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INTRODUCTION

Korea—Land of Contrasts

Korea is a land of dramatic contrasts. Boasting some 5,000 years of history, it is a
country with one foot firmly planted in the past, but at the same time one dashing
headlong into the future. In Korea, ancient temples and historic palaces coexist
side-by-side with glittering skylines of glass and steel. In the countryside, high-
speed trains blaze past tranquil pastoral landscapes little changed for centuries.
One night you can be partying the night away at one of Asia’s hottest clubs, and
the next meditating at a serene Buddhist monastery on a remote mountainside.
Even from the cacophony of downtown Seoul, verdant forests and pleasant
hillside trails are never more than an hour away.

Long overlooked by international travelers in favor of its larger, better-known
neighbors, Korea is finally coming into its own as a tourist destination. And it’s
about time. With exciting cities, a rich and ancient culture and splendid natural
scenery, Korea’s got something for everyone.

No country—Ilet alone one like Korea—can be fairly reduced to a guidebook,
no matter how many pages. Korea must be experienced to be properly
understood. What this guidebook seeks to do, however, is point the visitor in the
proper direction.

How to Use This Book

For practical purposes, this guidebook is divided into two parts:

Part One

This section introduces Korea province-by-province, exploring the wealth of
history, culture and entertainment to be found within. General tourist information
is interspersed with helpful and informative tips about local culture and history in
order to enrich your experience. Each chapter is concluded with information on
recommended restaurants in the area.

Part Two

This part provides basic information that visitors must know, including customs
procedures, visa information, hotel information and the like. For the convenience
of the user, information has been arranged in a logical manner so that you can
find what you want to know quickly. A small section on the Korean language has
been included, too—it won’t make you fluent, but it will help you get around.
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Features

This guide contains a number of special features that aim to enrich your travel
experience, including a section on history, maps, tips and notes on Korean
culture.

Korea’s Best 8
Don’t know where to begin? Too busy to fumble through the pages? Our opening
“Korea’s Best 8” lists will put you on the right track.

Itineraries

Here are some itineraries to get you started. We’ve organized our itineraries by
theme—urban tours, history &c culture, etc.—with three, five and seven-day
options available.

History of Korea

We’ve managed to pack 5,000 years of Korean history into 10 concise pages.
While you’ll learn a lot about Korea’s past while you’'re on the road, it helps to
know a little bit before going in.

Maps

Lots of useful maps to give you an idea of where you’ve got to go. You can pick
up more detailed local maps, too, at Tourism Information Centers found at many
train stations, bus terminals and popular tourist destinations throughout Korea.

Travel Tips
These notes give you helpful advice on tourist destinations and tour options. They
also include “O ff the Beaten Track” destinations, including some of Korea’s
hidden gems.

History and Culture

These notes provide details and helpful historical and cultural background
information on places, individuals and stories related to the city. Wondering who
King Sejong the Great was? Haven’t a clue about the Baekje Kingdom? Don’t
worry—we’ll tell you all about them. You can read these while you're out and
about or at your own leisure.



M AP OF KOREA

'‘a Hwacheon N...
Gangwon-do

Chuncheon
Gapyeong
Jeongdongjin
Uli df
eungdo Ookdo
Veongwl!
Yeongju
) East Sea

Cheongu n fficheon

a ™ T Songnisan Uungyeono

National Pa-k Andoo9
Yellow Sea
Gyeongju
National Park
Hapcheon
Miryang
uyeongsangnam-ao
NatkmT Park O Q
Jinju
Hadong
Jeollanam-do  Suncheon Goseong - tedo
Tongyeong
MOKPOWo!chuisan  Boseong YeosuHa\tyeo Maritime
National Park National Park
Heuksando Goheung
Haenam
Dadohae Maritime
Jindo National Park
Wando

South Sea

Jeju-do



INTRODUCTION

KOREA IN STATISTICS

Location Northeast Asia, between latitudes 330and 39°N, and longitudes 1240and i30°E
Area 100,033km2 (109th in the world)

Population 48,580,293 (2010)

Population Density 485.6/km2

Male/Female Ratio 98.7 males for every 100 females (2010)

Life Expectancy Male: 76.12 years, female: 82.7 years (2012 est.)
Urbanization 83% of total population (2010)

GDP US$1,014.3 billion (15th in the world)

GDP Per Capita (PPP) $31,700 (2011 est.)

Average Marrying Age 31.6 for men and 28.7 for women (2009)
Mean Temperatures 22.5 to 25 °C Qul), -5 to -2.5 °C Qan)
Foreign Population 918,917 (2010)

Exports US$558.8 billion (2011 est.)

Chief Exports Semiconductors, wireless telecommunications equipment, motor vehicles,

computers, steel, ships, petrochemicals
Chief Export Partners China 27.9%, US 10.2%, Japan 5.8% (2010)
Imports US$525.2 billion (2011 est.)

Chief Import Partners China 17.9%, Japan 16.2%, US 10.1%, Saudi Arabia 5.2%, Australia
4.9% (2010)

Chief Imports Machinery, electronics and electronic equipment, oil, steel, transport

equipment, organic chemicals, plastics

Crime Rate 1,836,496 cases in 2007

<Sources: Statistics Korea, CIA World Factbook>



QJEONGDONGUJIN (See p264)
This railway station-on-the-sea boasts Korea's most
romantic sunrises.

Q NAMHANSANSEONG FORTRESS (See P210)
The views from this historic hilltop fortress south of
Seoul are inspiring

O0SOSWAEWON GARDEN (See p456)
Rock, wood and bamboo form a sublime harmony in
this amazing garden

Q BUSEOKSA TEMPLE (See P561)
The sunset at one of Korea's most historic monasteries
is a spiritual experience.






B N SEOUL TOWER (see pss)

The best views of Seoul are had from this city
landmark.

B BUSAN'S HAEUNDAE DISTRICT
AT NIGHT (See p592)

Busan's glimmering skyline glimmers in the sea.

B HUWON GARDEN (see p55)
Korea's most beautiful garden is a feast for the eyes

in any season.

B BOSEONG TEA PLANTATIONS (see P491)

Beautiful rolling hills covered in manicured draperies
of green.



O SEOUL'S JOSEON PALACES (see p50)
How many cities in the world can boast five royal
palaces?

OGYEONGUJU (See p531)
The Silla Kingdom's ancient capital is an outdoor
museum.

B SUWON HWASEONG FORTRESS (see p202)
Suwon's old city walls utilize modern construction
techniques and represent the height of the Joseon
Renaissance.

QgONGJU & BUYEO (see p359, 369)
The temples and tombs of these two towns testify to
the greatness of the Baekje Kingdom.



INCHEON (See p i71)

Korea's biggest "treaty port" ishome to a
fascinating and exotic architectural heritage.

DMZ (see p i92)
The truce village of Panmunjeom and the inter-

Korean DMZ are living history.

ANDONG HAHOE VILLAGE (see p554)

A visit to this beautiful oxbow village is like
stepping back in time.

HAEINSA TEMPLE (See p546)

This spectacular monastery is home to Tripitaka
Koreana, a 13th century wood-block print of the
Buddhist cannon.



Nature KOREA’'S BEST 8

Q JUSANJI RESERVOIR (see p570)

When the lake steams in early morning, it's a
mysterious but entrancing landscape.

B JIRISAN NATIONAL PARK (See P618)

This giant mountain park offers some of Korea's
best hiking.

B uro WETLANDS (see P631)

Korea's largest inland swamp is an ecological
paradise.

O ULLEUNGDO ISLAND (see p572) /

The volcanic island of Ulleungdo boasts of
Korea's most unique landscape.

tin



JEJUDO ISLAND (see P628)
Recently designated a wonder of nature, the volcanic island of
Jejudo is a nature lover's paradise.

SEORAKSAN NATIONAL PARK (see P239)

The craggy peaks of Mt. Seoraksan present Korea's most
dramatic mountain scenery, especially in autumn.

DADOHAE MARITIME NATIONAL PARK (see p483)

The countless islands of this park off Korea's southwest coast
require weeks to explore fully.

SUNCHEONMAN BAY (see p496)

The sunsets over this beautiful stretch of coastal wetland are
well worth the visit.



Things to Do KOREA'S BEST 8

Q SKIING (see p278, 285)

Korea is fast becoming one of Asia's top ski destinations.

Vl TEMPLESTAY (See p688, 733)

Reconnect with your spiritual side at one of Korea's
beautiful Buddhist monasteries.

M HONGDAE CLUBS (ses pi 14)
Some of Seoul's finest nightlife can be found in the
indie music and dance clubs near Hongik University.

O NON-VERBAL PERFORMANCES (See P75, 78)

Energetic shows like "Nanta" and "Jump" transcend
the language barrier.
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B DONGGANG RIVER RAFTING (see p282)
The wilds of Gangwon-do are best experienced from
the white waters of the Donggang River.

B BORYEONG MUD FESTIVAL (see P380)

Get dirty at Korea's biggest summer festival.

A SKYJUMP IN DAEGU (See P516)

Combine bungee jumping with BASE jumping, and
this iswhat you get. One of only four in the world.

B SURF THE SEAS OFF BUSAN (See P583)

Enjoy a bit of yachting, surfing or swimming off the
Korean Riviera.

9815

Dtm+nuc
'BUSAN



Food

Il PALACE CUISINE (see p690)

Eat like a king and experience the height of
Korean cuisine.

0JEONJU BIBIMBAP (see p405)

Korea's signature dish is best tried in its
spiritual homeland.

OTRADITIONAL WINES
AND LIQUORS (see p700)

Koreans love to drink, and you'll find plenty of
places to sample the local firewater.

QJAGALCHI FISH MARKET (see p586)

Korea's most famous seafood market must be
experienced to be believed.

-i

KOREA’S BESTS



B NAMDO CUISINE (see p693)
In the Korean southwest, the food comes
cheap, plentiful and good.

B suwoN GALBI see p203)

Meat eaters will like the city of Suwon and its
famous barbecued short ribs.
A STREETFOOD (see p699)

Walk along the streets and you'll find stalls
selling some very tasty eats.

B JEJUDO FOOD see p693)

Not surprisingly, the island of Jejudo produces
a rich variety of seafood.
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ITINERARIES

The Korea Experience

(Almost) all trips to Korea begin with Seoul (p43),
and it’s worth spending a couple of days in the
dynamic political, cultural and economic heart of the
country, exploring its historic palaces, taking in the
sights, enjoying the nightlife and gaining an
appreciation for the dramatic contrast between old
and new of today’s Korea.

While in Seoul, be sure to take a day trip to the
surreal “truce village” of Panmunjeom at the Korean
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), the dividing line between
North and South Korea and the world’s last
remaining Cold War frontier. Time permitting, make
another day trip to the historic walled city of Suwon,
whose 18th century fortifications mark the pinnacle
of Joseon Dynasty science and engineering.

When you’re done with the Seoul area, take the
scenic train trip to the East Sea town of Gangneung,
passing through the rugged mountains of central
Korea. From Gangneung, take a bus north to the
port of Sokcho, the gateway to Seoraksan National
Park, Korea’s most spectacular mountain park. It's
worth spending a day or two here exploring this
picturesque region.

From Sokcho, take a bus down Korea’s beautiful
East Sea coast to Gyeongju, the ancient capital of the
Silla Dynasty, when classical Korean civilization
reached its height. You could spend weeks here
exploring its Buddhist temples, gardens and ruins,
but plan on at least two days.

After Gyeongju, take the short bus ride to Busan,
Korea’s second largest city and its busiest port.
Busan’s dramatic location, wedged between the
mountains and the sea, results in spectacular scenery,
especially at night. A couple of days here should be
enough to absorb the city’s distinctive sights, sounds
and aromas.

The Korea Experience

Benoneung

cpsi

Day 1 Explore the city of Seoul.

Day 2 Continue exploring Seoul or visit
Suwon Hwaseong Fortress.

Day 3 Visit Panmunjeom in the DMZ.

Day 1-2 Explore the city of Seoul.

Day 3 Take the KTX head down to the
ancient Korean capital of Gyeongju.

Day 4 From Gyeongju, take the short ride to
Busan and experience that city.

Day 5 Take the KTX back to Seoul.

Day 1-2 Explore the city of Seoul.

Day 3 Take a day trip to the DMZ.

Day 4 Head to the city of Sokcho to see
beautiful Seoraksan National Park.

Day 5 From Sokcho, take a bus down to
Gyeongju to check out its ancient
monuments.

Day 6 Spend a morning in Gyeongju, and
then take the bus to Busan.

Day 7 Ifyour flight is in the evening, spend
some time Busan, then take the KTX to
Seoul.



From Busan, either fly or take a ferry to the
charming volcanic island of Jejudo, a land of
endless natural beauty and a fascinating culture
distinct from that of the mainland. End your
trip to Korea relaxing on Jejudo’s beaches,
climbing Mt. Hallasan or exploring one of the
island’s many scenic coastal hiking paths.

Urban Korea

the
of Myeong-dong,

W hile wander around
neighborhoods

Dongdaemun, Hongdae and Gangnam, all of

in Seoul,

which pulsate with non-stop energy.

From Seoul, take the commuter train to the
historic port city of Incheon, where you can
sample the exotic charm of the old waterfront
and Korea’'s oldest Chinatown. To see the
Korea of the future, also visit Incheon’s
gleaming Songdo New City, an ambitious
experiment in 21st century urban planning.

Daejeon, a high-tech city that is Korea’s
answer to Silicon Valley. Be sure to visit Expo
Park while you’re there. From Daejeon, take
the express train to Gwangju, southwest
Korea’s largest city, a growing cultural hub
and home to some of Korea’s finest cuisine.
Explore the restaurants and galleries but it’s
also worth hiking Mt. Mudeungsan,
Gwangju’s guardian mountain.

From Gwangju, take an express bus to
Daegu, a vibrant commercial and industrial
city in southeast Korea. The city’s Traditional
Medicine Market and old missionary sites are
fascinating, and thrill-seekers won’t want to
miss 83 Tower’s Skyjump.

From Daegu, it’s just a short bus or train
ride to the port of Busan, Korea’s second
largest city. Soak up its bustling, sometimes
chaotic and oddly cosmopolitan charms.

INTRODUCTION 23

Urban Korea

Day 1 Spend a day (and night) exploring Seoul.
Day 2 Take the KTX to Busan.

Day 3 After exploring Busan, take the KTX
back to Seoul.

Day 1 Spend a day (and night) exploring
Seoul.

Day 2 Spend another day in Seoul or head to
Gwangiju to experience its culinary and
cultural landscape.

Day 3 From Gwangju, take a bus to the lively
city of Daegu.

Day 4 From Daegu, take a bus or train to
Busan.

Day 5 After exploring Busan, take the KTX
back to Seoul.

Day 1 Spend a day (and night) exploring
Seoul.

Day 2 Take the subway to Incheon to take in
its historic and modern sites. Return to Seoul.
Day 3 Take the KTX to Daejeon, Korea’s
Silicon Valley.

Day 4 From Daejeon, hop on the KTX to
Gwangju to experience its cultural and
culinary charms.

Day 5 From Gwangju, hop on a bus to the
lively city of Daegu.

Day 6 After taking in Daeju, take the short bus
or train ride to Busan, Korea’s second city.
Day 7 After exploring Busan, take the KTX
back to Seoul.
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Depending on the season, you may want to check
out Haeundae Beach, the “Korean Riviera,” or rub
shoulders with the stars during October’s Busan
International Film Festival.

Historic Korea

Any exploration of historic Korea should begin in
Seoul, which has been Korea’s capital for 600 years.
Visit the National Museum of Korea, of course, but
also tour Seoul’s five Joseon Dynasty palaces, stroll
about the quaint traditional alleyways of the
Bukchon neighborhoods, hike the city’s old city
walls, and maybe check out the old churches,
schools and legations in Jeong-dong, Seoul’s old
Western Quarter.

From Seoul, head down to Suwon and hike its
magnificent UNESCO-registered city walls, built in
the 18th century using technology and techniques
from both East and West. After Suwon, head to the
historic towns of Gongju and Buyeo, the former
capitals of the ancient Baekje Kingdom, a culturally
sophisticated kingdom that played a key role in
transmitting Buddhism to Japan. Explore their
ancient tombs, ruined palaces and other sites, but
also be sure to take in the treasures housed in the
Gongju and Buyeo national museums.

From there, keep heading south to Jeonju, the
historic political and economic hub of the Jeolla
provinces known for its great food and rich
traditional arts culture. Enjoy a Jeonju bibimbap,
maybe take in a pansori performance, but above all,
spend a day walking around Jeonju Hanok Village,
with its alleys lined by handsome hanok homes.
From Jeonju, it might also be worth visiting the port
of Gunsan to witness Korea’s early modern history.

From Jeonju, head to Daegu and, from there, head
north to Andong, the heart of Korea’s Confucian
culture. Everyone visits the preserved Joseon
Dynasty village of Hahoe, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, but don’t forget to visit the beautiful

Historic Korea

Day 1 Explore Seoul's historic palaces.

Day 2 Spend a day walking around Bukchon
Hanok Village and Insa-dong.

Day 3 Take the subway to Suwon and
explore its impressive old city walls.

Day 1 Explore Seoul’s historic palaces.
Day 2 Take the subway to Suwon and
explore its impressive old city walls.

Day 3 From Seoul, hop on the KTX to the
ancient Korean capital of Gyeongju.

Day 4 Spend a full day exploring Gyeongju.
In the evening, head back to Seoul.

Day 5 Spend the morning walking about
Seoul's Bukchon Hanok Village.

Day 1 Explore Seoul’s historic palaces.
Day 2 Spend a day walking around Bukchon
Hanok Village and Insa-dong.

Day 3 Take a bus to Gongju, the ancient
capital of the Baekje Kingdom.

Day 4 Head to Daegu, and to Gyeongju.
Day 5 Spend a full day exploring Gyeongju.
Day 6 Take the bus or train to Andong. Be
sure to visit Hahoe Village.

Day 7 From Andong, hop on a bus or train
back to Seoul.



old Confucian academies of Dosan Seowon
and Byeongsan Seowon, or the lovely
Buddhist temple of Bongjeongsa. While at
Hahoe, take in a performance of the town’s
famous mask dance.

From Andong, head to Gyeongju, a virtual
outdoor museum to the brilliance of the
ancient Silla civilization. The highlight here is
the grand Buddhist temple of Bulguksa and its
Seokguram Grotto, possibly the finest piece of
Buddhist art in the country, but you’ll also
want to spend a day hiking around Mt.
Namsan, with its countless Buddhist rock
carvings, pagodas and ruins. While in
Gyeongju, try to stop by Yangdong Village,
another beautifully preserved Joseon Dynasty
village and UNESCO World Heritage Site.

From Gyeongju, backtrack to Daegu again,
and take the short trip from there to Haeinsa
Temple, home of the Tripitaka Koreana, a
vast collection of ingeniously preserved
wooden printing blocks, carved in the 13th
century, containing the entirety of the
Buddhist canon.

Natural Korea

Oddly enough, you can find some of
Korea’s most spectacular nature along the
DMZ, one of the world’s most militarized
frontiers. The lack of human activity in the
DMZ has produced a unique ecosystem and
an ironically tranquil landscape that is home
to migratory birds and many species of rare
plants and animals.

Mt. Seoraksan, on Korea’s East Sea coast, is
widely regarded as Korea’s most beautiful
nature park, with dramatic, jagged granite
peaks, deep and thickly wooded valleys, and
brilliant rock formations along the ocean
coast. To properly appreciate it all, you need a
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Natural Korea

Day 1 Visit some of Seoul's natural sites like
Seonyudo Park or Bukhansan National Park.
Day 2 Head to the DMZ and take in its natural
splendor.

Day 3 Take a day trip to Taean National Park.

Day 1 From Seoul, catch a bus to Sokcho, the
town at the base of Seoraksan National Park.
Day 2 Spend a day hiking around Seoraksan
National Park.

Day 3 From Sokcho, catch a bus to Wonju
Airport and catch a flight to Jejudo.

Day 4 Spend a day exploring the natural
wonder of Jejudo.

Day 5 Take a flight back to Incheon International
Airport and transfer to your flight home.

Day 1 From Seoul, catch a bus to Sokcho, the
town at the base of Seoraksan National Park.
Day 2 Spend a day hiking around Seoraksan
National Park.

Day 3 Take the long bus ride from Sokcho to
Suncheon (you may have to transfer) to take in
the sunset over Suncheonman Bay.

Day 4 Head to nearby Yeosu, and from there
explore Dadohae Maritime National Park.

Day 5 From Yeosu Airport, take a flight to
Jejudo.

Day 6 Spend a day exploring the natural
wonder of Jejudo.

Day 7 Take a flight back to Incheon International
Airport.
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couple of days. While you’re on the east coast, swing down to the small town of
Samcheok and explore the beautiful underground landscapes of its massive limestone
caves.

South of Seoul is Taean Haean National Park, where you can not only take in one of
Korea’s best sunsets, but also hike along beautiful seaside cliffs and experience the
unique ecology of Korea’s only sand dune.

The beachside resort of Boryeong is best known for Boryeong Mud Festival,
Korea’s greatest (and messiest) summer party, but nature lovers can better appreciate
its extensive mud flats, produced by some of the world’s most dramatic tides.

Southern Korea is dominated by the high massif of Mt. Jirisan. If you’re a hiker, you
could spend a full week here exploring its many trails and peaks. In its deep forests
lives Korea’s last remaining community of Asiatic black bears. Also near Mt. Jirisan is
the protected wetland area of Upo, which provides a habitat to migratory birds and
many endangered species of plants and animals.

Heading further south, there’s the beautiful coastal wetland along Suncheonman
Bay, known for its acres of mudflats, reeds and unspoiled ecology. The myriad islands
off Korea’s southern coastline, many of them contained within Hallyeo Maritime
National Park and Dadohae Maritime National Park, are also highly recommended.

No tour of Korea’s natural splendor would be complete without a visit to the
volcanic island of Jejudo, recently voted one of the world’s top sites of natural
wonder. Between the scenic coastlines, the amazing lava tubes and the grand volcanic
peak of Mt. Hallasan, you have enough here to keep you busy for weeks.

For the ultimate in Korean eco-tourism, set aside a couple of months to hike the
Baekdu Daegan, a trail that runs the entire length of Korea’s mountain spine.

Gourmet Korea

Despite its size, Korea is a nation of rich culinary diversity, and traveling around just
to explore its food can be a rewarding, albeit waist-expanding, experience.

Seoul is home to many of Korea’s finest restaurants, and certainly its best
international cuisine. Seoul was the city of kings, so be sure to try at least one meal of
royal palace cuisine, which should fill you up for at least a week.

You can experience Sino-Korean dishes like jjajangmyeon anywhere in Korea, but
the best can be had in its home of Incheon’s Chinatown. For something a bit spicier,
take the train from Seoul to the pleasant lakeside town of Chuncheon and dine on the
city’s signature dish, dak galbi, pan-fried chicken ribs mixed with noodles, vegetables
and rice cakes. In summer, also try makguksu, cold buckwheat noodles, for which the
region is famous.

Just south of Seoul is the city of Icheon, which is famous for a) its centuries old
ceramics culture, and b) ssalbap: steamed rice, soup and a table covered in side



dishes. Further south, in the ancient city of
Buyeo, be sure to order yeonbap—rice and
nuts that have been wrapped in a lotus leaf
and steamed. It looks as good as it tastes. If
your culinary tastes tend more towards the
liquid, historic Sewang Brewery in the small
town of Jincheon is a great place to learn
about the joys of makgeolli, milky Korean
rice beer.

Southeast Korea is generally not known for
its food, but if you know what you’re looking
for, you’ll find some gems. Andong, in
particular, has a well-regarded local cuisine
that includes dried mackerel, beotjesabap
(“fake memorial rites food”), Andong-style
steamed chicken and, perhaps most famous of
all, Andong soju, Korea’s best known
traditional firewater. Busan, too, is a
wonderful place to eat. Jagalkchi Fish Market
is not only a great place to score raw fish, but
a sight to behold in and of itself.

Korea’s best cuisine, however, can be found
in the country’s southwest. The Jeolla
provinces have long served as the nation’s
breadbasket, a fact reflected in their rich and-
highly developed local food. The best known
regionally specialty is Jeonju bibimbap, rice
mixed with vegetables and a tangy red
pepper sauce, served with a dozen or so side
dishes. Jeollanam-do, meanwhile, is famous
for Namdo cuisine, which features a table
packed with high-quality meats, seafood and
vegetables from around the province. Once
you've had this, you may find eating
elsewhere unsatisfying. Adventurous eaters
with a strong gag reflex will definitely want
to try a local specialty, hongeohoe—sliced,

fermented skate.
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Gourmet Korea

Day 1 Explore Seoul's culinary treasures,
including royal palace cuisine.

Day 2 Take a day trip to Chuncheon and try out
dak galbi(pan-fried chicken ribs) and makguksu
(cold buckwheat noodles).

Day 3 Try out Chinese food, Korean-style, in
Incheon.

myna

Day 1 Explore Seoul’s culinary treasures,
including royal palace cuisine.

Day 2 Take a day trip to Chuncheon and try out
dak galbi (pan-fried chicken ribs) and makguksu
(cold buckwheat noodles).

Day 3 From Seoul, hop on a bus or train to Jeonju
and have a Jeonju bibimbap.

Day 4 Head to Gwangju, home to some of Korea's
best food, and sample some Namdo cuisine.

Day 5 Head back to Seoul. Maybe stop by
Incheon for some Korean-style Chinese food.

Day 1 Explore Seoul’s culinary treasures,
including royal palace cuisine.

Day 2 Take a day trip to Chuncheon and try out
dak galbi (pan-fried chicken ribs) and makguksu
(cold buckwheat noodles).

Day 3 From Seoul, hop on a bus or train to Jeonju
and have a Jeonju bibimbap.

Day 4 Head to Gwangju, home to some of Korea’s
best food, and sample some Namdo cuisine.

Day 5 From Gwangju, head to Busan to check out
Jagalchi Fish Market.

Day 6 From Busan, head to Andong, home to a
very unique local cuisine.

Day 7 From Andong, head back to Seoul.
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ABOUT KOREA

Topograghy a Ba pennrsula that

juts out from the southern
reaches of Manchuria in Northeast Asia. The
peninsula stretches 1,100 km from north to
south, and has a total area—including
islands—of 220,847 km2 Interms of area, this
makes the peninsula roughly the size of the
United Kingdom. The peninsula is considerably
wider at its northern frontier and narrows at
the waist; Koreans often liken its shape to that
of a roaring tiger.

Forthe purpose of this guide book, however,
“Korea” will refer only to the southern half of
the Korean Peninsula, that part of the
peninsula that stretches from the inter-Korean
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) in the north to the
southern coast and the offshore islands of
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Topography of South Korea
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Jejudo and Marado to the south. It is this part of the peninsula that is under the
administration of the Republic of Korea, or “South Korea,” and the part that is widely
open to international visitors and tourists. The northern half of the peninsula, or "North
Korea,” is administered by a separate government, and beyond the purview of this book.

South Korea has atotal land area of 100,033 km2 making it roughly the size of the US
state of Indiana. It takes just under three hours by high-speed train to travel from Seoul,
in the north, to Busan, in the south and, generally speaking, few places are beyond a

four or five-hour drive away.

Beautiful mountains of the Taebaeksan Range. Mountains account for most of Korea’s area.
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Over 70% of Korea’s landmass is mountains, particularly along the east coast, where
the high peaks of the Taebaeksan Mountain Range form the “backbone" of the country;
and the south, which is dominated by the grand massif of Mt. Jirisan. The areas around
the western coast tend to be flatter, with large plains on which you’ll find some of Korea’s
most productive farmland.

Korea also has several sizable islands, most notably volcanic Jejudo, dominated by the
massive shield of Mt. Hallasan (1,950 m), South Korea’s highest peak. Other notable
islands include Geojedo, a major scenic and industrial center near Busan; Jindo, a rural
island off the southwest tip of Korea; Ganghwado, a historic island that has guarded the
mouth of the Hangang River for centuries; and Ulleungdo, a small volcanic island in the
East Sea and one of Korea’s hidden gems.

Korea has several large rivers, including the Hangang River, which flows through Seoul;
the Nakdonggang River, which flows through southeast Korea and empties out by Busan;
the Geumgang River, which feeds the rich farmlands of west-central Korea; and the
Yeongsangang River, which drains southwest Korea. The country doesn’t have any large
natural lakes, but it does have several large reservoirs as a result of 20th century hydro-
electric projects, including Chungjuho Lake in central Korea and Paroho Lake in
northeastern Korea.

n . As of 2010, South Korea had a population 0f48,580,000 people,

emograp ICS Wijth a population density of about 486 people per km2 This is
deceptive, though—as most of the country is mountainous, the bulk of the population
lives along the river basins and west coast plains, or in valleys between the mountains.
Moreover, Korea’s population is highly urbanized. As of 2005, over 80% of Koreans lived
in cities; fully one fifth of Koreans lived in Seoul alone. What this means is that while
major cities and urban clusters like Seoul-Incheon-Gyeonggi-do can be incredibly
crowded, much of the countryside is blissfully quiet and tranquil, and many mountain
regions are hardly populated at all.

Ethnic Koreans make up the overwhelming majority of the population. Koreans are an
ancient people, but there is no full agreement as to their historical root. It is widely
believed Koreans are descended from peoples who migrated to the Korean Peninsula
from Central Asia during the Paleolithic and Neolithic eras. Their unique language,
Korean, is frequently classified as Altaic, making it a relative of Mongolian, Turkish, and
the languages of Central Asia and Siberia, as well as possibly Japanese. Over the
centuries, Koreans have adopted many
cultural and political concepts from China,
most notably Confucianism, while at the
same time successfully maintaining a
distinct cultural and national identity.

Traditionally, Korea has been pretty
homogeneous ethnically, and proudly so.

Until only recently, the only major ethnic
minority was a small population of ethnic

Chinese, or hwagyo, who began settling Korean fans Guring World Cup 2002



30 SEOUL SELECTION GUIDES: KOREA

in Korea at the very end of the 19th century. Things are changing, however. Korea’s
miraculous economic success has attracted more and and more foreigners to its shores,
producing a society that is increasingly multicultural. In 2007, the number of foreigners
residing in Korea topped 1 million for the first time ever. Many migrants come from China
and developing nations in south, southeast and central Asia to work in Korea’s labor-
starved small and medium-sized factories. More recently, large numbers of younger
foreign women have come to Korea as brides—Korea’s demographics have produced a
shortage of marriageable women, especially in the countryside. The cultural impact of
these marriages, and the multi-ethnic children that result, is expected to be profound,
especially in rural districts where so-called “international marriages” account for up to
40% of total marriages.

Another recent demographic trend being felt is aging. Not long ago, Koreans had large
families; now, Korea has one of the lowest birth rates in the OECD. Again, this is
especially noticeable in the countryside, where it sometimes seems there are no young
people at all. As with multicutturalism, the aging phenomenon is expected to have a
major impact on Korean society in the decades to come.

p Korea is an advanced, industrialized economy, albeit one adjusting to its
Y newly achieved status as a global trading powerhouse. Korea’s nominal
GDP was estimated at US$1.007 trillion in 2010. Adjusted for purchasing power parity, it
stood at US$1.459 trillion, making Korea the 13th largest economy in the world. Nominal
GDP per capita was US$20,265 but, adjusted for purchasing power parity, it was
US$30,200. By means of comparison, this is roughly the EU average, and an amazing
figure if you consider that in the late 1950s, Korea was poorer than many African states.
Since 1996, Korea has been a member of the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD).
Korea’s economy is largely industrial and service-
based; agriculture, which once accounted for the
bulk of the economy, now accounts for less than 3%
of its GDP. International trade is an important
component ofthe economy—as of 2010, Korea was
the world’s 8th largest exporter, and the 11th largest
importer. Major exports include semiconductors, IT
equipment, automobiles, computers, steel, ships and
petrochemicals. A net aid recipient for much of the
post-Korean War period, Korea is now an
international aid giver and a member of the OECD

Development Assistance Committee.
Korea World Trade Center. Seoul

Government Korea is a multi-party democracy and a presidential republic with
power divided between the executive, legislative and judicial

branches. The executive branch is led by an elected president who serves a five-year
term. The president is assisted by an appointed prime minister and a cabinet, which is
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appointed by the president on the
recommendation of the prime minister.
Legislative responsibilities are handled
by a unicameral, 300-seat parliament, the
National Assembly; 246 of the lawmakers
are elected, and 54 selected by
proportional representation. Lawmakers
serve four year terms.

The judicial branch is led by both a
Supreme Court, the highest court of National Assembly Building, home of
appeals in the land, and the Korea'’s parliament
Constitutional Court, which deals primarily with issues of constitutionality. The
Constitution of the Republic of Korea is the highest law in the land. The Korean
constitution was promulgated in 1948, and last amended in 1988.

Secu rity & Safet;/ Due t0 North Korea’ South Korea is frequently depicted as a
dangerous hot zone. At the risk of minimizing the tragedy of

national division, however, Korea is a pretty safe place. Technically speaking. North and
South Korea are still at war, and have been since 1950, but acts of violence between the
two, while they do happen (such as North Korea’s 2010 sinking of the South Korean
warship ROKS Cheonan and the shelling of a South Korean island later that year), are
rare and usually restricted to remote parts of the DMZ or the contested maritime
boundary in the West Sea. Bill Clinton might have once called the DMZ the scariest place
on Earth, but the fact that the DMZ is one of Korea's premier travel destinations, with
scores of tourists visiting daily, should provide perspective.

Crime rates, too, are relatively low, especially compared to those of the United States.
In Korea’s big cities, some neighborhoods might be nicer than others, but what you
won'’t find are crime-infested ghettos or slums. If you drop your phone or wallet, you
even stand a chance of having it returned. Still, Korea is not completely crime free, and
you should take the ordinary precautions you'd take anywhere when going out. Female
travelers, in particular, will want to take care—sexual assaults against international
travelers, white rare, do happen. Being aware of your surroundings and using common
sense should get you through just fine.

It is also worth mentioning here
Korea’s time-honored tradition of
street protests. Street protests are not
an uncommon phenomenon,
especially in Seoul. These protests are
mostly harmless, but they can
sometimes get rowdy, with violent
clashes between protesters and riot
police. To avoid getting caught up in
something, try to avoid political
demonstrations if you can.

South Korean MP at the DMZ
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HISTORY OF KOREA

Prehistory & Gojoseon
Koreans state with pride that their nation has a

5,000 year history and, indeed, they are one of

the few peoples on earth who can trace their
national lineage back thousands of years.
Archaeological evidence such as stone tools
and pottery shards indicate that the Korean
Peninsula has been inhabited since at least the
Stone Age; the Korean people of today,
however, are believed to be descendants of
Altaic tribes from Central Asia, Siberia and
Manchuria who migrated to the Korean
Peninsula in waves between the Stone and
Bronze ages. Koreans traditionally date the
founding of their nation to 2333 BC, when
Dangun—the grandson of the King of Heaven-
founded the kingdom of Gojoseon in what is
now southern Manchuria. Dangun may have
been a figure of legend, but the kingdom he
was said to have founded was certainly real.
The kings of Gojoseon ruled over a prosperous
and sophisticated Bronze Age civilization that

According to legend, the grandson of
Heaven, the king Dangun Wanggeom, is
said to have founded the first Korean nation,
Gojoseon. in 2333 BC. It is theorized by
some that the term Dangun Wanggeom
refers not necessarily to an individual, but to
a title, a king who combined temporal and
religious authority. In 1919, Korea's
government-in-exile designated 2333 BC as
year one in a new calendar system still in
use today.

covered much of what is now North Korea and Manchuria from at least the 8th century
BC until 108 BC, when the Chinese Han Dynasty invaded and liquidated the kingdom.

The Three Kingdoms

In northern Korea, the victorious Chinese replaced Gojoseon with four Chinese
commanderies, which were met with local hostility. Elsewhere on the Korean Peninsula
and southern Manchuria, Korean tribes formed tribal confederations. The state of Buyeo
arose in the north in the second century BC, while, in the south, three large tribal
confederations, the Samhan (“Three Han”), took root. By the first century AD, these
confederacies congregated into three great kingdoms: Goguryeo, a militarily powerful
state that, at its height, ruled much of Manchuria and Korea as far south as the Hangang
River valley; Baekje, a culturally sophisticated Buddhist kingdom that controlled most of
southwest Korea and the Hangang River valley; and Silla, something of a late bloomer
that ruled the mountainous but easily defensible lands of southeast Korea. An intense
rivalry developed between these three kingdoms for domination of the Korean
Peninsula, giving birth to the Three Kingdoms Period. The wars, alliances and betrayals
of the Three Kingdoms Period defined Korean history for the first six centuries of the

millennium.
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Baekje was the first to blossom. Founded by a
branch of the Buyeo royal family that had
migrated south in 18 BC, Baekje consolidated its

Northern Wei

rule over central and southwest Korea, reaching
its territorial height in the fourth century. Baekje
maintained close ties with both Tang Dynasty
China, from which it adopted many aspects of
Chinese high culture and statecraft, and Japan,
to which it played a leading role in transmitting
the trappings of advanced continental
civilization. In 384, the kingdom adopted

Buddhism as the state religion; the faith would oorabee!

have a tremendous impact on Baekje’s political, e
social and artistic cultures.

The fifth century, however, was to be
Goguryeo's. Like Baekje, Goguryeo was founded Three Kin9doms Period <6,h Cen,urY>
by a former Buyeo prince in 37 BC. Over the next three centuries, it strengthened its hold
on the territories of southern Manchuria and northern Korea; constantly at odds with
various Chinese dynasties and the rough-and-ready tribes of Manchuria, the kingdom
developed a strong martial culture. Under the reigns of King Gwanggaeto the Great (r.
391-412) and his son, King Jangsu (r. 413-491), Goguryeo went on a conquering spree,
acquring large swaths of Manchuria in the north and the Hangang River valley in the
south through wars against Manchurian tribes and states and Baekje and Silla. By the
first decades of the sixth century, Goguryeo ruled three-fourths of the Korean Peninsula,
the Liaodong Peninsula, southern Manchuria and even parts of what is now the Russian
Far East.

Goguryeo’s Golden Age, too, was not to last,
in 551, Baekje—in alliance with the third of the
Three Kingdoms, Silla—invaded Goguryeo in a
bid to retake the strategically and economically
vital Hangang River valley. After a series of
costly assaults on Goguryeo fortresses, Baekje
succeeded in retaking the valley in 553, but
was immediately betrayed by Silla, which
quickly seized the region from exhausted
Murals from Goguryeo tomb, 5th century Baekije forces. In 554, Baekje invaded Silla in
retaliation, but the offensive ended in disaster at the Battle of Gwansanseong Fortress,
when the Baekje army was decimated and the Baekje king killed.

According to historical texts, the kingdom of Silla was founded in 57 BC, but historians
themselves believe the state was the last of the Three Kingdoms to centralize. With its
capital in today’s Gyeongju, Silla consolidated a hold on the tribes and city states of
southeast Korea; in the mid-sixth century, it conquered the Gaya Confederacy, a group of
city states that formed a buffer between Silla and Baekje. Internally, it grew a highly
developed, stratified society ruled by a monarchy and several aristocratic families. In
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528 AD, after some resistance, Silla adopted Buddhism as a state religion. The core of its
military was formed by an elite of aristocratic young men trained in Buddhism and the
martial arts, the hwarang.

The sixth and seventh centuries were a period of great tumult on the Korean Peninsula
as Silla, Baekje and Goguryeo waged an all-out struggle for domination. Baekje, which
never recovered from the Battle of Gwansanseong and was ruled by kings more
interested in building Buddhist temples than a powerful army, was at a disadvantage. In
660, the forces of Silla, led by the great general Kim Yu-sin, invaded and conquered
Baekje in alliance with Tang Dynasty China. In 668, the Silla-Tang alliance conquered
Goguryeo, which had been fatally weakened by wars with the Chinese. After the fall of
Goguryeo, the Chinese attempted to establish a colony of their own in Korea, but were
forcibly kicked out of the peninsula by Silla after a decade of war. Silla had “united” the
Korean Peninsula under one ruler.

Unified Silla and the North-South States Period

Koreans ofter refer to the period following Silla’s conquest of Baekje and Goguryeo as
the “Unified Silla Period." Silla’s unification of the Korean Peninsula was not complete,
however. In 698, aformer Goguryeo general founded the kingdom of Balhae. This
prosperous and cultured kingdom would rule much of northern Korea and southern
Manchuria until 926, when it was conquered by a Manchurian people, the Khitan.

The Unified Silla Period was the zenith of Korean classical civilization. The royal capital
of Gyeongju was one of the world’s great cities, its palaces, gardens and temples famous
even in China. Led by strong kings from the Kim clan, Silla developed a rich culture, with
Buddhism playing a central role. Many of Korea’s cultural treasures, including the
beautiful Buddhist monastery of Bulguksa and its sublime Seokguram Grotto, date from
this cultural Golden Age.

From the late eighth century, however, Silla was plagued by political instability as
aristocratic families fought with one another for influence and control. The king became
little more than a figurehead, and the capital’s control of the provinces began to slip as
leading families and individuals carved out virtual fiefdoms. Illustrative of this state of
affairs was the story of Jang Bo-go, a low-born soldier who, from his base on the island
of Wan-do off southwest Korea, carved out what amounted to his own transnational

maritime empire before being assassinated in 841.

As the 10th century rolled around, Silla found itself in an
almost constant state of civil war. Powerful figures in the north
and southwest broke away from Silla, establishing the
kingdoms of Later Goguryeo and Later Baekje, beginning the
so-called Later Three Kingdoms Period. In 918, a Later
Goguryeo general by the name of Wang Geon overthrew his
king and took power for himself, renaming the kingdom
Goryeo. Moving south, Wang Geon absorbed the rump state of
Silla in 935, and defeated Later Baekje the following year. At
last, Korea was, for the first time in its history, united under the
rule of one king.
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Goryeo Dynasty

Like Silla before it, Goryeo—from which the English word

“Korea” is derived-was a devoutly Buddhist kingdom.

Wang Geon established his royal capital in his hometown

of Gaegyeong (today’s Kaeseong, in North Korea); to

promote continuity, he married a Silla princess and

incorporated the Silla aristocracy into his new political

order. Under Goryeo, the arts and culture flourished—

Buddhist temples were constructed all across the

country, and Korean ceramics reached their pinnacle of

artistry with the development of so-called Goryeo

celadon, the blue-green ware for which Korea was

famous throughout the Far East. In 1234, a Goryeo official

crafted the world’s first metal movable type, a full two Goryeo celedon was a highly valued
centuries before Johannes Gutenberg developed commodity in East Asia. © Yonhap
movable type in Europe. Economically, Goryeo was a vibrant trading state, conducting
trade with nations as far away as the Middle East. Goryeo ginseng was an especially
prized commodity. Goryeo was plagued by both foreign threats and domestic instability.
In the 11th and 12th centuries, the kingdom was forced to contend with invasions by
Manchurian tribes and peoples. In 1170, dissident generals launched a coup, turning the
Goryeo king into a figurehead and establishing a virtual shogunate that witnessed the
kingdom run by a series of military strongmen.

Early 13th world history is dominated by the rise of the Mongols and, in 1231, it was
Goryeo’s turn to confront the horde. Overwhelmed, the Goryeo royal court fled to the
island of Ganghwa-do. In 1236, as an act of patriotic piety, the Goryeo king had carved
wood blocks of the entire Buddhist canon, the Tripitaka Koreana, which survives today at
the magnificent Buddhist monastery of Haeinsa. Unfortunately, it was ineffective as a
defense strategy: the Mongols were content to repeatedly trample and pillage the
defenseless mainland as the Korean royal family stewed on its island sanctuary. The
assassination in 1258 of the anti-Mongol dictator Choe Ui, the last of Korea’s military
rulers, brought the Goryeo shogunate to an end, and the king finally surrendered to the
Mongols, keeping his throne in return for making Goryeo a Mongol vassal state.

The Mongols brought great changes to Goryeo. Goryeo crown princes were taken to the
Mongol capital, married to Mongol princesses and given Mongol names. Mongols,
Central Asians and pro-Mongol Koreans were put in positions of power and influence. As
part of the Great Mongol Empire, Goryeo was integrated into the Silk Road and other
global trade routes; Arab and Uighur merchants set up communities of their own in
Gaegyeong.

Goryeo experienced something of a revival under the reign of King Gongmin (r. 1351-
1374), who struggled to free his state from the yoke of the Mongols who would lose
power in China with the establishment of the Ming Dynasty in 1368. Gongmin was
assassinated in 1374, however, and was succeeded by a series of weak kings until 1392,
when a general by the name of Yi Seong-gye rebelled and seized the throne for himself,
bringing the Goryeo Dynasty to an end.



36 SEOUL SELECTION GUIDES: KOREA

Joseon Dynasty

Coming to power with the assistance of powerful neo-
Confucian scholars and officials, Yi removed from power
and influence the Buddhist establishment, which was
despised by the new leadership for its wealth and
corruption under the previous dynasty. The founders of
the new Joseon Dynasty wished to create the model neo-
Confucian state, ruled by a king who in turn was assisted
by a class of Confucian schotar-officials. In this aim, they
largely succeeded, producing by the end of the dynasty’s
500-year history what many call the world’s most
Confucian culture.

The early Joseon Dynasty was ruled by strong, capable
kings. The most brilliant of these was King Sejong the
Great (r. 1318-1450), the very model of the wise

King Sejong the Great, Confucian scholar-king. Sejong oversaw reforms that led

the most accomplished king i .
of the Joseon Dynasty to a flowering of Korean economy, culture and science. He

is most famous for overseeing the creation of the hangeul
alphabet, Korea’s ingenious indigenous writing system.

Joseon society was highly stratified, led by an elite class of usually landed scholar
elites known as yangban. Advancement in Joseon society was determined by the
gwageo, the all-important state civil service exam. Passing the civil service exam
required a mastery of the so-called Chinese classics (and, of course, written classical
Chinese). Such mastery could only come after years of dedicated study, either through
tutors or at a series of Confucian schools and academies. Underneath the yangban were
lower classes, including merchants, artisans, clerks, artists and huge populations of
peasant farmers and slaves.

In the 16th and 17th centuries, Joseon suffered two highly debilitating foreign
invasions. The first, and by far the more destructive, was the Imjin War, a series of
Japanese invasions between 1592 and 1598. Led by the warlord Hideyoshi Toyotomi, the
Japanese—armed with arquebuses obtained from the Portuguese—nearly conquered
the entire peninsula before they were stopped by an allied force of Koreans and Chinese
troops sent by China’s Ming Dynasty. At sea, the brilliant Korean admiral Yi Sun-sin
inflicted defeat after devastating defeat on the Japanese fleet, eventually forcing a
Japanese withdrawal from Korea. The invasions left Korea a smoldering ruin, however—
many of its cities, shrine and temples were burnt to the ground, its farmland trampled,
and countless civilians killed. Barely had Joseon recovered from the Imjin War when the
Manchus, consolidating their hold in China, invaded Korea in 1627 and 1637 in a
successful bid to force the Joseon court into a tributary relationship.

Under especially competent and visionary kings such as King Yeongjo and King
Jeongjo, the 18th century witnessed a cultural and scientific renaissance as the kingdom
achieved a full recovery from the invasions of the previous century. The 19th century,
however, marked a period of decline as the royal court grew mired in endemic factional
strife.
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Daehan Empire

As the 19th century drew to a conclusion, Korea found itself
subject to imperial pressures from the West and Japan. Raids
by the French in 1866 (to avenge the death of French priests
killed during a royal crackdown on Catholicism) and the
Americans in 1871 (to avenge the burning of a US ship that
had attempted to force open Korea for trade) failed to open
up the country, which—having witnessed the Western
powers’ pillaging of China—pursued a strict policy of
isolation that earned it the moniker “the Hermit Kingdom." In
1876, however, the Japanese—employing gunboat tactics
similar to those used by Commodore Perry on them just 20
years earlier—succeeded in forcing Korea to open up three
ports to foreign trade. In 1882, Korea and the United States
signed atrade and friendship treaty, which was soon Emperor Gojong ©Yonhap
followed by similar treaties with other Western powers.

King Gojong, the Korean monarch who ruled during much of this period, attempted to
modernize his nation while fending off imperial threats, particularly from Japan and
Russia. In 1895, Japan defeated China in the First Sino-Japanese War and, as a result,
Korea’s traditional relationship with China was severed. In 1897, Gojong renamed his
kingdom the Daehan Empire to reflect the country’s officially equal status with China.
With the help of Western and Japanese advisors, Korea began to take on the trappings of
a modern kingdom, with Western-style schools, hospitals, electrical lighting, railroad and
tram services and running water.

Unfortunately, King Gojong’s attempt to modernize Korea proved too little, too late. In
1905, Japan defeated Russia in the Russo-Japanese War, ending Russian influence in
Korea and giving Tokyo a free hand on the peninsula. In 1907, Japan forced Korea to
become a Japanese protectorate and, in 1910, officially annexed the country, beginning a
35 year period of colonial rule.

Japanese Colonial Rule

In typical colonial fashion, the Japanese exploited their Korean colony economically,
socially and militarily in the name of “civilizing” it. Korea’s rich farmlands were
developed to feed Japan’s burgeoning urban population, and the colonies’ ports and
railways were developed to facilitate the transport of troops and armaments to fuel
Imperial Japan’s growing wars in China. Nevertheless, a good deal of modernization did
take place, too. The nation began to urbanize—in 1905, Seoul’s population was just
250,000. By 1936, it had grown to 730,000, including a large number of Japanese
settlers. Many symbols of modern civilization, such as automobiles, trains, hotels, and
movie theaters began appearing at this time.

Culturally, colonial rule proved incredibly destructive. A period of relatively liberal rule
in the 1920s allowed Korean culture to flourish but, in the 1930s, Japan reverted to a
policy of intense Japanification. Koreans were encouraged to take Japanese names, and
the Korean language was forbidden in schools. The Japanese had little respect for
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Korea’s cultural heritage. Symbolic of this was the almost complete destruction of
Gyeongbokgung Palace, a symbol of the Joseon Dynasty and Korea’s history as an
independent nation, and its replacement by the imposing Japanese Government-General
Building, designed in the shape of the Japanese character for Japan.

Resistance to Japanese rule, such as the massive independence protests of March i,
1919, were put down with great brutality. As Korea entered the 1930s, Japan’s wars in
China, and eventually in the Pacific, took their toll in the colony as well in the form of
military drafts, labor conscription and wartime deprivations.

Independence and the Korean War
With the defeat of Imperial Japan by the Allies in 1945,
Korea at long last recovered its independence. This proved
bittersweet, however—the victorious Allies placed Korea
under their own administration, with Soviet troops
occupying areas of the Korean Peninsula north of the 38th
parallel and US troops occupying areas to the south.
Initially intended as atemporary measure, this division —
as in Germany—soon became permanent in the
ideologically charged atmosphere of the Cold War. In 1948,
the pro-Western Republic of Korea (i.e. South Korea) was
declared in Seoul, soon to be followed by the declaration of
the communist Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (i.e.

War Memorial of Korea North Korea) in Pyongyang.

On June 25,1950, tensions between the two hostile states came to a dramatic head
when North Korea launched an armored blitzkrieg on the South. The Korean War did not
start out well for the South—Seoul fell after just three days, and by August, South
Korean forces, now joined by international (largely American) forces fighting under the
UN flag, were pushed back to a small pocket around the southeastern port of Busan.

The defenders solidified, however, bringing the North Korean invasion to a halt and, on
Sept 15,1950, UN commander Gen. Douglas MacArthur pulled off a masterstoke, cutting
the North Korean logistical lines with a daring amphibious landing at the West Sea port
of Incheon. Unfortunately, this brilliant move was followed up by a poorly coordinated
invasion of the North in a bid to reunify the Korean Peninsula, which in turn provoked a
massive intervention by Chinese communist “volunteers.” The Chinese pushed the
South Koreans and their UN allies back past Seoul before the latter, regrouping and
changing tactics, turned the tide again, pushing the front line back to the area around
the 38th parallel by July of 1951. What followed was two years of brutal but, for the most
part, territorially meaningless fighting while negotiators hammered out an armistice,
which was finally reached on July 27,1953.

Miracle on the Han

The 35 years of Japanese colonialism and the Korean War had left Korea in truly dire
straits. Seoul was essentially a big refugee camp, its infrastructure largely destroyed
during the war. The prospects for the Korean economy looked bleak. The country was
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dependent on foreign aid, and corruption and repression by the Rhee government, which
had turned increasingly authoritarian, didn’t help.

In April 0f i960, massive anti-government demonstrations drove Rhee from power. His
regime was replaced by ademocratically elected parliamentary government led by
President Yun Bo-seon and Prime Minister Chang Myon. This experiment in Korean
democracy proved brief, however—Chang’s government was plagued by constant
instability and unrest, and could not solve the intractable economic and social problems
facing the nation. On May 16,1961, a group of military officers, led by Major General Park
Chung-hee, seized control of the government in a bloodless coup.

For Park, the May 1961 coup marked the start of an 18 year reign as South Korea’s
leader. Retiring from the military to run as a civilian candidate. Park was narrowly elected
president in 1963. At the top of his list of priorities was the development of the Korean
economy. Prior to the election, in 1962, Park announced the first in a series of ambitious
five year plans to industrialize and develop Korea through export-led growth. Partnering
with Korea’s large business conglomerate, orjaebeol, the government initially
emphasized labor-intensive light industries like textiles and wig-making but, as the
jaebeol accumulated their own capital and access to international capital, particularly
from the United States and Japan, increased, the focused shifted to heavy industry such
as steel, automobiles, ships and petrochemicals.

Considerable investments were made in infrastructure, too, including highways,
railroads, ports and schools. The Park government also tried, with considerable success,
to improve rural village life, too, through the New Village Movement, which emphasized
self-help and cooperation to modernize farming and built rural infrastructure. Korea’s
unprecedented economic development during this period defied predictions by experts
and international lending institutions, and earned the appellation, “ Miracle on the Han,"
referring to the Hangang River, which flows through the heart of Seoul.

For all his contributions to Korean economic development, Park was essentially a military
dictator, however, and ruled Korea with an iron fist. Opponents were harassed, arrested,
tortured and sometimes killed. The electoral process was rigged in favor of Park and his
Democratic Republic Party; despite this, Park barely won re-election in in 1967 and, after
changing the Constitution to allow a third term, 1971. Even this was not enough for Park

View towards Yeouido, Seoul's financial district
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and, in 1972, he declared martial law and adopted the so-called Yusin Constitution, which
strengthened the power ofthe president—now to be indirectly elected to unlimited six-
year terms—even more. As Park grew more dictatorial, the opposition grew stronger. In
1978, Park was indirectly elected to another term. The following year, massive protests
rocked the country and, on Oct 26,1979, Park was assassinated by his own head of
intelligence, finally bringing his 18-year grip on Korea to an end.

Democracy, Olympics and the IMF

The end of Park did not lead to an end to dictatorship, however. On Dec 12,1979, the
caretaker government that took over from Park was overthrown in another military coup
led by Major General Chun Doo-hwan. Solidifying his control, Chun declared martial law
in May 1980, sparking widespread protests. In the southwestern city of Gwangju, long a
hotbed of pro-democracy activism, bloody clashes between protesters and paratroopers
turned into a full-scale insurrection as local militia, composed of students and ordinary
citizens, drove government forces from the city. After a siege, the army retook the city
with much loss of life. The Gwangju Democratic Movement or, as it was called at the
time, the “Gwangju Massacre,” severely compromised Chun’s already challenged
legitimacy, and remained a permanent stain on his government.

Under Chun, Korea continued its impressive economic development. The economy was
liberalized considerably, and new growth engines like electronics and semiconductors
took off. By 1989, Korea’s GNP reached US$230 billion, compared to just US$2.7 billion
in 1962. Per capita income, too, had grown from US$103.88 to US$5,438.24 during the
same period.

In April 1987, Chun, facing increasing opposition, attempted to hand off power to his
chosen successor without direct elections. The public fury was immediate, intense and
widespread. Massive street protests brought the nation to a standstill. Faced with an
unappetizing choice between what promised to be an incredibly bloody crackdown and
concessions to the protesters, Chun gave in. The constitution was revised again and
direct elections held to chose Chun’s replacement. And so democracy, denied to Koreans
since 1960, was reborn.

Despite Korea’s phenomenal economic and social development, popular images in the
West were still those of a poor, war-torn nation. This changed in 1988, when Seoul
hosted the Summer Olympic Games. The games were a "coming-out" party for the
nation, which used the opportunity to show off to the world Korea’s new status as a
global player.

The Korean economic miracle continued throughout the early 1990s. In 1996, its status
as a developed nation was made “official" when it joined the OECD; by this time, its GDP
per capita had surpassed the US$10,000 mark. The following year, however, Korea was
hit hard by the Asian Financial Crisis of 1997 and forced to go to the IMF for help. The
then-record-setting IMF bailout of Korea, attended by huge layoffs and headline-
grabbing business failures, was a huge blow to the Korean psyche. Sacrifices and
selfless acts of patriotism by ordinary Koreans to help repay the debt, such as
housewives donating their gold jewelry for the cause, earned worldwide praise, however.
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World Cup, Sunshine and Today

The so-called IMF crisis helped long-time dissident, democracy activist and lawmaker
Kim Dae-jung win the 1997 presidential election. The first-ever opposition candidate to
win the presidency, Kim handled the financial crisis deftly, promoting liberalization,
economic reform and the development of the information technology (IT) sector. By
1999, the Korean economy was once again growing quickly and, in 2001, Korea repaid its
debt to the IMF in full, three years ahead of schedule.

Kim is best remembered, however, for his efforts to improve South Korea’s relationship
with North Korea. Since the Korean War, inter-Korean relations had alternated between
hatred and outright hostility, despite several dialogue efforts. North Korean acts of
aggression and terrorism were not uncommon and, in 1994, the peninsula nearly went to
war over suspicions that Pyongyang was building nuclear weapons. Changing tact, Kim
sought to encourage North Korea to change through reconciliation. In June 2000, he
surprised the world by going to Pyongyang and holding the first-ever inter-Korean
summit with North Korean leader Kim Jong-il. For his efforts, the South Korean president
was awarded the Nobel Peace Price that year.

In 2002, South Korea co-hosted with Japan another major international sports event,
the FIFAWorld Cup. Like the Olympics, this proved an opportunity for Korea to show off
its post-1997 recovery and its development into a high-tech IT powerhouse.

Kim Dae-jung’s policies towards North Korea were largely continued by his successor,
Roh Moo-hyun, a former activist who sought to further democratize Korea’s political and
social systems. In 2008, however, Korean voters returned conservatives to both the
parliament and the presidential mansion with the election of former Seoul mayor and
Hyundai Construction CEO Lee Myung-bak, who has emphasized economic growth and
infrastructural development. In 2010, Korea successfully hosted yet another major
international event, the G20 summit.

As Korea begins the second decade of the 21st century, it faces many challenges.
Some, like climate change and sustainable development, are ones it shares with nations
worldwide. While the Korean economy is still largely dependent on exports and
manufacturing, efforts are being made to transition to a more knowledge-based
economy to take advantage of Korea’s highly educated workforce and its world-leading
IT infrastructure. Korean democracy, relatively young by global standards, continues to
entrench itself. The issue of national
reunification—a much desired but
extraordinarily expensive endeavor,
given the enormous costs it would
require to raise North Korea to
anywhere near South Korea’s
standard of living—promises to be a
major discussion topic in the years
ahead, especially as continued
economic troubles put the long-
term survivability ofthe North
Korean regime in doubt.

The 2010 G-20 Summit in Seoul









HIGHLIGHTS

*» Wander around Seoul's historic royal palaces,
especially the UNESCO-designated Changdeokgung
Palace, the crown jewel of Joseon Dynasty architecture

* Explore the old alleyways ofthe Bukchon
neighborhood, a charming piece of old Seoul

« Sitin atraditional Korean teahouse in Insa-dong, an
alley known for its traditional atmosphere, culture and
antique shops

* Dance the night away in one of the many clubs in
Hongdae, the heart of Korea’s youthful indie culture

* Shop till you drop in Myeong-dong, Dongdaemun,
Namdaemun or one of Seoul’s countless other
shopping districts

* Rub shoulders with the (mostly) rich and famous in
Gangnam, where the Korean economic miracle is on full
display
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KOREA’S DYNAMIC, EVER-CHANGING HEART
Seoul has been the capital of Korea for 600 years.
With a population of over 10 million, the city is home to almost one
in five people in South Korea. Not only is it the undisputed political,
economic, social, cultural and educational heart of the country, it is
quickly becoming one ofthe world’s truly great cities as a center of
international trade, commerce and culture. Life here moves at a

y. frantic, non-stop pace—New York City might bill itself as the city
that never sleeps, but to see that slogan practically applied, come
to Seoul.

If there is one constant in Seoul, it’s change. The city is a
microcosm of the Korean economic miracle: over the last 60 years,
it has transformed itself from a poor, bombed-out Third World
capital into an advanced, affluent and well-run global metropolis.
In recent years, the city has made a major push to beautify its
cityscape, which had previously favored function over form. How
Seoul will look in a few years, nobody knows.

Like Korea in general, Seoul is a city of dynamic contrasts between
the old and the new. Historic palaces, temples and gates blend
seamlessly with skyscrapers and neon lights. The same goes for the
residents—one moment you could be talking with a Buddhist monk,
the next partying with hipsters in Hongdae. The city is also home to
an increasingly large international community. The opportunities
here are endless; all you need to do is explore.

Night view of the Hangang River and downtown Seoul.
N Seoul Tower looms in the background.
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Histnrv area were city of Seoul now
A stands—the fertile flood valley of the

Hangang River-has been inhabited since the Stone

Age. In the Amsa-dong region of what is now southern

Seoul, archaeological evidence has been unearthed

indicating that humans have lived here for some 3,000-

7,000 years. During the Three Kingdoms Period (57 BC-

AD 668), the strategic Seoul area was an object of inter-

kingdom rivalry to control its fertile lands and

important transportation routes. By the mid-6th

century, the kingdom of Silla gained control of the

region and kept it for the entirety of the dynasty. Stone guardian stands sentry before

The subsequent dynasty, Goryeo (918-1392), Gyeongbokgung Palace
established its capital in the present-day city of Gaeseong (in North Korea). Seoul (or the
city that would one day become Seoul, anyway), meanwhile, grew bigger and more
influential, too, largely owing to its location near the royal capital. In 1067, it was
designated one of three sub-capitals and took on a new administrative importance.
Palaces were built in the city, and as nearby subjects relocated to the growing town, the
outline of Seoul’s historic downtown area began taking shape.

In 1392, General Yi Seong-gye seized power following a successful coup against the last
Goryeo king and founded a new dynasty, the kingdom of joseon. This new kingdom,
founded on the ideology of neo-Confucianism, would bring some 500 years of stability to
Korea and establish the basis of much of what is now regarded as Korean traditional
culture. Heeding the counsel of his friend and adviser, the Buddhist monk Muhak, Gen. Yi
moved the capital of the new kingdom to Seoul, then called Hanyang (and later
Hanseong). Royal palaces and shrines were built, and in 1394, the royal government
officially took up residence in the new capital. Shortly thereafter, work began on an 18 km
ring of walls to surround and protect the city-much of the walls still remain, as do
several of their gates. By 1405, most of the city planning was complete. Much attention
went into it, with palace, ministry, gate and road positions carefully determined by the
demands of feng shui or Asian geomancy. In fact, Seoul’s historic downtown area still
holds true to this original plan. The Renaissance of Joseon-era Seoul was the mid-i8th
century, when Korea was ruled by the energetic and reform-minded King Yeongjo. Trade
along the Hangang River flourished and commercial activity in the capital blossomed as
trade linkages were established with provincial areas of the country.

With the opening of Korea to the West at the end of the 19th century, great changes came
to Seoul. Missionaries set up modern schools and hospitals (as well as, of course,
churches), while an American company established the city’s first electric company, tram
system and water treatment facilities. Western architecture was imported, and the city
began to take on a decidedly modern appearance. When the Japanese colonized Korea in
1910, they established their government-general in Seoul, which they renamed Keijo. Under
Japanese rule, Seoul both expanded greatly and modernized. In 1905, Seoul's population
was just 250,000. By 1936, it had grown to 730,000, including a large number of Japanese
settlers. Imperial rule proved harsh, with the colonial authorities showing little regard for
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Seoul’s cultural and historical heritage, tearing down the city’s ancient walls and several of
its gates to build roads and trams. Large parts of Seoul’s royal palaces were demolished.
With the defeat of Imperial Japan by the Allies in 1945, Korea at long last recovered its
independence. This proved bittersweet, however, as the peninsula was soon divided into
the pro-Western Republic of Korea (i.e. South Korea) and the communist Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (i.e. North Korea) in Pyongyang. On June 25,1950, tensions
between the two hostile states came to a dramatic head when North Korea launched an
armored blitzkrieg on the South, igniting the Korean War. The three years of fighting left
Seoul devastated. The city’s infrastructure was ruined and much of its population—now
swollen to 2.5 million due to an influx of refugees-was reduced to living in makeshift
camps. With resources tight, rebuilding the city proved a difficult task, even with the aid
of Korea’s wartime allies. Gen. Park Chung-hee’s bloodless coup on May 16,1961 changed
Seoul and Korea as a whole. Park ruled Korea with an iron fist for 18 years until his
assassination in 1979. While dictatorial, Park nevertheless brought about unprecedented
economic growth: during his rule, GNP per capita increased twentyfold through a
program of export-oriented industrialization. The “Miracle on the Hangang River,” as this
rapid industrialization was called, continued on through the 80s and into the 90s,
transforming Korea into one ofthe world’s leading trade nations. Nowhere was this more
apparent than in Gangnam, the area of Seoul south of the Hangang River, where this
region was formerly nothing but farmland. Today, it is the city’s most affluent area, home
to upscale shopping districts, high-end residential neighborhoods and major
international business districts. Seoul’s “coming out party" was the 1988 Summer
Olympic Games. Another sporting event, the 2002 FIFAWorld Cup Korea/Japan, again
drew international attention to the city, which was widely praised for its successful
hosting of the event and the enthusiastic outdoor celebrations that accompanied the
matches. In recent years, the city has been focusing attention away from “hard” issues
like construction and towards “soft” issues like quality of life and the environment. As
Seoul rushes headlong into the future, environmental transformation and redevelopment
are still at the forefront; expect the skyline to transform radically in the decades ahead.

lavm it Seoul is a big place, spread 605.21 km2over the floor of a basin surrounded

Y by prominent mountains. The Hangang River bisects the city along an east-
west axis, dividing into two sociological distinct regions, Gangbuk (the old city north of
the river) and Gangnam (the affluent new city to the south). A series of bridges connect
the two parts of the city. The city is big but, fortunately, most of its culturally and
historically important sites are concentrated in the “old city" north of the river, centered
on Gwanghwamun and Gyeongbokgung Palace. In theory, one can walk most of this but,
in practice, some combination of bus/subway travel will be necessary.

One of the beautiful things about Seoul is that Mother Nature is always just a subway
ride away. To the north of the city is Bukhansan National Park, home to dramatic granite
peaks and beautifully forested hiking paths. To the south you’ll find Mt. Gwanaksan and
Mt. Namhansan, the latter home to the impressive Namhansanseong Fortress. Even in
the heart of Seoul, you’ll find some nice urban strolls on Mt. Namsan, Mt. Bugaksan, Mt.
Inwangsan and Mt. Naksan.
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S EouL’s ROYAL PALACES

The royal capital of the Joseon Dynasty for 500 years, Seoul is blessed with no
fewer than five royal palaces. Making masterful use of their surroundings, these
palaces are the epitome of Korean traditional architecture with their fine
craftsmanship, harmonious design and human scale. Changdeokgung Palace,
with its splendid
During the Joseon Dynasty, these palaces were virtually cities onto themselves.
Sadly, during the Japanese colonial era, they were much reduced in size as the
colonial government tore down much of them to make way for roads, zoos and

royal pleasure gardens, is especially breathtaking.

colonial offices. Since Korea regained its independence, work has been ongoing
to restore Seoul’s palaces to their former glory.

