love their 
cosmetics. Accordingly, you’ll find cosmetic 
shops almost everywhere. Seoul’s Myeong- 
dong is an especially good place to go 
cosmetics shopping.

G in s e n g  a n d  H e rb a l M e d ic in e s : Korea 
is one of the world's largest exporters of 
ginseng, the magic root sought after in much of 
Asia for its rejuvenatory effects. The Gyeongdong 
Market in Seoul and Daegu Medicine Market are 
certainly good places to try, but real ginseng 
aficionados should go to the small market town

of Geumsan in Chungcheongnam-do, the 
ginseng capital of Korea.

Tea: Health fanatics will want to buy Korean 
green tea, produced on plantations in the 
southern part of the country and on Jejudo 
Island. Korea also produces a number of 
other traditional teas, including ginseng tea. 
You can find Korean tea products in almost 
any supermarket (or even in small hole-in- 
the-walls), or you could go straight to the 
source and visit the tea plantations of 
Boseong, Hadong or Jeju.

T ra d it io n a l L iq u o r : Korea produces a 
number of fine traditional tipples, including 
soju, baekseju, yakju and more. Korea’s 
best-known handcrafted booze is Andong 
soju (45% proof), produced in the lovely 
southeastern town of Andong, but you can 
find locally produced specialty beverages in 
virtually every region of Korea.

S e a w e e d : A favorite of Japanese travelers, 
you can buy gim  (dried seaweed) or which 
you buy cheaper in Korea than in most other 
places. Seoul’s Namdaemun Market and, of 
course, Busan’s sprawling seafood district 
around Jagalchi Market are good places to 
purchase gim, although you can find it in 
just about any supermarket.

E le c tro n ic s : Koreans love their gadgets, 
and Korea produces some of the world’s 
highest quality consumer electronics. Seoul 
is the best place for electronics shopping: 
the places to pick up gadgets are the better 
structured but pricier Techno Mart, and the 
bustling and cheaper Yongsan Electronics 
Market.
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S hops and  M arkets

D u ty - F re e  S h o p s
N a tu ra lly , Seoul has the m ost d u ty -fre e  
shops, a lthough Busan has a couple, and 

Jeju has one (at the Lotte H otel in Jungmun 
Resort). Popular duty-free shops include the 

ones at Shilla H ote l and Lotte ’s tw o  m ajor 
ho te ls  in  Seoul, the one at the Sheraton 

W a ke rh ill H o te l, D ongw ha D u ty  Free in  
G w a n g h w a m u n  an d  A K  D u ty  Free at 

In ch e o n  In te rn a t io n a l A ir p o r t ,  G im p o  
A irp o rt and CO EX. I f  you ’re in Busan, try  
Paradise H o te l’s D uty Free and Lotte D u ty  

Free in  Haeundae.

D e p a r t m e n t  S to r e s
Seoul has the largest number o f department 
stores in Korea, but Busan also has some 

m a jo r de p a rtm e n t s to res, in c lu d in g  the 
massive Shinsegae Centum City, designated 

the w o rld ’s largest department store by the 
Guinness Book o f  W orld  Records. Popular 

Korean departm ent chains include Lo tte , 
Shinsegae, H yunda i and G alleria. Galleria 
in  Seoul’s A pgu jeong-dong is p a rticu la r ly  

w e ll-know n fo r its luxury brands.

S h o p p in g  M a l l s
Seoul is hom e to  several la rge  m a lls  o r 
shopping centers, inc lud ing  the enormous 
C O E X  M a ll (w w w .coex.co .kr), one o f the 

largest shopping malls in Asia; Lotte W orld, 
a v irtu a l c ity  on to  itself; the g ian t fashion 
shopping centers o f Dongdaemun M arke t; 

Yongsan S ta tio n ’s I ’ Park M a ll ;  and the 
re c e n tly  opened T im es  Square M a ll  in  
Yeongdeungpo. C O E X , in  pa rticu la r, is a 
site to  behold, w ith  its countless shops and 

restaurants, movie theaters, kim chi museum 
and aquarium. These are places you could 
spend a ll day, and many do.

fiS l
S h o p p in g  Etiq u ette

Many markets and street vendor stalls 
in Seoul do not have displayed prices.
It’s a good idea to get an idea of price 
ranges before you venture into the 
markets, so that you have a general idea 
of appropriate prices. Shopkeepers vary 
between quoting a severely inflated 
price and a lightly inflated one. While 
you can generally expect to bargain 
down approximately 10 to 20% from the 
stated price, the best way of 
determining the lowest price is simply 
walking away. Away from the markets, 
however, most other shops-induding 
department stores—operate on a fixed- 
price basis. Bargaining will get you 
nothing but, at best, funny stares.

In  addition to these urban malls, there are 
tw o  o u tle t m a lls  in  the  suburbs a round  

Seoul. Yeoju Premium Outle t, just south o f 
Seoul, is an American-style outlet mall w ith  
big discounts on major luxury brand goods. 

A fte r opening in 2007, this mall has done so 
well that a second outlet mall, Paju Premium 

O u tle t, was opened just no rth  o f Seoul in 
2 0 1 1 . The Paju o u tle t focuses m ore  on 
casual brands, but still has its fa ir share o f 

high-end brands, too. Being suburban outlet 
malls, these malls are usually frequented by 

those w ith  the ir ow n cars, although public 
tra nspo rta tio n  is also available: see w w w . 
p re m iu m o u tle ts .c o .k r  (K o re a n /E n g lis h / 

Ja p a n e se /C h in e se ) fo r  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  
in fo rm ation. Lotte recently opened its own 
outlet next to Paju Premium Outlet

L u x u r y  B o u t iq u e s
The Apgujeong-dong area o f Seoul is fu ll o f 

lu x u ry  boutiques, p a r tic u la r ly  a lon g  the 
n o to r io u s ly  posh “ Rodeo D r iv e ,”  w here 
y o u ’ l l  f in d  P ra d a , G u c c i,  D o lc e  &  

G a b b a n a , H u g o  Boss, A rm a n i,  L o u is

http://www.coex.co.kr


Dongdaemun Market at night

V u itto n , J im m y C hoo  and a ll y o u r o th e r 

favorite luxury  brands.
A  va ria tion  on a theme is the so-called 

“ m u lti-shop,”  o f  w hich you ’ ll  f in d  several 

in  A p g u je o n g -d o n g , to o . T hese  c h ic ,  
a rtis tica lly  designed shops house m u ltip le  
luxury brands under one roof.

O u t d o o r  M a r k e t s
Every tow n, regardless o f how small, has a 
market. Depending on the tow n , these can 

be co lo rfu l, live ly  places where you ’ ll  find  
merchants— often o lder women— haw king  

all sorts o f foodstuffs, cloth ing, sundries and 
o th e r goods. T ra d itio n a lly , m arkets were 
held every five days, and some tow ns and 
localities still keep to  this schedule. In many 

other places, however, outdoor markets are 
held every day, o r something close to it.

In  the bigger ou tdoo r m arkets, you can 

find almost anything under the sun. This is 
e s p e c ia l ly  so a t  S e o u l ’ s s p r a w l in g



Namdaemun M arket, the largest and most 

fam ous o u td o o r m a rke t in  K orea . Some 
larger ou tdoor markets are more specialized. 

A  typ ica l example w ould  be Dongdaemun 
M arke t in Seoul, a massive shopping center 
specializing in fashion and textiles.

O u tdoo r markets usually have the lowest 
prices, but product qua lity can be iffy — be 
sure to  examine w hat you w an t to  buy well 
be fore ha nd ing  o ve r y o u r money. D o n ’t  

expect refunds, either. Unlike a t department 
stores, haggling is not on ly  perm itted at an 

o u td o o r m arket, i t ’s a lm ost requ ired  (see 
TIPS on p695). Even in o u tdoo r m arkets, 
how e ve r, the re  are m erchan ts  w h o  run  
fixed-price establishments. Be sure to  bring 

Korean currency, too— m ost merchants in 
ou tdoor markets don’t  take credit cards.

Markets are often home to  o r surrounded 

by cheap Korean traditiona l restaurants and 
food stalls, so they make good places to  eat 

on the cheap, too.
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S u p e r m a r k e t s
O v e r  th e  la s t  d e c a d e , la rg e - s c a le  

superm arke t chains like  E -M a rt, Costco, 
H om e Plus and Lotte M a rt have become a 

p a r t  o f  K o re a n  d a ily  l i fe ,  m uch to  the 
chagrin  o f  merchants at o u tdoo r markets 
and local mom-and-pop grocery stores. You 

can f in d  branches o f  these cha ins in  a ll 
large and m edium -sized Korean cities. If 
you ’ re buying in  bu lk , these are convenient 

and (re la tive ly ) cheap places to  shop fo r 
groceries, a lthough Costco requires a low  

yea rly  fee. N ow adays, yo u ’ l l  a lso f in d  a 
w ide-range o f fore ign food products tha t 

are hard to  find elsewhere, includ ing wines 
and cheeses.

C o n v e n ie n c e  S to r e s  &  H o le - in -  
t h e - W a l l  S h o p s
N o  tow n , no matter how small, is w ithou t 
a convenience store or, at the very least, a 

fa m ily - ru n  h o le -in - th e -w a ll shop. These 
shops are convenient places fo r the traveler 
t o  s to c k  u p  o n  s u n d r ie s ,  in c lu d in g  
beverages, bread, noodles and other basic 
life-sustaining supplies.

K o re a  is hom e to  several fo re ig n  and 

d o m e s t ic  c o n v e n ie n c e  s to re  c h a in s ,  
in c lu d in g  7 - E le v e n ,  B u y  th e  W a y ,

Fam ilyM art and GS 25. M any convenience 

s tores have cou n te rs  w here  you  can eat 
food purchased at the shop, such as gimbap  

( r ic e  ro lls ) ,  sa tngak g im b a p  ( “ tr ia n g le  

g im b ap ,”  triangu la r rice balls w rapped in 

seaweed), and instant noodles. Accordingly, 
i f  you ’ re on the road and need someplace to  

f i l l  up qu ick ly  and cheaply, a convenience 
store is a good bet.

F a m ily -ru n  h o le -in -th e -w a ll shops are, 
likew ise , good places to  buy m ilk ,  soda, 

instant coffee, cigarettes and other groceries. 
A lm ost a ll neighborhoods have them, and 

some even offer discounts to  o r run tabs for 
regular customers. They are often s ligh tly  

cheaper than convenience stores but, unlike 
convenience stores, many ho le -in-the-w a ll 
shops don’t  accept credit cards.

g S S

Taxes and Refunds of VAT
Foreign visitors can get a partial refund 
on the 10% VAT from Global Refund (02- 
776-2170 or www.globalrefund.com) and 
Korea Refund (02-537-1755). If you 
spend more than 30,000 or 50,000 won 
at a participating retailer, you can show 
your passport and request a special 
sales receipt, which can be redeemed for 
a refund when departing the country at 
Incheon International Airport. Just go to 
a Customs Declaration Desk (located 
near check-in counters D and J) prior to 
checking in your luggage, so that the 
customs officer can verify the items that 
you purchased in order to stamp your 
receipt. After passing through 
immigration, show the stamped receipts 
to the appropriate refund desk located 
next to the duty-free shops to receive a 
won refund in the form of cash or 
cheque. Refunds generally range from 
5% to 7%.

http://www.globalrefund.com


Ba s i c  Ko r e a n

As in  any fo re ign country, any and a ll 

e ffo r ts  to  speak the lo ca l language—  
K o re a n ,  in  th is  ca s e — a re  h ig h ly  

a p p re c ia te d  and m ay so m e tim e s  be 
necessary.

Hangeul is a phonetic w ritin g  system 

crea ted  in  1446 by the  revered  K in g  
Sejong the G reat (see next page). The 

alphabet is comprised o f 14 consonants 

and  10 vo w e ls , and each co n so n a n t 
mim ics the placement o f the tongue and 

lips when the sound is created.
The R om anization o f hangeul varies 

de pe n d in g  on w h ic h  system  is used, 
a l th o u g h  th e  K o re a n  g o v e rn m e n t  
re leased th e  R evised R o m a n iz a tio n  

system in  2000 as the o ff ic ia l Korean 
language Romanization system. Revised 

Romanization does no t include any non- 
alphabetic symbols, w hich sim plifies and 
standardizes Romanization o f  Korean.

K o re a n s  p la c e  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  
e m p h a s is  o n  re s p e c t  a n d  s o c ia l  
h ie ra rc h y , and  the  K o re a n  language 
reflects th is . Korean includes d iffe re n t 

leve ls  o f  speech, d e p e n d in g  on  the  
re la tio n sh ip  between the speaker and 
listener, th e ir  level o f  fa m ilia r ity  w ith  

one anothe r, the se ttin g , and the  age 
d iffe re n ce . The phrases lis te d  on the 
fo llo w in g  pages use the h o n o rific  from  

o f speech.

S ta tu e  o f  K in g  S e jo n g  th e  G re a t, D e o k s u g u n g  P a la c e



K in g  S ejong  th e  Great  &  th e  Ha n g e u l  A lp h a b e t

Ask a Korean who Korea’s greatest king was, and he or she is almost certain to answer 
“ King Sejong the Great.”  This remarkable 15th century monarch—one o f only two 
Korean kings to earn the appellation “ the Great” —was one o f the most enlightened 
rulers of his age, a scholar-king whose interests extended far beyond politics into 
science and culture.

King Sejong, who ruled from 1418 to 1450, was the fourth king of the Joseon era. The 
third son o f the energetic King Taejong, he proved an excellent student and managed 
to win his father’s favor. He was fortunate enough, too, to have elder brothers who, far 
from feeling threatened, actually conspired to  have him put on the throne—both got 
themselves banished from the court, w ith one becoming a wandering traveler while 
the other became a Buddhist monk.

Upon assuming the throne, Sejong put his leadership skills to immediate work, 
launching military campaigns against Japanese pirates to the south and Manchurian 
raiders to the north. A tremendous patron o f the sciences, he oversaw the development 
o f a number o f key publications and technologies, including agricultural handbooks, 
weather instruments (including the world’s first rain gauge) and a water clock.

King Sejong’s greatest accomplishment, however, was overseeing the creation of 
Korea’s ingenious indigenous w riting system, the hangeul alphabet. Prior to the 
creation o f the alphabet, Chinese characters were used for written communication, 
which lim ited literacy to only a small, educated elite. Since Korean is completely 
different from Chinese in terms o f its grammar, this also posed difficulties in properly 
putting the language to paper. To rectify this, the king put together a committee to 
create a scientific but easy-to-learn alphabet that could better express the sounds of 
the Korean language. The result, promulgated in 1446, was a 28-letter a lp h a b e t- 
consonants were designed to reflect the position of the lips, tongue and throat during 
pronunciation, while the vowels reflected Korea’s traditional yin-yang cosmology. 
Originally called Hunminjeongeum (“ Proper Sounds for the Instruction o f the People"), 
the alphabet is today known—at least in South Korea—as hangeul, or “ Korean 
letters."

Conservative aristocrats were not immediately impressed. Yet, as time passed, the 
use o f the alphabet flourished, and in 1894, it was adopted for use in official 
documents. In 1896, the first hangeul newspaper was published. The current alphabet 
and spelling rules were largely finalized in 1933, although North and South Korea 
would carry out separate smaller reforms: the latest South Korean spelling reform was 
promulgated in 1988.

