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The Korean Alphabet:
An Introduction

History and Form

The Korean alphabet (called "Hangul" in Korean) was developed by a team of
scholars under KingSe-jong (1397-1450) of the Yi Dynasty and is the most
recently invented and most scientifically designed alphabet in the world.
"Hangul" has only 21 vowel/vowel combinations and 19 consonants, 5 of which
are the same symbol repeated twice and 5 of them are simply a consonant with
the addition of an accent mark. That makes a total of only 30 basic character
shapes to be learned.

Due to western influence "Hangul" is often written from left to right and top to

bottom like English, but can also be written from top to bottom and right to left
like Chinese.

Each letter of the alphabet is a simple shape that represents a sound, (some
characters change sounds or just have a harder sound depending on their location
in the syllable). Example: The Korean letter " 7" sounds like a G in the initial
position in a syllable and like a K in the final position in a syllable as we can see
in the word "= Guk,"

Here the letter " 7" sounds like G because it is in the initial position in the
syllable.

Between the two consonants is the vowel "7 "; it is represented by a U and
sounds like the oo in Pool.

IAnd the " " here in the final position sounds like a K.

H

"= Guk" is the Korean word for country. (The sound changes are recorded on the last
page and are easy to follow).

Each word in Korean is broken down into syllables which are composed of 2 to 4
characters; every syllable starts with a consonant and has a vowel in it. For example: The
word for Korea in Korean is "8F= Han guk"; here is a breakdown of the letters and
syllables for the word "Han guk"

Syllable #1.

Consonant; "S " sounds like the letter H as in hotel.
Vowel; " | " sounds like the letter A as in father.
And the " " here in the final position sounds like an N.

o

Syllable #2.



Consonant; " 1" sounds like the letter G in the initial position.

ZA |[Vowel; "T" is represented by the letter U and sounds like oo as in pool.
-

Consonant; " 1" same as the first letter but sounds like a K because it is in
the final position in the syllable.

Although the words are written in syllables they are pronounced in a
continuous flow.

Every word in Korean starts with a consonant and has a vowel; however, the
location of the vowel can change in relation to the first consonant depending on
which vowel is used. For example; "<" is a consonant which is silent and has
no voiced sound in the initial position and " | " is a vowel which sounds like the i
in machine. Because the long axis of the vowel " | " is up and down it is placed
on the right side of the consonant like this "O|" so this syllable sounds like ee as
in Lee, the first letter is silent and the second letter sounds like the 1 in machine.
Other vowels like "—", which sounds like the oo in good have a long axis that
runs from side to side; therefore, they are placed underneath the initial consonant
like this " 2" so this syllable will sound like the oo from good.

Every one of the vowels fits into either the group with the long axis up
and down like " F,H, F,H,4,4,4,4 and | " which are placed on the right of
the consonant; into the group with the long axis from left to right like
" 1 7 771 and —" which are placed under the consonant; or those vowels
which have both an up and down long axis and a left to right long axis in the
same vowel. These vowels are combinations of 2 vowels like "—|" which is a
combination of "—"and " | " or "|" which is a combination of "T" and" | ";
and the following "}, tH, 1|+, 7" which go under and to the right of the
consonant like this "2, 2"

Syllable Positions

1. Words in Korean are formed by groups of syllables.

2. Every syllable must start with a consonant and have a vowel.

3. The following vertical vowels go along side the initial consonant like this:
"OF,0H,OF,0H, 04,01, 04,041, 01"

4. The following horizontal vowels go under the initial consonant like this:
"PRP,F,2"

5. These vowel combinations go to the right and under the consonant like this;
"oh 9L 2, AL AL

6. There are only six patterns for the formation of syllables. C = Consonant, V
= Vowel.



asin"32" (nose)

<|0

as in "I}" (green onion)

nI3n ClV

C
V |asin"&" (urgent)
C

as in "& "(seaweed)

these are the 4 most common forms.

Those that have two different consonants in the final position like

C
as in "S" (chicken) V |as in "S”(dirt)
clc

C|\V
C|C

are not that common.

7. The sounds of some consonants change depending on their position in the
syllable, for example: "A" has an S sound when it is the first (initial) consonant
in a syllable but changes to a T sound when it is the last (final) consonant in a
syllable.
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Handy Word and Phrase List
Handy phrases

Vocabulary

Korean (person)
American (person)
When

Today
Tomorrow
Now
Yesterday

Later

Friend

Woman
Man

Hi
Breakfast
Lunch

Dinner

Good
Bad

Young lady

Ma'am
Mister, Sir

Sorry
Restaurant

Bathroom
Telephone

No

Yes

Where
Why

noun + =08 LI C}

HEAHNXHHR

oIz L
SHAME
HONR

S 0r LI
2+ AFBHL| C}

Pleased to meet
you.

Long time no see
Please give me

+ noun.

Let's go!

Korean money
American money
I like noun.

How have you
been?

Where are you
going?

Please come in.
Please sit down.
How much is it?
Thank You.

g4 01 S0 24 LIDH? What's your name?

M0l &S 0| + name + & L|C}

Ol X0l A1 LINt?
CHAl Lol =M 2
HES| LoHFMR
A &=L
/\la‘;lléFLl[:l.

CEEA'[:'.

noun + HC| USLID?
noun + & & LI Ct

Jtd AlsUth

Al ALl [:|.

0

Ml
[

noun + & 1)

noun + At A SLICH

M= ml=2g Lt
M= i DSLICH

My name is

+ name.

What is this?
Please say it again.
Please speak
slowly.

Can you speak
English?

Excuse me!

See you again.
Where is the noun?
I want a + noun.

I want to go.

[ want to eat

+ noun.

I want to buy

+ noun.

I'm tired.

I'm hungry.



The above table is a list of words phrases in "Hangul" that you can use to
practice reading. If you practice with these words you will quickly develop an
understanding of "Hangul," and your visit to Korea will be much more enjoyable
as you will have a better understanding of the language, and hence the country,
you are visiting.

Grammar Notes

1. Korean sentence structure follows this pattern:

Subject (Subject marker) Verb, as in:
Al (o]) o] A3Y 712 (where is a restaurant?)

More complex sentences incorporate an Object and an Object marker:

Subject (subject marker) Object (Object marker) Verb, like this;
A(T) eh=r(S) ToFa Y U (1 like Korea.)

2. The understood subject is often dropped in Korean as it is in
English; so the sentence above can become:
Sk (=) Fo} &Y o ([1] like Korea), the understood subject "I" is
dropped.

3. Adjectives always go in front of the nouns:
Adjective Subject (Subject marker) Adjective Object (Object
marker) Verb, like this:
1] o Abgh(2) vl 224 (£) o} Y U (which means; Americans

like spicy food) "l = spicy.

4. Adverbs go in front of the Verb:
Adverb Verb, as in:
o] 4] & (give me a lot).



Korean Alphabet Chart

CONSONANTS VOWELS
Sounds in the initial and final positions. Romanization
INITIAL FINAL
1 G/K(1) K F A as in Father
= N N H AE Pay
= D T F YA Yacht
2 R/L(2) L H YAE Yea!
= M M 1 EO Young
= B P(3) Al E Set
A S T 3 YEO Young
o silent(4) NG l YE Yet
= J T L 0] Yo Yo
= CH T b WA Water
= K K 1 WAE Waiter
= T T 1] Ol Wait
™ P P _Te YO YO YO
=] H T L U Cool
m GG(5) K - WEO Won
cc DD T 7l WE Wet
CE BB PP -1 Ul We
AA SS T T YU You
xX 1 T — U Good
= Ul Ul
| 1(6) Sheep

1. Sounds like a cross between a G and a K.

2. Sounds like a cross between an R and an L.

3. When this character (in the final position) is directly followed by a " =" in the
next syllable it's sound changes to an M.

4. Because every syllable must start with a consonant the silent " <" is sometim
es used. In syllables that

begin with this consonant the first sound pronounced is the vowel.

5. All the double consonants have a harder sound than their single counterparts
and are pronounced with no expulsion of air.

6. Except when preceded by an " A" in which case it sounds like I as in it.



Hangeul [8}2] - Korean Alphabets
e How To Form A Letter

There are two ways to form a letter using any combination of 14 consonants and 10
vowels.

1. 1initial consonant + vowel
2. 1nitial consonant + vowel + final consonant

1. Examples

2. Examples
Zb="14+ F =ga o Zt="1+ | + 1 =gag
=L+ 4 =neo e H=L + 4 +L =neon
T=Cc+-L=do e EZ=C+L+ A=dod
F=2+T=lunu e E=2+—+ 2 =leul/reul
BE=0+—=meu o =X+ H + 0O =jaeng
H =2+ | =bi

Letters with final consonants of 71, 71 and =, all sound the same. Thus Zf, 44 and Z
will sound exactly the same.

Eg.
=, &4, & Their final consonants all sound the same. Click on the links to hear.

Now, below is a list of the final consonants and their respective sounds.

/m/= =

H/HH/II = H
C/E/A/M/XR/X/S =LC
L= L

=
(|
©)

=
|
(@)

Eg.

LAl [SHA|] = fishing
£ [F<] = kitchen
2F [&] = front

M| SF M| @H = seed


http://hompi.sogang.ac.kr/korean/kkl100/lesson04/l04_03.html�
http://hompi.sogang.ac.kr/korean/kkl100/lesson04/l04_03.html�
http://hompi.sogang.ac.kr/korean/kkl100/lesson04/l04_03.html�
http://hompi.sogang.ac.kr/korean/kkl100/lesson04/l04_03.html�

= []=day
For a more detailed explanation and audio files, click here.

When the initial consonant of second and/or third characters is O, for example, = 0| and
T+Ct0], the sound of the final consonant of each letter is pronounced with the next vowel.
Because O has no sound, = 0| is pronounced as =2| and 2+2}0[ as OtL}7|. These are
just made-up words to show you how these work.

Sol[zal]
aFoto| [OjL} ]

For more examples on this pronunciation, click on the link.

48X [Final double consonants]

There are also 11 additional final double consonants. Their sounds are as follows. As you
can see, the first consonant of the double consonants is pronounced. (except 1 = 71,20 =
0 and 2@ = H) [ do not recommend that you learn these exhaustively right away because
that is a hard work and I rarely employed them in my grammar lessons anyway. So it
would be better to come back to these when you come across them from time to time.

Eg.

=
k- L 4F [AH] = amount
P OFCt [hLH = sit
T = Bt [2HEH = many
a0 — o S1CH [T} = read
P & CF [&HH = boil
A= = schg EEH = spacious
aE = o Q| X [2] =] = a single way
o CF[2Hh = lick
2s — = =[S = recite (a poem)
HA = K Ct [2 E}] = lose (a thing)

ax [Z+] = price

Excellent pronunciation lessons by Sogang Unversity

source: http://korean.sogang.ac.kr/
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I also recommend listening to Korean audios and videos and try matching the sounds
with the letters. That would be the quickest way to learn accurate pronunciations. You
may want to watch these flash files and videos.

Let's Speak Korean

@ All Stories
€ Bible Stories

@ Fairy Tales

> 20|2
> 2 RTAC K-Z A
> ARXI2E I 70| A

> AAMZ| AlO|H] ZE
> & atol 2 o[ A
> =4

> EIze I

—

> The Classic - =2 4
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Sentence Order

A sentence in Korean begins with a subject and ends with a noun, a verb or an adjective.
The suffix of a verb can be conjugated to form different tenses and other special forms
many of which have been covered in this guide. It is therefore essential to learn basic
conjugations. But you can start with a simple verb and change it to a past tense or a
negative form.

In Korean, there is a distinctive part of speech called, "particles" for example, the subject
particle ©/- and object particle &/ Particles aid in identifying the subject, object etc.
For notes on particles, see (Particles - +, =, &, 7}, )

S = Subject
O = Object
N = Noun
V = Verb

A = Adjective

S+N

U= gt o]t} =1 am a student

Y A= A A o]t} = Lisa is a teacher

M= F+= 2 AFA B} = Andrew was a doctor

A Aol o & =1 am a middle school student [formal spoken form]

For more explanations on the S + N pattern, read Nouns - Present, Past

n
+
<

T} = Ju-young runs [written form]
= Ju-young runs [formal spoken form]
<2t} = Ju-young vigorously runs

ol it et

b
X fo

rlo rlo rlo

=N N AN
o2 of o2

The adverb comes before the verb.

-

=1

2] A} = Lisa

&4 = student

428 = teacher

7<% = Ju-Young (a male name)
2t =run

<& = run (spoken form)

2] 8 = run (formal spoken form)


http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2006/11/party-with-particles.html�
http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2006/11/nouns-here-i-have-made-table-for-saying.html�

3 2} A = vigorously

For more on verbs, read Verbs - Present, Past & Verbs - Formal [Present, Past]

S+A

Z1+ AU =He is big

119 & At} = She is small

ol 2 o] B T} = Anne is really pretty [written form]

M2 & o] = Anne is really pretty [spoken form]

ol A ofit] @ = Anne is really pretty [formal spoken form]
H}GHE-o] 2}719] Q. = The sea water is cold [formal spoken form]
2ko] o} &t} = The mountain is beautiful

st o] A =31 F 21} = The sky is really high and blue.

Read, Adjectives - Present, Past, Adjectives - Formal [Present, Past] &Adjectives -
Connective

S+0+V

L= AFE W AT =1 ate an apple

A4 2 &S vl Y} = Ji-sung drinks water

d 38l = (oA A9 10 A EZel) 7+ S H T = Young-hee ate snacks (last night
around 10 o'clock).

A& o] =& H-E 1} = The birds are singing songs.

St o &3 T o} = Anna attends college (university) [written form]

Qtb= tishS thd 8 = Anna attends college (university) [spoken form]

Notice that the time(©] A 19 10 A]3&°]) is inserted between S and O.

=1

A3} = apple

H AT} = ate

= = water

v} AT} = drink

o] A = yesterday

9 = night

o} A A9 = last night
10 A] =10 o'clock

¥ = approximately, around
H AT} = ate

Al =abird

A& = birds

= = song


http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2006/11/very-useful-verbs.html�
http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2008/09/verbs-formal-present-past.html�
http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2006/11/adjust-some-adjectives.html�
http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2008/09/adjectives-formal-present-past.html�
http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2008/08/adjectives-connective.html�
http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2008/08/adjectives-connective.html�

-2} =sing

t}u o} = attend

T} = attend (spoken form)

T} 2 = attend (formal spoken form)

For notes on particles, see (Particles - +, =, &, 7}, )

However, the main difference between Korean and English would be the possibility of
the omission of a subject in a sentence. A subject may not be used in a sentence if it is
known who or what the subject is. So, the sentences below are also correct and it is
common in spoken Korean (conversations).

8} A o] Tt} = (am/is) a student

A A o] T} = (am/is) a teacher

O] Aol & = (am/is) a doctor

Z 5} Al o] o] & = (am/is) a middle school student

2T} = runs

2 A G- o} = vigorously runs

A} =is big

2} = is small

2k o] BT} = is really pretty

A& 9 AT} = ate an apple

&S 141t} = drinks water

(1A A9 10 Al3Zoll) 7HA & W AT} = ate snacks (last night around 10 o'clock).
=& FE) = sing songs


http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2006/11/party-with-particles.html�

SWI1H - When, Where, Who, What, How and Why

Note: Please refer to Verbs - Present/Past for the spoken form of verbs.

When, where, who, what, how and why are very useful words to make a question and
they are convenient to use in conversations with friends. Here are some simple sentences.
You may hear these this pattern of the speech a lot from Korean dramas, animations, and
people.

To show you how they are used, I've made simple sentences using the verb,"go".
When: €1 4] 7}? = When do you go? (Lit. when go?)

Where: ] T} 7}? = Where do you go?

Who: 77} 7}? = Who is going?

What: ¥ 7} 7}? = What is going?

How: ©1®% A 7}? = How do you go?

Why: ¢} 7}? = Why do you go?

Note: The subject is usually omitted.

Eg.

Sam: I will go to school.

Jenny: 14| 7}? [Here, it would mean "When will you go?']

Sam: Peter told me that we are going to a museum!

Jenny: ¢1 4] 7}? [When are we going?]

14| 2} = When do you come?

¢ 21?2 = Why do you hit me?

¢ 2-°]? = Why do you cry?

¥ #? = What do I give to you? or What do you give to me? [Depends on the context]

Honorific Form

While the spoken form above is used between close friends or when older people are
talking to younger people in informal situations. The honorific form is used
commonly between adults, by people informal situations or when younger people are
speaking to older people.

e Just add 8- at the end of a sentence.

When: 1A 7} 2.2 = When do you go? (Lit. when go?)
Where: ©]t] 7} 2.2 = Where do you go?

Who: 77} 7F8.?2 = Who is going?


http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2006/11/very-useful-verbs.html�

What: ¥ 7} 7} 2.2 = What is going?

How: ¢] % Al 7} 8.2 = How do you go?

Why: ¢} 7} 2.2 = Why do you go?

A A 2} 2.2 = When do you come?

¢} A 2.2 = Why do you hit me?

¢ 20 82 = Why do you cry?

¥ ¥ 2.2 = What do I give to you? or What do you give to me? [Depends on the context]



Particles - —, =, =, 7}, ol

£/2 [Subject Particle]

/- is used at the beginning of a sentence and introduces the subject/topic. = is used
for pronouns/nouns without a final consonant, and <= for pronouns/nouns with a final
consonant. This is for the convenience of pronunciation. It is easier to say }+= than L},
and alternatively, it is easier to say A} -2 than A} ¢,

=1
Y =You
1 =He
Z1 = She

Eg.

U+ &3t} =1 amkind

U+ At = You are big

1+ AT} = He was small

55+ =T = sky is high

Abek2 ¢4 2] 31t} = human is intelligent
U= # ok =1ate

L= 53T =1 studied

&2 W %kt = John left

L% [Additive Particle]

%= is used in the similar way as +=/+>. However = adds the meaning of "also and t0o."

Note also that = is referring to the subject and not the rest of the sentence. ie.
NOT verbs

Eg.
% &35t} =1, too, am kind
Y% At} = You, too, are big
T1% ZFQFt} = He, too, was small.
3} %= =} = sky also is high
A% ¢ 2] 31t} = human also is intelligent
UE HAt} =1, too, ate
UE FH-3t} =1, too, studied
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£ 5 w5t} = John, too, left
Note:

Eg.

512 &Fo] 1t} = David was a king.

£ 2 =% 9ol 3t} = Solomon, too, was a king.

The additive meaning refers to % == and the sentence above shows that not only was
David a king but Solomon, too, was a king. '= always refers to the subject it has been
attached to.

If we want to attach the additive meaning not to the subject but to the rest of the sentence
then 5= is used instead at the beginning of a sentence.

Eg.

U512 %F*] 7] 9t} = David was a shepherd.

I oSl 2 o] It = David was also a king.

IE refers to %©] 21T and NOT the subject TF$! <. Therefore David was both a
shepherd and king.

£/Z [Object Particle]

£/% is the object particle. It is used for a word that is the object of the verb.

Eg.

U 2hH & WSt =1 ate noodles [Lit. noodles = ate]

A5 ¢ T} = read a book

Z2+E P4 Y = drank coke

TV & 5t} = watched TV

The only difference between & and = is that & is used for nouns with no final
consonant, and = for nouns without a final consonant for pronunciation's sake.

7}/ ] [Identifier Particle]

7}/¢] is used similarly as /= but 7}/°] is used when it is necessary to identify the
person/thing.

Eg.

W7} At} =1 bought [L} — U] when used before 7}]

U= 2tk =1 bought

They both mean "I bought" but 1] 7} 4t} identifies the subject, "I", and so puts more
emphasis on the subject rather than the rest of the sentece whereas W+= 4t T} emphasizes
2 TE. So in W7} A+t it is more concerned about "WHO" bought while U= AT} is



more concerned about what [ "DID".

W 7} ) = I bought [It wasn't anyone else but it was I who bought]
L= AT =1 bought [I bought rather than doing something else]

It is like in English where a person is raising his intonation on "I" to identify oneself as a
person who did something.

Eg.

Who bought a new t-shirt?