Gyeongbokgung Palace 223 B2

Gyeongbokgung is the most prominent of
Seoul’'s royal palaces, thanks to its
commanding location in the downtown
Gwanghwamun neighborhood. The palace
has a tumultuous past. It was first built in
1394 by King Taejo, the founder of the
Joseon Dynasty, as the nerve center of the
new royal capital of Hanseong (now known

as Seoul). It was, along with the Jongmyo

Gyeongbokgung Palace from above

Shrine and several other major altars, one
of the first structures built in the new
capital, and its location at the southern foot
of Mt. Bugaksan was carefully
determined by the principles of fengsfu
Like the Forbidden City in Beijing,
Gyeongbokgung Palace was a city unto
itself, full of residences, offices and shrines
attended to by an army of servants and

officials. The complex was ringed by stone



D Gwanghwamun Gate Restored to its original condition and form in 2010, this is the main
gate to the palace and a Seoul landmark. Q Geunjeongjeon ess The massive main throne hall is
surrounded by handsome cloisters. The stone markers in the courtyard mark where court officials
stood during royal processions. Q Gyeonghoeru Used to host royal banquets, this impressive
two-story banquet pavilion is surrounded by a large, picturesque pond. Q Hyangwonjeong Pavilion
—"i Sitting on a small island connected to land by a pretty wooden bridge, this pavilion blends in
perfectly with the mountains that form its backdrop. Q Geoncheonggung SSS The newly restored
Geoncheonggung is where Empress Myeongseong was assassinated in 1895.Q Jibokjae nj* 4 This
old royal library (next to Geoncheonggung) is a mixture of Korean and Chinese architectural styles.

walls, passage through which was
controlled by a series of imposing gates. In
front of the palace, along what is now the
broad boulevard of Sejong-ro AISS, the
royal government created “Yukjo Geori”
(“Six Ministries Street”), where the
ministries of the royal government were
located.

During the Japanese invasions of 1592-
1598, the palace was burnt to the ground,
and Gyeongbokgung languished in ruin
until 1867, when a major rebuilding project
restored it to its former grandeur. This
period of glory would not last long,
however—in 1895, the strong-willed
Empress Myeongseong was assassinated by

Japanese agents (see p53), and King Gojong

fled the palace, never to return (see p37).
After Japan’s annexation of Korea, much of
the palace was pulled down—only 10
buildings were left standing. Since
Liberation, Gyeongbokgung has been the
focus of much restoration effort—work
continues to this day. In 2010, restoration
work was completed on Gwanghwamun,
the palace’siconic front gate.

Visiting a Korean palace can be a
bittersweet experience. There is no doubting
the ascetic beauty of the architecture, with
its emphasis on harmony with the natural
surroundings. Unfortunately, however, most
of the buildings are empty, the palaces
having been stripped of their artworks and

furnishings during the Japanese colonial era.

© 9 am to 6 pm (Mar-Oct), 9 am to 5 pm (Nov-Feb). Ticket sales stop one hour prior to
closing. Closed Tuesdays dl 3,000 won B Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3, Exit 5;
Gwanghwamun Station, Line 5, Exit 1
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National Palace Museum of Korea B3
The National Palace Museum includes over
40,000
Joseon Dynasty. © 9 am to 6 pm
(weekdays). 9 am to 7 pm (weekends). Ticket
sales stop one hour to closing. Closed
Mondays *Free B Gyeongbokgung
Station, Line 3, Exit 5; Gwanghwamun
Station, Line 5, Exit 1 2)02-3701-7500

6 www.gogung.go.kr

artifacts from the royal court of the

National Folk Museum of Korea Cc2
Housing over 2,240 artifacts, the museum’s
exhibition educates visitors on how Koreans
lived from traditional times to the present

day. © 9 am to 6 pm (Mar-Oct), 9 am to 5 pm

EMPRESS MYEONGSEONG

SEOUL

FREE GUIDED TOURS

Free guided tours for the palace in
English are given at 11am, 1:30 pm and
3:30 pm. Tours begin outside the
information office inside Heungnyemun
Gate sais and take about an hour. Tours
are also given in Japanese and
Chinese—inquire at the information
office for times.

CHANGING OF THE GUARD

Changing of the Guard ceremonies take
place every hour from 10 am to 3 pmin
front of Heungnyemun Gate, which is
located between Gwanghwamun Gate
and the main courtyard.

The Empress Myeongseong (1851-1895), also known as Queen Min, is one of the
most fascinating—and most tragic—figures of the late Joseon era. Born into the Min

family, a once powerful clan that had grown impoverished over the ages, she was
orphaned by age 9. Still, she drew the attention of the wife of the powerful prince
regent, Heungseon Daewongun, who was tasked with finding a wife for his son, the
young King Gojong (see P37). The future queen, born of a noble family but with no
close relatives who might compete for influence, was the perfect choice. In 1866, she
and King Gojong—two years her junior—were married.

Korean court politics had long been dominated by factionalism, and the young queen
became a master of it. Before long, she headed a faction to rival that of the Heungseon
Daewongun himself, with enmity between the two becoming quite public. When she
finally succeeded in forcing the prince regent to retire from the palace in 1872, she
gained complete control over the court, placing her relatives in high positions.

The queen oversaw a dramatic time in Korean history—internally, the country was
beset by divisions between conservatives and reformers, while beyond Korea's
shores, the Great Powers looked on with imperial ambitions. Her inclinations were
generally with reformers and the West—much of Korea’s modernization of the late
19th century took place under her patronage. This put her at odds with conservatives
(led by the stilt influential Heungseon Daewongun) and, perhaps more importantly.
Imperial Japan. On Oct 8,1895, a gang of rufflans—widely believed to have been
organized by Japanese resident minister Miura Goro—broke into Gyeongbokung
Palace and assassinated the powerful queen. Although 65 men, including Miura,
were charged in Japan for complicity in the killing, none were convicted.

Queen Min, posthumously made empress in 1902, has today become a symbol of
the tragedy of Korea’s history, a heroic figure who stood up to foreign aggressors and

paid the ultimate price.
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(Nov-Feb), 9 am to 7 pm (Sat, holidays).
Ticket sales stop one hour prior to closing.
Closed Tuesdays diFree B Gyeongbokgung
Station, Line 3, Exit 5; Anguk Station, Line 3,
Exit 1 ® 02-3704-3114 6 www.nfm.go.kr

Changdeokgung Palace D3
Gyeongbokgung Palace may be Seoul's
largest palace but for many, Changdeokgung
Palace is the most beautiful. A UNESCO
World Heritage Site, Changdeokgung is the
epitome of Korean traditional architecture,
its structures striking a fine balance with the
natural landscape. The most beautiful part
of the palace, however, is its rear garden, or
Huwon, widely regarded as the finest
example of Korean traditional gardening. If
you are able to visit only one palace in Seoul,
make it this one. You can tour the palace
grounds freely (after paying admission, of
course), but to enter the Huwon, you need to
join aguided tour (see p56).

Construction of Changdeokgung began

The Huwon Garden's Aeryeonji Pond in autumn

in 1405 and was completed in 1412. Like
Gyeongbokgung, it was burnt to the
ground during the Japanese invasions of
1592-1598, but, unlike Gyeongbokgung, it
was rebuilt after the war for use as the
royal residence. Fire proved a persistent
problem—a blaze in 1623 destroyed almost
everything except the main throne hall, and
another in 1917 caused a great deal of
damage. In order to “restore" the palace
following the 1917 blaze, the Japanese
took down and moved several buildings
from Gyeongbokgung Palace to
Changdeokgung Palace.

1618 to 1872,

Changdeokgung was the royal seat of

For 254 years from

government. In 1907, it briefly became the
royal seat of government again, when
Korea’s last reigning monarch. Emperor
Sunjong, ruled from the palace following
the forced abdication of his father. Emperor
Gojong. Furthermore, following its return
from Japan in 1963, the Korean royal


http://www.nfm.go.kr

O Donhwamun Gate w=? The original gate was built in 1412, while the current gate dates from
1609, making it the oldest of Seoul's palace gates. Q Geumcheongyo Sfja Constructed in 1411,

this is the oldest stone bridge in Seoul. Be sure to check out its carvings. Q

Injeongjeon The

main throne hall was built in 1804. Note the beautiful folding screen behind the throne, the intricate
carvings on the ceiling, and the somewhat out-of-place Western-style parquet floor, lights and
curtains, installed in 1908. Q Nakseonjae yy** A small collection of buildings in the southeastern
corner of the palace complex, the Nakseonjae was built in 1847 as a residence for a royal concubine
and the royal mother and grandmother. From 1963 to 1989, Nakseonjae was the place of residence of
the last descendants of the Korean royal family. Open for viewing on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

family used a small portion of the palace as
a residence until the death of the crown
princess in 1989.

The palace complex—including its
spectacular gardens— was registered with
UNESCO in 1997. In registering the palace,
the UNESCO committee called it “an
outstanding example of Far Eastern palace
architecture and garden design, exceptional
for the way in which the buildings are
integrated into and harmonized with the
natural setting, adapting to the topography
and retaining indigenous tree cover.”
© See TIPS on p56. Closed Mondays
& 3,000 won (general tour), 5,000 won
(Ongnyucheon and Nakseonjae tour), 15,000
won (open tour) B Exit 3 of Anguk Station,
Line 3. Walk past the Hyundai Building eutsis
® 02-762-8261 6 www.cdg.go.kr

Huwon Garden *9
The most beautiful spot in Changdeokgung
Palace is Huwon Garden, the epitome of
Korean traditional gardening. Like English
gardens, Korean gardens seek to utilize the
surroundings in as natural a way as
possible— hillsides, streams, and rocks
become integral parts of the garden.
Nothing is forced: pavilions, ponds and
other man-made elements are added to
complement the landscape, not dominate it.
Huwon Garden is broken into three
sections. The most visited is the area
surrounding Buyongji Pond #8*1, a square-
shaped artificial pond with a small, circular
island in the middle— the shape of the pond
and island is an expression of Korea’s
traditional view of the cosmos. The pond is
surrounded by several beautiful pavilions,
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the most outstanding of which is
Buyongjeong Pavilion, built in 1792.
Past Buyongiji Pond area, just through the
(“No Aging
another pond

stone Bullomun Gate
Gate” ), is Aeryeonji Pond
that is particularly spectacular in autumn
when the surrounding trees turn bright red.
Also nearby is the spectacular
Yeongyeongdang 23S, a villa builtin the
style of a Joseon-era gentry residence by the
crown prince in the early 19th century, and
has a wonderful rustic beauty about it.

Past the Aeryeonji area are the inner
parts of the garden. These sections were,
until recently, closed to the general public.
One of the highlights of the inner garden is
Gwallamjeong Pavilion SitS, a uniquely
designed gazebo shaped like an open fan.
Nearby is Jondeokjeong Pavilion a
hexagonal gazebo dating from 1644.
Further inward is the scenic Ongnyucheon
Stream with an artificial waterway
where the king and his court would play
royal drinking games amidst the natural

beauty.

Changdeokgung Palace from above

g S|

Admission, Guided Tours & All-
Palace Tour

Admission to the Changdeokgung Palace
itselfis 3,000 won. This will allow you to
walk freely around the palace and the
Nakseonjae complex. It will NOT get you
access to Huwon Garden, however.

To enter Huwon Garden, you need to
join a separate guided tour. Tickets to
this tour are 5,000 won, and can be
purchased from the gate at the
entrance of the garden. English tours
are conducted twice daily—at 11:30 am
and 2:30 pm. If you're a Korean
speaker, or don’t care about the guides’
explanations, you could join a Korean
tour, which are held almost hourly from
10 am to 4:30 pm. Tours in Japanese
and Chinese are available, too.

In addition, you can also purchase a
10,000 won ticket that will get you one
each entry into Changdeokgung Palace
(including the Huwon Garden),
Changgyeonggung Palace,
Gyeongbokgung Palace, Deoksugung
Palace and Jongmyo Shrine and is good
for up to a month; these month-long
passes be purchased at any of the
palaces.



Jongmyo Shrine D3
Jongmyo Shrine houses the memorial
tablets of the kings and queens of the
Joseon Dynasty. One of the oldest
Confucian shrines in Korea, its simple
design is considered the epitome of Joseon-
era Confucian architecture. Its long,
unadorned halls, built to harmonize with
the surrounding woods, display the
modesty and love of nature so typical of
Korean Confucianism, while its structure
and layout encapsulate Confucianism’s
social hierarchy.

The shrine is also, along with
Changdeokgung Palace, one of Seoul’s two
UNESCO World Heritage Sites. It is also
the site of the annual Jongmyo Daeje rite $
acH' , accompanied by the Jongmyo Jeryeak
mgHxiial**, a pieCe of Korean traditional court
music designated by UNESCO a
“Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible
Heritage of Humanity.”

As the memorial shrine of the dynasty,
Jongmyo Shrine was one of the first

Jongmyo Shrine

structures built in Seoul when Yi Seong-
gye— King Taejo— moved the capital of his
new kingdom here in 1394. Like many other
important structures, it was burned down in
the Japanese invasions of 1592-1598, but
rebuilt in 1601. Since then, the shrine
complex has remained miraculously
untouched in its original condition.

Today, the shrine—or at least its main
hall—holds the memorial tablets of 19 kings
and 30 queens. The rooms holding the
memorial tablets are themselves simple and
unadorned. The two-building complex itself,
however, is appropriately stately—when it
was first constructed, the shrine’s main hall
may very well have been the longest building
in Asia. The complex is located to the east of
Gyeongbokgung Palace; to the west of the
palace was built another shrine, Sajikdan
Altar MY .

The time to go to Jongmyo Shrine is the
first Sunday in May, when it plays host to
the Jongmyo Daeje rite, a spectacular

annual performance of Korean traditional

Jongmyo Daeje Rite



58 SEOUL SELECTION GUIDES: KOREA

English Tours

English-language guided tours are given
twice daily at 10 am and 3:30 pm.
Chinese, Japanese and Korean language
tours are given as well. You should call
ahead to reserve a spot, however—give
them a ring at 02-765-0195.

court music and dance. In the Joseon era,
the ceremony—a memorial rite to
monarchs past—was held five times a year,
led by the king and queen. Now it is held
just once a year. During the highly ritual-
conscious Joseon era, the ritual was
considered absolutely vital to the nation’s
survival and prosperity.

© Mar-Oct: 9 am to 6 pm (weekdays). 9 am
to 7 pm (weekends, public holidays). Nov-
Feb: 9 am to 5:30 pm (weekdays,

weekends). Ticket sales stop one hour prior
to closing. Closed Tuesdays S 1,000 won

® Five minute walk from Jongno 3-ga Station
(Exit 11 of Line 1, Exit 8 of Line 3, Exit 8 of
Line 5)® 02-765-0195 6 http://jm.cha.go.kr

Changgyeonggung Palace D2
Changgyeonggung Palace has a rather odd
history. It was originally built in 1484 as a

residence for two former queens and the

Rear garden, Changgyeonggung Palace

CUTTING THE SPIRIT
OF THE KINGDOM

Jongmyo Shrine used to be connected
to Changgyeonggung Palace. In the
Japanese colonial era, however, a road
was built between the palace and
shrine to symbolically sever the
spiritual link between the royal family
and its ancestors. Palace and shrine
have now been reconnected via an
overpass—if you are visiting
Changgyeonggung Palace, it’s worth
visiting Jongmyo, too, although the
closing time of the overpass entrance
is a half hour earlier than the main
entrance.

royal mother. The place was torched during
the Japanese invasions, and rebuilt in 1616.
In 1907, when Emperor Sunjong moved
from Deoksugung Palace to
Changdeokgung, Changgyeonggung was
turned into a park, complete with a zoo
and botanical garden. This “parkification”
was completed by the Japanese in 1910,
when they renamed the place from

Changgyeonggung (“Changgyeong Palace”)
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1. Changgyeonggung Palace 2.Throne. Changgyeonggung Palace 3. Botanical Garden

to Changgyeongwon (“Changgyeong
Garden” ) and opened it to the general
public. In 1983, the zoo was removed and
the compound restored to “palace” status.
But it still feels like a park, and the
botanical garden is still there.

Honghwamun Gate and Okcheongyo
Bridge Eenter the palace through
Honghwamun Gate, built in 1616. After
the gate, there is a beautiful stone bridge,
built in 1483, that crosses a small stream.

Myeongjeongjeon Hall 959 The main
throne hall (built in 1616) is smaller than
the throne halls of Gyeongbokgung or
Changdeokgung, but it’s beautifully
designed with some particularly intricate
cloisters behind it. To the left of the main
hall is Munjeongjeon SS9>the site of one
of the most tragic stories of the Joseon
Dynasty.

Chundangji Pond Sg*I The site of
Chundangji Pond was originally a royal
farm plot butin 1909, a Japanese-style
pond was dug, complete with a Japanese-
style pavilion and boats. The pavilion and
boats are now gone but the pond—lined by
beautiful trees and a Chinese pagoda— still

remains.

Botanical Garden The Victorian-style
glasshouse of Changgyeonggung Botanical
Garden S33 «Sti was builtin 1907 as
Korea'’s first such glasshouse, and is home
to rare Korean flora.

© 9 am to 6:30 pm (Apr to Oct), 9 am to 5:30
pm (Nov to Mar) 9 am to 5 pm (Dec to Feb).
Closed Mondays ¢ 1,000 won B Exit 4,
Hyehwa Station, Line 4.Walk 15 minute

© 762-4868-9 6 http://cgg.cha.go.kr

fijs d
WIND AND PLACENTAS
On a hill towards the west side of the
palace’s rear garden are a Joseon-era
wind-measuring instrument and a stone
monument containing the placenta of
King Seongjong (r. 1457-1494). In the
eastern part of the garden, there’s also a
Joseon-era astronomical stand. These
artifacts were originally elsewhere but
were moved to the palace when the
Japanese turned it into a park.

ENGLISH TOURS

English language tours are conducted at
11am and 4 pm. Korean, Japanese and
Chinese language tours are given as
well.
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Deoksugung Palace

Deoksugung Palace is the most “urban” of
Seoul’s palaces, located in the heart of the
city just across from Seoul City Hall. In
fact, it’s two palaces in one— one a Korean
traditional palace, complete with brightly
colored tile-roofed structures, and the other
a Western-style palace highlighted by the
grand neoclassical Seokjojeon Hall.

Built as a villa in the 15th century, the
palace was greatly expanded at the end of
the 19th century as a residence for Emperor
Gojong (see p37), who moved here in 1897
following a year’s residency at the nearby
Russian legation. In 1907, he was forced to
abdicate under Japanese pressure, but he

Deoksugung Palace



Uuss
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TOURS

English language tours of the palace are
given at 10:30 am on Tuesday to Friday,
and 1:40 pm on Saturday and Sunday.
Japanese, Chinese and Korean language
tours are also available.

continued to live at the palace until his
death in 1919.

© 9 am to 9 pm (Ticketing closes 8 pm)
Closed Mondays & 1,000 won @City Hall
Station, Line 1, Exit 2; Line 2, Exit 12

© 02-771-9951



Daehanmun Gate rH'“ The current main
gate dates from a 1906 reconstruction. It is
here that changing of the guard ceremonies
(see p53) are held three times a day (11 am,
2 and 3:30 pm).

junghwajeon Hall The main throne
hall of the palace, this splendid building
burnt down in 1901 and was rebuilt in

1906.

Jeonggwanheon Pavilion 35*5: One of
Seoul’'s quirkier pieces of older architecture,
this part-Korean, part-Romanesque
pavilion was built by a Russian architect as
a coffee house for Emperor Gojong.

A Cup of Coffee for the Emperor

Junghwajeon Hall (left), Seokjojeon Hall

Seokjojeon Hall This massive
neoclassical hall, designed by a Briton and
completed in 1910, was built as Gojong’s

royal residence.

National Museum of Contemporary Art,
Deoksugung Annex *S9cho|-.."i. -'*5
Another massive neoclassical building, this
one was completed in 1939 as the so-called
Yi Royal Family Museum. Today it is the
Deoksugung Annex of the National
Museum of Contemporary Art, one of the
finest museums in the country.

© 9 amto 6 pm (Tue-Thu); 9 am to 8:30 pm
(Fri-Sun). Closed Mondays di Free to 5,000
won (depends on exhibition) ® 02- 368-1414

During his stay at the Russian legation. King Gojong developed a taste for coffee,
prepared for him by Antoinette Sontag, the sister-in-law of the Russian minister and
the founder of Seoul’s first Western hotel. He took his newfound love ofjava with
him when he left the Russian legation for his new home at Deoksugung Palace. The
king commissioned Russian architect Aleksey Seredin-Sabatin to build a pavilion

where he could sit and enjoy a cup of
coffee.

The result was an amusingly eclectic
building mixing Western Romanesque
designs with Korean motifs—check out
the deer and flower patterns in the
railings and frieze. It is irregularly used

for coffee and tea events even today, and

is open to the public every Saturday.
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KING GOJONG AND THE RISE AND FALL OF THE DAEHAN EMPIRE

At the close of the 19th century, Korea was in trouble. Centuries of stability under the
kings of the Joseon Dynasty had disintegrated in a perfect storm of internal conflict and
external pressure from the imperial powers.

In 1895, a modernized Japan handily defeated the Qing Dynasty of China, making it the
most powerful country in East Asia. Competing for influence in the region was Russia,
with strong interests in northeast China. In the Korean court, already long plagued by
factional strife, pro-Russian and pro-Japanese politicians struggled for dominance.

In 1884, pro-Japanese reformers staged a coup, taking control of the royal court. In
1895, the powerful pro-Russian queen of King Gojong, Queen Min, was assassinated at
Gyeongbokgung Palace by ruffians (an event widely believed to have taken place at the
behest of the Japanese legation), forcing the king and the crown prince to seek refuge at
the Russian legation in Jeong-dong. During the king's yearlong stay at the legation, the
Russians used their influence to replace the pro-Japanese court with pro-Russian figures.

This culminated with King Gojong leaving the Russian legation in 1897 and taking up
residence at Deoksugung Palace. There, he declared the Daehan Empire, placing himself
on equal footing to the Chinese emperor. The empire proved a dramatic time; needing to
modernize or perish. Emperor Gojong worked to bring his country into the modern
world. Diplomats, businessmen, missionaries and teachers flocked to the country.
Modern schools and hospitals were built, railroads and streetcar systems opened,
churches established, and electricity and water facilities developed. Treaties were
signed with various countries, and foreign businessmen obtained concessions in mining,
transportation and other industries throughout the country.

Unfortunately for the kingdom, the foreigners also brought imperial ambitions. In
1904, the competition between Japan and Russia for dominance in the region came to a
head with the Russo-Japanese War, won by Japan in 1905. With the Russians out of the
way and the Americans, British and French doing little to stop them, the Japanese
strong-armed the Korean court into signing the Protectorate Treaty of 1905, giving
control of Korea’s foreign
relations to Japan. When
Emperor Gojong tried to
fight this by sending a
delegation to the Hague
Convention of 1907, the
Japanese forced him to
abdicate in favor of the
crown prince. Finally, on Aug
22,1910, the Japanese
made their rule over Korea
complete with the Japan-
Korea Annexation Treaty,
thus starting 35 years of

With its harmonization of Korean traditional and “modern" Western
colonial rule. elements. Deoksugung Palace is a symbol of the Daehan Empire.
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CHANGING OF THE ROYAL GUARD CEREMONY

Now the capital of a presidential republic, Seoul
might no longer have a resident monarch, but it still
has a changing of the royal guard ceremony.
In the days ofthe Joseon kings, the palace gates
were guarded by an elite military unit called the
Sumungun. The unit was tasked with opening and
closing the gates and patrolling the area around the
palace. This tradition fell out of practice with the
end of the monarchy, but was revived in 1996 to give
both residents and visitors a taste of the lost culture
ofthe royal palaces.
Changing of the guard ceremonies take
place in front of the Daehanmun Gate of
Deoksugung Palace three times daily, at 11 am, 2
and 3:30 pm (no ceremonies Monday). In addition
to period attire—various colors representing
different ranks and positions-the affairis
accompanied by the beating of drums, the barking out of orders and Korean traditional
martial music. The pageantry of it all tends to be quite popular with visitors, as evidenced
by the crowds of camera and camcorder-toting tourists that gather for the ceremonies.
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Gyeonghuigung Palace 3si3 Bs restored, including the old throne hall and
Built as a secondary palace in 1616, surrounding cloisters. The front gate of the
Gyeonghuigung became a royal residence in palace, Heunghwamun Gate SitS, js

1624, when Changdeokgung Palace was set original.

alight as rebels occupied Seoul. Just prior to ¢ Free © 9 am to 6 pm (weekdays), 10 am

to 6 pm (weekends, holidays). Closed
Mondays 8 Gyeonghuigung Palace is just
behind Seoul History Museum

and is a 5 minute walk from Exits 1 or 8 of

Japan’s annexation of Korea in 1910,
however, the palace was completely
dismantled to make room for a school. In

1988, Seoul began to rebuild the old palace. Gwanghwamun Station, Line 5. (£) 02-724-

Many of the major structures have been 0274-6

Gyeonghuigung Palace
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SAMCHEONG-DONG

To the east of Gyeongbukgung Palace is a trendy area of cafes, restaurants and
boutiques known as Samcheong-dong. It’s a great area to escape the urban jungle and
relax amidst a pleasing harmony of the charmingly traditional with the fashionably
modern. Located in the area of Seoul known as Bukchon Samcheong-dong is
known for its relatively high number of Korean traditional homes or hanok.
Many of the hanok have been turned into cafes, restaurants and wine bars.
Joining them are newer cafes and bars built in trendy modern styles. It’s a popular
place to walk around and, should the mood strike, enjoy a cup of coffee or a glass
of wine in a charming setting. For shoppers, there are a good number of small

boutiques carrying items such as clothes, shoes, handbags, and other accessories.

Samcheong-dong Road

Start your Samcheong-dong stroll from
Samcheong-dong Road. The road follows
along the eastern wall of Gyeongbokgung
Palace. At the entrance to the road stands
Dongsipjagak once the southeast
guard tower of Gyeongbokgung. Later
road development turned it into a traffic

island.

To the left of the road is the beautiful
stone wall of the palace—lined by an
impressive row of ginkgo trees, this makes
for one of the best walks in Seoul in
autumn, when the trees turn bright yellow.
To the right is a series of art galleries,
including Gallery Hyundai, Kumho
Museum of Art, Growrich Gallery, Gallery
SUN Contemporary, Hakgojae Gallery,



Keumsan Gallery, Kukje Gallery and
Gallery lhn.

Follow Samcheong-dong Road up, and
you’ll eventually reach a fork— one fork
heads to Cheongwadae (the
presidential mansion), while the other takes
you to a road of cafes, restaurants and the
Prime Minister’s Residence
@ Samcheong-dong Road is approached via
Exit 1, Anguk Station, Line 3 (walk towards
Gwanghwamun Gate sas)i or Exit 4,
Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3 (walk past
Gyeongbokgung Palace). Once you see
Dongsipjagak, head up that road.

JiRC]
SEOUL SELECTION BOOKSHOP

Also on Samcheong-dong Road, near
Dongsipjagak, is Seoul Selection
Bookshop, one of Seoul’s best places
to score English-language books on
Korea or DVDs of Korean films with
English subtitles. It also has a cafe
with helpful staff happy to provide
tourist information. (Hours: 9:30 am
to 6:30 pm. Closed Sundays, 02-734-
9565, www.seoulselection.com)

You ®.Seoul
ttMk-T Bk G-

W rraul W aning

Toronto

Dongsipjagak, old guard tower of Gyeongbokgung Palace, entrance to Samcheong-dong
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Restaurants & Cafes

Samcheong-dong is filled with restaurants,
cafes and wine bars. Many of them make
use of Korean HaOK homes that have been
renovated or newly built for the purpose,
providing patrons with a refined and
tranquil ambiance quite distinct from other
neighborhoods of Seoul. A number of
places have rooftop seating with nice views
of the historic surroundings. In addition to
restaurants and cafes, Samcheong-dong has
tons of small boutiques and shops that are
popular with young Seoulites.

* 8 Steps C2 European cuisine in a charming
old Korean hanok setting. (02-738-5838)

* Cook’n Heim C2 Brings together hamburgers,
art and a Korean garden. (02-733-1109)

* Cave de La Petite France B2 Good French
cuisine and French wine in a cozy, exotic
atmosphere. (02-739-1788)

* Samcheong-dong Sujebi £t§S**iiai Ci
Great potato noodle soup shop. And always
crowded. (02-735-2965)

* Second Best Place in Seoul VBCHNV

ssfea CiAn old-style teahouse legendary for
\tspatjuk (red bean porridge). (02-734-5302)
* Maple Tree House Ci Delicious
meats in a relaxed and nicely lit atmosphere.
(02-730-7461)

* Yongsusan Ci Does Gaeseong-style
Goryeo royal cuisine in a luxurious setting.
Highly recommended. (02-732-3019)

» Sosonjae Ci Decently priced Korean
traditional cuisine made from seasonal
vegetables and local ingredients. (02-730-
7002)

* Yeon 2 C2 This hanok cafe welcomes
travelers, and is a great place for a cup oftea
or after-work drink. (02-734-3009)

« Dalhangari Sttotai 32 While the interior
might seem rather cafe-esque, this
Samcheong-dong restaurant does organic
Korean course cuisine (jeongsik) that is both
tasty and good for you. (02-733-7902)
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CHEONGWADAE TOUR

The impressive presidential mansion of
Cheongwadae also known as the
Blue House (from the color of its roof
tiles), is the center of power in Korea.
Security around here is tight—take
note ofthe plainclothes security
personnel as you walk along the road
leading to the complex. Tours are
conducted fourtimes a day (10,11 am,
2, 3 pm) from Tuesday to Saturday, but
you need to apply at least 10 days in
advance to go through the proper
security screening. Visit the
Cheongwadae website (http://english.
president.go.kr) for more information.

Museums & Galleries
The Samcheong-dong area has a number of

interesting museums and galleries, including:

« Gallery Hyundai YBB[ a3 This gallery of
modern art includes both Gallery Hyundai
proper and the nearby Gallery Dugahun.

© 10 am to 6 pm. Closed Mondays di Free
© 02-734-6111-3 8 www.galleryhyundai.com
* Kumho Museum of Art 3£n|i9 A3 This
museum opened in 1989 with the goal of
discovering and supporting local Korean
artists. © 10 am to 6:30 pm. Closed
Mondays ¢ 2,000 won © 02-720-5114

8 www.kumhomuseum.com

* Kukje Gallery B2 Recognizable by
Jonathan Borofsky’s statue of a walking
woman on its roof, Kukje Gallery holds
regular exhibits of local and international
modern artists. © 10 am to 6 pm (Mon-Sat),
10 am to 5 pm (Sun) ¢ Free © 02-735-8449
8 www.kukjegallery.com

« Hakgojae Gallery Ynxuayy a3 Housed in a
lovely Korean traditional house, Hakgojae
Gallery holds exhibits of Korean and
overseas modern artists. © 10 am to 7 pm
(Tue-Sat), 10 am to 6 pm (Sun). Closed
Monday S Free © 02-720-1524-6 8 www.
hakgojae.com


http://english
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BUKCHONA

To get a feel for what Seoul was like prior to its late 20th century modernization, head
to the Bukchon area between the palaces of Gyeongbokgung and Changdeokgung.
This neighborhood, composed of winding alleys and Korean tile-roof homes, is the
perfect place in which to get lost—few places in the city are as charming.

Owing to its politically strategic location between the palaces, Bukchon— or
“North Village”—was long the preserve of Seoul's high-official elite. In the early
20th century, its large estates were broken up into smaller units to accommodate
the city’s growing population. It's at this time that the neighborhood took its
current form of winding alleys with Korean hanok homes packed so closely
together that, when seen from above, it appears to be a sea of black tiles.

In recent years, Bukchon has received a good deal of attention from city
authorities who view the area as a tourism resource. This has been a mixed
blessing: while the city has been pumping money into the neighborhood to protect
and restore its hanok, the growing tourist trade has prompted some hanok
owners to turn their properties into commercial establishments such as guest
houses, cafes and wine bars. This has proven controversial, with some critics
decrying its harm to the residential neighborhood’s original traditional character.

Given the lay of the neighborhood, it would be difficult to give a precise A to
B-style walking course. Broadly speaking, there are two main hanok clusters—31

31 Gahoe-dong, Bukchon Hanok Village



Gahoe-dong to the west and 11 Gahoe-dong (where many of the galleries are
located) to the east. Use the map only as a general guideline because you’re best off

just wandering from spot to spot, discovering as you go.
® Bukchon is best approached via Exit 1, 2 or 3 of Anguk Station. Line 3. From there, you're best
off looking atthe map on p64 for more detailed directions.

31 Gahoe-dong siyxi Q2 This is
Bukchon’s most famous cluster of harnok
homes. Located on a gently sloping hill, the
road provides outstanding views both at the
bottom and at the top, where you can view
modern downtown Seoul beyond the
traditional tile roofs of Bukchon.

Simsimheon C2 On the left side of 31
Gahoe-dong, this stunning is open to
the public and well worth the 10,000 won
entrance. Visitors get English explanations
and homemade plum tea, too. Operated by
the National Trust of Korea.

© 9 am to 6:30 pm. Closed Mondays ¢ 10,000
won <D 02-763-3393 6 simsimheon.com

Bukchon Cultural Center* § ~ 9 D3 This
lovely hanokhome was built in 1921 and is
modeled on the Yeongyeongdang villa of
Changdeokgung Palace. It is now owned by
Seoul Metropolitan City and used as an
information and cultural center, providing
tours of the neighborhood and hosting
classes and workshops.

© 9 amto 6pm ¢ Free ® 02-3707-8388

6 http://bukchon.seoul.go.kr

Gahoe Museum 7$IstSS D2 This Harok
gallery is home to one of Seoul’s best

collections of traditional folk paintings and
amulets. Craft programs are available and
visitors are also treated to green tea! © 10
am to 6 pm Closed Mondays d)S,OOO won
(& 02-741-0466 6 www.gahoemuseum.org

Han Sang-su Embroidery Museum

89 D2 Features the work of master
embroiderer Han Sang-su. Hands-on
programs also available. © 10 am to 5 pm.
Closed Mondays d)S,OOO won © 02-744-
1545 6 www.hansangsoo.com

Dong-Lim Knot Museum SSnH§etse D2 This
museum is dedicated to ITBE0BYD Korean
traditional decorative knots. Like many other
Bukchon museums, participatory programs
are conducted. © 10 am to 6 pm. Closed
Mondays 02,000 won © 02-3673-2778

6 www.shimyoungmi.com

Dugahun A3 Formerly the residence of
a relative of the royal family, this 100-year-
old hanOK has been renovated as a cafe/wine
bar/French-Italian restaurant. A tad pricey,
but it’s a great place to spend the evening
(and even has a Cuban cigar menu). © Tea
Time: 2:30 to 4 pm. Closed Mondays; Wine
Time: 10 pm to 12 am. Closed Sundays

© 02-3210-2100 6 www.dugahun.com


http://bukchon.seoul.go.kr
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70 SEOUL SELECTION GUIDES: KOREA

Restaurants & Cafes
* Hwangsaengga Kalguksu B3
Handmade Korean noodles and dumplings.
Extremely popular, especially at lunch time.
(02-739-6334)
* Bukchon Gamasot Seolleongtang

B3 Not far from Bukchon’s Jeongdok
Public Library this place specializes
in seolleongtang a rich beef broth
soup made from ox bone. (02-725-7355)
* Ramyeon Ttaengineun Nal B3
Wildly popular, this cheap ramyeon noodle
restaurant is near Jeongdok Public Library.
(02-733-3330)
* Coffee Mill B3 Terrific hanok
coffee house with a great atmosphere, very
good cakes and waffles, and excellent
coffee. (02-732-7656)

Hanok

a 9
BUKCHON GUEST HOUSES
A number of the hanok homes in Bukchon
have been renovated for use as guest
houses. These places give visitors a chance
to experience a Korean traditional home and
are popular with foreign visitors. Most
provide Korean meals, and some even host
cultural events and programs. For a list, see
the Accommodation section on P154.

CULTURAL SENSITIVITY

Bukchon is an area so beautiful that you
sometimes forget that people actually live
there. Bukchon is, first and foremost, a
residential area, and a quiet one at that.
When you visit—and especially if you're
staying there-please keep the neighbors
in mind.

Literally meaning “ Korean home," the term hanok came into being after Korea's

opening to the West in order to differentiate Korea's traditional architecture from the
newer Western-style buildings. The major characteristics of a hanok are a) the use of
flues to heat the floor (a system called ondol), and b) large unheated wooden floors,

or maeu, to keep the home cool in summer. Wealthier homes, such as those found in
Bukchon, have black-tile roofs (commoner homes were traditionally roofed with
straw), are multi-structured, and have central courtyards called madang.

Hanok are built solely from wood, stone and earth—the yellow earth used in the

walls, called hwangto in Korean, is said to have physical benefits for the occupants.

Windows and sliding doors are usually made from Korean paper, or hanji, although

more modernized hanok use glass. Like
other Korean traditional structures,
hanok are deliberately modest—they
are rarely, if ever painted, and they
emphasize “human” scale. Bukchon
hanok often have elegant front gates.

You never wear shoes in a hanok. You
sleep on the floor on a brightly-colored
cushioned mat called ayo.
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INSA-DONG

Insa-dong is one of Seoul’s best-known destinations to foreign visitors. The
neighborhood, which in the old days was called (for reasons unknown) “Mary’s
Alley,” is lined with antique shops, small galleries, traditional craft shops, cafes
and restaurants. So popular is it with tourists that in recent years it has become,
well, touristy, but it’s still a fascinating area with some history to it.

Insa-dong has a “main drag,” so to speak, that runs from its entrance near
Anguk Station to opposite Tapgol (Pagoda) Park. From this main street radiate
many smaller alleyways that are well worth exploring. Also in the Insa-dong area
are several areas of historical and cultural interest, including Unhyeongung
Palace, Minga Daheon, Cheondogyo Central Temple, Jogyesa Temple and Seung
Dong Presbyterian Church

A number of sites in and around Insa-dong, including Tapgol Park,
Cheondogyo Central Temple and Seung Dong Presbyterian Church, are closely
tied with the March 1 Independence Movement (see p74) of 1919.

B The north end of Insa-dong is approached via Exit 6 of Anguk Station, Line 3. The south end
is reached via Exit 1 of Jongno 3-ga Station, Line 1,3 or 5.

One of the many craft shops of Insa-dong



Airport Limousine

Anguk Stn
Samcheong-dong

Story of IhaflTV
jgMue Star V

The Moon Bird

Somerset Palace

+ Unhyeongung
Yanggwan

Thinks Only of the Moon

Unhyeongung Palace

Seoul Doriking Dimibang *
Crown Bangjane
Jirisan
™
ina Art Space @ © Cheondogyo
P Central Temple
Tongmunkwan
AXTobangYimojip .Osegyehyang

Temple
Information Center -
Ssamzigil

Sin Yetchatjippeuwn. Market

* Dudaemunl]ipj*j*(m

Minga Daheon
(Min’s Club)

- Hangwachae
)
W' Kyung-in Museum of

A ™ ™
Awon Gongbang Gogung Gung - Fine Arts (Dawon)
Gallery Art-Side " “ Insa Art Plaza
Insa Art Insg Galler
aj Kwanhoon Center* Pharmacy” ks Y uPSanchon
Jogyesa Temple
(Central Buddhist w Gallery* « Knife SoriHana- . .
Museum) Mokin Museum Gallery [Tong-in Fraser Suites
Agio* . . ewnatio (B
Haejeong Hospital : O'NGO -
Toetmaru*
Jilkyungyee
Insa-dong Teahouse yungy National
Souvenir Nakwon
Hotel SunBee...... Center Arcade
e Sachoom
Seoul Art
Korea Exchange Bank ne*
W
+ La Mer
Ll Yechon
Industrial Bank ~ Tea Museum
# ofKorea * it Sin Dang* ¢« VOOK's Gallery
Citi Bank Kookmin Bank
« Seoul ArtCenter
Naminsa
Open Theater
Seung Dong *
Presbyterian Church
Jongno Tower
(Top Cloud 33FI.) Insadong
Culture Plaza
Kumkang*
ljewelry Market Jongno 3-ga Stn.
Standard Bandi & Luni's . Pizza Hut - Exitl
Chartered Bank * MCA
Jonggak Stn
« Restaurants & Bars I Line 1 I'Une2 ! I Une3
. . Shops Cine Core (JUMP)
Youngpoong Bosingak Belfry P IUne4  ILines! !LineS
+ Museums & Galleries
« Hotels IUne7 N Une8 E B Line9

Clubs & Theaters
- Etc.

!' Jungang Line Bundang Lilie



History & Culture

Jogyesa Temple A2 Jogyesa Temple is
the headquarters of the Jogye Order of
Korean Buddhism, Korea'’s largest Buddhist
sect. This is one of Seoul's most active
Buddhist temples— be sure to visit during
the Buddha'’s Birthday festivities, usually
held in late April or early May. There’s also
a Buddhist history museum located on the
complex. @ 02-732-2183 6 www.jogyesa.kr

Templestay Information Center ss AHlOlIUS
apa 2 Just across from Jogyesa Temple is
a massive new Temple Stay Information
Center, which, as the name would suggest,
provides information on stays at one of
Korea’s beautiful Buddhist monasteries.
The center also has a restaurant (serving
vegetarian Buddhist cuisine) and a cafe. © 9
am to 6 pm. Open all year round <©02- 2031-
2000 6 eng.templestay.com

Unhyeongung Palace ' Ci This residence
is notable as the home of Heungseon
Daewongun, the conservative prince regent
who was the effective ruler of Korea during
Gojong’s minority and for a good time

afterwards. The palace, built between 1863
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ZEN M EDITATION

Interested in Zen? The International Zen
Center of Hwagyesa Temple (02-900-
4326), located in the mountains of
northern Seoul, hosts Zen meditation
sessions and dharma talks in English every
Sunday at 1 pm (instructions for beginners
starts at 12:30). Ahnkook Zen Center (02-
732-0772) in Bukchon also holds Zen
classes for foreigners every Saturday from
2:30to 4 pm.

and 1873, is a typical upper-class Korean
home, characterized by the rustic
Confucian modesty so characteristic of the
period. © 9 am to6 pm (Nov-Mar), 9amto 7
pm (Apr-Oct). Closed Mondays S 700 won.
Free for lunch hours (noon to 1 pm, Tue-Fri)
® 02-766-9090 6 www.unhyeongung.or.kr
Cheondogyo Central Temple JSLniS&wga
Built in 1921, this massive red brick Art
Nouveau building, located just across from
Unhyeongung Palace, is the central place of
worship of Cheondogyo, a strongly
nationalist religious group that mixes
Korea’s traditional faiths with elements of

1. Unhyeongung Palace 2. Jogyesa Temple 3. Cheondogyo Central Temple

4. Tapgol Park 5. Antique shop, Insa-dong
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March i Independence Movement

Japan’s annexation of Korea in 1910 marked the start of a dark period of brutal
colonial rule. Opposition to Japanese rule reached a peak in 1919, when President
Woodrow Wilson’s proclamation of the right of self-determination at the Paris Peace

Conference sparked a nationalist uprising in Korea. On March 1,1919,33 Korean
nationalists met at a restaurant in Insa-dong to read a declaration of independence. In

Tapgol Park, a Korean student recited a copy of the declaration before a massive

crowd, while copies of the declaration were read throughout the country. The crowds

evolved into processions and demonstrations that were put down with great brutality
by the Japanese, who killed and arrested thousands of Koreans.

The March 1Independence Movement is considered a catalyst of the Korean
nationalist movement. To commemorate the movement, March 1has been declared a

national public holiday in Korea.

Christianity. During the colonial era, the
Cheondogyo faith produced many
independence activists, including a large
number of the leaders of the March 1
Independence Movement of 1919.

Tapgol Park AA3® 03 Tapgol Park has the
distinction of being Seoul’s first modern

park, designed in 1897 by John McLeavy
Brown, a British advisor to King Gojong. In
1919, independence protests here led to the
March 1 Independence Movement. The
highlight of the park is the 10-story
Wongaksa pagoda 3rwkuyo6-4W, carved in

marble during the Goryeo Dynasty.

Museums & Galleries

Kyung-in Museum of Fine Arts syai69 C2
This fine gallery blends the modern and the
traditional. It includes a Korean traditional
home, Korean garden and traditional
teahouse. © 10 am to 6 pm gg Free

® 02-733-4448-9 6 www.kyunginart.co.kr
Gallery Art-Side B2 Founded in
1999, this gallery focuses on Asian
contemporary art. © 10 am to 6 pm. Closed
Mondays & public holidays. ® 02-725-1020
Insa Art Center
six-floor art complex boasts four exhibition

02 This impressive

halls that presents a diverse range of styles
and artworks for visitors to enjoy. © 10 am
to 7 pm (DFree ® 02-736-1020 6 www.
insaartcenter.com

Kwanhoon Gallery SSHyai B2 Opened in
1979, this is one of the neighborhood’s
earliest display spaces for modern art—
accordingly, it has helped to launch the
career of many a young artist. © 10:30 am
to 6:30 pm (D Free ® 02-733-6469 6 www.
Kwanhoongallery.com

Mokin Museum A2 This intriguing
museum contains some 8,000 wooden
figures of people and animals. The Korean
collection includes figures carved from the
Joseon era to the presentday. © 10am to 7
pm. Closed Mondays, CpS,OOO won ® 02-
722-5066 6 www.mokinmuseum.com

Insa Gallery Y-4AYY C2 Opened in 1994,

this modern art gallery has introduced to


http://www.kyunginart.co.kr
http://www.mokinmuseum.com

the public many works by both veteran and
up-and-coming artists. © 10 am to 6:30 pm

(Mon-Sat); 10:30 am to 6 pm (Sun) » Free

® 02-735-2655

IBK Jump Theater 95285* D4 A dazzling
comic martial arts show. J.l'fpcombines
traditional Korean taekwondo with
w‘g’w)and other modern Asian martial
arts for a spectacular nonverbal performance.
© Mon 8 pm/Tue to Sat 4, 8 pm/Sundays &
public holidays 3 & 6 pm GD40.000-50,000
won @Jonggak Station, Line 1, Exit 4

® 02-722-3995 6 www.hijump.co.kr

Shops

Insa-dong is mostly known as a place to
pick up art, antiques, craft supplies and
traditional clothing— indeed, its history as a
center of arts and antiques goes back over a
century. If you're looking for distinctly
Korean souvenirs, this would be a good
place to look.

Ssamzigil Market B2 This trendy,
four-floor complex is a market within a
market. Contains 70 shops including
handicraft stores, souvenir shops, art
galleries and restaurants. © 10 am to 8:30
pm ® 02-736-0088 6 www.ssamzigil.co.kr

Tong-in S - Founded in 1924, this is one of
Insa-dong’s best-known antique shops and

* Min’sCluby W S C2 Located in a
beautiful hanok near Cheondogyo Central
Temple, this place features fusion cuisine in
an early 20th century setting. (02-733-2966)

» Sanchon 2# C2 Run by a former Buddhist
monk, Sanchon is one of Seoul’s best-
known restaurants and specializes in
vegetarian Buddhist temple cuisine. Music
and dance performances take place in the
evenings. Lunch: 22,000 won. Dinner:
39,600 won. Folk performances: 8 to 8:40
pm. Hours: 11:30 am to 10 pm. (02-735-
0312)
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carries many exquisite items including
furniture. © 10 am to 7 pm (Apr-Sep); 10
am to 6 pm (Oct-Mar) ® 02-733-4867
Jilkyungyee 130 q2This designer
specializes in “modernized” hanbok or
Korean traditional clothing. © 9 am to 9 pm
® 02-734-5934 6 www.jilkyungyee.co.kr
Tongmunkwan 8S5* Ai Opening in 1934
and run by the same family for three
generations, this shop bills itself as the
nation’s oldest bookshop. © 10:30 am to

5:30 pm. Closed Sundays. ® 02-734-4092
6 www.tongmunkwan.co.kr

Park Yeong-sukYo” 9 2 C2 A ceramics
shop famed for Queen Elizabeth II’s 1999
visit, and well worth a look.© 10 am to 6
pm ® 02-730-7837

Sori Hana Br One of the most
popular traditional craft shops in Insa-
dong, approximately a third made by
famous designers (the other two thirds
reproduction crafted by the shop itself).

© 9:30 am to 8 pm © 02-738-8335

11 Sin Dang 4129 C3 If you’d like to take up
the art of calligraphy or papercraft, Il Sin
Dang has been selling, for 20 years,
calligraphy brushes, traditional paper, and
ink, among others. © 9 am to 8 pm

® 02-733-8100

* Toetmaru C2 Most famous for its
barley rice bibimbap a mixture of
barley and rice covered with soybean paste
stew, and crab marinated in soy sauce.
Reasonably priced, too. (02-739-5683)

* B3rlin C3 The best German restaurant
not just in Seoul, but in all of Korea. A very
classy place with a distinctively German feel.
(02-722-5622)

* Top Cloud C3 Located at the top
of the distinctive Jongno Tower, this Western
restaurant is better known for its
outstanding views. (02-2230-3001)


http://www.hijump.co.kr
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Jeong-dong S5

A pleasant tree-lined neighborhood to the west of the Deoksugung Palace, Jeong-dong

is where many of Seoul’s first foreign legations, schools and churches were built in the

late 19th and early 20th century. As such, the area was a major entry point for the

introduction of foreign culture into Korea—Seoul’s first Protestant churches, first

modern schools and first modern hotel were all built there. Today, the area retains a

somewhat exotic foreign charm, and a good number of historical buildings—

many designed by Americans, Britons and Russians— still remain.
@Exit 2 of City Hall Station, Line 1 or Exit 12 of Line 2.

Seoul Anglican Cathedral This
beautiful Romanesque-style granite church,
built in 1926, is the mother church of Korea’s
Anglican faithful. English services are held
9:30 Sunday morning in the cathedral crypt
chapel and 5:00 Sunday evening in the main
cathedral.® 02-739-0785

Seoul Museum of Art X3 4iJa|SS Formerly

the home of the Supreme Court, this

museum is home to a collection of 1,432
works of art in such genres as Western
painting, oriental painting, sculpture, crafts,
photography and calligraphy.

© 10 am to 8 pm. Closed Mondays ¢ Free
® 02-723-2491 6 http://seoulmoa.seoul.go.kr

Pai Chai Hak Dang «PHYY Korea's first
modern intermediate school, the school was
founded in 1885 by American Methodist


http://seoulmoa.seoul.go.kr

1. Seoul Museum of Art 2.Former Russian Legation 3. Pai Chai Hak Dang
4. Chungdong First Methodist Church 5. Statue, Chungdong First Methodist Church

missionary Henry Gerhard Appenzeller,
who also founded Chungdong First
Methodist Church just down the street.
Chungdong First Methodist Church
e|a§! This stately American-style Gothic

church of red brick was built in 1897 and is

Korea’s oldest existing Protestant church.

Salvation Army Headquarters T'AH3*
Completed in 1928, this massive
neoclassical structure is hidden away on the
road that passes in front of the US

ambassador’s residence.

Seoul Municipal Hall AHuyyyB This
modernist structure was built in 1935 as a
cultural hall. After Liberation, it was home
to Korea’s first parliament.

Jungmyeongjeon :39 Built in 1900, this
Russian-designed building, now a museum,
is important as the site for the signing of
the Protectorate Treaty in 1905, under
which Korea signed away its foreign policy
decision-making to Japan.

Ewha Hak Dang - Founded in 1886 by

American Methodist missionary Mary F.
Scranton, Ewha Hak Dang eventually grew

into Ewha Middle and High Schools and
Ewha Womans University, one of the
world’s largest women'’s universities. Check
out the museum on the grounds.

Former Russian Legation 3Y-Mokse
Following the assassination of his queen.
Empress Myeongseong, Emperor Gojong
fled along with the crown prince to the
Russian Legation, where they stayed for a
full year. Most of the old embassy was
burnt down during the Korean War; all that

remains is its central tower.

Chongdong Theater SS3S Chongdong
Theater has presented a 90 minute
traditional performance every day of the
year since 1997 in an effort to keep the
spirit of Korean traditional performing arts
alive in modern day. Shows are primarily
geared towards foreign visitors; all
performances are accompanied by English
subtitles, and performers are available for
pictures in their traditional garments after
each performance. Tickets run between
20,000 won and 40,000 won.

® 02-751-1500 6 www.mct.or.kr
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Seoul Museum of Art

Nanta Theater A unique performance
that draws around 300,000 visitors each year,
“Nanta" is a nonverbal performance that
combines traditional Korean SarmuinoNn
rhythms with modem music, comedy, martial
arts and dance, all in the setting of a kitchen.
Tickets range from 50,000 won to 60,000
won, with three performances daily. There are
two more Nanta theaters, in Hongdae and
Myeong-dong, too ® 02-739-8288 6 http:/
nanta.i-pmc.co.kr

Deoksugung Palace Wall 423692 The
stone wall running along the south side of
the palace is one of Seoul’'s most favored

strolling spots, particularly in fall.

DANGEROUS FOR YOUR RELATIONSHIP?

According to a popular saying, if you stroll along Deoksugung Palace Wall with a loved
one, you'll split up by the time you reach the end. As for the origins of this saying, there
are two popular theories. The first notes that the family court used to be located
nearby, so couples seeking a divorce would, by necessity, pass by the stone wall. The
second theory is that the spirits of female palace servants—who forwent marriage to
serve the court, often doing the difficult work court ladies refused to do—still reside in
the neighborhood.
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CiTy HALL AREA N1 *A|§ ¥ 5

The City Hall area, with its mixture of old Korean charm and modern-day
energy, is a microcosm of the dynamic contrast between old and new that is

Korea. Beautiful and intriguing at any time day or night, this wonderful district is

a place where you could spend an entire day wandering around, soaking in

history while getting a glimpse of the future.

B City Hall Station, Line 1 or 2

Seoul City Hall Ne & Seoul Plaza muwem
C4, P52 Builtin 1926 by the Japanese
colonial government, original Seoul City
Hall is an imposing, almost menacing gray
faux-stone building. At the time of the
writing of this book, City Hall is
undergoing a major renovation, with the
old building being included in a new,
massive, state-of-the-art City Hall complex
(to be completed in 2012). Seoul Plaza, the
large oval-shaped lawn in front of City
Hall, has been a favorite leisure spot for
Seoul residents since it opened in 2004. In
winter, a large outdoor ice rink is set up on
the plaza.

Bukchang-dong C4, P52 Behind Seoul
Plaza Hotel and across from Seoul Plaza is
the neighborhood of Bukchang-dong,
known for its vibrant nightlife.

Seoul Finance Center & Mugyo-
dong C4, P52 The Seoul Finance
Center, a new 30-story building, is a good
place to go for international dining. The
first and second floor basements are full of
eateries serving up food from all corners of
the globe, including Thailand, Vietnam,
India, Japan and China and there’s also a
deli. But for something truly Korean, try
Mugyo-dong Octopus Alley °2 S4'XISS,

Gwanghwamun Square



This is home to one of Seoul's most famous
dishes, Mugyo-dong stir-fried octopus
(nakgi bokkeum

food, this is a very good place to start. A

if you like spicy

two-person serving will run you about
18,000 won. For a bit more, you can enjoy
live octopus (97nalq.i£-N*1)—consuming a
still-squirming octopus is a dining
experience you're unlikely to forget.

Cheonggyecheon Plaza S-iitT.'S C4, P52
Cheonggyecheon Plaza marks the head of
Cheonggyecheon Stream, one of Seoul’s
newest and most talked-about leisure spots.
For decades an unsightly elevated highway,
the urban waterway was restored and
opened to the public in September 2005.
The stream runs some 5.8 km and is a
popular walking course with its distinctive
bridges and diversity of neighborhoods.
The plaza is dominated by “Spring,” a
20-mcter-high blue-and-red sculpture in the
shape of a marsh snail by American pop
artists Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van
Bruggen; admittedly, it's not for everyone.

There are several ways to get around

Cheonggyecheon. One, of course, is to walk
it. Another is to take one of the special
double-decker buses—there are five tours a
day, departing from in front of Dongwha
Duty Free Shop in Gwanghwamun.

llmin Museum of Art Vrlo|£-g C4, P52 Iimin
Museum of Art served as the headquarters
of The Dong-A llbo newspaper from 1926
to 1992. It is now a 3-story contemporary
art museum with a public documentary
archive. © 11 am to 7 pm. Closed Mondays
6S Free @ 02-2020-2055

Kyobo Book Centre C3, P52 Korea’s
largest book store, this monster shop in the
basement of the Kyobo Insurance Building
has Seoul’s largest collection of foreign
language books, making it very popular
with resident foreigners. It also houses a
large stationery store with a wide selection
ofgoods. © 9:30 am to 10 pm ® 1544-1900

y 3
WONGUDAN ALTAR C4

Also near Seoul Plaza is Wongudan
Altar, one of Seoul’s truly hidden gems.
Tucked away in the garden of Westin
Chosun HoteH- , the three-
story octagonal shrine, built in 1899,
brings to mind the Temple of Heaven in
Beijing. Following the proclamation of
the Daehan Empire in 1897, Emperor
Gwangmu (formerly King Gojong) would
visit the altar to pray for a bountiful
harvest. The Wongudan cuts a dramatic
figure against a backdrop of skyscrapers
and electronic signboards.



Bigak bllY C3, p52 This monument housed in
a Korean-style pavilion located just in front
of the landmark Kyobo Building, was built

in 1902 to celebrate the 40th anniversary of
King Gojong taking the throne.

Gwanghwamun Square B3, P52 In
August 2009, work was completed on a
new square in the heart of the old
downtown. Stretching from
Gwanghwamun Gate to the Kyobo
Building, Gwanghwamun Square is a
pedestrian-friendly public space highlighted
by two imposing statues of war hero
Admiral Yi Sun-sin and King Sejong the
Great. In summer, the square’s water
fountain— it up at night—is a popular
attraction, particularly for families.

Sejong Center for the Performing Arts m$Es$1
Y3 B3, P52 Established in 1978, the Sejong
Center features a wide range of performing
arts, including drama, various musical

genres and art. For up-to-date information
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BOSINGAK iactzj

Ashort walk from Kyobo Book Store in
the direction of Jonggak Station (Line 1)
brings you to a large, Korean-style
belfry. In Joseon times, its bell was rung
to announce the daily opening and
closing of Seoul’s city gates. The
evening and morning bells also marked
the beginning and end to the nighttime
curfew enforced in the royal capital. So
central was this bell to city life that the
street on which it is located—which
was, as it is today, one of Seoul’s most
important roads—was named “longno"
or “Bell Street."

The current pavilion dates from a post-
Korean War reconstruction. In today’s
Korea, it is most famous for the bell-
chiming ceremony held here at
midnight of New Year’s Eve, when
crowds gather here to watch Seoul’s
mayor and other city notables ring in
the new year.

on current performances in English, check
out the Sejong Center homepage at www.

sejongpac.or.kr/english @ 02-399-1111

Seoul Museum of History B3,
P52 Opened in 2002, this museum presents
the history and culture of Seoul from
prehistoric times to the modern age. A
recently created highlightis a 1:1,500 scale
model of the entire city. © Weekdays 9 am
to 9 pm; weekends & holidays 9 am to 7 pm

(Mar-Oct), 9 am to 6 pm (Nov-Feb) ¢ Free
@ 02-724-0274 6 http://museum.seoul.kr
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M YEONG-DONG

Myeong-dong is, above all else, a shopping district, and most of the people who
visit do so either to drop money or watch other people drop money. As one of the
city’s chief fashion centers and a popular nightlife spot, Myeong-dong tends to
attract a younger crowd (and a significant number of Japanese tourists). Stores are
in the mid to high price range, with a large number of major international brand
outlets as well. There are also the department stores, including the landmark
Shinsegae and flagship branch of Lotte, as well as fashion emporium, Migliore.

Myeong-dong has a single “main drag,” so to speak, where you’ll find many of
the high-end brand-name shops. The alleyways, meanwhile, are where you'll find
mid-range and cheaper brands. Several of the department stores are located just
outside the main area.

Hictnrv  Myeong-dong began its life as a quiet residential village in the Joseon era.
' With the coming of the Japanese in the early 20th century, however, the
neighborhood was transformed into the colonialists’ primary commercial hub. It was at
this time that much of the neighborhood’s historic buildings were constructed, and
Myeong-dong became one of Seoul’s treasure troves of colonial-era architecture.
The Korean War left much of Myeong-dong in ruins. When it was rebuilt in the late



1. Bank of Korea Museum 2. Shinsegae Department Store

3. Myeong-dong Theater 4. Myeong-dong street scene

1950s, many bookshops and tea houses opened up in the area, in large part thanks to the
presence of the National Theater, which attracted Seoul’s artistic and cultural elite. The

National Theater would eventually move, and Myeong-dong's reign as Seoul’s cultural

heart passed, but soon enough, upper-end shops began moving into the area, and with

them Seoul’s fashion mecca was born. Today, Myeong-dong is one of Seoul’s main

commercial and financial hubs, home to many large banks and brokerage companies,

business headquarters and, of course, shops, eateries and drinking establishments.

ISThe Myeong-dong area can be reached via Myeong-dong Station, Line 4 or Euljiro 1(il)-ga

Station, Line 2.

Bank of Korea Museum c4
Located at Myeong-dong Intersection, this
castle-like neo-Renaissance building,
completed in 1912, first served as the
headquarters of the Bank of Choson, the
central bank of Japan’s Korean colony, and
is now a museum to Korean banking
history. © 10 am to 5 pm. Closed Mondays
@02-759-4881

Korea First Bank «lifSIS C4 Originally the
Choson Savings Bank, this imposing
neoclassical office across from the Bank of

Korea Building was completed in 1933.

Shinsegae Department Store Cc4
Formerly the Mitsukoshi Department Store

and completed in 1930, the Shinsegae
Department Store next to Korea First Bank
is the last of Seoul'scolonial era department
stores. Seoul’s oldest department store
comprises a historic “old store” and a
large, newly built “new store” next door.

© 10:30 amto 8 pm ® 1588-1234

Former National Theater of Korea =]
The Baroque-style former National Theater
of Korea was built in 1934 as a movie
theater; after Liberation, it was used as the
National Theater and is now Myeong-dong
Theater, a state-of-the-art performing arts

and culture center.
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1. Myeong-dong Cathedral 2. Interior, Myeong-dong Cathedral 3. A Chinese restaurant in Myeong-dong

Myeong-dong Cathedral s Stiy G3 Designed
by French missionary priests and built by
Chinese masons, Myeong-dong Cathedral
was completed in 1898. It is a Gothic
masterpiece, built of locally produced red
and black brick and featuring a high
vaulted ceiling. There’s a crypt chapel, too,
containing the relics of several martyrs. In
addition to being a house of worship, the
cathedral has played a major role in Korea’s
political and social history. In the 1980s,
when Korea was ruled by a military
dictatorship, pro-democracy demonstrators
took refuge in the church, which the police
were reluctant to storm. © English masses

are held at 9 am on Sundays. @ 02-774-
1784

Myeong-dong Chinatown k>4 Y & D3 The
closest thing Seoul has to a true Chinatown
is located just behind the massive Korea
Post Tower, near the old Chinese Embassy

and the century-old Hansung Chinese

Elementary School. Basically, it consists of
two alleys of Chinese restaurants and
bookshops. If you’re in the mood for
Chinese mooncakes, there’s a bakery here
selling them.

Myeong-dong Migliore asuaisai * This
department store at the entrance to
Myeong-dong’s main drag contains about
1,000
accessories. © 11 am to 11:30 pm. Closed
Mondays © 02-2124-0001

Lotte Department Store D2 The

Myeong-dong branch of the Korean-

shops specializing in clothing and

Japanese shopping giant. If you’'re going
really upscale, check out Lotte Avenuel next
door.©® 10:30 am to 8 pm © 02-771-2500
Lotte Young Plaza D3 This
department store, which specializes in

ladies’ apparel, caters to younger women.
© 11:30 am to 9:30 pm © 02-771-2500



« Myeong-dong Donkkaseu Ssh vi~ e 2A
well-known specialist in the fine art of
Japanese-style pork cutlets. (02-776-5300)

* Ttarojip Sogogi-Gukbap ny
Gukbap, literally “soup rice,” is a bowl office
served with a beef-broth soup, usually
served with clots of beefblood (actually,

quite yummy). In winter, this is a perfect
tummy-warmer. (02-776-2455)

* Potala Restaurant e§#Y f2Run by a
10-year Tibetan resident of Korea, this
restaurant near Myeong-dong Cathedral
does wonderful Tibetan and Nepali food and
drink, including a variety of Tibetan
dumplings, Tibetan butter tea and Tibetan
booze. (070-8112-8848)

¢ Chungmu Gimbap F3 Cheap-but-
filling Chungmu gimbap (small rice and
seaweed rolls served with sliced spicy squid)
and tteokbokki (spicy ricecakes). (02-755-8488)
* Myeong-dong Gygja F3 A Myeong-

dong institution that has been serving up
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Lotte Young Plaza and Lotte Avenuel

great food since 1969. Specializes in
kalguksu or handmade, knife-cut noodles
and mandu, Korean-style dumplings. (02-
776-5348)

* DinTai Fungasas D3 The Myeong-dong
branch ofthe famous Taiwanese dumpling
chain. (02-771-2778)

* Woo Rae Oak A3, po6 This 50-year-
old establishment near Euljiro 4-ga (not far
from Myeong-dong) has a reputation for two
things: being pricey and serving very, very
good food. It's most famous for its
Pyongyang-style naengmyeon (cold wheat
noodles), which are said to rival those of
Pyongyang itself, but its meat dishes are
absolutely heavenly. If you’re willing to part
with a bit of cash, you won’t be
disappointed. (02-2265-0151)

» Baekje Samgyetang ""Y4Y E3 This
Myeong-dong eatery has been around for
about 40 years, and specializes in
samgyetang (Korean ginseng chicken soup),
asummertime favorite. (02-776-2851)
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MT. NAMSAN Y-Y

At 265 m high, nobody will ever confuse Mt. Namsan with K2. That said, Seoul’s
“South Mountain,” with the landmark N Seoul Tower crowning its peak, makes
for a wonderful urban hike that provides some of the best views in Seoul. Mt.
Namsan was regarded as Seoul’'s southern “protective spirit.” It also marked the
southern limit of the old royal capital of Seoul—sections of the old fortress wall can
still be found along its slopes. There are a ton of ways up this mountain. Easy

paths start from Dongdaemun, Myeong-dong, Itaewon and elsewhere. The
National Theater of Korea (see p!08) on the north side of the mountain and
Hyatt Hotel on the southern side are good places to start. Getting there to N
Seoul Tower and the summit takes about 30 minutes.

N Seoul Tower NAH#EmM

One of Seoul's most recognizable landmarks,
N Seoul Tower—originally named Namsan
Tower or Seoul Tower—was built in 1969 as
a communication tower and opened to the
1980. In 2005, the
tower’s new owners—the CJ Corporation—

public as a park in

gave the tower a major face lift, renovating
the facilities and making it a much nicer
place to visit, especially with a date. There
are several restaurants, including the upscale
N Grrill, a revolving restaurant with killer
views, and the stationary Korean restaurant

Hancock, which has just as nice views with a

View of Seoul from plaza of N Seoul Tower

much more affordable menu. There’s also an
observation deck and one of the most jaw-

dropping restrooms you're likely to ever use.