Today’s hangeul alphabet has 24 le tters—14 consonants and 10 vowels. When it was 
first promulgated in 1446, the accompanying explanatory guide said a smart man 
could learn it in a morning, while even a dumb man could pick it up in 10 days. This is 
probably about righ t—the alphabet is so simple, you can pick it up with relatively little 
effort. And for travelers, it IS worth putting in the time to learn—you’ll be able to 
recognize place names, menu items and other pieces of helpful information.
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U s e f u l  Ex p r e s s i o n s

Greetings

Hello. A n n ye o n g  h a s im n ikka ?  /  A n n ye o n g  haseyo.

Goodbye. A n n ye o n g h i ga seyo  (if th e  lis te n e r is  leav in g ) /  

A n n ye o n g h i g ye seyo  (if th e  lis te n e r is  s ta y in g ). 

7 И 1 -&  /  7l|4 |

W hat’s your name? Ire u m i m oeyo?  

o lt -o ]  ^о Ц Д ?

M y name is... J e  ire u m e u n  ...im n ida .

4  ° l l - 8 r  . . .°d 4 4 - .

Where are you from? E o d ie se o  o sh e o sse u m n ikka ?

I ’m from... J e o n e u n ______ -e s e o  w asseoyo.

Nice to meet you. M a n n a se o  b a n g a p se u m n id a .

Basic Terms

Yes. Ne/Ye. Щ/аЦ.

No. A hn iyo . 0 1"Ч-Й-.

Please...
(always attached to 
the end o f a request)

...H a e juseyo . . . .в Ц ^ л Ц я ,

Thank you. G a m s a  h a m n ida .

You’re welcome. C heo n m a n e yo .

Excuse me. S illye  h a m n ida .

Sorry. J w o e s o n g  h a m n ida .
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How to Ask for Directions

Excuse me. S illye  h a m n ida .

Where is...? ...e od ie  isseoyo? . . . Ч Ч Ч !  а Н - й - ?

I ’m looking for a... ...re u l/e u l c h a tg o  isseoyo.

Question Words

Who? N ugu  seyo?

W hat is this? Igeo  m oyeyo? ° H 1 У -Н 1Я ?

When? E on jeyo? ул-цд?

Where? E od ieyo? ч ч ч ш ?

How? E o tte okeyo? Ч М -fi-?

H ow  much is this? Igeo  e o lm a  eyo?

o ]7 l ^ п ) -о ] ]Д 7

Please lower the price. Jo g e u m  kka kka  juseyo .

That’s too expensive. N eom u b issayo.

Please give me one. H ana juseyo .

Please give me a different one. D are un  ge o  h a n a  juseyo . 

4 #  4 W  ^ 1 Д .

Do you have any other colors? D are un  sae kka l iseu  seyo? 

Ч--Е- ^ A j j S . ?

Please give me a larger size. D eo keun sa ijeu  juseyo . 

cj e  л1-01— т л1Ш.

Please give me a smaller size. D eo ja g e u n  sa ije u  juseyo . 

4 ^  ^гЧЯ-.

Please give me a receipt. Y eongsu jeung  juseyo .
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Numbers and Shopping

Two numerical systems are used in Korea— Sino-Korean, or numbers based on 
Chinese characters, and native Korean. The tw o  number systems are used in 
d iffe re n t s itua tions. For exam ple, S ino-Korean num erals are used when 
counting money, while native Korean numbers are used for te lling a person’s 
age.

Sino-Korean | Native Korean

0 «sz-s- yeong / gong - -

1 il 4 4 hana
2 °1 i # dul
3 sam Я set

4 4 sa Я net
5 5L 0 4 4 daseot
6 4 yuk 4 4 yeoseot
7 s chil 4 4 ilgop
8 i f pal 4 i 3 yeodeol
9 4 gu 4 4 ahop
10 sip 4 yeol
11 у  и sibil 4  4 4 yeol hana
12 sibi 4  # yeol dul
13 4 4 sipsam 4  Я yeol set
14 4 4 sipsa 4  У! yeol net
15 4 5 . sibo 4  4 4 yeol daseot
16 4 4 simnyuk 4  4 4 yeol yeoseot
17 4 4 sipchil 4  4 -3 - yeol ilgop
18 4 4 sippal 4  4 i i yeol yeodeol
19 4 4 sipgu 4  4 4 yeol ahop
20 °1 4 isip —■It" seumul
30 4 4 samsip 4 -E seoreun
40 4 4 sasip 4 4 maheun
50 5 .4 osip 4 swin
60 4 4 yuksip ° i i£ yesun
70 4 4 chilsip 4 4 ilheun
80 4 4 palsip 4 4 yeodeun
90 4 4 gusip aheun
100 baek 4 on

1,000 4 cheon jeumeun
10,000 4 man deumeon

100,000,000 eok 4 - - ..... & ----------1
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Accommodations

I ’m looking for a . . . .

... ch a tg o  isseoyo . . . .  S H A .

•  guesthouse /  yeo gw an

•  h o te l /  ho te l

•  y o u th  hoste l /  yu se u  hoseu te l

Do you have any rooms available?
jig e u m  ba ng  isseoyo ?  x ]-^ - tg-

I ’d like a...
...ju seyo . . . .  # a-)]a .

•  bed /c h im d a e

•  shared ro o m  /  g a ch i s se u n e u n  ba ng  u>

•  W este rn -s ty le  ro o m  /  c h im d a e  ba ng  ‘g-

•  K o re a n -s ty le  ro o m  /  o n d o l ba ng  #1 1 - ‘g-

•  ro o m  w ith  a b a th ro o m  /  yo ks il inne un  ba ng  # #  5 1 #  *g-

H ow  much is it...?
... eo lm ayeyo ?  . . .  <§n}-o l]A?

•  p e r n ig h t /  h a ru t ba m  s j-g -tij-

•  p e r pe rson  /  han  sa ra m  л !%"

Days of the Week

•  S und ay  iryo il H A S J  •  M o n d a y  w e o ryo il

•  Tuesday hw ayo il •  W ednesday suyo il

•  T h u rs d a y  m ogyo il •  F r id a y  ge um yo il

•  S a tu rd a y  toyo il В - А Ц

Directions

• N o rth  bukjjok •  South namjjok
•  East dongjjok • West seojjok A -js
•  Left woenjjok s i #  • R ight oreunjjok -2 .# #
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When Driving or Giving Directions

•  Go straight jikjin
•  Turn left jwahoejeon
•  Turn right uhoejeon - т - ^ У

Transportation

Please take me to...
...e  ga ju seyo . ...о ]]

H ow  can I get to...?
...e  e o tte o k k e  gayo? 7b & ?

W hat time does the ... leave/arrive?
... e o n je  tte o n a yo /d o ch a kh a e yo ?

. . .  < y a |1

a irpo rt bus g o n g h a n g  b e o se u  4 —

ferry boat yeo ga e kse o n

bus beoseu o j—

city  bus s inae  beoseu Л1Ч1 t i j ^

tra in g icha 7lx)-

subway jih a ch e o l x ls i - l

airplane b ihaengg i t i l ^ 7 l

I want to go to...
...e  g a g o  s ip s e u m n id a . . . .o f l 7 } j l  -У -н -Ч Й ".

•  th e  f ir s t  /  c h e o t ^

•  th e  last /  m a jim ak

•  bus s to p  /  b e o se u  je o n g n yu ja n g  4 —

•  su b w a y  s ta t io n  / j ih a c h e o l yeok

•  t ra in  s ta t io n  /  g ich a  y e o k  7 l x ) - ^

•  t ic k e t  v e n d in g  m a ch ine  /  pyo ja p a n g i Д . A)-nt7 l

•  t im e ta b le  /  s ig a n p yo  л ]^> Д .
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Food

•  b re a k fa s t a c h im  oj-^J •  lu n c h  je o m s im

•  dinner je o n y e o k  •  snack g a n s ik

•  ea t m e o g e o yo  •  d r in k  m a syeoyo

Can you recommend a...?
..ch u ch e o n  hae  ju s illa e yo ?  . . . ^ ^ 1  Щ  ^ у г Ц Я . ?

•  b a r/p u b  s u l jip  Ф

•  cafe  k k a p e /ke o p isyo p  т ^ в Ц /^ л !^ -

•  re s ta u ra n t s ikdan g

Ordering Food

I w ould l ik e  , please.
 juseyo .

Please give me more water.
M ul de o  juseyo .

Please ring up the bill.
G yesan  h a e  juseyo .

Emergencies

Help! 

I ’m lost. 

Leave me alone! 
Call...!

D ow a ju se yo ! £ .sb^A j|_Q .;

G ire u l ireosseoyo . z)-§-

Jo m  n a e b e o rye o  d u seyo ! #  -^лц_&!

...b u lle o ju s e y o ! . . . - i - s j

•  a doctor /  u isa  ^ jA j-

•  the police /  g ye o n g ch a l

•  an ambulance /  g u g e u p ch a

___

№  8Ц̂ >М1Я.
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L a n g u a g e  P r o g r a m s

O p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  le a rn in g  K o re an  are 

numerous in the country. The most rigorous 
programs are offered by universities, which 

have 5-day-a-week programs w ith  a policy 
requiring attendance in order to  advance to 

th e  n e x t le v e l.  P ro g ra m s  o f  v a r y in g  
intensities exist, however, includ ing evening 

classes and weekend classes.

U n iv e r s i t y  C la s s e s
University classes are the most intensive and 

usually the most effective, bu t are also the 
most rigorous and time-consuming. Sogang 
U n iv e rs ity  is recogn ize d  fo r  its  s tro n g  

emphasis on spoken Korean. The Yonsei, 
Seoul N a t io n a l U n iv e rs ity ,  and  E w ha 

W om ans U n iv e rs ity  p ro g ra m s  are w e ll-  
known and extremely popular. They tend to 

emphasize written Korean, but build a strong 
base for learning the Korean language.

•  Sogang University: Korean Language 
Education Center 
(£> 0 2 - 7 0 5 - 8 0 8 8  6  h t tp : / / k le c . s o g a n g .a c .k r  

•  Yonsei University: Korean Language 
Institute 
(£ > 0 2 -2 1 2 3 - 8 5 5 0  g) w w w .y s k l i . c o m  

•  Seoul National University: Korean 
Language Education Center 
(£) 0 2 - 8 8 0 - 5 4 8 3  6  h t tp : / / le i . s n u .a c .k r

•  Ewha Womans University: Ewha 
Language Center
(£) 0 2 - 3 2 7 7 - 3 6 8 2 - 3  6  h t tp : / / e lc .e w h a .a c .k r

P r iv a te  L a n g u a g e  A c a d e m ie s
P riva te  academies are also a va ila b le  fo r  
learning Korean. Language academies are 
s ig n i f ic a n t ly  ch e a p e r th a n  u n iv e rs ity  
p ro g ra m s , and ten d  to  be m u ch  m o re  

flexible. However, the qua lity  o f instruction 
varies w idely between academies, so be sure 

to  observe a class before enrolling.

F re e  L a n g u a g e  P r o g r a m s
Free Korean language classes are available 
f r o m  a fe w  c iv ic  o r g a n iz a t io n s  and 

volunteer groups, pa rticu la rly  fo r people in 
the m igrant w orke r population.

•  Korea Foundation Cultural Center:
Classes are offered once a week on either 
Monday, Wednesday or Friday from 4 to 6 
pm or 7 to 9 pm. 
®  0 2 - 2 0 4 6 - 8 5 0 0  6  w w w .k fc e n te r .o r .k r

•  Seoul G lobal Center: Classes meet 
twice a week.
(£) 0 2 - 2 0 7 5 -4 1 3 0  g) h ttp : / /g lo b a l.s e o u l.g o .k r

Basic Grammar Skills

.ctotsati

http://klec.sogang.ac.kr
http://www.yskli.com
http://lei.snu.ac.kr
http://elc.ewha.ac.kr
http://www.kfcenter.or.kr
http://global.seoul.go.kr


P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s

Korean Performing  A rts 

Music
L ik e  m o s t so c ie tie s , K o re a  has a lo n g  

m u s ica l t r a d i t io n ,  best rep rese n ted  by 
so -ca lled  gu gak  ( “ n a tio n a l m u s ic ” ). In  

recent years, however, i t ’s popular music o f 

Western form s such as rock, pop and hip- 
hop th a t is do m ina tin g  the a irw ays. And 

n o t ju s t  K o re a ’s a irw a y s , m in d  y o u —  
K o re a n  p o p  m u s ic  is g a in in g  a huge 

fo llow in g  w orldw ide.

Gugak

G ugak  ( “ N a tio n a l M u s ic ” ), o r  K orean  

t ra d it io n a l m u s ic , is q u ite  d ive rse  and 

includes both vocal and instrumental music. 

Some fo rm s  o f  gu gak  are d e rived  fro m  

Chinese m usica l fo rm s , w h ile  o thers are 
native Korean forms.

B ro a d ly  speaking , K orean  tra d it io n a l 

m usic  can be d iv id e d  in to  c o u r t m us ic , 
chamber music and fo lk  music. Aak (court 

music) was the music tha t accompanied the 
im portan t royal rites o f the Joseon era. This 

is ra re ly  p e r fo rm e d  to d a y  e x c e p t by 
specia lized organs such as the N a tio n a l 

G ugak C enter o r a t ra re  events lik e  the 
Jongm yo Jerye. jeongak  (chamber music) 
w a s  th e  m u s ic  t h a t  a c c o m p a n ie d  

a r is to c ra t ic  banque ts  and pa rtie s . F o lk  
music, meanwhile, consisted o f fo lk  songs 

and other musical form s fo r the masses.
W ith  the in troduction  o f Western musical

fo rm s , K o re a n  t r a d i t io n a l  m u s ic  has 
suffered from  a general lack o f interest, but 

has n e v e r th e le s s  s u r v iv e d .  K o re a n  
t r a d i t io n a l  m u s ic ia n s  have a lso  been 
experim enting, breaking fro m  set musical 

fo r m s  to  c re a te  n e w  w o r k s .  S om e 

musicians, meanwhile, are merging Korean 

and Western fo rm  to  create “ fusion”  music.

Korean T rad itiona l M usica l Instrum ents

•  Gayageum: A 12-string zither, 
frequently used as both a solo 
instrument and as accompaniment for 
vocal pieces.

•  Geomungo: A 6-string zither.
• Daegeum: A bamboo transverse flute 
with a beautiful, breathy tone.

•  P iri: A double-reed wind instrument 
that sounds similar to an oboe.

•  Haegeum: A Korean fiddle with silk 
strings.

Pansori

Thanks in large part to  d irector Im  Kwon- 
ta e k ’s 1993 c lass ic  f i lm  S o p yo n je , the 
Korean a rt o f lyrica l storyte lling know n as 

pa n so ri has become one o f  K o re a ’s best 
know n trad itiona l perform ing arts.

O ften compared to the blues trad ition  o f 
the United States, pansori is an extremely 
sou lfu l way o f singing. I t  involves a single 

voca lis t accompanied by a drum m er. The 
singer carries a fo ld in g  fan to  punctuate 

movements and announce scene changes. 

