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INTRODUCTION

T h e  d is t i n c t iv e  f e a t u r e s  of p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  h o ld in g  
of e le c t i o n s  in 2 0 0 9  t o  t h e  Ol iy  M a j l i s ,  re g io n a l ,  d i s t r ic t  
a n d  c i t y  K e n g h a s h e s  of  P e o p l e ’s  D e p u t i e s  a r e  t h e  
s ig n i f ic an t ly  in c r e a s e d  pol i t ical  a n d  soc ia l  a c t i v e n e s s  of 
people ,  t h e i r  a w a r e n e s s  of i n v o l v e m e n t  in e v e r y t h i n g ,  
w h i c h  t a k e s  p la c e  a r o u n d ,  s ig n i f ic an t  i n c r e a s i n g  of t h e i r  
s e l f - a w a r e n e s s  a n d  civic r e spons ib i l i t y ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
t h e  role of po l i t ica l  p a r t i e s  a n d  i n t e r - p a r t y  c o m p e t i t i o n .  
T h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  of  U z b e k i s t a n  I s l a m  
K a r i m o v  n o t e s :  «The  p o w e r  of a n y  pol i t i ca l  p a r t y  in a 
s o c i e t y  is e s t i m a t e d  by  i t s  in f lu ence ,  t h e  e f f e c t i v en e s s  
of p r o p o s e d  a n d  i m p l e m e n t e d  p r o g r a m  in t h e  s o c i o 
poli t ical ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  sp i r i tua l  s p h e r e s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  of  its 
s u p p o r t e r s . »  A n d  t o d a y  poli t ical  pa r t ie s ,  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  of v a r i o u s  s t r a t a  of t h e  s o c i e t y ,  e v e r  m o r e  
e ffec t ively a n d  visibly im p a c t  on soc io-pol i t ica l  a n d  so c io 
e c o n o m i c  life a n d  t h e  f u tu r e  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a s  wel l  a s  
t h e  s y s t e m  of  a d o p t i n g  d e c i s i o n s  in t h e  s t a t e  a n d  
publ ic  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  pa r l ia 
m e n t a r i s m .

T h e  y e a r  o f  e l e c t i o n s  i s  m a r k e d  b y  f u r t h e r  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of  role  a n d  p la ce  of t h e  le g is la t i v e  a n d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bo d ie s  of  p o w e r  in d e m o c r a t i c  r e n e w a l



an d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  f u r t h e r  l ibera l iza t ion  
an d  i m p r o v e m e n t  of t h e  na t i ona l  e le c t i o n  legis lat ion.  
A t  t h a t  all t h e  d y n a m i c  p r o c e s s e s  in soc io-poli t i ca l ,  
e c o n o m i c  a n d  da i ly  life a r e  c o o r d i n a t e d  a n d  c o r r e la ted  
g iv ing  a powerfu l  i m p e t u s  to  reno va t io n  and  deve lo pmen t  
of t h e  c o u n t r y .

T h e s e  and  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c o n c l u s i o n s  h a v e  b e c a m e  
t h e  re su l t  of w i d e s p r e a d  d i s c u s s i o n s  in t h e  c o u r s e  of 
p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  h o l d i n g  of e le c t i o n s ,  a s  wel l  a s  th e  
p r o c e s s e s  in p o l i t i c a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  l eg a l  s y s t e m s ,  a t  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  s e m i n a r s  a n d  ro u n d - t a b l e s  
held in U z b e k i s t a n  on t h e  e ve  of 2 0 0 9  e lec t ions .

T h u s  on ly  in M a y - S e p t e m b e r  of 2 0 0 9  a c c o r d i n g  to  
t h e  C o n c e p t i o n  on  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  h o ld in g  of e le c t io ns  
t o  th e  Ol iy  Ma j l i s ,  reg iona l ,  d i s t r ic t  a n d  c i ty  K e n g h a s h e s  
of P e o p l e ’s D e p u t i e s ,  a p p r o v e d  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  E lec t ion  
C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  of  U z b e k i s t a n ,  f ive  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  s e m i n a r s  a n d  ro u n d - t a b l e s  
h a v e  b e e n  o rg a n iz e d :

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  of  h o l d i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  
e le c t i o n s  a n d  t h e  e le c t i o n  leg is la t ion  of U z b e k i s t a n ;

E l e c t i o n s  a n d  t h e  i s s u e s  of d e v e l o p m e n t  of m o d e r n  
p a r l i a m e n t a r i s m :  U z b e k i s t a n ’s ex p e r ie n ce ;

Legal  a s p e c t s  of e n s u r i n g  o p e n n e s s ,  publ ic i ty  and  
t r a n s p a r e n c y  in o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  h o ld in g  of e lec t ions :  
t h e  wor ld  e x p e r i e n c e ,  n o r m s  and  s t a n d a r d s ;

I n s t i t u t e s  of  civil s o c i e t y  and  e le c t i o n s  to  r e p r e s e n 
ta t i v e  bo die s  of p ow er ;

Pol i t ica l  p a r t i e s  a n d  e l ec t io ns :  i n te r n a t i o n a l  p r ac t ic e  
and  t h e  le g is l a t io n  of U z b e k i s t a n .

T h e s e  f o r u m s  w e r e  o rg a n i z e d  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  E lec t ion  
C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  for  Civi l  S o c i e t y  S t u d i e s ,
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T a s h k e n t  S t a t e  I n s t i t u t e  of Law ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of W o r ld  
E c o n o m y  a n d  D i p l o m a c y , A c a d e m y  of S t a t e  a n d  Soc ia l  
C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  I n s t i t u t e  of  S t r a t e g i c  a n d  I n t e r r e g i o n a l  
S t u d i e s  u n d e r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  of  
Uzbe ki s t an ,  Ecologica l  M o v e m e n t  of U z b e k is t a n ,  C h a r i t y  
F u n d  « M a h a l l a » , o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  O S C E  
ins t i t u t i ons ,  in te rn a t i o n a l  founda t io ns ,  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of a n u m b e r  of fore ign  c o u n t r i e s .

T h e  m a in  o b je c t i v e  of t h e  a b o v e  s t a t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
fo r u m s  w a s  to  c o n s i d e r  t h e  U z b e k i s t a n  e x p e r i e n c e  in 
t h e  s y s t e m i c ,  g r a d u a l  a n d  c o h e r e n t  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of 
d e m o c r a t i c  r e f o r m s ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
l ib era l iza t i on  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  leg is la t io n ,  p r a c t i c e  of 
ho ld ing  e lec t io ns ,  a n d  t h e i r  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  t h e  un iv e rsa l ly  
r e c o g n i z e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n o r m s  a n d  s t a n d a r d s .

M e a s u r e s  on  f u r t h e r  p e r f e c t i o n  of  t h e  e l e c t i o n  
leg is la t ion  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m  a p p r o v e d  
in U z b e k i s t a n  for  t h e  r e c e n t  y e a r s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  
d i s c u s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  f o r u m s . T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  L a w  
of  t h e  R e p u b l i c  of  U z b e k i s t a n  « O n  i n t r o d u c i n g  
a m e n d m e n t s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  in to  c e r t a i n  le g is la t iv e  a c t s  
of t h e  R epubl ic  of U z b e k i s t a n  d u e  t o  p e r f e c t i o n  of t h e  
e l e c t i o n  leg is la t ion» ,  w h i c h  c a m e  in to  force on  J u l y  1, 
2 0 0 9 , w a s  of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  in r e p o r t s  a n d  s p e e c h e s  
by  p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  r o u n d - t a b l e s  a n d  
s e m i n a r s .

T h e  i s s u e s  of s t r e n g t h e n i n g  ro le  of po l i t i ca l  p a r t i e s ,  
s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  a n d  o t h e r  civil  s o c i e t y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  on  
p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  h o l d i n g  of  e l e c t i o n s ,  i m p l e m e n t i n g  
d e m o c r a t i c  r e f o r m s  in U z b e k i s t a n  h a v e  b e e n  v i e w e d  
in de ta i l ,  in t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  e x p e r i e n c e . T h e  
i s s u e s  of d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of  t h e  m a s s  m e d i a ,  t h e i r
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c o v e r a g e  of  e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of c a n v a s s i n g ,  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in e l e c t i o n s  a n d  l a w - m a k i n g  a c t i v i ty  of 
E c o lo g ic a l  M o v e m e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n  w e r e  of p a r t i c u l a r  
i n t e r e s t  fo r  p a r t ic i  p a n t s  of c o n f e r e n c e s ,  s e m i n a r s  a n d  
r o u n d - t a b l e s . I n t r o d u c i n g  of  a n e w  i n s t i t u t i o n  to  th e  
e l e c t i o n  le g i s la t i o n  —  a n  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
f rom  pol i t i ca l  p a r t y ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  of p rox ie s  
of c a n d i d a t e s  t o  d e p u t i e s ,  m e a s u r e s  a i m e d  to  e n s u r e  
t r a n s p a r e n c y  of e l e c t i o n s  c o m m i t t e e s ’ a c t i v i t y  a n d  
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  i n n o v a t i o n s  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  leg is la t io n  
a n d  p r a c t i c e  of  h o l d i n g  e l e c t i o n s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  an  
i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  in f u r t h e r  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of  t h e  
e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m .

T h e  l e g a l - o r g a n i z i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  fo r  l o c a l  a n d  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b s e r v e r s ’ p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in e l e c t i o n s  
a r r a n g e d  in t h e  c o u n t r y  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  d u r i n g  fo ru m s 
a s  wel l .

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  d e p u t i e s  of  t h e  
Le g is la t iv e  C h a m b e r  of th e  Ol iy  M a j l i s  of t h e  Republ ic  
of U z b e k i s t a n ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  
Ecologica l  M o v e m e n t  of U z b e k i s ta n ,  l eaders  and  act iv is ts  
of n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  n o n - c o m m e r c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and 
s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  b o d i e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c o n f e r e n ce s ,  s e m i n a r s  a n d  round -  t a b l e s . T h e s e  fo ru m s 
w e r e  a t t e n d e d  by ov e r  100  e x p e r t s  f rom  3 0  co u n t r ie s ,  
interna tiona l  o rganiza t ions ,  in par t icu la r  political scientists,  
l av/yers,  e x p e r t s  on  e le c t io n  leg is l a t ion  f rom Belg ium ,  
UK, G erma ny,  Egypt ,  Israel, India, Italy, Japan ,  Kazakhstan,  
K y r g y z s ta n ,  L i thu an ia ,  M a la y s ia ,  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  Pa ki s ta n ,  
Republ ic  of Korea ,  Russ ia ,  S i n g a p o re ,  S lovakia,  Slovenia ,  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  T ur key ,  U k ra in e ,  Fr a n c e ,  C z e c h  Republic,  
J a p a n  a n d  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of local and
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fo re ign  m a s s  m e d ia ,  i n c l u d i n g  n o n - s t a t e .  E x p e r t s  f rom 
U N ,  E U ,  O S C E ,  C IS  and  o th er  interna tional  o rganiza t ions ,  
a s  wel l  a s  h e a d s  of d i p l o m a t i c  m i s s i o n s , a c c r e d i t e d  to  
U z b e k i s t a n  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d .

T h e  c o l l ec t io n  c o n t a i n s  e v a l u a t i o n s ,  c o m m e n t s  on  
U z b e k i s t a n  e le c t io n  le g is la t io n  a n d  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m ,  
d e m o c r a t i c  r e n e w a l  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  in 
t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  wel l  a s  in f o r m a t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  of sc i en t i f ic  
fo ru m s,  r e p o r t s  a n d  s p e e c h e s  m a d e  by  fore ign  e x p e r t s  
d u r i n g  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  s e m i n a r s  a n d  ro u n d - ta b le s .



I. INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
«INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS OF HOLDING 

DEM OCRATIC ELECTIONS AND THE ELECTION 
LEGISLATION OF UZBEKISTAN »

(June 10—t l ,  2009 Tashkent)
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O n  J u n e  1 0 — 1 1 ,  2 0 0 9  T a s h k e n t  h o s t e d  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  “ I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  of 
h o l d i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  e l e c t i o n s  a n d  e le c t i o n  le g is l a t io n  of 
U z b e k i s t a n » ,  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  C e n t r a l  E l e c t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e  of  t h e  R epu bl ic  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  T a s h k e n t  
S t a t e  I n s t i t u t e  of L a w  a n d  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  for  Civil  S o c i e t y  
S t u d i e s  j o i n t l y  w i t h  N a g o y a  U n i v e r s i t y  ( J a p a n )  a n d  
t h e  Off ice  of O S C E  P r o j e c t  C o o r d i n a t o r  in U z b e k i s t a n . l t  
w a s  a t t e n d e d  by  e x p e r t s ,  s p e c ia l i s t s  a n d  s c i e n t i s t s  f rom 
G e r m a n y ,  India,  Italy, L ithuania ,  Republ ic  of Korea,  Russ ia  
a n d  J a p a n .

C o n f e r e n c e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e v i e w e d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  
of U z b e k i s t a n  on  p e r f e c t i n g  t h e  l e g is l a t i v e  b a s i s  of 
e le c t o r a l  s y s t e m  a n d  p r a c t i c e  of h o l d i n g  e l e c t i o n s  to  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b o d i e s  of p o w e r . I t  w a s  n o t e d  t h a t  in 
t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w h i c h  f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g  d e t e r m i n e d  for 
i t se l f  t h e  po l icy  of b u i l d in g  a lega l d e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e  
a n d  s t r o n g  c iv i l  s o c i e t y ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  a n d  g r a d u a l  
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of e l e c t i o n s ,  a n  e f fe c t i ve  l e g is la t i v e  
b a s i s  for  e l e c t i o n s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
n o r m s  a n d  d e m o c r a t i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  w e r e  c r e a t e d .  
O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a n d  l e g a l ,  m a t e r i a l  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  for  free a n d  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of c i t i z e n s  
in e l e c t i o n s ,  rel iab le  g u a r a n t e e s  for full r e a l i z a t i o n  of 
t h e i r  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d .
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It w a s  e m p h a s i z e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  t h a t  th e  
f o r t h c o m i n g  e le c t i o n s  in U z b e k i s t a n  in la te  D e c e m b e r  
2 0 0 9  will  be  he ld t a k i n g  in to  a c c o u n t  all a m e n d m e n t s  
an d  a d d i t i o n s  i n t r o d u c e d  in to  t h e  e l ec t io n  legis la t ion 
w h i c h  e n s u r e  f u r t h e r  l ibe ra l iza t ion  a n d  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  
of t h e  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  L a w  of th e  
Re publ ic  of U z b e k i s t a n  « O n  i n t r o d u c i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  
an d  a d d i t i o n s  in to  c e r t a i n  leg is la t ive  a c t s  of U z b e k i s t a n  
d u e  t o  p e r f e c t i o n  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  le g is la t i o n »  d a t e d  
J u l y  1, 2 0 0 8  t h e  n u m b e r  of d e p u t i e s  in t h e  Legis la t ive  
C h a m b e r  w a s  i n c r e a s e d  f ro m  120  to  150 in o r d e r  to 
f u r t h e r  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  role of t h e  s u p r e m e  legis la t ive  
b o d y  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  local  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bo die s  of 
p o w e r  in d e m o c r a t i c  r e n e w a l  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of t h e  
c o u n t r y .

P a r t i c i p a n t s  of t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  in 
U z b e k i s t a n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of civic 
s o c i e t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in e l e c t i o n s  w e r e  i n c r e a s e d .  
C a n d i d a t e s  to  de p u t i e s  will be n o m i n a t e d  only by political 
p a r t i e s .  B a s e d  o n  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  i m p o r t a n c e  of 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i s sues ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e  for  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  
of e c o l o g i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  h u m a n  h e a l t h ,  i n c l u d i n g  
p r o b l e m s  t h a t  a r e  of i n t e r e s t  for all s t r a t a  of t h e  soc ie ty ,  
r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e i r  pol i t ical  o r ie n t a t io n ,  15 s e a t s  in the  
Leg i s l a t i v e  C h a m b e r  of t h e  Ol iy  M a j l i s  a r e  provided  for 
d e p u t i e s  e l e c t e d  f r o m  E c o l o g i c a l  M o v e m e n t  of 
U z b e k i s t a n .

T h e  in s t i t u t e  of a n  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a 
poli t ical  par ty ,  w h o  shal l  be  e m p o w e r e d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in 
c o u n t i n g  of v o t e s  a t  p o l l i n g  s t a t i o n s ,  ver i f i ca t io n  of 
c o r r e c t n e s s  of c o m p i l i n g  of  s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t s ,  is
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in t r o d u c e d  in to  t h e  e le c t i o n  leg i s la t i on .  T h e  poss i b l e  
n u m b e r  of p r o x i e s  of c a n d i d a t e s  t o  d e p u t i e s  is i n c r e a s e d  
f rom  5  to  10.

T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  p a i d  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  C o n c e p t i o n  on  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  
ho ld in g  of e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  Ol iy  M a j l i s  of t h e  R epubl ic  
of U z b e k i s t a n ,  re g io n a l ,  d i s t r ic t  a n d  c i ty  K e n g h a s h e s  of 
P e o p l e ’s  d e p u t i e s ,  a p p r o v e d  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  E l e c t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  C o n c e p t i o n ,  w h i c h  def in es  t h e  m a i n  
p r i n c i p l e s , o b j e c t i v e s , p r i o r i t i e s , m a i n  p h a s e s  a n d  e v e n t s  
of t h e  e lec t ion  c a m p a i g n ,  w a s  a s s e s s e d  by  foreign e x p e r t s  
a s  a  d o c u m e n t ,  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of  w h i c h  wil l  
c o n t r i b u t e  to  h o l d i n g  of t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s  at  
t h e  h i g h e s t  d e m o c r a t i c  level.

T h e  C o n c e p t i o n  c le a r ly  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
e le c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s ,  a s  wel l  a s  po li t i ca l  p a r t i e s  involved  
in e le c t i o n s  p r o c e s s ,  will  be  d i r e c t e d  t o  e n s u r e  s t r i c t  a n d  
u n c o n d i t i o n a l  fo l l o w in g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  a c t i n g  
le g i s la t io n  d u r i n g  e le c t i o n s .  O n l y  t h e  C e n t r a l  E l ec t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e  is t h e  p r in c ip a l  b o d y  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  e lec t ion  
c a m p a i g n ,  and  n o b o d y  will be a l l o w e d  to  i n te r f e re  in.

T h e  C o n c e p t i o n  in c lu d e s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of l eg i s la t io n  
t h a t  e x c l u d e  pr ov is i on  of a n y  b e n e f i t s  a n d  p r e f e r e n c e s  

to  a n y  of t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  e le c t i o n  c a m p a i g n .  
T h e  p r o c e d u r e  a n d  ru le s  for  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  h o l d i n g  of 
e l e c t i o n s  def ined  by t h e  l a w  a n d  t h e  C o n c e p t i o n  a r e  
o b l i g a t o r y  a n d  e q u a l  for all. T h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  pr ov is io n s  
of t h e  C o n c e p t i o n  w e r e  a s s e s s e d  by  fore ign  e x p e r t s  as  
a n  e x a m p l e  of t h e  h i g h  d e m o c r a t i c  level  of e le c to ra l  
s y s t e m  in U z b e k i s t a n  t e s t i f y i n g  t o  t h e  d e e p  d e m o c r a t i c  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  t a k i n g  p lace  in t h e  so c ie ty .
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C o n f e r e n c e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  
s y s t e m ,  t h e  p ra c t ic e  of e le c t i o n s  to  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
bo d ie s  of p o w e r  in U z b e k i s t a n  a r e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f ac to r  
in r a i s i n g  pol i t i c a l  c u l t u r e ,  l e g a l  a w a r e n e s s  of t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  d e e p e n i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a 
d e m o c r a t i c ,  l egal  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  ba s i s  of civil so c ie ty .

I t  w a s  u n d e r l i n e d  t h a t  j u s t  a s  t h e r e  is no  un iver sa l ,  
e q u a l  for  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  m ode l  of d e m o c r a c y , t h e r e  a re  
no  s im i l a r  m o d e l s  of e le c t o ra l  s y s t e m .  In U z b e k i s t a n ,  
t h e  e le c to r a l  s y s t e m  a n d  leg is la t ion  in t h i s  a r e a  a re  
d e v e lo p in g ,  on t h e  o n e  hand ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  
a c c e p t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  and  s t a n d a r d s , o n  th e  
o t h e r  —  t a k i n g  into a c c o u n t  t h e  level of public aw aren es s ,  
l egal  a n d  poli t ical  c u l t u re ,  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  m e n t a l i t y  of 
t h e  p eop le  of t h e  c o u n t ry .

P r i o r  t o  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  m e e t i n g s  of i t s p a r t i c i p a n t s  
w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  in t h e  Le gi s l a t iv e  C h a m b e r  of t h e  Oliy 
M aj l i s ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  E lec t ion  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  R epub l ic  
of U z b e k i s t a n ,  T a s h k e n t  S t a t e  I n s t i t u t e  of La w ,  t h e  
I n s t i t u t e  for Civil S o c i e t y  S t u d i e s  a n d  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  for 
M o n i t o r i n g  C u r r e n t  L egi s la t io n  u n d e r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of 
t h e  R e p u b l i c  of U z b e k i s t a n .  D u r i n g  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  
fore ign  e x p e r t s  fami l iar ized w i t h  t h e  ac t iv i t i es  of poli t ical  
p a r t i e s  f a c t i o n s  in t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  of  U z b e k i s t a n ,  
d i sc u ss e d  th e  i s sue s  of e n s u r i n g  t h e  de m o c r a t i c  e lec t ions,  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a n d  public  a s p e c t s  of t h e i r  p r e p a r a t i o n  
a n d  ho ld ing ,  as  well  a s  m e c h a n i s m s  for  in fo rm at io na l ,  
an a ly t ic a l  and  r e g u l a t o r y  s u p p o r t  for  e le c t i o n s  in t h e  
c o u n t r y .
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FROM  R EPO R TS AND SPEEC H ES 
OF FO REIGN PARTICIPANTS OF TH E 

C O N FEREN CE

Evgeniy SLOBODA 
Responsible officer, 

CIS S e c re ta r ia t

«... CI S  m e m b e r - s t a t e s  c o n s t a n t l y  i m p r o v e  e l ec t io n  

leg is la t ion  a n d  p r a c t i c e  of i t s  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .

T h e  R e p u b l i c  of  U z b e k i s t a n  is of no e x c e p t i o n .

T h e  L a w  « O n  i n t r o d u c i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  

in to  ce r ta in  leg is la t ive  a c t s  of t h e  Re publ ic  of U z b e k i s t a n  

d u e  to  p e r f e c t i o n  of t h e  e l ec t io n  leg is la t ion»  h a s  be en  

a d o p t e d  r e c e n t l y .  I t  is a i m e d  a t  r a i s i n g  t h e  ro le  of 

po li t i ca l  p a r t i e s  in t h e  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  h i g h e s t  l eg is la t ive  

b o d y  a n d  t h e  loca l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bod ie s  of p o w e r .

A d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  L a w  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  f u r t h e r  

d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of t h e  e l ec t io n  leg is la t ion  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  

c r e a t e s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  fo r a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of poli t ical  

p a r t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in s o l v i n g  

i m p o r t a n t  p r o b l e m s  of socio-pol i t ical  a n d  so c io -eco n o m ic  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  c o u n t r y .

All t h i s  s h o w s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  c o m m i t m e n t  to  

h o ld  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  s t a n d a r d s  of d e m o c r a t i c  e l ec t io ns .  

A n d  s u c h  s t e p s  s h o u l d  o n ly  be  w e lc o m e d . . .»
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K adam a SHIGERU 
Professor, Mie U niversity  

( Ja p a n )

« O n e  o f  t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  l e g a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
i m p l e m e n t e d  w i t h in  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t e s  
in Uz bek is ta n ,  is fu r ther  perfect ion of t h e  na tional  e lec t ion 
leg is la t i on  a n d  f o r m a t i o n  of m o d e r n  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m .  
F re e  and  t r a n s p a r e n t  e le c t i o n s  p r o m o t e  i n c r e a s in g  s oc io 
pol i t ical  a c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  p o pul a t i on ,  r e n o v a t i o n  of t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  f o r m a t io n  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  p o w e r s  a c c o r d i n g  
to  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of d e m o c r a c y .

In t h i s  r e g a r d ,  o n e  m a y  s a y  t h a t  a ba la n c e d  e le c to ra l  
s y s t e m  h a s  b e e n  c r e a t e d  in U z b e k i s t a n  w h i c h  p ro v id es  
e a c h  c i t i z en  of t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h  t h e  r i gh t  to  e x p r e s s  
his will ,  to  e l ec t  a n d  to  be e lec ted ,  a n d  t h u s  to  d i r ec t ly  
p a r t i c i p a t e  in a d o p t i o n  of i m p o r t a n t  g o v e r n m e n t  
dec i s io ns .

I n i t i a t e d  by  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n  I s l a m  
K a r i m o v  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  L a w  « O n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
t h e  role of pol it i cal  p a r t i e s  in t h e  r e n e w a l  a n d  f u r t h e r  
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  
m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of t h e  c o u n t r y » ,  c o m e  into force in 20 0 8 ,  
is of g r e a t  s ign i f icance  on  d e e p e n i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  re forms ,  
d e v e l o p i n g  a m u l t i - p a r t y  s y s t e m ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  soc ial  
a n d  pol i t ical  a c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  popu la t ion .  Clear ly  def ined 
lega l s t a t u s  of p a r t i e s  in t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  a n d  s ign i f ican t ly  
i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  role on  r a i s i n g  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of l a w 
m a k i n g  a c t i v i t y  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  L a w  h a s  c r e a t e d  
l e g a l - o r g a n i z i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  fo r  a c t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  of 
po li t i ca l  p a r t i e s  on  f o rm a t i o n  of c e n t r a l  a n d  local bodies  
of e x e c u t i v e  po w er ,  public c on t r o l  ov e r  th e i r  ac t iv i ty .  All
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of  t h i s  h a s  p o s i t i v e l y  a f f ec t ed  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  t r a n s 

f o r m a t i o n  in U z b e k i s t a n .

At  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e  e lec tora l  s y s t e m  is a m e c h a n i s m  

w h i c h  h a s  to  t i m e ly  r e a c t  to  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  in t h e  c o u n t r y  

a n d  t o  b e  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n  d i r e c t i o n  o f  f u r t h e r  

m o d e r n iz a t i o n  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t .  In t h i s  r e g a r d  of spec ia l  

s i gn i f ica nce  is r e g u l a r  p er fe c t io n  of l egal  a n d  jud ic ia l  

n o r m s  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  i m p l e m e n t e d  in 

U z b e k i s t a n .

P r o c e e d i n g  f r o m  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  L a w  « O n  

i n t r o d u c i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  i n t o  c e r t a i n  

leg is la t ive  a c t s  of t h e  R epub l i c  of U z b e k i s t a n  d u e  to  

p er fec t io n  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  le g is la t io n»  w a s  a d o p t e d .  I ts  

o b j e c t i v e s  w e r e  l i be ra l iz a t ion  a n d  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of 

t h e  e l e c t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  r o l e  a n d  

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  in f lue nce  of pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  a s  wel l  as  

e n s u r i n g  t h e  Ecol og ic a l  M o v e m e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n  a n  

o p p o r t u n i t y  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in re a l iz a t i on  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n  

of c i t i z e n s ’ r i g h t s  for  f avor ab le  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  h e a l t h  

p r o t e c t i o n ,  r a t i o n a l  u s i n g  of  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  

e n s u r i n g  eco logica l  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  c o u n t r y .

In g e n e r a l  t h e  m e n t i o n e d  i n n o v a t i o n s  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  

t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  u n i v e r s a l i t y  of e l e c t i o n s  a n d  a c t  as  

a n  add i t i ona l  f a c t o r  of s t r e n g t h e n i n g  publ ic  c o n t r o l  by 

pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  o v e r  a c t i v i t y  of e le c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s . . . »
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Aykio MASANORI 
Director, C en ter  for Asian Law Exchange

(Ja p a n )

«... F re e  d e m o c r a t i c  e le c t i o n s  a n d  r e f e r e n d u m  tes t i fy  
to  t h e  h i g h e s t  a n d  d i r ec t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of t h e  p r in c ip le  
of d e m o c r a c y .  T h a t  is w h y  t h e  leg is la t io n  on  e le c t i o n s  
a n d  i t s  i m p r o v e m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  r e f o r m s  
i m p l e m e n t e d  in U z b e k i s t a n .  M o r e o v e r  it s h o u ld  be  no ted  
t h a t  s u f f r a g e  in U z b e k i s t a n  h a v i n g  a c c u m u l a t e d  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e le c t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  t a k i n g  in to  a c c o u n t  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  m o d e r n  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m .

. . . D e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c ip l e s  of e le c t i o n s  a r e  re f lec ted  
in t h e  L a w s  «O n e le c t io n s  to  t h e  O l iy  M a j l i s  of th e  
R e p u b l i c  of U z b e k i s t a n » ,  «On e l e c t i o n s  t o  re g io n a l ,  
d i s t r i c t  a n d  c i ty  K e n g a s h e s  of P e o p l e ’s D e p u t i e s » ,  «On 
g u a r a n t e e s  of c i t i z e n s ’ s u f f r a g e » ,  « O n  t h e  C e n t r a l  
E l e c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  R epubl ic  of U z b e k i s t a n » .  
T h e y  ref lect  s u c h  p r in c ip le s  a s  u n i v e r s a l i t y  of e l ec t io ns ,  
e q u a l  s u f f r a g e ,  d i r e c t  a n d  s e c r e t  b a l l o t ,  v o l u n t a r y  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in e lec t ion s ,publ ic i ty  of t he i rho ld in g , pub l i c  
a n d  e x p e r t  cont ro l .

C o m p l i a n c e  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m  a n d  
t h e  i n te r n a t io n a l  s t a n d a r d s  is of sp ec ia l  s ig n i f icance .  It 
is n e c e s s a r y  to n o t e  he re  t h a t  U z b e k i s t a n  r e c o g n i z e s  
t h e  p r i m a c y  of  n o r m s  of  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w ,  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r e a t i e s  r a t i f i e d  b y  U z b e k i s t a n  w h i c h  
f o r m u l a t e  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  c o n v e n t i o n a l  n o r m s  of t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l aw in th i s  field w i t h  r e g a r d  to  pr ov is i ons  
of t h e  na t ion a l  l egis la t ion .
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. . .  T o d a y  o n e  m a y  s t a t e  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d  

e le c t i o n  le g i s la t io n  of U z b e k i s t a n  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l y  l inked 

w i t h  t h e  m o d e r n  e le c t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  t a k i n g  t h e m  

in to  a c c o u n t  a r e  i n te n s iv e ly  d e v e lo p in g .

... E l e c t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  c r e a t e d  in  U z b e k i s t a n  

c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  ba s ic  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  and  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of f u r t h e r  d e m o c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .

... T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  U z b e k i s t a n  c o n t a i n i n g  a 

spec ia l  c h a p t e r  re la te d  to  t h e  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m  p ro c la im s  

a n u m b e r  of  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h  h a v e  to  

g u a r a n t e e  real  polit ical  p lura l i sm.  Thi s  s y s t e m  h a s  pas sed  

s e v e r a l  s t a g e s  of d e v e l o p m e n t  b e i n g  i n f l u e n c e d  by  

d i f fe ren t  fac tors .