W7} Akl =1 bought

Note: it is wrong to say, U 2F©], because the person is asking who it was that bought.
What did you do in the city?

U= 755 A1, [1 bought shoes]

Note: The person is asking what I did in the city and so it is unnecessary to use the
identifier particle. The person asking the question already knows that it was I who did
something in the city. Therefore = is used rather than 7}.

Here again, 7} is used for words without a final consonant and ©| for words with a final
consonant.

ohul7F TV & HE. At} = Dad watched TV.

W] 7} v T} =1 drank

A o] Wt} = Little brother ate.

S} ©] =T} = The sky is high.

o] At} = The house is big.

ol [Time/Place Particle]

ol is used for any words related to time and place. ©I| particle is used between the subject
and the verb.

Al = Sam
St = Korea
A|Y = Jenny

5 =May [Thus 1 € is January, 2 ¥ is February and so on.]

AN-L- Sk=ro] 2t} = Sam, to Korea, went. [Sam went to Korea]

AY = 5 2ol 2t} = Jenny, in May, came. [Jenny came in May]

You can also make a long sentence.

AY = kol 5€oll 2 Aol gt} = Jenny, to Korea, in May, at AM, came. [Jenny
came to Korea in May, AM.]

Note: ©l| is used for words both with or without a final consonant.

8lulof| = at school

W 2ol = at hospital



This, It and That

One of the most frequently used words are "this, it and that".
This = ©] 3

It=21A

That = A A

e
i

o] oF. = This is a pencil.
7Fo]oF, =1t is a blackboard.
oF. = That is a flower.

2 o
S L

rlo rlo rlo

bl
ok

However, in spoken Korean, ©] 31, 4] 21 and L7 changes to ©] 71, 71, 2271 for more
convenience in pronunciation.

o]z A ojof,

171 Zspolof,

A7 Zolof.

"Here, there and over there" are used similarly to "This, it and that".

Formal

Here = ©| 3%

There = 713

Over there = #] 3¢

Informal

Here = & 7]

There = 77|

Over there = 4] 7|

Eg.

o] 7] oJt]oF? = where is here?/where is this place?

o] 7] = A& ©] oF. = Here is Seoul / This place is Seoul
o] 7] &= is also reduced to @] 7! for easier pronunciation.
o] 7] & - o1

A7NE - AR

A7 - A7

Sam: 3} o] t] 9102 Where is toilet?
Cindy: A 7]. Over there.

Sam: A 71 & 7-°F! Over there is exit!
Cindy: ©}.. o] 7]t} 1] 9k, Ahh... here. Sorry
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Nouns ["H A} - Present and Past Tenses

The table shows four different ways of saying something about an apple. There are two
main categories in Korean; written and spoken forms. You would use the former mostly
in literature and occasionally in conversation when you declare something, and the latter

in ordinary conversations. The particle, 7} (Particles - =, &=, =, 7}, 9ll), is attached to a

noun in the negative forms. However, in the spoken form, 7} can be omitted when
speaking.

Note: The verb ending, T} is used for nouns without a final consonant, and ©| t} for
nouns with a final consonant. Likewise, in the spoken form, ©F is used for nouns without
final consonant and ©] ©F for nouns with a final consonant. Also note that the identifier

particle, ©] is used for words with a final consonant instead of 7} which is used for words
without a final consonant.

AF3} = apple [AFEH/ALoF/ AR} 7H

A =pencil [AZo|th/ADoloA D o]

Factual/Declarative Present Past
(Written)
Positive AL}t A}3Fod o
Aotk Aot
Negative AF7t oh o [ Aba o) obu g
Aol ofyr} [ 1 o]
ohv]gieh
Dialogue/Conversation Present Past
(Spoken)
Positive A} 3}of A} 9 o]
A olof AHo] 3l
Negative NEUTed) A7
ol o} ol %]
AF (o) (el
ol o SRELL

Aptct [AFhoF] = apple
AFEZE o T [AF2H(7H ©FH ©F] = not apple
AT A3l 0] = was apple
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AF7E o STt [AFH(7F) ©FH 91 1] = was not apple

I would say "AF2} T} (An apple)" to somebody when I am pointing it out and informing
them about it. For example, I could say, "A} 2} T} (An apple!)" when I and Joe were
walking on the road and I found it on the tree. Then Joe could follow on by

saying "} oF, vl oF (No, it's a pear)" Notice that this time "¥l ©F" was used because Joe
is clarifying what's already been said/declared. Here is a scenario again:

5 A.: Ak} (Luke found an apple on the tree beside the road while Luke and Joe were
driving past an orchard)

Z: o}y of, vl o}, (Joe looked at it and he knew that it was a pear and told Luke that it
was a pear)

Luke: An apple!
Joe: No, it's a pear.

Polite Form

The table of the spoken form above illustrates the informal usage of spoken Korean,
especially between close friends or when older people are talking to younger people in
informal situations. The table below shows the formal usage that would be used
commonly between adults, between people in formal situations or when younger people
are speaking to older people.

Note: ©F changes to ]| 2. in the present tense, and 2 is added to the past tense.

Polite Spoken Form | Present Past
Positive Ababof A3kl o] @
Agolo g olgo| ool o
Negative AaHZH ey el & [ A7
A (el) ohlol e |ohigiol e
(o)
oh]gio] &

e For formal written form, T} changes to 94 YT}, and ¢} T} to o}'d U T}

One thing to notice in this formal written form is that ©] is not attached to 1. So it is
NOT <12 o] J LU T}, For present positives, regardless of the presence of the final
consonant, 9 Y T} is used.



Polite Written Form | Present Past
Positive ALY o AL S o
AP AZolAFsHH
Negative I ETRSEETEI=N PETR!
o] opgueh  [oluglsy
ol g o]
AU




Nouns - Nominalizing Verbs

To convert a verb to a noun:

1. Take Ut} off a plain verb (For a list of plain verbs, see Verbs - Present/Past)
2. Add 7] to it

HF — ¢17] = reading

AT — 22 7] = writing

€T — =71 = listening
23t} — ©3}7] = speaking
7+t — 717] = going

Lt — 27] = coming

Rt} — H 7] = watching
WU} — 7] = eating

ZFe} — A}7] = sleeping
2]t — 28] 7] = running
Attt — AF7] = buying

It} — Z7] =selling

Mt — A]7] = standing
ot} — k7] =sitting

At — A7) = living

=t — 7] = dying

Eg.

o] & & &7, 2271, £71, Eal7]+= 25 w5 5 8.5t} = When we learn
a foreign language, reading, writing, listening and speaking are all very important.

2] =10 = foreign language

1% w] = When we learn (To learn how to use "when", see Conjunctions - When)
R =all

] -%- = very

% 2 3}t} = important

o A= U] F & 3= H7|E o}l t} = Esther liked watching Milan's blue
sky.

2 = Milan (A city in Italy)

72 = blue

Sh& = sky

Fo}stt} = like

AL71 9} Z7] = ¥l X Y 22 9] 7] %}, = Buying and selling are the business's basis.

H] X 14 2~ = business

7] % = basis, foundation
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Nouns - Numbers and Counting

There are two ways of pronouncing numbers in Korean.
I've listed their respective pronunciations below.

The first list is used for dates, minutes and prices.
The second list is used for counting, age and hours.

<1> Dates, Minutes and Prices

For this list of pronunciations, the key to memorizing is to learn the first ten numbers.
That's &, o], 4, A}, @, 5, &, 2, 7 and 4]. Then it becomes easy to learn the rest.

For example,

11=10+1 -4+ =4
15=10+5 >4+ =49
20 = o] 4

30 = AH4

24=20+4 — o] 4] + A} = o] J A}
37=30+7— 4 + H =444
1=<

2=0]

3=7t

4=2}

5=%

6=

7=4

§=2

9=

10= 4]

=44

12=4{°]

13 =44t

20 =] 4]

25=0]4 2

30 = 44

40 = AR

50 = 9.4

56 =24+

70 =E A4
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[0.0]
(e
I
3
>

= H
100 =
101 =<
107 =93
120 = W o] 4
150 =" @ 4
200 = °]
202 = o] o]
537 = S WAFAL E [500 430 + 7 — . + AHA] + & = 9 WAk A
1000 =
2000 = ©] 3
2500 = ©] 31 @
10000 = v}

=

10500 = T2 9 [10000 + 500 — T+ + @ 1 = vk @ 1l
13847 = WAFH Tl AL 2

[10000 + 3000 + 800 + 40 + 7 — Rt + 213 + Zi) + A4 + 3 = Wb dajap 4] A

Note: Below are the examples of how these pronunciations are used for dates, minutes
and prices.

[Dates]

The order of the date is reversed in Korean. The day comes first, then month and then
year. [Year = 13, Month = &, Day = ¥ ]

28 Jan 2010 — 2010 19 28 U = o] W4 U ¥ o4&

[Minutes]

Notice that the first list is only used for minutes, NOT hours Use the second list of
pronunciations for hours. [hour = /\] minutes = E—, am= 24, pm= 2 %]
6:19 pm — L 6 A] 19 & = 2.5 oA Al 4

[Prices]

The Korean currency is called 'won.' Its symbol is \, and it's pronounced .
\12,800 — 12,800 ¥ = Who] Xl 2 ¢l

<2> Counting, Age and Hours

For this list of pronunciations, in addition to one to ten, you need to learn the
pronunciations of tens. They are 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80 and 90.

From 100, the pronunciation is the same as the first list above.
Thus a hundred(100) is ¥, thousand(1000) is %! and ten thousand (10000) is TF.

1=3h



O 00 3 &N L B W N
1 I

2 Q0 2 Ty v

Toh B9 TH > >

10=4
11=4<4 sy
12=949 =
13=< Al
17=4 43¢
20= 2%

21 =28 3}
N=15%
23 =25 Al
30=A&

40 =1}
50=41

55 =41 oAl
60 = o] 5=
70=d=
75=UAE A [70+5 - L& + T}A = A E A
80 =0l &=

90 = o}&
100 =4

189 = W O] £ O}F [100 + 80 +9 — W} + o & + o}-F = W0 Eo}-F]

Note: Below are the examples of how these pronunciations are used in counting, age and
hours.

[Counting]

First of all, it is used when counting the number of people in a class, cars in a car park,
apples on an apple tree, pencils or pens on a desk, etc.
1,2,3,4,5 ... =3k, =, AL YL B4

The counters used for different objects are also different.

For example,

six people = A A1 [A}=H]

five cars = %} T} O]

three apples = A2} Al| 7]]

two pencils = 12 72



four books = 2] 1]
ten roses = Y 1| EE 0|
Below is a list of some of the counters that are commonly used.

= people
v}2] = animals
o] = cars
7l = objects
Z}5- = long, lean objects
15 = trees
%] = flowers
A 2| = shoes

= paper
A = books
2k = age
% = floor [The first list of pronunciations is used for the floor, therefore the first floor =
2 =, second floor = ©] 5]
Also note that the final consonant of =, A, Y, 2~%& is omitted when attached to
counters. For example,
[Z-°]] 77 = two pieces of paper
[A14F] A A 2| = three pairs of shoes
[AF5H] UI™8 = four people
[L}o]] 2254k = twenty
It might be easy to see the fact that there are counters in English, too. “& is similar to
'pieces' and Z #| is similar to 'pairs'.

[Age]
Attach 4} to an age. For example, 20 = =54k 32 = A 2 T4k 58 = 41 of Gl A+

[Hours]

The second list of pronunciations for numbers are only used for hours,NOT minutes.
730 pm — 2% 7 A 30 = 25 AHA] AR or 9 U5 A] HE [HF means half]
10:25am — 274 10 A 25 & = 21 DA o] H &



& -8 X}[Adjectives] - Present and Past Tenses

There are two tables below to help you see that there are two categories in Korean. The
first table shows the written form usually used in writings and the second table shows the
spoken form normally used in conversations.

There are two ways of expressing negatives and "$+~" form which is more convenient to
use is more common than the other.

Factual/Declarative Present Past
(Written)
Positive i = T} nil- 2} T}
Negative w2 %] eFch | w2 ]
chwpzch [ergn
o whgiu}

Dialogue/Conversation Present Past
(Spoken)
Positive e} -5} ol
Negative w2 2] ol | wFE %]
oF wre} % gkol
oF 5ol

The List of Common Adjectives

Present Past

Positive Written Spoken Written Spoken
High o} o} E3t s 3k]
Low s} stol Sk} sgkol
Big ag A ZAth 7ol
Small At 2ol st} 2tskol
(size)

Spacious L3 o] o} L1 070]
Cramped = Zo} ok} Zg}o]




Many ) o} st kol
Small A} #of 9t 49l
(quantity)

Kind R EE gt} 2go]
Fast ek | w3k} w5} o]
Slow gt A Hr} -2 0]
Handsome solh |l Bl glgieh 51919}
Ugly A7 | A XA 300
Easy At 2k b 7 %]
Difficult ol o1 ¢ <] ol gtk o} & %l o]
Interesting A 2k A 2h A ATt A A A
Boring A Fskth [ <53l A5 3t A] 534

Hot =¥ RS A9 AR AR o]
Cold A |2k A7}51c} 17}510]
Warm mmai g 5= gl o) =g o]
Cool PEEEIEEE REE ] Al A gl
Wonderful P EPE 2490} 5]
Beautiful olggt ot [dzung  |dEusel
Pretty omer o o Tk of o]
Humble Aes [Ae A< A< 3o]
Lovely PEPEEEN RS R R




Adjectives - Polite [Present, Past]

Polite Form

While the informal spoken form in (Adjectives - Present, Past) is used between close
friends or when older people are talking to younger people in informal situations.

The polite form is used commonly between adults, by people in formal situations or when
younger people are speaking to older people.

There are two ways of expressing negatives and "$+~" form which is more convenient to
use is more common than the other.

e Just add &

Polite Spoken Present Past

Form

Positive ol 9 walo] Q

Negative w2 2] grol Q. =2 eF ko] &
ok e} g ok wsrol

Below is a table showing the formal written form. It is factual and declarative and so it is
usually used in formal speeches, presentations and conferences. The news anchors and
reporters also use this form while the newspaper articles use the informal form. Many
fairy tales and children's stories use this form, too.

Polite Written Present Past
Form
Positive w51 Tt w5221 ] o}
Negative w2 2] eFSsU ok | = X
S N o L=
o w3k o)

e Rules
Present Tense — Polite Written Form (Present)

First Take T} off an adjective, then:

1. For adjectives without a final consonant, add © U] T},


http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2008/09/adjectives-formal-present-past.html�
http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2006/11/adjust-some-adjectives.html�

Eg.

Wik 2 U — W51 U} = fast
At — FH = big
sttt — 29Ut} = kind
=Y — =Yt =slow

2. For adjectives with a final consonant, just add 54 T}.

Eg.

2t} — 25 YT = small
B - B5 YU = many
Ao — H5 T = casy
A — 7‘47&%14 T} = cold

Past Tense — Polite Written Form (Past)

e Take U} off the past tense and add 55 Y T}
AR Y — A S5 YT = was hot (temperature)
A7 v — 2F7H 55 Y o = was cold
HH]—E]—];]_ _ uulalf\q r/]. was fast
2Lt — 2F9k<5 Y T = was small (size)
E 4 — F 35U = was good
AW AT — AT A FHTF = was fun

72 — 54U T = was easy



Adjectives - Descriptive Form

Adjectives - Descriptive Form

The Table of Common Adjectives and Their Descriptive Forms

Written Form Plain Positive Descriptive
High =t} o
Low vt e
Big A =2
Small (size) Z+c} 2o
Spacious u no
Cramped =t} o
Many wr} o
Small (quantity) At} 2 o
Kind 23tk 23}
Fast i = T} i =
Slow et =
Handsome ot} 9] =
Ugly A7 A7
Easy St ES R
Difficult o] =t} o] &
Interesting 1w 9] A1) Q)=
Boring =] &35k} 2] =3}
Hot =4 AL
Cold Pi{xdast 2} 7}&-
Warm wsE st 2= 3
Cool NERS A=t NEE
Wonderful A As)ok 3 =3k
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Beautiful ol=dtr} ol ET}$-
Pretty o me T} of 1
Humble A5k A&k
Loving A2~ AL~
Red k2T Lds
Yellow w2t} w2

When adjectives are used in front of nouns, they must be converted to descriptive forms
and the following rules apply.

Rules
First, Take U} off and then,

1. Add < to any one letter word with a final consonant.
(Note: rules 2 and 3 override this rule.)

Eg.

At} e

22 A o] — a small dwarf
gFeh - ghe

SF2 & - athin arm

EH o2

=2 3= — ahigh sky

2. Add < to any adjective ending with A,

&3
aQ

30 30 %0

T

elicious food

Lode
>2 2 5g
o | ¥
Ir e

%
3
r

3232 1

+ #F — a good-looking car
O — A =

+ %3} — a fun movie

22 HE RN
2=

3. If the final consonant of a final letter is 2 or &, replace it with .

Eg.



4. If the final consonant of a final letter is B, take it off and add <.

Eg.
Ao — 7% = easy

7] = Al — an easy problem/question

O H T — o}5 U2 = beautiful
O} & T 2 — a beautiful flower
A} - A7+ = cold

AT — A E = hot

Exception: 7t} — &2, NOT =<

5. If the last letter doesn't have a final consonant, just add .

Eg.

HAT - wizl

% 2}E 2} — a cool car/nice car
of| T} s of ¥2

of| % -5 — pretty shoes
Irregular

e e

%2 A% — a good man

However, this descriptive form is usually used in writings. In spoken Korean, it is more
natural to say "beautiful flowers" as '2:©| o}& H T} rather than 'O} & U2 2ot}

Spoken Korean (Adjectives - Present/Past)

Zto] o} 5 )9 — The flower is beautiful.

A& %7} Bl A — The car is good-looking.

A7} 19 — The question is easy.

And the more casual pattern would exclude ©]/7} particles.

% o5ty

AbE =} HA]

A 19

If you replace T} of a plain adjective with Z], for example, Z* o} & H U — 2F
o}& = A]?2, it means "the flower is beautiful, isn't it?"

2L o} 5 #]? (That) flower is beautiful isn't it?
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A& 2F Bl %] 2] ? (That) car is good-looking, isn't it?
1Al 4 #]? (That) problem is easy, isn't it?

Formal Form

While the spoken form above is used between close friends or when older people are
talking to younger people in informal situations. The formal form is used

commonly between adults, by people in formal situations or when younger people are
speaking to older people.

e Just add 8- at the end of a sentence.

2 o} 5 1}9] & — The flower is beautiful

A& % B A & — The car is good-looking

Al 519 8 — The question is easy

% o} 5 ¥ 4] 8.2 The flower is beautiful isn't it?
A& =} W 2] A] 2.2 The car is cool, isn't it?

i Al 4 A] 2.2 The problem is easy, isn't it?

Note: Z] & is usually contracted and pronounced as 3%.
2 ol 57

EE R EES

A H %2



Adjectives - Connective

Adjectives - Connective Form

Rule

Take T} off an adjective and add 2 to it.

Written Form Present Connective
High = Fal
Low o} 3o

Big Ei=] Sk
Small (size) Z+c} Z} 31
Spacious 5] A
Cramped =t} =
Many = W
Small (quantity) | 2]t} KN
Kind =z} 23} a1
Fast i = T} = 31
Slow =g}t =g
Handsome el w9l
Ugly A7 xA7] a1
Easy |t Ha
Difficult o]Ht} o] a1
Interesting 2] o) 2]\ Q) a1
Boring A F st A F8kaL
Hot w mwHa
Cold z}7+ e} R il
Warm N N A
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Cool Al skt ki
Wonderful P A5tk = A
Beautiful ol=dt} o=
Pretty o me T} o 31
Humble A& AEsta
Loving Abe~ o} AV an

The connective form of adjectives is used:

1. To list adjectives
2. To link one sentence to the next.

1. To list adjectives

If I am to say "kind, beautiful and humble" the adjectives must be changed to their
connective forms except the last adjective which determines the tense of a sentence.
Therefore,

25} — a3

OFFHT - ol E L

ZFeFal ob 5 il A &3kt — kind, beautiful and humble

2bskar ob 5 g al A<=tk — was kind, beautiful and humble

As you can see the last adjective determines the tense of each sentence.