The pansori repertoire in itia lly  consisted o f
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12 tales, b u t on ly  five rem ain today. The 
five include some o f Korea’s best loved fo lk  

tales, inc lud ing the beautifu l love story o f 
C hunhyang and the m oving  ta le  o f  f i l ia l 
piety, Simcheong.

It ’s said that to  be a real pansori master, 
you need to  firs t embody the feeling o f han, 

a sense o f b itterness and loss th a t m any 
Koreans w ill te ll you is a uniquely Korean 

em otion. By all means, watch Sopyonje to 
get a better understanding o f both pansori 

and han.

Pop Music

Korean pop m usic’s h is to ry  goes back to  

the 1930s, w hen K orean  singers began 

p e r fo rm in g  Japanese m u s ica l fo rm s —  
so-called “ tro t”  music, s im ilar to  Japanese 
enka  m usic , has its  ro o ts  in  th is  pe riod . 

A fte r independence, US pop music began 
in filtra tin g  the coun try  through the many 

US m ilita ry  bases around the country. Some 
o f  the  e a rly  names in  K orean  p o p , fo r  
instance, learned the ir cra ft in the clubs in 

fro n t o f  US bases.
Since the 1990s, the most popular forms 

o f music in Korea have included rap, pop, 

R & B , h ip -hop  and rock. In recent years, 

boy and g irl bands have grow n popular. A 

couple o f big names are:

• Rain: Born Jeong Ji-hoon, Rain has been 

dazzling crowds w ith  his smooth dancing 

and R & B  tunes. H e ’s a lso  m oved in to  

acting, appearing in H o llyw ood  film s such 
as Speed Racer and N in ja  Assassin.

•  BoA : Th is  female singer, in fluenced by 
A m erican  h ip -h o p  and R & B , is a c tu a lly  
even more popular in  Japan than she is in 
Korea. Trained fo r stardom from  a young 

age, she has used her language skills— she 

speaks Korean, Japanese, English and some 

C h inese— to  go od  use in  w in n in g  fans 

throughout Asia. She has recently attempted 

to  break in to  the US music industry w ith  her

debut English album, BoA.

• G irls ’ Generation: Also know n as SNSD 
(an a b b re v ia tio n  o f  th e ir  K orean name, 

Sonyeo Sidae), G irls ’ Generation is a nine- 
member dance-pop g irl band that, as o f the 

w rit in g  o f th is book, m igh t be the hottest 

g ro u p  in  K o re a — a c c o rd in g  to  G a llu p  

K o re a , th e y ’ ve been the  m o s t p o p u la r  
singers in  Korea fo r three years stra igh t. 

They’ re getting noticed overseas, too, w ith  
a re c e n t a p p e a ra n c e  on  th e  “ D a v id  
L e tte rm a n  S h o w " in  the U n ite d  States. 

They’ re omnipresent in advertisements and 
commercials, too.

• Super Jun io r: A t one tim e 13 members 
strong, boy band Super Jun io r has been the 

best se lling  К -p op  g roup  fo r  three years 

straight. W hat’s more, the ir success in areas 
ou ts ide  o f  m usic, in c lu d in g  ac tin g , have 

inspired am bitious music producers to  train 

the ir artists in a variety o f arts, too.

•  W onder G irls : A ll five members o f  this 

h ig h ly  p o p u la r g ir l  g ro u p  w ere selected 
th ro u g h  a u d it io n s .  H u g e  c o m m e rc ia l 
successes in Korea, they’ve managed to  get 

on  the  ra d a r in  the  U n ite d  S tates, to o , 
where the ir 2009 dance-pop h it “ N obody”  

became the first song by a Korean artist to  
make the B illboard chart.

•  2 P M : T h is  s ix -m e m b e r boy band has 

legions o f fans in both Korea and overseas, 

especially Japan, where the ir single “ Take 

O f f ”  reached N o . 1 in  the cha rts . T h e ir 

dance acts are particu larly impressive.
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• B ig  Bang: F ive-m em ber boy g roup  Big 

B a n g  is  k n o w n  ju s t  as m u c h  fo r  i ts  
f la m b o y a n t fa sh io n  tas te  as its  m u s ic . 

T h e y ’ ve been w i ld ly  successful b o th  in 
Korea and Japan, and even managed to  w in  

Best W o r ld w id e  A c t a t the 2011 M T V  

Europe M usic Awards.

•  2N E 1: The fo u r members o f  g ir l g roup 

2N E1 have an edgier, “ p u n k ie r”  lo o k . I f  
you  lik e  h ip -h o p  and g o th , th is  is y o u r 

g roup . In it ia lly  lin ked  to  “ Big Bang,”  to 
w hom  they are sometimes likened.

Dance
Koreans are a dancing people. Dance was 

trad itiona lly  used in  both palace ceremonies 
and by the com m on people as a w ay  o f 

sa tir iz ing  the n a tio n ’s social elites. I t  also 
f e a t u r e d  p r o m in e n t l y  in  s h a m a n  

ceremonies. Nowadays, i t ’s mostly done fo r 
fun , a lthough Korea has also produced a 
number o f  noted ballerinas, choreographers

and modern dancers. M ost notably, Korean 

crew s have fea tu red  p ro m in e n tly  in  the 

w o rld  o f B-boying, better know n to  those 
w ho grew up in  the 1980s as breakdancing.

T rad itiona l Dance

• C o u r t  D ance : K o re a n  c o u r t  dances, 

trad itiona lly  performed at state functions in 
the  Joseon era , w ere  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  

form s, Chinese-derived dances and natively 
deve loped ones. T h e  dances w ere  o fte n

Ko r e a n  T r a d it io n a l  Da n c e s

S e u n g m u : (“ Monk Dance"): Reportedly 
developed by Buddhist monks, this dance 
was further developed by Korea’s gisaeng, 
or female entertainers. Performed in long, 
flowing robes, it is considered one of the 
most beautiful Korean dances.

T a e p y e o n g m u  (“ Great Peace Dance"): 
The origin of this dance for peace is 
unknown, but it was developed into a folk 
dance in the early 20th century. It is 
performed by dancers wearing attire 
similar to that of Korea’s kings and queens.

Talchum  (“ Mask Dance"): As the name 
would suggest, this dance was performed 
while wearing masks. The masks represent 
different social figures—corrupt 
aristocrats, lecherous monks, etc. These 
dances were performed by commoners to

lampoon Korea’s high-handed aristocracy. 
The Andong International Mask Dance 
Festival, held in the southeastern city of 
Andong every autumn, is probably the best 
time to see this form of dance.

G anggangsu llae : Traditionally 
performed by a circle of honbok-clad 
women for the Chuseok holiday, this dance 
was offered as a prayer for a good harvest.

Buchaechum : (“ Fan Dance”): Despite 
being a relatively modern creation, this 
dance—a development of earlier shaman 
and court dances—is one of the more 
commonly performed dances at traditional 
folk dance shows. The dancers use their 
fans to create images of flowers, 
butterflies and more.



720 S e o u l  S e l e c t io n  G u id e s : KOREA

perfo rm ed by large num bers o f  specia lly 
t ra in e d  da n ce rs . S ince  th e  end o f  the  

m onarchy, these dances have ra re ly  been 
performed, a lthough specialized organs like 
th e  N a t io n a l G u g a k  C e n te r kee p  the  
tra d ition  alive.

•  F o lk  D a n c e s : K o re a n  f o lk  d a n ce s , 
t r a d i t io n a l ly  p e r fo rm e d  b y  fa rm e rs ,  
Buddhist m onks, shamans and other non

ro ya l types, were pe rfo rm ed  fo r  va rious  

social and re lig ious functions. Some, like  
the talchum  ( “ mask dance” ), also served as 
means o f expression, ways fo r the masses to  
c ritic ize the co rru p tio n  and absurdities o f

the Joseon D ynasty ’s p o lit ic a l and social 

elites.
*  Places to  see Korean tra d it io n a l dance 

inc lud e  the N a tio n a l G ugak C enter (see 

p l5 3 )  and Chongdong Theater (see p76).

M odern Dance

Western dance form s firs t came to  Korea 
du ring  the colon ia l period. Today, modern 

dance and ballet have healthy fo llow ings in 
Korea, w h ile  Korean dancers like  Stuttgart 

Ballet principa l dancer Kang Sue Jin bring 
the ir talents to  a global audience.

•  B -B o y : W hile  its roots may be found in 

the streets and clubs o f the South Bronx o f 
the 1970s, B -boying a .k.a. B reakdancing 

has developed a huge fo llo w in g  in  Korea. 
Performed by small groups, o r crews, this 

a c ro b a tic  fo rm  o f  d a n c in g  can be q u ite  
e x h ila ra t in g  to  w a tch . In  re ce n t years, 

K o r e a n  B - b o y  c r e w s  h a v e  d o n e  
e x c e p t io n a l ly  w e l l  in  in t e r n a t io n a l  
c o m p e t i t io n s .  B -b o y  is  an im p o r ta n t  

element in a number o f  Korean non-verbal 
p e r fo rm a n c e s , to o ,  in c lu d in g  “ B -b o y  
K o re a ,”  “ S a c h o o m ,”  “ B a tt le  B -b o y ,”  

“ Ballerina W ho Loves B-Boy”  and more.
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Seoul has a bewildering variety o f museums 
large and small, pub lic  and priva te . They 

ra n g e  f r o m  th e  m a m m o th  N a t io n a l  
M useum  o f  K ore a , p ro b a b ly  the largest 

museum in Asia, to  smaller, q u irk ie r gems 
tu c k e d  a w a y  in  u n e x p e c te d  p la c e s . 
Galleries, meanwhile, are also to be found 

in  abundance, exh ib iting  all form s o f a rt in 
b u ild in g s  th a t a re  o fte n  a rc h ite c tu ra l 

specimens themselves. Here are just a few 
o f the c ity ’s many museums and galleries.

H istory M useum s

I f  there’s one th ing that Korea has a lo t of, 
i t ’s history. From the arriva l o f  the na tion ’s 

earliest m ythical progenitor in  2333 BC to 
the kaleidoscopic sequence o f upheavals in 
the 19th and 2 0 th  centuries, at least one 

museum in Seoul w ill have events covered.

N ational Museum o f Korea

T h e  la rg e s t  s to re h o u s e  o f  a r t i f a c t s  

representing Korean h is to ry  and cu ltu re , 
the N ationa l Museum o f Korea relocated to 
a new fac ility  in  2005. This new site makes 
the N a t io n a l M useum  the s ix th  la rgest 

m useum  in  the w o r ld  in  te rm s o f  f lo o r  
space and the largest in Asia. The museum’s 

collection includes approxim ate ly 150,000 
a rtifac ts , 5 ,000 pieces o f w h ich  com prise 
the  p e rm a n e n t e x h ib i t .  T h e re  a re  s ix  

permanent exh ib ition  galleries: Pre-history

and A nc ien t H is to ry , M ed ieva l and Early 
M odern H istory, Calligraphy and Painting, 

D o n a te d  W o rks , S cu lp tu re  and C ra fts , 
A s ia n  A r ts  and O u td o o r  E x h ib i t io n s .  

Guided tours o f the museum are available 
m u lt ip le  tim es d a ily  in  K orean , E ng lish , 
Chinese, Japanese and sign language.

©  9 am to 6 pm (Tue, Thur, Fri), 9 am to 9 
pm (Wed, Sat), 9 am to 7 pm (Sun, holidays) 
d l Free; special exhibitions ticketed 
separately, g ) Ichon Station, Line 4 or 
Jungang Line, Exit 2 ®  02-2077-9045-7 
6 www.museum.go.kr

N ationa l Palace Museum o f Korea

O ccupying the buildings on the grounds o f 
the Gyeongbokgung Palace th a t fo rm e rly  

held the N a tiona l M useum o f Korea, this 
museum’s large collection o f royal artifacts 
fro m  the Joseon era o ffe rs  a fa sc in a ting  

g lim p se  in to  the lives  o f  the  c o u n t ry ’s 
monarchs and the ir courts.

©  9 am to 6 pm (weekdays), 9 am to 7 pm 
(weekends) Ticket sales stop one hour to 
closing. Closed Mondays d l As of the writing 
of this book, free. However, the museum plans 
to introduce ticketing at a yet-to-be-decided 
date. @ Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3, Exit 
5; Gwanghwamun Station, Line 5, Exit 1 
©  02-3701 -7500 6  www.gogung.go.kr

National Folk Museum o f Korea

The place to  go fo r those interested in  the 
e v o lu tio n  o f  the lives o f  K o rean  people 
since prehistoric times. You can often catch 
fo lk  performances here, too.

http://www.museum.go.kr
http://www.gogung.go.kr
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©  9 am to 6 pm (Mar-Oct), 9 am to 5 pm 
(Nov-Feb), 9 am to 7 pm (Sat, Sun, holidays). 
Ticket sales stop one hour to closing. Closed 
Tuesdays ф  As of the writing of this book, 
free. However, the museum plans to introduce 
ticketing at an as yet-to-be-decided date.
El Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3, Exit 5; 
Anguk Station, Line 3, Exit 1 ©  02-3074-3114 
6 www.nfm.go.kr

The W ar M em oria l o f Korea

A  huge com p lex  o f  in d o o r  and o u td o o r 
e x h ib i t i o n  h a l ls ,  o f f e r in g  a b e t te r  
understanding o f the con flic t tha t le ft such 

huge scars on the Korean peninsula in  the 

early 1950s.
©  9 am to 6 pm. Ticket sales stop one hour to 
closing. Closed Mondays ф  Free 
@ Samgakji Station, Line 4 or 6, Exit 12 
© 02-709-3139 6 www.warmemo.or.kr

Seoul Museum o f H is tory

T he p lace to  go fo r  those w h o  w a n t to  

k n o w  th e  s to r ie s  th a t  l ie  b e h in d  and 
beneath today’s metropolis.
©  Weekdays 9 am to 9 pm; Weekends & 
holidays 9 am to 7 pm (Mar-Oct), 9 am to 6 
pm (Nov-Feb) ^  Free g l Gwanghwamun 
Station, Line 5, Exit 7 ©  02-724-0274 
A http://museum.seoul.kr

Seodaemun Prison H istory Hall

Constructed during the Japanese occupation 
o f  Korea, Seodaemun Prison was used to 
im p r is o n , to r tu re  and exe cu te  K o re an  

nationalist patriots. The prison is generally 
w e ll preserved and is a m oving monument 
do cu m e n tin g  the  h is to ry  o f  the K orean 

independence movement and the exemplary 
ind iv idua ls w ho made incredible sacrifices 
in  the name o f Korean nationalism.