T h e  a d o p t e d  by t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  of  U z b e k i s t a n  a t  

t h e  e n d  of 2 0 0 8  t h e  L a w  « O n  i n t r o d u c i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  

and  a d d i t i ons  i n to  c e r t a i n  leg is la t ive  a c t s  of t h e  R epub l ic  

o f  U z b e k i s t a n  d u e  t o  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  

le g i s la t io n»  is v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h i s  L a w  i n t r o d u c e d  

a m e n d m e n t s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  i n t o  13 l a w s  a n d  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  of  t h e  R e p u b l i c  of U z b e k i s t a n .  D u e  to  

th i s  w e  s e e  a n  add i t i ona l  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  t o w a r d  to  t h e  

c o n s i s t e n t  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  a n d  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of t h e  

e le c t io n  le g i s la t io n  of  th e  c o u n t r y .

In U z b e k i s t a n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t h e  e l e c t i o n  

l e g i s l a t i o n  t h o r o u g h l y  a n d  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  r e g u l a t e  

e le c t i o n s  p r o c e s s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  c r e a t e  legal  b a s i s  for 

fair a n d  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r m a t i o n  of bo d ie s  of s t a t e  po we r .»
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Erai MAKING 
Expert, Nagoya U niversity  

(Ja p a n )

« S i n c e  g a i n i n g  s t a t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  U z b e k i s t a n  is 

s t e a d i l y  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  g o i n g  a l o n g  t h e  c h o s e n  w a y  

of d e m o c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  f o r m a t i o n  of s t r o n g  civil 

s o c i e t y  a n d  d e e p e n i n g  of m a r k e t  re fo rms .

T h e  p r o c e s s  of f u r t h e r  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of e l e c t io n s  

t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bo die s  of p o w e r  is b e i n g  car r i ed  o u t  

s t e p  by s tep.  T h e  role of political part ies,  o t h e r  ins t i tu t ions  

of civil so c i e ty ,  m a s s  m e d i a  is s t r e n g t h e n i n g  in r a i s in g  

soc ia l  a n d  pol i t ical  a c t i v e n e s s  of c i t i zens .  I n t e r - p a r t y  

c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  s t r u g g l e  for t h e i r  e l e c t o r a t e  is d e v e 
loping.

O n e  s h o u l d  n o t e  t h a t  U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  g a i n e d  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  in fo rm a t io n  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
bo d ie s  of s t a t e  p o w e r  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  e le c t i o n s  of t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  a n d  P a r l i a m e n t  of th e  R epubl ic  of U z b e k i s t a n  

t h a t  w e r e  he ld  on a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  ba s i s  w i t h  c o n s i d e 

r a t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s .

E l e c t i o n s  a re  t h e  in d ic a to r  of d e m o c r a t i c  c h a r a c t e r  

o f  so c i e t y .  L e g is l a t io n  in t h i s  field in U z b e k i s t a n  is 
b e i n g  de ve lo p e d  t a k i n g  in to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  un iv e r sa l l y  

r e c o g n i z e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

a s  wel l  a s  t h e  level  of lega l a n d  pol i t ical  c u l t u r e  of 

c i t i z ens ,  m e n t a l i t y  of t h e  people.
... It is w o r t h  to  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  R epub l i c  of U z b e k i s t a n  

b e i n g  t h e  first  a m o n g  t h e  C I S  s t a t e s  on  M a y  5, 1994  

a d o p t e d  t h e  law «O n g u a r a n t e e s  of c i t i z e n s ’ suf f rage .»
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T h e  la w  e s t a b l i s h e d  m e c h a n i s m s  of p r a c t i c a l  i m p l e 

m e n t a t i o n  of a c t i v e  su f f r a g e  a n d  f r e e d o m  of e x p r e s s i o n  

b y  c i t i z e n s  t h e i r  will  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  def ined  

in t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d o c u m e n t s  on  h u m a n  

r i g h ts .

... O n  t h e  wh o le ,  t h e  a n a ly s i s  of t h e  a c t i n g  leg is la t ion  

in U z b e k i s t a n  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r i s m  of  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of 

t h e  in t e rn a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  a l lo ws  t o  a s s e s  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  

t h e  e l ec to ra l  s y s t e m  in U z b e k i s t a n  a s  a m o d e r n  ba la n c e d  

d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e d u r e ,  p ro v id in g  re l iab le  g u a r a n t e e s  of 

f ree  e x p r e s s i o n  of  wi l l  a n d  c r e a t i o n  of  a p p r o p r i a t e  

c o n d i t i o n s  for  d e v e l o p m e n t  of d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

in t h e  c o u n t r y . »

S h ah id  TASLEEM 
Doctor, Academy of S tud ies  

of the  C oun tr ie s  of th e  T h ird  W orld
( In d ia )

« E le c t i o n s  a re  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  

s y s t e m  w h i c h  s h o u ld  be  free a n d  fair. T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

o u g h t  n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  in. N o b o d y  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  

i n f lu e n c e  t h e  c o u r s e  of e l e c t i o n s  by  a n y  m e a n s .  In 

o r d e r  t o  m a k e  e l e c t i o n s  im p a r t i a l  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be  a 

c o m m i t t e e  s u c h  in U z b e k i s t a n  w h i c h  m a k e s  i ts  u t m o s t  

for  r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h i s  goa l .
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... T o d a y  U z b e k i s t a n  is on  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  of e lec t io ns ,  

an d  I a m  s u r e  t h a t  it o n c e  a g a in  wil l  p ro v e  t o  t h e  wo r ld  

c o m m u n i t y  t h e  ab i l i ty  t o  hold e le c t i o n s  f ree ly  an d  fairly. 

In m y  op in ion  a n d  of  n u m e r o u s  fo re ign  e x p e r t s ,  w h i c h  

h a v e  v i s i t e d  U z b e k i s t a n  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  

c a m p a i g n ,  in y o u r  c o u n t r y  e v e r y t h i n g  is b e i n g  d o n e  to 

ho ld  e le c t i o n s  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  w o r ld  n o r m s .

... M a s s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of p eop le  in t h e  p r o c e s s  of 

bal lot  a l w a y s  h a s  g r e a t  va lue .  It is n e c e s s a r y  to  n o te  

t h e  h igh  leve l of l i t e r a c y  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of y o u r  

c o u n t r y ,  t h e r e f o r e  I t h i n k  in t h e  f u t u r e  c i t i z e n s  of 

U z b e k i s t a n  will a c t i v e ly  t a k e  p a r t  in e l ec t io ns .  I a n d  all 

of u s  be l ieve  in w i s d o m  of t h e  people  of U z b e k i s t a n  

w h i c h  s t r i v e  for  d e m o c r a c y .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h e  fu t ur e  

of U z b e k i s t a n  is v e r y  br igh t . »

i

Leyla JANUZAKOVA 
D eputy  D irec tor, In s t i tu te  of Systemic 

Research of T u ran  University, 
Senior  researcher, S tate  an d  Law

In s t i tu te  of A l-Farabi K azakh N ational University
(K a z ak h s ta n )

«... U z b e k i s t a n  did n o t  s e t  u p  a pr o p o r t i o n a l  e lec tora l  

s y s t e m  d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  Leg is la t i v e  C h a m b e r  of 

t h e  Oliy  M a j l i s  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  s y s t e m  of overa l l  major i ty .  

O n e  h u n d r e d  t h i r t y  five d e p u t i e s  of t h i s  c h a m b e r  a re
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e le c te d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  of g e n e r a l , e q u a l  a n d  d i r e c t  s u f f ra g e  

by  s e c r e t  bal lo t  w i th in  te r r i tor ial  o n e - m a n d a t o r y  e lec tor a l  

d i s t r i c t s  o n  a m u l t i - p a r t y  bas i s .  E x c lu s iv e ly  p a r t i e s  h a v e  

t h e  r i g h t  t o  n o m i n a t e  c a n d i d a t e s ,  a n d  w i t h i n  e a c h  

e lectora l  di st r ic t  a  p a r t y  m a y  n o m i n a t e  p e r  o n e  can d id a te ,  

a n d  it is e sp e c ia l l y  i m p o r t a n t .  S u c h  a n  o r d e r  g u a r a n t e e s  

rea l  m u l t i - p a r t y  s y s t e m  in t h e  c o u n t r y  p a r l i a m e n t .

W i t h  a v i e w  t o  p rovid e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of w o m e n  in 

t h e  h i g h e s t  l e g is la t iv e  b o d y  t h e  L a w  « O n  e l e c t i o n s  t o  

t h e  Oliy  M a j l i s  of t h e  Repub l ic  of U z b e k i s t a n »  s t i p u l a t e s  

a  n o r m  for w o m e n  t o  be  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  3 0 %  of t h e  

g e n e r a l  n u m b e r  of c a n d i d a t e s  to  d e p u t i e s  n o m i n a t e d  

by  a pol i t ical  p a r ty .

B e s i d e  1 3 5  d e p u t i e s  f r o m  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  15 

c a n d i d a t e s  t o  d e p u t i e s  t o  t h e  L e g is la t i v e  C h a m b e r  sha l l  

be  e l e c t e d  f r om  E co lo g ic a l  M o v e m e n t  of  U z b e k i s t a n .  

I t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  is i m p o r t a n t  for  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  

r i g h t s  o f  c i t i z e n s  w i t h  a n  a i m  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t  

i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  h e a l t h  p r o t e c t i o n ,  r a t i o n a l  u s e  of 

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of e co lo gi ca l  sa fe ty .

A c c o r d i n g  to  a m e n d m e n t s  in t h e  e le c t io n  leg is l a t i o n  

t h e  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of a  po l i t ica l  p a r t y  m a y  

t a k e  pa r t  in c h e c k i n g  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  E l ec t ion  C o m m i t t e e  

of c o r r e c t n e s s  of c o m p i l i n g  of s u b s c r i p t i o n  l is t s.  T h i s  

n o r m  c r e a t e s  addi t i o n a l  g u a r a n t e e s  of  o b j e c t i v i t y  a n d  

t r a n s p a r e n c y  of e le c t i o n s ,  re a l i za t i on  of  t h e  r i g h t s  of 

po li t i ca l  p a r t i e s  d u r i n g  h o l d i n g  of e l ec t io ns . . . »
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A. S. IBRAEVA 
Professor, Al-Farabi Kazakh 

N ationa l University  
(K azakhs tan )

« T he  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  of t h e  

R e p u b l i c  of  U z b e k i s t a n  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  L a w  « O n  

i n t r o d u c i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  in to  c e r t a i n  

leg is la t ive  a c t s  of t h e  R epubl ic  of U z b e k i s t a n  d u e  to 

p e r f e c t i o n  of t h e  le g i s l a t i o n  on  e l e c t i o n s »  p r o m o t e s  

f u r t h e r  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of t h e  c o u n t r y .  E l e c t i o n s  to  

t h e  Le g i s l a t i v e  C h a m b e r  of 15 d e p u t i e s  f rom Ecologica l  

M o v e m e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n  is v a l u a b l e .  T h e  o r d e r  of 

e l e c t i o n s  of t h e s e  d e p u t i e s  is i n t e r e s t i n g  —  t h e y  a re  

e le c t e d  by  t h e  s u p r e m e  b o d y  of t h e  g iv en  m o v e m e n t  

( C o n f e d e r a t i o n )  in t h e  t e r m s  defined  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  

E l e c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .  I t  d e f i n e s  a n  o r d e r  of  t h e i r  

n o m i n a t i o n  a n d  e le c t i o n .  P r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  h o l d i n g  of 

e le c t i o n s  of d e p u t i e s  to  t h e  Le g is la t iv e  C h a m b e r  from 

E c o l o g i c a l  M o v e m e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n  a r e  c o n d u c t e d  

o p e n l y  and  publ icly.  T h e r e b y  add i t i ona l  c o n d i t i o n s  a re  

b e i n g  c r e a t e d  for a c t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of i n s t i t u t e s  of 

civil s o c i e t y  in U z b e k i s t a n . »
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FROM  FO REIGN PARTICIPAN TS’ IN TER V IEW S 
MADE AT TH E CO NFERENCE TO 

REPRESENTA TIVES OF TH E NATIONAL 
INFORMATION AGENCY OF UZBEKISTAN —  UZA

K adam a SHIGERU 
Professor, Mie U n ivers i ty  

( J a p a n )

«The  e le c t io n  leg is la t ion  of U z b e k i s t a n  is in s e p a r a b l y  
l inked  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e le c t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  is 
i n t e n s i v e l y  d e v e l o p i n g  on  a ba s i s  of m u t u a l  e n r i c h m e n t  

a n d  h a r m o n i z a t i o n .  In t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of y o u r  c o u n t r y  
t h e r e  is t h e  s p e c ia l  c h a p t e r  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  
s y s t e m .  It is r e m a r k a b l e  t h a t  s u c h  c h a p t e r  is no t  inc lud ed  
in to  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  of m a n y  s t a t e s .

... A  n e w  a r t i c l e  is i n t r o d u c e d  in to  t h e  L a w  « O n  
e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  O l i y  M a j l i s  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  
U z b e k i s t a n » .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  it a pol it i cal  p a r t y  n o m i n a t e d  
h is  c a n d i d a t e  to  d e p u t y  h a s  t h e  r ig h t  t o  a p p o i n t  an  
a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f rom a m o n g  i ts  m e m b e r s  for 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in c o u n t i n g  of v o t e s  a t  po l l i ng  s t a t i o n s  a s  
wel l  a s  in c h e c k i n g  by t h e  C e n t r a l  E l ec t ion  C o m m i t t e e  
of c o r r e c t n e s s  of c o m p i l i n g  of s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t s .  I t  is 
def ined  t h a t  t h e  m i n u t e s  of po l l i ng  s t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  
s i g n e d  by  i ts  c h a i r m a n ,  d e p u t y  c h a i r m a n ,  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  

i t s  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  sha l l  be a n n o u n c e d  by  c h a i r m a n  or  
d e p u t y  c h a i r m a n ,  a n d  i ts  c o p y  sha l l  be  p o s t e d  in t h e  
p r e m i s e s  of  p o l l i n g  s t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  fo r  g e n e r a l  
f a m i l ia r iz a t io n  for a t e r m  of n o t  l es s  t h a n  4 8  h o u r s .  
C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e s e  n o r m s  will  a l lo w to  e n s u r e  e v e r  m o r e  
o b j e c t i v i t y  and  t r a n s p a r e n c y  of  e le c t i o n s .  T h e  r i g h t s  of
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p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n s  wi l l  b e  s t r o n g e r  
p r o t e c t e d .

M o r e o v e r ,  a m e n d m e n t s  w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  in to  t h e  
e lec t ion  leg is la t ion  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h ic h  pe r sons ,  appea led  
w i t h  c o m p l i a n c e  a b o u t  i n f r i n g e m e n t s  d u r i n g  e lec t io ns ,  
h a v e  t h e  r i gh t  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  d i rec t ly a t  i t s  cons idera t ion .  
T h i s  w i l l  a l s o  e n s u r e  e v e r  m o r e  o b j e c t i v i t y  a n d  
t r a n s p a r e n c y  of e le c t i o n s .

T h e  m e n t i o n e d  i n n o v a t i o n s  a n d  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  
C o n c e p t i o n  of t h e  C e n t r a l  E l e c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  on 
p re p a ra t i o n  a n d  ho ld in g  of e lec t ions ,  o t h e r  re p re se n ta t i v e  
b o d i e s  of  s t a t e  p o w e r  e n s u r e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  
u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  e l e c t i o n s ,  s e r v e  a s  a f a c t o r  of  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  publ ic  c o n t r o l  by  civil in s t i t u t i o n s . »

Shakhid  TASLEEM 
Doctor, Academy of S tudies 

of th e  C ountr ies  of the  T h ird  W orld
(In d ia )

«A na ly s i s  of t h e  legal  ba s i s  a n d  t h e  e l ec to ra l  s y s t e m  
of U z b e k i s t a n  c o n f i r m s  ava i lab i l i ty  of g u a r a n t e e s  for 
h o l d i n g  f ree  a n d  h o n e s t  e l e c t i o n s .  H o l d i n g  of  t r u e  
d e m o c r a t i c  e l e c t i o n s  a n d  a d e q u a t e ,  t r a n s p a r e n t  a n d  
in tegr a l  s y s t e m  of e le c t i o n s  p ro cess ,  indi ffe rence  and 
profess iona l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  of e lec t ion  bodies  w i t h  e q u a l  
a c c e s s  for c a n d i d a t e s  t o  m a s s  me dia ,  ef ficiency  of legal  
a n d  o t h e r  g u a r a n t e e s  for  p r o t e c t i o n  of su f f r a g e  a n d  
f r e e d o m s  of p a r t i c i p a n t s  of t h e  e le c t io n  c a m p a i g n  a re  
e n s u r e d .
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... V i e w s  a n d  t h o u g h t s  of U z b e k i s t a n  c i t i z e n s  h a v e  
s t r o n g l y  c h a n g e d ,  t h e i r  po li t i ca l  a n d  legal  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
ra i sed.  T h e  s o c i e t y  s t r u g g l e s  for  d e m o c r a t i c  id e a s  a n d  
v a lu e s .  A n d  it m a y  be  s e e n  in all p laces .

I c a n  r e l i a b l y  a s s e r t  t h a t  for  t h e  l a s t  18 y e a r s  
U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  r e a c h e d  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  in all s p h e r e s ,  
c r e a t e d  s t r o n g  b a s i s  for  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  n e w  e le c to r a l  
s y s t e m  a n d  f avo rab le  a t m o s p h e r e  for t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  L a w s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  o n  c o n d u c t i n g  
e l e c t i o n s  c o m p l e t e l y  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s t a n d a r d s  w h i c h  e n s u r e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r ig h t  of v o t e r s ,  
d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e s  a c c e p t e d  by t h e  wor ld  c o m m u n i t y .

A c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  le g is l a t io n  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  po l i t i cal  
p a r t i e s  e x p r e s s  p o l i t i c a l  wi l l  o f  d i f fe r e n t  l e v e l s  a n d  
g r o u p s  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n , a n d  a l so  t h e y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in 
f o r m a t i o n  of g o v e r n m e n t  t h r o u g h  th e i r  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  
e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

C r e a t i o n  of all n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  for a c t i v i t y  of 
o b s e r v e r s  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s  in 
U z b e k i s t a n  wil l  be  he ld  o n  t h e  b a s i s  of d e m o c r a t i c  
p r inc ip l es ,op en ly  and  f r ee ly , accord in g  to  th e  i n t e rna t i on a l  
n o r m s .

U z b e k i s t a n ,  u n d o u b t e d l y ,  is g o i n g  a l o n g  t h e  ro a d  of 
d e m o c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  
e c o n o m i c  r e f o r m s  m a y  be  o b s e r v e d  in t h e  g r o w i n g  
w e l l - b e in g  of t h e  people ,  e n s u r i n g  t h e i r  f r e e d o m s .

T h e  n e a r e s t  e l e c t i o n s  wil l  m e a n  a n e w  s t a g e  of 
d e m o c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  soc ia l  p r o g r e s s  a n d  d i a l o g u e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  civil so c i e ty .

A n d  a s  r e s u l t ,  t h e r e  will  be  d e b a t e s  on  i s s u e s  of 
soc ia l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  cont ro l  o v e r  ac t iv i t i es
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of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  will be  s t r e n g t h e n e d ,  a n d  ac t iv i t i es  
of pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  will  b e c o m e  m o r e  in t ens ive .»

Sug iu ra  KAZUTAKA 
Dean, H igher  School of Nagoya University

(Japan )

«The  p a r t y  c o m p e t i t i o n  is d e v e l o p i n g  in U z b e k i s t a n ,  
t h e  a c c u r a t e  in te r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  and  
soc ie ty  w a s  p u t  up  and ,  above  all, s t a t e  i tself  is in te res ted  
in a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  p o p u la t i o n  in soc ia l  and  
pol i t ical  p r o c e s s e s .

... A n o ta b l e  f e a tu r e  of th e  e le c t i o n  legis la t ion  of 
U z b e k i s t a n  is a s y s t e m  of s t a t e  and ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t ime ,  
jus t i f i ed  f i n a n c i n g  of a c t i v i t y  of po li t i ca l  p a r t i e s  an d  
c a n d i d a t e s  t o  d e p u t i e s  of t h e  p a r l i a m e n t .  In rea l i ty  it is 
«a p r o t e c t i v e  wall» of civil s o c i e t y  f rom i n t e r v e n t i o n  of 
di fferent  a m b i g u o u s  forces,  i n c lu d in g  c o m m e r c i a l  s p h e r e  
wh ic h  c a n  be u s e d  by  p a r t i e s  in m e r c e n a r y  co rp o ra t i v e  
in t e r e s t s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  in J a p a n ,  f rom t h e  mi dd le  of th e  
1990s p r iv a te  e n t e r p r i s e s  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
su b s id iz e  pol i t ical  p a r t ie s .  In rea l i ty  th i s  in f r e q u e n t l y  
v io la te s  lega l a s p e c t s  of e le c to ra l  s y s t e m .

... F or  t h e  y e a r s  of i n d e p e n d e n c e  U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  
i m p l e m e n t e d  pos i t iv e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  in all s p h e r e s  of 
life, including s t a te  and  public const ruc t ion,  an d  confidently 
is g o i n g  a l o n g  t h e  w a y  of d e m o c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .  For  
a s h o r t  t i m e  a n u m b e r  of c h a n g e s  t o o k  p lace ,  inc lud in g  

e l ec to ra l  s y s t e m  w h i c h  is m o r e  a n d  m o r e  im prov ing .
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H a v i n g  f a m i l i a r i z e d  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  of 

U z b e k is ta n ,  w e  m a y  m a k e  a  c on c lus ion  t h a t  it com p le te ly  

m e e t s  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  re f lec t s  t h e  n o r m s  

of  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of  t h e  R e p u b l i c  of U z b e k i s t a n .  

T h a n k s  t o  t h e  s t r o n g  legal  foundat i on ,  t h i s  y e a r  e le c t io ns  

a r e  t o  be  he ld  a t  a h i g h  level ,  o n  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  

l e g i s l a t i o n , a c c o r d i n g  t o  d e m o c r a t i c  p r inc ip le s .

E l e c t i o n s  a re  a n  i m p o r t a n t  pol i t ical  e v e n t  w h i c h  is 

of g r e a t  s ig n i f i c a n c e  for  d e e p e n i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  r e f o r m s  

in s t a t e  a n d  publ ic  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h o r o u g h  p r e p a r a t i o n  

for  is n e c e s s a r y ,  a n d  t h i s  w o r k  is b e i n g  car r ie d  o u t  in 

U z b e k i s t a n .  I t h i n k  t h a t  p e r s o n a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of e a c h  

v o t e r  in e l e c t i o n s  a n d  v o t i n g  for  a  c a n d i d a t e ,  h o l d i n g  of 

e l e c t i o n s  o n  a m u l t i - p a r t y  b a s i s  w i l l  t e s t i f y  t o  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  of t h e  s h a p e d  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m  of t h e  

c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n o r m s .

S p i r i t  of m a g n a n i m i t y ,  d e c e n c y  and  m u t u a l  r e s p e c t  

w h i c h  is i n h e r e n t  for t h e  U z b e k  people ,  p e a c e  a n d  w e l l 

b e i n g  in t h e  c o u n t r y  c a u s e  a  sa t i s f a c t i o n .  W e  t h i n k  

t h a t  pe ace fu l  life in t h e  c o u n t r y ,  c o n s e n t  a n d  u n i t y  of 

t h e  p eo p le  will  be  o n e  of a c h i e v e m e n t s  of e l e c t i o n s  in 

U z b e k i s t a n .  W e  a re  s u r e  t h a t  e le c t i o n s  in U z b e k i s t a n  

will  be  he ld on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  of publ ic i ty ,  

e q u a l i t y  a n d  d e m o c r a c y . »
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Eva-Maria HENCKEL
Executive P rogram  M anager, 

ABU Consult  Berlin GmbH 
(G erm any)

«The  s y s t e m  of t h e  e le c t io n  leg i s la t io n  of U z b e k i s t a n  
m e e t s  a l l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l aw o n  h u m a n  r igh ts .  T h e  s t a t e  g u a r a n t e e s  
r e a l i z a t i o n  of c i t i z e n s ’ suf f rage .  J u d i c ia l  p r o te c t i o n ,  t h e  
poss i b i l i ty  t o  app e a l  in t h e  c o u r t  a g a i n s t  il legal a c t i o n s  
of e le c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s ,  s t a t e  bo d ie s  a n d  officials a re  
e n s u r e d  t o  ev e r y b o d y .

... A p p r o p r i a t e  s t a n d a r d s  of e le c t i o n s  a r e  b e i n g  fully 
rea l ized  in U z b e k i s t a n  a s  well  a s  p ra c t i c e  of p r e p a r a t i o n  
a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  to  d e m o c r a t i c  e l ec t io ns .

I a l r e a d y  w o r k e d  ea r l ie r  in U z b e k i s t a n ,  a n d  it is a 
g r e a t  h o n o u r  for  m e  to  be p r e s e n t  h e r e  t o d a y  and  t o  se e  
h o w  U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  b e e n  d e v e l o p i n g  for s eve ra l  years .  
Y o u r  c o u n t r y  is g o i n g  fo rw ard  v e r y  q u i c k l y  on  t h e  w a y  
of i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  wor l d  c o m m u n i t y .  W e  s e e  t h a t  
by t h e  c u r r e n t  l eg i s la t io n  a s  well .

T h e  fact  t h a t  t h e  U z b e k  an d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r t s  
will w o r k  f u r t h e r  jo i n t ly  is also i m p o r t a n t .  I w o u ld  like 
t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  E u r o p e a n  e x p e r t s  c an  s t u d y  c e r t a in  
a c h i e v e m e n t s  of U z b e k i s t a n .

... I a m  co n v in c e d  t h a t  for s u c h  a s h o r t  period  y o u r  
c o u n t r y  h a s  i m p l e m e n t e d  a lot of po s i t iv e  f rom  th e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  of d e m o c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .

... T h e r e  a r e  pol it i cal  c o m p e t i t o r s  in t h e  R epub l ic  of 
U z b e k i s t a n  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in e l e c t i o n s  p r o c e s s  on 
e q u a l  t e r m s .  T h is  is t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  of 
h o l d i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  e le c t i o n s .  C i t i z e n s  of U z b e k i s t a n  
c a n  m a k e  a free choic e ,  dec ide  w h e t h e r  to  t a k e  p a r t  in
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e l e c t i o n s  o r  no t ,  a n d  all of t h i s  a r e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of 
r e a l i z a t i o n  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  h o l d i n g  
d e m o c r a t i c  e l ec t io ns .»

f
Yosuke SHAMOTO 

Teacher, Nagoya U niversity  
( Ja p a n )

« D e m o c r a t i c  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m  and  
i t s  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  a r e  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  five fac to rs :  g e n e r a l  e le c t i o n s ,  e q u a l  
e lec t ions ,  free e lec t ions ,  d i rect  e l ec t io ns  a n d  se c re t  bal lot .  
T h e  R epubl ic  of U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  all t h e s e  e l e m e n t s ,  a n d  
i t s  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m  is g e n u i n e  d e m o c r a t i c .

... D e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  r e f o r m s  in U z b e k i s t a n  go  a h e a d  
of  J a p a n  in s o m e  i s s u e s .  W o m e n  in o u r  p a r l i a m e n t  
m a k e  on ly  4 . 4 %  of t h e  g e n e r a l  n u m b e r  of  d e p u t i e s ,  
w h e r e a s  in U z b e k i s t a n  it m a k e s  1 8 % .  S i m i l a r  wor ld  
a v e r a g e  i n d i c a t o r  is 1 7 % .  U z b e k i s t a n  le g i s l a t i o n  of 
e l e c t i o n s  is m o r e  d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  access ib le . . .»

L au ra  G iuseppina MAJJY 
Professor, La S ap ienza  U nivers i ty  of Rome

( I ta ly )

« Q u a l i t a t i v e l y  h ig h  level  of t h e  e le c to r a l  s y s t e m  is 
typ ic a l  for  U z b e k i s t a n .  T h e  c o u n t r y  in e l e c t i o n s  g o e s  
a l o n g  t h e  road  of t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  in o t h e r  w o r d s ,  is on 
g r o w t h  road.
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I t h i n k  t h a t ,  f irst  of all, m a s s  m e d ia  s h o u ld  be free in 
a n y  d e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e .  M a s s  m e d i a  in U z b e k i s t a n  h a v e  
la rge ,  t h a n  ear l ier ,  pos s ib i l i t i es  to  e x p r e s s  t h o u g h t s  of 
t h e  pe op le .  I w a s  c o n v i n c e d  of t h a t  h a v i n g  b e e n  in 
U z b e k i s t a n  d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n s  to  b i c a m e r a l  p a r l i a m e n t ,  
a t t e n d e d  pr es ide nt i a l  e le c t i o n s  a s  in t e rna t io na l  obse rv er ,  
h a v i n g  b e e n  no t  on ly  in T a s h k e n t ,  b u t  a l so in d i s t r i c t s ,  
in m a k h a l l a s .

... I n c r e a s i n g  of d e p u t i e s ’ s e a t s  in p a r l i a m e n t  for 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  is a s o u n d  dec ision.

A s  for ecology,  it is a s e r io us  p roble m for th e  c o u n t r ie s  
of t h e  reg ion ,  i n c lu d in g  U z b e k i s t a n .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h i s  is 
o n e  of t h e  g lobal  p r o b l e m s .  C o o p e r a t i o n  in r e s o lv in g  
t h i s  i s s u e  s h o u ld  be  o b l i g a t o r y  in a n y  so c ie ty .  T h o u g h  
n o t  on ly  p a r t i e s  a n d  m o v e m e n t s ,  b u t  a l so  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  
s o c i e t y  a s  a w h o l e  s h o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e  in th i s  p ro cess .

... F u r t h e r  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bo die s  of p o w e r  is n o t e d  in U z b e k i s t a n .  
In m y  o p in io n ,  t o d a y  role of po l i t i cal  p a r t i e s ,  o t h e r  
i n s t i t u t e s  of civil s o c i e t y  and  m a s s  m e d ia  in s t r e n g 
t h e n i n g  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  of c i t i z e n s  is 
i n c r e a s i n g  in y o u r  c o u n t r y .

It is s i gn i f i can t  t h a t  d e s p i t e  of a s h o r t  h i s to r i ca l  
period  of s t a t e  s o v e re ig n ty ,  th e  a c c u r a t e  e lectora l  s y s t e m  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to  th e  un ive rsa l ly  r ecogn ize d  in te rna t i ona l  
a n d  lega l  s t a n d a r d s  w a s  c r e a t e d  in U z b e k i s t a n .