© 10amto 11 pm ~ 9,000 won

(2) 02-3455-9277 W The tower sits atop a
262 m-high mountain—how you climb it is up
to you. There are regular buses to the tower
that depart from near Exit 2 of Chungmuro
Station, Line 3 or 4 between 8 am and
midnight. There’s also a cable car—the lower
terminal is a 10-minute walk from Myeong-
dong Station, Line 4, Exit 3. A round-trip
ticket is 7,500 won, while a one-way ticket is
6,000 won. You could also hike it—it’s not
particularly strenuous, and will take you
about 40 minutes to get to the top.



Namsan Botanical Gardens

on the southern side of the mountain just

Located

beside the Hyatt Hotel, this area of walking
paths, trees and flowers is a pleasant
enough place to have an evening stroll.

Patriot Ahn Choong-gun Memorial Hall
Y853[7|U£L| 7 hjs memorial located near
Namsan Public Library i$ dedicated
to Korean freedom fighter Ahn Choong-
gun, who assassinated former Japanese
prime minister and resident-general of
Korea Ito Hirobumi in 1909.

Namsangol Hanok Village
In a small valley on the northern slope of
Mt. Namsan is Namsangol Hanok Village,
a wonderful collection of historic Korean
homes that were moved to the spot and
lovingly restored. The homes, of various
social classes, were restored and adorned
with class-appropriate furnishings to give
visitors a sense of Joseon-era lifestyles.

The village hosts various events and
programs to give visitors a taste of Korean
traditional culture, including art and craft

classes. On the Chuseok and Seol

N Seoul Tower (left), Namsangol Hanok Village

(Thanksgiving and Lunar New Year)
holidays, the place is overrun with visitors.
Those with an interest in Korean traditional
music will want to check out Namsan
Gugakdang YY319.

© 9am to 9 pm (Apr-Oct), 9 am to 8 pm
(Nov-March). Closed Tuesdays & Free

® 02-2264-4412 QChungmuro Subway
Station, Line 3 or 4, Exit 3 or 4

Korea House Y Just in front of
Namsangol Hanok Village is Korea House,
one of Korea’s most famous Korean
restaurants. Modeled after one of the halls
of Gyeongbokgung Palace, the beautiful
I’H’d(eatery is more than a restaurant—it’s
a cultural experience. Lunch and dinner is
served, with the house specialty being
/ijggk(Korean banquet cuisine, see
p685). Folk performances are staged in the
evenings as well. The venue is also
frequently used to host Korean-style
weddings.

© Noon to 2 pm (lunch), 5:30 to 7 pm (dinner
1), 7 to 8 pm (performance), 7:20 to 8:50 pm
(dinner 2), 8:50 to 9:50 pm (performance)

® 02-2266-9101-3 8 Chungmuro Subway

Station, Line 3 or 4, Exit 3 or4 6 www.
koreahouse.or.kr
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NAMDAEMUN A REA

The Namdaemun area, so named for Namdaemun Gate, is the home of Seoul's
most famous outdoor market, Namdaemun Market. This colorful market, spread
out over several blocks, attracts visitors from far and wide with its energy, great
deals and exotic charm. Traders flock to it to buy goods wholesale for resale in
their home cities and nations. Also in the Namdaemun area are several sites of
historic interest, including Sungnyemun Gate (now under reconstruction after a

2008 fire), Seoul Station and Yakhyeon Catholic Church.
@Namdaemun Market is best approached via Hoehyeon Station, Line 4. Seoul Station and
Yakhyeon Catholic Church, meanwhile, are reached via City Hall Station, Line 1& 2.

Namdaemun Market

Namdaemun Market has a history that
goes back 500 years to the start of the
Joseon era, when merchants set up shop
just outside the city walls near the current
location of the market. Today’s incarnation
1922 and
Dongdaemun Market, one of Seoul’'s two

dates from is, along with

largest markets.

The market has over 10,000 shops, both
large and small. It’s most known for
clothing, agricultural goods, everyday
goods, foodstuffs and medical supplies,
although these are but a few of the things
that can be found. Foreign tourists find the
ginseng products, seaweed and curios to be
of particular interest, but even if you're not

buying anything, it's great just to stroll

Culture Station Seoul 284 (formerly Seoul Station), one of Seoul's most impressive colonial-era buildings



around and take in the market atmosphere,
with vendors hawking their wares and
customers engaging in serious haggling.
You might also want to check out the
so-called COKKaebi market £'Hy|-MI, filled

with off-market goods.

Layout and Hours

Namdaemun Market is a pretty sprawling
place ringed by eight entry gates. As in
many Korean shopping districts, shops tend
to congregate by kind, so clothing shops
will be gathered in one spot, eyeglass shops
in another, fabric shops in another, and so
on. Be sure to consult the map on p92.

The market is open both day and night.
Shop hours differ from place to place, but
the thing to remember is that the
wholesalers operate primarily at night.
Sunday is probably not the best day to go,
but many shops are open nonetheless.

Sungnyemun Imported Goods Arcade

tiSW Located near Gate 1, this underground

shopping arcade is chock-full of imported

Namdaemun Market scenes

HAGGLING

Unlike in the big department stores and
brand-name shops of Myeong-dong,
haggling and bargaining is a perfectly
accepted means of doing business in
Namdaemun. In fact, it’'s encouraged,
but don’t expect deep price cutting,
either.

CHECK THE QUALITY!

Namdaemun sells a lot of low-cost stuff,
which is nice, but you need to check the
quality first, lest you spend your hard-
earned won on near junk.

GALCHI JORIM

In the bowels of Namdaemun Market is
an alley of restaurants specializing in
galchijorim, a cheap, spicy stew of
boiled hairtail fish and radish. It'sa
local specialty, and particularly nice
with a bowl of milky Korean rice wine or
makgeolli. The most popular restaurant
for this dish is Hee-rak (02-755-3449).
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goods like clothing, food and electronics.

Jungang Arcade §~='71Clothing, cosmetics,
electronics, dry goods, folk crafts and
handicrafts, mostly sold wholesale. This is
also a great place to pick up kitchenware
and Korean traditional clothing.

Daedo General Shopping Center u&an
Kitchenware, decorative goods, men'’s
accessories like Zippo lighters, and more.
Samik Fashion Toamn

tion market/department store for fashion.

A combina-

Mesa >)x A shopping mall for men’s and
women’s fashions. ® 02-2128-5000

Dokkaebi Market

Namdaemun market is another shopping

Underneath the

area with aton of goods, including
imported foods and liquors. The entrance is

near Namdaemun Gate.

Namdaemun Camera Market

Along the edge of the market nearest
Namdaemun Gate is a collection of camera
shops. This is the best place in Seoul to pick
up camera equipment, including used

supplies.

Eyeglasses Namdaemun area is famous for
its large number of eyeglass shops that
produce high-quality and fashionable
eyewear for much less than you’d probably
pay at home. If you’ve been looking to buy
new glasses or contacts, this is the place to
do it and usually produce your prescription
specs (eye exam included) within an hour
or two. See the map for location.

Jikon



Seoul Station

Seoul Station is one of the world’s busiest
train stations. This is where you catch
trains—including the high-speed KTX—to
Daejeon, Daegu, Busan and other
destinations south and east of Seoul. The
station also comes equipped with a
gleaming shopping center. Prior to the
completion of the new steel and glass
station, the city was served by the old Seoul
Station the pretty, Renaissance-
style brick building next to the new station.

Built in 1925, the old station has now been

Culture Station Seoul 284 (left), Sungnyemun Gate

renovated as an art gallery and culture space
named Culture Station Seoul 284.

Sungnyemun Gate

Prior to a fire in February 2008, Sungnyemun
Gate—or Namdaemun (Great South Gate)—
was the oldest building in Seoul and one of
the city’s most recognizable landmarks. The
tragic fire—an incomprehensible act of
arson—destroyed the gate’s wooden
superstructure and left a nation in tears. Now-
undergoing reconstruction, the gate will be
restored to its previous glory by 2013.

DOKKAEBI? DOKKAEBI MARKET?

The dokkaebiis one of the most popular of Korean cultural motifs, found in
countless myths, folk paintings and temple murals. A Korean goblin or troll, the
dokkaebi, is the transformed spirit ofinanimate objects—often, discarded home
objects like brooms and fireplace pokers. Something of a lovable, if mischievous,
rogue, the dokkaebienjoys playing tricks on the wicked and rewarding the virtuous.
They’re also keen to challenge wayward travelers to roadside matches of Korean
wrestling or ssireum, for right of passage. They tend to live in caves, abandoned
homes, old trees and deep valleys, and come out at night. Interestingly enough,

dokkaebitraditionally have only one leg.

In lore, the dokkaebi usually carries a large club—he can use this club to grant you
any object you wish. Be warned, however: whatever you receive has been stolen
from someone else, as the club can summon only objects that currently exist.

Dokkaebi Markets, on the other hand, are open air flea markets—they usually
specialize in used goods, although smuggled goods (often from US military bases)
can frequently be found, too. People will offer varying explanations of the market’s
name, but in fact, it’'s a mispronunciation of the correct name for such markets—
dottegi market, which means “market where you can get anything.”
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S EONGBUK-DONG

Seongbuk-dong is a relaxing neighborhood of Korean gardens and historic homes.
As an added bonus, if you're visiting in May or October, it's also home to one of
Korea’s best museums, the Gansong Museum of Art. Most of the primary sites are
within easy walking distance of one another, although Samcheonggak and
Gilsangsa Temple are a bit out of the way and may require a cab ride.

A The nearest subway access to the Seongbuk-dong sites is Exit 6 of Hansung University
Station, Line 4. From there, you can either start walking (about 15 minutes), catch a cab or take
bus No. 1111 or 2112 to Hongik Middle and High School which is near the Choi
Sunu House.

here that Yi Gang died in 1955. This

Seongnagwon Garden Swe C3

Seongnagwon Garden was originally a villa
used by Sim Sang-eung, a high-ranking
official under King Cheoljong (r. 1849-
1863). Later, it was used as a detached
palace by Yi Gang (Prince Imperial Ui), the

fifth son of Kin% Goi%ng. In fact, it was

Suyeon Sanbang teahouse

hidden gem is one of the finest Korean
gardens in the city. (Note: The garden is
closed for renovation as of this writing.)
© Closed Sundays A Getting here is a bit

[i<*y. The easiest way is to take a taxi from
Exit 6 of Hansung University Station, Line 4.

© 02-920-3412



1. Seongnagwon Garden 2. Samcheonggak 3. Gate, Gilsangsa Temple
4. Lotus lanterns, Gilsangsa Temple 5. Samcheonggak

Choi Sunu House $1£°“'Y Ca Not far from
Seongnagwon is the former home of the
late Choi Sunu, a renowned Korean art
historian and director general of the
National Museum of Korea. The home,
which was built in the 1930s, is a perfect
example of the adaptation of harnok
architecture to 20th century living.

© 10 am to 4 pm (Open only Apr-Nov).
Ticketing closes at 3:30 pm. Closed Mondays
& Sundays S Free ® Just a short walk from
Seongnagwon Garden © 02-3675-3401

Samcheonggak Ai Hidden in the hills

overlooking Samcheong-dong is
Samcheonggak, a beautiful Korean garden/
cultural center built initially as a venue for
the inter-Korean Red Cross talks of 1972.
Throughout the 70s, it was one of Seoul’s
three most famous restaurants, and served
as an exclusive entertainment venue for
high-ranking officials and politicians, who
came to wine, dine and be merry with
comely female entertainers known as
g'S%’g(similar to Japanese geisha).
Located at the site is a pricey Korean
restaurant and tea house. For visitors, it

offers beautiful views of the surrounding
mountains. When you're at Samcheonggak,
sit on the outdoor terrace and order a cup
of coffee or tea—the views of the city and
mountainsides are worth it.

© Open 24 hrs S Free g Take a 10 minute
taxi ride from Gwanghwamun Station, Line 5
or Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3.

© 02-765-3700 6 www.samcheonggak.or.kr

Gilsangsa Temple SMMQ2 Gilsangsa Temple
is an oasis of Zen tranquility in the heart of
the city. It regards itself as surrounded by,
but not a part of, the secular world, and
visitors are likely to agree. The site where
the temple now sits was originally the
Daewongak, an elite restaurant and gSaergy
house remotely located in the hills
overlooking Seoul, far from prying eyes. In
1987, however, the owner of the
restaurant—a former g'%’gherself, then
residing in Los Angeles—donated it and its
considerable real estate to a famous
Buddhist monk so that it might be
converted into a Buddhist temple, which it
duly was. Much ofthe temple is spread
throughout a densely forested mountain


http://www.samcheonggak.or.kr
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valley that is beautiful every season of the
year. Its remote location makes it an ideal
place for the practice of Zen—the temple’s
meditation hall, the House of Silence, is open
every day from 10 am to 5 pm. The temple
also has a teahouse and benches where you
can take a break from the weary world.

A Free ® Buses for Gilsangsa depart from
Dongwon Mart sswe some 30 m past the
Bus No. 1111 stop near Exit 6 of Hansung
Univ. Station, Line 4. Buses leave at 8:30,
9:20, 9:40, 10 am, noon, 1, 3 and 4:30 pm.
® 02-3672-5945-6 6 www.kilsangsa.or.kr

SEOUL

Simujang = B2 This simple hanOKhome
was the residence of Buddhist monk, poet
and independence activist “ Manhae” of
Han Yong-un. Built in 1933, it is quite
unique in that, unlike most hanok which
face south, this one faces north. The reason
for this is simple, actually—Han did not
want his house to face the Government-
General building, the nerve center of the

Japanese colonial administration.

Suyeon Sanbang C2 A wonderfully

atmospheric teahouse, Suyeon Sanbang is
truly a hidden gem. Built in the 1930s, this

GISAENG: SPEAKING FLOWERS

Perhaps no figure from Korea’s past has been so romanticized as the gisaeng, the
female courtesans of the Joseon era. Somewhat similar to the more famous geisha
tradition of Japan, these remarkable women entertained wealthy and powerful
men —in order to do this, they were trained in such arts as dance, music and
poetry. Among the most educated and cultured women of their age, some even
became noted poets and artists in their own right. They were also called
haeeohwa, which means “flowers that can understand words."

Usually coming from humble families, aristocratic families fallen on hard times or
born to gisaeng themselves, gisaeng often began their training at special
schools—called gyobang—before the age of to. Their careers tended to be short-
few gisaeng managed to continue their careers past their early 20s, and all
were required by law to retire by age 50. If a gisaeng was lucky, she could
become the concubine of a wealthy man; if not, she often found herself
at work or even owning a drinking establishment of her own. Not all
gisaeng entertained, per se—some were dressmakers, while others
specialized in traditional medicine.

The gisaeng system continued throughout the Joseon period
and into the Japanese colonial era, with training centers in
Seoul and Pyongyang growing particularly famous. During
Korea’s post-independence development and modernization
drive, however, many aspects of Korean traditional culture
disappeared as social customs and norms changed.

Today, the gisaeng exists only in TV dramas and silver
screen historical epics, a romantic symbol of Korea’s
past.
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Suyeon Sanbang teahouse

hanok was the home of Korean novelist Lee
Tae-jun. His granddaughter converted his
home into a Korean traditional teahouse,
and so it remains. The teahouse has a large
garden where, season and weather
permitting, you can sit and enjoy your tea
amidst natural splendor. © 11:30 am to 10
pm (©02-764-1736

Gansong Museum of Art (o<}
Gansong Museum of Art is probably the
best museum in Korea you’ve never heard
of. The country’s first private art museum,
it was created in 1938 from the personal
collection of Jeon Hyeong-pil, a wealthy
Korean art collector who worked tirelessly
to protect Korea'’s artistic heritage at a time
when countless works of art were being
virtually plundered by Japanese collectors.
The collection, housed in a stately building
from the late 30s, includes 12 national
treasures and 10 other national cultural
properties. The only drawback to the
museum is that it holds month-long

* Ssangdari SikdangyLly'yY B3 Rice, grilled
pork, side dishes—what more do you need?
They also do a good budaejjigae “ *vpH
(“Army Base Stew," a stew of kimchi,
ramyeon noodles, sausages, baked beans
and etc). Incredibly popular. (02-743-0325)

« Song’s Kitchen B3 Run bya
proprietor who is both a food stylist and an
interior designer, this quaint restaurant is
nothing if not picturesque. The “vintage"
atmosphere is helped by all the antiques on
display. Menu highlights include seafood and

LOOKING FOR GIFT IDEAS?

just across from Gilsangsa is Hyojae, a
shop run by Lee Hyojae, hanbok
(Korean clothing) and Korean fabric
designer. In addition to clothing, you’ll
find bojagiy *i7l (Korean wrapping
cloths), tea mats, cushions, table
clothes and awide variety of other
goods designed by Lee herself. Give it a
look. (02-720-5393)

exhibits just twice a year, in the months of
May and also October.

© 10 am to 6 pm (Open only May & October)
& Free © 02-762-0442

cheese tteokbokki (spicy pan-fried
rice cakes) and good pizza. (02-747-1713)

« Seongbuk-dong Dwaeji Galbi-jip -SSS¢412
“is B3 One ofthe oldest restaurants in the
area, this place specializes in grilled pork,
served with rice and consumed in leaves of
cabbage. (02-764-2420)

* Geurmrwang Donkkaseu 5 S * 7+— B2 This

place does a roaring trade in breaded pork
cutlets served Korean-style, which is to say,
big and fat. Hours: 9:30 am to 10 pm. (02-
763-9366)
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If Seongbuk-dong is tranquil, nearby Buam-dong is even more so. Relatively

untouched by developers, this lovely piece of urban undevelopment is regarded as

a little slice of the countryside in the big city. This is no joke—if you didn’t know

better, you’d have no idea you were in Seoul. The peaceful, rural atmosphere of

the neighborhood lends itself to cafes and galleries, and these you will find in

abundance. Sections of Seoul’s old city walls can be found intact—these offer fine

views of the surrounding mountains, g Take Bus No. 1020, 7022 or 7018 from Exit 3 of

Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3 and get off at Buam-dong Office.

Changuimun Gate

Buam-dong is Changuimun Gate, also

At the entrance to

known today as Jahamun Gate (the
“Violet Mist Gate” ), one of several lesser
gates that controlled access to the royal

capital.

FortressWalls Snaking up and down
Seoul'ssurrounding mountains is a series of
ancient fortress walls, which for centuries
had protected the capital from enemies
both foreign and domestic. Construction
began in 1396 and the walls were built by

some 200,000 laborers in just one year, an
impressive piece of engineering considering
the ruggedness of the terrain. See p!03 for

more information.

Whanki Museum<£ 7ID6 S This museum
contains over 1,000 works by the abstract
artist Kim Whanki, housed in a stunning
museum that incorporates the natural
elements found in Kim’swork. © 10 am to

6 pm. Closed Mondays S 7,000 won B Take
green Bus No. 7022, 1020 or 0212 from Exit 3
of Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3.® 02-391-
7701-2

Gallery Curiosity, Buam-dong. "Life is Suddenly" was written by movie director Lee Joon Ik.
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Whanki Museum

Gana Art Center

Seokparang

Jahamun Tunnel

Gallery Curiosity «

Ann’s Namu Cafe «

Seokparang
of Seoul's most luxurious Korean

In addition to being one

restaurants, Seokparang is also a cultural
property in and of itself. Parts of the
150-year-old Korean mansion originally
belonged to a villa owned by Heungseon
Daewongun, the prince regent of Korea
who was a major figure in the late Joseon
era. The restaurant specializes in Korean
palace cuisine— meals come with rice, soup
and a dizzying array of side dishes. Fine
dining doesn’t come cheap, however— set-
menu prices vary from 45,000 to 100,000

won per person. © Noon to 3 pm (lunch); 6

Changuimun Gate (left), Courtyard of Seokparang

Sanmotungie

Fortress Walls

Changuimun Gate
Uahamun Gate)

Gyeongbukgung Palace

to 10 pm (dinner) ® Leave Exit 3 of
Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3 and take
green Bus No. 0212. 1020, 1711, 7018, 7022
to Sangmyung University azsgn 0 02-395-
2500 6 www.seokparang.co.kr

Gana Art Center -iMom-siEi W ith the largest
floor space in the country, this beautiful
gallery—designed by noted architect Jean-
Michel Wilmotte—is not only a great place
to take in modern art but also a wonderful
place to relax, with an especially pleasant
outdoor sculpture garden. © 10 amto 7 pm
4 3,000 won H Take Bus No. 1020 or 1711
from Exit 3, Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 3
(£) 02-720-1020 6 www.ganaart.com


http://www.seokparang.co.kr
http://www.ganaart.com

* Jaha Sonmandu With great views
of the surrounding mountains, this
restaurant specializes in handmade mandu
or dumplings. Manduguk Ne : (dumpling
soup) and tteok manduguk
(dumpling soup with rice cakes) are popular,
but if you’re looking for something even
more filling, try the kimchimandu jeongol

a bubbling stew of kimchi
dumplings. (02-379-2648)
« Art for Life weyos Partgallery, part
concert hall, part Italian restaurant, this
place—run by a couple who were musicians
with the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra—is
located in a beautifully renovated hanok.
Hours: 11:30 am to 10 pm, (breaktime: 3 to 5
pm weekdays, 3 to 4 pm weekends). Closed
Mondays. (02-3217-9364)
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» Ssarijip “tsiti Located not in Buam-dong
itself but nearby Gugi-dong this is one
of Seoul’s best places to try bosintang y-YY
or dogmeat soup. Located in a Korean-style
hanok with awonderful courtyard, the
restaurant is packed in the summer, but is
still a relaxing place to have a meal. A bowl
of bosintang will cost you 15,000 won; a
heavier stew orjeongol 5®, is worth the
28,000 won. Hours: 11:30 am to 9:30 pm.
(02-379-9911)

¢ Club Espresso
fresh-brewed coffee in a pleasant
atmosphere. Hours: 9 am to 11 pm. (02-764-
8719)

Outstanding

1.Jaha Sonmandu 2. Art for Life 3. Ssarijip 4. Coffee house, Buam-dong
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BUKHANSAN NATIONAL PARK

Guarding Seoul to the north are several mountains that make up Bukhansan
National Park, a ridge of several magnificent rocky peaks, including Baegundae
Peak, which at 836 m is Seoul’s highest point. This rugged area provides some of
Seoul’s best (and most challenging) hiking, as well as some of the best rock-
climbing in Korea.

Guarding the northern passes into Seoul, Bukhansan has long been of strategic
significance. During the Joseon era, the mountain was ringed by impressive
fortifications that stand to this day. Due to its thick forests and scenic beauty, the
mountain is home to several Buddhist temples, including Hwagyesa Temple, a
major Zen center famous for its large contingent of foreign monks.

0 Doseonsa Course: Take subway line 4 to Suyu Station. From there, take Buses No. 2,120
or 153 to its final destination. Jeongneung Course: Take Buses No. 171, 1114, 1213 or 7211
from Gireum Station, Line 4. Get off at Bongguksa Temple B3-m. Hwagyesa Temple: Take small
Bus No. 2 from Exit 5 of Suyu Station, Line 4. Get off at Hanshin University and walk up
the path to the temple.

Seoul seen from Bukhansan National Park



Hiking
The area of Bukhansan National Park
spans several dozen square kilometers, so
not surprisingly, there are a number of
paths up the mountain. The direct path to
the peak can take as little as two hours (be
warned—it’s a strenuous two hours), while
more scenic routes can take up to four or
five. The most popular—and the shortest—
route takes you from Doseonsa Temple

to the Yongammun Gate SSiS of
Bukhansan Fortress. From there, it’s a slog
along the ridgeline until you reach the
granite peak of Baegundae — there are
ropes and steps to assistyou in the task.

Bukhansan Fortress

As a strategically vital area, Bukhansan has
played host to fortifications of one sort or
another for about 1,900 years. Following
the Japanese invasions of the late 16th
century and Manchurian invasion of the

Bukhansan Fortress Entrance

Daenammun Gate

Sambongsa Temple
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mid-17th century, Korea’s rulers felt
compelled to strengthen and expand the
mountain’s fortifications. In 1711, work
got underway on a 9.7 km ring of
fortifications along the ridges of the
mountain. With 14 gates, the walls are
some of the most extensive Joseon-era

fortifications in Korea.

Hwagyesa Temple

Hwagyesa is a relaxing Buddhist temple on
the lower slopes of the park. It is most
famous as the home of the Hwagyesa
International Zen Center (02-900-4326),
opened in 1994 by Zen Master Seung Sahn
(1927-2004). As the founder of the Kwan
Um Zen School, Seung Sahn played an
active role in promoting Buddhism in the
West; accordingly, Hwagyesa is home to a
prominent community of Western monks.
For foreigners interested in Zen, the Zen
Center holds Sunday mediation sessions

and Dharma talks beginning at 1pm.

Insubong Peak
Baegundae Peak
Mangyeongdae Peak

+ Doseonsa Temple
Seonungyo

Yongammun
.Gate

Daewoo;

Daedongmun Gate

Hwagyesa Temple

Naewonsa Temple

Jeongneung Park Entrance
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DONGDAEMUN M ARKET

Twenty-six shopping malls, 30,000 specialty shops and 50,000 manufacturers. All
within a 10-block radius. Welcome to Dongdaemun Market.

Dongdaemun Market is the place to go for fashion, period. Apgujeong-dong,
south of the Hangang River, might have the luxury brands, and Myeong-dong the
international brand outlets, but for fashion junkies looking for unique designs at
decent prices, Dongdaemun is the place to go. Heck, even if you're not into
clothing, it’s a great place to visit, particularly at night when all its lights, action
and crowds make for an impressive show of human energy.

Dongdaemun is open pretty much all day and all night, but retailers and
wholesalers keep different hours. Retailers are usually open from 10 am to 5 am
the next morning, while wholesalers are open from 8 pm to 8 am the next
morning. Many shops close Mondays. Dongdaemun Market sprawls over several
city blocks south of Cheonggyecheon Stream, split in two by a main north-south
street. Major landmarks include the 34-floor Doosan Tower, Migliore fashion
center and Dongdaemun Design Plaza & Park. Broadly speaking, the newer,
glitzier Dongdaemun of bright lights and towering malls is to the west of the main
road, while the older, grittier Dongdaemun of smaller shops is to the east around
what was formerly Dongdaemun Stadium.

0 Two subway stations service the sprawling Dongdaemun Market, Dongdaemun Station
(Lines 1 & 4) and Dongdaemun History & Culture Park Station (Lines 2 & 4).

Migliore and Doosan Tower
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Doosan Tower B3 This 34-floor traditional clothing) market. Also noted for
landmark, known colloquially as Doota, its alley of street food stalls, with binoBeffeck
gets about 100,000 customers a day, which (mung bean pancake) something of a

should probably tell you something. specialty. In fact, the market is worth visiting
Clothing, accessories, beauty supplies—it’s justto eat!© 7 am to 7 pm © Exit 8, Jongno
all there. © 7 pm to 5 am next day (Mon- 5-ga Station, Line 1

Tue), 10:30 am to 5 am next day (Tue-Sat),
10:30 am to 11 pm (Sun) ® 02-3398-3114

Migliore B3 The Dongdaemun branch
of the Korean department store, a total of
nine floors of fashion. © 10:30 am to 5 am
next day. Closed Mondays © 02-3393-0001

Pyeonghwa Market YW L O3 This is one of
the oldest wholesale markets in the country.
The market played an important role in the
Korean labor movement— see the momument
to labor activist Chun Tae-il in front of the
market next to Cheonggyecheon Stream.

Gwangjang Market tS-MSA3 One of Seoul's
oldest markets, Gwangjang Market is most
famous for its silks and /’Hw((Korean

DONGDAEMUN GATE sms

Since a disastrous 2008 fire destroyed the Sungnyemun (Namdaemun) Gate, the
Dongdaemun Gate is—along with Sukjeongmun Gate on Mt. Bugaksan—one of only
two of Seoul’s old main city gates still standing. More properly called Heunginjimun
$ °Ix|s, the gate has a history going back to 1396, when Seoul’s old city walls were
first constructed, although
the current structure dates
from 1869.
The gate consists of a solid
stone base with a two-story
wooden superstructure. A
unique feature is the half-
moon wall built in front of
the main gate, which was
used for additional defense.
Unfortunately, the gate is not
usually open to the public.
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Gyeongdong Market ssxiy 32 Not too far
from Dongdaemun is Seoul’s largest
Oriental medicine market, Gyeongdong
Market (also called Seoul Yangnyeongsi).
It’s a fascinating place to walk around, just
to take in the incredible selection of exotic
herbs and medications, including the ever-
popular (with foreign tourists, anyway)
bottles of snake liguor—snake cured in
alcohol. Ginseng, of course, is the most
popular product. © 9 am to 7 pm. Closed
Sundays A Exit 2 of Jegi Station, Line 1

Medicinal herbs, Gyeongdong Market

DONGDAEMUN DESIGN PLAZA & PARK
A landmark redevelopment project by
famed Iraqi-British architect Zaha
Hadid, this eye-catching complex—
which organically blends landscaping
and architecture-is scheduled for
completion in 2013, and will contain
outdoor green space, exhibition halls,
shops, restaurants and more. Part of
it-Dongdaemun History & Culture

P ark-is already open to the public and
is well worth the visit.

Hwanghak-dong Flea Market &st£«t«A|§ 03
At this streetside market, you can find just
about anything if you look hard enough.
Home to about 500 shops, this used to be
the place to go for antiques but, nowadays,
the goods on display have greatly
diversified. © 9 am to 7 pm.

Central Asia Village SSW-Moie B3 In recent
years, Seoul has witnessed an influx of
foreign residents as the Korean economy
grows and globalizes. One of the best places
to witness this is the so-called Central Asia
Village near the former Dongdaemun
Stadium. The village is a small collection of
shops, businesses and restaurants near
Dongdaemun Stadium run and frequented
by Korea’s increasingly large population of
Central Asian immigrants. Although this is
not a residential district like the ethnic
communities that have formed in many
North American and European cities, the
Cyrillic signboards, exotic cuisine and
distinctly Central Asian faces and dress that
visitors find when they visit give the
neighborhood its distinct character— Korea
meets the Silk Road. For the Western visitor,
the neighborhood’s draw is its exotic
Central Asian restaurants, especially

Mongolian and Uzbek.
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Dongmyo Shrine § 8 02 Built in 1601, this
shrine to the east of Dongdaemun Gate, in
the middle of Hwanghak-dong Flea Market,
is quite unique in that it was built to honor
the Chinese General Guan Yu (AD 162-
219), famed for his exploits during China’s
Three Kingdoms Period. In the 16th
century, Ming Chinese generals dispatched
to Korea to help defeat the Japanese in the
Imjin War (the Japanese invasions of 1592-
1598) demanded the shrine be built, and the
Korean court—dependent on Chinese
military aid—was not in a position to
refuse. The shrine incorporates Chinese
elements into its design, including the
brilliant brick masonry and radiant
decoration, ¢ Free @Dongmyo Station,
Line 1 and 6

Sindang-dong Tteokbokki Alley t!B 6“!5ioiss
C3 Not far from Dongdaemun, around
Sindang Station, is an alley way specializing
in the Korean dish tted(bdda, rice cakes

cooked in sweet and spicy red pepper sauce

« Jangchung-dong Jokbal Street S'SS-sy.*
B4 Jangchung-dong lokbal (pig’s feet) Street
specializes in, well, boiled pig’s trotters, one
of Korea’s best loved cuisines. The meat is
served in slices, which are consumed typically
wrapped in lettuce. It is usually eaten with a

bottle of soju.
* Everest Cz Located on the

second floor of a nondescript building in an
equally nondescript neighborhood not far

National Theater of Korea

with ramen noodles, fried dumplings and an
assortment of other ingredients. Great in
wintertime, and best enjoyed with a shot of
qu

National Theater of Korea A4 The
National Theater of Korea is a unique
performing space designed to accommodate
a wide range of performance styles. It is
home to the national drama, Korean opera,
national orchestra and national dance
companies of Korea, ffl Dongguk University
Station, Line 3, Exit 6 ® 02-2280-4115-6

6 www.ntok.go.kr

from Dongdaemun Station is one of the best
(and most popular!) Nepali restaurants in
Seoul—get here at the wrong time, and
you’ll need to wait in line. Foryour curry fix,
this is a highly recommended place; the
food is awesome and the prices surprisingly
reasonable. (02-766-8850)

* Samarkand Cafe -KYrw B3 Samarkand
Cafe does fine Uzbek cuisine in a friendly
atmosphere. Quite popular and pretty
cheap, too. (02-2277-4261)

« Darkhan 83 A Mongolian restaurant
popular with Korea’s large Mongolian worker
population. (02-2278-4633)

* Ala-Too Caf6é 83 Another friendly Uzbek
place, this one on the second floor above an

Uzbek/Russian bakery, is also
recommended. (02-2277-9212)


http://www.ntok.go.kr

DAEHANGNO CH®A

Daehangno, or “University Street,” gets its name as the former location of
Korea’s most prestigious university, Seoul National University, which moved
south of the Hangang River in the 1970s (the College of Medicine still remains,
however). Today, the neighborhood has become Seoul's “theater district,” with
over 300 small theaters that put on regular performances. Small theaters in the
neighborhood include the noted Saemtoh Parangsae Theater Jeongbo
Small Theater an(:l Hakjeon Theater Most of the area’s theaters
are tiny places with no more than a few dozen seats (some, however, are larger,
with 100 seats or more), giving performances a truly intimate feel.

The area is virtually synonymous with “youth culture,” as university students
from all over gather in places such as Marronnier Park to take in outdoor
performances and frequent the many cafes and restaurants. Daehangno also has a
bit of history, with a number of impressive pieces of colonial architecture.

Performance at one of Daehangno’s small theaters



Former Daehan Hospital (left), “Art Makes Life More Interesting than Art," Arko Art Center

Arko Art Center owsiomEyy Al Part of

Marronnier Park, the red brick Arko Art
Center has played an important role in the
development of Korean modern art by
providing an accessible place for local
artists to hold exhibits. © 11 am to 8 pm
(Mar-Oct), 11 am to 7 pm (Nov-Feb). Closed
Mondays g§ 2,000 won © 02-760-4850-2

Dongsoong Art Center At One of
Daehangno’s major performing arts venues,
Dongsoong Art Center hosts a wide variety
of shows. © Depends on programs

® 02-766-3390

Marronnier Park °fsi-|oiisS 2 This small
urban space often plays host to outdoor
theatrical and musical performances,
especially on weekends, and as such is
packed with young people.

Former Daehan Hospital ss Or
Now a museum, the former Daehan Hospital,
located just in front of Seoul National
University Medical Center, was created in

1907 as Korea’s top medical facility.

Sungkyunkwan University A3, p"6
One of Seoul’s best and oldest universities,
Sungkyunkwan University traces its
illustrious history back some 600 years to

1398, when it was founded as the country’s

*Caterina Ai A popular area wine bar
and ltalian restaurant with a charming
atmosphere. (02-764-3201)

*Platters xY|e|a Al Near Marronnier Park,
Platters is a igsos-style American diner
complete with good burgers, milkshakes and

0 3

LIVE Jazz

If jazz is your thing, check out
Chunnyun Jazz Bar—it’s one of Seoul’s
bestjazz clubs. Admissions are 8,000
won (Mon-Thur) 8110,000 won (Fri-
Sun), although if you order a meal or
cocktail, this is waived. (02-743-5555)

top Confucian academy. The university
museum (Hours: 10 am to 4 pm, closed
weekends) is well worth visiting, as is the

campus’s Joseon-era Confucian shrine.

Filipino Market aiafSfyaieuiy Head to
Hyehwa Catholic Church (near Hyehwa
Rotary) on a Sunday to check out the
Filipino Market, a makeshift bazaar of
Filipino food, Filipino groceries, Filipino
CDs and DVDs, phone cards and other
goods from the sunny archipelago. © 9 am
to 5 pm, Sunday

Philly cheesesteaks. (02-744-7651)
*Nanumi Tteokbokki Lfeci@taoi /1, A popular

hole-in-the-wall that has attained legendary
status with students at nearby
Sungkyunkwan University. (02-747-0881)
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SINCHON 2~ 5

When you mention Sinchon to average Seoulites, they immediately think of
colleges. In the Sinchon area are some of Korea’s most prestigious universities,
including Yonsei University, Ewha Womans University, Hongik University and
Sogang University. The streets in front of these institutes of higher learning are
packed with young people shopping, eating and drinking, especially on a Friday
or Saturday evening when the area becomes one big party.

B Sinchon Station, Line 2

Yonsei University 'MW AL C2 One of Korea’s founded in 1915 by Allen’s fellow

top three universities, Yonsei possesses a missionary, Horace Grant Underwood.
storied history dating back to 1885. Yonsei 010-15 minute walk from Exits 2 or 3 of
University Medical School and Severance Sinchon Station, Line 2

Hospital trace their lineage back to Korea’s Ewha Womans University oiyowmsto Q2
first modern hospital, the Gwanghyewon, Founded in 1886 by American Methodist
founded by American Presbyterian Episcopal missionary Mary F. Scranton,
missionary, doctor and diplomat Horace Ewha Womans University began as Ewha

Allen. The rest of the school traces its Hak Dang, now the site of Ewha Girls High

lineage to Chosun Christian College, School in Jeong-dong. Ewha produced

Yonsei University
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many of Korea’s female “firsts,” including
Korea’s first female PhD, female lawyer,
female Constitutional Court justice and its
first female prime minister. O f the historic
buildings, the most impressive is the grand
Pfeiffer Hall (1935), the administrative main
hall of the university. The Ada Prayer
Chamber, a small Gothic chapel on the third
floor, is a hidden gem. On a much more
modern note is the artificial steel and glass
valley connecting the main entrance with the
Pfeiffer Hall. Designed by world-famous

o
Bongwonsa Temple
1Restaurants & Bars

1Shops 71

1Museums & Galleries

1Hotels Seodaemun Prison Histroy Hall &

1Clubs & Theaters Independence Gate

1Etc.

Yonsei Univ.
Mike's Cabin Sbichon4 -
Watts on Tap + Severance ... .J o EwhaWomans Univ.
ey
neun BlueBird Manokamana nMgsCS;lfgi Mlg“?reSinchon Railway stn
Mussel & Muggle . T J5 Judy's
«JsWancifai Zen | SEunha Hair & Make-up
Stock Tacos en Shopping
e Tiffany Hotels Nylon« District
Hoetiip Plum # s Crux Ho,el Indonarae Yes apM
Reem Hotel Arire*
n Sinuiju Ewha Womans Univ. Stn.
On The Border
Mexican Grill &

Sinchon Stn. Cantina

| Wang
Hyundai Department Store
e Palsaek
Samgyeopsal
Cheongdam-dong
Pojangroacha

Sogang Univ.

Daeheung Stn.

French architect Dominique Perrault, it was
completed in 2008.

® Five minute walk from Exits 2 or 3 of Ewha
Womans University Station, Line 2.

Ewha Shopping District D3 The area in
front of Ewha Womans University is a
noted shopping area for women'’s clothing,
accessories, beauty supplies, and other
things feminine. Many renowned— or at
least well-appointed— hair and nail salons
can be found in the area as well.
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MISSIONARIES AND KOREAN CHRISTIANITY
Christianity first came to Korea in the 18th century, when Catholicism entered the
country from China. At the end of the 19th century, Protestant missionaries from the
United States, Great Britain, Canada and Australia began missions in Korea following
its opening to the West. In addition to their religion, these missionaries brought
social and political change—Christians were at the forefront of improving the lot of
women in Korean society, for instance, and many Christians were active in the
independence struggle against the Japanese.

Today, Christianity is Korea’s second largest religion, and the country now produces

the world’s second largest number of Christian missionaries next to the United

States. One ofthe most enduring contributions of Western missionaries was the

creation of modern schools and universities. Many of the first missionaries were
educators in addition to being preachers, setting up many of Korea'’s first high

schools and universities. Yonsei and Ewha universities are just two examples.

Restaurants

« Bokseonggak C2 A Chinese restaurant
frequented by students. (02-392-1560)

+ Choi’'s Tacos soiae® q2A taco place. Run
by a man named Choi. Does a really good
trade. (02-362-2113)

* On The Border Mexican Grill & Cantina

C3 The largest Mexican restaurant chain
in the United States has a shop near Sinchon
Station. Good place to go for a margarita.
(02-324-0682)

* Manokamana C2 Indian and
Nepali cuisine not far from the front gate of
Yonsei University. (02-338-4343)

* Mussel & Muggle C3 With a
French-trained chefin the kitchen, this place
near Sinchon’s Hyundai Department Store
does Belgian-style mussels, mussel pasta
and even a mussel pizza. (02-324-5919)

Pubs & Bars

When we’re talking about Sinchon, we’re
talking about drinking and having a good
time. Many of the bars in the area are
popular with foreigners, although unlike
Itaewon with its large (but decreasing) US
military contingent, most of the foreigners
you find in Sinchon are local English
teachers and exchange students.

* Norae Haneun Saramdeul " 83

Somewhat cramped, this bar gets a good
mix of Westerners and Koreans, and lots of
dancing on the weekend. (02-325-7808)

* Woodstock -1 C3 As the name would
suggest, this local institution specializes in
classic rock with decor to match. (02-334-
1310)

« Watts on Tap C2 This Canadian-
owned pub, popular with the expat crowd,
mixes a good beer selection with decent
pub food. (010-5552-5568)

* BlueBird !#- C3 One of Sinchon’s
better-known jazz bars. Wonderful
atmosphere. (02-332-3831)

« Mike’s Cabin aloJHg?HY C2 Run by a Korean
American, this cozy bar is also popular with
the expat crowd. Tends to be quieter than
Norae Haneun Saramdeul.

« BarTei C2 Armed with an exotic Bohemian
atmosphere, with a good selection of
classic rock, alternative rock, Brit pop and
modern rock, not to mention cheap beer,
this bar is quite popular. (02-365-3824)

« Gopchang Jeongol B2 Located not
far from Sanwoolim Theater, this Hongdae
bar is famous for its large collection of
Korean classic rock LPs. There’s a decent
choice of Western and Korean beverages
and, if you’re hungry, the food is pretty good
too. (02-3143-2284)
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HONGIK UNIVERSITY AREA Sm

Hongik University or “Hongdae,” as it usually called, is one of Korea’s top art
and design schools; accordingly, the area around campus has a distinctively artsy
feel with tons of privately-run art schools, art supply and framing shops, a few
galleries and tons of tiny, unique shops and cafes in the surrounding
neighborhood. On the weekends, you can purchase arts and crafts—all created by
local artisans—at the Hope and Free markets held in front of the university.

The area around Hongik University is best known as an entertainment district,
especially for its many music and dance clubs. Indeed, Hongdae is the beating
heart of Korea’s “indie” culture, where young people challenge the conservative
cultural mores that dominate much of the rest of Korean social life.

M Hongik University Station, Line 2

Hope and Free Markets rBOA! E3 to an artist fair— the items are unique,
The Hope and Free markets, held in a original creations. It’s a great place to pick
playground in front of Hongik University up reasonably priced crafts and artworks
every Saturday and Sunday, respectively, by young, up-and-coming talent.

offer crafts for sale, handmade by local
students and professional artisans. Similar

B-Boy dancing in Hongdae



KT&G Sangsang Madang ti&otS F3 This
nine-level cultural complex, easily recognizable
by its commanding, organically inspired
building, gives local indie artists a venue to
show off their stuff, and holds a cinema,
gallery, performance hall and cafe, as well as a
design shop on the first floor. © 10 am to
midnight (1 am on weekends), but each floor
keeps its own hours <©02-330-6200

B-Boy Theater C2 B-Boy Theater presents an
open run of the wildly popular nonverbal
performance, “ Battle B-boy.” This unique
performance combines street B-boy dancing
with hip-hop, Korean traditional dance and
East Asian music for an engaging nonverbal
performance that appeals to audiences of all
ages. » 50,000 won g Hongik University
Station, Line 2, Exit 9® 02-323-5233

6 www.sjbboys.com

Hongdae Club Scene

The clubs in front of Hongik University have
something of an interesting history. Unlike
the clubs of Itaewon, Hongdae’s music and
dance clubs most started out as artists’
studios that were later transformed into
clubs. Beginning in the 1990s, these clubs

Hongdae scenes

CLuB DAY & LivE DAY

“Club Day"—held every last Friday of each
month—was the highlight of the Korean
club scene, when a 20,000 won ticket got
you into 21 different local clubs (see
below). In February 2011, however, the
event was suspended amidst talk that it
had become over-commercialized. In May,
a local association announced Club Day
would restart. Live music clubs,
meanwhile, would put together a “ Sound
Road" every last Sunday from July.
Readers are advised to check individual
clubs for details.

ELECTRONIC: M2 (02-3143-7573), Via
(02-3141-2046), Tool (010-3112-0338),
JokerRed (019-345-7122)

HipHop: Harlem (NBi) (02-326-1716),
Q-Vo (02-3143-7574), DD Club (011-783-
4024), Hooper (02-336-3445), Saab (02-
324-6929),

M IXED: Ska 2 (010-8004-4635),
Myoungwolgwan (02-3142-1357)

Rock: Freebird (02-335-4576), DGBD
(02-322-3792), Soundholic (02-3412-
4203), FF (011-9025-3407), Spot (02-322-
5956)

JAZz: Evans (02-337-8361), Watercock
(02-324-2422)


http://www.sjbboys.com

Restaurants & Bars
Shops
Museums & Galleries

] if Hotels

Clubs & Theaters

Etc.
£ Cheolgil Wang Galbisal Modern Design Museum
Sanwoolim
Korean-style Bar
Rolling Stones
Sky High The Post Theater
Moonji Cultural Institute All of Rock
Music City Flower Shop « Jenn/s Bread
Geek Live
H . CafeSuda Jan9aran9
ouse Coffee Prince
Sanwoolim Theater - —# Gopchang Jammers
Sukara Ca(é (1F) _ * Jeongol
Live Club Bbang | «Kryolan n
+Club Badabie
Coffee Lab Alternative Space Samijin Pharmacy
. LC«P B-Boy Theater (B1)
Ppullalla
GZHery *Taehwa Plaza
Cafe Kkum (B1) 175015 Bowling Center
Cellar!5 (1F)
Ullim (2F) Pomponnette# Zorba the Greek
IAN Cate (3F) »Stereo .
o Cate Undo
Louis Vins (4F) Sount
Shantii
Shim's Tapas -— uuy *BRaPmRy DingDong
1-Gong Cup n Plate

*Come Sta? Prugio Apt.
.

OFF°C +Anseong Mart

| Tora-b Mapo Lifelong
Learning Center
Hongik Galbi
Cate Danchu
|
< Ty Tourist Information
Witjandari

Children’s Park
Pedestrian-Friendly Street

Jongno Bindaetteok

* Hair& Joy Richemont Bakery----—-

Cinema

Hongik Univ. Stn.
Live and Loud
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Coffee Prince

106 Ramyeon SU N° raebanfl

ZillerZone Sapience 7 «Gallery Hull
1& S Sffl
Club Mansion
Hongik Bossam i
12F Gamjatang
Cartoon Cate e Mindeulle
Nanta Myth Hong  Yeongto
Live Space V-Hatl
Club Vera
Wedding Hall
Youngbin Wedding Hall
LeTre

Mimme

Hotel Seokyo

Bulgogi Brothers

Uulteu"ural Museum

Publishing Alley

Moonji Publishing Co., Ltd

Bobo Hotel

Hapjeong Stn.

.The Cate Roro

1Dada Bldg.
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provided a much-needed space for Korea’s
burgeoning punk and indie music scene.
This is a neighborhood that basks in its
alternative chic, and the clubs here have not
been without controversy. The performances,
relatively tame compared to those in the
West, have occasionally sparked outrage from
more conservative elements of the Korean
public. In 2005, for instance, a local punk
group flashed viewers during a popular TV
program, leading city authorities to threaten a
crackdown on clubs. This never came to pass,
as most appreciate a space for independent
musicians to do their thing. All visitors are
likely to find lots of opportunities to join the
fun. B The “Hongdae" club area is reached
from Exit 9 of Hongik University Station, Line 2

* 106 Ramyeon WI33E D3 This Hongdae
place does instant noodles—and only three
kinds atthat-but what they do is good. Try
the spicy budae jjigae ramyeon, which
comes with sausage. (02-3142-1241)

* Yangpuni Jumak C2 A Korean-style
pub, the house specialty is its gyeran mari
(egg roll) and pajeon (fried green onion
pancake), which goes well with a bowl of
dongdongju (Korean rice beer). (02-338-

3285)

« Little Terrace F3 Or more precisely,
“This Little Terrace Has Mesmerized Me,"
this fifth-floor wine bar serves affordable
wines in a romantic atmosphere, including
its eponymous terrace complete with nice

views. (02-333-3310)

» Castle Praha 'Hfrsyst G3 A taste of the
Czech Republic in Korea, this European-style
beer hall houses a microbrewery (run by a
Czech brew master) that produces dark and
wheat beers in addition to your standard
Pilsener. (02-334-2121)

* Redemption Bar rmbl Possibly the
only venue in Seoul where you can sit in a

tent, pitched indoors, while drinking wine

and listening to reggae. The bar is also
associated with efforts to help Tibet. (02-
322-5743)

* LeTre Campane F4 " -Y 1 A great
place to go for genuine thin-crust, oven
baked pizza and other Italian dishes. (02-
336-3378)

¢ Le Petit Four Chef Kim Dae-hyun’s
French desserts are to die for. The macarons
are especially delightful. (02-322-2669)

* Gam Salon Y"® G2 So named because the
place is made from the wood of the
persimmon (gam) tree, Gam Salon is best
known for its delicious hand-made burgers.
(02-337-9373)

» Cheolgil Wang Galbisal sasyuiy Bi A
particular favorite of this writer, this place
does wonderful Korean galbi served with
outstanding bean-paste soup, or doenjang
Jjigae. Reasonably priced, too. (02-332-
9543)

» Greek Joy * $ °| E3 Near Hongik University,
this is one of the best (and one of the few!)
Greek eateries in Korea. (02-338-2100)
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INDEPENDENCE PARK

Seodaemun Independence Park, the focal point of which is Seodaemun Prison
History Hall, pays tribute to the sacrifices of those who fought for Korea’s

independence throughout the 35 years of Japanese colonial rule (1910 to 1945).

As, P52 The

entrance to Independence Park is

Independence Gate

Independence Gate, a massive stone gate
modeled on the Arc de Triomphe in Paris.
Designed by a Swiss engineer with funds
collected by Korean independence activists,
the monument was erected in 1896. Its
history is a bit complex, with a twist of
irony. The gate was placed in the location of
an older gate, Yeongeunmun Gate, where,
during the Joseon era (1392-1910), Korean
kings would welcome Chinese envoys—at
the time, China and Korea shared an “elder

brother-younger brother” relationship in

accordance with the traditional Confucian
view of international relations. When Japan
defeated China in the first Sino-Japanese War
in 1895, this relationship between Korea and
China was severed, and Korea became
“independent.” The old gate was razed and
the new Independence Gate built in its place.
By removing Chinese influence in Seoul,
Korea’s “independence” simply gave the
Japanese a free hand to do as they liked in
Korea. Ironically, Korea’s “independence”
turned out to be the first step on the road to
colonization. 0 Exit 4 of Dongnimmun

Station, Line 3.
Independence Gate



Seodaemun Prison History Hall

S A3, P52 For areal sobering look at
Korea’s colonial past, the place to go is
Seodaemun Prison, now a museum and the
former “place of residence,” so to speak, of
many Korean independence activists during
the dark ages of Japanese colonial rule. It’s
a monument preserved so that future
generations of Koreans never forget their
painful history of oppression and
victimization at the hands of foreign
aggressors. Some of the prison buildings are
open to the public. The engineering wing,
in fact, has been set up complete with
graphic displays of the torture inflicted on
prisoners and an educational video. One of
the cell blocks has been opened to allow
visitors to look around and enter some of
the cells. This is probably the most
impressive part of the prison—the cells
have been left just as they were, and their
cold walls say more than athousand

THE KOREAN FLAG

Seodaemun Prison History Hall

propaganda videos. Near the prison
complex are a number of other statues and
monuments to Korea’s independence
movement. © 9:30 am to 6 pm (Mar-Oct),
9:30 am to 5 pm (Nov-Feb). Closed
Mondays ¢ 1,500 won ® Exit 5 of
Dongnimmun Station, Line 3® 02-360-8590
6 www.sscmc.or.kr

Sajik Park A3, P52 Sajik Park is home
to Sajikdan Altar, where the kings of Joseon
used to perform the Sajikdaeje, a religious
service to two gods: Sasin (the god of earth)
and Jiksin (the god of the harvest). The rite
was a prayer for peace and a bountiful
harvest, and featured processions, sacrificial
offerings, special attire, and music and
dance. While most of Sajikdan was
destroyed by the Japanese, two stone altars
still remain. Also remaining is its stately
front gate, which dates from 1720.

® Walk 10 minutes from Exit 1 of
Gyeongbokgung Station, Line 1.

The flag of the Republic of Korea—the Taegeukgi—is arguably the world’s most
philosophical flag. In its center is a large red and blue Taoist yin-yang, which

represents the harmony of opposites that is the origin of all things. The four trigrams

that surround the yin-yang symbolize justice, wisdom, vitality and fertility. They are
also references to the classical elements. The white background, meanwhile,

symbolizes the purity of the Korean people.

King Gojong proclaimed the Taegeukgi Korea’s national flag in 1883. After Korea’s

colonization by Japan, the flag continued to be used by the Provisional Government
ofthe Republic of Korea in China, and was brought back once the Republic of Korea

was established in 1948.


http://www.sscmc.or.kr
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ITAEWON ° Ne

Now the heart of Seoul's expatriate community, Itaewon got its start in the early
20th century, when it was a residential district for Japanese colonialists. The
Japanese left in 1945 following their defeat in the Pacific War, but were replaced
by the Americans, who set up shop in the massive Japanese military compound in
Yongsan (now the US Army Garrison— Yongsan). Itaewon, located next to the
base, became a Gl playground, and over the ensuing decades would acquire a
well-deserved reputation for its rowdy, somewhat unsavory character.

Times, however, have changed dramatically. Over the last decade, Itaewon’s
streets have grown increasingly diverse—today, you are just as likely to meet a
Pakistani laborer or a Chinese tourist as you are a US soldier. High atop a hill in
the heart of the neighborhood, Seoul’s largest Islamic mosque looms majestically,
while below, shoppers and fun-seekers of all nationalities flock to the area’s
famous shops and foreign eateries. Koreans—who used to avoid Itaewon like the
plague— now flock here in droves; on a weekend, you can find countless Korean
couples and families strolling about its streets, taking in its exotic sights, tastes,
smells and sounds.

The heart of Itaewon is the
“main drag,” which runs east-
west starting from Noksapyeong
Station in the west. It’s along
here that you’ll find many of the
neighborhood’s notable shops,
eateries and bars. You’ll find
quite a bit in the alleyways off
the main drag, too, particularly
south of Itaewon Station—it’s
here that you’ll encounter some
of the seedier joints as well as
Seoul’s largest concentration of
gay bars and clubs—and behind
the Hamilton Hotel, where
you’'ll find more upscale

establishments.

@ Itaewon Station, Line 6 drops you
off right in the heart of ltaewon. The
Haebangchon area, however, is
easiest reached via Noksapyeong
Station, Line 6.
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Seoul Central Mosque o161*8 YANe G3 Sitting
atop a hill, Seoul Central Mosque—a
beautiful white beacon of human decency
looking down upon the decadence of
Itaewon—is Korea’s largest Islamic house of
worship, built in 1976. The area around the
mosque has a number of good Middle
Eastern restaurants and shops specializing in
religious items and goods imported from the
Middle East. ©02-793-6908

Leeum, Samsung Museum of Art Y3fiBwea»
Gi One of Seoul’s finest art museums can be
found in Itaewon on the lower slopes of Mt.

Namsan north of the “main drag.” The
architecturally stunning Leeum Samsung

Museum of Art, which opened in 2004, was

designed by renowned designers Mario Botta,

Jean Nouvel and Rem Koolhaas. It is home
to many masterpieces of Korean traditional
and Western art, including several beautiful
national treasures, as well as Louise
Bourgeois’ famed spider sculptures outside.
© 10:30 am to 6 pm. Closed Mondays

eg 10,000 won © 02-2014-6900

‘Hooker Hill* F3 W hile much of the rest of
Itaewon is in the process of gentrification,
you can still find some of the old-time sleaze
on the appropriately named “ Hooker Hill,”
an alley of seedy bars and clubs to the south

of Itaewon’s main drag.

Leeum Samsung Museum ol Art

TAILOR-MADE SUITS

Iltaewon’s main drag is home to many
tailors who specialize in tailor-made
suits. In fact, as you’re walking along,
you'll likely be approached by at least
one tailor. Suits can run anywhere
from 300,000 won to over a million
won, depending on materials. Hahn’s
Tailor (02-793-0830, B3) gets good
reviews from customers. Also
recommended for tailored shirts is
Hamilton Shirts (02-798-5693, D3),
which will deliver directly to your hotel
room.

LANGUAGE BARRIER NO M ORE

Most of the establishments in
ltaewon have staff who speak English
and Japanese, so don’t worry about
communication difficulties.

Homo HiLL F3

While times are changing, Korean
society is still rather conservative,
and it cannot be said Seoul has a
thriving gay nightlife scene. Itaewon
is a rare exception—on a hill not far
from Hooker Hill is a collection of gay
and lesbian bars and nightclubs, and
some clubs catering to the
transvestite/transgender population.

HAEBANGCHON

A short walk from Itaewon, past
Noksapyeong Station and up towards
Namsan Third Tunnel is
Haebangchon, a residential
neighborhood originally founded
after the Korean War by refugees from
North Korea (hence the name, which
literally means, “ Liberation Village").
Today it is inhabited by a large
number of foreigners, particularly
English teachers from the West,
Nigerians and Filipinos. Accordingly,
it is home to a number of decent
foreign restaurants. Give it a look.



Shopping

Tailor-Made Suits D3 Tailors— many of
them around for decades—line Itaewon’s
main drag, and you’'re likely to be asked
more than once if you'd like to have a suit

or shirt made to measure.

Antiques E3 Itaewon, along with Insa-dong,
is Seoul’s best place to purchase antiques.
Unlike Insa-dong, however, most of the
shopkeepers here speak English and
Japanese. In shops like Chosun Antique
(02-793-3726, F3) and Kim’s Antique
Gallery (02-796-8841, F3), you can find

Yongsan—or at least Itaewon—is THE place
to come in Seoul for international eats. You'll
find eateries from all over the world —
standard Western fare, Middle Eastern
cuisine, Thai food, Indian curries, Korean
barbecue and more. In recent years, the
restaurants have grown increasingly
upscale—or at least less grungy.

« Sortino’s F3 One of the best Italian
restaurants in Seoul, owned by an expatriate
Italian Canadian who also runs the more
upscale and intimate Villa Sortino. (02-797-
0488)

 La Cigale Montmartre Y J1¥ §al— E3
Famous for its Belgian-style mussels, this
classy place is particularly popular in
summer, when its outdoor seating is a
blessing. (02-796-1244)

¢ Le Saint-Ex s-S®!- D3 The oldest French
restaurant in Seoul, this cozy bistro is run by
a long-time French expatriate. (02-795-2465)
* Gecko’s Terrace TLbkaeuya E3 Overlooking
Itaewon Station, this European-style pub has
good pub food and a cozy atmosphere,
although it does get crowded on weekends.
(02-749-9425)

* Buddha’s Belly Ai A Thai-themed
wine bar that serves Thai cuisine in a classy
setting. (02-796-9330)
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handsome old Korean dressers and tables,
Korean doors, brasswork and much, much
more. O f course, expect to pay top antique
prices.

Hamilton Shopping Center BHLLeasYyY
Located next to the Hamilton Hotel, the
Hamilton Shopping Center is four stories of
shops specializing in clothing, souvenirs
and traditional goods.

Leather Goods D3 You'll find leather goods
in abundance— handbags, shoes, jackets
and accessories— factory-made and often
inspired by famous designer labels.

* casAntonio F3 Along with
Sortino’s, one of the best ltalian restaurants
in Seoul. Perfect combo of fine cuisine and

class atmosphere. (02-794-8803)

* Taco Chilichili Ejsnaisai 2 a short walk
up from Noksapyeong Station, this very
popular Mexican restaurant has burritos to
die for. (02-797-7219)

 Jacoby’s xBtiiupi or some of the best
burgers in Korea can be found here. Just be
sure to go on an empty stomach: these
monsters aren’t light eating. (02-3785-0433)

* Salam G3 A good Turkish restaurant
near Seoul Central Mosque. (02-793-4323)

* The Spice 4—nl0l- Hi Fine European
dining: the head chef studied under Gordon
Ramsay. Pricey, but not terribly so. Trendy
atmosphere. (02-749-2596)

* Petrayn”A3 Good Middle Eastern cuisine
perched on a hill overlooking Noksapyeong
Station. (02-790-4433)

* LaBocca F3 This outstanding Italian
cafe, deli and wine bar mixes good food with
a relaxing atmosphere. Good for brunch, too.
(02-790-5907)

* Indigo Ai A pleasant little

Haebangchon cafe with good food and a
warm atmosphere. (02-749-0508)
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M ORE YONGSAN SITES

National Museum of Korea

The National Museum of Korea—
previously located in the Gwanghwamun
area—opened in its new home in Yongsan
in October 2005. And an impressive home
it is—almost half a kilometer in length and
six stories in height, it’s the largest museum
in Asia and the sixth largest museum in the
world in terms of floor space, covering
28,542.3 m2. Its massive design is said to
resemble a Korean traditional fortress, and
the museum grounds are decked out with
ponds, Korean traditional gardens and
other facilities that make it a pleasant
enough place to visit even before you walk
through the door. The museum makes use
of the cutting edge in museum technology
to ensure that its invaluable collection of

National Museum of Korea

artifacts could survive anything short of a
direct nuclear hit.

All in all, the museum has a collection of
150,000
although only a fraction of these are on

artifacts and works of art,

display at any given time. The collection
includes many of Korea’s most treasured
cultural objects, including Silla-era
Buddhist art, Goryeo-era celadon ceramics
and Joseon-era paintings. In the awe-
lobby
Gyeongcheonsa Temple Pagoda, a

inspiring main is the giant

beautifully carved 13 meter marble
structure dating from the Goryeo era.

The museum regularly hosts special
exhibits that are well worth the price of
admission. Guided tours of the museum are
also given—hour-long English language

tours available, once daily at2:30 pm.



Artillery piece & Two Brothers Statue, The War Memorial of Korea

© 9 am to 6 pm (Tue, Thur, Fri), 9 am to 9 pm
(Wed, Sat), 9 am to 7 pm (Sun, holidays)

¢ Permanent exhibits are free but there's an
entry fee for special exhibits (fee depends on
exhibit). In addition to the exhibits, the
museum has a good deal of other facilities as
well, including performance halls and a
theater. @ Ichon Station, Line 4 or Jungang
Line, Exit2 © 02-2077-9045-7

6 www.museum.go.kr

The War Memorial of Korea

The War Memorial of Korea is a massive
space that includes both indoor and
outdoor exhibition halls. The most moving
aspect of the entire complex is the
Memorial Hall: upon the walls running
along the entire front perimeter of the
building are inscribed the names of all the
soldiers whose lives were lost during the
Korean War. The list of names goes on
forever— Korean casualties are listed by
unit, while UN casualties are listed by
nation, with the exception of the United
States, whose war dead are listed by state.
The outside exhibition showcases tanks,

armored vehicle and other pieces of

equipment used in the Korean War, as well
as the Korean War Monument and Two
Brothers Statue.

© 9 am to 6 pm. Ticketing stops one hour
prior to closing. Closed Mondays ¢ Free
@Samgakji Station, Line 4 or 6, Exit 12

® 02-709-3139 6 www.warmemo.or.kr

Yongsan Electronics Market

To buy gadgets on the cheap, head to
Yongsan Electronics Market, a collection of
several markets and malls located behind
You’ll

equipment, computers and computer

Yongsan Station. find stereo

Cameras on sale atYongsan Electronics Market


http://www.museum.go.kr
http://www.warmemo.or.kr
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supplies, software, office equipment and
other electronic goodies for prices
approximately 20% less than elsewhere—
and in the case of imported goods, up to
50% less. PC users have found the
Promised Land—you’ll find many small
shops where you can have top-of-the-line
desktops built for under US$1,000. Mac
users, on the other hand, will find fewer
shops catering to their needs, but the
growing popularity of Apple products in
Korea has been a boon for Mac users—
there’s an Apple authorized reseller on the
first floor of the ETLAND mall. Most of
the shops are open from 10 am to 8 pm,
and are closed on the first and third
Sundays of the month. ® The market is
located near Yongsan Station, Line 1 or
Sinyongsan Station, Line 4

Yongsan Station
& I'Park Mall °K'Ne g
Attached by a skyway to the electronics

market are Yongsan Station and |I'Park
Yongsan Station

Computer
Wholesale
Shopping mall Yongsan
Electro WarMermonai
Yongsan Seminary and Market ol Korea
Wonhyoro Catholic Church
Wonhyo
Arcade ics Arcade
Yongsan Station Kaebi Market
and I'Park Mall
(Space 9)
Dragon
Sinyongsan Stn
Chung-Ang University
Medical
National
Hangang Korea

Seobinggo Stn.
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M all, one of Seoul's newest, with
everything you'd expect in a shopping
complex, including restaurants, huge
discount retailer E-mart, one of Seoul’s best
movie multiplexes and, next door, the
foreigner-friendly Dragon Hill Spa.
Yongsan Station is Seoul's second largest
train station and the primary point of
departure for destinations in Korea’'s
southwest, such as Jeonju, Gwangju and

Mokpo.

Yongsan Seminary &

Wonhyoro Catholic Church

Just a 10-minute walk from the Yongsan

Electronics Market, on the campus of

Sacred Heart Girls High School, is one of

Seoul's hidden treasures, the Yongsan

Seminary and Wonhyoro Catholic Church. Wonhyoro Catholic Church
Completed in 1902, the chapel is one of the

oldest churches in the country.

US ARMY GARRISON—YONGSAN

Sprawling over 2.5 km2of prime Seoul real estate just south of Mt. Namsan, the US
Army Garrison—Yongsan is both a symbol of the “alliance forged in blood” between
Korea and the United States, and a historical reminder of Korea’s painful past.

In the late 19th century, the Qing Dynasty occupied a strategic location on the
Hangang River before it was kicked out by the Japanese, who established a massive
military compound and headquarters. When the Japanese were defeated in World War
Il, out went the Japanese troops and in came the Americans. In fact, a number of
historic buildings in the garrison, including the headquarters of the 8th US Army, were
built by the Japanese.

Needless to say, hosting a massive foreign military complex in the heart of their
capital has proven controversial among Koreans. In 2003, Korea and the US agreed to
transfer Yongsan back to Korea; the US side would move its headquarters to the city of
Pyeongtaek, some 90 km to the south, by 2012. Seoul Metropolitan City announced it
would use the land to build a massive park, something akin to New York City’s Central
Park. In 2008, however, the new presidential administration of Lee Myung-bak, fearing
a weakening of US resolve to defend Korea, pushed the transfer date back to 2016.

US Army Garrison—Yongsan is off-limits to all but US military personnel, US military
civilians and Korean civilian workers on the base, although on-base friends can sign
you in for a visit (depending on your nationality).
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RIVER CRUISES

The best way to see the river is via one of the
city’s popular river cruises. These cruises run
from about midday to late at night, although
the evening cruises— especially around sunset—
tend to be most popular. This is an extremely
pleasant way to spend an hour or so, and a
great way to take in riverside landmarks such
as the Hangang River bridges and the golden
tower of 63 City.

You can board ferries at one of three piers—
and Ttukseom

Yeouido Jamsil

One-way and round-trip courses are

available— see the time tables below.