©  9:30 am to 6 pm (Mar-Oct), 9:30 am to 5 
pm (Nov-Feb). Closed Mondays ^  Adults 
1,500 won, Children 500 won ® Dongnimmun 
Station, Line 3, Exits 4 & 5 ©  02-360-8582

Independence Hall o f Korea

Located about an hour outside o f tow n in 

the c ity  o f  C heonan , Independence H a ll 

aims to  educate visitors about the history o f 
the Korean independence movement during 
the Japanese co lon ia l period. Its exh ib its  
focus on e n rich in g  unders tand ing  o f the 

pa trio tism  o f Koreans th roughou t history, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r in g  th e  J a p a n e s e  
o c c u p a t io n .  In d e p e n d e n c e  H a l l  a lso  

in c lu d e s  a R e u n if ic a t io n  M o n u m e n t, a 
P a tr io ts  M e m o r ia l and a C irc le  V is io n  
Theater w ith  a 360-degree screen.

http://www.nfm.go.kr
http://www.warmemo.or.kr
http://museum.seoul.kr
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©  9:30 am to 6 pm (Mar-Oct), 9:30 am to 5 
pm (Nov-Feb). Ticket sales stop one hour to 
closing. Closed Mondays ^  Free ® From 
Cheonan Express Bus Terminal, take Bus 
No. 400 to Independence Hall (about 30 
minutes); From Cheonan Train Station, take 
Bus No. 400 to Independence Hall (about 20 
minutes). © 041-560-0114 
6 www.independence.or.kr

A rt M useum s  &  Galleries

Seoul is a c ity  w ith  a v ib ran t arts culture. 

Besides a num ber o f na tiona lly  sponsored 

museums, the c ity  is replete w ith  boutique 
galleries and art collections.

Seoul Museum o f Art

H oused in  the fo rm e r K orean  Supreme 

C o u rt B u ild ing , SeMA is a con tem porary 
art museum that functions as an im portant 

c u ltu ra l space in  the c ity  o f  Seoul. T h is  
m useum  m akes a c o n c e rte d  e f f o r t  to  
co m b in e  pieces th a t e x e m p lify  cu rre n t 

trends in Korean contemporary a rt w ith  the 
w o rk  o f  fore ign artists w ho  represent the 
modern a rt trends abroad.

©  Weekdays 10 am to 8 pm; Weekends and 
holidays 10 am to 7 pm (Mar-Oct), 10 am to 
6 pm (Nov-Feb). Closed Mondays &  Free 
gl City Hall Station, Line 1, Exit 1 or Line 2, 
Exit 11 or 12 © 02-2124-8800 
6 http://seoulmoa.seoul.go.kr

National Museum of Contemporary Art, Korea

The N a tio n a l M useum  o f  C ontem porary  
A r t  s h o w c a s e s  b o th  K o r e a n  a n d  

in te rn a tio n a l con te m p o ra ry  m odern a rt, 
w ith  the  a im  o f  e d u ca tin g  c itize n s  and 
cu ltiva tin g  a cu ltu ra lly  rich  atmosphere in 

Seoul. E stablished in  1969, the museum 
r a p id ly  e x p a n d e d  to  a c c o m m o d a te

increasing interest and moved to  its present 

lo c a tio n  in  1986. V is ito rs  can trace  the 

d e v e lo p m e n t o f  m o d e rn  K o re a n  a r t ,  
p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the  genres o f  p a in t in g , 
sculpture and crafts.

©  Weekdays 10 am to 6 pm (Mar-Oct), 10 
am to 5 pm (Nov-Feb); Weekends 10 am to 
9 pm (Mar-Oct), 10 am to 8 pm (Nov-Feb). 
Closed Mondays ф  Permanent Exhibition 
Free; Special Exhibitions 3,000 won. 4th 
Saturday of each month free, g) Seoul Grand 
Park Station, Line 4, Exit 4. Take shuttle bus 
(arrives every 20-30 min). ©  02-2188-6000 
6 www.moca.go.kr

National Museum o f Contem porary A r t— 

Deoksugung

The N a tio n a l M useum  o f  C on tem po ra ry  
A r t  w as once housed in  th is  space at 

Deoksugung before the collection expanded 
and was relocated to Gwacheon. A fte r the 

move, this space was transform ed in to  the 
N a tio n a l M useum  o f  A r t ,  se rv ing  as an 

annex space. M any special exh ib itions are 
hosted here.

© 1 0  am to 9 pm. Closed Mondays
Depends on exhibition gl City Hall Station, 

Line 1, Exit 2 or Line 2, Exit 12, or a 20-minute 
walk from Exit 1, 2 or 3 ©  02-2022-0600

http://www.independence.or.kr
http://seoulmoa.seoul.go.kr
http://www.moca.go.kr
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Seoul C a llig raphy A rt M useum —Seoul 

A rts  Center

The w o r ld ’s o n ly  museum de d ica ted  to  
c a llig ra p h y  a lon e , o ffe r in g  e d uca tion  in 

calligraphy and traditional paintings, as well 

as exhibitions.
© 1 1  am to 8 pm (Mar-Oct), 11 am to 7 pm 
(Nov-Feb) ф  Depends on exhibition В Nambu 
Bus Terminal Station, Line 3, Exit 5 . Walk for 
5-10 minutes. © 02-580-1651 6 www.sac.or.kr

Gana A rt Center

An architectural gem o f a gallery situated in 
the beautiful mountainside neighborhood of 

Pyeongchang-dong.
©  10 am to 7 pm &  3,000 won В  Take green bus 
1020 or 1711 from Exit 3, Gyeongbokgung Station, 
Line 3 ©  02-720-1020 6  www.ganaart.com

I n s a - d o n g
Insa-dong, the tra d itio n a l arts and cra fts 
center o f Seoul, is home to  many small art

Ca l l i g r a p h y

As in other parts of Confucian East Asia, 
calligraphy has been a highly respected 
art form in Korea. Using nothing more 
than a brush, paper, ink and an 
inkstone, the calligrapher—who must 
train for decades—seeks balance and 
beauty in his work. Calligraphers have 
traditionally used only Chinese 
characters for their work, although 
recently, more Korean calligraphers and 
designers are experimenting with 
Korean hangeul letters as a basis for 
calligraphy.

galleries. A r t  galleries began to  settle in the 
area in the 1970s and now number around 

70 . G a lle r ie s  d isp la y  the  w o rk  o f  b o th  
p ro fe s s io n a l t ra d it io n a l a r t is ts , whose 

creations are considered intangible cultural 
assets, and amateur artists. A ll w orks can 
be purchased fo r personal collections.

C e r a m i c s

Koreans have been producing cermaics since the 
neolithic age. The golden age of Korean ceramics, 
however, were the Goryeo (918-1392) and Joseon 
(1392-1910) eras, when Korean pottery grew 
famous throughout Asia. Goryeo artisans were 
particularly renowned for their jade-colored 
celadon (cheongja) masterpieces, while Joseon 
potters were known for their white porcelain 
(baekja). So well-respected were Korean ceramic 
artisans that they were highly valued war booty-during  the Japanese invasions of the late 
16th century, Korean potters were often dragged away to Japan, where they contributed 
significantly to Japan’s ceramics industry-so much so, in fact, that in Japan, the invasions 
are sometimes referred to as the “ Pottery War."

Korean pottery, naturally enough, has been influenced by religious and cultural trends 
within society—Joseon ceramics, for instance, are white and simply adorned, a reflection 
of the rustic simplicity favored by the era’s Confucian elites. Even today, Korean potters 
favor a simple, naturalistic aesthetic you can see at the many pottery shops of Insa-dong.

Korean traditional wood-burning kilns can still be found aplenty in countryside towns 
just outside of Seoul like Icheon (see P 2 1 2 ) ,  Gwangju and Yeoju. The pottery villages of 
Icheon, in particular, are good places to pick up quality ceramics at reasonable prices.

http://www.sac.or.kr
http://www.ganaart.com
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B u k c h o n
T h e  B u kch o n  a rea , a n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f 

trad itiona l Korean residential homes, has a 

c u ltu ra lly  rich  and au then tic  atm osphere 
m aking it  an ideal site fo r a rt galleries. This 

u n iq u e  a rea  is h o m e  to  a n u m b e r o f  

tra d itiona l and contemporary a rt galleries, 
most o f them a rt boutiques.

Hakgojae G allery

A  g a lle ry  by th e  w e s te rn  w a l l  o f  the  

Gyeongbokgung Palace tha t w orks  on the 
p r in c i p l e  o f  c r e a t in g  th e  n e w  b y  

understanding the old. The bu ild ing  itself is 
d iv id e d  between tra d it io n a l and m odern 
styles.

©  Weekdays 9:30 am to 7 pm, Weekends 10 
am to 6pm (Mar to Nov); Mon to Sat 10 am to

6 pm (Dec to Feb). Closed Mondays ф  Free 
® Anguk Station, Line 3, Exit 1 @ 02-720- 
1524 6 www.hakgojae.com

M useum o f Korean Embroidery

Th is small museum provides a glimpse into 
th e  w o r ld  o f  th e  fe m in in e  c r a f t  o f  

trad itiona l Korean embroidery. O n display 
are  a p p ro x im a te ly  3 ,000  ite m s , fro m  

pa tchw ork  w rapp ing  c lo ths and boxes to  
screens, shoes and thimbles. W hile  there are 

no English descriptions posted w ith in  the 
e x h ib i t ,  i l lu s t r a te d  b o o k s  on  K o re a n  

em broidery are available fo r purchase.
©  10 am to 4 pm. Closed Weekends & public 
holidays ф  Free @ Hakdong Station, Line 7, 
Exit 10 © 02-515-5114 6 www.bojagii.com

Ko r e a n  Pa in t in g

Traditionally, Korean painting has been influenced greatly 
by Chinese artistic forms and Buddhism. In a country as 
scenically beautiful as Korea, perhaps it’s no surprise that 
landscape paintings were a particular favorite of Korean 
painters, especially so-called sansuhwa, or “ Mountains 
and Water Paintings.’’ Buddhist temples, meanwhile, are 
home to countless treasures of Buddhist iconography, 
including brilliantly colored hanging screens and wall 
murals. In the i8th century, great painters like Kim Hong- 
do and Sin Yun-bok focused their brushes on depicting the 
daily lives of Koreans, both aristocrats and commoners, 
often to great comedic effect. Separate from the highly 
rarefied paintings preferred by the upper class, the 
common folk have traditionally enjoyed so-called folk 
paintings. Folk paintings were typically produced by 
unknown artists for practical purposes, including simple 
decoration and to ward off evil spirits. These paintings 
often use animals such as the tiger, mountain spirits or 
Confucian symbols as popular motifs. In the modern era, 
Korean painters have by and large moved away from 
Eastern painting styles and adopted Western styles, 
although some continue to plug away at Korean styles or 
combine the two.

A folk painting from 
Gahoe Museum (see p69)

http://www.hakgojae.com
http://www.bojagii.com


Fe s t i v a l s

S eoul

In  r e c e n t  y e a rs ,  S e o u l h a s  g r o w n  
increasingly keen on hosting festivals, both 

as a means o f b u ild in g  co m m u n ity  s p ir it 
and, o f course, to  bring in the tourists. Two 

h ig h lig h ts  o f  the  year are the  H i Seoul 
Festival, w hen the entire d o w n to w n  area 

becomes one big street party, and the Lotus 
L a n te rn  F e s tiv a l, a p o p u la r  B u d d h is t 

celebration and parade most famous fo r its 
beau tifu l floats and lanterns. The regions 

a r o u n d  S e o u l, t o o ,  h a v e  t h e i r  o w n  
in te res ting  festiva ls th a t m ay in te rest the 

visitor.

Hi Seoul Festival S pring  

The H i Seoul F e s tiva l, he ld  a n n u a lly  in  
s p r in g , is  one o f  th e  b iggest bashes o f  

Seoul’s social calendar. F irs t convened in 
2003, the weeklong festival— organized by 
th e  S eou l F o u n d a t io n  f o r  A r ts  a n d  

C u ltu re — aims to  b r in g  Seoul’s residents 
together to  celebrate the c ity ’s cultu re and 
h is to ry  and b u ild  a s tro n g e r  sense o f  

com m unity. The festival program  includes 
c u ltu ra l pe rfo rm ances, parades, c h a r ity  
events, in te rn a t io n a l fo o d  fe s tiva ls  and 
more, although the specifics depend on the 

fe s tiva l them e, w h ich  changes an nua lly . 
M o s t o f the festival events are held in  the 
o ld  do w n tow n  area, pa rticu la r ly  a t Seoul 

Plaza in fro n t o f Seoul C ity  H a ll.
Ф  Free ®  02-3290-7000 6 www.hiseoulfest.org

U nhyeongung Festival A p ril &  O ctober 

O n  the th ird  o r fo u rth  Saturdays o f  A p ril 

a n d  O c to b e r , th e  w e d d in g  ce re m o n y  
between K ing Gojong (see p37) and Queen 

Myeongseong (see p53) is reenacted in this 

festiva l, held tw ice  each year on the spot 
where the marriage actually took place.
«■ Unhyeongung Palace 0  Anguk Station, 
Line 3, Exit 4 ®  02-766-9090 
6  www.unhyeongung.or.kr

Lotus Lantern Festival M ay

O n e  o f  th e  m o s t h ig h ly  a n t ic ip a te d  

c e le b ra tio n s  o f  the  yea r because o f  its  
cu ltu ra l authenticity, this annual celebration 

takes place around  the tim e  o f  B uddha ’s 
birthday, which falls on the 8th day o f the 
4 th lunar month. A t the festival, visitors can

http://www.hiseoulfest.org
http://www.unhyeongung.or.kr
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crea te  th e ir  o w n  lo tu s  la n te rn s , w a tch  

Buddhist performances, experience Buddhist 

c u ltu re  and v iew  e x h ib its  o f  tra d it io n a l 

la n te rn s . T h e  c u lm in a t in g  event o f  the 
festival occurs on the Sunday evening before 

Buddha’s b irth d a y , when a massive lo tus 

lan te rn  parade o f  ove r 100,000 lanterns 

takes place on Jongno Street running from 
Dongdaemun Stadium to  Jogyesa Temple. 

The beautifu l s ight o f thousands o f paper 
lanterns w ind ing dow n the street to  Jogyesa 

Temple is no t to  be missed.
©Week of Buddha's Birthday (8th day of 4th 
lunar month) ф  Free ® Jonggak Station, 
Line 1, Exit 2; Anguk Station, Line 3, Exit 6 
®  02-2011-1744

Insa Korean A rt and Culture Festival M ay

o r June

G o in g  s tro n g  fo r  tw o  decades, the Insa 
Korean A r t and Culture  Festival celebrates 

In s a -d o n g ’s h e rita g e  as a cen te r o f  the 
Korean tra d it io n a l arts and cra fts . There 

a re  s t r e e t  p e r fo r m a n c e s ,  h is t o r ic a l  
reenactments, singing, dancing and more.
•fi" Insa-dong @ Jonggak Station, Line 1, Exit 3

Dano Festival Late M ay o r Early June 

In  tra d it io n a l K orea , D ano— held on the 
fifth  day o f the f if th  lunar m onth— was one 

o f  the  m o s t im p o r ta n t h o lid a ys . In  the 
modern era, its importance has waned, but 
nobody ’s to ld  N am sango! H ano k  V illage  

this. Participants can try  Korean trad itiona l 
w re s t lin g ,  w ash th e ir  h a ir  w i th  w a te r 
in fu s e d  w i th  i r is ,  s w in g  on  a K o re a n  

t ra d it io n a l sw in g  and experience  o th e r 
Dano traditions.
-fi- Namsangol Hanok Village ® Chungmuro 
Station, Line 3 or 4, Exit 3 or 4

Seoul Fringe Festival A ugu s t

L ike its p rogen ito r, the E dinburgh  Fringe
F e s tiva l, the  Seoul F ringe  F e s tiva l is a

celebration o f non-mainstream and mostly 
y o u th -o r ie n te d  a r ts , in c lu d in g  the a te r, 

painting, music and street performances. Not 

surprisingly, i t ’s held in the Hongik University 
area, the he art o f  S eou l’s in d ie  c u ltu re . 