I k n o w  t h a t  in U z b e k i s t a n  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  poli t ical  
p a r t i e s  w i t h  c l e a r  p r o g r a m s  of a c t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
i n t e r e s t s  of o n e  o r  o t h e r  g r o u p s  of t h e  pop u la t i o n  of 
t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e r e  is a  real  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  p a r t ie s  
b a s e d  on  u p h o l d i n g  i n t e r e s t s  of t h a t  p a r t  of e l e c t o r a t e  
w h i c h  v o t e d  for t h e m  in e l ec t i ons .  O p p o s i t i o n  h a s  b e e n
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f or m ed,  a n u m b e r  of p r o j e c t s  a i m e d  a t  r a i s i n g  pol i t ical  
c u l t u r e  of c i t i z e n s  a r e  f u n c t i o n i n g  in p a r l i a m e n t .  T h e  
e le c to ra l  s y s t e m  m e e t s  t h e  leve l o f  soc ia l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
a nd  legal  c o m p e t e n c e  of t h e  popul a t ion .  T h u s  U z b e k i s t a n  
h a s  a n  i m m e n s e  p o t e n t i a l  for  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t .

It is n e c e s s a r y  to  no t ic e  t h a t  all c o n d i t io n s  for ac t iv i ty  
of local  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b s e r v e r s ,  in p a r t i c u l a r  to  
m o n i t o r  t h e  c o u r s e  of ba l lot ,  h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d  in y o u r  
c o u n t r y .

T h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  p a r l i a m e n t a ry  e le c t io ns  a re  a political 
p r o c e s s  w h i c h ,  u n d o u b t e d l y ,  will  be  he ld  in t h e  spi r i t  of 
o p e n n e s s  a n d  publ ic i ty ,  o n e  m o r e  p ro o f  of t h e  fact  t h a t  
U z b e k i s t a n  c o n f i d e n t ly  g o e s  a l o n g  t h e  w a y  of c o n s t 
ru c t i o n  a  d e m o c r a t i c ,  l egal  s t a t e . »

4

Evgeniy SLOBODA 
Responsible officer, CIS S ecre tar ia t

«All n e c e s s a r y  le g a l  a n d  t e c h n i c a l - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  for m o n i t o r i n g  p r e p a r a t i o n  of e le c t i o n s  and  
ba llot  h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d  in U z b e k i s t a n  for o b s e r v e r s ,  
in c l u d i n g  f ro m  poli t i ca l  pa r t ie s .

O f  5 6  O S C E  m e m b e r - c o u n t r i e s  2 6  o n e s  h a v e  no  
i n s t i t u t i o n  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b s e r v e r s  in t h e i r  na t i on a l  
l eg i s l a t i o n s .  So ,  on  t h e  a v e r a g e  e v e r y  fifth o b s e r v e r  
f rom t h e  O S C E  r e p r e s e n t s  P o la n d ,  w h e r e a s  th i s  c o u n t r y  
does  n o t  p e r m i t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b s e r v e r s  to  t a k e  p a r t  in 
t h e  e le c t i o n  c a m p a i g n  on  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .
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... A d o p t e d  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  E le c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  of 
t h e  R epubl ic  of U z b e k i s t a n  C o n c e p t i o n  on  p r e p a r a t i o n  
a n d  h o l d i n g  of  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  O l i y  M a j l i s ,  loca l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bod ie s  of s t a t e  p o w e r ,  a p p r o a c h e s  and  
p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  se t  fo r th in it sha l l  e n s u r e  h o ld in g  of 
f o r t h c o m i n g  e le c t i o n s  w i t h i n  s t r ic t  f r a m e w o r k  of th e  
a c t i n g  na t io na l  legislat ion ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  in te r fe rence  from 
o u t s i d e  to  e l e c t i o n s  p r o c e s s e s .  It is r e m a r k a b l e  t h a t  
a c c o r d i n g  to  t h i s  C o n c e p t i o n  g r a n t i n g  of a n y  pr iv i leges  
a n d  p r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a n y  p a r t i c i p a n t  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  
c a m p a i g n  is e x c lu de d .  It is n e c e s s a r y  for m a i n t e n a n c e  
of  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s ,  u s i n g  b y  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a n d  
c a n d i d a t e s  of civi l ized fo rm s  of pol it i cal  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  
c r e a t i o n  of w id e  a n d  e q u a l  p os s ib i l i t i e s  for  po li t i ca l  
p a r t i e s ,  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  d e p u t i e s  in u s i n g  m a s s - m e d i a  e tc .  
In o n e  w o r d ,  t h e  C o n c e p t i o n  u n d e r l i n e s  t h e  s t r ic t  will 
of t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t o  e n s u r e  or igina l ,  fair, o p e n  and  
t r a n s p a r e n t  d e m o c r a t i c  e lec t i ons . . .  »

Aykio MASANORI 
Director, C en ter  for Asian Law Exchange

(Ja p a n )

«The  law, w hic h  in t r oduced  a m e n d m e n t s  and addi t ions  

i n t o  c e r t a i n  le g i s la t iv e  a c t s  a n d  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of 

t h e  R e p u b l i c  of  U z b e k i s t a n ,  h a s  b e c o m e  a n o t h e r  

i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  on t h e  w a y  of c o n s e c u t i v e  l ibera l iza t ion  

a n d  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of t h e  e le c t io n  leg is la t ion  of t h e
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c o u n t r y .  T h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  in 

p a r l i a m e n t  is e x t e n d i n g .

T h e  n e w  i n s t i t u t e  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  

le g i s la t io n  —  q u o t a s  for d e p u t i e s ’ s e a t s  for  e c o lo g is t s .  I 
c o n s i d e r  it is r i g h t .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a g e  i s s u e s  of 

p r e s e r v a t i o n  of e n v i r o n m e n t ,  s t r u g g l e  for  i m p r o v e m e n t  

of eco log ica l  c o n d i t io n s ,  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ’s 

h e a l t h  a r e  e x c l u s i v e l y  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  h a v e  a n a t i o n 

w i d e  c h a r a c t e r . »

V aidotas  VAYCHAYTIS 
Professor, Law fD ep a rtm en t  of V iln ius U nivers ity

(L i th u a n ia )

«T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  R e p u b l i c  of U z b e k i s t a n  

fo r e s e e s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p r i n c i p l e s  —  un iv e r sa l ,  

d i r e c t ,  e q u a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  a n d  e v e r y o n e  h a s  o n e  vo ic e ,  

e l e c t i o n s  a r e  he ld  on a r e g u l a r  basi s .

T h e  m a i n  t h i n g  is all t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  of d e m o c r a t i c  

e l e c t i o n s  h a v e  t o  be  appl ied .  It is g o o d  t h a t  t h e y  a re  

re f l ec ted  in t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  R epub l i c  of U z b e 

k is ta n .  It is p l e a s a n t ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  E l e c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  

( C E C )  is a c t i n g  a n d  t h i s  bod y  h a s  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

s t a t u s .  T h u s  v a r i o u s  po li t i ca l  p a r t i e s  wil l  n o t  eas i ly  

in f lu ence  e le c t i o n s .  By  t h e  w a y ,  n o t  all c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  

C E C s . . .»
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II. INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
«ELECTIONS AND ISSUES OF DEVELOPM ENT 

OF M ODERN PARLIAMENTARISM: 
EX PERIEN CE OF UZBEKISTAN »

(July 1—2, 2009 Tashkent)
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D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m o d e r n  p a r l i a m e n t a r i s m  in 
U z b e k i s t a n  is o n e  of t h e  k e y  d i r e c t i o n s  of  t h e  s t a t e  
pol icy on  f u r t h e r  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of 
t h e  c o u n t r y .  R e f o r m s  in t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  sp h e r e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p e r f e c t io n  of t h e  e l e c to r a l  s y s t e m ,  a re  
rea l ized  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f e a t u r e s  of 
p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e l e c t o r a l  
s t a n d a r d s  on  t h e  b a s i s  of s e l f -e xp e r i en ce ,  t h e  r ic he s t  
hi s tor ical  a n d  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,  v a l u e s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s  of 
th e  U zb ek  na t ion .  A s  a resu l t  of s u c h  a c o m p l e x  app roach ,  
t h e  s y s t e m  of f o r m a t i o n  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b o d i e s  of 
p o w e r  in th e  c o u n t r y  by  a n u m b e r  of p a r a m e t e r s  does  
no t  on ly  c o n c e d e ,  b u t  a l so  s u r p a s s e s  s im i l a r  s y s t e m s  of 
th e  c o u n t r i e s  to  b e  c o n s id e re d  deve lo p e d  a n d  d e m o c r a t i c .  
T h e  a c t iv i ty  of t h e  fo r m e d  b i c a m e r a l  p a r l i a m e n t  by  t h e  
re su l t  of 2 0 0 4  c le a r ly  c o n f i r m s  t h i s  fact .

O n  J u l y  1— 2 of 2 0 0 9  in T a s h k e n t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C o n f e r e n c e  « E l e c t i o n s  a n d  i s s u e s  of d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
m o d e r n  p a r l i a m e n t a r i s m :  e x p e r i e n c e  of U z b e k i s t a n »  
w a s  he ld .  It h a s  b e c o m e  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  p l a t f o r m  for 
e x c h a n g e  of  o p i n i o n s  b e t w e e n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
d o m e s t i c  a n d  fo re ig n  r e s e a r c h  a n d  e x p e r t - a n a l y t i c a l  
c i r c l e s  c o n c e r n i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m o d e r n  p a r l i a 
m e n t a r i s m ,  a s  well  a s  for p r e s e n t a t i o n  of U z b e k i s t a n
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a c h i e v e m e n t s  in  b e c o m i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s y s t e m ,  t h e  e l ec t io n  leg isla t ion.

T h e  C e n t r a l  E le c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  R epub l ic  of 
U z b e k i s t a n ,  I n s t i t u t e  for  Civil  S o c i e t y  S t u d i e s ,  I n s t i t u t e  
of S t r a t e g i c  a n d  I n t e r r e g i o n a l  R e s e a r c h e s  u n d e r  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  R epub l i c  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  A c a d e m y  of 
S t a t e  a n d  Soc i a l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of 
t h e  R epub l i c  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  Office of O S C E  P ro je c t  
C o o r d i n a t o r  i n  U z b e k i s t a n  a n d  t h e  r e g i o n a l  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Off ice  of F.  E b e r t ' s  F u n d  in C e n t r a l  
A s i a  ( G e r m a n y )  p e r f o r m e d  a s  o r g a n i z e r s  of  t h e  
C o n f e r e n c e .

M o r e  t h a n  2 0  e x p e r t s  a n d  a n a l y s t s  f rom B e lg iu m ,  
G e r m a n y ,  India,  C h in a ,  M a l a y s i a ,  R epu bl i c  of Korea ,  
S i n g a p o r e ,  U S A ,  U k r a i n e ,  F r a n c e ,  c o u n t r i e s  of C e n t r a l  
Asia ,  J a p a n  an d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  c o rp s  
in T a s h k e n t  a n d  a n u m b e r  of i n te r n a t io n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  work .

E x p e r i e n c e  of U z b e k i s t a n  in d e e p e n i n g  public  and  
p o l i t i c a l  r e f o r m s  in t h e  c o n t e x t  of r e a l i z a t i o n  of 
d e m o c r a t i c  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s ,  i . e .  r e f o r m s  in t h e  
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s y s t e m s ,  
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  role of po l i t ica l  p a r t i e s  in d e m o c r a t i c  
r e n e w a l  of t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of i n s t i t u t e s  
of civil s o c i e t y  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  C on fe re n c e .

D u r i n g  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  e x p r e s s e d  
t h e  fo l lowin g  bas ic  provis ions :

F i r s t .  D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  of  i n d e p e n d e n c e  in 
U z b e k i s t a n  a m o d e r n  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s y s t e m  h a s  b e e n  
c r e a t e d  a s  a resul t  of s y s te m a t i c ,  consec ut iv e ,  in te r re la ted  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  in t h e  s p h e r e  of  s t a t e  a n d  s o c i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  N o w a d a y s  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n
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in f l u e n c e s  a c t iv e ly  p r e p a r a t i o n  and  re a l i z a t i o n  of s t a t e  
de c is io n s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  of pol i t ical  a n d  lega l  c u l t u r e  of 
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a c t i v i t y  of d i ffe ren t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of civil 
so c i e ty .  O n e  m a y  o b s e r v e  t h e  a n a l o g o u s  a c t i v e  w o r k  
of pol it i cal  p a r t i e s  in p a r l i a m e n t  a n d  local  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
bo d ie s  of  p o w e r .

S e c o n d .  In U z b e k i s t a n  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  of 
i n d e p e n d e n c e  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  p r o c l a i m e d  i n  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  s u p r e m a c y  of  l a w ,  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  role and  inf lu ence  of t h e  le g is la t iv e  
b r a n c h  of p o w e r  h a v e  been  def ined a s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
t a r g e t  of f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  
s t a t e h o o d  a n d  g o v e r n a n c e .  In t h e  c o u r s e  of  i t s  s o l v i n g  
t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s y s t e m  is c o n s t a n t l y  p e r f e c t i n g .  
A m e n d m e n t s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  m a d e  a t  t h e  in i t i a t iv e  of 
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  U z b e k i s t a n  in t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  on  
e l e c t i o n s  r a i s e d  t h e  p r o c e s s  of l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  
e le c to r a l  s y s t e m  t o  a  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  n e w  level .  N o w a d a y s  
t h e  e l e c t i o n  le g i s l a t io n  of o u r  c o u n t r y  c o r r e s p o n d s  to 
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  in t h e  s p h e r e  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  
an d  r e a l i z a t i o n  of d e m o c r a t i c  e lec t io ns .

Third. In t h e  R epu bl ic  of U z b e k i s t a n  t h e  a c t i v i t y  
of th e  Le gi s l a t iv e  C h a m b e r  of t h e  Ol iy M a j l i s  f u n c t io n in g  
on  p ro fe s s iona l  b a s i s  is e n s u r e d ,  i ts  p o w e r s  a n d  r i g h t s  
a r e  e x p a n d e d .  Q u a l i t y  of l a w - m a k i n g  h a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  
i m p ro v e d .  T h e  w o r k  of t h e  S e n a t e ,  m e m b e r s  of  w h i c h  
a r e  e l e c t e d  f r o m  m e m b e r s h i p  of d e p u t i e s  of  loca l ,  
K e n g h a s h e s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n s ,  
e n s u r e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of s t a t e  a n d  r e g i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  
wh i l e  a p p r o v i n g  d e c i s io n s  of i m p o r t a n t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  for 
d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  c o u n t r y .
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Fourth . All c o n d i t i o n s  f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in e le c t i o n s  
of  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b o d i e s  of  p o w e r ,  i . e .  s t a t e  
g o v e r n a n c e  h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d  for  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  bodies  
of c i t i z e n s  w h i c h  in U z b e k i s t a n  a r e  o n e  of t h e  m a j o r  
i n s t i t u t e s  of civil  s o c i e t y .  All it h a s  b e c o m e  a s t r o n g  
b a s i s  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  s c a l e s  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  in pu b l i c  a n d  pol i t i ca l  life.

F i f t h .  R e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  L a w  a d o p te d  
on t h e  in i t i a t ive  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  I s la m  K ar im o v  «On 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  role of pol it ical  p a r t ie s  in t h e  r en ew a l  
a n d  f u r t h e r  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n a n c e  
a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  c o u n t r y »  i m p a c t e d  on  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of p lu ra l i sm ,  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  poli t ical  
p a r t i e s ,  t h e i r  fa c t i o n s  in t h e  p a r l i a m e n t .  T h e  leg is lat ive  
ba s i s  of p a r t i e s  h a s  b e e n  c r e a te d ,  and  t h e  pa r t i e s  b e c o m e  
t h e  e f f e c t i v e  f o r c e s  of t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s ,  t h e  a c t i v e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  of f o r m a t i o n  of bod ie s  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
a n d  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h e s  of powe r .

S ix t h .  T h e  r e l i a b l e  s y s t e m  of g u a r a n t e e s  for  
r e a l i z a t i o n  of  c i t i z e n s ’ s u f f r a g e s ,  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l - l e g a l  a n d  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  for  free,  
ac t ive  pa r t ic ip a t i o n  of th e  popula t ion  and  political par t ies  
in e le c t i o n  p r o c e s s  is c r e a t e d  in U z b e k i s t a n .  P r e p a r a t i o n  
a n d  h o ld in g  of e le c t i o n s  to  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bodies  
of p o w e r  on  t h e  b a s i s  of p r i n c i p l e s  of p u b l i c i t y , h o n e s t y  
a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y  a r e  e n s u r e d  b y  t h e  c o m p l e t e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  s y s t e m  of e le c t io n  c o m m i t t e e s  a t  t h e  head  
of i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a c t i n g  body  of t h e  C e n t r a l  E l ec t io n  
C o m m i t t e e .  This  is im p a c te d  al so by C o n c e p t io n  acce p ted  
by  t h e  C e n t r a l  E l e c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  on  p r e p a r a t i o n  and  
h o ld in g  of e le c t i o n s  to  t h e  Oliy M a j l i s  of t h e  Repu bl ic
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of U z b e k i s t a n ,  reg iona l ,  d i s t r ic t  a n d  c i ty  K e n g h a s h e s  of 

P e o p l e ’s D e p u t i e s .
Seventh. The  universal  mode l  of dem o cracy ,  inc luding  

f o r m a t i o n  of p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s y s t e m ,  d o e s  n o t  ex is t .  E a c h  

c o u n t r y  h a s  t h e  r ig h t  t o  u s e  t h o s e  d e m o c r a t i c  to o l s  

w hich  fully reflect  fe a t u re s  of i ts  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  or iginal ity,  

h i s t or ica l  and  n a t i o n a l  t r a d i t i o n s ,  a n d  a l s o  leve l of legal  

a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e i r  so c i a l  

a c t i v e n e s s .  U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  

of  d e m o c r a t i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  f o r m a t i o n  a n d  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of m o d e r n  p a r l i a m e n t a r i s m ,  p e r f e c t i o n  of 

t h e  e le c t io n  leg is la t ion  a n d  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m ,  h o l d i n g  

of free a n d  o p e n  e l e c t i o n s  w h i c h  m a y  be  of p r a c t i c a l  

v a l u e  for m a n y  c o u n t r i e s .
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FROM  REPO R TS AND SPEECH S 
OF FO REIGN PARTICIPANTS OF THE 

CO NFERENCE

R ichard  GLAUB 
R epresen tative  of the  National 

Dem ocratic  In s t i tu te  
(USA)

« B e in g  in U z b e k i s t a n ,  I o b s e r v e d  s u c c e s s f u l  s t e p s  on 

t h e  w a y  of s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  role of pol i t ical  par t i es  

an d  p a r l i a m e n t  in t h e  c o u n t r y .  W e  a l so  w e r e  w i t n e s s e s  

of r e a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  on  pol i t i ca l  p a r t ie s ,  

in c lu d in g  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  n e w  c o n d i t i o n s  for  t h e  w o r k  

of fac t ion  in t h e  P a r l i a m e n t .  I s a w  c r e a t i o n  of b ic am era l  

P a r l i a m e n t .  All t h i s  is t h e  p r o g r e s s  in d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

d e m o c r a c y  le a d i n g  to  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of t h e  t w o  m o s t  

d e m o c ra t ic  ins t i tu t i ons  —  political par t ies  and  parl iament .

... W e  a re  v e ry  insp i red  by  t h a t  fac t  t h a t  U z b e k i s t a n  

p a y s  to o  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  to  i t s polit ical part ies ,  increas ing  

t h e  role of th e  P a r l i a m e n t  in t h e  life of s o c i e t y  an d  

r e f o r m i n g  j u d i c i a l  l a w .  W e  all s h o u l d  s u p p o r t  a n d  

e n c o u r a g e  t h i s  t e s t i m o n y  of u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  n e e d s  

of c i t i z e n s  of U z b e k i s t a n  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  possibi l i t ies  

of t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  for  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  i s s u e s  of c a r e  on 

sa t i s f a c t i o n  of t h e s e  n e e d s  in to  t h e  po li t i ca l  s ide of th e  

soc ie ty.»
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Ajay K um ar PATNAIK 
D irec tor, Russian  a n d  C en tra l  

Asian S tud ies  P ro g ra m  of the  School of J. N ehru  
In te rn a t io n a l  S tudies U nivers ity

( In d ia )

«I t is v e r y  . . c o m p l i c a t e d  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  I n d i a n  
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s y s t e m  w i t h  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s y s t e m  
of U z b e k i s t a n ;  t h e r e  a r e  a  lot  of d if fe rences .  In Ind ia  
n u m e r o u s  po l i t i ca l  p a r t i e s  c o m p e t e  for  s e a t s  in t h e  
p a r l i a m e n t .  T h e  a n a l o g o u s  b a t t l e  e x i s t s  in U z b e k i s t a n  
e le c t i o n s .

... T h e  fact ,  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  e l e c t i o n s  
in 2 0 0 4  a l m o s t  in t h e  ha l f  o f  s i n g l e - m a n d a t o r y  e le c to ra l  
d i s t r i c t s  ( in  5 8  of 1 2 0 )  t h e r e  w a s  he ld  t h e  s e c o n d  
r o u n d  of e l e c t i o n s ,  t e s t i f i e s  t o  a  s e r i o u s  c o m p e t i t i o n  
b e t w e e n  poli t i ca l  fo rc e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in e l e c t io n s ,  a n d  
t h e r e  w e r e  no o b s t a c l e s  for  th i s .  U z b e k i s t a n  d e m o c r a c y  
b e g a n  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t o  «m ul t i - p a r ty » ,  c o n s e n s u a l  m o d e l .

... A t  p r e s e n t  in t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  (in t h e  lower  c h a m b e r )  
of U z b e k i s t a n  t h e r e  is a fair  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  p a r l i a m e n 
t a r y  m a j o r i t y  a n d  m i n o r i t y  —  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  o p p o s i t i o n  
w h i c h  he lp s  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  pol i t ical  c o m p e t i t i o n  in t h e  
c o u r s e  of l a w - m a k i n g  ac t iv i ty .

... F o r m a t i o n  of t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  fac t i ons  of p a r t i e s  
h a s  m a r k e d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t r u e  c o m p e t i t i o n  in t h e  
le g is la t iv e  body ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c o m p e t i t i o n  n o t  on ly  
in l a w - m a k i n g ,  b u t  in e l a b o r a t i o n  of i m p o r t a n t  d e c is io n s  
a s  well  d i re c t e d  t o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of pol it ical  a n d  s o c io 
e c o n o m i c  re fo rms .

... A n  i m p o r t a n t  s t a g e  in s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  le g is 
la t iv e  ba s i s  of d e m o c r a t i c  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  w a s  a d o p t i o n  
of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  L a w  « O n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  role
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of po li t ical  p a r t i e s  in t h e  r e n e w a l  a n d  f u r t h e r  d e m o 
c r a t i z a t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n a n c e  and  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y »  a n d  t h e  L a w  « O n  i n t r o d u c i n g  
a m e n d m e n t s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  into c e r t a i n  a r t i c l e s  of t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  R epub l i c  of U z b e k i s t a n »  t h a t  a re  
d i r e c t e d  t o  f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s i n g  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v e n e s s ,  ini t i a t ive ,  r e sp ons ib i l i t y  of poli t ical  par t ie s ,  
e x p a n s i o n  of pos s ib i l i t i es  of t h e i r  in f luence ,  rea l iza t ion  
of r e f o r m s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  of po l i t i cal ,  e c o n o m i c  and  
h u m a n i t a r i a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e s e  l a w s  c r e a t e  co nd i t i ons  
for a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of p a r t i e s  in fo r m a t i o n  of bodies  
of t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h e s  of pow er ,  
r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  in te rn a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  s t a t e  policy.»

Chan BIN 
Editor-in-Chief, 

«RStudies of Russia, Easte rn  Europe 
a n d  C en tra l  Asia» m agazine  

(C h ina)

«E v er y  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  e le c t io n  in U z b e k i s t a n  s ignif ies 
t h a t  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  in t h i s  s t a t e  is d e e p l y  dev e lopi ng ,  
a n d  i ts  pol i t i ca l  s y s t e m  is c o n s t a n t l y  deve lop ing .

... C r e a t i o n  of  b i c a m e r a l  p a r l i a m e n t  is t h e  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  t o w a r d s  i t s  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  a n d  
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n .  I t  a l l o w s  t o  i n c r e a s e  c a p a b i l i t y  of 
d e p u t i e s  a n d  e f f e c t i v en e s s  of t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  ac t ivi ty .

... F o r m a t i o n  o f  b i c a m e r a l  p a r l i a m e n t  h a s  
s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of po l i t i ca l  p a r t i e s  a n d  a s  
w e l l  b e c a m e  a r e f l e c t i o n  of  s u c c e s s f u l  r e f o r m s  
i m p l e m e n t e d  s t e p - b y - s t e p  in al l  s p h e r e s  of life in 
U z b e k i s t a n .
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... T h e  m u l t i - p a r t y  s y s t e m  s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  b a s i s  of 
t h e  p o l i c y  of  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  in  U z b e k i s t a n .  T h e  
le g is la t i v e  a c t s  w e r e  a d o p t e d  in t h e  c o u n t r y  r e l a t e d  to  
c r e a t i o n  of t h e  m u l t i -pa r ty  par l iament .  All poli t ical  pa r t i e s  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  a c t i v e l y  in t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  e l e c t i o n s ,  
a c c o m p l i s h i n g  s t e p - b y - s t e p  a n  e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r n a l  
r e f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  r e f l e c t s  t h e  d e m o c r a c y  of  t h e  
p a r l i a m e n t  a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e g is la t iv e  body .

... R e f e r e n d u m s  he ld  on  t h e  i s s u e s  of f o r m a t i o n  of 
t h e  b i c a m e r a l  p a r l i a m e n t  a n d  e l e c t i o n s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  
h ig h  a c t i v e n e s s  of v o t e r s ,  m o s t  of t h e m  s u p p o r t  t h e  
a c t i n g  pol i t ica l  a n d  socia l  s y s t e m s  a n d  c o u r s e  c o n d u c t e d  
by  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of U z b e k i s t a n .

... T h e  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m  of U z b e k i s t a n  m e e t s  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  p r e v i o u s  e l e c t i o n s  w e r e  
he ld in a cco rda nc e  wi th  de m ocra t i c  p r inc ip les  of publici ty,  
j u s t i c e  a n d  o p e n n e s s .  T h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s  a s  
wel l  wil l  p r o m o t e  p o l i t i c a l - econom ic  a n d  soc i a l  d e v e 
l o p m e n t  of t h e  co u n t r y .»

Siivi d IZARY 
E ditor- in-C hief ,  

«Les milieux des Empires» 
E lectron ic  E d ition  

(F ra n c e )

« R e fo rm s  in t h e  field of t h e  e le c t io n  leg is la t io n  of 
U z b e k i s t a n  a n d  n e w  in i t i a t ives  in t h i s  s p h e r e  b e c a m e  
rea l  t h a n k s  to  p ros pe r i ty  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  s a f e ty  a n d  we l l 
b e i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t  of c i t i zens  w h ic h  a re  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  
t a r g e t s  in ac t i v i t y  of U z b e k i s t a n  pa r l iament . . .»
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FROM  FOREIGN PARTICIPAN TS’ INTERVIEW S 
MADE AT TH E CONFERENCE 

TO TH E NATIONAL INFORM ATION AGENCY 
OF UZBEKISTAN —  UZA

Ish tvan  VENCZEL 
Coord inato r ,  OSCE Projects 

C oord inato r  Office 
in Uzbekistan

«The  f o r t h c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s  in U z b e k i s t a n  is t h e  
n e x t  p h a s e  in d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  s t a t e  and  
s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e  p r e s e n t  C o n f e r e n c e  g a v e  
po ss ib i l i ty  to  c o n s i d e r  i s s u e s  of d e v e l o p m e n t  of pol i t ical  
c u l t u r e ,  c i t i z e n ’s p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in po l i t ica l  a n d  soc ia l  
a c t i v i t y ,  e x c h a n g e  of e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  o p i n i o n s  on 
p e r s p e c t i v e s  of d e v e l o p m e n t  of n e w  d em o crac ie s .»

Li Yung YUNG 
Senior researcher, In s t i tu te  of Political 
S tud ies  u n d e r  the  N ational University

(S ingapore)

«The  p a r l i a m e n t  s y s t e m  in U z b e k i s t a n  is d e v e lo p in g  
e n o u g h  r a p i d l y .  O r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C o n f e r e n c e  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  w i t h  e x p e r t s  f rom dif ferent  
s t a t e s  m a k e s  it c le a r  t h e  s e r io u s  a t t i t u d e  of y o u r  c o u n t r y  
t o  fo r m a t i o n  of t h e  m o d e r n  p a r l i a m e n t  s y s t e m .

I t r i e d  to  g e t  m u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  poss i b le  f rom 
d i f fe ren t  s o u r c e s  befo re  m y  j o u r n e y  t o  U z b e k i s t a n ,  and
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I c a n  s a y  t h a t  y o u r  c o u n t r y  h a s  a c h i e v e d  m a n y  s u c c e s s  
for  o w n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  A p p r o p r i a t e  m e a s u r e s  on  l ibera

l iza t ion  a n d  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i e t y  will  a s s i s t  

t h e  p r o g r e s s  a n d  r a i s i n g  of t h e  l iv ing  s t a n d a r d  of t h e  

people .  E n s u r i n g  soc ia l  a n d  pol i t ica l  s t ab i l i t y  e v e r  m o r e  

r a i s e s  t h e  e f f ic iency of r e f o r m s  a n d  a s s u r a n c e  of c i t i z en s  

in t h e  d a y  of t o m o r r o w . »

Sylvi d IZARY 
Editor-in-Chief, 

«Les m ilieux des Empires» 
electronic  ed ition  

(F rance )

«Thes is ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  p a r l i a m e n t  s e r v e s  civil soc ie ty ,  

c o n f i r m s  t h e  c o n s e c u t i v e  r e f o r m s  r e a l i z i n g  in y o u r  

c o u n t r y .

T h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  h i g h ly  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  

a c t i v i t y  of t h e  p r e s e n t  P a r l i a m e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n .  A 

n u m b e r  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d o c u m e n t s  w e r e  rat i f ied,  t h e  

n e w  l a w s  w e r e  a d o p t e d ,  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  is pa id  to  

p e r f e c t i o n  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k s  t o  t h e  

a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  eff ic ient  jud ic ia l  m e c h a n i s m  w a s  

c r e a t e d  in t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  it g u a r a n t e e s  p r o t e c t i o n  of 

r i g h t s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s  of c i t i z ens .

T h e s e  l a w s  b e i n g  i m p l e m e n t e d  in overa l l  g iv e  t h e  
k e y  t o  s u c c e s s ,  p rovide  po l i t ica l  d iv e r s i ty ,  p lu r a l i s m  of 

o p i n i o n s .  P o l i t i c s  a n d  e c o n o m i c s  a r e  i n t e r r e l a t e d  In
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t h i s  i s s u e s  t h e  An t i -c r i s i s  p r o g r a m  g iv en  in t h e  bo ok  

of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  I s l am K a r i m o v  «The  g loba l  f inancial-  

e c o n o m i c  c risis:  w a y s  a n d  m e a s u r e s  to  o v e r c o m e  it in 

t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of U z b e k i s t a n »  m a y  b e c o m e  a n  e x a m p l e  

for  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .»

