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/ Too Can Speak C h inese  is a te x tb o o k  

which may m eet the urgent needs o f beginners 

o f C hinese. As it o n ly  requ ires the  lea rner to  

a cqu ire  th e  basics o f basics in lis te n in g  and 

sp e a k in g  in C h inese  w ith o u t any a tte n d a n t 

requ irem ent on reading and w ritin g , th is b oo k  does no t teach Chinese 

characters which sometimes may be a little  hard to  recognize and w rite  for 

beg inning W estern learners.

W ith  rega rd  to  lis te n in g  and sp ea k in g , th is  b o o k  o n ly  requ ires  

learners to  understand and speak som e very useful s im ple  phrases and 

short sentences. For exam ple, there  are a huge varie ty o f useful th ings 

each w ith its own name and one cannot learn them  all at the  same tim e, 

b u t if s/he knows how  to  say "th is  o ne " o r " th a t o n e " in Chinese, the  

person addressed w ill know  w hat s/he means. W hen s/he w ants to  ask 

about the price o f som ething, saying only "H ow  m uch?" w ill do  fo r her/his 

purpose. As phrases and short sentences are easy to  learn and memorize, 

th is book w ill be very useful fo r beg inning learners o f Chinese.

W hen a fo re igner w ho has learned some sim ple  Chinese comes to  

China fo r s igh tseeing  or to  a ttend  the O lym p ic  Games or Expo2010, s/

he may g ree t her/h is fr ien d ly  Chinese hosts w ith  w ha t s/he has learned

and say som e s im p le  Chinese when d in in g  at a restaurant, asking the 

way o r do ing  shopping. By do ing  this, his stay in China w ill becom e more 

interesting and pleasant and the  feeling o f being a stranger may vanish or



at least lessen.

This tex tbook features short texts com posed o f short sentences and 

simple w ords not tha t d ifficu lt to  learn. There are in to ta l 20 lessons w ith 

only 121 new words. If the learner spends 2 hours per day, s/he can finish 

learning the book w ith in  2 weeks. Isn't this a quick and effic ient course?

Every te x t is illustrated by viv id ly drawn cartoon pictures, which will 

help the  learner to  com prehend the text, and the sentences and words in 

each lesson are p rovided w ith  English translations so tha t the  learner may 

also try to  teach herself/himself. This book also has an audio ed ition .

In o rder to  facilita te the learning o f listening and speaking, the audio 

m ateria ls g ive  w ha t em phasis is necessary to  analysis o f language and 

repetition  in sentence reading, while  the reading speed is slow enough to  

make it possible fo r the learner to  fo llow  b it by bit.

This te x tb o o k  can also be  used fo r  a sh o rt tra in in g  p ro g ra m  in 

Chinese. W ith  the  help o f teachers, the  learner w ill surely achieve g oo d  

results in learning.

The English translation was done by Ji X iaojing and the international 

phonetic  sym bols were p rovided by Ye Panyun.

The Compilers 

International Cultural Exchange School 

o f Fudan University. Shanghai. China
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Lesson 1 
Zao!

( Morning!)

TEXT

A: Zao! (Morning!)
B: Zao! (Morning!)
C: Zao! (Morning!)
D: Zao! (Morning!)

A: Wan’an! (Good night!)
B: Wdn’an! (Good night!)
C: Wan’an! (Good night!)
D: Wan’an! (Good night!)

New Words

zao [ tsa u "  ] Morning!
w an’an [ uan  "  an55 ] Good night!
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Lesson 2 
NiHao!

( Hello!)

T E X T

A: NT hao! (Hello!)
B: NT hao! (Hello!)
C: NT hao! (Hello!)
D: NT hao! (Hello!)

A: Zaijian! (Good-bye!)
B: Zaijian! (Good-bye!)
C: Zaijian! (Good-bye!)
D: Zaijian! (Good-bye!)

N e w  Words

1. nT [ n r "  ] you
2. hao [ xau " ] good; fine
3. zaijian [ tsar’1 tcien ' ] goodbye

10
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Lesson 3 х- 
NiHao та?

( How are you? )

TEXT

A: NThaoma? (How are you?)
B: Hen hao. (Fine.)
C: NT hao ma? (How are you?)
D: Hen hao. (Fine.)

A: NT hao ma? (How are you?)
B: Hen hao, m ne? (Fine, and you?)
A: Y§ hen hao. (Fine, too.)