Artistic troupes from all over Asia attend.
"S- Hongik University Area @ Hongik 
University Station, Line 2 , Exit 9 ®  02-325- 
8150 6 www.seoulfringe.net

Chungmuro Film Festival A u g -S e p t 

An ou tdoo r in te rnationa l f ilm  festival, the 
C hungm uro  F ilm  Festival features classic 

w o rks  and c u rre n t trends in  the m odern 
f ilm  indu s try . The fe s tiva l, w h ich  draws 
a b o u t 700,000 v is ito rs  a year, includes 

o u td o o r f i lm  screenings, a dom estic f ilm  

com petition , a master class, and seminars 

and workshops.
e - Film theaters in the Chungmu-ro area.
В  Chungmuro Station, Line 3 or 4.
©  02-2236-6231 -4 6 www.chiffs.kr

Seoul Drum Festival S eptem ber 

This h igh ly  anticipated percussion festival 

features a series o f performances by Korean 
and international drum artists. V isitors are 

introduced to  trad itiona l Korean percussion 
music as w e ll as the percussion ensembles 
o f various international artists.

Ttukseom Seoul Forest. ® Seoul Plaza, 
City Hall Station, Line 1 or 2, Exit 5 
®  02-3290-7000 6  www.seouldrum.go.kr

Seoul International Dance Festival O ctober 

Seoul In te rn a tio n a l Dance Festiva l, also 
known as SIDance, began in 1998 w ith  the 
purpose o f prom oting Korean dance in  the 

in te rn a tio n a l arena. Th is  no tab le  festiva l 
fea tu res  K o re a ’s le a d in g  c o n te m p o ra ry  
dance pe rfo rm ers, as w e ll as an a rray  o f 
invited international modern dance groups 

and collaborative performances.
Performing art venues throughout Seoul 

© 02-3216-1185 6  www.sidance.org

http://www.seoulfringe.net
http://www.chiffs.kr
http://www.seouldrum.go.kr
http://www.sidance.org
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Seoul Herbal M edicine Festival O ctober 

H e ld  a t the s p ra w lin g  Jeg i-dong H erb a l 

M e d ic in e  M a r k e t ,  t h i s  is  a g r e a t  
o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  v is ito rs  to  learn  a b o u t 

Korea’s herbal medicine heritage. Herbalists 

p e rfo rm  free m ed ica l e xa m ina tio ns , and 
expensive he rba l m edicines can o ften  be 

purchased at affordable prices.
-fi- Jegi-dong Herbal Medicine Market 
® Jegi-dong Station, Line 1

Seoul Perform ing A rts  Festival O ct-N ov 

T h is  a n n u a l p e r fo r m in g  a r ts  fe s t iv a l 
showcases the la te s t thea ter, dance and 

fu s io n  p ie ce s  in  th e  c o n te m p o r a r y  
perform ing arts w orld . Performers hail from  

all over the w orld , and the festival includes 
some collabora tive  pieces between Korean 

a r t is ts  and in te rn a t io n a l a r t is ts .  T h is  
festival, the largest perform ing arts festival 
in  Korea, always proves itself to  be at the 

cutting edge o f modern perform ing arts.
Daehangno Theater District ® Daehangno 

Station, Line 4, Exit 1 or 4. (© 02-3673-2561 
6  www.spaf.or.kr

O utside S eoul

Boryeong Mud Festival July 

A n annual event since 1997, the Boryeong 
M u d  Festiva l is an e n o rm o u s ly  p o p u la r 

g a th e r in g  th a t d raw s a b o u t tw o  m ill io n  
v is ito rs  each year. F o r ten days, v is ito rs  
come to  Daecheon Beach to  en joy abou t 

200 tons o f mud. A ctiv ities include a giant 
m ud p o o l, a m u d  p h o to g ra p h y  con test, 
mud body pa in ting , m ud ssireum  (Korean 
wrestling), mud soccer, and the Super M ud 

Slide— a 44 -m -lo ng , 12-m -h igh in fla tab le  
slide. A dditiona lly , visitors can enjoy street 

p a ra d e s  an d  p e r fo rm a n c e s  and m eet 
celebrity guests. The event is sponsored by

a c o sm e tic s  c o m p a n y  th a t  c re a tes  its  

p ro d u c ts  o u t o f  B o rye o n g  m u d , w h ic h  
contains a healthy level o f infrared rays that 
revitalize the skin.
•ft- Daecheon Beach, Chungcheongbuk-do 
ffl Trains for Boryeong Station leave from 
Yongsan Station. Trip takes about 2 hours, 40 
minutes ©  041 - 930-3882 6  www. 
mudfestival.or.kr

Puchon In te rna tiona l Fantastic Film 
Festival July

T h is  u n iq u e  in d e p e n d e n t f i lm  fe s t iv a l 

d is tingu ishes its e lf  fro m  tra d it io n a l f ilm  
festivals by focusing on w o rks  o f a more 

im a g in a tiv e  and fu tu r is t ic  b e n t. F ilm s 
fea tu re d  in  th is  fe s t iv a l com e fro m  the 
genres o f  fantasy, science f ic tio n , ho rro r, 
th rille r and adventure, as w ell as animation, 
f t  Bucheon @ Songnae Station, Line 1. Exit 
the station in the North Square direction, 
from where you can take a shuttle bus or 
embark on a 15-minute walk to Boksagol 
Cultural Center ©  032-327-6313 6 www. 
pifan.com

Jisan V a lley Rock Festival July 
F ro m  n o w h e re  in  2008 to  h o s tin g  b ig  
h itte rs  such as Weezer and Oasis (2009), 
M use and V am p ire  W eekend (2010) and 

R a d io h e a d  (2 0 1 2 ), J isa n  V a lle y  R ock

http://www.spaf.or.kr
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Festival has claimed the crow n o f Korea’s 

biggest rock event, w ith  a location and line

ups th a t have propelled Korea to  being a 

real contender in  the Asian sum m er rock 
festival circuit.
-fi- Jisan Forest Resort, Icheon g  Take Bus 
No. 103 from Yongin Bus Terminal and get off 
at Jisan Forest Resort. ©  1566-2226 
6 valleyrockfestival.mnet.com

Pentaport Rock Festival

Last W eekend o f  July 

The Pentaport Rock Festival is one o f the 

largest live music events in Korea. It features 
m any genres o f m us ic , b u t p a r t ic u la r ly  

focuses on rock and electron ic styles. The 
f e s t iv a l  a im s  to  c u l t i v a t e  an o p e n  

environment for collective music appreciation 
and environmental consciousness.
•a- Songdo, Incheon ф  88,000/ 132,000/
165,000 won for 1-, 2-, 3-day tickets 
@ Dongmak Station, Incheon Subway. Take a 
shuttle bus to venue. 6  www.pentaportrock.com

Andong In te rna tiona l Maskdance Festival

S ep tem ber

The talchum, o r masked dance, genre is 

one o f Korea’s m ost d is tinctive and 
socially fascinating trad itions. N o t sim ply 
dances bu t danced dramas, these 

performances o ften  con ta in  b itte rly  
satirica l social messages and frequently 

functioned as a means o f ven ting the 
com m on people’s w ra th  a t the figures w ho  
m ainta ined the social system: apostate 

Buddhist m onks, co rru p t and decadent 
noblemen, and shamans. Andong 

In te rna tiona l M askdance Festival 
(maskdance.com), held in  Flahoe V illage 
every autum n, features n o t on ly  Korea ’s 
beautifu l talchum, bu t o ther form s o f 

masked dance fro m  a ll over the w o rld  as 
well.
-fi- Hahoe Village, Andong ® Take Bus No. 46 
from Andong Intercity Bus Terminal to Hahoe 
Village © 054-841-6397-8 6  maskdance.com

Korean T rad itiona l Perfo rm ing Arts 

Festival S ep tem ber

The Korean T ra d it io n a l P e rfo rm ing  A rts  
F e s tiva l show cases K o re a ’s n u m e ro u s  
tra d it io n a l p e r fo rm in g  a rts  in  d iffe re n t 

genres, in c lu d in g  m adanggeuk  (o u td o o r 
theater), shadow theater, dance musicals, 

m in y o  ( t r a d i t io n a l  K o re a n  fo lk  song) 
m u s ica ls , p e rcuss ion  m u s ic  and m im e. 

M a ny  o f Korea’s greatest cu ltu ra l figures, 

co n s id e re d  in ta n g ib le  c u l tu r a l  assets, 
participate in  this festival.
•o' National Museum of Korea gl Ichon 
Station, Line 4 and Jungang Line, Exit 2 
©  02-580-3265 6  www.openpan.com

Chungju W orld M a rtia l A rts  Festival
Late S ept o r Early Oct 

Hosted by the c ity  o f Chungju, the home o f 
th e  a n c ie n t  K o re a n  m a r t ia l  a r t  o f  

taekkyeon, th is  festiva l celebrates m artia l 
arts. I t  includes demonstrations o f d ifferent 
m a r t ia l  a r ts  f ro m  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld ,  

b o a s tin g  p a r t ic ip a t io n  f r o m  o v e r 30 
international m artia l arts groups annually, 
•o' Chungju, Chungcheongbuk-do g) Buses 
leave for Chungju from Seoul’s Dong Seoul 
Terminal. Trip takes about 1 hour, 40 minutes. 
©  043-850-7981 6  www.martialarts.or.kr

Busan In te rna tiona l Film Festival O ctober 

One o f the most influential film  festivals in all 
o f Asia, the Busan International Film Festival 

focuses prim arily  on Asian films. However, 
works are screened from all over the world, 
a llow ing  v is ito rs  to  gain a comprehensive 

understanding o f international trends in the 
f i lm  in d u s t r y .  F i lm s  a re  s c re e n e d  
simultaneously in multiple theaters, as well as 

on a giant outdoor screen in Suyeongman Bay. 
® It takes three hours to get from Seoul to 
Busan by KTX express train. Frequent trains 
to Busan depart from Seoul Station. 
© 051-747-3010 6 www.biff.kr

http://www.pentaportrock.com
http://www.openpan.com
http://www.martialarts.or.kr
http://www.biff.kr
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S pas &  S aunas

In  Korea, saunas are a popu la r n igh ttim e  
destination. In  fact, Korean-style saunas are 

g ro w in g  increas ing ly  p o p u la r ou ts ide  o f 
Korea, too , especially in  the United States, 
where K ore a tow n saunas are ga in ing  the 

a ttention o f neighboring communities.
L ik e  ba thhouses eve ryw here , K orean 

saunas have shower facilities, ho t and cold 
baths, and saunas (very often several types 
o f  sauna). M a jo r  sauna/spa fa c il it ie s —  

ca lled j j im jilb a n g  in  Korean— have much 
more, includ ing unisex lounge facilities, T V  

room s, restaurants and massage services. 
M o s t have a sleeping room , too— in fact, i f  
you ’ re look ing  fo r a place to bed down fo r 

the n igh t on the cheap, saunas are a good 

op tion.

T h e  J j im j i l b a n g  E x p e r ie n c e
A ll j j im jilb a n g  com plexes con ta in  a bath 
section where guests get thoroughly soaked 

and sc ru b b e d . T h e  K o re a n  c o n ce p t o f  
ge ttin g  th o ro u g h ly  washed goes beyond 
cleaning the surface o f the skin— it involves 
tak in g  o f f  the surface o f the skin. Th is  is 

usually accomplished w ith  the use o f small, 
rough cloths that rub away the outer layers 
o f  dead s k in  c e lls , le a v in g  the  v ic t im  

g lo w in g  red  fo r  a w h ile . These c lo th s  

usually come in  brigh t green, yellow  o r red 
co lors and can be bought very cheaply a t 

the entrance to  most bathhouses and steam

room s. A sk fo r  an “ ita e r i ta w o l”  i f  you 

ca n ’t  a lre a d y  see them . S c rub b ing  each 
other’s backs is considered a good w ay o f 

expressing frie n d sh ip  between friends o r 

between fathers and sons.
There are plenty o f showers around the 

baths themselves. The unbreakable rule is 
tha t bathers wash themselves thoroughly in 
the  sh o w e r, f ro m  head to  fo o t ,  b e fo re  

getting in to  the baths.
W ashing in  the baths is just the beginning 

o f a p rope r j j im jilb a n g  experience. From 

h e re  o n w a r d s ,  c u s to m e r s  d o n  th e  
c o m fo rta b le , lo o s e -fitt in g  c o tto n  c lothes 

they were issued at the entrance and settle 
down fo r any number o f hours in rooms o f 

v a ry in g  degrees o f  hea t and h u m id ity . 
Sexual segregation ends a t the ex it o f the 
baths, a llow ing  whole fam ilies, couples o r 
g roups  o f  fr ie n d s  to  e n jo y  each o th e r ’s 

com pany. W arm  lounges, steamy saunas, 
massage rooms, PC room s and sometimes 

D V D  rooms are just some o f the elements 
that make up a typica l jjim jilb a n g  complex. 
But i t  is the op portun ity  fo r socializing in a 
self-contained, com fortable space, free from 

outside concerns, tha t gives jjim jilbang  their 
enduring appeal.

R e c o m m e n d e d  S p a s
Dragon H ill Spa pi28: Seven floors of spa 
goodness await you at this massive complex 
next to Yongsan Station. The main hall 
sports a Chinese design motif, but the rest of 
the place is an assortment of different
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d l 8,000 won (day), 10,000 won (night),
10,000 won (weekends) 0  Leave Exit 3 of 
Jangji Station, Line 8 and walk 700 m 
®  02-404-2700

Sports Club Seoul Leisure P 1 5 5 : Also 
located in Songpa-gu, this is a massive 
complex with a health club, screen golf range, 
swimming pool and squash court...in addition 
to a well-equipped sauna and bathhouse and 
several kinds of Korean-style steam rooms. 
ф  8,000 won (day), 10,000 won (night) 0  Exit 
1 of Bangi Station, Line 5 ®  02-404-7000

saunas (including a charcoal sauna), baths, 
whirlpools, lounge facilities, pools and more. 
Check out the heated outdoor pool while 
you're here. The spa tends to be quite 
popular with foreigners. 
ф  10,000 won (5 am to 8 pm), 12,000 won 
(8 pm to 5 am) ®  02-797-0002

Itaew onland F 3 , Р 1 2 3 : Located in the heart 
of foreigner-friendly Itaewon, this five-story 
spa has six kinds of steam rooms and kiln 
saunas (including an ice room), bathing 
rooms, DVD rooms, massage rooms, a 
karaoke room and sleeping facilities. 
ф  6,000 won (day), 8,000 won (night)
®  02-749-4122-3

Central Spa A 3 ,  P 1 5 2 : Located in Central City 
(near Express Bus Terminal), this sauna has all 
the facilities you’d expect in a spa—including 
a charcoal sauna—with the added bonus of 
being located in a big shopping mall. 
ф  10,000 won (5 am to 9 pm), 13,000 won (9 
pm to 5 am) 0  Exit 7 of Express Bus Terminal 
Station, Line 3 or Exit 4 of Line 7 ®  02-6282- 
3400

Spa in  Garden 5 Р 1 5 5 : This smartly 
designed spa in the Songpa-gu district of 
Seoul (near Lotte World) is big and very well- 
appointed with state-of-the-art facilities. If 
you like your spas with a big helping of style, 
this is the place to go.