Hoe JONG-HA 
Form er d e p u t y ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Assembly 

( R e p u b l i c  of Korea)

U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  a g o o d  p a r l i a m e n t  s y s t e m .  Dif fe rent  

p a r l i a m e n t  s y s t e m s  func t ion  in t h e  wor ld ,  b u t  t h e r e  

e x i s t  t h e  g e n e r a l  t e n d e n c i e s  of d e m o c r a c y  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

C i t i z e n s  m u s t  k n o w  w h a t  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y  is, 

m u s t  l ea rn  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  each  o t h e r  and  re spec t  a n o t h e r  

o p i n i o n .  T h e  i m p o r t a n t  c o n d i t i o n s  for  p r e s e r v a t i o n  

c o n s e n t  in t h e  s o c i e t y  a r e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  n o rm a l  

leve l of l iv ing  s t a n d a r d  of t h e  people .  I c o n s i d e r  c o r r e c t  

t h a t  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  is paid for t h i s  in U z b e k i s t a n .  T h e  

a l t e r a t i o n s  in t h e  e le c t io n  legis la t ion,  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  and  

e le c to r a l  s y s t e m s  of t h e  c o u n t r y  te s t i fy  to  a s p i r a t io n  

for d e v e l o p m e n t .  Avai labi l i ty  of di fferen t  poli t ical  g r o u p s  

a l lo ws  t h e  people  to  m a k e  the i r  free choice .  Y o u r  co u n t r y  

h a s  a v e ry  s t r o n g  leader,and I th ink  u n d e r s u c h  lea de rsh ip  

U z b e k i s t a n  will  f u r t h e r  rea l ize  r e f o r m s  i n c lu d in g  th e  

s p h e r e  of p a r l i a m e n t a r i s m . »
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H endric  LAKNER 
R epresentative of H a m b u rg  

A dm in is tra tive  C ourt 
(G erm any)

«In  m y  o p i n i o n ,  t h e r e  in U z b e k i s t a n  e x i s t s  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  for  p r o g r e s s .  It is i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  p l u r a l i s m  of 

po li t ical  p a r t i e s '  o p in io n s  is e n s u r e d  in t h e  P a r l i a m e n t .  

I n t e r e s t  o f  p a r t i e s  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n  

in m u t u a l  e x c h a n g i n g  of e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  

is a po s i t i v e  fac tor ,  w h i c h  is co n f i r m e d  by t h e  p r e s e n t  

C o n f e r e n c e .  U z b e k i s t a n  g o v e r n m e n t  e n s u r e s  po li t i ca l  

p a r t i e s  e q u a l  f i n a n c i n g  and  o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  

e le c t i o n  c a m p a i g n . »

Ajay K um ar PATNAIK 
Director, Russian  an d  C en tra l  Asian 

S tud ies  P rogram  of School of 
In te rn a t io n a l  S tud ies  of J. Nehru U nivers ity

( In d ia )

«I w a s  in U z b e k i s t a n  t w o  y e a r s  ago ,  a n d  I h a v e  v e r y  

po s i t iv e  i m p r e s s i o n s  of t h e  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  t a k e  p l ace  

in t h e  c o u n t r y .  P a s s i n g  m u c h  a u t h o r i t y  to  t h e  p a r l i am en t  

is t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  of d e m o c r a c y .  A n d  w e  s e e  it in 

U z b e k i s t a n .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  p o s s e s  m u c h  

m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a c t i v i t y  of po li t i ca l  p a r t i e s  a n d  

t h e i r  f a c t i o n s  in t h e  p a r l i a m e n t .  T h i s  fac t  s a y s  t h a t
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d u r i n g  e le c t i o n s  t h e r e  will  be  la rge  c o m p e t i t i o n .  A m o n g  

t h e  s i gn i f ic an t  c h a n g e s  is p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in e l e c t i o n s  of 

on ly  pol i t ical  p a r t i e s .  B e s i d e s  it sh o u ld  be m e n t i o n e d  of 

a n e w  n o r m  —  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of Ecologica l  M o v e m e n t  

in t h e  w o r k  of t h e  p a r l i a m e n t .  W e  a l so  t r y  t o  ob ta in  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of soc i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  d e f i n i n g  f ixed 

q u o t a  for  w o m e n  in t h e  Ind ian  P a r l i a m e n t .

A f te r  g a i n i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e  U z b e k i s t a n  p u t s  sp ec ia l  

e m p h a s i s  on  d e v e l o p m e n t  of civil s o c i e t y  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

U z b e k  l e a d e r s h i p  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d  

m e a n i n g  of a m u l t i - p a r t y  s y s t e m  e n c o u r a g e s  fo rm a t i o n  

of po l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  s u p p o r t i n g  s t a b l e  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  U z b e k i s t a n  u n d e r t o o k  a n u m b e r  of s t e p s  

a s  wel l  w i t h  a v i e w  of s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  le g is la t iv e  

b a s i s  of m u l t i - p a r t y  s y s t e m .

N o ta b le  a r e  th e  n e w  ru l es  a c c o r d in g  to  w h ic h  polit ical 

p a r t i e s  of U z b e k i s t a n  a r e  g r a n t e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  in t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  an d  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  in U z b e k i s t a n .  

C r e a t i o n  of l ega l b a s e s  for  e ffect ive publ ic  c o n t r o l  by 

po l i t i cal  p a r t i e s  o v e r  t h e  a c t i v i ty  of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

a n d  local bodi es  of p o w e r  faci l i ta te s t r e n g t h e n i n g  th e i r  

r o l e  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  s e n s e  in t h e  p u b l i c  life.  T h e s e  

o r g a n iz a t i o n a l - l eg a l  c h a n g e s  a l low pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  to 

c le a r ly  f o r m u l a t e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e i r  v o t e r s  a n d  rea l ize  

t h e i r  po li t i ca l  p r o g r a m s .

Po l i t i ca l  p a r t i e s  a re  t h e  m e a n s  t h a t  a s s i s t  t h e  people  

t o  t a k e  p a r t  in a d o p t i o n  of dec is ion s ,  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  

t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ,  o p in io n s  e tc .
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U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  c h o s e n  i ts  w a y  of d e m o c r a c y .  T h e r e  

is no  s ing le ,  c o m p l e t e  m ode l  of d e m o c r a c y .  E a c h  s o c i e t y  

sh o u ld  c h o o s e  i t s  w a y  t o  d e m o c r a c y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

a c t i n g  soc io-pol i t i ca l  r ea l i t y  a n d  o w n  p e r c e p t i o n .

U z b e k i s t a n  .w i th  e a c h  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  e l e c t i o n s  is 

a c h i e v i n g  p r o g r e s s  o n  t h e  w a y  t o  m u l t i - p a r t y  

d e m o c r a c y .  B a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  b r a n c h e s  of 

p o w e r  is e v e r  m o r e  rais ing.  In i m p o r t a n t  i s sue s ,  inc lud in g  

a p p o i n t m e n t  to  s t a t e  p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  p o w e r  

t a k e s  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o p i n i o n s  of t h e  p a r l i a m e n t .  

T h e  l e g i s la t i v e  b o d y  e f f e c t i v e ly  c o n s i d e r s  m i n o r i t y  of 

o p i n i o n s  a s  wel l .»

Sergey TOLSTOV 
Lead ing  resea rcher ,  In s t i tu te  of W orld  Economy 

a n d  In te rn a t io n a l  R ela tions  
of the  N ationa l Academy of Sciences

(U k ra in e )

«The c o u r s e  of d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s  on  t h e  fo rm e r  

S o v ie t  a r e a  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  in t h e  c o u n t r y .  

E a c h  c o u n t r y  h a s  i t s  o w n  w a y  t o  d e m o c r a c y ,  s ta b i l i ty  

a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  A s  p r a c t i c e  s h o w s  t h e  

e v o l u t i o n a r y  w a y  is t h e  m o s t  ef ficien t .  A n d  U z b e k i s t a n  

h a s  c h o s e n  t h i s  w a y .  If t h e  p o s i t i v e  d y n a m i c s  of

5 0



e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  f u r t h e r  c o n t i n u e s  in y o u r  c o u n t r y ,  th e n  

it will  be  a c o n c r e t e  ind i ca t io n  of e f f ec t iv en ess  of t h e  

t a k e n  m e a s u r e s  a n d  a p l e d g e  for  s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e 

lo p m e n t . »

4
Chan BIN

Editor-in-Chief, «Studies of Russia, 
E as te rn  Europe and  C en tra l  Asia» m agazine

(C h ina)

«For  t h e  first  t i m e  I w a s  in U z b e k i s t a n  10 y e a r s  ago,  

n o w  I s ee  v e r y  la rg e  c h a n g e s  in t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  l iving 

s t a n d a r d  h a s  visible rai sed.

D e m o c r a c y  a n d  t h e  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m  in U z b e k i s t a n  

h a v e  t h e i r  speci f ic c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  it is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .  

E a c h  c o u n t r y  de ve lo ps  a c c o r d in g  to  its o w n  pecul ia ri t i es .  

U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  i t s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  

c o n s t r u c t i o n .  G r a n t i n g  t o  po l i t i ca l  p a r t i e s  a n d  t h e i r  

c a n d i d a t e s  to  d e p u t i e s  e q u a l  r i g h t s  t o  u s e  m a s s  m ed ia  

d u r i n g  c a n v a s s i n g  is r a t h e r  a pos i t iv e  fac tor ,  b e c a u s e  

e a c h  p a r t y  h a s  i t s p r e - e le c t io n  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  t h e  people  

m a k e  th e i r  choice .  T h is  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  ca lm ,  pract ica l  

a t m o s p h e r e  in t h e  so c ie ty ,  and  te s t i f ies  to  d e v e l o p m e n t  

of d e m o c r a c y  and  e n s u r i n g  h u m a n  r i g h t s  and  f r e e d o m s  

in t h e  co u n t r y .»
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W ulf LAPINS
Regional rep re sen ta tiv e  of F. Ebert  Fund

in C en tra l  Asia 
(G erm any)

« D e m o c r a c y  is t h e  d y n a m i c  p r o c e s s  a n d  it is a lv /a ys  
dev e lopi ng .  T h e  s a m e  p r o c e s s  is g o i n g  on  in U z b e k i s t a n .  

T h e  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e s p o n d s  t o  al l  

in t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s .  W e  a l so  s u p p o r t  t h e  m o d e r n  

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s y s t e m  of U z b e k i s t a n  a n d  m e a s u r e s  on 

i ts  pe r f ec t ion .»

San tappu  R adkhakrishnan  
H onora ry  Secre tary , M alays ian  Law 

Association of ASEAN

« F r o m  t h e  e a r ly  y e a r s  of U z b e k i s t a n ’s I n d e p e n d e n c e  

t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  r ig h t  g u a r a n t e e d  by  t h e  leg i s la t io n  for 
all c i t i z e n s  t o  e le c t  a n d  t o  be  e l e c t e d  w a s  def ined .  I 

ha v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a s  a n  in t e rna t iona l  o b s e r v e r i n  e lec t ion s  

to  t h e  b i c a m e r a l  P a r l i a m e n t  in 2 0 0 4  a n d  t h e  Pr e s i d en t i a l  

E l ec t io n s  in 20 0 7 .  I cou ld  o b s e r v e  t h e  c o u r s e  of e le c t io ns  

no t  o n ly  in T a s h k e n t  b u t  in S a m a r k a n d ,  B u k h a r a ,  Khiva 
an d  w a s  c o n v i n c e d  of m a s s  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  p o p u la t i o n  
d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n s .  T h o s e  e l e c t i o n s  w e r e  t r u l y  free.

As  a r e s u l t  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  po l i t i ca l  
par t ie s  a r e  g e t t i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  r i g h t s  a n d  au t h o r i t i e s .  

T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  of e l e c t i o n s  p r o c e s s  a r e  p ro v id ed  w'ith 
e q u a l  r i g h t s  in u s i n g  m a s s  m e d i a  for  a g i t a t i n g ,  t h a t
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g i v e s  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  

a d v a n t a g e s  a n d  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  of c a n d i d a t e s ’ p r o g r a m s  
and  to  m a k e  th e i r  o w n  choice .  O n e  of t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
f a c t o r s  of d e m o c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  in U z b e k i s t a n  is 

f r e e d o m  of t h o u g h t .
T h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s  g o i n g  on  in t h e  c o u n t r y  is 

b a s e d  on  s te p - b y - s t e p  pr in c ip l e  w h i c h  e n s u r e s  b a la n ce  
a n d  c o n s i s t e n c y  of o n g o i n g  re fo rms .»

I
Tim ur KOZYREV 

Lead ing  researcher, In s t i tu te  of S tra teg ic  S tudies 
u n d e r  the  P re s iden t  of the  Republic of K azakhstan

«The  level of d e v e l o p m e n t  in t h e  e le c t i o n  legis la t ion,  
p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n  a n d  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m s  in U z b e k i s t a n  

c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  m a in  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n o r m s .  H o w e v e r  

t h e r e  a r e  no unif ied s t a n d a r d s  for all, and  e a c h  c o u n t r y  
p r o c e e d s  f r o m  i t s  a c t u a l  d e m a n d s  of  s o c i e t y .  I t  is 

n e c e s s a r y  to  n o t e  t h a t  Eco log ica l  M o v e m e n t  h a s  been  

i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s y s t e m  w i t h o u t  be in g  
t r a n s f o r m e d  in to  pol i t ical  s t r u c t u r e .  Eco log ica l  i s sues  

a re  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  in C e n t r a l  As ia ,  e sp e c i a l l y  t a k i n g  

in to  a c c o u n t  t h e  Aral  cr is is .  In g e n e r a l ,  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
of a m e n d m e n t s  of t h e  e l ec t io n  leg i s l a t ion  in p ra c t i ce  
will  p r o m o t e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  and  d y n a m i c s  of t h e  poli t ical  
s y s t e m  d e v e l o p m e n t  in U z b e k i s t a n . »
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A ynura  UMETOVA 
Senior  researcher, 

In s t i tu te  of S tra teg ic  S tud ies  an d  A ssessm ent 
u n d e r  the  P re s id en t  of Kyrgyz Republic

«E ach  c o u n t r y  h a s  i t s o w n  e x p e r i e n c e  of d e m o c r a t i c  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  is t o  e n s u r e  
c i t i z e n s  t h e  g u a r a n t e e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e le c t  a n d  t o  be  
e le c te d  I n t r o d u c i n g  in to  t h e  le g i s l a t io n  of U z b e k i s t a n  
t h e  i n s t i t u t e  of a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  e a c h  
pol i t ical  p a r t y  is t h e  r ig h t  d e c i s i o n , t h e y  wil l  p a r t i c i p a t e  
in verif icat ion of c o r r e c t n e s s  of c o m pi l i ng  of s u b s c r i p t i o n  
l i s t s  a n d  c o u n t i n g  of v o t e s .

B e s id e s ,  g r a n t i n g  q u o t a s  to  E co lo g ica l  M o v e m e n t  
m e a n s  t h a t  civil in i t i a t ive  h a s  g e t  real  s u p p o r t  a t  t h e  
level of s t a t e  a n d  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t .  All t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a re  
t h e  pos i t iv e  s t e p s  for U z b e k i s t a n  t o w a r d s  d e v e l o p m e n t  
of d e m o c r a c y . »
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HI. INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR 
«LEGAL ASPECTS OF ENSURING OPENNESS, 

PUBLICITY AND TRANSPARENCY IN 
ORGANIZATION AND HOLDING OF ELECTIONS: 

W ORLD EX PERIEN CE, NORMS AND 
STANDARDS»

(August 25—26, 2009 Bukhara)
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e m i n a r  «Legal  a s p e c t s  of e n s u r i n g  
o p e n n e s s ,  pub l i c i ty  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y  in o r g a n i z a t i o n  
a n d  h o ld in g  of e le c t io ns :  t h e  w o r ld  e x p e r i e n c e ,  n o r m s  
and  s t a n d a r d s »  w a s  he ld  in B u k h a r a  c i t y  d u r i n g  A u g u s t  
2 5 — 26, 2009 .  T h e  S e m i n a r  w a s  o r g a n iz e d  by  t h e  C ent r a l  
E l e c t i o n  C o m m i t t e  of  t h e  R e p u b l i c  of  U z b e k i s t a n ,  
I n s t i t u te  for Civil So c i e ty  S tud ie s ,  Na t io na l  H u m a n  Rights  
C e n t e r  of th e  Republic  of U zbe k i s t a n ,  U z b e k i s ta n  A g e n c y  
for C o m m u n i c a t i o n  and  Informat ion ,  Na t io na l  Ass oc ia t ion  
of E l e c t r o n i c  M e d i a ,  P u b l i c  F u n d  of S u p p o r t  a n d  
D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  M a s s  M e d i a  a n d  
I n f o r m a t i o n  A g e n c y  of  U z b e k i s t a n ,  O S C E  P r o j e c t s  
C o o r d i n a t o r ’s Off ice in U z b e k i s t a n .

Th e  expert s  from UK, Egypt ,  India, Kyrgyzstan,  Pakistan,  
Re publ ic  of Korea,  Ru ss i a ,  U k r a i n e ,  F r a n c e  a n d  seve ra l  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of pol i t ical  
p a r t i e s  a n d  o t h e r p u b i i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
in t h e  S e m i n a r .

T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  t h e  S e m i n a r  h a v e  w i d e l y  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  U z b e k i s t a n  e x p e r i e n c e  in d e v e l o p m e n t  
of l e g is l a t iv e  b a s e s  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of 
t h e  p r i n c i p e s  of o p e n n e s s ,  pu b l i c i t y  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y  
in t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n  a s  w e l l  a s  
r a i s i n g  t h e  role of civil s o c i e t y  i n s t i t u t e s  in h o ld in g  
d e m o c r a t i c  e l ec t io ns .
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I t  w a s  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h a t  in t h e  f r a m e w o r k  of va s t  
d e m o c r a t i c  r e f o r m s  in U z b e k i s t a n ,  s y s t e m a t i c  a n d  
c o n s i s t e n t  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of t h e  e l e c t i o n s  legis la t ion  
a n d  e le c t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  a r e  u n d e r g o i n g .  T h e  S t a t e  has  
c r e a t e d  all n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  for  e n s u r i n g  o p e n n e s s ,  
pub l ic i ty  and  t r a n s p a r e n c y  in o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  ho ld i ng  
of e l ec t io ns .  T h e  C e n t r a l  E le c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  
R epubl ic  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  civil s o c i e t y  i n s t i t u t e s  and  m a s s  
m e d i a  a re  p la y in g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  role in th i s  p roc ess .

T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  of t h e  S e m i n a r  h a v e  po in te d  ou t  
t h a t  a m e n d m e n t s  i n t r o d u c e d  in to  t h e  e le c t io n  leg is la t ion 
on  t h e  in i t i a t ive  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  R epubl ic  of 
Uz b e k is ta n  H.E.  M r .  I s l am Ka r im ov  a re  in full compl iance  
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  h a v e  g i v e n  n e w  
i m p e t u s  t o  t h e  l ibera l iza t ion  p r o c e s s  of t h e  e lec tora l  
s y s t e m  of t h e  c o u n t r y .

A c c o rd in g  to  e x p e r t s ’ a s s e s s m e n t ,  in U z b e k is ta n  m a s s  
m e d ia  is t a k i n g  a m o r e  a c t iv e  p a r t  in c o v e r i n g  poli t ical  
a n d  s o c io - e c o n o m ic  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  f o r m a t i o n  of publ ic 
opinion .  Poli t ical  p a r t i e s  and  th e i r  c a n d i d a t e s  a re  e n s u re d  
w i t h  e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  m a s s  m e d i a  in t h e i r  e l e c t i o n  
c a m p a i g n .

T h e  u p c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s  to  t h e  Le gi s l a t iv e  C h a m b e r  
a n d  local r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bod ies  of p o w e r  in U z b e k i s t a n  
in D e c e m b e r  20 0 9 ,  a s  it w a s  u n d e r l i n e d  by in te rn a t io n a l  
an d  local  e x p e r t s ,  will  be he ld  in t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of 
f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  i n d e p e n d e n t  m a s s  m e d i a ,  
in f o r m a t i o n  s p h e r e ,  a n d  g r o w i n g  level  of j o u r n a l i s t s ’ 
p r o fe s s io n a l i sm  a n d  m o r e  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of m a s s  
m e d i a  in t h e  e le c t i o n  p ro cess .
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FROM  REPO R TS AND SPE EC H ES 
O F INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPANTS 

O F TH E SEMINAR

Sergey LEBEDEV 
C ha irm an , CIS Executive 

Com m ittee

« T h e  m i s s i o n  of  o b s e r v e r s  f r o m  C I S  h a s  s e v e r a l  
t i m e s  m o n i t o r e d  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  and  p re s id en t ia l  e le c t io ns  
in U z b e k i s t a n  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e i r  d e m o c r a t i c  c h a r a c t e r  
a n d  h a s  g i v e n  po s i t iv e  a s s e s s m e n t .

T h e  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m  s a t i s f i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  n o r m s  h a s  
b e e n  c r e a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  of I n d e p e n d e n c e  a s  a 
r e s u l t  of c o n s i s t e n t  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of po l i t i ca l ,  s t a t e  
a n d  leg is la t ive  s y s t e m s  in U z b e k i s t a n .

W i t h  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  w e  n o t i c e  t h e  h i g h  level  of 
p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  ho ld in g  of e le c t io ns  to  t h e  Ol i y  Ma j l i s  
a n d  local r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bodies  of p o w e r  w h i c h  will  be 
held in D e c e m b e r  th i s  year .  C o n f e r e n c e s  and  s e m i n a r s  
on  t h e  i s s u e s  of e le c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  o r g a n i z e d  s ince  
M a y .  T h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of in te rna t io na l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
and  foreign e l ec t io nd  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  ac t iv e ly  e n g a g e d  
in t h e s e  fo ru ms .  T h i s  s e m i n a r  is o n e  m o r e  proof  for  m y  
words .

I t  is n o t e w o r t h y  t o  m e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  u p c o m i n g  
e le c t i o n s  will  be  held in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c e d  
a m e n d m e n t s  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  a r e  a i m e d  a t  
f u r t h e r  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of t h e  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m .  T h u s ,  
t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  d e p u t i e s  t o  t h e  
Legis lat ive C h a m b e r  will be n o m i n a t e d  by polit ical  part ies,
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a n d  it will  ra i se  t h e i r  role in fo rm a t i o n  of t h e  leg is la t ive  
bo d y  of t h e  s t a t e  po w er .

T h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of civil s o c i e ty  
in s t i t u t e s  in e le c t i o n s  h a v e  been  in crea sed .  F o r  ins ta nce ,  
t h e  i n s t i t u t e  of a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a  p a r t y  
h a s  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  w h i c h  is e n t i t l e d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in 
c o u n t i n g  of v o t e s  a t  po l l i ng  s t a t i o n s  a n d  c h e c k i n g  of 
c o r r e c t n e s s  of c o m p i l i n g  s u b s c r i p t i o n  l ists;  t h e  possib le  
n u m b e r  of p roxi l s  of c a n d i d a t e s  t o  d e p u t i e s  h a s  be en  
r a i s ed  f rom 5 t o  10.

T a k i n g  in to  a c c o u n t  t h e  a b o v e m e n t i o n e d  fa c to r  w e  
c a n  s t a t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c o n s i s t e n t  i m p r o v e m e n t  of 
d e m o c r a t i c  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m  is g o i n g  on in U z b e k i s t a n ,  
w h i c h  e n a b l e s  t o  c o n d u c t  free a n d  t r a n s p a r e n t  e lec t ions .

W e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  u p c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s  wil l  h a v e  
s ig n i f i can t  i m p o r t a n c e  in t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  
of U z b e k i s t a n  a n d  i ts  c o n s i s t e n t  t r a n s i t i o n  to  a s t r o n g  
civil soc ie ty .»

Vitaliy  KULIK 
Head of division, the  N ationa l In s t i tu te  

of In te rn a t io n a l  Security  Problem s u n d e r  the  
N ationa l Security  and  Defence Council

(U kra ine )

«... U z b e k i s t a n ’s  p r a c t i c e  is r e m a r k a b l e  b e c a u s e  he re  
t h e  C e n t r a l  E le c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  is i n d e p e n d e n t  f rom 
t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  c o u n t r y .  It 
uph o ld s  a nd  c ont ro ls  th e  e lectora l  p rocess ,  and  c an  appea l  
t o  c o u r t  in c a s e  of a n y  v io l a t ion  of e l e c t i o n s  legis la t ion.
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T h u s  t h e  p r o c e s s  p r o v id e s  full f r e e d o m  for e n j o y i n g  
r i gh t  t o  v o t e  by  c i t i zens .

... W h i l e  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s  d e v e lo p e d  t h e i r  e le c to ra l  
s y s t e m s  w i t h  e x p e r i m e n t s - a n d - e r r o r s  m e t h o d s ,  
U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  i m p l e m e n t e d  v a r i o u s  i n n o v a t i o n s  
e n a b l i n g  t o  avo id  t h o s e  m i s t a k e s  w h i c h  for  e x a m p l e  
h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  in U k ra in e .

If t o  c o m p a r e  w i t h  t h e  ea r ly  2 0 0 0 s ,  w e  c a n  o b v io u s ly  
o b s e r v e  t h e  s t r o n g  lega l ba s i s  for t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
free m a s s  m ed ia .  T h e r e  is P ub l ic  F u n d  for  S u p p o r t i n g  
I n d e p e n d e n t  M a s s  M e d i a  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  A g e n c i e s .  
T h e r e  is a n  a l l - r o u n d  s u p p o r t  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of 
U z b e k i s t a n  t o  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  of i n d e p e n d e n t  m a s s  m e d i a  
b e i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  i n s t r u m e n t  t h a t  will  he lp  t h e  s o c i e t y  
t o  be  i n fo rm e d  a b o u t  c a n d i d a t e s  a n d  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s ,  
a n d  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a b o u t  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  p r o c e s s .

Be s i d e s ,  h igh  poli t i ca l  re sp o n s ib i l i t y  of j o u r n a l i s t s  
c an  be m e n t i o n e d ,  a n d  c o n c i o n s n e s s  of t h e i r  ro le  in t h e  
so c ie ty .  T h e r e  is no fee l ing  in U z b e k i s t a n  t h a t  y o u  a re  
b e i n g  m a n i p u l a t e d  f rom t h e  te lev is ion  s c r e e n s .

... A m e n d m e n t s  in t h e  e l ec t io n  le g i s la t io n  co n f i rm  
t h e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  p a t h  of  U z b e k i s t a n  t o w a r d s  d e m o 
c r a t iz a t io n ,  f or m a t io n  of m u l t i p a r t y  s y s t e m  a n d  e n s u r i n g  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  p e o p l e ’s  i n t e r e s t s  in t h e  s u p r e m e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  bo d y .  G r a d u a l  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  r o l e  of 
po li t ical  p a r t i e s  is t a k i n g  p lace  in t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  th e  
a m e n d m e n t s  in t h e  e l e c t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e l a t e d  to  
n o m i n a t i o n  of  c a n d i d a t e s  to  d e p u t e e s  on ly  by  pol i t ical  
p a r t i e s ,  p r o m o t e s  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  p a r t i e s .

Q u o t a s  e x i s t  in t h e  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  def ini te  d i f fe rences  
in the  soc iety,  for ins ta nce  confess ional  o r  e thn ic .  H o w e v e r  
in U z b e k i s t a n  q u o t a s  prov ided  t o  Eco lo gi ca l  m o v e m e n t
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a re  m o t i v a t e d  by  h ig h  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h e s e  i s su es  for 
t h e  c i t i z ens .  T h e s e  p r o b l e m  a re  re la te d  t o  Aral  Sea ,  
w a t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  land  eco logy .  It is n e c e s s a r y  to  
c r e a t e  lega l b a s i s  w h i c h  w o u l d  dr a s t ic a l l y  i m p ro v e  th e  
ecologica l  s i t u a t i o n  in t h e  c o u n t r y .  This  is w h y  provid ing  
q u o t a  t o  E co lo g ic a l  M o v e m e n t  e n a b l e s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  
eco logica l  l eg is la t io n  in g e n e r a l  a n d  will  c r e a t e  s t r o n g  
eco lo gica l  lob by  in t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n .

T h e  p r o b l e m  of Aral  S e a  is a m a t e r  of c o n c e r n  no t  
on l y  of t h e  R epu b l i c  U z b e k i s t a n .  T h e r e  is a ne c e s s i ty  
for i n t e r - p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  in t e r - p a r l i a m e n t a r y  
d i a log ue .  T h e  p r e s e n c e  of 15 d e p u t i e s  in t h e  P a r l a m e n t ,  
w h o  a r e  well  a w a r e  of eco log ica l  i s s ue s ,  will not  only 
e n s u r e  n e w  le g is l a t io n  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n s ,  bu t  a l so will 
p r o v i d e  f o r e i g n  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  a i m e d  a t  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  c o n t a c t s ,  i n t e r 
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d i s c u s s i o n s  b e t w e e n  U z b e k i s t a n  a n d  
n e i g h b o r i n g  c o u n t r i e s .  T h i s  w o r k  will a l low U z b e k i s t a n  
to  b e c o m e  a m o d e r a t o r  for s o lu t io n  of t h e  eco logica l  
p r o b le m s  w h i c h  c o n c e r n  t h e  w h o le  C e n t r a l  As ian  reg ion .

S idhard  S hanker  SAKSENA 
C ha irm an  of Cam bridge Forum 

on C entra l  Asia 
(UK)

«If y o u  o b s e r v e  o v e r  soc ia l  life in U z b e k i s t a n  yo u  will 
s e e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of s e v e ra l  i n s t i t u t e s  of civil soc ie ty ,  
which  a re  y e t  to  be  no t iced  by in te r na t io na l  o r ganiz a t i ons  
d u e  t o  d i f f e r e n c e s  in c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,

6 i



«m ak ha l la »  is v e r y  r e m a r k a b l e ,  w h e r e  v ita l  p r o b l e m s  of 
o r d i n a r y  p eop le  a r e  so lved .  T h i s  e n a b l e s  t h e  p eop le  to  
e x c h a n g e  op in io n s  of t h e i r w i s h  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p .

T h e r e  a r e  a l so o t h e r q u e s t i o n s  of p r e s e r v i n g  in t e g r i t y  
of t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t r u s t  to  i ts  in s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  i s s u e s  
of e n s u r i n g  in t h e  c o u n t r i e s  i n s t i t u t e s  w i t h  t r a d i t io n a l  
e n t i t i e s  of civil so c i e ty ,  w h i c h  a r e  pe cul ia r  to  t h e  c u l t u r e  
of t h e s e  n a t i o n s .  U z b e k i s t a n ’s e x p e r i e n c e  is i n t e r e s t i n g  
in t h i s  w a y  t o  d e e p l y  an a l iz e .  I t h i n k  t h e s e  v e r y  f a c to r s  
—  s t ab i l i t y  of t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t r u s t  in t h e  s o c i e t y  —  a re  
t h e  m a in  c r i te r ia  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be t a k e n  in to  a c c o u n t  
by  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  In w e s t e r n  s o c i e t y  t h e r e  
ex is t  a l so  «areas»  for d e b a t e s ,  a s  well  w h e r e  in te rna t io na l  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  c a n  be  e n g a g e d .

A c c o r d i n g  to  o u r  r e s e a r c h e s  in U z b e k i s t a n  I c a n  s a y  
t h a t  t h i s  c o u n t r y  is o p e n  for p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d  e x c h a n g e  
of op in io ns .  It is i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t r y  is r e a d y  for 
c o o p e r a t i o n ,  l e a r n i n g  n e w  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  n e w  p rac t ic e ,  
b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  it h a s  i t s o w n  pos i t i on ,  i t s o w n  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of civil  s o c i e t y  a n d  i t s  o w n  h is to r i ca l  
pecul ia r i t i es .»