Courses

Yeouido, Jamsil, Ttukseom
Yeouido, Jamsil, Ttukseom
Yeouido
Yeouido

Standard Cruise
Live Music Cruise
BBQ Cruise
Buffet Cruise
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HANGANG RIVER BRIDGES

A total of 27 bridges cross the
Hangang River in the Seoul
area. Some of these are lit up
at night to provide
spectacular night views. The
futuristic Olympic Bridge in
the eastern part of the city is
particularly stunning.

Some of the bridges are
quite historically significant,
as well. Hangang Railway
Bridge A, for instance, was
completed in 1900, and
several others were built in
the Japanese colonial era.

1 hour 11,000 won
70 min 15,000 won
90 min 60,000 won
90 min 60,000 won

*Reservations required for the BBQ and Buffet ferries.
« Yeouido:
- Jamsil: Jamsil — » Banpo Bridge — » Jamsil
« Ttukseom: Ttukseom — P Banpo Bridge— » Ttukseom

Yeouido — » Banpo Bridge — » Yeouido

*Yeouido Pier Exit 3 of Yeouinaru Station, Line 5 * Jamsil Pier Exit 7 of Sincheon Station,
Line 2. Walk about 20 minutes (or take taxi) . Ttukseom Pier Exit 8 of Ttukseom Station, Line
2. Walk about 10 minutes 6 www.hcruise.co.kr (C&Hangangland)


http://www.hcruise.co.kr
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Y EOUIDO

Koreans often refer to Yeouido as the “Manhattan of Seoul,” and while this is no
doubt an exaggeration, the comparison is not completely without basis. Like its
New York counterpart, Yeouido is a river island, and it is Seoul’s political,
financial, commercial and media heart. The 63 Building (officially named “63
City” ), is Seoul's landmark skyscraper, and is located here.

Yeouido is very much a product of Korea’s post-war economic miracle. Prior to
industrialization starting in the 1960s, Yeouido was a flood-plagued sandy island
with a name meaning, literally, “Useless Island.”

During the Japanese colonial period, the imperial
authorities built Korea’s first international

YEOUIDO SAETGANG
airport on the island. In the 70s, Korea’s ECOLOGICAL PARK

development-minded president Park Chung-hee The wetlands on the south
pushed an ambitious program to turn the side of Yeouido island have
erstwhile “useless island” into a new commercial been turned into an aquatic

park, complete with wooden
walking paths. If you're in the

neighborhood, it might make
providing a new home to the Korean parliament. for a nice stroll. See the map

and political center. In 1975, the green dome of
the National Assembly Building was completed,

Korea’s major political parties, media companies, on P223.
banks and investment houses and other major
companies soon followed.

If you're expecting towering, Art Deco-style skyscrapers a la New York, you’ll
likely be disappointed— Yeouido is, in fact, not an especially exciting place. Still,
there are a number of things to see.



63 City63AE 249 meters high, this golden
monolith was an architectural wonder
when it was completed in 1985. The name
refers to the number of floors, although this
is somewhat misleading—only 60 floors are
above ground. The building houses a
shopping center, IMAX Theater and a
popular aquarium, in addition to
restaurants, conference centers and, of
course, offices. The most popular
destination, however, is the observation
deck which offers some of the best views of
the city. © 10 amto 10 pm ¢ Observation
deck 12,000 won Aquarium 17,000 won
IMAX Theater 12,000 won Total package

33,000 won (10% discount if you bring
passport/foreigner ID card) ® 02-789-5663

National Assembly Building Home
of the Korean parliament, the National
Assembly Building offers tours—apply at
the visitor center. © 9 am to 6 pm

(weekdays), 9 am to 5 pm (weekends).
Admission closes one hour prior to closing
© 02-788-2885

Yeouido Park 15258! Formerly an asphalt
plaza that doubled as a parade ground and
emergency airstrip, Yeouido Park was
transformed into a beautiful stretch of
green in 1999. The park consists of three
separate zones, including a lovely Korean
traditional garden. There’'salso a bike path

63 City (top), National Assembly Building

SEOUL MARINA

Newly opened in April 2011, Seoul Marina Club & Yacht rents its fleet of 45 yachts to the
public at rates much lower than elsewhere in Korea, with one- to three-man sailboats
available for 4,000 won an hour per person. Even six-man cruisers are available for just
15,000 won per person. The beautiful marina, complete with restaurants, cafes, and
seminar rooms in a snazzy glass building scenically placed right behind the landmark
National Assembly Building, has moorings for up to 90 boats. You need an hour of
training before you can rent a yacht and, if you’re more ambitious, sailing lessons are
available, including Korea'’s first-ever sailing lessons for children. The marina even offers
a "bike ferry” service to ferry Seoul’s growing number of cyclists across the mighty
Hangang River. © 02-423-7888 6 www.seoul-marina.com


http://www.seoul-marina.com
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popular with both bikers and
rollerbladers— bike rentals are available.
Behind the National Assembly Building is
Yunjung-ro Street, famous throughout
Korea for its beautiful cherry blossoms in
spring. © 02-3780-0562 ® Yeouido Station
or Yeouinaru Subway Station, Line 5

Noryangjin Fish Market i=tftJ"yAis Seoul's
largest fish market, Noryangjin Fish
Market is a 24-hour affair, although the
fish auctioning takes place in the wee hours
of the morning before 6 am. Here you can
find the bounty of the sea in its countless
manifestations. Much of the produce is sold
while alive, while nearby restaurants will be
happy to cook up your fish (or slice it up
raw) for you. © 24 hours B Noryangjin
Station, Line 1

Springtime in Yeouido

The time to visit Yeouido is spring, when the
island's countless cherry blossoms bloom.
Yeouido Park hosts the Yeouido Cherry Blossom
Festival at this time—it's Seoul's most popular
cherry blossom event, and is accompanied by
music and other cultural events.

o 9
HALLELUJAH!

Yoido Full Gospel Church, located near
the National Assembly, is the mother of
all megachurches—830,000 members
as of 2007, it is the largest Christian
congregation in the world. Not bad
considering that when it was founded
by Rev. David Yonggi Cho in 1958, the
Pentecostal church was little more than
a tent church.

Services take place almost all day
Sunday—these truly are impressive
events of faith and devotion. Foreign
language services in English, Chinese,
Japanese, Spanish, Indonesian and
Russian are also provided. See http://
english.fgtv.com for more information.



Marina

TRAGEDY OF THE HANGANG BRIDGE

When the Korean War started on June
25. 1950, South Korea was caught off-
guard. Within three days, North Korean
troops had entered Seoul. South Korea
hastily moved its capital to Daejeon
and, in a panic, prepared the bridges
over the Hangang River for demolition
to stow the enemy advance.

On the morning of June 28, the order
came to blow the bridges.

SEOUL

Hangang River

Ash Market

Noryangjin Stn.

Unfortunately, in the case of the Hangang River Bridge, it was clogged with refugees
and retreating soldiers, and no effort was made to clear them—not even a warning.
In a great explosion, several bridge spans were dropped into the river, sending an

estimated 300-800 people to their deaths.

If this wasn’t calamitous enough, the bridge was destroyed with three divisions of
the South Korean Army still on the northern side of the river, along with much ofthe
army’s heavy equipment. Many of these troops were captured and killed by the North
Koreans, and it was a long time before the South Korean army could recover from the
losses. In September of that year, the colonel who ordered the demolition-perhaps
on orders from above—was court-martialed and shot, although a posthumous trial

16 years later cleared him of wrongdoing.

135
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YANGHWAUJIN YVYY

Yanghwajin Foreigners’ Cemetery

A short walk from Hapjeong Station (Line
2 and 6) on a little plot of land overlooking
the Hangang River is Yanghwajin
Foreigners’ Cemetery, founded in 1890.
Currently, 551 individuals are buried at
Yanghwajin, including 279 Americans, 31
Britons, 19 Canadians and 18 Russians.
Although the spot is technically named
“Yanghwajin Foreign Missionaries’
Cemetery,” only 167 of the occupants were
missionaries; also buried here are soldiers,

diplomats, journalists and others. Because
of the international character of the dead,
the headstones come in an assortment of
sizes and styles, from simple blocks of stone
to Celtic crosses and elaborately decorated
obelisks. Epitaphs can be found in English,
French, German, Italian, Russian, Chinese
and Japanese, and are quite interesting to
see. Homer B. Hulbert's gravestone, for
instance, reads, “1 would rather be buried
in Korea than in Westminster Abbey.”

© 10 am to 5 pm. Closed Sundays @Exit 7
of Hapjeong Station, Line 2 © 02-332-9174

Jeoidusan Catholic Martyrs' Shrine, built where thousands of
Korean Catholics were executed in the late 19th century



Heaeona Subon
(Mne2)

« / Yanghwajin Forelgnera1

Jeoidusan Catholic Martyrs’
Shrine

A short walk from Yanghwajin Foreigners’
Cemetery brings you to Jeoidusan Catholic
Martyrs’ Shrine, one of the holiest places in
the country for Korean Catholics. After its
introduction in the 19th century,
Catholicism in Korea experienced a period
of great hardship. In 1866, the last and
ultimately most severe of a series of
persecutions of Catholics was launched.
The royal government, then led by the
xenophobic prince regent Heungseon
Daewongun, executed nine French
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missionaries who had illegally smuggled
themselves into Korea. In response, the
French sent warships up the Hangang
River, eventually landing at the cliffs of
Yanghwajin. The ships were forced to
withdraw, and in his fury Heungseon
Daewongun declared that Yanghwajin, now
soiled by the Westerners, had to be washed
clean with the blood of those responsible
for the foreign presence—the Catholic
faithful. Over the next six years, thousands
of Catholics were dragged to the top of the
cliff and beheaded, their bodies cast off
onto the rocks below. Afterwards, the cliff
became known as Jeoidusan or
“Decapitation Hill." Much later, in 1966,
Catholics built a church and memorial hall
atop the cliffs, with a fine perspective of the
Hangang River. The area below the hill was
turned into a park graced with many
moving pieces of religious art. The
memorial hall and church do a respectable
job of teaching visitors about the early
history of the Catholic Church in Korea
and contain a number of relics from the
martyrs, 103 of whom were canonized in
1925 and 1968 (granting Korea the status
of having the fourth largest number of

Catholic saints in the word).
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KOREAN CHRISTIANITY

Spend any amount of time in Korea and you’ll soon discover the country’s vibrant
Christian community. The Seoul skyline is dotted by neon crosses fixed atop the city’s
countless churches. Several of the world’s largest churches, including the 830,000-man
Yoido Full Gospel Church (see P134), are located here. It’s estimated that about 28% of
Korea’s population is Christian (18% Protestant, 10% Catholic), the second highest
percentage in Asia behind the Philippines. In terms of fervor and enthusiasm, however,
Korean Christians are second to none. In fact, according to recent news reports, Korean
churches dispatch the second largest
number of Christian missionaries abroad
(behind only the United States), a stunning
accomplishment given Korea’s significantly
smaller population.

Korean Christianity wasn’t always as
flourishing, however. In the late 17th
century, works by the Italian Jesuit
missionary Matteo Ricci were first brought
to Korea via royal tribute missions. By the
latter half of the next century, reformist
scholars had established a church led by a
system of lay clergy. It was an experience
almost unparalleled in Catholic history—a

Xo- T L. church establishing itselfwithout the help
. o/ A 4 of foreign missionaries.

The new faith was viewed with abject
horror by Korea’s Confucian establishment,
however, and Catholicism underwent
several bloody persecutions throughout

Stained glass. Myeong-dong Cathedra the 19th century. Many Catholics were
killed, and those who survived often fled
to remote mountain villages where they established small communities of believers far
from the persecution in the cities. Not even Western missionaries were immune—in the
great persecution of 1866, for example, nine French priests were executed, sparking an
armed conflict with France.

By comparison, Protestantism came later, and as a result had a much easier time of
it. Unlike Catholics, who were forced for over a century to pray and proselytize illegally,
often at great risk to life and limb, Protestant missionaries from the United States,
Canada, UK and Australia entered Korea in the late 19th century as diplomats, doctors
and educators, often with the support of royal authorities, who viewed them as agents
of modernization. Indeed, Protestant missionaries played an important role in Korea’s
modernization, establishing many of the country’s first modern hospitals, schools and
universities, as well as churches.

Korean Christianity went through a rough patch under Japanese imperial rule. The
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Japanese distrusted Western missionaries (most of whom were expelled at the start of
the Pacific War) and viewed churches—many of which had become centers of anti-
Japanese nationalist activities—with suspicion. Still, at least until the 1930s, the
religion continued to flourish. Christian activity in northern Korea was so vibrant, in
fact, that the city of Pyongyang (ironically enough, now the capital of atheist North
Korea) was called the “Jerusalem of the East.”

Liberation from colonial rule, post-war economic development and Korea’s close
relationship with the United States provided the environment for a second boom in
Korean Christianity. The number of Korean Protestants jumped from just over 623,000
in 1960 to over 8 million in 2005. Their influence on society grew, too—of Korea’s post-
Liberation presidents, three (Syngman Rhee, Kim Young-sam and Lee Myung-bak) were
Protestants and two (Kim Dae-jung and Roh Moo-hyun) were Catholics. In particular,
Christians played a major role in Korea’s democratization movement of the 1970s and
1980s.

While Korean Christianity is certainly more vibrant than many of its counterparts in
the West, the country’s newfound affluence has not been without its effects—in recent
years, there’s been a drop in the growth rate of Korean churches. This has been
accompanied with a resurgent interest in Korea’s more traditional faiths, particularly
Buddhism. Not that you'd be able to tell this from the clamor of Korean churchgoers,
however.

Relief of martyrs, Jeoidusan Catholic Martyrs’ Shrine
KEBA
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RIVERSIDE PARKS

Hangang Citizens’ Park ®yn|Y 59

Much of the Hangang River’s banks has been transformed into park space in the

form of Hangang River Citizens’ Park. This is really 12 separate parks rather than

one large one, with separate areas in (from west to east) the Gangseo, Nanji,

Yanghwa, Seonyudo, Mangwon, Yeouido, Ichon, Banpo, Jamwon, Ttukseom,

Jamsil and Gwangnaru districts. Each section is unique and equipped with sports

and leisure facilities like tennis courts, swimming pools and picnic grounds.

Seonyudo Park P137 Of the 12
districts, Seonyudo Park is one of the best
known. The park, originally the site of an
old water treatment plant, makes use of its
industrial past to create a wonderful
ecological zone. Linking the park, which is
actually on an island in the middle of the
river, is the beautiful arched Seonyugyo
Bridge, a pedestrian walkway that is lit up
in the evening to make one of Seoul’'s most

beautiful night views.

© 6 am to midnight 0 Seonyudo Park is best
reached via taxi from Exit 1 of Dangsan
Station, Line 2.® 02-3780-0590

World Cup Park BS58 There was a time
not so long ago when the Nanji district of
Seoul was something of a national shame.
For over a decade Seoul’s primary landfill,
the area amounted to little more than a big,
noxious-smelling mountain of garbage. Due
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Noeul Park

Nan|i Ha

Hangang River

to the strong odors emitted by the eyesore,
the entire area was covered with a layer of
topsoil after the landfill was closed in 1993.
Then something amazing happened—
plants and animals began returning to the
Nanji area, which had since been deserted
by humanity. Encouraged, city authorities
spent six years stabilizing the waste and
another year building the 3,471,090 m2
park known today as World Cup Park. The
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Naniicheon

World

Haneul Park

Mapo-g
dice Sin
Pyeonghwa

park opened in May of 2002, just in time to
celebrate its namesake, the 17th FIFA
World Cup co-hosted by Korea and Japan.
The park is huge— it actually consists of
five smaller parks, including the area in
front of the imposing World Cup Stadium
and two massive ziggurats of green—
formerly mountains of garbage—that have
been transformed into Haneul (Sky) and

Noeul (Sunset) parks.

1. Sebit Dungdungseom 2.Seonyudo Park 3. Haneul Park



* Pyeonghwa Park: This area in front of
World Cup Stadium includes a pond, picnic
grounds and some beautiful marshland.

* Nanjicheon Park: A serene riverine
environment following the Nanjicheon
Stream.

* Nanji Hangang Park: A park area which
runs alongside the Hangang River with a
number of sporting facilities and a pier
where you can catch boats for a small river
cruise.

* Haneul Park: Once a mountain of garbage,
this hill now provides some of the best
views of Seoul in the city. Wind turbines at
the top generate power for the park. The
park is especially known for its scenic steps
and beautiful reeds blooming in late
autumn.

* Noeul Park: So named because this lesser
of the two former trash heaps offers some
of Seoul’s best sunsets. Golf fans might
also wish to make use of its nine-hole golf
course. © 24 hours, but Haneul Park closes
at sunset. B Exit 1 of World Cup Stadium
Station, Line 6. There's a free shuttle to the
park from the nearby Mapo Agriculture-
Fisheries Market. (£02-300-5500, 3780-
0612 (Nanji Hangang Park)

Banpo Bridge Moonlight Rainbow Fountain

Banpo Bridge Moonlight Rainbow Fountain
yawa ~x|7flgs & Setbit Dungdungseom Xw

If you'd like to see a real riverine
spectacle, head to Banpo Bridge in the
evening to see the Moonlight Rainbow
Fountain. Five times a day (six on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday) some 10,000 LED
nozzles installed along the side of the bridge
let loose with a 20-minute-long,
multicolored barrage of water (sucked up
from the river below with pumps) in time
with musical selections from Beethoven,
Vivaldi and others. Just next to the bridge,
Sebit Dungdungseom— “ Floating Island” in
English—is Seoul's newest architectural
gem. Floating on the Hangang River, the
complex is designed to be a combined
culture, convention and leisure facility. It is
best seen at night when lit up. © Noon, 5
pm, 8 pm (weekdays); extra 9 pm show on
weekends (Apr to Jun); noon, 6 pm, 8 pm, 9
pm (weekdays), extra 10 pm show on
weekends (July to Aug) @The best place to
witness the fountain is Banpo Hangang Park,
which can be reached via Exits 8-1 or 8-2 of
the underground arcade of Express Bus
Terminal Station, Lines 3,7 or 9.
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S EouL FOREST

Seoul Forest, completed in 2005, likes to

think of itself as Seoul's answer to New

York’s Central Park or London’s Hyde

Park. Central Park it is not, but it's a

very pleasant place indeed, inter-crossed

by walking paths and bridges, some of

them quite architecturally pleasing.
Prior to the construction of the park,

the Ttukseom area was a gritty industrial

area in need of redevelopment. Now, it is

a 1,156,498 m2oasis of green in a city trying to rediscover its ecological roots.
One of the star attractions of the park is its large population of Sika deer.

© 24 hours di Free gl Walk 10 minutes from Exit 8 of Ttukseom Station, Line 2. By boat,
cruises from Yeouido stop by Seoul Forest on the way to Jamsil. ® 02-460-2901-2926

Bicycle built for two, Seoul Forest
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A PGUJEONG-DONG

& CHEONGDAM-DONG ==§

In a land of posh, the neighborhoods of Apgujeong-dong and Cheongdam-dong
are the poshest of all. The very mention of the neighborhoods evokes visions of
chic boutiques, designer labels, trendy bars and cafes, and imported luxury cars.
This is pretty much what you'll find, so what you think of the place depends on
what you think of the aforementioned. That said, many of the denizens here are
not actually residents—attempts to appear so notwithstanding—so backpackers
shouldn’t feel completely out of place, and the cafes and sizzling nightlife should
not be missed.

M The main shopping area is actually a bit of a walk from Apgujeong Station, Line 3. You're
probably best off taking a cab from the station. Garosu-gil, meanwhile, is best approached via

Exit 8 of Sinsa Station, Line 3.

Wing carries all sorts of high-end items,

Apgujeong-dong

This is Seoul's Beverly Hills, with its very
own “Rodeo Street” where you can max
out your credit card. Apgujeong-dong is
filled with clothing shops, expensive cafes
and young shoppers. One landmark is the

eclectic Galleria Department Store.

Rodeo Street £1112 >|2| Cl, Cz This winding
road linking Apgujeong-dong and
Cheongdam-dong is everything its famous
namesake in Los Angeles is, minus the palm
trees. This is really Korea’s fashion mecca—
design trends begin here and move to
Dongdaemun afterwards. If you're looking
for big-name foreign brands like Prada,
Gucci, Dolce @Gabbana, Cartier, Giorgio,
Armani and Louis Vuitton, you’ve come to
the right spot. In addition to these flagship
shops, the street also has beauty salons,

high-end restaurants and movie theaters.

Galleria Department Store YYBOMY?3 Ei
The most easily recognizable Apgujeong-
dong landmark, the west wing of this
luxury department store is covered with
4,330 LED glass disks that reflect light in
the day and are lit up at night. The West

while the East Wing (in an all together
different building to the right) carries
almost exclusively luxury brands and caters

to well-heeled shoppers of real means.
O 10:30 am to 8 pm (Mon-Sat), 8:30 pm
(Fri-Sun) (©02-3449-4114

Galleria Department Store
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Cheongdam-dong

Named for a particularly nice pond that
existed here some time in the distant past,
Cheongdam-dong is now the wealthiest
district in all of Seoul. Like Apgujeong-
dong, it is known for its upscale boutiques,
designers and clubs—only more so.
Cheongdam-dong also attracts a more
mature crowd than Apgujeong-dong, with
local shoppers and patrons generally in
their 30s and 40s.

Cheongdam-dong Gallery Street
Cheongdam-dong is more than just posh
shops and cafes, mind you. In recent years,
it has also become home to a number of hot
new art galleries that cater to young and
financially endowed collectors. About 50
privately owned galleries have gathered in
the area, many specializing in cutting edge
and experimental work by up-and-coming
artists. Most of the galleries can be found

on the stretch of road between Galleria

GAROSU-GIL
Garosu-gil—which basically translates as
“Tree-lined Street"—is perhaps as close
to Paris as you'll find in Seoul. This
pleasant little road is indeed lined with
trees (ginkgo trees, to be precise), and is
chock-full of European-style streetside
cafes and wine bars, with some cozy
boutiques and shops thrown in for good
measure. Sure, the prices are a bit
pretentiously high, but it does make for a
nice breather from some of Seoul’'s more,
ahem, energetic neighborhoods. In part
due to the influence ofthe popular US
cable TV series “ Sex and the City,"
American-style brunch has also become
something of a neighborhood fad.
Interestingly enough, the area started
as an artists’ enclave, and many of the
establishments still have a decidedly
artsy feel to them, even if the artists
themselves have since moved on to
other neighborhoods.



Department Store and Cheongdam-dong
Catholic Church.

Used Luxury Goods

While Cheongdam-dong plays host to the
city’s largest concentration of luxury brand
names, Apgujeong-dong has a number of
consignment shops that sell used luxury
goods for up to 60% off what you'd spend

for them new.

Eating and Drinking

When you’re done shopping, Apgujeong-
dong and Cheongdam-dong are
overflowing with chic (and steep) cafes,
bars and restaurants. As with shopping,
places in Cheongdam-dong tend to be more
expensive. The area around Dosan Park in
Cheongdam-dong, in particular, is famous
for its well-designed cafes.

The Apgujeong-dong, Sinsa-dong and
Nonhyeon-dong areas are filled with places
to eat, drink and be merry.

» Samwon Garden A3 One of the best
meat restaurants in all of Seoul, this place
has been around since 1976 and is owned by
the father of LPGA golfer Grace Park. In
addition to the wonderful food, it has a
beautiful Korean-style garden. (02-548-
3030)

* Take Urban D3 Organic coffees and teas.
(02-512-7978)

» Homyeondang H2 Specializes in
organically made noodles. (02-511-9517)

¢ Mercado B[lane C4 Wonderful Brazilian
barbeque place that will fill you up with
enough red meat to last you a lifetime. (02-
515-3288)

« Sanbong Hwaro Gui ttStiS Twi g 2Does
really high-quality barbecued meats,

included Wagyu beef. And as a bonus, it’s
reasonably priced. (02-546-2229)

LOUIS VUITTON

W hile

Cheongdam-dong, the nearby tree-lined

not Apgujeong-dong or

street of Garosu-gil also has a large number
of trendy bars, cafes and restaurants.

» Saemaeul SikdangA®** ° C2 More grilled
Korean meats done right. (02-6404-9989)

» Eic's New York Steak House The Yeoksam-
dong branch of the Korean New York-style
steak house chain. (02-2155-1636)

* Oriental Spoon C3 A cafe-like eatery
specializing in Southeast Asian cuisine,
particularly noodle dishes, with some
Japanese and Chinese dishes. (02-512-0916)

* Gmga ,| Bi This Indian cuisine is a bit
pricey, but the food is good and the
atmosphere refined. (02-2055-3610)

* Gorilla in the Kitchen A3 This stylish
restaurant specializes in healthy, beautifully
prepared dishes. Emphasis on the “healthy”:
the restaurant menu breaks each dish down by
nutrients and kcals. (02-3442-1688)

e LabXXIV  Ci Started by Korean celebrity
chef Edward Kwon, this trendy eatery in
Cheongdam-dong serves high quality
contemporary cuisine at reasonable cost.
(02-511-4523)
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COEX M ALL (SAMSEONG-DONG) C2

Located in the landmark Korea World Trade Center (KWTC) complex of
Samseong-dong, COEX Mall is the largest underground mall in Asia. With over
260 shops, it's a great place to go on a rainy day. A very popular destination for
foreign visitors, it has everything you'd expect in a mammoth shopping mall—
stores, restaurants, cafes, a very popular movie theater, Korea’s best aquarium,
even a museum dedicated to Korea’s gift to global culinary cuisine—kimchi. Also
part of the complex are two luxury hotels and one of Seoul's best casinos. Just
across from the mall is Bongeunsa Temple, one of Seoul’s biggest Buddhist

temples.

Buddha of Bongeunsa Temple looks out upon COEX



Shopping

As one of the biggest malls in Asia, COEX
Mall is a place where you can find just
about anything under the sun. The best
place to score luxury goods is Hyundai
Department Store, adjacent to the mall. For
clothes-hounds, global casual brands like
Nike and Levi’'s are represented, as are
many Korean designers.

The COEX branch of Korean bookseller
Bandi & Luni’'s is one of the best places in
Korea to find English-language books.
Nearby is Evan Music, one of Korea’s
largest shops for music and movies.

JiEC]
SEVEN Luck CASINO

Seven Luck Casino’s Gangnam branch is
located at the Convention Annex
Building of COEX Center in Samseong-
dong. Like most of Korea's other
casinos, it’s strictly for foreigners but if
you like to gamble, it's a fun place with
an interesting East-meets-West
atmosphere. All the favorite games—
blackjack, Baccarat, Tai-Sai, roulette,
Caribbean poker and slot machines—
are represented. Hours: 24 hours, 365
days a year. (02-3466-6100)

BONGEUNSA TEMPLE

Just across from the Korea World Trade
Center complex is the Buddhist temple
of Bongeunsa, one of Seoul’s largest, it
was founded in 794, and although the
temple was heavily damaged during the
Korean War, a few old buildings
survived, along with some precious
examples of Buddhist art. Temple stay
programs are available. The 23 meter
tall statue of the Maitreya Buddha cuts
an impressive figure as it looks out
upon Korea World Trade Center
skyscraper. Getting There: Exits 5and 6
of Samseong Station, Line 2.
(02-545-1448, www.bongeun.org)
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Movie TheaterThe COEX MegaBox
Cincplex hgg 26 screens and
features popular Hollywood releases and
commercial Korea hits.

COEX Aquarium

COEX Aquarium is fascinating place and a
great place to walk around even if you
don’t particularly fancy marine creatures in
general. Especially cool is the “ undersea
tunnel,” where you can get a bottom’s up
view of awide variety of sea life, including
sharks.© 10 amto 8 pm ~17,500 won

© 02-6002-6200

Kimchi Field Museum a*ikmg

Yep, it's a museum that’s all about kimchi.
Kimchi relics, kimchi displays, kimchi
tasting rooms, kimchi in art, a kimchi
store—more kimchi than you can shake a
stick at.

© 10 am to 6 pm (Tue-Sun). Closed
Mondays gg 3,000 won © 02-6002-6456

Coex Aquarium (top). Kimchi Field Museum (bottom)
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PERFORMING ARTS IN GANGNAM

The Gangnam area is home to several major performing arts venues, including the
massive Seoul Arts Center complex and the National Gugak Center, Korea’s

leading center for Korean traditional music and dance.

Seoul Arts CenterdisaiBS A4 Seoul Arts
Center showcases the diversity of Korea’s
cultural traditions,d including five arts
buildings, each devoted to a different genre
in a single compound. The Opera House,
designed with a roof resembling a
traditional Korean aristocrat’s hat, is a
seven-story building that includes the
2,300-seat Opera Center for marquee
operas, the 700-seat Towol Theater for
plays, and the Jayu Theater for
experimental productions. Korea’s national
ballet and opera companies are based at the
Arts Center. The Music Hall is Korea'’s first
exclusively music-focused performance hall,
with a 2,523-seat Concert Hall and a more
intimate Recital Hall. It's also home base to
Korea’s national choir, the Korea and Seoul
symphony orchestras, and the Seoul

Performing Arts company.

Also included in the Seoul Arts Center
complex are the Hangaram Art Museum,

Seoul Calligraphy Art Museum and
Hangaram Design Museum.

® Take Bus No. 4429 from Exit 5 of Nambu
Bus Terminal Station, Line 3 ® 02-580-1300
6 www.sac.or.kr

A4 Located
adjacent to Seoul Arts Center, the center is

National Gugak Center

comprised of two theaters, an outdoor
performance area and a traditional
performing arts museum. Every Saturday at
5 pm from May through December, the
Yeakdang Theater presents a 90 minute
show of traditional Korean folk songs,
drumming, p&Ym’iand court dances for
only 10,000 won per seat. From early May
to early December, the Umyeondang
Theater presents a show with similar
content at the same price, but performed by
younger artists. ® Take Bus No. 4429
(green) after getting off at Nambu Bus
Terminal Station, Line 3, Exit 5© 02-580-
3300 6 www.gugak.go.kr

Seoul Arts Center (left), National Gugak Center
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LOTTE W ORLD QAMSIL)

Lotte World is not just an amusement park—it’s its practically own city.
According to one 2002 survey, it is the seventh most popular amusement park in
the world. This sprawling complex in Seoul's Jamsil neighborhood includes the
world’s largest indoor amusement park, an outdoor amusement park, a folk
museum, a department store, a major luxury hotel and Korea’s best ice skating
rink. If you have kids, they’ll love it. Big kids will find plenty of things to do, too.
Also nearby is the beautiful Seokchon Lake, which makes for fine walks.

© 9:30 am to 10 pm (Mon to Thu) 9:30 am to 11 pm (Fri to Sun) # 38,000 won (day pass),
26,000 won (day admission); 31,000 won (night pass, after 4 pm), 22,000 won (night
admission, after 4 pm) 15,500 won (night admission, after 7 pm). Reduced admission for youth
and children. @EXxit 4 of Jamsil Station, Line 2 and 8 © 02-411-2000 6 www.lotteworld.com

Indoor Park “ Adventure,” Lotte World’s games and rides, with festivals, parades,
indoor amusement park, is truly a sight to light shows and other spectacles thrown in
behold: four floors of fun, covered by a for good measure. You can get a good view
Victorian-style glass dome—the scale is ofthe complex from the monorail that
almost surreal. In the center is a fine indoor takes you around both the indoor and

ice skating rink that’s popular with young outdoor parks.

couples. You’ve got your full assortment of

Outdoor park, Lotte World


http://www.lotteworld.com

1 Sincheon Stn. (line 2)

Sports Stadium
Complex Stn. (line 2)

Outdoor Park The outdoor park is known
as “Magic Island," because it’s built on an
island in Seokchon Lake. Like Disneyland,
it’s got a big magic castle. Here you have
another wide range of rides and games,
including the ever-popular Gyro Drop
which drops you 70 meters in 2 seconds.
There are also boat excursions on the lake.

Folk Museum The popular Folk Museum is
Lotte’s contribution to Korea’s cultural
heritage. Here you’ll find an exhibit hall
with Korean cultural relics, miniature
palaces and villages, a performance hall and

more.

Seokchon Lake
of the Hangang River, this body of water

Originally a tributary

was turned into an artificial lake in 1971;
later road construction split the lake in two.
The 2.5 km-wide lake makes for one of
Seoul’s best walking and jogging areas and
is particularly nice at night when Lotte
World's Magic Island is lit up.

Olympic Park *n uBY Dedicated to one of
Seoul’'s watershed moments, its hosting of
the 1988 Summer Olympic Games,
Olympic Park is one of the city’s nicest
pieces o f greenery. This massive park is
home to several large stadiums and arenas
built for the Olympic Games, a plethora of
monuments and sculptures (including the
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Seongnae Stn. (line 2)

Olympic Park
Jamsil Stn. (line 2)Q

m L otte
Lotte ArtBf
(Ball*

Seokchon

rden 5

impressive World Peace Gate), grass fields,
sports facilities and even a velodrome.
Ponds and pleasure pavilions add to the
experience. O f more historical interest is
Mongchon Toseong Fortress, an ancient
earthen fortress constructed by the
kingdom of Baekje (18BC-660AD), which
established its first capital hereabouts. The
area was excavated during the construction
of the Olympic stadiums, providing a
valuable glimpse of life in that era. The
fortress is contained within the confines of
the park. Olympic Park’s stadiums are now
frequently used as concert venues,
particularly when popular international
acts come to town.

@Jamsil Station and Jamsillaru Station, Line 2;
Olympic Park Station, Line 5; Mongchontoseong
Station, Line 8

Olympic Park
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GETTING AROUND SEOUL

SEouL CITYy BUSES

Seoul has a comprehensive bus system that
provides easy access to/from all parts of the
city and beyond. The bus system, which is

highly efficient but labyrinthine, is comprised

of three different types of buses: ilban
(“regular”), ywoseofc (“seated” express) and
maeul (“town” or neighborhood). Bus
service begins around 4:30 am and ends
around 1am. Over 8,500 city buses and 400
express buses are used to transport
Seoulites every day. There are literally
hundreds of available bus routes in Seoul
and a comprehensive, searchable map is
available online at http://bus.seoul.go.kr

« llban buses: Operating throughout the city,
ilban buses are identified by three different
colors: blue, green and yellow. Blue buses
connect suburban areas to downtown Seoul.
Green buses circulate within a particular
district, connecting residential areas with
subway lines and bus terminals. Yellow
buses (with reduced fare of 900 won) can be
found in downtown Seoul, concentrating on
major tourist, shopping and business
district.

- Jwaseok buses: These city express coaches
are red and provide comfortable, speedy
transport for inter-city commuters from
neighboring cities such as llsan, Bundang,
Suwon and Incheon. Every passenger is seated
and base fare is higher (1,700-1,800 won).

« Maeul buses: Bright green in color and
significantly smaller in size, these “village”
buses serve local micro-routes usually
connecting a few adjacent neighbourhoods
with the nearby subway station (reduced
fare of 700 won)

Bus fare is 1,050 won and is payable upon
boarding with cash or transit card (see TIPS
for more info). Like the subway, it operates
on a multi-zone system and using a T-Money
card offers a 100 won discount per fare.
Transfers to/from subway and other buses,
up to 30 minutes, are included with the
fare—be sure to swipe the card on the
sensor when disembarking to register your
transfer or end the fare calculation of your
journey. (Also note that lower maeul bus or
yellow bus fares are upgraded to base fare
rates when transferring to subway or other
normal fare buses.)

SUBWAY

Seoul metro is extremely easy to navigate
(each subway line is color-coded and
numbered) and all signage, maps and
announcements are in English—without


http://bus.seoul.go.kr

doubt the best method of public transportation
for visitors. Subway service begins around 5am
and ends around midnight. Travel time between
stations is approximately 2 minutes; additional 5
minutes for transfers. Pick up a map at any
station or tourist info kiosk. Referto www.smrt.
co.kr; cybermap available at www.seoulmetro.
co.kr/eng

A subway map is also included in the book.

The subway, like the bus, operates on a multi-
zone system: base fare covers the first 10 km and
each additional 5 km is charged 100 won.
Transfers are free. Using a T-money or transit
card, base fare is 1,050 won. Using a single-
journey card, available at ticket dispensing
machines located at every station, the basic fare
is 1,150 plus 500 won deposit which is returned
with the card at deposit return devices similarly
situated at each station.

For tourists wanting to do a lot of running
around on both the bus and subway, the prepaid
Seoul Citypass (15,000 won for i-day pass;
25,000 won for 2-day; 35,000 won for 3-day) is
good for up to 20 bus or subway rides daily
(including free transfers), unlimited rides on
Seoul City Tour Bus and coupons for admissions
and attractions. It is non-transferrable and non-
refundable.

CYCLING

Seoul is not the most bicycle-friendly city in the
world. Between the hills and —more
importantly—the aggressive drivers, you're best
off leaving the bike at home. The city is trying to
improve the situation, opening up bike paths in
some neighborhoods and operating free bike
rentals similar to the Velib System in Paris—for

SEOUL

T-MONEY/
TRANSPORTATION CARDS

The most cost-efficient means of
using the public transportation
system is to use a T-Money or
transportation card. A T-Money card
is more convenient and offers
discounted fares on all public
transportation. Fares are 100 won
less when you use the T-Money card
rather than cash, and discounts are
offered on transfers. When you
transfer within 30 minutes of exiting
the bus, the base fare remains the
same for rides up to 10 km, and 100
won is added for each additional 5
km traveled. To register a transfer,
the T-Money card must be swiped
when you exit the bus, too.
AT-Money card costs
approximately 2,500 won and can be
purchased at automated machines
in every subway station or in local
convenience stores (Family Mart,
GS25, Buy the Way and 7-Eleven).
These cards can be recharged easily
at an automated machine in the
subway station. Another option is a
credit-based transportation card,
including debit cards, credit cards
and e-cards. These cards tabulate
the amount spent each month and
deduct the total fare in one charge.

Many taxis offer a free interpretation
service via phone, but it is a good
idea to have your destination written
down in Korean to show your driver
(For basic Korean expressions, see
P708). Tipping is not expected.


http://www.smrt
http://www.seoulmetro
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example, in the scenic Bukchon area. But
things are still at a rudimentary stage. One
area that is rather pleasant to bike around is
the Hangang River area. Hangang River
Citizen's Park (see p140) and Ttukseom
Seoul Forest (see p143) have bike paths (in
the case of Hangang River Park, 36.9 km of
bike paths), with a number of bike rentals
along the way. The rental fee is 3,000 won
per hour, or 6,000 won for a bike for two.

HANGANG RIVER WATER TAXI

In an attempt to lessen daily commuter
traffic and frustration, Seoul Metropolitan
City now offers the “Express Shuttle,” an
express water taxi service from Ttukseom to
Yeouido and from Jamsil to Yeouido. Travel
time from Ttukseom to Yeouido on the water
taxi is 14 minutes. Morning commute water
taxis run every 20 minutes between the
hours of 7:10 am and 8:30 am, and evening
commute water taxis run every 20 minutes
from 6:30 pm to 8 pm. The last evening taxi
departs from the station at 7:30 pm. Water
taxi fare is 5,000 won each way, and each
taxi holds seven passengers. Reservations
can be made by calling the reservation
hotline between the hours of 9 am to 10 pm
at 1588-3960. Reservations can also be
made online, although the site is only

available in Korean. See www.pleasantseoul.

com for more information.

SEouL CiITY TOUR Bus

The Seoul City Tour Bus offers tourists a
comfortable and convenient means of
transport between Seoul’'s most notable
tourist attractions. You can choose from four
tours: a daytime downtown tour,
Cheonggyecheon and palace tour (double
decker bus), and two night tours, one in a
single decker bus and the other in a double
decker. The downtown tour costs 10,000
won, while the night tour costs 5,000 won.
The double-decker Cheonggyecheon and
palace tour costs 12,000 won, while the
double-decker night tour costs 10,000 won.
The best part of the single-decker tours is
that you can get on and off as much as you
like for the price of one ticket (the
Cheonggyecheon/Palace tour allows you to
get off only at the palaces, while the double-
decker night tour is non-stop). Tourists with
a Seoul City Tour Bus ticket receive
considerable discounts on admissions to the
sites along the route. Also, each bus offers
information about the sites visited in Korean,
English, French, Japanese and Chinese. No
tours on Monday. Buses depart from in front
of Donghwa Duty Free Shop near Exit 6 of
Gwanghwamun Station, Line 5. For more
information, call 02-777-6090 or visit www.
seoulcitybus.com.

* Downtown Tour: 9 am to 9 pm (last
departure, 7 pm). Buses depart every 30
minutes ¢ Night Tour: Bus departs at 8 pm

* Cheonggyecheon/Palace Tour: Every hour
from 10 am to 5 pm < NightTour (double
decker): 8 pm


http://www.pleasantseoul

GETTING TO/ FROM S EOUL

AIR

Incheon International Airport is Korea’s
primary gateway for destinations to and
from overseas, but Gimpo Airport, about 40
minutes west of downtown Seoul, handles
most of the city’s domestic air travel needs.
All of Korea’s domestic airports are
connected to Gimpo, but, truth be told, most
travelers to Korea won’t find much need for
it—Korea’s just not that big, and most
destinations are more easily reached via bus
or train. In fact, the only time you're likely to
take a domestic flight is when you visit
Korea’s scenic island of Jeju-do.

Getting to Gimpo Airport: The easiest way to
get to Gimpo is via Seoul Subway Line 5. If
you prefer the bus, many limousine buses to
Incheon International Airport stop at Gimpo
Airport along the way—see www.airport.
co.kr for details on stops and times.

TRAIN

Seoul has three primary train stations. By far
the largest is Seoul Station, the northern
terminus of Korea’s Gyeongbu (Seoul—
Busan) railway line. This line services Seoul,
Daejeon, Daegu, Busan and a slew of
smaller cities in central and southeast Korea.
From Seoul, the KTX express train to Busan
takes just under three hours.

Seoul’s second most important train
station is Yongsan Station, the northern
terminus ofthe Honam Line, which services
destinations in southwest Korea, including
Daejeon’s Seodaejeon Station, lksan, Jeonju,
Gwangju and Mokpo. From Seoul, the KTX
express train to Mokpo takes three hours, 10
minutes. The other major train station in
Seoul is Cheongnyangni Station, in the
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northeastern part of town. This station
handles rail traffic to destinations in eastern
Korea, especially in the province of
Gangwon-do, but also cities and towns in
central Korea like Wonju, Danyang and
Andong.

Bus

« Express Buses: Buses depart Seoul from
four major terminals: Seoul Express Bus
Terminal (Gangnam Gosok Terminal), Dong
Seoul Bus Terminal, Sangbong Bus Terminal
and Nambu Bus Terminal.

« Seoul Express Bus Terminal: This two-
building terminal is the main departure point
for travel between Seoul and other major cities.
For tickets and logistical information, call
02-536-6460-2 or visit www.kobus.co.kr. To
reach the terminal, take subway Line 3or7 or9
to Express Bus Terminal Station, Exit 1or 7.

» Dong Seoul Bus Terminal: Serves similar
destinations to Seoul Express Bus Terminal,
but with fewer options and less frequent
service. For ticket information, call 1688-
5979. The terminal is adjacent to Gangbyeon
Station, Line 2, Exit 3.

» Sangbong Bus Terminal: Operates routes
to Cheongju, Daejeon, Jeonju and Gwangju.
For ticket information call 02-323-5885. Take
Line 7 to Sangbong Station, Exit 2.

* Nambu Bus Terminal: Operates to
southern destinations like Pyeongtaek,
Yongin, Anseong and Osan. For ticket
information, call 02-521-8550. Take Line 3 to
Nambu Terminal Station, Exit 5.


http://www.airport
http://www.kobus.co.kr

160 SEOUL SELECTION GUIDES: KOREA

ACCOMMODATION LIST

GWANGHWAMUN AREA

¢ Seoul Plaza Hotel
Central location near City Hall makes this an

ideal location for businessmen. * 280.000-
5.000,000 won A 23 Taepyeongno 2-ga,
Jung-gu ® 02-771-2200 6 www.
hoteltheplaza.com/eng

¢ Westin Chosun Korea'’s
oldest international hotel, established in

1914, but recently refurbished with state-of-
the-art facilities and Western-style services.
¢ 220,000- 1,500.000 won n 87 Sogong-

dong, Jung-gu ® 02-771-0500 6 http://twc.
echosunhotel.com

¢ Koreana Hotel aatowxm g prime
central location just across the road from
City Hall, Seoul Plaza and Korea Press Center
and within easy walking distance of many
more key institutions, 72,000- 900,000
won A 61-1 Taepyeong-ro 1-ga, Jung-gu ®
02-2171-7000 6 www.koreanahotel.com

Best Western-New Seoul Hotel
s3S Tf-MSSI'l Another centrally-

located hotel, boasting excellent business
facilities such as a dedicated business
center and high-speed Internet service in
each room, di 126,000- 261,000 won A 29-1
Taepyeongno 1(il)-ga, Jung-gu ® 02-735-
8800 6 www.bestwesternnewseoul.co.kr

¢ Holiday Inn Seongbuk Seoul
oMn® Recently expanded and re-opened as a
five-star business hotel, with diverse facilities for
all-round comfort. # USS 160-330 A 3-1343
Jongam-dong, Seongbuk-gu ® 02-929-2000

(5www.holiday.co.kr/eng/index.htm

O Biwon Hotel US$- Located just 10
minutes away from Changdeokgung Palace,

Changgyeonggung Palace and Jongmyo shrine,
this is a good hotel for sightseeing.
¢ 100,000- 160,000 won A 36 Wonnam-

@  Luxury Hotel 0
@& Mid-Range Hotel

@& Service Residence

dong, Jongno-gu ® 02-763-5555 6 www.
biwonhotel.com

¢ Hotel SunBee Ideal for both
tourists and business travelers thanks to its
location in Insa-dong, this hotel also prides
itself on the best service. # 77,000-
110.000 won A 198-11 Gwanhun-dong.
Jongno-gu ® 02-730-3451 6 www.
hotelsunbee.com

O Anguk Guesthouse
Provides traditional Korean-style rooms and

hotel-standard comfort. Nearby parks and
forest offer exercise and relaxation in a
natural environment. Located in a beautiful
neighborhood between the Gyeongbokgung
and Changdeokgung palaces. Built under
the supervision ofthe Korean Tradition
Preservation Center of Seoul, ¢ 50,000-
80.000 won A 72-3 Anguk-Dong, Jongno-gu
® 02-736-8304 6 www.anguk-house.com/
lodging.htm

® Bukchon 72 Guest House

Experience the unique feel of a totally
remodeled Korean traditional-style house at
reasonable rates. Featuring Korean
environmentally-friendly yellow earth walls
and ondol (under-floor) heating, this guest
house is located in a key cultural
neighborhood and prides itself on its
friendly staff. A great place to stay for a
Korean sojourn with some character.

n 40,000 (single)-90,000 won (triple) A 72
Gye-dong, Jongno-gu ® 010-6711-6717

8 www.bukchon72.com

® Rak-Ko-Jae Meticulously
renovated by a Korean master carpenter

according to traditional principles, Rak-Ko-
Jae is not simply atraditional guesthouse.
It's a cultural space where guests can
experience the elegance of Korean
traditional food, music, dance, art, poetry
and the dignity of past scholars—as well as

Hanok Guesthouse

@&  Guesthouse or Hostels


http://twc
http://www.koreanahotel.com
http://www.bestwesternnewseoul.co.kr
http://www.holiday.co.kr/eng/index.htm
http://www.anguk-house.com/
http://www.bukchon72.com
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Somerset Palace. Seoi

lodging. The ultimate cultural guesthouse
experience within Seoul. J1 180,000-
450.000 won A 98 Gye-dong, Jongno-gu
(£) 02-742-3410 / 010-8555-1407 (En)

6 www.rkj.co.kr

O Seoul Guesthouse
Traditional Korean guesthouse located in a

historic, protected neighborhood between
two palaces. Within 15 minutes walk of Insa-
dong. A chance to stay in an atmospheric
area at reasonable prices, di 40,000-
220.000 won A 135-1 Gye-dong, Jongno-gu
© 02-745-0057 6 www.seoull10.com

O Sophia Guest House »HIOMIAES” A
A rare surviving example of a detached royal
palace, Sophia Guest House makes use of
buildings dating back more than 150 years.
Staying here is a wonderful opportunity to
experience the sense oftime and Korean
aesthetics offered by such traditional hanok
architecture. Lying in the beautiful and
tranquil cultural quarter of Bukchon, the
guest house offers both a relaxing
atmosphere and easy access to some of
Seoul’'s most attractive tourist spots.
Suitable for both tourists and business
travelers. A~ 35,000- 70,000 won A 157-1
Sogyeok-dong, Jongno-gu © 02-720-5467
6 www.sophiagh.com

O Tea Guest House H >il4xE6t°A Buijlt
carefully over a long period by skilled
carpenters, Tea Guest House is another
traditional-style establishment, opened in
2006. All rooms are in buildings made from
old pine, bamboo and loess, which, together
with the ondol heating system in winter,
make for a healthy and relaxing night’s
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Fhe Shilla Seoul Park Hyatt Hotel

sleep. The guest house also boasts an
attractive Korean-style courtyard and
garden, and guests can sample the delights
of Korean tea. This guest house is also
situated in the attractive Bukchon cultural
quarter, ¢ 60,000 (single)-160,000 won
(special room) A 15-6 Gye-dong, Jongno-gu
© 02-3675-9877 6 www.teaguesthouse.com

O Yim’s House

Another reasonably-priced hotel very close
to Changdeokgung Palace, Jongmyo Shrine
and Insa-dong. * 35,000-45,000 won A 33
Waryong-dong, Jongno-gu © 02-747-3332

6 www.seoulbusinesshotel.com

O Holiday in Korea Hostel 3apopa
flots v. Located just ateapot’s throw from

Insa-dong, it offers easy walking access to
the best of Seoul’s old palaces and
traditional neighborhoods, ¢ 17,000-
44,000 won A 53 lkseon-dong, Jongno-gu
© 02-3672-3113 6 www.holidayinkorea.com

O Banana Backpackers
Formerly named Seoul Backpackers, this

Insa-dong establishment has now been
colorfully rebranded and named after a
popular yellow fruit. A good range of
facilities includes free laundry, free luggage
storage, free (wireless) Internet access and
more (see website), ¢ 20,000 (dorm bed,
off-peak)-65,000 won (family room, off-peak)
A 30-1 Ikseon-dong, Jongno-gu © 02-3672-
1973 6 www.bananabackpackers.com

O Beewon Guest House
Located next to Changdeokgung Palace.

Facilities include dormitory rooms, private
rooms, a family room, an ondol/ room with a
heated floor, a kitchen, computers with


http://www.rkj.co.kr
http://www.seoull10.com
http://www.sophiagh.com
http://www.teaguesthouse.com
http://www.seoulbusinesshotel.com
http://www.holidayinkorea.com
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Internet and a washing machine, di 19,000
(dorm)-65,000 won (room for three) A 28-2
Unni-dong Jongno-gu ® 02-765-0670

6 www.beewonguesthouse.com/en/

O Guesthouse Korea *i*si*Aaaiof
Boasts atypical full portfolio of guest house
facilities, as well as employing young Korean
volunteers who enjoy sharing Korean culture
and society with guests, ¢ 18,000 (dorm)-
40.000 won (double) a 155-1, Gwonnong-
dong, Jongno-gu © 02-3675-2205 6 www.
guesthouseinkorea.com

Q Hostel Korea $ ~ 2B |0|

This guest house's proximity to the huge
shopping area in Dongdaemun means it is
ideal for those whose number one priority in
Seoul is picking up bargain clothes and shoes.

¢ 25,000 (dorm)-65,000 won (triple ensuite)
A 178-65 Sungin-dong. Jongno-gu
© 02-762-7406 6 www.hostelkorea.com

O Fraser Suites Serviced
Residences x3mxuw ruyo” The first choice
for expats with large budgets, these fully-
serviced luxury apartments are ideally
located in Insa-dong. Suitable for both
temporary and long-term stays, ¢p 300,000~
800.000 won a 272 Nagwon-dong, Jongno-
gu © 02-6262-8282 6 httpV/seoul.
frasershospitality.com/

O Somerset Palace, Seoul
The other luxury-serviced residence suite

near Insa-dong, offering a similarly rounded
portfolio of services and facilities at similar
prices. Mid- to long-term stays are also the
norm here. » 140,000- 260,000 won a 85
Susong-dong, Jongno-gu © 02-6730-8888
6 www.somersetpalaceseoul.com

MYEONG-DONG AREA

¢ Lotte Hotel Seoul One of the
five branches of Lotte Hotel throughout
Korea, this super-deluxe hotel hosts major
international events. Renowned for its top-
notch duty free shop, ¢ 350,000-
12,000,000 won A 1 Sogong-dong, Jung-gu
© 02-771-1000 6 www.lottehotel.com

Ui Millennium Seoul Hilton Hotel
MS-MSvis Located at the foot of Mt.

Namsan, offering splendid views of this
island of green in central Seoul, ¢ 230,000-
360,000 won A 395 Namdaemunno 5(o)-ga
© 02-753-7788 6 www.hilton.co.kr

a Astoria Hotel oiaebioisi!
Chungmuro’s Astoria Hotel opened in 1959,
making it one of Seoul’s oldest hotels. Its
distinctive NewYork-style Italian restaurant,
Bella Coolla 63, is a great place to enjoy
genuine Western food, while the Astoria’s
location makes it a good base for shopping
and enjoying the bustling heart of Seoul.
Staffat the front desk speak English and
Japanese. * 90,000- 144,000 won A 13-2
Namhak-dong, Jung-gu © 02-2268-7111

O Myeong-dong Guest House

R A guest house boasting the usual
convenient points associated with a
Myeong-dong location, this establishment
claims to offer clean and modern facilities
and cheaper prices than anywhere else in
the area, ¢ 35,000- 45,000 won A 17
Namsan-dong 3-ga Jung-gu © 02-755-5437
6 www.mdguesthouse.com

O Namsan Guest House

Located on Mt. Namsan, where you can
breathe the fresh air and take in the hill’s
famous sites, ¢ 110,000 won (room for six)
A 50-1 Namsan-dong 2-ga, Jung-gu

© 02-752-6363 6 www.namsanguesthouse.com

¢ Seoul Backpackers a
newly-opened hostel located conveniently

close to Seoul Station and Namdaemun
Market—an area with few hostels.

¢ 45,000- 60,000 won A 205-125
Namchang-Dong, Jung-gu © 02-3672-1972
6 www.seoulbackpackers.com

DONGDAEMUN AREA

¢ The Shilla Seoul Listed
among the top hotels in the world, the Shilla

is a good place to head if you want
no-expenses-spared comfort and refined
cultural performances, ¢ 230,000-
7,200,000 won A 202 Jangchung-dong 2


http://www.beewonguesthouse.com/en/
http://www.hostelkorea.com
http://www.somersetpalaceseoul.com
http://www.lottehotel.com
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ga. Jung-gu® 02-2233-3131 6 www.shilla.
net/en/seoul

¢ Grand Ambassador Seoul

Boasts a full hand of services and
facilities following a recent 50-year
anniversary renovation, di 167.000-413,000
won a 186-54 Jangchung-dong 2(i)-ga,
Jung-gu ® 02-2275-1101-9 6 https:/grand.
ambatel.com

O Dongdaemun Hotel §:A5 AC0zZy
yet practical and elegant second-class hotel.
S 70,000 won (single), 80,000 won (double)
a 444-14 Changshin-dong, Jongno-gu

© 02-741-7811

j} Windroad Guesthouse

-r—The guesthouse for theater-loving
backpackers, Windroad is just one block from
the gates of Sungkyunkwan University and
close to culturally vibrant quarter of
Daehangno. ¢ 11,000 (dorm)-60,000 won
(room for four) A 85-5 Myeongnyun-dong
3-ga, Jongno-gu © 02-6407-2013 6 www.
backpackerkorea.net

Q Travelers A Hostel xr«r|[Aouo|£n«
This hostel is within easy reach of all
locations in the Dongdaemun area and offers
pleasant walks along the stream in either
direction, ¢ 40,000- 100,000 won A 106-2
Jugyo-dong, Jung-gu © 02-2285-5511,
2265-2156 6 www.travelersa.com

O Young Home Guest House &
Home Stay 3£ *1AE8W?A Thjs hoste, js

very close to Korea University, one of Korea’s
leading higher education institutions.

¢ 900,000 won (one month) A 122-513
Jegi-dong, Dongdaemun-gu © 02-927-5546

Hamilton Hotel

Grand Hilton Seoul
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SEOPAEMUN AREA

@® Grand Hilton Seoul
Seoul’s closest Super Deluxe Hotel to

Incheon International Airport. Located
outside the city center by a mountain
offering fresher air, and connected to
downtown areas by a shuttle bus service.

& 300,000- 3,000,000 won A 201-1
Hongeun-dong, Seodaemun-gu © 02-3216-
5656 6 www.grandhiltonseoul.com

O Carpe Diem This
is a guest house for women only. Its location

is ideal for those who want to enjoy the
fashionable Hongdae (Hongik University)
area, ¢ 20,000 won (all dorm beds) A 26
Hansolgil, Mapo-gu © 02-6497-6648 6 www.
carpediemkorea.com

O Kims* Guest House
This hostel is located near the Hangang

River, as well as being just one subway stop
away from the nightlife of Hongdae.

@® 18,000- 80,000 won A 443-16 Hapjeong-
dong, Mapo-gu © 02-337-9894 6 www.
kimsguesthouse.com

O Stay Korea Hostel AHIOBBAO&AL
Conveniently situated near the university
areas of Hongdae and Sinchon, this hostel is
run by a young couple that speaks French,
English and Japanese. Free facilities include
bicycles, 19,000 (dorm bed)-e0,000 won
(four-person room) A 566-4 Yeonnam-dong,
Mapo-gu © 02-336-9026 6 www.staykorea.
co.kr

Ulji-ro CO-OP Residence


http://www.shilla
https://grand
http://www.travelersa.com
http://www.grandhiltonseoul.com
http://www.staykorea
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YONGSAN AREA

(3 Hotel Capital Located inthe
Itaewon area, this hotel is in a practical
location for those needing access to both
the north and south of the Hangang River,
tji 180,000- 500,000 won A 22-76 Itaewon-
dong, Yongsan-gu ® 02-6399-2000 6 www.
hotelcapital.co.kr

O Hamilton Hotel Plant
yourself in the middle of pulsing Itaewon for

the most cosmopolitan atmosphere
available in Korea, ¢p 90,000- 213,000 won
ft 119-25 Itaewon-dong, Yongsan-gu

© 02-794-0171 6 www.hamilton.co.kr

GANGNAM AREA

¢ COEX InterContinental Hotel
QJEiTiyv -'SLi situated within the Korea

World Trade Center complex, it offers great
access to the various conference centers and
exhibition halls nearby. *1310,000-
2,800,000 won A 524 Bongeunsaro,
Gangnam-gu © 02-3452-2500 6 www.seoul.
intercontinental.com

O Grand InterContinental Seoul
HojEiyE|ti!|LMS Conveniently located near

COEX and the Korea City Air Terminal, where
luggage can be checked in before taking a
limousine bus out to Incheon International
Airport, ¢p 260,000- 3.340,000 won A 521
Teheran-ro, Gangnam-gu © 02-555-5656

6 www.seoul.intercontinental.com/

<3 Imperial Palace Hotel ynMY3BYas
A Aims to provide a unique European
ambiance and artistic interior at the heart of
Gangnam. It is also home to Imperial Palace
Medical Square, with a skincare clinic and
dentistry that lets guests go home rested and
healthier, o 300,000-4 ,000,000 won

a 313 Eunju-ro, Nonhyeon-dong, Gangnam-gu
© 02-3440-8000 6 www.imperialpalace.co.kr

¢ JW Marriot Seoul JwpHa|<HMSIBA»
Famed for being home to Asia’s biggest spa and

fitness club, the hotel is well furnished with
Japanese, Chinese, buffet, and grill restaurants

The Ritz-Carlton, Seoul Hotel

to restore the calories you burn off there.

¢ 328,000- 3,600,000 won A 19-3 Banpo-
dong, Seocho-gu © 02-6282-6262 6 www.
jw-marriott.co.kr

¢ Park Hyatt Seoul —'§
Regular deluxe rooms are spacious, boasting

natural rock bathroom walls. The 24th-floor
lobby offers breathtaking views of Seoul,

¢ 280,000- 545,000 won A 995-14 Daechi
3(sam)-dong, Gangnam-gu © 02-2016-1234
6 http://seoul.park.hyatt.com

® Lotte Hotel World LAn
Located slightly outside the center of Seoul,
Lotte Hotel World is adjacent to the huge
indoor theme park of Lotte World.

¢ 310,000-2,000,000 won A 40-1 Jamsil-
dong, Songpa-gu © 02-419-7000 6 www.
lottehotelworld.com

¢ The Ritz-Carlton, Seoul
A chance to enjoy marble baths and Frette

cotton linens from lItaly. 210,000~
4,000,000 won A 602 Yeoksam-dong,
Gangnam-gu © 02-3451-8000 6 www.
ritzcarltonseoul.com

¢ Novotel Ambassador Doksan,
Seoul hUVHSStiHA G Describing itself as
a business hotel, this place has the usual
business facilities plus banquet halls, a
wedding hall and three meeting rooms.

¢ Available on request; varies according to
date and nationality A 1030-1 Doksan 4(sa)-
dong, Geumcheon-gu © 02-838-1101

6 www.ambatel.com/doksan


http://www.hamilton.co.kr
http://www.seoul
http://www.seoul.intercontinental.com/
http://www.imperialpalace.co.kr
http://seoul.park.hyatt.com
http://www.ambatel.com/doksan

¢ Renaissance Seoul Hotel

S$E" Selected by English language daily The
Korean Times as Korea’s best city hotel in
2000 and best food service in 2001. It is
located in Gangnam and includes no less
than 10 eating and drinking establishments.

sS 312,000- 4,700,000 won A 676 Yeoksam-
dong, Gangnam-gu ® 02-555-0501, 556-0601
6 www.renaissanceseoul.com

¢ Seoul Palace Hotel a
hotel that prides itself on offering

“personalized” service to suit every guest.
Its arcade includes an art gallery, a skin
management and a foot health center.

iS 140,000- 330,000 won A 63-1 Banpo-
dong, Seocho-gu <©02-532-5000 6 www.
seoulpalace.co.kr

O Oakwood Premier COEX Center
sa’BSEioioi S9|A-SEi Another set of
serviced residences offering accommodation
for periods from one night to several years.
Provides a shuttle bus service to key
shopping and business locations. Situated
near the COEX and World Trade Center
complex. » 255,300 won-A 159
Samseong-dong, Gangnam-gu <€>02-3466-
7000 S 02-3466-7700 6 www.
oakwoodpremier.co.kr

O Seoul Residence 4'éB3[ This
hotel in the Gangnam area is ideally located
for access to the COEX complex, the City Air
Terminal, Bongeun-sa Temple, LG Arts Center
and much more. Stays of just one or two
nights are possible, but several weeks or
months is the norm. Accordingly, each room
is equipped with laundry and cooking
facilities. * 110,000-150,000 won (per day),
3,600,000-4,200,000 (per month) A 708-16
Yeoksam-dong, Gangnam-gu ® 02-6202-
31006 www.seoulresidence.co.kr

HANGANG RIVERSIDE & NEAR

INCHEON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
¢ Hyatt Regency Incheon srefsaj*oxi
This the only super-deluxe hotel in the
immediate vicinity of Incheon Airport and is
a nice place to eat Sunday brunch.
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5 Available upon request; depends on date
of stay A 2850-1 Unseo-dong, Jung-gu,
Incheon Hyatt ® 032-745-1234 6 http://
hyattregencyincheon.com

¢ Sheraton Grande Walkerhill 12®
m Offering outstanding views of Mt.
Achasan and the Hangang River. First
established in 1963, after which continuous
renovation has created a truly classy hotel.
¢ from 200,000 won A 21 Gwangjang-
dong, Gwangjin-gu ® 02-455-5000 6 www.
sheratonwalkerhill.co.kr

¢ W Seoul -Walkerhill
Only 15 minutes from the financial heart of

Seoul, the W is nonetheless situated in 180
acres of parkland on a mountain overlooking
the Hangang River. Its super-elegant design
puts it head and shoulders above many
other Seoul hotels and makes it
unquestionably the place to stay for
aesthetes, di 375,000- 5,850,000 won A 21
Gwangjang-dong, Gwangjin-gu ® 02-465-
2222 6 www.wseoul.com

¢ Best Western Premier Incheon
Airport Ax3pAEwWrioks aaoyHnBa*

Located close to Incheon International
Airport, making it ideal for business
travellers. & 120,000- 300,000 won

A 2850-4 Unseo-dong, Jung-gu, Incheon
® 032-743-1000 6 www.airporthotel.co.kr

@& Hotel Dongseoul AS§: This is a
hotel where the customer becomes aVIP as

soon as he or she steps into the lobby,

di 100,000- 180,000 won A 595 Guui-dong,
Gwangjin-gu ® 02-455-1100 (#0) 6 www.
idshotel.co.kr

¢ Yoido Hotel Located in
Yeongdeungpo, an industrial area just on the

south side of the Hangang River, this city-run
hostel provides clean rooms, di 115,000-
200,000 won A 10-3 Yeouido-dong.
Yeongdeungpo-gu ® 02-782-0121-9

6 www.yoidohotel.co.kr


http://www.renaissanceseoul.com
http://www.seoulresidence.co.kr
http://www.wseoul.com
http://www.airporthotel.co.kr
http://www.yoidohotel.co.kr




INCHEON
& GYEONGGI-DO

HIGHLIGHTS

« Explore the historic port of Incheon, a charming mix of
colonial architecture, exotic tastes and home to Korea’s
largest Chinatown. Songdo New City, meanwhile, offers a
glimpse at Korea’s ambitious, high-tech future

« Escape to the West Coast island of Ganghwado with its
beautiful Buddhist temples, historic fortresses and great
seafood

« Experience Cold War history at Panmunjeom and explore
less touristed regions ofthe Demilitarized Zone (DMZ),
the ironically named border between North and South
Korea

* Walk along the 18th century city walls of Suwon, a
masterpiece of engineering and design, and the epitome
of the Korean renaissance

« Take the kiddies to Everland, Korea’s answer to
Disneyworld and one of the most populartheme parks in
the world

« Stroll amidst the royaltombs of the Joseon Dynasty,
beautiful examples of Korean traditional landscaping
recently registered with UNESCO
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FORTRESS

THE CAPITAL REGION

Encircling the city of Seoul, the province of Gyeonggi-do is
essentially Seoul’s backyard. For the last six centuries, its
history has been intimately tied with that of Seoul; in fact, its
name literally translates as “ Province Near the Capital.”
Gyeonggi-do forms with Seoul the economic, political, social
and cultural heart of Korea. Combined, the Seoul-Gyeonggi-do-
Incheon area accounts for nearly 50% of Korea’s population.

There’s plenty to see in the province, almost all of it within an
easy day trip’s distance from Seoul. This includes the beautiful
scenery of the West Sea coast, the historic fortress town of
Suwon, and the exotic sites, sounds and tastes of Incheon.
Along the northern frontier ofthe province, which forms the
border with North Korea, the DMZ and the truce village of

Panmunjeom are tangible evidence of Korea’s painful recent past.

Tri-Bowl. Songdo New City. Incheon
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INCHEON A

Perhaps best known for the dramatic Korean War battle that bears its name,
Incheon has served as the world’s gateway to Korea for more than a century. Even
today, it is Korea’s primary port of entry, with more than 20,000 travelers passing
in and out of Incheon International Airport every day. In the era of steam and sail,
the city’s old town—then known as Jemulpo (or Chemulpo)—played host to a
heady mix of races, cultures, religions and languages as the adventurous,
ambitious, desperate and devout arrived on Korean shores in search of fortunes
and souls. This heritage of cultural exchange has left an indelible imprint on the
city. Stroll about Incheon’s old town and you’ll come across Chinese townhouses,
Japanese banks, colonial-style saloons and Christian churches, all embraced in a
Korean setting.