Oh Happyday Sports Center Di, P 1 5 2 : 

Seven above-ground floors (eight all 
together) of splish-splashy fun in the district 
of Gwangjin-gu in eastern Seoul. Make use 
of the wide variety of Korean kiln saunas, 
Western-style saunas, hot and cool pools 
and other facilities. Golf fans will love the 
rooftop screen golf simulator, d i  8.000 won 
(day), 10,000 won (night). 1,000 won deposit 
for robe rental ®  02-452-5656

Karaoke

Karaoke is a popular nocturnal pastime in 
K ore a , w here  k a ra o ke  c lu b s  are ca lled  
n o ra e b a n g  ( “ s in g in g  ro o m s ” ). U n lik e  

karaoke clubs in  the West, however, Korean 
noraebang consist mostly o f  private rooms 
w here friends  ga the r to  s ing , dance and 

drink  t i l l  the wee hours. I f  you go ou t fo r a 
n ig h t in  the  to w n  w ith  K o re an  frie nds , 

chances are high you w ill end up in such an 
establishment before m orning’s light. M ost 
noraebang p lay both Korean and Western 

s ta n d a rd s ; those  in  S eou l’s d e ve lo p in g  
e th n ic  ne ighbo rhoods  lik e  D ongdaem un 
have music in  other languages as well.

Be advised that in  add ition to  noraebang, 

there are m ore upscale fo rm s o f  karaoke 
c lubs , to o . D a lla n ju je o m ,  fo r  instance, 
employ hostesses w ho sing, dance and chat
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w ith  cus to m ers . R e a lly , re a lly  upsca le  

d a lla n ju je o m  are ca lled  ro om  salons— i f  

y o u ’ re independen tly  w e a lth y  o r  p lay in g  
w ith  a co rp o ra te  expense account, these 

places can be great fun, bu t an evening can 
easily cost in the thousands o f US dollars.

N oraebang  can be found ap lenty in  a ll 
e n te rta in m e n t areas. Costs d if fe r ,  b u t a 

basic noraebang usually costs about 12,000 
to  20,000 w on an hour.

I n t e r n e t  C a f e s

You’d th ink in  a country where almost every 

household has a com puter and broadband 
Internet access that there w ouldn ’t  be much 
o f a need for Internet cafes.

B ut yo u ’d be w rong . Seoul is hom e to 
countless PC bang, o r  Korean-style Internet 

cafes. L ike the ir counterparts in  the West, 
the PC bang w ill have rows o f computers 
fo r costumers to  use. M o s t PC  bang have 

ven d ing  m achines o r re fr ig e ra to rs  fro m  
which you can purchases cans o f coffee or 

so ft d rin ks  (o r s im ple snacks like  instan t 
noodles). PC bang usually have cards a t the 
fro n t desk w ith  an ID  number to  im pu t to 

start up your computer. H o u rly  rates input 
are cheap: usually 1,000 won.

W here  the  PC  bang  d if fe rs  fro m  the 

Western Internet cafe is its raison d ’etre—

Ko r e a ’s  “ Ba n g ”  Cu l t u r e

The term  bang means “ room** in Korean, and yo u 'll see it  used fo r a lo t o f 
estab lishm ents ab ou t tow n. Besides the  noraebang, PC bang and jjim jilbang, o ther 

bang include:
•  Bidiobang: “ V ideo room s,”  where you can w atch videos.
•  DVD bang: Like a bidiobang, w ith  DVDs.

•  Manhwabang: “ Comic room s," where you can read com ic books.

whereas the Internet cafe is used prim arily  
to  check em ail and su rf the web, the PC 

bang  is dedicated to  one th in g — gaming. 
W a lk  in to  a PC  b a n g , and y o u ’ l l  f in d  

dozens o f people absorbed in  online games. 

Younger Koreans tend to  enjoy RTS (real
tim e s im u la tion ) games like  S tarcra ft and 

W orld  o f W arcraft o r  first-person shooters 
lik e  C oun te r-S trike , w h ile  o lde r Koreans 

te n d  to w a rd s  o n lin e  gam es o f  b a d u k  

(Japanese: go) and G o Stop (a card game 

u s ing  Japanese h a n a fu d a  ca rd s , ca lled  
h w a tu  in  K o re a n ). M a n y  gamers spend 

hours at a PC bang, w h ile  some even spend 
the entire day or, on rare occasions, even 
more.

K o re a n  g a m in g  c u ltu re  is s t ro n g ly  
influenced by Confucian norms, which is to 

say, Koreans game as a group. The PC bang 
plays an im po rtan t ro le  in th is  regard— it 

a llow s groups o f friends to  gather in  one 
spot to  enjoy gam ing together, barking out 

com m ands, jeering  and encourag ing one 
another as they go. Th is contrasts w ith  the 
Western gamer, w ho  tends tow ard  the “ lone 

w o lf”  approach to  gaming.
O f course, i f  a ll you w an t to  do is check 

your email o r chat w ith  your friends back 
home, you can do tha t at a PC bang, too. 
V ideo cha tting  is qu ite  popu la r in  Korea, 

and most PC bang have computers set up 
fo r it.
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Z e n  P r a c t ic e

Seoul In te rna tiona l Zen Center 

90-Day Intensive Meditation Retreat Program

A ffilia ted w ith  Hwagyesa, a Buddhist temple 
located on a ridge o f Bukhansan M ounta in , 

Seoul In te rn a tio n a l Zen C en te r o ffe rs  a 
90-day intensive meditation retreat program 

each sum m er and w in te r . P a r t ic ip a n ts  

examine Buddha’s teachings and the concept 

o f  en ligh tenm en t in  th is  in tensive study. 
Interested in d iv id u a ls  can also o p t fo r  a 

shorter program , w ith  a m in im um  stay o f 
one week. The Seoul Zen Center also offers 

free Sunday meditation classes.
©  Sat noon to Sun 10 am r f i 40,000 won 
(day); 350,000-450,000 won (month) gl Suyu 
Station, Line 4. Take taxi to Hwagyesa 
®  02-900-4326 6  http://seoulzen.org

M ost other Buddhist temples offer one- to 

tw o -d a y  te m p le  e xp e rie n ce  p ro g ra m s , 
includ ing Jogyesa (the headquarters o f the 
Jogye Buddhist O rder), Naksan Myogaksa 

(a te m p le  e m b e d d e d  in  a n a t u r a l  
env ironm ent and the headquarters o f  the 

Kwan-Um  O rder o f  Korean Buddhism) and 
Bongeunsa (an expansive tem ple located 

next to  C O E X  M a ll) .

Ahnkook Zen Center

L o ca te d  in  S eou l’s b e a u t ifu l B u kch o n  
neighborhood, A hnkook Zen Center offers 

fo re ig n e rs  c lasses ( in  E n g lis h )  e ve ry  
Saturday fro m  2 :30  to 4 pm . The classes 

are taught by foreign lecturers w ho majored 
in  Korean Buddhism , w ith  a focus on the 

scriptures o f Korean Buddhism and Korean 

Buddhism culture.
5  Free Щ Anguk Station, Line 3, Exit 2. From 
there, walk north toward the Gahoe Museum. 
(?) 02-732-0772 6 www.ahnkookzen.org

Jogyesa Temple

Jo g ye sa  T e m p le  o f f e r s  a v a r ie t y  o f  
programs. The basic program  includes a tea 
ceremony, m editation and a guided tou r of 

the temple. The experience program offers 
a m ea l a t th e  te m p le  an d  a p ro g ra m  

explaining the trad itiona l dishes and d ining 
e t iq u e t t e  o f  K o r e a n  m o n k s .  T h e  

p a rt ic ip a tio n  p rog ra m  teaches B uddh is t 
pa in ting and lotus-lantern-making, 
d i 10,000 won per program. Reservations 
should be made one week in advance.
@ Jonggak Station, Line 1, Exit 2; Anguk 
Station, Line 3, Exit 6. (?) 02-732-5115
6 www.jogyesa.kr

Naksan Myogaksa

M yogaksa’s program  includes s trik in g  the 

beom jong  (tem ple be ll), s ing ing Buddhist 
songs, d in in g  in  the tra d it io n a l Buddhist 
manner w ith  tra d it io n a l B uddhist dishes, 

constructing lo tus lanterns and conversing 
w ith  monks.
ф  One-day program: 20,000 won, two-day 
program: 30,000 won; Temple experience 
participants must bring their own toiletries 
and personal items. Temple experience 
uniforms are provided. 9  Dongmyo Station, 
Line 1 or 6, Exit 2 (?) 02-763-3109 6 www. 
myogaksa.net

Seoul International Zen Center

http://seoulzen.org
http://www.ahnkookzen.org
http://www.jogyesa.kr
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Lotus Lantern International 
Meditation Center

Located not fa r from  Jeondeungsa Temple 

o n  th e  G a n g h w a d o  I s l a n d ,  t h i s  
in te rnational m edita tion center is home to 

fore ign  m onks and nuns and open to  lay 
people w h o  w ish  to  experience K orean 

Buddhism. It conducts tw o-n igh t and three- 
nigh t programs every weekend (except the 

last weekend o f the month). Instruction is 
in  English.
ф  50,000-70,000 won ® Take the bus to 
Onsu-ri from Sinchon Bus Terminal (Exit 7, 
Sinchon Station, Line 2). When you get off at 
Onsu-ri, take a taxi to the Lotus Lantern 
International Meditation Center (Yeondeung 
Gukje Seonwon). ®  032-937-7032-3 
6 www.lotuslantern.net

K o r e a n  T r a d i t i o n a l  

M e d ic in e

Korea has a long and time-honored medical 
tra d itio n  w ith  a h is to ry as long as tha t o f 

th e  K o re a n  p e o p le  i ts e l f— th e  K o re a n  
foundation m yth, after all, involves a she- 

bear ea ting the m ed ic ina l herb m ugw ort. 
Korean trad itiona l medicine shares many o f 
the same practices as Chinese tra d itio n a l 
m e d ic in e , a l th o u g h  m a n y  o f  K o re a ’s 

m e d ic in a l he rbs  are  u n iq u e  to  K o re a .

Korean medicine is ho listic, which is to  say, 

it  sees body and m ind as an interconnected 
w ho le . W h ile  acute illnesses and in ju ries  

m igh t be better o f f  treated by a modern (i.e. 
Western) physician, chronic disorders such 

as a r th r i t is ,  o b e s ity  and  fa t ig u e  o fte n  
re sp o n d  w e ll to  K o re a n  m e d ic in e . Its  

ho lis tic  approach also prom otes wellness 
and prevents the onset o f illness.

K o re a n  T r a d i t io n a l  M e d ic a l  
P r a c t ic e s
K orean t ra d it io n a l m ed ic ine  do c to rs , o r 
h a n u is a ,  p r e s c r ib e  t r e a tm e n t  a f te r  

diagnosing the pa tient. Diagnosis is given 
fo l lo w in g  a p a tie n t ph ys ica l s ta tus  and 

an a lys is  o f  h is  o r  he r life s ty le . K orean 
medicine also makes use o f  sasang uihak, a 

medical typo logy in w hich indiv iduals are 
characterized by fou r body types based on 
yin-yang th e o ry ; ce rta in  body types are 

m ore susceptible to  certa in  illnesses than 
others. Com m on treatments include:

Herbal Medicine

Korean medicine makes use o f a wide variety 
o f  m e d i c i n a l  h e r b s  ( t h e  K o r e a  
Pharmacopoeia lists 395 medicinal herbs in 

current use), often used in  combination w ith 
one another fo r heightened medical effect. 
Herb preparation varies w idely, too: some 

herbs are dried, fo r instance, while others are

http://www.lotuslantern.net
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boiled to  create liq u id  remedies. M o s t are 

taken ora lly , although creams and o ils  are 

also made.

Acupuncture

A cco rd in g  to  Korean tra d itio n a l medical 

theory, there are 365 acupuncture points on 
the hum an body. W hen stim ula ted (using 

acupuncture needles made o f gold, silver or 
p latinum ), these po in t can enhance the flow  

o f energy throughout the body, prom oting 
organ function  and curing illnesses. W hich 
p o in ts  a re  s t im u la te d  depends on  the 

disorder the doctor is attem pting to  treat.

M oxibustion

In  th is  te c h n iq u e , a s t ic k  o f  b u rn in g  
m u g w o rt is p laced on the s k in , usu a lly  

above an i l l  o r in ju red  pa rt, to  w arm  the 
area and prom ote blood and energy flow.

Cupping

Sim ilarly, the use o f heated glass cups that 
s tic k  to  the  sk in  o f  the back s tim u la tes  
energy f lo w  po in ts, prom otes c ircu la tio n  

and has a de tox ify ing  effect. Th is technique 
leaves you w ith  te llta le red circles on your 

back (these go away in a few days, though).

R e c o m m e n d e d  K o re a n  M e d ic in e  
C e n te r s
Jaseng H ospita l o f O rienta l M edicine : This 
well-known hospital specializes in non- 
surgical treatments for spinal disorders, 
blending Korean and Western treatment 
methods. Its international clinic has 
specialists who speak English, German, 
Japanese and Chinese. ©  9 am to 6 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays Ю There is hospital shuttle 
bus service from Exit 2 of Apgujeong Station, 
Line 3 © 02-3218-2105 6 www.jaseng.net

O rienta l M edica l H ospita l, Kyung Нее 
U n ivers ity : Founded in 1971, Kyung Нее

University’s Oriental Medicine Hospital is 
one of the largest East Asian medical centers 
in the world, with 300 beds and 99 doctors 
in eight departments.
©  9 am to 5 pm (weekdays), 9 am to noon 
(Sat). Closed Sundays ® Hoegi Station, Line 
1. Walk 10 minutes or take a local (green) 
bus from the station to Kyung Нее University 
© 02-958-8114 6  www.khuoh.or.kr

Am icare : Located in Apgujeong-dong, this 
small Korean traditional medicine hospital is 
run by Kim So-hyung, a former Miss Korea. It 
is particularly known for its healthy diet 
treatments.
©  10 am to 9 pm (Mon), 10 am to 10 pm (Tue, 
Thu), 10 am to 7 pm (Fri), 10 am to 4 pm (Sat). 
Closed Wednesdays and Sundays В  Exit 3, 
Apgujeong Station, Line 3. Walk 400 meters 
and it's on the left. ©  02-544-6500 6 www. 
n-clinic.com

Jahayun C linic : Located in Sinsa-dong, not 
far from Apgujeong-dong, Jahayun Clinic 
specializes in treatments for nervous 
disorders using herbal medicines. It also 
provides Korean traditional medicine 
treatments for dieting, skincare, 
gynecological health and infertility.
©  9:30 am to 6:30 pm (Mon, Fri) 9:30 am to 8 
pm (Tue, Thu) 2 pm to 6:30 pm (Wed) 9:30 am 
to 4 pm (Sat) S Exit 3 of Gangnam-gu Office 
Station, Line 7. Walk 10 minutes to Hakdong 
Junction. You will see the Cine City building 
diagonally opposite. Jahayun is on the second 
floor of the HMD Building, just next door to Cine 
City. ©  02-3448-7575 6  www.jahayun.com

C hoonw ondang : First founded in 1847, this 
Korean traditional medicine practitioner’s 
has a Korean traditional medicine museum 
and conducts exhibits and educational 
programs.
©  9 am to 6 pm (Mon-Fri), 9 am to 12:30 pm 
(Sat). Closed Sundays ® Leave Exit 5 of 
Jongno 3-ga Station, Line 5 and walk 100m 
in the direction of Tapgol Park. Swing a left at 
Mr. Choi's Suit Shop and walk about 90m.
©  02-766-0000 6  www.choonwondang.co.kr

http://www.jaseng.net
http://www.khuoh.or.kr
http://www.jahayun.com
http://www.choonwondang.co.kr
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C o o k i n g

T h e re  a re  m a n y  p r o g r a m s  in  w h ic h  

foreigners can learn to  cook Korean dishes. 