M ohan DHAR 
Edito r  and  political observer 

of «Political Events» m agazine
( In d ia )

«As for m a s s  m ed ia  ac t iv i ty  in U z b e k i s t a n  on  e n s u r i n g  
t r a n s p a r e n c y  in e le c t i o n s ,  no d o u b t  t h e y  a r e  r e a d y  to  
de l iv er  e f fec t ively  t h i s  t a s k .  T h e  m a i n  po i n t  is t h a t  all 
c a n d i d a t e s  t o  d e p u t i e s  a r e  pr ov id ed  w i t h  e q u a l  a c c e s s

62



to  m a s s  m e d i a  in t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e i r  e l ec t io n  c a m p a i g n  
o n  l eg is l a t ive  basi s.

... I t h i n k  t h e r e  is no  n e e d  of c o p y i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  
f rom w e s t e r n  e le c t io n  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  s o m e h o w  t r y  to  
m a k e  u p c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e i r  e l e c t i o n  
c a m p a i g n .  U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  i t s  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  
m e n t a l i t y ,  t r a d i t i o n s  and  c u s t o m s  sh o u ld  be t a k e n  in to  
a c c o u n t .  F i r s t  of all, e le c t i o n s  a r e  held for  t h e  people ,  in 
t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  a sp i ra t io ns .»
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FROM  FOREIGN PARTICIPAN TS’ INTERVIEW S 
AT TH E SEM INAR TO REPRESENTATIVES 

OF TH E NATIONAL INFORM ATION AGENCY 
OF UZBEKISTAN —  UZA

Sergey LEBEDEV 
C ha irm an , CIS Executive 

Com m ittee

« E ach  c o u n t r y  h a s  i t s  o w n  leg is la t ion  t o  r e g u l a t e  
t h e  e le c t i o n  p r o c e s s .  N a t u r a l l y  it t a k e s  in to  a c c o u n t  
t h e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  of e a c h  c o u n t r y .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  

t h e r e  a r e  g e n e r a l  d e m o c r a t i c  n o r m s  of h o l d i n g  t h e  
e lec tions ,  and  in th i s  c o n te x t  I’d like to  s a y  th a t  l egislat ion 

of U z b e k i s t a n  m e e t s  t h o s e  n o r m s .

I h e a d e d  t h e  m is s io n  of C IS  o b s e r v e s  a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  
of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  R e p u b l i c  of U z b e k i s t a n  in 

D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 7  a n d  i ts  o f icers  a n a l y z e  t h e  leg is la t io n  
of U z b e k i s t a n  a m o n g  m a n y  t a s k s  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  
a s s i g n e d  w i t h .  A n d  I w o u l d  l ike  t o  n o t e  t h a t  i t s  
p r i n c i p l e s  e n s u r e  f ree e x p r e s s i o n  of will  by c i t i z ens .

A n a l y s i s  of t h e  l a t e s t  a m e n d m e n t s  i n t r o d u c e d  in to  

t h e  leg i s la t io n  of U z b e k i s t a n  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t r y ’s 

l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  a re  re sp o n s ib le  for h o l d i n g  
t h e  e le c t i o n s  p r o c e s s  t o  pe r f e c t  t h e  e le c t i o n  le g is l a t io n  

a n d  inc lude  n e w  n o r m s  to  be  fully c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  

n e c e s s i t y  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t s  of v o t e r s ,  e n s u r e  th e i r  
r ig h t  t o  f r e e d o m  of e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e i r  will .  A m o n g  
t h e m  is i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  t h e  i n s t i t u t e  of a u t h o r i z e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of po l i t ica l  p a r t y  w h o  d i rec t ly  o b s e r v e s
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t h e  e l e c t i o n s  p r o c e s s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e s  in c o u n t i n g  of 
v o t e s .  T h u s ,  m o r e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  of e l e c t i o n s  p r o c e s s  
an d  i ts  final s t a g e ,  i .e. c o u n t i n g  of v o t e s  is g u a r a n t e e d .

... U p o n  in t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  i n s t i t u t e  of a u t h o r i z e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  in U z b e k i s t a n  a n d  

i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  poss ib le  n u m b e r  of p rox ie s  of c a n d i d a t e s  

t o  d e p u t i e s  t h e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  of e l e c t i o n s  p ro c e s s  shall  

be  y e t  m o r e  e n h a n c e d .
G r a n t i n g  15 s e a t s  in t h e  Le g is la t i ve  C h a m b e r  for 

t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of Ecologica l  M o v e m e n t  h a s  b e c o m e  

an  im po r t an t  s tep  for Uzbek is t an .  For  ins tance  or  a n y t h i n g  
r e l a t e d  t o  w a t e r ,  m e a n s  life i tself .  T h a t  is w h y  t h e  
q u o t a  g r a n t e d  for  Ecolo gic a l  M o v e m e n t  will p r o m o t e  

t h e  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e ’s r i g h ts  to  pu re  eco logy ,  a l l ow  to  
t a k e  m e a s u r e s  on  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  p ro t ec t ion  
and  will m e e t  w i s h e s  of t h e  na t ion .

... T h e  C e n t r a l  E lec t i on  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  e l ab o ra te d  
a n d  s t a r t e d  i m p l e m e n t i n g  a n  u n i q u e  C o n c e p t i o n  on 

p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  h o ld in g  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  to  t h e  leg is la t ive  
a n d  local  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bo die s  of p o w e r .  I a m  q u i t e  
s u r e  t h a t  t h e  C o n c e p t i o n  will  a l lo w to  hold  t h e  e le c t io ns  

p ro c e ss  in app ro p r i a t e  m a n n e r  and ,  abo ve  all, will provide 

free e x p r e s s i o n  of will  by t h e  c i t i z e n s  of U z b e k i s t a n .

... In o u r  w o r k  w e  a l w a y s  feel s u p p o r t  of U z b e k i s t a n  
b odi es  of p o w e r ,  officials of e le c to ra l  c o m m i t t e e s  of all 
leve ls .  W e  do no t  face  a n y  o b s t a c l e s  in g e t t i n g  th e  
m a t e r i a l s  o r  r e s p o n s e s  t o  o u r  r e q u e t s ,  v i s i t i ng  pol l ing  
s t a t i o n s ,  m e e t i n g  w i t h  of f ic ia ls  o r  l aw e n f o r c e m e n t  
s t r u c t u r e s .  W e ,  C I S  o b s e r v e r s ,  inde ed  feel full s u p p o r t  

of U z b e k i s t a n  l e a d e r s h i p  in s o l v i n g  o u r  ta sk s .
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I a m  p le a s e d  t o  be in U z b e k i s t a n  a n d  s e e  h o w  t h e  
c o u n t r y  h a s  c h a n g e d .  I s e e  t h e  g r o w i n g  c i t i es ,  n e w  
bui ld i ngs ,  g a r d e n s ,  c le a n  s t r e e t s .  I e n j o y  t h o s e  p l e a s e d  
fa c e s  of t h e  U z b e k  people ,  a n d  all t h i s  c a n  n ot  be  g lad .»

Fred PONSONBY 
M em ber of th e  House of Lords

(U K )

« I n d e p e n d e n t  s y s t e m  of e le c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s  h e a d e d  
b y  t h e  C e n t r a l  E l e c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  in U z b e k i s t a n  
p r o v id e s  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  of rea l  f r e e d o m ,  t r a n s p a r e n c y  
a n d  f a i r n e s s  in t h e  c o u r s e  of e l e c t i o n s .  P a r t i e s  a n d  
th e i r  c a n d i d a t e s  freely e x p r e s s  t h e i r  v i ew s ,  a s s e s s m e n t s ,  
p l a t f o r m s .  T h e y  a r e  g u a r a n t e e d  a n  e q u a l  a c c e s s  to  
m a s s  media .

T h e  people  of U z b e k i s t a n  be l i e v e s  t h a t  d e m o c r a t i c  
p r o c e s s  is m o v i n g  a h e a d .  V o t e r s ’s  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  
m a i n  t h i n g  ab o v e  all. It is i m p o r t a n t  a v o t e r  w h o  ba l l o t s  
for  a c a n d i d a t e  o r  a p a r t y  wil l  be l ieve  a n d  a c c e p t  t h e  
r e s u l t s  of e l ec t io ns .»

KIM YENG GU 
Deputy , the  N a tiona l  Assembly 

(Republic  of K orea)

«The  m u l t i - p a r t y  s y s t e m  is e f fec t ive ly  o p e r a t i n g  in 
U z b e k i s t a n  p ro v id in g  a l t e r n a t i v e n e s s  of cho ic e  for  t h e  
c i t i z e n s .
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... U p c o m i n g  e lec t i ons  a r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  for deve lop
m e n t  of t h e  c o u n t r y  s in c e  p a r l i a m e n t  in U z b e k i s t a n  is 

g a i n i n g  s i gn i f icance  a n d  f u r t h e r  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n ,  level 

of  h u m a n  r i g h t s  o b s e r v a n c e ,  e n h a n c i n g  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v e n e s s  of people  wil l  t o  s i gn i f i can t  e x t e n t  dep en d  

o n  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  p a r l i a m e n t ,  p rof e ss io na l i s m  of its 

m e m b e r s . »

S idhard  S hanker  SAKSENA 
C ha irm an , Cam bridge Forum 

on C entra l  Asia 
(U K )

« I t s ’ w o r t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  c r e a t e d  th e  

s t r u c t u r e s  w h i c h  o r g a n i z e  e l e c t i o n s  p r o c e s s  t a k i n g  into 

a c c o u n t  th e  local pecul iari t ies  —  t h e  nat ional  idea, history,  

t r a d i t i o n s .  T h e  U z b e k  s o c i e t y  is o p e n  for  e x c h a n g e  of 

i d e a s  a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p .  T h e  c o u n t r y  h a s  i t s  o w n  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of civil so c ie ty ,  e x p e r i e n c e  of bu i ld in g  a 

d e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e .  O n e  of t h e  i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t s  of 

t h e  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m  is c i t i z e n s ’ g a t h e r i n g s  —  t h e y  

s e r v e  a s  a v e n u e  w h e r e  p eop le  d i s c u s s  u r g e n t  s s u e s .

H e a d  of y o u r  s t a t e  ca l l s  u p o n  pol it i cal  p a r t ie s  and  

m a s s  m e d ia  to  be m o r e  a c t i v e  and  h a v e  a s t r o n g  civil 

pos i t i on  a n d  jo u r n a l i s t s  —  t o  r a i se  t h e i r  qua l i f i ca t io n .  

T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  of d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of 

m a s s  m e d i a  h a v e  s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  l e g a l  b a s i s .
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D i s c u s s i o n  of v a r i o u s  i s s u e s  a n d  p l u r a l i s m  of op in io n s  

a r e  t h e  s i g n s  of y e t  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  d e m o c r a c y .

... M a k h a l l a ,  a d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  p l a y s  a 

s ig n i f ic a n t  role in U z b e k i s t a n .  It is o f  sp ec ia l  i n t e r e s t  

for  e x p e r t s ,  w h o  o b s e r v e  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of civil s o c i e t y  

fo r m a t io n .  F r o m  t h e  a n c i e n t  t i m e s  soc ia l  i s s u e s  u s e d  to  

be so lv e d  in m a k h a l l a s .  I s s u e s  of fami ly  m a t t e r s  u p  to  

m u n i c i p a l  p r o b l e m s  a re  so lved  b y  m a k h a l l a  v e t e r a n s  

c ounc i l s .  I m y s e l f  w i t n e s s e d  s u c h  p r o c e s s e s .  T h e r e  is 

no s i n g l e  c i t i z e n  in U z b e k i s t a n  w h o  d o e s n ’t l ive in 

m a k h a l l a .  D u r i n g  e le c t i o n s  n u m e r o u s  p o l l i ng  s t a t i o n s  

a r e  lo c a t e d  in t h e  p r e m i s e s  of m a k h a l l a  c o un c i l s .  T h e  

bo d ie s  of s e l f - g o v e r n a n c e  in U z b e k i s t a n  a r e  e n t i t l e d  to  

n o m i n a t e  t h e i r  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  d e p u t i e s  t o  l o c a l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bodies .  T h e  c i t i z e n s  a l s o  n o m i n a t e  t h e i r  

c a n d i d a t e s  t h r o u g h  poli t i ca l  p a r t i e s  w h i c h  m a y  c o n d u c t  

c a n v a s s i n g .

1 t h i n k  t h a t  d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n s  fore ign  o b s e r v e r s  s houl d  

t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  v a l u e s  a n d  e t h n i c  

pe cu l i a r i t i e s  of th i s  n a t io n .  T h e  w o r ld  c o m m u n i t y  s h o u ld  

be in f o r m e d  a b o u t  s u c h  a u n i q u e  i n s t i t u t e  a s  m a k h a l l a  

w h i c h  is p e c u l i a r  o n l y  for  t h e  U z b e k  n a t i o n . »
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V italiy  KULIK 
Head of division, 

N ationa l In s t i tu te  of In te rn a t io n a l  
Security  Issues u n d e r  the  N ational Security

and  Defence Council 
(U kra ine )

«The  C e n t r a l  E le c t i on  C o m m i t t e e  of U z b e k i s t a n  is 
a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t r u c t u r e .  T h u s  full i n d e p e n d e n c e  of 
t h e  e n t i r e  e le c t i o n s  p r o c e s s  of o b s e r v i n g  o v e r  r ig h t  to  
e le c t  by  c i t i z e n s  is e n s u r e d .  G r a n t i n g  t h e  s e a t s  in t h e  
p a r l i a m e n t  t o  Eco log ica l  M o v e m e n t  on q u o t a  ba s i s  will 
p r o m o t e  s o l v i n g  t h e  i s s u e s  w h i c h  a r e  of g r e a t  c o n c e r n  
for  e v e r y b o d y ,  a s  well  a s  a d o p t i n g  t h e  l a w s  re la te d  to  
t h e  p r o b l e m s  of  u s i n g  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  R e c e n t  
a m e n d m e n t s  in t h e  e le c t i o n  leg is la t ion  of U z b e k i s t a n  
f o r e s e e  n o m i n a t i n g  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  d e p u t i e s  o n l y  by 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  t h e r e b y  c r e a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  fo r  
d e v e l o p m e n t  and  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  th i s  in s t i t u t e  of civil 
s o c i e t y  w h i c h  is of p a r a m o u n t  im p o r ta n c e .»

M ohan DHAR 
Edito r  and  political observer, 

«Political Events» m agazine 
( In d ia )

« O n e  of t h e  pos i t ive  p o i n t s  of i n n o v a t i o n s  in t r o d u ced  
in to  U z b e k i s t a n ’s e le c t i o n  leg is la t ion  is t h e  in c re a s e  of 
t h e  to t a l  n u m b e r  of s e a t s  in t h e  Oliy Maj l i s .  It s h o w s  
t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  role and  p ro fe ss i on a l i sm of t h e  p a r l ia m en t
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a n d  p e o p l e ’s t r u s t  in it. T h e  c o u n t r y  h a s  a c h i e v e d  

s ig n i f ic a n t  r e s u l t s  in s h a p i n g  t h e  m a r k e t  of  free m a s s  

m e d ia .  T h e  i n s t i t u t e  of p a r t y  m a s s  m e d i a  w h i c h  p la ys  

a role of p r o m o t e r  of p a r t y  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p o s i t io n s  h a s  

a l so  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d .»

L a u re n t  TAIYEBA 
D irector, 

«L’Essentie l des Relations 
In te rna t iona le s»  new spaper 

(F ra n c e )

« N a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  l i f e s t y l e ,  c u l t u r e ,  i n c l u 

d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  s h o u l d  b e  c e r t a i n l y  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  

in h o l d i n g  of  e l e c t i o n s .  S o c i a l  i n s t i t u t e  of  m a k h a l l a  

is a d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  w h i c h  is p e c u l i a r  o n l y  for 

U z b e k i s t a n .  T h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o o l  in t h e  c o u r s e  of  e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n  

a n d  e l e c t i o n s .

A n o t h e r  f e a t u r e  is a g e o p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  

c o u n t r y  w h e r e  e l e c t i o n s  a r e  he ld .  U n s t a b l e  po l i t i ca l  

a n d  e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  in n e i g h b o r i n g  c o u n t r i e s  an d  

m o r e o v e r  th e  o pen  w a r  aga in s t  t e r ro r i sm ,  uncondit iona l ly ,  

in f lue nce  t h e  m o o d  of v o t e r s  w h o  will  be  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  

in t h e  i s s u e s  of s t ab i l i ty  and  s e c u r i t y  ic luded  in to  t h e  
p r o g r a m s  of  c o m p e t i n g  pa r t ies .»
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Bushra SHALASH 
Member, the  Council 
of National Assembly 

(Egypt)

«All c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  c r e a t e d  for  f r eedo m  of s p e e c h  in 

U z b e k i s t a n .  T h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of m a s s  m e d ia  ha ve  

all o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for  fulfi l l ing t h e i r  r ig h t s  and  obl igat ions.  

W e  a r e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n  is 

o rganized  in s t r ic t  c o m pl ia nce  wi th  th e  legislat ion wi th o u t  

a n y  in te r f e r e n ce  f rom o u t s i d e .  T h is  is t h e  g u a r a n t e e  of 

ho ld in g  t h e  u p c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s  on  a d e m o c r a t i c  bas is .

. . . W e  s p o k e  a b o u t  e n s u r i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of 

d e m o c r a c y  d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n s .  T r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  a s i ng le -  

p a r t y  s y s t e m  t o  a m u l t i - p a r t y  o n e  is o n e  of t h e m .  

T h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  for  d e v e l o p i n g  e c o n o m y  a n d  

d e m o c r a c y  a r e  b e i n g  c r e a t e d  f o r  18 y e a r s  in 

U z b e k i s t a n .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  U z b e k i s t a n  wil l  b e c o m e  a 

g r e a t  c o u n t r y  in t h e  f u t u r e .  P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  c a n  

p a r t i c i p a t e  in p r e p a r i n g  a n d  h o l d i n g  of e l e c t i o n s , t h e y  

a r e  g r a n t e d  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for  p r o m o t i n g  t h e i r  

i d e a s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  t h r o u g h  m a s s  m e d i a .  I w o u l d  

l ike  t o  n o t e  t h a t  w o m e n  a r e  g r a n t e d  3 0 %  q u o t a  a t  

n o m i n a t i n g  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  d e p u t i e s  to  p a r l i a m e n t  by 

po l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s . »
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Sajjad MALIK 
Senior  editor, 

«Daily Times» new spaper 
(P a k is ta n )

«The  n u m b e r  of n e w s p a p e r s ,  T V  a n d  rad io  c h a n n e l s  
h a s  ra p i d ly  i n c r e a s e d  for t h e  las t  18 y e a r s .  I t h i n k  m a s s  
m e d i a  is t h e  fo u r t h  po w er ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e  m a s s  m e d ia  
y o u  h a v e  t h e  b r o a d e r  will  be t h e  s c o p e  of f r e e d o m  of 
s p e e c h ,  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  and  o t h e r  po s i t iv e  c h a n g e s .

I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p e o p l e  of  
U z b e k i s t a n  h a v e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  ro le  of  m a s s  m e d i a  
d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n s .  M a s s  m e d i a  will  p la y  a po s i t iv e  role in 
e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  
p e o p l e ’s a w a r e n e s s  on  i m p o r t a n c e  of e l e c t i o n s  a n d  
e v e r y b o d y ’s p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  fac i l i t a tes  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  f r e e  m a s s  m e d i a ,  m a k e s  no  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  a n d  I h o p e  t h a t  t h e s e  e l e c t i o n s  wil l  p rove  
t h e  fact  t h a t  m a s s  m e d i a  will c o v e r  all e v e n t s  t h r o u g h  
o p e n n e s s ,  fa i r ne s s  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y . »
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IV. INTERNATIONAL ROUND-TABLE 
«INSTITUTES OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND 

ELECTIONS TO REPRESENTATIVE 
BODIES OF POW ER»

(September 9—10, 2009 Samarkand)
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O n  9 — 10 S e p t e m b e r  of 2 0 0 9  S a m a r k a n d  c i t y  h o s t e d  
a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r o u n d - t a b l e  « I n s t i t u t e s  of civil  s o c i e t y  
a n d  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bod ie s  of po w er»  
w h i c h  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  C e n t r a l  E l ec t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
of t h e  R epu bl ic  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  I n s t i t u t e  for Civil  S o c i e t y  
S t u d i e s ,  E c o lo g ic a l  M o v e m e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  N a t i o n a l  
F u n d  « M a k h a l l a »  a l o n g  w i t h  N a t i o n a l  D e m o c r a t i c  
I n s t i t u t e  ( U S A )  a n d  O S C E  P r o j e c t s  C o o r d i n a t o r  Office 
in U z b e k i s t a n .  T h e  m e e t i n g  of t h e  r o u n d - t a b l e  w a s  
a t t e n d e d  by ex p e r t s  f rom Uni ted  Kingdom,  India,  Paki s t an ,  
Russia,  Turkey ,  Ukraine ,  J a p a n  and o t h e r  count r ies ,  several  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of publ ic  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of  U z b e k i s t a n .

T h e y  e x c h a n g e d  v i e w s  on  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  
c o n c e p t i o n  of  « t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  a s t r o n g  s t a t e  t o  a 
s t r o n g  civi l  s o c i e t y »  e l a b o r a t e d  in U z b e k i s t a n .  T h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of U z b e k i s t a n  in 
r a i s i n g  t h e  ro l e  of  t h e  i n s t i t u t e s  of civi l  s o c i e t y  in 
d e m o c r a t i c  r e n o v a t i o n  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of t h e  c o u n t r y  
a s  wel l  a s  in f o r m i n g  a n d  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b o d i e s  of p o w e r .  T h e y  dwel led  u p o n  th e  
p ecu l i a r i t i e s  of e l e c t i o n  leg is la t io n  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  i s s u e s  
of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of civil  s o c i e t y  i n s t i t u t e s  in p r e p a r a t i o n  
a n d  h o ld in g  of e le c t i o n s .
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P a r t i c i p a n t s  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  a c t i v e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  for  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  O l iy  M a j l i s  of t h e  
R epub l ic  of  U z b e k i s t a n ,  local  K e n g h a s h e s  of P e o p l e ’s 
D e p u t i e s ,  a s  wel l  a s  t h e  na t io na l  e l ec t io n  leg is la t ion  
w i t n e s s e s  d e e p ,  d y n a m i c  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  car r ie d  o u t  in 
t h e  c o u n t r y .  U p c o m i n g  e le c t i o n s  will be  he ld  in th e  
c o n d i t i o n s  of g r o w i n g  a c t i v e n e s s  of i n s t i t u t e s  of civil 
so c ie ty .  It w a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  is p ro v id ed  by 
a m e n d m e n t s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  in t r o d u ced  in to  t h e  e lec t ion  
le g is la t i o n  a n d  is a i m e d  a t  f u r t h e r  l iber a l iza t ion  and  
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of e l ec to ra l  s y s t e m ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  th e  
role of l e g is la t i v e  a n d  local  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bodies  of 
p o w e r ,  i n s t i t u t e s  of civil s o c i e t y  in i m p l e m e n t i n g  th e  
la rg e -sca le  d e m o c r a t i c  r e fo rm s  a n d  s t a t e  g o v e r n a n c e .  
T h e  e x p e r t s  h a v e  c o m m o n  op in ion  t h a t  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  
n u m b e r  of s e a t s  f rom 120  to  150  in t h e  Leg is l a t ive  
C h a m b e r  of t h e  Ol iy  Majl i s,  g r a n t i n g  15 s e a t s  to  de put ie s  
e l e c t e d  f r o m  E c o l o g i c a l  M o v e m e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  
i n t r o d u c t io n  of t h e  i n s t i t u t e  of a u th o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
f r o m  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  a n d  o t h e r  i n n o v a t i o n s  of  t h e  
leg is la t ion  ra i se  t h e  level  of d e m o c r a t i c  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  
in U z b e k i s t a n  t o  a q u a l i t a t i v e l y  n e w  level.

A s  t h e  e x p e r t s  n o te d ,  t h e  c o n s i s t e n t  m e a s u r e s  t a k e n  
in t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  in c r e a s e  t h e  role of pol i t ical  par t ie s ,  
g r a d u a l  per fe c t io n  of  t h e  na t i on a l  e lec t ion  leg is la t ion,  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of t h e  C o n c e p t i o n  on p r e p a r a t i o n  and  
h o ld in g  of e l e c t i o n s  to  t h e  Oliy  M a j l i s  of t h e  Re publ ic  
of U z b e k i s t a n ,  reg io na l ,  d i s t r ic t  and  c i ty  K e n g h a s h e s  of 
P e o p l e ’s  D e p u t i e s  a d o p t e d  by t h e  C e n t r a l  E l e c t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e  wi l l  b e c o m e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o n d i t i o n  for  
h o l d i n g  t h e  u p c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s  on  t h e  b a s i s  of 
d e m o c r a t i c  p r in c ip l e s .
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In t h e  c o u r e s  of t h e  m e e t i n g  it  w a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  
t h a t  u n i q u e  i n s t i t u t e  of m a k h a l l a  o c c u p i e s  a spec ia l  
p l ace  in t h e  s y s t e m  of f o r m a t i o n  of civil  s o c i e t y  in 
U z b e k i s t a n .  It h a s  n o t  on ly  rev ived  b u t  t r a n s f o r m e d  
in to  an  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t  of d e m o c r a t i c  r e f o r m s  b e i n g  
i m p l e m e n t e d  in  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b o d i e s  of  p o w e r  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  of 
I n d e p e n d e n c e .  I n d e p e n d e n t  m a s s  m e d i a ,  i n c l u d i n g  
reg iona l  p r i n t i n g  a n d  e le c t ro n ic ,  h a v e  a l so  r a i s ed  t h e i r  
ac t iv i t i es .

In c o n c l u s i o n  t h e  e x p e r t s  s t a t e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  op in ion  
t h a t  U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  t a k e n  all m e a s u r e s  on  e n s u r i n g  
o p e n n e s s ,  t r a n s p a r e n c y  o f  e l e c t i o n s  b o t h  t o  t h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C h a m b e r  of  t h e  O l i y  M a j l i s  a n d  loca l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b o d i e s  of  p o w e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a c t i v e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  i n s t i t u t e s  of civil s o c i e t y  in t h e  
e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n .
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FROM  REPORTS AND SPE EC H ES OF FOREIGN 
PARTICIPANTS OF ROUND-TABLE

Ish tvan  VENCZEL 
C oordinator, OSCE Projects 

Office in Uzbekistan

« O u r  t a s k  t o d a y  is to  d i s c u s s  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  and  
p r a c t i c e  r e l a t i n g  t o  role of i n s t i t u t e s  of civil s o c ie ty  in 
t h e  p r o c e s s  of e le c t i o n s  to  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bodies  
of pow er .  It is u n d o u b t e d l y  a s ign i f ican t  pol i t ical  e v e n t  
for  U z b e k i s t a n .

It is r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  a c t i v i t y  of  n o n 
g o v e r n m e n t  s e c t o r  a i m e d  a t  full e x p r e s s i n g  of p e o p l e ’s 
i n t e r e t s  is i m p o r t a n t  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  c o u n t r y .  
S u c c e s s f u l  f u n c t i o n i n g  of t h e  civil s o c i e t y  d e p e n d s  to 
w h a t  e x t e n t  it c o o p e r a t e s  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  
l a t t e r  will  be  in f avor ab le  s i t u a t i o n  if t h e r e  is c lose  
i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  in s t i t u t e s  
of civil so c ie ty .

Th is  ro u n d - ta b le  m e e t i n g  g i v e s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l  e x p e r t s  t o  e x c h a n g e  of 
a c h i e v e m e n t s  in b u i l d in g  a d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y  w i t h  
s t r o n g  civil i n s t i t u t e s .  O n  th e  ba s i s  of d i s c u s s io n  and 
a n a ly s i s  of r e m a r k s ,  I t h i n k  w e  sha l l  e l a b o r a t e  difini te 
p r o p o s a l s  c o n c e r n i n g  soc ia l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  re fo rm s .

T h e  bas ic  O S C E  s t a n d a r d s  in t h e  a r e a  of d e m o c r a t i c  
e l e c t i o n s  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  so-ca l led  C o p e n h a g e n  
d o c u m e n t  a d o p t e d  in 1999.  It is r e c o g n i z e d  a s  o n e  of 
t h e  m a i n  d o c u m e n t s  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of
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h old ing  d e m o c r a t i c  e l e c t i o n s  in O S C E  m e m b e r - c o u n t r ie s .  
T h e  s t a t e s  w h i c h  h a v e  s i g n e d  it h a v e  s t a t e d  of t h e i r  

a d h e r e n c e  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  p e o p l e ’s a s p i r a t i o n  t o  e x p r e s s  

t h e i r  will  f reely in e le c t i o n s .

I be l ieve t h a t  t o d a y ’s e v e n t  will  a l lo w to  e x c h a n g e  

of op in io ns ,  d i s c u s s  t h e  t a s k s ,  p rofes s io na l  a s s e s s m e n t s  

t a k i n g  in to  a c c o u n t  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  of d e v e l o p m e n t  

of t h e  i n s t i t u t e s  of civil s o c i e t y  a n d  th e i r  role in f o r m i n g  

t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s t a t e . »

- f

B arbara  POTRATA 
Expert, Forum  on C en tra l  Asia 

a t  C am bridge U niversity  
(U K )

« F o l l o w i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e  U z b e k i s t a n  c l a i m e d  to  

a d h e r e  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  a n d  d u r i n g  ne a r ly  t w o  d e c a d e s  

h a s  b e e n  m o v i n g  t o w a r d s  b u i l d i n g  a c ivi l  s o c i e t y .  

T ra d i t i o n a l  soc ia l  a n d  civil i n s t i t u t e s  p lay  a sp ec ia l  role 

in t h i s  p ro ces s .  T h e r e  a r e  a  lot  of s u c h  i n s t i t u t e s  in 

U z b e k i s t a n .  B u t  o n e  s h o u l d  t a k e  in to  a c c o u n t  t h a t  

a p p r o a c h e s  of c e r t a i n  N G O s  a r e  no t  o r d i n a r y  a n d  t h e y  

n ot  a l w a y s  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t . »
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Nalin K um ar MOHAPATRA 
Expert, School of In te rn a t io n a l  S tudies 

of J. N ehru  University  
( In d ia )

«... T h e  p ro fo u n d  d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s e s  a r e  g o i n g  on  

b o t h  in s t a t e  a n d  soc ial  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s p h e r e s .  T h e  first 
a n d  t h e  m o s t  e s s e n t i a l  o b je c t iv e  of po l i t ica l  e l i t e  is 
co n s o l i d a t i o n  of t h e s e  p ro cess e s ,  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t ra n s i t i o n  
f rom t h e  p r e v io u s  c o m m a n d  s y s t e m  to  m a r k e t  o r ie n t e d  

e c o n o m y .  I t ’s n e c e s s e r y  to  n o t e  a s  a po s i t iv e  e x p e r i e n c e  
t h a t  po l i t i cal  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of s o c i e t y  a n d  e c o n o m i c  
d e v e l o p m e n t  in U z b e k i s t a n  a re  s u c c e s s f u l l y  rea l ized  
u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  U z b e k i s t a n  P r e s i d e n t .