2. To link one sentence to the next.

The example below shows that three sentences can be linked together by using the
connective forms of adjectives.

2]+ &3, (Yuri is kind)

v U= o5 9. (Mina is beautiful)

4= A <=3l (Jinsu is humble)

fral el oL, vl o B, 2 A,

= Yuri is kind, Mina is beautiful and Jinsu is humble.
Formal Form

While the spoken form above is used between close friends or when older people are
talking to younger people in informal situations. Theformal form is used

commonly between adults, by people in formalsituations or when younger people are
speaking to older people.



e Add £ at the end of sentences

2= &3 8. (Yuri is kind)

v L= o5t 9] 8. (Mina is beautiful)

4= A48 2. (Jinsu is humble)

frel e #etaL, vy o E g AL, X A Q.

= Yuri is kind, Mina is beautiful and Jinsu is humble.



Verbs - Present, Past

Verbs - Present and Past Tenses
SA} [Verbs]

The plain form of verbs is almost never used in both written and spoken Korean. The
only instance where the plain form is used is when it's listed in the dictionary. The plain
form is the most basic form which can be conjugated to produce many other derivatives
and tenses of verbs.

There are two ways of expressing negatives and "$F~" form is more commonly used in
spoken Korean.

Examples of a plain form of verbs

sttt =do
Gt =run
W} = eat
74} = go
Factual/Declarative Plain Present Past
(Written)
Positive o o} H= w9l o}
Negative e e R
bt [orean
Dialogue/Conversation Plain Present Past
(Spoken)
Positive o o} ™ o] 9} o]
Negative m =) ekr} | W] oo} ™ 2] ©}9}o]
ok o] ot =30]

Note: The bold letters above indicate which one of the two alternatives is more
commonly used in each context.
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A Table of Commonly Used Verbs

Written Spoken

Plain Present Present Past
Run gt gt = o2 o]
Eat S 2 of EEE
Go 7+t Hass 7} 7¥ol
Stand o= At} A A
Come 2 2t} <} 9ko]
Sit gvt [eren oFo} skl
Buy Apr} 2} A} %
Sell 20 |wg Zo} 2 g}o]
Grow Aot [Aw R A5l
Throw LR s R A &4 Hxe]
Borow  [wely  [|wad  [wgg 2] u 3]
Lend welFo [welzg |weF wely  |WeFglol
Play = et} w9k} o} gk
Write e Bk A 3ol
Read 2] o= 991t} 9] 21 91o]
Listen = EE =Rt = =%
Live ag |ag ope} Ao} Lo
Die z0 |Fed [E99 Zof 9]

Plain Form — Present Tense (Written)

e Rules

1. For verbs with a final consonant, replace T} with =T}

Eg.

Mtk - M=) = eat

At} =T} — eat an apple

29 - A=) = walk




Abeh2 4 =1 — A human-being walks
W} — =T = believe
U= o d S U=t - I believe Jesus

2. For verbs without a final consonant, replace T} with - T},

Eg.

AT - AT =sleep

A= A &2 72} = Now birds sleep (= Now birds are sleeping)
7t} — 3t =go

Qlo}i= 8}l & I} = Min-a goes to school
3. For verbs with = as a final consonant, replace = with -,

Eg.

2T — AT =sell

o] 7}l &= <& ¥} — This shop sells fruits
2t} — A = live

A §-= o 7] ol A At} — Ji-u lives here

Plain Form — Past Tense (Written)

e Rules
First Take U} off a verb, then:

1. For verbs without a final consonant, just add #A.

Eg.

ALl AR+ 42 T} = 4T} = bought
7}k 7F + o = ZE) = went
Aeeh: Ae}+ # Tk = AT — grew
Note: 3}t} becomes 3T, NOT 3kt

2. For verbs with a final consonant, add % or L.
(For a verb with | or -1, add %k, and for a verb with 1, T or |, add %))

Eg.

G+ AT =G AT = flew

=50 E 4+ OLE} = &= 9}t = drove (a car), urged on (a horse)
ok ]+ A= AT =ate

=tk =+ 91‘:} =T = died

At} d + o = A At} = pushed



3. For verbs with | as a final verb, change it to 9 and add .

Eg.

Xt @4 - G > AF T = threw
Wt iy - 95 — W3 Y = borrowed
At Ae - A5 — A5t =to be loaded

4. For verbs with — as a final vowel, replace it with 1 and .

Eg.

Atk A — 7 — Z = grew
ATH 22— A — AT = wrote
Et}h E - 5| — 5t} = sprouted

Irregular Verbs
Eg.
3t - gk

=0 - =0

ot} o g}

Plain Form — Present Tense (Spoken)

e Rules
1. For verbs with }/ and no final consonant, just take T} off.

Eg.

7hek - 7
Ak - A
Abek — A}
Aeteh — 2a}

Exceptions: A verb with 3} as a final letter, 3} changes to 3.

Eg.

3t} — & (do)
A3ttt — 3l (want)
T-3tth — -3l (save)



2. For verbs with -/ T and no final consonant, add } for - verbs and - for T
verbs.

Eg.

et — 9

et - e

1] £t} — "] 3 (procrastinate)

3. For a verb with = as a final letter, add = to a letter before = and = changes to
2} for } /- verbs and & for 1/7/] verbs.

Eg.

7F2 0 — 22} (divide)

A2 — 2} (cut)

22t - 22} (climb)

TH 21 — 5 2] (massage)
T2 — = (roll)

7t2A 2 — 7F=2 A 2 (cross)

4. For a verb with 1 and no final consonant, change | to <.

Eg.
At} — A = lose
°] 7]t} — ©] A = win

HA Xt} - © A = throw

5. For a verb with a final consonant, first take T} off then add ©} for }/-- verbs,
and ©] for /T verbs.

Eg.

et — kol =it
H} — Ho] =eat
Irregular

=0 — 9] =listen

Past Tense (Written) — Past Tense (Spoken)

e simply change T} to 1.
g3t > 23lo] =ran
AT - HAo] =ate
Ztt — Zko] = went
ST — $ko] = came
3tk — w4l o] = drank
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e Rules

1. Plain Form — Polite Written Form (Present)

First Take U} off a plain verb, then:
1. For verbs without a final consonant, add H YT},

Eg.

Attt — A o = buy
7He — JU o = go

Attt — AU T = grow
sttt —» Ytk =do
HA o — - Yt} = throw
2T} — E YT = write
A2t —» U gyt = borrow

2. For verbs with a final consonant, just add U T}

Eg.

ot — M5 = eat
=0 - S5 =die
= — =5 Yt =listen
At - HFY T =read

3. For verbs with 2 as a final consonant, change = to B and add Y U}.

Eg.

gt - duth=fly
S0 — WY =play
2o — HuY = push

II. Past Tense — Polite Written Form (Past)

e Take U} off the past tense of a verb and add 54 T}
A — 25 YT = went

St — g5 YT = came

HAT - =HAFUT =ate

2t - E5lsF Y =ran

AT — A F U T = wrote

AU - AAFUT =read

2o — 554t = watched



Verbs - Future [Will]

Verbs - Will [~ TH

Study the rules and the table below. It should be easy to follow.
There are two ways of expressing negatives and "$+~" form which is more convenient to
use is more common than the other.

will do won't do
Written Form sk At A &S At
ok % At
Spoken Form 3k Aok sHA] ¢S A oF
¢k &k Aok

Note: The bold letters are the more commonly used form of the two alternatives in each
box.

Rules: Will

1. Take T} off a verb without a final consonant and attach 2 AT} to it.
eg.

S — 8 A (will do)

74— 2 AT (will go)

At} — 2 AT (will sleep)

2. Take T} off a verb with a final consonant and attach < At} to it.
eg.

HT} » WS A (will eat)

AoF - FS At} (will wear)

o} — ok-S ATt (will sit)

Rules: Won't
Take T} off a verb and attach ] &S 7t} to it.

eg.

sttt — 3HA] 25 AT (won't do)
7t} — 71A] ¢-& At} (won't go)
At} — 22| 288 At} (won't sleep)
9} — 92| & AT} (won't eat)
Yt — UA & AT} (won't wear)
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R} — k2] &S AT (won't sit)

Example Sentences

Aol 2 A oF? = Will you go home?

£L2 " ol E0]Z 7 oF = John will enter the museum
kol A 7] €} 2 Ao =1 will play the guitar in my room
Aleh= 9 & Ao = Sarah will swim

o5& =29k o] 4 Aok = David will beat Goliath

% =home

<+ =John

5] 7}t} = enter

71 €} = guitar

X T} = play (the instrument)
A}2} = Sarah

T%9 =swim

t}S! = David

= 2] 8t = Goliath
Question Form

Raise the tone of your voice at the last syllable to turn it into a question form.
=H 3 8 Aok (Will you watch Olympics?)

= & A oF? (Will you do(play) soccer?)

A& A oF? (Will you wash?/Will you take a shower?/Will you take a bath?)
H A 2 A oF? (Will you sleep already?)

Skl QF Z+ A oF? (Won't you go to school?)

A4l QF H5 AoF? (Won't you have lunch?)

o] & 9k ¢13 A oF? (Won't you read this book?)

Polite Form

While the spoken form above is used between close friends or when older people are
talking to younger people in informal situations. Thepolite form is used

commonly between adults, by people in formalsituations or when younger people are
speaking to older people.

Informal (Spoken) — Polite (Spoken)

Rule: oF — ol &

eg.

gk Aok — 3 Ad 2 =1willdo
HS Aok - HS Ao 2 =1will eat



g R &S Aok EEl A &S A8 =1won't run

Polite Spoken Will do Won't do
Form
g A A = Aol
oF &k A2

Aol 2 A4 82 =Will you go home?

&2 =Tl 517 Ao & = John will enter the museum
U= Wl A 71EF E A o] & =1 will play the guitar in my room
At 9 & A o) & = Sarah will swim

TSl =g ok o] Ao & = David will beat Goliath

&3 & 7o 29 (Will you watch Olympics?)

= & A o] 2.2 (Will you do(play) soccer?)

S Ao 8.2 (Will you wash?/Will you take a shower?/Will you take a bath?)
H A ZF A o 82 (Will you sleep already?)

skl 9F 2 A o 22 (Won't you go to school?)

A QF H & Ao 22 (Won't you have lunch?)

o] A oF ¢]1-8- A o] 8.2 (Won't you read this book?)

Informal (Written) — Polite (Written)

Rule: At - @AYt}

eg.

gAY - HYth=1willdo

HE A - HS HYt =1 will eat

g A &S A - EEl A ES HY =1 won't run

Will do Won't do
Polite Written ElgeeRBRs 3hA] &8 Ak

Form ot & AUt}
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Verbs - Continuous [~3 1 TH

Verbs - Continuous [~ T}

There are two ways of expressing negatives and "<+F~" form which is more convenient to
y

use 1s more common than the other.

Written Form Plain Form Present
Continuous
Positive W} a3l
Negative H 2] oF HA] A Q)
ok v} ok v 31 g}
Written Form Past Past Continuous
Positive ke Quit W3 JqAT
Negative H Z] gkt W] gk Il
ok v 9luh ok v 31 glgle}

Rules

Take T} off and add 3 %)t} for the positive form and A 2537 )T} for the negative
form.

Note: Replace T} with ©]/¢} to change a written form to its spoken form.

Eg.

AT} — 2231 91T} = is writing

I E &= F & 231 Y} = Peter is writing a book.

€ — &3 9t} =is listening

&S A3 E 31 )t} = Paul is listening to a sermon

U= A4S Wi 9lo] =1 am eating lunch

= g]oki= QF &2 a1 9J©] = Julia is not running

o}7] &= AFA] 2531 2 T} = The baby was not sleeping

A TS WA FA LA A Al A A AT = The English guardsman was
standing continuously in front of the Buckingham Palace.



Spoken Form

Spoken Form Present Continuous | Past Continuous

Positive W1 Q) W37 I3 o]

Negative Wz ka1 gl W] ek 9l o]
b mzglel  [oF wa g9l

Formal Form

While the spoken form above is used between close friends or when older people are

talking to younger people in informal situations. Theformal form is used

commonly between adults, by people in formalsituations or when younger people are

speaking to older people.

e Just add & at the end of a sentence.

Formal Spoken Present Continuous | Past Continuous
Form
Positive W31 9lo] e 21 =3 §ee K H R
Negative [ P I A3 s I s P I e
RO P ECE
o v 31 glglol o

e Formal Spoken Form — Formal Written Form

Rule: ©] & changes to 4 T

Formal Written

Present Continuous

Past Continuous

Form
Positive HaL sy Y Ha AJFHT
Negative W] gkl = A gL
9zt %Azt
ekl gk (o o
AAFUT

)
AW




Verbs - Connective Form

Rule
Take T} off a verb and add 2 to it.

The Table of Common Verbs and Their Connective Forms

Written Form | Plain Connective
Run Eih=s ==l
Eat =} =1

Go 7}t 7}
Stand At} A3
Come et Q.

Sit ot oraL
Buy Ape} Ap
Sell ) a1
Grow 2}k A} ar
Throw = At 155 P
Borrow 9l ]} vlg] o
Lend EIRE Rl S A= R
Play = =il
Write gy 2ol
Read ¢l ela
Listen to = =1
Live Akt Aba1

Die =t} =3l
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The connective form of verbs is used:

1. To list verbs
2. To link one sentence to the next.

1. To list verbs

For example, to say "run, eat and go," the verbs are changed to their connective forms
except the last verb which determines the tense of a sentence. Therefore,

gt - gy

W} o w3

2] 31 ¥ 31 7}t — run, eat and go

2] a2 31 ZFt} — ran, ate and went

2] 31 ¥ 31 7}3l Q) — running, eating and going

o] a1 2 At} — will run, eat and go

o] a1 7Far At — want to run, eat and go

As you can see the last verb decides the tense of each sentence.

2. To link one sentence to the next.

The example below shows that three sentences can be linked together by using the
connective forms of verbs.

2] 8taloll 7} (Yuri goes to school)

9= vhel| A =0}, (Jinsu plays outside)

v U= & 2] o], (Mina reads)

Sel shel] 7haL, A4 el A 3, v us 4 9]

= Yuri goes to school, Jinsu plays outside and Mina reads.

However, when verbs are used to link sentences, the tense of each verb is independent
and the last verb does not affect the tense of other verbs.

2] = 8taloll Zkoq. (Yuri went to school)

219 whell A &= A oF. (Jinsu will play outside)

v A 2] o], (Mina reads (=Mina is reading)

el shael R, A5 el A B A 1, Pk A 9]

= Yuri went to school, Jinsu will play outside and Mina is reading.
More examples
Eg.

I ate and slept — Y} = 3L 5k
read and heard — ¢} 3L St}



3t} = do
=1} = play[muck around]
™ A = first (of all)

Do homework first then play — HA] < A 8} 2L =0}

o] Aol M= 7S Abar Zo},
= This shop sells and buys meat.

™

} 4 = shop
47 = this shop
117] = meat

O

o]



Verbs - Can

Verbs - Can [~5~ A TH

Informal Can do Could do

Written sk 4= 9l SRS el=s

Spoken g = 2l & Q%o

Informal Can't do Couldn't do

Written |2t 5= g 3 5 A

Spoken [T 5glel [+
2 9 % go]

Note: In spoken Korean, 3% 3ll and % 3} ©] are more commonly used than & <= $1©]
and & 7 3130 ].

Rules

1. Take T} off a plain form of verbs without a final consonant and attach =2 I it
For verbs which have 2 as a final consonant, attach 5~ 3.t}

Eg.

sttt — & 4= 31T} (can do)

7ttt — 2 = A (can go)

Bt — &5 4 Y (can see)

HEA T — R 9= 1t} (can drink)
gt - @3 4 AT (can run)

At — 2= AT} (can sleep)

=T — & 5 AU (can play/muck around)
4t — 24 QT (can live)

Gt - 9 AT (can fly)

2.Take T} off a verb with a final consonant and add < 5~ 1t}

Eg.

9} — 9 5= AT} (can eat)
At - A& F AT} (can wear)
ottt — 2FS 7 T (can sit)
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At — F= 4  (can catch)

Exceptions
= — == 7 At (can hear)
2t - A& A (can walk)

3. Insert X in front of the spoken form of positive informal verbs to express "can't
do" and "couldn't do."

Eg.

&l — 3 3l (can't do)

o} — 3 ¢} (can't come)

Bl — 3 H} (can't see)

7F — 5 7} (can't go)

=9 - X 9] (can't hear)

o] — 3 Mo (can't eat)

%Xl — 3 Zke] (couldn't go)
E0 - % 5209 (couldn't hear)
o] — 5 H o (couldn't eat)

Example Sentences

X Efi= wh2] &9 9= 91t} = A cheetah can run fast.
TIA = 35S AU = A lark can fly in the sky.

E2a2 oy #7715 E 5 3tk = Solomon can solve a difficult riddle.
off ¢tE &2 BHE T &4 4 1t} = A pet cannot enter the museum.
71€} 2 4= 9l =1 can play the guitar.

U&= dl &2 & 9 o] =1 can't eat seafood.

o}l x| 8halof & Zko] = Because I was sick, I couldn't go to school.

Z] E} = cheetah

2] = fast, quickly

o) =fly

T YA = lark

< = John

1= Y = museum

E0]7}t} = enter

7]} = guitar
Xt} = play (the instrument)
A}2} = Sarah

T4 =swim

% 2 = Solomon
o] & - = difficult

T4 7] =riddle

=1} = solve



o}3L T} = sick
3l & = seafood

Formal Form

Formal Can do Could do

Witen |25 gyt |25 adleyn

Spoken Sk qloj e & AR 8

Formal Can't do Couldn't do

Written gk glssU o o sy Th

Spoken sk = gloja & T gl e
L) 5 glo 2

Note:

The informal spoken form is used between close friends or when older people are talking
to younger people in informal situations. Theformal form is used commonly between
adults, by people in formalsituations or when younger people are speaking to older
people.

5 &) 2 and 3 3 ©] 2 are more commonly used than 3t 5= §1¢] & and 3t =
o a.

Rules

1. Informal (Written) — Formal (Written)
- Replace T} with 54 T}

2. Informal (Spoken) — Formal (Spoken)
- Attach £ at the end of a sentence.



Verbs - Have

Verbs - Have (21 T}) / Don't have (§1T})

There are two ways of expressing negatives and "$t~" form which is more convenient to
use is more common than the other.

Written Form Have Don't have
At stk
EER = PR
2o}
QF 7HA AL vt
Spoken Form Have Don't have
A glol
R I E R EE
oo}
xe)

]F 71A] AL 9lod

Have (1TH

Expressing that you have/own something is easy to do. You use a verb, 31T} 8l
essentially means "there is." Although there is a word for "have" which is "7}F4] 2L Q1 T},
It is not commonly used in spoken Korean because it is just too long to say so we use
instead ") T}".

written form — %}

spoken form — %}

Sentences

Written Form

o] It} =1 have a book (Lit. There is a book)
&l = 3£ 0] 9Jt} =1 have a mobile phone

A A7} At} =1 have a watch

A S 7}A] 2L 91 Th =1 have a book

M =58 7FA AL LT =1 have a mobile phone
Spoken Form

A(&) 7HA AL Sle]
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AE=E(E) 7HA AL 3o

2 (o)) Sef

A=E(0]) 3

A A A

Note: 1. Use ©|/7} with "1 T} and =/ with "7}A] a1 1T}
2. The object particles are normally unspoken.