Incheon isn’t just old colonial buildings, however. Just across the landmark
Incheon Bridge from Incheon International Airport rises the impressive skyline of
Songdo New City, a glittering monument—albeit one still very much under
construction—to Korea’s high-tech future.

Historv  For mucFl °*:~ e 19t* century, Korea did its best to earn its nickname, as

the “Hermit Kingdom.” Contact with the outside world was limited, and
not without reason—the Koreans had witnessed the humiliation of China by the imperial
West during the Opium Wars. Punitive raids on Korea by the French (1866) and
Americans (1871) didn’t endear Koreans to outsiders, either. In 1876, however, japan,
having learned the lessons of the Perry Expedition, used some gunboat diplomacy of its
own to finally open Korea to foreign trade. The Treaty of Ganghwa opened three ports to
Japanese trade—Incheon, Busan and Wonsan. Similar treaties with Western powers,
including the United States (1882), soon followed.

The closest port to the royal capital of Seoul, Incheon—then known as Chemulpo—
became Korea’s premier “open port." Into what was little more than a fishing village
poured sailors, adventurers, diplomats, missionaries, traders and rogues from faraway
lands. Thatched roof huts were replaced by exotic European-style architecture. Life in
Incheon differed little from life in China’s treaty ports—the Japanese, Chinese and a
collection of Western nations set up their own concession areas, complete with foreign
consulates, where expatriates spoke their own languages, built homes in their own
national styles, and followed their own laws. To accommodate the newly arrived
foreigners, a Japanese businessman opened Korea'’s first Western-style hotel in 1888. On
the hill overlooking the port, the foreigners built Korea’s first Western-style park (a full
nine years before Seoul) and even established a colonial-style club house. Anglican
missionaries also opened Korea'’s first Western-style hospital. Incheon’s foreign
settlements were abolished in 1914, after Japan had colonized Korea. The imprint the
settlements left on the face of Incheon, however, remains to this day.



lavm it

with a population of more than 2.5 million people, Incheon is a pretty big

Y place, with urban sprawl stretching almost as far east as Seoul. Also
included in Incheon’s municipal borders are Ganghwado Island and a number of other

smaller island groups.

Fortunately, most of what you’ll want to see (with the exception of Songdo) is within
walking distance of Incheon Station. Chinatown is located just across from Incheon

Station, in fact, and most of the historic downtown can be explored as a walking tour

from the station. The resort area of Wolmido, too, can be reached on foot from Incheon

Station, but you may find it easier to take the short bus ride there. Songdo, meanwhile,
is virtually its own city, built on reclaimed land southwest of downtown Incheon. To get

here, you'll need to take a bus, taxi or the subway.

Speaking of subway, Incheon is both attached to Seoul’s subway system (specifically.

Line 1) and has its own subway line. Seoul Subway Line 1which ends at Incheon Station

runs largely east-west, while Incheon Subway’s single line runs largely north-south,

with its southern terminus in Songdo.

Historic Downtown

Chinatown *K>MEg”*

Korea’s oldest and largest Chinatown was
born in 1884, when immigrants from
China’s Shandong Province settled down in
Incheon as traders, importing sundries, salts
and cereals and exporting alluvial gold. At
one time the abode of some 100,000

Chinese, Chinatown was abraded by

history—only 500 Chinese reside here
today. Still, it is a colorful place that has
undergone a renewal in recent years and is
home to Korea’s best Chinese food, Chinese
shops, Chinese townhouses and a
wonderfully exotic atmosphere found
nowhere else in Korea.

® Incheon is the last stop of Seoul Subway Line
1.The entrance to Chinatown is just across the
street from Incheon Station. This is where you
should begin your walk. 6 www.ichinatown.or.kr


http://www.ichinatown.or.kr

o Pailou Gate *K>ITOSm Chinatown's entrance is marked by a Chinese traditional pailou gate.

Q Gonghwachun S$Is Opened in 1905, this former Chinese restaurant-turned-museum was where
the popular Sino-Korean dish jjajangmyeon was born. O Chinese School suagtigsti- The Chinese
School is the site of the old Qing consulate, part of which still remains on campus. Q Chinese Row

Houses in Seollin-dong use

this one from the 1930s. Q Uiseondang Temple

You still find many traditional Chinese row houses, including

Founded by Chinese immigrants in 1893, this

temple mixes Buddhist and Taoist styles. It also served as a martial arts training center.

TRY KOREAN CHINESE FoOD!

Sampling Chinatown’s outstanding Chinese
cuisine is a highlight to any trip to Incheon.
Incheon’s Chinatown is, in fact, the
birthplace of one of Korea’s favorite dishes,
Jjajangmyeon. Popular Korean Chinese
dishes include:

* Jjajangmyeon Based on the
northern Chinese dish zhajiangmian, this
sweet dish of noodles in black bean sauce
was a favorite dish during Korea’s
development years in the '60s, '70s and
'80s. Even today, it is probably the single
most popular takeout food in the country.
Variations include ganjjajang £MS(served
with sauce minus the starch) and samseon
Jjajang (served with seafood).

* Jlamppong Originally a specialty of
Nagasaki’s Chinatown, the Korean version
consists of noodles in a spicy seafood
soup.

« Tangsuyuk Sweet and sour pork.
Often consumed with a side of
Jjajangmyeon.

* Mandu Pork dumplings, served either
fried (gunmandu 5Ne ) Or boiled
{mulmandu SNe).

Another thing to try in Incheon is
onggibyeong 17 ,adish of Chinese
dumplings baked along the walls of large
clay jars. There are a couple of places
selling Chinese-style mooncakes as well.

There are tons of outstanding and

venerable eateries for you to try, including:

* Hyangmanseong (032-766-2916):
This 8o-year-otd restaurant serves all
your Chinese favorites. Highly
recommended.

e Pungmi  1(032-772-2680): Another
venerable restaurant that has been doing
Chinese food right for 30 years.
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CHINESE-KOREANS: HWAGYO

Overseas Chinese, or hwagyo as they are called in Korea, are Korea’s largest ethnic
minority. Chinese immigration to Korea began in earnest from 1882, when Chinese
traders, merchants and laborers were first allowed to settle in Korea. The Chinese
population increased quickly—by 1890, there were about 1,000 Chinese in Incheon
alone, where they had carved out their own settlement. In the Joseon Dynasty, Korea’s
highly Confucian society held merchants in contempt; the Chinese, on the other hand,
held no such qualms about commerce, and
flourished as a result. AlImost every Korean city
had a hwagyo community, which typically ran
silk and clothing shops, general stores, barber
shops and restaurants. By 1946, hwagyo
accounted for 82% of Korea’s total trade
earnings.
The Chinese Revolution and the Korean War hit
the hwagyo community hard, however. Official
discrimination, especially under the Park Chung-
hee administration, made life intolerable for
many hwagyo, who fled in droves to the United
States and other destinations abroad. By the
1990s, just 22,842 remained in Korea. Almost all
operated Chinese restaurants, virtually the only
job available to them.
The establishment of diplomatic ties between
Korea and the People’s Republic of China,
economic globalization, the lifting of
discriminatory laws and a new wave of Chinese
immigration has breathed new life into the
hwagyo community. It’s difficult to determine
how large the community is now—according to
official statistics, there were 696,861 Chinese
nationals in Korea as of 2011, but most (488,100)
are actually ethnic Koreans from northern China.
Ethnic Chinese residents of Korea totaled 21,978.
Hwagyo often come from families who have Hwagyo, Korea's largest ethnic minority
lived in Korea for generations, but many still
retain Chinese citizenship, typically that of the Republic of China (a.k.a. Taiwan). To
preserve Chinese culture and language, they frequently send their children to special
schools for hwagyo, which teach the same curriculum as Taiwanese public schools.



Old Japanese Concession

The Treaty of Ganghwa of 1876 opened up
the port of Incheon to international trade.
Possessing imperial ambitions regarding
Korea, the Japanese were quick to move in.
The old Japanese concession, spread over
several blocks in front of today’s Jung-gu
Office and separated from Chinatown by a
landmark flight of stone steps, has a

0 Jung-gu District Office
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distinctively colonial feel with planned grid-
like streets, stately Renaissance-style offices,
Japanese-style residences and old brick
warehouses. The Incheon Open Port
Modern Architecture Museum (formerly the
Japanese Juhachi Bank) is a good place to
learn about the beauty and history of old

Incheon.

Built in 1933, this was originally the Japanese consulate, and later

Incheon City Hall, f1 Incheon Open Port Modern Architecture Museum Y3'LWlWam asflxe
Formerly a branch of Nagasaki's 18th Bank, this building, completed in 1890, is now a museum
dedicated to Incheon’s historic architecture. 0 Incheon Open Port Museum The
Renaissance-style former Incheon branch of Japan’s Dai-ichi Bank, built in 1898, is now a museum to

the Open Port era. O Former 58th Bank Y a

recognized by its French mansard roof. Wl Hongnyemun Tunnel

' Built in 1939, this colonial bank is easily
Dug by the Japanese in

1905, this stately stone tunnel connected the old port with the interior. Ll Former Incheon Post
Office AW r"15 Constructed in 1924, the old post office displays a mix of Western styles, typical of

Japanese colonial architecture.
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Western Concessions

Unlike Korea’s other so-called “open ports"
which were inhabited almost exclusively by
Japanese, Incheon was home to a significant
Western community of missionaries and
traders. Today, their legacy can be seen in
Freedom Park (originally named All
Nations’ Park), a Russian-designed park
that, in addition to being Korea’s first

EEChemquo Club

watering hole for Incheon's foreign community. LW Freedom Park’

modern park, is also home to the city’s
landmark statue of Korean War hero
General Douglas MacArthur. It can also be
seen in the old Chemulpo Club, a recently
restored colonial-style watering hole that
now serves as a museum, and the beautiful
Nae-dong Anglican Church and Dap-dong
Catholic Cathedral.

Open in 1901, this Russian-designed landmark was a colonial-style

Overlooking the waterfront,

Korea's first Western-style park opened in 1888. Ll Nae-dong Anglican Church - it
Founded by a British navy chaplain in 1891, this church was also the site of Korea’s first Western-style

hospital. [B Dap-dongCatholic Cathedral
missionaries in 1897. EE Incheon Art Platform

This grand cathedral was built by French
oy o A collection of old colonial-era brick

warehouses and offices has been brilliantly re-utilized as an arts and culture space.



Wolmido Island | DIf
& Harbor Cruises
Wolmido is translated as “Moon Tail
Island,” and at one time—until recently, in
fact—it was an island that resembled the
tail of a crescent moon. In the first half of
the 20th century, Japanese colonists built a
causeway and turned the island into a
popular resort area, complete with hotels
and seawater baths. Overlooking Incheon
Harbor, the hilly island was also militarily
strategic. During the Korean War, the
North Koreans fortified the island, and the
Americans made it their first objective
during the brilliant Incheon Landing.
Unfortunately, the naval bombardment that
preceded the landing leveled most of the
island, including the historic resort.
Post-war industrial development and

land reclamation have integrated Wolmido
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into the mainland, so it is no longer an
island, but still a popular weekend
destination with a boardwalk lined with
restaurants (mostly raw fish) and a small
amusement park. The hill is now a park,
with walking paths, gardens and an
observation tower with great views of
Incheon Harbor.

You can also catch ferry cruises of
Incheon Harbor from Wolmido, too. The
cruises, which take you from Wolmido past
Yeongjongdo (home of Incheon
International Airport) and Incheon Bridge
before returning to Wolmido, leave at
noon, 2 pm, 4 pm and 6 pm. Cruises take
an hour, 30 minutes, and cost 15,000 won
per person.

§] From Incheon Station, take Bus No. 2, 23 or
45 and get off at the last stop, Wolmido.
Likewise, you could just take a cab from the
station—it's just a 5 minute ride.

Amusement park, Wolmido
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Songdo District

Songdo New City Y£
Scheduled for completion in 2015, Songdo
International Business District (IBD)

— formerly Songdo New City—is
very much a work in progress. But that
doesn’t mean it’s not worth exploring.

To walk around Songdo is to experience
Korea’s high-tech, design-centric future.
Even in its incomplete state, it already has
one of Korea’s most impressive skylines,
punctuated by the nearly finished 68-story
Northeast Asia Trade Tower (NEATT)
Eylo|cEty—one O0f Korea’s tallest
buildings—and views of the landmark
Incheon Bridge “'SflUua, Unlike the hyper-
chaos of Korea’s other major cities, cobbled
together over centuries of growth, Songdo
is an ambitious exercise in 21st century
urban planning, a completely new city built
upon land reclaimed from the sea, blessed
with wide boulevards, pleasant parks and

inspired architecture.

W ithin easy subway reach from Seoul,
Songdo makes for a convenient weekend
day trip even if, admittedly, the place can
sometimes look like a ghost town due to
the ongoing construction.

@Central Park Station, Incheon Subway Line 1.
Tri-Bowl is located at one of the exits.

Songdo Future Road

Rural towns have trekking paths that bring
you closer to nature. Songdo has the
Songdo Mirae-gil £eo|Y® or “Songdo
Future Road,” a trekking course that takes
you into the future of 21st century
urbanism.

Pop out of University of Incheon Station,
Incheon Subway Line 1, and you’ll find
yourself at the appropriately named
Tomorrow City ®as° AH, the start of the
course. Tomorrow City is a high-tech culture
and exhibit space full of gadgets, galleries
and displays presenting Songdo’s vision of a

“ubiquitous” future where IT technology is

Songdo New City and its landmark Northeast Asia Trade Tower



Incheon £1
A Passenger
Terminal

Wolmido
Airport |[sland

Palmido

omnipresent. Even if you’re not a complete
tech geek, you'll find it fascinating.

From Tomorrow City, head to Central
Park and walk along the beautiful salt-
water canal that flows through the park.
Like the more famous park of the same
name in New York, Central Park is
surrounded by high rise buildings, although
none as magnificent as the Northeast Asia
Trade Tower (304 m). Nearly complete, its
65th floor observation deck promises to
provide stunning views when it opens.

As you approach the end of the canal,
you’ll come to Compact Smart City 3L1 *o|
- X|E|, another impressively designed exhibit
space showing off the city’s high-tech
future. Just beyond it is the Tri-Bowl
a landmark sculpture/exhibition space
designed by US-based architect Yoo Kerl.
As its name would suggest, it is composed
of three connected bowls and is truly a
sight to behold, especially at night when it
is lit up and resembles a landing spaceship.

At the west boathouse (near the end of the
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canal), cross the bridge and follow the path
to Incheon Bridge viewpoint. Composed of
shipping containers, a symbol of Incheon’s
role as a logistical hub, the viewpoint

CENTRAL PARK CRUISE

If you've got time to spare, take a
cruise on the canal in Central Park.
Boats depart from the East Boathouse
on the hour from 1o am to 6 pm
(except noon), with additional trips at
night from July to August. Fare: 4,000
won.



Tri-Bowl, typical Songdo New City's futuristic architecture

provides wonderful views of the surrounding
mudflats (depending on the tide) and the
Incheon Bridge, a 12.5 km colossus spanning
the approach to Incheon Harbor. The sunsets
here can be inspiring and the bridge, lit up at
night, is particulary stunning.

Once you’ve seen the bridge, head back
up the canal (only on the other side) and
follow the path to the so-called Canal Walk

a European-esque shopping

complex named for the artificial waterway

a3

W HAT TO EAT

For a romantic evening, try the seafood
buffet. Fiesta (www.sd-fiesta.com)
on the 21st floor of Michuhol Tower

in Technopark 1 (Exit 4, Technopark
Station, Incheon Subway Line 1). At 33,000
won a person on weekdays (38,500 won on
aweekend), it’s a bit pricey, but the food’s
good, the interior is classy, and the views of
downtown Songdo and Incheon Bridge,
weather permitting, cannot be beat. Even if
you don’t see a soul in the city itself, this
place is often full so it’s best to call ahead to
reserve a table—give them aring at 032-
260-0088. Hours are 11:30 am to 10 pm,
with a 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm break on
weekdays.

that flows through it. You'll find a variety
of good restaurants in here, too. As
elsewhere in Songdo, the Canal Walk
beautifully harmonizes function and design.

It’s time to revisit Central Park again,
this time enjoying the other side of the
seawater canal. Once you’'ve reached the
end, keep going until you've reached
Songdo Convensia, a landmark convention
center that brings to mind the Sydney
Opera House.

A bit cozier but also with stellar views is
the buffet restaurant, La Stella y-®a|, On
the 19th floor of the Songdo Park Hotel

\ with views of both Central Park and
the ocean. On aweekend, lunch or dinner
costs 37,000 won per person. This place
tends to fill up, too, so make a reservation
at 032-210-7360-1. The hotel is on the
southwest side of Central Park.

While it doesn’t have the bird’s-eye
views, the restaurant/tapas bar What's
David’s? is popular for its good pasta, pizza
and steak and authentic European
atmosphere. Open till midnight, the place
is near the Korea Coast Guard
headquarters, not far from Central Park.
Call for more info at 032-833-1225.


http://www.sd-fiesta.com

Incheon Landing Operation
Memorial Hall

A little bit outside of town, not far from
Songdo New City, is Songdo Resort

an older amusement park and resort area
popular with Incheon residents. One of the
historical highlights of the area is the
imposing Incheon Landing Operation
Memorial Hall, an architectural tribute to
the Korean War battle that made Incheon
famous worldwide. Located on a hill
overlooking what was “ Blue Beach,” one of
the three
operation, the memorial/museum—built

landing zones during the
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almost entirely of concrete— features heroic
reliefs, plenty of flags, an 18 m tall
memorial tower and interesting displays of
weapons, maps, uniforms and other Korean
W ar-related items, including a whole
section dedicated to UN Supreme
Commander Douglas MacArthur. History
buffs and fans of military history won’t
want to miss it.

© 9amto 6 pm. Closed Mondays, ¢ Free

® 032-832-0915 ® The easiest way to get here
is to take a taxi from Dongmak Station, Incheon
Subway Line 1 (10 min). You could take Bus No.
6-1, 8 or 908 from Dongmak Station and get off
at Songdo Resort, from where it is another 5-10
minute walk.

Incheon Landing Operation Memorial Hall
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Incheon Bridge
The world’s seventh longest bridge at 12.3
km, Incheon Bridge is a truly awe-inspiring
sight—it’s said its imposing towers are, top-
to-bottom, as tall as Seoul’s landmark 63
Building. Its central span hangs some 74
meters above the waves, high enough to
allow the passage of the mammoth
supertankers and container ships that go to
and from the bustling port of Incheon. A
mega-project in every meaning of the term,
the behemoth cable-stayed bridge took 52
months to build at a cost of US$1.4 billion.
It was opened to traffic in October of 2009.
Assuming you don’t have a private

aircraft, there are two ways to see the

bridge properly— by driving over it or from
a boat below. Driving over the bridge can
be an exhilarating experience that provides
some jaw-dropping views, although the
lack of observation platforms or rest stops
does foreshorten the experience somewhat.
It’s also expensive: one-way toll for the
bridge is 5,500 won (11,000 round-trip).
Moreover, if you're taking a taxi from
Incheon’s Yeonan Pier (and if you
are going to/coming from Palmido, you
probably are), it's a long ride and the fare
could come to about 25,000 to 30,000 won
to Incheon International Airport, from
where you could take a bus back to Seoul.
On a positive note, even with the lack of

Top to bottom. Incheon Bridge's towers are as high as Seoul's skyscrapers.



true observation platforms, there’s a small
area where tourists—including taxis— like
to stop to take in the bridge in all its
majesty, especially around sunset.

Seeing the bridge from below might be
an even more thrilling experience. All the
boats to Palmido pass under the bridge and
this is in fact one of the highlights of the
trip. From the deck of a boat, you gain a
true appreciation for the bridge’s
mammoth, almost dizzying, scale. Even
tankers seem dwarfed by it. In the
background looms the gleaming skyline of
Songdo New City, punctuated by the nearly
completed 68-story Northeast Asia Trade

Tower.
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Palmido
The waters off Incheon are home to many
islands but few are as charming as Palmido.
Located 15.7 km south of Incheon Harbor
the small island was, for 106 years, a
sensitive military zone off-limits to civilians.
It’s still sensitive, in fact— the island’s only
residents are ROK Navy personnel
stationed there—but on Jan 1, 2009, the
government re-opened the scenic and
historic spot to tourism.

Atop the 60 m hill that is the island’s chief
topographic feature stands Palmido
Lighthouse. Actually two lighthouses: the
original from 1903 and a new, much larger
one built in 2003. A short but sturdy

Palmido Island



184 SEOUL SELECTION GUIDES: KOREA

structure with the elegant beauty so
characteristic of architecture of its period.
Old Palmido Lighthouse was designed by a
Japanese engineer in the employ of the
Korean imperial government with money
loaned from France and completed in 1903.
Korea’s first modern lighthouse, it guided
ships to and from Incheon Harbor for a

century until, in 2003, a new state-of-the-art

intelligence commando team landed on
Palmido and relaunched the lighthouse,
helping guide UN forces to the shore in the
dramatic Incheon Landing on Sept 15, 1950.

The new lighthouse, while not nearly as
historic, houses a museum dedicated to the
lighthouse’s history (replete with mock-ups
of the CIA raid and Incheon Landing!) and

a splendid observation deck from which to

lighthouse was completed right next to it. take in the surroundings.

During the Korean War, a joint CIA-military

Incheon Landing ™

If the Korean War is known for one battle, and one battle alone, it is the Incheon
Landing. The Incheon Landing was the kind of masterstroke most generals can only
dream about. In one bold, dramatic move, the bulk of the North Korean invasion
force—grappling with the UN defenders on the Nakdonggang River—was
outflanked, cut off and forced into a disorderly retreat. The battle turned the war on
its head: it was now the North Koreans who were on the run as the UN rushed up the
peninsula towards the Yalu River to reunite Korea under South Korean rule.

It is a miracle the battle was even launched. Lacking landing beaches, approached
by narrow, shallow, and easily mined waterways guarded by prominent hills, cursed
with dangerously quick tides, having a small anchorage surrounded by high seawalls
and, worst of all, home to the world's most dramatic tides that could turn much of
the landing area into huge mudflats, Incheon was regarded as a terrible place to
attempt a landing. UN Commander Gen. MacArthur, however, was convinced a
landing at Incheon would work. To a delegation of skeptical high-ranking military
leaders, he declared, “We shall land at Incheon, and | shall crush them.”

Preceded by naval and aerial bombardment and guerrilla operations, the Incheon
Landing got underway in the early morning hours of Sept 15,1950, the invasion
armada guided by the lighthouse on Palmido. The North Koreans—possibly
expecting a landing elsewhere—were caught completely unprepared. US Marines
landed on Wolmido at 6:30 am. By 8 am, they had captured the strategic island. A
little after 5:30 pm, the rest of the invasion force began landing elsewhere in the city,
using ladders to scale the difficult seawalls. After the first day, some 13,000 Marines
were on the ground. By morning the next day, UN troops had established a line
around Incheon, cutting off the routes of escape for any North Koreans left in the city.

From its beachhead at Incheon, the UN invasion force moved to capture the vital
Gimpo Airfield and, ultimately, the South Korean capital of Seoul. As supplies and
reinforcements poured in through Incheon, the Marines advanced eastward. By the
morning of Sept 18, Gimpo Airfield was in the hands of the Marines. The liberation of
Seoul, however, would require another week of bitter, house-to-house fighting
through the fortified city.
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1. Old and new lighthouses of Palmido 2. People disembarking from a ferry
3. Mock-up of capture of Palmido in the Korean War

Palmido has no restaurants or even coffee machines. So be sure to bring a roll ofgimbap or
hot thermos in the winter—it can be quite cold and windy here. Snacks and drinks can be
purchased on the boat. The boat also serves up plates of sliced, raw flounder for 15,000 won.
By Yeonan Pier—well, all over Incheon, really—you’ll find many seafood restaurants (the
nearby Incheon Seafood Market is worth a look, too), and if sea creatures aren’t your thing,
Incheon’s famous Chinatown boasts some of the best Chinese food in Korea.

Boats to Palmido depart from Incheon’s Yeonan Pier—from Dongincheon Station (Line 1), take
a taxi or Bus No. 12 or 24 and get off at the pier. Hyundai Marine (http://palmido.co.kr) and
Hyundai Excursions (www.partyboat.co.kr) operate boats that depart from behind the Hyundai
Excursions Building, a short walk from Incheon Passenger Terminal. Hyundai Marine runs two
cruises a day (10 am, 1:30 pm) on weekdays and hourly boats (10:30 am to 3:30 pm) on
weekends. Hyundai Excursions runs three boats daily (11 am, 1:30 pm and 3:30 pm) on
weekdays and three (11:30 am, 1:30 pm and 3:30 pm) on weekends. Do check the timetable,
though, because schedules change frequently.

IMPORTANT: Weekday cruises are subject to demand. The trip to the island takes about 50
minutes, during which time you’ll be entertained with live music and/or dance performances.
Once you reach the island, you'll have about an hour to look around before the boat returns to
Incheon.

Most travelers don’t stay in Incheon, which is just an hour’s subway ride from Seoul. If you're
taking a flight out of Korea, though, you’ll find a number of options near Incheon International
Airport, including Incheon Airport Oceanside Hotel (032-746-0072, www.oceanside.co.kr),
which is good value at 127,000 won a night on weekends. If you're a bit more flush, Premier
Songdo Bridge Hotel (032-210-3000, www.songdobridgehotel.com, 200,000 won a night) and
Sheraton Incheon Hotel (032-835-1000, www.sheraton.com/incheon, 330,000 won a night) in
Songdo are lovely hotels, even if the local nightlife is, like Songdo itself, awork in progress.


http://palmido.co.kr
http://www.partyboat.co.kr
http://www.oceanside.co.kr
http://www.songdobridgehotel.com
http://www.sheraton.com/incheon
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GANGHWADO ISLAND

For centuries, Ganghwado Island has served as both a getaway—in the very
literal sense—and a gatekeeper to Korea. In the 13th century, the Korean royal
court fled to the island fortress, strategically located at the mouth of the Hangang
River, as the Mongols swept down upon Korea. In the 19th century, French,
American and Japanese invaders attacked the island, waging fierce battles below
its bastion walls. Later, more foreigners, this time Christian missionaries from
Britain and elsewhere, would set foot on the island and establish Korean-style
churches that dotted the countryside, some of which still stand to this day.

Located just an hour’'sdrive west of Seoul, Ganghwado Island still gets a large
number of visitors, although mostly in the form of tourism. History buffs love its
old walls and citadels, while its beautiful Buddhist monasteries provide weekend
solace to world-weary refugees from Seoul. Hikers head for Mt. Manisan, with
its ancient altar and spectacular views of the sea, while the more culinarily-
inclined are content simply to consume the island’s famous fresh blue crab,
shrimp and other bounty from the surrounding waters and mudflats.

Gate of old Gwaseongbo Fortress, site of an American raid in 1871
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Old Goryeo Palace Site

Historically, Ganghwado is most famous
for providing shelter to the Korean court
during the dark days of the Mongol
invasions of the 13th century. The first
Mongol invasion, launched in 1231, led to
a Korean surrender and a heavy tribute
burden. Determined to resist, in the
following year the royal court, led by King
Gojong (r. 1213-1259) of the Goryeo
Dynasty, evacuated the capital of Gaeseong
(located just across the DM Z in today’s
North Korea) in favor of Ganghwado and
safety from attack by the land-loving
Mongols (whose fear of the water was so
severe they would not cross even the
narrow strait separating the island from the
mainland). It was an impressive logistical
undertaking for a medieval kingdom. The
court stayed at Ganghwado until 1270,
when it finally sued for peace with the
Mongols, who had spent the better part of
forty years laying waste to the Korean
mainland.

Unfortunately, most of the old palace and
fortifications were destroyed when the royal
court returned to the mainland. In the
Joseon era (1392-1910), a new palace
complex was constructed after the Qing
invasion of Korea in 1636 but this, too, was
torched by French marines in 1866; only
three buildings remain. Still, the old palace
ground, located in the administrative hub of
Ganghwa-eup, is worth seeing along with
an old gate from the Joseon era town wall.

d)QOO won B The palace site is near Ganghwa
Elementary School 9 in Ganghwa-eup.

Old Fortresses

Standing sentinel at the mouth of the
Hangang River, which was old Korea's
highway to the royal capital, Ganghwado
also hosted some of Korea’s first
interactions with the West in the late 19th
century. These interactions were not entirely
peaceable, however. In 1866, the French,
enacting vengeance for a brutal crackdown
on Catholics by the Korean royal court that



Old cannon, Gwangseongbo Fortress

left nine French missionaries dead, attacked
the island. The raiders were repulsed, but
not before they’d burned and looted much
of the island in typical imperialist fashion.
In 1871, American marines attacked
Ganghwado'’s fortresses in retaliation for the
burning of a US ship and to persuade
(unsuccessfully, as history would have it) the
Koreans to sign a trade treaty. Finally, in
1875, the Japanese attacked the island and
forced the Korean king to sign the Ganghwa
Treaty, which marked Korea’s “opening” to
imperial powers of the West and Japan.

The old fortifications are still very much
in place along the island’s western coast
(i.e., guarding the strait with the mainland).
The most impressive of these is the
Gwangseongbo Citadel a series of
defense walls, gun emplacements and
command posts where Korean defenders
fought to the death against US Navy
bluejackets in 1871. Other historic coastal
batteries can also be found at Chojijin ~*1*'
and Deokjinjin

® Buses to Gwangseongbo, Deokjinjin and
Chojijin run from Ganghwa Bus Terminal.

Mt. Manisan

Ganghwado’s most notable topographical
feature (besides being surrounded by water)
is Mt. Manisan, a 472 meter peak that rises
gently out of the southern interior of the
island. Crossed by well-kept hiking paths,
including a full flight of stone steps to the
top, it sees a good many weekend hikers

National Foundation Day rite, Mt. Manisan



from Seoul, even in winter. The peak offers
fine views of the West Sea and the Korean
mainland provided the weather is good.
The mountain is best known, however,
for the Chamseongdan a stone altar
on its peak. According to legend, Dangun,
who founded the Korean nation in 2333
BC, held sacrificial rites to heaven here.
Annual rites are still performed at the altar
on National Foundation Day (Oct 3). The
upper ridge line is quite rocky: hiking boots
are advisable. B Buses to Mt. Manisan run

from Ganghwa Bus Terminal.

Jeondeungsa Temple

One of Korea’s most beautiful Buddhist
temples, Jeondeungsa has a history that
goes back to AD 381. It is home to a
plethora of cultural treasures, including its
17th century main hall and an 11th century
Chinese temple bell that came into the
temple’s possession after World War II.
When you visit, be sure to check out the
corners of the main hall where you’ll notice

Beautiful rooflines of Jeondeungsa Temple

carved figures of
naked women
holding up the roof.
According to
legend, the artisan
building the temple
fell in love with a
barmaid in town.
Unfortunately for
him, she absconded
with all his money.
In revenge, the engineer worked her image
into the temple, where, at least figuratively,
she would have to hold up the temple roof
for all eternity. B Buses to Jeondeungsa run

from Ganghwa Bus Terminal.

Bomunsa Temple

Another wonderful temple to visit is
Bomunsa, located on the small isle of
Seongmodo (a 5 minute ferry ride from
the Oepo-ri Ferry Terminal

located on the west coast of Ganghwado).

There’s an ancient Buddhist grotto awoHY34AY



Bomunsa Temple and its famous Buddhist relief

on the grounds of the temple, and in the
granite cliffs above the complex is a 10 m
high Buddhist relief, reached by a kilometer
long flight of steps.

® To getto Bomunsa, take a bus from Ganghwa
Bus Terminal to Oepo-ri and take the ferry from
there.

Hanok Churches
Ganghwado is also home to several hanok
churches built in the traditional Korean
hanOkster during the early part of the
20th century. The most famous of these is
Ganghwa Anglican Church YYE SSSSg,
located on a hill in Ganghwa-eup.
Consecrated in 1900 and built by a royal
architect who participated in the
reconstruction of Seoul's Gyeongbokgung
Palace, the church harmonizes Korean
palace architecture and Buddhist spatial
principles with a Roman basilica interior. If
you visit on a Sunday morning, you're more
likely to gain admittance. There’s another
hanok—siy\e Anglican church (built in a
much simpler style) in Onsu-ri, near
Jeondeungsa Temple.

More intrepid travelers can visit Seodo
Central Methodist Church <M£S2t2 S|>
located on the island of Jumundo, an hour

and 40 minutes by ferry from Oepo-ri (two

ferries a day, at 9:30 am and 3 pm, but the
latter requires you to sleep on the island).
Also in fH‘KJkstyle, it has a rather unusual
second story above its entrance, originally-
used as a bell tower in imitation of Western
church architecture.

9 Ganghwa Anglican Church is in downtown
Ganghwa-eup. Onsu-ri Anglican Church is a
short walk from Jeondeungsa Temple.

Ganghwa Anglican Church harmonizes east and west.
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Being an island, Ganghwado is famous for its seafood. In
particular, it is known for its delicious blue crab (kkotge *
A). Seoul Hoetjip (032-933-5433), located in the
port of Oepo-ri, is famous for its local crab stew
{kkotgetang *"%), which you can order for 50,000 won a
serving (feeds two). It's also a good place to take in the
sunset over the winter sea.
Another specialty of Ganghwado is eel harvested from the
island's famous mudflats. There are tons of restaurants
specializing in eel-particularly roasted eel (jangeo gui%0'
TQ)—in the so-called “Deorimi Jangeochon" yr|orao)£ near Jangeo gui(broiled sel)
the Ganghwa Bridge 3YLUH.
Buses to Ganghwado Island leave from Seoul’s Sinchon Bus Terminal, a 100 m walk from Exit 7
of Sinchon Station, Line 2 (walk in the direction of the police station). The trip to Ganghwa-eup
takes about an hour and 10 minutes. From Ganghwa Terminal you can take local
buses to destinations throughout the island.

A lot of folk do Ganghwado as a day trip from Seoul. Should you choose to spend the night,
though, there are plenty of accommodations—homestay facilities [minbak) and rental houses
(pensions) in particular—in the villages along the southern coast. Sea & Gallery Pension 95 ul
93*2)51 (032-937-0416, www.sngpension.com, Korean) as the name suggests, blends artwork
and European interior rooms (70,000-150,000 won a night) with beautiful views ofthe sea.
Advance booking is advisable.

Sunrise at Oepo-ri Ferry Terminal


http://www.sngpension.com
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Tve DMZ

It’s often said that the Korean Demilitarized Zone, or DMZ, is one of the most
dangerous places on Earth. This distinction is probably technically true—the
mountains and hillsides on both sides of the 4 km strip of land separating the
two Koreas bristle with troops, guard posts, tanks, missile, bunkers, gun
emplacements, land mines and other tools of death and destruction. A one-hole
golf course at a military base in Panmunjeom, the truce village that has come to
symbolize the world’s last Cold War frontier, warns not to retrieve balls at the
“world’s most dangerous golf course.”

Yet the DM Z is perhaps Korea’s supreme irony. As you gaze out upon the
DM Z from Checkpoint 3 of Panmunjeom’s Joint Security Area, your attention is
drawn not to the rare opportunity to peek into mysterious North Korea, the
North Korean soldiers perched on the watchtower nearby or your chances of
survival in a sudden re-opening of hostilities. Instead, you’'re captivated by the
supreme tranquility—the quiet, the lush green hillsides, the rare birds swooping
into untouched marshlands. Here, at the most militarized border on the planet,
you feel completely at peace.

The DM Z stretches some 248 kilometers across the Korean Peninsula from the
mouth of the Imjingang River in the west to the town of Goseong in the east. The
demilitarized zone itself, where human activity has been greatly limited for the
last half-century, has become one of Asia’s greatest nature preserves. In the
sparsely populated hinterlands just outside the zone, where it seems soldiers
outnumber civilians, you can find both towering monuments to battles won and
derelict ruins that stand witness to the tragedy of war.

Viewing a guard post in the DMZ



Panmunjeom

W ith the fall of the Berlin Wall,
Panmunjeom became the world’s last
remaining outpost where democracy and
communism literally stare each other down
in a tense standoff, pregnant with political
and historic meaning. This is not your
ordinary tourist destination. Civilians
cannot enter the DMZ without prior
permission and tourists are allowed to visit

Panmunjeom only as part of organized
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group tours. Even then, visitors must follow
strict dress codes and, above all, follow
closely the instructions of official guides,
who are usually US soldiers.

Tours from Seoul first take you along
Freedom Road xIS5, the flat and straight
highway connecting the capital with the
DMZ. The buses eventually reach the
Imjingang River crossed by the
This is the end of

the line for most civilians. If you're with a

Unification Bridge

tour group, however, you’ll pass through an
army checkpoint at the southern end of the
bridge and cross into the Civilian Limit
Zone and, a bit beyond that, the Joint
or JSA.

The first stop on the tour is Camp

Security Area

Bonifas (named after a US soldier who was
axed to death in the JSA in 1974), a large
South Korean military installation that
serves as the base camp of the United
Nations Command Security Force—Joint
Security Area. For most of post-Korean
War history, the southern side of the JSA
was jointly patrolled, but since 2004 it has
been entrusted exclusively to the South
Koreans (although a small contingent of
Western, mostly American, troops remain).
At the camp, you’ll be briefed, usually by a
US officer, on the history and regulations of

Panmunjeom’s Joint Security Area (JSA)



the JSA. There, you can also check out the
short one hole par-3 on the base premises—
just don’t expect to retrieve your golf balls,
as the fairway is surrounded by mine fields.

It’s another short bus ride to the JSA.
About 400 meters past Camp Bonifas, you
come to a double-barbed wire fence
manned by South Korean soldiers. This
fence, which continues almost unbroken for
the entire breadth of the Korean Peninsula,
marks the start of the DM Z. Pass the fence
and it’s like entering a completely different
planet: vegetation grows lush and, outside
the bus, the scenery is eerily peaceful and,
frankly, spooky. Some of the land is
cultivated by the villagers of Daeseong-
dong the only civilian habitation in
the southern half of the DM Z. But by and
large, the only things that move are the
birds; protected from human activity for a
half century, the DMZ has become a
habitat for many species of wild birds.

The Joint Security Area itself is iconic,
especially if you've seen Park Chan-wook’s
2000 film, JSA. This small cluster of
buildings (some impressive, some humble)
was built in 1953 following the Armistice

Agreement which brought the fighting to a
halt. The signing of the document was done
in the original village of Panmunjeom
which was actually located about 800
meters to the north but has since
disappeared. The JSA—widely referred to
as “Truce Village”—was used for regular
meetings between North Korean and UN
military officials (the Military Armistice
Committee or MAC) to supervise the
implementation of the armistice and is still
occasionally used for inter-Korean
meetings.

The JSA is split down the middle by the
Military Demarcation Line (MDL), the
actual “border” between North and South
Korea. On the southern side are the
impressive Freedom House *1°* Y and
Peace House S52*Y, which, aside from
being splendid pieces of modern Korean
architecture, are also used for North-South
meetings. On the northern side of the MDL
is the Panmungak 3&4, a gray Stalinist
structure which, our guides will point out,
is probably smaller than it actually appears.
Soldiers from both sides stare down visitors
and each other. Between the two borders is



the sky-blue MAC building built in the 60s
where, with a guide, you may briefly cross
over into North Korean territory
(permissible ONLY within the building).
Near the buildings is a highpoint called
Checkpoint 3 from where you can get a
sweeping vista of the DMZ. The tranquility
of it all is unnerving. Who'd imagine that
surrounding this beautiful stretch of
untouched nature is one of the largest
concentrations of military force in the
history of man? In the near distance, the
North Korean Potemkin village of Kijong-
dong is home to the world’s tallest flag post
(160 meters), flying the world’s largest flag.

Your tour guide will bring you somewhere to
eat, although you may have to pay for food
separately depending upon the tour.

esi

PANMUNJEOM TOURS

You can't just drive up to
Panmunjeom—you need to join atour.
The USO (02-795-3028), which
provides morale and entertainment
services to the US military, conducts
very popular tours to Panmunjeom.
Scheduled two times a week, the USO
tour is reasonable (US$70 for
civilians), but spots fill up fast. Call the
USO for the exact schedule. TOURDMZ
(02-755-0073) also conducts well-
priced tours of the JSAat 77,000 won
(weekdays) and 78,000 won
(weekends). See www.tourdmz.com
for more information. See also
Panmunjeom Travel Center (02-771-
5593, www.koreadmztour.com), which
conducts tours for 77,000 won.

One note about the tours, however:
most have dress codes. Be sure to
inquire when you reserve a tour spot.
You need to bring your passport and
children under 11 may not join.
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Imjingak Area

A short train trip north of Seoul brings you
to Imjingak, a small park on the Imjingang
River. A solitary railroad bridge crosses the
river and, next to it, lonely concrete pylons
of a bridge long since destroyed. Across the
river is the DM Z and, beyond that, North
Korea.

For the general visitor, Imjingak is as
close to North Korea as you can get
without obtaining special permission. This,
and its easy reachability from Seoul, has
turned it into a literal shrine of national
division. On the Korean autumn harvest
celebration of Chuseok and the Lunar New'
Year holiday, North Korean-born South
Koreans (and their descendants) gather at
Imjingak to perform traditional ancestral
rites ceremonies. Other visitors leave
colorful ribbons with prayers of peace and
reunification.

Imjingak Pavilion

The Imjingak Pavilion is a three-story
building with restaurants, an exhibit of
photos of North Korea, a convenience store,
cafe and other facilities. What it is best
known for is the views of the Imjingang
River, DMZ and North Korea that can be
seen from the rooftop observatory.

Mangbaedan Altar Y«Ha

Between 1945, when Korea was divided,
and the start of the Korean War, an
estimated 3.5 million North Koreans fled to
the South to escape communist oppression.
They were joined by countless more during
the Korean War and, more recently, a
growing number of defectors fleeing the
famine and repression of today’s North
Korea. In Korean, these people are called
s/hya‘tgnn, or “people who have lost their

hometowns.” The first generation of


http://www.tourdmz.com
http://www.koreadmztour.com
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Silhyangimin have spent the last 60 years

without ever setting eyes on the land of
their birth, and their plight, one of lost
homes and separated families, is one of the
enduring tragedies of the Korean War and
national division.

In the old days, S”th’nn used to come
to Imjingak on holidays and construct
temporary altars at which they would perform
the ancestral rites most Koreans perform in
their hometowns. In 1986, however, the South
Korean government constructed the
Mangbaedan, a permanent altar for their use.
The altar consists of an incense burner and
seven stone slabs, each one representing a
North Korean province. On each slab is
carved an image from the province it
represents.

Korean War Memorials

The park at Imjingak is a short walk from
Imjingang Station, the last stop on the
truncated Seoul-Shinuiju Line. Some of the
park is quite kitsch, for instance, a 70’s-like
amusement park—a tad malapropos just 7
km south of a border former US President
Bill Clinton in 1993 called “the scariest

Taking in the view. Imjingak

place on Earth” along with shops selling
North Korean money, souvenirs and booze.

Other parts are more rewarding
including the walkway to the pavilion
where there are several Korean War and
Cold War-related memorials. One of the
largest is a memorial to the Korean cabinet
ministers killed in 1983 when the North
Koreans bombed the Martyr’'s Mausoleum
in Rangoon, Burma in a failed attempt to
assassinate then-South Korean president
Chun Doo-hwan. A monument that is
afforded particular pride of place is the one
dedicated to the United States forces that
fought in the war. Some 16 nations sent

Mangbaedan Altar, Freedom Bridge and old railway bridge



War monuments (left). Steam Locomotive of Jangdan Station

troops to Korea under the UN flag and
each one has its own monument somewhere
in the country—this is the American one.
The marble cube is surrounded by flags and
battle reliefs for the Army, Navy, Air Force
and Marine Corps. The park also has some
old tanks, fighter planes and other weapons
on display.

Gyeonguiseon Railway Bridge 895112
The trussed railway bridge crossing the
Imjingang River is the Gyeonguiseon Railway
Bridge. If you look carefully, you can see that
at one time there were two bridges: the
eastern one has been restored while only the
pylons remain of the western one.

The bridges were built in 1905 as part of
the Seoul-Shinuiju railway that linked Seoul
with Pyongyang and, beyond that, the great
railroad networks of Manchuria and
Russia. After Korea’s division in 1945,
however, service along the line was cut and,
during the Korean War, both bridges were
destroyed, although one was later rebuilt.
The bridges are located past the Civilian
Control Line and are hence off-limits to
civilians without special permission.

Freedom Bridge A
Just behind the Mangbaedan Altar is the
so-called “Freedom Bridge,” a simple

wooden bridge that was a temporary span
built over the Imjingang River in 1953 to
carry home the 12,773 South Korean
POWs following the Armistice Agreement.
It was later moved to its current spot to be
preserved as a memorial. At the northern
end of the bridge is a barbed wire fence
overlooked by a guard tower where the
Civilian Control Line begins. Visitors often
leave ribbons, banners, flags and

handwritten notes on the fence.

Steam Locomotive ofJangdan
Station §94 §7i7i5nxi

Near the Freedom Bridge is an old, rusted
and very much battle-worn steam
locomotive. For the better part of 60 years,
the old train was left rusting in the DMZ
but was moved to its current location in
2009 to allow visitors to see an important
piece of history and symbol of national
division.

According to the train’s final operator, it
was carrying a load of military supplies to
UN forces in the North on December 31,
1950, but Chinese operations made it
impossible to reach the destination. The
train stopped to await further instructions
before machine gun fire started ripping in—
possibly from UN troops who worried it
might be used by the communists—
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resulting in the 1,020 bullet holes riddling
the train body.

Along the side of the train is a barbed
wire fence decorated with countless ribbons
on which visitors write their prayers for
peace, reconciliation and Korean
reunification. Even if you can’t read
Korean, it is worth taking a look: many
have been left by foreign visitors, some
from other conflict zones around the world
who leave behind prayers for peace in their

own troubled lands.
Imjingak Pyeonghoa Nuri

Also part of the Imjingak is a field that has
been transformed into a peace park,
complete with an outdoor stage used for
concerts and other cultural performances.
It’s a beautiful, tranquil place designed by
respected Korean landscape architect Min
Hyung-sik. The highlights here are the
“Hill of Wind,” a grassy hill covered in
colorful pinwheels conceived by artist Kim
Un-kyung; and installation artist Choi
Pyung-gon’s “Calling Unification,” four
grand bamboo figures advancing up the
hill, facing northwards. The former reminds
us that the wind freely crosses the DM Z,
free of the restraints of ideology, while the
latter is a quiet but powerful prayer for
Korean reunification.

Ribbons of peace (top)
Imjingak Pyeonghoa Nuri

There are a number of restaurants around, including one in the Imjingak Pavilion itself. One
thing the area is famous for are beans grown in the Jangdan area, or jangdan kong. The
restaurant in the Imjingak Pavilion cooks up ajangdan bean stew (Jangdan kong jeongol,

55) that’'s worth trying.

Getting to Imjingak is a fairly simple matter. Just take the train from Seoul Station to Munsan
(every 30 minutes during rush hour, every hour otherwise), and from Munsan change to the
train for Imjingang Station (about once hourly between 6 am and 6 pm). The trip itself takes

about an hour.
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HEYRI ART VALLEY 5||o|B|o*ia]

Bauhaus on the Imjingang River. Or so one could conceivably call Paju’s Heyri
Art Valley, a collection of art galleries, workshops, film studios, bookshops and
cafes hidden away in an idyllic valley just an hour’s drive north of Seoul. Along
with nearby Paju Book City “f*seiSAI, Heyri is a grand experiment in ecologically
friendly architecture, design and urban planning, made all the more amazing—or
surreal, depending on your point of view— by its location just a river's width from
North Korea. An outdoor museum (with plenty of indoor ones, too) that even
philistines without the slightest interest in the arts can enjoy, it’s a place you could
spend all day strolling about, dipping in and out of galleries and bookshops as the
mood strikes.

Heyri Art Valley was born in 1997 as part of a larger effort to cultivate the
cultural industries in a frontier region long underdeveloped and overmilitarized
due to national division. The community is spread out in a quiet hillside valley
beside the lower end of the Imjingang River, right where the waterway empties
out into the larger Hangang River. Across the river is North Korea— on your way
to the village you’ll pass miles of barbed wire fence and watchtowers along the
southern bank of the river, manned by South Korean troops. This in itself makes

Winter reeds and pond, Heyri Art Village



Keumsan Gallery, where architecture literally blends with nature

the village a symbol of peace and sustainability in a land scarred by war and

destruction.

About 380 artists—including painters, sculptors, graphic artists, fimmakers

and potters—Ilive and/or work in Heyri. Korea’s top architects were let loose to

design the studio and art spaces, and the result—an outdoor display of the very
best of eco-friendly Korean design—is absolutely breathtaking. Each and every
building is an expression of the individuality of both its architect and

GETTING AROUND AT HEYRI

Walking is easy but, if you'd like, take the
electric car tour ofthe village at 8,000 won a
person (15,000 won for couples, 18,000 won
for three, 23,000 won for four). You can also
rent a bike at 7,000 won for the first two
hours (3,000 won for every extra hour). Bikes
for two, however, cost 12,000 won for the
first two hours (8,000 won for every extra
hour). The bike rental/electric car station is
near the Keumsan Gallery by Gate 3. Reserve
by calling 070-7798-0875.

TAKE A MAP!

Even if you can’t read Korean, be sure to pick
up a map atinformation booths located in
the village-they really help. There's also a
general information center that can be
reached at 1588-7385 or www.heyri.net

owner. Yet all the structures strictly
conform to the village’s overriding
principle of harmony with nature,
designed to harmonize and
complement the hills and streams.
By regulation, none is more than
three stories high. Tying the village
together is a series of walking paths,
winding roads and picturesque
bridges.

© Heyri is a village, which means it is open
24 hours a day. The galleries, on the other
hand, keep their own hours: many operate
from 10 am to 7 pm, although cafds and
restaurants close later.

Entry is free but many galleries charge
admission. @Take Bus No. 2200 from Exit 2,
Hapjeong Station, Line 2 and get off at Heyri
Art Valley. The trip, which runs along
Freedom Road (Jayu-ro) through Goyang,
takes about 50 minutes.


http://www.heyri.net
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Paju Book City ' : 'txi. nkg Heyri, Paju
Book City—a collection of Korean publishing
houses—is an outdoor exhibit of cutting-
edge architecture and design, conceived to
harmonize with its wetland environment.
Bus No. 2200 passes through it on the way
to Heyri.

Odusan Unification Observatory 2£?mh’J" 1

:Almost within walking distance of Hyeri is
the Odusan Unification Observatory which
overlooks the confluence of the Imjingang and
Hangang rivers. More notably, it overlooks
North Korea, which is just 460 m away.

Total Art Space Book House, designed by Kim Jun-
sung and New York's SHoP Architects PC (top),
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Han Hyang Lim Ceramic Museum

It feels as if Heyri has more cafes and teahouses per square foot
than anywhere on the planet. Many of the bookshops and exhibit
halls also serve as cafes and any attempt to list them would fall
dreadfully short. One particularly popular cafe is the one in Gallery
Touch Art QY5EIXHONe with its usual assortment of coffees and
teas (and waffles, to boot!) —but its real charm is its location
overlooking Heyri's centrally located pond and Reed Square. If you
want something more substantial than tea or coffee, a number of
the cafes also have kitchens. Book House has a restaurant/
grill that does good food in lovely surroundings.

Most visitors to Heyri come as a daytrip from Seoul, but if you've got a bit of coin,
architecturally spectacular Yonaluky (031-959-1122, www.yonaluky.com KR) is itself a work of
art"Each room has an individual outdoor spa (walled for privacy). Rooms double as private
art galleries, too, with works switched out every several months. Rooms range from 350,000
to 750,000 won (includes breakfast and dinner). Also architecturally eye-catching Motif 1
(031-949-0901, www.motifi.co.kr), a guesthouse owned and operated by photographer Lee
An-soo and designed by hot Korean architect Cho Min-suk. Rooms harmoniously combine
Western and Korean design elements with the natural surroundings. Many of its guests have
been local and international artists. Rooms begin at 140,000 won a night. Another work of art
is Forest Garden (010-2788-2660, www.forestgarden.kr), an architectural award-winning
guest house that both surrounds and is surrounded by trees. Perfect harmonization of man-
made and nature. Rooms begin at 170,000 won a night.


http://www.yonaluky.com
http://www.motifi.co.kr
http://www.forestgarden.kr
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SUWON HWASEONG

Built at the end of the 18th century by the brilliant King Jeongjo to house the
remains of his father, the mad Prince Sado, Suwon’s Hwaseong Fortress is the
crown jewel of Joseon Korea’s silhak intellectual school, a social reform
movement within Korean Confucianism to focus on practical applications of
learning with an emphasis on science and technology. Adopting in its design and
construction the latest advances in engineering technologies and military science,
including concepts imported from overseas, the bastion—designated a UNESCO
World Heritage Site in 1997—emanates a feel that is distinctly Korean yet
vaguely Western. Its six kilometers of walls are studded with imposing gates,
watchtowers, sentry points, secret portals and command pavilions, providing
visitors with an endless list of things to explore.

M The fortress (Paldalmun Gate) is a 20 minute walk from Suwon Station, Line 1.

Hwaseong Fortress’s northern entrance, Janganmun Gate is even larger than Seoul's Sungnyemun Gate.
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KING JEONGJO, JEONG YAK-YONG & SILHAK

Despite the massive scale of the project, Hwaseong
A Fortress was completed in justtwo years, between
1794 and 1796, impressive even by today’s standards.
It was the brainchild of King Jeongjo (r. 1776-1800), an
energetic reformer whose reign marked Joseon’s
cultural, intellectual and scientific renaissance.
There were several reasons behind the building of the
fortress. Firstly, it would serve as a memorial to
Jeongjo’s father, Prince Sado, an allegedly sadistic man
who would have become king had his father, King
Yeongjo, not ordered him into a rice chest that was then
locked and left in the hot sun for eight days until he
died. Believing his father to be the victim of the Joseon
King jeongjo Dynasty’s endemic factional strife, Jeongjo ordered the
fortress built to house the late prince’s tomb.

Behind this act offilial piety, however, lay some more practical concerns. Korea
had been invaded by the Japanese in the 16th century and the Manchus in the 17th
century; both times, Korea’s system of mountain fortresses failed. Clearly, more
advanced defensive facilities were needed. Perhaps more importantly, however,
Jeongjo hoped to relocate the royal capital to the new fortress, away from the
bitter factional strife of Hanyang (today’s Seoul). He failed in this latter objective,
the capital remaining in Seoul.

Construction of the new fortress was entrusted
to Jeong Yak-yong, better known by his pen
name, “Dasan.” Something of a polymath, Jeong
was a brilliant scholar, philosopher and architect
closely associated with the silhak (“ practical
learning”) movement within Korean
Confucianism. Silhak emphasized the practical
over the metaphysical, focusing on temporal
matters such as social science, industry and
technology—Hwaseong Fortress was its
crowning achievement. Jeong’s blueprints
incorporated the strengths of Korean, Chinese
and Japanese design to produce a fortress that Dasan Jeong Yak-yong
could serve in both defensive and offensive
operations. It even drew upon elements of Western castle architecture and
construction, such as its use of brick. The building process made use of an
ingenious series of pulleys and cranes, operated by paid workers rather than
corvee labor. The result was a fortress that was both functional and a work of art in
its own right.
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Hiking Hwaseong

Hwaseong Fortress forms a nearly full ring around Suwon’s old downtown. At
one time, the entire city was contained within its walls but urban development in
the modern era has led to much of the city spilling out beyond the gates.
Unusually for Korean fortresses that typically surround either a town or
mountain top, Hwaseong does both, running along both flat lowlands and steep
hillsides. You can walk the whole thing in about three hours, although you’ll
probably want to spend an entire day exploring, ¢ Hwaseong Fortress: 1,000 won.

O Janganmun Gate 82®: The old north
gate of the fortress, this massive portal with
a two-story pavilion is Korea's largest gate,
even larger than Seoul's Sungnyemun. Note
the crescent-shaped demilune that offers the
gate even further protection from enemies.

The gate is beautiful both day and night.

O Hwaseomun Gate SWB; Not only is
Hwaseong’s western gate striking in its own
right; it’s also protected by an imposing
brick watchtower that cannot be found

elsewhere in Korea.

Suwon Hwaseong

Hwaseomun Gate

Seojangdae
Pavilion

Filial Piety BelT O Hwaseong Haenggung

Ammmun (Secret Gate)

O

Hwaseong
Museu

O Hwahongmun Gate More of a
bridge than a gate, this section of the wall
was built with seven arches through which
flows Suwoncheon Stream. Nearby is a pond
and, on the hill overlooking it, a command
pavilion. This is one of the most picturesque

stretches of the wall.

O Paldalmun Gate and Seojangdae
Pavilion :siSH, Now a traffic island
surrounded by modern Suwon, the grand
old south gate offers a dramatic contrast
between the old and new. From the gate,

follow the wall as it ascends Mt. Paldalsan

O Janganmun Gale

Banghwasuryujeong Pavilion

Hwahongmun

Maehyang Girl's Elementry School
Information*

Highschool

Changnyongmun Gate
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until you reach Seojangdae Pavilion.
Located on the highest point of the wall,
this command post offers breathtaking
views of the fortress, city and hills beyond.

O Secret Gates  Called @1MLNin
Korean, these hidden entrances were used
to sneak supplies into the fortress and, if
need be, let troops sally outside the fortress
to attack a besieging enemy. The one in the
southwest on the slope of Mt. Paldalsan is
particularly interesting.

O Hwaseong Haenggung

Jeongjo as a royal residence for the king

guilt by

when he visited his father’'s tomb, this

gorgeous temporary palace was restored in

2003, the original having been destroyed

during the Japanese colonial era.
A 1.500 won

O Traditional Archery ss3£: There's a
range in the fortress where you can try your
hand at the Korean martial tradition of
archery. Fee: 2,000 won for 10 arrows.

O Filial Piety Bell S- 2/S: Hwaseong was
built as an act of filial piety; to celebrate
this, the city hung a big Korean-style bell
for visitors to ring. You ring it three times:
once for your parents’ health, once for your
family’s health, and once for your own
personal development. Fee: 1,000 won for
singles and doubles, 2,000 won for groups

of three or four.

Suwon is quite famous for its be(barbecued ribs). Yeonpo Galbi 9-v yb|

(02-255-1337), near Hwahongmun Gate

is especially well known but

there are literally a hundred restaurants specializing in this dish

throughout Suwon.

Suwon is usually aday-trip from Seoul, but if you feel like spending the

night, Hwaseong Guest House (031-245-6226, www.hsguesthouse.com) is very conveniently
located just behind Paldalmun Gate, with dormitory rooms beginning at 15,000 won (private
rooms with bath for 30,000 won). If you're exploring not only Suwon, but nearby Yongin, the
colorfully named Hotel Amour & Symphony (031-206-0942, www.amourhotel.com) on the east
side of town is a good value at 90,000 won a night.


http://www.hsguesthouse.com
http://www.amourhotel.com
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YONGIN

For many Seoulites, Yongin represents a nice day trip out of the big city. Within

the lushly forested hillsides of this conveniently located Seoul suburb are some of

Korea’s most popular tourist destinations, including the massive Korean Folk

Village and, of course, Everland theme park—one of the most visited theme

parks in the known universe. If you're looking for somewhere to escape the

masses, Yongin might not necessarily fit the bill; on any given weekend, the

masses may very well follow you down there. But, owing to its proximity and

entertainment facilities, Yongin’s a fantastic place to bring the kids. And if a little

adult tranquility is what you're looking for, the Ho-Am Art Museum and Hee

Won Garden, the latter one of the finest examples of Korean traditional garden

design anywhere in the country, are well worth the short bus ride out of Seoul.

Korean Folk Village

Korean Folk Village is, natch, a Korean folk
village—and a large one, at that. You could
literally spend an entire day wandering
around the place; or two days if you

Everland, one of the world busiest theme parks

happen to get lost.

It’s been said by some that Korean Folk
Village is “artificial.” This is true—unlike
Andong’s Hahoe Village or Suncheon’s
Nagan Eupseong, Korean Folk Village is



not a pre-existing historic village that has
been preserved. It was purpose-built in
1974 as an open-air folk museum.

That being said, as folk villages go,
Korean Folk Village has been done quite
tastefully. The Joseon Dynasty-style homes
and buildings—some 270 structures sitting
on a grand total of 245 acres— have been
painstakingly reconstructed as authentically
as possible. So good are the reconstructions
and atmosphere that the village is
frequently used as a film set. The place is
very picturesque—a camera is mandatory.

Korean Folk Village is surrounded by
forest and split roughly in half by a long,
narrow lake. The actual folk village is a
short walk from the admission gate, just
past the obligatory restaurants, tea houses
and gift shops. Once inside, however, it's
like being transported back in time to the
Joseon era. As you meander throughout the
village, you’ll come across traditional
dwellings from all regions and social classes
of Korea, from the homes of Jejudo Island
peasants with their distinctive thatched
roofs tied with rope, and walls made from
volcanic rock, to the dignified tile-roof
homes of ﬂgﬂ’lscholar aristocrats. You
can even find a massive county magistrate’s
complex and SEOWONN, the Confucian
schools that served the role of universities
and higher learning in the Joseon era.

At some of these dwellings you can find
staff in traditional garb engaging in
traditional crafts such as spinning and
straw crafts. Some events are more
seasonal; during the Dano holiday, this
writer watched as locals washed their hair
with water boiled with calamus plants, a
tradition once believed to make the hair
shiny. The village also stages regular
cultural performances and provides several
hands-on activities for children.

During the hot summer months, be sure
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to try a cup of msutgaru D£7Ne (1,000
won), a cool drink made from toasted grain
powder and honey—the traditional market
is a good place to score one.

© Winter: 9 am to 6 pm, summer: 10 am to 7:30
pm. Hours change slightly throughout the year
and between weekdays and weekends.

¢ 15,000 won for adults, 12,000 won for teens,
and 10,000 won for children. @ From Exit 5 of
Gangnam Station, Line 2, take the 5001-1 bus
to the Korean Folk Village. The trip takes about
one hour. (© 031-288-0000 6 www.koreanfolk.
co.kr

Everland

When Seoulites think of Yongin, they think
of Everland. The Everland Resort, owned
by Samsung Corporation, is one of the
largest amusement parks on earth. Sitting
on 3,700 acres of prime real estate, the park
ranked sixth worldwide in park attendance
in 2002, and eventually worked its way to
number five, beating out luminaries such as
Epcot, Disney MGM and Disney’s Animal
Kingdom, and earning a place on Forbes’

list of best amusement parks.


http://www.koreanfolk
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If you’ve been to Disneyland you know
what to expect. If you're prepubescent, or
just really into amusement parks, Everland
is a dream come true. Even if you aren’t, it’s
still worth visiting for the sheer scale and
surrealness of it all. On a weekend, families
from all over the country descend on the
place in droves.

Everland is broken up into six zones—
American Adventure, Magic Land, Aesop’s
Village, European Adventure, Zoo-Topia
and Global Fair. Leave any hope you have of
seeing it all in a single day at the ticket
booth—you could spend a week wandering
around and not see everything. And that’s
not even including Caribbean Bay
Everland Resort’'s summer water park, or its
large zoo. Each section has its own unique
rides and attractions. The architecture and
atmosphere is very Disney-like— while the
Disney Castle is missing, you’ll be greeted at
the entrance with mock-ups of St. Basil's
Cathedral, the Hagia Sophia and what

appears to be a giant wall-mural of a Tuscan

Everland. Korea's largest amusement park

village.

Also like Disneyland, there’s stuff for big
people to do, too. Fancy a round of golf?
Try the Glen Ross Golf Club se!sLA5=3ii;
but be forewarned—at 220,000 won on a
weekend, green fees tend to be steeper than
elsewhere, outside of perhaps Japan or the
most exclusive clubs. If you're a race fan,
Everland Speedway
(currently under reconstruction) is Korea’s
best raceway. It even provides classes for
aspiring Mario Andrettis of the world to
earn their racing licenses. Car nuts will also
appreciate the nearby Samsung
Transportation Museum A
shuttle bus service takes you throughout the
entire complex.

© 9:30 am to 10 pm (subject to change,
depending on season) ¢ For adults, it's 31,000
won for a single-entry pass (23,000 won for
children). A day pass will run you 38,000 won
(29,000 won for children). Day tickets to
Caribbean Bay are 35,000 won (adults) and
27,000 won (children). There is discounted
admission for post-5 pm admission. @The
fastest way to get to Everland is by Bus No.
5002 from Exit 6 of Gangnam Station, Line 2 (1
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hr). There are also buses from Seoul National
University of Education and Sadang Stations, as
well as Suwon Station. If going there from
Korean Folk Village, take Bus No. 10-5 from the
parking lot front. ® 031-320-5000 6 www.
everland.com

Ho-Am Art Museum

& Hee Won Garden

Also part of Samsung’s Yongin fiefdom, the
Ho-Am Art Museum really deserves
separate mention. The largest private
museum in Korea, it is undoubtedly one of
the world’s finest collections of Korean art.
The museum houses the private collection
of the late Samsung founder, Lee Byung-
chul, and includes several pieces that were
designated as national treasures by the
Korean government.

The art collection aside, the museum is
worth visiting for the setting alone. Spread
in front of the museum is the splendor of
Hee Won Garden, one of the most
spectacular examples of Korean traditional
garden design anywhere. Korean gardens
are designed to appear as natural as
possible —the human touches are
unassuming yet brilliant in the way they
blend harmoniously with the natural
environment. A Silla-era stone pagoda here,
a Goryeo-era Buddhist relief there—even
the garden ornaments are precious cultural
properties. The mountains and nearby lake
are as much a part of the garden as the
picturesque lotus pond. You can spend

Beautiful Hee Won Garden

hours here contently doing absolutely
nothing but relaxing, listening to the sound
of the wind and running water.
Overlooking the garden atop stone terraces
that blend in with the surroundings are the
museum hall and a pleasant teahouse where
you can enjoy a cool beverage.

If you manage to momentarily free
yourself from the garden’s mesmerizing
tranquility, the museum itself is home to a
vast collection of metalwork, Buddhist art,
paintings and ceramics dating from the pre-
historic period to the Joseon era.

© 10amto 6 pm *» 4,000 won @ Free shuttle
bus service will take you to the museum from
the ticket booth area of Everland (10 am to 4
pm, departs hourly except at noon) ® 031-320-
1801-2 6 http://hoam.samsung.foundation.org

Everland has its obligatory restaurants and eateries, including international eats. The
atmosphere is a bit on the young side, though. Out of the way, but very popular, is Sansarang
tw tf (031-263-6080, www.sansalang.co.kr), atranquil spot at the foot of a mountain serving

Sannamul jeongsik
14,000 won a person.

S-Y(mountain vegetables, soup and rice served in a stone pot) for

Almost always done as a daytrip from Seoul. If you'd like to combine your trip with a bit of
skiing/snowboarding, though, the nearby Yangji Pine Resort ';x|n|°Ne + (031-338-2001, www.
pineresort.com) has rooms for about 300,000 won a night, but more importantly, it also has

six ski slopes, rated beginner to advanced.


http://hoam.samsung.foundation.org
http://www.sansalang.co.kr
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NAMHANSANSEONG FORTRESS

Namhansanseong Fortress is a picturesque mountain fortress that rings the
hilltops overlooking the Seoul suburb of Bundang. The nearly 12 km of walls
and gates, surrounded by richly forested hillsides, were built in the 17th century
(and greatly rebuilt and restored in the 20th century), and contain temples,
shrines and even a temporary palace for use by the king. The walls provide
breathtaking views of the city of Seoul, especially from the West Gate Al°, from
where sunsets and night views are particularly inspiring.

In addition to its scenic beauty, Namhansanseong is also famous for being the
site of one the most humiliating defeats in Korean history (see next page).