I n  U z b e k i s t a n  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  t h e  
s ig n i f ic a n c e  of soc ia l  s t r u c t u r e  of c o m m u n i t y  g o v e r n i n g  

a s  a sp ec ia l  s p h e r e  t h a t  s h o u ld  n o t  be  ov e r lo o k  and  
g i v e n  t o  th i rd  fo rces  w a s  clear .  By  soc ia l  s t r u c t u r e  of 
g o v e r n i n g  m a h a l l a  is implied,  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  i ts  bas ic  
un i t .  T h o s e ,  w h o  w o r k e d  o u t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  
R e p u b l i c  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  h a v e  s t r iv ed  t o  c o m b i n e  th e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  form of g o v e r n in g ,  i.e. m a h a l l a  w i t h  m o d e r n  
one ,  w h i c h  is cal led by w e s t e r n  po l i t i c ians  a s  «civil 
soc ie ty».

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  soc ia l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of m a h a l l a  
i n s t i t u t i o n  in s e l f -g ov e rn in g  a t  t h e  local  level ,  a n u m b e r  
of p rovis ions  w e r e  included into th e  M a i n  Law ,  n ecessary  
for  civil s o c i e t y  d e v e l o p m e n t .  A l o n g  w i t h  g r a n t i n g  legal  
s t a t u s  t o  m a h a l l a  t h e  U z b e k  g o v e r n m e n t  c r e a t e s  
n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  for  i t s  p r o s p e r i t y .  O n e  of t h e  
s i gn i f ic an t  po s i t iv e  a s p e c t s  of c r a t i o n  of civil s o c i e t y  in
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U z b e k i s t a n  is f u n c t i o n i n g  of s u c h  local  s e l f - g o v e r n in g  
bo die s  in all a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  te r r i to r ia l  u n i t s  of t h e  
c o u n t r y .  In t h i s  r e g a r d  o n e  s h o u l d  e v a l u a t e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
p r o c e s s  of civil s o c i e t y  in U z b e k i s t a n  f rom in s t i t u t i o n a l  
v i e w  point .»

4
V ladim ir  LAFITSKI 

D eputy  D irec tor, In s t i tu te  of Legisla tion  
a n d  C om para tive  Law S tud ies  

under  the  G overnm ent of th e  Russian  F edera t ion

« V o te r s ’ a t t e n d a n c e  still  r e m a i n s  h igh in t h e  c o u n t r i e s  

w h o  p r e s e r v e  t r a d i t io n a l  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  in s t i t u t i o n s ,  in 

p a r t i c u l a r  m a h a l l a  in U z b e k i s t a n .  T h is  o b v io u s l y  p r o v e s  

t h a t  w i t h o u t  civil s o c i e t y  i n s t i t u t e s  it is im p o s s ib le  to  

s o l ve  a n  o b je c t iv e ,  f o r m u l a t e d  in m a n y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

a n d  leg is la t ive  a c t s  —  e n s u r i n g  g e n e r a l l  e l e c t i o n s  ...»

Bogdana BABICH 
D irec tor, In s t i tu te  of P rac t ica l  Policy

(U k ra in e )

« W h i l e  f o r m i n g  civi l  s o c i e t y  a n d  s h a p i n g  a n e w  

t r a d i t i o n  of e le c t i o n s  p r o c e s s  in U z b e k i s t a n  a n  e f fec t ive  

s y s t e m  of in s t i t u t i o n a l ,  m o r a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  i m m u n i t y  of 

U z b e k i s t a n  s o c i e t y  a g a i n s t  v a r i o u s  s t r a i n s  a n d
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m a n i p u l a t i o n s  is b e i n g  c r e a t e d  in U z b e k i s t a n .  T h i s  is 

a b o u t  d e v e l o p m e n t  of civil s o c i e t y  p r i m a r y  s t r u c t u r e s ,  

f rom w h i c h  it g r o w s  itself.

F o r m a t i o n  of s t r o n g  civil s o c i e t y  in U z b e k i s t a n  is 

b e i n g  g u i d e d  by  t h e  n a t i o n a l  t r a d i t io n a l  in s t i tu t i o n s ,  

a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  of n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  n o n 

c o m m e r c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  is e n s u r e d .  Civil  s o c i e t y  is 

f i r s t l y  s e l f - g o v e r n a n c e  of c i t i z e n s .  T h e  u n i q u e  self- 

g o v e r n i n g  in s t i tu t i o n  rev ived  in U z b e k i s t a n ,  i.e m akha l la  

is t h a t  v e r y  g r o u n d  w h e r e  a  s t r o n g  civil s o c i e t y  is 

c r e a t e d  in t h e  c o u n t r y .

A s  In d ia n  e x p e r t  Nal in  K u m a r  s u re ly  n o te d ,  m ah a l l a  

h a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t  on  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  in 

U z b e k i s t a n .  It is able to  inf luence s h a p i n g  public opinion.  

S i n c e  t h e  a n c i e n t  t i m e s  m a k h a l l a  p r o v id e s  r e l e v a n t  

c o n d i t i o n s  to  e d u c a t e  t h e  y o u n g  people  a n d  c o n s t i t u t e s  

t h e  f ou nda t i on  of soc ia l  o r g a n iz a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  it is ba sed  

on t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  of «fami ly» a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  family 

va lue s .»

M ukham m ad  Asif NUR 
Editor-in-Chief, «Diplomatic Insight»  m agazine

(P a k is ta n )

« A f t e r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  i n h e r i t e d  
u n s t e a d y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and  c o m m a n d  e c o n o m y  and  
a u t h o r i t a r i a n  po l i t ica l  s y s t e m .  D e e p  m a r k e t  r e f o r m s  

and  d e m o c r a t i c  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  i m p l e m e n t e d
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in t h e  c o u n t r y  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of P r e s i d e n t  I s la m 

Karimov.

... F a c t o r s ,  w h i c h  p r o m o t e d  c r e a t i o n  of  t h e  ba s i s  of 

civil soc ie ty  in U z b e k i s t a n ,  s t a r t e d  to  ac t  m o r e  effect ively 

s i n c e  r e a l i z in g  t h e  c o m p l e x  of pol i t ical  a n d  e c o n o m i c  

r e f o r m s  p r o p o s e d  by  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  T h e  p r o c e s s  of 

p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  i s  g o i n g  in 

U z b e k i s t a n .  M a n y  e x p e r t s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t e  t h e  fact  

t h a t  v e r y  p r o c e s s  is g o i n g  on c o n s e c u t i v e l y ,  a n d  s tab i l i ty  

in t h e  c o u n t r y  is e n s u r e d .  T h is  is of vi ta l  i m p o r t a n c e  for 

w h o l e  reg ion .

... T h e  P r e s i d e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n  I s la m  K a r i m o v  g a v e  

t h e  fo l lo win g  def in i t ion  of c o n c e p t i o n  of «civil soc ie ty» :  

«Civil s o c ie ty  for  u s  is a  social  s p a c e  w h e r e  t h e  law is 

su pe r io r  an d  w hic h  d oe s  no t  co u n te r ,  b u t  p r o m o t e s  h u m a n  

s e l f - d e v e lo p m e n t ,  r ea l i z in g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of a p e r s o n ,  

t h e  m a x i m u m  f u n c t i o n i n g  of h i s  r i g h t s  a n d  f r eed o m s. »  

T o d a y  t h e s e  i s s u e s  h a v e  a c t u a l l y  b e c o m e  p r io r i t y  in 

a c t i v i ty  of civil s o c i e t y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in U z b e k i s t a n ,  w h ic h  

a c t i v e ly  p a r t i c i p a t e  in e l e c t i o n s  p ro c e ss .

... It is w e l l - k n o w n  t h a t  c r e a t i o n  of  civil s o c i e t y  is of 

g r e a t  s ign i f icance  for d e m o c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  of soc ie ty .  

T o d a y  it is o b v io u s  t h a t  U z b e k i s t a n  is s t e a d i l y  g o i n g  

a l o n g  t h i s  w a y ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  and  

n e v e r  will  t u r n  t h i s  w a y  off.»
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Talkha BALIK 
Editor-in-Chief, «Bosporus» newspaper

(T u rkey)

« U z b e k i s t a n  is a w or ld -sca le  h i s to r ic a l  a n d  cu l tu ra l  

c e n t e r ,  t h e  h o m e l a n d  of e m i n e n t  p e r s o n s  of t h e  a n c i e n t  

h i s to ry .  T h is  is a l and,  w h e r e  publ ic  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is 

d e e p ly  ro o t e d  to  a n t i q u i t y .  P r o b a b l y  in t h i s  is t h e  force 

t h a t  h a s  e n a b l e d  t h e  U z b e k  p e o p l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  

e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m  w h i c h  m e e t s  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  a s  a re su l t  of c o n s e c u t i v e ,  s te p -b y - s te p  

r e f o r m i n g  of pol i t ical ,  s t a t e ,  legal  s y s t e m s  d u r i n g  th e  

y e a r s  of in d e p e n d e n c e .

T o  be  im pa r t i a l  it is n e c e s s a r y  t o  n o t e  t h a t  not  

e v e r y t h i n g  is g o i n g  s w i m m i n g l y .  B u t  a b o v e  all th e  

c o u n t r y  l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  a n  a i m , a n d  c l ea r  d i r e c t i o n s  a re  

defined .  O n  t h e  pa r t  of h a r d w o r k i n g  U z b e k  people  —  

c o m p r e h e n s i o n  a n d  a sp i r a t i o n  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  purpos e .  

C e r ta in ly ,  s o m e o n e  w a n t e d  th e  w e s t e r n  d e m o c r a c y  to  

be  m a i n t a i n e d  w o r ld w id e  a t  once.

... I h a v e  u s e d  abo ve  t w o  w o r d s  —  « co n se cu t iv en ess »  

an d  « s t a g e n e s s » .  T h e  U z b e k i s t a n  l e a d e r s h i p  s t r e s s e s  

j u s t  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s .  Yes ,  o n e  c a n  m a k e  d o z e n s  of l aws  

an d  e s t a b l i s h  r e le v a n t  g o v e r n m e n t  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h in  

s h o r t  t im e .  B u t  will t h e y  w o r k ?  Wil l  t h e y  be a c c e p t a b l e  

for w i d e  s o c i e t y  g r o u p s ,  if t h e r e  is no  re la t iv e  g r o u n d ?

In U z b e k i s t a n  by e n h a n c i n g  t h e  role a n d  e x p a n d i n g  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for c o n t r i b u t i o n  of civil i n s t i t u t i o n s  to  

so c i a l  life a n d  e l e c t i o n s ,  a r e  c r e a t e d  c o n d i t i o n s  for
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a d a p t a t i o n  of s o c ie ty  t o  d e m o c r a t i c  c h a n g e s  a n d  d r a w  

p eop le  t o  s e t t l e  i s s ues ,  w h i c h  i n t e r e s t  all i t s  g r o u p s ,  

i r r e s p e c t i v e  of t h e i r  po li t i ca l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  I k n o w  t h a t  15 

s e a t s  in Leg i s l a t i v e  C h a m b e r  of t h e  O l i y  M a j l i s  a r e  

a s s i g n e d  for d e p u t i e s  e le c te d  f rom U z b e k i s t a n  Ecologica l  

M o v e m e n t .

C o n s t r u c t i o n  of d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  legal  s t a t e ,  f o r m i n g  

civil soc ie ty ,  e x t e n d i n g  m a r k e t  r e fo rm s  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  

d e m o c r a t i c  v a lu e s  in p eopl e ’s  m i n d , r e a l i z i n g  th e  pr inciple 

«f rom a s t r o n g  s t a t e  —  to  a s t r o n g  civil  s o c ie ty » ,  pu t  

f o r w a r d  in d u e  t i m e  by  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n  

I s l a m  K a r i m o v  a s  a p r i o r i t y  o b j e c t i v e s  w h i c h  a r e  

i m p l e m e n t e d  co n s i s te n t ly  and  s te p w is e ,  ce r t a in ly ,  is r ight  

a n d  a c c e p t a b l e  dec is i on  in t r a n s i t i o n  per iod .

I a l s o  d r a w  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  s t a t e d  t h e s i s  is b a s e d  on 

t h e  speci f ic  of s u c h  in s t i t u t i o n  p e c u l i a r  t o  U z b e k i s t a n  

a s  « M a k h a l l a » .  O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  t h i s  is t r a d i t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  —  a local  g o v e r n i n g  body.

M a k h a l l a  —  t h e  un io n  of people ,  l inked  on  c o m 

m o n n e s s  of t e r r i t o ry ,  w h e r e  t h e y  live. T h i s  is a speci f ic  

f or m  of E a s t e r n  d e m o c r a c y ,  w h i c h  g i v e s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  

to  d e v e lo p  i n t e r a c t i o n  w a y s  b e t w e e n  s o c i e t y  a n d  s t a t e .  

O v e r  c e n t u r i e s  m a k h a l l a  h a s  b e e n  k e e p e r  of s p i r i tu a l  

a n d  m o r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of U z b e k  p e o p l e , t h e i r  c u l t u r e  and  

t r a d i t i o n s ,  w h i c h  b r in g  y o u n g  g e n e r a t i o n  u p  to d a y .

H a v i n g  p r o c e e d e d  f rom t h e  f o rego in g ,  o n e  m a y  insi s t  

w i t h  c o n f id e n c e  t h a t  m a k h a l l a  is e f f ec t iv e  e n o u g h  civil 

s o c i e t y  i n s t i t u t i o n .
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U z b e k i s t a n  is e x p e c t e d  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  e le c t i o n s  th i s  

y e a r .  T h e y  d r a w  p eop le  of  n e w  fo rm a t i o n ,  w i t h  m o d e r n  

w o r l d v i e w ,  w h i c h  bui ld  u p  d u r i n g  re fo rm s .  T h e  s t a r t i n g  

po in t  o f  v e r y  p r o c e s s  w a s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P r o g r a m  of 

P e r s o n n e l  T r a in in g ,  a d o p t e d  a t  t h e  in i t i a t ive  of U z b e k  

P r e s i d e n t  in 1997.  I t  h a s  d e s i g n e d  on  t h e  g r o u n d  of 

t h e  L a w  « O n  e d u c a t i o n »  a n d  de f in ed  a s t r a t e g y  —  

u p b r i n g i n g  of n e w  g e n e r a t i o n  wi th  h igh  cu l tura l ,  c rea t ive  

a n d  soc ia l  ac t iv i ty ,  ab le  to  se l f -o r i en ta t io n  on  socia l  and 

poli t ical  life, t o  s e t  f u r t h e r  g oa ls  a n d  t o  so lve  t h e m .

H a v i n g  p r o c e e d e d  on  n e c e s s i t y  of u p b r i n g i n g  y o u n g  

p e o p l e  in s p i r i t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  v a l u e s ,  

c o m m i t m e n t  to  t h e  n a t io n a l  idea a  n e w  2 0 0 9 — 2 0 1 0  

y e a r  in U z b e k  n a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  h a s  def ined as 

t h e  y e a r  of t h e  e f f e c t iv en e s s  of s p i r i tu a l  and  e n l i g h t e n s  

a r r a n g e m e n t s .

A c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  S t a t e  na t io na l  p r o g r a m  of school  

e d u c a t i o n  t e x t b o o k s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  m a n u a l s  a r e  pub l i she d  

in t h e  l a n g u a g e s  of v a r io u s  n a t i o n s  l iving in U z b e k i s t a n ,  

e n a b l i n g  t h u s  e a c h  y o u n g  c i t i z e n  of t h e  c o u n t r y  to  

s t u d y  on  the i r  na t iv e  la n g u a g e .  This  U z b e k  exper ience  —  

is u n i q u e  for  t h e  w h o l e  C e n t r a l  Asia.

P e r h a p s ,  t h a t  is w i s d o m  of t h e  E a s t  —  unl ike  s o m e  

c o u n t r i e s ,  w h e r e  i n t e r e s t s  a i m e d  a t  b u s in e s s ,  m a k i n g  

m o n e y  a n d  t h e  y o u n g  g e n e r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  m u s t  s t r e n g t h  

d e m o c r a t i c  va lu e s ,  is f o r got te n .»
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P arw iz  MOREWEDGE 
Professor of philosophy an d  social sciences 

of New York S ta te  U nivers ity
(USA )

«The  R epu b l ic  of U z b e k i s t a n  for  o v e r  18 y e a r s  of 
i n d e p e n d e n c e  h a s  r e a c h e d  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  e c o n o m i c  
g r o w t h ,  pol it i cal  a n d  civil s t ab i l i ty ,  a s  wel l  a s  e c o n o m i c ,  
po li t ical  a n d  soc ia l  f r eedo m .

T h e  r e s u l t s  of m y  lo n g - t e r m  s t u d i e s  h a v e  r ev ea le d  
t h a t  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d s  of c iv i l iza t ion  a n d  id e a s  of g loba l  
l e a d e r s h i p  s hou ld  no t  be s e a r c h  in th e  h i s to ry  of G r e e c e ,  
Ro m e ,  India,  e tc . ,  bu t  n a m e l y  in t h e  h i s to ry  of U z b e k i s t a n  
a n d  o t h e r  C e n t r a l  A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s .  Is is n e c e s s a r y  to  
n o t e  t h e  c r e a t i v e  role of t h e  U z b e k  n a t i o n  in or ig in  of 
t h e o r i e s  of d e m o c r a c y ,  s o c i e t y  a n d  c iv i l iza t ion  in As ia  
a n d  E u ro p e .

Pol i t ica l  p h i lo so ph y .  U z b e k  t h i n k e r s  w e r e  p i o n e e r s  
in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n .  E x a m p l e s  c an  
be g i v e n  f rom Ibn S i n a ’s  ( A v i c e n n a )  pol i t ical  p h i l o s o p h y  
t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of A m i r  T e m u r ’s g o v e r n m e n t .

T h e o r y  of  r e a l i t y .  R e f e r r i n g  t o  P r e s i d e n t  I s l a m  
K ar im ov,  I w o u l d  l ike t o  u n d e r s c o r e  hi s  r e je c t io n  of t h e  
m y t h  of « n a t u r a l  se l f - r e l ia n ce  a n d  s e l f - r e g u l a t i o n  of 
e c o n o m y  a n d  u n a c c e p t a b i l i t y  o f  s t a t e  s u p p o r t » .  
U z b e k i s t a n  l e a d e r s h i p ’s c r i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  t o w a r d  
d o g m a t i s m  a n d  bl ind idea l i s m i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  p r e s e n t -  
d a y  c o n c e p t i o n  a n d  v is ion  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h i c h  t h e  socia l  
s y s t e m  is b e i n g  r e o r g a n i z e d  a n d  r e n e w e d .

T h e o r y  of  S o c ie ty .  T h e  u n i v e r s a l l y  n o t i o n  of 
d e m o c r a c y  a n d  s o c i a l  o r d e r  i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  of P r e s i d e n t  I s la m  K a r i m o v  c o n t a i n s  fou r
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i m p o r t a n t  in s i g h t s  t h a t  c a n  se r v e  a s  a p a r a d i g m  for 
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  faced t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  of g loba l iza t ion .

A s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  m e n t i o n e d ,  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u ld  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a c h i e v i n g  b a l a n c e  
a m o n g  legislative,  ex e c u t i v e  and  judicial  p o w e r s  to reform 
a n d  m o d e r n i z e  t h e  life of t h e  c o u n t r y .  P r e s i d e n t  I s la m 
K a r i m o v  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  t a r g e t  of t h e  

c o u n t r y  w a s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  p r i n c ip l e  of « t r ans i t i on  
f rom  a  s t r o n g  s t a t e  t o  a s t r o n g  civil s o c ie ty » .  T h e  
c o u n t r y  is c a rd in a l ly  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  role of poli t ical  
p a r t i e s  a n d  civil  i n s t i t u t e s  in a d o p t i o n  of i m p o r t a n t  
s t a t e  dec is ion s .  M e m b e r s  of t h e  p a r l i a m e n t ,  poli t ical  
p a r t i e s  a n d  N G O s  s e r v e  a s  t h e  m a i n  too l  of public 
c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of s t a t e  s t r u c t u r e s .

D e m o c r a c y .  P r e s i d e n t  K a r i m o v ’s v i s i o n  of  
d e m o c r a c y  in c lu d es  t h e  v ie w ,  i .e.  r espon s ib i l i ty  of his  
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  p rovi de  soc ia l  s e c u r i t y  for t h e  c i t i zens  
of U z b e k i s t a n  w h o  h a v e  t h e  r ig h t  for  labor ,  medica l  
se rv ice ,  soc ia l  p r ov is i on  e tc .

Economy. W h i le  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  c o u n t r i e s  c l ash  
w i t h  e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s ,  U z b e k i s t a n ,  t h a n k s  t o  i t s  
l e a d e r s h i p , h a s  t u r n e d  in to  a  m o d e l  of e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  
a n d  p r o g r e s s .  In J u l y  t h i s  y e a r  t h e  M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r  
of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M o n e t a r y  F u n d  D o m i n i c  S t ro ss -  
K a h n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  an t i - c r i s i s  s t e p s ,  u n d e r t a k e n  by 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  a r e  t h e  m o s t  e ffect ive  
a m o n g  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  of t h e  r e g io n .  U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  
b e e n  i n n o v a t iv e  in m i t i g a t i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  of t h e  global  
f inanc ial  crisis.

I t  s h o u l d  be  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  U z b e k i s t a n ’ 
e c o n o m i c  m o d e l  of d e v e l o p m e n t  is o n e  of t h e  m o s t
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ef fic ient  in t h e  w or ld .  It a c t u a l l y  did n o t  suf fe r  f rom  t h e  
g lo ba l  f inanc ia l  cri sis .

T h e  u n i q u e  e c o n o m i c  m od e l  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  in i ts  
t u r n ,  p r o m o t e s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of d e m o c r a c y  in t h e  
c o u n t r y .  In t h i s  r e g a r d  it  m u s t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  c e l e b r a t e s  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  of 
t h e  m e t h o d s  u sed  in U z b e k i s t a n  to  c o n d u c t  publ ic  affairs.

T h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of t h e  p r in c ip le  «f rom a  s t r o n g  
s t a t e  t o  a s t r o n g  civil so c ie ty »  d i r e c t l y  p r o m o t e s  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of d e m o c r a c y  in t h e  c o u n t r y .  In t h i s  r e g a rd  
t h e  sp ec ia l  role is g i v e n  to  t h e  t r a d i t io n a l  d e m o c r a t i c  
i n s t i t u t i o n  —  m a k h a l l a .  T h i s  is a n  u n i q u e  s o c i a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n  a m o n g  o t h e r s  t h a t  is t h e  fo u n d a t i o n  of civil 
so c i e ty .

It m a y  be  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  U z b e k i s t a n ’s  a c h i e v e m e n t s  
m a y  be  o b s e r v e d  no t  on ly  in e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b u t  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  m e c h a n i s m s  t o  e n s u r e  p e r f e c t i o n  of  
e l e c t i o n s  p r o c e s s e s  in t h e  c o u n t r y .

E d u c a t i o n .  A n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of  d e m o c r a c y  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  P r e s i d e n t  K a r i m o v ’s v i ew ,  a r e  t h e  r i g h t s  
of c i t i z e n s  for  e d u c a t i o n .  A f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  t h e  m id dl e  
s c ho ol ,  U z b e k  ch i ld re n  h a v e  t h e  r ig h t  t o  t r a i n i n g  a s  
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  sk i l l ed  w o r k e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n .  If t o  s p e a k  a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ’s  d e v e l o p m e n t  
in soc ia l  s p h e r e ,  t h e n  w e  s h o u ld  n o t e  t h a t  51 p e r c e n t  of 
t h e  s t a t e  b u d g e t  a r e  a l lo ted  for  soc ia l  p u r p o s e s ,  and  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e a l t h c a r e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .

T h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s  in t h e  ju d i c ia l  s y s t e m  of 
U z b e k i s t a n  d u r i n g  i t s  I n d e p e n d e n c e  h a v e  s e r v e d  
p r o t e c t i o n  of  f u n d a m e n t a l  h u m a n  r ig h t s ,  f r e e d o m s  a n d  
s e c u r i t y .  U z b e k i s t a n  abo l i s he d  t h e  d e a t h  p e n a l t y .

In t h i s  m a n n e r , t h e  c o u n t r y  is f a c i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
t h e  c h a l l e n g e  of g l o b a l i za t i o n .  In o r d e r  t o  c o m p r e h e n d
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t h e  e s s e n c e  of U z b e k i s t a n  e c o n o m i c  p r o g r e s s  led by 
P r e s i d e n t  K a r i m o v ’s g o v e r n m e n t ,  w e  need  t o  c o m e  b a c k  
U z b e k i s t a n ’s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  w o r l d  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  U z b e k  t h e o r i e s  of s o c i e t y  a l w a y s  w e r e  
b a s e d  of w i s d o m  of g r e a t  a n c e s t o r s  a n d  t h e  na t iona l  
t r a d i t i o n s  of t h e  people .  G r e a t  ph i l o so p h e r s ,  s c i e n t i s t s  
and  re lig ious t h in k e r s  —  Ibn Sino,  a l-Khorezmi,  al-Beruni ,  
I m a m  a l - Bu kh a r i ,  N a q s h b a n d i  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  a s  well  
a s  t h e  s t a t e s m a n  A m i r  T e m u r  h a v e  b e e n  a s y m b o l  of 
c o n t i n u o u s  h i s to r i ca l  h e r i t a g e  of U z b e k  s t a t e h o o d . »

A lexander TSINKER 
President,  In te rn a t io n a l  

Expert C en ter  for Electoral Systems
(Israe l)

«In t h e  p r o c e s s  of d e m o c r a t i c  r e fo rm s  in a n y  c o u n t r y ,  
i n c lu d i ng  t h e  Republ ic  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  it is ve ry  i m p o r t a n t  
t o  de v e lo p  s u c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  civil s o c i e ty  a s  poli t ical  
p a r t i e s .  T h e i r  e f f e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n i n g  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  
p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r e s t s  and  r i g h ts  of v a r io us  s t r a t a  
of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  p lu ra l i s m in s o c ie ty  and 
u l t i m a t e l y  lead to  s i gn i f i can t  d e m o c r a t i c  r e fo rm s  in t h e  
c o u n t r y .

... S p e a k i n g  of t h e  p r o c e s s  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a m u l t i 
p a r t y  s y s t e m  in U z b e k i s t a n ,  it is n e c e s s a r y  to  n o te  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  L a w  a d o p t e d  on th e  
in i t i a t iv e  of P r e s i d e n t  I s la m  K a r im o v  «O n s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
t h e  role of poli t ical  p a r t i e s  in t h e  r e n e w a l  an d  f u r t h e r  
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of s t a t e  g o v e r n a n c e  and  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  
of  t h e  c o u n t r y »  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e
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f r a m e w o r k  t o  s t r u c t u r e  pol i t ical  i n t e r e s t s  of v o t e r s  and  
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  g r o u p s .

... T o d a y  w e  c a n  s p e a k  a b o u t  c e r t a i n  r e s u l t s  —  t h e r e  
has  b e e n  a c t i v e n e s s  of g r o u p s  in t h e  Leg is la t iv e  C h a m b e r  
of P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  g r o u p s  in t h e  local 
K e n g h a s h e s  of P e o p l e ’s D e p u t i e s .  T hi s ,  u n d o u b t e d l y ,  
e n h a n c e d  t h e  role a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  ful ler  re a l i za t i on  of t h e  
func t ion s  of publ ic cont ro l  ov e r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  act ivi t ies.

... I w o u ld  l ike t o  n o t e  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s  of 
t h e  e l e c t i o n s  p ro ces s .

Le g is la t io n .  T h e  e le c to ra l  s y s t e m  a n d  le g i s la t io n  in 
U z b e k i s t a n  a r e  deve lop ed  on  t h e  o n e  hand ,  in a c c o r d a n c e  
w i t h  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n iz e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  
s t a n d a r d s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  —  w i t h  a l ev e l  of  s o c i a l  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  m e n t a l i t y  of t h e  people  
of t h e  c o u n t r y .

O r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  p r o f e s s io n a l i s m .  T h e  d a y  befo re  
th e  e lec t ion ,  I vi s i ted m a n y  pol l ing  s t a t i o n s  in S a m a r k a n d  
a n d  t a lk e d  w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c o m m i t t e e s .  All m y  
a t t e m p t s  «to p a in t  t h e m  in to  a co r n e r »  by  c r e a t i o n  of 
n o n - s t a n d a r d  s i t u a t i o n s  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  s u c c e s s f u l .  
M e m b e r s  of t h e  c o m m i t t e e s  w e r e  v e r y  w e l l -p re p a red ,  
and  I felt  t h a t  t h o s e  w e r e  n o t  t h e i r  f irst  e l ec t io ns .

... It is n e c e s s a r y  to  n o t e  t h e  w o r k  of t h e  C e n t r a l  
E l ec t i on  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h ic h  h a s  a d o p t e d  t h e  C o n c e p t i o n  
on  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  h o l d i n g  of e l e c t i o n s  to  le g is la t iv e  
an d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bo d ie s  of pov/е г  a t  all l eve ls .  I t s  
im p l e m e n t a t i o n  will a l low to  hold t h e  u p c o m i n g  e lec t ions  
a t  h igh d e m o c r a t i c  level.  T h e  C o n c e p t i o n  c le a r ly  de f ines  
t h a t  w o r k  of t h e  s y s t e m  of e le c to ra l  c o m m i t t e e s ,  bodies  
of p o w e r  a s  wel l  a s  of pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  in vo lve d  in to  t h e
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e le c to ra l  p r o c e s s  will  be  a i m e d  a t  e n s u r i n g  s t e a d y  and  
u n c o n d i t i o n a l  o b s e r v a n c e  o v e r  t h e  leg i s la t io n  d u r i n g  
t h e  e le c t io ns .

U n d o u b t e d l y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  l e g is la t iv e  b ase ,  o r g a n i 
z a t i o n a l ,  legal ,  m a t e r i a l  a n d  t e c h n ic a l  co nd i t io n s  t h a t  
e n s u r e  free a n d  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of c i t i zens ,po l i t i ca l  
p a r t i e s  in e le c to ra l  p r o c e s s e s ,  rel iable  g u a r a n t e e s  for  full 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of  t h e i r  e l e c t o r a l  r i g h t s  h a v e  b e e n  
c r e a t e d  in U z b e k i s t a n .  M o d e r n i z a t i o n  of t h e  e lec tora l  
s y s t e m ,  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b o d i e s  in 
U z b e k i s t a n  h a v e  b e c o m e  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  for  
i m p r o v i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e ,  s e n s e  of j u s t i c e  a m o n g  
p o p u la t i o n ,  for  d e e p e n i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of fo rm a t io n  of 
t h e  d e m o c r a t i c ,  l egal  s t a t e  a n d  b a s e s  for civil soc ie ty.»