When you have a brother or sister, you CANNOT use "7} 2 9] T}" because it implies
the ownership. You don't own a brother or sister but simply there is a brother or sister in
your family. So you must use 1 T}

For example,

Written Form

@5 A o] 2t (I have a younger brother)
o] 5 A o] LTI have a younger sister)
Spoken Form

w52 (°]) 21°] (I have a younger brother)
& (°]) 21e] (1 have an older brother)
(71 2191 (I have an older sister)

Don't have (§1T})

1T} means "don't have" or literally "there isn't." The negative form of 7}%] aL ¢l T} is
7FA] a1 91 A] 25} or more commonly SF 7} AL Q)

For example,

Written Form

AT — glet

have — don't have (Lit. there isn't)

ZHAI AL Y — ZFA AL LA e T
have — don't have

Spoken Form

slo] — glo]

have — don't have (Lit. there isn't)

7EA| AL 9lo] — ZFA AL QU A] eFot
have — don't have

Sentences

Written Form

A o] ¢l T don't have a book)

&l = £ o] LT} (I don't have a mobile phone)

A AZF $1EF (I don't have a watch)

A& 7FA] 3L A A] 25T} (1 don't have/own a book)



(A

TS 7FA a1 A A] 25 (1 don't have/own a mobile phone)

Spoken Form

EIQNE

WEE () §lo]

AA7H $1e]
2)(&) 744 31 917 erol
WE=E(E) 7HA 3L A Sot

Question Form

In spoken Korean, you'd simply change your intonation by raising the tone at the last
letter. To practice this, you'd need to watch Korean dramas or other TV programmes.
Listen carefully to actors' intonation when they're asking or questioning.

w52 (©]) 21°]1? (Do you have a younger brother?)
& (°]) 21217 (Do you have an older brother?)
(71 2121? (Do you have an older sister?)

A (0]) g1°]? (Don't you have a book?)

gl = 3= (0]) $1o1? (Don't you have a mobile phone?)
A A(7F) €122 (Don't you have a watch?)

Formal Form

While the spoken form above is used between close friends or when older people are
talking to younger people in informal situations. Theformal form is used

commonly between adults, by people in formalsituations or when younger people are

speaking to older people.

1. Informal (Spoken) — Formal (Spoken)

e Just add & at the end of a sentence.

Formal Spoken Have Don't have
Form

9101 & glo) 8

A a 9lel e | 7FA AL A
olol g
oF 7}A] a1
Aol L

@54 210182 (Do you have a younger brother?)
& 21°] 2.2 (Do you have an older brother?)



©] 2.7 (Do you have an older sister?)
g1°1 8.2 (Don't you have a book?)
$101 8.2 (Don't you have a mobile phone?)

II. Informal (Written) — Formal (Written)

ot} - #UT

Formal Written
Form

Have

Don't have

AsHH

gl

74 3t 451 )

7HA AL 91 A
gEUt
%t 7FA AL

ek
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Verbs - Want

Verbs - Want [~3L A T}

Informal Written |Present Past
Form
Positive skal Al 3t Aok
Negative oL A A] oF a1 21 A
at7] vt o ket
at7] A
Informal Spoken | Present Past
Form
Positive &1 2] o] 33 210
Negative SFal A A ol | SFar Al A
517] 2o ergrol
8171 21210

Note: 3}3L A A] &t} and 3} 7| 4T} both mean "I don't want to do." However, In
written Korean, 5} 3L 41 A] 24T} is more commonly used whereas in spoken Korean,
3171 4 ¢] is more commonly used. 3} 7] 4 ¢ literally means "I hate to do."

The bold letters indicate which one is more commonly used.

Rule

Take T} off a plain form of verbs and attach 3. A th/a1 A At/ 7] A l/7] & vh/ar
2loy/a1 21919 ete.

Examples (Written Form)

3t} — &}ar At} =1 want to do.

‘215}—> = 31 At} =] want to eat.

9t — Fal A0 =1 wanted to fly.

=0 — =3l A A 29k} =1 did't want to play.

AT — wpA] 3 A X @ QET} =1 didn't want to drink.
UL 7F B 31 Al %] @29kt =1 didn't want to eat a banana.
st ol A gL A A] 28T =1didn't want to fly in the sky.
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Examples (Spoken Form)

5= N 3}37_ 4 o] =1 want to do.

W} — M 31 A1 o] =] want to eat.
gt — ‘éLJ— A

E— 57

AT — 1A 7] A
Wb} v 4

ats 9] H

Questions (Spoken Form)

ZFal A1 ©]? = Do you want to sleep?

o], A}aL
¥ e
o = AL
ojt] 7kaL

Al o], = Yes, I want to sleep.
41 ©1? = What do you want to eat?
24l o}, =1 want to eat noodles.
4112 = Where do you want to go?

o} = wanted to fly.

4 o] =1 don't want to play.
o] =1 didn't want to drink.
J o] =1 don't want to eat a banana.
o] =1 didn't want to fly in the sky.

ol 7131 Ao}, =1 want to go to a park.

Formal Form

Formal Present Past

Written Form

Positive 3t A5y st A5

Negative stal A A FUT sk A A sy
sh7] 54 sh7] A AHFY

Formal Present Past

Spoken Form

Positive Sl Aoja slal Ao a

Negative |43 217 stobe  |sar 217 exspela

3l7] dola sl7] Hlol s

Note: The informal spoken form is used between close friends or when older people are

talking to younger people in informal situations. The formal form is used

commonly between adults, by people informal situations or when younger people are

speaking to older people.

Rules

For the formal written form, the suffix , T}, is replaced by + U t}.
For the formal spoken form, attach 8- at the end of a sentence.




Examples (Written Form)

3t — 6}1 A &Y ) =1 want to do.

HT} - W3 A5t =1 want to eat.

gt — ‘éL—L A E5 Yt =1 wanted to fly.

ET — =31 A 4] @ kS Yt =1did't want to play.

upA T} — wpA] 31 A1 2] eF kU T} =1 didn't want to drink.

Examples (Spoken form)
3t} — 3Far Al o] & =1 want to do.
WU} — B3l 210] Q =] want to eat.

gt — 23ar 499 8 =1 wanted to fly.
1 — =7 4391 8 =1did't want to play.
Al TE — wEA] 7] A 9le] 8 =1 didn't want to drink.

More examples

Z}a1 A1 o 82 = Do you want to sleep?

Y. Akl 21o] Q. = Yes, I want to sleep.

¥ = 31 4 o] 292 = What do you want to eat?

2hH W31 Ao @ =1 want to eat noodles.
ojt] 7}al 4l o 82 = Where do you want to go?
ol 7Far Ao Q. =1 want to go to a park.

In addition:
When talking about a third person, '3 4 ©] SFT} is used instead of 3 4l T}, and 'L
A o] &))" instead of I 41 9],

Examples

Fhch o 7han Ao gt

T =77l 7Far Al of $Ht} = Luke wants to go to the theatre.

’An) = A2 mRA] AL Al o] 3)) = Sunmi wants to drink an apple juice.



Verbs - Descriptive Form 1

Verbs - Descriptive Form I

The descriptive form I of verbs takes the meaning of "~ing." (ie. Continuous), or is used
as a present tense clause involving "which, that, who etc.".

Written Form Plain Descriptive 1
Positive g2} =R
Negative 2] x| &} gy x =

The Table of Common Verbs and Their Descriptive Forms I

Written Form Plain Descriptive |
Run e} R
Eat o} M=

Go da=s 7=
Stand Sh=: A=
Come 2 2=

Sit okt o
Buy A} A
Sell o} =
Grow 22t et =
Throw = Aok x| =
Borrow B, e =
Lend e e
Play =T =
Write 2Rt} > =
Read vt o=
Listen to =r} ==
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Live ko) A=
Die =t ER=

These descriptive forms I are used in front of nouns to describe them, and form a present
tense clause involving "who, which, that" of English. For example, the descriptive form I
of 7}t is 7}+= and 7}+= 7] 2} means a "train which goes". Literally, 7}+= means
"going" therefore 7}+= 7] A} = a going train.

e Rules
First, take T} off a verb and then,
1.add ©

Eg.

HT} — 9= = eating

A3t 8 = A o] — a dwarf who eats an apple (= Lit. an apple-eating dwarf)
FAY — ZF A= = sleeping

A= &5 — a princess who sleeps (= Lit. A sleeping princess)

= E]— — S+ = dying

= X /‘]- — a soldier who is dying (= Lit. a dying soldier)

W} — WX] 2= = not believing/unbelieving

W] ¢k= Eul2 — Thomas who does not believe (= Lit. unbelieving Thomas)

2. Take £ off a verb with a final consonant, 2 and add <.

Eg.
It — 3= = selling
&% I 7HAl — A shop which sells antiques (= Lit. An antique-selling shop)
/\er R /\} i
A= 3 — A place where I'm living (= Lit. A living place)

More examples

Apatol| A Z}ek= 41917 = A cactus which grows in the desert (= Lit. A desert-growing
cactus)
W7} ¢ = A2 o} 9 8} t}. = All the books that I read are informative.



Verbs - Descriptive Form 11

Verbs - Descriptive Form I1

The descriptive form II of verbs takes the meaning of "~ed." (ie. past tense) or is used as
a past tense clause involving "who, which, that etc.".

Written Form Plain Descriptive 11
Positive =gl =g
Negative gg]x] o tha] %] oFe

The Table of Common Verbs and Their Descriptive Forms 11

Written Form Plain Descriptive 11
Run gy ol
Eat o o} o o
Go 7+t s
Stand At} 2l
Come < 2

Sit ortt ok
Buy Abtt Ak

Sell o} 7
Grow Z}e} ot 22k
Throw 4]} 1= 5d)
Borrow Heo e
Lend R, = b
Play =t =
Write AT} 2=
Read ot o=
Listen to =} o
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Live Attt Ak

. ==z = O
Die =t =

Verbs can be used in front of nouns to describe them, and form a past tense clause
involving "who, which, that" of English. For example, the descriptive form II of T L} o}
is ™ % and ™+ 7] 2} means a "train which left". Literally, ™ '+ means "left" therefore
Wk 7] 2} = a left train

e Rules
First, take T} off a verb and then,

1. For verbs with a final consonant, add <

Eg.

Hol — 22 =ate

AR 2 ‘/“(E o] — a dwarf who ate an apple
=T — 52 = died/dead

=21 /\} — a dead soldier (= a soldier who died)
W} — 2] 2k = disbelieved

W 2] k& Enl2 — Thomas who disbelieved
81tk — ]2 =read (past tense)

%] 2 7] A} — an article that I read

2. For verbs without a final consonant and verbs with 2 as a final consonant,
replace it with - as a final consonant.

Eg.
W2t — W7 = borrowed
W19 A — a book which I borrowed (Lit. a borrowed book)
AT <& = wrote
A F7h 7} 2= B3 = the gospel which St. Luke wrote
Tt} — HF = stopped

lﬂ 2~7} W= 3 = a place where the bus stopped
Sentences: Negatives

71ttt — 7]t el A %+ = didn't wait
TEE 71H2] A %2 311 — a servant who didn't wait for the Lord
HT} — WX 252 = didn't eat
S24& WA &8 7 = a dog who didn't eat food
] O}E} — i7] SFA] 282 = didn't give up
7FA] 7] 8FA] 252 & = Job who didn't give up till the end

mlj l-Ll u



Verbs - Spoken Form

The Spoken Form of Verbs

The following dialogue between two close friends involve the informal spoken forms of
verbs.

well

(% fo fo
Il
U,’:)T‘
o
S
S
=S
0Q

2 ol 2 0 ol

27 =11 go first
This dialogue should be easy to comprehend.

) 3} A] 2 = The conversation starts
&5 Ao, # 8l?

A - H o,

ol 7k

: o], gl 7}

cAA 72

19 Ao,

: <2

: Shalof A F 53],

: A e]?

o] Ao,

sl A FE-E?
A o] 7FE A FAM.

2oz Moo Noox N oox N oox N oox XN ox X oox
o <o <o Ho 4o o Ho Ho 4o <o Ho Ho Ho <o Ho Ho o Ho Ho

o

Sang-u: Ji-u, what are you doing?
Ji-u: I'm eating.

Sang-u: Where are you going?
Ji-u: I'm going to school.
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Sang-u: When are you going?

Ji-u: At 9 o'clock.

Sang-u: Why? [are you going to school?]
Ji-u: I study at school.

Sang-u: Is it fun?

Ji-u: Yes, it's fun.

Sang-u: How do you study?

Ji-u: My teacher teaches me.

Sang-u: Ahh... really?

Ji-u: Yeap. How about you?

Sang-u: I'll go shopping

Ji-u: When?

Sang-u: At 3 o'clock pm.

Ji-u: Did you have a meal?

Sang-u: Yes. I have. I'll go first then. Bye~
Ji-u: Bye~

This is a conversation between Sang-u and Ji-u. This is a type of conversation that is
common between close friends, yet it is extremely simple to understand even for
beginners of Korean. So pay attention to how these "spoken forms" are used.

e A list of written forms and their respective spoken forms.

Written Form - Spoken Form
[For detailed explanation, refer to (Verbs - Present, Past)]

go="7}t}- 7}
come = 2.t} - ¢}
do= 31} - 3}

eat = ¥ T} - ¥ 0]
give = Tt} -

receive = BFT} - Bro}
play = =1t} - &=}

sleep = A}t - A}

run = €20} - &

teach =7} 2 Xt} - 7} 2
learn = Wj -t} - wlj ]

These spoken forms are informal so you should only use them with very close friends.
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Adverbs - 5-A}

Adverbs — F-A}

Adjective Present Adverb

Positive At} A

Negative A & A A
A=A

Note: =LA 2 A is more commonly used in written Korean while +=1 7 is more
common in spoken Korean.

Rules

1. Take T} off an adjective of the present tense and attach Al/X] &7 to it.
2. Attach <} to a positive form of adverbs to turn it into its negative form.

Written Present Adverb
High =t} =, =0l
Low = A

Big Atk A

Small (size) | &t} ZHA|
Spacious L il
Delicious sttt SESUA
Many w A, Bol
Small At A A
(quantity)

Kind -5t} 2F A
Fast i = o} = A, k2]
Slow gt} =g A
Handsome A 2
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Note:
Adverbs come just before verbs to describe actions.

@}, W=t} and 3 U} each have two adverbial forms. 2 ©], ®2] and 3% ©| are more
commonly used than 27|, W2 7] and = 7).

Example sentences

L= 2ol A E Ukl Al # AT} =1 ate my steak deliciously.

AEol= =g Al 21 = A tortoise walks slowly

WHS wWol Wt} =1 ate a big meal. (Lit. I ate a meal a lot.)

Aol W-2] 7}2H = Let's go home quickly!

A= A5 A 714 ] @5t} = Cheol-su ran fast to the finish line.

9= Ale] AE A A W5} = Seong-u made a large cake. (Lit.Seong-u made his
cake big.)

o] Y= A} 7} E 2] £} = The higher a bird flies, the farther it sees. (Lit. A bird
which flies high sees afar.)



Particles - 7|/l Al/3tE]

Particles - 7|/l 7l|/3+E] [Dative Particle]

The dative particle, ©l| 7l/$+H], is mainly used for someone/something to whom you are

giving something. 7| is a honorific form, ©l| 7| is a formal form and ¥ is an informal
form.

Eg. 1
oFH A 7] A &S =3t = To my father, I gave a present.

o} ¥ ] = Father

A5 = present

= 2]t} = give (honorific form)
T %t} = gave (honorific form)

Eg.2
ofmol Al A =S =%t} = To my dad, I gave a present.

ohuik = Dad

A& = present

= 2]t} = give (honorific form)
T %t} = gave (honorific form)

Eg3
FUgHE =& At} = To older sister, 1 gave water

U = older sister
= = water

T} = give

T AT} = gave

(&) Z5-E /ol Al A /8HE| 4] is used when you are receiving something from someone.
Again, (2.)Z ¥ is an honorific form, °l] 7| A is formal and S+¥]| 4] is informal.

Eg.1

0§ o 2 K A4S W3k} = From the president, I received a prize.
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Eg.2
Anto] Al HAX|E HEQETF = From mum, I received a letter

A = mum

HA] = letter

Q) = receive
1Rk} = received

Eg.2

e A 2&2) S &0 Y = From older brother, I heard news
3 = older brother

2] =news

=t} = hear

=) = heard
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Particles - S £ /%

Particles - &2 /%

Use 2 = for words that have a final consonant and = for words that don't. (Exception:
Use = for words that have = as a final consonant.)

e.g.

E 807 = by truck
7 3T H & = by/with a computer
A 2 = by/with pencil

I. © Z/= is used for tools/methods/transport with which you do something.

Eg.1

7H 2 F ol & 25t} = With scissors, 1 cut a paper.
AF 2 18-S 1%t = With a pencil, I drew a picture.
g2 APFE it} = With a bow, I did hunting.

7}€] = scissors

<] = paper

A2} = cut

25X T} = cut (past)

1= = pencil

T1% = picture

18]t} = draw

15T} = drew

2t = bow

AP = hunting

sttt = do

ot =did

APES 31t = do hunting

Eg.2

OS2 2 e = =89S o] Zt) = With his good brain, David beat Goliath.
U= Ao 2 HS H 9kt = By my imagination, I saw the heaven.

Zuf 7| = & 22 E317] & 73kt = With its large beak, the gull caught a fish.
t}8l = David

+2 =good

™ 2] = head (brain)
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= 2] St = Goliath
o] 7]t} = win/beat
A4} = imagination
Z = = heaven
B} =see

H T} =saw

Zuf} 7] = a gull

< =big, large

E-2] = beak
5 117] = fish
ZHt} = catch

4T} = caught

Eg.3

H] &) 7] = A o] Zkt} = By a plane, I went to an island.

k=2 8Fal7kA] 1 Al 7+ A - T = By car, it takes an hour to school.

KTX 2 A &0l A §-471A] 3 A1 7F A -t} = By KTX, it takes 3 hours to go from
Seoul to Busan.

H] & 7] = plane

] =island
7+t = go
25tk = went
2} = car

8}l = school
Al ZF = hour

4 2]t} = take (time)
A YT} = take (time)
KTX = Korea Train Express

II. ©=/Z is used for a destination/place for which you are headed.

A= 0.2 7t} =1 am headed for the heaven

A= 0.2 5] 7}= 1t = a door for entering the heaven

Uon = Beko 2 wRho] 8 = Naomi left for Moab

AL Ho 2 3k} = Jim went home.

The difference between ©. 2 /= and ©I|/7)] is that © = /= emphasises where one is
headed/has gone whereas °ll/7] doesn't.

U= H o2 3t} =1 went home. (I didn't go to any other place.)



Particles - ] A1, 7}A] [From, to: at/in]

ol 4, 74 [From, to]
of| A and 7} 4| are used after places/times just like "from" and "to" in English.

Example sentences

el A 8 a7} 4] = From home to school

1 Aol A 2 A]7FA] = From 1pm to 2pm

=0l A gko] =1 came from England

A A3 7] S84 55 EF =1 climbed up to the summit of the mountain.
A 97 A] & o} 2} = Come back by evening

%= = England

A+ 4% = mountain summit

#19 = evening

A [At/in]
o] 4 is used after places to mean that something is happening at a particular place.

Example sentences

ghalof| A 1] A &5 gt} = At school, we played American football.

A2 F o A WS W T} = At a Japanese restaurant, 1 ate sushi.
ﬂ of| 4] Wl =X1¥-5- % o} = In a park, we played badminton.

‘%}Oﬂ A FH-E 3t} = In my room, I studied.

3} 2 of| A AF9] & ST} = In the bathroom, I had a shower.

1] 2] % = American football

= Japanese restaurant

= sush1

park

=¥l = badminton

rjz I
I

_*
3
3
3

study (noun)
3 T} = studied
2l = bathroom/toilet
AE9] = shower
AF9]1E U} = had a shower (Lit. did a shower)

1o ol ol o E, ol BN

o,>i Jr Hz o
> mlm ||

Note: In spoken Korean, &/ is usually omitted.
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For example:
FTHE At — &5 o (I studied)
AR E Tt — AFS] o] (1 had a shower)

S Wt - A9 92l o] (1 had dinner)



Particles - %} [only]

_%F [Only Particle]

Tk essentially means "only" and it is used after a noun. Sometimes, 2% is used before a
noun to emphasize the "only-ness."
ek ] 5t} = Only I left.
ol et TV & E T = Only Dad watched TV.
Suk o] g} dlof] $kt}. = Only Ruth came to Israel.
&9k vl T} =1 drank only water.
2|22 G517k 3T} = Stephen bought only shoes.
@ 2] UrE = It} = Only I ate.
Z1t o] & 353l T} = Only Paul studied Korean.