The fortress is now a provincial park with well-maintained hiking paths to all
points of interest. If you'd like to circumnavigate the walls, expect to set aside
about three to four hours. There are tons of restaurants in front of the South
Gate so don’t worry about sustenance.

View of Seoul from Namhansanseong Fortress
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SURRENDER AT NAMHANSANSEONG FORTRESS

Historically, the fortress is most famous for a dramatic siege that took place here in
1636. The Manchus, then in the midst of a war against China’s Ming Dynasty, had
invaded Korea after the court of King Injo rebuffed Manchu demands for recognition.
The invaders, a motley crew of Manchu and Mongolian warriors, quickly dashed down
the peninsula while Injo and his court retreated to safety of Namhansanseong
Fortress. A massive Manchu force—personally led by Manchu leader Hong Taiji, the
founder of China’s Qing Dynasty—Ilaid siege to the fortress which was defended by
just a handful of Koreans. Despite the enemy’s overwhelming numbers, the defenders
held out bravely for 45 days before news came that the island of Ganghwado, where
the royal family had taken refuge, had fallen, and Injo’s queen, consorts and children
were now captive. Injo decided to surrender but Hong Taiji, looking to make a point,
demanded Injo surrender in person. Injo, the Crown Prince and a party of retainers left
the fortress and headed to an altar on the south bank of the frozen Hangang River
where Injo kowtowed to Hong, signaling Korea’s submission to the Qing.

West Gate (left), Sueojangdae, the fortress's old command post

Most people take the subway to Sanseong Station (Line 8), then Bus No. 9 from Exit 2 of the
station to the fortress’s South Gate. The bus ride takes about 20 minutes. Another option is to
take Line 5to Macheon Station, from which a hiking path to the West Gate of the fortress
starts. The hike to the gate takes about an hour.
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ICHEON °IS

For half a millennium, Korea’s finest ceramics have come from the kilns of
Icheon, a small town about an hour southeast of Seoul in the province of
Gyeonggi-do. Indeed, they still do — Icheon is home to about 300 active ceramics
producers and 40 traditional firewood kilns that keep the region’s time-honored
artistic traditions alive. Here, amidst the plentiful wood and clay, artisans churn
out beautiful works of art that are as functional as they are eye-pleasing.

In addition to producing wonderful ceramics, Icheon is also one of Korea’s
most fertile regions; its local cuisine is accordingly first-rate. Finish up a day of
ceramic shopping with a meal at one of the town’s many restaurants specializing
in ssalbap jeongsik an exquisite table d’hote of rice, soup, meat and 20 or
so side dishes—it’s literally fit for a king.

Icheon Ceramics Village °12EX17|0®
Today, most of Icheon’s ceramic producers
are located in the rural hamlet of Sindun-
myeon Y59, a short taxi ride from Icheon’s
express bus terminal. The producers have
largely gathered in two “potters’ villages,”
or dJyEdeOH!—one in Sindun-myeon
proper and the other in a valley called

Sagimakgol. Both are similar—dozens of

studios and shops where you can spend
days going through the beautiful wares,
which include priceless vases and daily
items like cups, plates and spoons—all
works of art. The artisans are often
manning the shops, so if you'd like to talk
to the artist, there’s plenty of opportunity to
do so (assuming you speak some Korean).

Both areas have traditional wood-burning

Icheon Ceramics Festival celebrates the town's proud pottery heritage.
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ICHEON CERAMICS FESTIVAL

The best time of year to come to Icheon
is from late April to late May when the
town is in the midst of the month-long
Icheon Ceramics Festival. This

kilns for good measure.

Classes are also offered for those who'd
like to try their hand at pottery. One such
place in Sagimakgol is Duseong Doye Gyosil
spSE.otU2*J (031-632-0130), with hands-on

programs that begin at 20,000 won. celebration of the town’s proudest
artistic tradition, going strong since

Haegang Ceramics Museum 1987, brings people from all over to see

5LUYEXp|O|d@ and purchase the wares, enjoy hands-

on experiences and take in the many
cultural performances on hand.
www.ceramic.or.kr

Haegang Ceramics Museum, located not
far from the ceramics villages in Sindun-
myeon, was founded in 1990 by the late
“Haegang” Yoo Kun-hyung, a ceramics
master who dedicated his life to
rediscovering Korea’s proud Goryeo
celadon tradition. The museum is a good
place to learn about Korea’s ceramic history
as well as to appreciate the beautiful
collection of work.

© 031-634-2266-7 6 www.haegang.org

THE BEAUTY OF JOSEON CERAMICS

While Korean ceramics date back to prehistory, their golden age was the joseon era
when ceramics became Korea’s most beloved art form. The artisans of the previous
dynasty, the Buddhist Goryeo Kingdom (918-1392), produced intricate porcelains
renowned for their beautiful celadon glaze. With the overthrow of Goryeo by the neo-
Confucian founders of the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910), the ornate celadon styles fell
out of favor. Taking their place was baekja, or joseon white porcelain. These wares,
pure white in color and almost completely unadorned, better reflected the simpler,
austere tastes ofthe times.

The Icheon region, along with the neighboring towns ofYeoju °1' and Gwangju
became the center ofthe Joseon ceramics industry. This was partly thanks to the
area’s rich supply of kaolinite, or china clay. It also helped that the region was
blessed with a good supply of water and wood as well as, perhaps most importantly,
easy transport access to the royal capital of Seoul.

Toward the end ofthe Joseon era, a flood of cheaper foreign-produced ceramics
and, later, imperial pressure led to adecline in Icheon’s ceramics industry. Since
Liberation in 1945, however, the kilns have been burning bright again as artisans
gather in the region’s valleys not only to keep alive the traditions of the past, but also
to put their own spin on the ancient craft and share their knowledge with the public.


http://www.haegang.org
http://www.ceramic.or.kr
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Silleuksa Temple & Mok-A Museum

Just to the east of Icheon is the small town of Yeoju which, like Icheon, is known for its age-
old ceramics tradition. A short bus ride from “downtown” Yeoju brings you to the stunning
Buddhist temple of Silleuksa. While most Korean temples are located on remote
mountainsides, Silleuksa was instead built riverside with beautiful views of the
Namhangang River.

The temple is believed to have been founded in the Silla era, and underwent its last major
renovation at the beginning of the 18th century. In 1473, it received the honor of being
named the supervisory temple for the tomb of King Sejong the Great, who was buried
nearby. The precinct boasts of numerous treasures, the most impressive of which may be its
Goryeo-era seven-story brick pagoda, a rarity in a country where most pagoda are built of
stone. Be sure to check out some of the other beautiful pieces of masonry, too, including
some memorial steles, an impressive stone lantern, a granite pagoda and an early Joseon
Dynasty wooden hall dedicated to three great historic monks. Silleuksa’s most picturesque
site, however, is the simple pavilion and stone pagoda built on a granite slab overlooking
directly the Namhangang River. The sunsets here are worth the visit.

It’s good to combine a visit to Silleuksa with a visit to Mok-A Museum, founded by
Korean traditional woodcraft artist Park Chan-su in 1993 as a repository for Buddhist art.
There are some impressive indoor and outdoor displays; the woodcraft is especially inspiring.

© Mok-A Museum 9 am to 5 pm (Nov to Feb), 9 am to 6 pm (Mar to Oct) ® Silleuksa 031-885-2505
Mok-A Museum 031-885-9952 & Silleuksa 2,200 won, Mok-A Museum 5,000 won ® From Icheon.
take a bus for Yeoju (30 min). From Yeoju, take one of the frequent buses to Silleuksa from in front of
Yeoju Bus Terminal (10 min). To get to Mok-A Museum, take a bus or taxi from in front of Silleuka (5
min). You could also take a taxi from Yeoju Bus Terminal to Silleuksa for about 5,000 won. From Seoul,
buses to Yeoju depart from Dong Seoul Terminal and Express Bus Terminal (1 hrs 20 min).



Q -rti

a7

wh*tto
ET

T, 03T

Incheon & Gyeonggi-do 215

0 Haegang Ceramics Museum
0 Imgeumnim Ssalbapjip

Mt. Seolboi

0 Youngwolam

In the popular consciousness, Icheon is
associated with two things-ceramics and
ssalbap or rice. Icheon rice, in fact,
was of such high quality that it was found
atop the king’s dinner table during the
Joseon era. Simply put, this is a fertile
area with good food.

Icheon’s gift to Korea’s culinary
landscape is ssalbapjip YYY, restaurants
that specialize in Icheon-style jeongsik.
jeongsik or table d’hote, will differ
slightly from place to place and in Icheon it generally consists of rice in a stone pot, meat,
crab seasoned with soy sauce, a soup and an array of countless side dishes. It's as appealing
visually as it is to the taste buds.

The area around Sindun-myeon—indeed, everywhere in Icheon—is full of places to have
ssalbap jeongsik, and regularly attracts Seoulites in search of a good meal. The most famous
of these restaurants is Imgeumnim Ssalbapjip (031-6320-3626) in Sindun-myeon.
Locals, however, recommend Taepyeong Seongdae (031-638-8088), a massive place
just across from the Sagimakgol Village that seems to be doing a roaring trade.

Highly recommended for a very pleasant culinary experience is Deokjegung 9[3 (031-634-
4811), an exquisitely appointed hanok-sty\e restaurant located on a quiet hillside just off the
road in Sindun-myeon. Dining areas are private, entered through Korean-style wood and paper
doors—the peaceful, dignified atmosphere perfectly complements the outstanding cuisine.

Buses to Icheon depart from Seoul’'s Gangnam Express Bus Terminal-the trip takes about an
hour. Once you're in Icheon, most of the ceramics-related sites are a short taxi ride away from
bus termina'’- You may wish to take the taxi driver’s business card when you reach your
destination—to get to your next destination (or back to the bus terminal, for that matter), you
may have to call him again. This is all quite easy to do and makes getting around much easier,

especially if you’re carrying around a bag of newly purchased ceramics.
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YANGSU=-RI ° A |

About 50 km west of Seoul, Yangsu-ri— literally, “Town of Two Waters”—is but
a small village at the western extremity of the Gyeonggi-do county of
Yangpyeong. It owes its name to the fact that the Bukhangang and Namhangang
Rivers converge here to form the mighty Hangang River. Thanks to this strategic
location, it used to be a thriving commercial port in the days when wooden boats
plied Korea’s rivers laden with grain and wood. The construction of the nearby

Paldang Dam in the 1970s and the subsequent designation of the river area
as a “green belt” ended Yangsu-ri's days as an inland port, but its scenic beauty
and convenient placement on National Road No. 6 turned it into a popular

driving and date destination for Seoulites. The recent extension of the Seoul
subway’sJungang Line has made it even more accessible.

The most scenic spot in the town is a place called Dumulmeori " a pure
Korean translation of the Sino-Korean “Yangsu-ri” and, in fact, the name locals
use for the town. Located at the southern end of an island in the Bukhangang
River, the site overlooks the point where the two rivers merge. Marking the spot
is a grand 400-year-old zelkova tree that has shaded visitors here for centuries;

Early morning at Yangsu-ri



1. Old zelkova tree, Yangsu-ri 2. Jangdokdae Fountain, Semiwon 3. Lotus blossoms, Semiwon

you might recognize it as it has featured in countless ads and TV dramas. Floating
peacefully on the water are two yellow-sailed wooden boats—a common sight on
the river not so long ago—these are reconstructions crafted by Kim Gwi-seong,
Korea’s only remaining builder of Korean traditional sailboats.

The best time to visit is about an hour before sunrise, especially in spring and
autumn when the big gap between nighttime and daytime temperatures gives rise
to a cover of mist and fog over the river.

Just across from Dumulmeori on the “mainland” is a pleasant garden called
Semiwon which takes its name from the old saying, “When you see water,
wash your mind, and when you see flowers, beautify your heart.” In addition to
being a place of relaxation, it is also an exercise in natural water purification
thanks to the garden’s many aquatic plants. The garden is most famous for its
paddies of lotus flowers which are best seen from early June to early August.
Admission is 3,000 won but you receive a voucher redeemable for 3,000 won’s
worth of local agricultural goods.

Sujongsa Temple

Dumulmeori is where you can appreciate
the scenery from up close. To get a bird’s-
eye view of the surroundings, head to
Sujongsa, a Buddhist temple located high
on Mt. Ungilsan a peak overlooking

Yangsu-ri. It takes about an hour to hike

from the bottom of the mountain to the
temple (if you're lucky, a passing car might
offer you a ride), but it’s more than
rewarding.

Sujongsa dates from 1459. It is said that
King Sejo (r. 1455-1468) was returning

from the Geumgangsan Mountains when he



stopped in Yangsu-ri to spend the night. As
he was enjoying the evening scenery, he
thought he heard the sound ofa bellon Mt.
Ungilsan. He sent men to investigate; they
found a cave, the site of an old temple
where water dripping from a crack
produced the bell-like sound. The king
ordered to be built on the spot a new
temple which he named Sujongsa or “Water
Bell Temple.”

The temple is not particularly large,
although it does have a couple of old
pagodas and a stone stupa from the Joseon
era. What people come here for, however, is
the view and the tea. From the courtyard,
visitors are treated to a panoramic view of
Yangsu-ri, the rivers, Lake Paldangho
and the surrounding mountains. The best
view, however, can be had through the
window of the Samjeongheon a small
teahouse located in the temple itself where
visitors are served complimentary cups of
green tea. Tea lovers have long praised the
green tea boiled from the waters of Yangsu-

ri; the great Joseon scholar Jeong Yak-yong

NIGHTTRAIN

The first train to Yangsu-ri departs from
Yongsan Station, Jungang Line i, at 5:13
am; depending on the time of year, this
may not get you there in time to see the
sunrise. You might consider taking the
last train to Yangsu-ri from Yongsan
Station at 11:15 Pm the night before and
either staying at an inn or waiting in a
PC room until dawn breaks.

(see p203) who was born and died at the
foot of Mt. Ungilsan, was mad for the
drink. It becomes much tastier, however, as
you gaze from the Samjeongheon at the
vista unfolding below you.

Because of Mt. Ungilsan’s popularity as a
hiking destination, Sujongsa gets more than
its fair share of visitors, and because of this
it can get a bit too noisy for the monks’
liking. When you visit, be courteous and
keep your voice down and, when you have
your tea, take it with the meditative spirit

of the milieu.
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Being a popular getaway spot for Seoulites, there are a good many restaurants in and around
Yangsu-ri. Giwajip Sundubu (031-576-9009), located in a hanok on the Namyangju Y

side of the river, is famous for its variety of soybean dishes, especially tofu. Also well-
regarded is Jugyeojuneun Dongchimiguksu (“Dongchimi Noodles That Will
Knock You Dead”) which serves noodles in a cold kimchi broth (031-576-4070). There are a ton
of cafes in Yangsu-ri, too. A good one is Godang (031-576-8090), a hanok establishment
serving great coffee brewed from beans they roast daily.

Yangsuri is most often visited as a daytrip from Seoul, but there are a couple of really nice
nearby hotels worth mention. House of the Mind Y (031-773-2210, http://mindhome.
co.kr [KRD is a masterfully designed complex of six concrete homes that blend in harmoniously
with the sublime natural surroundings of Yangpyeong. Ifyou like spectacular architecture in
beautiful locations, this is your place. Rooms begin at 200,000 won winter and mid-summer
peak seasons (including breakfast). Rooms come with outdoor barbecue facilities, too.
Equally spectacular is Over the Mountain sutcjaigB (031-585-7575, http://overthemountain.
co.kr), located in the mountains a bit further up the river in Gapyeong. Its concrete units take
advantage of the beautiful mountain landscape, with open glass walls providing unobstructed
views. Rooms have private outdoor spas, and there’s a swimming pool, too. Pick-up service
provided from Cheongpyeong Station. Both hotels are even more lovely in rainy and foggy weather.

Yangsu-ri is easily reached from Seoul via the Jungang Line-just get off at Yangsu Station.
The trip takes between 45 minutes and an hour from Seoul, depending on where you embark.
From Yangsu Station, it's a 20 minute walk across a bridge and along a pleasant riverside
walking path to reach Dumulmeori. If you’re planning to visit Sujongsa first, however, you
want to get off at Ungilsan Station rather than Yangsu Station.


http://mindhome
http://overthemountain
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JOSEON ROYALTOMBS

In 2009, UNESCO designated Korea’s Joseon Dynasty royal tombs World
Heritage sites. And for good reason—the tombs account for the entire lineage of
the Joseon Kingdom, from King Taejo (r. 1392-1398) to Emperor Sunjong (r.
1907-1910). Easily accessible from Seoul, the tombs are exquisite examples of
Korean landscaping and provide visitors with insight into the history and
worldview of the Confucian-inspired dynasty of Joseon.

Characteristics of Joseon Royal Tombs

The majority of the 40 Joseon royal tombs are located between 10 to 100 ri (4 to
40 km) from Gyeongbokgung Palace, some in Seoul itself but mostly in
Gyeonggi-do. The location and arrangement of the tombs are highly informed by
Confucianism and feng shui. In accordance with Confucian etiquette, each tomb
is divided into three spaces: an entrance, usually marked by a simple red gate and
a stone bridge; a place to conduct rites, usually a T-shaped Korean-style hall; and
the burial spot itself, with the grave and stone monuments. The burial grounds
are typically located on hillsides with mountains to their rear for protection and
streams nearby to let energy flow. Much care went into the surrounding
landscapes: tombs are usually surrounded by splendid forests of pine and oaks.

Intricate stonework at Seonjeongneung Tomb. Samseong-dong, Seoul



DonggureungTomb Complex
(Guri

The largest of the Joseon tomb clusters,

Gyeonggi-do)

Donggureung is the final resting place of
seven kings and 10 queens, including the
founder of the Joseon Dynasty, King Taejo
(r. 1392-1398). The tomb of King Seonjo
(r. 1567-1608) is particularly grand while
King Taejo’s tomb is unique as it is covered
in rushes from the northern Korean town of
Hamheung, Taejo’s hometown.

© 6 am to 6:30 pm (Mar-Oct), 6 am to 5:30 pm
(Nov-Feb). Ticket sales stop 1 hour prior to
closing. Closed Mondays. 1,000 won W Take
Bus No. 1-1 or 9-2 from Gangbyeon Station.
Line 2 and get off at Donggureung (40 min).

Seonjeongneung
(Samseong-dong Seoul)

The burial place of King Seongjong (r.
1469-1494) and King Jungjong (r. 1506-
1544), Seonjeongneung is today located in
the heart of one of Seoul's busiest
commercial districts. The visual contrast
between the tombs and the surrounding
urban landscape is striking. Despite the
location, the site is surrounded by rich
forests and is quite tranquil, making it an
excellent urban park.

© 6 amto 9 pm (Mar-Oct), 6:30 am to 9 pm
(Nov-Feb). Ticket sales stop 1 hour prior to
closing. Closed Mondays. 1,000 won B Exit
8 to Seolleung Station, Line 2.

Taereung HS
(Gongneung-dong Seoul)

Also located in Seoul, this tomb belongs to
one of Korean history’s most powerful
queens, Queen Munjeong, who served as
the virtual ruler of Korea throughout much
of the mid-16th century as regent to her
son, the young King Myeongjong (r. 1545-
1567), who is also buried at the site.

© 9 amto 6:30 pm (Mar-Oct), 9 am to 5:30 pm
(Nov-Feb). Ticket sales stop 1 hour prior to
closing. Closed Mondays d i 1,000 won

0 Exit 7 of Taereung Station, Line 6 and 7, and
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take Bus No. 1155 or 1156 to Taereung
Gongneung (10 min).

Gwangneung SS
(Namyangju Gyeonggi-do)

Located in one of Korea’s most beautiful
forests (which is also home to Gwangneung
National Arboretum Gwang-
neung is the tomb of King Sejo, one of the
dynasty’s most energetic kings. This is a
particularly beautiful place to visit in
autumn when it can be combined with a
visit to the arboretum for which you’d
better make advance reservation.

© 9 am to 6:30 pm (Mar-Oct), 9 am to 5:30 pm
(Nov-Feb). Ticket sales stop 1 hour prior to
closing. Closed Mondays, ¢ 1,000 won 0 Take
Bus No. 7-5, 7-8 or 707 from Cheongnyangni
Station to Gwangneungnae (40 min). From
there, switch to Bus No. 21 and get off at
Gwangneung.

Hongneung AS & Yureung
(Namyangju Gyeonggi-do)

These two tombs are unique in that they
are the burial places of emperors: Emperor
1863-1907) and Emperor
1907-1910) of the Daehan

Empire, along with their queen consorts. As

Gojong (r.
Sunjong (r.

befitting an emperor’s resting place, the
tombs are modeled on the Xiaoling Tomb,
the burial place of Emperor Hongwu, the
founder of China’s Ming Dynasty. Unlike
Korea’s other royal tombs where the stone
guardians and animals are located just in
front of the burial mound, here they are
located along the path to the rites pavilions.
The pavilions themselves have been turned
into grand, palatial structures with the
masonry exhibiting a distinctively foreign
influence as the tombs were built when
Korea was a Japanese colony.

© 9 am to 6:40 pm (Mar-Oct), 9 am to 5:30 pm
(Nov-Feb). Ticket sales stop 1 hour prior to
closing. Closed Mondays, 1,000 won 0 Take
Bus No. 9202, 30, 330-1, 765 or 9205 from
Cheongnyangni Station and get off at the tombs
(40 min).






GANGWON-DO

HIGHLIGHTS

* Relax and enjoy the local cuisine in the charming
lakeside town of Chuncheon

* Hike the breathtaking mountainous expanses of
Seoraksan National Park and experience some of
Korea’s most fantastic peaks

* Getin touch with your spiritual side at the beautiful
Buddhist temples of Odaesan National Park

* Take the overnight train from Seoul to the East
Coast village of Jeongdongjin, home to Korea’s most
romantic sunrise

* Get subterranean in the surreal limestone caves of
Samcheok

« Visit the sobering Korean War ruins atthe DMZ
town of Cheorwon
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LAND OF MOUNTAINS & SEA

Korea’s most mountainous province, Gangwon-do, is also the
country’s most beautiful. This is a land of high, craggy peaks,
deep valleys, rushing rivers, and small towns and villages
wedged into what little space is left. The Taebaeksan
Mountain Range which forms the backbone of the Korean
Peninsula comprises much ofthe province and is its defining
geographical feature. Much ofthe population lives along the
narrow strip that runs along the East Sea coast.

The spectacular peaks of Mt. Seoraksan National Park are the
biggest draw but hidden in the mountains are countless
temples, gorges, caves and other scenic spots. The coastal city
of Gangneung is home to a rich cultural heritage and one of
Korea’s most popularsummertime destinations. The northern
frontier, which runs along the DMZ, is also worth exploring for

its Korean War ruins.

Chuam Beach, Donghae



famed redwood rows of Namiseom Island
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CHUNCHEON

Nestled in the rugged snow-capped peaks of the province of Gangwon-do, the warm
and inviting provincial capital of Chuncheon is a land of mountains, lakes and rivers.
Thanks to recently upgraded rail and road links, it gives world-weary Seoulites a
place to escape the urban jungle for a day or two to rejuvenate amidst beautiful
scenery and enjoy some good food before returning once again to the daily grind.

lavnnt Chuncheon sits on a large lake, as you’ll no doubt notice as your train pulls

* into Chuncheon Station. Not so long ago, Chuncheon was known as a city of
mountains. In addition to mountains, however, the town was blessed with fast flowing
rivers, a blessing not unnoticed by civil engineers who, starting in the 60s, proceeded to
build some of Asia’s largest dams and hydroelectric plants here. This turned Chuncheon
from a mountain railway junction to a city of man-made lakes. Today, the city is
surrounded by Uiamho Lake to the west, Chuncheonho Lake to the north and, further
east, the massive Soyangho Lake, which is so large as to almost qualify as an inland sea.
Home to numerous resort islands including Namiseom lIsland, lungdo Island (ofwhich
there are actually two) and Wido Island the lakes provide visitors with plenty of water
sport activities in the summer months and beautiful vistas in winter. Downtown
Chuncheon, which sits on Lake Uiamho, is a relatively large provincial capital and a major
educational center with several universities. It's a pleasant enough place to walk around
and, although by Korean standards it’s relatively new, it does have a few historical sites of
interest including a number of Korean War memorials and two Catholic churches founded
by Irish missionaries in the mid-20th century.

h\Mi_ Seokryongsan 0 Cheongpyeongsa Temple
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Chuncheon Sin

Winter Sonata

Location

Namiseom lIsland
Naminara Hoi



Namiseom Island (left), Namiseom Zip Wire

Namiseom Island Y°14

The most famous of Chuncheon’s islands is
Namiseom, located about 30 minutes
southwest of downtown Chuncheon.
Namiseom is a scenic island of tree-lined
walking paths that are especially beautiful
when the snow falls in winter. One
redwood-lined path is particularly famous
as a film set in the popular Korean mini-
series Winter Sonata (see below).

The natural surroundings here are
absolutely beautiful, and much effort has
been put into preserving the island’s
environment—you’ll find no telephone
polls, for instance. Namiseom is also home
to one of the region’s nicer places to stay,
the beautiful Naminara Hotel (see p232).

B To reach Namiseom, it's best to get off the train
at Gapyeong Station and taxi it to the ferry pier—
there are frequent ferries from 7:30 am to 9:40 pm.

WINTER SONATA

NAMISEOM ZiP W IRE

If ferries aren’t your thing, there’s
another way to get to Namiseom —by
air! Near the ferry dock you’ll notice a
high metal tower. This is the tower for
the Namiseom Zip Wire which uses
pulleys suspended on an inclined cable
to transport you across the river to the
island using gravity. It's an exhilarating
experience-the ride begins at 8o m
high, and brings you 940 m across the
river at speeds of 60-80 km per hour
(1-1.5 min).

You can also take the Zip Wire to
nearby Jaraseom Island, the venue for
autumn’s Jaraseom International Jazz
Festival. Admission is 38,000 won
(includes Namiseom entrance and boat
fare back).

BBS!

Chuncheon has become something of a pilgrimage site
for fans of the Korean TV mini-series WinterSonata,
which set Asia—Japan in particular—ablaze after it
debuted in 2002. Throughout Chuncheon, you’ll find
signs and banners—usually in Japanese—marking
the various locations that appeared in the drama.
These include the lakeside area, Myeong-dong
alley and, most prominently, Namiseom Island,
where there’s an actual statue of the show's two
stars, Bae Yong-joon and Choi Ji-woo.



Jungdo Island

Most people come to Chuncheon for the
lakeside scenery. Jungdo Island— actually,
three islands—is a pleasant resort area
within easy reach of downtown. The
islands are home to grass fields, walking
and biking paths, camp grounds (1,500
won a night), picnic areas, a pool and other
leisure facilities. Bike and electric bike
rentals available. There are some wood
cabins available for rent, too, at 55,000
won a night (peak season).

A 5,300 won (1,300 entry, plus 4,000 ferry
charge). B ake a cab from Chuncheon Station
to the ferry dock near Hotel Bears.

War Memorials
Because of its strategic location, Chuncheon
is known as something of a military town.
Several large Korean bases ring the area,
and, until recently, there was also a sizable
US military base in the city across from
Chuncheon Station.
Along Uiamho Lake you’ll find
Peace Park 8 $59, a memorial to the Battle
of Chuncheon, fought at the very opening
of the Korean War on June 25, 1950. In the
battle, South Korean defenders badly
mauled a superior North Korean force,

Memorial Hall for Ethiopian Veterans

holding the invaders at bay and buying the
South Korean army valuable time.

One of the more intriguing war
memorials in Korea can be found along
Gongjicheon Stream 5*1?j. A large hall built
in the shape of three African huts marks the
Memorial Hall for Ethiopian Veterans of
the Korean War oflEianioiesgsgziHe, built
to honor the Ethiopian troops who were
sent to Korea in 1951 as part of the

Kagnew Battalion.

Jungnim-dong Cathedral sUSSS

A simple but beautiful stone church
completed in 1952, Jungnim-dong
Cathedral is the work of Irish Catholic
missionaries who served in this region of

Korea. In back of the church is a small

Jungnim-dong Cathedral, built by Irish missionaries around the time of the Korean War.
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cemetery that includes the graves of Irish
missionaries martyred by invading North
Korean troops in the early days of the
Korean War.

Nearby is architecturally interesting
Soyangno Catholic Church also
designed by Irish missionaries as a
memorial church for one of the martyred
Irish priests. Both churches have been

registered as national cultural properties.

Soyangho Lake
& Cheongpyeongsa Temple §3*1
A short bus ride (or 10,000 won taxi drive)
to the northeast will take you to Soyangho
Lake, a massive reservoir that actually
serves as a transport conduit in the
mountainous Korean interior. Because of its
size, the lake is often referred to as an
“inland sea.”

The lake is the creation of the Soyang
Dam ;
Asia. Built in 1973, the dam is an impressive

the largest rock-filled dam in

sight and the ride to the top—along a
winding road that runs up the side of a
scenic gorge—is breathtaking. The dam’s
massive sluice gates look like they’d put on
quite a show if opened, but don’t count on

Uiamho Lake

Cheongpyeongsa Temple

it happening during your visit—the gates
have been opened only seven times since the
dam was built. The dam is surrounded by
numerous restaurants and a cafe with views
of the lake. A wintertime specialty is icefish
tempura—grab a bag for 10,000 won.

If you're so inclined, you can take a boat
from the dam to the town of Yanggu in
the heart of Gangwon-do. When water
levels permit, you can even travel by lake
all the way to Inje ¥” 1and the spectacular
Seoraksan National Park (see
p239)—the trip takes about three hours.

If you don’t have the time or you're
looking for something more relaxing, take
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JARASUM INTERNATIONAL

. JAZZ FESTIVAL
won. Cheongpyeongsa Temple is one of
Chuncheon’s most famous tourist Held in the mountainous resort area of
Gapyeong, Jarasum International Jazz
Festival (www.jarasumjazz.com) is one
of Korea's most enjoyable musical
evevts. The festival, held every October,
manages to lure big-name jazz groups

the 10 minute boat ride to Cheongpyeongsa
Temple—a roundtrip ticket is only 5,000

attractions. While it’s not one of Korea’s
biggest temples nor is it particularly
architecturally significant, it is quite
remote, requiring a boat ride and a 4 km

walk to reach. In winter, be sure to bundle from Korea and abroad for four days of
up because it can get quite cold. The path music amid Gapyeong’s beautiful
to the temple follows a mountain stream mountains and rivers. In fact, outdoor
with a beautiful waterfall. activities are part of the draw—water
The front gate of the temple is registered sport fans will love it. Visitors can get a
as Treasure No. 164. Isolated high in the bird's eye view of the surroundings via
mountains of this remote part of Korea, hot air balloons prepared specially for
. , the festival.
you really do feel as if you've entered a (BThe venue is a 15-minute walk from
new world. Have 1,000 won handy to pay Gapyeong Station on the Seoul—
the entrance fee. If you're feeling hungry, Chuncheon Line.
there are several restaurants along the path
to the temple.
THE TRAIN TO CHUNCHEON LmsS ** 1

Until December 2010, most people got to Chuncheon from Seoul by train. This used to be
one of Korea’s most romantic train treks-the train would chug along the Bukhangang
River amidst splendid mountain scenery. In the early morning hours, the river and
reservoirs (resulting from large dams) are shrouded in fog—a beautiful sight it was.

In December 2010, the existing train line was replaced by a rapid transit line that
essentially integrated Chuncheon into Seoul’s subway line. This has greatly facilitated
travel to Chuncheon by cutting down time and expense, but for those who remember
the old train, the trip has lost a touch of romance. The scenery out the window is still
beautiful, though, even if it passes by at a faster pace.

On the way to Chuncheon you’ll stop in a couple of small Korean resort towns
including Gapyeong 7IS, Cheongpyeong SS and Gangchon b'é. in the summer months,
these towns bristle with tourists and students who flock here to enjoy water sports. In
winter, people come to take in the scenery and enjoy a cup of coffee at one of the
many picturesque cafes.

If you’re not on a schedule—and here, you shouldn’t be—it is worth getting off the train
at one of these stops to have a drink, perhaps eat lunch and walk around a bit before
continuing your journey to Chuncheon (either by train or bus). Britons, Canadians,
Australians and New Zealanders with a taste for history will probably want to stop at
Gapyeong, the site ofthe Battle of Gapyeong in April, 1951 between Commonwealth
forces and the Chinese. Monuments to these brave troops can be found here.


http://www.jarasumjazz.com
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JAEC)
CHICKEN RIBS ALLEY

In the center of downtown Chuncheon not far from
Chuncheon City Hall is Myeong-dong 8-S, a
shopping street that resembles its more famous
Seoul cousin, albeit smaller and less crowded. On a
weekend, you'll find tons of young people—both
tourists and locals—strolling around, doing a bit of
window shopping and people watching.

The food highlight of Myeong-dong is Dak Galbi
Alley For many, in fact, this is the highlight
of coming to Chuncheon. Located in the alley are some 20 restaurants specializing in one
of Chuncheon's most famous contributions to Korean cuisine—Chuncheon dak galbi *
‘b'Yulor Chuncheon-style chicken ribs. You'll find restaurants serving this dish all over
Korea but nowhere will you find it as authentic-or as tasty-as you’ll find it here.

To make Chuncheon dak galbi, seasoned boneless chicken, vegetables, noodles, sweet
potato, rice cakes and other ingredients are pan-fried in a large steel pan at your table.
While you watch the food cook, you can talk with your friends over a shot of Korean
liquor, soju. If you like spicy dishes, this is one dish you’ll adore. After you've finished
the chicken, mix the remaining sauce and vegetables and fry them up with rice. A meal of
Chuncheon dak galbi is a great way to spend an evening and is bound to leave you
feeling warm-and quite full. A note, though-be sure to bring along at least one friend
because the dish isn’t served in solo portions.

Chuncheon'’s other specialty is makguksu, a buckwheat noodle dish served cold. For
this dish, try Saembat Makguksu (033-242-1702), one of Chuncheon’s best-
known eateries.

As a popular tourist destination, Chuncheon has a wide range of accommodations, including
the relatively upscale Chuncheon Sejong Hotel - (033-252-1191), Chuncheon Hotel
Bears SSneotxgasBi (033-256-2525) and Ladena Condominium B ceEowa (033-240-8000).
There are also plenty of cheaper motels and yeogwan as well. The key is to book early,
especially on a weekend, since rooms fill up fast.

One of the best places to stay in Chuncheon is the Naminara Hotel v on Namiseom.
Not only is the hotel surrounded by terrific scenery; the building itselfis a work of art—quite
literally. The hotel’'s rooms—done up in a variety of themes-have been decorated with the
works of noted artists, turning a night here into a cultural experience. A stay here is highly
recommended but do book early! On a weekend, a night in one of the “gallery" rooms will cost
99,000 won. Give them a call at 031-580-8000 or, if you read Korean or Japanese, visit their
homepage (www.namihotel.com).

Chuncheon is the eastern terminus of the Gyeongchun (Seoul-Chuncheon) commuter train
line. Trains depart from Seoul’'s Cheongnyangni Station (1 hr). Chuncheon Station is located in
the heart of Chuncheon, right on Uiamho Lake. Frequent buses to Chuncheon depart from
Seoul’s Dong Seoul Bus Terminal (1 hr 30 min). Chuncheon’s Express and Inter-city Bus
terminals are located in the southwest part of town, near Namchuncheon Station This
is where you’ll want to go to get to other parts of Gangwon-do and beyond. As the provincial
capital, Chuncheon is well connected to the rest of Gangwon-do, and makes a convenient and
pleasant base for exploration.


http://www.namihotel.com
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Not far from the border with North Korea, the East Sea fishing port of Sokcho is
best known as the gateway to Seoraksan National Park, considered by many to be
Korea’s most spectacular mountain park. The town itself is not large (around
90,000 people), but it is an important fishing port and the constant influx of
tourists gives it a surprisingly lively feel. Its dramatic location, wedged between the
East Sea and Mt. Seoraksan, make this a very pleasant place to spend a day or two.

Sokcho Town

Sokcho’s charms are more natural than
man-made. W ith the East Sea in the
foreground and Mt. Seoraksan
forming the backdrop, the city boasts some
fine scenery. O f particular scenic interest
are the town’s two large lagoons,
Yeongnangho Lake 8SS and Cheongchoho
Lake : which are popular local leisure
spots for jogging and walking. The later
was also the primary venue for the 1999

Gangwon International Tourism Expo, and
is where you’ll find the landmark Expo
Tower and a visually striking
commemorative hall. From the top of the
tower, visitors are provided panoramic
views of Cheongchoho, Sokcho and Mt.
Seoraksan. Don’t miss it.

Along the coast, you’'ll find a couple of
harbors used by the local fishing fleet,
including Dongmyeonghang Port SSl,1and
Daepohang Port Dongmyeonghang is

Mt. Seoraksan looms over Sokcho



N1 Sokcho Observatory
Yeonggeumjeong Pavilion
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Sokcho International
| Resort Seorak Passenger Terminal
(@) | Dancheong Sikdang
Jungang Market@ |Abai Sikdang

Hanok Vilage 0 0 Sokc*Museum

Cheongchoho Lake
0 Cheoksan Hot Spring

Sokcho Beach
Sokcho Dome

S*Yeonho Condominium

Geumo Seorak Resort Q Q sajo Resort

Ll Daepohang

Hotel Maremon 2 Porl
also where to go for the best sunrises in
town—look for the Yeonggeumjeong ExPo CRUISE TOUR
Pavilion 3én, two Korean-style pavilions From the Expo venue on Cheongchoho
atop a hillock overlooking the sea and on a Lake, you can take round-trip
wave-beaten rock in the sea itself (the latter sightseeing cruises to some nearby
attached to land via a pedestrian suspension coastal scenic spots. Round-trip trips

between Sokcho and Naksan take 90
minutes and cost 16,800 won. These
cruises are a pleasant way to take in the
spectacular local scenery.

bridge). There’s also a walking path
connecting the pavilions to a nearby
disused lighthouse that now serves as an
observatory. Again, the views back over the

city and the mountains are breathtaking.

Abai Village

One particular neighborhood of note is
Abai Village, located on a strip of land
between Cheongchoho Lake and the East
Sea. The fishing village was founded after
the Korean War by villagers who had fled
their homes in North Korea’'s Hamgyeong-

do region; most residents arc either the
Expo Tower



original founders or their descendants. The
village’s name, Abai, means “father” in the
dialect of Korean spoken in Hamgyeong-
do, and is a reference to both the origins of
the community and the large number of
elderly who call it home. The neighborhood
looks like it stepped straight out of a 70s
Korean TV drama (in fact, it was actually
used as the set of a popular 2000 drama,
Auturm in I\/L/I-bat), which lends it much
of its charm. A symbol of the village is the
hand-pulled ferry that connects the village
with downtown Sokcho: once the main
means of transport in and out of the village
prior to days before roads were built, you’ll
now find it often loaded with tourists. To
many Koreans, Abai Village is most famous
for its tasty sausages, Abai suke

Sokcho Beach

Sokcho Beach is a 2 km long strip of white
sand (of which only 450 m are open to the
public) backed by craggy pine trees. It’s not
quite as popular as Gyeongpodae (see p261),
Haeundae (see p592) or Daecheon (see
p379), but it still gets quite crowded during
the summer months. A popular nighttime

activity is to come here and light

Yeonggeumjeong Pavilions

fireworks—many of the convenience shops
around the beach sell them.

Cheoksan Hot Spring

In the western part of town is the Cheoksan
Hot Spring District, a collection of spas and
resort hotels with natural mineral rich
from 500 m
underground. The waters are said to be

spring water drawn
good for stress, neuralgia, arthritis and

geriatric diseases. See “Where to Stay” on

p237 more information.
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SOKCHO’S LOCAL CUISINE
Being a fishing port, you’ll be tripping
over fresh seafood restaurants. Indeed,
next to Mt. Seoraksan, raw fish is
probably Sokcho’s biggest tourist draw.
The bustling Jungang Market the
waterfront restaurants of Daepohang
s and the Raw Fish Center at
Dongmyeonghang fcSv.'OT-yes are good
places to score raw fish-a plate of
modeum-hoe (a plate of mixed raw
fish) will run you about 80,000-100,000 won. After your meal you can ask for the fish
bones and any leftovers to be boiled up in a spicy soup called maeuntang w ' for
20,000-25,000 won. Accompany your meal with a bottle of soju ' or cheongju m' (a
clear rice wine not unlike sake, the most popular commercial brand of which being
Cheong Ha*  Although not always a perfect indicator of quality, it's a good idea to
look for the busiest places-there’s got to be a reason everyone’s flocking there, right?
Another local specialty-and one blissfully not fish-related-is dak gangjeong ;,
fried chicken coated in a sweet and spicy sauce. Manseok Dakgangjeong (033-
632-4084) inside Jungang Market is the place to go for these, as evidenced by the long
line-ups in front of the joint. A box will cost you
15,000 won.
Finally, no discussion of Sokcho’s food scene would
be complete without mention ofsundae \ steamed
Korean blood sausage typically stuffed with noodles,
vegetables and bean curd. Abai Village is known for
its own particular variety of sundae, Abai sundae,
which uses as the sausage wrapper the thicker large
intestine ofthe pig rather than the thinner, more
commonly used small intestine, a recipe residents
brought with them from North Korea. Dipped in a
sauce of salted shrimp before eating and served with
a side of kimchi, it
makes for a good,
hearty meal. Give
Abai Sikdang ofaioi*- (033-635-5310) or Dancheong
Sikdang (033-632-7828) a try-a plate will cost
10,000-30,000 won, depending on size. These places
also do a variation on the sundae theme called ojingeo
sundae 2 ‘>  —gutted squid stuffed with noodles and
vegetables, steamed, sliced up and served.
Another local specialty is Hamheung-style
naengmyeon , a North Korean dish of cold
buckwheat noodles topped with hot sauce and sliced
fish. You can find places serving this dish in Abai Village.
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At the high end, Youngrangho Resort (033-633-0001) has a tower condo, villa-style
condos and a spectacular location on the side of Lake Yeongnangho. During the peak season
Cul 16-Aug 21), rooms begin at 220,000 won a night but rates come down significantly during
off-peak months. Hotel Maremons suQH&A (033-630-7000) is a luxury hotel overlooking the
sea near Daepohang; the upper floors offer panoramic views of the city and mountains.
Rooms begin at 230,000 won.

In the Cheoksan Hot Spring District, the Hyundai Soo Condominium (033-635-
9090) has comfortable rooms in pleasant surroundings beginning at 200,000 won a night-
check out its in-house bowling alley. Nearby, Seorak Pine Resort (033-635-5800) is

another major resort hotel with an indoor/outdoor spa and rooms beginning at 120,000 won a
night. The mother of all Sokcho spa resorts, however, is the Tuscan-style Hanwha Resort
Seorak Sorano

(033-635-7711), where rooms

begin at 274,000 won a night.

Seorak Sorano’s main draw is
Seorak Waterpia a spa/
theme park with avariety of pools
(including an artificial wave pool),
baths and slides using water drawn
from the Cheoksan Hot Spring-
fun for whole family. Seorak
Sorano also operates one of
Korea’s most scenic golf courses,
the Seorak Plaza Country Club * 8

where rental fees are
160,000 won for non-members on weekends.

For budget accommodation, The House Hostel (033-633-3477) by Sokcho Intercity
Bus Terminal is very popular with backpackers for its clean, basic rooms, eclectically
decorated communal lounge and friendly, English-speaking owner more than happy to give
you the low-down on Sokcho’s scenic spots. Rooms are 50,000 won in the peak season Out 2-
Aug 15) and fall to 30,000 won non-peak.

One ofthe more unusual places to stay is Sokcho Dome House = just on the other
side of the pine trees lining Sokcho Beach This pension consists of 21 single-room
domes, each with its own outside picnic table. Rooms go for 120,000 won a night (during
weekends and peak season of Jul i-Aug 31).

There are many accommodation options in front of Seoraksan National Park, at Osaek Hot
Springs 2 -4[££! and on Mt. Seoraksan itself. See the “ Seoraksan National Park” section for
more information.

From Seoul, buses to Sokcho depart from Dong Seoul Terminal and Seoul Express Bus
Terminal (3 hrs 10 min). From Busan, it’s a six hour trip. From Gangneung, it’s just an hour trip.
Be advised that Sokcho has two bus terminals, an Express Bus Terminal (with buses to Seoul
and Incheon) just south of Cheongchoho Lake and an Inter-city Bus Terminal (with buses
everywhere else) downtown, not far from Dongmyeonghang.
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S EORAKSAN NATIONAL PARK

Spread some 398 km2over three counties, Seoraksan National Park is Korea’s
most spectacular mountain park. Not terribly far from North Korea’s famous
Geumgangsan Mountains, which Koreans have lauded for their beauty for
centuries, Mt. Seoraksan (“Snow Crag Mountain") is a land of high granite
peaks sculpted by the elements into spectacular shapes, overlooking the white
capped expanses of the East Sea. Imagine the mythical landscapes of ancient
Korean and Chinese watercolor paintings and you’ll have a good idea of what
awaits you. It’s enchanting any time of year but especially so in autumn when the
hillsides are ablaze in hues of red and

gold, and winter when the park gss

becomes a glistening, snow-covered
wonderland. Home to 2,000 animal
species, including the endangered Amur
goral, and 1,400 rare plant species, the
park was designated a UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve in 1982.

Seoraksan National Park can be
divided into three sectors. Outer Seorak
£1-A (or Oeseorak) is the region of the
park closest to the sea and is the most
frequently visited part. The western
part of the park is called Inner Seorak LH
A (or Naeseorak), and is further
subdivided into North Inner Seorak and
South Inner Seorak. Inner Seorak is
more remote, less touristed, and more
natural. The park contains several peaks
over 1,200 m, including Daecheongbong
Peak UI9S (1,708 m), Korea’s third
highest.

In addition to its natural splendor,
the park is also home to two major
Buddhist temples, Sinheungsa and
Baekdamsa * 4

diThere is a 2,500 won entrance fee to the
national park.

SINGLE VS MULTI-DAY HIKES

Seoraksan National Park lends itself to
both single and multi-day hikes. Its
trails are extensive and well-
maintained, and there are mountain
huts strategically placed throughout the
park. If planning a multi-day hike,
however, it’s strongly recommended
that you pick up a map of the park from
one ofthe information centers (usually
located at the start of the trails).

Be warned that the mountain huts
operate on a first-come, first-served
basis and during the peak autumn
season they can fill up quick. Ifyou’re
planning to stay at Jungcheong Shelter
S"Llhu right below Daecheongbong
Peak, make a reservation at 033-672-
1708.

SEORAKSAN SUNRISE

The sunrise from Daecheongbong Peak
is truly awe-inspiring—the sun rising
over the East Sea, the clouds caught in
the valleys and craggy peaks below. To
do this, you'll probably need to spend
the night at one of the mountain huts
near the peak, preferably jungcheong
Shelter.
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W ith easy access from Sokcho, Outer
Seorak is the most visited part of Seoraksan
National Park. It’s also where most of the
really spectacular peaks are located. If
you’'re not athletically inclined, the easiest
way to enjoy the park is to take the cable
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village in front of the park entrance) and
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era fortification atop a 1,200 m high peak.
The 1.5 km cable car ride takes 30 minutes,
and from the top it’s another 20 minute
hike to the fortress. The views from the
fortress over the rest of the range, as well as
Sokcho and the East Sea, are pretty
dramatic.

Another popular and relatively easy
course is to follow the path from Seorak-
dong to the Biryong (“Flying Dragon”)
Falls This takes you past some of
the park’s most picturesque waterfalls,
including the six-tiered Yukdam (“Six
Pools”) Falls A£Ne5 and, finally, Biryong
Falls which is especially pretty in autumn.
The 2.4 km hike takes about two hours.
There is also a very difficult, somewhat
hazardous path from there that leads to the
towering Towangseong Falls a
three-tiered waterfall cascading some 320
m from the cliffs above, but due to its
dangerous nature it is closed to the public,
save for one day a year in winter when the

park hosts its annual ice climbing event.



A slightly harder but more rewarding
hike takes you from Seorak-dong to
Biseondae Cliffs via the Cheonbuldong
Valley the main valley of the park,
aptly named for the many craggy peaks and
cliffs that flank it and are said to resemble
1,000 statues of the Buddha. In autumn, the
dramatic white cliffs, red and gold forests
and cobalt sky do make for some
impressive visuals. The cliffs of Biseondae
(“ Flying Fairy Cliff” ) are so named because
they bring to mind Taoist fairies flying to
the heavens; Western visitors may liken it to
face of a great cathedral. The 3.6 km hike

to Biseondae takes about two hours. From



Towangseong Falls (left), Cheonbuldong Valley

there, it may be possible to continue hiking
the long path to the park’s highest peak,
Daecheongbong mSS, but park authorities
sometimes shut this route down to prevent
forest fires. At any rate, for beginning
hikers the easiest route to Daecheongbong
begins at the Hangyeryeong Pass
(reached by bus from Sokcho via a
spectacularly windy mountain road)— the
hike from the pass to Daecheongbong and
down again via the Cheonbuldong Valley
will take you about 12 hours.
Finally, there’s the path to Ulsanbawi 8Y
a magnificent, 4 km long granite spine.

The views from the top are jaw-dropping

Sunrise from Daecheongbong Peak



Buddha, Sinheungsa Temple (left), Stone cairns in the Baekdam Valley

but the final section of the 3.8 km hike is
not for the faint of heart—you must ascend
a steel staircase screwed into the sheer
granite cliffs. If you suffer from vertigo, you
may wish to consider a different hike.
Along the way, you’ll pass Gyejoam
Hermitage and, just in front of it,

(“Shaking Rock”), a

5 m high bolder balanced seemingly

Heundeulbawi

precariously on another large rock. With a
bit of effort you can rock it a bit, but if
it off the

mountain, good luck— millions have tried

you’'re thinking of rolling

before you and failed. Makes a nice photo,

though.

Sinheungsa Temple
Sinheungsa Temple is the primary temple of
Outer Seorak, and is a short walk from the
Seorak-dong entrance of the park. Founded
in AD 652, the temple occupies a lovely
location at the head of the main valley up
Seoraksan. It’'s home to a number of
historically important properties including
a three-story stone pagoda (Treasure No.
443) from the Unified Silla Era (668-935)
and a main hall dating from the 17th
century. Be sure to check out the temple’s
stupa garden where the stone monuments
ofthe temple’s greatest monks are gathered.
The most eye-catching part of the temple
is the 14.6 m tall bronze statue of a sitting
Buddha completed in 1997 after a decade

of fundraising. Erected as a prayer for
national reunification, the statue houses
three pieces of the remains of the cremated
Buddha that were donated by the
government of Myanmar,

g1 Bus No. 7 or7-1 from downtown Sokcho goes
to Seorak-dong, the tourist village in front of the
park entrance (30 min).

Inner Seorak
If Outer Seorak is defined by its jagged,
wind-carved peaks and granite cliffs, then
Inner Seorak is defined by its beautiful
natural valleys, relatively untouched by
man. Inner Seorak is itself divided into two
zones, a northern one centered on
Baekdamsa Temple and some of the other
northern valleys, and a southern one,
focused on the Osaek Springs

The most popular hike in this part of the
park is the 7 km walk from the Baekdam
Inform ation Center ASSSxiS-99 to
Baekdamsa Temple through the Baekdam
(“100 Pools”) Valley
bit long (one and a half to two hours), but

The walk is a

pretty easy, and the surrounding mountain
scenery is gorgeous. If you're not inspired
to walk or pressed for time, there’s a shuttle
bus to the temple, too. From Baekdamsa
Temple, it's another 4.7 km hike through
the scenic Suryeom-dong Valley to
Suryeom-dong Shelter passing
Yeongsiam Hermitage S-4S along the way.

At Suryeong-dong Shelter, you have a



Formerly a small hermitage. Baekdamsa is now a large temple and the gateway to Inner Seorak.

decision to make—return the way you
came, or press ahead and hike the 6 km
trail (about three hours) to Bongjeongam
Hermitage S32i through the Gugokdam
Valley one of most magnificent
stretches of trail in the entire park. In
autumn, the colors here are mind-blowing
and the path passes along a series of
beautiful waterfalls and pools. From
Bongjeongam Hermitage, it's another
roughly two hour hike to Daecheongbong
Peak, the highest peak in the park, but
unless you set out really early, this would
probably make it a two-day hike.
Fortunately, there are two well-appointed
mountain huts near the peak, Daecheong
Shelter (sleeps 120, 5,000 won a
night, 1,000 won for blanket rentals),
which is about 50 minutes away from the
peak on the path from Bongjeongam, and
Jungcheong Shelter SStHnUfc (sleeps 120,
8,000 won a night), which is right under
the peak itself. From Daecheongbong, you
could head back down to Baekdamsa or
descend through Outer Seorak via the

Cheonbuldong Valley.

Baekdamsa Temple

Founded in AD 647, Baekdamsa Temple
was once a small temple hidden deep in this
valley of Inner Seorak. Today, however, it is
a fairly large one, largely thanks to former
Korean president Chun Doo-hwan, who
lived here for nearly three years after
stepping down from power in 1988. Chun,
a general who came to power in a military
coup in 1979, came here to pay penance for
his misdeeds, not the least of which being
his brutal crackdown on pro-democracy
demonstrators in the city of Gwangju in
May of 1980 (see p443).

The temple’s other famous guest—of
whom it is most proud—was the early 20th
century Buddhist poet, social reformer and
independence activist Han Yong-un, who
was ordained here in 1905. While you're
here, be sure to see the temple’s beautiful
18th century wooden Buddha statue.

B From Sokcho Intercity Bus Terminal, take a
bus headed for Wontong ss and get off at
Yongdae-ri sma (30 min). From there, it's a 1 km
walk to the park entrance.



Daeseung Falls
& Jangsudae
Another scenic point worth checking out in
Inner Seorak is Daeseung Falls, one of
Korea’s three most famous waterfalls (the
other two being in North Korea). The
stream here cascades 88 m down a granite
cliff; an observation platform has been built
for better viewing. The waterfall is said to
have been a favorite resting spot of King
Gyeongsun (r. 927-935), the last king of
the Silla Kingdom.

The path to the waterfall begins at

a Korean hanok—sty\e

mountain villa built by a Korean Army

Jangsudae
general in 1959 to commemorate the
soldiers who perished in the brutal fighting
that took place in these mountains during
the Korean War. In the past, hikers could
spend the night here, but no longer. There’s
a rest stop for on supplies nearby, too.

If you so choose, continue hiking from

Daeseung Falls to Dacseungnyeong Pass
3 (1,210 m), and from there down the
colorfully named Sibiseonnyeotang (“ 12
Nymph Bathing Pools”) Valley tiQI-INSMB,
with its picturesque waterfalls and pools.

@From Sokcho Intercity Bus Terminal, take the
bus to Wontong (via Hangyeryeong Y”i1) and
get off at Jangsudae (1 hr 10 min). If you
descend via the Sibiseonnyeotang Valley, take
the bus back to Sokcho from the village of
Namgyo-ri titaai.

South Seorak

& Osaek Springs

The southern part of Inner Seorak is usually
regarded as a separate entity. The center of
this part of the park is Osaek (“Five
Colors”) Springs. “Springs” is meant in the
plural—there’s a hot spring and a cold
spring—with the cold spring a short walk
from the Osaek Ranger Station The
refreshing mineral water that springs up
from here is rich in iron, and the well itself
does have an iron red color. When drunk,
the water is said to help a number of
conditions including stomach problems
and—unsurprisingly, given the iron
content—anemia. The information board
also boasts that it can kill intestinal
parasites and that you can drink as much as
you like without getting a stomachache.
The name comes from the fact that the
water supposedly has “five tastes,”
although you might only detect the iron
taste. It is a slightly fizzy taste though, like
a carbonated beverage, thanks to its high
level of carbonic acid.

In the nearby village of Osaek-ri
you’ll find the hot springs. Here, the water
pipes up at a nice 42 degrees Celsius. As
you’ll find at most of Korea’s hot springs,
the waters here are generally enjoyed in
hotel
bathhouse of the pleasantly simple Sorak
Springs Motel tWSSa (033-672-2645) for

bathhouses. You can use the
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4,000 won or for free if you're a guest
(70,000 won peak season, 30,000 won
non-peak). A bit more upscale is Osaek
Green Yard Hotel (033-670-
1000), tries —not entirely

unsuccessfully—to emulate a Swiss chalet.

w hich
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peak season. You can use the hotel
bathhouse for 9,000 won (5,000 won for
hotel guests). Oddly enough, the hotel also
has a collection of Aztec and Mayan art on
permanent exhibition.

ffl From Sokcho Intercity Bus Terminal, take a

Rooms begin at 120,000 won during the bus for Osaek Oncheon sMss (40 min).

You'll find plenty of restaurants, especially in Seorak-dong but also at Osaek-ri. If you're
visiting the Osaek Hot Springs, consider Namseorak Sikdang (033-672-3159), which
serves a dolsotbap jeongsik (rice steamed in a stone pot with soup and plenty of side
dishes) and rice boiled with water from the Osaek Spring.

Ifyou’re not staying in Sokcho, the Osaek Hot Springs or on the mountain itself, there are
plenty of places to stay in Seorak-dong, the gateway to Outer Seorak.

The most uPscale Place here is the Kensington Stars Hotel SltigAEisi (033 635-4001), an
English-themed hotel with surreally English decor. It's a bit kitsch but still rather pleasant.
Rooms begin at 169,000 won but if you’re independently wealthy, for 2,200,000 won a night,
you can stay in the Presidential Suite which was built for the exclusive use of late Korean
president Park Chung-hee—the views of Seoraksan through its 12-layer bulletproof glass are
astounding.

Seoraksan Tourist Hotel sattissss (033-636-7101, rooms begin at 65,000 won) and Hotel
Sorak Park (033-636-7711, rooms begin at 99,000 won a night) offer decent tourist
hotel-style accommodations. There are some good budget options such as Arirang Resortel °|
yya|5r. (033-636-6628), where rooms begin at 60,000 won on peak weekends, and Seorak
Morning s 812! ots (033-632-6677), with clean, Western-style rooms for 50,000 won peak
season.

From Sokcho Intercity Bus Terminal, take a bus for Osaek Oncheon (40 min).

Kesington Stars Hotel
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NAKSAN PROVINCIAL PARK

Located just up the coast from Gangneung, Naksan Provincial Park is a 24 km
strip of coastline highlighted by several popular beaches. The largest of these
beaches is Naksan Beach a 1.8 km stretch of white sand that is
extremely popular with families in summer thanks to its shallow water, which
lends itself to wading and swimming. But the smaller Hajodae Beach éBLUéL "
might be the most scenic—also white and sandy, yet backed by a granite cliff
from which a gnarled old pine emerges. Some of the best sunrises in Korea can

also be viewed from the top of this cliff.

Beautiful rocky coastline of Naksan Provincial Park
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Naksansa Temple

One of the most famed sites of Naksan

Provincial Park is the seaside Buddhist

temple of Naksansa. Only a handful of

Korean Buddhist temples overlook the sea,

and this is one of the best known.
Naksansa was founded in 671 by the

renowned Silla monk Uisang, one of
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brightest minds ever produced by Korean
Buddhism and a prolific founder of
temples. Having just returned from Tang
Dynasty China, where like many scholar
monks he’d gone for advanced study,
Uisang had come to the area upon hearing
that Avalokitesvara, the Bodhisattva of
Mercy, lived in a cave near the beach. The
master spent 14 days praying in the cave
before Avalokitesvara finally appeared. She
told the monk to build a temple above the
cave, which he did, dedicating it to the
bodhisattva.

Despite the beauty of the location, the
temple has had something of a traumatic
history; it has been destroyed several times
due to both natural and manmade causes.
The temple was completely destroyed in the
Korean War and rebuilt in 1953. Sadly, a
massive forest fire in April 2005 destroyed
it again. Almost all of what is seen today is
a post-fire reconstruction.

A couple of things did survive the blaze,
however. The Hongyemun SoilS, the old
stone gate at the entrance of the temple,
was erected in 1467 to mark a visit that

1. Hongnyeonam Hermitage 2. Uisangdae 3. Statue of Avalokitesvara, Naksansa Temple
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year by King Sejo. The old stone pagoda in
the courtyard dates from the early Joseon
Era—itself significant in that it shows that
even under the Confucian kings of Joseon,
Buddhism lived on—and is capped by a
bronze finale unusual for Korea that brings
to mind the Tibetan-style pagodas of Yuan
Dynasty China.

In front of the temple, on a hill overlooking
the sea, is a 16 m tall statue of Avalokitesvara

built in 1977. If this fails to impress, a short
walk from there is Uisangdae, a simple
Korean pavilion atop a cliff overlooking the
water. Built in 1925, the pavilion is one of the
few buildings at the temple that survived the
2005 fire.

meditate: one look from the spot at the

Uisang used to sit here and

dramatic scenery, and you’ll understand why.
The sunrises here are profoundly inspiring; so
much so that in tribute, Uisang penned:

“After the pearree floners have fallen and when the cuckoo aries sadly; beyord'the hill
ead of Neksan at Usargole, | get up in the micdle of night fo see the sunrise The
auspidous douds look like they are bloorming, and the sun looks asif it is beingheld yp
by six dagas as the sun rises mgiestically from the sea to the sy, the whale world
sekes and the sun rises switly, shining more brightly than athousand cades ”

A short walk along the bluff overlooking
the water will bring you to Hongnyeonam
SSy or “Red Lotus Hermitage,” a small
hermitage built atop a cave overlooking the

waves. The hermitage is so named as legend

A little north of Naksansa, you’ll find the uniquely designed Seorakyeok

- Usag

has it that as Uisang was meditating near
here, a red lotus flower blossomed in the
sea. It’s not especially ornate, but its

location overlooking the sea is exhilarating,

(033-671-7896),

a wooden cafe/French restaurant famous for its lobster dishes. A large, butter-grilled lobster
will run you 59,000 won. Several kilometers up the coast from Naksansa is the fishing portof
Daepohang This is a favorite destination for fans of raw fish, and the place is awash with

hoetjip (raw fish restaurants). Just look for the ones with lots of people—you can’t go wrong.

The swankiest place on the beach is the Daemyung Sol Beach Hotel and Resort
(033-670-3502, www.solbeachlahotel.com), where rooms have their own private spas and
terraces with whirlpool baths. This kind of luxury goes for 500,000 won a night.

The appropriately named Naksan Beach Hotel TbbF$y. (033-672-4000) is a pleasant place
on a hillside overlooking the sea right next to Naksansa Temple. Rooms start at 130,000 won a
night; rooms seaside offer great views ofthe sunrise. There’s a seawater sauna, too. A couple
of kilometers up the beach north of Naksansa is the Condotel Hillhouse (033-671-
2883). The views ofthe sea, especially from the upper floors, are fantastic, and rooms have
cooking facilities. Breakfast is provided, too. Rooms with a sea view begin at 44,000 won a
night but during the peak season the price climbs to 120,000 won. Along Naksan Beach you’ll
also find a number of pensions. During the high season, these places can go for more than
150,000 won a night.

STAY

Express buses to the town of Yangyang depart from Seoul’s Dong Seoul Terminal and Express
Bus Terminals (2 hrs 55 min). From Yangyang Bus Terminal take bus No. 9 or No.
9-1 to Naksansa Temple (10-15 min). Taxi is also an option-the trip takes just 10 minutes.

TR0 T


http://www.solbeachlahotel.com
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O DAESAN NATIONAL PARK

Located in the heart of Korea’s mountainous spine just west of Gangneung,
Odaesan National Park is one of Gangwon-do’s several glorious mountain parks.
At 1,563 m, Mt. Odaesan (“Five Peak Mountain”) is a big mountain by Korean
standards, with several peaks over 1,000 m in height. The park doesn’t see quite
as many visitors as Mt. Seoraksan to the north but is a remarkably beautiful place
all the same, especially in autumn when the mountain’s pristine forests— Korea’s
largest—turn color. In addition to the peak itself, Sogeumgang Valley in the
eastern part of the park is a place of remarkable scenic beauty, eulogized by no
less a figure than the great 16th century Joseon scholar Yi | (better known by his
pen name of Yulgok), who likened the landscape to a smaller version of the
famously beautiful Geumgangsan Mountains, now part of North Korea.

In addition to its natural splendor, the park is home to two major Buddhist
temples, Woljeongsa and Sangwonsa, both lovely places in their own right, and to
rich collections of Korean heritage items. Sangwonsa Temple, in fact, is only one
of five temples in Korea to keep remains of the Sakyamuni Buddha, making it,
and Mt. Odaesan itself, a holy site.

SogeumgangValley,oneofthe most lovely stretches of nature in Korea
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Hiking Mt. Odaesan
Mt. Odaesan is a largely rounded peak—its
hiking trails, while long, are not especially
steep or treacherous. The most popular
route takes hikers along a gentle 7 km
course (hiking time: 3 hours, 10 minutes)
from Sangwonsa Temple to the highest
peak, Birobong tis§ (1,563 m), in the
western part of the park. When the weather
is good, the views from the top are
outstanding— it seems the ridge lines of the
surrounding mountains go on forever and
to the east lie striking views of the East Sea.
Another very popular hike takes you up
the Sogeumgang Valley to
Noinhong Peak (1,338 m). This is a
pretty long slog at 13.3 km (hiking time: 7
or 8 hours), but the scenery, especially
along the valley, makes it worth the effort.
The valley, actually a gorge, follows a crisp,
cool mountain stream that cascades from
somewhere near Noinbong. The hiker is
surrounded by lush forests, and along the
way passes enchanting natural pools,
fantastic rock formations and a series of
nine waterfalls called the Guryong (“Nine

Dragon”) Falls So eye-catching is it

Odaesan
National

uryong
Falls'

ang Falls

ng Peak

tingogae Pass

Woljeongsa Temple

Sogeum Falls

that, in 1970, the Korean government
designated it National Scenic Spot No. 1.
Once you've reached the top, come down
the same way you came or take the 4 km
hike along a relatively gentle path to the
Jingogae Pass where there’s a road
and rest stop (from which you can take a
taxi to nearby Jinbu-myeon t-1® and, from

Durobong Peak

Sangwangbong Peak

mSangwonsa
Temple
Horyeongbong Peak
MI. Dongdaesan



there, buses to Seoul and other local towns).
There is a large mountain hut near
Noinbong Peak. If you're game and there’s
room (the hut sleeps 30 on a first-come, first-
served basis), you can sleep here; it is a good
place to watch the sunset or good rest spot if
you’re hiking the Baekdu Daegan Trail.

@) The Birobong Trail begins at Sangwonsa
Temple. The Sogeumgang Valley trail, on the
other hand, begins at Sogeumgang Information
Center, which is reached via Bus No. 303 from
Gangneung Station (1 hr).

Woljeongsa Temple

Hidden away in the forests south of the
main peaks of Mt. Odaesan, the Buddhist
temple of Woljeongsa was founded in 642
by the great Silla monk Jajang, who
founded a number of important temples
around the country (most notably
Tongdosa Temple near Busan, one of
Korea’s largest monasteries). History has
been rough to the temple, which has

suffered numerous calamities, most notably
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during the Korean War when it was burned
down by the South Korean army to prevent
the communists from claiming it, a tragedy
inflicted on many historic temples during
the war.

Fortunately, not everything old was
destroyed. The temple’s pride and joy is its
splendid nine-story stone pagoda from the
10th century, which stands in the main
courtyard. Standing 15.2 m high, the
beautifully preserved monument is
considered a masterpiece of Goryeo
religious art. Also quite intriguing is the
very unusual stone statue of a bodhisattva,
kneeling on one knee and seemingly making
an offering to an unknown recipient. The
one in the courtyard is a replica; the
original, carved in the 11th century, can be
found in the temple museum, which houses
a number of other pieces of valuable
Buddhist art, both from Woljeongsa and
other temples.