New Words

1. ma [m a ] particle, mark of yes-or-no
question

2. hen [ xan214 ] very
3. ne [ n r ] particle, mark of

interrogative question
4. ye [ ie214 ] too; also

12



A: NT hdo ma? В: Hen hao!
В: Нёп hdo!

A: NT hao ma9

B: Hen hao, nT ne? ;

A: Y§ h§n h§0 .

A: Y§ h6n hdo.

13
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T E X T

A: Xiexie! (Thank you!)
B: Bu xie! (Not at all.)
C: Xiexie nT! (Thank you!)
D: Bu xie! (Not at all.)

A : DuibuqT! (I’m sorry.)
B: Mei guanxi. (That’s all right.)
C: DuibuqT! (I’m sorry.)
D: Mei guanxi. (That’s all right.)

N e w  W o rd s

1. xiexie [ d e  1 c ie  ] thanks
2 . bu [ pu ] no; not
3 . du ibuq f [ tue i51 pu  tcM2'4 ] sorry
4 . mei guanxi [ m e i' kuan55 ci ] That’s all right.

Lesson 4  
Xiexie!

( Thank you!)

4 ^
14



A : Xi6xie!

В: Вй xi6!
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Chinese?

Ч п

TEXT

A: Hui shuo Hanyu ma? (Can you speak Chinese?)
B: Bu hui. (No, 1 can’t.)
A: Dong ma? (Do you understand?)
B: Bu dong. (No, 1 don’t.)

A: NT hui shuo Напуй ma? (Can you speak Chinese?)
B: Wo bu hui. (No, 1 can’t.)
A: NT dong ma? (Do you understand?)
B: Wo bu dong. (No, 1 don’t.)

New Words

1. hui [ xuei51 ] can
2. shuo [ guo5 ] speak
3. Напуй [ xan51 jy " 4 ] Chinese
4. dong [ tu iy " ] understand
5. wo [ UO214 ] 1; me



( A :  Hui shuo Напуй ma?

-5  \ r  ^

В: Bu hui.

E3: Bu dong.

A : Dong ma?

B: Wd bu ddng

A : NT ddng ma?A: NT hui shuo Напуй ma? .

B: Wd Ьй hui.

Ddng
Bu dong.Wd bu ddng.
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Lesson 6 
Hui Yidianr 

( I can speak a little .)

TEXT

A: Hui shuo YTngyCi ma? (Can you speak English?)
B: Hui. (Yes, 1 can.)
A: Hui shuo Напуй ma? (Can you speak Chinese?)
B: Hui shuo yidianr. (1 can speak a little.)

A: Zhege zenme shuo? (How to say this?)
B: Bu hui. (1 don’t know.)
A: Nage zenme shuo? (How to say that?)
B: Bu hui. (1 don’t know.)

New  Words

1. УТпдуй [Ц П У 214] English
2. yid ianr [ i51 tian2M э« ] a little
3 . zhege [ tgx51 kx ] this; this one
4. zenm e [ tsan214 m x ] how
5. nage [ na5' kv ] that; that one

18



Л : Hui shuo УТпдуй ma?

A: Hui shuo Напуй ma?

C a : Zh6ge zenme shuo?J)
B: Hui shuo yidianr.

A : Nage z§nme shuo?

19
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Lesson 7 v
Zhe ShiShuide?

( Whose is this? )

T E X T

A: Zhe shi shin de? (Whose is this?)
B: Zhe shi wo de. (This is mine.)
A: Na shi shu i de? (Whose is that?)
B: Na shi ta de. (That’s his.)

A: Zhe shi shuf de bao? (Whose bag is this?)
B: Zhe shi wo de bao. (This is my bag.)
A: Na shi shui de bao? (Whose bag is that?)
B: Na shi ta de bao. (That is his bag.)

И N e w  Words

i.  zhe [ tg r51 ] this
2. shi [ §151 ] is; are
3. shui [ guef ] who
4. de [ tx ] particle
5. na [ na51 ] that
6. ta [ t ‘a55 ] he; him
7. bao [p a n 55] bag

20



0 о о о с м к ^ В: Na shi ta de bao.

A: Na shi shui de bao?
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Lesson 8
N iS h i Na Guo Ren? X

( Whafs your nationality? ) ^

TEXT

(What’s your nationality?) 
( I am American.)
(What’s his nationality?) 
(He is English.)
(What’s his nationality?) 
(He is French.)