2] &9k 1 53t} = Only John left.
9} can be also used for nominalized verbs.(Nouns - Nominalizing Verbs) In this case, 5F
3l U} is attched after a nominalized verb.

o to
N N
N MUt

U= 2 7] 9k gith =1 did only eating.
21749 &3t =] 53177 Flt}. = Paul, for a week, did only studying

FTEYPAA E Feet= A7) 9 T} = The koala, which I saw at the zoo, did only

¢

FEYol| A E 722} = The koala, which I saw at the zoo

For a detailed explanation of the descriptive verb, see (Verbs - Descriptive I)
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Possessive - 2]

Possessive - 2]
Rule
e Add 9] to a noun. (Note: mainly used in a written form)

Eg.

o+ o] 5] = my

Ul + 9] — 19| = your

1+ 9 — 719] =his

T + 9] - 119 ] =her

However, in most spoken Korean, they are simplified for easier pronunciation.

Eg.

o) -

1] 2] — 4] (pronounced 1)

19)/719 9] — A, 7H (not commonly used)

+7Hwho) — =+ (whose)

For all possessives, only U] and 4|(1]) are commonly used in spoken Korean. In most
cases 2] is omitted.

Eg.

My car = U] %}

Your shoes = U] 21'% (pronounced Y A1)

Michael's car = 7} 0] & 2] A}-5 2} (written form) or P} o] = =} (spoken form)
Notice that 2] has been omitted, and A}-5 %} has been simplified to %}

7 2}FoE? (Whose car is it?)

ulo] = (Z}) (You can either answer by saying "}°] = or 7}o] = 2}

In spoken Korean, 'he/she' or 'his/her' are rarely (almost never) used. Instead, his/her
name is addressed as a subject in a first sentence, and then omitted for sentences
following. This is the same for possessive forms. Instead of 'his/her', 'Michael's/Lisa's' are
used.

Eg.

Lisa's friend1: 2] A} 7} X1 %} o ] | (Lisa's handbag is really pretty)

Lisa's friend2: X%} Y= 214 A3l AT}, (Really? 1, too, want to buy that)

Another thing to note is that U] is attached to a personal name if a noun being possessed

is a group/organisation. (Spoken Form)
Lisa's friend1: 2] AFH] 3 1A} # (Lisa's house is really big)
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Lisa's friend2: 2] AFY] 8l % A. (Lisa's school, too, is big)

Note: A school, house, company and country are some of the 'group/organisation' nouns
that require Y| attached to a personal name which are being possessive. Any other
personal items such as one's bag, car and so on do not need U] attached to a personal
name.



Conjunctions - And

18] 3L [and]
Z12] 31 can only be used between sentences.

Yesterday = ] A

Book = ]

Banana = H}L}L}

read = ¢/

read[past] = &} A T}
sleep = At} slept = 54 TF

Eg.

oA AL o]t 18] 3L ZFt}. [Yesterday, read book. And slept.]

v = Bkl o) Z12] 31 @t} [Banana is delicious. And sweet.]

The two sentences are linked by 1 2] 31 but they are still separate. To link two or more
sentences into one sentence, please refer to Verbs - Connective.

2}/7} ['and’ for nouns]

2}/7} is used for nouns. Use ¢} after nouns without a final consonant, and ¥} for nouns
with a final consonant. ¥}/<} is only used to join nouns.

Eg.

vt} 2} 4F = Sea and Mountain

et =Youand I

W3} ¥ = rice and bread

2 3} A8 3} F 0] =book, pencil and paper
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Conjunctions - But

a2 [But]
124} can only be used between sentences.

Book = ]

Banana = H}1ju}

read = ¢/

want to read = 2] 3L Al T}

wanted to read = 2} 3L 2] 1T} (Verbs - Want)
sleep = AFT} slept = Z T

like = % T} (plain)

like = =0} 3+ (present) (Verbs - Present/Past)

Eg.

A S- 9l 31 AT 12} FEH}. [1 wanted to read a book. But I slept. ]

Hiuub = Bhol ol 28y Y= Fo)elA] 2=}, [Banana is delicious. But I don't like
it]

The two sentences are linked by 2] L} but they are still separate.

~H]|/~A] 2t [But]

To link two or more sentences into one sentence, ~E| or ~Z| T} are used.

@ For verbs, add H| to Verbs - Descriptive I
@ For adjectives, add U] to Adjectives - Descriptive

Eg.

e - 2AEd = write but

= 5‘] = 2=, 995 9 %1t} =1 write words but I cannot read

Ab= — AF=4) = live but

Eo| A= A=, Dol A = & At} =1t lives in the water but it cannot live on the
ground

o] &< — o] &+ | = difficult but

2]=rol = w971 o] &2 A 1] 21t} = A foreign language is difficult to learn but it's
interesting.

For verbs and adjectives, add #| T} to a plain form without T}

Eg.
22T} — A X " = write but
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=X = 2 A7 1S 4 {1t} =1 write words but I cannot read

At} — 2] 9k = [ive but

Eo| A= AR uk, o A = & At} =1t lives in the water but it cannot live on the
ground

o] o} — of X 7k = difficult but

2] =rol = w971 o] B A 7F A} 1] 21t} = A foreign language is difficult to learn but it's
interesting.



Conjunctions - But [2-8]/=H]]

Conjunctions - But [ d]/=14]]

2|/ is frequently used in casual spoken Korean. < tl|/:= ] means"but"

For example,

gm0l & = ol o]Hjgloj &= & & =} =1 know how to
do(speak/write/read) Greek but I don't know how to do(speak/write/read) Italian.

uke =4, ¥hzk2 oF o] =] eat Y} (cooked rice) but I don't eat side dishes.

e W21, 3144 2 59} = The room is spacious but the bathroom is
cramped(small).

Adegole a2 o2, A4 o] ko) = Sun-young has a pretty look but her
disposition is not good. (Lit. Sun-young's face is pretty but her personality is not good.)

Rules

1. Take T} off a plain form of verbs and attach =1 to it.

3t — sk
7he = k=)

ot - =
wrh - oo

oA £ = vhA ]
Apek — Abe
B} - =g
Atk — 2
Note: Take a final consonant, &, off a plain form of verbs and then attach +t].
&t} — of=d| (know)
It} — 3k (sell)

2. Add H to Adjectives - Descriptive form of adjectives.

v — 24|
2eh — 22|
7 — 77k
Hrh —
g - w2
At — A2
AT - EAR

A3her - A7k
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Casual Spoken Korean Examples
LEE Sl 7hd, W ghal ks
school tomorrow.

F3E B 2k, Hal AL 93k} ¢1219] =1 went to see a movie but there was
no movie that I wanted to watch.

o el = 7] 7F 2 k=], A 52 7] A. = (I/He/She) was small (height) before but
(I/He/She) am/is tall now.

o] 2] H 7)o = Tkglo] Ho|=t], Wo]H 7} gho] §19]. = This meal looks
delicious but it's not delicious (at all) after I've tried it.

=1 go to school today but I don't go to



Conjunctions - Because, So

Conjunctions - Because and So [~*]]

~2] has many usages and "because and so" is one of them.
Rules

@ Add A to a spoken form of the present tense of verbs or adjectives. (Adjectives -
Present/Past, Verbs - Present/Past)

& — 34 = Because (I)do/ (I) do and so

74 — 714 = Because (you) go / (you) go and so

] L} — 1w L}A = Because (you) leave / (you) leave and so
%0} — £ o} A = Because (I) like / (I) like and so

H o] — o] A = Because (you) eat / (you) eat and so

Fro} — %FobA = Because (I) catch / (I) catch and so

-2} — w2} A = Because (he's) fast / (he's) fast and so
o} — =o}A = Because (it's) high / (it's) high and so

2o} — Z}o}lA] = Because (she's) small / (she's) small and so
7 — # 4| = Because (it's) big / (it's) big and so

Example Sentences

STE A 717k Av

= Because I play basketball, I'm tall.

= I play basketball and so I'm tall.

gh=pol] 744 A5 vl =rel] glvk

= Because he's gone to Korea, now he's not in America.

= He's gone to Korea and so he's not in America.
AN 2

= Because a tree is big, I like it.

= A tree is big and so I like it.

s}8to] ol tstel ztth

= Because I like science, I went to college.

= I like science and so I went to college.

o] sobA | ol B & Abg-alf oF 3t

= Because the building is high, we have to use an elevator.

= The building is high and so we have to use an elevator.

57" = basketball

Sl= = Korea

1] = = America

U = tree
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}8} = science

) &} = college/university
119 = building

oAl 2] W] o] ] = elevator

Conjunctions - So [} A]]

A sentence containing ~*| can be divided into two separate sentences and ~L 2| 4] is used
to link them.

Example sentences

&5 St} 224 7]17F AT =1 play basketball. So I'm tall.

Sharol] ko), 1 A Al 1] =roll §LTh = He's gone to Korea. So he's not in America.
= A 24 E) = A tree is big. So I like it.

#}eto] £}, 1A ti 8ol Zkt}. =1 like science. So I went to college.

o] o}, 1A Al w o] E] & AF-E-&loF gt} = The building is high. So we

have to use an elevator.
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Conjunctions - Because [*] 59l

Conjunctions - Because [W]3&-ol]; juk3}H, wfj o]t}

ufl i<l is more frequently used in written Korean and ~*] is favoured in spoken Korean
because of its brevity.

Rules

Take T} off a plain form and past tenses of verbs and adjectives and then attach 7]
o). (But NOT a present tense of verbs ie. 3T} — 7] w| &9 is wrong! 3}t} —

3}17] w0l is right!)
sttt — &17] wiEo
7Her — 747 w
Atet — ALZ] ol 2ol
KT} — H7] uf o
5 7] — = 7] wjol

§E‘ﬂr—> 7] wiel
ek — 2k7] wliel =

At — A7) wol] =
AHeh — 247wl
Hk— 5171 el
w— 571wl
B — w27] el
At — A7) vl

= Because I do
= Because I go
= Because I buy
= Because I see
= Because I eat
Fotstt; — Fotstr] wiol
= Because I did
= Because I went
= }J\Q’ - 9 }\}\7] Uﬂﬁ—Oﬂ
= Because it's big

= Because it's small

= Because it's hot

= Because it's cold

= Because there is a lot
= Because it's long
SEATE — Bk 7] wiol)
=t — = 8k7] vl

= Because I like

Because I ate

= Because it's delicious
= Because it was high

e — oW 7] wel
etk — k] w2
A3 — 7] w2l

Example sentences

= Because it was pretty
= Because it was fast
= Because it was strong

- Compare and contrast W<l and ~A].

FHEH L Folah] W] FHEHL Y

Chinese food. (Written Korean)

FHe4 Fobaly] wio] F74

Chinese food. (Spoken Korean)

= 1T}, = Because I like Chinese food, I ate

1o Q.. = Because I like Chinese food, I ate


http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2009/06/conjunctions-because.html�
http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2009/06/conjunctions-because.html�
http://parksguide.blogspot.com/2009/06/conjunctions-because.html�

T2 Folal A TS24 W] 2 =Because I like Chinese food, I ate Chinese
food.

(Spoken Korean) Conjunctions - Because, So

ol dA st E 71| wj o] A& oWt} = Because I go to school early in the
morning, I got up early.

ol d# gl 7hA] A Uojwto] @ = Because I go to school early in the morning, I
got up early.

AL = F57] Wzl AR ES w5 sk %8 9=t} = Because the winter is cold,
people wear warm clothes.

Az F9M AEE S Mg 2= 9101 8 = Because the winter is cold, people
wear warm clothes.

SIH Yo = 25H A H 7 E7] wol & ¢l =4 24 3)oF gt} = Because on
the internet, there is a lot of false information, we should be careful about what we read.
AEIel 23 AR Wola] & ¢=A] 243l oF 5] 8. = Because on the internet,
there is a lot of false information, we should be careful about what we read

N

Note: The object particle, /=, is omitted and some words are abbreviated in the spoken
form. For example,
o= —<

g - 2 -9

Although it is less commonly used, a sentence containing two clauses can be divided into
two sentences using 2l LF3}H and Wit-©| o}, 213l is attached to the front of a
second clause and W< ©] T} replaces W-©l].

SS9 AT Husid 2= Fotst7] wjol o} =1 ate Chinese food
because I like Chinese food.

T Hdol e () TS24 Fo}8l 4] Q. =1 ate Chinese food because 1
like Chinese food.

AdH dojwrrt. dhksld o} A& st g 7}7] wjsE o]t =1 got up early because I
go to school early in the morning.

A Jojyto] g (ehfH) o} A& 3kl 7}A 8. =1 got up early because I go to
school early in the morning.

Note:
Sf1f3hH is abbreviated to @l LFH or it is altogether omitted in spoken Korean.

=l is mainly used in literature and the news reporters use it often. However, people
still use ™|i=-l| occasionally in conversations instead of ~*], especially when one wants
to explain and reason.
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Conjunctions - If

Conjunctions - If [~ /0 H]

~H/2. ™ is used after a verb and the clause containing ~ must always come first and
its meaning is "if I do such and such."

Rules

1. Take T} off a plain verb and add ¥ to it.

&ttt — sk =1If (1) do

7}t — 7FH = If (you) go

At} — A X = If (you) throw

2. Take T} off a verb with a final consonant and add 2.9 to it.
Zt} - 0™ =1If(]) like

W} — ¥ O = If (you) eat

2ot — o™ =1f () catch

Eg.
ghate]] 7pH g5 g 4= 9l th = If I go to school, I can study.
ool 7}H A7} 2 4= 9t} = If you go to med school, you can become a doctor.

S 714 @A ¢lo] &7 = If you bring (me) a book, I will read (it) to you.
gkl = school

k4 T =can do

2] t}} = med school

S] A} = doctor

= 4= 9Jt} = can become

2 = book

7} 2.t} = bring

21t} = read
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Conjunctions - When

Conjunctions - When [~2- 1]
@ Rules

First, take T} off a plain form of verbs(Verbs - Present/Past) then:

1. Add ~= EH to verbs with a final consonant
W} — S u] = when I eat

ot} — oS- uff = when I sit

At} — WS o = when I believe

=t} — =5 v = when I die

2. Add ~= uﬂ to verbs without a final consonant.
7}t — 2 o] = when I go

2t} — 2 ul = when I come

At} — ZF ol = when I sleep

Attt — Ak off = when I buy

3. Add ~"] to verbs with = as a final consonant
It} — 2 ujl = when I sell

Aty — AF off = when I live

=1 — & u = when I play (muck around)

Eg.
A9 WS- uf H] 7} 94T} = When we were eating dinner, the rain came.
o] 2}l %?% uf] =4 3} A4| 2. = When you sit on the chair, be careful.
3 /\} < o] 3+ vt E 3 th = When the soldier was dying, he left a message.
A4y Uﬂ i}i 7+t = When I go to school, I go by car.
& oﬂ < ] X5+ ol &Ht}. = When I come home, I visit my friend's house.
‘j/] = 2 off 55 7T} = When we sleep, we dream.
=

AEELS WS AS Ao 73 v © 2 7= When people buy food, they go to a
superrnarket.

Take T} off and add ~= W] to the past tense of verbs
HATH — H & o] = when 1 ate

oA Th — ¢3S vl = when I sat

LT — WSS 1 = when I believed

A — =S 9 = when I died
4T} — S ol = when I sold

24T — AkS lf = when I lived
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=AU — =4S 9 = when I played (mucked around)

ks ol o] & vl Stk = When I lived in Chicago, I learned English.
< ufl, @A 7} E= 2t} = When we played outside, the weather was good.

Note:

A9 ® & uj] H] 7} k. = When we were eating dinner, the rain came.

A = 91 = o H] 7 } 2k T}, = When we were eating dinner, the rain came.
both ¥ & @ or ™ 1= | can be used and they mean the same thing. This is because
the final verb, 2tt}, determines the tense of a sentence. The former is a more casual form
than the latter.



Conjunctions - While

Conjunctions - While [~(2.)H A]]

Rules
1. Take T} off a plain form of verbs with no final consonant and add HA] to it.

&}t} — 3} H Al = while doing

7ttt — 7HH A = while going

Tt — FHA] = while giving

ARt — AFH A = while buying

Rt} — WA = while watching
sttt — ZshH A = while speaking
HpA| T} — WA T A] = while drinking
Attt — Z}H A = while sleeping

2. Take T} off a plain form of verbs with a final consonant and add 2.1 4] to it.

HT} — W O ™A = while eating
Qkt} — wk O ™ A = while receiving
Zht} — ZF 6 ¥ A = while looking for
et} — ¢ 9 A = while reading
Exceptions

At — 2 S WA = while walking
= — 52" A] = while listening

Example sentences

Written Korean

U 58S shHA vl EEl 2~ & Bt} = While doing exercise, I watched Matrix.

U= =& E2WA A8 55 T = While listening to music, I studied
geography.

T ZAHE A ZE 4T = While sleeping, Homer snored.

HIA] = 2B 2o A A& 9] WA 7 3] & k4t = At Starbucks, while reading
a magazine, Minji drank coffee.

T+ AHE B 3ALE 7 A EH 2§ E 91T = While going to work by car,
Junho listened to radio.
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Spoken Korean

5 3hHA] w] E g 2 o], = While doing exercise, I watched Matrix

= S0 A g &5 glo]. = While listening to music, I studied geography.
(=™ &) AFH A 2 &9k, = While sleeping, Homer snored.

(A=) Z2EpH 2of| A 72 ¢] O THA] 7 3] mljl o], = At Starbucks, while reading a
magazine, Minji drank coffee.

(=3%) 2k EFAL 3JAF 7FA A 2HH 2 & 21 ©]. = While going to work by car, Junho
listened to radio.

mj] E 8] 2= = Matrix (The movie)

%= = music, song

A 2] = geography

% ™ = Homer (a male name as in Simpsons)
W A] = Minji (a female name)

2~E}H 2~ = Starbucks

4] = magazine

73] = coffee
3] A} = work, company
2}t] 2 = radio

=% = Junho (a male name)
Note:

The spoken Korean usually omits a subject because it is usually understood by the
speakers as to who they are talking about. For example, if I were talking about myself, I
wouldn't need to use L} to say something about me because it is assumed that I am
talking about me.

Likewise, the third person subjects like & ™ <= and X1 %] = can also be omitted when a
person being talked about is already known by people having a conversation.

The object particle, &/, is omitted in spoken Korean.
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Advanced Grammar

e Comparatives & Superlatives 87

e Imperatives - 3ll, 3+ 4 =} 89

e Have to - 3]} 3t} 91

e Allowed to - 3]l .= ¥ T} 94
e 1like doing - 3}=7 £}, 3l =4 Fo}git} 97

e [ think - ~31 A Z}3} (Opinion) 100

e 1think - 3}3= A -l (General) 101
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Comparatives & Superlatives

Comparatives [~3.T}H

~} T} is used to compare two persons or things. The person/thing that Xt} is referring
to is the one that comes after "~er than" in English. The "~}.T}" phrase can also come
before a subject. So the sentences below have the same meaning.

Note: ©]/7} particles are more frequently used than </ particles, and in the spoken
Korean, almost exclusively ©|/7} are used.

U+ A1 T} 717} AT =1 am taller than (my) younger sibling.

W7} A E o} 71 7F A 0F = "I" am taller than (my) younger sibling.

AR Y71 7] 7F A =1 am taller than (my) younger sibling.

AR W7) 7] 7F # =1 am taller than (my) younger sibling.[spoken form]
AR A7) 7]17F 71 & =1 am taller than (my) younger sibling.[formal spoken form]
5 A K.t} = than younger sibling

5 = younger sibling

7] = height

=t} = big

717} AT = tall

717} 2t} = short

=1

] = 1} changes to U] before ©]/7}

A = the honorific form of W] used in formal expressions

¥ is usually added before an adjective. T} = more

More examples

= H U Algo] i %53)U = Man is cleverer than an animal.

U7} o] o}mlE7F Bt} B] At} = The Nile River is longer than the Amazon River.
Aol 78] Bt} 733}t = Iron is stronger than copper.

3] = &= E.t} 2138} = Blood is thicker than water.

A7 A& B} o 2} Q = Jinsu is faster than Jinho.

A Bt} & o] i 23l & = My older brother does it better than me.

w1 O} ¥lo] ] £o} 8 =1 like rice more than bread.