Woljeongsa Temple and its stunning 10th century pagoda, a masterpiece of Goryeo Dynasty art
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© Museum: 9:30 am to 6 pm (Apr-Oct), 9:30 am
to 4:30 pm (Nov-Mar) gg 2,500 won (© 033-339-
6800 A Take a bus from Gangneung to the town
of Jinbu (50 min), and from Jinbu take a bus to
Woljeongsa (15 min).

Sangwonsa Temple

Some believe Sangwonsa Temple, like
Woljeongsa, was founded by the Buddhist
monk Jajang in 643, although others point
to a slightly later founding by the sons of
the Silla king. What we do know for certain
is that it was rebuilt several times, first in
705, then again in 1947 following a fire in
1946. Sangwonsa managed to avoid the
fate of Woljeongsa and survived the Korean
War intact, mostly on account of its head
monk who refused to abandon the temple,
challenging South Korean soldiers to burn
it with him inside (which, thankfully, they
refused to do). Its most important treasure
is the splendid bronze temple bell
(Treasure No. 36), crafted in 725 during the
Silla Kingdom. It was once quite famous for
its beautiful sound, which could be heard
throughout the valley; due to preservation
concerns, it is no longer rung. Originally the

town bell of the southeastern city of Andong

Sangwonsa Temple miraculously survived the Korean War.
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Bronze bell of Sangwonsa Temple (left), Buddhist statues, Sangwonsa Temple

(see p551), it was moved to the temple in the
15th century. In the past, temple bells were
prized targets of invaders and pirates; sadly,
this is one of only three surviving Silla bells
that remain in Korea.

In the main hall of Sangwonsa is a
wooden statue of a young Manjusri, the
Bodhisattva of Wisdom
carved in 1466 at the commission of the

; ‘in-yap. it was

daughter of King Sejo as a prayer for a male
child. It is also said to be an artistic
reincarnation of the young Manjusri whom,
according to legend, King Sejo of the Joseon
Dynasty met during a visit to Sangwonsa.
The hike to Mt. Odaesan’s Birobong Peak
begins from Sangwonsa Temple. Along the
way, you'll pass the architecturally unusual

Saja-am Hermitage with its bizarre

roofed terraces, and Jeongmyeolbogung ' "

the “treasure palace” that holds relics
of the Sakyamuni Buddha brought from
China by the Ven. Jajang when he founded
the temple. The building dates from the
Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910) and, as it
holds actual relics from the Buddha, it
contains no statues. As one of only five sites
in Korea where relics of the Sakyamuni
Buddha
pilgrimage destination for Korean
Buddhists.

& 2,500 won (£)033-332-6666 B Take a bus
from Gangneung to Jinbu (50 min), and from
Jinbu take a bus to Sangwonsa (40 min).

reside, it is a very popular

There are plenty of restaurants in front of Woljeongsa Temple. Give Birobong Sikdang bisgyg
(033-332-6597) a try—it does a bibimbap made from mountain greens picked from Mt.

Odaesan.

There is one upscale place to stay near Mt. Odaesan, Kensington Flora Hotel '".'-lisy sy
(033-330-5000), a luxury hotel with great views from the upper floors. As the name would
suggest, there’s a floral theme here with the hotel providing all sorts of floral and herbal care
and treatments, including aromatherapy. Western rooms begin at 180,000 won a night. If you'd
prefer somewhere simpler, there are some minbak (homestay) and pension facilities on the
road to Woljeongsa Temple, including the charming Healthy House Happy 700 '
(033-336-8770), with walls built of yellow clay, which is said to have therapeutic effects.
During the peak season, rooms that sleep four go for 120,000 won a night, but this comes
down to 70,000 won in the off-season. About halfway between Woljeongsa and Sangwonsa,
you’ll find the Dongpigol Camp Site snisorast, where you can pitch your tent for 2,000 won a

person during the peak season.
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GANGNEUNG

With a population of nearly 230,000, Gangneung is the largest city on Gangwon-
do’s East Sea coast, and something of a commercial center for the isolated coastal
region of a province cut off from the rest of the country by the high Taebaeksan
Mountain Range It’s got quite a bit of history, too. For centuries, its
mountains and seaside charms attracted Korea’s political and intellectual elite. It
was also the place of birth of the 16th century scholar “Yulgok” or Yi I, one of
the greatest Confucian minds of the Joseon Dynasty.

Gangneung gets quite a few visitors, especially in summer when droves of
merrymakers flock here to take in the fun and sun at Gyeongpo Beach, one of
Korea’s most popular beaches. Also popular with visitors is Gyeongpoho Lake
(actually an enclosed bay) and Gyeongpodae Pavilion, scenic spots lauded for
their beautiful views of the moon. Culture and history buffs will want to stop by
the Ojukheon where Yulgok was born and check out some of the town’s
beautiful old Korean homes and gardens, like the spectacular Seongyojang, one
of the largest Korean manor houses remaining from the Joseon Dynasty. There’s
plenty to see around Gangneung, too, including the seaside scenic spot of
Jeongdongjin 3”-' and the high grasslands of Daegwallyeong Pass *58.

A good time to visit is springtime when the city hosts its annual Dano Festival,
an ancient shamanist rite registered on UNESCO'’s list of “ Masterpieces of the
Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity.”

Beach is a popular summer destination.
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While most visitors come for the beach, most of Gangneung is located

about a kilometer or so from the coast, built along the Namdaecheon

Stream YLWw. There’s not awhole lot to see downtown but it does have plenty of shops,

motels and restaurants. There’s also got the train station (pretty much smack downtown)
and the main bus terminal (out on the western part of town).

In addition to Gyeongpo Beach, the entire coastline of the municipality of Gangneung
is dotted with ports and harbors. Many of these are tiny but others, like Jumunjin * ti,

are quite large and home to substantial fishing fleets which, in turn, supply a thriving

seafood eatery industry. There are several smaller beaches as well, the most famous

being jeongdongjin.

Imyeonggwan Sammun

& Chilsadang

One downtown site certainly worth seeing
is Imyeonggwan Sammun (formerly the
Gaeksamun), the front gate of what was, in
Goryeo and Joseon times, a large
government guest house which, in turn,
was part of a much larger government

complex. The simple, unpainted gate was

built in 936, making it the single oldest
surviving wooden structure in Korea and
only one of a handful of wood buildings
remaining from the Goryeo Dynasty. Unlike
the gates of the later Joseon Dynasty, the
brackets that support this gate are exposed,
allowing the viewer to appreciate the
beautiful craftsmanship.

The guest house, the Imyeonggwan
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Signboard, Imyeonggwan

was built at the same time as its gate, and
managed to survive all the way until 1929
when the Japanese colonial authorities tore it
down to make way for a school sports field
(an indication of the little regard that the
Japanese colonial regime held for Korea’s
cultural heritage). In 2006, the guest house
was rebuilt in its original style. One of the
guest house buildings, Jeondaecheong

has an old signboard penned by none other
1351-
1374) during a royal visit to Gangneung.

than Goryeo’s King Gongmin (r.

Also nearby is another handsome Korean
hall, Chilsadang, the current incarnation of
which dates from a late 19th century
reconstruction. Along with Imyeonggwan
Sammun, it is pretty much all that's left of
Gangneung’s old government complex.
Imyeonggwan Sammun is right in front of
the back gate of Gangneung City Hall.
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Seongyojang

Out towards Gyeongpoho Lake is a large,
well-preserved manor house from the
Joseon Dynasty, called Seongyojang. Yi
Nae-beon (1703-1781), a local nobleman,
1756;
subsequent generations of Yi’s clan have

began work on the home in

continued to add to it. In fact, a descendant
of Yi continues to live here, albeit in a
newly built annex off to the side from the
historic buildings.

As is typical of Korean aristocratic
residences, the complex is composed of
separate halls tied together into several
clusters by open courtyards, with separate
halls for the men and women of the house.
In the Joseon Dynasty, Gangneung was a
popular place for scholars and officials to
come to relax, and the manor—quite unlike
other private homes—has many small
rooms where visitors could stay. The most
unusual of its buildings is the Yeolhwadang

a wooden hall built in 1815 as the
men’s quarters. What makes it particularly
unique is its terrace, built sometime around
the turn of the 20th century. Topped by a
Russian copper-plated roof, the terrace is
said to have been a gift from the Russian
consul, who may have stayed here on a visit.

Just in front of the main manor complex

Seongyojang was builtin 1756 as the home of a local nobleman whose descendants live here to this day.
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and a bit off to the side is a square lotus
pond overlooked by a Korean pavilion.
Built in 1916, it’s an especially beautiful
place in summer when the lotus blossoms
bloom in a pond that also hosts a couple of
pine trees right in its middle. The view of
the pond and pines from inside the pavilion
is sublime—the epitome of Korean
traditional aesthetics. For a private
residence, the pond is quite large and brings
to mind the Buyongji Pond of
Changdeokgung Palace.

In the old days, the Seongyojang was
literally lakeside, as Gyeongpoho Lake
came all the way up to the house which
could thus be reached by boat. Since then,
however, the lake has shrunk in size
considerably, and the shore is now some
distance away.

© 9 am to 6pm (summer), 9 am to 5 pm
(winter) & 3,000 won ® Take Bus No.202 from
Gangneung Station (30 min) or Gangneung
Express Bus Terminal (15 min). ® 033-646-
3270

Ojukheon, home of the famed Confucian scolar Yi i

Ojukheon
Also on the road to Gyeongpoho Lake,
Ojukheon (“Black Bamboo House”) is a
lovingly preserved Joseon Dynasty house
most famous for being the birthplace of Yi |
(1536-1584), the celebrated 16th century
Confucian intellectual and government
official whose visage graces the front of the
5,000 won bill (along with an image of the
house itself). It is just as famous as the
home of Yi’'s mother, Lady Sin Saimdang
(1504-1551), who to this day is held up as
a model of Confucian motherhood.
Ojukheon, so named for the grove of
black bamboo behind the home, was
originally built by the Joseon official Choe
Chi-un (1390-1440) some time in the early
15th century. This makes it one of the oldest
surviving private residences in the country.
Through marriage, the home eventually
passed into the possession of the Yongin Yi
clan. The home’s golden age was the early
16th century when Sin and, later, her son Yi |
were born here. Yi's descendants maintained
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‘YULGOK’Yi |l & SIN SAIMDANG

Gangneung'’s favorite son is Yi 1 (1536-1584), widely
considered one of the two greatest Confucian scholars of the
Joseon Dynasty (the other being his contemporary elder, Yi
Hwang of Andong). He’s better known by his pen name,
Yulgok, or “Chestnut Valley,” a name he took from the village
in Paju, Gyeonggi-do where he spent his childhood.
Yiwas born at the Ojukheon House in Gangneung, the son
of a royal official and Sin Saimdang, an accomplished cultural
figure in her own right. When he was eight, his family moved
from Gangneung to his father’s home in Paju, Gyeonggi-do.
Yulgok Yi | Under the devoted guidance of his mother, he soon proved a

prodigy, mastering the Confucian classics at a young age and
passing the national literary examination at the age of 13. When he was 16, however,
his mother died. For three years, he tended to her grave, living just next door, and then
left for atemple in the far-off Geumgangsan Mountains of northern Korea to study
Buddhism. The following year, he left the temple and returned to Gangneung, where he
refocused his attention on Neo-Confucianism. In this he excelled, receiving the top
score in the gwageo—the Confucian civil service exam of the Joseon Dynasty—no
fewer than nine consecutive times.

Unlike many Neo-Confucian scholars who focused on more esoteric, metaphysical
topics, Yi was more concerned with practical matters. Accordingly, he was an active
figure in politics, serving about 20 years in several administrative and ministerial
positions, including a stint as minister of defense. He was also a reformer, arguing that
the state and its systems should change with the times, lest it risk collapse. Most
memorably, he called for the maintenance of a 100,000-man army to defend Korea
from attack. Typically, this suggestion was ignored due to factional politics, and Korea
found itself ill-prepared when Japan invaded soon after Yi's death.

Yi's mother, Sin Saimdang (1504-1551), was one of Joseon Dynasty’s most
accomplished women. Raised in a household without sons. Sin received an education
ordinarily granted only to sons of the family. Even after her marriage, she continued
her scholarly and artistic pursuits, becoming a much respected poet, painter,
calligrapher and embroiderer. She focused the greatest
portion of her attention, however, on educating her children,
no easy task given that she had four sons and three
daughters.

Even in modern times, Sin has been held up as a model of
Korean womanhood, the hyeonmo yangcheo or “wise
mother and good wife.” In 2009, her visage was even put on
the new 50,000 won bill. This is increasingly coming under
fire from Korean feminists, however, who feel the idealization
ofthe woman who sacrifices herself for her husband and
children perpetuates patriarchal social values.

Sin Saimdang
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the property until 1975, when the
government took over responsibility for its
upkeep. The home has three rooms, one of
which is Mongnyongsil Sjs-Y (“Dragon
Dream Room”), where Yi was born, so
named because Sin is said to have dreamed
of a dragon the day she conceived him.

Also in the complex you’ll find several
other structures, the most interesting of
which is Eojegak W t, a small pavilion
built in 1788 on the order of King Jeongjo,
an admirer of Yi. The pavilion houses the

GANGNEUNG DANOJE FESTIVAL

ink well used by Yi when he was a child, as
well as the preface of “Gyeokmong
Yogyeol,” a text Yi wrote in 1577 for
students just beginning their studies.

Also on site is the Gangneung Municipal
Museum which houses a good
collection of local cultural properties and
folklore, including drawings and other art
works by Sin Saimdang.

© 8am to 6 pm (Mar-Oct), 8am to 5:30 pm
(Nov-Feb) ¢ 3,000 won ® Take Bus No. 202
or 303 from Gangneung Station (25 min) or
Gangneung Express Bus Terminal (15 min).

® 033-640-4771

Taking place on the fifth day of the fifth lunar month, Dano was one of traditional Korea’s
biggest holidays. Believing that celestial bodies of the universe converged on that date,
Koreans regarded Dano as an especially auspicious day, when the world was most filled
with yang (positive) energy. When Korea was an agricultural society, it was also atim e -
coming as it did right upon the completion of the spring planting-when farmers could, if
just for a day, relax and have some fun. Women would don beautiful dresses and ride on
swings, hoping to attract the gaze of eligible men, while young men would show off their
strength in bouts of Korean traditional wrestling or ssireum. Women would wash their hair
in water boiled with calamus to give it extra shine. Shaman rituals were also held, and
special foods—especially rice cakes cooked with mugwort and other medicinal roots—
were prepared. Fans were also gifted to one another; after all, the hot summer was

approaching.

In modern times, the holiday is not as celebrated as it used to be. In Gangneung,
however, the old traditions are maintained, and in grand fashion. The Gangneung Danoje
Festival is a month-long celebration featuring shaman rites, parades, Korean wrestling,
swing rides, Korean traditional mask dramas and, of course, food and drink. The festival
begins on the fifth day of the fourth lunar month with the brewing of the so-called sinju or
liquor of the gods, at the Chilsadang in downtown Gangneung. On the 15th day of the
fourth lunar month, a shaman rite is held for the mountain god at a shrine at
Daegwallyeong Pass. The festival really gets off the ground on the third day of the fifth
lunar month, when a grand procession is held through downtown Gangneung to a shaman

altar on Namdaecheon Stream  TH-y.

A highlight of the festival is the Gwanno Mask Drama
a non-verbal regional folk play set to musical

accompaniment rarely seen outside of Gangneung on
Dano. There’s a ton of other stuff going on as well,
including markets, wrestling and music performances.
In recognition ofthe importance of the Gangneung
Danoje Festival, it was designated a “ Masterpiece of
the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity” by

UNESCO in 2005.



Gyeongpo Beach

& Gyeongpoho Lake 35s

The most famous of Korea's east coast
beaches, Gyeongpo Beach is also one of the
most crowded, at least in summer, when the
place can be wall-to-wall people (or wall-
to-wall beach umbrellas, as it were). Fine
white sand, backed up by verdant pine
forests, extends up and down the coast for
about 6 km. There’s plenty of motor-
boating opportunities at the beach, too—
just look for the boats (30,000 won for a
short trip).

Also along the beach is a strip of motels
and restaurants—sort of like Miami Beach,
just with less Art Deco and more love
motels and raw fish joints.

Right behind the beach, Gyeongpoho
Lake was originally a narrow-necked bay
but sand and rock carried in by the tides
eventually blocked it up, creating a shallow,
placid lake. Its name means “clear like a
mirror," a reference to the stillness of its
waters in contrast to the choppy water of
the sea. Originally, the lake was a full 12
km in circumference but, thanks to silting
over the years, it is now just 4 km. In the
center of the lake is a small rock island with
a single Korean pagoda— it seems to be a
popular resting place for the birds. The lake
is especially pretty in spring when the
cherry trees that ring it are in full bloom.

On a hill overlooking the lake is
Gyeongpodae 950” a handsome Korean

Gyeongpo Beach

€SS

HoRrRsEs, BUGGIES & BIKES!

You'll no doubt notice the horses at the
beach. Horse riding is something of a
Gyeongpo Beach tradition. 10,000 won
will get you a guided ride for about i km
of the white sand beach. The horses are
pretty tame so there's not much to
worry about.

Another option for the equestrian-
minded is the horse-buggy tours of
Gyeongpoho Lake. These buggies hold
up to eight, and 7,000 won will bring
you around the lake.

More recently, however, couples,
families and even solo travelers have
found it more fun to bike their way
around the lake. Bike paths have been
constructed, and near the beach end of
the lake you'll find a bike rental stall.
Solo bikes rent for 4,000 won per hour,
and bicycles for two for 8,000 won. If
you have a big family, a six-person bike
goes for 25,000 won per hour.



w ith
surroundings. It is famously said that from

pavilion a fine view of the
this pavilion, you can see “five moons”
simultaneously: one in the sky, one reflected
in the sea, one reflected in the lake, one
reflected in your wine glass and the one
reflected in your lover’s eyes.

g Take Bus No. 202 from Gangneung Express
Terminal and get off at Gyeongpo Beach. The
trip takes about 20 minutes.

Chamsori Gramophone & Edison
Science Museum S£2H*87|oll d Nape
Certainly one of the most unusual—and
unexpected— museums in Korea, the
Chamsori Gramophone & Edison Science
Museum was founded in 1992 by Son
Seong-mok, a collector who has spent the
last half century traveling the world in

Gyeongpoho Lake

search of gramophones. So far, he’s
nearly 5,000
gramophones and 150,000 phonographic

managed to obtain

albums. Along the way, he also picked up
about 1,000 inventions by famed American
inventor Thomas Alva Edison. Amongst the
many rare and fascinating items in the
collection are five of the world’s six
remaining first-generation tinfoil
phonographs produced by Edison himself
in 1877, as well as a Model T Ford and an
Edison-produced electric car. Perfect for
both children and adults, this place really is
a must-visit.

© 9am to 6 pm (summer), 9 am to 5:30 pm
(winter) 7,000 won B Take Bus No. 202
from Gangneung Express Bus Terminal and get
off at Gyeongpodae. The museum is right there
(20 min). ® 033-655-1130, (Ywww.edison.kr
(KR)


http://www.edison.kr
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No trip to Gangneung is complete without trying
Chodang sundubu (6,000 won), a culinary
simplicity at its most sublime—pure white tofu in
clear broth. Gangneung is famous for making its
tofu with sea water, which imparts to the dish a light
but delightfully salty taste. The soup is usually
stew made from soy pulp. If you’ve been looking for
a break from spicy fare, you're at the right place.
There’s a so-called “Chodang Sundubu Village » 9=

located in the forested area south of the
beach—here you’ll find several restaurants specializing in the dish, including Wonjo Chodang
Sundubu (033-652-2660), which boasts of having been founded by the woman
who invented the dish in the 30s. Bus No. 230 from Gangneung Express Bus Terminal comes
to the village. If seafood is what you're after, a few kilometers up the coast from Gangneung
proper is the fishing port of Jumunjin This place is full of raw fish restaurants, including
four major multi-restaurant seafood emporiums around the waterfront.

Chodang sundubu

As one might expect, most of the higher-end
accommodations are along Gyeongpo Beach. The best
v'ews can be had at Hotel Hyundai Gyeongpodae sasmgs
41 (033-651-2233), with rooms that overlook either
Gyeongpo Beach or Gyeongpoho Lake. Western-style
rooms begin at 140,000 won a night. Also between the lake
and the beach is BENIKEA Gyungpo Beach Hotel tiNm gs
bixisB) (033-644-6699), with rooms starting at 120,000
won. There are also plenty of other hotels and motels
along the beach strip. If you don’t want to pay to stay by
the beach, there are reasonably priced love motel-style
yeogwan (inns) around Gangneung Bus Terminal. If the
best sunrises are what you're after, those can be found at the appropriately named Sun Cruise
Resort (033-610-7000, http://english.esuncruise.com) at Jeongdongjin. This is
also one of the single-most unusual accommodations we’ll recommend in this book—it’s built
in the shape of a huge cruise ship sitting atop a bluff overlooking the beach, as if sailing into
the sunrise. Seen from the beach, it might be a great, gaudy blight upon the natural scenery,
but from the resort itself, the views are fantastic. Rooms begin at 70,000 won per night. Also
near Jeongdongjin is the beautiful Haslla Museum Hotel sttarexigs.! (033-644-9414-5),
which as the name suggests is part museum, part hotel. Maintained by a husband-wife team
of sculptors, the hotel itselfis awork of art, with terrific views to boot. If they’ve got a room
(there are only 24) and you can part with 280,000 won a night, this is a great place to stay.

Sun Cruise Resort

Express buses to Gangneung depart from Seoul’s Dong Seoul Terminal and Gangnam Express
Bus Terminal (3 hrs). Express buses to Gangneung can also be taken from Chuncheon St!,
Wonju SSt Donghae § 4 Sokcho * and other regional cities and towns. If you'd preferto go
by rail, there are six trains daily to Gangneung from Seoul’'s Cheongnyangni Station but
be warned: it’s a long trip through Korea’s mountainous backbone—6 hours. On the plus side,
it can be avery picturesque trip, especially in winter when the train treks through the heart of
Korea's snow country.


http://english.esuncruise.com
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JEONGDONGJIN

Listed in the Guinness Book of World Records as the closest train station to the
sea, Jeongdongjin Station SSt!9! opens up literally onto the beach. The station
was established in 1962 and was an important transport hub for the local mining
industry, but with the decline of mining in the early 90s it fell into almost
complete disuse. In 1995, however, it appeared in the popular Korean TV series
Hourglass. Almost overnight, it was reborn as a major tourist destination, where
throngs flock to take in the spectacular sunrises. As is often the case with such
places, fame has changed Jeongdongjin. There has been much development, some
of it of questionable taste. Block out that and the crowds (especially if you go on
Jan 1), though, and you’ll find the sunrises inspirational. Couples will love it. The
most charming spot consists of a couple of wind-swept pines and a simple bench
not far from the station itself, a reminder of the peaceful, forlorn Jeongdongjin of
old. If you don’t want to watch the sunrise from the beach, there’s a pavilion
atop Goseongsan a small hill overlooking the water.

® The classic way to get to Jeongdongjin is to take the night train from Seoul's Cheongnyangni
Station, which departs at 11 pm and arrives at 4:40 am. If you're in Gangneung, just take Bus No. 109
from in front of Gangneung Intercity Bus Terminal and get off at Jeongdong (30 min).

Sunrise over Jeongdongjin
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NEW YEAR'S SUNRISE

On New Year's Day, Jeongdongjin
is packed with revelers. If you're
lucky enough to get a train
ticket (unlikely if you didn’t
book in advance), be prepared
for some crowds. Of course, if
you like people, this isn’t so
bad, and there will be plenty to
do, see, eat and drink while you
wait for the sun to come up.

Unification Park

A few kilometers north of
Jeongdongjin is Unification Park, home
to two retired warships. The larger of
the two is the destroyer ROKS
Jeonbuk (formerly the USS Everett F.
Larson), launched by the Americans in
1945 and transferred to the Korean
Navy in 1972. In 1999, the destroyer
was decommissioned and turned into a
museum ship.
The smaller one is, surprisingly, a
North Korean submarine. On Sept 15, 1996, a North Korean submarine dropped off a
team of commandos on the South Korean coast near Gangneung to conduct surveillance
on military facilities in the area. On Sept 18, however, the submarine ran aground while
trying to retrieve the commandos. Unable to free the submarine, the North Koreans
resolved to make it back home overland. A local taxi driver spotted the submarine,
however, and informed the authorities. What followed was a massive, 49 day manhunt
by South Korean troops and police that ended with 24 North Koreans killed, one
captured and one presumed to have escaped to North Korea. Of the 24 North Korean
dead, 11— mostly the submarine’s crew— are presumed to have committed suicide on the
first day rather than risk capture. The South Koreans also took casualties, both military
and civilian, including several killed in incidents of friendly fire.
On Dec 28 of that year. North Korea issued a rare “apology,”
for the incident. The South Koreans kept the submarine, later moving it to its current
location as the centerpiece of Unification Park, which opened in 2001.

@ 3,000 won © 9 am to 5:30 pm (Mar-Oct), 9 am to 4:30 pm (Nov-Feb) ® 033-640-4469
®Take Bus No. 11-1 from Jeongdongjin Station (about 15 min)

expressing deep regret



266 SEOUL SELECTION GUIDES: KOREA

DONGHAE °°H

Named for the body of water on which it sits, the city of Donghae (“ East Sea” ) is
an important East Sea port, with a population of just over 100,000. It is also
home to Ssangyong Cement’s Donghae production line, one of the biggest cement
factories in the world. Unless you’ve got a keen interest in cement, however, the
city itself is rather non-descript, and you’re unlikely to visit for its urban charms.
It does have weekly ferry connections to Vladivostok in Russia and Sakaiminato
in Japan, though, which makes the town a place of interest for travelers going
further afield. It is also one of the best places to catch ferries to the volcanic island
of Ulleungdo It used to be that you could take ferries from here to North
Korea’s scenic Geumgangsan Mountains, too, but the recent cooling in relations
between the two Koreas has led to a suspension of service, and as of the writing
of this book, the future of the Geumgangsan Mountains Tourism project is very
much in doubt.

While the city has little to capture one’s interest, some mountains and valleys
that surround it are lovely, especially the scenic Mureung Valley with its
magnificent rock formations, thick forests and beautiful waterfalls. Another
scenic spot, this one on the coast, is Chuam Beach?*H"S’s Chotdaebawi
a candlestick-shaped rock (some might liken its shape to something else) famous
for its captivating sunsets, which have inspired legions of photographers.

Chuam Beach. Chotdae Bawi (“Candlestick Rock") is in the far left.

K o Ix:
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is Mt Dutasan

C huam Beach Chotdae Bawi, or “Candlestick Rock"

& Chotdae Bawi

Chuam Beach is a 150 m stretch of white
sand with shallow water perfect for wading
in the summer months. Most people,
however, come here for the fantastic rocks
and coastal cliffs. The most famous of these
is Chotdaebawi or “Candlestick Rock," a
5-6 m tall rock that stands at the edge of
the sea. The sunrises here are
mesmerizing—so much so, in fact, that the
image of the sunrise at Chotdaebawi is
often seen at the beginning of the video that
accompanies the Korean national anthem.
Bring a camera, by all means, but be
prepared to fend off the rest of the tripod-
toting crowd.

glTake Bus No. 61 from Donghae Station (20
min) or Donghae Bus Terminal (45 min) and get
off at Chuam. You could also take a taxi—it's just
5 minutes by cab from Donghae Station.
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Mureung Valley

Mureung Valley is yet another stunning
gorge, the likes of which Gangwon-do is
blessed. In the old days, they said Taoist
fairies would come down from the
mountains to play in its waterfalls and
pools. It's easy to see why—the place can
seem like an earthly paradise.

Mureung Valley was formed by a stream
that tumbles down from the heights of Mt.
(1,353 m). At the entrance of
the valley is a huge slab of granite on which

Dutasan

the names of countless scholars who visited
this scenic spot over the centuries have
carved their names. Follow the valley
upwards and you’ll come to Samhwasa

W, a small Buddhist temple blessed with an
iron-seated Vairocana Buddha from the
Unified Silla era (668-935) and a well-
preserved stone pagoda from the late 9th
century. Go past the temple and you'll pass a

series of ravines, pools and waterfalls, the
most impressive of which are Ssang (“Twin”)

and Yongchu waterfalls, the
former eponymously named because it is, in
fact, a twin waterfall with two stunning
cascades emptying into a crystal clear pool.
Once you’re at the Yongchu Waterfall—4 km
from the start of the park—you can return
from whence you came.

There’s a path up Mt. Dutasan, too,
along with a longer trail that links Mt.
w ith
Cheongoksan

Dutasan neighboring Mt.
(1,403 m). The views
can by beautiful, even in wet weather when
the mist heightens the area’s mysterious,
otherworldly vibe. It's a long slog, though
(about 30 km if you do both peaks, or
roughly 13-14 hours), so plan on a full day
excursion if you decide to go up.

© 2,000 won @ 033-534-7306-7
B Take a bus to Mureung Valley from Donghae
Bus Terminal (1 hr).
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While Donghae, like every other Korean city, has tons of places to dine, the best place is in
front of Mureung Valley. One good place to try is Boribat (033-534-7051), where you can
get bibimbap tilo'Y made from mountain vegetables and deodeok gui4 * 0l, grilled marinated
bellflower root.

Donghae Grand Hotel SSHaeiabi (033-534-6682), on Mangsang Beach north of
town, is a three-star place with great views, especially at sunrise. Its indoor and outdoor pools
are worth checking out' t0°- Rooms with an ocean view start at 130,000 won a night in July-
August, although this comes down to 80,000 won/96,000 won on weeknights/weekends
during off-peak months. Located downtown near Naengcheon Park &S S, Meridian MoteH®
YY21 (033-533-7800) is clean and pleasant, with rooms going for 50,000-60,000 won a
night. Nearby, the flashy-looking Motel Picasso (033-533-2500) has a variety of rooms
between 80,000 and 150,000 won a night; rates come down considerably during off-peak
months. You'll find several other good motels in this neighborhood, too.

Trains are available to Donghae from Seoul but it’s a long haul-there are six daily trains that
depart from Cheongnyangni Station for Donghae, and the trip takes six hours. Much easier on
Your derriere are buses. There are frequent buses to Donghae from Seoul’s Dong Seoul
Terminal, and the trip takes just three hours. Donghae is also well connected via bus to other
cities in Gangwon-do, including Gangneung, Sokcho and Samcheok. Regarding the ferry, DBS
Cruise Ferry (033-531-5611-2, www.dbsferry.com) carries passengers to Vladivostok and
Sakaiminato on the triple-deck Eastern Dream. The schedule as follows:

ToVladivostok Depart 3 pm Sunday, arrive 3 pm, Monday. Economy class tickets cost 220,000
won. Private room with beds, though, go with the Junior Suite: 462,000 won.

ToSakaiminato Depart 6 pm Thursday, arrive 9 am Friday. Economy class tickets: 141,000 won.
Private room with beds in the Junior Suite: 330,000 won.

Squid dries at Chuam Beach.


http://www.dbsferry.com

270 SEOUL SELECTION GUIDES: KOREA

SAMCHEOK

Just south of Donghae, Samcheok is a small coastal city that, to its credit, is home

to a branch of Kangwon National University

What is worth seeing here

is Hwanseongul Cave, one of Asia’s largest limestone caves, situated in the

mountains west of town. Samcheok is also home to one of Korea’s quirkier

tourist sites, Haesindang Park, a coastal park dedicated to, well, the penis.

Hwanseongul Cave Stdss

The karst hills west of Samcheok are home
to many limestone caves, but Hwanseongul
Cave is by far the greatest. At 6.5 km long,
it is one of Asia’s largest limestone caves.
Only 1.6 km of it is open to visitors, but
this will still take about an hour to explore.
Inside the mammoth cave where the ceiling
reaches heights of 20-30 m, you'll find a

variety of fantastic rock formations,

stalagmites and stalactites; there are also
numerous pools, waterfalls and streams.
The complex is linked together by stairs
and bridges, and is well lit, although the
red, green and purple neon might turn some
visitors off. At one point, you pass under a
heart-shaped hole in the ceiling— if you’'re
with your significant other and pledge your
love to him/her underneath it, the love will
last forever, it is said. At another point, you

At 6.5 km, Hwanseongul Cave is one of Asia’s largest limestone caves.
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cross the Jiokgyo x1-a (“Bridge of Hell”)
into the Jiokgyegok *121- (“Valley of
Hell” )—abandon hope all ye who enter
here. Cross the “Bridge of Confession,"
32! though, and all your sins disappear— a
blessing celebrated with a neon rainbow on
the cave wall. The temperature inside stays
at 10-14°C, making it a nice summer
reprieve.

The cave is located at an elevation of 500
m. The walk from the parking lot to the
cave entrance is long and steep, taking
about 30 minutes to climb by foot.
Fortunately, there’s also a monorail that’ll
do most of the work for you, taking you
directly to the mouth of the cave for the
cost of a 3,000 won ticket (5,000 won
round-trip).

Near the parking lot along the path to
the monorail terminal, you can also check
out a couple of traditional homes unique to

this region of Korea. Roofed with wooden

DAEGEUMGULCAVE

While you're in the neighborhood, it’s
also worth checking out Daegeumgul
Cave discovered in 2003 and
opened up to the public in 2007. The
cave is 1,610 m long, of which you can
explore 793 m. Unfortunately, you need
to a) join a guided tour (groups of 40),
and b) pre-order a ticket (12,000 won)
online at http://samcheok.mainticket.
co.kr (Korean only). The ticket price also
includes fare for the cable car to the
cave, and also allows you to see
Hwanseongul Cave at no added charge.
The entry gate for Daegeumgul Cave is
just past the ticket booth for
Hwanseongul Cave.

shingles of pine or oak rather than tile or
rice straw, these homes were once common
throughout the mountain interior of
Gangwon-do where slash-and-burn farmers

eked out their livings for centuries.


http://samcheok.mainticket
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© 8am to 7 pm (Mar-Oct), 8:30 to 5 pm (Nov-
Feb) (S 4,000 won ©033-541-9266

@Take a bus from Samcheok Bus Terminal to
Hwanseongul Cave (40 min).

Haesindang Park H-Y859

You won’t find many places in Korea like
Haesindang Park, located in the small
fishing village of Sinnam Imagine
seaside walking paths, a pleasant pine
forest...and hundreds of penises. Dedicated
to Korea’s folk tradition of phallicism, the
park is home to countless sculptures of the
penis, some fanciful, others more
anatomically correct. Between the penis
cannon, the penis zodiac carvings, an
exhibit with life-like sculptures reenacting
scenes from Joseon Dynasty pornography,
and groups of middle-aged women having
their photos taken straddling a huge stone
phallus, it can be quite surreal.

The many phalli of Haesindang Park

Once you’ve had your fill of penises,
there’s also a museum with displays on the
lifestyles of local fishermen.

Now, there’s a reason for all this:
according to legend, five centuries ago, a
young virgin from the village perished in
the stormy seas as she was collecting
seaweed. Bitter and lonely, her spirit drove
away the fish and the village suffered.
Then, one day, one of the local fishermen
dropped his drawers to urinate in the sea
and the fish returned. Putting two and two
together, villagers began carving wooden
phalli, which they tied together with rope
and hung as offerings from a shrine
overlooking the sea in hopes of soothing
the spirit’s loneliness.

In fact, many of the fishing villages along
the East Sea coast have similar legends, and
for centuries performed annual rites in
which they hung wooden phalli as offerings
in hopes that the Sea Spirit would grant
safety and abundance. Over time, however,
most of these villages ceased to perform the
rite, or replaced it with modified rites sans
phallus. Sinnam Village is virtually the only
village that still performs the rite, which it
does every Daeboreum holiday (15th day of
the first lunar month) and on the first five
days of the 10th lunar month.

© 9amto 6 pm ¢ 3,000 won M Take Bus No.
20, 90 or 90-1 from Samcheok Bus Terminal to
Haesindang Park (50 min)
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Downtown Samcheok has plenty of eateries. The best known place in town is Buil Makguksu
VSWM* (033-572-1277), which does makguksu (buckwheat noodles) and suyuk4*
(boiled meat). Samcheok’s signature dish, however, is gomchiguk a spicy soup made
from moray eel. Until very recently, Korean fishermen considered the aesthetically challenged
moray inedible. Then somebody discovered that boiling it up in a spicy broth did wonders for a
hangover. The place to go for this is Donga Sikdang (033-547-5870) near
Samcheokhang Harbor =!" . A bowl of gomchiguk will set you back 12,000 won. Their other
specialty is seonggye baekban s-v'- (10,000 won)—soup, side dishes and rice, mixed
bibimbap-sty\e with cooked sea urchin.

You'll find some moderately priced inns and hotels near Samcheok Bus Terminal

including the clean Moon Motel -2 ‘ (033-572-4436), where rooms begin at 60,000 won a
night (40,000 won off-peak). Off the beaten track, but a really picturesque trip back into a more
rustic Korea, are the minbak (homestay) opportunities (033-552-1659) at the old neowajip
village HaTawn!* at Sin-ri (see below). Rooms that sleep up to eight begin at 80,000 won.

From Seoul, buses to Samcheok depart from Seoul Express Bus Terminal (3 hrs 30 min). There
are frequent buses to and from Donghae (30 min), Gangneung (50 min) and other cities in
Gangwon-do.

Shingle-roofed Homes of Sin-ri

On the road to Taebaek, deep in the Taebaek

Mountain Range, is the village of Sin-ri

Formerly a community of slash-and-burn

farmers, this rustic village is home to several

well-preserved examples of the shingle-roof

homes that used to be common in the

hardscrabble communities of the Taebaek

Range. Throughout most of the country,

Koreans traditionally used tile (aristocrats) or straw thatch (commoners) to roof their
homes. In the rough Taebaeksan Range, however, where the winters are cold and there’s
little land to grow rice (and produce straw), locals turned to the most plentiful material
they could find—wood.

In Sin-ri, most of the homes are Immq/p 1|r'?— houses roofed with shingles cut from
red pine. In other villages, locals roofed their homes with tree bark. The homes are an
exercise in harmonizing man and nature. In dry weather, the shingles contract, letting
light into the homes. In wet weather, they expand, preventing rain from leaking into the
home. In winter, snow completely covers the roof, providing much-needed insulation.
Sadly, however, these homes began disappearing from the 1970s; today, very few
remain. The most impressive of the homes is Kim Jin-ho House a larger home
surrounded by a stone wall. In addition to the homes, you can also find an old mill and
a rare surviving example of a Korean waterwheel. There are mnbak(homestay)

facilities, too. ® 033-552-1659 6 http://neowa.invil.org (KR) [ The best way to get there is to
take a bus from Samcheok Bus Terminal to Dogye s \ then take a taxi from there. It's actually
easier to get here from Taebaek—buses from Taebaek headed for Hosan pass by the village
and take about 30-40 minutes.


http://neowa.invil.org
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TAEBAEK E W

This small mountain town high in the Taebaek Mountain Range EH *4 used to be
a major center of the Korean coal mining industry. In the 1980s, however, Korea’s
coal industry went into terminal decline as the country turned to more refined,
cleaner fuel sources. All that remains of Taebaek’s mining days is a museum and
an old mine that is now a historical site. The death of the mining industry hit
Taebaek hard and, truth be told, it has yet to fully recover. In an effort to aid and
ameliorate, the government did allow the town to open Kangwon Land Casino 9

8Ix|lc, which is not only the nation’s largest casino but also the only one
allowed to admit Koreans (the rest are foreigner-only).

In addition to the Korean punters and those with a keen interest in the history
of coal mining, the town draws its fair share of visitors who come for its splendid
mountain scenery. Particularly visit-worthy is the magnificent peak of Mt.
Taebaeksan, one of Korea’s most sacred mountains due to its connection with the
national foundation myth.

Taebaeksan Provincial Park

The best reason to come to the town is to
hike up Mt. Taebaeksan BH™Y (“ Great
White Mountain”), one of Korea’s tallest
peaks at 1,567 m. It’s a big mountain but
not a particularly difficult one to climb—
there are no cliffs to negotiate and the path
is blissfully smooth. From the upper

reaches, the views of the surrounding
Taebaeksan Range are breathtaking. If you
bring a flashlight and get to the peak early
(@ 2 hour climb, if you go up the shortest
route), the sunrises are spectacular.

In winter, the mountain receives heavy
snow, which makes the climb even more
beautiful. The snow encrusts the windswept

trees and bushes: these “snow flowers”

Sacred yew trees, Mt. Taebaeksan



Temple

Baekryeonam Q
Temple

produce a fantastic, almost otherworldly
landscape. Spring is another good time to
visit when the peak’s many royal azaleas
bloom.

In addition to the scenic splendor, Mt.
Taebaeksan is worth climbing for its
spiritual and cultural importance. Thanks
to its shamanist and Buddhist heritage,
Korea has many spiritually important
mountains and peaks, but Mt. Taebaeksan
is one of the most sacred. According to
legend, it was here that Hwanung, the son

of the King of Heaven, came down from

National Foundation Day rites at Cheonjedan Altar

@ Taebaek City Hall

Donghwal Valley

aebaek Gowon
lecreational Forest

Provincial

Recreational
Forest

0 Banya Valley

Heaven to found his own sacred city and
teach men how to live. Accordingly, the
entire mountain is dotted with shrines,
altars and Buddhist temples, the most
impressive of these being the stone altar
complex of Cheonjedan 9*11Y, atop the
highest peak itself. Every day, the shrines
and altars bustle with activity, with
shamans from throughout the country
making regular pilgrimages here. The
biggest rites are held at Cheonjedan every
Oct 3, Korea’s National Foundation Day
holiday.

Climbing Mt. Taebaeksan

The most popular course takes you from
Danggol Ticket Booth M3oHHA (near the
Coal Museum, see p278) through the
Danggol Valley « to the Banjae Ridge
Y*W, and from there to the Cheonjedan
Altar (1,560.6 m)
Janggunbong Peak (1,566.7 m). Along
the way, you'll pass Manggyeongsa Temple
SSM, which at 1,470 m is one of Korea’s

Complex and

highest Buddhist temples. Be sure to taste
the well water—they say it is the best in

Korea. You’ll also pass a monument to



King Danjong, a 15th century monarch
who died at age 16 after he was deposed
and exiled by his own uncle. The path,
which is pretty gentle, is 4.4 km long, and
should take about two and half hours to
climb. Another option is a more direct hike
from Yuilsa Temple to Cheonjedan, a
4 km hike that takes two hours.

The Cheonjedan complex is composed of
three altars aligned in a north-south line.
The
Cheonwangdan Y8 E1 or “Altar to the King
of Heaven," where on Oct 3 offerings are

largest of these is the circular

made to Heaven to pray for national peace

Yuilsa Temple
1 Ticket Office

Top of
Mt.Ta

Alter

Manggyeongsa Temple (left). Cheonjedan Altar

and prosperity. When many people refer to
Cheonjedan, they are referring to this altar.
To the north is a smaller, square-shaped
altar called the Janggundan, and to the
south is an even smaller, practically disused
altar called the Hadan 81Y. When these
altars were first built is unknown, but it's
believed ceremonies have been held atop
the mountain since at least the Three
Kingdoms period (57-668).

From Cheonjedan Altar, you can go
down the way you came up, or hike the 3
(1,517
m), a peak holy to Buddhists (you’'ll find a

km ridge to Munsubong Peak

Taebaek C |
City Hall *
Taebaeksan
Hanok Pension
Sky Hotel
Doljip Minbak
Office
Danggol
Valley
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number of stone towers up here), and from
there follow the path down to Danggol
Ticket Booth.

The peaks and main ridge afford
dramatic views of the surrounding
mountains. The vegetation at the higher
altitudes is alpine; particularly impressive
are the ancient, weatherbeaten yew trees,
regarded as sacred by Korean shamanists.

& 2,000 won ® 033-550-2741 (Danggol Ticket
Booth), 033-550-2746 (Yuilsa Temple Ticket
Booth) ffl Danggol Course: Take a bus from
Taebaek Bus Terminal for Danggol and get off at
the park’s parking lot (25 min). Yuilsa Temple:
Take a bus from Taebaek Bus Terminal for
Yeopyeong/Sangdong and get off at Yuilsa
Temple (35 min).

Taebaek Coal Museum

Taekbaek was the heart of Korea’s coal
industry, the dominant industry in southern
Gangwon-do from the 1930s, when the
Japanese colonialists first began exploiting
the region’s rich coal deposits, to the 1980s,
when Korea’s shift to nuclear power and
other fossil fuels all but killed domestic coal
mining. Taebaek Coal Museum, which
opened in 1997, educates visitors about the
High 1 Resort

important role coal mining in Taebaek
played in Korea’s national development and
the sacrifices made by the legions of miners
who braved difficult and dangerous
conditions in the mine shafts below. You’'ll
find all sorts of mining equipment on
display here, as well as mock-ups of mining
life above and below ground.

© 9amtoBpm A 2.000 won ® 033-552-
7730 3 The museum is near the head of the
Danggol trail of Mt. Taebaeksan.

Kangwon Land Casino
& High i Resortmm zs.
Actually in the nearby town Jeongseon 3V,
Kangwon Land Casino—now part of the
High 1 Resort— has the distinction of being
the only casino in Korea where the locals
can gamble. There are other casinos
throughout Korea, especially in Seoul, but
all cater exclusively to foreign tourists and
residents. In 1995, the Korean government
permitted Jeongseon to open up a casino as
a way to help the region recover from
closure of the coal mines.

Las Vegas it’s not, but if you're itching to



T37

WHAT TO

rb.
Ini

Whta'to

drop some money on blackjack, roulette or
craps, you're in the right place. Kangwon
Land is the largest casino in Korea, with
132 tables and 960 slot machines and video
games. Table games include blackjack (45
tables for non-members), Baccarat, roulette,
the Big Wheel, tai sai, Caribbean stud
poker and casino war.

High 1 Resort, meanwhile, is one of
Korea’s newer ski resorts, complete with
luxury hotels and condos, a golf course, and
even a revolving restaurant on the peak of a
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1,340 m mountain. The resort has 18 slopes,
the longest of which is 4.2 km. The basic lift
and gondola rate (morning, afternoon or
night) is 46,000 won; all-day access is
72,000 won. If you just want to ride the
gondola sans skiing, it’ll cost you 12,000
won. Rental skis/snowboards available.

© Casino: 10 am to 6 am the next morning
(Weekdays, Saturday), all day Sunday

cb Casino: 5.000 won. Chips begin at 1,000
won. ® Take a bus (or train) from Taebaek to the
small town of Gohan-ri and from there take
a shuttle bus from Gohan Train Station or take a
taxi (10 min).® 033-590-7700 6 www.high1.com

You'll find plenty of restaurants at the Danggol entrance of
Taebaeksan Provincial Park. In downtown Taebaek, a good restaurant

to try is Neowajip

(033-553-4669) near Taebaek Fire Station s

AB-4, which serves fantastic sanchae bibimbap twi“iaa (rice mixed

with mountain vegetables, 7,000 won) and jeongsik

(Korean

banquet cuisine—rice, soup and atable full of side dishes, starting at

20,000 won). Also try the mem/7jeonbyeong

(buckwheat crepes

wrapped around a filling of seasoned vegetables and tofu. Not only is the food spectacular, but
the restaurant itself is in a 120-year-old wooden shingle home, the likes of which were once

common in these parts of Korea.

Downtown Taebaek has some moderately priced lodging, although some of it is a bit run-

down. The biggest, and one of the nicest, hotels is Sky Hotel

(033-552-9912-3), on

|"e roa” from Taebaek to Taekbaeksan Provincial Park. Rooms begin at 80,000 won on
weekends during the peak season (sun i-Aug 31, Deci-Feb 28). Ifyou’re looking for

something more remote, there’s Taebaeksan Hanok Pension

(033-554-4732, on-

820-4732), a hanok bed-and-breakfast in a valley off the road to Taebaeksan Provincial Park.
During the peak season Quly 19-Aug 16), rooms for two begin at 90,000 won.

The Danggol entrance of Taebaeksan Provincial Park has a minbak village (033-553-7440),
so if you've come to hike Mt. Taebaeksan, this is probably a more convenient, and more
pleasant, option. Rooms for two go for 45,000 won. Take a look at Aneukhan Doljip Minbak °f

s-yyej (033-553-3432), too, where rooms for two (with walls made from Korean red clay)
run 40,000 won during the peak season Qul-Aug, mid-Dec-mid-Feb, and regional festivals).
If you've come for Kangwon Land Casino and you still have money left when they’re through
with you, High 1 Resort has a number of lodging options for the better-heeled, including High 1
Hotel (033-590-7700), where rooms begin at 157,300 won.

Thanks to Taebaek’s history as Coal Town Korea, it’s linked by rail and road to the rest of the
country, but its mountain location means it takes a bit of time to get there. There are regular
buses t0 Taebaek from Seoul’'s Dongseoul Bus Terminal (3 hrs 30 min). There are also regular

buses to other cities throughout Gangwon-do.

There are six trains a day to Taebaek from Seoul's Cheongnyangni Station. It's a long trip (4
hours, 30 minutes), but as the train cuts through some spectacular mountain scenery, it can

be quite picturesque.


http://www.high1.com
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Jeongseon Rail Bike Y1Mo|H

Like Taebaek, the town of Jeongseon S"1is a former mining town hidden in the
mountainous highlands of southern Gangwon-do. While the mines have long since closed,
the town’s beautiful mountain scenery still remains.

A fun way to take in the rural charm is by rail bike. Making use of a disused, 7.2 km
track of the old coal railroad running from Gujeol-ri Station 1 to Auraji 0" the rail
bike passes through some beautiful mountain scenery, especially in autumn when the
hillsides turn a bright crimson. The path runs mostly downhill, past mountains, rivers and
farms; bikes run smoothly enough that even solo travelers can easily peddle their way along.
Combined with stops at other destinations in the area, it's a very pleasant way to spend an
autumn afternoon. Once you’ve reached Auraji, there’s a free train service that will bring
you back to Gujeol-ri Station.

At old Gujeol-ri Station, you’ll also find “The Katydid’'s Dream," A a landmark
spaghetti house/cafe made of two railway cars stacked together, painted green and, with
some creative steelwork, made to look like a katydid. There’s also a small accommodation
facility with cute, colorfully painted two-person “houses” made from steel cylindrical
capsules (70,000 won a night).

On a cultural note, the final destination of Auraji sits aside a pool in the Namhangang
River, and is the birthplace of the Jeongseon version of the famous Korean folk song
“Arirang." The confluence of two rivers, Auraji was, during the Joseon Dynasty, where
boatmen carrying timber used to begin their riverine trip to the royal capital of Seoul. Like

boatmen everywhere, they were fond of singing and their voices used to fill the air. The



slow, sad “Jeongseon Arirang," one of the best-loved versions of the song, tells of a woman
waiting for the return of her husband, a boatman who left for some far-off destination.

© 8:40 am, 10:30 am, 1 pm, 2:50 pm, 4:40 pm 22,000 won (two-person bike), 32,000 won
(4-person bike) ® First, from Taebaek, take a bus (or train) to Jeongseon. From Jeongseon Bus
Terminal, take a local bus to the village of Yeoryang. From Yeoryang, there are mini-buses to Gujeol-ri
Station. ® 033-563-8787 6 www.railbike.co.kr (KR)

Gwinemi Village AmMmT#

If you're in Taebaek in summer, do try to visit Gwinemi Village, a small community high in
the mountains north of Taebaek off the road to Samcheok. And by “high in the
mountains,” we mean “high in the mountains"—the village is at an elevation of over 1,000
m, positively Himalayan by Korean standards. What makes this place so unique, though, is
its spectacular scenery. Taking advantage of the clean mountain air and cool temperatures,
the locals have taken to vegetable farming, particularly Korean cabbage, so visitors are
treated to a beautifully exotic tapestry of rolling hills covered in green farms, not unlike the
tea plantations of Boseong. Also thanks to the altitude, the village gets some spectacular
sunrises.

While the village is quite beautiful, its inhabitants, ruefully, are not there entirely by their
own volition—the village was formed in the 1980s by residents of another small village in
Samcheok that was flooded due to dam construction.

A Take a bus from Taebaek Bus Terminal in the direction of Hajang and tell the driver you're getting off
at Gwinemi Village (40 min).


http://www.railbike.co.kr
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DONGGANG RIVER

A tributary of the Hangang River, the Donggang River cuts a rugged, winding 60
km path through the mountains of Jeongseon S-Y and Yeongwol 38 counties.
This is beautiful, wild country with whitewater rapids, weather-beaten limestone
cliffs, fields of wild flowers, rare animals such as otters and Mandarin ducks, and
rustic villages hidden on sharp bends of the river. So beautiful is it that it’s
sometimes likened to China’s famously scenic Li River. In the late 90s, plans by
the government to erect a dam on the river—in part sparked by a disastrous 1993
flood that submerged much of Yeongwol—nearly spelled the end for this
environment, but the public outcry was so great that in 2000, the authorities
announced that they had abandoned the plan.

The Donggang offers a variety of opportunities for outdoor sports, including
rafting, trekking and biking. A particularly striking route takes hikers from the
village of Jeomjae to the peak of Mt. Baegunsan (882.5 m) and down
again to the villages of Jejang and Munhui The river here snakes
through the mountains in a convoluted series of oxbows, the banks dotted with
small villages bathed in the shade of limestone cliffs. As a hiker, you have many
different options here—you could go along the ridge lines or stay low and follow



1. Rafting on the Donggang River 2. Donggang's beautiful natural scenery 3. Baengnyong Cave.

the river. Atop the hill across the river from Jejang, there are the remains of an old
mountain fortress, and just down the river from Jejang in the direction of
Munhui, you’ll find Baengnyong Cave a 12 km long limestone cave first
opened to the public only in 2010. Aside from the views of the dramatically
meandering river from the top of Mt. Baegunsan, the villages along the river each
have their own special charm, and it's worth spending a day leisurely exploring.

For rafting, the best section of the river is the Eorayeon Valley where
you’ll find stretches of whitewater (especially around the Doen Kkokkari Rapids
S3H7H o\ly* as well as dramatic mountain scenery. It’s a good place to hike, too—
it’ll take you about three hours to hike from the Geoungyo Bridge to the
peak of Jatbong 5® (537 m), down to the Eorayeon and back along the river to
Geoungyo Bridge. Eorayeon is a well-known scenic spot, a sharp bend in the river
that, when seen from above, looks like the Korean Peninsula in miniature.

In the village of Geoun-ri 718V, you’ll find plenty of tour companies offering
rafting trips along the Donggang River. Those inexperienced in rafting needn’t
worry—experienced guides will accompany you. Most companies offer 10 km (3
hours), 13 km (4 hours) and 30 km (8 hours) courses (or distances similar), with
most ending at Geoungyo Bridge. Look to spend about 30,000-90,000 won per
person, depending on the distance. The two-hour Munsannaru —>
Geoungyo Bridge (Seopsae) course is the most popular at 30,000 won.

Ifyou're staying overnight, one recommended place is Hanbando River Pension
(033-375-0099), a bed and breakfast across the river from Eorayeon (a.k.a. the bend in the
Donggang River that resembles the Korean Peninsula). Rooms for two begin atso,000 won on
peak weekends Quly 15-Aug 25). The pension also has a small museum with local artifacts
and old log rafts of the type that used to ply these waters—the pension owner can take you
out on one of these and show you the sights while belting out old boatmen songs, including
the “Jeongseon Arirang” (see P282).

First, you need to get to the small town of Yeongwol SSI. From Seoul, buses to Yeongwol
depart from Dong Seoul Terminal (2 hrs). You could also take a train from Seoul’s
Cheongnyangni Station (2 hrs 30 min). From Taebaek, take a bus to Yeongwol (1 hr 30 min),
and from Yeongwol Bus Terminal, take a bus to Geoungyo (6:20 am, 8:40 am, 12:30 pm, 3:20
pm, 6 pm).



Peak of .Mt. Balwangsan, Yongpyorig Ski Resort
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PYEONGCHANG

The mountain town of Pyeongchang is smack in the middle of Korea’s snow
country. In winter, the surrounding mountains, passes and highland plateaus are
inundated by Korea’s heaviest snowfalls, making it perfect for winter sports. Not
surprisingly, the town is home to some of Korea’s top ski resorts, including the
very popular Yongpyong Ski Resort.

Pyeongchang was little known outside of Korea until 2011, when it was named
the host city of the 2018 Winter Olympic Games. For now, the town is, as ski
resorts go, a small, sleepy place—visitors are unlikely to confuse it for Innsbruck
or Vail. In preparation for the games, however, it will undergo a major facelift in
the coming months, so what you read here won’t be the case for much longer.
While Pyeongchang is known mostly as a winter destination, it’'s lovely
throughout the year. In particular, it is home to Korea’s largest highland
meadows, where you can hike around picturesque sheep ranches and wind farms,
breathing in the clean mountain air as you take in the beautiful landscape.

Pyeongchang and the southwestern town of Muju » (host of the 1997 Winter
Universiade) form the two poles of Korean winter sports. The nation’s growing
horde of skiers and snowboarders descends upon the town each winter to take
advantage of the deep snow. Yongpyeong is also becoming an increasingly
popular destination for international travelers, especially those from warmer
climes like Southeast Asia.

Yongpyong Ski Resort

It may not be Whistler but Yongpyong
(“Dragon Valley”) is still Korea’s top ski
resort and, indeed, one of the best in East
Asia. It has an astounding 31 slopes
(covering the whole range, from beginner to
expert), 15 ski lifts and Dragon Plaza, the
largest ski house in Asia. The longest run is
the intermediate-level 5.6 km Rainbow
Paradise, approached via cable car from
Dragon Plaza—the views of the surrounding

Taebaek Mountain rI]?ange are incredible.
The most scenic part of the park ,s
Dragon Peak (1,459 m), the
summit of Mt. Balwangsan WST. On the
sum mit—reached by gondola—is a
picturesque Swiss-style chalet with drop-dead
views of the mountains and, on a clear day,

even the East Sea. Located in the chalet are a

2018 WINTER OLYMPICS

On July 6. 20U, Pyeongchang was
named the host city of the 2018 Winter
Olympic games. For the visitor, what
this means is that Pyeongchang is likely
to be in a state of flux between now and
the Olympics. The massive Alpensia
Resort (partially open: www.
alpensiaresort.co.kr) is being

developed as the primary venue of the
games. New hotels, including the

Apensra’s Intercontinenfal anﬁhHo\i_&ay
Inrli are bejng constructed> and the

town'’s food and nightlife scene is
expected to change dramatically. There
are even plans to link Pyeongchang by
KTX high-speed train with Seoul and
Incheon International Airport,



cafe and (Korean-style) Western restaurant
known for its spaghetti. If you’re a morning
person, the sunrises here are gorgeous.

Daytime lift and gondola passes are
71,000 won. Daytime+evening passes go
for 97,000 won. Ski rentals are 26,000 won
(daytime), while snowboards can be rented
for 34,000 won. In addition to the skiing,
the resort also has public and private golf
courses. The green fee for non-members on
the public course is 150,000 won on
weekdays, and 190,000 won on weekends.

Yongpyong Resort is also popular—
especially with Japanese tourists—as a
filming locale of the 2002 Korean TV mini-
series Winter Sonata, which was
exceptionally popular in Japan.

Like any proper ski resort, Yongpyong

DAEGWALLYEONG SNOW FLOWER
FESTIVAL

In January, Hoenggye-ri * hosts the
Daegwallyeong Snow Flower Festival, a
celebration of Daegwallyeong’s best
known meteorological phenomenon.
The festival features a good many fun
events, including sledding, sleigh rides,
skating, snowman making and
mountain hiking. For more information,
call 033-336-6112 or visit http://www.
snowfestival.net.

has plenty of accommodation, including
hotels, condos and a youth hostel. As a
welcome change from elsewhere in Korea,
some of these are actually tastefully
designed, especially the Birch Hill
Condominium (members only,
sadly), which is modeled on the Beaver
Creek Resort in Colorado. The most
popular place to stay is Dragon Valley
Hotel -*15221591, where rooms begin at
250,000 won a night. It books out fast in
the winter, though, so be sure to make a
reservation first. The youth hostel is a good
option, especially if you're in a group—
rooms of five go for 70,000 won a night.

® Free shuttle buses for Yongpyong Resort leave
from Hoenggye Post Office. There are also direct
buses to the resort from Seoul. Buses depart
from near Exit 4, Jamsil Station, Line 2 and Exit
2, Sports Complex Station, Line 2 (2 hrs 30 min.
Fare: 15,000 won one way, 28,000 won round-
trip). Visit www.yongpyong.co.kr or call 02-2201 -
7710 for more details, including bus schedule.

® 033-335-5757 6 www.yongpyong.co.kr

Daegwallyeong Sheep Ranch

Granted, sheep are probably not the first
thing to pop into mind when considering
Korea’s top tourist destinations. Perhaps this
is what gives Daegwallyeong Sheep Ranch,
deep in the highlands of Taebaek Mountain
Range, its charm. It’s just so exotic—rolling
treeless hills of grazing land, so very unlike
anywhere else in Korea. Some liken it to
Switzerland with its peaks, grassy fields and,
It’s both
inspiring— unless you’ve just gotten off the

well, sheep. relaxing and
plane from Scotland or New Zealand.

The ranch is open all year round—in
fact, you're more likely to spot the sheep
grazing in the hills in summer than in chill
winter months when they are kept warm
inside. Yet the ranch is an incredibly
popular winter tourist destination, largely

thanks to its beautiful winter scenery. The


http://www
http://www.yongpyong.co.kr
http://www.yongpyong.co.kr
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The distinctly non-Korean landscape of Daegwallyeong Sheep Ranch

Daegwallyeong area—a key gateway
through the Taebaek Mountain Range—
gets the heaviest snowfall in Korea. Even
without the snow, the area has a stark
highland beauty, of barren rolling hills
beneath a cloudless cerulean sky.
Pyeongchang’s Daegwallyeong region is
South Korea’s largest plateau area, with the
landscape dominated by grassy meadows
punctuated by craggy mountain peaks. Due
to its high altitude—the plateau is over 800
meters high with a number of peaks
surpassing 1,000 meters—Daegwallyeong is
known as the “first village under the sky.”
The region has served as an important pass
through Korea’s rough mountainous interior.
The sheep ranch is approached via the
small mountain town of Hoenggye Y71 on
the eastern edge of the plateau. The town
itself doesn’t have much beyond the all-

important bus station, although it does

As for food, the area is famous for its beef, dried pollack and osam bulgogi

have some decent places to stay and eat.

Most visitors come to the ranch for the
scenery and a walking path of about 1.2
km takes you around the grassland which
reaches a peak altitude of 980 meters. It
gets cold and windy up here, so be sure to
dress warmly.

The higher parts of the ranch offer some
beautiful views of the surrounding highlands.
After it snows—and when it snows up here,
it snows a lot—it’s like a glistening white
tapestry thrown over the hills, meadows and
peaks. It doesn’t quite have the same
intimidating vastness of the Scottish
Highlands, but it’s not dissimilar, either. And
in the Korean context, it’s quite unique.

© 9 amto5pm ® 033-335-1966

6 www.yangtte.co.kr. LL| Buses to Hoenggye-ri
run from Seoul's Dong Seoul Bus Terminal. The
trip takes about two and a half hours. From
Hoenggye-ri Bus Station, take a taxi to the
ranch—the fare will be about 10,000 won.

(spicy pan-

fried squid and pork). You'll find many such restaurants in Hoenggye—the Napjak Sikdang Y5

-S (033-335-5477) does a mean osam bulgogi.

Conceivably, this could be done as a day trip-the first bus leaves Seoul at 6:35 am, and the
last bus back leaves at 8 pm. There are several small hotels and motels in Hoenggye, but

another option is to make use of one of the several rental houses or "pensions"

. A two-

person room could run you 100,000-140,000 won a day during ski season. Some ones to

check out are Wildfloaroma

(033-335-6873), Jajaknamu Pension

(033-

335-3691) and Woorimaul Pension °r|nkin?1'Y (033-336-4580).


http://www.yangtte.co.kr
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WONJU

With a population of just over 320,000 people, the city of Wonju is the largest
city in the province of Gangwon-do and a major transportation hub, with rail and
highway connections to Seoul. It’s also an important educational center, home to
several notable universities including a campus of prestigious Yonsei University.
The city’s important transportation links have given it a strategic significance,
too— no less than three major battles were fought for control of the city in the
Korean War. Accordingly, the city and its surroundings are home to a number of
large Korean military bases, including the headquarters of the Republic of Korea
1st Army, and, until very recently, two American bases.

Wonju’s convenient rail and road access to Seoul, and its location in the far
southwestern corner of the province, almost make it seem like a satellite city of
the capital. Like most cities of this size, there are a lot of shops, restaurants and
motels but, truth be told, it’s not an especially riveting place—the city was almost
completely rebuilt after the Korean War. The downtown has little of historical
interest, save perhaps the old water tower next to Wonju Station, which once
serviced the steam locomotives of the Japanese colonial era. Most travelers who
come to Wonju do so to visit nearby Chiaksan National Park, a scenic mountain
park popular with hikers from Seoul.

Chiaksan National Park



Chiaksan National Park
Mt. Chiaksan (“Pheasant Crag Mountain”)
is a steep, rugged mountain with several
peaks over 1,000 m high, including its
highest peak, Birobong (1,288 m). lIts
slopes are covered in thick, verdant forests
that hide deep valleys and picturesque
waterfalls. Thanks to its relative proximity
to Seoul, its trails can get quite busy on
weekends, especially in autumn when its
maples turn bright crimson.

Most hikers approach the mountain
from the north via Guryongsa Temple
the mountain’s largest Buddhist monastery.
The path takes you through thick forest
(with some centuries-old pines) and past a
couple of pretty waterfalls before
commencing what seems like an endless
series of stairs up the mountain to
Birobong Peak. The first part of the trail is
pretty tame but the stairs are fairly steep—
bring a bottle of water. The hike to the
peak is 5.7 km and takes about three and
half hours. From Birobong, head back

down the way you came or descend via

THE GRATEFUL PHEASANT
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Guryong Hiking
Center

Bugok
Ticket Booth
Taejoni
Gut
Sangwonsa
Temple
Seongnam
Hiking Center

Mt. Chiaksan takes its name from a legend associated with the peak. Many years

ago, a traveler was walking along one of the mountain’s paths when he came

across a pheasant, around which a snake was wrapped. Feeling bad for the

pheasant, he took his bow and fired an arrow at the snake, killing it and rescuing

the pheasant. Later that night, he was looking for a place to spend the night, and
met a woman who kindly invited him to spend the night at her place. During the
night, however, the woman turned into a snake and, vowing revenge for the death

of her husband, wrapped herself around the sleeping traveler, promising to kill him

ifthe bell of nearby Sangwonsa Temple

did not ring thrice before dawn.

Learning of the man’s plight, the grateful pheasant ran to Sangwonsa Temple and
bashed its head into the bell three times, killing itself but saving the man. This tale
is recounted in visual form in a wooden engraving that hangs in the belfry of

Sangwonsa Temple, near Namdaebong Peak



Hwanggol Valley 2®7!- (4.1 km). There’s
also a campsite near Guryongsa Temple;
during the peak season, pitch a tent for
2,000 won a night.

Explore the southern end of the park
(including Sangwonsa Temple) around
Namdaebong Peak (1,181 m), but to
do this, begin at Seongnam-ri oM13.
¢ 3,200 won @ 033-762-5695 glTake Bus No.
41 from Wonju Station to Guryongsa Temple (40
min). If you're going to Seongnam-ri, take bus

No. 21 (30 min). Bus No. 82 will take you back to
Wonju from the Hwanggol Valley.

9gs

PANDAE ICE PARK
If you’re into extreme sports, Wonju is
X home to one of Korea’s finest artificial
ice-climbing parks. Wonju Pandae
Artificial Ice Park is, essentially, a natural
Ix cliff covered by atoo mwall of ice,
overlooking a frozen river. It's 90 degree
climbing here and not for beginners or
the faint of heart. Bring your own screws
and other gear, too. You need to reserve
a spot before you go (033-761-4177)-
You're going to need your own wheels or
take a cab from Wonju.)