New Words
1. na [n a 2M] which
2. guo [ kuo35 ] country
3. ren [ zpn35 ] people
4. Meiguo [ mei214 kuo35 ] America
5. YTngguo [ i r f  kuo35 ] Britain
6. Faguo [ fa 214 kuo35] France

A: NT shi na guo ren ? 
B: Wo shi Meiguo ren. 
A: Ta shi na guo ren? 
В: Ta shi YTngguo ren. 
A: Ta shi na guo ren? 
В: Ta shi Faguo ren.

22



A: NT shi na quo ren ?

Ш

B: Wd shi Mdigud гёп.

В: Ta shi YTngguo гёп.

A: Ta shi nd guo гёп?

В: Тё shi Fagub гёп. i

Aodaiiya ВахТ Оёдиб £lu6sl Нёпдиб

О
Jianadd Ribdn

Ш
ХТЬапуё ХПа Yiddli

I  I
23



Ni Jiao Shenme Mingzi? 
( What’s your name? )

TEXT

A: NT jiao  shenme m ingzi? (W hat’s your name?)
B: W o jiao  Anna. (My name is Anna.)
A: Ta jiao shenm e m ingzi? (W hat’s his name?)
B: Ta jiao MddTng. (His name is Martin.)
A: Ta jiao  shenm e m ingzi? (W hat’s her name?)
B: Ta jiao  Mali. (Her name is Mary.)

New  Words

1. jiao  [ tg iau51 ] call
2 . shenme [ gan! m x  ] what
3. m ingzi [ m ir f  ts i] name
4. ta [ t ‘a55 ] she; her
5. Anna [ a n " na51 ] Anna
6. MadTng [ m a214 t ig 55 ] Martin
7. Mali [ m a214 l i51 ] Mary

24



A: NT jiao sh6nme mingzi?)
\

В: Ta jiao MSdlng.

A : Ta jiao shenme mingzi?

A: Ta jiao shenme mingzi?

25



Lesson 10 
S  Yao He Shenme? X 
( What would you like to drink? )

TEXT

A : Xiansheng, nT hao! (Hello, sir!)
B: NT hao! (Hello!)

A : Yao he shenm e? (W hat would you like to drink?)
B: Cha. (Tea.)

A : Taitai, nT hao! (Hello, Madam !)
B : NT hao! (Hello!)
A : Yao he shenme? (W hat would you like to drink?)
B : Kafei! (Coffee.)

1\  N e w  Words

I . yao [ ia u '1 ] would like to
2 . he [ x y 55] drink
3 . xiansheng [ G ian" gai] ] sir

4 . cha [ tg‘a35 ] tea
5 . taitai [ t ‘a i ' t ‘a i ] madam

6 . kafei [ к ‘a55 fe i' ’ ] coffee

26
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Lesson 1 1 ^
Yao Chi Shenme?

( What would you like to eat? )

T E X T

A : Xiansheng, (Sir, what would you
yao ch i shenme? like to  eat?)

B : MTfan! (Rice.)

A : Taitai, yao ch i shenme? (Madam, what would
you like to eat?)

B: Mianbao! (Bread.)

A : Xiaojie, yao ch i shenme? (Miss, what would you
like to eat?)

B : M iantiaor! (Noodle.)

j  N e w  Words

1. chT [ t ^ V 5 ] eat
2. mTfan [ m i214 fa n 51 ] rice
3 . m ianbao [ m ia n 51 pau55 ] bread

4 . xiaojie [ c iau 214 tc ie 2'4 ] Miss

5 . m iantiaor [ m ia n " Viau35 э. ] noodle

28



xiaojie

A: Xiansheng, 
'do chT shenme?

A: Taitai, yao chT 
 shenme?

A: Xiansheng, 
yao chT shenme?

mTfan midnbao midntidor

29



Lesson 12 
Yao Duoshao?

( How many do you want? )

T E X T

A :

B:
A :
B:

A :
B:
A :
B:

A :
B :
A :
B :

Xiansheng, 
nT yao shenme?
P iji i l
Yao duoshao?
Yi pmg.

Xiaojie, nT yao shenme? 
Kafei.
Yao duoshao?
Yi bei.

Taitai, nT yao shenme? 
ShuT.
Yao duoshao?
Yi ping.

(Sir, what would you like 
to drink?)

(Beer.)
(How many?)
(One bottle.)

(Miss, what would you like to drink?) 
(Coffee.)
(How many?)
(One cup.)

(Madam, what would you like to drink?) 
(Water.)
(How many?)
(One bottle.)

New Words
1. duoshao [ tu o 55 §au ]
2. pijiu [ p ‘ i35 tc io u 2'4 ]
3 . УТ [ i55]
4. pmg [ P‘ iq 3r> ]
5. bei [ pe i55 ]
6. shuT [ guei214 ]

1— j1"

many; much
beer
one
bottle
glass; cup
water

30



p ijiu kafei

shuT

£=*&) B i: Pijiij.