Superlatives [A] Y]

A< is added before an adjective to make it a superlative.

217} Al Y W=t} = Jinsu is the fastest

A E}7F F A FE Tl A Al Y W= = The cheetah is the fastest among the land
animals.
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of | gf| 2 E4F-S M Alol| 4] Al Y =T} = Mt. Everest is the highest mountain in the
world.

9 27 A Aol A AL Bl = 22 o] U} = Pizza is the most delicious food in the world.
AL o} F k¥ H 2 Aol ol & = The most beautiful thing is love.[formal spoken
form] (Nouns - Present, Past)

A Al = world
k2l T} = delicious
ul o) =

BC S+ = delicious [descriptive form] Adjectives - Descriptive
O} & Th<% = beautiful [descriptive form]
71 = thing
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Imperatives

Imperatives - 3, 3}%] v}

Imperative Positive Negative
Informal 3] <] m}
7 7pA v}
= of v}
Formal 3l 2 A vl Q.
7F_ 7} AulQ
voj g ¥4} 2
Honorific ShAl & SR ulA 8
7hAl & 7} A kA 8.
=48 EAA WA S

The informal form is used among very close friends or when talking to a younger person
who is very close to you in informal situations.

The formal form and the honorific form are used in formal situations. However, if I were
to choose which one to use, I would choose the honorific form because the formal form is
a bit casual-ish. It is safe to use the honorific form if you are unsure which one to use.

Note: The honorific form of verbs is present in Korean such as:

Y} - Z AT} =eat
Att — FHA| = sleep
=t} — 50}7}/\] U} = die, pass away

] o]'s honorific form is =4 &.. It is usually used when talking to people above your age
or in formal situations.

Rules

Informal positive (Imperative) = Present positive (spoken Korean)
&)l = Do!

A 2] 7}H = Go over there! (Leave me alone!)

o] 32} & B o, = Eat some of these snacks.

% = v} A = Drink some water.
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Informal negative = Take T} off a plain form of verbs and attach | 7} to it.
741} = Don't go!

o] &3}l H A7} = Don't watch this movie!

o] A= H A v}, = Don't eat this.

o] A2 ¢} x| v}, = Don't read this book.

Formal positive and negative = Attach 2 to informal forms

Honorific positive =

1. Take T} off a plain form of verbs and then attach A & to verbs without a final
consonant.

2. Attach ©. A & to verbs with a final consonant.

3. For verbs with a final consonant of &, drop it off and attach A & to it.
7FA 8.1 = Please go!

o] 2] @ 4] 2. = Please come here.

2] w1} A Q.| = Please leave quickly!

o] 4] = A 8. = Please eat already.

E117] &0.2 FFO A Q. = Please catch the fish with your hands.

3= E T A| Q! = Please wave your hands! (-5 U} = wave)
W =" = A 2! = Please turn round and round! (& U} = turn round, spin)

Honorific negative = Take T} off a plain form of verbs and attach #] 7} Al &..

It 3F#] wlA] Q.1 = Please don't fool around!

A 3ol = 7FA] vlA] 2., = Please don't go to that place. (Keep away from that place.)
2 o) 9l &= B 52 THA|A] vlA] Q.. = Please don't touch things in the museum.



Have to - 3] o} 3t}

Have to - 3l oF gt}

Informal form

Informal Have to Had to

Written 3fj oF 3k} 3 oF g}
| of £t} sl oF stk

Spoken 3l oF 3f 3 oF 3l o]
3l of = 3l oF 1]

Informal Don't have to Didn't have to

Written 5hA] ol a}A) erolw st}
A

Spoken HA] ol & | 3R] Folx= s o
el = = <ral = 53l

Note: The words in bold are the more commonly used alternative of the two in each box.

Rules

1. Attach ©F g-t}/ofF Ft}/oF = /oF 3¢ etc. to the informal spoken form of
verbs. Verbs - Present, Past

&l — 3ljoF gt} = have to do

7} — 7}oF gt} = have to go

9} — 9}of gt} = have to come

B} — H}of gk} = have to see

Ho] — Ho]of g} = have to eat
wlA] — u}Ad of 3t} = have to drink

2 Take U} off a plain form of verbs and then attach #| g0} H /%] kol
A THA] ol = ete. to it.

St} — 3FA] gol = ¥t} = don't have to do

71t} — 71X gkol % F T} = don't have to go

9t} — QX ol H T} =don't have to come

B} — H XA ol F T} = don't have to see

H} — H %] grol F T} = don't have to eat

vRA| T} — \pA] ] eFo} & T} = don't have to drink
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3. Attach 9t and = 5|/ &= 5121 9] to the front and back of the informal spoken form of
verbs respectively. Verbs - Present, Past

Q3| &= =] = don't have to do

QF71% =] = don't have to go

¢k} % | = don't have to come

SF®} % 5| = don't have to see

oFH o &= 5] = don't have to eat

SFrlA &= H| = don't have to drink

Example sentences
Written Form

JHE 25 A&l 7}oF gt} = Seong-min has to go to Seoul today.

U= WY shale) 71X] ghol ik F T = Min-ju doesn't have to go to school tomorrow.
offd gl = Wit 2hd v k& = of of Ut} = Because of her sickness, Ashley

had to take (lit. eat) medicine everyday last year.

Spoken Form

ol F= & 8 U7kA] 28 A EuloF =] =1 have to finish the science assignment by
this Thursday.

off A 2= o] A| T} YpolA| W el k7%= =] = Because Ashley has been healed now,
she doesn't have go to the hospital.

A7 Y5 v Qb o &= 5] = If the chillies are too spicy, you don't have to eat
them.

Formal form

Formal Have to Had to
Written 3 oF gk o} s oF gl ok
sk gy |slok Bayd
Spoken 3| oF 3l Q. ok o] o
sk 5 & s o] 8.
Formal Don't have to Didn't have to
Written A ol = 5FA] ol
Ay} %1 T
Spoken A ol = &A] grolw
8 Aol s
el &= & A= HA) 8
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Note: The rules for the conjugation are the same as above.

Example sentences

Written Form

AL 25 A&l 7FoF YT} = Seong-min has to go to Seoul today.

W= Y stalef] 714] gFol= Y th = Min-ju doesn't have to go to school
tomorrow.

off d 2] = W ulitoll 2hd ujd oF-& wofof g5t} = Because of her sickness,
Ashley had to take (lit. eat) medicine everyday last year.

Spoken Form

ol = 5o A7kx] 238 A U] ofF ] & =1 have to finish the science assignment
by this Thursday.

off & &)= o] Al t} tyo}A] B Llo] e/} #] & = Because Ashley has been healed now,
she doesn't have go to the hospital.

AF7F U H v -1 ok o] I 5] @ = If the chillies are too spicy, you don't have to eat
them.

Source: Learn Korean: LP's Korean Grammar Guide
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Allowed to - 3] &= FI T}

Allowed to - 3l &= € T}

Informal Form

Informal are allowed to were allowed to
Written 3 &= H o} = Mt
Spoken | 3% 3= 5%lo]
Informal aren't allowed to weren't allowed to
Written | vl ehelr) s erm gl
Spoken |3} Sl ahal gksiglo]
Note:

3l &= ¥} means "allowed to do" and 2+3l %= ] means "don't have to do," NOT "not
allowed to do." This needs some explanations.

First of all, ¥l means "ok or allowed." 3] 5= 5| literally means "doing is ok." $F&f &=
literally means "not doing" therefore 3l = 5| literally means "not doing is ok" which
means "don't have to do."

SFH 2Fsl means "not allowed to do." 3% literally means "if I do" and 2+ means "not
ok" therefore S}5H <F=| literally means "if I do i, it's not ok" which can be expressed as
"not allowed to do"

Compare this with Have to - 3] ©F 3t}

However, you don't have to know these explanations to use them. Actually, I've never
thought about why these mean what they mean until today. The best way to learn them is
to use them frequently until they become memorised.

Rules

1. Attach &= A ol/%= A= =H/%= 5121 to the positive informal spoken form of
verbs Verbs - Present, Past

3] — 3l &= ¥t} = allowed to do

7} — 7} %= E T = allowed to go

B} — Bl % H ) = allowed to see
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E0] — E°] % ¥t} = allowed to hear

Hol - Ho] i Ht} = allowed to eat

ulA — vk = E o} = allowed to drink

g - g8 = #r) =allowed to run

kol — oFol = HE U} = allowed to sit

Eol — Hol % F T} = allowed to play/muck around

2a. Take U} off a plain form of verbs without a final consonant and attach ™ <+ T}/
SFA ST/ b/ QFEI1 o] to it. (Includes verbs with & as a final consonant)
ST} — 3} Q¥ T} = aren't allowed to do

7+e} — 71 SFE T = aren't allowed to go

50 — &9 FE Y = aren't allowed to dance

=T — &9 SFE T = aren't allowed to play/muck around

Ut} — U QFE Tt} = aren't allowed to push

=} — =% 2FE T} = aren't allowed to spin

2b. Take T} off a plain form of verbs with a final consonant and attach ©.
reth/ oW Skt o™ b=/ oW QFFISl] to it

Hr} — M 011 oLHE U} = aren't allowed to eat

okt — ko QEEI T} = aren't allowed to sit

&= — 5 9 SFHE T} = aren't allowed to hide

et — o QFE T = aren't allowed to catch

At — o FHE T = aren't allowed to pick up

At — o™ QFE T} = aren't allowed to fold

Exceptions
= — 521 SFE T} = aren't allowed to listen
At} — A o oFFE T} = aren't allowed to walk

Example sentences

Written form

FHo A= Ha A2 v H o]k T} = At a buffet (restaurant), people are allowed
to eat as much as they want.

A& v AFES ol 7} #1 T} = Those who have finished the exam can go home.
ST A= A A o 7] 8 FE T} =1t is not allowed to speak loudly in the library.
A Aol 5L mudt 5418 1w O QFE T}, = Infants are not allowed to eat solid food.
ZRA 7R A E-L- w| A A# 7] &5 AFE-S = $ QLT = Until last year, students were
allowed to use a stall vending machine.

Spoken form
TV ¥ =] = You are allowed to watch TV. (You can watch TV.)

o] A o] % = = You are allowed to eat this cake. (You can eat this cake,)



<3} Tl = AP QFE] = You are not allowed to buy alcohol and tobacco.

A A 7}A] =l % o] = Until yesterday, 1 was allowed to muck around.

A 744 H Eg]olg o= &0 7HH FEl 1o = Until last year, people were not
allowed to enter the Victoria park.

Formal Form

Formal are allowed to were allowed to
Writen  [sl= g0 [se Basuy
Spoken 3 = 9 3= o] &
Formal aren't allowed to | weren't allowed to
Written  [}9 kgl [ShW kgL )
Spoken  [te obsle [shu shRiglol

Note: The rules are the same as above.

Example sentences

Written form

F-aol A &= = a1 A& whE W o] = YT} = At a buffet (restaurant), people are
allowed to eat as much as they want.

A& vk AFES Foll 7} § Y T = Those who have finished the exam can go
home.

LA A= A ol 7]18HH F Y T} = It is not allowed to speak loudly in the
library.

A otE L Tugl 5215 ¥ 0 ¢ U T = Infants are not allowed to eat solid
food.

ZHA7A] A E2 1] 237 & AFE-El = F1 95U TF = Until last year, students
were allowed to use a stall vending machine.

Spoken form
TV ¥% =] & = You are allowed to watch TV. (You can watch TV.)

o] A H ol % 5] 2 = You are allowed to eat this cake. (You can eat this cake,)

=3 Gl = AFA k] 8 = You are not allowed to buy alcohol and tobacco.

A 7HA] &= o} = 31 o] & = Until yesterday, I was allowed to muck around.

A 742 ) E g olg ol = 0 7HH FEl 21 o] 8 = Until last year, people were not
allowed to enter the Victoria park.



I like doing - 5} 7 £ 4}, of=4 F£o}stt)

I like doing - 3= E T}

3= %t} is a contracted form of 3} = A o] F} (A o] — A)
S} %l means "doing" and if you remember, "7}/©]" is an identifier particle. I'd also like
to call it a specificity particle.

For example,

Ao = M=) %] ¥ &= Sl o] Et} =1 like eating a sandwich at lunch (among a
variety of things to eat at lunch, a sandwich is my choice)

Al Zol| A A=Al £t} =1 like living in the country (Although I could live in the city or
urban area, I like living in the country)

% T} means two things

1.1 like

2. It's good

Usually, its meaning is "I like doing" in spoken Korean. In written Korean, "&}+= #|
T} is more likely to mean "it's good to do something." However, the meaning depends
on the context.

Informal Positive Negative

Written 3t=A =t kA k= =)
QFat=Al 2t}

Spoken  [&}=7 Fo} ekl Fol

Formal Positive Negative

Written | 3}=A EFU T34 A
E4Un
ral=A E5UT

Spoken  |aEd Fota  |ehA] Al Tola
ehal=A ot

Note: The words in bold are the more commonly used alternatives of the two in each box.

Rules

1. Take T} off a plain form of verbs and then attach =7 <& T}
2. If a verb has a final consonant of =, it is omitted.

3Ft} — &= 7 Ft} =1 like doing, it's good to do
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W} — W=7 £} =1 like eating, it's good to eat
Rt} — H =7 =t} =1 like watching, it's good to watch
=t — &7 £t} =1 like listening, it's good to listen
Atk — A =7 £} =1 like walking, it's good to walk
A} — 22 =7 $£ 6 =1 like writing, it's good to write
ety — o] =7 &1 =1 like reading, it's good to read
U]'C t} — Wk= =7 1 =1 like making, it's good to make
2t — Ab=A £ = 1 like living, it's good to live
dt} — vl A £} =1 like wrapping, it's good to wrap
Example sentences
537 &) =1 like exercising. It's good to exercise.
& & o) 2 of] = v} gk 7o 7= 7 £t} =1 like going to the beach at weekends. It's good to go
to the beach at weekends.
T8 dytof = I %} ¥ =7] £t} = On a Friday night, I like eating pizza. On a Friday
mght, it's good to eat pizza.
Aderal 3} B =7 £} = When I'm bored, I like watching movies. When you're
bored, it's good to watch movies.

I like doing - 3}=2 Fo}3it}

3l is a contracted form of 3F+=7%1 2 and = is an object particle.
Eles 7é %0} $+} just means "I like doing"

Informal Positive Negative

o) 1-
o 1o

sh=d rEofsitt

Spoken st=4 Zol} 3 st=2 Zo)slx| ol
=2 Hgola

Formal Positive Negative
Written AL =L FolalH
Forgyt gEUo
3t=4 olEola )
Spoken A Zolsla s £oldlA
oyo}e.
= tEotsla




Note: 2 is a contracted form of 7=

Rules are the same as above.
sttt — sh=2 Fo}gktt =1 like doing
HT} — W=7 Fo}3tt) =1 like eating
Bt} — B=4 Fo}skt) =1 like watching
€ — £+54 Folght) =1 like listening
At - A=4 Fo)st} =1 like walking
ATE — =4 Foltr) =1 like writing
gith — ¢l=4 Zo} 3t} =1 like reading
THET - YtE =4 Fo}gkt) =1 like making
2t — Ab=A Fo}3ke) =1 like living
o} — k= A Fob gt =1 like wrapping
Example sentences
F&53 =R S FolskA] &=t =1don't like exercising.
F Aol &= nlgt7tel 7}=4 £ o} st} =1 like going to the beach at weekends.
T 2. dvho = 32} ¥ =4 £o}3Y Tt} = On a Friday night, I like eating pizza.
Al edl o3} B =7 Fo}s] & = When I'm bored, I like watching movies.



I think - ~32 A} Z}F&l (Opinion)

I think - ~31 A Z}3]| (Opinion)

31 A3 7}+3Y is usually used when you are expressing your opinion on something like what
people should and shouldn't do and what people should and should not be allowed to do
etc.

Refer to Have to - 3}l oF 9+, Allowed to - @ll '=. *1 T} and I like doing - Sh=71l £,
Shi=4d £0}3kt] to learn following examples.

Rules

Attach 31 2§ Z}3]] to the present informal written form of verbs.

cg.

14 3fof stt}ar A Zha)] =1 think we should do it.

Tl 71 Fvhar Azl =1 think it's OK to go to a park.
$-F= vhA| = Evka A ZEee) =1 think it's good to drink milk
Note: 12 = 235, Ul =gl =

Example sentences

Aol A& 2par ofFof] A& dojrfof ¥}l A2}l =1 think people should go to
bed early at night and get up early in the morning.

A7 A 7] 9138 A A AE ol Hojof ghrhar Ay ZLa|. =1 think people should
eat a lot of fruits and vegetables to become healthy.

TV © %o| Bl Hrhar A Zba)] & =1 think it's allowable to watch a lot of TV.

Al ZFefEo) =0 otH thar Ay ZFshuU T =1 think it's not acceptable to be late for an
appointment

Ao o] o] =4 Fvhar A2t} =1 think it's good to read a lot of books.

A a5 Bo) vpA A &= Fvha A 23U Ul =1 think it's not good to drink a

lot of soft drinks.
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I think - 3= A #°l (General)

[Verbs]
Written Form Present Past
Positive 3= A 2ot A A Ao}
Negative A = A A &Ford A
el 2o
ebsbs A 2ok |eralE A 2
Spoken Form Present Past
Positive st 7 ol gl A ol
Negative 1A &= A A ekskd A
2 2l
Qkah= 7 ol |etld A 2ol

Note: In spoken Korean, % is pronounced as 71 for the ease of pronunciation.
Rules

1. Take T} off a plain form of verbs and attach = A oll/X] &+ A 2ol etc. to it.
2. Drop 2 off a plain form of verbs that have = as a final consonant.

3. Take U} off a past tense form of verbs and attach & 71 Ztl/H A 7ol etc. to it.
st} — = A 7ol =1 think they do

1} — 2 = A ol =1 think they eat

dojuyt} — dojup= A of] =1 think they get up

At} — Zp= A %ol =1 think they sleep

Bt} — B = A 2ol =1 think they watch

Atk — A= A ol =1 think they wash

G| th — 22| A 2ol =1 think they run

=1 — =& A #oll =1 think they muck around

At} — A= A ol =1 think they live

Pt — A A 2ol =1 think they did

HATH — = AA 7 2ol =1 think they ate

gty — 2k A 2ol =1 think they watched

2kt — Ak A 2ol =1 think they lived

=T — =% A ol =1 think they mucked around
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Example Sentences

A7 AbEEo] &5 8l A %l =1 think people are playing soccer over there.
o] 7H= A ol A Al A el =1 think this dog lived in that kennel. = I think
this dog used to live in that kennel.

A wyoll = o} 7] 7F #}aL Q)= A 2ol =1 think a baby is sleeping in that room.

U WS wke] Qb = A Zofl =1 think I don't eat (a meal) fast.

[Adjectives]
Written Form Present Past
Positive 2 Al A =gd A o
Negative T2 ZF2 A =4 FdH A
2t 2}
dEe A g [dEgd A
o
Spoken Form Present Past
Positive T2 A o EUE A o
Negative T4 22 A A EUHE A
2ol 2ol
bE2 A el [AdEUH A
%1—0
Rules

1. Attach a descriptive form of adjectives to 7 Z°ll.

2. Take T} off a past tense form of adjectives and attach 1T A 7o},
T2 — £2 A el =1 think it's good

22— EW27 ol =1 think there's a lot

Z — 2 A 7ol =1 think it's big

Ap-2- — 2k 7] 2ol =1 think it's small

of P — o ¥ A ol =1 think it's pretty

HES - H53 7] 2ol =1 think he's clever

£ 28 — £ 2 gF 7] o) =1 think she's honest

=AU — EU A Zrof] =1 think it was good
ARt — BFA AT A oll =1 think it was delicious
ARATE — ANAE A 7ol =1 think it was fun

ARG — AR A 2ol =1 think it was easy
wktt — @okel A 7ol =1 think there was a lot



Example sentences
Bl = 22412 9l A ol =1 think Thai food is delicious

o] & JJ 3] & A Zroll =1 think this house is enormously big.

o’ A F -2 A A A Zoll =1 think the maths test was really easy.