Prices a t each in s t itu te  d if fe r ,  b u t they 
generally range from  about 40,000 w on to

100,000 won.

Ins titu te  o f T rad itiona l Korean Food

A t this institute, participants learn to  make 
trad itiona l Korean drinks, rice cakes, and a 

few  dishes o f roya l cuisine.
^  50,000 to 70,000 won, depending on class 
gl Jongno 3-ga, Lines 1, 3 and 5, Exit 6 
© 02-741-5411 6 www.kfr.or.kr

Son’s Home

The Son fam ily hosts guests to  learn about 

K orean  co o k in g  in  the c o m fo r t o f  th e ir  
hom e, w here  m any ge nera tions  o f  Sons 

have lived. V is itors learn to  make k im ch i, 
set up a tra d it io n a l tea ta b le , and p lay  
trad itiona l Korean instruments. 
ф  60,000 to 70,000 won, depending on the 
class gl Yeoksam Station, Line 2, Exit 3 
®  02-562-6829 6 www.sons-home.com

Yoo’s Family

Th is cu ltu ra l program , hosted by the Yoo 
fa m ily ,  teaches v is i to r s  h o w  to  m ake 

kim chi, jeon  and tteokbokki.
Ф  20,000 to 60,000 won, depending on the 
class gl Anguk Station, Line 3, Exit 4 
®  02-3673-0323 6  www.yoosfamily.com

V o l u n t e e r i n g

In  a c ity  o f  th is  size, there are p len ty  o f 

organizations to  which visitors can donate 
th e ir  tim e  and ta le n ts . M o s t v o lu n te e r 

organiza tions use na tive English speakers 
fo r p roo fread ing , ed it in g  an d /o r teaching 
English.

W illin g  W orkers on Organic Farms 
(WWOOF)

S ince 1 9 9 6 , W W O O F  K o re a  has been 
connec ting  fo re ign  v is ito rs  w ith  o rgan ic  

farms in  Korea, where volunteers can w o rk  
fo u r  to  s ix  ho urs  a day in  exchange fo r  
ro o m  and board and the o p p o rtu n ity  to  

experience rura l Korean culture. W W O O F

http://www.kfr.or.kr
http://www.sons-home.com
http://www.yoosfamily.com
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VOLUNTEERS
needed

Hi Ml!

Г

m

experiences usually last between one week 

and several m on ths , a lth ough  in d iv id u a l 
a rra n g e m e n ts  m u s t be m ade w i th  the 
ow ners o f  the p a rticu la r fa rm . W W O O F  

K o r e a  i s  a m e m b e r  o f  W W O O F  
Internationa l.
©  02-723-4510 6  w ww .w w oofkorea.co.kr

Korea International Volunteer 
Organization

Although this organization p rim arily  works 
on prov id ing  aid to  populations in  need in 

developing countries, К  V O  volunteers also 
support facilities fo r local homeless elderly 
persons and orphans. The organization also 

runs an environm ental protection program, 
w h ic h  in c lu d e s  le a d in g  e n v iro n m e n ta l 
education fie ld trips fo r students.
©  02-471 -1004 6  www.kvo.or.kr

HOPE (Helping Others Prosper through 
English)

A  re la tiv e ly  new n o n p ro f it  o rg a n iza tio n  

started by a g roup o f  Canadian teachers,

th is  g ro u p ’s o b je c tive  is to  p ro v id e  free, 
acce ss ib le  E n g lis h  e d u c a tio n  to  those  
underprivileged students in  Korea w ho do 

no t have the resources to  enroll in  expensive 
academies like  the ir w ea lth ie r classmates. 

Because English language skills have become 
an essential part o f enjoying a brigh t future 
in  K o re a , H O P E  he lps  less p r iv ile g e d  
s tu d e n ts  s tay  on p a r w i th  th e ir  peers. 

Currently, HOPE volunteers at a couple o f 
com m unity centers and an orphanage.
©  010-2414-5683 (vo lunteer d irector)
6  www .a lwayshope.or.kr

Planting Love

W hile  not actually a volunteer opportun ity , 
pe r se, P lanting Love— a C atho lic  cha rity  

group run by the Sisters o f C harity o f Seton 
H a ll— operates a rehabilita tion center in  the 
southwestern c ity  o f Gwangju and a school 
fo r the v isually impaired in  Chungju. They 

can a lw a ys  use a d o n a tio n — see w w w . 
plantingIove.com fo r more in form ation.

http://www.wwoofkorea.co.kr
http://www.kvo.or.kr
http://www.alwayshope.or.kr
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Daegu Modern History Museum 518

Daegu National Museum 517

Daegwallyeong Sheep Ranch 2 86

Daegwallyeong Snow Flower Festival 286

Daehan Dawon Plantation 491

Daehangno (University Street) 109

Daehanmun Gate 61, 63

Daeheungsa Temple 479. 480, 481, 4 83

Daepo Coast Jusangjeolli C liffs 651, 652
Daereungwon (Tumuli Park) 532, 538

Daeseung W aterfall 244

Daewangam Park 602

Daewonsa Temple 575, 623, 625
Damyang 454

Dap-dong Catholic Cathedral 176 

Dasan Chodang 4 6 3 ,464, 465 , 468  

Deogyusan National Park 432 

Deogyusan Ski Resort 433  

Deokgu Spaworld 567 

Deoksugung Annex 61 

Deoksugung Palace 56. 60. 61-63, 76

Deoksugung Palace Wall 78 

DMZ (Korean Demilitarized Zone) 22, 25, 28, 31, 
192, 293 , 295 , 298  

Dochodo 4 88  

Dodonghang Port 574 

Dogapsa Temple 469, 470 
Dokdo Islets 541, 572-574. 576, 577 

Dokdo Museum 574 

Dokdo Observatory 574 

Dokkaebi Market 9 1 ,9 2  

Dolsan Bridge 504. 505  

Dong-A University Museum 591  

Dongbaekseom 594 

Dongdaemun 2 3 ,8 8 .1 0 4 ,1 6 3  

Dongdaemun Gate 1 0 5 .108 

Dongdaemun Market 9 0 ,104. 704-706  

Donggang River 2 9 ,1 8 4 , 282 
Dongguksa Temple 4 1 3 ,4 1 4  

Donggureung Tomb Complex 221  

Donghae 263 . 266, 270, 681  

Donghwasa Temple 525 , 526. 527 

Dong-Lim Knot Museum 69 

Dongmyo Shrine 108 

Dongnae Byeoljang 592  

Dongsoong A rt Center 110 

Donhwamun Gate 55 

Doosan Tower 1 0 4 ,105 
Dosan Seowon Confucian Academy 552  

Dugahun 67. 69

E
Eocheongdo Island 416

Eunhaesa Temple 525 , 527. 528

Everland 206-209

Ewha Hak Dang 77, 111

Ewha Shopping D istrict 112

Ewha Womans University 77, 111, 112, 678 , 716

Expo Cruise Tour 234

F
Filipino Market 110

Folk Museum 5 3 ,1 5 5 , 207, 435 , 451, 721 

Former 58th Bank 175 

Former Daehan Hospital 110 

Former Incheon Post Office 175 

Former Jeollanam-do Provincial Office 4 66  

Former National Theater o f Korea 83
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Former ROW Camp 612

Former Russian Legation 77

Former Site o f Samsung Trading Company 519

Fortress Walls 99, 386 , 403 . 424 , 558, 585

Freedom Bridge 197

Freedom Park 176

G
Gaeamsa Temple 4 1 9 ,420 
Gahoe Museum 69  

Galleria D epartm ent Store 1 4 5 ,39 7  

Gallery Art-Side 74 

Gallery Hyundai 67 

Gana Art Center 100, 724 

Gangguan Port 608, 610 

Ganghwado Island 2 9 ,1 7 2 ,186, 211 

Gangjin 4 6 1 ,4 7 1 ,7 0 4  

Gangjin Celadon Museum 461  

Gangjin Celedon Festival 462  

Gangjin O'sulloc Tea Plantation 471 

Gangneung 2 2 ,2 3 7 ,2 4 9 , 255 
Gangneung Danoje Festival 260  

Gansong Museum o f Art 94, 98  

Garosu-gil 148 

Gasa Literature Museum 455  

Gasansanseong Fortress 525, 528 
Gatbawi 527

Gayasan National Park 549 

Geoje Haegeumgang 613 

Geojedo Island 612 

Geojoam Herm itage 528  

Geomundo 490 . 506 
Geomunoreum Lava Tube System 641 

Geoncheonggung 51 

Geumcheongyo 55 

Geumjeongsanseong Fortress 595  

Geumodo 4 90  

Geumsansa Temple 408  

Geunjeongjeon 51 

Gilsangsa Temple 95, 98 

Gimnyeong Maze Park 641. 643 
Gimnyeongsagul Cave 643 

Gochang 701.422 
Gochang Dolmen Site 423  

Gochang Moyang Fortress Festival 424 

Gochangeupseong Fortress 422

Gonghwachun 173

Great Battle o f Myeongnyang Festival 482

Gukje Market 5 8 9 .5 9 7

Gunsan 24, 412
Gunsan Customs House 414

Gunwi Buddhist Triad Grotto 528

Gurye 6 1 9 ,6 2 2 ,6 2 8

Guryongpo 541

Gwangalli Beach 592, 597

Gwangan Bridge 592, 594

Gwanghallu Pavilion 434

Gwanghwamun Gate 51, 53, 81

Gwanghwamun Square 81

Gwangjang Market 105, 698

Gwangju (Jeollanam-do) 23, 40, 243, 443, 458, 737

Gwangju (Gyeonggi-do) 213, 724

Gwangju Art Street 4 49

Gwangju Biennale Exhibition Hall 444 . 450
Gwangju Culture & Art Center 450

Gwangju Municipal Folk Museum 451

Gwangju Museum o f Art 4 50

Gwangju National Museum 450

Gwangjucheon Stream 449

Gwangneung 221

Gangneung Danoje Festival 260

Gwinemi Village 281

Gyeongbokgung Palace 38, 50. 56, 62, 721 

Gyeongdong Market 107, 704 

Gyeonggijeon Shrine 4 0 3 ,405 
Gyeonghoeru 51 

Gyeonghuigung Palace 63  

Gyeongju 22, 33, 369, 377. 531 
Gyeongpo Beach 255, 261, 263  

Gyeongpoho Lake 255. 261. 263 

Gyeongsang Gamyeong Park 518 

Gyeonguiseon Railway Bridge 197 

Gyesan-dong Cathedral 520

H
Hadong 6 2 6 .704

Hadong Tea Culture Center 630

Haebangchon 124

Haegang Ceramics Museum 213

Haeinsa Temple 25, 513. 546. 547, 549

Haenam 479

Haengnam Coastal Walking Path 574
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Haenyeo Museum 641, 647 
Haesindang Park 270. 272 
Haeundae Beach 24, 592. 594, 597 

Hahoe Village 536 , 552. 554, 556  

Hakgojae Gallery 64, 67, 725 
Halla Arboretum 640  

Hallasan National Park 654 

Hamel M em orial Hall 465, 468  

Han Sang-su Embroidery Museum 69 

Haneul Park 142 

Hangang C itizens'Park 140 

Hangang River Bridges 131 

Hangang River Water Taxi 158 

Hanok Churches 190 

Hansando Island 609  

Нее Won Garden 206, 209 
Heuksando 4 85  

Heyri Art Valley 199 

High 1 Resort 278  

Но-Am Art Museum 206 , 209 
Hoeryongpo 557 

Hom igotCape 5 3 9 ,5 4 1  

Hongdo 4 8 5 ,4 8 7  

Honghwamun Gate 59

Hongik University Area (Hongdae) 114, 163, 727
Hongneung 221

Hongnyemun Tunnel 175

Hooker Hill 124

Hope and Free Markets 114

House Full o f Happiness 475

Hupo 565

Huwon Garden 55

Hwacheon 295

Hwacheon Dam 297

Hwacheon Reservoir 296

Hwacheon Sancheoneo Ice Festival 297

Hwaeomsa Temple 618, 623
Hwagae Market 627

Hwanbyeokdang Pavilion 455

Hwanghak-dong Flea Market 1 0 7 ,108

Hwanseongul Cave 270

Hwaseong 204

Hyangiram Hermitage 503. 505 
Hyangwonjeong Pavilion 51 

Hyundai Heavy Industries 601 

Hyundai Motor Ulsan Plant 601

I
IBK Jump Theater 75

Icheon 212. 692, 704, 724

Icheon Ceramics Festival 213

Icheon Ceramics Village 212

llm in Museum o f Art 80

Im jingak Area 195

Im jingak Pavilion 195

Im jingak Pyeonghoa Nuri 198

Imyeonggwan Sammun 256

Incheon 2 3 ,1 5 9 ,1 6 5 ,1 7 1 , 679

Incheon Art Platform 176

Incheon Bridge 1 7 1 ,1 7 7 ,1 7 8 ,1 8 0 ,182
Incheon Landing Operation Memorial Hall 181

Incheon Open Port Museum 175

Independence Gate 119

Inheung Village 524

Injeongjeon 55

Inner Seorak 239, 242. 244

Insa Art Center 74

Insa Gallery 74

Insa-dong 71, 1 2 5 ,1 4 9 , 704. 724 

Itaewon 1 2 1 .164, 731

J
Jagalchi Market 541. 586. 597, 704  

Jamsil 1 3 1 ,1 4 0 ,154. 164 

Jangchung-dong Jokbal Street 108 

Jangsaengpo Whale Museum 600  

Jangsudae 244

Jeju City 639, 649, 655 , 658, 660

Jeju Love Land 639

Jeju National Museum 639

Jeju-do’s South Coast 649

Jeju-do 23, 466 , 630, 635, 693

Jeokbyeokgang 421

Jeoldusan Catholic M artyrs’ Shrine 137

Jeondeungsa Temple 1 8 9 ,190

Jeondong Cathedral 406, 521

Jeongbang Falls 649. 650, 6 52

Jeong-dong 62, 76, 676

Jeongdongjin 263, 264
Jeonggwanheon Pavilion 61

Jeongseon Rail Bike 280

Jeonju 24, 27. 403, 693 , 701

Jeonju Hanok Living Experience Center 405, 407
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Jeonju Hanok Village 403. 404. 407