M ehmet EROL 
D irec to r,  In s t i tu te  of S tra teg ic  S tudies

(Turkey)

«The  R epub l ic  of U z b e k i s t a n  is o n e  of t h e  reg iona l  
p o w e r s  t h a t  s in c e r e ly  a s p i r e s  t o  bui ld t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  
s t a t e  a n d  civil so c ie ty .  M o r e  t h a n  five t h o u s a n d  H G O s  
sp ec ia l iz ed  in v a r i o u s  fields a r e  w o r k i n g  in U z b e k i s t a n .  
T h e  P u b l i c  Y o u t h  M o v e m e n t  « K a m o l o t » ,  F u n d s  
« M a k h a l l a »  an d  « N u r o n y » ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c ia t i o n  of 
Ele c t ron ic  M a s s - M e d i a ,  C o m m i t t e e  of W o m e n  and  o th e r s  
c a n  be c o n s i d e r e d  a s  in i t i a t i ves  of t h e  civil s o c ie ty  t h a t  
e n j o y  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e .  C r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  
P a r l i a m e n t a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  on  M a n a g e m e n t  of  t h e  
F u n d s  of t h e  Pu bl ic  F u n d  t o  S u p p o r t  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t
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of Civil  S o c i e t y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  te s t i f ie s  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of 
t h e  s t a t e  in m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of t h e s e  i n s t i tu t i o n s .

... M a k h a l l a ,  w h i c h  p la ys  a n  ac t i ve  role in t o d a y ’s 
U z b e k i s t a n ,  is t h e  s e q u e n t i a l  of a n c i e n t  t r a d i t i o n s .  
A f te r  g a i n i n g  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  i m p o r t a n c e  of m a k h a l l a  in 
p o p u l a t i o n ’s p o l i t i c a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  h ig h l y  
e v a l u a t e d .  T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  R epub l i c  of U z b e 
k i s t a n  c o n t a i n s  a lega l  n o r m  e n c o u r a g i n g  m a h a l l a ’s  
ac t iv i ty .

T h e  role of m a h a l l a  in r a l ly in g  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  s o c i e t y  
in t h e  p r o c e s s  of d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  is g r e a t .  W e  s h o u ld  
c o n s i d e r  t h i s  i n s t i t u t e  a s  a for m  of  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
e a s t e r n  d e m o c r a c y .  T h e  s y s t e m  of m a k h a l l a  pr o v id es  a 
p l a t f o r m ,  w h i c h  r e f l e c t s  t r a d i t i o n s ,  h i s t o r y ,  c u l t u r e ,  
m e n t a l i t y  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of t h e  people .  In t h i s  re sp e c t ,  
U z b e k i s t a n  c a n  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  m o d e l  of  e a s t e r n  
d e m o c r a c y .

A s  it h a s  b e e n  r e m a r k e d  by I s la m K ar im ov,  P r e s i d e n t  
of U z b e k i s t a n ,  d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t e s  s h o u l d  r e f le c t  
m e n t a l i t y  a n d  p e c u l i a r i t y  of c u l t u r e  of t h e  people .  It is 
k n o w n  t h a t  m o d e l s  of w e s t e r n  d e m o c r a c y  a r e  b a s e d  on 
t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  of in d iv id u a l i sm  a n d  e x t r e m e  po l i t i z a t i on  
of m a s s e s .  T h e  E a s t  bu i ld s  d e m o c r a c y  on  t h e  ba s i s  of 
i d e a s  of  c o l l e c t i v i s m  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  of  s o c i a l  
conv ic t io ns . »
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FROM  FOREIGN PARTICIPANTS’ INTERVIEW S 
AT «ROUND-TABLE» TO REPRESENTATIVES 
OF TH E NATIONAL INFORMATION AGENCY 

OF UZBEKISTAN —  UZA

Parw iz  MOREWEDGE 
Professor of philosophy an d  social sciences 

of New York State  University  
( th e  U nited  S ta tes)

« M a s s - m e d i a  a r e  h igh ly  deve loped .  T h a t  is i m p o r t a n t  
for  a d e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e .  I c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h i s  is c o n c r e t e  
r e s u l t  of t h e  r e f o r m s  car r i ed  o u t  in U z b e k i s t a n .

T h e  l i t e ra cy  level  of e l e c t o r a t e  is v e r y  s ign i f ican t  for 
h o l d i n g  of f ree  e le c t i o n s .  T h e  h e a d  of y o u r  s t a t e  pay s  
p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
t r a i n i n g .  It is a q u e s t i o n  no t  on ly  of s c h o o l b o y s  and  
s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  a l so  of n u m e r o u s  m a s s - m e d i a ,  t h r o u g h  
w h i c h  e l e c t o r a t e  re c e iv e s  all n e c e s s a r y  in fo rm at i on .

... T o d a y  U z b e k i s t a n  is v e r y  deve lo p e d  eco n o m ic a l l y ,  
b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  it faces  an  ob je c t ive  to  dev e lo p  in 
t h e  s e n s e  of h o ld in g  of d e m o c r a t i c  e lec t ions .  D e m o c r a c y  
is t h a t  w h e n  t h e  p eop le  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t .

U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  c o r r e c t l y  c h o s e n  i ts  w a y .  A g r e a t  
n u m b e r  of M u s l i m s  a n d  a d h e r e n t s  of o t h e r  re l ig ions  
l ive he re ,  p e a c e  is s e c u r e d .  U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  i t s  o w n  
f e a t u r e s  of d e m o c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  i n s t i t u t e  of 
m a h a l l a ,  w h e r e  i n t e r e s t s  of v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  of  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  a t  t h e  local  level a re ,  is a vivid e x a m p l e  of 
t h e s e  f e a tu r e s .  M a k h a l l a  p r o m o t e s  ide as  of d e m o c r a c y  
a m o n g  c i t i zens ,  it is o n e  of t h e  i m p o r t a n t  d e m o c r a t i c
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m e c h a n i s m s  of t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in e le c t i o n s ,e x p r e s s i o n  
of i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  people .

In U z b e k i s t a n ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  d o e s  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  
o n e  of t h e  p a r t i e s ,  it d o e s  no t  m a k e  a n y  s e l e c t i o n s  
a m o n g  t h e m ,  a n d  it is r igh t .  T h e  e x i s t i n g  p a r t i e s  ref lec t  
i n t e r e s t s  of y o u r  mu l t i -mi l l ion  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  e a c h  of 
t h e m  s h o u ld  t a k e  i t s  defin i te  pos i t ion  in o r d e r  t o  e x p r e s s  
i n t e r e s t s  a n d  wil l  of t h e  people .»

M ukham m ad  Asif NUR 
Editor-in-Chief, 

«Diplomatic Insigh t»  m agaz ine  
(P a k is ta n )

«18 y e a r s  of i n d e p e n d e n c e  for a c o u n t r y  is a sm a l l  
t e r m ,  b u t  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  in U z b e k i s t a n  in r e s p e c t  
of d e m o c r a t i c  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s .

Civil  s o c i e t y  i n s t i t u t e s  p lay  a la rg e  role in soc ia l  
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n ,  a n d  it s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e s e  i n s t i t u t e s  is spec i f ica l ly  v a lu e d  
in y o u r  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  c a n  be s e e n  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
of t h e  i n s t i t u t e  of m a k h a l l a .

T h e r e  is t h e  s i m i l a r  i n s t i t u t e  in P a k i s t a n .  It is a 
c o m m u n i t y  of c i t i z e n s  jo i ned  to  so lve  a c t u a l  p r o b l e m s  
o r  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  o w n  opin ion .  T h i s  i n s t i t u t e  p l a y s  an  
i m p o r t a n t  role in f o rm a t i o n  of t h e  civil so c ie ty .

I w a s  g la d  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  
Eco lo g ic a l  M o v e m e n t  in U z b e k i s t a n .  Ye t ,  t h e r e  is no  
s u c h  a m o v e m e n t  in m a n y  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e  r e s u l t s  of i ts  
w o r k  will  no t  k e e p  y o u  w a i t in g .  I a m  s u r e  it wil l  be  a 
s t r o n g  i n s t i t u t i o n  in t h e  e m e r g i n g  civil so c ie ty .
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It s h o u ld  be  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  15 s e a t s  in 
t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  g r a n t e d  t o  Eco log ica l  M o v e m e n t .  This  
g i v e s  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  in i s s u e s  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to  lobby  v i ta l  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  po pu la t i o n  
on  a  h i g h e r  level  a n d  t o  so lve  t h e  p ro b l e m s  t h r o u g h  
t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in t h e  P a r l i a m e n t .

I be l ieve  t h a t  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  e le c t i o n s  will  be  he ld 
in o p e n  a n d  fair w a y ,  in co nd i t io n s  of s t r o n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  
b e t w e e n  pol i t i ca l  p a r t i e s .  C h a n g e s  a n d  a m e n d m e n t s  
m a d e  to  t h e  e l e c to r a l  l aw  are  t h e  po s i t iv e  e x p e r i e n c e  
of U z b e k i s t a n .  T h e y  e x t e n d  a n d  i m p ro v e  ef ficiency of 
t h e  pol i t ical  p a r t i e s ’ p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in e lec t i ons .

T h e  e l e c t o r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  in t h e  c o u n t r y  is b e i n g  
i m p r o v e d  t h a t  m e e t s  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
law. T h e  pr inc ip l es  of d e m o c ra t ic  e lec t ions  a r e  re spec ted ,  
s u c h  a s  o p e n n e s s ,  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  g r o w i n g  role of t h e  
m e d i a ,  p rovi s io n  of e a c h  d e p u t y  w i t h  t i m e  in t h e  a ir  and  
pr in t  m e d i a  t o  e x pl a in  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s  and  to  b r in g  to  
t h e i r  e l e c t o r a t e  t h e  l a r g e s t  a m o u n t  of in fo rm at io n .  All 
t h i s  is a c o m p e l l i n g  e v id e n c e  of d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of t h e  
e le c to r a l  p r oce ss .»

Clark  PLEXICO 
Director, Office of the  

N ational D em ocratic  In s t i tu te  
(USA) in Uzbekistan

«... L a r g e  c h a n g e s  in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  of 
U z b e k i s t a n  a r e  o b v i o u s  a n d  und en iab l e .  V i s i t i n g  y o u r  
c o u n t r y ,  I s e e  h o w  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  ach ie v e d  in c r e a t i o n  
of t h e  pol i t ical  fo u n d a t i o n s  of d e m o c r a c y  and  s t r o n g
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civil s o c i e t y  i n s t i t u t e s ,  f i rst  of all, pol i t ical  pa r t ie s .  T h e  
fact  t h a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  E l e c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  c r e a t e s  e q u a l  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for c a n d i d a t e s  t o  d e p u t i e s  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  
in t h e  e l e c t i o n s  is a l so  pos i t ive .  T h u s  t h e  m e d i a  b e c o m e  
an  e ffect ive  i n t e r m e d i a r y  b e t w e e n  c a n d i d a t e s  a n d  t h e  
e l e c t o r a t e .

... M a k h a l l a  b e c a m e  a b a s i s  for f u r t h e r  a d v a n c e  of 
d e m o c r a c y  in U z b e k i s t a n .  T h i s  i n s t i t u te ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  
c r e a t e d  on  e le c te d  bas i s ,  c a n  be c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a sc hoo l  
of d e m o c r a c y  a n d  p e o p l e ’s p o w e r .  A s  a w h o l e ,  t h e  
e v o l u t i o n a r y  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of e le c to ra l  
an d  pol i t ica l  s y s t e m s  c h o s e n  b y  U z b e k i s t a n  is v e r y  
r e m a rk a b le .»

Nalin  K um ar MOHAPATRA 
Expert, School of I n te rn a t io n a l  S tudies 

of J. Nehru U nivers i ty  
( In d ia )

«The d e e p  d e m o c r a t i c  r e f o r m s  a re  b e i n g  i m p l e m e n t e d  
in U z b e k i s t a n .  T h u s  it is m o s t l y  i m p o r t a n t  to  avo id  a n y  
im p o s i t io n  of v a l u e s  f rom t h e  o u ts id e .  E a c h  s t a t e  fas 
i ts  o w n  va lu es ,  w h i c h  a r e  to  b e  t a k e n  in to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
in t h e  p r o c e s s  of d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n .

T h e  R epubl ic  of U z b e k i s t a n  c r e a t e s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
for  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of civi l  s o c i e t y ,  m a k i n g  g r e a t  
a c h i e v e m e n t s  on  t h i s  p a t h ,  a n d  t h e  s t a t e ’s  po l icy  of 
g r a d u a l  r e f o r m s  t a k e s  in to  a c c o u n t  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  role 
of i t s i n s t i t u t e s ,  t h a t  in i t s  t u r n  pr o v id es  t h e  s ta b i l i t y  of 
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s .  T h e  g r o w t h  of e c o n o m y
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a n d  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of e c o n o m ic a l  a n d  pol i t ical  life 
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e  i n d i c a t o r s  of  i t s  s u s t a i n a b l e  
d e v e l o p m e n t .

T h e  civil s o c i e t y  p la ys  a n  i m p o r t a n t  role in s u p p o r t  
of d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s e s  in t h e  c o u n t r y .  It s tab i l iz es  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m ,  a c t i n g  a s  a n e c e s s a r y  p i l l a r  
c o m p o n e n t  of t h e  in s t i t u t i ona l  s t r u c t u r e s  of g o v e r n a n c e .  
N o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in U z b e k i s t a n  he lp  to  
m a i n t a i n  a b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  p o w e r  a n d  so c ie ty ,  and  
o p e r a t e  in m a n y  s p h e r e s  of publ ic  life.

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  is t h e  e n h a n c e m e n t  of 
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  l e g a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  U z b e k i s t a n ’s 
p o p u l a t i o n .  T h is  pol icy  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  su c c e s s fu l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of pol it i cal  s y s t e m  a n d  a l lo ws  e n g a g i n g  
in c o n s t r u c t i v e  d i a lo g u e  w i t h  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e r e  
a r e  m o r e  t h a n  f iv e  t h o u s a n d  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  
o r g a n iz a t io n s  in U z b e k i s t a n  t h a t  ad d re s s  w o m e n ’s i ssues,  
p r o b le m s  of e n v i r o n m e n t ,  youth ,  and  bus iness .  T h e  Public 
F u n d  of S u p p o r t  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  is e s ta b l i s h e d ,  and 
t h e r e  is a  c o n s t a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t a t e  and  
civil so c ie ty .  T h i s  is a g r e a t  s u c c e s s .

... T h e  s t u d y  of U z b e k i s t a n ’s  e x p e r i e n c e  s h o w s  th a t ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  g i v in g  t h e  spec ia l  legal s t a t u s  t o  t h e  i n s t i tu te  
o f  m a k h a l l a ,  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a t m o s p h e r e  f o r  i t s  
d e v e l o p m e n t  is c r e a t e d ,  so  t h a t  m a k h a l l a  cou ld  b e c o m e  
a n  in i t i a to r  in a d d r e s s i n g  a n d  s o lv in g  m a n y  p ro b le m s .  It 
is i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w i t h  th i s  t h e  na t i ona l  t r a d i t i o n s  and  
c o n v e n t i o n a l  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  t a k e n  in t o  
a c c o u n t .  I a m  s u r e  t h a t  in t h e  f u tu r e  t h e  i n s t i t u t e  of 
m a k h a l l a ,  t a k i n g  in to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i ts  s ig n i f i can t  role 
in t h e  p r o c e s s  of fo rm a t io n  of t h e  civil so c ie ty ,  will he lp  
to  a c h i e v e  t h e  h i g h e r  level  of d e m o c r a c y .  All t h i s  c an  
be  a g o o d  e x a m p l e  for  o t h e r  co u n t r i e s .
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... It is diff icult  t o  o v e r e s t i m a t e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of 
i n d e p e n d e n t  m e d ia .  T h e  b e t t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  of m e d i a  is, 
t h e  m o r e  a c t i v e  is d e v e l o p m e n t  of d e m o c r a c y  in t h e  
s o c i e t y .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  of  U z b e k i s t a n  p a y s  d u e  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  i s s ue ,  a n d  I be l ieve  t h a t  in t h e  f u t u r e  
yo u  will  a c h i e v e  g o o d  r e s u l t s  in t h i s  sp h e re .»

Talkha BALIK 
Editor-in-Chief, «Bosporus» new spaper

(T urkey)

« W e  se e ,  t h a t  by i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  role  of i n s t i t u t e s  of 
civil so c i e ty ,  t h e  s t a t e  c r e a t e s  c o n d i t i o n s  for  e x p a n s i o n  
of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  c i t i z e n s  in t h e  de c i s io n  of m a n y  
q u e s t i o n s .  I t ’s  p l e a s a n t ,  t h a t  in U z b e k i s t a n  c l o s e  
i n t e r a c t i o n  of civil s o c i e t y  a n d  s t a t e  is p rovided» .

B arbara  POTRATA 
E xpert,  Forum  on C en tra l  Asia 

a t  C am bridge U nivers ity  
(U K )

« S t u d y i n g  U z b e k i s t a n  e x p e r i e n c e  of b u i l d in g  a civil 
so c ie ty ,  y o u  c o m e  t o  c o n c lu s io n :  w h e n  publ ic  i n s t i t u t e s  
a r e  fo r m e d  c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  b e c o m e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  s t ab le ,  
t h e y  c a n  p a r t i c i p a t e  m o r e  a c t i v e l y  a n d  f ru i t fu l ly  in 
poli t ical ,  in c lu d i ng  e lec t ion s ,  p r oc ess e s .»
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Bogdana BABICH 
D irector, In s t i tu te  of P ractica l  Policy

(U kra ine )

«The  q u o t a  s y s t e m  in t h e  leg is la t ion  of U z b e k i s t a n  
is i n t r o d u c e d  for t h e  f irst  t i m e .  U n i q u e  possibi l i t i es  for 
t h e  d e c i s io n  a t  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  level  of e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
p r o b l e m s  a r e  g i v e n  t o  E c o l o g i c a l  M o v e m e n t .  I 
u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  in U z b e k i s t a n  t h i s  q u o t a  h a s  b e e n  
i n t r o d u c e d  —  n o w a d a y s  eco lo g y  p r o b le m  is on  t h e  first 
p l a c e  in  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e r e f o r e  a c t i v i t y  of  s u c h  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  the i r  s t a t e  s u p p o r t  a re  pos i t ive  factors.  
Clea r ly ,  t h a t  t h e  f u tu r e  of a n y  c o u n t r y  is, f irst  of all, 
h e a l t h  of i t s c i t i zens .  If c i t i z e n s  a re  h e a l th y ,  t h e y  c an  
dev e lo p  t h e  s t a t e .  U z b e k i s t a n  conf i rm s  in t e r e s t  in he a l th  
of t h e i r  c i t i z ens ,  a n d  i t ’s  a n  e x a m p l e  for o t h e r  co u n t r ie s .

... C r e a t i o n  in U z b e k i s t a n  of  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  
C o m m i s s i o n  on m e a n s  m a n a g e m e n t  of P ubl ic  F u n d  of 
S u p p o r t  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  of n o n - s t a t e  n o n - c o m m e r c i a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t e s  of civil  s o c i e t y  I 
c o n s i d e r  a s  a c o r r e c t  s tep .  It p ro v id es  i n d e p e n d e n c e  of 
public assoc ia t ions ,  object ivi ty in di st r ibut ion of ass ignable  
m e a n s  of t h e  s t a te .»

M inori OKOCHI 
Professor Assistant of law depa rtm en t  

of Nagoya University  
(Ja p a n )

« I n t r o d u c t i o n  of  d e p u t y  q u o t a  f o r  E c o l o g i c a l  
M o v e m e n t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  eco logica l  
s i t u a t i o n  in t h e  reg ion .  It will  p o s s e s s  t h e  s a m e  r ig h ts  

in t h e  h i g h e r  leg is la t ive  bo dy  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a s  well  a s
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poli t ical  p ar t ie s .  It will g ive ,  in i ts  t u r n ,  poss ib i l i ty  to  

s o lv e  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e ly  i s s u e s  of e c o l o g y  a n d  pu b l i c  
h e a l t h  se rvice .»

4

V lad im ir  LAFITSKI 
Deputy  Director, In s t i tu te  of L egisla tion  

and  C om para tive  Law S tud ies  u n d e r  
the  Governm ent of the  R ussian  F edera t ion

«P ro fo u n d  s t u d y i n g  of m a k h a l l a  i n s t i t u t e  s h o w s  t h a t  
t h r o u g h o u t  m a n y  c e n t u r i e s  it w a s  t h e  k e e p e r  of spi r i tua l-  

m o r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  U z b e k  n a t i o n ,  i ts  c u l t u r e  and  

t r a d i t i o n s  d u e  to  w h i c h  t o d a y  t h e  y o u n g  g e n e r a t i o n  is 

e d u c a t e d .  M a h a l l a  is a n  o r ig in a l  form of i n t e r a c t i o n  

b e t w e e n  s o c i e ty  a n d  s t a t e .

... W e  w e r e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  in U z b e k i s t a n  t h e  

n e t w o r k  of n o n - s t a t e  te le -  a n d  r a d io  c o m p a n i e s  w h i c h  

i n fo rm  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o c c u r r i n g  in 

t h e  c o u n t r y  a re  s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e v e l o p i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  all 

c o n d i t i o n s  in U z b e k i s t a n  for  n o n - s t a t e  m a s s  m e d i a  to  

a c t i v e l y  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in s o c i a l  life, 

i n c l u d i n g  e le c t i o n s .

... S p e a k i n g  a b o u t  q u o t a  s e a t s  in t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  for 

E c o l o g i c a l  M o v e m e n t ,  it is q u i t e  r i g h t  t a k i n g  i n t o  

a c c o u n t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  h a v e  a r i s en  

in U z b e k i s t a n ,  and  i m p o r t a n c e  of d i r e c t i o n  of c r e a t i v e  

a c t i v i t y  of t h e  people  in t h e i r  de c is ion .
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I c o n s i d e r , t h a t  in t r oduc t io n  of th i s  q u o t a  co r r e sp o n d s  

to  a n y  s t a n d a r d .  It e x i s t s  in s o m e  c o u n t r i e s .  U n d e r  th e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  of  I r e l a n d ,  in u p p e r  c h a m b e r  of t h e  

p a r l i a m e n t  t h e r e  a re  q u o t a s  of d e p u t y  s e a t s  for A c a d e m y  

of S c i e n c e s ,  in t h e  S c a n d i n a v i a n  c o u n t r i e s  and  F r a n c e  

w hi le  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  E u r o p e a n  p a r l i a m e n t  t h e r e  ex is t  

q u o t a s  for  i n d u s t r ia l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  w o m e n  t o  pr ov ide  

g e n d e r e q u a l i t y .  T h e  fact  t h a t  U z b e k i s t a n  g r a n t e d  q u o t a  

for  e co l og ic a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is a s t e p ,  v e r y  jus t i f ied  f rom 

m y  po in t  of v iew ,  on  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  ba la n c e d  s t r u c t u r e  

of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bod ie s  of p o w e r ,  a n d  I s u p p o r t  s u c h  

dec is ion.

... M a s s - m e d i a  m a y  e i t h e r  p ro vid e  n o r m a l  c o u r s e  of 

e le c t i o n s  or  b r e a k  it. In m y  opin ion ,  t h e r e  s h o u ld  n o t  be 

a n y  pol i t ical ly e n g a g e d  r e p o r t i n g s  a n d  e x t r e m i s t  appea ls .  

C o n c e r n i n g  c a n c e l l a t i o n  of in i t i a t ive  g r o u p s ,  I c o n s id e r  

t h a t  t h e r e  a re  no v io la t ion  of h u m a n  r i gh ts ,  b e c a u s e  in 

m a n y  c o u n t r i e s  t h e r e  a re  c a s e s  w h e n  a  c a n d i d a t e  is 

e le c te d  f rom a pol i t ical  pa r ty ,  b u t  he  is no t  c o n c e r n e d  in 

it.»

Ishtvan VENCZEL 
C oord inato r ,  OSCE Projects  Office in U zbekistan

«The  c u r r e n t  e lec t ion  leg is lat ion of U z b e k i s t a n  m e e t s  

t h e  in te rn a t io na l  s ta n d a r d s .  It c o n c e r n s  a l so  th e  e lec t ions  

to  local  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bodies  of p o w e r .  In m y  opinion ,
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t h e  g i v e n  c i r c u m s t a n c e  wil l  po s i t iv e ly  be  r e f l ec ted  in 

h o ld in g  of f o r t h c o m i n g  e le c t io ns .

... T h e  m a i n  t a r g e t  o f  a s e r i e s  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  on  t h e  in i t i a t ive  of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  for  civil 

S o c i e t y  S t u d i e s  j o i n t l y  w i t h  t h e  C e n t r a l  E l e c t i o n  

C o m m i t t e e  of U z b e k i s t a n  is a c q u a i n t a n c e  of p a r t i c i 

p a n t s  of  e l e c t i o n s  p r o c e s s  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

s t a n d a r d s  of e l ec t io ns .»
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V. INTERNATIONAL M EETING AT RO U N D 
TABLE: «POLITICAL PARTIES AND ELECTIONS: 

W O R LD  PRACTICE AND LEGISLATION 
OF UZBEKISTAN»

(Septem ber 29—30, 2009 Tashkent)
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O n  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 — 3 0  in t e rna t iona l  m e e t i n g  a t  r o u n d 
ta b le  «Pol i t i ca l  p a r t i e s  a n d  e l ec t i ons :  w o r l d  p r a c t i c e  
a n d  le g is la t i o n  of U z b e k i s t a n »  t o o k  p la ce  in t h e  c i t y  of 
T a s h k e n t .  I t  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  E e c t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  Repu bl ic  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  A c a d e m y  of 
S t a t e  a n d  S o c ia l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of 
t h e  R e p u b l i c  of U z b e k i s t a n ,  I n s t i t u t e  of Civil  S o c i e t y  
S t u d i e s ,  T a s h k e n t  S t a t e  I n s t i t u t e  of L a w ,  Off ice  of 
C o o r d i n a t o r  of  O S C E  p r o j e c t s  in  U z b e k i s t a n ,  
R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  D e m o c r a t i c  I n s t i t u t e  
( U S A )  in U z b e k i s t a n  and  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  o rg a n i z a t i o n  
«R egi ona l  d ia lo gu e»  (S lo veni a ) .

E x p e r t s  a n d  s c i e n t i s t s  f rom UK,  India,  P o l a n d ,  S o u t h  
Korea ,  R u s s i a ,  S lo vaki a ,  S lovenia ,  U S A ,  U k r a i n e ,  C z e c h  
R epubl ic ,  J a p a n ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  wel l  a s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  D i p l o m a t i c  C o r p s  in T a s h k e n t  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  in r o u n d -  table.

D u r i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e  of  U z b e k i s t a n  in m u l t i - p a r t y  s y s t e m  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  e n s u r i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of 
po li t ical  p a r t i e s  in e le c t io n  c a m p a i g n  on  e l e c t i o n s  to 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bo die s  of p o w e r ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  role in 
r a i s i n g  t h e  po li t i ca l  c u l t u r e  of v o t e r s ,  soc io-pol i t i ca l  
a c t i v i t y  of c i t i z ens ,  t h e i r p a r t i c i  pa t io n  in t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g
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e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  d e m o c r a t i c  r e n e w a l  a n d  
m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of t h e  c o u n t r y .

F o r e i g n  e x p e r t s  m e n t i o n e d  a s  a n  e x a m p l e  of 
d e m o c r a t i s m  of U z b e k i s t a n ’s  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  of  t h e  C e n t r a l  E l e c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ’s 
C o n c e p t i o n  on  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  h ol d i ng  of e lec t io ns ,  in 
p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of  e l e c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  
i n s t i tu t i o n s  involved will be  d i r ec ted  to  e n s u r i n g  s te a d y  
o b s e r v a n c e  of t h e  c u r r e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
d u r i n g  e lec t io ns .

T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  of  t h e  r o u n d - t a b l e  n o t e d  t h e  
c o n s e c u t i v e  m e a s u r e s  t a k e n  in U z b e k i s t a n  on  in cr ea s i ng  
t h e  role  of pol i t ical  p a r t ie s ,  s t a g e - b y - s t a g e  i m p r o v e m e n t  
of t h e  na t i on a l  e le c t i o n  leg is la t ion .

A c c o rd in g  to  opin ions  of t h e  ex per t s ,  e lec t ions  p lanned 
for D e c e m b e r  2 7 t h ,  2 0 0 9  will be  he ld in t h e  cond i t i on s  of 
i n c r e a s i n g  a c t i v i t y  of civil s o c i e t y  i n s t i tu te s ,  and ,  first  of 
all, pol i t ical  par t ie s .  It will  be prov ided  by a m e n d m e n t s  
an d  a d d i t io n s  i n t r o d u c e d  in D e c e m b e r  las t  y e a r  to  th e  
e l e c t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  a r e  d i r e c t e d  t o  f u r t h e r  
l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  a n d  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of t h e  e l e c t o r a l  
s y s t e m ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  ro le  of l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bod ie s  of p o w e r ,  civil s o c ie ty  in s t i t u t e s  
in  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  d e m o c r a t i c  r e f o r m s  a n d  s t a t e  
g o v e r n a n c e .

E x p e r t s  n o t ed  t h a t  U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  t a k e n  n e c e s s a r y  
m e a s u r e s  t o  e n s u r e  o p e n n e s s  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y  of 
e l e c t i o n s  to  t h e  Le g is la t iv e  C h a m b e r  of t h e  Ol iy M a j l i s  
a n d  local  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bo d ie s  of power .

A t  t h e  m e e t i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  w i th in  
t h e  y e a r s  of in d e p e n d e n c e  in t h e  f r a m e w o r k  of c o n s i s te n t
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an d  s t a g e  b y  s t a g e  r e f o r m s  o n  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  a n d  

l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  in all s p h e r e s  of  life, s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  

d y n a m i c  po li t i ca l  s y s t e m  and  b i c a m e r a l  p a r l i a m e n t  t h a t  

is f u n c t io n i ng  on a profess iona l  bas i s  h a s  b e e n  es tab l i shed  

in t h e  c o u n t r y . .

T h e r e  w a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  l a w  o n  pol i t ical  p a r t ie s  

m e e t s  t h e  h i g h e s t  d e m o c r a t i c  s t a n d a r d s .  I t s  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  in f lu enc e  on 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of a real m ul t i - pa r ty  s y s t e m  in t h e  count ry ,  

e n h a n c i n g  t h e  ro le  of p a r t i e s  in i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of 

soc io-pol i t i ca l  a n d  s o c io - e c o n o m ic  r e fo rm s .

S u m m a r i z i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s io n ,  he ld  in t h e  sp i r i t  of 

free e x c h a n g e ,  fo re ign  e x p e r t s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  

e le c to ra l  s y s t e m  e s t a b l i s h e d  in U z b e k i s t a n  c o r r e s p o n d s  

t o  t h e  s t r o n g  m e c h a n i s m  for a t r u l y  d e m o c r a t i c ,  ope n ,  

free a n d  t r a n s p a r e n t  e lec t io ns .  Po l i t ica l  p a r t ie s  a r e  g ive n  

broad  r i g h ts  and  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo re seen  by  t h e  legis la t ion  

for a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h e  e l e c t i o n s  p r o c e s s ,  s h a p i n g  

t h e  le g i s l a t ive  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b o d i e s  of  s t a t e  p o w e r  

a n d  in g e n e r a l  —  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of r e f o r m s  for  t h e  

fu r t h e r  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of so c ie ty .
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FROM  REPO R TS AND SPEECH ES 
OF FOREIGN PARTICIPANTS OF ROUND-TABLE

M yusha SEVER 
D irec to r,  SPA «Regional Dialogue»

(S lovenia)

«This  y e a r  U z b e k i s t a n  is on  t h e  th r e s h o l d  of a  m a jo r  

pol i t ical  e v e n t  —  e le c t i o n s  t o  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  an d  local 

b o d ie s  of p o w e r .  E l e c t i o n s  a r e  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  in 

t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  r e n e w a l , e n s u r i n g  to  c i t i zens  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

of  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  g o v e r n a n c e  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

poss ib i l i ty  of e x p r e s s i n g  f ree will.  I ’m  s u r e  it will  be 

he ld  a t  a h ig h  level.