Wonju Pandae Artificial Ice Park

There are plenty of places at the Guryongsa entrance to get nourishment. Many of the eateries
here do deodeok gui*sppoi or roasted, seasoned bellflower root.

Assuming you’re in Wonju to hike Mt. Chiaksan, Wonju makes an easy day trip from Seoul. If
you’'d like to spend the night here, though, it’s probably more pleasant to stay at the entrance
to Chiaksan National Park than in Wonju itself. You'll find your usual collection of minbak
(homestays) and pensions near the Guryongsa entrance. Also near the entrance, more
creature comforts are offered at Chiaksan Hotel (033-731-7931), where rooms go for
80,000 won anight on peak weekends.

From Seoul, buses to Wonju depart from Dong Seoul Terminal and Express Bus Terminal (1 hr
40 min). Trains to Wonju depart from Seoul’'s Cheongnyangni Station (1 hr 20-30 min).

As Gangwon-do’s largest city, the town is also well-connected by bus to other cities inside and
outside the region, including Chuncheon, Gangneung, Daejeon, Daegu and Busan.
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CHEORWON !£!

Just across the provincial border from Gyeonggi-do, in the mountainous region
of Gangwon-do is the town of Cheorwon, home to some of the country’s most
impressive Korean War ruins. Once a large, prosperous railroad and road
junction controlling the Geumhwa Valley a vital north-south passageway
to Seoul, the town was virtually wiped off the map in the bitter fighting during
the Korean War. After the war, the town was rebuilt several kilometers away.
Where the old town once stood, all that remains are shattered ruins in the rice
fields.

While the Workers’ Party of Korea office is the most famous of Cheorwon’s
Korean War ruins, there are some others to see as well. A short walk down the
road from the historic office brings you to the remnants of the Cheorwon
Methodist Church an old American mission church from the 1930s
that was later used as a North Korean barracks. If you venture past the Civilian
Control Line Y8Y, there is more, including an old ice cellar, bank and
agricultural inspection office. Most of what you will see, however, are rice fields.

Ruins of Workers' Party of Korea office are a reminder of the tragedy of the Korean War.
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Ruins of Workers' Party of Korea
Building

The ruins of the old Cheorwon office of the
Workers’ Party of Korea, the ruling party of
North Korea, is perhaps Korea’s most
haunting symbol of division and war. One
of only a few buildings in Cheorwon whose
walls remained standing once the guns fell
silent, the bombed-out skeleton, with its
bullet and shell-scarred facade, recalls
images of postwar Germany. Around it are
nothing but fields and hills where a once
prosperous downtown had been—a jarring
reminder of the complete devastation the
war visited upon the city.

The original building was constructed in
1946 by the North Koreans using Soviet
engineering techniques. The result was a
sturdy, three-story concrete building of the
Soviet style frequently encountered in
North Korea and the former Eastern Bloc.

The office was erected, it is said, using

forced labor and contributions of rice
squeezed from the locals.

As the headquarters of the local branch
of the communist Workers Party of Korea,
within its walls party leaders kept an eye on
the local population, planned espionage
and guerrilla activities against the South,
and questioned and tortured those accused
of anti-communist activities. Bones, bullets
and barbed wire were discovered in a
tunnel behind the office.

Old Woljeong-ri Stn.

Cheonvon
Peace Observatory
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Like the rest of Cheorwon, the old
building suffered greatly in the battles for
the Iron Triangle in mid-1951. Repeated
shelling left it a burnt-out shell. The steps
leading to its entrance bear the marks of
tank treads. It is all very tragic and surreal.

Today, the ruins are seen as a symbol of
Korea’s division and the horror of
fratricidal war. On occasion, the site is used

for concerts and performances.

Old Woljeong-ri Station
& Cheorwon Peace Observatory

Located just in front of the southern side of
the DMZ is a small train station. Old
Woljeong-ri Station—actually a 1988
restoration—is the closest train station to
the DM Z in South Korea, although trains
stopped running this far north long ago. It
is kept around for symbolic reasons. Behind
the station is an old train platform, a
rusting sign and the twisted skeletal
remains of a North Korean transport train
bombed by the Americans during the war.
In the old days, Woljeong-ri Station was
a whistle stop on the Gyeongwon Line.

GANGWON-DO 293

Linking the capital city of Seoul with the
East Sea port of Wonsan (now in North
Korea), the line was completed by the
Japanese in 1914 using local Korean labor
and White Russian emigres. The railroad
opened Seoul's market to Cheorwon’s rice
and Wonsan’s seafood, bringing prosperity
to both towns. The division of Korea and
subsequent Korean War severed the line,
however. Now, the last stop on the line is
Sintan-ri in the neighboring county of
Yeoncheon

Nearby is an observatory for crane
watching—cranes flourish in the tranquil,
generally uninhabited DM Z—and the
Cheorwon Peace Observatory. Recently
built and equipped with a state-of-the-art
monorail, it offers a rare chance to look out
into the DM Z and beyond into North
Korea (tickets: 3,000 won).

Seungilgyo Bridge

Several kilometers from the old Workers’
Party of Korea building is the Seungilgyo
Bridge, a handsome, if somewhat aged,
concrete arch bridge that spans a gorge of
the Hantangang River YBY. It is a



Korean War ruins, Cheorwon

particularly beautiful spot any time of year,
especially if you like old bridges.

According to popular belief, construction
of Seungilgyo Bridge was started by the
North Koreans in 1948 and completed by
the South Koreans after the war. If you look
closely, you will sec that the north and
south halves of the bridge—notably the
decorative arches—are clearly different.
There has been some debate about the
name: some claim it is taken from the
names of the South and North Korean
leaders at the time (Rhee Syngman—
pronounced Lee Seung-man in Korean—
and Kim ll-sung), while others claim it is
named for Col. Park Seung-il, who was
killed in action after leading his troops

across the Hantangang River.

Because of the tragic history of national
division and war that the bridge
architecturally represents, it is sometimes
referred to as Korea’s “Bridge on the River
Kwai.”

While no one doubts the tragic romance
of the bridge’s history, it may not, in fact,
be true. Recent research has turned up
journal entries and photos that suggest that
the bridge was begun by the colonial
Japanese and completed by the US 79th
Engineer Construction Battalion. This is the
explanation given on the bridge’s tourist
information board. In summer, the waters
underneath the bridge are a popular rafting

area.

A local specialty is pork ribs, or pokeu wang g a /b iSitui. This flavorful meat dish consists
of specially selected pork marinated in medicinal herbs and fruit, and is served at room

temperature. Gogung Galbi 23*141(033-455.1535) jn Dongsong-eup

is a good place to

savor this. Otherwise, there are plenty of eateries all over Cheorwon including its new

downtown, Galmal-eup

Cheorwon’s Korean beef, hanu, 2=*° is particularly well regarded.

There is no real need to stay in Cheorwon, as it can be visited as a day trip from Seoul. Ifyou
do want or need to stay, though, there are a good many small motels and inns in Dongsong-

eup and Galmal-eup. Highly recommended is the Hantan River Spa Hotel

(033.

455-1234, www.hantanhotel.co.kr), a lovely spa with indoor and outdoor facilities overlooking

a scenic ravine in the Hantangang River.

To get to the ruins ofthe Workers’ Party of Korea, just take Seoul Subway Line 1to

Dongducheon

transfer to the Gyeongwon Line commuter train and get off at the last

stop (and we do mean last-any further and you're in North Korea) of Sintan-ri YEY From

Sintan-ri, there are buses that pass by the ruins. All told, it takes about two hours. To get to
some of the sites across the Civilian Line of Control, you need a car. Access to the area is open
four times a day on weekdays (9:30,10:30 am, 1 pm, 2:30 pm, closed Tuesdays)—you need to
inform the Iron Triangle Tourism Office (033-450-5558) in the hamlet of Goseokjeong 2-s3 at
least 20 minutes beforehand. On weekends, you must take a shuttle bus (8,000 won) from the
aforementioned office. If you don’t have a car, you can hire a taxi (about 60,000 won). To get
to the Seungilgyo Bridge, just take a taxi from Goseokjeong.

WHAT TO
EAT

WHERE TO
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http://www.hantanhotel.co.kr
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HWACHEON A

Rugged mountains, deep blue lakes and rushing rivers—that’s what Hwacheon’s
all about. Just getting to Hwacheon is itself an adventure, with buses from
Chuncheon (the nearest transportation hub) following a winding route along the
craggy banks of Chuncheonho Lake and the Bukhangang River “ YY. Traveling
about the district involves bus and car rides through steep valleys and high
mountain passes that offer stunning views over the wilds of central Korea.

For most of the year, Hwacheon is little more than a sleepy mountain town
(albeit a beautiful one) frequented mainly by a) sportsmen hoping to do a little
fishing, and b) Korean military personnel, who actually outnumber residents in
this sparsely populated county near the DMZ. In January, however, its frozen
rivers play host to one of Korea’s most popular winter festivals, the Hwacheon
Sancheoneo Ice Festival. The festival aside, however, Hwacheon’s scenic beauty
alone justifies the two and a half hour bus ride from Seoul, and history buffs will
appreciate the Korean War history hidden amidst the county’s mountains and

waterways.

Created in 1944, scenic Paroho Lake ("lake where the barbarians were smashed”)
was the site of some of the worst fighting of the Korean War.




Myeongga
Hwa=heonCountyom ce-iChe0On" Mak9UkSU H arh, .
Hwacheon Bus Terminal® Eojuktang L

Paroho Lake

Hwacheon, like neighboring Chuncheon, is
in the heart of Korea’s lake country.
Granted, most of the “lakes” are actually
reservoirs, the product of massive dam
projects during the middle part of the 20th
century, but the resulting scenery is
beautiful nonetheless. They also provide a
venue for leisure activities like sport fishing
and boating.

Created in 1944 with the construction of
the Hwacheon Dam, Paroho Lake js
the largest of Hwacheon’s reservoirs.
Known prior to 1951 as the Hwacheon
Reservoir YYAT*!, it was given its current
name— which translates as “lake where the
barbarians were smashed"— by Korea'’s
first president, Syngman Rhee, to
commemorate the seizing of the
strategically important body of water (and,
just as important, its valuable hydroelectric
plant) from Chinese forces in the Korean
War.

Rimmed by snowy peaks in winter, the
deep blue lake is quite picturesque,
especially in the morning, when it is covered
in fog. There is a small lakeside village that
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enjoy the bounty of the reservoir’s plentiful
fish stock. Also lakeside are a couple of
Korean War battle monuments and a small
museum dedicated to the bloody battles
fought to control the lake.

On weekends and holidays, there are
tour ferries that depart from a dock at the
west end of the lake for a 24 km, 80
minute trip to Peace Dam Park. There is
one boat a day from Nov to Apr (1 pm),
and two from May to Oct (9:30 am, 2 pm).
The fare is 8,000 won one way, 15,000

round-trip.



Hwacheon Dam, built by the Japanese between 1939 and 1944

Hwacheon Dam

Built by the Japanese between 1939 and
1944, the massive Hwacheon Dam is still
one of Korea’s largest dams and an
important source of electrical power. In
fact, at the time of the Korean War, it was
one of South Korea’s only sources of power,
and for this reason—and the fear that the
communists could use it as a weapon to
flood the Hangang River valley—some of
the Korean War’s fiercest battles took place
around the dam and Hwacheon Reservoir.
Sturdily built, the dam survived intense
bombings from US B-29 heavy bombers,
although its sluice gates were eventually
taken out by aerial torpedoes dropped by
US Navy aircraft in a daring raid
reminiscent of the Death Star scene in “ Star
Wars.” There are a couple of Korean War
monuments by the dam, which itself cuts a
rather spectacular image against the
backdrop of the lake and forested hills
beyond.

B Buses to Paroho Lake depart from
Hwacheon's city bus terminal. To get to
Hwacheon Dam. however, you should take a
cab from downtown Hwacheon (the fare is about
15.000 won).

ad

HWACHEON SANCHEONEO ICE
FESTIVAL

Hwacheon’s population skyrockets
every winter when it plays host to the
Hwacheon Sancheoneo Ice Festival,
recently named one of the world’s best
winter festivals by the Lonely Planet
and CNN. Dedicated to the
sancheoneo, an indigenous freshwater
mountain trout that thrives in the
county’s ice cold rivers, the festival's
signature event is ice fishing. There will
be equipment on hand, although if you
like (and some do), you could try it
barehanded, too! It’s really quite good
fun, and even if fishing activities don’t
appeal to you, there’s plenty else going
on like sledding and skating.
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Peace Dam

& Bimok Park ul- 59

Hwacheon is perhaps best known as home
to the Peace Dam, a rather curious piece of
Cold War history. In 1986, the North
Koreans began work on a mammoth dam
just across the DM Z. South Korea— then
preparing for the 1988 Summer
Olympics— feared the North Koreans might
use the dam to flood the Hangang River
and wreak havoc in Seoul. So work began
on a dam of their own, dubbed the “ Peace
Dam” to block potential flood waters from
the North. A nationwide campaign to
gather money for the dam was
undertaken—school children would donate
their lunch money for the cause—but
construction was suspended when public
opinion turned against the project, which
came to be regarded as an embarrassing
white elephant.

The dam got another lease on life in
2002, when cracks began appearing in the
North Korean dam across the DMZ. The
North Koreans added to worries in 2005
when—without bothering to warn
anyone— they released water from the dam,
causing considerable damage to border

Bimok Park

areas in South Korea. Work thus began
again on the Peace Dam, which was finally
completed in October 2005.

At 601 meters long and 125 meters high,
the Peace Dam is truly gargantuan in scale.
True to purpose, it lacks a reservoir; it was
built to keep water out, not hold it back.
Located in a remote mountain valley near
the DM Z, the surroundings couldn’t be any
more gorgeous. The dam is now part of a
“peace park,” and surrounding the dam
wall are a number of belfries in which hang
massive Buddhist bells crafted from casings
and shells collected from 30 conflict zones
around the world. It is said that when rung,
the bells can be heard for a hundred
kilometers.

Also near the dam is a humble stone

The Peace Dam was erected to stop North Korea from flooding Seoul.
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tomb with a rusty steel helmet and a cross
made of gnarled wood. This is a replica of
an actual tomb found not far from here in
1964 by a young lieutenant named Hahn
Myung-hee. Hahn later penned the song
“Bimok” (“Wooden Cross” ), which became
one of the most famous Korean tunes of the
1970s. The tomb symbolizes the tragedy of
a nation torn apart by fratricidal war.

@ Buses to the Peace Dam run from
Hwacheon's Intercity bus terminal (50 min). The
road to the dam passes through rugged
mountain country, including the Haesan Scenic
Spot, a high mountain pass that offers wonderful
vistas. You can make better use of the scenic
spot if you have your own car or take a taxi.

Old North Korean Barracks

Located above the 38th parallel, Hwacheon
was controlled by North Korea prior to the
Korean War. An interesting reminder of this

history is an old North Korean barracks
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Old North Korean barracks

building located about a 20 minute drive
from downtown Hwacheon. A sturdy stone
building with little in the way of
decoration, it was recently restored. You’ll
need a taxi here—ask the driver for

Inmingun Saryeongbu Maksa

With its many rivers and lakes, Hwacheon is famous for its fish,
often served raw. Myeongga S7| (033-442-2957), not far from
Hwacheon Bus Terminal, is famous for its freshwater trout
(sancheoneo t-'Soi), roasted freshwater eel (jangeo-gui,

°l) and freshwater mandarin fish sashimi (ssogari-hoe,

Raw fish can be expensive, though, so be forewarned.

Hwacheon Eojuktang
of Hwacheon Hydroelectric Power Station

mean eojuktang °*o'(spicy fish stew) on the cheap. Eobu Hoetjip

(033-442-5544), located in front

Makguksu
(033-442-3131),

does a

located near the pier of Paroho Lake, has been serving its raw fish for over 30 years.
If you'd prefer something less fishy, behind the bus terminal you’ll find Cheonil Makguksu *
(033-442-2127), which specializes in makguksu * 4=—spicy buckwheat noodles served

cold and a regional specialty.

There are about 20 or so motels and Korean-style inns (yeogwan, °ts) in Hwacheon Town.
Most are pleasant enough and offer rooms at around 35,000-50,000 won a night, depending
on s'ze ar,d time of year. If you're looking for something a bit more luxurious, you might want
to look in Chuncheon, where there is a much wider range of accommodations.

Buses to Hwacheon depart from the Dong Seoul (14 buses daily) and Sangbong (13 buses
daily) terminals. The trip takes about three hours, with all buses passing through the
provincial capital of Chuncheon first. From Chuncheon, frequent buses to Hwacheon take just

one hour.
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»Take a cruise boat on Chungjuho Lake, a virtual inland sea
surrounded by beautiful mountains and dramatic rock
formations

»Soak your aches and pains away at Suanbo Hot Springs

*Spend a day ortwo atthe Korean lakeside resorttown of
Danyang

* Hike the lovely peaks of Songnisan National Park and
check out the fascinating Buddhist temple of Beopjusa

» Check out the museums and historic sites ofthe provincial
capital of Cheongju

»Trek across Sobaeksan National Park, home to the
massive Buddhist complex of Guinsa
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RURAL RELAXATION

Chungcheongbuk-do is one of Korea’s smallest and least
populated provinces. Mostly rural and mountainous, the
province is defined by its friendly, easy-going people, most of
whom work in the agricultural sector, and the relaxed, slow pace
of life. Basically, it’'s Korean countryside atits most typical.
While Chungcheongbuk-do doesn’t have quite as many tourist
destinations as other provinces, the sites it does have are well
worth seeing. There are some beautiful landscapes such as
Chungjuho Lake, Songnisan National Park, Woraksan National
Park and Sobaeksan National Park. Nestled away on a mountain
lake, the picturesque resorttown of Danyang is a great place to
relax for a couple of days. There’s plenty of culture and history
here, too, not the least of which is Beopjusa Temple, one of

Korea’s most spectacular Buddhist monasteries.

Chungjuho Lake
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CHEONGJU

The provincial capital of Chungcheongbuk-do, Cheongju—not to be confused
with the nearby town of Chungju or the Jeollabuk-do provincial capital of
Jeonju— has been an important economic and administrative center for the region
for centuries. Today, it is a commercial, economic and transportation hub of
more than 660,000 people, home to several universities and even its own airport.
Over the last century, however, the city has come to be overshadowed by the
nearby metropolis of Daejeon.

Cheongju is a nice enough town, its road and rail connections are convenient,
and it has a few points of interest. The Cheongju Early Printing Museum marks
the site where, in 1377, Korean monks produced the first book printed using
metal movable type. Cheongju National Museum is also worth a visit to learn
about the culture and history of the province. Overlooking the city atop a hill
just east of town, the old stone fortress of Sangdangsanseong Fortress offers great

views and makes for a nice hike.

lavnnt Cheongju’s old downtown, including the Chungcheongbuk-do Provincial

Y Office and Cheongju City Hall is in the eastern partofthe
city. Cheongju’s intercity and express bus terminals, meanwhile, are next to one another
on the western edges of town. Cheongju Station is actually a couple of kilometers
westoftown, so to get back and forth from there, you’ll need to take a bus or cab. The
same goes for Cheongju International Airport which is several kilometers north
ofthe city. Cheongju National Museum and Sangdangsanseong Fortress are just east of
town, while Cheongju Early Printing Museum is smack dab in the center of the city.
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Cheongju Early Printing Museum

Opened in 1992, Cheongju Early Printing
Museum was built on the site of the old
Buddhist temple of Heungdeoksa $ "4 In
1377, monks printed a copy of the Jllﬂl, an
anthology of Zen teachings compiled by the
Korean Buddhist monk Gyeonghan (better
known by his pen name, Baegun), using
metal movable type. This was the first time
in world history that metal movable type
was used, a full 78 years before Johannes
Gutenberg introduced movable type to
Europe. In recognition of this breakthrough
in mankind’s cultural development, the Jllql
was registered by UNESCO as a “Memory
of the World” in 2001; in 2004, UNESCO
created the Jikji Prize to recognize
institutions that have contributed to the
preservation of mankind’s documentary
heritage.

The Cheongju Early Printing Museum
has in its possession some 650 artifacts,
including a number of historic printed
documents from the Goryeo and Joseon
dynasties. There are also displays
explaining the development of metal type
print and detailing the printing process
itself. Sadly, what you won'’t find here is a
copy of the JIK/I itself most of which was
lost. The final volume survives, mind you,

but it was purchased by French diplomat

Jikji. the world's first book printed using metal
movable type

and antiquities collector Victor Emile Marie
Joseph Collin de Plancy at the turn of the
20th century and shipped to France. You
can find it today in the Oriental
Manuscripts division of the National
Library of France. Korea has lobbied the
French to return the volume to the land of
its creation, but so far the French have
refused.

© 9 amto 6 pm. Closed Mondays Free

® 043-200-4515 6 http:/fjikjiworld.cjcity.net
®Take Bus No. 831 or 831-1 from Cheongju
Bus Terminal and get off at Cheongju Arts
Center 3® Miasygg The museum is just across
the street.

Cheongju National Museum

Dedicated to preserving and promoting the
historical and cultural heritage of
Chungcheongbuk-do, Cheongju National
Museum has a permanent collection of
2,300 artifacts, including Paleolithic stone
tools and Goryeo-era celadon ceramics.
There’s a children’s museum, too, if you
need something for the kids to do. The
museum is in a lovely location in a forested
valley on the way to Sangdangsanseong
Fortress. Built in 1987 by one of Korea’'s
greatest architects, the late Kim Swoo-geun,
it is a modern interpretation of Korean
traditional architecture.

© 9 am to 6 pm (Tue-Fri), extended hours on
weekends. Admission ends one hour prior to

Artifacts, Cheongju National Museum


http://jikjiworld.cjcity.net

Sangdangsanseong Fortress provides wonderful views of Cheongju.

closing. Closed Mondays, ¢ Free © 043-229-
6300 6 http://cheongju.museum.go.kr g|Take
Bus No. 821, 822-1 or 826 from Cheongju
Intercity Bus Terminal to City Hall. At City Hall,
transfer to Bus No. 861-2 to the museum. The
trip takes about 40 minutes.

Sangdangsanseong Fortress

Snaking its way along around the peak of
Mt. Uamsan Sangdangsanseong is a
typical mountain fortress of the Joseon
Dynasty (1392-1910). Its impressive stone
walls, standing 4.7 m high, form a 4.4 km
loop around the hilltop. Once the military
headquarters of the Chungcheong region,
the fortress was a city unto itself, home to a
garrison of 3,500 troops and Buddhist
warrior monks. Its walls were filled with
administrative buildings, ponds, barracks,
armories, warehouses and other military
facilities. Most of those are long gone but
its main east, south and west gates still

remain, as do two smaller “secret” gates
that allowed reinforcements to enter the
fortress unnoticed when it was under seige.
The current walls mostly date from a 1716-
1719 reconstruction (with restoration work
done in the 1970s), but it is believed the
ancient Backje Kingdom first built a
fortress here during the Three Kingdoms
era (57 BC-AD 668).

It takes about two hours to walk the
entire length of the wall. The western
sections provide beautiful views of the city
of Cheongju. Just inside the fortress is a
collection of Korean traditional hanok
homes that now function as restaurants—
this is a good place to eat.

© 24 hours S Free ® 043-200-2227

glTake Bus No. 513-1, 515, 314, 717, 311-1
from Cheongju Bus Terminal and get off at
Chungcheongbuk-do Provincial Office. Transfer
to Bus No. 862 to Sangdangsanseong.


http://cheongju.museum.go.kr

Bg The hanok village inside Sangdangsanseong is a good

a 51 place to score good food. One particularly well-known
place up here is Daeujang (043-252-3306), which
does hanbang baeksuk (30,000 won), chicken

boiled in a broth of medicinal herbs-the meat just
falls offthe bone. Korean presidents, who until
recently spent their summers at the nearby
presidential retreat of Cheongnamdae often
frequented this restaurant while on vacation. Be sure
to also order a bottle of daechusul a smooth,
locally produced wine made from jujube fruit.
Another baeksuk option is Kyungbukzip (043-
211-9200-1, www.kbzip.kr), where instead of chicken they use a variety of fresh water fish.
This is serious eats for the ardent epicurean: a small serving of mandarin fish boiled with
ginseng, dates, chestnuts and other ingredients will run you 80,000 won (for two). The catfish
is cheaper at 60,000 won for two. Maeuntang &@iSS, a spicy fish soup, is also on the menu.
Cheongju’s signature dish, however, is yangnyeom samgyeopsalYnY 3¥Y —slices of fatty
pork belly bathed in a sauce of Korean chili paste and grilled on a sheet oftin foil. Baengno
Sikdang yts&iS (043-259-9611), a Cheongju institution across from the provincial office, is a
good place to score this delight, although they call \t.gochujang bulgogindyxn?! (9,000 won
a person). When the meat is finished, a bowl of rice is poured into the remaining sauce and
cooked in tin foil.
In addition to the usual places where one would find restaurants (i.e., the bus terminal), the
area in front of Cheongju University 3egell] has aton of restaurants. You'll also find a good
many cheap eats around Chungbuk National University

The Ramada Plaza Cheongju (043-290-1000, www.ramadakorea.co.kr) is
probably the nicest hotel in central Korea. Located in the northern part of town near Cheongju
University, it's got everything you'd expect in a 4 star hotel including Western, Japanese and
Chinese restaurants, a sky bar, fitness center and pool. Rooms offer views of Mt. Uamsan or
downtown Cheongju. It's not the most convenient location but with rooms beginning at
230,000 won a night, if you're staying here, you can afford the taxi ride. If you'd like to stay
near the bus terminal but in comfort, you can try Newvera Tourist Hotel Yauapgslln (043-235-
8181-4) or Reeho Tourist Hotel em sifsy (043-233-8800). Both are clean and comfortable
with rooms that start around 96,000 won. There are plenty of motels/inns ofthe gaudy “love
motel” variety by the bus terminals, too. Hotel Joy sssoi (043-234-1845) sports rooms with
modern decor and home theaters that begin at 60,000 won a night.

Cheongju does have a train station but it’s a bit out of town, and sits on the relatively minor
Chungbuk Line which links the Gyeongbu (Seoul-Busan) Line and the Jungang Line that
connects Seoul and Gyeongju. Cheongju’s bus connections are much more convenient.
Frequent express buses for Cheongju depart from Seoul’'s Dong Seoul Terminal and Express
Bus Terminal (1 hr, 40 min). From Daejeon’s Dongbu Terminal, inter-city buses for Cheongju
depart every 10 minutes (1 hr). There are also express buses to Cheongju from Daegu (both
Dongdaegu and Seodaegu), Busan and Gwangju.

Lest it be forgotten, Cheongju has an international airport, too. There are about 10 flights a
day to Jejudo, as well as several flights a week to Beijing and Osaka. Direct buses to the
airport depart from Bukcheongju Terminal and Daejeon’s Dongbu Terminal.

v/
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http://www.kbzip.kr
http://www.ramadakorea.co.kr
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Nogeun-ri Incident Site num

A few kilometers outside the small town of Yeongdong 8S is a double railway bridge in the
quiet village of Nogeun-ri (or, as it is often spelled in the foreign press, No Gun Ri). It was
here that one of the most tragic—and controversial— incidents of the Korean War took
place. Between July 26 and 29, 1950, an undetermined number of civilian refugees were
killed here by elements of the US 7th Cavalry Regiment, some as they hid under the bridge.
Pockmarked with bullet holes, the bridge still bears the scars of what transpired, a grim
reminder of the brutality of war.

The Korean War turned much of Korea’s population into refugees in their own country.
In the face of the North Korean invasion, some four to six million refugees fled to cities in
the south like Busan. Refugees even became factors on the battlefield; refugee-clogged roads
hindered movement and logistics, and North Korean infiltration of refugee columns created
havoc in UN rear areas and led to some of the most tragic episodes of the war.

What exactly happened at Nogeun-ri is still debated. What is known is that US troops,
panicky and on the retreat, killed South Korean refugees at the railway bridge. How many
were killed depends on who you ask—one US military historian put the figure as low as
eight to 35, while Korean witnesses quoted by Associated Press (AP), which won a Pulitzer
for a series of articles on the Nogeun-ri killings in 1999, put the death toll near 400. The
town of Yeongdong claims 248.

In 2001, then-US President Bill Clinton offered a statement of regret for the killing of
Korean civilians at Nogeun-ri. Work is currently underway to turn the area around the old
bridge into a history park. Activist groups frequently visit the site, leaving behind signs,
letters and other items which give the site a memorial feel.

@ Buses to Yeongdong depart from Cheongju's Intercity Bus Terminal. In Yeongdong, take a bus to
Hwanggan from Yeongdong Bus Terminal and get off at Nogeun-ri.
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Sewang Brewery AIL&E

Sewang Brewery is one of only a handful of
historic breweries still in operation in Korea.
Run by the same family for three generations, it’s
a piece of living history. The old brewery
building, designed by a Japanese architect and
built of pine cut from the thick forests of sacred
Mt. Baekdusan, was completed in 1930, and has
changed very little since then. Indeed, so
perfectly was it designed for its intended task
that it hasn’t had to; the building’s natural
ventilation is so good that when repair work was
done in 2006, it was found that its framework
hadn’t rotted at all. Even the clay jars in which
the booze ferments date from the 1930s.

Sewang Brewery specializes in fermented

beverages like tnakgeolli and yalg'u 9.
Makgeolli, which seems to be all the rage

nowadays, is a milky rice beer that has long provided hard-working Korean farmers with

some welcome midday relief. Yde(“ medicinal wine” ), on the other hand, is a more refined

rice wine and is usually clear.

Depending on how busy they are, you might be
able to look around the brewery itself, and if you're
really lucky, you might be able to check out the
fermentation room where you can see the booze
bubbling away in old clay jars. Next door, there’sa
tasting center and gallery—designed in the shape of
an oak barrel, clay jar and yalg'u bottle—where you
can learn more about Korean alcohol and the
history of Sewang Brewery and have something to
eat (make a reservation ahead of time, though, at
043-536-3567). Some of the old scrapbooks on
hand are fascinating, with old photos,
advertisements and documents related to the
brewery. As hard as it may be to believe, the
brewery was almost demolished in 2001 to make
way for road construction. Fortunately, in 2003, it

was listed as a registered cultural property.

® There are frequent buses to Jincheon ¥8 from Cheongju. From Seoul, buses to Jincheon depart
from Nambu Bus Terminal. The trip takes about two hours. Once you're in Jincheon, you can take a
local bus to Deoksan-myeon YY9. Get off at Deoksan Bus Stop (Yongmong Intersection SS*Wai), and
walk about 500 m in the direction of Deoksan Middle School 4"S «a The brewery is on your left.

6 www.icnj.co.kr


http://www.icnj.co.kr
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SONGNISAN NATIONAL PARK

One of the most popular hiking destinations in Korea, Songnisan National Park
straddles the boundary between the provinces of Chungcheongbuk-do and
Gyeongsangbuk-do. Mt. Songnisan’s many sharp peaks, deep valleys and thick
forests form so beautiful a landscape that the area has been praised as a “ Little
Geumgangsan,” a reference to the spectacular Geumgangsan Mountains of
northern Korea.

The park encompasses almost 275 km2, stretched out largely north to south
along the ridge of Mt. Songnisan The mountain has more than a dozen
peaks, including several over 1,000 m, most notably the tallest peak,
Cheonwangbong SSS (1,058 m) and Munjangdae (1,054 m), a scenic pinnacle
that is the objective for most hikers.

At the foot of the mountain is the spectacular Buddhist temple of Beopjusa,
which attracts just as many visitors as the mountain itself. The precinct is a
cornucopia of cultural treasures, including the magnificent Palsangjeon Hall, one
of only a handful of surviving wooden pagodas in Korea. It's also home to
Korea'’s largest statue of the Buddha, a 33 m tall copper Maitreya Buddha covered
in gold leaf.

A refreshment shack atop Munjangdae Peak (1,054 m)
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Beopjusa Temple

Beopjusa Temple was founded in 553 but
substantially rebuilt in 776. In the early
Joseon era, it was one of the largest Buddhist
temples in Korea with about 60 buildings
and 70 hermitages under its control. Like
most of Korea’s Buddhist temples, it was
completely destroyed during the Japanese
invasions of 1592-1598, but rebuilt in 1624.
Repairs and additional construction
continued in the ensuing centuries.

W hile not as big as it was during its
heyday, it’'s still a big temple by
contemporary Korean standards, with
about 30 halls and control over numerous
hermitages that dot Mt. Songnisan. It is also
blessed with a wealth of Korean cultural
treasures, including a stone lantern with a
twin lion base from the 8th century;
another 8th century stone lantern with

carvings of the Four Heavenly Guardians -9
S8*tf§; and an impressive Silla-era stone
lotus basin and a gigantic iron cauldron !
that was used to cook rice for the 3,000
monks who lived here at the temple’s zenith.
The real gem, though, is the five-story
pagoda-esque Palsangjeon, a showpiece of
Korean Buddhist architecture. One does pay
for the privilege of seeing it—entry to Mt.

Songnisan National Park through the

Beopjusa Temple and its beautiful Palsangjeon Hall, built in the 17th century

ig wooden pagodas.



Beopjusa Temple entrance costs 4,000 won,
and the issue of entry fees has a source of
friction between the temple and other
concerned parties. Some things to look for
during your visit to Beopjusa are:

Palsangjeon Hall One of the true
masterpieces of Korean traditional
architecture, the five-story Palsangjeon
(“Eight Picture Hall”) is a surviving
example of wooden pagoda architecture, a
rarity in Korea. Designated National
Treasure No. 55, the hall was completed in
1626, and took 21 years to build. It houses
eight murals depicting the life of the
Sakyamuni Buddha. Be sure to check out
the system of pillars and beams that keep
this hall standing, as well as the beautifully
faded murals on the woodwork that give
this hall a historic feel. Also note the
wooden dwarfs at the corners of the
second-floor eaves, posed as if they are

holding up the roof.

Daeungbojeon Beopjusa’s impressive
Daeungbojeon, or main hall, is one of only
a few two-story Buddhist main halls in
1624. It

houses a large gilt bronze Buddhist triad—

Korea, and was completed in

one of Korea’s biggest—which dates from

the construction of the hall itself.

Bronze Maitreya Buddha Probably
the first thing you see at Beopjusa, the
colossal gilded bronze statue of the
Maitreya Buddha was erected in 1990 as a
prayer for national reunification. It stands
33 m tall, weights 160 tons and is covered
in 80 kg of gold leaf. This act of piety and
patriotism cost US$4 million. Historically,
the temple did have a large, gilded bronze
statue of the Maitreya Buddha which was
erected in the 8th century. In the 1860s,
however, it was confiscated by the

conservative Confucian government of
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Heungseon Daewongun, the powerful
prince regent, to be melted down and used
for the reconstruction of Gyeongbokgung

Palace in Seoul.

Hiking Mt. Songnisan

The path most favored by hikers is the one
that leads from Beopjusa Temple to
Munjangdae (1,054 m), a flat-topped
rock that offers panoramic views of the
surrounding ridges and valleys. For most
people, the nearly 7 km hike takes about

two and a half hours to the peak, and

Bronze Maitreya Buddha



about the same to come down. It's a pretty
easy hike— the paths are well-worn and the
inclines fairly gentle. The view from the
top, though, is worth the time and effort,
especially in autumn when the hills turn
color. Besides, by visiting Munjangdae,
you'd be in good company—King Sejo

stood atop the peak in 1464, and even

JEONGIPUM PINE TREE §01ISS

composed a poem up here (though of
course he was carried up by palanquin).

From Munjangdae, you could come
down the way you came or take a scenic
detour via Sinseondae, a large, flat rock
with great views over the valley below.

¢ 3,000 won ® 043-542-3006 6 http://english.
knps.or.kr

Near the entrance of Songnisan National Park stands a graceful 60o-year-old pine

tree. In its old age, the tree needs the help of metal braces to support some of its
limbs, but still projects a sense of quiet dignity.
The tree is most famous for the legend that is associated with it. In 1464, King

Sejo, the seventh king of the joseon Dynasty, visited Onyang Hot Springs and Mt.

Songnisan to cure an iliness from which
he was suffering. The royal traveling party
was on the way to the mountain when it
found the path obstructed by the tree, its
limbs preventing Sejo's palanquin from
passing. Sejo ordered the limbs be cut,
but the tree—completely on its own-
lifted its limbs so that the king could pass.
Impressed by the courteous actions of the
tree, Sejo bestowed upon the tree the
rank ofjeongipum, or minister of the
second rank.


http://english
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You'll find a ton of restaurants in the obligatory tourist village in front of Beopjusa Temple. If

vZ7 you like mushrooms, try the wild neungi mushroom stew (neungibeoseot jeongol,
Wur™ 32,000 won for two) at Myeongga Sikdang (043-542-5188).
<X  The nicest place to spend the night is Lake Hills Hotel Songnisan (043-542-

J-D-L 5281-8), located at the entrance of the park. It's got a coffee shop, Korean restaurant and bar.
Rooms with a bed begin at 160,000 won a night.

There are two youth hostels near the park, too, Study & Training Youth Hotel :
(043-542-5799) and Sokrisan Youthtown (043-540-7777), both charging
approximately 45,000 won. You'll also find a number of cheap inns and motels near the
Beopjusa entrance to the park, including the venerable Aram Hotel (043-543-3791). If
you have atent, there’s a camp ground near the entrance to the park, too-rent a space for
1,600 won during the off-peak season, and 2,000 won during the peak season.

Highly recommended—if you can get a space—is Adanggol (043-543-
7177), a 350-year-old aristocrat’s mansion near Mt. Songnisan that is the ancestral home of
the Boseong Seon clan. Its current mistress, Kim Jeong-ok, is a noted expert and producer of
Korean soybean paste and sauce—the hundreds of earthen sauce pots in the courtyard make
for an impressive sight. There are five guest rooms available, the cheapest one at 50,000 won
a night. To get here, you’ll have to take a local bus from Boeun for Jangan ™ . Adanggol is
a short walk from Jangan bus stop.

The small town of Boeun is the usual gateway to Songnisan National Park. Frequent buses to
Songnisan National Park depart from Boeun Bus Terminal (20 min). There are frequent buses

TA«'o>T t0 Boeun from Seoul’s Dong Seoul Bus Terminal, Daejeon’s Dongbu Terminal and Cheongju.
From Seoul, there are 13 buses to Songnisan National Park that depart from Dong Seoul
Terminal, and three buses from Central City Bus Terminal (3 hrs 30 min). There are direct buses
to Songnisan National Park from Daejeon’s Dongbu Terminal (1 hr 40 min).
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CHUNGJU

Chungju is a rather typical small town in the agricultural plains along the
Namhangang River Historically, the Chungju region was the hotly
contested borderland between the ancient Korean kingdoms of Silla, Baekje and
Goguryeo, fought over for its rich farmlands and vital transportation routes.
Today, however, it's a rather slow, relaxed sort of place, with two universities in
town that give it a bit of life. The town’s present claim to fame is that it’s the
birthplace of current UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

What Chungju does have going for it is beautiful Chungjuho Lake, a scenic
reservoir set amidst the mountains and cliffs of central Korea. Chungju is also a
good base from which to explore the rugged peaks of Woraksan National Park.
Also nearby is the popular hot spring resort of Suanbo where you can soak your

travel aches and pains away.

Chungjuho Lake and its surrounding mountains showcase much scenic beauty.
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The town of Chungju has shops, restaurants,
motels and, of course, a bus terminal and
train station. For the tourist, it's a transit
hub to get where you want to go.

A little past Tangeumdae BSm (see p318),
on a terrace overlooking Namhangang
River, is the imposing 7-Story Stone Pagoda
of Tappyeong-ri or, as the
locals call it, the Jungangtap (“Central
Pagoda"). The largest stone pagoda from
the Unified Silla era (668-935), the
monument is believed to have been erected
during the 8th century. It is said the pagoda
was raised to mark the center of the Silla
kingdom, hence its common name.

The pagoda certainly cuts an impressive
figure against the surrounding landscape. A
riverside sculpture park now surrounds it
and makes for a pleasant evening walk.
Also near the pagoda is Chungju Museum,
where you can learn about the region’s
“Jungwon” culture, the product of the
area’s unique interaction with the Silla,
Goguryeo and Baekje kingdoms.

® Take Bus No. 400 from Chungju Intercity Bus
Terminal.

Jungangtap Pagoda

Jungwon Goguryeo Stele SSitaitii
This 1.44 m tall stone marker was erected by
Goguryeo’s King Jangsu (r. 413-491). It is
covered in Chinese writing on all four sides—
the text boasts of the accomplishments of
King Gwanggaeto the Great (Jangsu’s father)
and Jangsu himself in expanding the borders
of the kingdom. It also marked the border
between Goguryeo and its southern neighbor,
the kingdom of Silla.



Like the Jungangtap Pagoda, the stele—
the only Goguryeo stele in South Korea—
has been designated a National Treasure.
Overall, it resembles the massive, 7 m tall
King Gwanggaeto the Great Stele in
Manchuria, also erected by Jangsu as a
memorial to his father, a great Korean
conquerer who greatly expanded Goguryeo
power in Manchuria and the Hangang
River valley.

g|Take Bus No. 400 from Chungju Intercity Bus
Terminal.

UREUK, THE GAYAGEUM AND GENERAL SIN RIP

About three kilometers outside oftown there’s a small hillock overlooking the confluence
ofthe Namhanghang River and one of its tributaries, the Dalcheon Stream = In the old
days called Daemunsan Hill : it is now called Tangeumdae it's a lovely little
place associated with two pieces of history, one musical and one military.

In the 6th century, there lived a master musician named Ureuk. Ureuk was the court
musician of King Gasil of the Gaya Confederation, a collection of small kingdoms along
the lower Nakdonggang River valley that served as a buffer of sorts between the
powerful kingdoms of Silla and Baekje. One day, Gasil observed a Chinese zither, or
guzheng, and asked Ureuk why no such instrument existed in Korea. Ureuk responded
by developing the gayageum 01 ,a 12-string zither similar to other traditional zithers
in Asia, including the guzheng and the Japanese koto. He also wrote 12 songs for the
new instrument.

In the mid-6th century, political instability came to Gaya, and Ureuk fled to the Silla
Kingdom. He took up residence in Chungju, where he passed his days at Tangeumdae,
playing the gayageum while admiring the scenery. In his honor, the hill on which he
played was rechristened Tangeumdae or “Zither Plucking Rock.”

Over 1,400 years later, Ureuk’s invention is still Korea’s most popular traditional
musical instrument. Good places to hear the gayageum at work are Seoul’s National
Gugak Center and Namsan Gugakdang; you could also pick up a CD by Hwang Byung-

ki, Korea’s most renowned gayageum
master. Ifthe traditional repertoire is not
to your liking, buy a CD by the
Sookmyung Gayageum Orchestra, a
24-string gayageum ensemble famous for
their arrangement of Western classical
and pop music like Pachelbel’s “Canon”
and “Let It Be” by The Beatles.

In the 16th century, Tangeumdae

Gayageum



Chungjuho Lake
Not so long ago, the area that is now

Chungjuho Lake was a deep valley in the
filled with

farms and villages. In 1978, however, the

Sobaeksan Mountains

government began construction of the
massive Chungju Dam on the

Namhangang River. When construction
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So big that some call it an “inland sea,”
Chungjuho Lake winds its way along the
mountains of central Korea for 67.5 km2
Surrounded by high peaks and dramatic
cliffs, it is blessed with mesmerizing scenery,
best seen from one of the cruise boats that
ply its waters. It's also a water sports
destination, popular with boaters and water

was finally completed in 1985, the valley skiers, as well as one of Korea’s top fishing

had been completely flooded, producing destinations.

Korea’s second largest lake.

became famous for a very different reason. In late May of 1592, the forces of Japanese
warlord Toyotomi Hideyoshi invaded Korea with the intention of conquering the nation
and marching on China. Armed with great numbers and arquebus guns introduced to
Japan by the Portuguese, the Japanese quickly overran the Korean defenders in Busan
and began racing north towards Seoul. The royal court dispatched Gen. Sin Rip, a well-
respected general with experience fighting nomadic raiders in the wild Korean north, to
stop them.

To break into the plains leading to Seoul, a large part of the Japanese force would
have to pass through the strategic Saejae Pass in Mungyeong (see P557), where
even a greatly outnumbered army could successfully bottle-up a larger attacking force
in the narrow passage through the steep mountains. Bewilderingly, Sin left the pass
unguarded and instead set up a position at Tangeumdae, where he felt the force—
mostly cavalry—could perform better. He may have also believed that with a river to
their back and nowhere to run, his troops would fight harder against the Japanese.

On June 8, Sin’s army met the Japanese at
Tangeumdae. What followed was more a slaughter
than a battle. The Korean calvary proved no match for
the Japanese arquebuses, who cut the Korean horses
down as they charged. The Koreans began the battle
with 8,000 men; when the dust settled, almost all
were dead or captured. Sin himself escaped to the
river where, rather than surrender, he jumped in and
drowned. The Japanese suffered only a handful of
casualties.

Sin’s defeat at Tangeumdae left the path to Seoul
wide open. The Korean king fled northwards and the
Japanese took the royal capital soon after. The war I
would rage on for seven more years before the
Japanese invaders were finally driven from Korea.

Memorial for the Battle of Tangeumdae
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Chungjuho Lake Cruises
The best way to see Chungjuho Lake is by
cruise boat. This is a wonderful way to pass
an hour or three, depending on how far you
go and which boat you take. Passengers are
treated to spectacular scenery as the boat
passes the lake’s many picturesque cliffs
and rock formations, each one backed with
a local legend or two.

There are four piers, or, in Korean, nat,
along the lake: Chungju Naru near
Chungju Dam; Cheongpung Naru

on the south shore of the lake about half-
way to Danyang; Janghoe Naru ata
scenic spot also on the south shore of the
lake, close to Woraksan National Park; and
Sindanyang Naru YY3[-U* near the resort
town of Danyang.

You have a choice of two kinds of
boat— high-speed ferries or larger, three-
story boats that take longer but have open
upper decks to take in the scenery while the
wind musses your hair. Cruises are as

follows:

* Chungju Naru Cruise (18 km, 1 hr): This round trip takes you around the western part of
the lake. Decent views of Mt. Woraksan. Good if your time is limited. # 12,000 won

¢ Chungju Naru — P»Janghoe Naru (38 km, 2 hrs): Probably the most popular cruise, this
takes you past most of the lake’s scenic sites. Janghoe Naru is a good place to begin
exploring Woraksan National Park (see p324). You can also take a bus from there to
Danyang. Large boat only; boat leaves when it fills up (80 passengers). » 17,000 won

¢ Chungju Naru — P»Janghoe Naru Round Trip (76 km): Time: 2 hrs 40 min (high-speed
ferry); 4 hrs 20 min (large boat), ¢ 34,000 won

¢ Chungju Naru — »Cheongpung Naru (25 km): Cheongpung Naru is near the
Cheongpung Cultural Heritage Complex (see p322) and Woraksan National Park. Time: 50
min (high-speed ferry); 1hr 10 min (large boat). S 12,000 won.

¢ Chungju Naru > Sindanyang Naru (53 km): This is the longest haul, and the one you
want to take if you're going to the resort town of Danyang. Time: 1 hr 50 min (high-speed
ferry); 2 hrs 50 min (large boat). tS 20,000 won.

*Cruises are canceled in winter due to low water levels on the lake. Boats operate hourly 9
am to 4:30 pm in summer, and every other hour 10 am to 3 pm in winter. Note that cruises
can get a bit crowded in summer.



Oksunbong (“Jade Bamboo Peak”) : One
of the “Eight Scenic Spots of Danyang,”
Oksunbong brings to mind a piece of jade
held high by a bamboo shoot. Or so they
say. It's a dramatic cliff that plunges
straight into the lake. Old paintings of the
peak show it was even more dramatic
before the lake submerged the lower half of
the mountain. According to local legend,
Oksunbong used to be part of the town of
Cheongpung, but famed Joseon-era scholar
and official Yi Hwang (1501-1570) tried to
have the scenic peak incorporated into
Danyang when he was the local magistrate,
supposedly at the behest of the courtesan

Oksunbong

“Alligator Island," Chungjuho Lake

Duhyang. The magistrate of Cheongpung
refused this request but Yi went ahead and
carved in the cliff the Chinese characters
“Dan Gu Dong Mun,” meaning that the
peak was the gate to Danyang. After Yi
died, Duhyang, overcome with grief, is said
to have leaped to her death from another

nearby cliff.

Gudambong (“Turtle Peak”)
of the “Eight Scenic Spots of Danyang,”

Also one

this 343 m peak just before Janghoe Naru
is so-named because its rock faces are said
to resemble a turtle, and its reflection in the
water supposedly a tortoise shell pattern; it
has also been likened by some to a folding
screen. No matter, one can still appreciate
the dramatic beauty of its craggy cliffs

broken up by lovely clumps of trees.

Gudambong



322 SEOUL SELECTION GUIDES: KOREA

Chungju Dam 39
1985, Chungju Dam is

Korea’s second largest dam, and the largest

Completed in

concrete gravity dam. Standing 97.5 m high
and 464 m wide, the mighty dam provides
electrical power and water to the region
and plays an important role in flood
control. As an example of a massive work
of civil engineering, it's a staggering sight.
Particularly impressive is when they open
the sluice gates. There’s an observation
deck, too, and the dam is lit up at night.

While the dam has contributed mightily
to Korea’'’s economic development by
producing power, providing water and
solving the issue of flooding along the
Namhangang River, for the tourist, its
primary contribution has been the creation
of Chungjuho Lake. The pier for cruise
boats is right behind the dam.

gl From Chungju Bus Terminal, take a bus to
Chungju Dam Pier. Buses are infrequent,
however, so you might want to take the 20
minute taxi ride.

Chungju Dam

It

Cheongpung Cultural Heritage
Complex SSSawexi

As noted above, when the Chungju Dam
was completed, the mountain valleys that
are now Chungjuho Lake were flooded,
submerging age-old towns and villages
beneath the waves. One of the towns
submerged was the historic riverside port of
Cheongpung, an important regional trading
and administrative center during the Joseon
Dynasty. Not all was lost, however. Dozens
of historically and culturally important
buildings and artifacts from the flood zone
were disassembled and relocated to a scenic
hilltop overlooking the new lake.

The result was the Cheongpung Cultural
Heritage Complex. The complex has 43
government-listed cultural properties, four
old private residences and about 1,600
artifacts from the old days. Its pride and joy
is the charming Hanbyeongnu
(Treasure No. 528), an old party pavilion

with a wonderful view over the lake.
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Cheongpung Cultural Heritage Complex (left), Hanbyeongnu Pavilion

Another designated treasure here is a
Goryeo-era stone Buddha that once stood

in Cheongpung. You’ll also find an old

intertwined pine trees, too—they’'re a
symbol of love. All in all, it’s a thoroughly

relaxing place to wander about for an hour

fortress gate that once served as the or two, and the views can’t be beat.

entrance to the Cheongpung magistrate’s © 9am to 6 pm (5 pm from Nov-Feb)
d 13,000 won ® 043-641-4301

office (now the entrance of the complex),
IS From Chungju, the best way to get here is to

the old

Cheongpung magistrate’s office, tile-roofed

an old Confucian school, take the cruise boat from Chungju Dam to

Cheongpung Naru, and then walk (uphill) from

the dock to the complex. You could also take a
and thatched-roof homes, Joseon-era stone
bus from the nearby town of Jecheon. Bus No.

monuments, Korean pavilions and sections 90 from Jecheon Bus Terminal goes to

of old fortress wall. Keep an eye out for the Cheongpung; the trip takes about 40 minutes.

You'll find restaurants in Chungju, of course, but the better eats can be found in the resort
towns of Suanbo and Danyang. There are a ton of Korean restaurants at the entrances to
Woraksan National Park, too. You'll also find a cluster of restaurants specializing in freshwater
fish in front of Cheongpung Cultural Heritage Complex.

If you're not staying at the nearby resort towns of Suanbo or Danyang, you’ll find some
options in Chungju. In downtown Chungju, Friendly Hotel Chungju (043-848-
990°) “ives up t0 its name- The rooms are clean, and they provide a free English or Korean
newspaper to guests. Guests also get a discount when they use the men-only sauna. There’s a
coffee shop, too. Standard Western-style rooms go for 80,000 won a night.

If you’ve got a bit more cash, Chungjuho Resort (043-851-2580) sits at the base of
a mountain overlooking Chungjuho Lake and Oksunbong Peak. Rooms go for 150,000 won a
night but can accommodate up to five. The views are gorgeous. Similar is Cheongpung Resort
Sgai’E (043-640-7000) opposite Cheongpung Naru it has two hotels, the pricier Lake
Hotel and the more reasonably priced Hill Hotel. Views here are enhanced by a fountain in the
lake that shoots water 162 m in the air, making it one of the largest fountains in Asia. Rooms
begin at 152,000 won a night. Packages available: see http://cheongpungresort.co.kr for
more info.

There are also a couple of pensions in the area including Songgye Pension éaun-y (043-651-
8519) and Duckju Pension Y®BY (043-653-1531,011-482-9611) near Woraksan National Park.
Expect to pay at least 100,000 won a night during the summer high season.

From Seoul, buses to Chungju depart from Central City Bus Terminal (2 hrs 10 min). From
Daejeon, buses to Chungju depart from Daejeon Dongbu Intercity Bus Terminal (2 hrs 30 min).


http://cheongpungresort.co.kr
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W ORAKSAN NATIONAL PARK

Mt. Woraksan, or “Moon Crag Mountain," is an especially jagged mass of peaks

in the heart of central Korea where the east-west Sobaeksan Mountains meet
the north-south Songnisan Mountains

at 1,097 m, but there are over 20 peaks along the ridges and valleys that make up

Its highest peak, Yeongbong, stands

the park. The mountain is covered in lush forests of pine and Mongolian oak, and
throughout the park you'll find rushing streams and enchanting waterfalls. The
upper heights offer inspiring views of Chungjuho Lake and surrounding
mountains.

Compared to other national parks, Woraksan gets fewer visitors, although
you'll still find lots of people here on a summer weekend, especially in or along
the cool, refreshing streams of the lower valleys. The hikes here are not extremely
difficult but some sections get quite steep— be sure to wear appropriate hiking
gear, especially in winter.

Hiking Mt. Woraksan

Woraksan National Park is a big place.
Broadly speaking, it can be divided into
three sections: an eastern section composed
of peaks and valleys near Danyang and
Chungjuho Lake (Oksunbong and

Gudunbong are part of the park); a middle

Deok)usanseong Fortress, site of a divinely assisti

section of wonderful mountain streams
along the Yongha Gugok Valley and
a western section around the Songgye
Valley éAM! -, including the main body of
Mt. Woraksan. The western part of the
park, approached via Chungju, is the most

popular with hikers, and is discribed below.

victory over Mongol invaders in 1256
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There are a number of ways to reach
Yeongbong Peak 98 (1,097 m). The
quickest path up begins at the
Dongchanggyo Rest Stop LAt 43
km, you could, in theory, reach the peak in
about two hours, 40 minutes, but the path
gets quite steep in places. The path is also
thickly forested, obscuring views. A more
popular path up the mountain is via the
Deokjugol Valley The path is a bit
longer (6 km), but considerably gentler.
Plan on taking about 3 hours 40 minutes to
reach the peak, and six hours round trip.
The Deokjugol Path has the further
advantage of passing along the way a

number of natural and historical points of

interest.

SajabinSinsajiseOKtap PagOda Sajabinsinsajiseoktap Pagoda
This wonderful piece of 11th century a plea for Buddha’'s protection against
stonework (Treasure No. 94) isn’t on the invading Khitan nomads from Manchuria.

actual path—it's a short walk up the

Songgye Valley past the entrance to the Sugyeongdae

trail. Originally nine-storied, the now four- The water in this natural stone pool on the
story pagoda is held up by a base of four way to Deokjusa is crystal clear and an
lion statues. In between the lions is a entrancing shade of blue. Don't think about
Buddha statue. The pagoda was erected as jumping in, though—entering is forbidden.
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Deokjusanseong Fortress
Deokjusanseong Fortress is a weathered
series of stone fortifications that snakes for
around 10 km along the hills and valleys of
the southern district of the park. Three gates
still remain—the north, south and east
gates, the last of which you pass at the
entrance to Deokjugol Valley. Sections of
the wall have been recently restored.
Deokjusanseong Fortress is one of many
stone fortresses that guarded the strategic
mountain passes of central Korea. Its most
famous moment was in 1256, during the
Mongol invasions of Korea. When the
Mongols took Chungju, the residents fled
to the safety of Deokjusanseong Fortress. A
Mongol army laid siege, but the battlefield
was suddenly enveloped in clouds, fog,
rain, wind, thunder and lightening.
Believing God to be in the defenders’
corner, the Mongols broke off the attack.

Deokjusa Temple
Founded in 587 AD, Deokjusa Temple is
Woraksan’s largest Buddhist temple.
Unfortunately, the temple was destroyed
during the Korean War so most of the
buildings you see are new. What certainly is
not new, however, is the gorgeous relief of
the Buddha oKMOLYY carved into the cliff
behind the temple. Designated Treasure No.
406, the 13 m tall relief is believed to have
been carved in the 11th century, and shows
the characteristically stocky face common in
Buddhist sculptures of the Goryeo Dynasty
(918-1392). According to legend, the image
was carved by Princess Deokju, the sister of
the last crown prince of the Silla kingdom.
She and the prince fled to the mountain
after the fall of their kingdom; while she
was carving this image, her brother was
erecting the giant Maitreya Buddha statue at
the nearby ruins of Mireuksa nNe-Q.
Yeongbong Peak (1,097 m) is basically a

big, craggy, cliff-faced rock.Reaching it
involves climbing a lot of stairs but the
views of Chungjuho Lake and the verdant
hills that continue endlessly into the
horizon are worth the effort.

Jungwon Mireuksa Temple Site
ssomxi

On the south end of the park at the
Chungju end of the Haneuljae Pass are the
ruins of the once important Buddhist
temple of Mireuksa ° * n1 The temple was
founded in the 11th century during the
Goryeo Dynasty and, judging from the
sheer amount of stoneworks that remain, it
must have been quite large. Unlike most
other Korean Buddhist temples which face
south, this one faces north, an
archaeological expression of the Goryeo
Kingdom’s determination to reconquer the
Manchurian territories of the ancient
kingdom of Goguryeo. Sadly, this didn’t
seem to work out as intended and, in the
13th century, the temple was burnt to the
ground by the invading Mongols. The site
languished in obscurity until 1977 when
Korean archaeologists began uncovering
and restoring the masonry.

The star of the temple site is the 10.6 m
tall statue of the Maitreya Buddha D®aHS
YVY (Treasure No. 96). Carved of six stones
and assembled like a stone pagoda, the
Buddha has a massive head atop a simple,
cylindrical body, not unlike other large
Buddha statues in the Chungcheong-do
region. It posseses a rustic, almost child-like
charm. Before the temple was destroyed,
the Buddha stood in the center of a covered
grotto, like Seokguram Grotto in Gyeongju
(see p533). Also on site are two stone
pagodas, including a five-story pagoda
designated Treasure No. 9, some stone
lanterns, a massive stone turtle and other

pieces of masonry.
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Beautiful 11th century Maitreya Buddha, Jungwon Mireuksa Temple Site

Haneuljae Pass

The Haneuljae Pass or “ Sky Pass" is one of
the oldest roads in Korea, dating back to
156 AD when King Adalla of Silla had it
built through the mountains to allow his
troops to invade northwards. Linking the
Silla-dominated lands of the Nakdonggang
River valley in the southeast with the
Goguryeo and Baekje-dominated lands of
the Hangang River valley in the north, the
road brought together not just regions, but
cultures.

The

transportation route through the Goryeo
Dynasty, hut fell out of use in the Joseon
Dynasty in favor of the nearby Mungyeong

road continued to be a vital

Saejae Pass Thanks to this period of
disuse, thick forests of fir, oak and pine
have since grown along the sides of the old
pathway. If you like nature walks, you’re in
luck.

The path is quite short (3.2 km), linking
the Mireuksa ruins in the west with the
village of Gwaneum-ri 3821 jn Mungyeong
in the east. It crests at 525 m—a stone
marker indicates the high point. From the
crest to Gwaneum-ri, there’s also a paved
road, which is not nearly as fun. From the
Mireuksa ruins to the crest and back should
take about three hours.

© No hiking between sunset and two hours prior
to sunrise. & Free (£)043-422-5062-3 6 http:/
english.knps.or.kr

From Seoul, there are eight direct buses to the park from Dong Seoul Bus Terminal. The trip
takes about three hours. From Chungju Bus Terminal, you can take Bus No. 222 for Songgye =
41 and get off at the entrance to the park. Ifyou want to go directly to the ruins of Mireuksa
and Haneuljae, however, you should take Bus No. 246 from Chungju Bus Terminal. To explore
the peaks around Chungjuho Lake such as Oksunbong, there’s a park entrance at Janghoe
Nam ferry terminal. To go to Yongha Gugok Valley, take a bus to Cheongpung from the town of
Jecheon and get off at Dojeon-ri in Deoksan-myeon.
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S UANBO

Nestled in the mountains just southeast of Chungju (of which, administratively, it
is a part), the hot spring resort of Suanbo has been a favorite destination of
Korean kings and presidents for centuries (not to mention the common folk).
Records of the area’s natural sulfur spring go back to the 11th century. During the
Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910), Suanbo became something of a royal resort/
sanitarium. King Taejo, the founder of the dynasty, visited the springs to relieve
skin inflammation. Countless other royal personages flocked here throughout the
dynasty to bathe in the restorative waters. In 1885, a modern-style outdoor bath
was opened, and in the 1920s and 30s, the Japanese— never ones to pass up a
good hot spring—turned the area into a Japanese-style hot spring resort. The
development continued after Korea regained its independence in 1945, with
Korean presidents Rhee Syngman and Park Chung-hee among the dignitaries who
went for a dip here.

Today, the resort town is a popular weekend and holiday retreat for Seoulites,
thanks to easy road access from Seoul. The spring water, piped up from 250 m
underground, is a nice, warm 53°C; the acidity level of 8.3 keeps things sterile.
The water is rich in minerals like lithium, calcium, natrium, fluorine and
magnesium, and credited with a wide variety of therapeutic benefits—a spa
manager in the 1940s even testified that one girl was cured of leprosy after
spending 15 days at the spa. While it can’t be promised that a visit to Suanbo will
cure debilitating any illnesses, there are certainly worse ways to spend a day,
especially after a couple of days on the road.

Hot tub at Suanbo Park Hotel (source: Suanbo Hot Spring Tourism Association)
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W HERE TO BATHE

Like most Korean hot spring resorts, most visitors enjoy the
baths at one of the many hotels that have set up shop in the
area. The big three tourist hotels are Suanbo Sangnok Hotel »
y od:" ' (043-845-3500), Suanbo Park Hotel (043-
846-2331-6) and Chosun Tourist Hotel (043-848-
8833). Rooms at the Sangnok and Chosun Tourist hotels begin
at 120,000 won and 165,000 won, respectively. If you'd just like
to use the baths at the Sangnok, it’'ll cost 7,000 won (guests: 5,000 won)
Suanbo Park hotel is a bit more expensive, with rooms beginning at 204,000 won a night,
but by way of compensation, the hotel is blessed with a) a peaceful location surrounded
by forests, and b) one of the finest outdoor baths in Korea (women only), with stunning
views of Mt. Woraksan, especially on a snowy winter’s day. If you’re on a budget, though,
you can use the hotel's sauna for 10,000 won. There are two major spas in town
unattached to hotels: Suanbo Hi Spa -yssioi*ci (043-846-8898) and Nakcheontang =%
(043-846-2905). The former has a large pool that accommodates up to 500 people.
These are good options if you're just passing through.

Sajo Resort half-day ski rentals are just 20,000 won.
Opened in 1989, Sajo Resort (043-846- There’s a sledding hill, too, for the kids
0750) has six slopes for skiers and (10,000 won) or your inner child (12,000

snowboarders. It won’t compete with

Korea’s other ski destinations like

Pyeongchang and Muju, but it is cheap—

won). The resort is a bit out of town, but in
winter, there’s a regular shuttle bus service
from Suanbo Bus Terminal.

morning lift tickets are 42,000 won while

No resort town would be complete without good eats. Suanbo is

particularly noted for two items: pheasant (kkwong, 8) and marsh snails

(olgaengi, 3 «°1). Pheasant meat can be prepared in a variety of ways, be

it raw, marinated and grilled, or even in dumplings. Daejanggun *='5

(043-846-1757) has been around for 25 years, and does a seven-course

pheasant dinner (50,000 won for two) once served only to Korean kings.

The meal includes raw fish, pheasant bulgogi §S27ian(j pheasant

dumplings Marsh snails, on the other hand, are most frequently

eaten in olgaengi haejangguk S9oisHs”f a rjch, spicy soup usually eaten

after a hard night’s drinking for its purported ability to stop a hangover.

The Tugari Sikdang (043-846-0575) is the place to try this. You'll also find restaurants
specializing in mountain vegetable (sanchae, ytil) and mushroom {.beoseot, cuisine.

If you're not staying at one of the big hotels mentioned above, you'll also find aton of
medium-range and budget hotels/motels/inns in town, just walk around until you find
something appealing. A real budget option is Il Yang Youth Hostel (043-846-9200),
where a bed in a room of 16 goes for 9,000 won a night (closed to spring 2012). The hostel is
also in a lovely mountainside location.

There are regular buses to Suanbo from Chungju Bus Terminal. The trip takes 35 minutes.
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DANYANG S O

Sitting on a bend on the Namhangang River, Danyang is a charming little lakeside
resort community nestled at the foothills of the Sobaeksan Mountains
Technically speaking, what you see today is actually Sindanyang or “New
Danyang”—most of “old” Danyang was flooded with the completion of the
Chungju Dam in 1985, so the town was relocated to a new site upstream.

Set amidst a backdrop of mountains, lakes and rivers, Danyang retains a rustic,
smal1-town charm that accentuates its wondrous scenery. There’s plenty to do
here for a couple of days, be it exploring the town’s magnificent limestone caves,
taking in the sunset over the Dodam Sambong rocks, or just lazily relaxing
lakeside. It’'s worth coming here any season of the year, but it’'s especially lovely in
autumn, when the hillsides transform into a tapestry of gold and crimson.

lavm it OanYan§ *s essentially a one-road town on the bow of the river. The main

Y intercity bus terminal sits riverside, although a newer station is currently
under construction a bit further upstream. Danyang Station, however, is located on the
opposite side of the river, a taxi or bus ride from the downtown area.

Sunset at Dodam Sambong, the most famous of Danyang’s “Eight Scenic Wonders"
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Eight Scenic Wonders of Danyang

The “Eight Scenic Wonders of Danyang,"
or Danyang Palgyeong are, as the
name would suggest, eight particularly
scenic locations— mostly funky cliffs and
rock formations—Ilocated around Danyang.
The list was compiled by legendary Joseon-
era scholar Yi Hwang (1501-1570) while
he was serving as Danyang’s magistrate in
what can only be called an early example of
tourism promotion.

i. Dodam Sambong These three
jagged, pointy rocks in the middle of
Namhangang River, just upstream from
downtown Danyang, are Danyang’s most
famous tourist destination. According to
legend, the rocks were once a husband, his
wife and his concubine. The husband and
wife, while very much in love, were unable
to conceive so the husband took a

| Cave
-Danyang County Office

TArrjZadartsM ana 0 Cheondong Cave

0 Darian Falls

0 Nodong Cave

concubine. The concubine did give birth to
a son but, as soon as she did, she began to
mistreat the wife. This made God spiteful,
so he turned the quarrelsome threesome
into stone. Today, the big rock in th