C2: Yi bei

D i; ShuT.

Da: Yi ping.

A i: NT ydo shenme?

(Aa: Yao duoshao?

31



Shenme? 
want

T E X T

A: Taitai, yao m£i shenme? (Madam, what do you

want to buy?)

B: ShuT, duoshao qian? (Water, how much is it?)

A: Liang kuai. (Two yuan.)

A: Xiaojie, yao mai shenme? (Miss, what would you

buy?)

B: Kele, duoshao qian? (Cola, how much is it?)

A: San kuai. (Three yuan.)

New Words

1 . mai [ m a i214 ] buy

2. qian [ tg 'ia n 35 ] money

3. Nang [ Наг]214 ] two

4. kuai [ k ‘ua ir" ] yuan
5. kele [ к  V й hr51 ] cola

6 . san [ sanr’5 ] three

_ c F

32



В: ShuT, duoshao qi£n?

A i: XiaojiS, yao mdi shenme?

Аз: Lidng kuai.

A i: Taitai, ydo mai shenme?

B: Kele, duoshao qian?

Аз: San kuai.’

33
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Where going

A : Qu nar?

T E X T

(W here are you going?)
B: JTchang. (The airport.)
A : Xing. (OK.)
B: Duoshao qian? (How much is it?)
A : S ish iw ij kuai. (Forty-five yuan.)

A : Qu nar? (W here are you going?)
B: Huochezhan. (The railway station.)
A : Xmg. (OK.)
B: Duoshao qian? (How much is it?)
A : Liu kuai. (Six yuan.)

f N e w  Words
1. qu [ t o y  ] go
2. nar [ na2M a. ] where
3. jlchang [ tgi t£‘a i] ] airport
4 . si [ s f 1] four
5 . sh i [§135] ten
6. wu [ u 214] five
7. huochezhan [ xuo214 ts‘r 55 tsan51 ] ra ilway station
8. liu [ liou51 ] six

34
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jTchdng hudchezhan

JTchang , B i: Huochezhan
A i: Qli nar?A i: Qii ndr?

A a : Xmg.

uuoshao q ia n p  S.,shiwa ku^ >x Ba: Duoshao qidn?xi . ,> x
(Аз: Liu kuai.;

Duoshao qidn?

1 2 3 4 5 6 10 20 40 50

* /  й  •
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Lesson 15 V .
Zhe Shi Kaoya X

( This is Beijing Roast Duck.)

TEXT

A : Zhe shi shenme? (W hat’s this?)

B : Zhe shi kaoya. (This is roast duck.)

A : Duoshao qian? (How much is it?)

B : QTshiba kuai j i i i  тёю . (Seventy-eight yuan and

ninety cents.)

A : Bu gui. (Not expensive.)

B : HaochT т а ? (Is it tasty?)

A : HaochT. (Yes.)

New Words

l . kaoya [ k ‘au2'4 ia 55 ] roast duck
2. q l [ t c T 5] seven
3. ba [ p a 55] eight
4 . ji i i  [ tc io u 214 ] nine
5. mao [ m a n 1 ] ten cents
6. gui [ ku e i51 ] expensive
7. haochl [ xau214 ] tasty

- P "
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A: Zhё shi sh6nme?

B: QTshiba kuai jiu mdo.A i: Duoshao qian?

A: Hdochi ma?

B: HaochT.

37



mobile phone?

T E X T

A: You shoujT ma? (Do you have a mobile phone?)

B: Meiyou. (No.)
A: You shoujT ma? (Do you have a mobile phone?)

C: You. (Yes.)
A: ShoujT haoma shi (W hat’s your mobile phone

duoshao? number?)
C: 137-2450-6789 (Yao san q l-e r si wCj ling-

liii qT ba jiii.)

j New Words

1. you [ iou  "  ] have; has
2. shoujT [ gou  ' tc i ] mobile phone
3. mei [ m e f ] no
4 . haoma [ xau ma ' ] num ber
5. yao [ iau ] one
6. er [ э.51 ] two
7. ling [ H i]; ] zero

 —  - - .. г ғ ^

38



В: Meiyou

A: ShdujT haomd shi 
x duoshao? , C: 137-2450-6789



Where

T E X T

A: NT zhu nar? (W here do you live?)
B: Shanghai Blnguan. (Shanghai Hotel.)
A: Fangjian haoma shi (W hat’s your room

duoshao? number?)