R e s p e c t  f o r  h u m a n  r i g h t s ,  p o l i t i c a l  p l u r a l i s m ,  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of d e m o c r a t i c  r e f o r m s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  

c o m p o n e n t s  of t h e  p r o c e s s  of t r a n s i t i o n  to  d e m o c r a c y ,  

t h a t  w a s  no t  poss ib le  u n d e r  t h e  p r e v io u s  r e g i m e  ba sed  

on  m o n o p o l y  of pol i t i cal  v i e w s .  O u r  m e e t i n g  is an  

o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  p a r t i e s  a n d  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  O n l y  t h r o u g h  in te r a c t i o n  

a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  e x c h a n g e  m i s t a k e s  in civi l  s o c i e t y  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  cou ld  be avoided .

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  a c h i e v e d  b y  

U z b e k i s t a n ,  b u t  th i s  is n o t  t h e  l imi t ,  and  r e fo rm s  in 

U z b e k i s t a n  a r e  d y n a m ic .»
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J a n  D irk  BLAAU 
C o n su l ta n t  on political 

and  economic a ffa irs  
(N e th e r la n d s )

« U z b e k i s t a n  a c h i e v e s  s ig n i f ic an t  s u c c e s s  in m a n y  
s p h e r e s ,  in p a r t i c u l a r  it  a c h i e v e d  g r e a t  p r o g r e s s  in 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  role  of po li t i ca l  par t ies .

T h e  b i c a m e r a l  s y s t e m ,  f u n c t i o n i n g  in s e v e r a l  
d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  in a n y  c a s e s  d o e s n ’t m e e t  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of e l e c t o r a t e .  In th i s  
c a s e  e l e c t i o n s  t u r n  in to  so-cal led  « ro ta t io n»  o n e  of t h e  
t w o  p a r t i e s  in t h e i r  s e e k i n g  t o  g e t  m o r e  v o t e s  a n d  
e v e n t u a l l y  ru l e  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  In add i t i on  t h e y  leave  
few o p t i o n s  for  e l e c t o r a t e .

In c a s e  of U z b e k i s t a n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  is q u i t e  di ffe rent :  
m u l t i - p a r t y  s y s t e m  is c r e a t e d  a n d  is s u c c e s s f u l l y  
f u n c t i o n i n g ,  w h i c h  c r e a t e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  g i v e  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  a n d  
po s i t io n s  of t h a t  o r  a n o t h e r  pol i t ical  pa r ty .»

Yevgeniy BOIKO 
Rector, S iberian  Academy 
of Public  A dm in is tra t ion  

(R ussian  F ede ra t ion )

«At t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  all t h e  fo rm e r  S o v i e t  c o u n t r i e s  
t r y  t o  m o v e  f ro m  m o n o p o l y  of t h e  s ing l e  b ig  p a r t y .  T h e  
e c o n o m i c  r e f o r m s  a r e  b e i n g  c o n t i n u e d ,  soc ia l  s t r u c t u r e  
is b e i n g  e n h a n c e d .

B u t  i n t e r e s t i n g  in a s s e s s m e n t  is no t  t h e  p a r t i e s ’ 
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s  a n d  t h e i r  q u a n t i t y ,  b u t  t h e  fac t  
t h a t  l e g is la t iv e  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  se t  up ,  and  
U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  s i gn i f ic an t  r e s u l t s  in t h i s  r e s p e c t . »
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Ajay K um ar PATNA1K 
D irector, R ussian  an d  C entra l  Asian S tudies 

P rog ram  of the  School of In te rn a t io n a l  S tudies
of J. Nehru U niversity  

( In d ia )

«It s h o u l d  be  u n d e r l i n e d  t h a t  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  h a s  i t s ’ 
o w n  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  w a y .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  i n c l u d i n g  of 
U z b e k i s t a n  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  of  i t s  i n d e p e n d e n t  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o n  b u i l d i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e  a n d  civil 
so c ie ty .  T h i s  k ind of e x p e r i e n c e  r e q u i r e s  g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n  
a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  ana lys i s .

M a n y  of m y  c o l l e a g u e s  h a v e  v is i t e d  U z b e k i s t a n  
befo re  a n d  of ten  s h a r e d  by t h e i r  pos i t ive  im p r e s s io n  
w i t h  me.

T h e r e  a r e  d y n a m i c  po s i t iv e  c h a n g e s  in U z b e k i s t a n .  
T h e r e  is a  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s  in all l iv ing  s p h e r e s .  
Vivid e x a m p l e s  of t h i s  a r e  fo rm a t i o n  of t h e  b ic a m e ra l  
p ar l i am en t ,  m u l t i - pa r ty  s y s t e m ,  c rea t ion  of th e  condi t ions  
for ac t i ve  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of w o m e n  in pol i t ical  life by  
g i v i n g  t h e m  3 0  %  q u o t e  d u r i n g  n o m i n a t i o n  of d e p u t i e s  
b o d ie s  of p o w e r  of all levels .  T h e s e  r e fo rm s  te s t i fy  to 
m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a t t r a c t  all s t r a t a  of t h e  po pu la t io n  
t o  s t a t e  g o v e r n a n c e .

It is a l so n e c e s s a r y  to  n o te  cons ide rab ly  t h e  in crea sed  
pol i t ical  a c t i v i t y  of v o t e r s .  H ig h  level of i n te r e s t  of th e  
p o p u l a t i o n  of  e le c t i o n s  is o b s e r v e d  in U z b e k i s t a n ,  and  
t h i s  t e n d e n c y  r e m a i n s  in t h e  c o u r s e  of all e l ec t i ons .  For  
t h e  p a s t  18 y e a rs ,  t h e  leg is la t ive  ba s i s  of t h e  a c t iv i ty  
of pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  a n d  th e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in e l ec t io n  
c a m p a i g n  is fo rm ed  in U z b e k i s t a n .  In y o u r  c o u n t r y  th i s
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p a r t i c i p a t i o n  is f in a n c e d  f rom t h e  s t a t e  b u d g e t  t h a t  
g iv e s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  p a r t i e s  to  be  f ree a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  
of « u n s c r u p u l o u s »  s o u r c e s  of f i nanc ing .»

Inker i  A ornio  LVOFF 
Head, M anagem en t on H um an  Dim ension, 

OSCE M ission in Georgia

«N o d e m o c r a c y  e x i s t s  w i t h o u t  pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  and  
p l u r a l i s m .  T h e y  a c t  a s  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  v o t e r s .  Be s i des ,  p a r t i e s  p o s s e s s  t h e  
m a i n  role in s e l e c t i o n  of pol i t ical  el i te ,  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of 
s o c i e t y  by  m o b i l iz a t i o n  of spi r i t  of co l le c t iv e  ide n t i ty .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  po l i t ica l  p a r t i e s  in U z b e k i s t a n  a re  g a i n i n g  
s i mi la r  l ines  a n d  p ro p e r t i e s . »

Toshio TOURA 
H onorary  Consul of the  Republic  

of U zbekistan  to the  city  of Osaka
(Ja p a n )

« D e sp i t e  t h e  w o r l d  f inancia l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  c r i s is  of 
t h e  l a s t  y e a r ,  U z b e k i s t a n  is c o n f i d e n t l y  a c t i n g  on  
s o f t e n i n g  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m y .  
S u c c e s s f u l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of t h e  A n t i - c r i s i s  p r o g r a m  
a l l o w s  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  it will  n o t  be  v e r y  diff icul t  for 
U z b e k i s t a n  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h i s  c r i s i s .  R a i s i n g  of  life 
s t a n d a r d s  of  t h e  p e o p l e  in U z b e k i s t a n  t e s t i f i e s  to  
c o r r e c t n e s s  of t h e  c h o s e n  c o u r s e  of  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a 
d e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e » .
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FROM  FOREIGN PARTICIPANTS’ INTERVIEWS 
AT ROUND-TABLE TO REPRESENTATIVES 
OF TH E NATIONAL INFORMATION AGENCY 

OF UZBEKISTAN —  UZA

D im ita r  DIMITROV 
OSCE Expert on Elections

«Pol i t i ca l  p a r t i e s  in t h e  s t a t e  p lay  r a t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  
ro l e  in e l e c t i o n s .  Al l  f o u r  p a r t i e s  s h o u l d  a c t i v e l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e  in f o r t h c o m i n g  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  e le c t i o n s  in 
U z b e k i s t a n .  T h e y  sh o u ld  d e s e r v e  t r u s t  of t h e  popula t ion .  
It is n e c e s s a r y  to  p rovi de  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  of poli t ical  
p a r t ie s ,  b e c a u s e  on ly  t h i s  will a l low t o  hold full a n d  fair 
e l ec t io ns .»

4

Ajai K um ar PATNAIK 
D irec tor, R ussian  and  Centra l  Asia S tudies 

P rogram  of the  School of In te rn a t io n a l  S tudies
of J. Nehru University  

( In d ia )

« T h r o u g h o u t  18 y e a r s  U z b e k i s t a n  h a s  been  g radua l ly  
m o d e r n i z i n g  i ts  o w n  poli t i ca l  s y s t e m .  N o w a d a y s  in the  
c o u n t r y  t h e r e  is a  ful l-f ledged leg is la t ive  f r a m e w o r k  for 
t h e  a c t i v i t y  of pol it i cal  p a r t i e s  a n d  e le c t io ns  to  bodies  
of po w er ,p a r t ic ip a t io n  of w o m e n  in political life b e c o m e s  
m o r e  a c t iv e  —  q u o t a  a t  e l e c t i o n s  to  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t
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a n d  loca l b o d i e s  of p o w e r  w a s  g r a n t e d ,  E c o l o g i c a l  
M o v e m e n t  h a s  g o t  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in 
l a w - m a k i n g  a c t i v i t y .  All t h e s e  c h a n g e s  d e m o n s t r a t e  

t h a t  in U z b e k i s t a n  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  is p a id  t o  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of po li t i ca l  p a r t i e s  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  role 
of n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in t h e  soc ie ty .

... S o m e  c r i t i c s  d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of 

U z b e k i s t a n  s u p e r v i s e s  a c t i o n s  of pol it i cal  pa r t ie s .  B u t  

if to  s t u d y  t h e  l a t e s t  h i s to ry ,  t h e  s i m i l a r  s t a t e m e n t s  
will be  u n r e a s o n a b l e .  O n l y  t h e  s t a t e  c a n  p l ay  a role of 
t h e  m a i n  r e f o r m e r .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  c a r e  of 
p a r t i e s  to  be  c o n f id e n t ,  t o  g e t  e x p e r ie n c e ,  to  b e c o m e  

i n d e p e n d e n t ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  m a y  a c t  w i t h  in i t i a t iv e s  in 
t h e  field of s t a t e  a n d  publ ic  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I cons id e r ,  
t h a t  pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  of  U z b e k i s t a n  a c t  su re ly ,  t h e y  a re  
g ive n  la rge  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  re so lv e  n u m e r o u s  i s sue s .

J a n  D irk  BLAAU 
C o n su l ta n t  on Political 

an d  Economic Affairs 
(N e th e r la n d s )

«Pol it i cal  p r o c e s s  in U z b e k i s t a n  d e v e lo p s  s t a g e  by 
s t a g e ,  a n d  n o r m a l l y .  W e  a l r e a d y  s e e  a c o m p e t i t i o n  
b e t w e e n  pol i t ical  p a r t ie s .

M y  g e n e r a l  e v a l u a t i o n  o n  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  in 
U z b e k i s t a n  is v e r y  h igh .  T h e r e  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  pol it ical  
p r o c e s s e s  w h i c h  w e r e  no t  o b s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v io u s
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p r e - e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n s .  W e  fee l  d e m o c r a t i c  t r a n s 

f o r m a t i o n s .

Pol i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  p r o p a g a n d i s e  o w n  o b je c t iv e s ,  and 

t h e r e f o r e  c a n  be  useful  bo th  for  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  and  

t h e  p e o p l e .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  

c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  is no t  a go a l  of 

d e m o c r a c y .  Real ly ,  s u c h  c o m p e t i t i o n  e x i s t s  in m a n y  

c o u n t r i e s ,  b u t  it is no t  a l w a y s  a  p le dge  of p r o s p e r i t y  in 

t h e  so c i e ty .  P a r t i e s ,  first of all, s h o u l d  be  s in c e re  in 

re l a t i o n  t o  i ts  e le c to ra te .»

4 -

Inker i  Aornio LVOFF 
Director, M anagem en t on H um an  Dim ension 

of OSCE Mission in Georgia

«I w o u ld  like to  po in t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  role of poli t ical  

p a r t i e s  in d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of s t a t e  a n d  c o n d u c t i n g  of 

e l e c t i o n s  is v e r y  s igni f icant .

In m y  c o u n t r y  political par t ies  act ively s t ru g g le  du r ing  

e le c t i o n  c a m p a i g n ,  e a c h  of t h e m  h a s  i t s  a i m s .  F r o m  th is  

po in t  of v i e w  I c a n  s a y  t h a t  c r e a t i o n  of c o m p e t i t i v e  

e n v i r o n m e n t  will a l so  faci l i ta te  h o ld in g  of  fair  e lec t io ns .

A d o p t i o n  of l a w s  on pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  tes i f ies  to  m u c h .  

I t h i n k  t h a t  U z b e k i s t a n  is on t h e  r ig h t  t r a c k .  M e a s u r e s ,  

t a k e n  by  y o u r  v e r y  y o u n g  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o u n t r y ,  on 

i n c r e a s i n g  pol i t ical  m e n t a l i t y  of e l e c t o r a t e  s t r e n g t h e n s  

t h e  r o l e  o f  c i v i l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  i n f o r m i n g  a n d
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a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a b o u t  e l e c t i o n  

c a m p a i g n  a n d  leg is la t i o n  —  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  in 
d e m o c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t . »

S an g tu  КО 
Professor, Yonsey U niversity  

(Republic  of K orea)

« D e m o c r a c y  c a n  n o t  b e  c r e a t e d  w i t h i n  o n e  day .  
A f te r  g a i n i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  U z b e k i s t a n  is g r a d u a l l y  
c o n d u c t i n g  r e f o r m s  in po l i t i ca l  s y s t e m .  F o r  t h e  las t  
y e a r s  a c t i v e n e s s  of po li t ical  p a r t i e s  in t h e  c o u n t r y  is 
r a i s i ng .  T h e  legal  b a s i s  of e l e c t i o n s  a n d  a c t i v i t y  of 
pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  is c o n s t a n t l y  i m p r o v i n g  a n d  s e r v i n g  for 
d e v e l o p m e n t  of d e m o c r a c y  in U z b e k i s t a n .

I w i t n e s s e d  ho t  d e b a t e s  b e t w e e n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
d i f fe ren t  pol i t ical  p a r t ie s .  It p r o v e s  h o w  a c t iv e  p a r t i e s ’ 
m e m b e r s  a re  a n d  h o w  c l e a r  t h e y  def ine  a n d  lobby  t h e i r  
v ie w s .  T h e  pol i t ical  r a n g e  of p r o g r a m s  m u s t  be  v a r io u s .  

A n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s u b m i t t e d  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  t o d a y ’s 

d i s cu s s io n  b e t w e e n  poli t i ca l  p a r t i e s  of U z b e k i s t a n  t h i s  
is h o w  t h e y  differ f rom e a c h  o ther .

... T h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  is i n t r o d u c e d  in t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  of 
U z b e k i s t a n .  It will  e n s u r e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  j u s t i c e  of 
t h e  e l e c t i o n s .  S u c h  c h a n g e s  w i l l  a c c e l e r a t e  
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  role of po l i t i ca l  
pa r t i e s .»

114



Shirin  AKINER 
Fellow, Royal In s t i tu te  

of In te rn a t io n a  Relations, 
P rofessor of the  School of E as te rn  and  African 

S tudies of London University
(U K )

«The  o n g o i n g  r e f o r m s  in U z b e k i s t a n  in t h e  pol i t ical  
s p h e r e  a s  wel l  a s  in d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of s o c i e t y  a r e  

frui t ful . In  m y  opin ion ,  i m p o r t a n t  r e s u l t  of t h e s e  r e fo rm s  
a r e  p e a c e  a n d  s tab i l i ty  for t h e  per iod  of 18 ye a rs .

C r e a t e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  f r a m e w o r k  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  role of poli t ical  p a r t i e s  in t h e  c o u n t r y  

and  m e e t s  i n te rna t io na l  s t a n d a r d s . H o w e v e r , t h e  q u e s t i o n  

is by w h a t  m e a n s  pol it i cal  p a r t i e s  will c o n d u c t  th e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of v o t e r s ,  a n d  it 

c o n c e r n s  t h e  g o a ls  a n d  ob jec t iv e s  of t h e i r  p r o g r a m s .  In 

th i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  e x i s t i n g  pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  s h o u ld  pay  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h e i r  p r o g r a m s ,  w h i c h  is a 

c ruc ia l  f a c t o r  in s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  role of p a r t ie s  in t h e  

soc ie ty .  In t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  pol i t ical  p a r t i e s  m u s t  

b e c o m e  a br idg e ,  a c o n n e c t i n g  link b e t w e e n  s t a t e  and 
soc ie ty .

As  far  a s  fore ign e x p e r i e n c e  is c o n c e r n e d ,  p r imar i ly  
E u r o p e a n ,  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  s houl d  be pa id  to  t h e  p ro b l e m s  

t h a t  e x is t  t o d a y  in t h e  W e s t .  By  s t u d y i n g  t h e  n e g a t i v e  

a s p e c t s  of E u r o p e a n  ex p e r ie n c e ,  on e  c a n  avoid m i s t a k e s  
an d  build a m o r e  flexible and  per fec t  pol i t ical  s y s t e m .  I 
a m  a m a z e d  w h e n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  pol i t ical  s y s t e m  w i t h  

i t s  f l aws  is a d v e r t i s e d  o r  c ons ide red  a s  an  e x a m p l e  for 
t h e  c o u n t r i e s  of  C e n t r a l  Asia.»
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Clark PLEXICO 
D irec tor, Office 

of the  N ationa l D em ocratic  In s t i tu te  
(USA) in U zbekistan

«E v er y  n a t i o n  h a s  i ts  o w n  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g  
f rom t h i s  i t s  pol i t ical  s y s t e m  is forme d.  U z b e k  n a t io n  
dea ls  wi th  th i s  q u e s t i o n  t a k i n g  in to  a c c o u n t  t h e i r  cu l tura l  
t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  T h e  s a m e  t h i n g  h a p p e n s  
in E u r o p e  o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  R e g a r d l e s s  of  t h e  
pol i t ical  s y s t e m  it is i m p o r t a n t  to  m a i n t a i n  s ta b i l i ty .  In 
t h i s  s e n s e ,  U z b e k i s t a n  g iv e s  a n  e x a m p le .

T h e  m a i n  po in t  is t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in U z b e k i s t a n  
is s t a b l e  a n d  safe.  U z b e k  e x p e r t s  t a lk  a b o u t  r e fo rm s ,  
w h i c h  t a k e  p l a c e  in t h e  c o u n t r y ,  in p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of b i c a m e r a l  p a r l i a m e n t .  O n e  c a n  add 
t h a t  t h i s  re fo rm  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of th e  
pol i t ical  s y s t e m .  It is r e f l ec ted  in t h e  e le c t i o n s  p ro cess .  
C h a n g e s  in t h e  pol it i cal  s y s t e m  of y o u r  c o u n t r y  a re  
o b v i o u s  for A m e r i c a n  s ide.  T h e  U S  is r e a d y  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e s e  e f fort s  of U z b e k i s t a n . »

Evgeniy SLOBODA 
Responsible officer, CIS S ecre ta r ia t

«It s h o u ld  be n o t ed  t h a t  a  l a rg e -sc a l e  la b o r io u s  a n d  
s t a b l e  w o r k  is b e i n g  d o n e  in U z b e k i s t a n  in r e f o r m i n g  
t h e  pol i t ical  s y s t e m .  A n a l y z i n g  t h e  a c t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  
b e e n  t a k e n  in r e c e n t  t i m e s ,  o n e  c a n  s a y  t h a t  U z b e k i s t a n
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h a s  s t u d i e d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of for e ig n  c o u n t r ie s ,  and  
g o t  t h e  b e s t  of it w h a t  is a c c e p t a b l e  for  y o u r  c o u n t r y .  
R o u n d - t a b l e  m e e t i n g s ,  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  s e m i n a r s  a r e  b e i ng  

o r g a n i z e d ,  w h e r e  t h e  i s s u e s  re la te d  t o  i m p r o v i n g  th e  
po li t ical  s y s t e m  a re  a c t i v e ly  d i s c u s s e d .  All t h i s  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  t h e  e l ec t io n  p r o c e s s  is o p e n  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n t .

E v e r y t h i n g  is b e i n g  d o n e  in U z b e k i s t a n  to  m a k e  t h e  
p a r t y  s y s t e m  w o r k  succes s fu l ly .  T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  L aw  

« O n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  role of pol i t ical  p a r t ie s  in th e  
r e n e w a l  and  f u r th e r  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of s t a t e  g o v e r n a n c e  

a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of t h e  c o u n t r y » ,  a d o p t e d  on  t h e  
i n i t i a t i v e  of  P r e s i d e n t  I s l a m  K a r i m o v ,  s h o w s  t h a t  
U z b e k i s t a n  p a y s  g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  
pol i t ical  s y s t e m . »

K adam a SHIGERU 
Professor, Mie University 

(Japan )

« T o d a y ’s  m e e t i n g  a t  t h e  r o u n d - ta b l e  on th e  u r g e n t  

i s s u e s  of r e f o r m i n g  t h e  pol i t ical  s y s t e m  of U z b e k is ta n ,  
c o n s i d e r i n g  i ts  e x p e r i e n c e  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of polit ical 

p a r t i e s  a n d  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  e l e c t i o n s  t o  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bodie s  of p o w e r ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  role 
of p a r t i e s  in r a i s in g  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e ’s  pol it i cal  cu l tu re .

T h e  le g is la t iv e  ba s i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in U z b e k i s t a n  is 
o p e r a t i n g  s u ccess fu l ly .  T h e  n e c e s s a r y  lega l ba s i s  for 
h o l d i ng  open ,  fair e le c t i o n s  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bodies  of
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p o w e r  h a s  been e labora ted .  And th i s  s y s t e m  fully compl ies  
w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s .  F o u r  e x i s t i n g  pol i t ical  
p a r t i e s  fairly c o m p e t e  for t h e  e le c t o r a t e .  T h i s  o n c e  
a g a i n  p r o v e s  t h a t  a n  a c t i v e  w o r k  on  pol i t ical  m o d e r 
n iz a t i on  of s o c i e t y  a n d  s t a t e  is b e i n g  ca r r i ed  o u t  in t h e  
c o u n t r y .»

Ish tvan  VENCZEL 
C oord inato r ,  OSCE Projects  

Office in U zbekistan

«The  u p c o m i n g  e le c t i o n s  in U z b e k i s t a n  will  p la y  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  role in t h e  po li t i ca l  life of t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e y  
will  e n s u r e  t h e  c i t i z en s’ p a r t i c ip a t i o n  in s t a t e  g o v e r n a n c e  
a n d  pol i t ical  p r o c e s s e s .  T h i s  is e sp e c ia l l y  i m p o r t a n t ,  
b e c a u s e  ful l-scale r e f o r m s  in U z b e k i s t a n  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  

to  be  i m p l e m e n t e d .  Role  of po l i t ica l  p a r t i e s  in f o r m a t i o n  
of t h e  civi l  s o c i e t y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e s  in t h e s e  
condi t ions .»
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CONCLUSION

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  co n f e r e n ce s ,  s e m i n a r s ,  r o u n d - ta b le s  on 
u r g e n t  i s s u e s  of  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m  a n d  e l e c t i o n  
le g i s l a t i o n  of U z b e k i s t a n  w e r e  he ld  in t h e  sp i r i t  of 
c o n s t r u c t i v e  d ia lo gu e  a n d  free e x c h a n g e  of v iews .

F o r e i g n  e x p e r t s  h a v e  n o t e d  t h a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
e x p e r i e n c e  in d e m o c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  b e e n  
a c c u m u l a t e d  in U z b e k i s t a n ,  i n c lu d in g  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  
m o d e r n  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s y s t e m ,  p e r f e c t i n g  t h e  e lec tora l  
l eg is l a t ion ,  t h e  p ra c t i c e  of h o ld in g  free a n d  t r a n s p a r e n t  
e l e c t io n s .  M o s t  of t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  h a v e  n o t e d  t h a t  
t h e  e le c t io n  leg is la t ion  of U z b e k i s t a n  fully c o r r e s p o n d s  
t o  t h e  a c c e p t e d  in te r na t io na l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
a n d  is a re f lect ion ,  m e c h a n i s m  of re a l i za t i on  of deep ,  
s y s t e m a t i c  and d e m o c r a t i c  r e f o r m s  in t h e  c o u n t r y .

M e m b e r s  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c i e n t i f i c - p r a c t i c a l  
f o r u m s  n o t e d  t h a t  in U z b e k i s t a n  t h e  u n i q u e  m o d e l  of 
s o c io -p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  and  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  for t h e  y e a r s  of in d e p e n d e n c e  
w h i c h  f inds i ts  c o n c r e t e  e x p r e s s i o n  in t h e  e le c to r a l  
p r o c e s s e s  a n d  in s t i tu t io n s .  In th i s  c a s e  foreign  e x p e r t s  
e x p r e s s e d  th e i r  conf ide nce  in t h e  fact  t h a t  in U z b e k i s t a n  
h a s  c r e a t e d  all n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  to  m a k e  t h e  w h o le  
p r o c e s s  of p r e p a r i n g  a n d  h o ld in g  e le c t i o n s  to  t h e  Ol iy  
M a j l i s  a n d  local r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bod ie s  in 2 0 0 9  to  be 
he ld  a t  a h igh  d e m o c r a t i c  level.
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T h e  o u t c o m e s  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o r u m s  a n d  t h e  
op in io n s  of fore ign  e x p e r t s  a r e  e l o q u e n t  t e s t i m o n y  to  
t h e  fac t  t h a t  U z b e k i s t a n  a t t a c h e s  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  to 
t h e  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  e l e c t o r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  
e l e c t o r a l  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
b ic a m e r a l  p a r l i a m e n t .  A n d  t h i s  in i ts  t u r n  c o n f i r m s  th e  
c o r r e c t n e s s  ca r r ie d  o u t  in U z b e k i s t a n  s in c e  t h e  ea r ly  
y e a r s  of i n d e p e n d e n c e  pol icy of c o n s i s t e n t ,  s y s t e m i c  
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of t h e  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  h a s  
b e c o m e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a r e a  of l a rge - sc a le  r e f o r m s  
on t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  r e n e w a l  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  i t s  c o n s i s t e n t  p r o m o t i o n  of  a s t r o n g  s t a t e  
t o w a r d s  a s t r o n g  civil soc ie ty .
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Ind ia

D irec to r  of Russian  and  C e n tra l  
Asian  S tu d ie s  P ro g ram ,  School 
of In te rn a t io n a l  S tud ies  
of J .  N e h ru  U nivers i ty

Editor  an d  political observer  
of «Political Events»  m a g az in e

Expert of th e  School of 
In te rn a t io n a l  S tud ies ,  J. N ehru  
University

Expert of Lai B a h a d u r  S h a sh tr i  
Indian C u l tu re  C e n t re  in 
T ash k e n t

A cadem y of S tu d ie s  of th e  
C o u n t r ie s  of th e  «Third World»

Israel

P re s id en t  of th e  In te rna t iona l  
E xpert C e n te r  for Electoral 
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Law Exchange

Yosuke Shamoto T eache r  of Nagoya University
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P ro fessor  of Mie University

Koji Ono P ro fessor  of Nagoya University

M inori  Okochi Professor  A ss is tan t  of law 
d e p a r tm e n t  of N agoya 
U nivers i ty

Noriko T anaka T eache r  of N agoya  University

Sugiura D ean  of H igher  School of
K azutaka N agoya University

Toshio Toura H onorary  consul of th e  Republic 
of U zbek is tan  to  th e  city of 
O saka

Emi M akino Expert of N agoya University  

K azakhstan

Ley la D e p u ty  D irec tor  of th e  In s ti tu te
Januzakova of S ystem ic  Research of «Turan» 

University , Senior  researcher  
of th e  S t a t e  and  Law Ins ti tu te  
of Kazakh National University  
nam ed  a f te r  Al-Farabi

A.S. Ibraeva Professor  of Kazakh National 
Univers i ty  nam ed  af te r  Al-Farabi

Ilyas Karsakov D e p u ty  D irec tor  of A lternativa 
C e n te r

Tim ur Kozirev Leading researcher of Kazakhstan 
In s t i tu te  of S t ra te g ic  S tud ies  
u n d e r  th e  P res iden t of th e  
Republic of K azakhstan
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Kim Yeng Gu 

Kim Yung Sik

Kyrgyzstan
P res iden t of th e  Public Academ y 
of Sciences  of Kyrgyz Republic

S en io r  r e se a rc h e r  of th e  
In s t i tu te  of S t ra te g ic  S tud ies  
and  A sse s sm e n t  u n d e r th e  
P res iden t  of Kyrgyz Republic

L ithuan ia

Professor of Law D epar tm en t  
of Vilnius U nivers i ty

Malaysia

H onorary  S e c re ta ry  of 
M alays ian  Law Association  of 
ASEAN

N etherlands

C o n s u l ta n t  on political and  
economic affairs

Pakistan

Editor-in-Chief of «Diplomatic 
insight» m a g az in e

Senior  editor  of «Daily Times» 
n ew spaper

Republic of Korea

D ep u ty  of th e  National 
Assembly

C ha irm an  of th e  C om pany  
«Shin-dong Enercom » and  
«Shindong E n g in e e r in g  & 
Construc tion» ,fo rm er  D e p u ty  of 
th e  N ational A ssem bly  of th e  
Republic of Korea
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Russian Federation

D epu ty  D irec tor  of th e  In s t i tu te  
of Legislation and  C om parative  
Law S tud ies  un d er  th e  
G o v ern m e n t  of th e  Russian 
Federation

Rector of Siberian Academ y 
of Public Adm inis tra tion

D e p u ty  Rector of Povoljskaya 
Academy of Public Administration

S enior  r e se a rch e r  of th e  
In s t i tu te  of In terna t ional  
Economic and  Political S tud ies  
of th e  Russian Academ y 
of Sciences
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Senior  r e se a rch e r  of th e  
In s t i tu te  of Political S tud ies  
un d er  th e  National University
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Head of th e  D ep a r tm en t  for CIS 
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