Jeonju Hyanggyo 4 06

Jeonju International Sori Festival 407

Jibokjae 51

Jikso Falls 419. 420
Jindo Bridge Area 482

Jindo Island 479. 481

Jindo National Gugak Center 481

Jinhae 604

JinhaeGunhangje 605

Jinhae Post Office 605

Jinju 615

Jinjuseong Fortress 617 

Jinju National Museum 617 

Jinnamgwan Hall 504  

Jirisan National Park 437, 618, 622 

Jodo 488

Jogyesa Temple 71. 73. 727, 733 

Jongmyo Shrine 50, 56. 57, 58 

Joseon Royal Tombs 220 

Jukdo Raw Fish M arket 541 

Jungang Arcade 92 

Jung-gu D istrict Office (Incheon) 175 

Junghwajeon Hall 61 

Jungmun Beach 652

Jungmun Resort Complex 651. 653, 661, 705  

Jungmyeongjeon 77 

Jungnim-dong Cathedral 229  

Jungnokwon Bamboo Garden 457 

Jungoe Park Culture Belt 450  

Jusanji Pond 568, 570 
Juwangsan National Park 568

К
Kangwon Land Casino 275, 278, 279 

Kimchi Field Museum 151 

Kkangtong Market 589 

Korea First Bank 83  

Korean Folk Village 206. 207 

Korean Jindo Dog Center 4 83  

KT&G Sangsang Madang 115 

Kukje Gallery 65. 67 
Kumho Museum o f Art 64, 67 
Kunsthalle Gwangju 444 , 448 
Kwanhoon Gallery 74 

Kyobo Book Centre 80  

Kyung-in Museum o f Fine Arts 74

L
Lee Hun-dong Garden 475 

Leeum Samsung Museum o f Art 124 

Lotte Departm ent Store 86  

Lotte World 1 5 4 .164, 705, 731 

Lotte Young Plaza 86

M
Maisan Provincial Park 4 30  

Mangbaedan Altar 1 9 5 .197 

ManguPark 517,523 
Mangyangjeong Pavilion 566  

Manjanggul Cave 641, 643 
March 1 Steps 520  

M arronnier Park 1 0 9 ,110 
May 18 National Cemetery 4 4 5 ,451 
Mesa 92

Mido Dabang (Teahouse) 518 

Migliore (Dongdaemun) 1 0 4 ,105 
Migliore (Myeongdong) 82, 86 
Mihwangsa Temple 479, 481 
M ireukdo 609,611 
Mireuksa Temple Site 410 

Moaksan Provincial Park 4 08  

Mokin Museum 74 

М окро 1 2 9 ,1 5 9 .4 7 3 .6 8 1  

М окро Central Church 476 

М окро Cultural Center 474 

М окро Modern History Museum 474 

Mt. Chiaksan 288, 289, 290  

Mt. Geumjeongsan 585, 595 

Mt. Hallasan 23, 26, 29 ,639 , 647, 651, 654-656, 659 

Mt. Jirisan 26, 29, 434, 491, 549, 618-626, 628, 
629

Mt. Juwangsan 568

Mt. Maisan 430

Mt. Manisan 1 8 6 ,1 8 8

Mt. Namsan (Seoul) 47. 88
Mt. Namsan (Gyeongju) 25, 534

Mt. Odaesan 2 49 -2 5 1 ,25 3

Mt. Seoraksan 22. 25, 233 , 236 , 239-245, 618

Mt. Sinbulsan 5 9 8 ,6 0 2

Mt. Taebaeksan 275-277

M t. Wolchulsan 469-471

Mt. Yudalsan 473-477

Mudeungsan Provincial Park 4 4 3 ,4 4 5 .45 2 .454 

Mugyodong 79
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Mungyeong 557

Mungyeong Saejae Pass 327, 558, 5 60  

Mureung Valley 266, 268. 2 69  

Muwidawon Teahouse 471 

Muwisa Temple 471

Myeong-dong 78. 82, 8 8 ,9 1 ,10 4 ,1 6 2 , 228 ,699 , 704 

Myeong-dong Cathedral 86 , 520  

Myeongjeongjeon Hall 59 

Mysterious Road 640

N
Nae-dong Anglican Church 176

Naejangsa Temple 4 2 7 ,428, 429

Naejangsan National Park 427

Naesosa Temple 4 1 8 ,419, 4 20

Naganeupseong Folk Village 496 , 500
Nagasaki 18 Bank 414

Nakjodae Peak 4 1 9 ,420, 4 26

Naksan Provincial Park 246

Naksansa Temple 247

Nakseonjae 55, 56

Namdaemun 90, 105, 406

Namdaemun Camera Market 92

Namdaemun M arket 90, 91, 92, 589, 704, 706

Namhansanseong Fortress 4 7 ,210
Namiseom Island 227, 228

Namiseom Zip Wire 228

Namwon 434, 619, 628

Nanji Hangang Park 142

Nanjicheon Park 142

Nanta Theater 78

Narodo 4 90

National Assembly Building 1 3 2 ,1 3 3 ,1 3 4

National Folk M useum o f Korea 53, 721

National Gugak Center 153. 318, 717, 719, 720

National Museum o f Contemporary Art 723

National Museum o f Contemporary Art, Deoksugung 
61, 723

National Museum o f Korea 2 4 ,126, 3 7 7 ,4 6 1 ,
5 3 3 ,7 2 1

National Palace Museum o f Korea 53. 721

National Theater o f Korea 8 8 ,108
Nirvana Land 5 62

Noeul Park 142

Northeastern JeJu 641

Noryangjin Fish M arket 134

0
Odaesan National Park 249

Odongdo Island 504, 505 , 506

Odusan Unification Observatory 201

Oedo Botania 613

Ojukheon 255. 258, 259

Okcheongyo Bridge 59

Old Bank o f Choson 414

Old Goryeo Palace Site 187

Old Home o f Yun Seon-do 4 80

Old Japanese Concession 175

Old Japanese Homes o f Yeonghwa-dong 415

Old North Korean Barracks 299

Old Shimatani Plantation 415

Old Woljeong-ri Station 293

Olympic Park 155

Osaek Springs 242, 244
Outer Seorak 239 , 240, 242, 243

P
Pai Chai Hak Dang 76

Pailou Gate 173

Paju Book City 199, 201
Palgongsan Provincial Park 525

Pa I mido 1 8 2 ,1 8 3 ,184

Pandae Ice Park 2 90

Panmunjeom 2 2 ,1 9 2 ,193. 194, 195

Panmunjeom Tours 195

Parting o f the  Sea 482

Peace Dam 296,298
Piagol Valley 620 , 621, 622, 6 23

Pohang 514, 539
POSCO Steel Plant 540

Provisional Capital Memorial Hall 591

Pungnammun Gate 406

Pyeongchang 285, 433

Pyeonghwa Market 105

Pyeonghwa Park 142

R
River Cruises 131 

Rodeo Street 145

Ruins o f Workers' Party o f Korea Building 292
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s
Saemangeum 417 

Setbit Dungdungseom 142 

Sajik Park (Seoul) 120 

Sajik Park (Gwangju) 4 48  

Salvation Army Headquarters 77 

Samcheok 2 6 ,2 6 7 ,2 7 0 ,2 8 1  

Samcheong-dong 64, 95 

Samcheong-dong Road 64, 65 

Samcheonggak 9 4 ,9 5  

Sam gangJum ak 557 

Sam ik Fashion Town 92  

Samseong-dong 150, 221 

Sangumburi Crater 647

Sangwonsa Temple (M t. Odaesan) 249, 250, 252
Sangwonsa Temple (M t. Chiaksan) 289, 290

Seaside Drive 421

Sebyeonggwan Hall 6 08

Sejong Center for the  Perform ing Arts 81

Seo Sang-don House 521

Seodaemun Prison History Hall 1 1 9 ,120, 722

Seogwipo 649, 660, 661

Seokchon Lake 1 5 4 ,155
Seokguram Grotto 2 5 , 34, 531, 533, 534, 537

Seokjojeon Hall 60, 61
Seokparang 100

Seonamsa Temple 4 9 6 , 497, 498, 499

Seongbuk-dong 94, 99

Seongeup Folk Village 647

Seonginbong Peak 573, 575
Seongnagwon Garden 94

Seongsan llchulbong 641, 644. 645 , 658, 661

Seongyojang 255 . 257, 258

Seonjeongneung 221

Seonunsa Temple 4 2 2 ,424
Seonunsan Provincial Park 424

Seonyudo Island 417

Seonyudo Park 2 5 ,140
Seopjikoji 645. 661

Seoraksan National Park 22, 25, 230, 233, 237, 239
Seoul Anglican Cathedral 76

Seoul Arts Center 153, 724

Seoul Central Mosque 1 2 1 ,1 2 4 ,125

Seoul City Hall 60, 79, 680, 726

Seoul City Tour Bus 1 5 7 ,158
Seoul Finance Center 79

Seoul Forest 1 4 3 .158

Seoul Marina 133

Seoul Municipal Hall 77

Seoul Museum o f A rt 76

Seoul Museum o f History 81. 722

Seoul Plaza 79, 80, 726

Seoul Selection Bookshop 65, 677

Seoul Station 9 0 ,9 3 ,159, 6 80

Seungilgyo Bridge 293, 294

Shilleuksa Temple 214

Shingle-roofed Homes o f Sin-ri 273

Shinsegae Centum City Departm ent Store 594

Shinsegae Departm ent Store 83

Siga Cultural Zone 454

Sigyeongjeong Pavilion 455

Silsangsa Temple 434 , 435, 437

Simujang 97

Sinchon 111, 1 6 3 ,1 9 1

Sindang-dong Tteokbokki Alley 108

Sinheungsa Temple 239 , 242
Sokcho 22, 25, 233, 240, 681,

Sokcho Beach 235

Somaemuldo Island 610

Songdo District 178

Songdo Future Road 178

Songdo New City 2 3 ,1 7 1 ,1 7 8 ,183

Songgwangsa Temple 496 , 497, 501, 596

Sori A rts Center 405 , 406. 407

Soswaewon Garden 4 56

South Seorak 244

Soyangho Lake 227, 230
Ssamzigil M arket 75

Ssangbongsa Temple 458 . 460
Ssanggyesa Temple 491, 618, 628. 6 30

Sujongsa Temple 217

Suncheon 25, 206, 496
Suncheonman Bay 25, 26, 496, 500, 503

Sungnyemun Gate 90, 93. 204

Sungnyemun Imported Goods Arcade 91

Suwon 22, 2 4 ,1 5 6 , 202, 209 , 693

Suwon's Hwaseong Fortress 2 2 ,202, 4 64

Suyeon Sanbang 97

T
Taebaek 273,275 
Taebaek Coal Museum 278 
Taebaeksan Provincial Park 275, 279 

Taeha Lighthouse 576
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Taejongdae 590

Taereung 221

Tapgol Park 71, 74

Tapsa Temple 431

Teddy Bear Museum 651

Templestay Information Center 73

Tongdosa Temple 251, 596
Tongyeong 606, 614

Tongyeong Bridge 608

Ttangkkeut Village 479, 481. 483 , 4 89

u
Udo 6 4 1 ,6 4 6

Uijae Museum o f Korean Art 452  

Uiseondang Temple 173 

Uljin 564

Ulleungdo 266, 267 , 565, 572 
Ullimsanbang 483  

Ulsan 598

Unhyeongung Palace 71, 73. 726  

Unification Park 265

United Nations Memorial Cemetery in Korea 591

Unjusa Temple 458

Unmunsa Temple 543, 545. 6 03

Upo 631

w
Wando 484 , 489
War Memorial o f Korea, The 127. 722  

Western Concessions 176 

Whanki Museum 99  

Wolchulsan National Park 4 69  

Woljeongsa Temple 249, 251 
Wolmido Island 1 7 2 .177, 184 

Wongudan Altar 80  

Wonhyoro Catholic Church 129 

Wonju 2 5 ,1 5 9 .2 8 8 .2 9 0  

World Cup Park 140

Y
Yakjeon Herbal Medicine M arket 518  

Yangdong Village 5 3 1 ,5 3 5 .5 3 8  

Yanghwajin 136

Yanghwajin Foreigners" Cemetery 136  

Yangnim-dong M issionary Sites 448  

Yangsu-ri 216

Yecheon 557

Yeongdo Bridge 586, 588
Yeongnam Alps 598, 602
Yeosu 4 3 7 ,4 6 7 , 484 , 490 , 495 . 503. 6 08

Yeouido 1 31 ,13 2

Yeouido Park 133

Yeouido Saetgang Ecological Park 132 

Yi Sang-hwa House 521 

Yi Yeong-chun House 415. 416 

Yongduam Rock 639, 659  

Yongdusan Park 588, 591 

Yongin 206

Yongjangsanseong Fortress 482  

Yongpyong Ski Resort 285 

Yongsan 1 2 1 .126
Yongsan Electronics Market 127, 129, 704 

Yongsan Seminary 129

Yongsan Station 128, 159, 218, 352, 392 , 407, 
417, 437, 453 , 477, 494 , 507 

Yonsei University 11 1. 288 , 716 

Yulpo Beach 4 93  

Yulpo Haesu Nokchatang 493  

Yureung 221

108  Steps 562 

3 1G a ho e d on g  69

4 0  Steps Cultural Tourist Theme Street 590  

6 3  City 1 3 1 ,1 3 3  

8 3  Tower 2 3 ,5 1 5 .5 1 6
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A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t

It might be my name on the cover, but putting a book together is very much a team effort. Especially 
so with a guidebook like this. Editor Lee Jin-hyuk and designer Jung Hyun-young deserve special 
thanks for spending much longer hours putting this book together than anyone rightfully should. 
This book is just as much their work as it is mine. Thanks should also go to the rest of Seoul 
Selection’s staff for taking the time to confirm phone numbers and times and, worst of all, put 
together the index. Thanks go out, too, to Helen Lee for copy-editing this book, which at 700-plus 
pages was no easy task. And of course, a word of thanks go to Ben Jackson for the proof-reading.

Of course, I’d be remiss if I didn’t express appreciation to my publisher and my boss Kim Hyung- 
geun, who not only provides me with gainful employment as a magazine editor, but also gave me 
yet another opportunity to realize a longstanding goal of mine.

Most importantly, I’d like to thank my wife, Solongo, for her love and encouragement, and express 
my heartfelt apologies for the countless hours away at the office and on the road.

H is to r y  D is c l a im e r

History is a subject that lends itself easy to controversy and disputes, and Korean history is no 
different. In doing the research for this book, I spent more hours wading through books, magazines, 
brochures, homepages, blogs, online encyclopedias and wikis—in English and Korean—than I care 
to count. I tried to be balanced and, more to the point, non-controversial in the historical accounts 
given in this book, which is, after all, a tourist guidebook, not a university history text. Still, 
accounts differ, so don’t take what you read here as the final word. If you really want to expand your 
knowledge of Korean history, some English-language resources you may wish to consider are:

Books
•  New History o f Korea by Lee Hyun-hee, et. al. (Jimoondang)
•  Korea Old and New: A History by Carter Eckert, Ki-baik Lee et. al. (Harvard University Press)
• Korea’s Place in the Sun: A Modern History by Bruce Cumings (W. W. Norton & Company)

Websites
•  Korea.net (www.korea.net)
•  Korean History Project (www.koreanhistoryproject.org)
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