W 7190 A & el o] BUH A 2ol = According to my memory, I think
there were a lot of flowers on that hill.

[Nouns]

Written Present Past

Form

Positive Jrekolol A g} | kol g A ok

Negative | 3L%Fo] 7} ofd A | aL¢fo] 7} of A E A
e 2o

Spoken Present Past

Form

Positive aLgFo](l A) FofFol R A o)
ko

Negative | a2%o](7h) obd | aro](7h) oy A ¢
7 el 7 el

Note: The object particle, 7}/©], is usually omitted in spoken Korean. ¢! 7 is also

usually omitted.

2 t}'s original meaning is "look like." Therefore, 7+l phrases can have alternative
translations but essentially they mean the same thing.

SFi= A Zrell =1 think they're doing. It looks like they're doing.

of| $2 A Zrof] =1 think it's pretty. It looks pretty.

Z] 71914 #rell =1 think it's a chicken. It looks like a chicken (food).

Rules

Attach Q1 A Zoh/Sld A 2o/l A e/ A 2ol to a noun.
ol (21 A) el =1 think it's a puppy (It looks like a puppy)
aL%Fol(Q1 A) #ell =1 think it's a cat

W AE71(R1 A) 2ol =1 think it's a cuckoo



(21 A) Zoll =1 think it's a tree

AFh(Q1 A) 7ol =1 think it's a person

8Fal(21 A) Zell =1 think it's a school

Example sentences

W3] Y A FEo] FA] &o}? = Do you know what that animal is?

T9: A7 ARAF el =1 think that is a lion. (That looks like a lion)

W8] AR} ol A 2. 3 5o] el =1 don't think that is a lion. I think it's a tiger.
T9: 2971 193 A de] A A ¥ A]? =1s it? Then what is that over there afar?
W3] AbgRe opbd A ol 552 A Zoll. =1 don't think it's a human. I think it's an
animal.

T H WA} = 1It's a chimpanzee.

71 8]: I #MA] ko], =1 thought that was a chimpanzee. (It looked like a chimpanzee)

Note: 2 T}'s past tense is 2 3%©] and so 3L %] 72 ko] =1 thought it was a cat.

Formal Forms

Rules

Written Korean = Change U} to 54 T}

Spoken Korean = Attach & to the end of a sentence.

eg.

Bl = 22412 9l A 5 Yt =1 think Thai food is delicious

o] -2 HAs] & A 2ol & =1 think this house is enormously big.

o] H A H-& A F R A 2ol & =1 think the maths test was really easy.

W 7] 9.4 of A & floll& ZEo] Bd® A e & = According to my memory, I think
there were a lot of ﬂowers on that hill.

They/he/she think(s) = ~ 7T}

21 is a shortened form of 2T}l 3l and it is used to express what they/he/she think(s).
21 is usually used in spoken Korean. Attach 2. to 7+ T)] to make it formal.

st Y7} o] 7= A Aol A AE A -t = Grandma thinks this dog lived in that
kennel. = Grandma thinks this dog used to live in that kennel.

Awl7t A "wroll = o} 71 7F Ak AL 1= A %t = Mum thinks a baby is sleeping in that
room.

A7 Y= 9hE o] W= A 2] 8 = My friend thinks I eat (a meal) fast.

Zo| Hl=+ *—1 3 A= 7% 7] = Paul thinks Thai food is delicious

A 71l A & flell e EE50] B3E 7 28 = According to my younger
(brother/sister)'s memory, He/she thinks there were a lot of flowers on that hill.

ZFolA] (21 A) 2] = They/he/she think(s) it's a puppy (It looks like a puppy)

a1%Fo] (21 A) ] & = They/he/she think(s) it's a cat



Special Expressions

e Are you doing? - ~x= 7] ©F? [Informal] 107

e Are you doing? - ~A] = A o] 8.2 [Polite] 109

e To do something - ~7] 2]3} 112

e Trydoing - 3] H.t} 113

e Of course, I've done it before - 3l ¥¥3% 115

e Give the favour of doing - 3] Tt} 117

e  Would you like to go? - Z & £.2119

e Shall we do something? - -3¢ % 712 120

e It'scold, isn'tit? - 54 8221

e Let'sdoit-3FAF 123

e Easy to do/ Difficult to do - ~7] &t} /~7] o]=t} 125

e Iknow how - o] ®@ A 3}:=%] &o} 127

e I'min the habit of - ~= ¥ ~A 5] & 129

e Addressing people 131
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Are you doing? - ~= 7 ©F? [Informal]

Are you doing? - ~= A ©F?

+ 71©F is commonly used in situations where you see somebody doing something and
you want to ask them what they are doing. Again, © 71 ©F can only be used when you are

actually watching somebody doing something, and you want to ask them what they are
doing.

@® Rule

Take T} off a plain verb and add & 7 ©F?

3}t — Sk A ©F? = Are you doing?

7}t — 7} A ©F? = Are you going?

1t — ¢l &= Aok = Are you reading?

Rt} — B Aok = Are you watching?

AT} — 22 = A ©0F? = Are you writing?

HT} — B = A oF? = Are you eating?

ulA] T} — wEA] = A 0F? = Are you drinking?
At} — A= A ©F? = Are you sleeping?

B Ut} — B = Aok? = Are you sending?
Eg.

& 3}= A ©F? = Are you working?

8hal 45 A 3F= A ©F? = Are you doing school homework?
A4 W= A oF? = Are you having lunch?

Aol 7F= A ©F? = Are you going home?

18] 7}= A oF? = Are you going to church?

2 WlA]= A F? = Are you drinking water?

% 3} B = A oF? = Are you watching a movie?
of| ] o] 2~= 7 ©F? = Are you writing an essay?
A WA A Bl &= A ©F? = Are you sending a txt message?
H A 2= 7 ©F? = Are you sleeping already?

You can add ¢4, o], 77}, H, o9 Al or &l [when, where, who, what, how or why]
in front of ~= 7 ©F? to make these sentences.

5 s} 7 ©F? = What are you doing?

¥ 2]+ A °F? = What are you reading?

% X.+= A oF? = What are you watching?

% 2~ A ©F? = What are you writing?

¥ =& 7 ©F? = What are you eating?

H vlA] = A ©F? = What are you drinking?

¥ E U&= A oF? = What are you sending?
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ot] 7} 7 ©F? = Where are you going?
7} A= A ©F? = Who is sleeping?

7} 3= A °F? = Who is doing?

o 7| 22 = A oF? = How are you writing?
¢l s}= A ©F? = Why are you doing?



Are you doing? - ~A| &= A ¢ 2.2 [Polite]

Are you doing? - ~A] = A o] 8.7 [Polite]

Al 7 ¢ & is commonly used in situations where you want to ask somebody what
they're doing.

Al 7 ¢l & can only used when you're actually seeing somebody doing something, and
you want to ask them what they are doing.

@® Rule

Take T} off a plain verb and add A] &= 7 ¢ 8.2

Sttt — SFA = A o] 8.2 = Are you doing?

7t} — 7FAl = A ¢ 8.2 = Are you going?

et — ¢l O Al = Ao 8.2 = Are you reading?

BT — B A= A4 82 = Are you watching?

ATE — A A= A ¢ 8.2 = Are you writing?

HT} — ZA)= Ao 8.2 = Are you eating?

vlAl T} — whA] = 7 o] 2.2 = Are you drinking?
At} — F=HA| = A o] 2.2 = Are you sleeping?
BUt — B UlA] = Ao 8.2 = Are you sending?
Note: Irregular verbs

At} - ¢J O A= A 82 NOT A= Ao 82
ATh — FHAE e 82 NOT A= A ol 8.2
Mo} — ZAE A4 22 NOT H A= A2

Eg.

A SFAl &= A o] 2.2 = Are you working?

A4 = A= A4 2.2 = Are you having lunch?

Aol 7FA &= A ¢l 8.2 = Are you going home?

03] 7FAl= A ¢l 8.2 = Are you going to church?
& vAl= A4 2.2 = Are you drinking water?

3} B A= Aol 2.2 = Are you watching a movie?
of| A o] 2AA] = A o] 2.2 = Are you writing an essay?
A WAL A B Al = A o] 8.2 = Are you sending a txt message?
H A FHAl = A ¢ 8.2 = Are you sleeping already?

You can add 1A, ot], 7}, ¥, 9L Al or &l [when, where, who, what, how or why]
in front of ~A] = 7 o] 2.2 to make these sentences.

¥ &FAl = A ol 8.2 = What are you doing?

¥ 2] 0 A= A o] 82 = What are you reading?
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¥ H Al &= Ao 8.2 = What are you watching?
¥ Al &= A o 8.2 = What are you writing?

¥ =A== Ao 8.2 = What are you eating?

¥ vlA] = A o] 8.2 = What are you drinking?
¥ B WA= A o 82 = What are you sending?
o] 7}A] = A ol 8.2 = Where are you going?
F7F A= A o 8.2 = Who is sleeping?
7} A= A o 8.2 = Who is doing?

oAl A Al = A o] 2.2 = How are you writing?
¢l kA= A ¢l &2 = Why are you doing?
31JAN

Are we doing? - 3= 7 oF/ A ¢ 8.2

k= A ok A o 8.7 is usually used when you want to ask someone what you (both
singular and plural) are doing, or will be doing immediately.

For example, when you are in a group of people who are doing things as a group, and you
want to ask a leader of the group what you all will be doing.

$-2] A17] 7}= A oF? = Are we going there? [Informal]
-2 A 7] 7F= A ol 82 = Are we going there? [Polite]

Note: 3= A ©F? = Are you/we doing?

HOWEVER, the polite form of "Are you doing?" usually uses "A| & 7 | 8.2" whereas
the polite form of "Are we doing?" uses "& 71 o] 87"

See Are you doing? - ~== 7 ©F? , Are you doing? - ~A] &= A ¢ 82

@® Rule

Take T} off a plain verb and add & A oF/ A o] 8.2
St} — 3= Aok / Ao 22 = Are we doing?

74k — 7hE Aok / A ¢l 8.2 = Are we going?

eIt — ¢l &= Aok/ A4 8?2 = Are we reading?
Bt} — B Aok/ Ao 82 = Are we watching?
ATE — A= Ao/ Ao 87 = Are we writing?
HT} — W= Aok / Ao 22 = Are we eating?

PRA T — UV‘] = Aok / A4 8.2 = Are we drinking?
At} — A= Aok / A o 82 = Are we sleeping?
Bt — Bl Aok/ Ao 82 = Are we sending?
Example Sentences

& 3= Aol 8.2 = Are (we) exercising?

A 712 7= Ao 8.2 = Are (we) going there?
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o] 22 7}= 7 o 8.2 = Are (we) going by this car?

o] A W= Ao 2= Are (we) eating this?

o] A& W= Ao 22 = Are (we) eating with this?

o] 7] 4 A= A o &2 = Are (we) sleeping here?

Q= A 93} B A9 82 = Are (we) watching that movie today?
o]Ad=Z B = Ao 22= Are (we) watching with this?

You can add 14|, o1, 7}, ¥, o9 Al or & [when, where, who, what, how or why]
in front of ~A] = 7] o]l 9.2 to make these sentences.

2= 8 ¥ sl Ao 82 = What are we doing today?

¥ ¢} Aol 8.2 = What are (we) reading?

H B & Ao 8.2 = What are (we) watching?

H 22 & 7o 8.2 = What are (we) writing?

H =& Ao 8.2 = What are (we) eating?

H Al & A ol 8.2 = What are (we) drinking?

H H U&= Ao 22 = What are (we) sending?

o] 7}= A o 82 = Where are (we) going?

AT A A= A & 8.2 = Where are (we) sleeping?

7} 8= Aol 8.2 = Who is doing?

oG A| A= A o] 2.2 = How are (we) writing?

¢l 3= 7 ¢l 8.2 = Why are (we) doing?

More Example Sentences

$-2] o]t 7}= A o] 2.2 = Where are we going?

of, Al Al el 7F= A o 8. = Ah, we're going to the city.

o] 22 7}= A o 8.2 = Are (we) going by this car?

dl, o] A EFA Q.. = Yes, please get in.

7 W& A4 82 = What will we eat? Verbs - Future [Will]

20 A W& A 8. 23 A E] FolskA] 8.2 = We will eat spaghetti. Do you like it?
U], Eolal 8. = Yes, I like it.
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To do something - ~7] 2] 3]

To do something - ~7] <] 3]

This is the expression used to show that you purpose to do something. For example,
ofH g2 g 717 H8l 43| FH-E iUl = To go to college, Abraham studied
hard.

In the sentence above, the reason why Abraham studied hard is because he's purposed to
go to college.

A WM7] &) g ~EZ o] £ ZkT) = To eat lunch, we went into the restaurant.
We went into the restaurant because we'd purposed to eat lunch.

Therefore, the clause containing ~7] ] 3l is the reason for doing something revealed in
the rest of the sentence.

Rules

@ Add 93l to a nominalized verb. Also see (Nouns - Nominalizing Verbs)

2171 913l = To read

7] 93 = To write

=7] 913l = To listen

15} 7] 913l = To speak

771 93l = To go

2 7] $138l = To come

27| ¢35 = To watch

H 7] 93] = To eat

2171 213l = To sleep

2] 7] 938l = To run

AF7] 918l = To buy

Z7] £]3 = To sell

X171 993l = To stand

271 23l = To sit

A7) 93l = To live

%7 918l = To die

Eg.

S22 ¢17] 9148 sk o] & FH-F T} = To read Korean words, I studied Korean.
A7) o 2173 B7] 93] 7S5 ZXTh = To see the Statue of Liberty, we went to
New York.

= el 7171 913l Bl 7] El 7S Akth = To go to the Philippines, she
bought a flight ticket.

Frofel E2tek 2 Aol U E w7] 9138 & 3t} = Ruth, who arrived in Judah, to
support her mother-in-law, she worked. (An excerpt from & ©] ©}7])
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Sk= = Korean (writing)
Sk 0] = Korean (language)
Z}1-2] o] 2173 = The Statue of Liberty
" 2] ¥ = The Philippines

H] & 7] E] 7]l = flight ticket
T} = Judah

% =Ruth

Ao ™ Y = Mother-in-law
+ U = support

=71 913l = To support
_09SEP

Try doing - ~3f KT}

1 T} means "see" and ~3f| 1T} is a special expression which means "try doing". This
expression is used very commonly in ordinary conversations.

@® Rule

Add X.t} to a spoken form of a verb. (Verbs - Present, Past)

&)l Xt} = try doing

7} Bt} = try going

Hof Bt} =try eating

A H. T} = try drinking

¢lo] K.t} = try reading

E0] Bt} = try listening

A} Bt} = try buying

okol H T} = try sitting

B} 12t} = try seeing/looking/watching

=27} Bt = try going up

] K U} = try playing (the instrument)

The table below is showing the written and spoken forms, and their respective positive
and negative forms. Remember that the plain form of verbs is the most basic from which
many other forms of verbs derive and the plain form itself is rarely used in both written
and spoken Korean. | have omitted the present negatives for both written and spoken
forms because people never use it in this way. Instead of saying, "don't try eating", people
would say, "don't eat" which is ¥ %] v}, There are two ways of expressing past negatives
and one is more common than the other. "$F~" form is more commonly used.

Factual/Declarative | Plain Present Past
(Written)
Positive ol nrh [mof e [wof g}

Negative H o] KX Ho] B X
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orey ergrch
ok v of
et
Dialogue/Conversation | Plain Present Past
(Spoken)
Positive Hol e [wo} s [0} ol
Negative Ho| H X Ho| BX
% 2rskol
2k 2]
o]
Eg.

b= T 52418 ¥ o] Bt} = Anna tried eating Chinese food.

HAT 2y o =9 = 9] A8 ¢l BT} = Charles tried reading Jonathan Edwards'
book.

o Aol Hof BlA I3 Y& W Al BT} = Because | tried eating it before, I tried buying
a coconut again. (Conjunctions - Because, So)

o] A o] = in the past, before

It =again

o] &°}S E9] BH = Try listening to this music!

o] & w}A H}H = Try drinking this tea!

ol AY el &7} ¥l 18] Al FE5H=S ¥ Bl = Try going up this hill! And try
looking at the blue sky!

= 7} 802 = Tried going to Germany? (= Have you been to Germany?)

o] Q¥ ATof| gko} BFo]? = Tried sitting on this old sofa?

y] o}z * ¥o]? = Tried playing the piano?

Formal Form

Refer to Verbs - Formal [Present, Past]
Eg.

Written Form

Hol 5 Y T} = try eating

Hof 51U T = tried eating

Hof B 2| 2F9F5 YT} = haven't tried eating
oF W o] B<5 1T = haven't tried eating
Spoken Form

Hol B Q = try eating

Ho] 0] Q = tried eating

Ho] B ] 2F9ko] @ = haven't tried eating
o} Wo] ¥1o] Q = haven't tried eating
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Of course, I've done it before - 3] 2%

(Of course), I've done it (before) - (&1 3]) (H o) 3l 2t

3 3] = Of course
Z ol = before
2% = I've done it

0

O

Usually, when we use 3l 8t 3%, 3$13] and % | are implied and omitted. So if I say,
"Z S| 22" it means, "(Of course), I've played soccer (before)."

When =7~ 3l 5} 3% is used as a question like "= 7+ 3l £+ 3%2", it means,"You have
played soccer before, haven't you?"

3l B % is a formal form and 3l ¥+ A is an informal form.
1 ¥} 3% is a contracted form of 3l 8+ %] &

Eg.
=7 3 ¥k A]. = (Of course), I've played soccer (before). [Informal]
=7+ 3l ¥ #]? = You have played soccer (before), haven't you?[Informal]

Usually, %t5% form is used as an answer to a question.

Eg.

=7+ 3l 5o 8.2 = Have you played soccer (before)?

=7 3l 5k % = (Of course), I've played soccer (before).

= QF3l| 33 = (Of course), I haven't played soccer (before).
Alternative answers

(), &7 3l ¥k 2. = (Yea), I've played soccer (before).

(°}i), =7 9F3l ¥Ho] & = (No), I haven't played soccer (before).

References: Try doing - 3l X.T}, It's cold, isn't it? - 35 X 8.2

Rule
Informal present spoken form of verbs + 5} 3%

Eg.

3l 8k % = (Of course), I've done it (before)

Hoj ¥ = (Of course), I've tried[eaten] it (before)
715k % = (Of course), I've been[gone] there (before)
ALEk % = (Of course), I've bought it (before)
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¥ % = (Of course), I've tried it on[worn it] (before)
2ol % = (Of course), I've lived there (before)

Example Sentences

(A el) 7 2] Hoxo] 292 = Have you tried kimchi (before)?

(F3]) A HojE&. = (Of course), I've tried kimchi (before).

& 7}%k0] 8.2 = Have you been to Seoul (before)?

& 718EZ. = (Of course), I've been to Seoul (before).

u] = of| A Aol ¥l % = (Of course), I've lived in the States (before).

ul 2~ E} THE o] ¥H % = (Of course), I've made pasta (before). [Therefore, I know how to
cook pasta.]

& 718132 = You've been to Japan, haven't you?

Z =7 SF7}8- 2 = You haven't been to China, have you?

7+ QFH o 8-3%2 = You haven't tried curry before, have you?

of| I} = 2 o] A QF Aol ¥ %2 = You've never lived in Ecuador before, have you?

Note: Kimchi is traditional Korean food. It is a hot and spicy pickled cabbage dish. Link
to photos of kimchi

VoiceText

The VoiceText is a natural Text-to-Speech program. It lets you convert Korean sentences
into audios. I think %3 and T}%3's voices are most natural. It's a shame that % has a
child's voice. T}93's voice sounds good. 3l 's voice is not too bad, either. But --H]'s
voice is a bit dry and s=-$-'s voice is just too dry and sounds robotic.

Here is the link to VoiceText.

Note: The website may not appear in Firefox. If this happens, try Microsoft Explorer.