B: 1105. (One one zero five.)

(Yao yao ling w il)
A : 1105? (One one zero five?)

(Yao yao ling wii?)
B: Shi de. (Yes.)

\ \ N e w  Words

1. zhu [ tgu51 ]
2 . Shanghai [ gag5' x a i214 ]

3 . blnguan [ p in 55 kua n 2'4 ]

4 . fangjian [ fag35 tc ia n 55 ]

5 . shi de [ tv  ]

live

Shanghai

hotel
room

yes

40



В: Shanghai Blnguan.

A: NT zhu ndr?

B: 1105. } (^A: Fangjian haoma shT4) 
^  duoshao?

A: 1105?
B: Shi de.

41
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Lesson 18
Qu Changcheng Wanr?

( Are you going to visit the Great Wall? )

T E X T

A : Che!

B: Qu nar?
A : Qu zhege difang.

B: Qu Changcheng wanr?

A : Shi de, duoshao qian? 
B : Y ibai kuai!

(Taxi!)

(W here are you going?) 

(Go to this place.)

(Are you going to visit 
the Great W all?)

(Yes, how much?)

(One hundred yuan.)

\ j  N e w  W o r d s

1 • Changcheng [ t§‘a i]35 tg‘9iyi:’ ] the Great Wall
2 . wanr [ uan3 э. ] play
3 . che [ t g V 55] car; vehicle
4 . difang [ t i r>1 faq ] place
5. bai [ pa i314 ] hundred

42



В: Qu zhege difang.
A: Q lj n§r?

Г  )
B: Shi de, duoshao qian? z /

A: Yibdi kudih

,(A : Qu ChSngchGng wdnr?

Changcheng

100
200
300
400
500
600
700
800
900
1000

yi bai 
ei bai 
san bai 
si bdi 
wO bdi 
liu bai 
qT bdi 
bd bdi 
jiO bdi 
yi qian

43
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T E X T

A: Dianhua zai nar? (W here is the telephone?)
B: Zhebian. (This way.)
C: DiantT zai nar? (W here is the elevator?)
D: Nubian. (That way.)
E: Cesuo zai nar? (W here is the toilet?)
F: Qicinbian. (Ahead.)
G: ChCikou zai nar? (W here is the exit?)
H: Houbian. (At the back.)

telephone
at
this way
elevator
that way
toilet
ahead
exit
at the back

New  Words

1. dianhua [ tian51 xua51 ]
2 . zai [ tsai51 ]
3 . zhebian [ tgx51 pian55 ]
4. d ian tl [ t ia n '1 t ‘i55 ]
5. nabian [ na51 pian55 ]
6. cesuo [ t s V 1 suo214 ]
7. qianbian [ tcNan1 pian55 ]
8 . chCikou [ tg‘1155 k ‘ou214 ]
9 . houbian [ x o u 51 pian55 ]

Lesson 19 V  
Dianhua Zai Nar? 1 

( Where is the telephone? )

I—r



В: Zhdbian.A: Dianhud zdi ndr?

С: DidntT zai ndr?

E: Cesud zdi ndr?

D: Nabian.F: Qianbian

H: Houbian

G: ChOkou zai nar?

45
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Lesson 20  V  
/  Huanying Zai Lai Zhongguo! 1 
( Welcome to China again!)

TEXT

A : Kaoya haochl ma? (Is the roast duck tasty?)
B: HaochT! (Yes.)
A: JTngju haokan ma? (Is the Beijing Opera attractive?)
B : Haokan! (Yes.)
A : Beijing haowanr ma? (Is Beijing amusing?)
B: Haowanr! (Yes.)
A : Huanying zai lai (Welcome to China again!)

Zhongguo!
B: Xiexie! (Thanks!)
A : Zaijian! (Good-bye!)
B: Zaijian! (Good-bye!)

New Words

1. huanying [ xuan i i j  ] welcome
2. zai [ t s a i 1] again
3 . lai [ la i ,f ] come
4 . Zhongguo [ tgui] k o u 1 ] China
5 . Beijing [ p e r14 tg ii] ] Beijing
6 . haowanr [ xau214 u a n 35 a. ] amusing; interesting
7. JTngju [ tg ig 55 tg y 51 ] Beijing Opera
8. hdokan [ xau214 k 4an51 ] attractive
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A : Kaoya haochl ma?.
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S. I  B: Haowanr!

A i: Huanying zai lai 
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B i: XiSxie!

Ba: Zaijian!
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