Copy these sentences and paste them into the box in the VoiceText website.

el 1] Hofgto] 82
TAs] A Holghx
A 7hgkel 82

A& 7k

vl =l A dhobgka
dhEf RO R

A& 7FEE %0

T Y
7Hdl otH o] 259

of I Zof| A QF Aol gkx?
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Give the favour of ~ - ~7T}

This is an important lesson because ~5-C}is very frequently used in ordinary
conversations. First of all, 5T} means "give" and when we attach the spoken form of a
verb in front of =T}, it means someone"gives the favour of doing something for
someone". For example, =2} <-T} means "give the favour of helping to somebody"
which essentially means "I help someone".

W= AvlE =9 T3 = Min-hee gave the favour of helping to Mom. (Min-hee
helped Mom)

In the sentence above, Min-hee helped her Mom and this helping has been done to her
and for her. The concept of giving is profound in the Korean language. In many
occasions where somebody does something for somebody or to somebody, the sentences
invariably includes ~5-T}.

Rule

Attach the spoken form of verbs in front of =T}
3l =t} = give the favour of doing

7} 5=t} = give the favour of going

9} 5=t} = give the favour of coming

H o] F=t} = give the favour of eating
A $=T} = give the favour of drinking
¢lo] 5=t} = give the favour of reading

M FT} = give the favour of writing

g St} = give the favour of seeing

£ ©] Tt} = give the favour of listening
A} 52T} = give the favour of buying

o} =t} = give the favour of selling
7F2 4 =t} = give the favour of teaching
=9} 52T} = give the favour of helping
Sentences

Picture by: Ian Britton - FreeFoto.com

4 &= A W7HA] o] 7} 5291} = Young-ho gave (me) the favour of going to town
together (Young-ho went to town with me.)

AY] = town

o] = together
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A AL -7 Holl 2 531t} = Elliot gave (us) the favour of coming to our home.
(Elliot came to our house.)

2] = we

A =house

U sA) o] WHE o] =21t} =1 gave my little brother/sister the favour of eating
his/her meal. (I ate my little brother's/sister's meal for them.)
A = little sibling (gender neutral)
vt = meal, rice
o] W d S - o Al & ZH o] A18FS- 7FE 2] $21 T} = Professor Piper gave
the favour of teaching John Calvin's theology to us. (Professor Piper taught us John
Calvin's theology.)
1L = professor
Y = honorary suffix (usually attached to the name of professions which involve
teaching)

For eg. A e = teacher, Z-AF'd = pastor, 1L5~'d = professor
2138} = theology
Lol Al HA| & ¢ o] o = (someone) gave the favour of reading a letter to me.
[(someone) read a letter to me (for me)]
HA| = letter
o] Al = Particles - 7|/l Zll/SHE]
% T} = the contracted form of =% T}
YH & U =& E9°] # o] = Peter gave the favour of listening to my song. [Peter
listened to my song for me.]
= = song
% ©] = the contracted form of =31 ©] (which is the spoken form of 5= %1 T})
o o} A M 7} L9} H ©] & = Some middle-aged man gave the favour of helping to me
(Some middle-aged man helped me.)
o™ ~ = some ~ (random, passer-by)
o} A 4] = middle-aged man (a general term for every married men or men aged between
approx. 27~55. On a side note, some men who are actually young get offended if some
children call him ©} 4] %] because that means that young man looks older than he actually
is.)
o} o}s=v} = some middle-aged woman
o}<= "7} = a middle-aged woman (a general term for every married women or women
aged between approx. 27~55. Again, almost all women who are actually young get
offended or even hurt if some people call her ©}<= 7} because that means that young lady

looks old. Let us have some discernment.)
o] ® o}o] = some child
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Would you like to go? - Z# 2.2

Would you like to go? - Z&l] 2.2

~&(2) @ 8.2 is used when you express your desire to do something together with
someone, or when you want someone to do something. So it is similar to "Would you like
to do something?/Do you want to do something?" in English.

@® Rule

1. For verbs without a final consonant, add = ] &..
sttt} = 2 8.2 = Would you like to do?

7He} = 22 2.2 = Would you like to go?

At} = A2l 2.2 = Would you like to buy?

vl AT} = w4 2] Q.2 = Would you like to drink?

2. For verbs with a final consonant, add =} &..
W} = 2 &7 82 =Would you like to eat?

okt} = ¢FS- 7 22 = Would you like to sit?

elt} = 2152 2.2 = Would you like to read?

Eg.

A 3] vl 2] 2.2 = Would you like to drink coffee?
A4 B2 2.2 = Would you like to eat lunch?

%} = cinema, theatre
® = lunch, noon
Zo] = together

Note: If you omit & off = (=)@l 2., ie. = (=)} it becomes an informal form.

73] v} 2?2 = Would you like to drink coffee?
4] &2 = Would you like to eat lunch?
= 7ol #+o] Z-2? = Would like to go to the cinema together?
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Shall we do something? - $-2] J &7}?

Shall we do something? - $-2] ¥ &7}?
Rules

1. For verbs without a final consonant, attach = as a final consonant and add 7}.
eg. At} — 2712 = Shall we buy?

2. For verbs with a final consonant, attach = 7}.
eg. Y — U S7}2 = shall we wear?

Irregular

eg. = — ES71

3t} — &712 = Shall we do?

7}t — 2712 = Shall we go?

Wt} — ¥ S-7}1? = Shall we eat?

v} At} — w}A 742 = Shall we drink?

Rt} — E7}? = Shall we watch?

S — E27}2 = Shall we listen to?

=1} — =7} = Shall we hang out/muck around?

Example Sentences

F-2] molsdell 4712 = Shall we go to a theme park?

$-2] 2B} 220l 4] A F] v} 712 = Shall we drink coffee at Starbucks?
2] A 9 o2 Z7}? = Shall we go have lunch together?

sl 2] 32 ¥ g3} B Z7}? = Shall we go watch the Harry Potter movie?
2] *&35te] A2 24712 = Shall we go to a gym to exercise?

Note: Attach & to =/ 7} to make it formal.

7] =ol]-Fdol 247122 =Shall we go to a theme park?

$-2] e 220 A A Y] vl 71 2 2 = Shall we drink coffee at Starbucks?
-2 A4 W o8 4722 = Shall we go have lunch together?

sl 2] 2 H g3} B2 27} 22 = Shall we go watch the Harry Potter movie?
$-2] 532 A7 27 22 = Shall we go to a gym to exercise?
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It's cold, isn't it? - 55X Q.2

It's cold, isn't it? - 35 <] 8.2

A] 2. is used similarly to "isn't it?" of English. For example, % T} means "cold", and
4] 8 means "It's cold, isn't it? or It's cold, eh? or It's cold, right?" This is used when
you want to chat up somebody or when you are looking for a confirmation.

@® Rule

Take T} off an adjective and add #] & to it.
O — 548 =1t's cold, isn't it?

Utk — ©A] 8 =1t's hot, isn't it?

Brd — BX] 8 = There is a lot, isn't there?
Heh - 27

0 &

EEENER
ZHt; — 2FA] Q. =1t's small, isn't it?
0 — £4 8 =1t's good, isn't it?

LT} — L}EE X] Q = [t's bad, isn't it?
2t — Z1A] 8 =1t's deep, isn't it?

ukelt} — Bkl 2] 2 =It's delicious, isn't it?
Note: A] & is often contracted to 5% in speech. Therefore 35 %] & — F%.
3% =1It's cold, isn't it?

9 % =1It's hot, isn't it?

W% = There is a lot, isn't there?

2 % = There is little, isn't there?

53t = It's high, isn't it?

3Z =1t's low, isn't it?

—15% =1It's large, isn't it?

2+ % = It's small, isn't it?

<% =1It's good, isn't it?

L}EE % = t's bad, isn't it?

21 % =1It's very deep, isn't?

ukQl % = It's delicious, isn't it?

Sentences

I 7} 5 %2 = The weather is cold, isn't it?
Bl = &4 7} = Al | %2 = The weather in Thailand is very hot, isn't it?
ske}4ko] 35352 = Mount Halla is high, isn't it?
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& o] A Z1 %2 = The river water is very deep, right?
H o] 32 = The house is small, eh?
17} 9k %2 = Kimchi is delicious, isn't it?

A = weather

B} = = Thailand
3t2}4k = Mount Halla
7F& = river water

A = house
71 A] = kimchi (A traditional Korean fermented dish made of cabbages with spicy

seasonings)
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Let's do it - 3}A}

Let's do it - 3} A}

This should be easy to learn. Just replace T} of a plain verb with A} to make a phrase,
"Let's (verb)". Note: This is an informal form.
SIT} — 3FA} = Let's do it

HT} — W2} = Let's eat

PFAI T — WEA] A} = Let's drink

7}l — 7FA} = Let's go

ot} — QFA} = Let's sit

BT} — HXA}=Let's see

¢t — ¢} A} = Let's read

AT} — 22} = Let's write

=T — =4} = Let's listen

gttt — &2 A} = Let's run

At — A A} = Let's walk

APt} — AFA} = Let's buy

It} — F2} = Let's sell

Example Sentences

-2l =we

#o] = together

(%-2]) (°]) &7 3FAF = Let's do basketball. (Let's play basketball)
(5-2]) (#F°]) I &} H 2} = Let's eat a pizza (together)

(5-2]) (&o]) #3] vpA] A} = Let's drink coffee (together)
(5-2]) (Zo)) H]-DW} 7FAF = Let's go to beach (together)
(5-8]) (o)) wl =] o] ¢EA} = Let's sit on the bench (together)
(5-2]) (&o)) Oﬂ 3 3} 1A} = Let's watch a movie (together)
(5-8]) (&°]) mL A 8] A} = Let's read a textbook (together)
(5-2]) (o)) o}o] = =R} = Let's listen to ipod (together)
(5-21) (&o]) Al A1 AR} = Let's buy new shoes (together)
(5-8]) (&ol) A ¥7aL Z2} = Let's sell that fridge (together)

The formal form of "Let's (verb)" is exactly the same as that of the formal spoken present
form. You may want to refer to Verbs - Formal [Present, Past] "Please" is implied in the
phrase.

Sttt — 3l 8 = (Please.) Let's do it

HT} — Mo Q = (Please.) Let's eat
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vlA| T} — 1k Q. = (Please.) Let's drink
7}t} — 7} = (Please.) Let's go

ot} — ¢Fol 8 = (Please.) Let's sit
Bt} — HQ = (Please.) Let's see
g1tk — ¢}o] & = (Please.) Let's read
AT} — A Q = (Please.) Let's write
ET} — £9°] 2 = (Please.) Let's listen
gt} — &8 8 = (Please.) Let's run
At} — Ao 2 = (Please.) Let's walk
At} — AFQ = (Please.) Let's buy
It} — Fol 8 = (Please.) Let's sell

Example Sentences

52 =we

o] = together

($-2]) (&°]) &7 3l 2 = [Please] Let's do basketball (Let's play basketball)
(5-2]) (&°]) I A} H o] & =[Please] Let's eat a pizza (together)

($-2]) (&°]) A3 v}A & = [Please] Let's drink coffee (together)

(-2 (Zol) H]-DW} 7} 8 =[Please] Let's go to beach (together)

(5-2]) (7Fo]) Hl =] o] gko} @ = [Please] Let's sit on the bench (together)
(5-2]) (%o Oﬂ d 3} B} Q = [Please] Let's watch a movie (together)
(5-2]) (ZFo]) LA ¢ 2 = [Please] Let's read a textbook (together)

(5-2]) (o)) Al 214F AL Q. = [Please] Let's buy new shoes (together)

1)
1
o]
(5-2]) (o)) o}o] L= &) 8 = [Please] Let's listen to ipod (together)
o]
(5-2]) (o)) A W¥dar &0} Q = [Please] Let's sell that fridge (together)



Easy to do / Difficult to do - ~7] €t} /~7] o]Ht}

Easy to do / Difficult to do - ~7] t}/~7] o] o}

This one is easy to learn. All you need to do is attach a nominalized verbto % T} or
o] &t} to say that something is easy or difficult.

Written Forms

37| 4t} = easy to do

]3] 3} 7] 4 t} = easy to understand
7] |t} = easy to solve

R 7] €t} = easy to see

7] Ft} = easy to listen

23l 7] gt = easy to say

7}7] €t} = easy to go

Spoken Forms

3171 4191 = easy to do

o] 8} 3}7] 41 ¥] = easy to understand
7] 419] = easy to solve

R 7] 519] = easy to see

=7] 19 = easy to listen

4317] 191 = easy to say

7}7] #1491 = easy to go

Written Forms

5}7] o] |t} = difficult to do

o] &l 8} 7] o |t} = difficult to understand
£ 7] o] Et} = difficult to solve

1 7] o]t} = difficult to see

7] o] Ht} = difficult to listen

=317 of |t} = difficult to say

7}7] o] F v} = difficult to go

Spoken Forms

3}7] o] 2] $] = difficult to do

ol &3} 7] o] ¥ & = difficult to understand
7] o1& 9] = difficult to solve

7] o] ¢ = difficult to see

E7] o1& 9 = difficult to listen

3}7] o] & 9] = difficult to say

7}71 o] 2 9] = difficult to go
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Eg.
o] ;- A| & 0]¥ko]? = Have you tried solving this problem? [Try doing - 3] X U}]
o, o] TAI= A= E7] o] 8 9]. = Yes. This problem is really difficult to solve.

2] A2 B2 7}A} = Let's go watch a circus.
AbgEE o] Y5 wWolA H.7] o] 8 9] = Because of the crowd, it's difficult to see.

o z}= ol &l 31 7] o B 9 & = It's difficult to understand woman.

oy 8. FAk7t t o] &l sl7] o & 9 8. = No. Man is more difficult to understand.
a%A /‘3 Z}+&) 8.2 = Do you think so?

y. A 28 A AZEel] Q. = Yes. I surely do.

A & E2] Al 8.2 = Can you hear me?

oly 8. S-oF &g uFof 7] o] ¥ 8. = No. Because of the sound of music, it's
difficult to hear.

WAl 7F2 4 T4 & = please teach me how to do fishing [Give the favour of doing - 3]

T4
e, FA= 5h7] 419 2. = Ok. Fishing is easy to do.

1= Al| = problem

=T} =solve

& 0] Xt} = try solving
X # 2~ = circus

YA} = man

& 2} = woman

2y Z+3} e} = think

Z18 A A Z}s}t) = think so
A = really, very

U = very

5-°F = music

5:11] = sound

Y A] = fishing
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I (don't) know how - ] %€ Al 3} =X] ¢to}/ &}

Written I know how to do |1 don't know how to do

Form

Informal | oJ @A &F=A] oAl sh=A] B2
b}

Formal  |o}®/ sl o] @A a}=A
sty EEYh

Spoken I know how to do |1 don't know how to do

Form

Informal W A 3F=X] ol® A =% =gt
o}

Formal — |o]gA] k= |9 sh=A] Eeha
oFo}e.

Note: I include the written form of this expression for the sake of completeness. However,
please focus on the spoken form as the expression is mainly used in conversations.

Rules

1.Take U} off a plain form/past tense of verbs and attach %] &-o}.

(Exception: For those verbs which contain & as a final consonant, take it off. eg. TH& T}
- §LE 7] gl

2. Attach £ to &o}/=-2} to turn it into a formal form.
o] A dF=A] Lo} =1 know how to do

o] @ A W i=%| ¢to} =1 know how to eat

ol@ Al 7}=%] <o} =1 know how to go

o] W@ Al H =% 2o}l =1 know how to see
WA E+=A] <o} =1know how to listen

ol

o] W A A}-&-3}=A] Lo} =1know how to use
@ A wt==%] &0} =1 know how to make
o] @ A 4+=A] <o} =1know how to wear

o] @ 7| 3}i=A] &2} =1 don't know how to do
AL A 7F=A] &2} =1don't know how to go



Example sentences

Lol = AAA A oD A T=F=2] &o}l 2. = Yong-jun knows how to make(cook)
kimchi stew.

"Z]oH g o @A FZol=A] Lol ="Julia! Do you know how to boil(cook)
noodle soup?"

W7t o] & =a17] o DA Fok=A] ol o] ZaL7| 7t f o] FobxA AE S
Z+9ko]. = Do you know how I caught this big fish? This fish has good strength and so I
caught it with a lot of effort.

A UHF of@ A A=A &ol 2. =1know how to plant a tree.

o] &2 o]w A AL-&3}=A] &} = Do you know how to use this remote controller?
2ol oJ@ A 7}F=A] o}A| 2.2 = Do you know how to go(get) to Seoul?

F-Akoll of WA 7F=A] &2}, =1 don't know how to go to Busan.

dglo] o] @ Al v =% &2} 2. =1don't know how to tie a necktie.

ol X = A oW A B U &=A] 24| 2. = Grandpa doesn't know how to send a
text message.

Note: 9}A] & and X 24| 8. are honorific forms of €} and &= 2} respectively. ©}A| &
and .2 A Q. are only used for second- and third-persons.

For eg,

I know how to use the subway.

A A5k of WA o] §-3F=A] ofAl 2.

A A5k of g A o] -3k=A] ot

Do you know how to use the subway?

A3k o] @7 o] §54=4) opAl 22

He/she already knows how to use the subway.
AH] x5t o WA o] &8k=A] ofAll &



I'm in the habit of - ~=] ™ ~A] H &

This phrase has two parts. The first part is ~7|] =™, and the second part is ~7] = Q..

For example,

2 7HA E A, v R RS 255 5.2 = When(If) I go to the restaurant, I'm in
the habit of ordering Bibimbap

=214 = a restaurant

74t} = go

7HAl ¥ = When(if) I go

H] I = 3 Korean dish

Tt = order (n.)

TSI TF = order (v.)

T 517 =l & =I'm in the habit of ordering

Note: The plain form of %] and ¥ & is ¥ T} which means "to become." Therefore, the
literal translation of the sentence above is:

2 Aol ZHA FH, 8] S 2 5H Al =8 = When(If) it becomes that I go to a
restaurant, it becomes that [ order bibimbap

Also, in the first part when a noun is used instead of a verb, ©]/7} %] is used instead.
For example,

opbd o] ¥, A5 B A Ht} = When it is morning, I'm in the habit of reading a
newspaper

The literal translation of the sentence above is, "When it 'becomes' morning, [ 'become’
reading a newspaper."

This sentence doesn't make any sense in English, nevertheless I hope you get the nuance
of the phrase.

Rule

Take T} off a plain form of verbs and attach A & W/7] = 2. to it.
5l tH(do) — SHAl ¥ = When I do

3}tH(do) — Al ¥ & =1I'm in the habit of doing
3H7 5l & = I'm in the habit of doing

7HA = & = I'm in the habit of going

2 A =l & =1I'm in the habit of coming

H 7] 5] & = I'm in the habit of eating

Z-A| =] 2. = I'm in the habit of sleeping

45} = & = I'm in the habit of speaking

€A = 8. = I'm in the habit of listening

B A =l & =1I'm in the habit of watching



Example Sentences

=& o] ¥ olo] 28-S 1 7 5] & = When(If) it is late at night, I'm in the habit
of eating an icecream

AL 7 HH Ze A W3S A #l 8 = When(If) it is noon, because I'm tired(sleepy),
I'm in the habit of dozing(sleeping).

HAFEW 71 A =9, S92 E4 9 & = When(If) I turn on the computer, I'm in the
habit of listening to music.

AU U7HA] ', 93-S B 3 8 = When(If) I go to town, I'm in the habit of
watching movies.

e HWA, ES 2ol upA A =] & = When(If) I exercise, I'm in the habit of
drinking lots of water.



Addressing friend's name

When a person is addressed ©}/F is attached to their name. If my name were % -$-[Jin-u],
my friend would call me, %1-$-©F! [Jin-u-ya]. This is like "Hey % -9-/Jin-u!"

This colloquialism should only be used between close friends. This is an informal
expression. At school, friends call each other this way, and teachers to students but not
vice versa.

Note that ©F is used for names without a final consonant and ©} for names with a final
consonant.

Eg.

A5 > 2150}y

This is pronounced [ 4] 77 }:Ji-nu-ga] since © has no sound when used as an initial
consonant.

29— 1 §-0f)

It is pronounced [ 4] 7 ©F:Ji-nu-ya]

EEICERY

A% - A%oh

B — 7 doH

So when you call your Korean friend's name, just add ©}/©F to their name.
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